:gislative Assembly,
irst Assam Legisl 1935
. sion of the Firs i f India Act. 19;
- Proceedings of the Smtﬁen;:f::ions of the Government 0
assembled under the

N ay, the
3hi g, at L1 A, on Monday, t
in the Assembly Chamiber, Shillong, at 1
The Assembly met in the Ass
19th March, 1945.

PRESENT

“hair > ten Hon’ble
. . Chair, the ten
a1 ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the :
he Hon’ble Mr. Basant: ]
Mini smbers.
nisters and seventy-seven hon. Memb

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED Q,UESTIONS_ o
(To which oral answers were given

i including
. the Province |
M. L. As serving in different Committees outside

All-India Committees

e DHURY asked:
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAU | | o
*161. Will Government be pleased to Statc—lﬂfous‘c b ané Sm].\,“m in c'ltlt((;;c?
2 - this Hous . s il committees :

2 Tizmﬁmzisoiugfd?b;;i Olimt"l}:‘:" inch.t(:h?f[};loli(:l'(]:t)i;l:milt(:cs o

(b) € capacity in which cach of them rcpr.(:b(.n' AT T
: Saiyid Sir—MUI_IA_\’IMAD’dIS-JLn[zuh Mookerjee, 3. Mau-
61. (a)—1. Maulay; Abdur Rahman, 2. Mr. Baidy:
lavi - Abdul hury.

= 1 Bengal and Assam
(b)—1 and 2 represent the Assam Government on tl | .
i e : -official at the sixth meeting
- Maulavi Abquy] Bari répresented Assam as non e el Ponbmal Husbandry,
of the Animal Husbandry Wing of the Board of Agriculture
India, x ;
Re

i an internee
Srijut Hemanta Kumar Gupta, 2

Babu KAMINI k
*162. (@) Are Go
Shil]ong reprege
and now in jint
condition is

UMAR SEN asked : Hemanta Kumard(‘:‘lupm, h[J)I"I’:'Il(:]:L)';
Merament at Srijut I 1 the ‘Anandabazar P: c
ntative of the ‘HinZt?tfaﬂl flgtt:r:c]]ar ' and the ‘A

d state of  health and that his
crament in hjg Native village, is in a bad std
fast detenorati,

I =2 ntion has been drawn
(6) Wil Govemmen% be Pleased to state whether alt]:(c::t doted e il o
10 a comment made in thjg Connectigy, 7 e lansakii’ of Sy
ary, 1945 » . in the ']'a

(¢) 1Is it a fact that
discharge from Jail ang ¢

i . — lated to be
(d) Is it a fact thay ] * . ction was contgmp
taken against him if only ha leﬁb(iiore ‘h}s arrest, no hin 24 hours
(e) Are GOVCl'rtrne ..1¢ Shillong

S = ical treatment are
. yer Aware ¢ . s for proper medi :
not at all available ip High s e that facilitie

(f) }1])0 qcclivernm?:ﬁre;;élsge ?t \thdraw unconditionally the’ restriction
. d upon the sai Gupy. : 5S¢ to withc .
lmpo%ic I_P}nn’b]e MaulainJ 'ga;’vl:lhout further delay ? 3 SAADULLA _l"(’:pllt_.‘.d .
162. (a)—GOV?F‘nment h VZ nOSl.r [MUHAMN;?; what is Cont?xx1ed in a rep-
resentation from him dateq the ond u;;:;lllrna:rcl);ll ifr newspaper reports,

interned immcdiatel‘yhaftcr his
-+ Gu has been . ears without any
hat he Is in iﬁlt?:rnrient for about two yez
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(6)— No ,

(¢)—He s restricted to his village save as may be directed by permission of
the Deputy Commissioner otherwise the facts are as stated.

(d)—Originally, it had only been -ordered that he should not remain in the
Khasi and Jaintia Hills.

(¢)—Governmernt have no information.

( f)—No. Government have not been approached for permission to leave
his village for treatment or for any_other purpose.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May we know from the Government what

other sources of information they have got excepting the two mentioned, »z., the repre-

sentation from the person concerned and the newspaper report ?

- The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The representa-
ticn is dated the Tth February but it was received on about the 7th March and as all
this time I have been very busy in the Assembly I have not been able to take up this
case up till now. 5 7

e Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Will Government take it
from me that he is suffering from a disease and there is no arrangement in his village
for his treatment ? ‘

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  As I have men-
tiored, he has not approached Government up till now for permission to leave his
village for his treatment.  If he represents to me I will be only too glad to give him
chance for treatment anywhere clse.

fBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Ifa representation is made, will Government
be pleased to withdraw the restriction order on him unconditionally ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : He was originally
externed from Shillong, and probably it will not be possible to bring him to Shillong
without thoroughly examining his case. But if he wants to go for treatment to either
Sylhet or any other place I will be only too glad to consider that.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: May we know, Sir, whether it was men-
tioned in the representation that he wanted to go outside his village for his treatment or
fer his livelihood ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  No, Sir.

tBabu KAMINI KU MAR SEN: Isit not a_l'zu;t that originally it was intended
that he would leave the Khasi and Jaintia Hills by the restriction order, but
that by the present order he has been debarred from moving outside his village ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T have admitted
that in my reply. If he makes any }-cppescnta_(ion _thaF he is too ill to get treatment in
his village T will see that he gets facilities outside his village.

Chinese hotels and . restaurants catering military personnel at
Dibrugarh
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :
3
L *163. (a) Are Government aware that the hotels and restaurants started during
| the war period, generally by the Chinese, to cater the military personnel in towns
and suburbs adjoining military camps at Dibrugarh and such other places, get their
supply of sugar and flour from the Government supply stores meant for ci\«‘{l popula-
tion ?
‘ (b) Arcj F]‘nvcnm*‘ml_)t ‘a\«"m‘c th:;\t' this practlg)c is largely responsible for
shortage of sugar and flour in rationed areas ol Assam

(¢) Il so, do Government propose to stop unmcediately the issue of such
commodities to such hotels and restaurants ?

1Speech not corrected, %
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied:
163. (a)—Yes. ;
(b)—The question-of provision for amenities to troops in the form of such
restaurants is one which has much exercised Government and which they have regu-
lated by means of certain control orders passed under the Defence of India Rules.
It is true that the grant of limited supplies of articles in short supply (and over
which Government have control of distribution) to such restaurants does limit to some
extent the quantity available to the public, but the allowance is strictly regulated to a
minimum and Government do not accept that this is @ primary causc of shortage for
the civil population.

(¢)—No. Government have accepted thé view of the military authorities
that some provision for amenities, sucis as private restaurants, is an important matter
for the welfare and moral of the services, and have agreed to allow for these to a
limited extent and under rigid control with which the military authorities have engag-

ed to co-operatt.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know, Sir,” whether any quota
cannot be allotted from the military for this purpose to the owners of the restaurants ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We have taken
up the matter with the military authorities but we have .not got satisfactory answers

yet.
tMr. D. B. H. MOORE : Isitnota fact that the restaurants are almost entirely

frequented by military personnel ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am told so,

Sir.
tSrijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : If this is so, Sir, should not those resitau-
rants get flour, atta and sugar {rom the military authorities ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It has already
ken up with the military authorities con-

been stated that this matter has been ta
cerned.

Re Manipuri cultivators of Krishnagar and Durlabcherra

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:
*164, Will Government be pleased to state— .
- (a) Whether the Manipuri cultivators of Krishnagar, Dul:labcherrf'i
were affected by fire accident which occurred on the 25th_Apr1l, 1944 ?
(b) Whether it is a fact that they were given Rs.50 each just after the
accident by the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet ar_ld were also pr_om:scd
by him that they would be given more and sufficient compensation ?
(¢) Whether the promised compensation has yet been given ?

‘d) If not, why not ?
(¢) Whether Government propose to pay the compensation to the families
of the distressed cultivators of Krishnagar at once ?

(f) If not, why not?
The Hon’ble Khan Shahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI

replied : s
164. (a)—Yes. Some of them were affected.
(b)—Each family was given Rs.50 the maximum amount that can be granted

as gratuitous relief under the Scheme for assistance to small owners for immediate re-
pairs to or rcconStruct_ion of houses damaged or destroyed in air raids. They were also
allowed to take materials for the reconstruction of the damaged houses from Govern-
ment forest free of charges.

(¢)—No other compensation has yet been granted.

{d)—Not permissible under the Scheme.

(¢) & ( f)—Da not arise.

TSpeech not corrected.
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TBabu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: TIsitnot af:
geous at the time  of raids  instead of
ral ?

tct that the villagers were coura-
being  panicky which was so natu-

The Hon'ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI :
Yes, Sir, a hich morale was shown by the villagers.
tBabu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Sir,

should t]w}' not be rewarded for their
courage ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib  Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI -
That is not under the Scheme.  OF course, their high morale has been very much
appreciated. :

Mr.. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Are we to understand that compensation
for the losses has been given in full according to the Scheme of the Govern-
ment ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahilb  Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI :
Yes, Sir,it is in the Scheme to assist the small houschold
losses,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir, what happened
pensation for loss of life as a result of enemy action ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: 1
require notice of that Question,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, ‘is it not a fact that the Govern-
ment  received applications  from  some psrsons  for grant  of compensa-
tion ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib  Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURT :
No, Sir, only onc application  was received by the Government and
that was from certain Manipuri families who were suflering fioin fever apnd wans
ted some  help for treatment.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : May I know
whether he would look into his files to know whether
was submitted through me and receipt  of
aed ? .

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR  13USS
Yes, Sir, a petition was endorsed by the hon. Questioner and that petition was duly
reccived.  But two names appeared in that petition  and thev applied for some
medical  relief for their families who were suffering fiom fevey, -

Babu RABINUDRA NATH ADITYA: Did they want
loss of life ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib I;\Taulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
That has already been given.

tBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN - May I know, Sir
for giving that kind of compensation ? 2

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Naulavyi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI :
Immediately after the occurrence the Deput ‘

, y Commissioner and the A.R.P. Gfficer
went to the spot to make an cenquiry and Rg. 50 was grantgg Am? ljthe spot
to each family aflected.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Is
compensation for losses?

The Hon'ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSATN R
No other fund, Sir. NC _

owners for their

to the cases of com-

from the Hon’ble Minister
© there s g, petition  which
which  was duly  acknowled-

AIN CHAUDHURI :

compensation for any
CHAUDHURI:

what was the ecriterion

there any  other fund for giving

TSpeech not corrected,
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Re Temporary Extra Assistant Commissioners

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked:
%165, Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The names of temporary Extra Assistant Commissioners recruited from
and outside the Bars since 1941 scparately ?

(b) How many of them were appointed for civil judicial work and how
many for criminal judicial work ? :

() The monthly emoluments allowed to each such batch of temporary Extra
Assistant Commissioners ?

(d) How many of these temporary Extra Assistant Commissioners have since
been absorbed in the Assam Civil Service ?

() Whether it is a fact that some of the temporary Extra Assistant Com-
missioners recruited from the Bars on Rs.175 per mecnscm  are doing
the works of Munsifs ?

(f) If so, how many in each \_fallcy 7 )

(g) How many of them are doing criminal judicial work with first Tlass

owers 11 each Valley ?

(k) Whether Govérnment are aware of the existencc of discontent amongst
these temporary Extra Assistant Commissioncrs for getting the same
work done by Government from different batches on different pay ?

(i) Whether the batch of temporary Extra Assistant Commissioners  on
Rs.175 per mensem was recruited on the secommendations . of the
Public Service Commission ?

{7) Whether it is a fact that some of them have completed (WO years of

service ?

(k) 1f so, whpe her Government propose to grant any increment of pay o
them !

(0) Wkhether some of them have been permitted to appear at the depart-
mental examinations of the Assam Civil Service ? .

(m) Wwhsther Goveriment propose to absorb permancntly these officers
recruited from the Bars on Rs.175 per menscin ?
(n) Whether Government propose to. call the opinion of the District Oficers

conccrncd regarding the efficiency of these officers ?

(0) Whether Government propose to add the period of practice in case of

the recruits from the Bars while considering their seniority in Service ?

Hon’blc Maula.vi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied 3 ;
The )_,Excludmg re-employed officers and officers of the Assam Junior Civil
2102 - ey-nine officers were obtained from  the Bar and three direct recruits were
Service: . One member of f.he‘Burma Provincial Service was temporarily employed
aP'Pomteoi‘ their pames are laid on the table. A

The 1ist -
ST OF OFFICERS APPOINTED AS TEMPORARY EXTRA ASSISTANT
L COMMISSIONERS

e A From Bar
anikanta Borkataki

1. S”J-ut PDurganath Hazariklsil,.

2. MU avi Azizur Rahman,

3. grijut Chandra Nath Bora.

3 51t} phuban Chandra Davta,

e Sahib Maulavi Sikandar Ali
q' grijut Nar_aY?irt\ S_handra Sarma (since résigned).
© Babt Samarjit « m}la.

8. Srijllt nandll 'd”) I\a]ita.
1%. Maula"i Khursmdlmi Khs i
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11. Srijut Kusum Kumar Phukan,
12, Babu Probodh Lal Shome.
13. Babu Ajit Kumar Ray.
4. Maulavi Gowharuzzaman Chaudhuri.
15. Maulavi A S. M. Ali Ashraf.
16. Srijut Sudhindra Kumar Bhattacharyya.
17. Maulavi Saiyid Aminul Haque.
18. Srijut Uma Kanta Gohain (since appointed as Assistant Sessions and Sub-
Judge, Assam Vallev Districts).
19. Maulavi Saivid Muhibul Huq.
20. Maulavi Abdul Hai (No.I).
21. Srijut Binandi Chandra Medhi.
22, Srijut Thaneswar Gohain.
23. Babu Ananga Mohan Deshmukhya.
24. Maulavi Abdul Hye {No. II).
25. Srijut Indra Kanta Das,
26. Srijut Paramesh Das Gupta,
27, Maulavi Abedur Rahman.
28. Srijut Purnanda Rajkhowa,
29. Babu Kshitindra Mohan Deb.
Direct
I. Mr. B. Westlington Roy.
2. Maulavi Jamiruddin Ahmed.
3. Srijut Jyotirmoy Barua.
Burma Provincial Service ;
1. MI‘. A. I..()Ilf.),’. .

(b)—Twelve plvz}dcrs of ten years’ or more experience and two junior
pleaders were employed specially for Munsifi work, while ten pleaders of ten years’
experience and.five junior pleaders were employed mainly for criminal and general
work. The direct recruits were employed for criminal and general work.

(¢)—The pleaders of ten or more years® experience were given fixed pay of
Rs.400, the others were placed on the time scale of the Assam Civil Service,

(d)—Three of those already mentioned plus  (wo promoted officers of the
Assam Junior Civil Service.

(e) .& (f)—So far as Government are aware, two, both in the Assam Valley.

(g)—One in the Surma Valley.

(h)—Government have been mforn}cd by the Commissioner that there is
some leeling in this respect, but they must point out that if so it is entirely misinformed.
The officers temporarily employed on the higher pay have no prospect of permanent
absorption wheu the emergency passc_s,_and_ L_htgu_‘ Pay was accordingly fixed on a full
appreciation of their position and their lnellglbl'llt){ for _bension, while the younger
group whose pay has been fixed on ordinary principles in the time scale, have the
prospect of being considered on the merit of their work for absorption,

(1)—Yes. '

(j) & (k)—None of those appointed with initia] Pay of Rs.175 have yet
reached two years’ service. As alr'eady :?tagcd, they have been appointeci il g i
scale, and the question of waiving in their favour the requirement of confirmation for
the purpose of the pay due on substantive appointment wijl] be considered in due
coursc. . . .

.(l)-———There is no objection to such officers appearing, but none cemmandle: (R0
done so hitherto. ‘
e Vi 0 e o b eSS i ot v for e
tultment, when two of
them were absorbed. .
(n)—Annual Reports are obtained on the work of all

Government servants.
(0) -—No.
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. rnay 1 know whether
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : As regards (m), Sit; may Tinow whethes
any quota has been fixed for the war service men ?

: LA The position
o The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD Sf\f}].)[_{\f;ll' r('Lurm:d] candi-
Is that 50 per cent. of all new appointments is reserved [m-n the temporary ser-
dates. In the meantime, some of the appointees may be 1 E

_ vice. 20 per cent. appoint-

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What about. the =0 per cent. orin the
ments on merit ? Will that.be included in the remaining 20 P¢
total ?

’ . . They will come
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA W
under the remaining 50 per cent.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Do not Government
be an injustice to the meritorious persons ?

. We are in the
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA (e fre s o
hands of Government of India in this matter, for they have ¥

: 3 - cdemobilised person-
thallt 50 per cent. of all new vacancies should be reserved for I
* nel.

_iSrijut SURENDR“NATH BURAGOHAIN: As regards
entitled to dearness allowance prescribed by (iovernment ! e . ‘
'I‘hf: Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA])ULLA - 1t 1S a new

> - 3 - . t . = > ( lv
Question,  Sir.  Off-hand T cannot say ‘whether they are cntitied o
not. : . )

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Do not Government (:nnsu‘d't‘l‘ llns1 vq}u-
table that the cases of those who 1J1a‘v(_‘f;:0n sl i) fixed salary shonlc also
be considered like others because tl o ql‘sl(j)phclping the Government at the time
of their need ? : o Rl

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivi " MAD SAADULLA: ‘.L;i‘:’ at the
time of their appoif]tmer::;; St'nyld S BILIEIADS nitely told that it 1s purely a
temporary service. ’ s r H E
Babu KAMINT KUMAR SEN: Then what is the definition of active ser-
vice ? ]

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid S; D
S: Sir MUHAMMA
have defined War Service ag ﬁmsc l‘rNth are in active

similar work, e. g., wor e ; . P
TR, €. g.. work on mu - A B Ea
War Service. nition factories,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER_]EE' will Government con
those officers who were recruited on a pérmanent basis ? . .
The Hon’ble M : D gAADULLA I'he Question

the Bar. They were not
put we allowed them to
ic Service Commission along
one of them stood first in the

consider that it will

(¢), Sir, are they

hese gentlemen were defi

SAADULLA: Government
service but thosé who handle
cte., will be included in the

sider the cases of

list of meritorious cangj dis::sl have already mentioned,
Mr. BAIDYANATH M : ; ; «“Whether G "
O *RIEE - tion was "'V : overn-
me{? pr0p9§e to add the pericg (IfngJEf i l\fg %;csof the recruits from the Bars
‘g}gifgmcrng;t Eciz)l:lg;'dtheir seniority in gersicce?’ My supplementary Question is Wil
lde ¥ o 7 : alye
been absorbed in th:; gz‘: from the Bms who have already

The Hon’ble M

cases of those recruited
Manent cadre”?

definite rule on the \j}l)l_lavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir, there is a
follow that. “HIECt laid down by the Finance Department and we will have to
S — g

SO A

ISpeech not corrected.
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Supply of mustard oil in the Province

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN asked :
*166.  Will Government be pleased to state
(@) The nature and extent
templated by them to
Province ?
(0)  Whether they are aware of acute
Assam durine thege winter
(¢) If so, what steps, it any, were taken by  Government to “supply
Upper Assam with mustard oil ?
*167.  Will Government

ol measures taken by them so far or con-
ensure steady supply of mustard oil in the

scarcity ol imustard oil in Upper
months ?

be pleased (o state

* (@)  Whether they are aware that the villagers of  Sibsagar Subdivision
are going without any mustard oil during the past  four months
or so? 1If so, have Government  ascertained  the reasons  there-
for ?

M () Whether any system of regulation and  control was imposed “on the

production of the mills by Government ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAM VAD SAADULLA replied :

166. (@)=-The  hon. Member  is referred 1o the reply 1o Unstarred Question
No.23(¢) asked Dby Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma in this Session,
(b) & (c)- -Scarcity  was reported  {rom certain
to meet the emergency supplies from Gauhatj were diverted 1o those areas.

167.(a)-—~Government have no  suclh information byt there  were
scarcity i]n'mn;:]mut the whole Subdivision.
necessary to ascertain the  reasons which
mustard seed and transport diflicultics,

(h)—Yes.

areas in Upper Assam and

reports ol
Government  did not think it to be

are known o them, z., shortage of

e Mr. Labanya Kumar Chandluu-y’ a Security prisoner
Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV  asked :
#168. Will Government be pleased to st
(@) Whether My, Labanva Kumar (Ih;mdhury, NOW ~a security prisoner in
the Jorhat jail is sullering from Suspected gastric ulcer ?
(b) Whcther he suffered from Pain in stomach cye troubles, headache, vertigo
and sciatica while he was lodged in the S\,-'Iht‘tj;iil ?
(¢) Whether it is a fact that his healtl has  deteriorated after his teanelin
' to Jorhat ?
(d) Il the answer to Question (@) ot (b) above s in the affirmative what
arrangement has been made for the reatment  and supply of suitable
. diet to Mr. Labanya Kumar Chaudhury at present and with what
result so far ?

(¢) Whether itis a fact that (he aforesaid My,
had an attack ol malignant malayig
i Jail and also that before this
CE \'Vhothc_r 1t 1s a fact that My, Labanyy Kumar Chaudhury is steadily
losing in weight since after his attack of malaria > ’
*169. (a) Is it a fact that l_h(‘ aloresaid My, Labzmyu Kumay ‘Ch"ludhur was at
Sylhet jail for about two years till the middle of August 1944 » ‘ y
(6) Isit a fact that he was su]_)sequently transferred
Jorhat jail ?
(¢) Do Government propose to transfe
*170. (a) Is it a fact that Mr, l,abanya Kumaxr Ch
prisoner, was orice examined by a specialist af Sylhet for
paid by Government to the specialist on that account ?

ate—

Labanya Kumar Chaudhury

4

abour 3 months back in Jorhat
attack he fainged one day ?

at an hour’s notice to
r him back g Sylhet jail ?

audhury while a security
¢ye trouble, but no fees were
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(b) Is it a fact that the - said security prisoner was nol supplicd with any
recommendation of the eye

spectacles at Government €xpensc for months after the

specialist for the use of such spectacles ?
(¢) Whether any spectacles have now been supplied to him 2
(d) If so, from what date and at whose expense ?

#171. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether they have recently received through the Superintendent, Jorhat
jail, a petitior from Dr. H. K. Choudhury, M. B, Municipal Commis-
sioner, Sylhet, and brother to aforesaid security prisoncr Mr. Labanya
Kumar Chaudhury, asking for the unconditional release of his brother

. for treatment in Calcutta or elsewhere ? '
(b) Whether Government propose to arrange for his proper
Calcutta at Government expense ?
(¢) If not, whether Government propose
that he may be sent by his family mem
#172. {a) Is it a fact that the said security prisoner
Chaudhury is an Electrical Engineer and was in scrvice un

Assam ?
(b) [sit a fact that he is now detained without trial for
{c) Isit a fact that his wife and three children have
allowance in spite of repeated applications by Mr. Chaudhury’s wife for
allowance of at least Rs. 100 per month ?
)Eitio, o Government propose Lo reconsider the case
allowance to Mr. Chaudhury’s wife. ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA  replied:

168. (a)—No. He was reported to be suffering  from chronic gastritis.

treatment in

to release him unconditionally so
bers to Calcutta for treatment ?
Mrve. Labanya Kumar
der the Government of

over 27 months ?
not been given any
erant of

and grant a suitable

(b)—-Yes.
(c)-——NO. )
(a’)-dDocs not arise, as he has since been released from jail.
e _-HI:} had a malarial attack on the 25th September, but did not faint.
—No.
169. ((alees, for 1 year, nine months.
(b) —No.

(¢)—Does not arise, as he has been released.

170. (a)—Yes.
(by—Yes.
) & (D— .
or the supply of spectacles at their cost.
__He has already been released with restrictions. Government are

171. (a)—(9) ,
1ot prepared to find funds for his’ treatment in Calcutta, but if he wishes to go to
nt Government are prepared to consider his request.

~alcutta for treatme : :
PG e s Electrical Tester under this Government.
(

Government were satisfied that there were no sufficient grounds

py—Does not arise, as he has been released.

(c)—-YeS. -
(d). _Does not arise.
Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Since the prisoner concerned has  been
1 will put supplementary question on Question No. 172 only. Is it a fact
he will not be

ased ; A
:Elsft he has been re!eas_ed under certain conditions and restrictions and
ble to carn his livelihood even now P ‘
Lo Mo, Saivid . Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: His case will
if he applies on that ground.

: d
e considere .
$s A BAI.DYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, did he not apply before while he was

o ide the ja.ll F . et :
isiCe Honablﬁ_MaU}:a;;gE}lyld Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Yes, Sir, and we
oh qUil‘éd ab(ra::;cnlts gk it was reported that he did not require any monetary aid
from GOVEX ] : :

AIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: May we know what is the other source

Mr. B
of income€ of the person ?

-y
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We are told
that he has got relations who  are in joint family and who have got suflicient
income to maintain his family.

Srijut GAURI KANTA ‘TALUKDAR : Sir, is it not derogatory. for a gentleman
to depend upon the income of his brother living in a joint family for his livelihood
and maintenance of his family ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Salyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am not going
to give any legal opinion on this point, Sir,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Do not Government consider that by this
procedure Government are not only penabising the person concerned but

his whole
family ?  Will the Hon’ble Prime Mjinjster be kind enough to consider such cases so
that the restrictees can live on their own inc

ome and they are not to depend on their
relatives ?

