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Proceedings of the Sixteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative Asse-

mbly, assembled under the Provisions of the Government:of India Act,
1935.

The Assembly met in the -Asscmbly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A.m. on Tuesday
the 6th March, 1945.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble - Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and fifty-one hon. Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(T'o which oral answers were given)

Re Services of Dr. Satish Chandra Purkayastha

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :
#49. (a) Will Government be pleased to st

! ate whether the services of Dr. Satish

Chandra Purkayastha who was serving ungicr the Government of Assam, were lately
ui:itiOnCd by the Military Authorities :

requis

(b) Is it_ a fact that D1 Satish Chandra Purkayastha was sent to the Mental
ital as a patient for sometime and subsequently discharged from the Hospital ?
Hosp ¢) Are Government aware that the said Dr. Satish Chandra Purkayastha is
living at Nabiganj with a monthly allowance of Rs.75 only ? [
P (d) Is it a fact that he does not get any reply to his letters either from the
ynment of Assam or the Military Authorities as to the position of his- service ?
Gove () Will Government be plea§cd to state whether the services of the said
Satish'chandra Purkayastha are still at the disposal of the Military Authorities or
Dr. disposal of the Government of Assam ?
at th'(]:f'he Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :
49. (a)—The reply is in the affirmative. He joined Military duty on the 1st
Apn] 1942('5)__G0vernment have no official information
made by the doctor. ’

(¢)—Government have no information.
(d)—A reply to his last lett

o Dtrestar of Public Health, Assam, was sent to him o (b0 1,21944, In the office of

i h May, 1944 askj
) d any official document that i th May, asking
?urrlnt(l’lisr‘i:lhas yet been received. he may have in his possession, but no reply
o

(C)EN‘? il;tlinstlon ha;1 yet been recsived from the Military Authorities whe-
her this Sub-Assistant Surgeon has been dlscharged from the Army for rever ion to
E}ivil appointment. They have been asked to expedite. °

apart from the statement to
that effect

USSAIN cH

#50. Will Government be pleased to state—

a) The total mileage of Pub)jc Work .

(@) Sunamgax}j Subdivision ? orks Department roads at present in the

(b) The tOtE_d rr}llea_ge of PUb]iC_ Works Department roads at present under
construction in the .Provmce together with the names of particular
places golng to be linked thereby ?

(¢) The total mileage of Public

Works Depzirtment roads fi ructi
5 Ior construction
ur}d}fr }:hc scheme‘of P(_)st—War Reconstruction in the Province together
with the hames of particular places proposed to be linked thereby ?

AUDHURY asked :
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
50. (a)—29 miles. ‘
(6)—Nil.
(c)——Information cannot be givr:n, as the whole ;;l.ulnm;; scheme has ha(l to
be revised on account of curtailment of grant.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)

Re Building grant and recurring expenditure to Dispensaries in Goalpara
Subdivision

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA asked :

19. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Medical be pleased to state whether
she proposes to advance Building grant and sanction recurring expenditure for the
dispensaries at Tulshibari, Balarbhita, Jaypur, Jaleswar and Fetangapara in the
Goalpara Subdivision ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

19.—The hon. Member’s attention is drawn to rules 114 and 115 of the Assam

“Local Self-Government Manual.  Unless the Local Board concern=d opens the dis-
pensaries in these places, no question for Government grant can arise.

Re Supply of Sugar

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

20. (a) Isita fact that Government have lately issued an order to the effect  that
with effect from the Ist January 1945 no sugar will be supplied to the rural area and
that in Urban arcas people would get one scer of sugar per head per month ?

() If so, why ?
(¢) Are Government aware that sugar is essentially required for children and

patients ? . _ _
(d) If so, do Government propose to reconsider their decision on the

oint ? : L gy A
3 The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

20. (a)—No. TInview of the Government of India’s proposal to reduce sugar
e Province, as the output of sugar in the whole of India was apprehended
to be short by 25 per cent., Assam Government in November 1944 had to redistribute
for saral areas o iy pmpose}cll to 1ssue 10,595 maunds for urban and 16,360 maunds
for rural arcas [noqt}!ly, ot tHe new s

B (p)—=Cuiis in grict demand. - in villages and sugar quota allotted by the
Government of India for Assam is not sufficient for adequate supply of sugar to all
the areas of tl;f? Province
el

(d) __This will depend on the allocation of further quota of sugar to.Assam
by the Central Government.
Malaria epidemjc at Baniya. horg

RUNA SINDHU ROY agkeq -
gi‘bl{N 11 Gov emmsnt bfe (}ﬂeaged to state——
3 mber of deaths ¢ ia i i
(&) T, ember 1943 up till noyp V2712 in Baniyachong from the lst

The number of persons attackeq vyi ST . .
(®) 1st December 1943 up till no?\r,-n? Malaria in Baniyachong from the

B
A
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(¢) The number of beds made available in the newly started Hospital at Bani-
yachong for Malaria stricken patients in each month from the 1st July
1214 till now ? :

(d) "The names of medical experts who worked in the Baniyachong area from
May 1943 for diagnosing the fever ?

(e) The findings of each of the aforesaid experts? At

(/) Whether all experts are unanimous in their opinions abqut the name of
the disease prevalent there ? X

(¢) How many cases were clinically examined by the experts ? ;

(4) Whether Dr. S. R. Pandit, the Director of Pasteur Institute, Shillong,
visited Baniyachong for investigating the disease ?

(z) If so, how long did he stay there ?

( 7) Whether it is a fact that he submitted a report refuting Dr. Hussain
5 Chaudhury’s diagnosis which was arrived

at by verification by lum-
ber puncture ?
(k) Whether the verification by lumber puncture is the final test about the
‘ diagnosis of epidemics ?

(/) Whether itis a fact that microscopic verific

- : ation always brings forth the
same result as anticipated by the examiner ?

(m) Whether Dr. Hussain Chaudhury was on leave when he first went to
Baniyachong for relief work ?

(n) Whether itisa fact that Dr. Hllssain Chaudhury was recalled to join his
appomtment at Derai after he had reported that the disease was
Celebro-Spinal fever ? 5

(v) Whether it is a fact that he resigned his service when Government did not
accept his theory ?

(») Whether there was any discussion about the diagnosis of the disease be-
tween Dr. Hussain Chaudhury, the Director of Public Health, Assam
and the Director of Pasteur Institute, Shillong, on the 5th Apl"il 1944 ;

(g) If so, whether the points of discussion were recorded ? -

7) If not, why not ?

(s) Why the report of Dr. S. R. Pandit has not yet been published ?
The Hon’ble Miss MdAVl}S DUNN replied :
y.Number of deaths due to Malaria in Baniyach
94321_];)' 3(1(2t December 1944 was 4,231. 7 ong from Ist December
l A i 1 Of 3 34‘ 412 M: ]ari( o 1 =
p) A tota 334, a a cases were treated in B
.mber 1943 to 20th _]anua-ry 1945. .'I‘hl‘; includes rge nun;?)taiag?oqg fromglat
Dect:f erson being alt_ackcd with Malaria many times. R psss
gamc P (¢) The Baniyachong Emergency Hospital wag started on 4¢
.o 31 beds. A week later this number had expanded to 50.
:Y:is Hospital was caused by difficulties in obtaining materials {o

h December 1944
The delay in starting
. ' construction or getting
d) The following Medical Experts visited the Baniyachon

L the diagnosis and control of the epidemic from May 1943 . g7 eotnetton
pfevious_and present Dlre_ctor of Public Health, Assam, and Inspector General
of Civil Hogp_ltalS, }}}slsaml,).Assmiant to the Director of Public Health Southern Public
Health Division, Sylhet, Director, Pasteur Institute and Medical Résearch Institute
Shillongs Malariologist and Research Workers of Assam Medjca] Research Societ ’
= ( 6)_._A]l are unanimeus that the epidemic wag due to Malar-a~ cl:j! Y; -
diagﬂosed from actual findings of Malaria parasites from th W a0,
from fever.

¢ blood of persons suffering

wit

)__Yes,.all are unanimous that the epidem; i
. R oy rellnnnt Coretis Tgll)eemtc was caused by Malaria,
(g)—Several thousands. il
(h)—Yes. ) :
(i)—He was in that area for 3 days,
( j)—Yes.
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(k)—The question is not understood.

())—The question is nct understood.

(m), (n) & (0)—M. Hussain Chaudhury was a Local Board Doctor and 4
Government have no information. i

(p)—Yes.

(g)—Yes.

(r)—Does not arise.

(s)—Dr. Pandit’s report was a professional report and it is not customary
to publish such documents in the lay press—but a press note explaining the findings
was issued later. .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: With regard to (¢), may we know what
kinds of materials were necessary for the hospital which the Government could
not secure even in the course of a full one year ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Building materials.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : What kind of building materials—bamboo»
thatch, wooden posts or what ?
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : Building materials in general.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, is it a fact that they did not want at
first to have a hospital at Baniyachong but afterwards when the disease reappeared
with- vehemence, they hired a housz and started a hospital late last year ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: That is not so, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Then what is the real fact, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: The reason has already been stated .

Mr. BAIDAYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Isitnot a fact that while delivering his
Budget speech last year, the Hon’ble Finance Minister promised in so many words

that a hospital would be very soon started at Baniyachong with 50 beds and that
the number would be increased afterwards ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: That was so, Sir, but it was not for want
of effort that the hospital could not be started earlier.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Since when Government were trying
to hire a house at Baniyachong ? -

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Ever since the proposal was appro-
ved. g

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: By whom it was done, Sir ?  Who made
the enquiry ? .
- The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: What kind of enquiry ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : For hiring a house, and also for procuring

building materials ? i 2
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Th= Civil Surgcon, SYIth-

* Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Isita fact that even now the hospital has not
been fully completed ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: I am told it is running well. .

* Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Can the Hon’ble Minister tell me what is the
number of patients admitted up till now there ? -
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: The exact number, I cannot say.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know the name of the officer who
was in charge of securing materials for the hospital building ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: The Civil Surgeon, Sylhet.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May we know the name of the Civil
Surgeon ? ‘

* Speech not corrected.

R T



1945.] QUESTIONS 171

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: The name is better known to the Ques-
tioner. There were frequent changes also during ‘the last few months.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: How many changes ?

The Hon’blg Miss MAVIS DUNN: [ can’t answer that off hand.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: This work was not entrusted to the Civil
Surgeon. The Hon'ble Minister can’t refute that.

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: I do, Sir.

- Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: With reference to (g) how many cases were

clinically c.\"ammcd by experts ? The answer is several thousands. May we know
the name of the experts ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN :
reply to question (d). g
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: These experts are quite different from

cHioee experts.. How many cases were clinically examined by experts ? Am I to

understanc i ? experts mentioned in the reply were experts by whom cases were
clinically examined !

The Hon’ble the SPEAK_ER: The Question is regarding t} : {
medical experts who worked in Baniyachong for diagnos‘i;ng thébdisg;scl.lqmes of the

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: The departmental officers had made the
Clinical examinations, i

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May we know the names of these experts

> ¥ alified ?  Whetl I caminati
o were pTOPC“Y qua f ether the examination wa v
‘gglat Sylhet or at Shillong ? was made at Baniyachong,

The Hon’blc'Miss Mi’_xV[S DUNN: The Assistant
Sylhet and the Director of Pasteur Institute went to Bani

I'he names of experts are mentioned in

Director of Public Health,

> ination there on the spot. YaChO_ng and made the exa-
1 N n su

2 A irrg‘;tli);?A;?:?:;icK;.OOKER E: ' e '.“-‘mbers to be able to come

piuff 1¢ i hopeless 5 no. use continuing any more, Sip? * %everal thousands. ‘Tt isa

2 Controlled price of Gur

grijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked:
92. (a) Is it a fact that the controlled oiice of G
Rs. 13-12-0 pcrAmm(l}nd in the Province at present ? ur  has
(b) ch: tOovirnment aware that the cost of proauct.
at .prcscnt COD & about Rs.16 per maund ? 1on of Assam Gur
(¢) Do Lsovernment propose to raise the controll i e
to Rs.20 OF)R;; 30 CPCF maund ? ed price of Assam Gur
(d re Government aware that owj :
. t 3 .

Jed at 2 pricef lolm:'cr than th_e cost of its Pl‘\ggﬁct?otnheisnci of Gur being control-
bccn dearth 0 thas CommOdlty 1n the Pl‘OVince —‘J ssam the[‘e has now
(¢) Are Eovernment aware that the cost of py s s
;s much cheaper than that of Assam Gur ? production of Bihar .Gur

f; Do Government pro
) propose to fix separate rates for Assam and Bihar

been fixed at

Gur? - __ | :
u The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD

22, (a)—Yes, except in hill districts wh
ere the distri A
to Rs.2a maund to the controlled price to cover S}l{i:}:“ ofﬁc;ls may add up
(b)—Government have no information a cost of transport.

SAADULLA replied :
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(¢)—Does not arise.

(d)—Government have no information.

(e)—May be, but Government have no definite information
(f)—No, as no more Gur is coming from Bihar.

Scarcity of Mustard Oil

" Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked : ]
23. (a) Are Government aware that there has been acute scarcity of mustard oil
throughout the Province ?

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state the reason thereof 2
: (c) Ts it a fact that the entire procurement of mustard oil seeds has been  given
to a monopolistic concern who has not been able to procure the oil seeds in proper
time and in adequate quantity from the producers ?

(d) Is it a fact that all import of mustard oil from outside the Province has
now been stopped for want of transport ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state what immediate  steps  they propose
to adopt for removal of this scarcity ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA  replied :

23. (a)—Yes, scarcity was reported from certain arcas in Upper Assam and
Surma Valley.

(b)—This was due to shortage of local mustard sced which was reported to be
below normal crop and acute transport difficulties in getting mustard oil  and  seeds
from outside Assam. j

(¢)—No monopoly has been given to any onec.

(d)—No. It is coming from United Provinces on Government account.

_~ (¢)—Government are taking action to procurc the full production of seeds
for converting it inro oil through the local Oil Mills and also for movement ol a quota
of mustard oil allotted from United Provinces.

* Maulavi MUHAMM!}D MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUHDURY : Isita fact
that there. is sufficient quantity of mustard oil in Shillong, but oil is not being

issued to the public ? . Jua gr=et
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That is not my

infor mation. ‘

# Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : With regard
to (d), do Government propose to issue licenses for importing mustard oil from Uni-
ted Provinces to private businessmen ? ,

The Hon’ble Maulavi S?liyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That is not pos-
sible. This matter was discussed in .the last Food Conference. Government of
India has not yet jssued orders for [?USIness in mustard oil from trader to trader.
The business is transacted between GOV?rnment and Government. 1

DG G TERRELL: Sir, are Government aware that large quantities of

: ily adulterated and mad : s D
d oil are heavily adultera : made unfit for human consumption :
mUSt%‘rhcoﬁon’blc Maulst\fx S;lg;;l Sir MHI—].AMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, we have
ts of that from certaxn areas, especially in Dibrugarh and Jorhat. )
repor;sMr. BAIU_YANAT.H MOOI.‘;EjRJhE: What about Sylhet area, Sir ? Was
ny sample sent 107 cxam{ngtnl‘or}, Sir : ’
Ay e Hon’ble Maulavi 82iyid  Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Not to my

knowledze, Sir- s .
nwlv‘iaulz;.\’i MABARAK ALL:  Sir, how many maunds of mustard oil have been
gsam !

imported to A St i, Pl

lmpo{"he Hon’ble Mzéula:éf;ﬁfhsg MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, the Govern-
ment of India allowe c?er s placcdaun?s as our quota from the United Provinces
Government. The ord¢e ed as late gg eight months ago but up till now about
90,000 maunds pave armver:

*
Speech not corrected.,
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Maulavi MABARAK ALT: Sir, is that quantity sufficient for the Province ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

et more than what the Geavernment of India has
port is available.

Sir, we' cannot
given us as our quota and what trans-

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: If thé Government is not in a position to supply the
nceds of the people, what is the necessity of controlling all these things ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:: Sir, I

will
request my hon. F“Cﬂ(l to ask the representative of Assam in the Central Assembly
to put that Question.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI:

regarding this ? . |
~ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, we have

been discharging our responsibility to the best of our ability.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Sir, may I know whether the Central Government has
been 1-cqu¢_:st;:d yitun, Coptentmentdy supply the - needs of this Province regarding

tard oil ! i _
mus The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : At least two
dozen times, Sir, not only by corresponderice but also verbally by me.

Maulavi MABAR.AK ALI: Sir,is it a fact that mustard oil i ;
United Provinces is highly adulterated ? oil imported from the

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir
. > & . 3 -
Maulavi MABARAK ALL: Will Government take it from me that the mustard
oil imported by this Governm'ent-fr.om the United Provinces Government is highly
adulterated and that no one is willing .to take this from the wholesaler or retailer?
The Hon'ble Maulavi Salyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  Ifmy Feiend is
tisfied after a thorough chemical analysis then I il take = 5 .
b;:-tc:fnzlt?'cd to !;akc heresay statement. ? will take his statement but I am not
! Maulavi MABARAK ALT : _Is it not a fact, Sir, that all’ “paods 3 A
Government are not sent for chcm:ca} examination or even selltb . 'P]{;,nll??rtﬁl 1 E
Laboratory for examination because if they are found adulterated o d0 e eaht ‘
asc Government may Incur 193:¢, ? amaged, in that
SR e an’blg_MaUth Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
hat suggestion, Sir. ] ¥
tha Maulavi I\{[ABfARA.K ALI: Will Government send some ojl for LUR -
nation which has Iccently been imported from the United Pro 1 or chemicai exami-
verify whctherl tIhCKfIam] I”g}élY E}Sultcmted or not ? vinces Government to
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SaA
S pew Question, Sir. My hon. Friend a¢ least asserted th?tU a]iiLA : This
and put 2 Question : Will the Hon’ble Premier or the Mj 25 these are
me that this is highly adulterated ? | said : if my  Frie 1315“3!‘ In char
analysis then alone 1 can acce ¥ cnd  had
i

pt that
Dr. C. G. TERRELL: May I stalcment,

ask the Hon’ T
that scveral s_amplcs were sent by iyself from Cacll)llai- I;I nccllnéul lnto accept my -assurance
for examination and practically all o Yihet
for human consumption. "I‘he samples were taken
1 would like to ask the Hon b,]c Premier, if he acc
them were found to be very highly adulcer
he will do everything possible to have mg
investigation into the whole matter for th

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : My

tioned that samples were sent w

Sir, had not this Government any responsibility

I will repudiate

is entirely
adulterated
ge take it from
made any chemical

supplier for projects.
€PIS My  statements tl =
& t many ¢
trlc-t(;c]ll :::u;{d unfit for human co’nsézlption ¥h3‘t
k .lf\“c‘ on mustard oi] and have a thoroug
: wettare of the people as a whole 3 '
e pe;%ker, Sir, Dr. Terrelj has quite clearly men-
¢h were equally and highly adulterated !

