Proceedings of the Sixteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative

Assembly, assembled under the provision of the Government of India Act,
“1935

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 2 p. m. on Friday, the
16th March, 1945.
PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and Sixty-Six hon. Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(TQ which oral answers were given)
3 Distribution of Woolen Cloths

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

*133. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The quantity of woolen cloths imported by Government direct or through
b) picalers in the Province during 1944 ?
( 0(} ?ﬂgc{iﬁs\f&zs%pted by them in distributing the same in each district
T I?,f)”_blleoﬁﬁal‘jll;“’{( Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
ar, Lakhimpur and Knh.et.s. s Naga Hills, 23,000 blankets in all for Darrang, Sibsa-
i enc BesFi)des ihisse GOaSl and Jaintia Hills were imported through Civil Supply
g 1 g ds were vernment have no informatjons as to what other varieties of
WoeCh go‘()b) wThe;én‘Eg:teg_I)Y_]dcalers in the Province during 1944. "
=, € distr : i
District Officers to the most nelc:ld);1 §i~;§;gugll wholesalers and retailers appointed by

-List of Articles Supplied to Security Prisoners
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY askeq -

*134. (\’V)ill\’vcilol’ﬁrnment be pleased to stare
a ethe £ i
sccurig ;ari};r?f t.he articles included in the list of requirements for the
the Assemhb) e? o Assam, laid on the tablefof the hon. Members of
Baidyanath &Onkre_ply to starred question No. 158 (¢) asked by Mr.
Okerjee, M.L.A., in the November Session of the

Assembly, 194
(b) If not, w}li’y ? 4 has beep supplied ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAFMA b
replied :

4. a) & (b)—-sub'ect i
33&3(1 tgne answer is inJ thet;)mrr:odlﬂ_cations where the articles indicated could not be
procy by KARUNA SINDHY peadve. '

Babu

not be pr cHre ’b']e Srijut RUP
n ; T b
¥ The HoO NA H BRAHMA: They may not be availabledn the

market. A SIND
Babu %ﬁéﬁilc\il HU ROY . May I know the names of the articles which
P

were not e ———
//—

z o T
T Speech net corrected,

May I know why some of the articles could
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T The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA :
there were and unless and until T make f{urther
T Srijut GAURIKANTA TALUKDAR: Will Government be pleased to put
immediate pressure on the jail authorities to supply sufficient articles ?

T The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA :  That will be looked into.
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY :

Is it not a fact that the articles not supplied
are more than the articles supplied ?
T The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA :

1 am not quite sure what variations
enquiry, I cannot say that now.

I am not peepared to accept
that.

Re Shortage of Cloth Supply
Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :
*135. (a) Are Government aware of the acute shor:age of cloth supply in every
part of Surma Valley at present ?
(6) If so, will Government be pleased to state what steps, if any, are being
taken by them to ensure supply of the same ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL
‘185, (a)—Yes, there isa shortage of t : h
_(b)—Government lrflvc made Lements for the procurement
and distribution of the Province’s monthly quota in
suitable agencies.

an organised manner through
+ BabudDAKSH'ItI}\I_A RIAI\IUAIN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May we know the
roximated time within w 1ch the quota is like] to arrive i 1 : 5

app 1 The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir N UHA?\ZIA,-[Alﬁ‘&;'}\];{i?g"f““ :

shipped daily from Calcutta by Messrs Shaw Wallace and Com ;

200 bales per day.

At Distrlbuti(m of Cloth and Yarn in Kamrup District
Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked -
*136. Will Government be pleased to state—-

(@) The present quantities of periodical a]
distribution of cloth and yarn to each
district ?

(6) Through whom those allotments are supplied to the local dealers in
cach subdivision of the Kamrup district ?

¢)  Whether the said allotments are bein lied i t

© the local dealers ? 8 supplied in full and regularly to

(d) When the last issues of clo

A replied :

» transport

It is being
Pany on an average of

lotments in their scheme for
of the subdivisions of Kamrup

at period the
(e) The steps taken by  Governmeng :

; : 1t 'O ensure regular supply of full
e said distige 3 medities o and by che supplying Agents of
(/) Whether cases of selling cloth abo
' stocking and selling clot]
to the authorities concern
(g) If so, what action hag been ta

AL 2 on those reports ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Salyld Sir RIUHAMI\{[

e WA replied :

136. (a)_ThC Subdivisions of _Karnrup district like all other Subdivisions of the .
Province will receive a quota according to thejy Population oyt of it of 100
bales received in the Province, Ol every unit o

(6)—The system followed so far has been :
procured cloth privately were allowed to sell or distribﬁi]tag’itw?,ilcﬂthose dlealersrs;v hoc;
business, those dealers who received any allotments ag distribut; e usual cou o
of cloth procured with the . help of Government distribuL buting agents in resp

directions of the local officers. Tn Patitre” the ted or sold it under the

- ; s +0-07 i ieties .of
dealers will function as the chstrlbuting agents. perative wholesale Socicti

were issued ?

T Speech not corrected.,



538 QUESTIONS [16th MAR.

allotments have
authorised agents
the Province.

(¢)—The question does not arise as no fixed and assured
“yet been made. Government distribute whatever quantities their
are able to procure from time to time on a population basis in all parts of
was made in December 1944, in respect of the

(d)—The last allotment
A further allotment will shortly be made.

purchases made in November 1944.

(¢)-—There are no supplying agents in any district.  Government have
appointed a small number of procuring agents, who send the share of each Subdivision
to one or more distributing agents nominated by the local officers or sclected by the

Provincial Textile Commissioner.

(f)—Yes.
g)—Government sanctioned the prosecution of the dealers concerned under
the Cotton Cloth and Yarn Control Order.

TSrijut GHANASHYAM DAS: TIs it a fact that the November quota in the
Barpeta Subdivision has been given to one Marwari gentleman at Nalbari for distri-
bution ? n
+ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I want notice
of that. It is a new question.

Re Stock position of food stuffs in the Province

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

#137. Will Government be pleased to state—

ity of each of the rationed commoditics in stock on the

(a) The total quant
1945, in each Subdivsion of the Province.

31st January

(b) The total quantity of cach of the same required weekly in each Subdivi-
sion of the Province ? '

(¢) The total quantity of each imported rationed commodity actually received
during the months of November and December 1944 and January
1945 (to be shown Subdivision by Subdivision and month by month) ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
137. (a)—A statement of stock position as it stood on 1st February 1945, is placed
on the Library table.

(b)—1It cannot be ascertained as no separate account is maintained for the
purpose.

(¢)—A statement is laid on the table.

T Speech not corrected,
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1045.] QUESTIONS 541
Re Srijut Harinarayan Barua, a prisoner in Sunamganj Jail

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

*_138. (a) .Will qugrnmcm‘be pleased to lay omr the table a chart showing the
fortnightly weight of Srijut Harinarayan Barua, a prisoner now lodged in Sunamganj
Jail from ‘1st January 1944 up till now ? - 3

(b) Do Government propose to release him owing to his ill health ?
(¢) If not, why not ?

The Hon’b-le, Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

138. (a)—The prisoner has been in the Gauhati Jail since 22nd December 1944.
His weight was 171 Ibs. on each occasion of the fortnightly weighment taken during the
months of January and February last.

(b) & (¢)—The Questions do not arise as the prisoner is in d healt
f Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Are we to understand thgz:)tohe ilsegoil:lio be
released because of his good health ? _
 The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Not on medical
grounds, surely. A .

Bus Service between Habiganj and Shaistaganj

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked: 2
. *139.(a) Are Government aware that since the Shaistaganj-H
the Bengal and Assam Railway was abolished, bus service h;s
gers traflic from Habiganj to Shaistaganj and back ?
(b) If so, how many buses are allowed to run daily
the buses runin a day ? /
: {¢) Will Government be pleased to state the total
ed quarterly for the purpose ? '
(d) Are Qovemment aware that serious hardship is caused to the passengers
on account of scarcity of accommodation in those buses each time ?
(¢) Is it a fact that adequate number of buses is not placed on the line every

abiganj branch of
been opened for passen-

and how many times

quantity of petrol sanction-

time ?

(/) Are Government aware of the fact that there is persistent agitation
among the local public over this statc of affairs ?

(g) If so, do Government propose to remove the difficulties by allowing
more buses to be run each time every day on the said route ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied : -

139. (¢)—VYes. This service has been running for a number of years,

~ (b)—14 buses are allowed to run for 17 trips each way daily.
‘ (c)—1864 gallons of petrol quarterly. )

(d) and (¢)—An adequate number of buses have permits on the line and as
many as possible can run daily according to the amount of petrol allowed. When
more petrol is made available more trips will be run by existing buses, which are
adequate to deal with all trafﬁc. demands.

(f)—No such agitation has been brought to the notice of the Authority con-
cerned. _

)—Does not arise. _

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it not a fact that, for want of sufficient quantity
of petrol, trips, which are now allotted on the road, are not sufficient ?

t The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : As I have
already answered, 17 trips each way daily have been allowed. It has not been brought
to the notice of Government that with the petrol allowed these trips cannot be run.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Is it not a fact that on many occasions they’
ubmited applications to.the Superintendent of Police, Sylhet.

1 k T Speech not corrected.



542 QUESTIONS [16th MAR.

+ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I am not aware
of that. He has not sent them up,

+ Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Will Government be pleased to make an
enquiry whether there were public representations to the Superintendent of Police,
Sylhet, to look into the actual difficulty of the people and to allot more petrol for in-

crease of the number of trips ?
#+ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Very well, I will

make an enquiry.

Deaths caused to Civil population by Military Vehicles
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

* 140. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statcment showing

i) the number of deaths caused to civil population of the Province being knocked down

by Military cars during the period beginning from 1939 up till now ; (i7) the names of
the deceased persons with names of places where such accidents took place ; (i) the
dates of such occurrence in each case ; (i) the amount of compensation given to the
families of the deceased  persons stating names to whom such compensation has been
given ; and (z) the names of families of the deceased persons who have not got any
compensation, though applied for ?
*141. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that Srijut Govinda Ram Bhuyan, a retired Govern-
ment servant was knocked down at Gauhati by a Military car
;)191 the 7th August 1944 and died subsequently on the Ist October
44. :
> (b) Whether itis a fact that the culprit driver while .running away was
detected by two Military officers who were in the vicinity
and was compelled by them to take the wounded to the Military
Hospital ?
(¢) Whether any statement was recorded by the Military officials from the
deceased before his death ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that some forms for making claims were given
to the sons and daughters of the deceased by the Military
officers ?

(¢) Whether the forms were later filled up and sent to the proper
quarters ?

(f) Whether it is a fact that the compensation promised to be given to the
orphans have not yet been given ?

(g) Whether Government propose to start thorough enquiries regarding the
aforesaid case and arrange for substantial compensation to be given to
the sons and daughters of the deceased.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied:

140.—The total number of cases reported in this period was 321. The Police
Department has not been concerned with the assessment and payment of compensation
and the particulars under headings (iv) and (2) are not therefore available at present.
Government do not consider that it would serve a useful purpose in the circumstances to
give names and dates at present. The Military authorities have recently established
a Claims Commission with a representative in the Province and the cases which remain
unsatisfied will be taken up with him. 5

+ Babu KA™UNA SINDHU ROY: May we know which Department is
:;oncetr:;ed for the assessment and payment of compensation, if not the Police Depar-
ment ?

1 Speech not corrected.



1945] QUESTIONS 543

T The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The Military
have established a Claims Commission. T hey will be dealing with the matter. If

any case is brought before the Provincial Government it will be placed before the
Commission. : :

141.—(a)—Yes.

(b)—Government are only aware that the driver concerned was a member

of the U. S. A. Forces and the case was investigated by U.S. Military Police.
(¢)—1It is understood that this is so.

(d)—Yes.
(e)—Yes.
(f)—VYes.

g)—Gévernment will take the matter up with the Claims Commission.
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Sir, is it not a fact that the sons and daughters
of the deceased had submitted a petition to the Hon’ble Premier on the 8th December
last ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Sir, As I
said, Government will take up the matter with the Claims Commission,

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: When they will ‘get the compensation,
")
"The Hon’ble Maulavi S

alyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, wo ar
in correspondence.

T Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : -

L _ - Y _1\*Iay I know, Sir, who is the representative
of the Province in the Claims Commision *

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, I think, my
Hon’ble Friend h_as misunderstood the position. The Claims Commission has sent
their representative to Assam. We have no representative of ours with this Commis-
sion.

Sir

e already

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answer were lajd on the table.)

Re Karimganj Chanda Sanmilanee

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

104. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they received copies of
resolutions passed in a meeting of the Karimganj Chanda Sanmilanee held on the
19th July 1944 ?

- (b) Isita fact that this is an unrepresented Casge among the Caste Hindus

in Government Service ? A

(¢) Isit afact that Babu Satyendra Kumar Chanda, 5.a., (Hon.) was
nominated in the year 1944, by Ehc Assam Public Service Commission for Subordinate
Services ? ) _ ‘ ‘ 1

{d) X3 @ fant thatt 11 tl now his claim for appointment has been passed
over in favour of candidates below him in the ljgt approved by the Assam Public
Service Commission ?

(¢) Do Government propose to consider his case ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
104. (a)—The answer is in the negative. '
(b)—Government have no information.
do not extend to the separation of s
castes among the Caste Hindus.

The reser

! vations for communities
pecific quotas  for

sub-divisiong such as particular

T Speech not corrected,
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urteenth in the list of Surma Valley Hindus.
enquiry is being made
to obtain all their

E?)__‘—YES : he was placed fo

R '—-Govc.rnment have no reason to suppose so :

ANSWers. S appointing authorities but it will take time
was for the Subordinate

appointments.

that the candidates

appointment while

: (¢)—As already stated, the recommendation
Ser_"g;}s;uf‘OrRXhlch Govcrgmcnl do not themselves make the
T BINDRA NATH ADITYA . Isit not a fact, Sir,
i in the list of the passed candidates have already got the

The HS.C in the top of the list have not =

£ it Sie on’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am not aware
~of it, Sir, it.is a new question.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA:
pleased to enquire into the matter, Sir ?

e Tg:f Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAM MAD SAADULLA: I require notice
EoIT

Will the Hon’ble Prime Minister be

Stock position of Standard cloth and Foodstuffs

Babu KARUNA SINDH ROY asked:
105. Will Government be pleased to state—
(z) The amount of profit made by Government |
(ii) salt, (iii) Kerosene oil, (i) sugar,
Afta and flour, to the public during the period [rom
to 31st January 1945 ?
() The amount in stock of each of

the 31st January 1945 ?
(¢) The quantity of each of the aforesaid articles fixed for each of the people

of rural areas to be included in the ration card ?
Saiyid.Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
105. (a)—Balance sheet is drawn up for the whole scheme of procurement and
distribution under <806 A—Capital outlay-——Grain Storage Scheme and Standard cloth
and loss and profit is not worked out monthly, commodity by commodity. Figures of
profit and loss during January 1 914 to January 1945, cannot therefore be supplied.
(b)—A statement showing the stock excluding Kerosene oil, the stock of which
the agents of the B. O. C. and 8. V. O. (. asit stood on 1lst February
d on the Library table. |
s not been introduced in rural areas and no limit has been
fixed for any of the foodstuffs except salt which is half a seer per head per month.
Babuw KARUNA -SZINDHU ROY: With regard to (¢), Sir, will the Hon’ble
Prime Minister contradict me when Isay thatnot a single person is getting 1 seer

of salt per head in the district of sylhet ?
e forplet ManildvisSaiyid _Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Sir, I am

d to contest th.iS‘Sifatemcnt- Our reports from the district authorities are that
})Ifezﬂ?:sst all the Subdivisions § seer of salt is allowed per head.