The  Hon'ble  Maulavi Saiyid = Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The
policy of Government is to grant family allowances in case of absolute necessity
and in this case the report is that he has sufficient income in the family to
maintain himself and his family.  Therefore Government did not grant him any
allowance. ’

Mr. BAIDYANAT [ MOOKERJEE: M
to the Government ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We got the
report from the Deputy Commissioner.  But through what agency he enquired I am
not in a position to say just now.

ay I know who submitted this report

.

Function of the Labour Commissioner

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

#¥173.  Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is the function of the Labour
look to the general wellare of the labourer

(6) If so, what action he has taken so far to assist the Assam labourers
in forming Labour Unions unde

r the Trade Union Act and to help
the existing registered Labour Unions in Assam to develop them-
sclves ?

(¢) Whether Government have recently received anv complaints about
intimidation of office-bearcrs and leaders of registered Trade

Unions of Assam, particularly of A. R. &  Trading Company,
Labour Union, Dibrugarh ?

(d) 1f so, whether Government Propose to enquire

Commissioner, Assam, to
s of the Province ?

into the matter ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA GHAKRABARTY ceplied :

173.  (a)—Yes.
(b)—The Labour Commissioner’s duty
carry out the statutory Iuncgons and to render advice and assistance to organisations
2 ho desire to obtain reoictrar: . of  gri o A S i
ol workmen w registration as Uniong in trammg their rules, main

taining accounts and submitting returns under the Act; and these are the functions
which he pursues.

(¢)—No recent complaints
received by the Government.
(d)---Does not arise,

Swjut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH :  Did not Gouey eceive any complaint
from the Trade Union concerned that their office-hearers ?vlgeem];\ifﬁ:ga?gc}i :}31?1 P‘”-Cti-
mised ? |

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA ¢
replied, Sir, that Government have not received an

as Registrar of Trade Unions is to

about intimidation appear to have been

HAKRABARTI: I have already

Y report of recent complaints. .

-
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+Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Isitnot thc duty of the Labour
Commissioner to look into the conditions of thc labourers in the factorics ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Certainly,
when he tours in different parts of the Province he looks into the conditions of the
labourers. :
 +Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: May 1 know from the Hon’ble
Minister how many factories have been inspccted by the Labour Commissioner ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAK RAVARTY :
of this Question.

TMaulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURTI:
Commissioner, does the Hon’ble Minister realise that all these dutics

from his office without anv inspection ol factories ? _
The Hon’ble Srijul HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : 1 don’t think

that all these duties can be discharged from the office, because immediate knowledge
of the situation and conditions in the different localities are necessary.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Am I to understand  that
Commissioner’s duty is to assist the labourers in forming labour unions ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : If he is
approached he will be only too glad te assist them. )

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : May I ask whether up till now any
tance has been sought for from the Labour Commissioner in this matter ?

The Hon'ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: It is the
labourers who should first approach the Labour Commissioner for any assistance.
I cannot say in how many cases his assistance was sought for by the labourers.

S.ijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Do the labourers get proper assistance from
the Labour Commi-sioner when his assistance is sought for ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Certainly it

is his duty.

[ want notice

In describing the duties of the [.abour
are discharged

the Labour

AS8s15=

Price of controlled commeodities

Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked
i *174. (a) Wil Government be pl(:as._-(l to lay on
articles showing their current priccs ?
45 (b) Will Government be
dities are supplied by Government ? )

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

174. (a)—The hon. Member is referred to réplies to his own Starred Question
No. 71, asked during the present Session.

(h)—Salt, sugar and wheat p :
lled commodities mentior

the table a list of controlled

plcas(rd to state which of the controlled comino-

roducts are entirely supplied by Govern-
ment while the other contro sed are only partly supplied by

Government. :
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Is it not a fact that the list supplied by

the Government was not a complete one and prices were not given in all cases !
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: So far we could

ascertain we gave those answers.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Butit was not a complete answer. If
the Hon’ble Premier looks into the list he will himself find so. That sort of answer

does not satisfy us. )
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILA: I will supply

whatever information my hon. Friend wants il he points out wherein my list is incom-

plete.
Allegations against the rice purchasing Syndicates of Surma Valley

*I?[E'?:u I\iﬁl{{éHTNA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :
* 175" 1 sovernment be pleased to refer to their Resolution No SD(A)385 i
dated the 5th February, 1945, publisiied in the Assam Gazet'e ol the 7(1.11 I"(cbz"un;;*frdd]/f?/?.’i’

Speech not corrected.
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and state why the personnel of the Committee appointed by the Assembly during its last

November Session to enquire into the allegations against the Rice Purchasing Syndicates
of the Surma Valley has been changed by Government ?

*176. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) What is the present plan of Government with regard to rice and paddy
procurement in the Surma Valley ?

(b)) What arrangement, if any, has been made now for purchase of rice and
paddy in the Surma Valley ?

(¢) Whether Government is purchasing any rice and paddy in the Surma
Valley now ?

(d) If not, why not ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that the cultivators and producers in the
Surma Valley are at présent on the verge of ruin on account of the

cfiect of Government’s stoppage of purchase of rice and paddy in Surma
Valley since November last.

(f) 1fso, whether Government propose to begin purchasing the same imme-
diately ?
(¢) I not, why not ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
175.—The hon. Member is referred to reply to Starred Question No. 8 asked by

Maulavi Mabarak Ali, ».r.a, at the present Session of the Assembly on the same
subject.

176.- (¢)-—The hon. Member is referred
asked by Maulavi Abdur Rahman,
Assembly,

to Unstarred Question No, 41(a)
M.L.A., at  the present Session of the

(b)—The hon. Member is refeired to reply  to  Unstarred Question
No. 126 asked by Maulavi Abdul Aziz, M.L.A., at the present Session of the
Assembly.

(¢)—VYes.

(d)-—Docs not arise.

(¢)-—Government have no such information.

(f)—Yes. Direct purchase by Government has already started.
(g)—Does not arise, )

- UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)
Re House searches at Dibrugarh

Rabu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :
119. Will Government be pleased to state—

() Why  the houses of comrades Sarfarar
Barthakur, Phanindra Nath Das,
varty of Dibrugarh were sear

(b) Whether anything illegal was found in the aforesaid search ?

(¢) Why the.ofﬁccfs of the Bengal and Assam Railway Workers Union and
assam Railway and Trading Company, Limited, Laboar ~Union
were searched on the same day ? ’ ’

(d) Whether the union offices were searched with the knowledge of Labour
Commissioner, Assam ? ’

(¢) If not, why not ?

fal Hossain, Girindra Kumar
Dipika Debi and Patibhusan Chakra-
ched on the 23rd S ptember 1944 ?

(g) Whether Government are aware that Bimala Prativa Debi’s husband

was seriously ill on the day her house was searched and that her son-
in-law died one day before the search ?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replicd :
119. (a) & (¢)—On information received which indicated the presence O

QUESTIONS [19T1z MAR

(k) Whether it is a fact that police officials did not stop their raid in spite
of being informed of the aforesaid calamities ?

(i) The names of books seized from the house of comrade Dipika Devi ?

(j) Whether a Students Federation Circular has been seized from the house
of comrade Patibhusan Chakravarty ?

(F) Whether the aforesaid books and circular are illegal ?

(1) If not, why the police scized literatures which were not illegal ?

(m) Why the drama ““Plaban” belonging to the Bengal and Assam Railway
Workers Union, submitted to the Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur,
has not yet been returned ?

(n) Whether Government propose to rcturn the unobjectionable literaturcs
seized from the Union offices and ether private houscs which were
searched ? i

(o) If not, why not ?

f prejudi-

cial documents.

search.

only whe

(b)—No.
(d)—No.
(¢)—The authority of the Lzbour Commissioner was not recquired for the
(f)—No.

(g) & (h)—No. The search parly learncd of the death of her son-in-law
n the search was going on and when it was too late to stop.
(i)—The list of books seized from the house of Srijut Puspa Phukan, the

husband of Dipika Debiis laid on the table.
The list of books and leaflets seized from the house of Srijut Puspa Phukan, husband

Serial

No.
el
=23
9|
8 1
al
(U]
q |
vi
2|
S0 |
55 |
a= |
29 |
58|
Sa |
o |
54 |

of Dipika Debi, on 23rd December 1944.

Names of books and leaflets Numbers
atAtr AT aire Fi“ S ot I
Fora fF ot & .
AT AT Y2 Fqsta At osw
Stacea Mg wam ( #FEiR gis ) ' 3
e e fEFas 74 e 0 AT
ATTTH ¢ T L & ST |
Ff7 TeEfw 9F9 A cotET 4T |
AR, TRl oy A
e T ©f s,
creTa et TP G AT .. Sl w
eiifstas TOIATETA T X %
SiaTeT Fez AMET ATem ... _—

23 35 s ?jah]' FTT N N 23
4FSIT TIF, SIAteT SR AT SwiniT, X 5
?_HCFTT;T?F SIE-TFCepq fFeeits o . . ”
The “New’’ Fasci o
T o T ma:ugi?er e 1 copy.

pt book translated by Bibhuti s -

Chakravarty.
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Serial Names of books and leaflets Numbers
No. .
| TS 419-518F atfra w77 =t Y8 47 |
3 | T @F9, A TET... S0 &M |
0| AFPEE A Fiaana giiatl gtz g Nl
D | "iTwiEag (Fiesds S - d
|, WA FoA 4| atE @ e oot -
())—Yes.
(k)—=It has not been so treated.
(I)—Publications were returned after scrutiny.

(m)—Enquiry has been made.
(n)—"These have been already returned.
(0)— Does not arise.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY :  With reference to reply to Question No.119(a)
may I understand from the answer that the search has been made on false information as
nothing prejudicial has been  found ?

The Horn’'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
far, As has been already replied to, at least in one house, as
were found and they were returned after scrutiny.

I will not go so
many as 22 documents

Introduction of Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

120. () Arc Government aware that during the discussion of the Local Self-
Government (Amendment) Bill, 1937, introduced by the Questioner, it was assured
by the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge on the floor of the Asscmblv ’in its Scptember
Session, 1938, that the Government themselves would introduce a Bill to amend the
Local Self-Government Act to suit the present '

- conditions before the next general
elections of the Local Boards are held ? &

(b) -W:l“ _Govm:nmcnt be pleased to state what has happened in the meanwhile
to change their attitude in the matter ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY
120. (a)—Yes.

(b)H-.For various reasons such as several

and unsuitability of the time and also for the reason that some of the changes contem-

plated to be made by the Bi!l such as reservation of seats for the minority communities
can be done under the provision of the existing Act.

replied :

changes of the Ministry, abnormality

Allocation of seats in Local Boards

Srijut JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL asked :

121, (a) Will Government be pleased to st . st
regarding allocation of seats in Local Boards for differeng b crihating g tion
with the next I.ocal Board elections ? Nt communities in connec

(b), If so, do Government propose to take into
represented in those petitions and revise their decision in

Consideration the points as
Self-Government Act and the rules framed thereunder ?

the light of the Assam Local

The Hon’ble Srijut HIREND
1216. (:)I-I—-Yces. s NDRA CHANDRA GHAKRAVARTY replied :
(b)—The distribution was

made by the Gov : ideration
g v y erni P \ nsiaet
of all facts and the question of revision does not arige Tltnt diter Gaete |
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Licenses under the Assam Food Grains Control Order, 1944

Maulara ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :
122. Will Government be pleased to state— -

(¢) How many applications for licenses under the Assam Food Grains
Control Order, 1944, were submitted up to the 15th December,
1944, to the Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara for licenses of
(i) class A, (ii) class B and (i) class G ?

() How many applications of the above classes were submitted after

15th December 1944 ? '

(¢) How many licenses of cach class were granted (i) belorg 15th Decem-
ber and (i) after 15th December 1944 ? i

123. Will Government be pleased to state--

(@) Whether the ““petty dealers™ are required to possess licenses under the -

: Assam Food Grains Control Order, 1944 7 o

(6) If not, whether that fact was published by the Deputy Commissioner
of Goalpara for genecral information ? .

(¢i If the reply to Question No.123 () above is in the negative whcth.er
Government are aware that for this non-publication, the dealers in
food grains in Goalpara district, onc and all, applied for obtaining
licenses and underwent unnecessary hardships ?

(d) Whether any special notification has been published in
Gazette to the cffect that the “petty dealers” in any p;lrticular area
are required to take licenses under the said Order ?

(e) Ifso, what are those arcag ?

the

the official

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
122, (a)—Class ‘A’—065.
‘B’—3117.
S WrCH——386,

(b))—5 only (of which 2 were accepted on special consideration).

(¢)—() No licence could be issued before 15th December 1944, as the
applications were then under enquiry. ;

(i) ‘B’ Class—97.
‘C’ Class—303.
‘A’ Class licenses are being issued by Government.
123, (a)—No license is required for petty dealers.

(b)—VYes, this was published by Deputy Cominissioner,
1944, for general information.

(c)—Does not arise.

(d)—Yes.

(e)—Sibsagar district only.

3

on 31st October,

Allegations against rice purchasing Syndicates of Surma Valley
Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked : -

124. (a) Will Government be pleased to refer to their Resolution No.SD(A)385/44/
30, dated the 5th li'lebru}? ry 1945, publis_hed in the Assam Gazette of the Tth February
1945 and state I‘Q’T L tbe psersc?nnel of the Committee appointed by the Assembly
during 1its last Novem ferh €ssion to enquire into the allegations against the Rice
Purchasxn% S)If)ndl((;-’él)t::rg mte IT,J[Surma Valley has been changed by Government ?

0 . ~ - -
approved b)y the Assembly ? Propose to have the new personnel Oi the said committee

125. (g) Aret}G()&f?]r'nrr}ent aware of the present difficulties of the people of the
Province duc to the delay 1n purchasm ri : .

: (b)) Do Govérnment pro g rice and paddy by Government in large scale ?
Pose to fix up a bottom price of rice and paddy

keeping in view the abnormal rise in Prices of other essential commodities ?
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The Hon’ble Maulav: Sa vid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied : -
124. (a)—The hon. Member is referred to reply to Starred Question No.8 asked by
Maulavi Mabarak Ali, . 1. a,, during the present Sessi- n of the Assembly.
(b)—No.
125. (a) Yes.

(b)—No, Government do not consider It necessary at present.

Arrangements for purchase of rice and paddy in the Surma Valley
Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ asked : .
126. Will Government be pleased to state made by
Government for the purchase of rice December
1944 » ;
127.  Will Government be pleased to state-—

(a) The total quantity of rice and paddy purchased
and the Surma Valley Syndicates till the dates of expiry of thejr
licences  (figures to be given scparately for each Syndicate)” and ha
total prices paid by Government on this account ?

(6) Whether the rice and paddy purchased through Syndicates h
consumed ?

(¢) When the Committee appointed in

what arrangements have been
and paddy in the Surma Valley after

by the Eastern Bengal

ave been a]]

the last November Session of the

Assembly to enquire into the allegations made against the rice purcha-
sing Syndicates of Surma Valley will commence their work ?

(d) What quantity of rice ﬂl}(l paddy was cutted by the recent burning of the
Manumukh godowns in  the Maulvibazay subdivision and \\'T]at will
be the pecuniary loss to Government on that account ?

(e) Whether Government have invuslig:ltcd and ascertained the ¢
fire ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL
126.—Government have :1ppui1_1t(_'cl the necessary stall’
arrangements for direct plll‘C]l:}SC ol rice and paddy in the Surma Valley
o The torl, queniiy of tise and paddy purchased by s Sy Valles

Syndicates as reported by them up to 31s¢ December 1944 are—

ause of this

A replied -

and made g preliminary

Surma Valley Foodgrain Syndicate _l_{__l
ce

Paddy

‘Tons Tons
1587542 13.450-46

Eastern Bengal and Assam Commercial Syndicate :—

R iCC Padd)‘
Tons -I;;l;_
Total price paid so far to—
Eastern Bengal and Assam COlpmermal Syndicate. .,
< Surma Va]]gy Foodgrain Syndicate ; Rs. 1,54,00,000

T

I'inal payment in each case will be made
(6)—No. ) )
(¢)—The Committee will commence work
ments regarding personnel are completed,
(d)—Exact quantity is not known.
mds. rice and 9,857 mds. paddy were kept
were burnt down. ) ‘ ‘
(e)—The case is still under mvestigation,

. R .
aftEr StOl'CS are taken over 5 95,00;000

as soo "elimi
n ag plehmmary arrange-~
Itis howevep .

¢ > 'eported ¢
In the godgyy

: hat abo
NS immediyg ut 7,270

ely before they

L+
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Adjournment Motion 7¢ eviction of graziers from Kaimari Reserve

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have got notices of two Adjournment Motions—
one from Srijut Ghanashyam Das and the other from Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath.

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS : Sir, I beg leave of the House to move that this
House do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance of
recent occurrence : to wit the oppressive and unjust order of the Sul)—divisional
Officer, Barpeta, asking the graziers of the Kaimari professional orazing reserve to
remove their permanent bathans to new sites causing scrious hardships and losses to
them.

Sir, the Sub-divisional Officer, Barpcta, has very recently served notices...

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : When ?

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS @ After 15th February, 1945. l

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  When were the notices received by the graziers F 5511

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS : After 15th February, 194.5.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I want the exact date.

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS : The graziers got the notice on the 7th of March
and ha e come here yesterday. ' .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What does the hon. Member mean ‘by oppres-
sive and unjust’ ?

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: ‘The Sub-divisional Officer, Barpeta, has served’
notices upon the graziers of the Kaimari professional grazing rescrve, asking them t0
remove their bathans to new sites. This is causing cnormous losses and great hard-
ships to them. Sir, the notice runs as follows :——

ot Se118632 ST TR wrwa s A8 crdats frm e Al Al
g5 it codtm wa afem 9w 5iEw Am TEAA “Cigatz wifm AT AT i
At A AT AR HE AT AT sfrvy AY it et cieF 1

Sir, this notice is unjust and oppressive, and is causing enormous hardship and loss
to the graziers. On the other hand, the encroachers are encouraged, and new encroaz
chers will be encouraged to go there. Sir, I think, the notice has got the sanction ©
the Government behind it. The Hon’ble Revenue Minister went 10 Barpeta on
the 6th February, 1945 and returned from the place on the 9th February, 1945 and the
Hon’ble-Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri visited the very Reserve on the 11th Febru-
ary, 1945 and returned on the 12th February, 1945. 'T'he Sub-divisional Oflicer dis-
cussed the matter with them, and on their advice he had been to the Reserve on the
15th February, 1945.. After that, Sir, he served the notice. By this notice,
instead of evicting the encroachers, who have broken the law and damaged the grass
and fodder of the cattle and buffaloes by cultivating the land inside the Reserve, the
Sub-divisional Officer is going to evict the graziers who had spent 20 to 25 thousan
rupees for raising their bhithas (plinths of their houses) above the flood level. Nows

they have to surrender them for the use of the encroachers.  These graZieﬁ
¢

have been in the Reserve fiom a very long time, and now they have tO
evicted bhecause of the encroachers who have broken the law, and I am suré
Sir, that new encroachers will also come to the reserve on this plea. TIor removing
to new sites the grazicrs shall have to spend another sum of 20 to 25 thousand rupees
to raise their bhithas of bathans above the flood l:ivel. Is it just ? Is it not
oppressive © | : s

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT : I submit, Sir, I cannot agrec that
this is a fit Motion for adJQuf!}ment of the House. The hon. Member himself postulatcs
it as an-ordel“t_)f the Sub-divisional Officer which he terms “unjust and oppressivc”-
1f that is so, Sir, it 1s a matter for adjudication in a proper Court. We do not know
under what circumstances the Sub-divisional Officer scrved the notice ; it might be an
eviction notice or what it is, is not known to us. ! g

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : . :
‘e fnstructions from Government. The hon. Member says that it was issued under

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI I repudiate the snggestion, Sir.

&mﬁﬁgfiﬁs ?g\éflr tga‘ézgsi&h i?IStrl!lctions to the Sub-divisional Officer. The hon.
. e o Hon’ble Ministers who visited Barpeta during the firs
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and second weck of February.  But, Sir, so far as T am concerned, T asked the Sub-
divisional Officer to take up a firm attitude to sce that every letter of the Government
instructions and policy was carried out, and not 10 spare any encroacher, \\'h(\‘{ would
break the law, no matter (o what category he l,)vlr)ngccl. 1 do not lm.ow, Sir, how
the hon, Member could come to that inference  The hon. Mcm.bvr hm}sclfsaw me
while T was at Barpeti and T was glad, Sir, he then conveved an Impression contrary
to that which he just now stated on the llnm: ol the, House. He lm‘s‘ msinuated ‘t‘hat
I might have given the instruction to the Hlﬂ)-(li\‘l*mn:‘l] Olllcor_. Might Emvc;' or
“would have” will not do. According to lh(" terms of the ;\djom:nmeng h[otlons,
they should be specifically stated. T think, Sir, 1 stated in_connection with another
Adjournment Motion, that this was not the torum to agitate questions such as the
one he has brought forward. Over and above this, T think, I shall not be disclosing
a secret if T were to mention that my lLon. l".ricn(l ‘.\'ri_iu{ Kameswar Das saw me ves-
terday morning at my bungalow in connection with this very matter.  He took one
or two graziers belore me with a petition. - Thad a discussion with him atter \:’thl‘l
he came away satisfied, and I wonder. bu‘: 111;11" ;1119thcr hon. Member of his Group
has brought forward an Adjournment Motion of _:]ns.nnturc on the same matter.
I therefore contend, Sir, that no Adjournment Motion lies.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS ".\.[;1}' I !cnr\_\\' whether the
ter has taken any action on the petition suhl_mt[v(l 1 . _

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI I am taking all necessary action
about it. As a matter of fact I directed the Sub-divisional Officer by an express wire
to take necessary action forthwith. .

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS : On a pomt of
Hon’ble Minister stated that while ‘hc was at Bar
discussion with him about the aflair. Buy as a
only yesterday, I haw.‘ :1].?0_ come to know, 51.1". | -
peta has expressed his inability to take any action n matters of cncrqfllchgncnt on his
own initiative, as Government Issue ‘()l'(lt:l'S direct in l!l(‘t‘-(‘. Mmatters.  Sir, it has been
stated by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister that he Imd. given every gIll'cction b the Shibe
divisional Officer to-evict the encroachers, but he did not mention whether he had
directed the Sub-divisional ()ﬂ]c(:_r to evict th‘ encroachers from this grazing Reserve.
If he says dceflinitely Lhzl.L il.{- has (111‘(‘(‘,%(’3(..1 the h“‘"‘f]'\‘_lmonnl Oﬂ‘lccl"Lo compensate the
grazicrs the loss they will incur by shifting THio other sites and to maintain peace there
by posting armed police, I shn['l not 1\1\ the House for leave to move my Motion,

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : T ¢ould not very closely follow the
hon. Member. He n.u:ntionc_d about my presence at Barp(.;m from the ﬁth - ti_le 9th,
but I challenge the insinuation that I might have been instrumental in goading the
Sub-divisional Officer in the subscquent action that he is alleged to have taken in the
matter. I never encouraged the Suh-dwxsanal Officer to that cffect.  Rather T told
him that he must exccute the Government policy and (ake action with all vigour.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I do not understand why after having approached
the Minister for taking certain steps in th}s matte_r _[llcre should be an Adjournment
Motion. The hon. Members must realise that it IS ot consistent with the dignity of
the House, to bring forward. an {-‘\cl_]ourmn.ent Motion after 11:1\'ing approached the
Minister concerned [or certain action, particularly when the Minister says that he has

action. i
tRke it GHANASHYAM DAS:  Srijut

’ble Minister, Sir.

HonSbrlijut LAKS’HESVAR BOROOAH :
aken.

becn"_[“the Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon, Member

action has been taken.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: May I inform the House that the Hon’ble Revenue
Minister did not pass any o.x‘dcr on the petition of the graziers, when it was submitted
to him but he simply promised to consult the Hon’ble Prime Minister and to see what
action was possible under the circumstances, He did not Pass any definite order.

Hon’ble Revenue Minis-
y the graziers ?

" personal explanation, Sir. The
peta, I interviewed him, and had a
matter of fact, I came to know of it
that the Sub-divisional Officer, Bar-

Kameswar Das might have seen the

We do not know whether any action has

should then ascertain what
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Without waiting to know from the ]Inn’!)]t: I'\)/Imlstcr
what steps he has actually taken why should there be an Adjournment Motion : :

) Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, my Friend the mover of the Motion
did not approach the Hon’ble Minister. - ) o

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Are not questions of this nature coming up again
and again on the floor of the House ? ) el

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : No, Sir, this is a question ;‘ngn_gcthcr (l;ﬂct-—
ent from the other questicns, i.c., firing by the Police.  Here the Sub-divisional Om‘c?‘li
Barpeta, instead of taking steps to oust the encroachers, is going to oust the peacelu
graziers who have been there for a long time. The present question t':usc:gl_by my hon.
Friend is that the Government is not justified in asking the grazicrs to shift somewhere
to make room for the encroachers. This is encouraging lawlessness.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : My point is that the Hon’ble Minister was approa-
ched for redress. Did not the hon. Member know that another Member of ll‘lb' p,{rty
approached the Hon’ble Minister ? Both the hon. Members belong to the Congr clss
Party. When tabling an Adjournment Motion I do not think that the Members of the
Party are not consulted. ; =

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD S -ADULLA : And coming
from the same subdivision. _ , g i, s T

Srijut GAURT KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, will the Hon ble Prime Mmls_t(,l
pleased to take the matter into his own hands and take immediate steps to plevi:nt
the Sub-divisional Offi-er, Barpeta, from ousting the graziers and also to _scp_“f\l
the notices that have already been served onthe graziers by the Sub-divisiona
Officer are withdrawn without delay ? oL

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAIL SAADULLA: As I have ]t.(;n
appealed to by Mr. Talukdar, I can say that I had absolutely no knowledge 9““&
Neither my non-official Friends who often visit me nor the Revenue Minister miormg
me anything about it. I was absent from Shillong the whole of yesterday and nobo );
could see me here. I can assure the House that I will go through the petition as \’ve]
as the orders passed by the Sub-divisional OH}Ccr_ in .consultation with my Hon’ble
Colleague, the Revenue Minister and will scc that justice is done. o _—

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: The gmmc}rs submlulcd[_ t}lm[‘r petition (;u the 7th o
March. They have come up to Shillong fer the removal of their griecvances.