I can then enquiﬁeR\«f'{hgther that emanated from Government im ‘t' ivilian supply 7
. Dr. C'HG° Td %%’L: 1 will do my best to supply thatpoilnl.br ti Sir. 1
might be allowed possibly to refer to the Magistrate at Karimganj who E;lat;?:ilx’:g much
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interest in the matter. I understand, he has sccured conviction against shop-keepers
f};o_r selling adulterated mustard oil. I hope I shall be able to get full information from
im,

The Hon’b]c‘ Mftulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : T will be obliged
t((;) Dr, Terrell, Sir, if he could send me the sname ol a retail shop licensed by

overnment.

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT :  Is it a fact, Sir, that if we may judge from
Prf:?)sl repgrts adulteration and shortage in mustard oil is well nigh an all-India
problem : (N Angel .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULILA : Sir, we cannot go
by the Press report but both ady!tsre_itlon and shortage of supply is well-known.

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: In that case, will Government please, in
conbci@rt VV'lth the ngl.glr;bourmg Government, take some steps to rectify this very real
public grievance, Sir?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, we do not
%Ct our supply from Bengal. As a matter of fact, Sir, Bengal has banned export to

ssam.

= Mr. F. W. ﬁ@ENN}ERé‘IAS_SE'I;F: Is it a fact, Sir, that private individuals are
still importing oil into this trovince - '

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Not to the
knowledge of Government, Sir. = We have not issued any permit.

Mr. F. W. BLENNER}‘IAS-‘?I& I'T':  Isit a fact, Sir, that recently a permit for the
export of a 1.a1;g8 quantity of mustard oil to Manipur State was sanctioned ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : By the . Assam
Government ? In 1thal case the reply is ‘No’.

Mr. F. W. BngNNERHAS-.SEl‘"T:' Thank you, Sir.

Maulavi MABA‘_RAK -Alf'[ : Slrz_rs it a fact that one permit by this Government
t(})]abnercl;iagt oﬁii;lfggsggn}gin)tegn issued for getting a supply of mustard oil from
the United Provi Government ?

_1;1{& Hon’%:ugt?;n:la;ﬁaﬂsd nS;: %;JIEIAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir, this is
entirely a nc_w : c Cct.

: t}i\daulaw M%E‘;Sztft{eélgtlif;cagisog ;’;1 fact that tenders were invited by Government
or the purpose, c notification : '

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir.

_ Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Sir, do

Government proposc Lo encourage qultlvators for the cultivation of mustard sceds ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir . MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir, wec grow
normally sufficient quaﬂ_'lt('f-‘: of mu;qtar(} seeds which can be crushed and_ converted
into oil. The normal ylcii of the Province is 15 lakhs of maunds per year, but unfor-
tunately on account of ba d;nonsoon or l‘qthcr bad weather conditions, crop last year
was less than half. Acgoir kl}l]lsg[:; 1(1)::5 agricultural reports 8 lakhs maunds were expec-
ted but not more thzmS toaim i Stwflre collected. We applied to the Central
Government to allow uatheticpbut thesraF] seeds from the United Provinces. The Central
Government was syrggement f siich ga‘ dWaY people— Priority Committee—refused
e encourafgs i??hrgf transport seeds from the United Provinces to Assam on
account ol d€ :

. RAHMAN: §;j : : :

‘ Maulavi ABII);JSI: e aate whae S;f, Wlth_ regard to (¢), the Question is: “° Will
Government I?B P crcity it e Nerok ar?medzz?.te steps they proposz to adopt for
removal of this scaProviﬁce is being re act, Sir, that, this problem of scarcity of
mustard oil in the nd tay Tk Pcfflth in this House in almost every Session from
almost every quarter roposes to take or hmm the Hon’ble Minister in charge what
action Goger’?ngent PO as taken to remove this problem of scarcity
of mustard otl * A T

The Hon’ble I;f?-fﬂiv;tepfg;en f’;rthi\/IUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Government
have taken cvery eds which might be availml; !_.ast jiceny I0 DFOgE fo pEt M itm

able in the Province, they engaged one

procurement of s€ T8 fhiiita
Syndicate to procurc all the rd seeds. ‘In order that mustard oil may be issued

enm——
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to the public at a reasonable rate, i.e., at the rate of Rs.1-8-0 per scer, Government
fixed the controlled price of mustard seeds at Rs.11-8-0 per maund. That move was
frustrated by profiteers who smuggled a part of the sceds in country boats under cover
of darkness of night into the neighbouring Province of Bengal where price was about
Rs.18 per maund. Our attempt to get maximum procurement was also frustrated by
the local oil mills who bought secretly at a pricc higher than that allowed to the
Syndicate. So, Syndicate could not procure more than a lakh or a lakh and a half
maunds of secds. In Septemper last, we got all the oil mills of the Province, excepting
a small oil mill at Karimganj in the Surma Valley, combined together so that we
could regulate the issue of oil from these mills. But in view of the scarcity of seeds
this Association also failed to fulfil their mission, because mills could not get ~ sufficient
quantity of seeds to keep their mills operating throughout the month. They had
to close intermittently sometimes a week and sometimes a fortnight.
We have controlled the distribution of 0il in the Assam Valley and the oil that is

ressed out from the oil mills at C_;a}tlmu. At G:}uhati, the stock has been taken
 harge over by the Deputy Commissioner and he issues it to the Gauhati public as

ell as supplies to the other Deputy QOII‘HH]SSIOHCI:S who ask for supply.
w The quantity that was made available for Shillong was 800 tins per month. I
also know that the Deputy Commissisioner of Gauhati issued oil to Nowgong and as well
as to Tezpur districts. ‘There are also six mills in the Sibsagar district that would be
able to supply to the upper d1str'1cts. But I am told that for want of sufficient
cceds those mills could not issue much oil to the people there. It was in °
this condition that we requested the Central Government to allow  us more

uota either- of seeds or of oil. But as

I have already mentioned i
3 i - owin to
the transport difficulties, we have not yet been Y ’ g

: ik able to get as much as 25 per cent. of
our quota. Every possible steps that are open to the Government have been taken, but

we could not fight against the Centre or we could not fight against the Priority Autho-
ities. 3 AT ;
= The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I do not think any further supplementaries are
essary-. .
nec Mr. BAIDYANATH I}/IOOI&EI_{JEE: But my point has not been a
May I know from the Hon’ble Premier who supplied the stock of oil whic
fit for consumption on chemical examination both at Dib
::;tcd by the Hon’ble Pr(:{mcr. ?
The Hon_’blc Maulc:wl .Salyld Sir MUHAMMAD SA g .
. sued from the local mills in Assam, but whether it was aduﬁggi_‘? t tl The ail was
lb dic intermcdiar}’ of mlddlemcg,j Government have no informatio at the source or
ey BAIDYANATH MOOI“T‘E.RJEE: May I know, Sir hown.d'd
ent deal with this adulterated oil—whether : 1d the Govern-

they rej it or .
ment 4 open e e i % cjected it or they allowed it to be

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir My
nly in the market as commercial ojl. AAIAD ARADULLA That

op¢ *ble the SPEAKER -
The Hon’ble the ER: Orde d
gome of the Adjournment Motions. Mau{z’wc;rl\/{lar' i ke S

i oing to dispose of
A atior 1a 3
some 0] his Motion regarding acute Plimenie o) r Rahman Mia is to ask for leave

I L salt in the Goal istri
A t Motion regarding a orpara district.

Adjourmmen g g acute shor th G o

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA. MoC s el el
House to move that this Awembly do now adjourn ta disenns & SeB, e Of the
argent public 1mpdo_r ance and of recent occurrence, namely, the acut y rgte oy Er c;t
in the Gpalpara 1strict and discrimination against the ’im' i o e Sty
distributing the stock at the disposal of the Government migrant _Populatlon in

citatasiel @@ immigrant gy frgfa ae My o gBis @ > cotiatn
Tt A9 ATDEN | 0 9BtT 71 3 colfm =9 WE 20 sa feg oz 4w T30
o A& Se 7 7 Gt wizieg ' :

Wea {N 1M @az 7w @
szitrd fooF MFTF Wi @4 e 93 wizes TS wf;?jtt: |=n cﬂ?&iﬁ‘?’}f
% FASA ATV AT AUHRITS A Fhmify | o :

nswered, Sir.

h was found
fugarh and at Jorhat, as

was sold
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER
1 : iR : Has the Me -+ finis ’

%:i“ﬁvl ,BlﬁAEIOSR RAHMAN MII‘:/\”:“ ]\":l:s\nh T sk

on’ble the SPEAKER :  Will the Hon’ble Premi

3 ARER: sle Premier sav anvthing !

wordﬂ%eo??;ebiiifaulav, Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAI;{1,}1,;tlit-[llllﬂ%c-.s Sir. The
Pk a]leJ ctln‘(;]_mm.ﬂ 'I\'I()L;l()n,. which is well nigh a t't'IlSl]]‘t" \I«-)‘L}un . refers
ranR ey dicEl{enot 15;;:r1rfnzlatmn_ in the distribution of :niuui"st (iiflbrcnt

; ear anything about that alleged (1iscrimin:11i;n from the

- hon. Mover.
The Hon’ SPE R -
e Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, he has only spoken about acute shortage of

salt

salt.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULIA: I am prcparcd

to deal with the shortage. As regar X :
Tt is well known tg’ e Or(l‘({?(t;fi i}[llt- .U‘l]l!:’l ‘;?arl, I need not say anything.
middle of last year, and for the reasons “[{-H,'w.i; an acute shortage of salt about the
the floor of the House. It was due to the r.l.-lt, I have detailed probably ten times on
Port of Calcutta by the Government of Tos ]-‘,“‘E that Assam has been tagged on to the
Cutch in the Western India by steamers l();d.‘md our salt is brought to that Port from
were given one-tenth of the import to (.J-al:!u{tl-m[{ on'l!n:' coastal route. Originally we
been given about one-seventh of it. But (‘l-u:-‘lt )t—ll (.1[.{(_'1 I{lll(:ll (-u_rrc:spun(lcu(:c we have
dockyard in April of 1944, the steamers i o oa .scirmus. explosion on the Bombay
and the result was that there was an acute g} I-wt ply with the salt sent from Cutch
Bombay dockyard had been properly re b3t ]31 tag(:.of salt here in Assam. Alter the
Calcutta and we have been getting our :‘slhc lr(: there was an even flow ofsalt to
My hon. Friend complains that there E\I'-L.,
but in fact, shortage of salt was (:VCrYWll}.:vfls, an acute shr)rt‘:'lg:': of salt in Goalpara,
able to bring into the Province 1} lakh mzlu(; ddl t:_“'“ time. Since then we have been
Calcutta, although our requirement is on] 1151 E| hah’ per month on an average from
reserve. e position has now COnsidCrahly s i a.si we are trying to build up a
of about 2% lakh maunds. The district quo‘{q :][IJ:}?Y(((; and we l_]an«-_c built up a  reserve
er month, and we have been able to dist,-;];ut’c : L*l -Oalp.ar'a (I!SLI’]C[ is 10,000 maunds
of December, January and February—-15.660, ¢ ((;gt&“"t district in the last three months
As I have already passed an order to allow e .a]”d 12,400 maunds respectively.
23 ividnal, I propose to taisc the Goalpara quota LO 13 iopcr ptial i Mool By
opulatiorl- The stock in the district on the Ir;(t) M’ ‘]0 maunds on the Dbasis of
12,400 maunds has been despatched in the e lml?‘mfl 1‘.}’35 4,939 maunds and
which will be arriving soon. Sir, we have not heard ao cbruary from Calcutta,
Tidl of any further shortage of salt in the G SALG. U, Cf)rn])lamt from the local
officers Howble the SPEAKER :  Hau: oalpara district.
(e % in order. aving heard the Hon’ble Premier, I don’t think
d Adjournment Motion* g ulee
Ebf sggzzr"lcity of cloth is also out of ;tfdne(i]%g in the nan.c of the same hon. Member
T ng 2 ble Premicr, the other day in aving fcgf}rd to the statement made
s sa‘x)ne subject- conncction with an Adjournment Motion
e tl'11‘“:1143 third MotionT of the same hon. Member is : .
ant licenses under the Assam Food Grajpg = ‘_l“clgardmg {ailure of Government
to gr lled © modities to immigrants, and js ontrol Order and also permits for
controll€ nd morcover, these poingg is notan urgent matter and of rec
occurrence.. ‘. o House. So, I think ﬂb]_may be raised in connection with the Budent
discussion lnn’blc the SPEAKER : Sy 1s Motion is also not in order i
The Hon ™. jjut Lakshesvar Borooah is now to ask for leave

% I1-
to move h1s plo=9 AHMA
—IATIOR R N MIA 1o ovas Lo
t public importance and of Fece(::‘f 6 Thie Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definir,
Ccurrence, namely, the cloth famine prcvai]irixg“it:i

urgen® r. the in it 5
matter of rg districh ?:;lr?tlocalitie?;c.lu”'abIC mal-distribution of standard clotl
cloth in the rural areas

the GoalPe . imm
particularllyvlin I FTOR RAHtMAN l\r:lIA to move 1y
MaulaV' '\ public importance and of recent oo s Assembly d A i :

; S o y do now ad :

matter of ﬁrgrcsje Assarnl I‘oc‘)d-Grams Contro] :E'LI-CUI rence, namely,fthe failurﬂ:oggr(l}m dlscuzsltatdnﬁnne
licenses er o, have thus been depriveq of ler and also  permits for ¢ overnment to grant
e nigrants w. their livelihood ontrolled commodities 1o

rega

/
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Adjournment Motion 7¢: the operation of the Assam Acquision, Keeping
and Disposal of Gold Order, 1945, at Dibrugarh

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg leave of the House
to move that this Assembly do now adjourn to discuss an urgent and definite matter of
public importance of recent occurrence to wit, consternation felt by the pub}ic of
Dibrugarh owing to recent operation of the Assam Acquisition, Keeping and Disposal
of Gold Ordegr, 1945 at Dibrugarh with the misconceived, incorrect and unwarrar{tct,i,
interpretation put upon the word person® occurring in the Order to mean “a f:amﬂY
and ““gold” to mean “‘converted gold™ by the Superintendent of Police, Lakhimpur.

Sir, since the outbreak of the ruinous war and along with its progress there have
been a plethora of On}crs and Or}linfmccs in this country in the name of efficient pro-
secution of the war. Sir, the application or rather the misapplication of Ordinances and
the trouble under-went by the public have bc.cn ) the topic of discussion whenever
and wherever two people meet. RCCCB_ﬂ}’ my (I_lstru_:t has been chosen to be a victim
i Order, viz*, the Assam Acquisition, Keeping and Disposal of Gold Order,
1945. Sir, I have dcs:gngd])i used the word Syickim

The Hon’ble the Sl’hi\I\luR : Whatis the grievance of the hon. Member ?

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOA.H: Sir, I am just coming to that. As I was
sayings under this Order a legal c?u_ty is cast upon a person to disclose what property
he owns OF  POSSESSES _“'I“Ch accpldmg to a canon of etiquette or a sense of security he
is not inclined to c‘lsd"{’s"- The public of  Dibrugarh, however, are prepared to
forego the inroad iuponoz 1.ght of maintaining a sccrecy in favour of the good that a
correct rcadmg of the ‘Id(':l‘ aims to brm_g about but the matter took a serious turn
when on the 13th February ‘the Superintendent of Poljce came
and informed the members of the bar

to the Bar Library
_ r that such an Order has been promulgated.
S tlie members of the bar asking him about the meaning of t

: he words “person” and
cigold’* and as to how he proposed to enforce the Order, the Superintencﬁent of Police
replied that iorlt%}? Pll.ll‘{)psclof] the Order the word “Person” means members of the
ily and “gold”™ will include ornament also. T think at this s
fillr;;glcvaxlt sections of the Order, i o A
t Section 5 runs thus :—“No person shall
of five tolas unless he is in possession of a
. 23
AuthOﬂtY‘ 1 T A . -
Section 7 runs thus :— 11 bersons 1n_ possession of gold in ex
che date on which this Order comes into force shall immediately 632215:1 o g hﬁve i
‘Do Licensing Authority, and shall apply at the same time to him fe lel't < Same‘ =
the jispose O,f such gold, and shall be subject to the Provisions of para 01:1 1}‘;6“;6 todkgcpf
this Ofd%rr;lit Sir, there is a world el X
T st , Bir, tween the Ord

v acquire, keep or dispose of gold in excess
lcense to do so, issued by the Licensing

] : L of difference he
e Order read, ,w1th t‘he m:;nconge1Ved and unwarranted inter
words “‘person and H‘gold”. The iffere11ce, Sir
Austration. Suppos_mg Mr. Mookerjee has given o
{0 his three daughters ; under the Oy

der, as it is
1 eniserto keep the 30 tolas of gold ornaments, ’

te; as it stands and
pretation  put upon the
may best be explained by an

ornaments weighing 30 ol
Mr. Mooker; ew i e

ce need not take any
: ) But if ¢ i i

intchrCtauor-l of the :‘Supermtendent of Police, he lé'mthe i e 8 e
o rpaments without a license and : e

eep that amount of
of prosecution.

Jrpose of the Motion is to
ich the hon. Member comp-
€ on that interpretation. Is

1 without running 2 risk

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 thjnk then%n;i;l‘s}\
discuss the wrong interpretation of the Ordinance of wh
lains and_ ;IS% to discuss the operation of that Ordinanc
that the 1dea:

Srijut LATI]’?SHESVAR BQROOAI_—I * Yes, Sir. It i about the i =
- ?f the Ordinance. A/ccordn)g to this Order (without the inter e ci:ﬁ?r 2
tion is put on anybody to take license for possessing gold o i L
sections of the people in my district: one section is e B
ornaments weighing more than 5, tolas

for fear of 1 Faking‘. licenses for possessing gold
and wants to §tand by the Order as it is and takel'ltcljlsg Cc‘:)t;gé] ’J}elr?c: N o 5
il ~IpH e s SPEAKER * I do not know what thghon Member wants to
achieve by discussing the Adjournment Mot o . Member
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Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Sir, I want to discuss that the Superin-
tendent of Police is wrongly operating the Ordinance by putting his own interpreta-
tion to the words “‘person” and “gold”,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I have seen there has been
made in the Order, i.c., the limit of 5 tolas mentioned in the Order has been raised to

20 tolas.
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : But my point to discuss in the Adjourn-
Rules “to include

ment Motion is that since gold is defined in the Defence of India
coin, stick, block, etc., he is not competent to interpret it to mean ornaments.

_ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I will make the position clear. There has been a tremendous drain of gold from
India to China. It was being carried or rather smuggled sometimes by the Chinese
and sometimes by some other Military personnel who were daily going to China. We
were doing our level best to check this by ordinary means. But it was found impossible
to stop the export of gold and in consultation with the Government of India
this Order was passed in order to safeguard the gold ornaments of our people living
In that district from being smuggled into China, This Order was passed during my
absence at Delhi for a month. As soon as I returned I got a telegram stating that
cvery man there was complaining that the limit of 5 tolas was much too low. Knowing
the condition of our society and of the middle class houscholders in Assam, 1 raised
the limit from 5 tolas to 20 tolas, so that our ordinary houscholders may not be troubled
m any way. Only to check the activities of the smugglers, this Order was passed.
Therefore, if any officer has misinterpreted the Order, Government is not at fault. If
my Friend, instead of bringing an Adjournment Motion to censure Government for
wrong interpretation of the Order by the Superintendent of Police, had written to me
abqut this, * I would have passed authoritative instruction to the Superintendent of
Police so that there might be no difficulty as regards the interpretaiion of the Order.
Though my Friend wrote to me recently, he did not mention of this alleged wrong
interpretation, A small demi-official chit from him would have been quite sufficient
to put the matter right as quickly as possible.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Having heard the Hon’ble Premier, I do not
think this Adjournment Motion is at all justified. It is, therelore, not in order and I do

not give my consent to it. i
The next *Motion about the failure of Government to start the Rice Enquiry

Committee is not at all in order having regard to the facts that are well-known to

the hon. Member. I do not, therefore, give my consent t» it. , -
Adjournment Motion regarding encroachments to Kaimari, .axfd_ certain
other professional grazing reserves of the Barpeta Subdnv:_smn..

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then the next Motion standing in the
name of Srijut Kameswar Das about the ux:agtllol'iscd cnc;oac}rlmcnts and
mischiefs to graziers involving breach of public peace in the Kaimari, ‘Theka-paka,
Mandia and Manisimla professional grazing reserves of the Barpeta Subdivision.
This matter may be discussed in connection with an almost similar Motion

an Amendment

that is likely to come up.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS : Sir, I want by this Motion to refer to some definite
incidents of recent occurrence.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I do not think this matter is of urgent importance.

Any way, I would like to know the special reasons for this Motion.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS : MTr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave of the House to
move that the Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of wurgent public
importance : to wit the situation arising out of Government’s failure to give protec-
tion against unauthorised encroachments and mischiefs to graziers involving breach
of public peace in, amongst others, the Kaimari, Theka-paka, Mandia and
Manisimla professional grazing reserves of the Barpeta Subdivision.

#*Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI to move ;:— - .
““This Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance and of

recent occurrence namely the failure of the Government to hold an enquiry against the Government
agents for procurement of food-grains in the Surma Valley as per decision of the Assembly”’.
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s is an old affair in the Barpeta
all referring to these old encroach-
policy conference held at Shillong
into the professional grazing reserves of
attitude to nullify. the effect of the

Though the matter of encroachment in the reserve
Subdivision, 1 may assure, however, that I am not at
ments. Sir, since after the last land settlement
there have been various ;Lstcrm])ts to ;:ncron_ch 1

peta as if in a rush and with a ¢ slerminec
?CE?(S;!:E;OVG”““““ Resolution. _'l’his_ fact was p;u;tially admitted by .the Hon’ble
Premier yesterday. My cmnpln‘mt. is that the Government have failed to take
adequate prcvcntivg measures cilective enough to keep away the new encroachers from
the reserves even after the land settle

_ ment Resolution of the Government was published
in the middle ol January last. The result has been that in very recent times there have

been cases of serious clashes between the graziers and the new encroachers thus

endangering the public peace there and groups of graziers grazing their buffaloes in

the reserves specially in the Mandia and the 1 heka-paka professional grazing reserves
1‘ e assaulted by immigrant encroachers.

s In the Mandia reserve on the 10th of February Iast about

-oachers attacked and assaulted one employee of a grazier serioy

cﬂlcl,?; who for fear of personal injury fled away. Here the assail

Ot}l;ndred and twenty heads of cattle with a view to impound them in a Local Board

ao:.md in an immigrant area. The graziers lmd_l(_) come  to Barpeta and approach

the police for taking cognisance of th‘c case and giving police help to get the impounded

cattle released. ‘T'hey waited !herc'iur. the whole of the alternoon and by about the
ré ; arls , pn

evening they were sent back with dn.c ction that they should approch the Magistrate

for any police help for releasc of their cattle, ow these graziers had no time on the

day, yet, with difliculty they approached  the Subdivisional Magistrate in-charge that
« 3 . TE - 3 i -

very evening with a petition for police help to get the cattle released from the pound

as the young calves \\reé{:d:lt' the bathans tcllherecl all the day anqg had no mijlk through-

. istrate not pass any orde .

out. The Maglst; :Ecth:; quil\_:rm za“réd(f on ‘.I;at day_ and asked them to come next

day. The next d: )1_ e veo e h'nl) oo An order stating that pe could not give any
glice elb mKVIFW ft,i Hlld]‘:‘;i"(‘d f.l(lﬁl l)i?-ltl)gs at another resery inti

LT o imari ¢ ask - Petitioners : 44

incident of Kaimari g Tk weerin wors 1o put up the petition (o the permarent

Subdivisional Officer when he would return from Gauhati. Now

knowing when the permanent Subdivisionga] Officer wo

ne for a conference. So, they were at al
he had go e o : a loss.,
manent Subdivisional OHlf:cr would return,

l?:;.lmut food and without their youmg

The. graziers having lzad li() oth‘ur‘alu,‘x native }lfld to appy
: locality for giving them safe escort in goipg ¢ he

of the locz rom to the reserve, Tho S 0 the pg
ming back therefrom to the reserve, I'h

co ffalo impounded and after a goog dea] Wisamr i

o 40 or Rs. 50. 'This was the state of fFairg 1y g0 U

Rs. & : 3 N LTS an (|

{ the graziers in the other reserves oy

gited could not get any reasonable py

Under the very peculiar circumstayceg of the

25 new immigrant
1sly and threatened
ants then drove away

ilk for two days.
migrant Matbars
lease the cattle and
€. 1 per head of the
Mngdt_hey Settled the matter for
“ha reserve. ‘The “conditions

. " i :
the locu] 8raziers in the case just

goll S case, (p. Government officials.
ermanent Subdivisional Officer Lo come bagy o Bay they could not wait for the
the help of the Matbars much against their wil] pet.a and were

l 1 compelled to takf;;
: iling there. = In some reserves gy.y.,- . 'S Isnot the whole picture o
ings prevailing Brazierg | : p

itgju?cd in the very {Ja;'-ﬁmz.zhigit (l;c?ve geen m the rg rervE: ‘l}g pera;onally. attacked ang

. -y ar ] rs s = o -,

their properties '116“3 gIn vici% of all N approgcp t6 ithe 5 ult?mv Orl}g1 t1m:?l past anc_

tion from any quarte Sk . &l these, T S . 1oty they find no protec

order and I hope hon. Mcmbers wi]] glve me thi at my Motion is perfectly in

Motion.

lea\{e asked for and support my
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir

i i . YHAMMAD g4 . -
a2 Bk t_I_nnk o tb%raqs which haye now béenssg?elgti;LfL = erI._ISpeak%l‘,
mijplitient , Siijus Kameswar Dgg, the Adjournment Motion clore the House by
ments in these reserves have been gojp

YO 15 in order, Encroache
: S on for the last eight ;
in these reserves in Barpeta, i.e,

" ciars,  Encroachments
3 pICSGnt Bal‘pet‘l, Were Tnf‘nti y .

: . : : Iy ‘Ntioned f the
Line System Enquiry Committee which was published ip 193g. e epprt o

What my Friend just
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now stated is that the graziers of the Mandia reserve were put to difficultics on account
of the alleged occurrence of the 10th of February lasi. Irom his statement no new
encroachment is to be found. All he said was the pitiable plight in which the graziers
have been placed by the fact that the Magistrate did not take any action. T'he Magis-
tetra there is Srijut Ganesh Phookan. My Friend also stated that the young calves of the
impounded cattle were suffering for want of milk. This has got, Sir, no relevance what-
soever to the alleged encroachment. So, Sir, I submit that this Motion is not in order.

Then, again, he did not mention anything about "Theka-paka. and as regards
Kaimari he said that there has been a recent occurrence. Therefore, from the
wordings of his Motion and from his speech I am emboldened to say that the oceur-
rence which is alleged to have taken place on the 18th of ebruary is not a matter for
which Government could be censured. Having taken for granted that there was an
encroachment on these reserves, has anyone reported this matter to the local Govern-
ment ? I cannot be supposed to be omniscient to know everything. If there was an
occurrence, the party or the representative, 7.e., my Iriend or the Subdivisional Oflicer
~should have informed the Government what has taken place. We have had reports
from nowhere and therefore up till now we did not know what the question is about.
If the Government has no information from any source, cither official or non-official,
they cannot be censured for not taking any action in the matter. I, therefore, Sir,
submit that this Motion is not in order.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Having heard the hon. Mover and also the Hon’ble
Premier I think the Motion is not in order. These grievances as stated by the hon.
Member asking for lcave are not matters to be discussed in an Adjournment Motion.
So, I don’t give my consent to it. ’

Budgei Discussion

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I commence the criticisms
of this year’s Budget frorq both ends, namely, the whole outlook behind the Budget, and
the implications of all of its items.

Needless to repeat, Sir, we are under a Constitution which entitles our Ministers only
to ditto the demands of a bureaucracy whose top-dogs derive authority not from  this
House, but from an alien exploiting class—the British Imperialists of Churchill-Amery
stock. Everyone of us kn?“{’S that in such a corner, any Cabinet without the united
strength of the patriotic opinion of the Province behind it, without any patriotic policy
before it—can only maintain office at the mercy of these burcaucrats, and as such will
ever try to satisfy their orders and demands however mildly termed or worded those
might be. Hence our characterisation of such a Cabinet as a ““His-Master’s-Voice
Cabinet’’—and a Budget placed by such a Cabinet can never mect the needs of our
nly bea typical burcaucratic one. The one that lies before us speaks
only one language—-—thc language Of. a SlaVe-driver, it bears on itself the birth mark of
its origin, namely the bureaucratic one. In no respect, Sir, our Hon’ble Finance
Minister could manage to change this characier of the Budget—and at best it is only an
exact replica of the last one if not worse.

Let us begin, Sir, from the assertion of the Hon’ble Finance Minister that ‘“despite
the fact that Assam is not yet Oliit of the wood created by the peril of war, and during a
large part of 1944 was subjtﬁcte 'dm actual attack by the enemy, Government have
throughout given thc,flo,’}?s hqonm ;.ra“o“ to the need of limiting civil liberties to the
least possible degree. " o his cz‘le it the Hon’ble Minister has given us a decreasing
number of security prisoners and persons under various restrictions in the Province.
And add to that his tremendous sympathy towards the Police Department because of
the mounting strains on it. One only is at a loss whether one is hearing a Maxwel or a
leader of the Great Mushrri: League (Iz’lrga:msation. Any honest patriot would instantly
begin arguing with our dmaélfc i Inister  saying, ‘“Yes, Mr. Finance Minister,
Assam enjoys civil liberty 11 _fe I b anning of Congress flag on the plea that Congress
orwanisation is banned is civil liberty no doubt! But for God’s sake, look at Bengal

ganis e leaders are in offic ogsi i1 v A
B4 €. They have not banned this flag on this

where the same Lea - :
plea. Look at the Punjab Muslim League—-they are fighting tooth and nail for the

realease of @Gongress leaders and you a brother Leaguer boast of civil liberty when

peoplc—it can o
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scores of patriots lic in jail or live under intolerable restrictions. You have cc_)nsidered
much indeed to keep up the banners of civil liberty by banning ali meetings and
processions in almost all the districts in the Province, Whenever we have to hold a
meeting or a procession to express our opinion regarding all the problems that affect
our life, you show us the bungalows of the District Magistrate. Yes mdecd_ you have
given us much civil liberty to keep mum about your food and cloth bunglings, your
policy of nepotism and graftg : , i
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: This matter has been sufficiently discussed in

connection with an Adjournment Motion. Why does the hon. Member introduce this
uestion in his speech on the Budget ?

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Very well, Sir.

I am not one to believe that these are the real sentiments of a Muslim League
leader. These are the words of_' the Gods of the Secretariat. )

I shall begin the Budget criticisms this year from last pages of the Budget estimates
of Assam for 1945-46. _Samllar']zmv:smn on capital outlay in the last Budget has been
deliberately misappropriated. The huge sum has been spent for procurement of paddy
and rice but no procurcment has been made in the Surma Valley. The bitter criticisms
in the last Session of the Assembly had no effect upon our adamant Premier who has

deliberately neglected the suggestion of thrc‘ Assembly and the decree of the whole
House has not been seriously attenc_lcd to. To my letters, which he kindly mentioned
in reply to my AdJour_nment Motion, and which always relates to these affairs and
release of prisoners which sometimes a(!wsc him to draw himself out from the clutches
of bureaucratic high- officials and whicl, also even warn him, T have not got a single

Assam Gazette of the 7th February does

reply. Enquiry Committee appointed by the
» a8 recommended by the House.

not consist except one the same personnel
o :
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Direct purchase of paddy and rice b
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urchased the custivators’ Buro Paddy at the lowest rate of Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 and sold
at the rates of Rs. 8 to Rs. 10 to 1\'Iymcnsiug traders at Gaglazu‘that ]
In spite of the dirty exports, lakhs of m 7

aunds still remain in 1 P
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g ndicate to chez}t cult‘llvators will Cel'tamly continue, s{;icgvere dpne by the
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in the good book of the Supply authorities, because they can casily gratify them with
gifts, and this seems to be one reason of the ariti-co-operative attitute of the Supply offi-
cers. From - the facts coming from all over the Province, we find that the same is the
order of the day. Does it not enable us to conclude, Sir, that the Ministry has its unseen
hands behind these anti-co-operative games? Let us look at the matter from the other

side of the Co-operative policy. We know hundreds of cases where applications for

the registration of the Co-operative stores have been duly sent and  they are not being
registered by the authorities for months together. And in the whole co-operative
policy of this Government one will not find any room left for training of co-operative
functionaries even when they boast that Assam has now about 1,600 Co-operative stores.
From this, Sir, one and only one conclusion alone can be arrived at.  "The tall talks of
Co-operative policy of this Government is only a cloak behind which the actual
practices of the Cabinct, namely, gratifications of the Supply Officers and  Cabinet
Members are being carricd o with impunity. Yes, Sir, their Co-operative policy is
one of systematic killing of these popular organs of people for obvigus reasons.

I would show how this Cabinet has handled the problem of education and particu-

larly the question of Primary Education of the Province. While even in the last
Session of the Assembly this House resolved to fix the minimum salary of Primary
School teachers at Rs. 40, this Cabinet has almost by-passed the decision and in this
Budget appropriation also you can clearly sce that the decision of this House is not being
implemented. I am not going to show here and now the shallow plans envisaged in the
Budget estimates on “Grow-More-Food”, Public Health and such other items. In
course of Cut Motion on these demands I will deal with them. In a nutshell, Sir, I
want to characterise this Budget as nothing but as a slave-driver’s Budget. '

 Curiously enough, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has kept himself completely
mum over the land settlement policy of the Government and it is this policy which has
raised a storm of controversy inside and outside the Province. It is the policy pursued
by the pesent Cabinet on land settlement which led to Police firing at KKaimari, an
indicent which must be deplored by all. It is the same policy which is responsible for
creating innumerable clashes all over the lower four districts of Assam—clashes
between indigenous people and immigrants. ‘The Province is drifting towards a state

of civil war.
It is most unfortunate that the All-Partics Conference held in last December

But whatever decision was adopted the
t it. From the reports that have appear-
f one opinion on the present policy pur=
ition with regard

A

could not come to an agreed decision over it.
Ministry do not seem to have honestly implemen
ed in the Press it seems that the Cabinet is not o
sued by the Government. I invite the Finance Minister to clarify his pos
to the present land settlement: policy. Sir, failure on the part of the popular organisa-

tion to come to an agreement has its reflections on the Cabinet itself. It is most un-

fortunate that Assam has a Cabinet which does not pull together on a vital issue on

Jand settlement and these differences are not now limited within the four walls of the

Constitution Hall. We hear that after the Kaimari incident an Hon’ble Member
of the Cabinet went to the spot and encouraged the encroachers not to leave the spot

where they had been settling. If such be the state of affairs, if the cvil is there inside

the Cabinet, who is there to prevent it from outside? Itis the general feeling in the
minds of the people of Assam that the Cabinet has agreed to a policy only to satisfy -
the indigenous p_cC'Ple and the representatives, but by a back-door policy they are

going to nullify it andlth‘és satisfy the immigrants. Such a state of aflairs cannot go

on, and it 18 b_ound to lead to conflicts which will ruin the peace and prosperity of

both the in}mlgran_ts and indigenous population of Assam. The only way out of it is

not the poli of dishonesty and hoodwinking of the public nor evading the problems

but to face facts squarely and to come to an agreed solution among all the contending
parties__ConngSS, Muslim League and the Tribals. There must be a Cabinet which

should carry the confidence of all to implement the agreed dicision ; otherwise there is

only the black nights before us upon which the alien bureaucracy will rule.

Finally, let us touch on the so-called Post War Plans and talks of the Cabinet.
One simple question will suffice to show the hollowness of the whole businesss Who will

L B ot
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plan this Reconstruction and who will carry it into practice ?  An alien bureaucracy ?
A partisan and unprincipled Cabinet ?  Sir, we alsc think in terms of Post War
Reconstruction.  We also visualise a  better Assam and a better India. But this
onerous task can be done only by a full-fledged popular Government—real united
Government of our patriotic parties. i

With these words, Sir, I would recommend to the House to reject the Budget as
a whole and request again to set up an united Ministry in Assam backed by the repre-
sentatives of the Congress, Muslim League and the Independents ( Laughter.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member has got only one minute more.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Let us come to an agreed programme in so
far as matters relating to land sc'.tlcmcnt,_ food and civil liberty are concerned to save
our people [rom utter helplessness, dls}l:tlst and complete degencration, and to pave
the way to ircch_m and democracy. Ehrough freedom alone, we will be in a real
mood and opportunity to carry on all the Post War Reconstruction Plans and make our
land a rcal home of plenty, progress and hap]?gnc:fs._ 7

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is always embarrassing to fol]
Comrade Roy. I ]_1;1_\"(: no x_rrltcntfon of imitating thc‘spccd of his delivery, ow

No Finance Minister ol any country or any Province has ever the right to ey
audience a higher praise than the common phrase, ““Well 8 expect

it migl
This Budget could have been a great deal WOTSe. b ght have been
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- -
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es of social betterment will depend

The second poin. to emphasize is that most schem
that incrcase. The

on increasing the productivity of agriculture and on taxing
one great lesson which the war has taught in the sphere of taxation is that the
common man must contribute to social benefits if thosc benefits are to be  provided
for him quickly. Taxation of the Rockfellers and the Birlas produces spectacular
individual amounts but Beveridge for all needs contributions from all, even though
the contributions are graded according to capacity. In India the Central Income Tax
has taken charge of the big fellow. In the Provinces we are Icft to deal with the little
fellow and the main ways of dealing with the little fellow are by Land Revenue and
Agricultural Income Tax. Obviously we cannot increase the tax on the agriculturist
unless we can guarantec and increase his- prosperity. Nor can we increase the
Agricultural Income Tax unless there is a reasonable guarantee that the ‘Tea Industry
remains prosperous. The Tea Control Act may take care of
what takes care of the Agl‘iCUltmjl’Sl ? In my opinion, the soundest basis of Agricul-
tural prosperity is a stable price for the agriculturist’s produce and scientific measure
to increase that produce. Government may claim that they have done wonders in the
sphere of education and public health. But these are nothing compared with the
achievement of guarantceing to the agriculturist, at least in the Assam Valley, a steady
and profitable price for his paddy A difference of 8 annas a maund in the price of
paddy means 400 lakhs of rupces. Now let us assume that only 20 per cent. of the
crop, comes to the market and is sold; that means not less than 80 lakhs hard cash in
the cultivator’s pocket. The cultivator will profiteer like most other people if he is
given the chance. Butin my view the cultivator is not asking for the opportunity to
profiteer : all he is asking for—a small request—is that hc should bhe protected from a
slump and that is wh.at Government’s buying operations in the Assam Valley are doing
and, I hope, will continue to do for him. I personally consider that Government are
holding the price at too high a level but this difference of opinion does not affect the
credit which is due to this Government for holding a price at a pre-determined level ;
it is the ability to hold that price steadily, come what may, which marks the real
success of Government’s policy and the biggest thing that this Government can do
for the cultivator is to protect the price of his products from slumping. This is, Sir,
the saine wide problcm which confronts President Roosevelt’s administration as well as
that of the President of the {\fgentinc Republic. This war time lesson should be
carried forward to peace time. I'he cultivator should have the price of his produce
protected and thereby his ability to pay land revenue maintained.