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Sir, so far as Nowgong is concerned, they

; only 3 chhataks and in some cases 4 chhataks only instead of 8 chattacks

are getting : i
d by the Hon’ble Premier.
as allowe Y’blc—: Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That is giving

on i
rzlzll%ig:l’i to m However, I will see to it.

by selling—(?) Standard cloth,
(v) Dals of various kinds, (i)
1st January 1944

the aforesaid articles in each district on

The Hon’ble Maulavi

remains with

1945, is place
i c __Rationing ha

info e, Sir.
ke Comrade Moni Roy, a Communist Worker of Silchar

Rab KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:
0? u ok Government be pleased to state— _
22 hy, Comrads g tlon: Roy, a Communist worker of Silchar, has been

e};iterrlcd from Cachar district in February 1945 ?

e



them is occupying one compartment with his family ?
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() Whether Government propose to withdraw the ban on aloresaid Commu-
nist worker ?,,
(¢) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied : :

106. (a)—The hon. Member appears to be misinformed. If he alludeF to Srijut
indra Nath Roy, Government understand that he was externed by order of the
Manllldré- mi sioner Cachar, some time in 1942 and that his home is in Habig
i Oc;n I{n ‘Shis c\';ernmcnt was that he was one of a number of persons w
't]cﬂ)h(c]ggl(:}::lon(ilhe gr(;und of undertaking Military contracts, but whose bon
= istrict authoritics, :
L accep(tbe)d JS)LY (toge—]?\};ttl,[iltnr]lcsts adequate grounds are given for so doing,

anj.
ho came
a-fides was

Re Scarcity of cloth

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS asked :

107. (a) Are Government aware of the acute scarcity
2
resent | ) .
L (6) If so, will Government be ﬁplc
be taken by them to ensure its supply 7 )
e (¢) Do Government ])1:o'p(wscgtn gve necess
for importing cloth in the Province :

of cloth in the Provinee

ased to state what steps are going to

ary facilities to the merchants

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

107. (a)—Yes, scarcity of “the ﬁ)ner_ varieties o
ted from certain parts of the Province. :
rRpor (0) and (¢)—Government have made necessary arrangement for procuring
ta of cloth due to Assam by appointing suitable procuring agencies and
ft_hc g-:lg-ii)utinﬁ the same through the Subdivisiona] wholesale Co-operative Societ-
or dais 2

: f dealers formed for the purpose in every Sub-division. 1In the circumstances
i 'l?’[tc -I"aci]ilies to traders will not be necessary.
separs 2

f mill-made cloth has been

Housing difficulties for Government Officers on transfer

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

(a) Are ‘Government aware that consequent - on the

10,8' accommodation, ollicers while going to a ney
for getting ac the Dak-Bungalow, if there he any ?
occupy sca(tbs) ”Are Government aware that causa] visitors do

" that ?

Bungalows( :)u {’\ﬁﬁie&fﬁﬁem be plef:ised to state whether an
the Sylhet Dak-Bungalow were occupied fontmuously by any
week {rom September to December 1944 ;

present day dificultieg
station on transfer generally

not find space in Dak.

y_of the seat or seats of
visitor for more than g

" The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

108. (a)—It is likely that this has frequently h
dation, but the position is Improving.
i (b)—Government have had no complaints,
(¢)--The Deputy Commissioner has been asked 1o report.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN:  Sir, isit a fact that some of the officers belonging
to the Assam Iransport Department are occupying the Sylhet Dak-Bungalow and one of

appened in the late great pressure op,
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The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, we have not

got that information and no complaint has been made. But as I have already said, the

Deputy Commissioner has been asked to report.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Will Government be pleased to ask the Deputy
Commissioner not to allow one particular visitor to get a big room of the Dak-
Bungalow occupied for a long time with his wife, children and Aya ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am gettinga
report from the Deputy Commissioner and on receipt of that action will be taken.

Re Chanda Sanmilan (Barbar Community) of Karimganj

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN asked :

109. Will the Hon’ble Premier be pleased to state—

(a) Whether a representation from the Chanda Sanmilan (Barbar Commu-
nity) of Karimganj was received by him in July 1944 ?

(b) If so, what action has been taken or proposed to be taken on that represen-

tation ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that this community is' unrepresented in Government

service ?
(d) If so, whether Government proposé to give special consideration to candi-
dates of this community at the time of making future appointments ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
109.—The hon. Member is referred to the replies given to similar questions

| Unstarred Questions Nos.104 (a)-(c) ] asked by Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya at this’

Session.
Adjournment Motion 7 Settlement of Balijuri and Soraguri

Reserves in the Nowgong District.

grazing

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I have got notice of an Adjournment Motion {rom
Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora. :

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Sir, I beg leave of the House to move
that this Assembly do now adjourn to discuss .a definite matter of urgent public
importance and of recent ~ occurrence, namely, throwing open of Balijuri and
Soraguri grazing Reserves in Chalchali Mouza, Nowgong district, to -settlement

against overwhelming opposition from the public.

Sir, these twoO Reserves....
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: When did the hon. Member get the information?
Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Only yesterday, Sir, I received a telegram.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : At what time?
Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: At about 12, Sir. :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But the hon. Member moved a Cut Motion in
the afternoon on a matter of this nature.
Srijut MAHI  CHANDRA BORA: So far as the Demands for Grants for
ncerned, Sir, there was no time for me to speak. A telegram and

Revenue was CO :
of the representation that was submitted....

a COPY El 3 n by o .

The Hon’ble the bI;QAKLR. But the policy of Land Settlement was under
discussion ye.ste?day a}ll tlt 'iNaS undf:rstooc'l that all grievances in regard td various$
cases oOf eviction tha have arisen in pursuance of the policy would be

placed before the H\{;qusl-jchhere should be a finality of discussion about a certain
matter. The hon. HMC 5 got an opportunity to bring all these things before the
House yesterday 11 'Comc}cba?n with that discussion. And it was with a view to give
scope for afull-dges?) Gove: on all the aspects of the recent policy of Land
Settlemenltd af.olzlteyesté:, ik lilrgent that the hon. Member was allowed to move
: io . on . _ X 2
lﬁs ((i];xcts 1{0(13: geg mYMCOT]lSCI_“- ot, therefore, hold that the Motion is in order.
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN ( ,
! ¢ HMis Excellency the ! HAUDHURI: On the recommen-
dation © B y the Governor of Assam. I beg, Sir, to move thata

A A e A e 5 ore 5 o gt



‘¢ House rejected that Amendment, Op that o

on Income other than Corporation Tax, Minor head—Collec

® want of any regular offices of the Agricultural
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4e—Taxes on Income other than Corporation Tax
sum not exceeding Rs.44,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1946, for the administra-
tion of the head ““4.—Taxes on Income other than Corporation Tax.”
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :
““Thata sum not exceeding Rs, 44,000 be granted to
will come in the course of payment during the year
19406, for the administration of the head ‘4.—T
Tax® *— g

defray the charges which
ending on the 31st March
axes on Income other than Corporation

There are four Cut Motions. Each of the hon. Members may move his
Motion and very briefly he may give his reasons. My plan today is that I
will allow these  Cut Motions to be moved and there will” be one reply by the
Hon’ble Minisetr and I will request the hon. Members to be very brief.

Maulavi ABDUL = BARI' CHAUDHURY: = Sir, 1 eg to  move
that the provision. of Rs.18,415 under grant No. 1, Major head—4 . Taxes

ion Ta : tion of Taxes on Agricul-
tural Income, Sub-head-;&_—‘—l rovincial Agricultural Income-tax Staﬂ"—l——Pay of
Officers (total), at page 25 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount
{ the whole grant oi‘Rs.ii-l-,.OOO do stand reduced by Rs.100,
2 ( My object is to raise a discussion aboy
.ome-tax upon agriculturists for income from paddy and 5
Inc Sir, by an Amendment to the Assam Finance Bill I wanted to
cultivators from the clutches of the Agricultural Income-tax hut

t indiscriminate assessment of Agricultural

save the small
nce unfortunately the
_ . occasion I explained how the small
cultivators were being pressed by the officers Put in charge of collections. The
procedure  that has been adopted by these officers is that they generally collect
some information  regarding ‘rhcse. cultivators, Thege informations are very often
incorrect. Then thf_’y 1ssue hotices  on tl}ex_n and ask them to produce their
accounts. These cu[tlyatm‘s being 1llltel‘atc., 1t1s very difficult for them to produce
the accounts. Invat_'m])ly : whe13 they feul_ to  produce thejr accounts they are
assessed. My_ submission to (_:pvernmcnt is that thege poor cultivators shouid be
rotected. With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion, :
P The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : ~ Maulavi Magbul Hussain Chaudhury’s Motion*
is practically the same. e
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY:
. 1r.
mOV(:Nif-,bIEBAIDYANATl-I MOOKER]JEE: M., Speaker, Sir.
that thé total  provision of Rs.44,000 under Grant No.1, Major head—4.—

Taxes on Income other than  Corporation Tax ,at Page 25 of the Budget, be
reduced by Rs.100, ie, the amount of the whole grant of Rs.44,000 do stand
reduced by Rs.100.

(My object is to criticise Government for not having an Agricultural Inc ome-tax
office bn the District headqarters.)

Sir, last year also I brought it to the notice of th
assessees, specially in the district headquarters are

I will not

I beg to move

¢ Government that the
Very much inconvenienced for

7 ral Income-tax Department. Sir, last
ear as I said the Income-tax Ol‘ﬁger examined the papers inside the room of the
Dak Bungalow which he was occupying., He had (o i

; sit.on kis bed and there was only
one chair which he could offer to those who went i :
this time it so happened that - there was  no
In one room there were 3 Officers—the Assist

come Tax of Assam, Income Tax Officer and another gentleman,  The Officer
was compelled torexur\nmc our papers ollt.l_w.f:ﬁzerandflh and you can easily understand |
#That the provision of Rs.18,415 under Grant No.l, Major hca(l—-—é.—.Taxcs on Income other
than Corporation tax, Minor h‘ead_—Cullectmn of taxes on Agricultural Income, Sub-head—A.—Provin-
cial Agricultural Income-tax Stafl—1.—Pay of Officers (total), at Page 25 of the Budgz=t, be reduced by
Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the wh_o!c_ grant of Rs.44,000 (o stand  reduced by Ks.100,

(‘To raise a discussion about the indiscriminate assessment of cultivators in the district of Sylhet.)




into a Bazar and no privacy of any body’s -
account could be maintained. Sir, my objection to this is that accounts ol private
.individuals are highly confidential matters and these should not be discussed in a place
where there is no privacy. S0, 1 hope Government will see specially—when they are
making so much money out of this department—that assessees arc provided with suita-
ble accommodalion so that they may feel comfortable and that they may be M |
a better way than they arc done at present. |
With these few words, Sir, I move my Motion before the House.
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the total provision of
Rs.44,000 under Grant No. 1, Major head—4.—Taxes on Income other than Cor-
oration Tax, at page 25 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.44,000 do stand reduced by Rs.100.
(My object is_to raise a discussion about harassment of mid
agricultural taxation.) o o _
Sir, no actual cultivator’s family can carn such a big inceme for which it can be
made liable to be charged an Agricultural Income-tax. But this year many Kishans of
Sunamganj area have been given notice to show cause why they should not be charged !
. income-tax, even the tradltxonal bumper crop in buro area cannot justify imposition
of Agricultural Income-tax on middle class ‘cultivators. I shall cite two cases for the
iriformation of the House to show how ridiculously two middle class cultivators’ families
have been harassed. One Sundar Das of Inathnagar is a well-off cultivator with =
several brothers and a large number of nephews and nieces. He can bring to his :
granary utmost 500 maunds of paddy annua.lly._ Can this family be 'assesscd i
with Agricultural Income-tax ? But I know this family has been charged Agricultural
d by this time, I think, the tax has bheen realised. e
he family of one Nadia Das has been harassed. I am glad, Sir, that
Maulavi Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury has submitted a Chut Motion on this su_bject. But
I want to question him w‘hcther he lcnoWs, cither directly or indirectly he 1s  respon-
matter of threatening the Kishans that they would be charged

sible in the Wi e = . :
1 Income-tax. 1en opinions began to differ as to the quantity of surplus
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Sir, that the whole place was turned

dle class cultivators for

ricultura = s : )
AEddY in the Sunamganj Subdivision, we instructed our workers to make a survey just
p ¢ November Session of the Assembly and I instructed Adhar Chandra Pal

and they sent letters

las
:ﬁ?lﬁel&ii as of Bc_:heli to take up the work for Sachana arca t
o tele'gi'ams to me in the midst of the last November Session about the appr:oprmtc
5 ]iCSAOf pa dy in villages around Sachana area. After my return from Shillong a
] Pﬁ) Pal told me that he could not survey all the villages and send accounts from all
31(33 E:,Il:]]ages around Sachana area because one of the Of’ﬁcurs of the Syndicate thrsa-
d him saying that if he wduld submit the reports to Government he and others
tene i 1 charged Agncultural Income-tax. . i
would b€ SPEAKER : Order, order, has the hon. Member finished ? d

n’ble thC
The Ho A SINDHU ROY: Yes, Sir, with these words I commen

pabu KAR
the %%téoﬁbn’blc the SPEAKER : Motions moved : !