The H()ny’l?le tTT\Eec:urllavipSaiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Was it sent by
Post or was it handed over to me Ecrso?ally ?t

Srij il AS: Sent by post.

Th%uhﬁr?}izcﬁﬁﬁv? Saiyid Sir MYIB)HAMNIAD SAADULLA - It has not yet
rea

C}.:;gem%iﬁ’%?: Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: It was handed over to me }at
6-30 p.m. and at 7 p.M. I informed the Revenue Sccretary to send a telegram forth-
with and to supply all details and take necessary action. . _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member press his Motion ?

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: No, Sir, in view of the assurance given by the
Hon’ble Premier, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : As the hon. Member does not press his Motion 1
do not think it is necessary for me to decide whether the Motion is of urgent public
importance and is in order.

The other Motion* is on the same subject, and the hon. Member is also
absent.

#Srijut JOGENDRA CHANDRA NATH to move : This Assembly do now adjourn to discuse a
definite matter ot urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, viz., the unjust and highhanded
ovder of the Sub-divisional Officer, Barpeta in requiring the graziers of the Kaimari professional
Grazing Reserve to remove their khutis from permanent sites to new ounes, causing them thereby serious
l1oss and hardship:
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GRANT No. 30
(37.—MISCELLAN EOUS)

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: On the recommen-
dation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 30,908,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the

course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1946, for the adminij.
stration of the head * 57.—Miscellanecous.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

“ That a sum not exceeding Rs. 30,98,900 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1946, for
the administration of the head ¢* 57.—Miscellaneous.”

There are as many as 16 Cut Motions, all are from the longress Party. I wish to
know which are going to be moved.

(Voices—No. 4 may be moved.) _

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Mr, Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the
provision of Rs. 20.000 under Grant No. 30, Major head —57.—Miscellaneous, Minor
head—A .—Expenditure on account of State Prisoners and Detenus, at page 145 of the
Budget, be reduced by Rs. 2, 4. ¢, the amount of the whole gra..t of Rs. 30,98,900 do
stand reduced by Rs. 2. 1 .

My object in moving this Cut Motion is to raise a discussion about detention of
Congress and Gommunist_ prisoners rithc-_r in Jails or in restricted areas and about the
non-payment and insuilicient payment ol maintenance allowance to them,

We have persistently pressing the popular Government of Assam to release all
the Congress and Communist prisoners, but th Government has been proceeding very
slowly. Citing instances of the P\‘ICIllh(‘l:S ef this House who have been still detained I
must say that the Premier is unnecessarily hard on them. When British bureaucracy
has not ceased to exist after the release of Srijut  Gopinath Bardoloi, Srijut
Siddhinath Sarma, Srijut Kameswar Das and others it would be foolishness to be
afraid of Srijut Dcl)'c:swar Sarma, 1\'!1‘:. Fal_ih.rudclin Ali Ahmed, Srijut Bishnu Ram
Medhi, Srijut Omeo Kumar Das and Srijut Krishna Nath Sarma. Of course, appre-
hension of the destruction of the present Cabinet is justifiable., These incarcerated
patriots will never support a Cabinet which is illc(?mpetﬁ‘l}t.to give food and cloth to
the people.  They will make an awempt for a united Ministry.  Sir Saadulla should
not now grudge their presence in the Assembly. Imn\mdmle measures must be adopted
to bring them out of jail. Srijut Pumcnflu Kl_s_l_m:::f b(*.::;‘(‘,ul)ta, who is a true disciple
of Gandhiji is still kept in prison wh_c:n Gandhiji h_lmscli. is let out. Maulavi Mabarak
Ali, a disciple o' Maulana Hussain  Ahmed Ma_tdam 1s still rotting in Jail, when
Hussain Ahmed Sahib himsell is let out. It is understood both Purnendu Babu
and Mabarak Ali Sahib are ill. There can be pne Justification to keep them in
jail. o

The Hon’ble Premier in reply to my Bgclget speech cha
hear seditious songs. I he means that occasion when you
must protest against his wrong statement. I presume he
which demanded the release of political prisoners,

_ “w @ et

Why  Sir Muhammad has  been enraged ? Pros';aic as he is, he might have
taken ‘o7 cr 7 to be humiliating terms. That function wag arranged in aid of the
Kasturba Memorial Fund. He grumbled fhe‘ payment of insignificant sum of
rupees ten. The sum is better spent than his ill sp

rged me for taking him to
were also present, Sir, I
Wwas telling about the song

’

‘ €Al sums on race course and
on bridge table. . pis

*Mr, F. W. BLI:NN[;)I’{HASSEI I': The hon. Mover is lost in the desert. May
he use the microphone, Sir? '

Babu KARUNA SI NI_)HU ROY : I therefore appeal to the House that the poli-
tical prisoners be released immediately.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Any other Motion t

0 be m 2
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA - There are Thiedl]

*Speech not corrected



648 : : DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [ 19111 MAR.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :
¢« That the provision of Rs.20,000 under Grant No.39, Major head-—57.— Miscel-
laneous, Minor head-—A —Expenditure on account of State Prisoners and Detenus, at
page 145 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.2,i. e., the amount of the whole grant of

Rs.30,98,900 do stand reduced by Rs.2."

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the Motion
which has been moved by my hon. Friend Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy.

I feel, Sir, I shall be failing in my duty if I did not express my gratitude to the
Hon’ble Prime Minister for having made it possible for me to participate in the
proceedings of the Housc after a prolonged spell of almost three years. The measure
of my gratitude will be better appreciated if my hon. Friends realise that a power
higher than that of the present Cabinet has become the arbiter of  the destinies of
many hon. Members of the House. We should have found it casier to reconcile

ourselves to this position if the Civil Government had abdicated. The other day, Sir, my
rime Minister to a Bad-

hon. Friend Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy compared the Hon’ble P
shah. Surveying the whole situation, I feel constrained to remark that the Hon’ble
Prime Minister is rather like the British King because, like him, he too seems to reign

but not rule !
Sir, I will not insult the intelligence of the Hon’ble Prime

or even insinuating that he believes in his heart of hearts that those who are being
kept behind prison bars are in any way sources of danger to our comImon society or a
menace to our common motherland. No, Sir, nothing of the kind. But the pity is that
he ‘does not share with us the awful awarencss that we, of the Congress, have fallen

victim to a cold, calculating and most well-organised vendetta. )
Sir, we have heard it airily stated that it was necessary to pul Us behind prison

hars because we are suspected of pro-Japanese sympathies. I call this a wicked charge
i Such a charge would not

and challenge Government to prove it in a Court ol law.
stand a moment’s scrutiny before any tribunal, Sir. Therefore, Sir, I call it a
blatant lie. It does not lie in the mouth of the British Government 1O charge us with
pro-Japanese sympathies. May 1 remind the House that when the Japanese were
trying to get a strangle-hold over China and the British Government were hobnobbing
with the Japanese, we of the Congress, werc the first to send aid to China in_the shape
of a well-equipped Medical Unit. ‘And what about the All-India China Day that we
organised which was frowned upon ? Could there be a more definite gesture made
against Japan and Fascism ? Sir, on this side of the House, if we are pro-anything, we
are pro-independence and if we are anti-anything, we arc anti-slavery. ' :
Sir, we have also heard it stated in some quarters that we are Fifth Columnists.

I do not know what_is the full implication of such an appcllation.  But i T3, Al
to the charge is that i we

Minister by suggesting

presume, something very sinister. My answer )

are Columnists of the Fifth grade, those who call us so, are columnists of the First

grade ! .
outlawry has been imposed

Sir, I need not recount to the House why all this
It is generally because we did not want to be drawn into the present war
blind-folded. We wanted to. have a clarification of the attitude of the British
Government towards our political aspirations. But we were asked instead to believe
this as a peoPlc’s. war. What people’s war is this, I ask, that has not the people’s
sanction behind it ? What people’s war is this when one looks round and secs nothing
but country wide repression and suppression of civil liberties? What people’s war is this
T ask agaln, which requires the accredited leaders of the people to be put behind prisor;
bars, in order to win it?

Sir, I am prepared to concede that the Hon’ble Prime Minister is anxions to throw
open the prisons a_ncl set at liberty all political sufferers. DBut it seems he is unable
to surmount Ccl_‘titlr;] obstacles placed in the way of the execution of his own will. To
those who resist him, why does not the Hon’ble Prime Minister point out that the
British Government thought nothing of realising that arch-Fascist Leader O
Mosley in their own homeland ? Verj ; g K : S der swald

erily, Sir, a white skin covers a multitude of

sins !

upon us.

W e T SRR
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Sir, only the other day my hon. Friend Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri deplored
the frustration that had come to the Hon’ble Prime Minister while holding his high office
as such.  May I also ask him, Sir, is this office worth so much that he must hang on to
it even in the midst of all the frustration that it has brought him and worse still at the
cost of our broken hearths and homes, our shattered hopes and dreams ?  Sir, the time
has come even for Sir Muhammad to realise that the struggle in consequence of which
we have suffered ar.d many continue to suffer is no longer a struggle led by this
organisation or that, but it has turned out to be a struggle between liberty and tyranny,
between justice and injustice, between right and wrong.

With thesc words, Sir, I support this Cut Motion.

Mr. A. WHITTAKEFR :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, in making comments on this Cut
Motion I cannot speak at the cloguent level of my Friend Mr. Chanda, but T am moved
to make certain comments in view of the invitation given by Mr. Bardoloi in his Budget
speech or rather the reproach to the Z\_I'cmbcrs of my Group about their silence on this
question of civil liberty. My Group, Sir, has never been happy about the continued
detention of Members of this House. The uncasiness comes through our lack of
knowledge of the precise circumstances of this detention.  We are prepared to believe
that originally the exccutive Government had grounds for this detention., They may
have grounds even now. But we think that these grounds cannot be valid for ail time
and against all Members. It seems reasonable to us to relate these detention orders
to the improvement in the war situnt‘mn also.  Rigorous tests which were necessary in
1942, should no longer be necessary in 1945, My own view, therefore, is that the time
has come to liberalise the tests which should govern all cases in which civil liberty has
been infringed. Sir, we can fairly ask Gm's:rnm(:nt that the cases of all Members of
the Legislative Asseinbly shall be reviewed forthwith and full regard should be paid, Sir,
to the improvement of war situation, the changing political situation and the need, 1
would stress  this, Sir, the need for reinforcement  of the public life  of this Province
with men of good-will and men of ability. This, Sir, is not precisely in support of the
Motion but it is a request for a new approach to be-made to a problem which, many
of us in this House of all partics feel, has continued to be a problem for far too long a
period.

Mr. C. GOLDSMIIH : Mr.‘ SI)(“ilkC": Sir, this Cut Motion is intended to raise
a discussion with regard to detention of Congress prisHess. Covermmen: far b
blamed for this. But it is known to all Mcmbcrs of this House how far the present
Government, the Government of Assam, is responsible  for detaining the Congress
Members in jail. How far we people can blame this present it Pt Tt
always be borne in mind z—}nd I think the Congrcss Members present here will realise
the moral grounds on which they stand. It is no good smarting under the penaltics.
If they realise the spirltual and .mm.‘a! force that they have at their back, T do not think,
they will be labouring under this difficulty and would be complaining about the difficult
situation with regard io insufficient payment ol maintenance allowance. If they are
strong, their spiritual ground is strong, they will win at the end any how. But one point
has been mentioned by Mr. Chanda that they have fought against Fascism by sending
a medical unitin China. ’I‘i" they have done that, that must be done for its own sake
and not to get anything. 'lhe Clongress cannot prove that by seiviing this medical
unit they are fighting E‘asmsm. But th_ey are doing it for their own sake—to do good to
the helpless people. b,.ve'n Mr. Ga_ndl}l and the whole Congress in India will ot take
this stand. Therefore, Sir, my point is that I would appeal to the Congress Members
to stand on moral and spiritual gropnds._ They may find certain difficulties in the
present plight but if they are right in thc:'n* motive—if they are honest in their aspira-
tion—I think, they should fOIlow.tI}at principle. Therefore, Sir, it is no good assailing
upon the Government or complaining of the supposed inconveniences obtaining in the
Province or outside. g

" The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD §
Sir, I welcome the presecnce of our cloquent Deputy
Party—Mr. Chanda—in this House and I thank him for

-

AADULLA: Mr. Speaker,
Leader of the Congl'fshs
the very kind words wit
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:.lglscel:lf:n?as compi_emcntcgl me, and these words arc a sufficient 1'('!11t;1t§0u to his

S }?ccusatton against me that although in my heart of hcarts 1 feel for my

Pl‘aCtic’al o].a.ve been ﬁ'ustratcc.l in my endeavour to carry that I‘oclmg into

olitieal 1;'.3 itics. I bave been impressing upon the House that out )“f 400 of our

e PIJS?ners in E'he Province, since September or October of 1942 up till 15th

rcmcmby s 2 On]y 93' remained bchll]EI the prison bars and out of- these 95, if I
er aright, during the last fortnight I have released 3 morc.

it ahf/‘fl‘-rAR-UN KUMAR CHANDA: May Iinterrupt for a minute, Sir? Is it
acss S}r_, that most of the people who have been released and interned have had
glig?t hum1hatmg conditions imposed upon them ? In my _o;!inif'n, Sir, the
erence between such release and imprisonment is the difference between
Tweedledum and Tweedledee.

__The Hon’ble Maulavi - Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The
difference  between remaining in prison and remaining in one’s own home is
the same as the difference between sun light and darkness. Tt might be a difference
between Tweedledum and Tweedledee according to my hon. Iriend, the Deputy
!..f:a:d.cr of the Congress Party, but if there has been any restriction imposed on certain
mdw:dqals it is because of their past activities. Sir, if' it was my intention to kecep my
hon. Friends behind the prison bars, I would have been  the last person to release such
able advocates like our hon. Friends, the Leader of the Opposition and the Deputy
Leader. The fact that I have not only released them but I have also in one cas¢
removed all restrictions about his movement—the fact that I have allowed them to come
td the Assembly—show that also in action, I am at one with my feelings. If I had not

been able to release the rest- 92, it is because of very valid grounds. 1 .am
perfectly sure my hon. Friend who gave ussuch an interesting lecture regarding his
I have

Party being anti-Fascist and anti-Fifth Columnist will surely support me in what
done. He as well as other Members of this House know full well ¢hat in this part of
the country, namely, Assam, which is an operational zone in the global war, we have
some people, followers of what is popularly known as Forward Block—a Party which
owes allegiance to Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose, who is alleged to be on the side and
at present with the Japanese. If my hon. Friend, Mr. Chanda, is true to his
words that he is anti-Fascist to the core he cannot but support the Government
if the Government keep behind prison bars those who are still following Subhas Chandra
Bose.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: But it must be proved, Sir. They should
be put upon their trial before a court of justice and the charges investigated.

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Then,”

Sir, we have got a number of sahoteurs who have . wrecked trains, causcd untold
sufferings to many and gave many an early departure to the next world z}nd many gf
them have been convicted after proper trial. I do not think my hon. Friend who 18
steeped in the creed of non-violence will support the relecase of these people. If he
with me in those two points, he will find that very few of the real Congress

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir

agrees > in
workers are behind jail at the present moment.
.1 am at one withthe hon. Leader of the. European Group when he

hat a new orientation in the ‘Eastern war should be made when the Japanese
invaders have been pushed out mnot only from Assam but from the border of
Assam and that  orc speedy release of political prisoners that has been followed
hitherto should be effected. 1In private talk with the hon. Leader of the Opposition, 1
have already told him that that has been also my policy and that it will be expedited
as early as possible. (Applause and shouts of hear, hear.)
So far as our colleagues of this House arc concerned, T am prepared to see that they
are released as carly as possible but I think the hon. Members will oppose and will not
ress for the_fdease of Mr. Sankar Barua, who has been guilty of offence co nmitted in
connection with the Sarupathar Mail disaster case and who has since been absconding.‘
His case will have to be tried in a court of law. As he has not surrendered up till now,

oo 57 e
he is not 2 political prisoner but is an absconder from justice

says t
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Then, Sir, my hon. Friend Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy has said about my relaxation.
I can say this much, Sir, that if I had not any relaxation I would have long ago been
finished duc to the amount of work which has fallen on me. Occasionally T g0 to race
to have a sun bath and if I had not indulged in this sort of relaxation, T would not have
been able to continue to be the Leader of the House.

I find, Sir, that my hon. Friend, the Deputy Leader of the Congress Party has been
very unkind to me in one respect that he thinks I am a service monger.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : No, Sir, I did not say sa. I cannot be so
unfair, Sir. I have been misunderstood.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Any way, Sir, he
thinks that the power of a Prime Minister is alluring to me and even though I was
frustrated in many of my attempts by the higher authoritics, I did not resign.  Times
without number I told him and to the House that I never want to occupy this position.
When the late Sir Michael Keane wrote me a letter-—which T still possess—that I
should come to Assam and form the Ministry in 1937, 1 point blank refused saying that
I had not sullicient time to plav on the wicket of the politics of Assam. It will also be
a news to many ol the hon. Members in this House that I was a colleague of our hon.
Deputy Leader’s late lamented father in the old Legislative Council of Assam for a
number of years. I had no suflicient time to play on the wicket of the Assam politics
but when my [riend- —our ev-Advocate Genceral, Rai Bahadur P. C. Dutt—wrote to me
-—and that letter, dated 7th March 1937, is still with me-—urging that it will be a stand-
ing blot on Assam if I would not come to form a Ministry and Assamgoes without a
Ministry. He further stated that he tried his level best to form the Ministry under the
new Constitution, but failed  He did not want that our place in the self-governing
Provinces of India be jeopardised if I do not come and help in  the formation of the
Ministry. This he wrote while he was holding at that time an exalted position of an
Executive Councillor under the Government of Assam. 1f my hon. Friends want to
sce the letter he wrote to me I can show it now. [t is such a request that brought
me to Assam and I helped in the formation of (he Ministry in 1037. A year after the
formation of the Ministry when 1 resigned, immediately I went back to my profession in
Calcutta. Any way 1 am not going to dilate upon that at present. But it was the
sense of duty to the Province that brought me  here Dby the majority parties’ request to
be the Prime Minister. Therefore 1 leave it to my hon. Friends to judge whether I was
brought here by lure of power or by the sense of duty to the Province and the country
as a whole.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Sir, I do not like to press my Motion to the
vote of the House. I beg leave of the House to withdray it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. Meniber leave of the House to
withdraw his Motion ? . -

(After a pause).

The Motion stands withdrawn with the legve of the House.

Any other Motion to be moved _?

Srijut MAHADEV_SARMA :  Sir, T beg to move that the
under Grant No. 30, Major hcad“—57-—-MiSCEUaneous, Minor head—E.—Petty
Establishments (total), at page 145 of the Budgot, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the
e ont of the wlholc grant of Rs. 30.,98,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 100. g K

(My object is to ventilate the grievance of poorer class travellers and Passengers for
want of serais and waiting accommodations in railway stations.)

— - L o S B e
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provision of Rs. 33,351
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qt=tes, aiw “Serai” aicam, 7fE fra a7 S
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afqta 512 (s 93w (zbws AifFaca Aty a1 Az Al F7A1 oz Taced v T O
crdYa FATAFAT 4T St57 7797 A (oIAlFa aEEA 14 afaqra aq fra @i @RS
o TR W s T zEre atfFre 7197 A srzd e Afazeia casty |

(Srijut Mahadev Sarma, M.L.A , spoke in Assamese in favour of his Cut Motion
and narrated the ‘pitiable condition of the third class railway passengcrs. He urged
Government to arrange with the Railway authorities for the provision of waiting rooms
or ‘serais’ in the railway stations for passcngers who are required to wait for unusually
long hours for want of accommodation in the trains.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

«That the provision of Rs. 33,351 under Grant No. 30, Major head—57.—
Miscellaneous, Minor head —E.—Petty Establishments (total), at page 145 of the
Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 30,908,900 do
stand reduced by Rs. 100.”

Any other Motion to be moved ?

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the provision of Rs. 3,58,984
ander Grant No. 30, Major head—57.—Miscellaneous, Minor head—K —Miscella-
neous and unforeseen charges, Sub-head—K .—1—Expenditure  connected with the
control and distribution of cloth and yarn, at age 149 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs. 100, z.¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 30,98,900 do stand reduced by
Rs. 100.

By this Motion my intention is to criticise Government -control, procurement and
distribution policy regarding cloth and yarn. We have now been asked to maintain
a full scale staff at Bombay under the control and guidance of the Deputy Provincial
Textile Commissioner. Only the other day, we were asked to sanction about Rs.11,000
for maintaining_his office and staff. The reason for the presence of the Deputy
Provincial Textile Commissioner at Bombay was explained by the Government that
the Assam appointed dealers of cloth and yarn had no direct dealings with the Bombay
mills or their quota holders and he was to be there to facilitate procurement of
cloth and yarn and to help for speedy transport of the same to Assam. But in fact
what do we sce ?  From the bulletin of the Publicity Department of the 17th February,
1945, we come (o understand that the November quota of cloth and yurpd was
purchased in November, 1944 and I have some letters in my possession which say
that even August and September quotas were not available in Assam even by the end
of January, 1945. It will be interesting to read out a few lines from the letter dated
the 28th January, 1945 from the Manager of Messrs ,Hashem Kasim Dada of Gauhati
which he wrote in reply to an enquiry by the Chairman of the Barpeta Cloth and Yarn
Dealers’ Co-operative

z 1 Ticera =Eia o1 AT
gt @bz (Zre (4T @E9

Stores Limited. In that reply he wrote that the September quota
had not yet arrived in full. In another letter dated the 29th January, 1945, from Messrs.
Gewlal Haribux of Gauhati, who are also the appointed wholesalers, to the Secretary to
the Barpeta Cloth and Yarn Dealers’ Co-operative Stores Limited, it was written that
the 50 bales of cloth quota tor Barpeta earmarked for September, 1944, have not yet
arrived there. So we fail to understand how the Deputy Provincial Textile Commissioner
at Bombay 18 facilitating or in any way regulating the transport of cloth and yarn in
time. If the Augu&t and September quotas are not available in Assam by the end of
Januarys 1945, the Iovernber_quota which is said to have been procured in November
at Bombay, cannot, . ilm afraid, be made available by the end of February, 1945 even.
We have bee‘ildpmnilsbe that though in the past owing to some irregularities the cloth
nd yarn cou d'ftll"xo i e made available in time in Assam, both for non-procurement
and transport difficulties, these would now be available timely from the current month
But from Whi_it we have seen in the past it is clear that things will remain as scarce 1;
before and W111' not be available as promised unless some pr t and ial .
ken in the meantime. T a i it g
are ta Moot andl ditzib m constrained to say that no regularisation 1 the matter
of procure istribution has yet been affected and there are still defects

somewhere.



1945.] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 653

As regards procurement, Sir, certain dealers who have been appointed as procurers
of cloth and yarn for Assam, have completely failed to procure the allotted quotas and
in time. From the bulletin ol February 17th, 1945, we find that Messrs. Assam
Provincial Co-operative  Textile Society, Limited, procured for November, 1944
quota, 2,600, bales and Messrs. Hashem Kasim Dada procured only 481 bales leaving
a deficit of about 400 bales for the same period.  We have no information vet what

the third firm of the appointed agents did for the period. Is it that it failed to procure
anything for the month ?