Having given Government credit for their rice control policy, I should like to add
some remarks about controls generally., There is a disease in the Government
Secretariat called ¢ COHtrO!OP‘hObla-”_ One Secretary to Government bites another
Secretary and soon the whole Sccyetanat Iroths on paper into the most rabid controls.
New associations spring up overnight to deal with one commodity, others will spring
up to-morrow to c?.cal with another commodity and others to transport articles. Some
control in war time 1S inevitable, particularly that of transport. My quarrcl with
Government’s control 18 that they assume. that all private individuals are scoundrels
and that private enterprisc does not know its job  (hear, hear).. Last year I asked
for the brakes to be taken ‘;ﬁ‘a" soon as possible and I make the same appeal tnis
year, and in doing SIO’ P el k{lot speaking only for the industries represented by the
European Group; but ]?tra?ea lﬂdg for cvery trader and for every manufacturer, and
particularly for the small trader and small manufacturer. I think Government’s policy
towards business enterprises. should be—praise us when we make profits which
Government will certainly FE);;;ICO?SOIC and sympathise with us wlien we make losscs:
encourage US to. recover I« slumps: exhort us to improve labour conditions and
<z for we believe that high wages for labour go with high pro-luctivity: but for
: eﬂz:g'cs’ = k lease stop controlling our dajly [} ' L uc g s

1ency’s sake, P av: He aily lives by amateur burcaucrats however

Enlightened those an_latcurs ;’11?1 }‘3: '}; \
Bilro ety 1016 lte?n cc‘)‘;r*rtllc tion Fn F}:nance. Minister has not put into the Budget.
ost O P € Public Services.  Corruption in this Province

That item is the ¢ P g
2 that it is difficult ; : L
has increased so much WE 10 note ‘'what are its present limits. The

the T'ea Industry, but
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like  Walpole in the 18th Century, is beginning to think that eve
avcrage person, lhike Go ,Iﬁ-nmcm service has got its price.  Every new control which
person (:nnn('(‘.i-(-(l— WI'Lh ’n-\-Ll'IT sult for the pl;llin man to get that- \:vluch. he seeks.
is introduced makes it mon B to handle articles in every day use brings in new and
RyEry HEW ?rgu.nls;lt;:;TIS()T:;tr égz(:sothc new men swallow the new mora}llty bYd 5“311_’1“8
inexperienced men. - cases, the new men are so incompetent that their underlings
their services ; in other cases, It is inevitable that the public services should be
can take bribes wirh 1mpumt}-, k| etk Government, made in measured
: «d in war times. But iy charge agains ) Hintbler Prermisam i
i : ade in the same measured language which the on'b
LABERAES, nIhll- is that this Government have shown no rcsoluuoq
this Asscm ))-’nr::nptir)n which they know exists as well as I l-:nO\.v At and _as well as
stamping m}”-‘- ['the Assembly knows it. If responsible Ministers will _bot act
every Mem ’“1 £ matter, corruption will continue to grow : it will be a recurrings item
vigornush’ ”c} t‘]tkl'nr‘thc ’ncxr generation.  The disease is deep-rooted and its eradi-
’ in every Bu. -gt_ a drastic sul‘:fiCEll opera:ion \/Iem‘, /u‘m’). 1 suggcst_ that Govcrnment
cation ].L.quule‘f {-1\'-1):1)«@1' Vastbsllnls it they woul‘d S¢t up a s]_)ecxal. branch of the
would 5"“"{ l,l‘f';ti}:'mion Department manned by officers of proved integrity. I know
Criminal ‘1:)18 ‘that there are no such officers _avallable. _ to which I must
shall be there is no more important job than this _:md if th{". will exists, the
reply th?li be found either in the Provinee or from outside. Here is a case m which
oflicers wlll cy the Governor and his Ministers should act together. 1 would invite the
His Lixce Clll' the Assembly to Article XX of the Instrument of Instructiong issued by
atrention 0’ the King to all Governors.  ‘This runs: “ And generally our
His ;\Iﬂjt"f‘l‘fumi in ]11?11 lies to maintain standards of good ad_l‘niuistragion.”
H]'“”,I(.l](:c‘l Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Is it permissible—criticism of any action of the
5 ‘
Govcrﬂf"x WHITIAKER : Ifit is not permissible,  Sir,
J\'.h', ase in which we can fairly appeal to all
Here 15 1c‘m restore the administration to stand
GOV(?E'III()} Budget in another respect is dis 1 eter he grant for the cdst
11:)1, lice and the absence of any schemes for mechanisation, here cap be no
of the (;1'1[ the Police of this Province are too thin on the ground . N
dol'cll)tlothlc substandally increased, but
nece

they should be S0 €quipped that the
san can do the work of three policemen cquipped in
o]iccﬂ =

in
in seeking out and

Governor

You can pyle
in authority ovey us—Minis
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appointing. I refer to t
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ters and

new
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arc trai uipment, a better type of recruit with better Pay and a pq. special; n
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fraint e
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ic Sir, T come to a criticism of the Budget which r ;
tll ::;g_luyéove;nmcnt for the last two ang half years c%:r three yeay ﬁmdamemal
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stock.. There is .no item for Cess although on my calculation -the
Industries in this Group alone have paid Supply Department up to date
more than 20 .lakhs of rupees. There isa figure in the Revenue estimates of
Rs. 25 lakhs under Miscellaneous Contingencies and no other detail whatsoever.
This, Sir, is the sort of accounting you would find in ¢ Alice in Wonderland.”  Nice
round figures. In the Budget Estimates the figzure for purchase of foodstulis is Rs 300
lakhs and for Miscellaneous Contingencies is Ks. 30 Jakhs. In other words, the
estimates are drawn up not to the nearest lakh but to the nearest 10 lakhs,  Finance
Department may find this nice comfortable budgeting, but I confess it makes me
profoundly uncomfortable. All the Finance Minister says is that the real closing
balance of Government accounts will be known when Supply «perations have been
closed down. Sir, with all respect, I can only describe that staterment as nonsensical .

. Government have been trading for two and half vears and they have not yet published
any trading account, nor stated what Profit and Losses they have incurred.  All T know
is that they have exacted from tax-payers with rigorous puf:(;luulity a very large income
indeed by way of Cess and for which they have published no accounts, and apparently
have no intention of publishing accounts. Whilst approving of the levy of Cess, 1 can-
not approve of the suppression of accounts.

Secondly, Assam Transport. Here too is a trading concern in which the risks are
enormous and in which a yearly statement of trading as well as a Balance Sheet is
essential. Members of my Group, particularly the Scottish Members, have a  very
great respect for Profit and Loss statements, Balance Sheets and for Audit certifi-
cates. We were told when Assam Transport first “started that it was to be run on
commercial lines, which in plain language could only mean a system ol commercial
accounting with an arynual Profit and Loss and with a Balance Sheet showing the
Assets which earn the profits. T am a supporter of Assam Transport for I Dbelieve it
did a fine job in an emergency when there was no other agency. But I am a critic
and, Sir, I am a hostile critic of the manner in which it presents its operations for public

Motor Transport in this Province is an extremely risky business for damage,
quickly play havoc
opera-

scrutiny. )
wear and tear, and the difficulty of getting spare parts can

with any fleet of lorries. What the Assembly has a right to know is the
tional costs for each year of Assam Transport’s life and the assets, together with
the depreciation charged against the fleet earnings. The accounts are unintelligible
to either the layman or the expert. As an example I quote—an entry in the Budget
Estimates of 1945-46 under the all-embracing phrase, “Other items—Rs.45  lakhs.”
Again accounting in nice round figures. ‘Therejs a suggestion in the Revised Estima-
tes that Assam Transport made a profit of Rs.3 lakhs in 1944-45 because the recover-
ies exceeded the total cost. Similary in the FEstimates for 1945-46 on the same un-
sound calculations, the suggestion is that the profit will be 123 lakhs. I know that to
be impossible for the profitability of Assam Transport has been reduced by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister hl_msclf'_makmg special and extremely praiseworthy efforts
to procure additiona]'vphlcles _fql‘ public use in the Province of Assam. It is
because the Hon’blc_ Prime Minister by his own personal efforts in Delhi has been
so successful in pressing th1§ demand that Assam Transport will no longer have
a virtual monopoly ?()’;Sa;‘rigl 1‘;%;22%5” be able to charge cxcessive rates. It is

as likely to make 2 e
In making these c1~'1t1bc;sms I'Speak as a sharcholder. If Government goin for
trade, we the tax—paY“f"ﬁht tocm?{e ﬁharc]l_(‘:{ders in Government trading concerns and
have the elementary 1}“]1g dledas the Ministry, who constitute the Board of Direc-
tors, how they have ?iI)'e arug:rtm?-ney' More specifically my criticism 1s against
the Supply aﬂ_‘i HO.‘E; Fins?nce DI;S or putting forwa.rd these accounts ar_ld more em-
phatically against ; s o de P?ftment for accepting them. The Finance Mi-
nister is a trustee for }: ' that Fi ol this Province. I would ask him a very definite
question—Does he t 13nt3 2 dlpance Deparment has discharged this trust Dby
these acco > an@ 1 case the answer, as occasionally, is in the evasi-

swallowing e 2
ve, may I ask another question ?  How long will it be before Finance Department
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will do the job for which they are paid, viz., to extract from Supply Department
and Assam ‘Transport a faithful and punctual record of their trading opera-
tions?

Having made myself unpleasant, I ought to say that owing to the cxcessive rate
of cess chareged by the Supply Department and the very high freight rates charged by
the Assam Transport, both these Depa tments may be able to show a credit balance on
last year’s working and the Supply Department at any rate to show a credit balance
in 1915-46. That fact, however, does not invalidate the criticism that after two and
half years trading, the information available of the accounts now

published is pre-
(7iS(‘|}' nil.

A conclusion w!:ich the Finance Minister has clearly established is that our reve-
nues are elastic whilst our expenditure is highly inelastic. Tt will
to reduce the expenditure on most Budget heads without either causing distress or
reducing  productivity. It is, therefore, all the more important to find
new sources of taxation. I would suggest that G.O\’(:l‘lunt‘.nt take immediate advan-
tage of the con_cludmg_ portion of Sir Jeremy Raisman’s Budget speech in the Cen-
tral Assembly in Delhi _whcrc\by he Sugg'_{_(“stcd that the Central Government’s assis-
tance in the administration of a Sales Tax would be forthcoming if Provinces
agree. In Madras the Sales l'ax ha:§ _alrca:dy become an important source of
revenue. In Assam the cost of admnnstruuun would be prohibitive, but if the Cen-
re would, asitso easily could, administer a Sales Tax either for the whole of India
or for a region which might include Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and Assam the admi-
nistration expenses per Prov‘mcc Wm'ﬂd l)f: small whilst the yield woulzzl be substan-
tial. I would also suggest for consideration a substantial increase in Ceurt Fees -
and St:u_np Dqty S0 l_ong as large amounts of purcllasing power 1‘ema-..in in the
hands of certain sections of the public. I agree with Mr, Adi; ] - ti

as aflected diflerent classes i rerv differ A itya that the war time
boom has i es 1n very different ways, but it'is undoy btedly t
that large sections of the people are in possession of wealth which wil] 1} R
quandered on litigation, and there is no reason why the State Vil be largely
sq 1 State  should not take
some of that sq_uander;ng.

Reconstruction is a subject which will be discussed later The
wish to make here is thi'it this Province, by prudent management of ; fi
during ' the war years, has acquired a good reputation in the mones 5, Hnanges
obvious that large programmes of development wil] require not Lo, marke.t. It is
]mge-scalc borrowing. Government’s record so far wi e only taxation but
row at cheaper rates than ‘,Vou!d have been thought possible six el be able to bor-
achievement Government ceserve cougratulations. How diffe Years ago, and for this
have been can be seen by looking at the Budget rent the result might

- of our pej
; faced with problems not very greatv q; neighbour—RBengal- _ywh
;:Enaged fhiem at &GOSt afn dcﬁy 8 y different from our o g which

i . : wn b ;

‘ Cit amoun : ut  which has
whole of the revenues of this Provinge, "Bg I Crovey o a Sum greater than the
I therefore conclude as I began, wil :

la v
peen a great deal worse than it is. erdict th

Maulvi MUil;IlAdMMA}P MAQBUL HUSSA [N
e have asscmblcd at this House at 2 iy : Speaker, Sir,
r{lc bordcrs. of Assa.m and Fhe internal geace%fw};se;; ;El?se;l:;llleg. have been griven Foom
the aggressive arémes of Nlppqn. I hope the black cloud of fSturbed_ in any way by
a short time and we shall enjoy the sunshine of peace qnéwi:igrf‘: will v‘}r};lish witﬁin
i ¢ Iness, - has

3[1)1 ’t 2{‘;“1&8, anld we have bui!tp high hOpe: izaévcry
d so the Bs'iic 1 @ tme by the Hon’ble Minister,
i Nlini:t get fc_n- the year 1945-46 is not up to
sugh he dig while presenting the Budget talked
an talk of rec . 1Ot give us any idea about the pro-
Foince of & ?nStl‘uLtmn only when we have got construct-
Bt li 554, - construction in the side of Nation Build-
0 talk of reconstruction is nothing but putting the cart

not be possible

only point I

at the Budget might have

CHAUDHURY;

sphere of our aCtiVit'it:S‘. Budget pres
Finance, cannot satisfy the people an
our expectation. The Hon’ ble Fin
much of Post Wa_r Reconstruction th
posed reconstruction.  We ¢
tion. In this unfortunate P
ing is almost nil and as syc
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We have not got the minimum facility of communication. Even
subdivision;

before the horse.
the 15th

the different police stations are not connected with the headquarters ol the
people take recourse to methods of communication that were prevalent betore
century; hundreds of people arc dying without treatment and without medicine ; bulk
of the people are uneducated, resources in the Province are as were before, but people
are suffering for every necessary article of life ; every necessary article of life is  existent
in the land but for the people nothing is available.  Not the law cnacted by the cpre-
sentatives of the pcople governs the Provipce, but it is the Defence of India Rules that
is ruling every administrative affair of the Province.  Liberty of  the people is curtailed
and though popular Government is established with the real representatives of the
people, still the prestige of the people has not in any way increased ; all businesses are
under the control of Government and the people are at the mercy of the oflicers
strongly armed with the sharp weapon ol Defence of India Rules.  While the condition
of the people ol Assam is such, the talk of reconstruction is nothing but rid:culous.

Cloth famine prevails throughout the whole Province. Although the Hon’ble
Prime Minister does not admit that the fault lies with the Assam  Government but with
the Government of India, still the fact remains that our people are not getting cloth.
Bales of cloth that come on Government account, vanish away in such a manner that
the cultivators do not get the mill cloth at all.  Muslims generally do not wear Dhu-
ties but Pyjamas, but in the market, no long, cloth is available for making Pyjamas.
Standard cloth removed the want to some extent, but not ecntirely. T'o mecet the
demands of people, so far as the cloth is concerned, Government should explore all
possible avenues.

Government has not yet been able t> place the Rice and Paddy Procurement
Machinery in the field and so the cultivators are not able to sell their rice and pa.idy.
This has rendered the economic condition gloomy in the rural areas. Cultivators are
unable to purchase plough cattle, the price of which has gone fantastically high,
Agricultural labour has become costly and as a result of this considerably large areas in
Buro growing lozalities remained uncultivated. Injudicious restrictions put on the entry
of the Bengal Bhagzaloos into the districts of Assam and the manner in which the rules of
restrictions are brought into operation by the ill paid officers of the Rice Control Depart-
ment, has created such a situation that I am afraid, sufficient number of Bengal Bhaga-
loos may not come this year.” Last year the number of Bhazaloss was much less than the
number that came in previous years and the cultivators had to undergo a considerable
loss. Ifitis repeated this year too,the economic condition of the Province will be
worse. I bring the matter to the notice of Government in time so that Government
may revise their decision and take timely action.

I congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Mmister for his cordial treatment towards the

In spite of the difficult situation created by the war, a number
1,13,775 and a total

Education Department.
This is

of new schemes involving a total non-recurring expenditure of Rs.
recurring expenditure of Rs. 3,40,248 have been included in the Budget.
what ought to be. :

But a minute observation will show that the Hon’ble IFinance Minister has carried
coal to New Casile. Murarichand College, Cotton College, Radha Kanta Handiqui
Girls’ College and Jail Road Girls School have consumed the lion’s sharc of the new
grants. The Hon’ble Minister proposes to spend the money in such arcas which
are educationally much advanced and where there is every facility of imparting educa-
tion of high standard. P0901fltion of the rural areas needs education the most, but
better attention has been paid to the towns of Sylhet, Gauhati and Shillong. In
order to take over venture primary schools, Rs. 25,000 an/ for direct grant to venture
and non-Government seconFia:L'y schools for boys and girls, Rs. 50,000 have been
provided. The Hon’ble MlnlSlcr of Education has provided money for spreading
education among the immigrants. With a view to encourage higher education among
the Muslim girls Rs. 16,000 (Rs. 8,000 recurring and Rs. 8,000 non-recurring) has been

rovided. This I highly appreciate, but at the same time I beg to submit that in
ith the demand these provisions are inadequate. I cannot appreciate

comparison wi
the provision of less money for lower strata of education. In order to push the case of
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. ' : girls’ education, more liberal grants -
boys and. rirls of l-u—rnl af.f._;_q am‘l lll-lt of'“h(i;;:zllfllzn{?xlil‘.scaf‘ctl o tl:anks to-the, Hibuthie
areimmotonts, L Bl Mixky i i iR I grant of Rs. 5,000 to the Sunam.
Minister lor Education for making a non-recurring gr: s
gm}i]((}lc‘)J\I'!-L:_rz:,r;]vnt held a Muslim Education Conf‘crcnm: in 1943. That con‘fcrc?ce
; mended  certain changes in the curricula of Madrassas.  But I ‘“?‘ sorry that
]('(:c‘\)iltj'xlrx‘n‘:u have not yet brought the rccommend:él1011.; of that conference into opera-
Sy b Bebeas: ' - she be done immediately.
tion which é‘CC“\.(\-]Illii]llilt?)t(I)“:III:J(''thli](ta)xl:}\tli éonl‘vrvncc was hci)d on 27th October 1944, at
A”m'h'm“ L onference recommended Diniyat and Urdu to be introduced into the
Sy-”“':l' Fl l.]r‘lhirl(l Madrassas on an optional ~basis. Khan Sahib Maulavi .Dewan
e “d’ Ahbab Chaudhury and Khan Bahador Maulavi Mahmud Ali do not
l\.I“h:“nml['l this change in the Middle English Madrassa curriculum. : 8
APPLEYe 01 .. Friends have perhaps forgotten that the so-called Madrassa ‘education
My clim edl by Warren Hastings in 1781 no to give religious education to the
was Intro tilf was introduced for creating clerks of the East India Company—Warren
I\‘I“Sl.'ms' hile introducing the so-called Madrassa education established the Calcutta
[Hastings W l,ith the money of a Hindu gentleman, Munshi Nava Krishna Deb, after-
I\'iacll-;xss_ifl‘gl..lja Nava Krishna Deb Bahadur of Sovabazar. Warren Hastings did
wards ,Md lsin‘:rlc pie from the Muslims. Historical records rather show that the East
not .talz? ?npﬂ;}' was not very much friendly with the Muslims. Girculars were issued
India i;;joard of Directors of the Company  to suppress the Muslim culture and educa-
by the When by Lord William Bentinck the system of education was changed and
tion- 1 of Persian, Bengali became the court language, the products of the Galcutta
inswa,( a, who were thrown out of state-importance, launched the movement of boy-
Ma‘fjmsii]’c new system of education as it would according to them, lead the votaries
cotung ew system to Doozakh or hell after death and not to the heaven, the ultimate
of thcfnan pious people. From the ill-conceived idea of this boycott movement the
goal ](-)ﬂ.1 community suffered to the backbone. How many persons have gone to Doozakh
i\’hisil 1 do not know but there is no denying of- the fact that the great Muslim com-
Oz-u:ily has now accepted the new system and in order to keep the Hastings system-
11

{rassa as the seed-bed of Islamic education, some coating had to-be applied on the
Mac I myself am...

5'&’5“".'}1‘['18 Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Order, Order. The hon. Member will continue
after Junch. !

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch ] 2 P. M.

After lunch
Maulavi, EM}}JHAMMA? MAQBI\UL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY .
d with three new schemes of Miqq) English Madracc :
f;mmel(iitzelittle Arabic education thy ¢ tnghsh - Madrassas and | ca

t is imparted in {les Madr:

o : . P 1es¢ Madrassas prod
Ll;:ult in the life of a student, My friends are also not votaries of Y
v

prilliant productions of the “Bentinck system and sil}
theavinil out Arabic 11teratur? from the new system Junior Ma
11;5;0 dungcr;lh:f‘xsb{nyl_(‘ox}vm?\on. Urdu litel'atU}'c Is a very rich literature  and it is
easicr than the Arabic 116(1;11}11:; Dmly‘at €an easily be learnt through Urdu. T stand
to support Lhe\lcconfmfn_.xtm_ns of the 1944 conference ang urge  upon Government
o bring the recommendations into operations without the least possible delay.

I regret that I cannot congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister for the provision
he has made in the Budget for establishing a Tibbiya college at Sylhet. This is
nothing but an idle sc-her}ne. In these days of scientific advancement, establishment
of a Tibbiya college at Sylhet may remove un-employment difficulty of some particular

erson but I am sure \yﬂl not meet the requirement of the Muslims. T humbly suggest
that the Government, if they want to patronise the Unani

i B system of medicine, can
very well send  two or three students (o Delhi Tibbiya college for training. As far as

I myself am
n boldly say
uces no good
Hastings system but
they are good Muslims.
drassas will not put Islam
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-my information gues, India’s best Tibbiya college and hospital at Hyderabad (Deccan)
failed to attract students and patients as the medical colleze and  hospital could.  Will
Government see their way to withdraw this item ?

As f:or agricultural improvement Government activitics are
expectations. Only two or three schemes in this or that subdivision will not improve
the condl’-_"m of the cultivators. A regular programme should be drawn up and a
country-wide reconstruction activities should be at once started. In cach centre the
CX_PC‘FICHCC(J cultivators should be taken into confidence. Government should not
think that our cultivators are idle and they need any sermon from the officers.  Our
cultivators do not require any h.clp from Government for their agricultural works except
u_lhcn_ they meet difficultics which they arc not able to sclve themselves. My sugges-
tion is that agncultl:lral improvement socicties should be started in every rural centre
and V}’”h the help of these societies, improvement work should be started.  As far as
practicable, Government should not take shelter under the Post-war Reconstruction
proposal.

r 1 wou!d now m’akc'a few remarks about communications,
d‘fHC.UltY of communications more than the people of Sunamganj.
subdivision in the district of Sylhet which is not connected with the headquarters
station of the district. For four months in the dry season we have got Motor Bus
Services and for the rainy season we have to depend on country boats. There isa
steamer service between Sunamganj and Sylhet, but that is not at all regular. ‘The
boat journey is so tedious and costly that people when required to go to Sylhet think
it as an insoluble difficuity of life. The service that was being rendered by the country
boats in the dry season 15 also coming to an end in the subdivision of Sunamganj,
because the river b.clds are going to hf: silted up soon, rendering the communication
within the subdivision a]f”"St impossible.  Boulders and shingles that would prevent
the coming down of the silt from the hills have been taken away by the Military and
the river beds are silted up.  If Government do not take up any schzme to keep the
water borne communication open, I am afraid, all business of Sunamganj will come to
an end during th‘-"df}’ scason. FUI" rainy scason a regular stramer service should be
restored and the Sylhct'-sunamgi_inj road should be made fit for all weather traflic by
uonstructingIW(mdcn bridges.  Ail the rural centres alsp should be connected with the
subdivisional towr. .

People of the rural areas in my subdivision arc not only suffering from want of
cloth but from's.ai.t, sugar and other necessaries of life. It is learnt that the quota of
r will be minimised in rural areas. Gur that is available through controllzd shops
¢ at all fit for hun an consumption. But still our people are taking this rotten
stuff for want of sugar which I am told is going to he “reserved for the people or the
urban or the semi-urban areas. Another oppressive rule introduced by 1he Supply
Department is that nonc will get any supar or salt unless he purchases dal from the
controlled shop. The Hon’ble Prime Minister, the other day, informed the House
that no order to that effect wa]sdr;vgr_ 1ssued by Government, but still this rule has been
persistently fol!owed in mfy SUIJ] ;Vltslf}n-h_ I have to request Government to take imme-
diate steps against the enfort,lc : nt ol this unauthorised rule.

It will not be out 0 tl?eat%c ODmem;orJ here that only on the 22nd February,
Mr. ¥: K. Puri, T c. S'I"{c mld‘ﬂ:h C}Ig‘_ll‘y’ Commissioner of Sylhet made a statement in
the Press Conference: e on caed }111335 Reporters that the Central Government had
made it ComPUIS‘irythc oraiof ﬂ: COIders to purchase khesari and arahar dal.
Whatever &Y ’.cn A - el ¢ Lentral Government or of the Local Government,
mv humble submlsslr?lpe”cd . puré’;ffflaserhwhet]u_:r townsmen or cultivators of a
village should behﬂzlld - ot e l‘ﬁfusedast Wiamr, khesari or arahar dal and if he does not
purchase dal hctS I?c immediate steps a :,-?i >¢ supplicd with salt or sugar. I request
Government to 2 Before I resume ngw :gt the opeiation of this rule. )

My time 18 uP}ovision should be mad at I want to lay stress upon four points.

These are (1) }ﬁ hoys and girls o, € tostart schools in rural centres in such a
manner that 2 ch a manner that e‘;nhrccc:we education, (2) . roads should  be

constructed in St Ch and every village can be connected with

much below our

None is feeling the
T'his is the only
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the subdivisional town, (3) dispensaries must be established in such

each and every patient gets medicine when needed, and lastly (4) the controlled
shops should be so distributed that r.nch and every house-holder could get his
necessaries without any difficulty. With these words, Sir, T resume my seat.
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Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 refrain from entering
into the jugglery of figures of the Budget for the year 1945-46. 1 shall be failing
in my duties if I do not place before the hon. House a few facts which most vitally ,
concern the people. The main problem that concerns the people is food. People
were encouraged and also they entertained high hopes as soon as the charge of
supplying foodstuffs was taken over by Government. Now they have been disil-
lusioned. Wheat products are too inadequate to mect the bare necessaries of those
who cannot take rice. Whatever is available, is time-worn and full of maggots.
Original quota of sugar to the Mangaldai subdivision which was very inadequate to
meet the requirements of the people has again been reduced by 50 per cent. without
supplying gur for its substitute. The problem of mustard oil is most alarming.  As soon
as the price of mustard oil and mustard seeds was controlled and monopoly right of
purchasing mustard seeds was given to a company constituted at Gauhati, mustard oil
and mustard seeds disappeared from the market. ‘I'he subdivision of Mangaldai
has been going without mustard oil since December  last. The Deputy Commis-
sioner, Gauhati, who was given the charge of supplying mustard oil to Mangaldai '
has stopped to supply it since December last. The requirement of the “subdivision
is 900 maunds for 2 month. The Deputy Commissioner, Tezpur has given the sub-
division some 50 tins to meet the requirement of the free ration ol the Government
servants. The Deputy Commissioner, Gauhati, stopped the supply due to dearth of
oil at Gauhati. It is a fact that mustard oil is not available in the ‘whitemarket’,
but, Sir, in the blackmarket, immense quantity of oil is available in all places.
Then, who is to control the mills and dealers to make the commodity available
in the whitemarket ? Here, Sir, I pause for an answer. The people of the
Mangaldai subdivision who cannot afford to pay for blackmarket (I know most of
them cannot) have been compelled to take Badam oil, without considering  what
may be its consequence. - :

Next is the question of common salt. It is not an article of luxury. A man
cannot go without it. The quota for the subdivision of Mangaldai 1is 3,000 maunds.
The population of the subdivision is 3,25,000 according to the last Gensus and due to
influx of immigrants since the last Census operation there may be an increcasc by 25
thousands over the aforesaid figure. Out of the 3,000 maunds, a family of one member
has received half a seer, a family of three members gets 5 chattaks per head and a family
of four or more members gets one powa per head. Hon’ble Prime Minister declared
on the floor of this hon, House in the last November Session that salt would be
made available at the rate of half a seer per head for the whole p()pulation of the
Province. But, Sir, this declaration has yet remained un-redeemed for the Mangaldai
subdivision Government orders regarding supply of half a seer per head have
been communicated to the local authority without supplying an increased quota
over the original quota of 3,000 maunds. ‘One powa of salt for a man per month,
particularly for the villagers, is too inadequate.  They have been compelled to fall
upon the blackmarket to supplement their quota of salt.

21 cita 492 ¢FEh F9
I

. Yarns have'dmappeared from markets. People have experienced a yarn-famine
in the countryside. For dearth of yarn, making of cloths by hand-looms has
been stopped. In the interior markets yarn is sold at a far higher price than the
controlled price cven befm”c‘ the inspecting officers freely. The introduction of
Price Controlled Orders has given silly traders opportunity to make money and
the unscrupulous officers to add an income to their monthly salary.

Controlled goods virtually have been denied ) ‘
sat Stributi to the people of Mangaldai subdi-
vision. dThc fqlSt}?buctl]'ng' centre for the controlled 20033 has becng o
the S;.ﬂa;r o Tthe t1s_t1r1ctf::1r1d wholesale shops for the commodities have been
gpenet; LHERe: e retailers from Mangaldai for half a dozen of hoes, half a maund :

.
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of washing soap, ctc. are to go 60 milcs up to Tezpur in og"dcx" to sell them at Mangaldai
at the controlled price. The margin of _profit, which is .(.Lll(fwcd‘ to the rcta_llelils,
is too inadequate cven to meet the transit cost of tl}e_ _attxclu§ from Tezpur., The
result is that the supply of controlled goods to the subdivision has been stopped,

Mangaldai town is notorious I'o}' bad water. All COHde{IBd ofﬁqers are
posted at Mangaldai by way ol punishment. After a long period of time the
Hon’ble Minister of Local Sell-Government has attended to this long-felt public
grievance and has made a provision of Rs. 5,250 for a tank in the town. Although
it will not redeem the grievances entirely, still my hearty thanks and ’those qf _the
rate-payers are clm:]to the Government in general and to the Hon’ble Minister
in charge in particular.

" th\lfigfc“:}fz)m 50 thousand bighas of waste lands have been included in the
-olonisation area in the dislriut_ oi'_Dm'mng to provide land to landless. I must
- sratulate the Government for this. But I am sorry to point out the way in
CDII’O;; the local authorities have distributed the land. The landless, who have
et and homesteads in the established villages adjacent to those recently thrown
housccolonisation areas, opened out land there some three to four years before,
p fﬂc cost of considerable labour and money. Their lands have been allotted to
atmc other landless people, making the former holders again landless and directing
slocm to go to some other area, ten to twelve miles from their home and home-
thds' 'This, instead of casing the situation, will create endless trouble and harass-
Stt“lt to the poor people. The Hon’ble Revenue Minister has been made aware
I?ctlhis fact in his recent tour to Mangaldai,

i Grow-more-food campaign has given a satisfactory result. It would have been still
more satisfactory 11"] the C.}ovuiumcn‘t would have taken timely steps to make plough
cattle available to t‘l‘C Clllcitwatci)l%. ]I'or want of plough cattle many of the cultivators
could not bring thc_n Iz;n under plough.  Plough c.attle‘ have been rare and too
dear. Government, I believe, wil] be up to the occasion for the coming year,

The condlrtxon OffGO;/ernIncI;t Aided and Secondary schools has become most
dcplorablc.dl\f_o_st d0 tFnl:: graduate teachers from these schools have Jeft their
services an J?mtl: e ?or?rylappomgnents under Government on better pay.
The efficiency o !.‘]CSC schools  have suffered to an utmost  extent for want of

chers with required q_uah[r_culwns. It is happy to note that the Hon’b] e
- Minister has recognised it and has made some Provisions j onble Educa
tion i ove the situation entirely, it will give at | s e Bu_dget. Although
i may BOtImpE ’ Stve at least some partia] reljef.
sastern part of Mangaldai  subdivision . .
: mil‘;:ants frlgm Eastern Bengal.  The Publlcashave been ooupied hy the
lmadrassas and one Middlc Eng in this JTum
governme‘“: In this area, beginnin area \:rnh
oW1, thcl’c 1S not a SIDglC {'\ldcd or - ate Hi h 1 t()lwn to the Tezpur
t take High school educa.t.lon cannot but go ¢ s agld School.  One who desires
'tIC“)hc poor illiterate guardians who kn galdal  town or tq Tezpur town.

. oW  verv lit{le i v
eldom send their sons to the town for v, litle of t_he Utlhty of education
5

O Cducation. Educatlon . :
h a i of th n
these parts of the district has become too costly GOvernment sh (ltd chlidren 1]
steps 10 Taise the standard of one or twg of ou take early

Middle English Schools to that of 11 the - existing Junior Madrassas  and
One word more, Sir, and T finish, want to know

taken to stop blaCkmark‘ctm.g? Everything of daily hak robs
in blackmarket but nothing is availaple in fair
tion to existing police staff ypqg
control the market. But, Sir, amop
officers 1 a4 : ¢ € blackmar eting have been enc i T

. ouraging it. Govern-
ment should in no time think oyt some plan ¢ i
swofils, Sit, T resurite fiy sont. P © check these officers. With these

Government have
necessity of life ig available
market, Host of officers in  addi.
» have been appointed to

8 these officers 4 sense of competition of who
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¢ ghaegt | afre fAfsy TAlca oreea alzA afgals 73 Bm corem wa Feid
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Atd w42 Sfzits A FfEcs A o S Sizta Alemi  comata Afem
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sl A ze0s Wil 9 Altgh dotata #fErsi |
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ofs zZa W AfEm =t = @
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g wae ST wRttm of zEEm e wgfAE Atg |0 S wteftnd i+
& aim fofmif Ren s 67 om wasf witd = S T ZEACERE
o Frebedl wbneT wiPm ggdm wiw Te ftaw A, g, s, FhE I
sigrea 1% Fuiz =M ¢ FoF wgfomed fen 92 947w S =it Afag
ne) ofSta 9 A AfraEm wfEm e gem @wo Al Atg, aifE, FE12, ©fF
et oA @ SR 9 Afmict @bicaa Ated afelzais e Acdz Bifs
g FEACE ¢ SEeE oAt Gl Afies i | .
@, T, G, 92, TEitfw wites immigrant &3 IZLfiA sifeFm ahenta
Fer e ST 4tr, AfTs, @ wfivs wife BBl FTa U A o
fewa fiffrs AT AFAT T atzies SlEim it drales TS ©fF
g AZS T dita wwEW Sizifwelcr cgEdiaE waE W 9w ARIE ga 3
: de 2L >98O T AT St v fowr o o ) akE A SIF e
e AT ahemta fres m Adtatn oresm Ata womeFB s awita S9d 33
Sfacg | o2 T ST AW gy dteAts A AW watea g AAATT SRS
Lo oot o FECS W w, abnie s w7 wifmifea etz Th G,
ofFr qB TSI G@a T Asdzm wvm wErsta @ Sited ger TR MR,
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gwEl A, dAige =1 Afgm difste ¢ quas Stzifchs cstq s dew onewl 79
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g fam  @uiztenm |