«That the prDVl%OI"l of Rs.18,415 under Grant No. 1, Major head —4.—'Taxes on
Income other than X‘E’;?{?\?n ',]?Ellxa M_;nor head—Collection of Taxes on Agricnltuml i
Tncome: Sub-lzgcag:)—f the Budglc?tmllae ?cfgélcult:ltlral o (2R B et —Fay of Qg

3 u :
(tota:)(,)fat 53%5000 do stand reduced ])YC%S‘_JI%(}.{,S;. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole
granuThat the totailF;r(:Véﬁ;?“ of Rs.44,000 under Grant No.1, Major head—4.—Taxes {
on Incom® pthed ikt of e Tax, at page 25 af the Budget, be reduced by
Rs.100, diye, VG +5l Pl‘ovisioanOle grant of Rs.44,000 do stand reduced by Rs.1007.
" eThat the to R 001 Rs.fl"fl.,o()() under Grant No. 1, Major head—4.—

Taxes o1 Inco™E amount of ttlnpomuon Tax, at page 25 of the Budget, be reduced
b Rs_loo, 1.€-5 he whole grant of Rs.44,000 do stand reduced by

Rs.1007- lavi A e
e Hon’?g:ecMnm;?;l Ca’;?})JfL_ MATIN CHAUDHURI : I wish to submit, Sir, that
o either indiscriminate assessment or harassment o’n the |

there has T ntal Officer
part of the Departmenta icers, but what happened is this: in the years 1942-43 and
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1943-44, owing to a rise in the price of paddy there might have been cases where some
persons might have come under the assessible income during those years. To ascertain
the number of such persons the Department addressed letters ta the different Deputy
Commissioners and requested them to furnish the names of persons who might have
come under. the operation of the Act because of the rise in the price of paddy and
other things. The Deputy Commissioners supplied a list and on the basis of that
notices had been issued to different persons to submit their accounts,

t+Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : May I interrupt for a minute, Sir ?
I would like to know the source of information of the Deputy Commissioners.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : They might have been
able to find it out from the local officers. Because notices have been served, it does
not necessarily follow that they would be necessarily assessed.

tMaulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : But this is generally the case, Sir.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: This is not the case
Sir. Notices were scrvcc} asking them to appear before the Income-Tax Officer and to
submit their accounts. So far about 188 ¢ i

>0 cases have been examined out of which only
91 persons have been assessed.  So, Sir, there is no question of indiscriminate assess-

ment, because, 2 definite procedure has been laid down by the Law and that procedure
has been [ollowed. So, there is no question of harassment. The Law has definitely
Jaid down a procedure to be followed and the Departmental Officers are only following
that procedure. '

Then, Sir, Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy has referred to the cases of some agriculturists
who have been hard-hit by this Act. Asa mateer of fact, Sir, Government’s net
taxable limitis 3,000. After making allowance for admissible deductions unless a
person has a gross income of nearabout Rs. 5,000 he generally does not come under
the operation of the Act and persons having gross income of Rs. 5,000 are likely under
law, to be assessed and it is the duty of the

: _ Departmental Officers to see that they are
assessed. Sir, what I have said, and I hope the House will agree with me, will show

that there has neither been any case of indiscriminate assessment or any harassment.

Then, my hon. I'riend Mr. Mookerjee has referred to cases of inconvenience caus-
ed to the assessees when they are to appear before the Income-Tax Officers in the
District headquarters. Last year, Sir, he also drew Government’s attention to this
point and I gave assurance that we should look into the matter. As a matter of fact,
Sir, Government addressed letters to the. District Officers pointing out the incon-
veniences that are being caused for want of proper

3 accommodation and I do not think
the replies that we have got from some of the District Officers are encouraging.

There are difficulties, Sir. As we a“kr‘low there Is a shortage of accommodation
everywhere and therefore the Deputy Commission

€r's cannot assure us to provide
accommodation in all cases. However, we have drawn the attention of the District

Authorities to this matter and we hope they will do their

tion wherever circumstances permit. best to provide accommoda-

The Hon’blc the SPEAKER : Does any of the hon. Members want to press his
MOtlﬁ?&ilaVi ABDUL BARI CHOUDHURY : 1 beg leave of the House to with-
drawfﬂg II}I/IO(Z?E?C the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member has got leave of the
House to withdraw the Motion,

y (After a pause)
The Motion stands withdrawnw

ith the leave of the H
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY - 1¢ House.

Sir, T beg leave of the House to withdraw my
Motion.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 hope the hon. Member has ot leave of the
House o withdraw the Motion. g

, (After a pause)
The Motion stands withdrawn with™ the leave of the House
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, T beg the len.s o tha A auitotit
draw my Motion. ‘
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope ths hon. Meinber . has got leave of the
House to withdraw the Motion.

FSpeech not corrected,
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(After a pause)
The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the Housc.

The question is: ¥

““That a sum not exceeding Rs 44,000 be granted to defray the charges which will

March, 1946, for

come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
the administration of the head ‘4.—7Taxes on Income other than Clorporation Tax’.”
The Motion was adopted. ;
GRANT No. 26
tment)

(Tools and Plant and Establishment Charges of the Public Works Depar

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Sir, on the
recommendation of His Excellency thé Governor of Assam, I beg to move that a
sum not exceeding Rs. 13,76,200 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1946, for the adminis-
tration of the Public Works Déepartment (Establishment and Tools and Plant).

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

““That a sum not exceeding Rs. 13,76,200 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1946, for
the administration of the Public Works Department ( Establishment and Tools and

Plant ).”

*Srijut KAMESWAR DAS :
Rs. 11,01,098 under Grant No. 26, Major head-——18-B.—Navigation,
Drainage Works, etc., Minor head—B.—Charges on construction (tot:
of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the

Sir, 1 beg to move that the provision of
l:mbankments and

), at page 137
whole grant of

Rs. 13,76,200 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.
My object is to criticise Government action for neglecting “important irrigation and
drainage projects in the Subdivision of Barpeta.
Sir, I am afraid

'hle Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
The Demand is about Establishment and ‘T'ools and Plant
ts to criticise for certain projects which should come

The Hon
this Motion is not in order.

whereas the hon. Mover wan
under Demand No. 9 and which will come up on the 22nd. .

«Mr. WHITTAKER : Sir, supposing there will be no time on the 22nd, can he
move to-day ?

The Hon’ble the SPEA KER :
head. Therefore the hon. Mover may
Demand for Grants. ol

*Srijut KAMESWAR DAS : Very good, Sir. =3

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : Sir, I beg to move that tllc_ tol.aI‘prowsmn of
Rs. 13 76,200 under Grant No. 26, Major head—18-B .-—Navigation, Embankments
1 Dr reduced by Rs. 100, i. e., the

d Drainage Works, etc., at page 138 of the Budget, be
:nmount of the whole’grant of Rs. 13,76,200 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

“(My object is to criticise the increased - expenditure on tools and plant without
¢aking into_account the possibility of getting second hand tools and plant from the

Military Departments.) _

Taa et wiEdm & Sredre W7 @2 femas AieEinT 7= g E1ECH
ffs 51 S @ CHgAS (A tzrg | AT afem cFEA aF o TErCsivT g @taid
| TREE & St Tes A w4l {Abta wfacz BAle #@ AW NG b At BF
g ACTEY 44 LTE—a20H BibT 2l T | It wma @ BFICh AR Ffaata o
<faq Atesl | ©fF T o7 AgEehdon are T a1 wT g FCA sked Geel @ 3UH!
aeta i@ ot Military authorities @ #1 @& f¥=ats Agfa «iaca osp w43 |
EAfT AATITS A AEF AGECAHT ASACICD skl wfara  fAfEbifa fSStels o 59
: fz gwa fAve F&IMTT 5=Ets 4= wmfEcata Hiw,  ©fF  cefem @iNd

s A AR -
Provincial revenues ®TT= Bl alfZ 23 9w @1z = @ifv o3 95T e $19

dag < AT TE Fica  sSdTaed @F ey 1y =47 |

(Srijut Mahadev Sarma -while speaking in Assamese in support of his Motion
contended that Government instcad of spending money for the purchase of new tools
and plant should await return of the same by the Military Department after the
war and thereby make a saving.)

*Specch not corrected.

The Motion must come under the appropriate
table a fresh Motion under the appropriate
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Cut Motion moved :

“That the total provision of Rs.13,76,200 under Grant No.26, Major head—18-B.
—Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works, etc., at page 138 of the Budget,
be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.13,76,200 do stand
reduced by Rs.100,” , =

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
our best to get back from the Military Department our tools
were taken by the Military Department some time back
returned.  But even when they will be returned to us they w
condition. However, the suguestion n ade by the hon.

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA - Sir, T beg leave
Motion. : _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ hope the hon.
House to withdraw the Motion.

Sir, we are trying
and machineries which
and have not yet been
il be quite worn out in
Mover will be duly considered.

of the House to withdraw my

Member has got leave ‘of the

(After a pause).

The Motion stands withdrawn  with the leave of the House.

The question 1s :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.13,76,200 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1946, for
the administration of the Public Works Department (Establishment and "I‘ools ’and

lant).” .
d '1)’110 question was adopted.

. GRANT NO. 7
(12.—CHARGES ON ACCOUNT OF Moror Venrargs TaxaTtion Acr)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir, on the
recommendation of .His Irlxcc*llcucy the  Governor of Assam I. beg ,10 move
that a sum not cxceeding Rs.2,97,200 he granted to defray the Ch;.rrres which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3]st N?arch 1946, ~for
the administration of the head "].2.—Cha1'gcs on account of Motor Vehiclr:sj Taxétion

39
Act The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

“«[hat a sum not exceeding Rs.2,97,200 be granted to dcf'ray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1946, for
the administration of the head “12.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation
i Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY -
move that the provision of 1{5_.11-1,65_() under Grant No.7,
on account of Motor Vclnclcs Taxation Act, Minor head—-A.—Chargcs of Collection,
Sub-head—1.—Pay ol Lstablishment (total), at page 42 of the Budqét. be reduced by
Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,97,200 do stand reduced by
Rs.100. . h ; !

(My purpose is to raisc a discussion about the
Motor Service between “Shillong and Sylhet.)

Perhaps this is the fourth tin}e that T am speaking on the same matter and each
time I brought this kind of Motion hefore the House to raise a discussion about motor
service between Shillong and Sylhet, each time I wag given :m‘ assurance that steps
would be taken as soon as possible, - ;

Butl am SOrry to .
: : e say, Sir, that no steps have
yet been taken in .this respect. The  United 7 : £

Sir, 1 beg to
Major head—12.—Charges

United Motor Transport and the

. Trespe Motor  Transpor an
~did not open a booking office in the town, of Syl ¢ il

1 €, and has failed to provide
accommodation for the passengers, , craie

. The travelling publ
Shillong road, know it very well that the Cnmpany pl

the road and almost every day some bug goes out of
have to suffer a great deal. T had 1o pass one nig
one of our hon. Members of this House, Khan Bahaduy Abdul Majid, was travelling
from Sylhet to Shillong the bus which was carryine his lugerace 1]§]0 iJroke down at
Dawki and had to go back to Sylhet. So, when' the K| g S5288 2

' : ~hi %
; han Bahadur arrived b_“'u?ngtl:c
could not get his luggage and ‘as a result had o undergo great difliculties i

blic on this road, i.e. Sylhet-
aces all their rotten buses on
order and g a result the passengers
htin Pynyrsla, The other day when
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terrible weather of Shillong. These are the evervd: ¥

times urged upon Government to take stilI;: e\il({r}cc,llfg.?cwrnhnccé' ?l,r’ I have several
Transport Company. B0 Gouermnne cod lu to mend the _Umtf:d Motor
0 e xcs ent wantito give any relief to the _‘ou d not do a nything in this respect.

: » 1¢ travelling public and the Motor-C :

dO h d t he: " ' g publi INg} Noto Omp.,),ny

e$ not care to pay any nced (o what is ordered by Government, I think the G

pany should not be allowed to run their buses on this road any mm"(' and t\h Pl
for the same purposc should be given to the indigenous : }. s gl P g
ek e v do not know myself—ih; genous people ()'! .Llu.«. Imwncp. Sir,

€ people say— ey Y that this United Motor Transport Company i

a branch of the Commercial Carrying Company, Limited. If it is so, then tl i
mercial Carrying CGompany 1s running the business ¢ 1 f e ll' ¢ B v o
%o Shiliong office of the Company ve1will B .1 ]" ! on t _u:, road In Benami. ] I.I you go
days togethcr for @ ticket T Cornpany dl((,c a.rgf: number of passengers si I.‘llng . there
A good number of people came to me and 1'(‘-;!'3:3111]1]211\( {]L:[(gz'(u:":s:t]:%mng(}ntniri‘ns iSCk?t'S.
they had their relatives seriously i.“ at home. The matter wa{; 1'-(?'])1‘(;.*;L‘f[1tl3d()‘ to ttll’t:é
authorities of the Company but still they did not provide them with zm‘y tickets. An
officer of high rank one day told me that he was refused a seat. He came {rom
Gauhati and was to go to Sylhet. 1 heard complaints from some ol the passengers
that regular b]ack-markegmg 1s 1n vogue in'the sale of tickets. I don’t -know whether
these are facts. But I bring these facts to the notice of the Hon’ble Prime Minister
who, I hope, will look into the matter and seec that these things are mended. If he
fails to mend the ways of the Gompany, my submission 1is that, the license of the
Company should at once be cancelled and settlement should be given to a Company
which is composed 0({ zIndtgcnousd PCOI'JIT(\:/IOf the Province.

With these words I commend my Motion for the acceptance of the House.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Sp%::aker, Sir, without moving
the Motion+ that stands in my name, I support every word that has fallen from the
mouth of my hon. Friend Maulavi Magbul Hussain Chaudhury.

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN‘GUP. I'A CHAUDHURI : Sir, I beg to move that
the provision of Rs. 4,800 under Grant No. 7, Major head-—12.—Charges on account
of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, Minor head—B.— Inspection of Motor Vehicles;
Sub-head—1 ~=Pay of Establishment, Detailed head-—Inspector of Motor Vehicles, at
page 43 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of

do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

Rs. 2,97,200 ; s : ; .

(My object 1s to criticise the system of inspection by which worst type of cars are
even passed.) ) =r ! ;

o Sir, anybody travelling in motor bus service eXpericnces a great deal

Mr. Speaker,
of inconvenience an
into a bus he must
limbs. Sometimes

d trouble. When one is compelled to travel and as soon as he gets

always remain alert for fear of breaking his head or any part of his
while a bus is running one finds a part of the hood collapsing and
sometimes while running fast onc finds a wheel geting away. This is 1ilf: condition of
motor buses nowadays. When the buses are running one {inds them going out of order
4 or 5 times in €O ravel for 20 to 30 miles and children arc left stranded for

urse of a t
- an 12 hours. - : '

moxesgi 1 understand that there is an officer to examine the conditions of the buses. I
don’t know how the officer examines the condition of buses and how fitness certificates
are given. don’t know f‘})lf.‘ what consideration this particular officer gives fitness
certificates Irt lngSl F!Onltll'}l]l:le like tlus' and if he d‘oes not know anything
of the mec 16 e f_;lr EG?“ \/Jt ink there is no need of that particular officer.
1. therefore, urge upon }t)hc %n‘the lﬁmster cou.ccrned that there should be proper
examination of 211 these buses by'the Motor Vehicles Inspector or the post concerned

1d be abolished. - ) .
ShOuThe Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed, does he like to move

his Motion 7
¥ That the prov

sl 41,655
1"‘.‘(‘;’: KitRsMi;l?gz-a lllcl'?gcrAGral‘v]L No.7, Major head—12.—Charges on account of
3 2 ad—A.—Charges for Collection, Sub-head—1.—Pay of Esta-

- (3 t
aotor Viehicles Taxa 42 of the B
= tal), at page *= of the Budget, be red : 5 T e I e
B}lﬁzﬁcggggn dZJ’ stand rC([ECcd by RS.IUU., uced by Rs.100, i.ex, the amount of the whole grant
o3, & 4 1 =CT £ -
To raise a d;scusmgﬂ about over-crowding and inconvenience sufferred by the general public in the
Sylhet-Shillong Motor Service.)
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Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T beg to move that the
total provision of Rs. 2,97,200 under Grant No. 7, Major head—12.—Charges on
account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, at page 42 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs. 100, 4. e, thc amount of the whole grant of Rs. 2,97,200 do stand reduced by
Rs.100. i

(My object is to discuss the general policy of Government.)