We have been informed that the monthly

bales including Standard cloth and deducting the Standard cloth quota, other fine cloth
comes to about 3,400 bales monthly.  If that is so, there has been deficit of some 400
bales for the November, 1011 quota and we are informed that the previous quotas
also could not be precured in time and fell far short of the monthly limits. There was
deficit in every month. In spite of all these facts and in spite of Messrs. Hashem Kasim
Dada failing to procure their quotas du!y_ the quotas allotted to them and to other
appointed agents now have Leen untair. We fail to understand why Messrs. Assam
Provincial Co-operative Textile Soctety, Limited, be given an allotment  of one-third
only of the Provincial requirements  and Messrs. Hashem Kasim Dada be given the
rcﬁmininu‘ two-thirds o' the Assam quota.  Why the facts that Messrs. Hashem Kasim
Dada were able to procure only 481 bales in November and the Assam Provincial
Textile Society, Limited, procured 2,600 bales for the NO\-‘Clllbcr, 1944 quota, werelost
sight of ? Let the Government explain why should the Assam Provincial Co-operative
Textile Society, Limited, have been given one-third and Messrs. Hashem Kasim Dada,
who I understand, are a firm from outside Assam have been given two-thirds of the
Provincial quota, or the people are bound to  consider this allotment for procurement
of cloth as definitely unjust and unfair,

As regards allotment for procurement of yarn also, an outside firm of Messrs.
Lunkaram is reported  to have h(-c‘n_ shu\\'n_ undue favour. This firm is reported to be
allowed to procurc and also to scll in retail up to a limited percentage, whereas the
Assam  Provincial Textiie  Society, Limited,  who procured some 400 to 450 bales
of yarn at a considerable  cost and U‘UUI"](’ .11:'1\’1‘- been ordered to make over the
yarn to the said Messrs, lumk;n'mn. 'I‘i this is the state of things we don’t see any
reason behind the Government action. The Government s certainly unfair if instead
of encouraging the people of the l’mvm(ic they €ncourage outsiders. Of course formerly
the people of the Province were not Sery m,uch' in theﬂ cloth and yarn trade. But
formerly there was also frec rr;ult_'. in the l- rovince.  Every individual was {ree to
compete and free to trade according as he liked and Government had no hand or
control. But as the Government _l}ﬂs now stepped in and taken up control over
procurement and distribution—I fail to see why they should not come forward . to
encourage the people of the lfl'O\-'lllC(‘- as against OUtSId_erS. It is not clear why these
outside firms who were not in any way connected with cloth and yarn trade in the
Province should have been ‘given more facilities, From the Explanations under
Supplementary Grant No. 22 1t 1s seen _tllmt none of t'he appointed Assam dealers had
had practically any business dea lmlg-sj“"t 1 Bombay mills oy their quota holders in Bom-
bay and to obviate these diflicu t'u.s Government ha.d to make their arrangement for
procurement and appoint at'Bomba}- one Deputy Provincial Textile Commissioner to
help our procuring agents in procuring our due share of cloth anq yarn in time by
remaining in constant personal touch with the textile authorities jn Bombay. Messrs.
Hashem Kasim Dada and Lunkm‘a‘l.n appear to be in the same footing with the other
Assam dealers.  Why then they have been given a Iarge share in the quotas and why
Messrs. Lunkaram have also been allowed to sell in retail ? T, '

be \ : et the Government reply.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Cut Motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs. 3,58,984 under
Miscellaneous, Minor head—ﬁK.—.—Miscellancous ot W 0
K.—l—Expenditure connected with the control and distribution of Clgth’and yarn, at
page 149 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, ;. e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 30,98,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.»

quota of Assam cloth is about 4,600

Grant No, 30, Major head—57.—
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. Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I like to add a few
words to what has been said by my hon. Friend Mr. Kameswar Das. It is well known
to every Member of this House that the Province is passing through an acute crisis
in textiles and yarn. The other day, in reply to an Adjournment Motion the'Hon’ble
Premier tried to explain the delay in the despatch of cotton cloths as due to mistakes
about marking the bales of cloth which were in the godown of Messrs. Shaw Wallace
and Company but the fact is that there was the tex-mark. Only there was no mark
about the destination to which these bales were to be despatched. ~ But as the descrip-
tion of these bales were known to Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Company they might have
despatched these bales to different Suhdivisions according to the allotted quotas of
each. There was no reason for them to detain these bales for weeks together. We
are told that they did not engage any staff for the purpose of dealing with
meant for Assam. This firm, Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Company, respons
the delay in transport of these textile bales in Assam, Sir.
Then as regards the appointment of distributors, we have got
If the normal trade channels were utilised for the purpose, that would have been a
different matter. Now we find a tendency on the part of the Government to block the
normal trade channel on the plea of executing the control orders. This is why distribu-
tion of these commodities has been entrusted to three agencies none of whom have to
their credit any experience of the business in textiles and yarns in this Province. Itis
pot iny intention to say anything against the Assam Provincial Textile Co-operative
Society if it be the intention of the Government to promote Co-operative spirit among
the people of the Province. As regards the other two parties— Messrs. Hashem Kasim
Dada have got no business whatsoever in Assam as regards textiles and if our inlorma-
tion is correct, they are black-listed by the Madras Government for mismanagement and
mishandling of_the :cextile business. Any way, whether they are black-listed or not, cer-
tainly this distribution could be entrusted to the Assam Provincial Co-operative Textile
Society and they might allot the subdivisional quotas themselves as in most ol the Sub-
divisions subdivisional co-operative textile societies have been formed. We are led to
believe that thl:S i.s.]ust to patronise one or two firms rather than to do justice to the
.co-operative socleties that these two new firms have been placed in-charge of distribu-
tion of textiles. A§ regards the other firm, the Hon’ble Premier observed the other day
that a very energetic young man of merit eager to do some business approached him
for help. 1 am grateful to the Premier for the consideration shown to this young man.
But with due r_egard, I must say that there was no justification to entrust such a huge
business to 2 noVICe. If he was really an energetic  young man, he might have
been given 2 small quota of business at Sylhet, at the first instance. But he should not
have been given a job beyond his capacity. The result has been as, has heen quoted
from the press communique, that he could not procurc any quota in November, his
urchased by-some one elsc on his behalf. It was tried to be explained by

quota was purt e : ;i i
'ble Prime Minister that the man had to come away on account of the illness of
pbut I am afraid we cannot be satisfied by that explanation because had he
slete closure of his

really 2 Grm in Bombay, his personal absence could not méan comj
pusiness: That shows, this man could not put up any organisation worth the name in
Bombay. For t:ilesc re?:‘mS, I submit that the distributing agency has not been
trustcd to rig PEOP=Le :
e As reg'rl_rds yarn distribution, I am constrained to say something. As you all know
Karimgany 22 the bigge_ﬂ centre for the manufacture of handloom products in the
Province: FTO(II'? arlmégan_] the Gauhati Emporium and all other important
kets of hanGIOtOI?ISP;“OSqu_;s'are used. to be fed. There is a Co-operative Yarn
purchase a'nd O, ale society at Karimganj which the Hon’ble Minister of Co-opera-
] ‘oties was pleased to visit during his | : ; i , B i
tiveSoct e ol disteibutt uring his last tour in Karimganj. That Society has
been plaICC o e ribution of yarns throughout the Subdivision by Govern-
ment- hfs ¥ e etriisted C‘)Mn_l 1the Chairman of that Society which runs thus ¢  ““QOur
society A e NG I 2lt) distribution of yarn for Karimganj. Subdivision, pide
Govcfnment € Jdi. L C- 2/4‘4;/200, dated 27th Jul 1944 Bali B < v e
e ¢ varn for Surma V : v, stop Baliraj ndrajit Teli
jstributor ot ¥ a Valley may kindly be " direct i : -
dlSOta vo our society”. It seems, this Baliraj IY ¢ directed to give Karimganj yarn
qu > aliraj Indrajit has been entrusted with the

textile bales
ible is for

certain objections.
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distribution of the quota of yarn for the Karimganj Subdivision and the entire Surma
Valley. 1 amn told that this firm is a branch of the new firm ol Lunkaram Sohanlal of
Gauhati. How this firm comes into the picture it is difficult o say as this firm had no
yarn business at Karimganj ever in the past.  Even the Textile Commissioner could not
enlighten us on that point. The firm of Lunkaram Sohanlal of Gauhati, distributor
of yarn for the entire Province has been allowed to sell 50 per cent. of the yarn in
retail. y As this firmis of unknown and doubtful credentials, there is no knowin
how will they dispose of this retail quota of yarn. T am further informed that they
have no capital of their own to carry on such a huge business.  They have combined
with another firm in-Calcutta named Puranchand Daga and  have arranged finance
from that firm. While there are numerous firms in  this Province, it is not understood
why their claims have been jettisoned and a new firm should be entrusted with this
work. So it is more or less Governnment's apathetic attitude towards the co-operative
societies and their anxicty to favour some particular firm which is responsible for this
mal-distribution of cloth and yarn throughout the Province, culminating in a cloth and
yarn famine.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: As regards the
Motion moved by Srijut Mahadev Sarma, T am afraid this Motion is not relevant to
the Demand under which it has been moved. Besides, itis a federal subject. How-
ever, I am in sympathy with what has been said by the hon. Member and am fully
alive to the inconveniences and difliculties of the railway travellers now-a-davs. If he
mentions certain specific instances 1 would be glad to bring that to the notice of the
Railway authorities.  But he has spoken generally about the necessity of waiting rooms
at different railway stations I do not know whether he has in mind anything more
than the waiting accommodation at Rangapara Station. As regards that, I had received
a complaint from some Members of the European Group and 1 have already taken
action and am glad to say that the Railway authorities have agreed to constructa
suitable waiting room next year. If the hon. Member gives me any other specific
instance, I shall be very glad to bring that to the noticg of the Railway authorities.

S

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, much of the criticisms levelled by my hon. Friends Srijuts Kameswar Das and
Rabindra Nath Aditya about our procurement and distribution policy of mill-made
cloth and yarn are misinformed. 1 will be very briel as we have not much time and
I will place certain figures before them.

As I have mentioned already, originally the Government of India tagged Assam’s
quota with Bengal and in spite of our repeated attempts, we did not get anything
from them. In those days we were compelled to procure direct from Bombay by sending
our Deputy Director ol Cloth the following quantities :—We got in June 621 and in July
607 bales of cloth and informed the Gozernment of India that we had not received
any quota from Bengal, and thercfore we should be  given an emergency distribution
quota. They were pleased to give us one lh_ouszmd bales. In August we got 684
bales and in September 693 bales. 1_113“ during October they were pleased to give us
a separate quota of 4,600 bales including Standard cloth. In November we got 3,081
bales of cloth and 200 bales of yarn, December—3 183 bales of cloth and 148 bales of
yarn, January 1945—3,367 bales of cloth and 11 bales of yarn, February—3,764 bales
of cloth and 400 bales of yarn. All told, we have received 17,000 bales of cloth and 759
bales of yarn.

The emergency quota of 1,000 bales of mill-made cloth was procured by 9
authorised dealers of Assam  The June, July, August and September quotas
were procured by three representative dealers from the frozen stocks of controlled
mills from Bombay, but the Nm_rember, December and January quotas were
secured by Messrs  Hashem Kasim Dada and the Assam  Provincial Co-opera-
tive Textile Society, and a sn_lall amount'hyj A. Latif R Ahmed. Just now I
have received a telecram  from _Rao Sahib Sundram, who is stationed at
Bombay, that about 14,000 bales of cloth have left Bombay and Ahmedabad for
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the last four months, vz , November, Decem-

Assam ; this ‘had been procured in
quota of 3,400 bales of

ber, January and February, thus giving us our average
mill-made cloth per month.

Sir, I have explained the other day the delay in booking stocks by Messrs.
Shaw Wallace and Company. It was stated in the last meceting of the Econo-
mic Advisory Board by the representative of Messrs.  Shaw Wallace and Company
that the difficulty of no destination being marked on the bales had been cured, and
the bales were being issued daily at the rate of 200 bales. As these are
coming by steamer it will take at least a fortnight for them to arrive, but I
hope, Sir, -that within one month the shortage of mill-made cloth in the
Province will disappear.

My Friend also asked - why arrangement with three different parties  was
made.  Sir, Messrs. Hashem Kasim Dada is a very big firm, well-known through-
out India and the East; they have got their branches not only throughout
India, but also they }_1ad their branches in Malaya, Singapore and Burma ;
they have also established themselves as traders in Assam for the last 15 years,
if not more, and they have branches at Gauhati, Dhubri ani Sylhet. I person-
ally know they were big _ii'nportcrs of cloth at Gauhati ; as a matter of fact
even many local Marwari traders used to get their supplics from them.  When
there was a cloth famine  in  Shillong, the Muslim community wanted some
cloth for wuse as coffins for their dead bodies, I could get two thans
from these people—and from nowhercelse—even in the difficult days of 1942-43.
So, Sir, it i> not correct to say that these people are unknown to Assam, or
that they were unknown to the textile trade. If we call this firm as a firm
of outsiders, I can very well say that the Assam Provincial Co-operative Tex-
tile Society, most of whose members are Marwaries doing Dusiness here-—is also
a firm of outsiders. Any way, Sir, the present distribution is that 40 per cent. of
rocurement is incharge of the Assam Provincial Co operative Textile Society and 60
per cent. incharge of ‘Mcssrs. Hashem Kasim Dada. Originally it was 60 per cent. for
Messrs. Hashem Kasim I)ada/2_0 per cent. for the Textile Socicty and 20 per cent.
for the Sylhet merchant, A. Latil R, Ahmed. My Fru.:nd is not correct 1n  saying
that I had shown favour to the wrong person. Sir, this young man  esta-
blished himself 1n Bo'mba.y car!y.m 1914 and we came 1o learn of him in June
1944 when our Textile Gommissioner, Mr. 'Had.l Hussaln, went to Bombay. He
saw this youngman, and_ was so impressed with his earnestness for work and business
’ en that he gave him contract t, supply Assam with some thousand bales
aoes He was given 20 per cent. of the procurement of cloth for the Surma Valley,
procurcd about 400 bales in November a.nd sent them to Sylhet.

ember, he had to come to his nativ: place leaving his work

ddle of De¢ : 1 ;

£ Messrs. Hashem Kasim Dada. Messrs. Hashem Kasim Dada did the work
3 they bought certain bales in the name of A. Latif R. Ahmed in

that business and Rao .

of yarn.
and he
In the mi

incharge © 2,
5 . me €., h.
in his nates from January they refused to carry on

“but
Dcc?mbsﬂédl;am ,ave that "20 percent. to the Provincial Co-operative Textile
Sahib ithout reference to the Assam Government. Now, all the parties are doing
SOc‘mtlyt.rcl Hest to procurc as much as possible. In the first instance Messrs. Hashem
their /€ ada refused to WOI_‘k, fO}“ our Textile Commissioner, when he passed the
Kasim iy Bombay some time in November or early December, made it plain to
Ofderﬁrm that his order was for a period of 15 days only. They refused to invest
that for such a short period. Their principal representative saw me in

2 on¢ ; 7
thc‘;ar;na Delhi and said that they refused to work on that condition. 1
Ja{é him that thu:f ITgxtllf.: Commussioner had to take the approval of the
ﬁinistcr—iﬂ‘charge (;nage uﬁ?;ms Eclls well as mine before he could give final orders,

d- erefore he e g ?]r ers tentative. 1 told them to go and work, and since
and oy are procuring their share of the quota.
then Berx 1 Comt?netoshg?tm. rI have alr_eady mentioned that we gotin all 759
bales of_yal‘f‘k]hi]e I was alt) ?;;rlfimf}“t. is due to various reasons which I need
not detail: 7 - Tin the Brovines. uring ;]anuary, on account of the extreme
shortagt ot Yﬂd an order granting Eh y Hon ble Colleague, the Minister-in-charge of
Industfics Passe ¢ right of importing yarn to a Gauhati firm,

[

e
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lunkaram Sohanlal. T never heard of this firm before.  When 1 was told by different
parties of the firm not being a genuine one T enquired about this firm, and my Hon’ble
Colleague told that this firm had been doing business at  Gaubhati, Fenchuganj,
Karimganj, Tezpur and other places in Assam for the last two years ; they had
also branches at Bombayv, Cawnpore and Ahmedabad and other places. Thinking
that they would be able toimport yarn quickly, he gave the monopoly right
to them. I was not here ; my Hon'ble Colleague probably consulted the Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge of Education My hon. Friend Mr. Aditya complained that
although Government proposed to support the co-operative societies, yet so far as
Karimganj is concerned, they have given the distributing agency  to Baliraj Indrajit.
Now, this firm is alleged to be a branch of Messrs. Lunkaram Sohanlal, and thervefore
they were ordered to supply all the requircments of the Society at wholesale
rates, and the Socicty would not suffer in any way. They might get thzir total
requirement from the distributing agents. .

Then again, Sir, Tdo not know \\'hc‘thur _thcy have got l_]u-n' finances from
Hashem Kasim Dada. T have never enquired into the pevious history of the people.
Therefore, I am not in a position to kuow. o

Onec word more, Sir, and T will finish. My Friend @ssc;‘lcd that Government is
showing favour to onc party or another and that the favour has not been shown
to the right people. Sofar as yarn s c.n}\‘c(-rm'd, if on review the party is not
found to be proper, we will change thvm.' ‘l|1wn agam, l_'l_u: firm of Hashem Kasim
Dada has been black-listed in Madras. I'his Organisation has branches all over
India. It is correct that the liccn(lfc ilor dealing in yarn to a branch of this firm
dealing at Tuticorin has been cancelied. i
i 'Fl%ni)il RABINDRA N.lf\'l‘l-]] .-’\D]I'I‘Yl.;\: _U f)m(‘. firm is black-listed in one

‘e e it not black-listed in the other 'rovinces:
va!?lﬁz Ilfi(I):'t’l.)]c Maulavi  Saiyid Sir L\'IUHA“*\_[*\{AD SAADULLA : No. The
‘Government of India have directed that I.lltf ]3I'L)\-‘l[1(l(:3 arc to use their own discretion.

As I said some days ago that Rao Sahib Sundram who was sent to Bombay in
June when our cuota Was l:l}_{‘g(;(l with Bengal l'(‘l‘(lmmcndt:d the firm of Hashem
Kasim Dada and one Marwari gentleman who was the  Secretary, Upper Assam
Chamber of Commerce was selected for Assam Valley for procurement of cloth.
We thought the firms —werce _smluhflc fmd ic!mble it Ay Hashem Kasim Dada
have got branches all over India. We gave g‘“,”“ 60 per cent. of the total quota
at the time. We did not know th:}t i!.11(;(1%90_1( t)_/ ‘h.;}d no capital of their own,
but.they managed to raise the nec ssary funds for procuring the quota of cloth that
was g{\;ﬁ_nl-t]?)r:};;? the SPEAKER : D.ncs _:'FputIl\f{alm{l(.:v Sarma press his Motion ?

TSrijut MAHADEV SARMA: No Sir. beg leave of the House to withdraw
) l}gﬁél(ﬁf‘)n‘ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member has got leave of the
House to withdraw his Motion. (After u pouse)

The Morion stands withdrawi with ﬂ]:; leave qu!‘ the House.

Does Srijut Kameswar DaS‘PmslfI hm%‘ : oiu?r} '.1 )

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: No, oir. beg leave of the House to withdraw the
Mou%lll'e Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 hope the hon. Member has got leave of the

. . the Motion.
House to withdraw th (After a pause)

The Motion stands withdqu with the leave of the House,

No other Cut Motion is going to be takenup. So 1 am T e
uestion. ] )

¥ stion 18 :

'}"l]}(;la?u:sst;um not exceeding Rs. 30,98,900 be granted to defra
will come in the course of payment during the year
1046 for the administration of the head * 57.—Mi

The question was adopted.

y the charges which

ending on the 31st March,
scellaneous.”

tSpeech not corrected.
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GRANT No.13.
(29-—PoLICE.) A

o The Hgn’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILLA: On the
€commendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a
Sum not exceeding Rs.38,53,900 be granted to defray the charges which will come
e th.e,COUI‘Sc of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1946, for the
administration of the head ¢ 29.—Police.”

"The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved : :

.. “ That a sum not excceding Rs.38,53,900 be granted to defray the charges which
Will come in the course of payment during the year ending the 3lst March, 1946,
for the administration of the head ¢ 29.—Police *.” y

There arc as many as 17 Cut Motions of which 7 are from the Ministerialist party.

hich of the Motions do they likely to move ?

+Maulavi NAZIRUDDIN AHMED : Sir, I beg to move that the provision of
.1{5'52,382 under Grant No.13, Major head—29.—-Police, Minor head-—A.—Super-
intendence, Sub-head—2. -Pay of Establisbment (total), at page 72 of the Budget, be
reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.38,53,900 do stand reduced
by Rs.100.

My sole intention in moving this Cut Motion is to impress upon
the necessity of not allowing any extension of service to the servants of

epartment or re-appointing them after retire © ent.

Sir, a few years ago Government adopted the policy that no Government servants
shall be granted any extension afier he obtains the age of retirement. At present very
often we find that Governmenc are not following this policy. I realise that there is a
dearth of officers in the various departments of Government but at the same time there
is no dearth of suitable candidates. Why they should not be appointed to the rt;sultant
vacancies ? I have étrbng objections to the Police officers b(:ing: grau_tcd extensions or
to re-appoint these officers. These officers sci_dom discharge their duties properly. They
do not belong to the permanent cadre and without any more prospect u_ndc.r Govcrn-
ment they utilise their services to their personal interests. Then agam 1t 18 very
difficult to control their activities on the part of the Police Superintendents.

With these few words, I beg to commend my Motion to the acceptance of the

House,

the Government
the Police

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then Motion No.3. : g,

tBabu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Sir,Ibeg to move that the provision of
Rs.52,382 under Grant No.13, Major head—29 ..—Police, slinor hecad—A .—Superinten-
dence, Sub-head—2—Pay of Establishment (total), at page 72 of the Budget, be
reduced by Rs.82, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.38,53,900 do stand reduced -+

by R=.82.

Sir fourteen persons of Shillong have been appointed special constables by the

Superintendent of Police, Shillong. Almost all of them are respectable business men of
Police Bazar. The duty allotted to them is to see that people do not pass stools and
urine in the A. R. P. Shelter. They are to be on duty for 7 hours a day. Respectable
business men as thev are, they have got various duties to perform during the whole day.
So they have nho sufficient time at their disposal to keep watch on A. R. P. Shelters.
It is simply ridiculous that shopkeepcrs and their employees should” be appointed to
such work of public nuisance. The Superintendent of Police might appoint beat con-
stables of his own Department to do this urgent job. A. K. P. Department might have
appointed chowkidars to arrest persons who commit nuisance in these shelters.
One thing is certain that these shelters will never be used for the purpose for which
hey are constructed.

TSpeech not corrected.
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Unused places of seclusion, where people of  various nationality and occupation ,
stroll up to late at night, where people are seen waiting for passing  their stool, must |
have the chance of being spoilt by stool and urine. They may be demolished now.
In that case none are required to be harassed.  Md. Jalal of Abdul Gofur Pharmacy,
Photographer Ghosal, Manager, Alpha  Watch Company, Managing Proprietor of
Narsing Das and Company, are mea who have been appointed to watch these shelters
which have naturally been turned into privies and urinals.  Ave they the persons  of
such a status which entitles them to do this nasty job ? I urge upon Government to
withdraw the order from them.

W th these few words, T commend mv Motion to the acceptance of the House.
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.ar.
After lunch
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, I beg to move that the total provision
3 of Rs.38,53,900 under Grant No.13 Major h(‘.ncl—a-ﬂ().w-l)()licc, at page 71 of the Budget,
be reduced by Rs. 100, 7.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.38,53,900 do stand
reduced by Rs. 100,

Sir, I have tabled this Cut Motion to criticise the general policy of the Govern-
ment so far as the Police Department is concerned. Sir, itis useless on my part to
explain the reason for wllicl{ this dcparlm_mt is being maintained. But what do we find
in the practical field ? So far as corruption and bribery are concerned the Police - De-
partment have failed to do their part. !3|:1ck marketing and hoarding are going on.
Every year we find that the Budget is being increased by leaps and bounds ; it will be
found that under the 2 heads “‘Dearness allowance * and ¢ War allowance™ a sum of
Rs 8 lakhs more have been provided than in the last vear,

There i1s another 1item to the extent of Rs.25,000 as du
special provision for special pay for about Rs.1,10,000.
increased amount that has been provided in the Budget. 1
the district execuiive force is concerned there is an iy
the Criminal Investigation Department is concerned in the temporary establishment,
it will be found that under the revised estimates in the current year a sum of Rs.70,000
has been shown, whereas for the next year the Budget is for Rs.1,85,500 and against
the head ‘dearness allowance’ it will be found that in (he current ‘y'ezir it was Rs.5,000
and for the next ycar Rs.58 928 and over and above this ‘war allowance’ to the extent
of Rs.6,042 has been provided. Now, Sir, my point is this that the amount under this
head is being increased every year, whm:('as we are not receiving the desired results. |
More strict supervision is neces:ary. I think, we are lacking in this matter. So far |
as the Railway Police is concerned it is well-known to one and all, how the system |
is going on and I think, Sir, there is no such fortunate person  who will be able
to say that he got his invoice intact. Bags are emptied,. Tins containing liquid
substance are found. in most cases, more than 50 per cept. emptied, in small invoices.
Now, Sir, you will find that an nmr.cas:\:d amount has bheey provided under this head
but we do not find the nccessity ol increasing the amount unless we are getting  some-
thing in return. ) ) ) : .

Sir, another item., You will lu_ld undm.- Dﬁ\”illagc Police—Cloverfiment has
provided Rs.3,50,000, whereas only 1,50,000 wil] }ye recovered from the Bengal and
Assam Railway and we shall have to pay 2 lakhs of rupees from  our Exchc?}uel‘- 1
think, Si!’, SO f‘?r asft.his 1tCI‘1’1 1s concerned, GO_vernmenrt should sece that the whole
amount is reallscdl_:‘()m Be{.ga] anlcl As‘san} Raxl\-v.ay. I_'hcra is a general dissatisfac-
tion among the police that in the lower grade thejr Pay is very small. They are prac-
tically 24 hours on duty and they are not allowed now to resign ' their service and g0
for other lucml‘i\-g work but I find that sufficient provision hag been mb,lec;:.k for these |

-people and T think there cannot be any ¢ |

Y INore complaing in this mater and now it is
upto Government to see that when they are giving them g possible assistance they
{ : se for which they are maintaine ’ 2 e St i
fulfil the purposc ey are maintained, another point which is {j

troubling some particuiar class of officers in that Government is granting extension o

ty allowance and there is a
I am only mentioning  the
‘or temporary forces so far as
crease of Rs.11,42,000.  So far as

Thcre 18
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erved their terms ands who have retired.  So far as the

e are concerned it will be found that there was an

re-employing officers who have s
Superintentents of Police.