I T Tt PEIEE dn RERICEINE I s SO (5 I P |
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T | AF, ake, Atals, 9iw€, fE-—fifm pETe atm s off o
FHE @RI g Al PEATE 9l duw sfite biE oat | e it fwelts It
A AT gw oM TRAFE AT Gfien e s wfm v
ZZaNE | :
ai cSIEE It At aivm e stef et genfits Yol

gt At 1 Immigrant &3 WA ARSE g ﬁ‘\sf"q-mm TEe: YoB W
BTt “am  sim

Argm za, APIAICr OF st WIS A e w1 s Bfigape
A’ GdE otzt cetel FlarergT—2 ey Bl asbatae tmgn TICOEA | wiElg
a7 S | srrE @ immigrant f5tF & food-stuff s wholesale gz3 rgtail
i rem ZA T, Seea Sl TwIgE AN Py 7 it gw Ctaty ﬁ‘ﬁ T
a% cAtm cFEP Atzrere | B, g, T, Iy =% W@ Ay BF a9 at:ﬁ
sizitra 42 TIET AT 5 M, IEF 72 AT Sletfls agq T <ES 7, ey
of 107 T BT Al TS T | T Tl s ew, Ftote & i
o ﬁjﬁ'ﬁlimmigrant €T TAT T ©F GfY 47 qgpesgye T T,

Ffire s 982 1047 {399 Q19 ST FTe Te 1=ty 1ie ; : il

5 ense (qaz

Sizicra SHIwifRaltes 14 3% 229103 | U = R,
o1 Immigrant f‘qcrt_?ﬁ FHIg i consumer goods 93 whol

retail ¢l permit T license 7'@1 z7 713 | ] olesale w3:

8 | Immigrant froft F1418 & figag e

¢ retail tviFFica7 license I permi i ard F1olg \g et

v‘?;go:lﬁale g PErmMIt orem =21 1%, Tres ©izta :}tﬁ;
@ | FAEIE AR VAT A2 WM AL ey

erict SIEITRT TN T FEACS T4 BTG | Sl oy ;‘g’i 1'? % iflﬁ'm S —
g R AL N 9B e frmg
o | Immigrant faitF 43179 1T Thg AW =5y T S
creT T TE |92 fhetas AT (FIF G It Qg truck <n° oS¢ 3 permit
ZEalte | : ., ™ 17 order P
At this staﬁe‘the Hoé]cg% lt(tlci: i‘S{Jeaker Vacated the Chajy and B
ditya, Chairman, 3 g ab :
Nath ?| Iymmigrant g w1 B. A_; B A u Rabindra

B. L., Zwifi ©ob f*tﬁ‘@"@ﬁjﬁﬁ ;@G 21 fircary asl o A MLA,
o (T A A CFATg (FH FEi Tg BT orem =y s A vore A L6
oigw @ity SIzifwelts FH w9 29 A2 | FT 4 A e
v | P. W. D., Forest T9t{#d (317 fystret T cony
fielc oo 29 AR ©EEA ST A oty g _Yact @3 =% immigrant
e | ) 1 L
» 1 Immigrant @%@ 0 41V Fiffmre ga Aoy
Stzieed ioia 2Ield (ota Gl %2 T4 dify “Tit%-cs :- L R
7T A AT | A2 a@Fh AT AT T 2RIy 4 Foes SR B55 Py cia

3

ZRTSy A, T OiFithg 8ob (4w A4 TG gy ey nﬁm OIS Jtetyy g @en
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0 | ItHAT immigranterm AFCAZ A% | AT SRITEA BITTA Al T |
B@ o= 377 IGMCT qTTFH S00—00\ A7 FEAy | A Ao Sl z1Eid
eta siF Ac@E Aot afm aftcers | §% dwd Bleoita sy 2zl HanA (e
aFH @ e “w BfEeaEaa trem za W
55 | Efiteebram catats ¢t wlwla 4t orgm T alT, WA AwTad ol 49
oAt WagET 27 2 @Al A A9 mwEF Algta gwica yfrta g 2R fAE CTend
ATRS fofem wrag w4 aF FlB §uad 319 4Tz Avw AT AnA |

53 | TCRAMAR At frder SpErA Stn cwta i rem va WY wrET SN
{1 4T St TS AT M | AT 5a Zie A s atn {2y AFas o Al
g7 947 GfRm AT ACE? etgta T it wta i o) faca g crera At fred
257s 4fw #41 WtEE FEA St alTeE AiGicaa aay atam A A 7l e
AfTe A% Efﬁf’ﬁ@'!]*“é Tt GibE 9 TErers | 9l B 9cad #Ea 44 eI A
b2 FATA ASATAE atwt=T T,WFFIMI?T’JTR? i M oreata faf=s Twaa ATz Ffam EF
i e, FA6, 4%, %1, Development scheme, st wtag #S {4 A= N2
Ftwtat faoks Bedte sf@ala o7 cadta gauemty a7fe ddrr a0 A2, Cilommander
wF4 Ao Afe AfEd o st fwces awm waw afmreT | A4S TS
gl Z2Ai0g Tors A ASH Stm-cAlgta-fratya siFaigl, awa A oI Bl
zoaits | 9% FAfET Aol At qersta atey Aa afTim cirast acatata tfE eI
qurABta SAfES dtwt=ifEa Szt m=tat s vt a4z 40 atfest 17 caTEAT T 9Fd
qaateY sifFacs, Mafs FfEas, awraa oft sAism w2 = wwed F4T FAATE, Afaa

(et A FAT S 992 G cAetEm s

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: This is not a fact, Sir.
The CHAIRMAN (Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya) : The Hon’ble Minister will
get the opportunity to refute.

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA : saca« catata atgi z209 A4
ctata AfFw @ pF pE wfmm fofem e z2ates | wi=gA pairdd (Fiata
Gfw cAletzm @@ | 97 AFIT 28c TES Solzlge AX 7% Tty BlEas |
atEEa 40w FAEAe A A% wfmios o atsEl pEaaeE 4fs aeiibied s
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immigrant 7 4, i, Afer T wl=ata way Atzta iz
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g Az (e 2 St i w s g | sy @ity ey, SIS 3EE
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e Z5F @ @IS TN @ AT @ wwyim wi@r HfEm o wia Faeoty ST
tzlfFeic fafey T TS onem =87 |
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Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Sir, preferring not

‘iticism on the Budget which'ﬁ‘.ils_ to seize o
i ll'lc'lt:c of windfalls in every direction T shall
;'::rhﬁic present Ministry h:l\'("ht‘.t"ll :11!1‘](- to s
effect of the war of present m(llzgmtut e—
against the wishes of its people.

to offer any fruitless
pportunities of bringing about orientation
endeavour by brief references as to _how
ave the civil population from the ruinous
a war which has been forced upon the country

3 I > i i c lil\\’

o1 < ; .

1d ’ T'he decision to dl‘;lg our l)COp]t': to the war 1
\1’01 . 4

; > world. Sir, recent utterences of Messrs, Phillips
W and_ 2 e lcmg‘u_t‘t }E;Ii'tti-(l)t\;? oli("}{i:;:\nstxl,dm;il ’h-lI?'. Sorensen in the }mmeland of the
and Luis Fls}‘c-rlm Ulz‘ldtih.c {\-();'Icl mind in spite of sinister t;ﬂ_'m‘ta_ of I-_Ial:fux, Amery and
British people il UTI:-I e s Sir, the stifling deadlock prevailing in this unhappy land of
Linlithgow to hooc \l\m v-1.rr:uu::d inc;u‘cm?uion of the Ministers of Seven out of eleven
India, inhuman e 1“1]\(:{“1111- flowers of the nation and world figures like Mahatma
Provinces 1n I-n.dl-‘l E"'Si’ll']‘\l Nehru and Maulana Abul Ka]nm_Azz}c; amply demons-
Gandhi, Pandl-t j'd.‘:-;ot‘c()‘HStifution-’l”}" a belligerent country. Sir, it t_hcr(_-: was any
trates that I-m"mrltblloqe outstanding events, that dm_lbt has been constltunonally and
(](‘)Ubf-_' in ?l)-lltf 2d by throwing out the Finance Bill in the Central ASSCIpbly last year
cfﬁa‘c“vc]yf (‘af]‘ two great political parties, viz., the Congr(.:ss and the h‘Iushn} League and
by g Youi;?ive elc?nc:ms in the country and thereby, Sir, the cup o'f hur{ll]iation'brou-
other P! Ogbl L‘the‘LOl‘dS of New Delhi and White H;ll_l lhcn}sclvqs for ignorip
ght u!??n]-uf was filled.  Sir, in the midst of such_ d1st1‘trs:s111g Circumstances
tut-lo‘m—l- ‘[oo'k up the reins of zldminislratim’a of this Province ﬁl!ly
Mlc?llilt-‘izations that the poor inhabitants of Assam sh
an

all have to {
tline Province of India in this war and it is f.vorthtvhtle to
% fro&;nistry has been able to acquit igself. Sir, first effect of the
this

is no longer a secret to the
ad not the sanction of the Legis-

g the consti-

the present
‘nowing the hardship
indergo for hey bein

take account how fayp

k war felt by the oor
itants of this Province was when their movable and lmmovable Properties were
jntialily ed or acquisitioned for military purposes. Scssmn' aflter Session for the Jast
"Cqu;sclrl:::zvc have been lu'aring of the harrowing tales of misery
few Yyee

£ their hearth anq “"0U8ht upon
isitioning and :1ccuisitionink Ol their hearth ap home g
SO ]ézr)vr;:eriills:-::t to E;’1H‘ord the lncccs.sary %clicf. Instauyes were o and failure
of thlf—Inuse by almost all the Members'of this House 3 Sl
the = how the Ministry have failed to check the }'ﬂn_dencies of the Ofﬁcia]p 1tica
allcglcnd' 1’0“" to trade on the misery of the people. I“h chel‘nment
high arcll by ;:11 Members of this Assembly ['czr their f; et compe ’
Cha_fg‘—iturists for requisition and acquisition of their Property according to? nSatlo_n to
agl.lcc]il to the Provincial Governments by the Central Govcrnmcnt. 2 PStructions
issue,l..aking advantage (_)f the negligence exhibited by the Ministr
agistrates in several districts o

['both the Valleys have been
ersons aflected by compulsory acquisiti o
to

A 10N or requisition of e
their sweet will. My district which has been bearing
& iatic Eastern theatre of war
si¢

: has been the Worst victim of the vagarzileg ofu- t of the
agistrate. ¥ % V%llagm_‘s there are ordered to leave their homes, Crops ; p
ins in their granaries withip, the shortest possible notice, withoyt at t% . th
razlering any percentage of “Ompensation or without Providing any
ten nging any facilities for r'Cmoval of thejy rains in the Sranarjeg
arraltrgy which are their mainstay and without arranging any land v,
'Oliims of war should go. * & & po lands and houses of
:éguisitioned and being

clisappointed for not being
dancing attendance at the Deputy Commissioner’s offi

etting even the bare marketable price of their
grc now unknown,

e ﬁelds,
Same time
land for ¢ em or
Cstock and

unfg
i the pooy villag e
a rc to get ap COMpensation b
¢€ lor months they Jefy all h ¢
Property ang whercabouts of OII:;?S o
any

e liv
Where the

Hon. Members know that I
The poor villagers sought m
my movements, I was not

have been forced to

Yy help. Owing to the man

live the li
able to ascert

ife
Y humiliagp. © Of ay

ecluse,
ain what was their ¢;

ouble anq (<Strctions o
to what reliel they are entitled to under the law. With great  dim © ascertain ,¢

Cu]ties could
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gather that neither the Mandal nor the Sub-Deputy Collector nor the Extra Assistant
Commissioner in charge of requisition was responsible for the delay in awarding
the compensation. Itis the District Magistrate who was responsible for depriving
the poor villagers of their legitimate right to receive the price of their propertices.
The Mandal and the Sub-Deputy Collector submitted their assessment list  to  the
Extra Assistant Commissioner who also checked them and submitted to ?he
Deputy Commissioner for approval. The District Magistrate put ofl  sanctioning
the compensation recommended by the Sub-Deputy Collector —and the Extra
Assistant Commissioner in charge of requisition, on the plea that he proposed to
have a personal inspection of sites and the houses and trees for wh.ich
.compensation was recommended. The inspection was put off for months _dunng
which all the traces of /utcha houses, crops and trees vanished owing to
occupation of the sites by the military personnel by building camps and by plying heavy
lorries. The District Magistrate naturally finding no trace ol the houses, crops o
and trees, cut down the amount of compensation recommended by the (Jﬂ}cers'
and thereby deprived the poor owners of property their due. T'o add to the misery
of the villagers no arrangement was made by the Deputy Comimissioner to pay
the land revenuc of the lands occupied by the military. As no compensation for .
the properties was paid in due time, there was delay in paying land revenue of
the -sites and as a consequence; their estates were put up for sale—this happened
in last summer. I shudder to think what has happened to thesc estates of the
poor villagers ! _
: Sir, the civil population throughout the Province have been in the mercy of
the District Magistrates for five long years in the matter of getting their due
compensation for the .f'ailuxje of this Government to publish the rules embodying
uniform principles in granting compensation to the people. After repeated
hammering on the Government by the hon. Members of this House, such a set
of rules has scen the light of theday only a few days ago, but a perusal of
the rules framed by the Government will reveal that they do not make a near
approach to the liberal manners in which compensations are directed to be awarded
by the Central Government. Sir, a few days before leaving my headquarters, I
gathered that orders have been received from the Government to award
compensation at a revised rate to the people of my subdivision, but owing to the
long lapse of time intervening between the period of actual requisition and
recent final orders, whereabouts of villagers have been unknown to the officers.
The much needed due was not available to the villagers at the time of  their
direst necessity, I am pained to say, owing to the inexcusable delay of ° the
District Magistrate in according his sanction.

Sir, I feel I shall be guilty to my conscience if I do not comment on
the ruthless ways adopted by this Government in interfering with the civil rights
of several citizens of the Dibrugarh town. Sir, several Congressmen of Dibrugarh
town have been kept under externment orders since 1942, The cases of the
following gentlemen deserve  special mention. Dalbir Singh, a young man of
Dibrugarh, suffered rigorous Jmprisonment for one year for his offering Satyagraha
in 1941. While at Gauhati jail, he underwent a major operation a short time :
before his release. I had the painful experience of seeing him at Gauhati in '
December, 1941. I saw him absolutely wrecked in health, pale, anaemic and-
hardly able to walk unaided. With this state of health, Dalbir Singh, somehow
arrived inhis native town of Dibrugarh, > :

FRUENRSH, | Dleibers will fbe. surprised and shocked to hear that he was hardly
two or three days in the midst of his relations, when an externment order was served
on him from tth (i?overnn}int of Assam demanding his expulsion from all the
districts except fyoalpara without making any provision for his stay and maintenance.
For several months, this youngman, dogged b T Goal ted P

charity. His repeated requests to Goy y glee At oalpara ha O lhve
ox;re not heard. He lived at Goalpara wj frnment to grant him a subsistence allowance
xas carying onVEsistence: st @oal arWIth' the greatest imaginable difficulty. Sir, he

bara with the wrecked health, being weak and
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cmaciated, had  also an accidental fall due to* which he sustained severe injury
resulting in  fracture of his leg in 1943. After repeated applications to the Deputy
Commissioner to allow him permission to return to his home at Dibrugarh where
facilities for X-ray examination of the leg is available, he was allowed a short period
of time to go to Dibrugarh to get his leg examined on X-ray. He was under
trecatment ol an Assistant  Surgeon and as he was not completely cured within
the time allowed by the Deputy Commisioner of Goalpara, he applied for extension
with certificate of  his attending surgeon well ahead in time but as the
Deputy  Comumissioner dcl;}ycd in  sending his orders, Dalbir Singh had to
overstay his first leave. Sir, in spite of cverything that Dalbir Singh did
to get an extension of his leave from his sick bed, a warrant of arrest was issued at
the instance, I think, of_ the Superintendent of Police, and on prosccution of which,
Dalbir Singh was dragged out u.[' his sick bed and entreaties of his women relatives
with tears in their cyes to stay his arrest by a few days, were not heard and Dalbir
had to limp to the lock-up surrounded by  constables, weeping and weeping. He
was thus taken to the Thana before me and my heart bled when I saw this pathetic
Slglltéi;-, if the hon. Members of this' House excuse a personal - reference |
that even since my Ch.lldhm.)d a look at the picture of Jesus Christ at the Crucifix
Arouscs in me a flood of emotions and tears roll my cheek as I brood over the plight of
(;od’s messages of peace and love to this world at the hands of the heathens and pagans
Sir, the question arises in me and du;_s in me \\'hcthqr that sight is any the 1355
agonising. than Jesus at th_c: Crucifix.  Sir, young [_)alblr’s.heart’s blood has paid for
his treading the path (?1xtl_1lled by Mahatma Gandhi who is recognised in the Chris-
tian world as an apostle of peace. He has been in banishment for long four vears
and he has been pl_mishcd more than a !)urglar, more than a murderer, Can I} Sir
ry a halt to heaping up ofiurtllpr miscries on this young map » Can'T ) ’dl >
the Hon’ble Premier to restore him to his native town in the name of | plea : to
The CHAIRMAN (Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya): I ope t} lumanity :
will try to finish soon. 7 _ ¢ hon.Member
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BQRQOAH : Yes, Siee Tam finishin
Another Congressman  of Dibrugarh in the person of Sardg;;r
e ‘similarly thrown Into prison in 1941 for onc year and
He was suffering from H?St“g troubles in jail. Being an
uffering was immensc. I understand, he'hadly required treatmer, about 60, his
su 4il from any of his friends and relatives at Dibrugarh better and ¢ Which he could
ﬂ}:’;n any other place. Ilappcﬂ.l. to the Hon’ble Premier to lpcr?]i‘-a lesser expense
éingh to stay at lellgug'ar 1 -and if neeessary, he may be interned at Dl? ‘Sardar Bairam
Stijut Dasiram 0]5‘}1 15 the third gentleman who hag bee brugarh
54 hours’ mnotice from Dibrugarh and a1 (he other districts of An “Xterned  within
1palpara. He has been in externmen i » : ssam Vallcy i "
(-’O‘ ‘hildren, the eldest of whom is 16 vensy 2 leaviny his S
hlgtl; ;t Dibru,garh which is going to wreck S e . th%mselves 2 251:;1(8 agﬂd
c < s . H ale 5 ans S got a
iow“' Srijut Bora d{d nlotdfdke an active part in Congress 1):;:5' Di'bn%garh
~ sed which millions 10 india are doing. It 'is only meet and p, es g scribing to its
Sc,hollld be allowed to return to Dibrugarh Proper

. that Srijut Bora
Dr. Binoy Bhusan Chakravarty A )

mé.y say

ar  Bairam Singh
Similar]y externed.

the fourth gentle

. . . 41 Was e ’ . ma . .
incarcecration 10 %%42 et ]exllaelled not only from aj] the c{l Who after his
Assam proper 11 27 ¢t loose somewhere in Bengal. SUICts by from
o son who Jost his mother while he wag ; k

e quite young. This Loy i 2XTavVarty has got
He fcel; quite )iorlorn and hclple;s; for beingoﬁzi}ts aged onlyytweliregor
varty had to leave his father lfmdlt Parbati Charan Bidyabhyg alone r. Chakra-
80. The revered Pandit is bed-ridden gying (o many kinds of ajlme, "1° i aged over
old age and he 1s only counting hjg days. Dr. Chakr nents dye 44 extreme
revered Pandit. May [ ask the Hon’ble Pre

avarty i
Chak ty is brought hy g mier to 100312 titt};:;‘lselde“ son of the
Dr. akravar Y. 5 3 WY the Sid(j of his sick and ; Case and that
Sir, under similar dlStI‘essing old fathe, » sec

circumstances, Srijut Nilmep

fourieen years.