Sir, the bus services in the Province appear to have been running without any

“control by the authorities. There are a number of officers to control the buses but
they instcad of mitigating the sufferings of the passengers have increased the
same to a great extent. Over-crowding in a busis never checked. The passengers
are to undergo untold sufferings and inconveniences due to over-crowding. Rates of
fares depend on the sweet-will of the owner. The rule of hanging up the fare list in
the buses has been observed more by violation than by compliance.

Route permits have been renewed without considering the condition of buses.
The buses have been allowed to run in the routes and most of these buses in the midst
of the journey break down and thereby the passengers are detained for hours together
causing maximnm hardships and troubles, ‘

On the road from Mangaldai to North-Gauhati as many as thirteen permits have
been issued. Butin fact only three or four buses have been plying on it. Except one, -
all are old and for want of seats the travelling public are to avail the services in spite of
the buses being already [ull. The owners also do not refuse, as the more passengers
they carry li‘le more money they earn. Although there is an Inspecting officer, I dgn’t
know what for he does not inspect the buses ? T, therefore, draw the attention of the
Government to the [act that when they issue permits to the owner of-a bus the

owner must be warned that he will have to keep his bus in a proper condition and
also look to the convenience of the travelling public so that they may not suffer due
to the negligence of the owner. i

With these words, 1 commend my Motion for the : "

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motions m:V;gC:eptance of the Howie

1. ““That the provision of Rs. 41,656 under Grant No. 7, Major head—12.—-
Charges on account of Motar Vehicles Taxation Act, Minor head—A.—Charges of
Collection, Sub-head—1.-——Pay of Establishment (total), at page 42 of the Budget, be
reduced by Rs. 100,7.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 2,97,200 do stand
reduced by Rs. 100.7.

2. ““That the provision of Rb 4,800 under

Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, Minor head—B.—Inspection of
Motor Vehicles, Sub-head—1.—Pay of Establishment, Detailed head —Inspector of
Motor Vehicles, at _page 43 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, 7.e., the amount of
the whole grant of Rs. 2,97,200 do stand reduced by Rs. 100,
3. «That the total provision of Rs. 2,97,200" under Grant No. 7, Major head—
12.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, at page 42 of the Budget,
be reduced by Rs. 100, .., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 2,97,200 do stand
reduced by Rs. 100.”

Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, Ialzl_glad that my._hon.“Fmend Maulavi Magqgbul Hussain Chaudhury
and my hon. Friend Maulavi Badaruddin'® Ahmed have tried to draw the
attention of Government regarding the inconveniences of the passengers on the
Shillong-Sylhet Road and other roads.  Some of my Friends on the Opposite are apt to
say that the business’of this Province should be given to the indigenous people of the
soil. But, Sir, from the speech of my hon. Friend Maulavi Maqgbul Hussain
Chaudhury I find that the proprie@nrs of the Company belone to Beneal. But I am
surprised to find that not a voice ()I.protcst was raised against t:fmrn. \'Vahe;l by chance
any Muslim happcqs to do any business in this Province, chorus of protests are raised
from all quarters of the House. Why this discrimination, Sir ? Ipdraw the attention
of Government and urge upon them that in future the Con;pan .should be formed with
the nati_vcs of the soil and legitimate share to the K/[uslims given in the
organisation.

grant No. 7, Major head—12.—
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Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Docs not Bengal form a part of the
Pakisthan ? ;
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. S3Speaker, Sir, I rise to support
the Motions that have already been moved by my hon. Iriends and I am at
one with the hon. Members so far as they have ventilated the grievances of the
general public. There is no denying the fact that the general public who travel
by buses are syffering a great deal. In this connection, I think it is my duty to
mention that for .these inconveniences, itis not only the Company or the contrac-
tors who are responsible ; the responsibility lies to a great extent with Government
as well. Sir, the number of passengers have increased a great deal. T think
nobody will challenge this statement, but the number of vehicles have not been propor-
tionnately increased. I think that the number of vehicles on each road should
be increased specially when the number of trains, where there are train communi-
cations as well, have been decreased. It is also a well-known fact that spare
parts are not available in sufficient quantity so as to meet the demands of those
who are in need of these parts. Generally speaking the vehicles that are running
on the roads that have already been mentioned and other roads which have not
been mentioned are old ones and in some cases, I think, it is the duty of Go-
vernment to replace old vehicles by new ones. Uanless the number of vehicles is
increased, spare parts are made available and old vehicles are replaced by new
ones, what good is it on our part to ventilate these grievances ? Sir, I hope
Government will take note of these and will try to remove the grievances of the
people who have to travel by motor vehicles. With these few words, I support the
Motions. . i
+ Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. 8peaker, Sir, T should like to add
2 few words regarding the condition of the buses which are plying between Sylhet
and Shillong. Amongst many instances I will cite only one. In [February last,
when I was coming to attend this Session along with eight other Members
»f the Legislative Assembly by the second timing in two buses, the bus in which I
vas travelling broke down on the road between Dawki and Pynursla and all the
)assengers were stranded for a long time. Accidently one of the buses was running
1te and we stopped that bus in the mid-way and that bus had to accommodate us
il much beyond its actual capacity. Again, while I was coming up’to Pynursla by
hat very bus, the police officer there accosted the driver for carrying additional
assengers. - The driver said to the Police officer that as all these gentlemen were
randed on the road he had no other alternative than to take them in his bus r{nd
“would have been inhuman on his part to leave them in the midst of the road which
one of the most dangerous places. Again, in February last, when I was returning
om Gauhati, the driver of the bus in which T was com:ing suddenly stopped the bus
.d discovered that some parts were going wrong. He told us that had he not stopped
d detected the wrong, the bus would have straightway gone into the gorge. Sirss
1is state of things happens almost every day.

Next, I come to another point, which is very serious so far as the travelling
ablic is concerned. Whenever you go to th¢ motor station, you will find a large
amber of peopie waiting there. You will find them waiting there for days together
r going down to Sylhet. Even, I have seen With my own eyes, women with their
hildren have to wait for days for tickets. Now as the hill-section of the railway has
een closed -to civil population, people are to go to Sylhet vie Shillong. But for want
f accommodation they are to wait here for days together to their great inconvenience.
lad it been at Sylhet they would have got food and drink but here in Shillong people
re in extreme difficulty. ~ I heard my hon. Friend complaining about blackmarket.
juring the last week, two of my friends came here on certain business.  One of them
4 Head Maulavi of a certain Madrasas and the other is a Professor. I sent them to
\e motor station for two days and yet they could not get their tickets. After waiting
yr three days the Maulavi got one ticket for Rs. 10.  The Maulavi told me that at first
he man whom he approached for a seat refused to be disturbed as he was asleep, but
hen he paid him Rs. 10, he secured one seat. My professor [riend could only leave

TSpeech not corrected.

v

y

-
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after five days. I wasalso told by the Maulavi that
Rs. 100 per day was made by some employees of the

was getting a seat by paying Rs. 12 to 18 and unless one paid the ordinary fare plus
something no tickets were available. So 1 suggest tha

t atleast the number of buses

should be increased so that people are not put to such inconveniences. :

Mr. C. W. MORLEY: Mr, Speaker, Sir, I must join in this chorus of

protest. I will not traverse the ground covered by the hon. Members. I should
like to offer a suggestion to Government that it mi

‘ _ n to ght be possible for some immedi-
ate relief’ to be given in this matter by the conversion of some of the Assam Trans-

port lorries. With these few words I support the Motions.
Srijut. MAHADEV SARMA : w7 sreteife sledtm, «2tht AFCElcT
T TN A IR @BIS MY ww e WmEm ARfumg are faferetaa wrfadicn
Qe 9T ATHS IS Qlgd wan watats apg cefgs ; wird 7 sAfas
Ava «@% A FE CAIRCE #ifts (1 eAfamyq S MG T cratiafga,
gind @¥ 7 W FET 7w Tolmd Reres S9S @bl 37 wlew s |
FEaMCA L/ NI AR A9 wIta e L59 @6l WY 35w w7 wqed -
<farml | C18 FRCE a3 T FTA @ sledl T TN i [y policys w@ie f
ofa transport “Afsstam ?Fﬁ:jt"g?r CTRTER sifage o w7 ot tmm wie w@imia
gieiaied PRI %3 Ffaata s fon wifzty | @ fRwm v T Brirad
A T3 A @ 7w v fem ot VT OR 3Eta ooty GifEtce
gt (@ (ST A TG ¥ Suma wwfy CNT | Aoy Szt Aretates
Sy @l [ EFE iz amEng wg =2 1 ¢iF  constituencys,
Aaea 4> W, WSS Fmla 4152 qumr af fog =g | o2 s SA
Az 28 @ W2 e 7z At vz 15 eI gATwe Ifz gm | «@%
Ftacd g@dt [wAd fevace @atbre g 7qE

T RE wWiE et wfm | elE
Alge (TEFE AfsT FeEe ABT AT Ifg FI 1 IR S| Ci? efgq’:;g@ FeTT

poliCY changeﬂ Flew aks gl fﬂ‘\-si?lfx‘-;a TR % 73 afst | «Sh ifacs
a1 Regional Transport Authoritycy TARS 357 Togyy TIFE @i e A
gase plant fo  wEE St  IfF Ty e 8ass 7 "By pratm wimiz AT

qq gEfaa ; (F97 ai=wa  charcoal wawis (T charcoal csital AT |
N Rebm 3y wiiz areares

an additional income of at least
company. He said that everybody

oz Fard B T A AU T @2 rwaiRee o
wad T FE W 9T 3G amiHe w3 Il |

(Srijut Mahadev Sarma, m.L.A., speaking in Assamese on the Motion said that since
the war hatl l-ccc.eded far lfrom the_Provmcc_:,_ petrol should be more liberally issued.
Alluding to the Inconveniences (}i'm(:)lOI‘ journeys he urged for the increase in the
number of buses especially in the district of Darrang,

Khan Bahad]_]:l.‘ Maulavi KERAMAT ALI : My, Speaker, Sir, I agree
with Mr. Mookerjee that' the number of buses is tog small to give efficient service, and
the Government have realised this, because I find that the Regional Transport Authorie
ties of different districts are trying to increase But they are in difficulty
because they have been forced to lay dOWn_ a condition that these buses should run
only on gas plant. I have heard from certain rels :

successful in Assam, because the, proper quality of chape
May I therefore request the Hon’ble Prime Minister to take some steps to move the
Government of In{ha to release some petrol for these buses ? Tt is common knowledge
that the railway journeys are now-a-days very difficult ang therefore there is a great
rush of passengers who want to travel by buses, but as the number of buses is extremely
limited, they cannot serve all the passengers.

Another thing, \vhl'Ch I would like to point out, is that all huses which are at
present running on certain roads very often break down because of bad condition of
roads, for instance, I would bring to the notice of the Hon’ble - Minister. 5n charge,
of the Public Works Department, the portion of the toad. betivéen Num:aligarh and
Khowang. No steps have so far been taken to improve this portion of the road-

the number,
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If the Hon’ble Minister wants that there should be efficient bus service and there
should be no difficulty for other vehicles that use this road, I hope, he will take im-
mediate steps to dimprove this portion of the road. "

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 have just to add one
word to the long list of grievances voiced from different scctions of the House. I
need not describe. the difficulties of my subdivision in this matter at length, as I think
most of the Members know it fully well thatin regard to communications my sub-
division is the most backward. My subdivision is not touched by any railway or
steamer service, and so we have to depend entirely on the bus service:
The bus service from Rangapara to North Lakhimpur is the only outlet
from North Lakhimpur to the outside world nowadays. Now, Sir, on this
road only one bus is plying each day ; the monopoly over this route was given to
one mail contractor, and this bus very often leaves behind a large number of passen-
gers at Rangapara due to lack of accommodation. Itis quite evident that only
one bus cannot take all the passengers from Rangapara to North Lakhinpur. I
would therefore bring this matter to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister and urge

_him to come to our rescuc by providing, if he can, at least another bus to run
on that route. ‘

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the complaints
which we have heard from the different sections of the House on this Motion are most
annoying and puerile. My hon. Friend, Mr. Mookerjec has explained the difficulties
of the bus-owners ; one of the principal difficulties under which they work is lack of
spare parts. In this country we want to move in aeroplanes, motor cars and all sorts
of fast vehicles, but we do not know how to manufacture a single pin! This is our
condition, and this is the position to whict. we have, even now, been placed after an
association of 150 years with the British people who manufacture everything them-
selves | We are complaining of this or that part, of petrol, and so on, but you should
not expect anything better than a palanquin! You must go back to the daysof

alanquin or thappa, so long as you are not allowed, by an alicn rule, to manufacture

all these things. What else can we expect, Sir ? It is useless to talk on this subject.

1 am all the more surprised that my hon. Friends on my right viz., the Congress Group
have taken part so delightfully and so seriously in a debate of  this kind in bringing

ttv matter without going into the root of the question.’ _
& 4 Si MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyi
Sir, I have no hesitation in accepting that the conditions of our buses and the constant
breakdowns that have been laid before the House by various hon. Members are true
to a large extent. But the matter should be dispassionately ’conqxdered, and I am
surprised that at least two hon. Members who have takcp part in this debate, knowing
ing " more new hHuses and spare parts, have

1 Government’s efforts in obtaini
il pelh oo The background is this:

chosen to support this Motion which is a censure Motion. > b ¥
5 ds were requisitioned for military

in 1942 about 400 v-hicles plying on different roa '
purposes. The Province went bus-dry. At this stage no new buses were available m
1 et throughout India. It was through the good offices of the United States of

the mark

America that the Government of India got certain vehicles under the Lease—Len

programime. We were the first Province to press our sad plight to the Government
of India and with their concurrence we started the Assam Motor Transport Organisa-
tion with the idea of relieving, to a great extent, the difficulty ‘about the conveyance of.
goods. But the geographical position of Assam and the continuity of the enemy
pressure in our boundaries, did not allow a large number of these vehicles to be placed
for civil employ but had to be placed for Military constructional ~work. This position
Government wanted to improve.  ‘They wanted to give these vehicles for replacing
those that were commandeered in 1942 but this could not be carried to the same
extent as Government wished. We Have been given over a quarter of our requirement
and have asked the Government of India to release more Lease—Lend vehicles for
civilian purposes 11 Assam. Between October and January we asked the Government
of India to rgleaSif?)(; ﬁ%ﬁgcgjhlcgs for Assam so that all the old buses running on
- t roads ma and ne 1 3 5
?ﬁgﬁr?:possible at present in the vain‘g’e?f’(:hmles placed on the roads on a larger scale
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Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA - What about the North Lakhimpur subdivision"?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : This interjection
does not help North Lakhimpur. '

We have applied for 600 vehicles bu
75 during that period and all these 75 1
humanatarian service, -namely, feedin
Manipur,  Three thousand maund
the Manipur State and Naga Hills
number of vehicles, because only
same day. When [ was at Delhj,

t the Government of India could release only
ad to be placed on a very urgent, special and
g, the devastated areas of the Naga Hills and
s of rice has got to be transported from Bokajan to
per day and the carriage of this requires a very large
one trip can be made and there is no return trip the

I received telegraphic  communication from our
Chief Secretary that I should use my mfluence over the War Transport Department,

to get further rclcase_oi'vchiclcs._ My bon. Friend, Mr., Whittaker also wired to me
that the vehicles which were gven to the Tea Industry in replacement of those
commandeered in 1942 have nearly broken down and for want of coal fuel they have
to transport a million ton of wood fucl and so they required more lorries. T went and

discussed this matter with Hon’ble Sir Edward Benthal and Sjr Kenneth Mitchell
and laid before them the transport condition in Assam.