Deputy Superintendents of Polic
increase only last year by 6. Formerly there were 9 Deputy
Last year provision was made for 15 and some of them retired and they were res
employed. So the Inspectors who are at the top, are rather disappointed and I
think this disappointment is also to some extent responsible for slackness in supervision.
Unless people get proper justice from- Government and if on some  pretext or other
retired persons are favoured, in that case, naturally there will be some heart burning and
there will be slackness in supervision. I hope Government will look into this matter
as a-whole. Lastly, Sir, I shall touch the item about the training of our officers in the
Province. I think, it is high time that Government should have their own training
school in the Province and this will surely serve the Province better. At the same time
it will avoid some anomaly that has already been created.

Sir, last year some Sub-Inspectors of Police were recruited and somec of them
were sent to Sarda for training whereas a few were not sent up there but werc given
training here. About 10 or 11 months after, these pcople were asked to go to Sarda
again and naturally they were disappointed becausc though they werc recruited along
with the other batch who got their training at the very beginning they were not allow-
ed the opportunity to complete their training at the same time; their services will not be
counted from the year in which they were recruited. I hope, Sir, this sort of anomaly
should be avoided and that Government should give full facilities_to all the recruits so
that there might not be any causc for grumbling on the ground of injustice.

With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the House.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that
the provision of Rs. 28,52,749 urder Grant No.l3, Major head—29.—Police, Minor
head—B.—District Executive Force (total), at page 70 of the Budget, be reduced
by Rs.100, i.c., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 38,53,900 do stand reduced
by Rs.100.

My object in moving this Cut Montion is to criticise the Gov
to provide Police protection to lessees of fisheries and graziers
looters and immigrant encroachers on grazing reserves.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, professional grazing reserves arc a great boo
For it is the professional graziers who are not only

ernment for their {ailure
against immigrant fish-

n to the people of

this Province. _ -
tributing to our ublic  Exchequer but are su pplying our cultivators
the plough —and the carts.

with draught animals for
o are supplying our people with milk and various milk-pro-
zing reserves and graziers ? There
hts from the immigrants. The

and  traders
It is also they wh
ducts. But, Sir, what are happening to these gra
are very few grazing reserves that have escaped onslaug
condition . of those = reserves which were in the immediate neighourhood of the
immigrants has become simply unbearable. Several hon. Members of this House have
brought to our notice how grazing reserves are being freely encroached upon and how
eace-loving graziers arc being mercilessly ousted by the immigrants. Sir, except in
a few cases the poor graziers have not received any police protection. Even the local
revenue officers ar¢ generally helpless in this matter. For, very frequently their eviction
proceedings are interfered and frustrated by the authoritics at Shillong. -

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: This is not the fact, Sir.

Srijut 'GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, only to-day we have heard on the
floor of this House from one of our hon. Members that the Subdivisional Officer,
Barpeta, PaCk":d by the authorities at Shillong instead of giving police protection
to the Xaimarl _graziers and instead of ousting the immigrant encroachers has
ordered the graziers to _Shlft elsewhere to avoid clash with the immigrants—a; if to

om for th= immigrants on th= raised plinths of the graziers’ hous=.

make 1o
gir, the fate of the lessees of fisheries is in no way better if not worse. We have got
reports qf frequent looting by immigrants of fisheries in the Brahmaputra river within
Tulsib?xrllPO]lCC Station in Barpeta Subdivision and between Chandordinga and Tulsi-
bari within L}alkhl]];;lrland. Bilasipara Thanas. Sir, organised and frec looting of fish is
oing on 10 the Bhelengi, Bengnapara, Dhomdhorha and other fisheries of Barpeta
Subdivision and Baghmara and other fisheries within Boko Thana, . e

handsomely con--
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Sir.  even the hshery held by one of our hon. Members has  been looted by the
immigrants for the fourth time, once 1n January, twice in February and once in
March of this vear.  The Superintendent of Police and the  Subdivisional Officer were

approached but I am told, no police protection was vouchsated. ‘Ihere is a large
number of petitions from lessecs of fisheries lying with the authovities in Kamrup district
praving for police protection but except in one or two cases no Police help was
extended.

Sir, the immigrants frequently come in laree numbers and carrv away the fish
caught by the fisherman by force.  They keep watch over the fishermen day and night .
so that the fishermen may not go out with fish.  Several places, fit for very good fishing
in the Kamrup District therefore remain unfished for fear of these immigrants.  Sir,
most of the fisheries are sitnated in the immediate neighbourhood of the imimigrants.
And the fate o mo. of the lessees can theretore be  better imagined than described.
The poor fishermen arve the worst sufferers in this matter.

Sir, the graziers and the lessees of fisheries are justly entitled to all possible help
and protection from the Police. But they are not getlinig it to the extent to which
they are entitled.  Will Government give up their present policy of apathy and com-
placence and firmly establish respeet tor law and order amongst all sections of people
of the countrv ?

Sir, in this connection, T would muake a suggestion to the Government that il
peace and order are at all to be preserved in the fi-heries and if the fishermen are to be
allowed to fish peacefully then, T think, there should be introduced asystem of river
Police like those in other provinees,  Our Government are getting o \-'cr\'-hugc amount
of money {rom these fisheries.  And Sir, is it not their duty to sece that the fisheries
are protected from the onslaughts of the immigrants who live quite close by the
fisheries ?

With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion te the acceptance of the
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ Cut Motions moved :

L. *“T'hat the provision of Rs.52,382 under Grant No.13, Major head—29.—Police,
Minor head-—A.— Superintendence, Sub-head—2,—Pay of Establish ment (total), at
page 72 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, ie., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs. 38,53,900 do stand reduced by Ks. 100

*2 “That the provision of Rs. 52,382 under Grant No.13, Major head—29.—Police,
Minor head—A.—Superintendance, bul)—hcad_‘ 2.—Pay of Establishment (total), at
page 72 of the Budget, be reduced by I§S;~ 82, 7 e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 38,53,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 8.,(. :

3. “That the total provision of Rs. 38,53,900 under Grant No 13, Major head—
29.—Police, at page 71 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of
the whole grant of Rs. 3&1,53,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.”

4. “That the provision of Rs. 23,52,7-19.Llndcr Grant No., 13, Major head—29.—
Police, Minor head—B.—District Executive Force (total), at page 70 of the
Budget, be rcduced by Rs. 100, z.e., the amount of the whele grant of Rs. 38,53,900
do stand reduced by Rs. 100.” &

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: My Speaker, Sir, I
support the Motion of my hon. Friend Mr. Mookerjee. ' ’ :

Sir, we find that while the money is not available for nation-building departments
and no productive work can be undertaken for want of funds, = the Police Budget is
increasing from year to year. 1f we lock to the Budget figures and the Budze: i
for the year 1944-45, as also to the actuals for the year 1943-44, we find that in this year
the estimate is much more than in the previous year, So, Sir
Police Budget is daily increasing unnecessarily. .

The ﬁ;:st point that allec ts vitally the wl_lolc of the Province to-day is the question
of profiteering, black-markf%tmg and ho.ard_mg. As to this, we find that black-market-
ing, hoarding and profiteering are conunwing openly and the police are unable or un-
willing to check these things. .I remember of a particular case 6{ a widow being
hauled up in the court for selling one  powa of salt for five pice. Black-marketing Is
going widely but only those who are helpless and poor are brought betore the court.

I maintain that the

%
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Whenever any report is made to the Police they come and make enquiries and alter I
some whispering with the persons concerned they give final report. So, Sir, we
maintain that Police has failed and hopelessly failed to prevent profitcering and black- .
marketing, elc. ‘

Now, Sir, coming to the Railway Police the less is said about this the better for
everybody concerned. It is often found by anybody travelling in railway or bringing
any goods by railway that goods are missing and the packages arc full of dust and other
things. I remember of a particular case, Sir, where about 50 bags of sugar werc
_sent to a particular station and when the bags arrived its destination it was found after
opening that the hags were full of dust and other things. This gocs to show, Sir, that
our policc forces are not doing any service o the country rather they, taking advantage
of darkness in the railway compartments, join with the pick-pocketers and thicves.

Then again, Sir, we find that expenditure under the Criminal Investigation v
Department has also increased. If crimes go on undetected, if crimes become the
order of the dav, we do not understand what :s the necessity of this Department. |
This Department is necessary for investigation of crimes and bringing the oflenders to '

the court of law but if we find that crimes have become rampant and they are not
referred to my by hon. ‘Friend

brought before the court of justice—as has been

Mr. Mookerjee—we do not find any utility for maintaining the establishment of village
Police for guarding the railway lines. 1 think, Sir, the time has comc when we
should do away with any such kind of expenditure. If, however, any amount is to be
spent on that account it should not in any way be borne by the Province. There is
ahsolutely no such danger at present to the railway lines to justify such an cstablish-
ment. With these words, Sir, I beg to support the Motion moved by Mr.

Mookerjee. :
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Sir, in giving my supp

have been moved, Ilike to make a few observations with regard

Motion moved by Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed, about the advisa
artment or re appointing

ort to the Motions that
to Motion No.l.
bility of granting
them alter the

1.6., : { _
extension of service to officers of the Police Dep

If I remember aright, it was in November 1942 Session, just

declared in the

time of their retirement.
after this Ministry came 1nto office, that the Hon’ble Prime Minister

floor of this House in reply to a question, that some extension had been granted by the
03 Administration but that this Government was against that policy- Lven the other
day, Sir, I was told by the Hon’ble Education Minister that the Government was s.till
sticking to its old policy of not granting extension (o the officers who were duc to retire.
But I was surprised to hear from a reliable source that some of the officers ot the Police
Department had been granted extension and cases of some wcre still under considera-
tion. I also hear that similar extension is being granted in other pcpax-tmcnts_. This
is a question of policy and I lay particular stress on this point. This system of grant-
ing of extension to the retiring officers creates heart-burning amongst the existing in-
cumbents as their promotions are blocked. This also shuts up the chance of the
intending or prospective candidates who would otherwise have come 1n 1I place of ik
those granted extension. So I submit, Sir, that this system is unwise and unfair and
should in no way be en‘?oufaged-' Even in cases wheére due to efficiency of certain
fhicers OF paucity of suitable substitute it is found to be essentially necessary to retain
certail particular officers, I think the most that can be done is to retire them first v
and then tO re-employ thel:n for short period. I therefore suggest that Government
shoul¢ n!l(')t a\?faifhd?:ggsg IthhCY “t{hmh they declared on the floor of the House to be
ir pocy o granting extension to retiring officers.
% slf‘bju_t _ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : M. Speaker, Sir, the Hon’ble
prime Minister hasfbeen in charge of Police for about 11 years on the whole, and I
want t0 a.Sk hun 2 cW_q%CStlons to-day. Has the tone of the Police force in this
Proviﬂce_lmprovc{d a bit ?  Has the Police inspired greater confidence in the minds of
the publi¢ pow thl?ri.lt w;:s before ? Has the method of corruption totally ceased to
exist ? s SWEd any great or appreciable merit in catching a real thief
whose name 3”?3 ?Ot i?lenploll?(:d St the ¢jahar or who has not been caught redhanded
and produce ll)e ortfl:] c .lo ice 7 Has this state of things ccased to exist in which the !
t as well as the gui ty are equally trembled before a Daroga or Police constable? ,

innocen

4L
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must be answered in the negative. Sir, I have tried to guess for

-myself the reasons for all that. Itis a great misfortune that one of Hon’ble Prime

Minister’s abilities cc
was in charge. The

ould not bring any improvement to the Department of which he
reason that I find for this state of things is this. From the year

1929 to 1934 the Police was a Reserved Subject and everything connected with the
Police Department was done between the two powerful persons—the Inspector-General
of Police and the Governor—and sandwiched between them the Hon’ble Sir Saadulla
must have found himself entirely helpless in his attempt to make any reform in the
Police Department, the special responsibility of which is still with His Excellency
the Governor. I know of an instance in which the house of a man of responsible
position was searched by Police on a wrong information, and the Hon’ble Premier

though he knew the |

Minister in charge h

acts, could not redress the grievances. So, Sir, unless the
as full power in the matter and unless he desires to bring about -

a real reform of the Police force, nothing can be done.
Then, Sir, I also draw the attention of the House to the helpless condition of the

Ministry in checking

women and children
against those respons
beyond the jurisdicti
nearest hospital they

the number of street accidents which have been taking place from

~day to day. It appears that the Police people are entirely helpless, as though men,

are run over by certain types of vehicles, nothing has been done
ible for the accidents. They are beyond the pale of law and
on of our Police. Instead of picking and taking them to the
simply leave the victims and go away after perpetrating these inhu-

mane acts. I know of an instance, Sir, in which a boy was run over when the driver

of a particular vehicl

e was playing with him while both the boy and the vehicle were

going side by side and ultimately the boy was run over and the vehicle went away
without caring to pick up that boy, Motor accidents are daily reported in the town
of Gauhati and the Government is entirely helpless.  Recently while a Government

servant—a Veterinar

instantaneously and

to the Military Department which has not paid any compensation.

instance in which th
Council was burnt

to his house searching for women inside, they could not find any.

duly lodged before

y Surgeon—was going on his bicycle he was run over and died
when  his widow applied for compensation it was simply referred
I have another
¢ house of a driver of a Member of the Assam Legislative
down by some American soldiers because when they came

Information was

the Police but nothing was done. There are cases of day-

light robberies which have been commit_tcd by persons going about in Military
vehicles. Such robberies have been taking place almost weekly in  places like
Sonapur and in Palasbari town. :

My Hon’ble Friend the Prime Minister must have heard of those incidents. But
the Police has been entirely powerless, for two reasons that they have-no capacity and

then they have no ju

risdiction to apprehend those particular classes of criminals who

are guilty of those acts.

Then, Sir, there arc scenes of immorality in public streets.
evidence everyday in the streets of Shillong and Gauhati apd

These are in
where the respectable

ladies cannot dare walk in the streets for fear of molestation. It is said, Sir, that

the Hyde Park incident scenes are being enacted here, Sir, we ha
about American civilisation. We have heard a good deal about Chri

But what are the pra

Christian Missionaries. It is an irony of i:ate that our boys
those countries to learn and come back with a better j

ve heard a good deal
stian Missionaries.
a4y now without protest from
are to be sent down to
dea of civilisation so that such

ctical scenes which are seen every d

things they may enact in this country. Sir, we had so long very high regard for British

and American civilisation. But what do we see of British and

to-day ?  We canno

soldiers not travelling without a woman, no matter white or blac
these things we.are daily witnessing. But of my Friends her
European Group in this House—not a single Member of
" thought it fit to resent the scenes which are being enacted and
before in this country apd still my Friend, the Hon’ble Educatio
send more and more boys to that country (laughter) so that they
new ideas of civilisation to spread it among us, We have so far

merican civilisation
We are seeing white
kin the evening. All
€—9 Members of the
that Group has ever
which were unknown
n Minister is trying to
may come back with
learnt only how to put

t distinguish an American and a British,
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on nice European coats and how to usc¢ neck-ties and now our boys will comc back and
teach us the remaining things.

Sir, some of my Friends have cr
ment and re-employment of retired Govern
one thing of which I have heard on reliable widows get married
than maidens (laughter) and here this analogy is being followed by the present Govern-
ment and more retired servants are being appointed (laughter(. S0 there is nothing
to quarrel about that. It ig true that as there is some advantage in marrying widows
because they know the art of house keeping better than maidens Similarly. there is
some use in rea-ppointing and re-employing retired scrvants because they already
know how to start work at once. But, Sir, this should not be made a general rule but
that should be an exception in service.

Another thing, Sir, is the utter disregard of the Government to the officers of
the lower grade, which is responsibie for corruption amongst them. No attention is
really paid to the grievances of the Constables and Head Constables who do the most
part of the dirty work. They have to perform the dirty work in order to keep their
body and soul together. Take for instance, the rations of the Constables and Head
Constables. Their ration as was given beforc was quite inadequate. We have all
seen bulky up-country constables who can consume 4 times Imore than the ordinary
persons. Their ration has been now still more reduced which has madc somc of them

to look up to other means of supplementing their salary.

Then, Sir, in Shillong or in other places now on account of the incrcase of the
Poliee force there are no sufficient quarters for them. They live in the rented  houses
but the Government do not pay any rent or allowance to these poor officers with the
result that they live in any body’s rented house and cannot pay the rent. If somechow

they are compelled to pay the rent then there may be some Police cascs against them.
This is the position, Sir. Their work has been very much increased.
brush their belts and

Then as regards their miscellancous expenscs, they are to

other things and to make them shining and dazzling so that the images ol the oflicers
may be reflected on them. They incur some expenditurc for this but they are not
paid anything extra. So in order to meet the cost of brush and other things  they
have to shift for themselves and how some of them manage things is well known to

the House. _
"The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I will take up onc by one the different Gut Motions that have been laid belore the
House. As regards the first point complained of regarding the blocking of prospects
in the Police Department it is a fact that certain Decputy Supcrintcndcnts of Police

d therefore the normal
d their promotions deterred. To

have been re-employed after the period of superannuation an

Force of Inspectors who expected a promotion has ha :

certain extent this is correct. But at the same time, it i» a fact that the polmy of the
Government is not to grant any extension or (o re-employ the superannuating officers.
My hon. Friends missed at least one important point that since 1942, when, as stated
House by my Friend Mr. Sen, I replied that the normal policy of the

nt for the idea of re-appoint-

iticised the Governme
Perhaps they do not know

ment servants.
authorities that more

before the Ho

Government 18 not to grant an extension or re-employ Supcrintcndenls of Police.

When Hetfol TAtIONn CAIIE into force, almost in each big centrc Wwe had to employ
ced and superior Pclice Officer to see that petrol rationing was carried

an experien o
gutiy Fhis, was being given to Deputy Superintendents of Police who are responsible

officers. Sir, on account of this alone the number of Decputy Superintendents of
Police bad to be increased by 6. Therefore when the lower stafl of Police had
the expectation to be promoted and enhanced (formerly they could get a chance
of promotion h{‘: a cadre of 9 officers and now they have got 2 chance of promotion
in one of 151 9 dccrsl,]), when in any exceptional case somc fit and worthy officers
are T€-€MPIOYEC, v 1;6 gnSPECtorate has nothing to complain, because we have now
ot more vacan;:les o fill in than before. However, Sir, as far as possible, I will see
that this fm%%ﬁ‘;ﬁ*&”‘l;éoyrnent remadins an cxception and not a rule.
*Babu K/ I KUMAR SEN: On a point of information do I understand
that no extention has been granted ? th an

*Speech not corrected.,
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No extension,

only re-employment.

Now I come to the next Cut Motion No.3 of my hon. Fr

Roy. I thank him for bringing this matter
came before the Government and it was only after the
Motion, that I enquired of it. Curiously enough those ge
appointed special constables and who are residents of Shillos
I find from the records just now that alth
from 1st February 1945, they took absolu
Government. I find from the records that
appointed, 6 of them submitted a

month, and sent an advance copy to Government.
that is coming to Government. When
carly as 11th May 1944. The

although 14 o

We are

Hills, but ultimately the Police w:
measure to sce that the Air Raid shelters are kept clean. 1y
in hand and try to get the order withdrawn.

The next Motion moved is of my hon. Iriend S
wants Police protection for the graziers and for the

encroach in the professional grazing reserves. Therefore it

provide Police protection for the few hundred cattle that gp

never a case ol Police protection being given to the fisheries,

as forced by the Deputy Commissioner

iend Srijut Karuna Sindhu

before the House. This matter - never
receipt of notice of the Cut

ntlemen who have been
1g never approached me.

ough they were appointed special constables
tely no trouble to represent the matter to

[ these people have been

representation only on the 12th of this

awaiting the regular copy

this matter was first mooted, it was as
Police Department themselves
procedure which was recommended by the Deputy Commissione

protested against the
v of Khasi and Jaintia
to take this
vill at once take this matter

rijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar. He

: : : fisheries, Nobody could provide
for contingencics. It was never the intention of Government

to allow any one to
was useless in  the past to
‘aze.  Similarly there was

g S The number of grazing
reserves and [isheries is so large that il we are 1o provide Poli

the Police Budget will go very high. Recently we have

olice ‘protection to them,

: ] \ heard complaints {rom two hon.
Members that Government is handling the Police Bude

1 get at
building Departments. I we are to give eflect to the ¢

these Motions, there will be no end to Police expe
protected by Government. = = e

*#Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR :
areas ol the Brahmaputra ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD
Friend is probably awarc that we have River Police in -
the same system to be extended to Assam Valley
for any extra expenditure, we can do that.

Then I am coming to the ﬁshcyy. Whenever ther
trying to prevent it as far as possible.  As regards

Can it not b

¢ ‘ha

the expense of the nation-

the recommendations conveyed by
nditure when P

rivate property is to be
¢ done only in the riverain

SAADULLA My hon. .

Surma Valley. If he wants
and promises the support of his group

s been any clash we are

: fishery this is nothing new.
Although fishery lease has been obtained by some 1

amount for it, the riverain people always catch fish for thejr

deople by

Y Ppaying considerable

s » or twi Selhown consumption.  Even
people from distant villages go once or twice a year to fish i

has grown as a traditional custom in the Province and o
Last year batches of robbers came and looted fisheries in S
people came from the neighbouring Mymensing
such protection to the Zemindars who own these
the Zemindars. )

#Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Quy
customary fishing by the villagers for their

1 the fishery leased. That

body complained about it.
o i osunamganj when hoardes  of

district into

fisheries and

Assam. Government gave
the cost was realised from
\

complaint is not as regards the

. Oown consum btion  but acainst the
systematic looting of fish. I _ g

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA
personal knowledge than my hon. Friend. My I

DULLA: | have got more

riend is pleadine the i .

> i ; ; cause of his Col
league Srijut Behragn .Das. The Moyer‘ of this-Cut Motion did n(DJt mention Zn tlllina to
express that one of his Colleagues is involved in this, ' came

me the other day with a petition that in his fishery he
which is called Kahajal. This net has to be spre
Every day this net is dragged so that the fish con

*Speech not corrected.

Srijut Beliram Das came to

: uses a peculiar kind of net
ad into the b N

centrate wit

_Bl‘ahmaputm very wide.
thin in. When about two of
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three days remain for the final operation, the neighbouring villagers come and
take away the pick of fish. This is customary that these people take such quantity
for their consumption. They do not take them for sale or export outside. Srijut
Beliram Das will receive Police protection in those months, generally in the latter
part of the year ifhe comes with an application. His application is before me
and I have ordered that at the particular time he should be prepared to give notice
to the Government and Government will post a pair ol Constables at his cost. He
can get these Constables from the nearest thana, z.e., Tarabari. This particular thana
has got only 6 Constables—the maximum that an outside station keeps. If more
Constables have to be imported from outside, somebody must bear the cost. He
is himself prepared to bear the cost and I have passed order in his case four
days ago, ordering the local officer that when his fish have got to be protected,
two Constables -will be posted. Itis not that Constables will have to be posted
throughout the year. It is only in case of a few days that protcction is necessary.

*Srijut GAURTI KANTA TALUKDAR : Do we understand that the Hon’ble
Premier also gave the assurance.... ) ) '

* Srijut ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sy sal
find that whenever I and some of my Friends ask for any information, the Hon’ble
Premier refuses to give way. But why does he give out such information to Mr.