Y Barthakur who has
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jar Nath Goswami, the late editor ol the
Instances like these may be multiplied,
reallv unreasonable tin refusing
jected  with war efforts. Last
settlement  problem
the

subscribed to communist creed and Srijut Kec
T_’z'mes of Assam, has been externed since 1944,
Sir. The District Magistrate, Dibrugarh has been
permission to hold meetings to discuss inatters unconi
year, he refused permission to hold meetings to discuss the land
of Assam. Very recently he refused permission  to hold meetings to observe
birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, which asI said, had no reference to any war clforts.
It is unfair and the Ministry should sce that such inroads upon civil rights are
removed. '

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the Budget for 1945-
46, as has been presented hefore this House in this war time, is a relief to us to some
extent, though we expected much more than what has been provided for various
reeds of the Province. Sir, 1 would like to draw the attention of  Government
to the following few subjects:

Sir, the Government has provided for the distribution of foodstufls and other

working fairly well,

. materials in the urban areas by the ration system, which 1is
to remove the grievances of the consumers, though they get some inconvenience.  But
nd ease and be content. But,

in this war time, everyone ought to deny his comfort
Sir. I must point out to thc Hon’ble Minister in-charge of Supply that the
proper supply of foodstuffs and other materials in the rural arcas is not
very satisfactory. The people in the rural arcas are very illiterate and so the
Government controlled shops do not distribute the essential foodstufls and other
materials in a fair manner, taking advantage of their illiteracy.  For instance,
I have found complaints that in the rural areas the poor illiterate people do not
get proper supply of sa]t, kerosene, Dal and Sugar. The Governmment controlled
shopkeepers in order to show their record registers to iheir authorities just fill in the
entries that they were given such materials which the poor illiterate people are ignor-
ant of, but they arc not receiving them. Will the Government please take steps
to see thit the poor illiterate people in the rural areas do get the proper supply ol
foodstuffs and other materials ? Thanks to the Indian "T'ea Association for the
splcndid arrangcn_ncnts they have made for the distribution of foodstulls and other
materials for their tea garden labourers.
Sir, the other poim which I would like to remind the FHon’ble Revenue Minister
is that he may not forget the case of the landless ex-tea-garden labourers settled
pprmancntly in Assam, in the allotment of waste lands and some Reserve lands.t There
are about a lakh of ex-tca-garden labourers in the Province who are landless and
require land for .cuH‘tivation. It is right that these pecople should gect  sullicient
land for their cultivation. They have cont:ibuted much to the wealth  of the Pro-
vince by cleaning jungles and opening out tea gavdens throughout the Province. The
Tea Industry and we all have been benefited by that.  So, they should get preference
in getting cultura_blr:'la_nd-_ I request the Minister in charge of Revenue and Forest
to see that no discrimination is made by the Sub-Deputy Collectors in providing
Jand to these landless ex-tea-garden labourers. '

Next point, Sir,. is'that since there has been the question of compulsory primary
education being taken up, I fully agree that compulsory primary education should
be introduced as soon as possible. The introduction of compulsory primary cduca-
is of utmost importance for educating 90 per cent. of the illiterate people of

It is by the education of the illiterate people of Assam that the progress
respects will be achicved hke_ other advancel countries., i
Now, Sir, hach(l)ne l‘_;.‘no":c point which T would like to bring before the Hon’ble
Minister of Exascr'oﬁtc;:in XIC;se authorities and thcir Inspectors in the dutricts do
not detect the P E g Dy the lessees in selling liquor to the customers at

wed rates. or every | :
unauthori® A RY ottle of 60 U. P. liquor, as fixed at
authorlscd.ra er .bottl, $. 3 is charged from the customers and for 30
Fii P. lltiquo_{ris Iz‘har b 31‘315 fixed at authorised rate of Rs.3-7, some
R, 0pet S.“t L0 e N%in' tp?l. ottle by the lessees from the customers. T would
jike to Suggcs linister-in-charge of Excise that he may give a circular order to
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all the Excise authorities and their Inspectors to have regular inspection of these lcssr'tfs
‘:lml)\“ and thereby check prolitcering by the lessees in sc.llm_g‘ ll(]ElDt‘ to the customers.
would  also suggest that the Excise stalf ol the district of Darrang should be
transferred immediately, | ;
Sir, lastly, I bri g to the notice of Government that  transport difﬁf:ul_tu:s ltnay
be removed by adding more trains in the Railways which at present are limited and
by giving more motor service permits for the routes which  are badly ng:dcd1 for
the public. T need not  detain the House with my lengthy speech. So with these
few wo ds, T resume my seat,

Srijut BELIRAM DAS® The Hon’ble. Finance Minister tells us in his budget speech
that there has bren depletion of the number ol cattle owing to various causes ; but he

has carefully omitted the cause or causes of such depletion of cattle in the

Province. While he has come forward with various schemes of cattle breeding, animal
husbandry, goat breeding. so on and so forth,

e does not tell us that this depletion
is due to starvation of C:ll‘fll(‘;‘, p:)pulati(n']*owing_’ to throwing open of the grazing
Reserves for secttlement of his people.  The main cause of the depletion of cattle
population is mainly , in my opini .n, due to the dereservation of grazing grounds.

The opening out of grazing Rese

rves has been the ¢
the indigenous population of the P

ause of great unrest among
rovince.

The Government have undermined the
decisions arrived at the All-Parties Conference held in December 1944, with the

result that the immigranrs Are going on merrily in occupying the grazing Reserves,
to the (lctrim?m of the interests 0.1 Ehe population of ‘the Province. Only vyes-
terday I 1»(.(;(\!\-::(1 A report 'thn.t w:th}n the last formight, the immigrants had
forcibly nco:}n]ncd vtl}c. professional grazing _Rusvrvcs of Kurhimari and Sitalmari in
the Gauhati subdivision and that thg: district otficer and  Government had not
taken any measure to stop such f:ormblc encroachments. [p spite of assurances
from Government, the_ evictions from  the grazing Reserves have not been carried
out and what T presume is that he Hon’ble the Revenue Minister has advised the local

oflicers not to evict the encroachers. 1In the Muslim League Council meeting
held recently at (_::mhatl, he has assured the conlerence that if he could remain
as Revenue Minister at lea_sl _tor :111{)1‘.!10.1‘ two  years, . he would convert this
Province into a  Muslim majority Province.

The Hon’ble  Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT: This ; Ry
Srijut BELTRAM DAS: I can prove this, =LY avesty o truth..

Trom this, 1 doub_t very much the sinccrity ol Governme_nt ‘\reo
< mmigrents 1‘1-on_1 graﬁzmg_ RCS.(:erS. In December last, T visited m;;‘;

and village grazing Rescrves in Darrang, NOWgong and Kamrup g;
astonishment, I Tound that encroachment; g prolessional
_!';-ounds are going on unchecked and unhindered Even afier

Clonference, the Laf)lchm‘v& Game Reserve hag been opened s :‘hf I,l.and' Settlement
gir, I sccured anorder from the Hon’ble Revenye Minister 10 '1\10 ] ‘;fﬁ ot o5 i
raze their cattle in Laokhowa Game Reserve but the I‘Ion’blﬁe %}1 .‘\m JBraBIETy hzo
hot been given eil‘ccls lf) ifJY the local officers with  the result that a ﬁnen:ft(f{r ] soi‘lderbc;;
imboseq on ll’fe grlazmls or cach bufallo and they have been Put to great hs. -d IE}S and
loss. S, 'wlulc the Governm?nt have opened out the so-called sy lglea ar sIl{lp 2 y
they have ignored the cases of tl}e Reserves that are deficit i 'plus grazing fscrfq,
Batuli Beel, Burachapari, etc. The graziers of these Reseryes a_x;:as, heti i angt::‘Ié
also to the Bhurbandha, Barguli, Kacharibari and Laokhas 'ustho e i .Cab t
owing to opening out of these Reserves for s,—'ttlement, the wa ame Reserves ; bu

; ves are starving. I think this js | cattle Population of these
reserves are sta g 1818 how  Governp ’ B
breeding in this Province. Hient - propose to improve cattle
At Borghuli and Bhurbz}ndh;‘l, which have heen opened out for settlement. I have
been told that unlawful gl‘atlﬁcatlpn has been resorted to by the officars concerned in
distributing lands an  the deserving pPersons have pot been oiveir. ]ar?c;ls Those
persons, who have I)cep alflc to influence the settlement  staff h"u.?c been able to get
large portion of lands in different names. The Napalee bustee consisting of about 500

arding eviction of

and  village grazing
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families is going to be ousted and it has been difficult for them to fetch water from
Borghuli Beel for their domestic use, as lands  round this Beel have been  settled  with
immigrants.

I have been told that Government had given to Members of the Land
Settlement Conference that Bhurbandha and Borghuli were scttled before March 1944.
But from my personal local enquiry, I have found that thesc Reserves were settled and
thatched houses raised, after the last November Session, in feverish haste. I was staying
there in December for two days ; and during my stay of these two days I saw
about. two hundred houses 1aised. Still now, most ol these houses are with-
out occupation and untenanted, and lands are practically uncnltivated. I do not sec
any reason why Government give untrue information to the Members of the Con-
ference. :

The very fact of throwing open grazing Reserves for settlement, pre-supposes that
there are no surplus lands in the lower districts for settlement.  The  figures supplied
by the land settlement staff are mostly fictitious and most of these lands are unfit for
cultivation. In my district the fi ure of waste land has been shown as 20,000 bighas,
but these lands do not form compact blocks ; these are full of marshes and  very low
lying ; these are scattered as one bigha here and one bigha there. I'herefore, there is
no prospect of getting culturable waste lands in my district and so is the case, I think,
with the other lower districts. Thercfore, I want to suggest to Government that there
should not be further settlement of lands with immigrants in these districts. What
little surplus lands remain should be kent reserved for the indigenous people.

Sir, the land settlement policy of Government has been tending  the country
to civil war, breach of peace and lawlessness. The people have lost all sense of
security in the hands of Government. The indigenous people have suffered much
and they have endured most and there is a limit to this toleration. T'he indigenous

eople will very soon take aggressive steps like the immigrants and the result will be
that there will be breach of peac: in the country. Let Government take
this as a warning for their future guidance and if they are unable to tackle this
roblem let them vacate their seats for the cause of safety of the Province.

Sir, the invasion of immigrants has not only disturbed the peace
of the Province but has created abnormal situation in the Province in other
directions also. .Thls invasion h1s in:rzased the river dacoities ; thece have been

iracies going on in the Brahmaputra river in the Kamrup and the Goalpara districts.
Piracies are going on between Tulshibari and Chandordinga under Lak:hipur and
Bilashipara Police Stations, unchecked and unhindered by  Government. In the
Kamrup district, and specially under 'T'arabari Police Station, piracy is going on and
river dacoities are increasing. Boat journey in these places has been quite unsafe
and there is a large number of victims of these piracies. Within the Kamrup district,
e has been organised looting of fish by immigrants and in one or two cases, police
have received assaults from fish looters in the Barpeta subdivision. Under Tarabari
Police Gtation there have bpen three fish looting i cidents by immigrants within the
course of about a mor}tt_l -wuh consequent loss of thousands of rupees to the fishermen,
The district and subdivisional officers have not been able to protect these fishermen
from their fish being looted. ‘They say that there is no police. Even to-day I have
received 2 telegram that unless police protection is given, fishermen cannet fish with-
in Tarabari Police Station. I put afew Questions this time on the -subject but my
have still remained unanswered.  Government cannot shirk responsibility

know the

ther:

estions i
sirl:lply by saying that there is no notice,
Sir, this is howt :il;tlccél:.)ellmt&"y is dril‘tin_g towards lawlessness and anarchism. If
do no Y €esire to maintain the peace and tranquility in the Fros

5 t
(Governmen t /
o shak : W
p to them ¢ off this show of civil Government.

vince, it 18 U : St
As ngaidfic}O?chEc t“i)shesrn’m EI nWOiald suggest to Government that as the law Courts
canfio”. gwi(E he collective fines shoul;zlnl as the immigrants are not afraid of jail ~going
for lootind ;f’]d’ e Antime a6 ¢ imposed upon the villages where such looting
overnment raise a party of river police to protect

ook place : :
2 n from their fish being Z : >
the fisherme g looted by immigrants in future.

o
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Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the presentation of the
Budget, as far as it is concerne ,» has been made in the usual trite manner without
anything particular to comment upon, except two features, which have been touched
upon by you yesterday and by hon. Mr. Whittaker today. Omne is that, in it, we
find a want of foresight and incapacity to estimate the revenue  and expenditure
approximately and the other is, as Mr. Whittaker has remarked, that in certain res-
pects it lacked in necessary details as for instance, in the accounts of the cess imposed
by the Supply Department for.which he has characterised it as ‘“‘nonsensical’. Sir,
in making a general survey of the administrative affairs of the Province, the most
striking feature ol vital concern to us, the Assamese, is the gloomy prospect of our
future existence brought about by the land settleme=nt policy of the present Government.
Though the Assamese race including the Tribal people are the natural owners of the
soil of the Assam Valley districts, which they had defended as their hearth and home
in the pre-British days successfully against hordes of invaders from Bengal, now they
find themselves in a precarious position as their own Government have now allowed
the progeny of those invaders to occupy their land, by coming in huge numbers
without any check. What little checks and restrictions had been providcbd by some
district officers in the shape of the so called Line System have not only been greatly
relaxed but have been altogether done away with, with the result of the Development
Scheme or rathg.t‘ the manner in which the said scheme was sought to be worked
by the Hon’ble Sir Saadulla’s las_t Govcrmncnt. The working of the scheme was so
palpably to thq dctrlmem of t}m 1:1‘dlgcuous population that soon a hue and cry was
raised against it. The benefit of “the Development Scheme was mainly meant for
the immigrants while very scant regard was paid to -the interests of the: childeeniob
the soil.  ‘The last C(;;‘lfcr.cnr:e of the Leaders of the parties had it trom the evidence
of the colonisation officer of Nowgong that out of 12,000 bighas of land settled, only
2,600 bighas have been allotted to the people of the soil, the remaining 9,400 bi shas.or
more than three-fourths having gone to to the immigrants. ’]“his:3 :t ;’ hings
inevitably led to the resignation of Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Kumar (] dq} al_‘? ? tullg
Cabinet and to the fall of the then Saadulla Ministry. -haudhuri from the

Even now in giving shape to the actual recommendatj . ; 3
Settlement Conference, an attempt is clearly Visiﬁlcc 0(3]'1:;:36115310: tf'hew recent Land
whittle down some of the safeguards which were provided to prlo‘t f ) : (Jg?vcrnmcnt to
indigenous pcoplc,_so much so, that the Party Leaders representi o ek lenesiof ﬂ"‘:
ed when they rc_t:c::vcc_] t_hc official report and hastened to send lng.”.le‘n: felt perturb-
test against certain omissions and modifications which aflected tl f‘_JOmt note _of _pro-
ous people adversely. A forecast of the actua] ‘working of thi 1¢ Interests of indigen-
had from a hint thrown out by the Hon’ble the Revenue Mi 15 scheme also can be

apers, to the effect that the Line System will sk

€I, as reported in the
cease to exij i ! B
the present Government scheme and that etann o the P o

nt . | No separate
the abolition of the Line System was expli h iy o oement was meeact] a

. Dyste Cit in th 1
He is also reported to have said that within twoe e 2doptsd by Government.

will obtain land for settlement in Assam. And g a "matter gp g, Muslim CrgEanE

. matter .
after tI}C Confe:.ence, settlement of Jands with unmigramsI ?VF act, we find Ct e
areas like the Laokhowa Game Reserve and Bhurbandhga it DRl Masis Wy

Soraguri grazing Reserves in the Nowgon

‘ » Barghulj, Balijjuri and
particularly in the Mangaldai subdivision

;-g; dﬁtrilsm 1;;.2 well as in different Tribal arcas,
non-official Assamese members of the Provincial Stanflrile P iy Ll
ment had to address to the Hon’ble Revenue Mj 18 Committee on Land Settle-
and also by two telegrams received from reg onsi
: : Iran; ibl ;
whom is Rai Bahadur Brindaban Chandra Goslzvami RE N
to be justified on the handy plea of “Grow-More-Food Campaign
In 1h1s‘ matter, Sir, the attitude of Government hafabilc: - i
steam-roller policy to crush the People of the soil and to favournt;:zth}mg CLSCd thigig
muge an ra
SO as to convert Assam ily 1
5 as speedily into
rz}m}xnct‘y to accelerate settlement of lands}:\)/vith );nnmi"
al grazing Reserves, so much coveted by the landless

ons of Nowgong, one of
118 unseemly haste is sought

Pakistan as possible. In their
grants by de-reserving professio

nister on  the 28th  January, 1945

[}
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immigrants, they have thrown open large arcas of these Reserves for settlement

with them driving away large numbers of graziers from them. “This n its  turn

greatly accelerated the influx and soon, not to speak of the dereserved areas, but even g

the reserved parts ol profess‘onal grazing Rescrves and other Reserves also, were encroa- it
ie-already a scarcity of culturable ki

ched upon by the land-hungry new comers, as there
waste lands outside the Reserves in the Provinee, as pointed \ \
Beliram Das a little before.  In lhis, the encroachers have been cmbaoldened h}' the
conspicuous lack o firmness on the part of Government in enforcing the orders by
eviction though the Line Enquiry Committee and all subsequent committees and
conferences—both official and non-official-—have pleaded for firmness in this matter.
The Line Enquiry Committee recommended in the report at page 19, as  follows :— 3
“All our recommendations, however, will come to nothing without firmness
of administration, avoidance of unnecessary interference, and an adequate
and competent staff to enforce the execcutive orders which are passed. The H
more unruly new immigrant very soon gets out ol hant il he finds he -
can disobey -orders with  impunity and no solution of the problem is  possi-
ble unless he is fiimly kept in order and made  to understand  that  he
only breaks rules at  his own peril.  Officers to be placed in charge of
areas where the problem is acute, particularly in Barpeta, should there-
fore be specially selected and well backed up, for by no other means can
the protection which it is desirable to give to the weaker people-—especially
the Kacharis—be ensured, until such time as the immiorant has settled
down, acqulrcd more peaceable habits and  qualified  himsell” for the  fur-
ther relaxation and finally a complete abolition of restrictions which  must

be the ultimate goal at which we should aim.”