) o ; Inmy presence they ordered
the release of 200 vehicles Immediately, I was also told that in the Assam Transport
as well as in the Province generally, there was ashortage of Spare parts. This matter
I was asked by the Secretary to place before the Central Government. I did my best
with the result that hon. Members, who are members of the Economic Advisory Board,
had learnt in greater detail, that the Government of India sent thejr Deputy Director
of Roads, Mr. Swamy to enquire Into the spare parts Position of the Province. They
also asked the General Manager of the Fords Company and Genera]l Motors Company
who deal with Chevrolet trucks to dea] i

- tru vith' this in order to bring into the Province
new vehicles and also sufficient numbey of spare parts.  When the promised spare

parts arrive, I think, there will not be much i as mentioned by my hon.
Friends. Anothcl“. filClO}“ that has resulted in of number (;f buses in the
roads is the question of petrol. _I\JIzmy Motor Asscciations have requested me to move
the Central Government for an increagse in the rations. By the last communication on
the subject, we were told _Lhat fo_r ) s_,hortage of Petrol, rations may have to be
reduced and petrol for private civilian use may have to be Stopped. With the ope-

ning of the pipe line _frc_Jrn Ga_lcuua, 1_thc threat of further Curtailment of petrol
ration may not materialise. Sir K, Mitchell who ;

] I 15 in charge of the road develop-
ment is coming to Assam to discuss certain i

_ A outstanding and impoptang questions on the
21st of this month. He will be staying here the 25th of March and I will take

this opportunity of placing before him the diﬂ_iculti.es about petrol issue in the Pro-
vince of Assam. When we take these _‘l”'c?.l_hmgs into consideration, that is, non-
ke of e Lcase—LendﬂvclncIes for civilian use, insuﬁi(:iency ol spare parts and
the rationing of pct_l‘pl, the Government do not deserve any criticism on the ground
that they have failed to get transport, We  have done our best in the
matter.

Some hon. Members have mention
the roads but it is rcally_{t\'vonder that these ¢]q veh
One hon. Member has criticised that the Motor Vehi
forming their duties ; on the other hand when there was only one Motor Vehicles
Inspector he could not examine a_ll the vehicles Plying on the roads ; we increased the
number to two and later_ On we increased such nspectors to four, Unfortunately,
onc of the Inspectors died in the middle of last year ang we tried to secure ano-
ther man in his place but In vain. The matter Was referred to the ‘Public Servide
Commission.. I received thf‘..lr recommen‘dation the day before yesterday and I have
passed order yeStCrda_y _evening, e|11R10y111g a new man, From the teport that'l get,
I find they are examining more vehjcles and  that they haye condel;;nned a consi-
derable number. Being a layman 1 cannot quarrel oyer the reports of the technical
officers. ;

Lasdy, Sir, my hon. Friends
ment that ther complaint about

the reduction

cd about the bad conditions of vehicles on

icles are still on the road.
cles Inspectorate are not per-

from the Si

urma Va.lley have criticised Govern-
the condit

3 ; ities
1018 of service, about the amenitl
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provided to passengers on the Shillong-Sylhet line has not been given any attention
to. Suffice it to say, Sir, that every complaint that was made on the floor of the
House was sent to the Company concerned witha view to redress. I sent them the
entire proceedings to take steps and to remedy certain of their deficiencies. The
passenger traffic between Shillong and Sylhet had increased at least ten fold, if not
more and they plead guilty to the charge of not being able to give sufficient accommo=
dation to the intending passengers because on account of military request that two
vehicles daily,. for carriage of military personnel, should be allowed. I remember,
Sir, that the matter was mooted on the floor of this House probably by my
Friend Mr. Whittaker that we should force the Military to make their own
arrangement for the carriage of their personnel. We did our level best but the
military said that it was not possible for them to transport their personnel in their
own lorries.. It is, therefore, apparent, Sir, that whereas the passenger traffic has
increased by ten times the sitting capacity has been reduced by 50 per cent. No
wonder that various hon. Members have found difficulty in sending their friends
down to the plains. I heard a complaint of blackmarketing in tickets last year an
I at- once took steps. I setup a Criminal Investigation Department Inspector to
enquire into this matter and after a very thorough enquiry lasting over 2 months
I got a report from which I found that it was grossly cxaggerated. There were
certain menials of the company who undertook to procurc the tickets on a smal
baksis of a rupee or two when intending passengers could not penctrate the crowd
in front of the booking office. These menials have been removed from the service of

the company.

My Friend Mr. Abdur Rahman has spoken about a certain gentleman giving
information that he had to pay Rs.10 extra. If that gentelman will be kind enough
to give me any particulars or any witness to that transaction, I will at once place
the matter in the hands of the police. I hope, my Friend Mr. Abdur Rahman will
co-operate with me in this matter.

Some hon. Friends have stated that the United Motor Company is a benami
Company of the Gomn_aercial Carrying Company. To some cxtent, they are correct.
Although originally this was started as a separate Company, the Directors somchow
or other merged themselves under the management of the Commercial Garrying
Company. This was protested to by Government but as this is a private Company
and the shareholders wanted this on the ground of economy, nothing could be
done. The term of this United Motor Company, rather the period  of permit of
this Company will end with this calendar year. Advertisement will be issued in the
official Gazette calling for tenders to run this service. It will be up to the children
of the soil to see if they can get this line in prefernce to outside Company. But 1
am very pessimistic about this coming into cffect, for, in two instances in order
to safeguard the interests of the children of the soil, I asked the Companies newly
formed to reserve a portion of their share capital to be bought up by the children
of the soil, In spite of the fact that an advertisement was issued in the States-
man for one year, t_mc-tcnth _of the share capital reserved was not bought by the
children of the soil. (A voice :—Statesman !) My Friend interjected by saying ¢‘Sta-
tasman’’., but 1 am doubtful if a bigger number of people would have bought the
shares if these were advertised in Janasakti or Fugabheri. Sir, even in -this Com-
mercial Carrying Company whose licence was debated on the floor of this House
in 1938, 1 made mention that 1/6th of the share capital was reserved for the chil-
dren of the soil, if they W"é“ted to buy. About 10,000 rupees worth was bought.
In the Bengal & Assam emegt Company, I also wanted that at least 1/4th of the
share capital should be reserve for the people of the Province, that is, share
s & lakhs of JUPCEs was intended for the local people but only shares to the
value of Rs- 30,000 was subscribed. After all thesc experiences, it is useless to
hope that Ouv pSOPLE, will combine together, collect the capital and take up the
business. Anyd‘;’f)‘f\:illslli)’e tf};c time will soon come, advertisement will be iss}:zed in
z};ing?zette 5 r our hon. Members to take up this question in right

g YU
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Only one word more, Sir, that as the petrol ration was on the point of being

reduced we took promptstep to appoint a Special Officer, an expert on producer
gas. Luckily, we had a son of the soil who was already in service in Assam, a knowle-
dgeable man on the subject, or whose knowledge was brushed up with a refresher
coursc at Calcutta. He has now studied the question and is trying to get charcoal.
He will be willing to help every concern who are willing to turn from petrol to
producer gas. So, Sir, every possible step has been taken by Government in order
to ease the situation. I think, a time will come when all these complaints will be
a matter of the past.

The Hon’}alc the SPEAKER‘: Does Maulavi Magbul
press his Motion ?

Maulayi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : No, Sir, I
beg. leave of the House to withdraw the Motion. ¢

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think, the hon. Member has leave of the
House to withdraw his Motion. (after o pause.)

The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chaudhuri press
his Motion ?

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHUR] :
of the House to withdraw the Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think, the hon. M .
the House to withdraw his Motion. (g L on. Member has the leave of

The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House

Hussain Chaudhury

No, Sir, T beg leave .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :, Does Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed press his
Motion ? _ .

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED : No, Sir. I b Taikss t
withdraw the Motion, s eg leave of the House o

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 hope, the hon. Member has leave of the House
to withdraw his Motion (after a pause.)

The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House.

Now, according to time-table we are to begin Demand No.5 at 3-30 P. M.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: We can sit for half an hour more,
Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well; T shall
1o s e Habinds, Tath Acte

Does Babu Rabindra Nath Itya want to move his ion ?

*Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Yes, Sir. M. Spﬁite?nsﬁ s LS I,
that the total provision Of_ Rs. 2397300 under Grant No, 7, Major ilead,——l.‘l -—Charges
on Account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, at page 42 of the Budget, be ;-educed by
Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole Grant of Rs. 2,97,200 do g'st!ancl reduced by
Rs. 100.

(My object is to discuss the public inconvenience a
bus service between Karimganj and Sylhet and insuffi

Sir, I want to say a few words in addition to what has be i i
. . ! - n said e condi-
tion of Motor ‘I'ransport regarding fares. Sir, the fare betweeen Isél;;rir?xzzl:l; Efrllld gYIhet "
was formerly Re.l—a distance of about 35 miles—but it has now been raised to Rs. 3-
Similarly, Sir, between Sylhet to Maulavibazar—a distance of about 37 miles—the

previous fare wag annas 12 and now it has been raised to Rg. 3.a. Sir
the distance between Sylhet and Shillong is 86 miles and ?hg OéareAsfzgu ti?f(;v,clas;
passengers is Rs. 2-8-0 only. Se, Sir, the fares of those two routes mentioned above

*Speech not corrected,

allow another 15 minutes

rising from the increased fares for
clent number of daily timings.)
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have been raised out of all proportion and that is why I draw attention of the Govern-
ment by this Cut Motion to this aspect of the guestion and hope Government will take
such steps as to reduce the fares on those routes.

With these few words, Sir, I commend my Motion for the acceptance ol the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

<««That the total provision of Rs. 2,97,200 under Grant No. 7, Major head—12.—
Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, at page 42 of the Budget, be
reduced by Rs. 100, i.c., the amount of the whole Grant of Rs.2,97,200 do stand
reduced by Rs. 100. ©
M - Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I also support this Cut

otion.

*The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, this matter
was discussed in the Regional Transport Authority’s meeting at Sylhet.  Formerly, Sir,
one could engage a driver on Rs. 30 but now drivers are to be found out for about
Rs. 75 and prices of spare parts for motor. cars have also gone up very high. The Bus
Association represented this matter and after giving due consideration to everything the
fares have been raised. If things come to normal and if we find that the wages of
labour have come down we will see whether fares cannot be reduced.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. Member press his Motion

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : No, Sir, I beg leave of the House to with-
draw the Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member has  got Jeave of the

House to withdraw this Motion. (Afier a pause).

2

The Motion stands withdrawn with the leave of the House.

Then I am putting the whole grant No.7 as a question.

The qucstion is:

{¢That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,97,200 be granted to defray the charges which
me in the course of payment during the yecar ending an the 31st March, 1946,

will co _ s
¢12.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles

for the administration of ‘the head
Taxation Act.”
The Motion was adopted.
GRANT No. 8

13..—Other Taxes and Duties) -

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor ol Assam, I beg, to move that a
sum not exceeding Rs. 9,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come 1n the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1946, for thc administras
tion of the head ¢:13—Other taxes and duties’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : :

<«¢That a sum not exceeding Rs. 9,500 be granted to defray the charges which W}ll
come in the course of payment during the year ending on .thc 31st March, 1946, for
the ad ministration of the head ¢¢13,--Other taxes and duties”.

There are no Cut Motions. Is there to be any discussion on the Motion ?

(Aﬂe?’ a[?alfff)"_‘l am then putting it as a question.

The qucstlnn 18 2 2 "

«That a sum not exceeding Rs. 9,500 be granted to defray the charges which will
e in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst March, 1946, for
on of the head ““13.—Other taxes and duties™ ‘
was adopted. Cil

GRANT No. 14
i (30.—1’01".1;5 and Pilotage)
The Hon’ble Khan BfaHa'_duf Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
on the rccommcn'daUOH (o} 5 is Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, to move that
a sum not cxcecilglguljf&'q2’th?:0ytgirg:;:3_tcd to defray the charges which will come in the
5 me & - < - Iine . .

course O P ead ““30.—Forts and i ais et SO arch, 146, for fhe' ACE

*Speech not corrected.

com § .
the admlnlstrai_;l
The ¢guestion
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,000 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st-March, 1946, for the
administration of the head “30.— Ports and Pilotage.™

There is one Cut Motion standing in the name of Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.
Does he want to move his Motion ?

fabu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Yes, Sir. I beg, to move ‘that the total
Provision of Rs. 2,000 under Grant No. 14, Major Head_30.—Pg;ts and Pilotage, at
page 79 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, 7.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 2,000 do stand reduced by Rs. 100 :

(My object is to raise a discussion about the irregular Steamer Communication in
Province the by the Steamer Services maintained by Rivers Steam Navigation Com-
any. ;
& YS%r, it is well knpwn to all the hon. Members of the House that the Subdivision
of Sunamganj stands isolated from all parts of the world for want of regular communi-
cation, Last year, from my own experience, I may say that it took me, to go to my
village from Shillong, as many days as it took me for travelling from Madras to

hillong. This is, Sir, simply deplorable. The steamer service t

gylhet \gvith Bhairab Bgzqr and Mohan_ganj, the nearest railway static};z;t inqa%e:ggneci::
very irregular. Now, it is the season for the steamer service to operate from Chhatak
to Bhairab Bazar twice a wm:k‘;—on Saturdays and Tuesdays, But it is always found
that passengers waiting from b:lturdays and Tucsdays cannot catch the steamer before
Sundays and_\'\fcdnesdays, thus the valuable time of the people are wasted and how
disgusting it is for those who pass busy and Systematic life to lose time in this wa

With these words, Sir, T would arge upon  Government to maintain ayx.*e ular
steamer service between S}-‘Ihf‘.t and Bhairab Bazar, 8

The Hon’ble the SPEA]&ER : ~ Motion moved :

«“That the total provision of Rs. 2,000 under Grant No. 14 Major Hend—30.—
Ports and Pilotage, at page 79 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.,IOO i.e., the amount
of the whole grant ?f Rs 2,000 do stand reduced by Rs. 100, - 2

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
strictly speaking, the Cut Motion is not relevant to the Demand
This Demand relates to c}‘mrgr‘s on plfr)]tage given to the. steamer co
i pilois: 10 *th}? (,ovemmen_l sz:\e s. Howcvar, Sir, as the hon. Member has
mentioned his grievances I can ll.l{‘OI mrhlm that we hav.c already addressed the Steamer-
Company to have ,-(3‘(_;‘111:':1 service b?-]iwes?n Sunamganj and Sylhet and I will pe only
glad to urge this matter at!.al‘l_}llP?n the Steamer Co‘mpany. Th.e hon. Members will
however realise that regu arity ol communication is not possible due to military

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Does the hon, Member

u . ) press the Motion ?
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY :  No, Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw
my Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T hope the hop, Member has got leave of the
House to withdraw the Motion. (dfler a pause). The Motion stands withdrawn by
the leave of the House.  Then I'am putting thé Demang as a question.