Marak and Mr. Talukdar the there times ? Why this invidious distinction, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, I have
real information, and

got to use my own discretion. When somebody wants
wants to be satisfied, I give way, but when my hon. Friend—shall T be out of the
mark if I say—with the eccentric mode of hair dressing-gets up to make fun in
the House, I do not give way. ‘There ought to be some dignity in the proceedings
of the Politicians of this Province.
To continue—Sir, if any other fishery applies in the same way and the lessee
is willing to bear the cost, I will try to give him Police protection as I gave during
the last two years to the Zemindars of the Sunamganj Subdivision.
' Now, I come to the general Motion of my hon. Friend Mr. Baidyanath
Mookerjee and his supporter Mr. Dakshinaranjan Gupta Chaudhuri. Along with
this I have got to meet the humours of Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri. He
said, Sir, I have held charge of the Police Department for 11 years, and that
whatever may have been the conditions—and the conditions, .according to him were
worse between 1929 and 1934—there has been no improvement in the Department.
He said that my actions were sandwiched between the Inspcctor General on
the one hand and the Governor on the other, while he forgets that in those days

the first thing I did was to have a Police Enquiry Committee in which the hon.
Members of this House were represented. We toured throughout the country, and
Police force that they were the scrvants of the

tried to instil in the mind of the : Sie ;

cople, not their masters, and 1 think, Sir, unbiased critics will say that the
morale of the Police and the standard of their behaviour with the public have
jmproved quite a lot since those days of 1929. Mr. Chaudhuri says that although
I have been holding this charge now and then, i.e., when I am in office since
1937, there has been no improvement. Well, this is a matter of sclf-condemnation
because out of those four years, for three years at least my Friend was my right-hand
man in the Cabinet, and he is as much guilty of any dereliction as I am because
the responsibility of the Ministry was joint. Sir, I could not follow his criticism
for at one stage he said that Government was spending money on the Police force
right and left. Towards the end qf his speech he thoroughly accused the Government
of lack of sympathy and pecuniary support for the lower grade officials. He
is perfectly correct in saying that although the number of Constables has increased
Government have not been able to provide them with quarters, but he is not correct
in saying that when Government could not provide quarters for these lower-paid
Police officials, the latter had to hil:e houses of their own. Sir, Government II:ave
borne the rent of the houses in which lower-paid officials are accommodated. Then,

# Speech not corrected.
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about the kit allowance and reduced rations, Sir, the kitis given free to each
lower-grade Police officer throughout his service. This kitis to last him a certain
period, and if the kitis spoiled before that, it has got to be made good by the
man himself. If a Police Constable tears away his uniform for no reason whatsoever,
and if Government have to provide him whenever he comes foward, then the
cloth bill of the Police will become a huge one. In that case, nobody will take care
of his uniform. I tlink every employer insists this kind of economy on his servants.
Government have therefore adopted this salutary principle of dcm:mding from the
lower-grade Police officials that their uniform must last a certain period.

Now, Sir, as regards rations being reduced, I have got only one word to say.
Rations have been reduced only in those areas where Government have fixed
rations for the general public, i.e., in rationed towns only—to bring the two rations
to the same level. T believe that the hon. gentleman who™ has now taken up cudgels
on behalf of the Police Contsables, would have thoroughly cudgelled Government
if there had been some discrimination in the size of the ration allowed to the Police
officers and the general public of the same place,

I now come, Sir, to the criticisms of my hon. Friend Mry.
agree with him that there should be su'ilcfcr sl}pcr\'ision of the
the Police Department. Stricter supervasion will mean more Superintendents of
Police and Assistant Sul')t‘.l'il]t(:lld(:l'lls. In this war time when various extra duties
have devolved upon the Police force, there has not been such strict supervision
as in the past. * T wish, Sir, we had more officers to employ to see that the standard
of the Police force iskept as cflicient and as polite as it can be expected. My
Friend has rightly criticised that there is extensive pilferage
goods. Mr. Dakshinaranjan (?Ll]')l[l Chr'm‘dhurl has complained
Now, as regards pillerage, it is very diflicult to trace the locality where the actual
pilferage takes place. Aln}ost all ilus _pilferage tn-kcs place during transit of goods
from Calcutta to this Province., Consignments coming {rom Calcutta to Sylhet travel
two-ihirds outside the Province and only ong-thn‘d inside this Provincc, and itis very
difficult to say where the pil!‘urngc occurs. Everywhere the waggons are sealed and
seals are broken at the destination station, but the consignments are found damaged.
It is, therefore, very difficult for our Police force to detect  this, But Mr. Alban
Ali has now taken over charge. He will try his utmost to see that the efficiency
of the Railway police is nmmFam‘cd. He Jm; taken, during the periods of his Jesve,
extra training in the matter, in Scotland %?rd. _

Then again, Mr. Mookerjec g‘as_CO‘}“”tf)d__}VItll Some reason that the entire charge
of the village Police or Railway l‘rpLCCtl-Olil' _alucs_sh ould be borne by the Railway
authoritics. The entire Budget ol the village Police is not due to (e protection of
Railway lines. Some part Of‘thc.]v-l'}:llis : P"T‘IIICCRI.]'ave their duty asa protection of
telegraphic lines and many ol the brl Dcsi‘ ’h'lT allway cannot be asked to pay for
this entire internal security, a portion ol which we haye agkeq the Central Govern-
ment to bear. They proposc to give us‘only half’ but e have protested that they
should bear the entire responsibility. bo_far N0 reply has been received from the
Central Government but we are still pressing the Centra] Government that this extra
expenditure should go to the Defence expenditure Budget.

The last point, Sir, which HJY} hon, F 1‘1§cnd h.a_s‘ spoken is ahout a Training School in
the Province. We took up tl_ns scheme about thirteen YOARE pe. A sk asiaelasted
near Jhalukbari about five miles out of Gauhati, . A Contracto, W-as ooy G
houses. The Contractor collected bricks at the site, when there w o dden decrease
in the Provincial income from 1929 onwards. So, the scheme Iaiia Sl;) Cxl; iic ed.
Now that we have larger force in the Province and we g 1ad to be aban Orll +

i 1l the seats that are necessary the question of startj SRR s
provide a s whad 5 : Ing our own Training School
will be taken up in right earnest. )

I now come to the last Polllt ra1§ed by Mr Ghaudhuri_ It is quite correct that
thore has been a tremendous increase in the street accident L hree
: ) . $ and that is due to thre
different causes. Hon. Members must have noticed fop themse] b he number

of motor vehicles that are * plying now on roads in mselves that -t

he provi increase
s : Ovince must have in
by 500 per cent. than in peace time. Next, we haye drivers who are accustomed 0

Mookerjee. I
administration of

during transit of
about pick-pockets.
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hour in better roads, I mean, in America,

drive at a maximum speed of 80 miles per 1
s there is a keen competition to show

I myself have experienced that in certain localitie :
who can give the speed most. In my own presence I saw Chincse drivers vying with
the American Negroes in driving at a speed of 60 to 80 miles per hour. We have
gone up to the highest Military authority, I mean, Major General Rankin to check rash
driving by the Military. In the last communication he has said that he had done his
level best, And round about Shillong there has been an improvement. But neither
this Government nor the highest British Officer has any hold over the Americans.
We approached their own superior officers  so that there may not be any
rash driving or any street accidents. The third reason is a contrary one,
that is, our own people do not Rnow how to observe the rules of safety first.
Anyone who has experience of walking in the streets not only here but in big cities like
Calcutta knows full well that we do not keep to the sides of roads and we walk through
the middle and do not know that a lorry driving at a very high spced will turn round
the corner. Those hon. Members who follow the Bengal press have scen that the Bengal
C'v_overnment has inauguratcd <tq safety first” demonstration in Galcutta. If we had a
big city like Calcutta, we would have followed the same example. At present :1]1_ we
can do is to inform the public through our bulletins that they should keep to the sides
and not walk through the middle of the road. My friend says that Police has been
helpless. Itis quite correct. Anybody who hasseen an accident finds very great
difficulty in getting at the number of the vehicles concerned. These Military vehicles
have got two sets of numbers. Which one is the proper number we do not know. Itis
very difficult when a vehicle is moving at a very high speed to decipher the nu mbers.
When I was obstructed in my travels by some obstinate Military drivers, I tried to get
at the numbers but each time I failed because they move at so high a speed that it is
difficult to read the numbers. Sometimes cars are dirty and sometimes the number
is obliterated, The plate numbers are covered with dirt and mud and one cannot get
the numbers. But wherever accidents occurred, the Police Department have done their
best to bring the offenders to justice. In many cascs the culprits have becen convicted.
My hon. Friend also stated about robbery by Military personnel.  There was a
robbery near about Sonapur about a month ago and the culprits have been caught
and they are being tried now. In another case the culprits have not been caught. .
Itis difficult to identify the pcople with their uniform. Anyway, Sir, the Police
Department is on the alert to see that these highway robberies committed by men
travelling in Military lorries is stopped. A o
One case my Friend placed before this House in some detail in order to dra'u_r tl}c
sympathy of the House. e said that a small boy was crushed to death by a Military
lorry because the individual pursued this boy in a zigzag course. If my Frlcnd. has got
any details of - that accident I will see that the man is traced and due punishment

meted out to him. But only a narration of the story without any evidence will be

futile. . e
As regards certain forms of evil I need not mention anything. Itis impossible

to check such things when it is committed outside.......
# Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Outside where TS

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Outside the
municipality. , .

# Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It is committed just before the
Assembly Hostel.

# Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Lakeside has become a place of nuisance.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Very well
Sir, I will report to the Superintendent of Police what has been stated about the Lake,
The same hon. Member has mentioned about the steps of the Assembly Chamber.

* Srijut R,OHINI KUMAR' CHAUDHURI : 1 have got bottles sometimes half.
1 '11‘1;1]?11 Ib:_[c_)n ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Very wel]',
t;ﬁ;’e neéessag?gtzl};? to the notice of the Superintendent of Police who I am sure will

* Speech not corrected.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Does Maulavi Naziruddin
Motion ?

Maulavi NAZIRUDDIN AHMED: No, Sir. I beg leave of the House to
withdraw the Motion. h

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Does Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy press his Motion ?

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Sir, I am to ask one éiulcstion. This iosumll
urgent matter.  They must be released at once.”™ I have received an information that
a casc has been started against one of them who went to Gauhati on business.

. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: As I mentioned
Sir, on the 12th a petition has been submutted. They have not approached direct. Thc:y,
have putit up to the Superintendent of Police. As I mentioned | Siv, I will take the
matter up immediately.

- Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: 1Ido not like to press my Motion. I beg
leave of the'House to withdraw the same. : i
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Does Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar press his
Motion ?
Srijut GAURT KANTA TALUKDAR: No, Sir, Ibeg leave of the House to
withdraw the Motion. '
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Does Mr. Mookerjce press his Motion ?
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir. I beg leave of the House to
withdraw the Motion.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Thope the hon. Members have got leave of the
House to withdraw their Motions.
\ (After a pause).
The Motions stand withdrawn with the leave of the House.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then 1 am putting the main Demand.
The question is : :
¢ That a sum _ not exceeding Rs. 38,53,900 be g¢ranted to defray the charees
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st Mal?ch
1946, for the administration of the head ¢29.—Police’™.” =
The question was adopted.

Ahmed press his

- GRANT No. 19
(39.—Public Health)

The Hon’ble MISS MAVIS DUN: On the reccommendation of His Excellency

the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs. 16, 69,100

be granted to delray the charges whicl_l will come in the course of payment duringJ the
year ending on the 31st March 1946, for the administration of the head 39.-—Public
Health.

There are a large number of Cut Motions and along with the criticisms that may
be forthcoming, 1 will welcome any constructive suggestion that may be put forward

i from any section of the House.
! The Hon’ble the SPEAKLR: Motion moved :

«“That a sum not cxcceding Rs. 16, 69, 100 be granted to defray the charges
which will come™n the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March
1946, for the administration of the head “39.—Public Health’.” )

Now, there arc 23 Cut Motions—10 from the Congress Party, 6 {rom the Members
belonging to the Ministerialist Party, 4 by Srijut Buragohain and 2 by Dr, Terrell
Now, I am afraid that within the time allotted to this Demand it will not be Oss\iblé
to discuss more than one or two Motions, because I shall have to keep to theﬁime £

© 45 minutes allotted to this Demand and even if we sit till 5 2. M. T do not think it \Pﬂ
be possible to discuss them all. v
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : T would like to move my Clut Motion
No.l
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : I would like to move Ciit Motion No.16
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEFE : T will like to move my Cut Motion No.15
Dr. C. G. TERRELL: T will like to move Cut Motion No.10. -

, *Speech not corrected |
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Srijut LA’KSHESVAR. BOROOAH : I will like to move Cut Motion No.4.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then I may allow these Motions to be moved

provided we can put this Demand to the vote of the House by 4 p.»M.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: I beg to move that the provision of
Rs.13,300 under Grant No.19, Major head—39.—Public Health, Minor hecad—A—
Public Health Establishments—(a)—Superintendence and other Establishments, Sub-
head—1.—Pay of Officers, Detailed head—Assistant Directors of Public Health, at page
105 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i. e, the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.16,69,100 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

Sir, my intention is to caise a discussion
°.f Public -Health Department. The scope of the present
limited, but it is of such importance that it should engage our serious attention.

Whﬂ{l the Public Health Department was re-organiscd and secparated from the -
Medlcal Department we expected that an all-round improvement would be® effected |
in all matters of Public Health, but unfortunately we find to our utter surprise that such
a re-organisation has meant a total disorganisation of the Department. The scheme that
was passqd by the House was nothing more than a skeleton. A large sum of money
was z'*eqmred to put it into actual operation. We expect that adequate money would be
Pl‘OVIdt_?d and a supplementary demand would be forthcoming. But nothing was done.
Nhat is more, no provision has been made in the present Budget to improve the
Department. Hon. Members are aware that one Sub-Assistant Surgeon has been
olaced in each subdivision as Subdivisional Health Officer, but no attenipt has up till

Jow been made to provide him with an office. At present they are housed in ante-
Also no provision ’

about the subdivisional establishments
Motion no doubt is

ooms of the Local Board buildings or in the hospital buildings.
Jas been made for any furniture ®r equipments. How can Government expect that
ithout a place to sitin ? This

hese officers will discharge their duties properly even w
natter should have received the first consideration of the Government. For the rural

reas Government have created the posts of Health Officers and these officers have
een placed in-charge of Thanas. These are persons who formerly worked as Vaccina-
ion Sub-Inspectors and medicine carriers. These persons are mostly illiterate and
snorant of the elementary principles of public health, but still they have been placed
n-charge of a Thana and the collection of vital statistics has been entrusted to them.

Next I come to the question of equipment. The epidemic units arc handicapped
verywhere for want of medicine. The dearth of quinine has been stressedd  on more
han one occasion on the floor of this House. Proper arrangement should immediately
e made for greater supply of quinine. It will, we understand, take somc more ycars
efore we can get anything from our cinchona plantation scheme. The ravages of
halaria this year was devastating, but it is really curious that our €xpc

nditure on the
ead of purchase of quinine These units are also not
upplied with adequate quantit

has decreased in the current year.
y of cholera vaccine and bacteriophage. My submis-
to make this Department rcally efficient, bigger sums of money ‘

jon is that if we want
-

hould be provided.

With these words, Sir, 1 commend my Motion to the acceptance of the House.

Dr. C. G. TERRELL: Sir, I beg to move that the provision of Rs. 7,39,313
nder Grant No. 19, Major head—39.—Public Health, Minor head —C.—Epidemic
Diseases, Sub-head—(a).—Malaria (total), at page 106 of the Budget, be reduced by
5,100, i.¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.16,69,100 do stand reduced by ;
5.100. ’ : :

aker, Sir, the object of this Cut Motion is to draw the attention of

Mr. Spe -
Jovernment to the whole subject of drainage 'in relation to malaria and its control.

Malaria 1s still by far the most serious and dangerous of the many diseases and
sroblems that c%onfrogt the health services of Assam in their attempt to maintain a reason-
\ble degree O protection for the civil population, and within the last two vyears
mala\_ua'mclgienm: 1:135 risen considerably and assumed epidemic form in many district
of thltsl P;g‘é’?;‘é'img?;m;itfst%%m‘blﬂ for this increased incidence are largely connectej
divectly war, and_ Assam as a front line Province has suffered

proportionatcly.

. e e
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I intend however to confine myself only to the drainage question in relation to
this problem and with the object of enlisting the interests of hon., Members in this for
the future bencfit of the population. There is a popular belief that drainage is one of
the main methods of preventing malaria, but this is certainly not the case as far as
open carth drainage is concerned. Open carth drains are artifical streams, and slowly
running clear water grassy edged drains form ideal breeding places for dangerous
malaria transmitting mosquitos. Another popular belief is that swamps are dangerous
breeding places for mosquitos, but it has been proved that densely shaded swamps are
safe and many exposed swamps do not breed dangerous mosquitos.  Open earth
drainage in India is fundamentally an agricultural method to acrate the soil to enable
plants biologically adapted to aerated soil to establish themselves which they would
not otherwise do in a water logged soil.  All possible surface drains should be eliminat-

ed, and drains when these are necessary, should be controlled by such measures as
clean weeding, canalisation, oiling, shading, flushing,

herbage packing, by lining
with concrete or by subsoil drainange methods.

The above gencral information is the result of many
field work undertaken by experienced malariologists, and in particular by the Ross
Institute of Tropical Hygiene and emphasised on [requent occasions by their Principal,
Dr. Ramsay in annual reports, from which I had quoted.

To those fully conversant with and intereste
is indeed distressing to see cverywhere the innur ely
furctionless—which are constantly being added to, and which can only result in increas-
ed favourable breeding places for dangerous moscuitos. It is indeed true that malaria
in India is principally man made. This is of course due very largely to ignorance of
these dangers and of alternative methods of draingage or subsequent control, and it is
of the greatest importance that the general public should be fully enlightened with
as little delay as possible.

I feel also that this occasion may be opportune to bring to the notice of Govern-
ment the dangers of unrestricted and ill-considered drainage schemes leaving a legacy
of malaria in the area in which lhc_y were undertaken .

In consequence of the operations that have taken I)l
tiers there are many such _areas, and hundreds of
Malaria in these zones is being well controlled by
this is all very well at present .whcn the.:lrea has b_ccox-nc a se
course be economically impossible for this to be maintained
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vears of intense research with

d in the subject of Malaria control, it
nerable surface drains—often entir

ace on our North Eastern Fron-

ot miles of drains have been dug.
oiling under military control, and

a of oil, but it will of

after these areas have been
derequisitioned. : i,
I fully endorsc these sentiments expressed by Dy, Ramsay on this b R
report previously referred to.

“It is to be hoped that when the Allied cause 1S won and peace once more prevails

+in Assam, the many hundreds of miles of ?rau{s thl(‘-ll have been dug for so called anti-
malaria purposes will be filled in before the areas are evacuated, as. these areas though
formerly malarious have now been converted into death traps’’,

In the interests of the lives of the unfortunate people who must et ol
around these zones in the future, apart from Passengers passing through by rail and
other transport, it is to be hoped that this warning will not Pass unheeded by Govern-
ment. ) )

It is, I think, also incumbent on us all to live S 10 0ur Yesponsibiliites oyer: e
dissemination of more knowledge concerning this important subject i b
constituencies in Assam.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOQKERJEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir, | beg to move that
the total provision of Rs. 16,69,100 under Grant No. 19, Major head—39.—Public
Health, at page 104 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, 7. ¢, the amount of the
whole grant of Rs. 16,69,100 do stand reduced by Rs. 100. By,this Motion I want
to criticise the policy of Government with regar.d to Public Health

Sir, we hoped that we would ﬁnc} SOmME 1mprovement thjg y;:ar under this Head,
but, I am sorry to remark, that no Improvement hasg been made though it will be
found that there is an increase in the Budget estimate.,
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I find, Sir, that Rs. 17,55,400 is the total sum budgeted for and out of this
amount a sum of Rs. 8,83,000 will be recovered. So it comes to this that only
Rs. 8,72,400 will be spent out of Rs. 5,40,00,000 which has been budgeted for expendi-
ture for the year from the revenues of the Province. So, not even 2 per cent. of the
total expenditure of the Province will be utilised for the Public Health Department.

Now, Sir, let us scrutinise the expenditure head by head. About the Public
Health Establishment we find that there has been increasc and it is mainly due to selec-
tion of one charged officer and the increment in dearness allowance and travelling
allowance. The number of Sub-Assistant Surgeons and Compounders has been
decreased Now so far as the grant for Public Health purposes is concerned, it will
be found that under the Revised Estimate for the current year a sum of Rs. 29,975 has
been provided, whereas for the next year only Rs.16,224 has bcen provided. That is

the lot of grant for public health purposes.

Now, il we consider about the epidemic diseases, Sir, it will be found that there is
an increase of expenditure but this increment is only due to excess purchase of quinine.
This is practically a paper transaction. But so far as the rcal benefit —to the
public is concerned, this cannot be taken into account. We are not going to give more
benefit to the public by making this kind of larger provision in the next year’s

Budget.

Sir, so far as the medical stores and diets of patients
that the provision is. less than the last year’s provision.
are concerned there were 73 Epidemic Assistants for th
the year concerned all these posts have been abolished, not even one post bas been
retained. Then, Sir, of course under this Head of Epidemic Units there has been
some increment but this increment is mainly due to increased dearness allowance and
travelling allowance. For the Medical stores it will be found that during the current
year the provision is Rs. 4,000 but for the next year the provision is only

Rs. 1,000.
So far as the Bacteriological Laboratory is concerned,

to travelling allowance and dearness allowance. So far as
concerned the same reason is advanced for the increment.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member’s time is up.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, I want only one or two minutes and

I will finish. . .
So far as vital statistics are concerned they are most

pl;:tc. In connection with water supply a sum of Rs. 924,500 was provided for the
current year, but for the next year the amount is only Rs. 5,000, We brought the

matter relating to the Pure Food Act before the Hon’ble Minister on various occa-

sions, but it is still a dead letter, and I hope that it is hi
d be done in this direction. With these words, Sir, I resume my scat.

shoul
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Sir, I beg to move that the provision of
Minor head—A.—

are concerned, it will be found
So far as the epidemic units
e current year but coming to

the increment is only due
the Pasteur Institute is

inaccurate and incom-

Rs. 35,140 under Grant No. 19, Major Head—39.—Public Health,
Public Health Establishment,(a)—Superintendence and other Establishments, Sub-head
e reduced by Rs.100, 7. é.,

f Officers (total), at page 105 of the Budget, b

f the whole grant of Rs. 16,69,100 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.
ussion about ‘urgency of

—1.—Pay o

the amount O 0 L
My object of moving this Cut Motion is to raise a disc

ng the District Health Officers (wherever there is none) the Subdivisional Officers
(Médical) or Urban Health Officers to examine the fitness of) consumption of the food-
stuflss Forf-‘-d 1 G(gernment Controlled godowns and wholesale and retail shops.

Sir we have been speaking all these days about the unwholesome foods tufls issued
from Gm_rernm}tltnt controlled distributing agencies. Sir, as to who is responsible for
clistnl:vufillfigf tth'(; I}Imwholcsomg foodstuffs in our Count’ry ijs an cnigma to the hon.
Members Ovehtl: megltllsc' The Shaw Wallace & Co. at Calcutta, the procurement agency
of Assa}rln%ever e Ye+ ?Ssert that they send sound stuffs, the Supply Syndicates assert
t,hat‘:e;v siuﬂ‘s tha.:? gl;t_m%hShaW Wallace & Clo. is distributed and they do not get
t}fcir assertion that they hav: V_ﬁ’holesalers and retailers are equally vehement in
Sir, the fact remains that got to sell whatever they are supplied by the Syndicate.

> consumers get the rotten stuff—the reason is not far to

entrusti

gh time that something

r=4—7.
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seek—it is a plain fact that somebody somewhere mixes the rotten stuff, which they
get for nothing or something. I admit it is difficult to spot out the offenders. In order
that the above mentioned agencies may not have the chance of shifting the blame to
one another, I propose that arrangements should be made to check the stuffs as soon
as they reach Assam and then check them again at the wholesalers’ and retailers’
Shops both at the rural and urban areas by the District Health Officers
there is none) the Subdivisional Officers (Medical) or Urban Health Officers. Sir, so
far as T understand offices of this Department are sinecure services. The work of the
ealth Officers is practically little and they are grating on rusty hinges and therefore it
$hould be considered whether the services of those officers cannot be utilised for check-

Ing those foodstufls both in the rural and urban areas. With these words, Sir, I
Commend my Motion for the acceptance of the House.

.. Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN : Sir, I beg to move that the pro-
Vision of Rs. 9,51,390 under Grant No. 19, Major head—39.—Public Health, Minor
ead—C.—Epidemic diseases (total), at page 104 of the Budget, be reduced by
%{{s' 100, 7. ¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 16,69,100 do stand reduced by
s. 100,
The object of my Motion is to draw the attention of Government to the menace
Created by kala-azar in the Province. This diseaseis, I believe, indigenous in this
rovince and it is most prevalent in the three Sub-divisions of my District and also in
the District of Garo Hills. Sir, so faras my District, Sibsagar, is concerned, there
are very large number of cases in the rural areas of which a very small percentage of
People has been receiving treatment.  This fact was represented to© Government during
the past two years and persistent demand has been made for o
Centres, dispensaries and hospitals.  As far as I know, Sir, a proposal was placed
efore Government for providing some 10 beds to be housed in an extension building
to be built in the premises of the Subdivisional hospital at Sibsagar, But I have not seen
any such scheme being actually taken up by Government. In the new schemes that the °
Hon’ble Minister has taken up in the cqming year's Budget, Sir, I have failed to find
any anti-kala-azar measures and what is more lamentable is that even in the Post-
War Reconstruction Schemes I do not find any mention of any anti-kala-azar
measures. 1 do not know what is the reason for thig glaring and sad omission on the
part of Government. It may be perhaps due to the fact that our Director of
Public Health had changed in the meanwhile at or about the time when the Budget
proposals and the Post-War Rec9nstrucnon Schc}nes were framed. So, Sir, I have
to draw the pointed attention of Government to this scourge of kala-azar and to invite
Government to take up this matter seriously.  With these few words, Sir, I commend
my Motion for the acceptance of the House, - '

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Sir, I rise to contradict the state-
ment made by Mr. Mookerjee. He says that this Department has shown no improve-
ment. My Friend, the Hon’ble Minister of Public Health, has taken over the leper
asylum of Gauhati Municipality at a time when it was languishing for neglect. Sir,
she has not only done a great service to humanity by taking it over but also has
perpetuated the mémory of the late Tarun Ram Phukan, the founder of the institu.
tion, who had otherwise been forgotten by his erstwhile admirers and worshippers.
That is all I have time to say, for the present,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, I beg to move that the total provision
of Rs.16,69,100 under Grant No. 19, Major head—39.—Public Health, at page 104 of
the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, z.¢., the amount of the whole grant ’of Rs.16.69.100
do stand reduced by Rs.100. ) o SRR

The object of my moving this Motxoq 1s to discuss about the urgency of opening
clinics for venegcal diseases and of making the treatment available free of charge
under the P.ubhc I:Iealth _Department. ' .

