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< of the Sixteenth Sess.

sroceeding led under the provisions

] of the First Assam Legislative Assembly,
assemb 3

“+he Government of India Act, 1935
The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber,

g “Lillong, at 11 A, on Thursday,
he 1st March, 1945. g

PRESENT : -
N

The I“lﬂn'hlf- Mr. Basanta Kumar 1‘).'18, Sp(‘.’lkf‘l', in the Chﬂil‘, the oor-\ Hon’b\e
Ministers and thirty-two Members.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

The following new :\[('m]u‘r was sworn in :—

1. Srijut Ghana Kanta Gogot (in the room of the late Srijut Jogeschandra
(;obain, B.L.) ]
- . PANEL OF CHAIRMEN

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER :  The Panel of Chairmen for this Budget Session of
¢heAssam Legislative Assembly, 1945, will be as follows :—

Bahu Rabindra Nath Adilya_
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.
Mr. G. W. Morley.

Myr. €. Goldsmith.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(T'o which oral answers were given)

E VI X

Karimganj Debt Conciliation Board

Y -

fMaulayi MABARAK ALI asked :
" *1. Will Government be pleased to state— N,
(a) The number of cases instituted in the Karimganj Debt (gpnir:
in the years 1942, 1943 and up to August 1944 (to he
year by-year) ?

(b) The number of cases disposed ol in the said years (to be g
) Shown Sepa-
' ‘ (¢) The number of year old cases pending ?
: (d) The number of cases in which more than once the same et

petition for settlement of his debt to the Debt Cﬂnciliqt'r Submitted
“9 Karimganj ? 1O Boarq,
3 =+ (a) Will Government be pleased to statc Wheth?r they propose to g;
:“1’16“ 0Pk111gs of the Debt Settlement Boards in the Province ? : dlSCOntinUe
| A (4) If not, do Government propose t0 limit the settlemeny of dep
0:-.1*‘:’.‘:3 Years as in Bengal ? SO ue My
: * Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that some case€ records and Cash Book
ganj Debt Conciliation Board have 1‘t‘ccnt}y been foung pn:e . Karim
office of the Debt Conciliation Board, Karimgar; ? NG from the

(b) If s0, the steps taken by Government to detect the req) culprit »

() Whether it is a fact that the cash of the said Board alwayg pop
Chairman of the Board ? A0S with the

/—f/rnle\Questibns were put b)’_ 1\/-1:_];;;5;1—;1311'1 Moakerjcc on allthorisa:iN
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e QUESTIONS [1sT MaR.

: - Karimganj Debt Congejj

(d) How mdz;}_f l(lln;c.s él.m accounts gf 1o L officers since its eg,
er ‘ b A g o - . - ] o] W)

() “‘;\}u:] SULHLE JIY ’(:l\utm.":(hr- Karimganj Debt Conciliatioy,
e) 1icthier 1t 1s a fact 1at 3 S R | - A re iy

= Sl ; 2c0 by debtors and creditors. are  regig,.

agreements enterec z -

.-ormore ?

months to 1 v« N

..-nat rule or law :

{ (g . .
Tt L O Mg MUNAWWAR ALT replied:

1ation Boprd
ablishment ?
Board, the
red zfter 2

3

) .. 1,212

v G 1043 » .. 833
1941 up to August ... 475

(5)— 1942 ... 1,070
1943 916

1944 up to August ... 354

(¢)—"T'he number of year old cases pending was 188 up to Ni""”“‘"”' last,

(d)—Tt is not possible to collect the information ; but the numbe, of such
applicants is very small and whenever any such case is brought to the noge, of the
Board, steps are at once taken to dispose of the petition. s

2. (a)—Only Boards which cannot justily their existence by the number of cases

registered are abolished. Government do not proposec to abolish thage ]Sn:u'rls which
are doing useful work,

(6)—There is no such proposal before Government.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: s it not a fact that the Debt Conciligg,  Act
was passcd solely because prices of agricultural produce and agricultural lapg became
abnormally low at that time ? )

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: No, Sir. :

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly refe, - ihe
Objects and Reasons of the Bill passed in 1936 ? i

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: ‘That was one of .th(*. reasons,

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Isitnot a fact that the Pll‘lcc? of agricyjural
produce and agricultural land are now abnormally high and as such the Act ;o not

justified under the present conditions ?