The question 1s: )

“That a sum nort CXCECdl?g‘l R;. 2,300 be gl’arcllted T

. e course ol payment ¢ llrlng 1e year endin on thﬁ
g?]rx?:i:nlir;ut'gtion of head “30.—Ports and Pilotage.” g
The question was adopted.

* Mr. Speaker, Sir,
before the House.
mpanies for supply-

y the charges which will
31st March, 1946, for the

GRANT No. 16
(37.——I‘IducationmEumpean and Anglc-Indian)

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulav; SAYIDUR RAHMAN . Mr. Soealin 1S
on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg, topmove, that
a sum not exceeding Rs. 62,300 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1946, for (he administra-

tion of the head ““37.-—Education (Furopean and Anglﬂ-lndian)”_
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:I'he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : ;
‘That a sum not exceeding Rs. 62,300 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1946, for the
administration of the head “37.—Education (European and Anglo-Indian)”.

There are no Cut Motions. Is there to be any discussion on the Motion ?
(After a pause). Then I am putting it as a question.

The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 62,300 be granted to
come in the course of payment during the year ending on
administration of the head “37.—Education (European an

The question was adopted.

defray the charges which will
the 31st March, 1946, for the
d Anglo-Indian)”.

GRANT No. 28
on Allowances and Pensions,
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Mr, Speaker, Sir,
on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, to move
that a sum not exceeding Rs. 18,50,000 be grantcd to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1946, for
the administration of the head ¢¢55 —Superannuation Allowances and Pensions, etc.”
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : :

. ““That a sum not exceeding Rs. 18,50,000 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1946,
for the administration of the head “55.—Supr:rannuati?n Allowances and Pensions,

(55.—Superannuati etc.)

etc.”
There are no Cut Motions. Is there to be any discussion on the Motion ?  (4ffer

a pause). Then I am putting it as a question.

TIE‘e question is:

¢<¢That a sum not exceeding Rs. 18,50,000 be grant
will come in the course of payment during the year en
for the administration of the head = “55—Superannuation,

eto.”
The question was adopted.
GRANT No. 6.

(11.—Registration)

ed to defray the charges which
ding on the 31st March, 1946,
Allowances and Pensions,

Speaker, Sir, on the

1e Governor of Assam, I beg, to movVe
anted to defray the charges which will
ar ending on the 3lst March, 1946,

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: Mr.
recommendation of His Excellency th
that a sum not exceeding Rs.1,96,900 be gr
come in the course of payment during the ye
for the administration of the head «11,—Registration’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAK ER—Motion moved : _

That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,96,900 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment, during the year ending on the 31st March,

administration of the head “11.—Registration”.

1946, for the ]
There are three Cut Motions:
Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the provision

of Rs. 68,500 under Grant No. 6, Major head—11.—Registrations, Minor Head —
A.—District charges, Sub-head—1.—Pay of officers (total), at page 41 of the
Budget, - be reduced by Rs. 100, .., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 1,96,900

do stand reduced by Rs. 100,

Sir, my ochCE in moving this Cut Motion is to draw the attention of Govern-
ment for the need © ,CStablfSh‘ng a Sub-Registry office at Bhanugach. Sir, CGut Motions
No.l and 3 are practlcal!y the same. A few years ago there was a Sub-Registry office
at Kamalganj- It fu‘}czgniﬁ for some years and was then closed down during the last

ever SIn en I have heen moving again and again to have it

- depression, and s €
= s { ! .
re-opened. My submission is that as thereis a wide distance to cover between

e

l?\‘
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Bhanugach and Srimangal, near about cight or nine miles,t he

ut to great inconvenience for not havmg_ an office at their o
]];hanuo'ach is about three times that of Srimangal and natura !
Regist?ation, had there been the office at Bhanugach, would have been three times

what it is at Srimangal If Government do not consider the necessity of
n-lorcﬁ:li"]r?gg the office from Srimangal to Bhanugagh, then at all cost a separate office
tii:)‘:l d be established here. With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion for the
sh i

acceptance of the House.

i' ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Sir, I beg to move tha
£ RSMg;I;L(‘)IE) under Grant No.6, Major head—11.—R
o) . 3

people of Bhanugach are
wn place. “The area of
lly the amount of work for

y : t the provision
¢gistration, Minor head—A
S es, Sub-head—1.—Pay of officers (total), at page 41 of the Budget
]——Dlsgzlcfdcﬁir%{sf 100, ze., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 1,96,900 do stand
he re 3
. 100. : q :
rcduC‘}d byb'lizt of my moving the Motion is to raise a discussio
The o tjhe Derai Sub-Registry office into a regular establishment.
converting ear I tabled an identical Motion and the reply that came from the
_LaS_t,Y_Chargc’ was that the matter would be considered when War  condition jm.,
Minister -IUThis year, Sir, I have been  encouraged by the cq
rovcd-to a regular establishment to brin

n ahout the necessity of

: { the Barpeta
g up this matter again, In the Ekplana[t);o

office ttached to the list of news chemes Government say :—<“The ub-Reo

pote Eta was first made an  ex-officio  office. It was then ¢

Barpe®

] onverted into whole-tj
an experimental measure with effect from 6th October 1941 Si S
one a8 -

. n
-« has been retained on a temporary basis year afte:r year. The regy)t ce then the
ofhice he office has been very satisfactory. The statistics sho
ing of the for itself. 'The number of documents is increasing and the
than payganger of the office ever failing to be remunerative, "My submission is
slightest of Derai office is quite identical to that of Barpeta. ™ So simi]
condition been mcted out to the Derai office as well.
should have ain while the Barpeta office was started in 1941, CE "ot et
'Ijhenda% the year 1938. So, in all fairness, it should have f 2 al
establishe ) If war conditions did not prevent the Barpeta offi
over Barpct?iishmcnt, it should not be allowed to stand in the
regular cst;‘) AKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHUR] - : + DeE to movye .
Bf‘bu he total provision of Rs. 1,96,900 under Grant No. 6, Major hes d——-ll
That t t page 41 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i, the amung e -}:—-
Registratlo?’o?RIs 1,96,900 do stand redu&cd by Rs. 1?‘0. : Of the
'hole gran ion I want to criticise overnment for not openjy, 5 : X
ik By this I\I(INU;;} iIn South Sylhet Subdivision. 5 g2 Sub RCSIStI’aI‘ s
office at Kam-’:l‘ g1 ht this question before the House as early ag 193
Sir, I bz Olr%vas in charge of this szp‘artmf:nt, and g
Hon’ble M]mSliance from the present 1\*I1nls§er-m_-charge of Medica)
also got an a}f‘S? ¢ of this Department of Registration. V‘Vhen 1 oot hat assur
she was in CLa dgy Minister . I thought that that assurance Wwould be ed o £y
an Hon :]Euba;ﬂe and the proposal was t}-ll'OWI'l into the waste Paper hagket N:fv’ S
became assurance that might come from the present  Hon’hle Minister Lo ¥ ope
1‘hat aé’ly With these words, Sir, I comr-nend my Mopon for the. acceptance i l?uH be
fulfilled. rt the Motion of my hon. Friend, Maulavi Abdul » for the eqy b]f_l ouse
and support tf trar’s office at Bhanugach or Kamalganj. ablishment
of a Sub-Rf-'gl,’]‘D]e the SPEAKER :  Cut Motions moved -
'}:hiz) }'Ij?ﬁlat the provision of Rs. 68,500 under Grant No. 6, Major
R gistf.aﬁon Minor head—A.—District charges, Sub-head— —P
€ ]

8 while the same

: 100, ie.. the Y of officers (1o 1
Budget~ be 1<_3duced bV Rs > s aAmount f a ),
at Pziggﬁq';o%f;};estand reduced by Rs. 100. i ® the Whole pran i
e (’2) ?I'hat the provision of Rs. 68,500 under Grant N,

. . ¥ 63 Ma'or h
. : inor head—A .—District charges, _Sub-head___l‘___ J €ad—17y,__
thlgjzézaz;";} tﬁ”ﬁudget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e. :

H

Y o OmCer-‘
» the amoyny § (total),
Rs. 1,96,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 100, Nt of the Whole grant of -
5. 1,70,
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(3) That the total provision of Rs. 1,96,900 under Grant No. 6, Major head—11.
—Registration, at page 41 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of
the whole grant of Rs. 1,96,900 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.”

The Hon’ble  Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : As regards Motions Nos. 1 and 3,
Sir, we had a Sub-Registry office at Kamalganj which was started in 1920, but as a
measure of economy it had to be abolished in 1932, Since recent time there has been a
proposal for reopening this Sub-Registry office at Kamalganj and the matter is already
under the consideration of Government. During these abnormal times it is very
difficult to get materials. Government have decided that this project will be considered

again as soon as the situation improves. Relating to the Derai Sub-Registry office, a

similar Motion was moved
gave an assurance that as soon as the situation - improved the matter would be consi-

dered. I can tell the hon. Mover that the demand for Barpeta Sub-Registry office is
greater than that of the Derai office. I again repeat my assurance to my hon. Friend
that the matter will be taken up as soon as the situation improves. All the projects
involving additional expenditure have at present been deferred until the end of the

war. :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury press his

Motion ?
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : No, Sir, I beg leave of the House to

withdraw my _Motion. ; :
The Motion was withdrawn with the leave of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chaudhuri
press his Motion ? _ o

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: No Sir, I beg leave of
the House to withdraw my Motion. .

The Motion was withdrawn with the leave of the House.
e Hon’ble the SPEAKER: As regards Cut Motion No. 1 standing in the

Th -
name of Maulavi Abdul Aziz, I do not find the hon. Member in his seat. Therefore, I
ut the Motion to the vote of the House. The question is :

st 1 1
4 “pThat the provision o

Minor head—A.—District charges, Sub-head—1.

f Rs. 68,500 under Grant No. 6, Major head-—11.—Registra-
Pay of officers (total), at

tion,
41 of t
Eigi,%,()oo do stand reduced by Rs. 100.”

The Question was negatived.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :
cThat a sum not c_:xcccding Rs. 1,96,900 be gr“}“Cd to defray the charges which
ill come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1946, for
glc administration of the head ‘11.—Registration’.”

he question was adopted.
s GRANT No. 27
54A.—FAMINE RELIEF

Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: On the recomnendation of His

The . :
Excellency the Govi{nm dog Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding
000> be grantec to gelray the charges which will come in the course of payment

. 50, - i

gjring 00 .}’eaﬁgﬁgﬁgg on the 31st March 1946, for the administration of the head

¢ '_____Famll'lc l

: 54AThe Hon’ble thetSPEAc{{_.ERIi Motion moved :

c«That a sum not exceeding Rs. 50,000 be granted to defray the charges which will

o -t coutse o PRYRESt dusing the v Gl on dhe 31 March 1046 o

ome ¥ ratio A —Famine Relief?.”

- dtere QBDCEJ;;‘H]E’%%I 2(;?HAUD-HURY: Sir, I beg to move that the provision of
,, 50,000 under Grant No, 37 Major head—_54A. —Tamine Relicl, Minor head—l

_._.-Fa.mmedl};: ui{’s. 100, i.e. tllc-—c}ratmtous Relief (total), at page 139 of thsTbudesy

pe reduced by » amount of the whole grant of Rs. 50,000 do stand

reduced by Rs. 100.

by the same hon. Member in the last Budget Session and I

he Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.c., the amount of the whole grant of-
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Sir, the object of my moving this Motion js to raise a discussion about the non-
utilisation of the grant. In the year 1943-44 the same sum of Rs. 50,000 was provided
for famine relief. Out of this amount, within the year, only Rs. 6,000 was spent in the
non-excluded areas and Rs. 3,000 was spent in excluded areas. In the current year,
the budgeted figure for the non-excluded areas was Rs. 50,000 and Rs. 5,000 for
excluded areas, but out of this only Rs. 17,000« has been spent for non-excluded areas
and Rs. 3,000 spent for excluded areas. My idea is, that the actuals of 1944-45 will be
still lower in the current year. We: have Rs. 53,000 in the next year’s Budget for
Famine Relief. We have got Rs. 50,000 for non-excluded areas and Rs. 3,000 for
excluded areas and as things are going this sum also will remain unspent. So, my
submission, Sir, is that this sum ought to have been properly utilised. I ask the
Hon’ble Minister what is the definition of “famine’” ? Isit not a fact that most of our
people are always living in famine conditions ?

I will urge upon the Hon’ble Minister not to sit tight over the sum, but to spend it
for beneficial puposes.  With these words, I commend my Motion for the acceptance of

1e House.
= The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

«That the provision of Rs. 50,000 under Grant No. 27, Major head —54A .
Famine Relief, Minor head—A .—Famine Relief, Sub-head—(b)—Gratuitous Relief
(total), at page 139 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs. 50,000 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.” )

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is fortunate
that nothing untoward happened during the year to justify the provision. But
at the same time we cannot” forget that any moment a calamity may overtuke
us and it may be a much bigger one. It was a -matter of estimate, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Does the hon. Member press his Motion ?

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: No, Sir. I beg leave of the House
to withdraw the Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I hope the hon. Member has got leave of
the House to withdraw his Motion. (After a pause). y ;

The Motion stands withdrawn by the leave of the House.

Then I am putting the Demand as a question.

The question is:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 50,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1946, for the administration of the head ‘54A-—Yamine Relief”.”

The Question was adopted.

GRANT No, 15,
(36.—SCGIENTIFIC DEPARTMENTS)

#The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: On the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move
that a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,500 be granted to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1946, for the administration of the head ¢36.—Scientific Departments’.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved:

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,500 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1946, for the administration of the head ¢36.—Scientific Departments”.

There is no Cut Motion.

I am putting it as a question.

The question is: .

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,500 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1946, for the administration of the head ¢36.-—Scientific Departments’.”

The question was adopted.

*The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN. being absent, the Hor’ble
Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri moved the Demand. ¥

)
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GRANT No. 5
A (10.—FORESTS)

The Hox} ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the
recommendation of His. Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg to move
th.at a sum not exceeding Rs.25,13,400 be granted to = defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst March
19463 for the administration of the head ‘10.—Forests’.”