In moving this Motion I would like to say that as hon. Dr.” Terrell of
mustard oil fame is anxious to check adulteration, T am ng less anxious to see that
something is done for the free_ treatment of venereal diseases. Due to war conditions
this fell disease has become wide spread and the man power is rapidly deteriorating on
account of its surreptitious attacks aggravated b

y illiteracy and poverty. This is
why free clinics should be opened throughout the Province. % " A

(wherever

Pening more treatment
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'fhﬁgfn’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motions moved :
Public'H “Hat the provision of Rs.13,300 under Grant No. 19, Major head —39.—
and oth calth, Minor head—A. —Public Health, Estal)lishmcnts——{(1)—511])01'1utcndcnce
# EStainShments, Sub-head—1.—Pay of Officers, Detailed head—Assistant

f{;’:gﬁ;‘)trsf?f Public Health, at page 105 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, z.e., the
9 “9_, the whole grant of Rs.16,69,100 do stand reduced by Rs.l_()O.’
Pub]ic; that thc. provision of Rs.7,39,313 under Grant No.l9, Major head—39.—=
Zr le(:}alth, Minor head—C.—Epidemic Diseases, Sub-head—(«) .7—31?11€1='111 (total),
Of-ﬁ gleﬁ 6 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e.; the amount of the whole grant
33‘ ="69’100 do stand reduced by Rs,100.” .
39._p bT_'hat the total provision of Rs.16,69,100 under Grant No.l9, Major head—
-—rublic Health, at page 104 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, e, the
amount‘c‘)f the whole grant of Rs.16,69,100 do stand reduced by Rs.100.”
p blg" That the provision of Rs.33,140 under Grant No.19, Major head—39.—
ublic Health, Minor head—A.—Public Health Establishment—(a)—Superintendence
and other Esl:ablishment.‘a'E Sub-head—1.—Pay of Officers (total), at page 105 of the
Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, .., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.16,69,100 do
stand reduced by Rs.100.” :

P 5. “That the provision of Rs.9,51,390 under Grant No.l19, Major hcad-—39.—
ublic Health, Minor head=— C.—Epidemic diseases (total), at page 104 of the Budget
be reduced by Rs.100, 7.c., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.16,09,100 do stand
reduced by Rs.1007, ;

6. ““That the total provision of Rs.16,69,100 under Grant No.19, Major head—39.
—Public Health, at page 104 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., thc amount of
the \:vholc grant of Rs.16,69,100 do stand reduced by Rs.100,” '

The Hon’ble Miss. MAVIS DUNN: Mr. Speaker Sir, the Cut Motion of hon
Mr. Buragohain refers to fala-azar. Kala-azar has never been neglected.  'The
Public Health Department was established mainly to uproot kala-azar from
the Province and in this connection very . vigorous survey 1Is being
done. We have some fkala-azar hospitals and  whenever recommendations are
sent to start different dispensarics or hospitals at different places such pro-
posals are given very .serious consideration and wherever found necessary more
dispensaries are established. For the Subdivision of the hon. Mover, orders have
already been passed with regard to reserving 10 beds for in-door kala-azar patients
within the hospital only for Kala-azar patients. 1 hope this order will satisfy the
hon. Member. Dr. Terrell has laid great stress on  the improvement of drainage
and communication in connection with anti-malarial works. That aspect of the ques}
tion has not been overlooked by the Public Health Department for consideration of
anti-malarial measures in the Province. For the information of the hon. Members 0
this House I may tell them that we already sanctioned a post of Overseer under the
Public Health Department to look to this work. Provision is also made in the Budget
for permanent anti-malarial measures out of which flushing of_ rivers, Ci}llalsa ete., arc
done by the Department. He criticised Government for allowing unrestricted dral-nagc
works. ~ For his information 1 may state that in the Assam Embankment and Drainage€
Act (Act VII _ot_" 1941) alsp there is provision for prior consultation by the Pu_bl]c Works
Department with the Public Health Department to avoid the danger of malaria. It has
bheen criticiscd_ that th_e present system of collecting statistics is unsatisfactory. We do
realise that this 1s an important point and we are taking every step to improve the
system. The Public Health Department was reorganised only the other day with the
upanimous approval of this Houst_z. There may be defects in the department, but with
the working of the newly reorganised Public Health Department, the defects that may
exist will gradually be removed, funds permitting. This applies to offices, etc., for
Subdivlsmnal Medical Officers of Health.

As regard .the C}lt Motion of Mr. Aditya I should like to say that in every h'OSpitEll
and in €Very dispensary such cases are being treated. It has not been found necessary
to establish = separate clinics for the treatment of such cases. Later if it is found
necessary, Government will sur ely consider establishing such clinics.
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With these words, Sir, I oppose all the Cut Motions.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  There has been no reply to the points raised by
Mr. Mookerjee and Mr. Lakshesvar Borooah. ;

Tjhv Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : Yes, Sir, the question of amending the Assam
Pure Food Act has become necessary. Hitherto it has been left to the local bodies to
appoint officers to look into and inspect food stufls, but as the local bodies have failed
in their duty, Government is now obliged to take this important work in
hands and for this purpose we are corresponding with the Commissioner.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Does Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury move his
Cut Motion ? '

[}

their own

He is absent so I am bound to put his Motion to the vote of the House.

The question is:

“That the provision of Rs.13,300 under Grant No.19, Major head—39.—Public
Health, Minor head—A.—Public Health Establishments-—(a)—Superintendence and
other Establishments, Sub-hcad—1.-—Pay of officers, Detailed head—Assistant Directors
of Public Health at page 105 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, ie., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.16,69.100 do stand reduced by Rs. 100,

The question was negatived.

Then does Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah, press his Motion ?

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : No, Sir, 1 beg leave of the House to with-
draw the Motion. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T hope the

¢ i : hon. Member has got leave of the
House to withdraw his Motion.

(After a pause.)
The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House. .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER:  Then does Dr. Terrell press his Motion ?
Dl'. C. (,;‘. 'l 1‘:1{1{1':]_1]4: N(’J, Sil‘, I I)(_‘g ]Cﬂ\-‘C 01‘ thc I'IOUSC tO. \Vitlldl'a.\\f the
Motion.
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER :

d : I hope the hon. Member has got leave of the o
to withdraw his Motion.

(After a pause.)
The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKXR: “Then does Srijut Buragohain, press his Motion ?
#Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN: No, Sir, I beg leave of the House
to withdraw the Motion.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member has got leave of the Houss
to withdraw his Motion.
(After a pause.)

The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House. ¥

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :  There was no request from the Hon’ble
Minister but on the contrary she opposed my Motion. If there is a request then I can -
withdraw, Sir. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The stage of making a request is passed I think.

- withdraw his Cut
Motion. So I am putting the question to the vote of the House.
" The question is :

“That the total provision of Rs.16,69,100 under Grant No.19, Major head—39.—.
Public Health, at page 104 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, ie., the amount oF
the whole grant of Rs.16,69,100 do stand reduced by Rs.100.”

The question was negatived.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Does Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya press his
Motion ?

*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: No, Sir, I beg leave of the House to
withdraw the Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 hope the hon., Member has got leave of the
House to withdraw his Motion. :

*Speech not corrected.
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(After a pause.)
The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then I am putting the main Demand to the vote

of the' House,

The question is :

“That a sum not exceeding
will come in the course ol payment during the year en

for the administration of the head <39 —Public Health’.
The question was adopted.

Rs. 16,69,100 be granted to defray the charges which
ding on the 3Ist March 1946,

GRANT No. 18.
(38—Medical)

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN ¢ On the recommendation of His Excellency

the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs. 15,23,000 be

granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
ending on the 31st March 1946, for the administration of the head “38.—Medical™.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

«That a sum not exceeding Rs. 15,23,000 be gran

will come in the course of payment during the year ending

the administration of the head «38.—Medical”.

There are as many as 16 Cut Motions to this Grant. Now reserving 20 minutes
for the Hon’ble Minister for reply I allot 25 minutes for Cut Motions to be moved
allowing 5 minutes to each hon. Member. Which are the Cut Motions to be moved ?

Srijut GHANA KANTA GOGOI: No. 8, Sir.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: No. 10.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am afraid that more than 5 Motions cannot be
moved, Verywell I will allow another Motion.
Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1T beg to
head—38.—Medical

move that the provision of Rs.1,99,847 under Grant No.18, Major
District Medical oflicers (total), at

Minor head—A.—Medical Establishment—(f).—
age 98 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, 7.c., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 15,23,000 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

My object in moving this Motion is to draw the attention of Government to the
question of revision of the scale of pay of the Assistant Surgeons. )

Sir, this question of the revision of the scale of pay of these officers is long overdue.
Their pay was fixed perhaps years ago when circumstances WeEre quite different from
those that exist at the present time. _ In those days the Assistant Surgeons had a virtual
monopoly of private practice in the stations where they were posted and therefore they
were rightly given a salary lower than that given to the members of other branches of
the Provincial Service. But now, Sir, there are private practitioners 1in each sub-
divisional and district headquarters where these officers are posted and therefore the
extra income that these officers get is considerably reduced.

Again, Sir, there is another thing. Thesc officers earn what they get out of
private practice only during the time that is available after doing their usual official
duties. Therefore if they earn anything at all that should not be taken into considera-
tion for the simple reason that they do so at the sacrifice of their personal comfort and

leisure.

Lastly, Sir, these officers before they can get into the service have to come at or
after 28 or 29 years of age whereas the members of other services are recruited at or
before the age of 25. Therefore it is a glaring injustice to these pcrsons who had to
spend as many as 6 to 7 or 8 years for their training in the Medical College after their
graduation and therefore they really deserve an enhanced salary.

5 With these few words, Sir, I commend my Motion for the acceptance of the
ouse-

Sryut GHANA KANTA GOGOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the

provision OfHRS- .lt:7l9’943d under Grant No. 18, Major head—38.—Medical, Minor

head—l_-Ba.t__aoesr‘ilOi Sofai‘:lkllc B élspensaﬂcs——-(.])——(}rants to Hospitals and Dispensaries

(total), at pag udget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.c., the amount of the

ted to defray the charges which
on the 31st March 1946, for
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whole grant of Rs. 15,23,000 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

My intention is to raise the question of starting two dispensaries, one at Lengari and
the other at Kumaranisiga. With regard to the first, I beg to say that there are scores
of villages in this arca populated by thousands of people. Communication of this
place is very bad and the people of this place can never get the help of a charitable
dispensary. The ncarest dispensary from Lengari is at Moran, situated at
of 10 miles, and the other is at Khowang, at a distance of about 13
suffer from curable disease and die for want of medicine and treatment. I beg to urge
that the people of these localities should be provided with two dispensaries.

Secondly, I beg to submit that Kumaranisiga is another rural centre, just lying at the
border of Dibrugarh and Zamira Mouzas. There are scores of villages and people of those
villages are not getting the benefit of a dispensary. These people have a right to have a
‘dispensary in that arca. 'I‘hcr(‘.iqrc I beg to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister
charge to the nccessity of providing a charitable dispcpsary‘in the
of my constituency and finally T would draw the attention of the Minister-in-charge to the
fact that if provision cannot be made for the two dispensaries immediately and othey dis-
pensarics in other centres where they may be badly wanted, tlu.:r_c should be provision for
moving dispeasaries fitted in motor vehicles and these should visit places at least once a
week, with necessary nu:(h_cmc.s and equipments, and cater to the suffering people of
these Jocalitics. With these few words I commend my Motion for the acceptance of the
House. . 5 .

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have two idcntical
Motions on two different matters wlncl_l .I shall move one by one.

I beg to move (1) that the provision of Rs.;‘la,:l-l() L111de1" Grant No.18, Major
head— 38.—Medical, Minor head--D.—Medical Colleges and bChoois‘“(U)-——l\’Iedical
Schools, SUb-h(‘.ad.——l.w—-ley‘oi Oflicers (total),_ ;:t page 101 of the Budgct, be reduced
by Rs.100, i.e., the ;111_1(_)unt ql the \—\-holc grant ol Rs.15,23,000 do_ stand reduced by Rs.100
and (2) that the provision of Rs.25,410 under Grant No.18, Major head—38.— Medica)
Minor head—D.—Medical Colleges and Schools—(b).—Medical Schools, Sub-head—
l—Pay of Officers (total), at page r}(}1 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, ;.. the
amount of the whole gf‘nutﬂol 11"{5;{1;}\’,;3&000-% st;u_ld rccclit_lccd b} Rs}.]OO ; s

object in moving the firs otion is to rais¢ a discussion about the ata
maan:/iIgg tlfc teaching Stllfﬂ _‘i"[ 111\0‘ }3‘3“‘ y{;mll'lml I&'écd}c.al‘ S_C_hOOl, I_Qibrugm’hI,m\b\?istsllltytﬁg
best av;}ilablc pcrsonncl ol the Assam Medica crvice, 1rrespective of t heir Seniority
in h%xi\l":cfl:lc Dibrugarh Berry-White  Medical School is the only institutje
Province in which medical education is imparted and the numerous G
Local Board dispcnsarlcs.ﬂ.lld also the tea garden hospitals in Ass
s from this institution. In the circumstances I say
poos rnment to see that best education is imparted
the Gg‘(’)‘; lcan only be imparted if the institution is manned
c}c}lllt"if;;vince_ Sir, I understand that the posts of teachers in the B
tSc(;lOOl carry a special pay of Rs.75—|100 per month. Ther;[’ore th
bly secured by those people who can ingratiate themselves with
of the fact whether those men are actually fit to hold these posts
coming to my ears that most of the personnel  holding
example, a man who hasa 11k1}1g for surgery is thrust u P
innocent about medicine is placed on it and vice zersa. This.arrangem::nt r}l:an who is
impaired the efficiency of teaching in this institution. as greatly

In these circumstances I urge upon Go_vernmcnt to see that thig reck]
is departed from. The policy that these prize posts should go only o thc €ss policy
favour of Government and who are expert in the art of pleasine .?S(; who gaip
should be abandoned and that best men irrespective of  thejy Senio?-itl heiy _Masters
should be placed in charge of the different subjects in this Institution Wi y Or.lul’liority
I commend my Motion for the acceptance of the House. 1th these words

My next Motion is about raising the status of the Berry-White Med;
that of a College. Sir, the hon. Members of this House are probapy .0
Province had no medical institution, and as such thpre were no doctoz-[s
Millions of people died for want of proper medical aid.

) : al a Feeling this ne
hropic British gentleman in Dibrugarh allotted his life’s savings for th

a distance
miles. People

-in-
se two important places

: N in the
Vernment ax

. ; 1d
e v}am get  their Supply of
1L1s the paramoypg duty of

€S posts gy
the authority ilt]}._‘l 5
Ornot, 1 jay
these posts g
Pon Anatom

al Schoo] to
aAware that our
n the Province
Cessity, a phijan,
€ ¢stablishment.
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gft;gorélledma] institution at Dibrugarh. "Sir, with that fund the ]_’mrr}_'-"\"]litt:_ Medical
e Iwas-started about 50 years ago. Since, then l'!l(.'dl(.':‘ll cduc::‘nnn Jxl)(-lr1g_1111l)artcd
e 4&:; institution to the students hailing from all parts of the Province, and, Sir, for the
years all the Government and Local Board dispensaries and the numerous tea
tgizrden hospitals have been getting their supply of medical personnel from  this institu-
ek Sir, as the hon. Members may know, the licentiate standard of medical education,
‘I;thh th{: students receive in schools all over India, was considerced not adequate to com-
at the diseases prevailing in this country. All over India this question was mooted as to
whether the present education that is imparted in medical schools was sufficient to
combat the diseases prevailing in this country. The Government of India therefore
by mea_ns of a legislation, #iz., the Indian Medical Councils Act of 1933, urged upon
the ['fmversities of India to fix such a standard of medical education as to satisfy the
Medical Council of India. In order to give eflect to the above decision the Central
GOchment called a conference of officials and non-officials of all the Provinces of
India at Delhi on the 7th and 8th November 1938. The confersnce recommended
that tl_'ze licentiate standard of medical education should be raised to that of the
collegiate standard. In pursuance of this direction of the Central Government, the
overnment of Assam called a conference of medical men of Assam and some Membérs
of the Legislature were invited to that conference. The cenlerence decided upon the
raising of the status of the Berry-White Medical School to that of a college and recom-
mended to the Assam Government that the work of raising the status-of the Berry-White
Medical School should be started forthwith, so that from 1943 the Government of
Assam might admit students. for collegiate education. But up to now, Sir, the
Government have not done anything to implement the reccommendation made by the
All-Assam Medical Education Conference. T beg to submit, Sir, that the All-Assam
Medical Council recommended this. in consonance with the direction of the All-India
Medical Council. But the Government have been negligent in implementing the
recommendation both of the All-India Medical Council, as well as that of the All-
Assam Medical Education Conference. Therefore I urge upon thc Hon’ble Minister
to take immediate steps to make provision in the next year’s Budget for raising the
status of the Berry-White Medical School to that of a college. ;
With these few words, I am leaving my Motion for proper examination by the
experts, and commend it for the acceptance of the Housc.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, I beg to move that the provision of
Minor head-—-D.——Medi-

Rs.1,11,231 under Grant No.18, Major head—38.—Medical, :
cal Colleges and Schools (total), at page 102 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e.,
the amount of .the whole grant of Rs.15,23,000 do stand reduced by Rs.100. .

The object of my moving the Motion is to censure Government for not starting the

medical institution at Sylhet. )

Sir, the question of starting a medical institution at Sylhet is not a new question
in this hon’ble House. This point has been raised times without number, but to no
the dearth of properly

effect. Sir, people are dying without treatment owing to :
qualiﬁed medical men; and of the small number of qualified persons In the Province .

most have been drawn iz_xto r'nilitary work. So, the condition has become worse at
the present moment. Sir, it has been admitted by Government that ‘‘the existing
buildings at Sylhet are capable of adaptation into a “Medical College. The district is
the largest in the ,I,Drovmce and consequently could easily provide clinical material for
teaching purposes . (I have quoted f_ror:r_L the Post-War Reconstruction Scheme, page 16).
Government admit that Sylhet district is the largest in the Province and there will be
sufficient c_hmc_al materials for teaching purposes. The building is there, Sir. Only the hos-
ital_bulldmg is lgcklnﬁ,bbt.lt the hostel buildings are there which can be converted into a
hospital. We, t g mhabitants of the Sylhet town gave an undertaking that we would
accommodate stut ints ARiour houses or find out private houses where they can stay.
Sir, at ﬁrStl'c‘iV? %O imOPLil,' then promises, but to no effect. It is high time that Govern-
ment should take immediate steps to start the institution from the next year. Sir, the
hole of the recurring expendit il ] ; . 2
who TR ure will not be required in the first year, but from the
fourth year 1 Y T recurring expenditure will be needed. So, Sir, Government
can very easily start the institution, and they are in a o h
2 Gt eari. Th position now to meet the expen-
diture of the first y ey should therefo
O B ass feww words. T com re start the school from the next year.
’ mend my Motion for the acceptance of the House.

B T TR
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Cut Motion moved :

1. “That the provision of Rs.1,99,847 under grant No.18, Major head—38.—
Medical, Minor head—A.-—Medical establishment—(b).—District Medical officers
(total), at page 98 ol the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, " ie., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.15,23,000 do stand reduced by Rs.100.”

2. “That the provision of Rs.1,79,943 under grant No.18, Major head—38.—
Medical, Minor head B .--Hospitals and. Dispensaries—(]J)—Grants to Hospitals
and Dispensaries (total), at page 101 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.15,23,000 do stand reduced by Rs.100.”

3. “T'hat the provision of Rs.25410 under grant No.l§, Major head—38.—
Medical, Minor head-——D.—Medical Colleges and Schools-— (0 .—Medical Schools,
Sub-head.——1.—Pay of Officers (total), at page 101 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.15,23,000 do stand reduced by
Rs.100-

4. ““T'hat the provision of Rs.25,410 under Grant No.18, Major head—38 —
Medical, Minor head—D.-—~Medical Colleges and Schools—(b).~—Medical Schools,
Sub-head-—1.--Pay of Officers (total}, at page 101 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.15,23,000 do stand reduced by
Rs.100.”

5. “That the provision of Rs.1,11,231 under Grant No. 18, Major head—38.—
Medical, Minor head—D.—Medical Colleges and Schools (total), at page 102
of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, e, the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.15,23,000 do stand reduced by Rs. 100,

Dr. C. G. TERRELL: Sir, T should like to say a few words in
the last two Motions we have listened to. I am sure both
the most sympathetic consideration of Government, and 1
will receive this. For a very long time both these projects have been under
consideration. The Berry-White Meaical School is an  old established institution,
and the desire has been expressed on very many occasions, which has my symparthy
and whole-hearted support—and 1 know ol the Members of this gronip,—that
everything possible should be done to raise Jtoat the earlisst possible opportunity
to a higher standard than it has attained so far.

As regards the proposal for the establishment of a Medical School at Sylhet,
that also in principle has our sympathetic support but consideration must also be given
and patience excrcised over, the actual difliculties connccted with the working of
the scheme at the present time, chiefly owing to the great difficulty of
of equipment. With thq best _\\'111 in the world, 1 d.o not tl}lnk it will be possible
to embark on a scheme like this at present and it is quite impossible to obtain
the necessary equipment for such institutions. I hope Government will do every-
thing possible at the right ti me to fulfil the ’dlnbltl'f)]l of the two Valleys in having
these medical schools and raising them at the earliest possible opportunity to higher
standard so that they may in due course take their stand alongside similar institu-
tions throughout India. ‘

May I just refer to the proceedings of the Committec
in Assam held in Shillong on the 27th November, 1939,
this for a great deal of very valuable information and

cerning thesc institutions and certain other matters dealing  with -the Medical
problems and policy in Assam. In view of this report having been published more
than five years ago, I should .llke to put forward a suggestion that possibly the
time has come, or may do_s.o in the near future, when 2a similar Committee may
sit again to review the position once more and bring the whole position up to date.

May I, in conclusion, just say one word in support of the Cut Motion under ®
Public Health moved by Mr. Aditya ? He has brought this subject of venereal disease
to the notice of the Members of this House on several occasions and notably in the last
Session of the Assembly. I rather feel that the subject has not received the support;
of the Members of this House, to the extent, T ﬂm‘quite sure, it really deserves. ¢
is perfectly true of all that is implied in this Cut Motion and 1 feel it should D&

support of
the projects deserve
am quite sure that they

the question

on Medical Education
and we have to thank
advice as to the policy con-
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LA th_e fullest support particularly at the present time, when as the inevitable result
of war time conditions this disease is so much on the increase.

It is f‘Our}d that, primarily, the best way of tacklig the problem is
e general public and I suggest that our Publicity Department might  be
and publicize the dangers assuciated with concealment of vencreal disease.

__For the rest we have the assurance of the Hon’ble Minister

clinics will be established to meet the.necessary requirements.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It will be admitted that the

by educating
interested

that  special

persons known as Compounders make a very large contribution to the  success
Ofthc.medical administration in the country. Now they do oractically the work
of Assistant Medical Officers, but their pay and prospect have never been receiving
the attention which-they deserve. The present salary is Rs. 30 to Rs. 40 per

mensem.
to ? The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Which Cut Motion the hon. Member is speaking
0 :

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I am speaking generally.

(4 voice— Cut Motion Number ?) irij

I am speaking on the Motion relating to Assistant Surgcons moved by Srijut BUSs
gohain  The success of the ‘Assistant Surgeons generally depends on the service which 18
rendered by the Compounders and we cannot seriously think of the increment of the salary
of Assistant Surgeons unless and until we take up the case of Compounders. Sir, thess
Compounders take temperature, count pulses and in some dispensaries they go even

to the length of taking slides for malaria and they administer chloroform. Without
their assistance, the Assistant Surgeons and Sub-Assistant Surgeons will be com-
attention

p]cte}y helpless. Compounders have been, from time to time, drawing the
of this Government to this particular grievance of theirs, but no serious notice has
been taken of the matter. We find in this year’s Budget that onc sclection grade
post has been created. The salary given is Rs. 40 to Rs. 50, but that will hardly
s?.tisfy the Compounders as a whole. Sir, their duties have been increased many
times more on account of the war situation. But apart from that on account of the
very arduous nature of their duties I would ask the Hon’ble Minister to increase
their scale of pay.