out by my Friend Srijut

We understand in the conference which the Hon’ble Revenue Minister had  with the
Commissioner and the Deputy Coimnmissioners of Nowgsong and Kamrup, in June
last, the Deputy Commissioners pressed for larger I)“W‘"'; Y this mialfer & but in ‘spi“'
of the support he received from the Commissioner and the Revenue Sceretary,  the
Hon’ble Revenue Minister resisted the demand., i - '
Though it is Oi?vimls that the district officers have only one eflective weapon of
control, namely, eviction and that unless they are given a free hand to use this
weapon, they would_ _hc Li{nztl)lc to implement Government’s declared policy, the
Hon’ble Revenue Mlnl.‘i[er, for reasons-best known to him, could not accord sanction
for such usc of this weapon by the district officers. The non-oflicial  Assamese
members of the last Land Settlement Conference in a joint note in vain pleaded
«The entirc Government policy is being viewed and will be viewed with
and distrust so long as the Government will not be  prepared (0 bring

suspicion ¢ ?
about order in the matter of all settlements by -enforcing their orders by means of
LY

evictions. -
The protection guara}ﬁced to the Tribal people since the Leginning of ] &3
Constitution in this behalf, hag el st e = tHe
resent ol 2 ’b as been maintained more in  their  Dbreach
than observance. 1as been no  less true of blocks in  other areas
also. ’
ent policy of regularisat; . .
Govc;‘:(rln Th]fz sasf('ety o EEhearrlI!‘:'i't]Ion of encroachments has been carried to the
C il ribal and the indigenous  people  is now nil,

Government withdraw this pol; . »
rdered settlement. policy itis more or less uscless to pursue any

extrem
Unless
scheme of 2 locks tol

: e blocks to be cre <
il (‘Toachmcnts by the al'igd for communities other than the Muslim immi-
en migrants subsist as before, how can Government

<
grants, ; t an
arry ou agreed reco R A i : o
7 mmendation ? ‘Therefore, eviction must be

expect to €
resorted to. R
action O overnment hjther N

;];hic‘licve that they have Or}:;[hclto has been responsible in making the immi-

ran 10 occupy any land anywhere to get a ‘paita’,

‘s has resulted in immigray .
and this he gration in gych large numbers that not only are
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but the immigrant leaders have made the sltl}:l—
or B : 3 . ; 5 > N P -
there no more land s(,llilnm( 11;, \3\”“, of cffectively telling these sojourners for
i ‘e feel that the only way cll e
o ot at i . red areas. e
i-‘];”:l \j\s :ml to allow them to squat in PIIOI'”\If)(l)rt‘ s tonts they: give. B eyiepE s
. L);ll' carnecst request to (}U\'(_'.rnn'wnt thul is 2 il ey
ti i the clearest  indication  that _ there _
otherwise, > , ;
3 =9 ~ q
B ini i -- ; ing anything of the sort is
o The Houn’ble Revenue Minister mstc..ul ol m(}gi(l'lﬁ, 111031)'11‘1 -,0[_ Ve e
' ivi at-—nay cncouraging - —; ) 3 BK 1 Mu
st . ~onmving at- I]«l} cncou g g 34 é ) i) n.dlu'cnous ol
reported to be ¢ ds including large plots ol patta lands of indig s I” ”
i P tial s 0l ) “been forcibly occupied, waste lands reserve
e T T settlement arveas, have bee ibly . ok . Ty
[ =adh lmld"“‘“lb' il have been [recly encroached upon and many local pcop
for people of the soi wiims their hearths and homes, as mentioned i the Adjourn- g
have been goaded llt_» lu}\q,lh. u.n'lm(-“ SF e P Friend, Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan
‘ ions standing in the n: . d, 5 ladh 3h n
e l\I”“U“\suu‘ght to be moved by my hon. I:_lcnc].1 T)”JUL II\dnu}':\‘._xf dD‘;;‘-qllt
and the one also some instances just now mentioned by my hon. riend, Sriju
‘ninge and als e 304l L dlv : r land is left for the grazing Ofbuffa-
) ol 5. In many Reserves hardly any : ' g
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surreptitiously introduced in the Government Resolution though absent in the .l{('po.rt
of the proceedings of the Conference. Then, there is no means suggested (‘,ll]‘l(‘.‘l‘ llll
the report or in the Resolution of working out the 1938 limit, in other words of find-
ing out the immigrants who came after 1937. This has |n':u'tic';:'lly. rendered l.hlS
clause nugatory and all kinds of immigrants without any restrictions are being
settled. No steps are being taken to appoint an officzr to find out the number
of indigenous landless people in the four districts where the scheme is being put
into operation, so as to comb out the surplus population in the densely .pr)pulz}tcd
areas for settlement in blocks under the scheme so as to reduce uncconomic holdings
and to help the Grow-More-TFood Campaign through the indigenous people.  Other
similar points urged by our representatives in the Conference and again reiterated
in their joint note seem to he ignored by  Government. Lastly, as regards
the Advisory Committee—both Central and District-the Hon’ble Revenue Minister
has acted as if they did not exist. He has issued instructions to the Deputy
Commissioners and SUb-Dcputy Collectors without letting the members even to know
what the instructions are, much less giving them any chance of giving advice.
What is then the meaning of the Advisory Committee?
The whold Land Settlement Conference secems to us to be a big hoax.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Tt is Budget discussion that we expect from the
hon.  Member instead of a speech on the land settiement. ;

The CHAIR MAN (Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.) : Order, order.

“Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : T could not follow the hon. interrupter. The
object of the Miniatry, it seems, was to secure consent of the parties to abolish the Line
System and (o continue the policy of aggression on an innocent and unarmed
people by means fair or foul. No body of people can be a party to such a scheme ;
and we feel that there should be an end of this state of affairs, Let Government
do its worst in their wav and face the incvitable consequences of such a reckless
policv, but it must not go in the name of all parties. Sir, in these circumstances.
we feel it incumbent on us to ask our Leader to wash his hands off in this
business if the points raised by them in the note are not settled to our satisfaction

In other spheres also, especiallv. in  civil liberties and  denial poli-
cy followed by Government, the same stcam-roller policy is  scen  in
operation. As _thcse subjects have been or are to be dealt with® by some
colleagues of mine fully, [ should content myself with mentioning only two points.
Onc is the Congress flag phobia of this Government to justify which the Hon’ble
Prime Minister the othcr day propounded a curious theory, that since the Working
Committee of- the Indian National Congress was declared an illegal Association,
the Congress flag though it did not belong to the Working Committee, but was
a national symbol, adopted by the Indian Natjonal Congress, was to be put under
a ban. This reminds us only of the amusing fable of the woll and the lamb.
If the Hon’ble Prime Minister sticks to his views, in that case, I am alraid, I
should warn my hon. Friend, Babu Nirendra Nath Dev to put off his Gandhi
cap which carries the Congress ﬂa.g~as it amounts to exhibiting the flag in public.

The CHAIRMAN (Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya) : I hope the hon. Member
will finish. :

Srijut S!}RVESWAR BARUAi I will finish soon, Sir. The denial or control
policy -of this ‘Government dh"‘s not only driven our necessaries of life under ground
and given rise to all};z_‘oun corruption, but has also deprived Government of
the power of secl}’ght mgs 1n , true perspective.  In their zeal for meddling in
every sphere Oi—Iotu:f: i(lf](')l.liﬂtl"y s life with exccutive fiat  they have usurped the
function of;hlfhe ¥ S ;gpc’.“-flg an indirect tax on the consumers of goods ‘in
the shap}t: e Friend. ‘Mr \;]T;ll}’tllstratlun_ of which has been so thoroughly exposed
by our hon. : i Ittaker this morning. This cess was - imposed without

: ive authority and | iev "
3nzltlc{%1i5tl}?t‘il 2 3o ma?ter of t}}l):il;e:fithe Hon’ble Finance Minister has therefore
&9 i : g Tlvate concern without giving a proper a
of it to this House. With these ‘-’bscrv;’.tions, Bk, T Fasiioe gmy gcat proper account
3 S 7 5

Y ra——

e d
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Srijut KAMESWAR DAS : Mr. Chairman, Sir, although many hon. Members

ave participated in the debates of the Budget discussion and have covered a wide field,

I cannot check myself from the temptation of making also a few observations regard-

'Ng some general features of the administration of the Province as disclosed in the
Budget presented to us this year.

Sir, it has already been rightly complained, that the Budget under discussion has
cen framed as a matter of form only and that no serious attempts have been made
to improve upon the present state of ~things to any appreciable degree except for the
provision of small sums here and there; mostly for organisation and betterment of
conditions of the service people. Adequate provisions have not been made for money
which is to go to the usc and service of the general body of the mass people- direct,
specially in the rural areas.

Sir, it is_certainly not enough for Government to say that they are building
up funds for Post-War Reconstruction schemes and remain content with that. We do
not know what these schemes will be and how far they will go in for the betterment
of the conditions of the general mass. We also do not know the amounts of the fund
allotted or that will be available for individual schemes of different departments. We
have heard it said that the introduction of free compulsory primary education is one of
the Post-War Reconstruction schemes of Government. May we enquire of them whether
the schemes for intensive betterment of secondary, technical and University education,
for establishment of a University for Assam at Gauhati, for installation of hydro-electric
power stations to develop industry, agriculture, transport, etc., in the different parts
of the country, are also taken into account in that connection ? Then again may
we enquire of Government what steps they want to take for measures to be adop-
ted for the intervening period between now and the time by which the Post-War
Reconstruction schemes are likely to come into existence and execution ? I expected
Government to show really a living interest in the matter. But I am much
constrained to say that Government have failed to do full Justice to any Post-War
Reconstruction scheme with a provision of 50 lakhs, which has again not been added
to in the Budget year and which is not adequate enough even for one good scheme,

such as the free compulsory primary education scheme, on the showing of the Hon’ble
Premier himself.

In the explanations for the very great variation between the Bud i
revenue figures for 1944-45 the Hon’ble Finance Minj udget and the revised

nister has said that - i
financial position of the 7yofs enabled them to pay their revenues s
in 1044 than in former years. I wpuld like to sound
ment—if they think of pursuing their course of action

for the next year also—that conditions of the ryots, if at all, these sy ool G, P2

¢ively during the current year, are detcriorating and arc very likely ¢ erdcom.para_

further in near future on account of price of paddy fallj Yy to deteriorate

other articles of their use which th in the Hackomake: m

still ver ythlgc};.rlsicllcv:m;{giilrlnk&éo Waf;} thz;"t it will not be long before eG;:rg;-ar‘:r?::rﬁ:
i1l have to uestion L Fewn . N

:zlléil\:c ccliel to the peor cultivatgrs of th é’ Pii;;ﬁ:}z:‘:;&(;n of remission of land revenue

g ally of the Assam Valley.

Tl;)c explz:inattlol:m thgt ncé}large scale recruitment of youngmen of same age group
could be undertaken by overnment to meet the i oup.
Comnection Wit ook and ot ol e, UErA Sl I
fear of serious promotion bl.OCkS In the distant future and thatp Government were
therefore to take in some senior pleaders and re-employ a number of retired officers to
strengthen the Provincial Givil Service temporarily, as a solution, are really amusing
and not convincing at all. >

It is now several years past that the

: 5 J Embankment and Drainage Department is
actively engaged in surveying and executj

: : ; ng drainage and embankment projects in the
Province. But it passes one’s comprehension to think that the Department was able
during all these years to survey and execute only a small number of projects not in
themsclves very big ones. Then again some of the subdivisions have totally been
neglected by this Department in complete disregard of the importance of the projects
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suggested. None of the projects suggested for Barpeta by the then Sul)(.livisio_nal
Officer and by some hon. Members of this House hailing from Barpeta, including
myself, several years back, were enquired into, nor any projects therein have been ¢
taken up yet by the Department. Can there be any valid reasons for neglecting the
claims of a subdivision because it is backward and can give no cffective pressure
‘upon Government ? HEveryone knows that one half of the Barpeta subdivision 1s
composed of high and the other half of fTow lands. There arc vast arcas there requiring

the services of the Department and if projects arc sclected intelligently there, the
returns in the shape of increased yield of food crops will compensate more than any
expenditure Government may undertake there. Similarly in the matter of
communication also, the claims of the Barpeta subdivision have, as before, been
neglected. The small project of the Sarupeta feeder road involving a cost of Rs.10,000
only has been dropped. Improvement of the North Trunk Road lying in the subdi-
vision of Barpeta is also left to its own fate, The portion of the Public Works Depart-
ment road from Barpeta to Tarabari, which is only 12 miles, is still being maintained

as a fair weather track in spite of its having to serve at least one third of the population

of the subdivision.

In the Departments of Public Health and Medical, there are constant complaints
everywhere for dearth of medicine and proper cquipment. Then again Public Health
Officers put in charge of some subdivisions, including Barpeta, have no oflice rooms
of their own to maintain their offices when there js apparently unavoidable necessity
for them. What is the meaning therefore to maintain paper offices for public health
doctors in charge of subdivisions if they are not actually provided with office
rooms and equipments ?

If the campaign of “Grow More Food” is to be a permanent feature of the
Provincial Government of future and not simply a war measure, it would have been a
bold step for Government to take up at least some model schemes with large areas
of Government waste land to be brought under cultivation by means of
tractors. That would have not only given fair opportunity to young people to learn
the technique of the tractors but would also have helped the campaign by actually
producing more food grains. If the Bihar Government could procure tractors for
their own schemes, there was no reason why the Assamm Government also could not
have procured tractors for their’s.

In the matter of food procurement and distribution policy of the Government of
Assam, there appear to be too many intermediary agencies between the consumers-and
the producers. Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Co. who are the Government procuring
and distributing agents at Calcutta for Assam, for articles of food produced outside

Assam, naturally have a large number of their own local sub-agents appointed in the
different producting centres of the different Provinces of India who would naturally
make a fair charge on the cost price of the articles purchased and distributed by them—
large encugh to meet the working cost and ensure a fair margin of profit to them-
selves. If that is so, .then whc_arc are the necessity and justiﬁcatibn of maintaining the
other sets of agencies for distribution works only ? I do not know if Messrs. the
Assam Valley Supply Syndicate and the approved wholesale dealers, who are not to do
any retailing or scll out things to consumers but are required only to distributc goods,
do anything clse than act as godown keepers and for this alone charge a fair amount of
general rate payers Jpatey. What else do Messrs the Assam Valley Supply Syndicate
and the SV}’]hOlCS%ZHazz Esgo tl}an act Simply as godown keepers ? If distribution by
Messrs. awt o e (t)h u Ga]cutta, direct to the retailers, is not found possible,
why HOIt) germent o Whicﬁlg done through the Government officers of the
Supply i e?‘iavin P, .tI_er are already too many in every subdivision ?
']:"he rquu :h%ir wor%:s Cannotyl;::te]rmedlary agents who are allowed handsome commis-
Slmés'a?ires is bound to increase theJei udtwholesome. ~The presence of so many inter-
'?omrela h the retail dealers and COH‘;&:genCG of price, to cause delay for the articles
Over and above, the chances of corpy ?}"S, and to cause deteyloratlo{l for the same.
ruining the people under the pressuré) i;}n hand blz}ck-marketmg, which are already
appointments of 5o many interme diary agent cavy prices, are greatly increased by the
sold out to consumers much against thejr wist B DEtf;rlorated articles, which are often  °
: 1$h, are telling upon the health of the people




1945.] BUDGET DISCUSSION 209
of the country generally. . Black-marketing not only by private individuals and firms
but also by the appointed agents is the order of the day and is taking pl‘ace bti:)fgrc the
very eyes of the officers of Government. It is in the lips of the _g.ene,lal %q lic that
the approved dealers are appointed only after a good deal of unfair expenditure and
trouble and only when they can satisfy the appointing authorities by means other
than fair and justifiable. If'this be the state of things, then we can simply condemn
the Government for their failure to check corruption and black-marketing which are
ill rampant in the Province. :

sl Tl'hcppolicy followed by Government .as regards articles of food produced in the
Province, is also as unsatisfactory and unfair as it is faulty. Asis clear from the above,
the food policy of Government has not been to the Dbest interests of the people of
Assam. Fixing of ceiling prices but not at the same time bottom prices of things like
paddy, has given unscrupulous appointed agents or thcn'.cmployecs sui’ﬁcxe_ut loop-
holes to deceive the 1111!;cratc poor cultivators or small village traders, coming erm
distant places to co]lqcuon centres, by employment of secret sub-ager}ts and ma_kmg
I urchases in benami at Pprices very 1}1u0h lower than the market price of the time.
the PIn the matter of selection and appointment of the wholesale and retail dealers also,
the authorities are seen to have no consideration whatsoe\{cr for the general good of
the mass people. It is an open secret tlmt'thosc who can win the fa-vour of the power
that be by some means or other are appointed dcalc_:rs. The result is that honest men
with fairly good business .experience at their credit and the consumers’ co-operative
stores, who, by their constitution and system of accounting, cannot undertake improper
expenditure, are left in the lurch and they are able to secure only a_ stepmotherly treat-
ment from the authorities. The other day the Hon’ble Finance Minister in his speech
introducing the Budget seemed to l}ave tz_lken pride that the activities of the Co-opera-
tive Department have greatly been intensified and more than 1,600 consumers’ co-opera-
tive stores have been established.

: be | Yes, so far as their registration and establishment are
concerned, he is right ; but if we look to the facilities that

¢ are given to these stores by
the officers of the Supply Depar.tment, it becomes at once crystal clear that the activi-
ties of these stores have remained much below the normal not dye to any lack of
intelligent interest on the part of the or € people of the Co-operative
Department itself, but owing to complete lack of sympathy of the people of the Supply
Department influenced probably by an atmosphere of corruption. Even in the cases
when the co-operative st%rcs are fortunate cnough to be appointed wholesalers or
retailers, they are genera 1¥1 all?wcd to d_cal. In a lesser numbpey of articles or in
more unimportant amﬁng these 5 and the individual dealers are often given either the
pulk of the goods Olt-1': ; Ip(?-rc nnportant among these to deg] in. Inthe matter of
areas of operations also invidious distinctions are made in so fay g allocation d

re in favour of individual dealers, who are gj 5 § are made
Tgres in the very same localities, co-operative
s

ganisers or even of th

areas. Sugar
! s 0iz., for
nth irrespective of the
inadequate throughout.

f persons in it. The ratiop;
number 0! )
inted dealers often se]]
;I;};lz:}r)l};;")s again t their will, Adulterated d adultif;ragiid e fhings t'ci
shops with impunity. , L 78 sold by the reta
The CHAIRMAN (Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA) .
minutes. - '
Srijut KAMESWAR DAS : When this j : ili
in thechountrY, is it not fair for Governméntls the general state of things prevailing

that inste
complacent, they should come forward ¢ re

vise thoread of sitting tight and feeling
rectify the defects and thereby to give the much neede:im:elfood policy with a' view ta

. = Ad i 1ef to the poor ?
The House was adjourned ti]] 11

SHILLONG : A+ M., on Thursday, the gth
The 25th April, 1945,

You have spoken for 20

March, 1945.
A. K. BARUA,
Sea'ga‘aUJ, Legisiative Assembly, Assam.