‘F he Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

_ “That a sumnot exceeding Rs. 25,13,400 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the ycar ending on the 31st
March 1946, for the administration of the head ¢10.—Forests’.”

There are as many as thirteen Cut Motions of which by two Motions hon.
Members want to discuss the policy of the Department. Hon. Members may also speak
about the subjects under other Cut Motions and give vent to their party grievances
which they want to be put before Government. So I want that Cut Motions
No. 9 or No. 10 may be moved cither by Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury or by Mr.
Baidyanath Mookerjee. .

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: I will not move Cut Motion
No. 9%, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move  that the
total provision of Rs. 25,13,400 under Grant No.5, Major head—10.—Forests, at page
38 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 25_,13,400 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

Sir, I have tabled this Motion to criticise the policy of Government with regard to
the Forest Department. Sir, in the Budget, it will be found that the Revenue of this
Department has increased 5 times the normal so far as the surplus is concerned ; by
surplus I mean what is left over after meeting the expenditure. Now, Sir, specially in
the average receipts of last two years it will be found that it is 60 lakhs of rupees. So it
is evident that deforestation is going on, on 2 large scale. But if we see the amount
allotted for improvement and extension of forests, Sir, it will be found that the meagre
sum that has been allotted is really most ridiculous ; for Working Plan it will be found

that the average expenditure is Rs. 7,000 per year. As I have taken the average in the
enditure side also. Under

receipt side I am taking the average of two years of the exp
it will be found that the

the Working Plan and so far as Regeneration is concerned, )
Members last year pointed out

average expenditure is only Rs.15,000. Many hon.
this fact to Government that it was high time that they should try to extend the forest

on a planned basis and more money should be allotted for this purpose. :
amount greater than that of the

So far as Sylviculture is concerned, I find that an r 1

Jast year has been provided. But I understand, Sir, that there is no particular officer
in charge of the Department. Sir, only the work of the Sylviculturist will not - serve
our purpose. The experiment that will be made by that Department must be given
effect to by extending our forests and unless that is done, as I always say, Sir, we are
using up the capital of the l?rovince in the name ol: revenue and we are not trying to
replace the same. Now, Sir, another fear that arises in my mind_ is this and it has
mentioned on other occasions as well that due to this deforestation there is a

een
b ¢ chance of flood. Some hon. Members brought this also to the notice of the

yT€ad
%;.Overnn.nent bus, Sir, without paying any heed to these warnings Government is going
on merrily deforesting the Province.

Sir, so far as cinchona cultivation is concerned, we understand that Govern-
ment has accepted a plan for 3 years and every year only hundred acres will be culti-
vated. Now, Sir, we have heard on the floor of the House, not only from the hon.
Members but even from the Hon’ble Minister in his speech, that we have not got sufhi-
nt cinchona or quinine for our purpose and even the Central Government could not

cie : : - :
Wms Province with the required quantity of quinine and they have supplied its
*That the total provision of Rs.25,13,400.under Grant No.5, Major head—10,—Forests, at
. = ’

f the Budget, b d : i
gag:ta;;% O;-cducccdu bgyc Rs'foﬁr.c.uced by Rs. 100, {... the amount of the whole grant of Rs.25,13,400
S < = :
To raise a discussion about ener .
¢ the general policy of the Government)

e —
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substitute. Sir, there are about 4,000 acres of land which are quite suitable for cin-

chona cultivation in this Province. I think, Sir, it is high time that Government

- should pay more attention to this aspect of the matter and try to cultivate cinchona an

a larger scale so that we may derive the desired effect soon. Sir, we heard from the
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge Jast year that Governmen: have adopted both the Russian

mecthod and  the ordinary method and according to the Russian method we can
manufacture cinchona every 30 months.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI:

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: But I remember perfectly well that last
time the Hon’ble Minister said 30 months, However, when he says that it is 22 months
it suits me even better and if the plantation can be adequately increased, we shall get
suflicient quantity of quinine in 1947 in that case.

I shall bring another point to the notice of this hon’ble House that in wany
places in the Province wild elephants are destroying the crop. On the one hand the
Government are pushing forward the Grow-More-Food Campaign and on the other
hand they are not paying any heed to the dangers of this d
thereby risking the crop to be damaged in the case of floods
elephants. There should be sufficien nunber of khedq operations to check the latter evil.

Lastly, I would warn Government that unless they pay their whole-hearted atten-
tion to the extension of forests it will be dangerous for this Province so far as
this department is concerned and I think, if necessary, they should employ
one particular qualified officer as Sylviculturist, Otherwise the money that will be
spent under this head may be wasted. There may be officers who are devoting
their attention casually to these matters ; s0, for other matters these officers will not be
in a position to give their proper attention. The Cuinservators of Forests are occasion-
ally doing this work as I understand. So, the work of supervision of other branches is
suffering and neither this nor that is being done satisfactorily.  So suggest a Special
Officer may be soon appointed for this purpose and Tore money may be allotted for
regeneration works on the basis of the sylviculture experiments.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Cut Motion moved :

““That the total provision of Rs. 25,13,400 under Gr
Forests, at page 38 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100,
grant of 25,13,400 do_stand reduced by Rs.100.° _

Mr. R. A, PALNI_ER :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, my Qut Motion* refers particularly
to the District of Lakhimpur but there is no doubt that it will apply to other districts
ol the Province. )

It is probably well known to -ali hon. Members that for many years past thatch
and cane mahals have been sold annually by public auctiop,

This system worked well in peace time when ordinary trade channels kept prices
at a reasonable level, but, unfortuna-tely, at the present fime this competition is non
existent as the Armed Forces are taking large. quantities leaving insufficient quantities
for the ordinary man’s requirements, thus opening up the possibility of black-marketing.

We heard in this House on Monday that «the price for 1,000 bundles of thatch in
Dibrugarh in the years 1933-34 was R, 45, but to-day g price of Rs. 140 to Rs. 180
is being openly asked. - X 0

It is obvious under these conditions thay auctioning mahals
are prepared to pay any amount for the mahgl with
of getting their money back with
eliminating the legitimate trader,
Dibrugarh which sold by auction

22 months.

eforestation affair and
and in other cases by

ant No.5, Major head—10.—
2.¢., the amount of the whole

is a farce, as gamblers
the hope (I might say the certainty)
large profits on .the black market, thereby
As an example, I understand that a mahal at

in 1944 for Rs.39,000 is year for
Rs.1,25,000. - I have been unable to verify these figures byt I belzilcsavgo‘l[?le:;ntboy fl::i; cor-

rect. The Hon’ble Minister will find it impossible to convince the House that this large

*That the provision of Rs. 58,173 under Grant No. 5, Maior head i
o1 Fn 8y —10.—Fore —A.
—Conservaney and Works, Sub-head—-ll.-—~hmbcr and other produce remov]t;-:gl Lsfts’l Nlt}?orfcf:'e;?s by.
consumers and purchasers (total), at page 39 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. oo o th g amount of
the whole grant of Rs. 25,13,]4-00 do stand reduced by Rs. 100, = AT >
(To draw attention to the unsatisfactory policy of disposing of T / ction
which is resulting in profiteering in these commodities.) = n -hateh and Cane o
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extra amount will not be recovered from the unfortunate consumer and he will find it
difficult to refute that Government is sharing the loot. _ .

T strongly urge Government to dissociate themselves from  this scandal at
once and re-negotiate the settlement of the mahals on a sounder basis and to ensure the
settlement with men, not only of proved integrity, but proved experience 1n this work.

I suggest that mahals should be settled with experienced persons, not on payment
of a lump sum but on a basis of actual costs settled by Government plus an agreed
profit per 1,000 bundles of thatch. )

This would ensure a fair price to the consumer and a fair profit to the trader and
moreover as the total profit made would depend on the amount sold, it would encourage
Mmaximum extraction, a very important matter when every bundle of thatch is needed.

The question of giving a bonus for extra extraction above estimated yiclds might
also receive the attention of Government.

With these words, I support the Motion. .

Srijut BELIRAM DAS : Sir, since the appointment of Mr. R. N. De, as the Second
Conservator of Forests, who has been placed in charge of the Lower Assam Division,
the Assamese forest contractors have been very much affected. The result has been
that outsiders are getting preference over Assamese contractors and the Assamese

contractors are being gradua[ly eliminated from timber l.)usmc‘s's. He has takell_ forest
contracts in the name of his brother-in-law and some of his [riends and relations of
the other valley. It is clamoured by the people of Lower Assam that Mr. De has
some shares in contract works in Kamrup and Garo Hills. In Kamrup district none
of the Assamese contractors has been given monopoly of forests, 19“‘-’ outsiders have got
the monopoly. I mention the name of Mayang Hill in my constituency.

At Kukurmara, there are reserve lands near the Trunk Road which have b
leased out té@ the Assamese contractors and shop-keepers. But now these lands are being
taken away from the hands of the Assamese people in order to give the same to some

outsiders under the pretext that the outsiders are big contractors. )
Since last year, it has been scen that elephant mahals are being given only to the

Rajas and Zcmindars of the Goalpara District. The Rajas and Zemindars of the
Goalpara District keep elephants for their luxury and for management _ol the;r
estates. . Whereas the Assamese elephant owners keep these clephants for carning their
livelihood. So the actual koonki owners should get preference in, the settlement of
elephant mahals over Rajahs and Zemindars. i

Sir, I have gathered the view of the general public that Mr. De should be trans-
ferred from the Lower Assam Division and that another officer, preferably the Senior
Clonservator, be placed in charge of the Lower Assam Division. = With these words, 1
support the Motion. = : ~ g

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA : ==t Tetafe wcetva, aiiE |itd
e g @l BiBIE Al aits o18 wEck Atf g IfECT 5iZ | = STAeS Forest
Departmentas contract Trrtiaoe onedl za m re¥e: immigrant &3 fogald
contract crem z3TerE W'l «¥ &9 I@I SfeITID A3 RICiEEE R (R atfi
g public wiwizaify T2 <A (wtag Afesta za A1F | @I immigrant ¢
fswq que T cate wicy Atz landless, gl 57 @az RS At 73S 47, I
serife ifea wifam @t <7 5% Forest Departmentad ¢TI contract Sit7d
crgm =@ A1E | st 12, clfaETiie ¢ stamet fg=ta 92 =7 Bt =13, A, 49
So3ife contract Tt a7 RSICT contract fAwad #7198 I AL, 3w J. N.
Nandi, &j. Nanda Lal/o_]ha, Sj. S. N. Pait, «a: B. K. Bose z@iffr—sizitnaz
Ay, 7%, A=A a7c 74 W2 Tferaz afywid contract crem =R | IE!
qATE i @ wielfeg | T @ wdw zTee MATTAST =ieT PTEA @R
lmm(iggdrar‘lt f‘;‘?c;ﬁ Sigitwd Ui sharel‘@laxﬁ crem Boe 220T |

aulavi Matior Rahman Mia while supporting i g7 st

of contracts of the Forest Department should]bpcmgtil\:::tl’l lil)ﬁ tﬁ/{:oitil?xﬁli;?;l-;tgl.l)nt duc shgy

1 That the provision cf Rs.9,85.700 under Grant I B Tor M
Establishment (b0, at pags 40 of the B\?d;;t ik rcdﬁéggabl\il?ggrl(lllga_d—llo.hl"mcst, Minor head—B.—
15 400 Ao Nand reduced by Ra100° Y . i.e., the amount of the whole grant
To criticise the conduct of  the office o 3 T
(To criticise the conduc Icers  concerned in matter of giving Forest contract to the

Muslims.)
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Srijut KAMESWAR DAS:  Sir, T wish to bring one matter affecting my subdivi-
sion to the notice of Government. It may be a small matter {rom the point of view
of Government, but all the same it is important from the point of view of the public.
What it is will be clear from the note appended to Cut Motion| No.6 that stands
in my name to-day. Sir, the fuel problem of Barpeta has assumed a serious pro-
portion in recent times. It is clear to any one who has been to the subdivision or has
any personal knowledge of it. Unlike other places, the southern part of Barpeta, being
low, grassy land, grows a very small proportion of tree or bamboo fuel. Formerly reeds,
which were available, were used as fuel together with the drift wood of the Beki river.
Gradually however with the reclamation of the available jungle land, reeds have
become scarce, and the people not being accustomed to the use of coal, had only the
drift wood of the Beki river as their source of fuel supply. But recently by the sale of
the drift timber of the Beki, fuel has not only been made scarce but also prohibitively
costly. It is now as costly as rice itself at Barpeta, and 1 think the Government have
a duty to do somecthing in this matter. They have failed to do anything so far and
this is why I bring this matter to the notice of Government and I hope Government
will not hesitate to remove the very great hardship to the people of Barpeta by cancel-
ling the existing sale and permanently stopping future sale as well.

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Speakar, Sir, T had a Cut Motion*
standing in my name by which I wanted to discuss about the failure of Government to
protect man and property from the ravage and destructions caused b
the subdivision of Mangaldai. .

Sir, ﬁ"om‘thc month_'of ‘jaz'siha to the month of Pous last, herds of wild elephants
were moving in the subdivision, especially in the northern part of it, and were causing
damage to the standing crop. When they did not find enough of the crops in the fields
they began to move f{rom village to village, and from house to house causing damage
to the paddy stocked in the granary. When people attempted to scare them away these
elephants attacked'them and killed as many as 13 persons last year. This fact was
brought to the notice of Government and they by way of help opened a petty shikar
late in the month of January last. T thank Government for opening this petty shikar,
but, -Sir, I believe, this is doing more harm to the people than helping them. By
petty shikar only small elephants can be caught, but the bigger elephants which cause
damage to the standing crop remain untouched. If the Government want to deal
with these bigger clephants they should open kkeda shikar in the subdivision. Only
in this way the people of my subdivision can be saved from the depredations caused
by thesc clephants. (4 voice:—Why not use rifles ?).  ‘There are rifles, but bullets are not
available now-a-days. Government should therefore open kheda shikar.

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, there is insistent complaint
against the gross abuse of ministerial powers in the administration of this Department.
I shall cite only one instance to show that. The fishiny right in the Sarolini Beel in
the Laokhowa Forest Reserve of Nowgong district was duly advertised for sale in public
auction on the 10th of May 1944. The sale was conducted by the Divisional Forest
Officer. There were two bidders, one Shamsher Ali and " another Hussian Ali Sarkar.
Shamsher Ali’s bid was for Rs, 10,175 and that of Hussain Ali Sarkar’s was for
Rs. 10,150, and as the acceptance of the bid, the value of which exceeds Rs. 10,000,
needs the sanction and approval of the Conservator of Forests, the Divisional Forest
Officer sent the names duly to the Conservator of Forests, who in his turn approved
the higher bid of Shamsher Ali. Shamsher Ali was duly informed of the fact and he
paid up 10 per cent. of the bid as earnest money and it was accepted iy the Divisional

y wild elephants in

tThat the provision of Rs.15,27,681 under Grant No.5. Major head—10.—Forest, Minor head—A.—
Conservancy and Works (total), at page 39 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.1,000, i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.25,13,400 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

(To criticise Government action in allowing the fuel situation of Barpeta to become a serious menace
to the population specially by their sale of the Beki drift timber.)