: Anotheér matter to which I would like to draw attention of Government
is the poor number of nurses we have in the Province. Whenever we give private
call to an Assistant Surge n in serious cases he will suggest that a nursc should
be called in and we cannot get a nurse. We have not got adcquatc number of
nurses. It is useless to merely have any college or school without any nurse.
thought the Hon’ble Minister when she took over charge would take up the
question of having more trained nurses and increase their number appreciably, but
I am very much disappointed that nothing has been done. Some people appre-
ciate her services, the valuable services she had rendered in the recruitmeut ©O
women volunteer service, but I am sorry that she has not taken enough interest in
removing our want of trai ned nurses.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: I thank Mr. R. K. Chaudhuri for
bringing in the Motion regarding Assistant Surgeons the qucstion of Compounders.
He says that the success of Assistant Surgeons dépends on the Compounders. I should
like to point out that there is a dispensary called Mohandijua, near Golaghat, where
there is no Compounder. The Sub-Assistant Surgeon has not been able to work
efficiently for want ofa Compounder. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will see that a
Compounder be appointed immediately for the dispensary. '

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will be brief in my
reply to the questions raised in the Cut Motions.

_ The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : - Twenty minutes time is reserved for “the Hon’ble
Minister. ] >

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN:  Brevity is my prerogative, Sir. I am onc of
those who believe in giving a high salary in order to cet the best and # it el i
out of officers. I admit that the pay of Assist Sge LU best ant ot o e
revision, but because it involves a broad S igsons thd Compounders deserves

b 8 road policy of Gowvernment namely, not to revise
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scales ol pay with a view to up grad: till after the war, Government cannot at this
stage take up the case of doctors and Compounders alone.  Such consideration will be
taken up alter the war, I hope.  We realise everyone is passing through difficult times
and because of that realisation Government have from time to time givea dearness
allowance and war allowance in order to supplement the pay of Government servants.
The hon. Mr. Chaudhuri is quite incorrect in saying that we made provision for selec-
tion grade for one Compounder alone. If he turns to the list of new schemes in the
Budget Memorandum, page XXV, he will find that we have made provision for pro-
motion to selection grade of 10 Compounders. 1 hope that this will give some sort-of
relief to the Compounders.

I am glad that at this late stage the hon. Mr. Chaudhuri had realised the import-
ance, of nurses. I he will turn to the same page . of the Budget Memorandum, he will
find that Government have made provision for employment of 21 nurses in the district
and subdivisional hospitals. 1 hope he is satisfied with these two provisions.

Coming to the Cut Motions moved by hon. M. Buragohain, he suggests open-
ing of more dispensaries. T will 1‘9!(;1‘ him to the. rules of the Local Self-Government
Manual wherein it provides that if and when local bodies start dispensaries,
the qucstion of Government help can come. So I‘ hope he will move his Lo
to start a new dispensary and Government grant will then be forthcoming.

As regards Cut Motion No.11 n:mved h}‘-' I\’ll.‘. Lakshesvar Borooah, it is our policy
to engage the most Sl{lt:l:bl‘c doclfn's for teaching in th_e Berry-White Medical School and
if my hon. Friend will inform (:ovcmmcn.t as to which doctor is not suitable to which
post Government will take necessary action.

then only
cal Boggd

Cut Motions Nos. 12 and 14 moved respectively by Messrs. Lakshesvar Borooah
and B. Mukherjec, are more diflicult to consider. If my hon. Friends

will refer to the Post-War l_{ccol‘lstruclim} bjChC_lncs they will find provision for the con-
version of the Sylhet Medical School btu]dmg mto a college. Just now it is not possible
and practicable to take up [)Olh_SChL‘mCS and it is our aim and endeavour to have a
medical colicge very carly here in Assam and that is why we have made provision for
both these schemes in the l’({sl—\\'a)u: Dt_‘\-‘u[o_pl.llcnt bchct:ncs, With regard to the Medical
School, Sylhet, Sir, the Hon’ble Prime  Minister had given in the

detailed history of this scheme from the very time the idea was started, that is from
1927, upto the present day. When L!“.: I)Il'c?ccccllngs ot the Council are in the hands of
the hon. Members they will find therein that Government have made every effort to
start the medical school in spite of 3 from successive Inspectors-General of Civil
Hospitals in Assam. I will rea‘c} out ‘thcn' several objections.  Colonel Phipson in his
note of 8th March 1941 says— Iam an uncompromising opponent of the scheme, on
the following grounds :— _ )

(a) It is unnecessary, as thc) existing medical school turns out more students than
can be found employment 1n the Province, and almost everywhere there is demoralising
competition among them for a livelihood. | ‘

() In my opinion, itis the clearest duly of Government not to duplicate
medical schools of the low stz.mdarcl of tl}e Bcrry-\\{hlte Medical School, but to raise
the standard of existing medical education even if it aspires no higher than to the
Licentiate standard. -

(¢) The provision of an adequatcly trained teaching st
bility, even as it is i1:1 Dibrugarh, since C_#overnmcu!: lave, for
doned the scheme of post-graduate training for Assist
presumably, the teaching stafl will be selcct-ed_

(d) The cost of such a scheme, even if the hostels are <rajded” will be out of all
proportion to the benefits which the province may be expected to derive from it, and
would, in my opinion, amount to a sheer waste of money which could far better be
spent in any of the directions in which the medical relief in this province has been
starved of funds for many years past.”

Then as regards the conversion of the hostels into a hospital he says: ¢ Although the
buildings are excellent as hostel buildings, their adaptation to hospital purposes can never
be as efficient as a hospital designed and constructed with the requirements of a hospital
in view, and there will be a great sacrifice of convenience in  many directions and the
element of makeshift, which has characterised existing civil hospital at Sylhet, and has
detracted from it: value, will thus be perpetuated though on another site.”

Upper House a very

aff' is almost an impossi-
many years past, aban-
ant Surgeons, trom among whom
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*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of information, Sir, is that
gentleman still the Inspector-Gencral of this Province ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : No, Sir.

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The. itis useless to hear it. What is
the attitude of the present Inspector-General ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Then his last scntence in this note is pathetic
because he was leaving the Province at that time and he said ““If this last note of mine as
Inspector General of Ciivil Hospitals were to assist the Hon’ble Minister to arrive at the
final decision to abandon the scheme for the Svlhet Medical School 1 should feel that
my 3} years in Assam had not been wasted.”

#Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE :  Is this the remark of the present Inspec-
tor General of Civil Hospitals ? :

#The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Have patience
please. You will be getting the remarks of all.

*Mr. BAIDYANAT MOOKER]JEE: From 1927 we are having patience, Sir.

We are impatient now.
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : The next Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals,

®  Colonel Hesterlow said @ .
f#f,uthe spresent SUEEESEOn 1o carried out, to have a medical school in Sylhet,

bereft of a hospital, and with what must be an inferior hospital, and a very doubtful
teaching staff, there can be only one result, a serious deterioration of the standard
of medical education and an institution which instead of being a cause of pride  may
very well turn out to be a source of humiliation to those who may be obliged to
pass through ijt, something which may be a thing to be ashamed of and which will be
held up by others as a constavt rcprgach to the province. I, therelore, find myself
d to agree completely with the views expressed by Colonel Phipson on this
subject and tO express the opnion that it would be far more desirable and profitable to
ng the standard and improving the teaching in the existing medical
._to construct a really efficient hospital in Sylhet on the plans of the
: me more or less and to utilise this proposal as a field for clinical training
of the existing medical school, during their final years of study in
addjtion and as part ofdt.hcu' course of training. The medical school and hospital
buildings in Sylhet may be disposed c,),l as'a school or college or offices, as being no
sary for a mcdipal school.
.- in spite of these remarks made by the two Inspectors-General of Givil
Hospita]s the Govern ment lnSI.?th on the next Inspector General of Civil Hosplta_ls to
e ah estimate of the cost of a medical school at Sylhet so that one com_lld be qglckly
make a hion. Colleague—Mr, Chakravarty—took a very keen interest in the

j;aglt)%(;él Il\?/f;yt in spite of his endeavours the then Inspector General of Civil Hospitals—
r )

: made the following remarks :—
Colo:‘lcti}v?t%c’;tiiew to prepare and submit to Government a revised detailed estimate of
I consulted Messrs. Bird and Tatlock Limited, Smith Stanistreet and Company,
cost, %~ h and Company, B. K. Paul and Company, Bathgate and Company and
ButterDutt and Company requesting all of them to furnish me with a price list of
s medicines and equipment absolutely necessary to start the Medical School at
vario All of the firms s{(_)t%onsn.‘ll.ted havg regretted that they could not furnish us with
'Otations fo mo;itlac.)ble Cdfi-; f}CleS owing to war conditions and some of the articles
ht not €v€ be a‘{) v Ii:ing the whole period of the war. It being so, it is not
m‘g.ble for me to sY mil : evised detailed estimate as desired by Government.”
POSSISO’ Sir, 1t 'seelmf;lfogl ;:CSTCIFXIStencc of the hostel buildings alone are not suflicient
to start the m.ﬁdlfvi ;skc Gl nzw“it' Men and equipment are also necessary.
Lastlys _Su“, 0L e Syibet Mﬂ;pector-General of Civil Hospitals—Colonel Dimond
his pin10t 2 he Syl o lcal. School, and his opinion is as follows :(—
for ersion ‘ig;oe t}:”o (itng}llld‘ngs into a Medical College.
I Octobrf;‘lr'nent o o valiizi;}{[f(:ghcal Council passed a resolution requesting the
41 Gover! overnments to abolish the licentiate medical

Centr '
* g :
peech not corrected.
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schools or else to raise them to the University standard  so that there would in future be
9511}’ onc uniform minimum standard of medical qualilication for the whole of India.
Jh_ls would mean that there would be one  All-India Register ftor doctors acceptable in
reciprocating countries—a most important n.easure. A number of Provincial Govern-
ments have accepted the invitation and in most provinces in India after 1948, the
Medic ] Schools will be a thing of the past. It is however for consideration if Assam
can at the present juncture of its history do without the Licenciate class. This., of
course, for purely economic reasons.  From reading the Sylhet Medical School ﬁl(;, if
gather that the consensus of opinion of the Ministers and the Public Health Department
is that the licenciate will - definitely continue  to have a place in the needs of the Assam
community and therefore while pressing strongly  for the adaptation  of the Sylhet
buildings into a College suggest  that the existing  Berry-White Medical School shiould
carry on until such a time as there is no lurther need for a medical school in this
Province.”

The question of having two Medical Colleges in the Province just now is a very
difficult question  for me  to give any assurance in the House and I would request the
hon. Members to withdraw their Gut Motions. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Does Srijut Surendra Nath Buragohain press his
Cut Motion ?

*Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN: No, Sir, I like to withdraw my
Motion, and I ask leave ol the House for it,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member ieave of the House to
withdraw his Motion ?

{(After a pause)

The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Does Srijut Ghana Kanta Gogoi press his Cut
Motion ?

*Srijut GHANA KANTA GOGOI: I would like to withdraw my Cut Motiomn,
Sir. I beg leave of the House to with draw it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. Member

Pl

: - leave of the House to
withdraw his Motion

(After a pause)
The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House. .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah fbes s ik
Motions ?
#Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: No, Sir, Ibeg leave of the House to
withdraw the same.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Membe: has leave of the House to
withdraw his Motions ?
(After a pause)
The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Does Mr. Mookerjee press his Cut Motion ?

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: In view of the request from the Hon’ble
Medical Minister, I like to withdraw my Cut Motion with the leave of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member has leave of the House to
withdraw his Motion.

(After a pause)

The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House.

*Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, in view of the fact that prices of
medicine and other things have increased the Government have also been pleased to
enhance their amount for dearness allowance and other allowances. Now, may I
request the Government whether they think it proper to consider enhancement of their
grants as regards subsidised dispensaries ? :

* Speech not corrected,
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; ,”'w Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : That has already been done in the current
year’s Budget, Sir, .
questli:f I.SI_:IOn,bIC the SPEAKER : T now put the main Grant as a question ;- the
will “Thag a sum not exceeding Rs. 15,23,000 be granted to defray the charges whi_ch
th Cc?m.c Bt ‘h? course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 19 16, tor
€ administration of the head ¢38.—Medical’.”
_'1 he question was adopted.

GRANT No 24
(47.— MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENTS)

'I:he Hon’ble -Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: On the recommendation
of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a
sum  not exceeding Rs. 1,35,400 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the_ course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1946, for
the admlvmsl;ration of the head “47.—Miscellancous Departments™.

Now, Sir, there are five Cut Motions relating to minor head (B)— Labour—and my
Hon’ble Colleague the Minister-in-charge of Labour will deal with them.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

_ “That ‘a sum not exceeding. Rs.1,35,400 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March
1946,_ for the administration of the head ¢47.— Miscellaneous  Depart-
ment'.” =

éthink only two Cut Motions are going to be moved out of
the 6.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: I beg to move that the provision of
Rs.35,181 under Grant No 24, Major head-—47.—Misccllaneous Departments, Minor
head—B.—Labour (total), at page 132 of the Budgct, be reduced by Rs.100,
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 1,35,400 do stand reduced Dby Rs. 100.

The object of my moving the Motion is to raise a discussion about the urgency of
assisting labourers in establishing Trade Unions under the ‘Trade Union Act.

Sir, since the memory of the present generation can carry us back we know
that this Province has been inhabited by a large Jabour population  both Agricul-
tural and Industrial. With the introduction of Reforms into this Province neces-
sity was felt by the Government of Assam to get as the vast labour population
rcprescntcd in the Legislature. In_the Mor]cy-M{nto Reforms the wvast labour
population had their representation in the person of an cmp]oycc. As such severest
ossible violence was done to constitutional law and practice. I understand to my
sprprise that the Government of Assam proposed to continue the same constitutio-
nal anachronism by proposing an employer to represent labour under the present
Reforms, but the Homnourable Parliamentary Commissioner (sic) was not persuaded to
accept the recommendation and urged representation of the vast labour popula-
“tion through the franchise of th‘C labourers. As a result of this accommodation of
the Honourable Parliamentary Commissioner (sic) we are having 4 representatives of
Labour in Assam under conditions which can hardly be said to be free from the
influence of their employers.

The vast tea garden la_bour population are kept in such a way as to prevent
them to come 1r}11 contacli with the outside world. They are kept in such a way as
aot to enable Eem to know what their rights are and how best they can have their
rights safeguarded.

1 take this olilportumty to urge on the employers of whom we have a fairly large
rcprcsentatmn in this H(_Juse tha't t_he policy so far adopted by them with regard to
handling labour 1s not in keeping' with the spirit ol democracy four maintenance
of which they in their homeland are flowing rivers of blood, blasted millions and
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i individuals and families. Tt pains me to say lha‘t‘ _our. G(W(:ln::(:]: anrg
millions of individua .\i' . t.e., putting all kinds of obstacles in a_spon\an Of" a
e the i of I-)‘l] l('}-‘un-it;x'ts. The externment 1'utl_1(‘r ‘thc I?an[!shm'%l}tqo ;nnu..
healthy growth of l.l‘J.[Tlfl the name of Defence of India s pl‘oo ]‘)(?:-1’[1\-(, o EHZ
eabe lﬂl)ﬂlll_‘ ICl“h'llbll)ur Binoy Bhusan C}hukrm'ar_ty do in l)-l-l. L.\C(:pt ]movmh
o (lh( - force to assist them i formll}g lnbour_ unions ;- w la]t were
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The cumulative effect of all_this persecution arid prosecution can only bhe to stifle the
growth of trade unionism-in this Province. So, I want to know from Government
what their attitude is towards this movement. Whether they consider 1t an illegal
movement or whether this movement has any place in their scheme of the amelioration

of the lot of labour ? :
Then, Sir, I would like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge

to the poor physical condition of the labourers due to mal-nutrition. We  know  that
many enquiries have recently been held and experts are of opinion rhat these labourers

are at present really in a very poor state of health. It is well known that Government
derive a very large income from the Tea Industry in the shape of agricultural income-

tax : do they not realisc that this income is derived mainly out of the sweat and blood

of the tea garden labourers ? So, it is the sacred duty of Government, Sir, to satisfy
themselves about the lot of these poor labourers and to take all possible steps to have )
it improved. At present, they are simply leaving them to the tender mercies of the
employers ; I do notsay employers as a class are callous 2 nd indifferent to labour.
But we have nevertheless deep-rooted suspicions because employers have been found to
be more anxious about earning their own profit than about improving the condition of
the labourers.

Now, Six, I want to know what the position is with
of tea labour on the Local Boards. There are about 12 to 13
labour in this Province. I want to know from Government whet
been made to secure their representation on the Local Boards.
relating to labour demand our notice, Sir. But unfortunately, there is no time available
for discussion. It is a pit; that the time allotted for such an important subject is so
meagre. I have reluctantly therefore to cut short my observations in support ol the
Motion moved. I hope, however, the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge will give definite
answers to thc threc main points that I have raised.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Specaker, Sir, I should like to thank Mr. Chanda
for supporting the Motion of Mr. Borooah. One reply is that the only Trade Union
in Assam which secured an interview with Mr. Rege of the Central Government
Commission who is enquiring into the condition of labour in all industrial districts
was the Cha-Bagan Union of Silchar. This fact would suggest that the general
allegations made by Mr. Chanda are not truc of all Trade Unions in this Province.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Does Mr. Whittaker know how many workers
of the Trade Unions have been hounded out-of their normal sphere of activities ?

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : I am not speaking about how many Trade Unions are in
but in the case of this Union certain oflicers were particularly required to
the Commissioner of the Government of India by the Government of Assam

regard to the representation
lakhs of tea garden
her any provision has
Various other matters

existencep

interview :
for the purpose of representing the case of the tea garden labourers. i
Secondly, I come to Mr. Chanda’s point about malnutrition. None denics the
d we deplore this as much as

existence of sub-nutrition among tea garden labourers an : :
anyone. hat we do deny, however, is the existence of a greater g]egl-cc of" sub-nutri-
tion among teca garden labourers than among the ordinary village people. The g
standard of nutrntion howeyer low it may be on certain gardens, is still higher than
in many villages of neighbouring areas. If the CGovernment of Assam import more |
foods of 2 standard which will raise the nutrition level, we shall be extremely glad to i d
purchasc them on behalf of the T'ca Industry

M; ARtUEiI‘éI{}?’IﬁR ?HfAll\ID]A: 1 How about the carnings of labour ? What is
being done 9 Cihdll ‘Dut. ol the Jcve into which they have sunk ?

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : If Mr. Chanda would als?(’) look to the earnings he will
Gnd that in certain dlst_rlcts their wages have increased. )
Thirdly, Sir; the Tea Industry would welcome proposals for strengthening the
Labour Dcpa&r‘tment o thati* can do its job. In my opinion, the present Labour
Depart_r_nent Bl}l{;thIa]}ﬁLJch of dmng the job for the people it was created to serve.

_S“Jm Ij“ed W {ME:/IQR CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I support the
Motion mo 'lyd oo s o] e"J"‘@- T]}e ‘Brittamanjuri’ is a very valuable book and
has been comi)lﬂe, I; ter a greal deal of cares and troubles by an ancient and venerabl
gentlcm.an- rnk it is only due to mistake or omission that no provision 1155 ‘bceu
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made for printing of this Look because I know that the Hon’ble Pirime Minister him-
self is in sympathy with the author of this book and he gave him hopes for printing of
this book. I would suggest that the Hon’ble Minister will make the necessaiy graus
and if necessary, come forward with a demand for supplementary grant in course of
these days.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
this year we tried to include this sum in the Budget, but funds could not be provided.
I can assure my hon. Friends that we will try to do this in the next year’s Budget.

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I have to thank those hon. Members who have shown their great concern for
the labour. At the same time, Sir, I must thank my hon. Friend, Mr. Whittaker,
who has replied to many of the points raised by some of the hon. Members. I
am rather glad, Sir, that Mr. Whittaker is really possessed of facts as I am
being in charge of the Labour Department.

Sir, my hon. Friend, Mr. Lakshesvar Borooah, has raised a very big question—
whether the employers should be the representatives of the labourers. Sir, under
the present Constitution it is so and unless the Constitution is changed, I think
the Department cannot be expected to make any changein the existing conditions.
But, Sir, we all hope that after the conclusion of the War changes in the Constitution
are coming and the points raised on the floor of the House about the labourers
will not be overlooked Dby the authorities at that time.

Now, Sir, my hon. Friend, Mr. Chanda, spoke about the point raised by
my hon. Fricrnd Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah regarding the movement of Trade Union
workers. I don’t know, Sir, whether he was present an the day my hon. Friend
Comrade Karuna Sindhu Roy moved an Adjournment Motion regarding the mis-
use of the Defence of India Rules. The Hon’ble Prime Minister ga\-} a véry relevant
reply to that and I think that reply covers the point now. Sir, Mr. Chanda
also said that the Trade Unions woikers are being harassed by the Police. 1
don’t think, Sir, that all the Trade Unions, are real Trade Union and are looking to the

" welfare of the labourers. If ithas_not got any political motive behind it, I think
Police has got nothing to do with it to interfere with the normal working of
workers of the labour union. But, Sir, we know that under the shield of that
name certain people try to create trouble among the labourers to satisly their own
end and on that case, Sir, Po!.n_:c 1s compelled to take action.

Then, Sir, about mal-nutrition of labourers. It has been rightly pointed out
by Mr. Whittaker that even the non-labour class is worse sufferer than the
labourers and this is due to mal-num-tmn,_ But. Government are importing food as
far as possible from outside _and ‘making it available to the people. I think, Sir, as
the Government is carmest 1n this matter, with the improvement of war conditions
things will automatically improve and there will not be any further complaints irom
any quarters about this. ~ ° i

‘Then about the carning capacity of the labourers. T would say that this war
has given great opportunities to the people to earn money which they could not
dream _ before. An ordinary labourer is quite capable of earning Rs.3 to 4 a day
Even Iknow that many labourers Il:om tea gardens were taken in military projects
and they have earned very substantial amounts. We all know that many labourers
who could have hardly two meals a day have come out from the various projects with
large sums of money. Some are hoardmg.and some are squandering. I do not agree
that the conditions of the labourcrs-are in any way bad when there are so many
sources of earning on account of the war.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR 'CHANDA: Does the Hon’ble Minister <uooest tht
Jabourers should be given the option to leave the gardenulzn]zlhm;utlo ::-l(f’;ktsihntlzhc
military projects? - =

The Hon’ble Srijut HTIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Yes. they have
been allowed to leave the garden and go to military projects .

As regards the representation in the Local Boards uni]cr the present constitution
we have nothing to do and unless the constitution js (’:h.angcd, 1 J})]m the ligiumatle
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The very same question was raised by

demand of the labourers cannot be met.
Mr. -Ahir, the other day and we have

the labour representative {rom Cachar,
realised his feeling in this matter.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Docs Mr. - Mookerjec press his Motion ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: No, Sir. I beg leave of the House to

withdraw the Motion.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Docs Srijut Lakshesvar Barooah press his Motion?

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BAROOAH: No, Sir. I ask for leave to withdra

the Motion. ;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I hope the hon. Members
House to withdraw their Motions.

The Motions stani withdrawn with the leave of the House,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now with regard to the complaint of Mr. Chanda
that only 15 minutes were given to this grant, | may tell him that this time was
allotted in consultation with  the leaders of the different groups. If any suggestion
for more time was made I would have certainly allotted more than 15 minutes to
this Demand. To accommodate all the Demands within the days allotted by

His Excellency the Governor this time was allotted to this Demand.
* Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: More days may be allotted for

voting on Demands for grants. ) . ]
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: T quite realise the difficulties of the hon.
Demands for grants arc. too

Members in that the days allotted for discussion of thz
inadequate.. I am putting the main question,
The question is: _
«That a sum not exceeding Rs.

which’ will come in the coursc of

charges I SC_ j
on the 3lst March, 1946, for the administration ©

Department’. -
The question Was adopted.

have leave of the

1,35,400 be granted  to defray the

payment during ﬂthc year ending
f the head <45 .—Miscellaneous

GRANT No. 35

(LOA\!S AND ADVANCES BEARING AND NON-BEARING INTEREST)

The Hon'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: On the recommenda-
tion of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg, Sir, to.move that a sum
not exceecing Rs.8,00,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in th¢
course  of payment _during the year ending On the ~31st March, 1916, -for the
administration of the head ““L.oans and Advances” .

‘The. Hon’hle the SPEAKER : Motion moved : )
¢¢That a sum not exceeding Rs.8,09,000 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the cOurse of payment during the year ending on the 31st. March, 19460,

for the administration  of the head “Loans and Advances’.” "
ber propose to move his

There is only one Cut Motiont. Does the hon. Mem

Motion ?
. Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: No, Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then I am putting it ag a question :
< That a sum not exceeding Rs.8,093000 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1946, for

administration of the head ‘Loans and Advances’’«—

the :
The question was adopted, -
- Spcech not gorrccted.
Babu hKAR.U_N_A SH}IDHU ROY to move:—
That the provision of Rs. 25,000 under’ : & for
t Py er’ grant  No. 35, Major head—Loans and Advances;
etc., 'Mml?tric?nlc’lorta'FuIr:gins tamd Adv_anccs by the Provinc,‘.ial Government, Sub-head-——Loans t:)
Munéimgadlb 21007 e ;h:-e.’ Detailed head—I.oans to Local Bodies, at page 156 ot the Budget,
be reduced by 158200, 7103 amount of the whole grant of Rs.8,09,000 do stand reduced by Rs.100.
fice by Government in spite of

Non- removal of Chairman of Silchar Municipal Board from o

severc stricture passed on him by three Civil Court Judges.)




1045] ‘ ADJOURNMENT 689

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjournead till 11 Anv, on Tuesday, the 20th March, 1945,

SHILLONG, A. K. BARUA,
The 2nd Fune, 1945. Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.

A, G. P. (L.A.) No.13-—123 4 2—6.5 1945,