*That the provision of Rs.15,27,681 under Grant No.5, Major head—10,—Forests, Minor head—A.
—Conservancy and Works (total), at page 39 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100 ie.’ the amount of
the wholedgra,m olf I{f§.25,13,LLDDG(lo stand reduced by Rs.100, % i O ket

To discuss the failure of Government to protect m one 3 destruction
e ia vissmirn Ui Babd it Mangaidany o propety from thegvEEEE
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is too che.p, | ave all on a b etter places, that is to sa " € poor
d1fﬁ_cu1t position. There they cannot m transferred to the Hills ThYe, where living
to live without any servant. If the Hon’baf:ital'n their family and they hay all;e put toa
1 say, Sir,’a man wi e Minister wants I ve been forced
10 serv - Q 1ts I can enumerat
es at Sylhet should not be s e good many
e
nt to Haltuga()n’

cases like that.
or such other places. H
e has got a number of children to mainta
.n and all

Dibrugarh :
on a sudden he should not be transferre
S Hon’ble the SPEAKER e
Rt The hon. M
. Member should finish no i
: w. The Hon’ble

Minister should get some time t
* Maulavi ABDUR RA N
As regards serious a legatio 5 ry well, Sir
some of the high officials on the?: th?_t have been mac’]e b
policy of giving contracsgssollxt,igfftlheclspeakers Agaifist
s, I should draw the speci
pecial

attention of Government to th
c B
ugly things that are goi
are going on. I do not think there

S
peech not corrected,




" from having reaped a bumper profit out of the
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should be tull disclosure. The Forest Utilisation Officer was
but it is Mr. De who interfered in the matter
the clutches of criminal prosccution,

About giving contracts many ugly things are
upon Government to look into the matter. |
charge of Forests.

Then Sir, I come to the general question of timber.
certain policy that 70 to 80 per cent. of the timber should b
the result is that the public are not getting any
lian population are extrcmcr}y sutlering for this.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA - Sir, in the heat of this discussion we should
not lose sight of t_he fact that this Forest Department has added a net revenue of Rs.30
lakhs to the Provincial E\‘:chgqm-r in th-e vear 1944-45.  So ip that respect our oflicers
deserve commendation of this I—Ipus_c mnasmuch have taken all pains to credit
such a huge amount to the Provincial Exchequer. But the question is whether that ig
being done at the cost of our forest wealth or whether our capital has been frittered
away. Ol course, I am sure, the Hon’ble Minister and 1he Heads of the Department
will see to it so that in order to earn revenue or meect demands of the war we do not
lose our capital itself. )

Then thg control orders are certainly operating harshly on the timber
A representative of thp tm_]bcr mm:cham ol Karim‘gauj met me before T left. I think,
Sir, there is a great c!lspa.nty of prices between Bengal and Assam markets of timber.
So there is scope for ncreasing the controlled price of Assam timber having regard (o
the fact that the cost of extraction has gone 4 {old higher and the charges of conversion
also has gone up very high _110\v‘-a-da_\'s. r’}nd as the price in Bengal market is far higher
“than that of Assam thc‘re‘ 1s scope for gving certain increment in rates to the timber
extractors and the saw mills of the Province, The G

: . \ overnment shouid not try to profit
at the expense of the timber merchants who, a

£ i s I am told, have heen hard hit by this
control order. That iswhy I would ask the Hon’ble Minister whether in view of the

improvement in the war position it is not high time for them to revise their control
orders so that certain amount of latitude can be gwven {o the timber merchants, who far
: ] war market have been adversely
affected on account of'tlu: operation of the control order, : i
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: My, Speaker, Sir, I have listened
very carefully to the speeches made by different Mcmbcrs who have preceded ine and I
have come to the only one conclusion that the (}ovcr_‘npwut is following a policy ot
greed and a policy of suicide in carrying out the admn}lstmliuu of the Forest Depart-
ment. 1 want to lay particular stress . the matter which has heeq brought to notice of
the House by my hol_l- Fnend? Mr. lalmer_‘ .I do not know whether the officer
holding the auction 1s responsible or whether ILis a part of the policy o Government
thas irrespective of luture consequences all efforts are made to secure a large amount
of money, I mean a large amount of revenue. It gsp happens at times that the officer
conducting a sale has‘a particular party in mind and so long that party has not _reached
that amount the auction is kc_pt open: the same thing has happened with regard to the
settlement of fisheries in the d;str_tct of Kamrup. The price has considerably increaseq
this time. I know of a fishery of Barpeta which Was previously sold at Rs.6,000 but this
year it has been sold at Rs.36,000. 1In the Gauhati Subdivision a fishery which wa:;
sold in the previous year at Rs.20 has been settled this year at Rs.1,000. " The office s
are very happy because they tnink that they have gained the approbation of G'overn5
ment by raising revenue. The _Commlssioner whose duty it is .
things and to confirm the sales has simply danced a i ;
up so high and the Hon’ble Minister when he meets
Sir, the other matter which has
Mr. Mookerjee, is a very serious one.  We have seen that
denuded. I have attended this House for the last 20
Member-in-charge of the Forest Deparument
it is their duty to conserve and not to destroy

going to be prosecuted,
and hushed it up. He saved him from

going on. I would urge
do not rely on the Hon’ble Minister-in-

Government have adopted
e rescrved for the Military
timber for their purpose. The civi-

as they

merchant,

been  dealt with by my hon. Friend,

the forest has entirely been

vears or so and have heard the

and the expert Forest Officers to say that
forest in such pell-mell fashion as they
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have been doing to-day. But what we are seeing now ? The forest has been denuded
for the enhancement of Government revenue. On one hand the forest has been
denuded and on the other the grazing reserves have been thrown open to cultivators for
increasing the revenue by the same Hon’ble Minister. What is going to happen to the
Province we tremble to think. The Government should now cry a halt to their policy
and consider seriously whether they should run merely after getting more and more
revenue, Sir, stories about settlement of waste land with people coming from outside the
Provinée are heard. Government want more money, more revenuc and therefore they
do not hesitate to settle land without keeping anything for the future expansion of the
Province.

Sir, I have heard that certain controlled price has been fixed for the timber, but
whenever you go ta purchase timber at controlled price you never get it. That is a
myth. I think, Sir, he whole intention of fixing prices is to see that the Government
can purchase the timber at a low cost. It is pever intended for the benefit of the
public. The public at large do not get timber at controlled price and the public -at
large cannot have any use of timber because they will never be given permit to
purchase C. I. sheets, cement, and other building materials. The permit system has
heen brought in only to favour a few fortunate. The resalt is, Sir, that the labourers
have been hard hit, the contractors ‘have been hard hit, They have to pay more and
yet little. I think, Sir, the system has to be revised. .

The other matter on which I should like to touch -is the allegations which have
Leen made by my hon. Friend, Mr. Beliram Das. He is a responsible member of
‘he Congress Party and he belongs to the place from which the complaints come. In
irness to the officer, viz., the Junior Conservator of Forests concerned, T would ask the

[on’ble Minister to hold a sifting enquiry and if fault is frund to deal with him pro-

serly. The Hon’ble Minister ~ ought mot to be satisfied with —merely
ransferring  him. The Hon’ble Minis.er should hold an enquiry ; if itis found
hat the allegations are anfounded he should be exonerated publicly ; otherwise he
hould be punished. . _ ) :
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Sir, we have received serious reports regarding
rest Officers to the evicted villagers from Patherkandi. Though the
Jon’ble Minister-in-charge has asked them to go to I\Ia_nikhz}nd Reserve for clearing
| ses and for making preparation for cultivation, for some

ungles, construction of hou or
laf}, th’ev could not exact orders from the local officers,  They were then compelled to
nter the Reserve without any order being communicated to them and the Forest

Sfficials once threatened them to demolish their houses by elephants. No doubt this
Jasty business was donc to exact money from poor cultivators. :

Another situation has arisen now, Sir.  The Pat_harkandl South .P::oy:ct has been
,bandoned and orders have been issued that they might return to their former vx}lages.
Ihey are at a fix now as to what to do. They have not yet got their full compensation for
heir former removal. How can they Sl for the second time after spending so much
honey and labour for their new place ? Moreover, Sir, a portion of the compensation
money of some of the mhabltants of Barungg _:md B;garrdmra is demanded by the "T'ri-
pura Qrate. 1 cannot make ogt why Fhe [l'lplt_li‘a State should dc:mand_SO per cent. of
compensation from those unfortunate villagers. The hon. Members of this House will be
horrified to know the 1'm.s€fl‘ahlf‘ P'llght of those evicted villagers from Patherkandi area.
When they were first cvlct'cd il‘](’j}' had to travel from place to place like® vagabonds
cearching for shelter and '{}_tbll)fi 1\\’%}’ tbcy were attacked with diseases and many of
them perished. I think, Sir, Dr. Crlfz(l} will bear me out in this matter. I therefore,
Sir, appeal to the House to urgelupr?n sovernment for making satisfactory arrangement
in order to save those poor people from destruction.

The Hon’ble Mm:ﬂaw_MTiI\AWVVAR ALI: I wish, Sir, I had sufficient time to
reply to each and every point brought forward before this august Assembly. Generally
speaking, Sir, criticisms have been both constructive as well as destructive. I welcome
those criticisms that are constructive and I shall try my level best to see ' as t tlim'()
. implementation, sO tar as it may be practicable, Reearding the B e G 9 i
S T Member of the Congress Group—th iy ng structive criticisms
Sir, P e Member from Nowgong, Mr. Mahi

he treatment of Fo
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Chandra Bora—has brought forward certain allegations for which he said that if he
were allowed time to bring out all the facts before the hon’ble House, the Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge of Forests would have to hang his head in shame. T wish, Sir,
that without making such sweeping generalisations in which he so freely indulged
and took bulk of his time, he had the courage to bring these forward before the House
and I can assure him that the Ministry would fully Justify the action they have taken
and they would have nothing to be ashamed of. T do not know, Sir, in what capacity
he has brought forward the bid of one of the bidders in ‘the Soralini Beel. None of
the allegations nor the causes of it have been brought forward by the bidder himself
to our notice. I may tell the hon. Member for his edification that that bidder, though
his bid was only higher than the next highest by Rs.25, had also defaulted and had over
and above several weighty reasons in the vital interest of the children of the sojl.

Sir, the criticisms offered by our hon. Friend, Mr., Mookerjee, deserve very careful
consideration. As regards Regeneration and Working Plan, etc., I think the hon.
Members’ notice must have been drawn to the pProvision of mc;ney for making the
Working Plan branch permanent. They must have also noticed that the entire §ubor_
dinate Forest Service, from the Guard at the bottom upwards to the Deputy Ranger
has been thoroughly re-organised and an additional ultimate expenditure of Rs.1,20§)00
per annum is going to be spent for the purpose.  Mr, Mookerjee also referred to the
possibility of increasing the cinchona cultivation. Well, Sir, no one in this House is
more anxious than the Government for the increase in the cinchona cultivation.
Government have launched upon a very hold scheme of providing one hundred acres
of cinchona plantation annually entailing huge expenditure and I can assure the House
that Government will not falter in going with their forward move in this direction,

Regarding Sylviculture, he thinks that a wholetime officer should be appointed.
Sir, we are very anxious to find one such person who car. be a wholetime employee of
Government for this purpose.  But we have hitherto fajled to find one. We have in
our mind that one wholetime Of:ﬁ?Cl' should bs: provided and as soon as a suitable man
will be available, we will lose no time to appoint one.

Then regarding desloretation, of course, it must be admitted that larger
quantities of timber had to be brought out on account of the war necessities But [
can assure the House that every care is being taken to see that the futore of che forests
is not jeopardised. The hon. Member who dilated on this point did not specifically say
in what way the forests were being degenerated. He made some general remarks only;
although I admit that to certain extent war necessities compelled us to do larger
cuttings than we would have done normally.

Our hon. Friend, Mr. Palmer, h:as l.)rought one fact to our notice that extraordinary
bids are offered in auction. On Pl‘mﬂlp‘l’«’i the Same matter was brought forward by
Mr. Chaudhuri, particularly in respect of fisheries, This question has already been
ecngaging my serious attention and I am glapl, Sir, that the hon. Members have also
drawn mv attention to it. It must be admitted, that auction is  the best method in
normal circumstances and no better mct}}ods could be devised hitherto. Tt has struck
me very much that the bids are cxtrao;:dmal_'ily high and I might inform the House
that in certain cases I had to use my discretion in hringing down the bids under the
special prerogatives vested in Government u_n.cler Rule 190(A) of the Fishery Rules.
As regards sale of fishery Mahals by competition o otherwise, for the best method, 1
would invite the assistance of the hon., ;\'Ic_ambers to suggest to me at their leisure,
compatible with the rules and law prevailing,

Now, Sir, one matter, namely, the serious allegations that have heen brought
against one of the topmost officers of the Depqrtment. The number of Indian Offcers
in the highest rank in the Forest Department is very few, and when we had an Indian
Officer as a head of the Department, I thought that the Province was going to be
happy. If the allegations brought forward by the hon. Member who generally speaks
in hyperbolic languages, are founc! to be true after a sifting enquiry, as suggested bi’
my Friend, Mr. Chagdhun,leﬂ?ct.we steps will be taken against that _officer b_Y g9=
merely transferring him but inflicting upon him a punishment that he might deserve.
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points that have been mooted out.

ht forward by our Comrade Friend, T shall be breaking
embers that the same hon. gentleman went to my

Bungalow with certain of his clients and made the same complaints before me. 1 assured
him that I would look into the matter and he came away quite satisfied. Thereupon 1
thought the matter ended there. But in spite of that as be thought it fit to bring forward
the same matter before the House, I can only reiterate the assurance that 1 gave him.

Regarding the controlled rates, Sir, the same story would repeat as in the cas¢ of
paddy control,  There is scarcity of timber and wood material in  this Province.
When the control order in the supply cf ricc and paddy was promulgated they went to
a very large extent into black market. I think, Sir, in the lizht of the suggestions that
have been made on the floor of the House by different hon. Members I would examine
this question and see what benefit could be endered to the children of the soil.

In view of what I have stated on behalf of Government, I think, Sir, that the hon.

Member might withdraw his Motion.
SPEAKER : Does Mr. Moo

I think, Sir, I have traversed all the important

As regards certain matters broug
no secret if I could tell the hon. M

kerjee press his Motion ?

The Hon’ble the
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: No, Sir.  beg leave of the House to with- 4]
draw my Motion. . |
L \
The Motion was withdrawn with the leave of the House. L
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is
< That a sum not exceeding Rs.25,13,400 be grantcd to defray the charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1946,
for the administration of the head * 10.—Forests’ .
The guestion was adopted.
Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned tll 11 AM.. on Gaturday, the 17¢th March.
1945. _
SHILLONG : A. K. BARUA,
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