The Hon'ble Maglavi MUNAWWAR ALL: That isso, Sir. But with refereNCe
to other essentials they are now abnormally high. :

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: AcI have already said,_-iI‘I;, 'Elhf: Objecyg and
Feasons wx'll show that the sole purpose of the Bill was to give reh.(, 0] 1€ debtg,g only

)ecaus; prices of agricultural produce and agricultural land became a chllorma]ly lowW-

The Hon’ble Maulavi M ‘ y is a fact but not dissociageq with
other essential factors., ' MUNAWWAR ALI : Irisafa ﬁ'd

MI‘. BAIDYANA'I‘H hi()OKE;I{JE,E & N‘Iay 1 know what is the m;n‘uuulu “a in-
ber of cases for closing down » Board ? i

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The number that is Sufficjept in
the opinion of Government—with reference to each individual case. ]

Ml; BAIDYANATH MOOKER_]EE . May we have some idea about tha, suffi-
ciency e :
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: That idea cannot be giyen in

eneral. y
g Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: will Government be pleased to take Ing, ¢ONSsi-

ation the fact that in Bepg., e T . . anuary 1940 are not deq: b
::ilfgqlgebt Conciliation Boaigg’?’l Sebits dggumnel SR S - : Hig B¥
The Hon’ble Maulavyj MUNAWWAR ALI: Conditions pg'e_'.vaﬂmg in. Ben sl do
not stand on all f_ours yvith conditions obtaining in Assam. l_3ut il the matter wi|] (°me
i for consideration Governmenp¢ will take into consideration these things,
up Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: What about debts barreq by the

Limitation Act ? -

}



“ 1945.] QUESTIONS 3
{ The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Baired debts are barred.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT AL : Are the Debt Conciliation Boards
authorised to take up cases where the debts are barred ?
5 The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Certainly not ; they are barred.
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
3. (a)—Yes. i T
(b)—The matter was referred to the Police for investigation, but they could
not discover any clue to detect the culprit and submitted their final report accordingly.
()—No. The cash of the Board remains under double lock in the Sub-
« Treasury,
" (d)—The Board has been inspected by the Commissioner of Divisions, Sub-
divisional Officer, Karimganj and the late Supcerintendent of the Debt Conciliation
Boards but no audit of the accounts of this or any other Board has been made by
Government auditors. 4
(e)—No. .
(f )—Does not arise.
Dismissal of Sarpanch Babu Prasanna Kumar Das

tMaulavi MABARAK ALI asked :
*4. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that one Babu _Prasqnn:_t Kumar Das, Sarpanch of
Circle No.18, under Barlckha Police Station, Subdivision Karimganj
(Sylhet), has becn dismissed by the Subdivisional Officer, Karimganj
a few days back ? ganj,
(b) Whethey it is a fact that the said Sarpanch previously made some
cations against the Tabsildar and Paddar of H
for making false entries in a list in connection
pared by the Sarpanch ? !
(¢) 1If so, whether any enquiry was made to th‘nt effect ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD ‘b;\ADULLA replied :
4 (a)—Babu Prasanna Kumar Das, Sarpanch of Circle No. 13 of -B Jek
b 1 . } . & o . . . . 20 " al e lla
Police Station, was dismissed by the Subdivisional Ollicer on 2nd August, 1944
(b)—No. No such allegations were made by the Sarpanch, :
(c)—Does not arise.

alle-
akaluki Tahsil Office
with salt rationing pre-

Governmesnt Khas Lands in the Karimganj Char-bazay
tMaulavi MABARAK ALI asked s o
*5  (q) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that many h
“have recently been constructed over some khas !%mdf of Government ip the Kaslf'i Aias
Char-bazar, by Khan Bahadur Haji Abdul Majid Choudhury and others ? mganj
(b) If so, what steps have been taken by Government to remoy
obstructions and encroachments ? ‘ e
The Hon’hle Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
5. (a)—Yes. @l I o ;
b)—Encroachment proceedings against the encroachers haye e
injunctiors r)mticcs under Section 144, Indian Penal Code, have Se‘;vsé(airtgd atr}11d
encroachers. n the
School working hours during the month of Ramz,,

these

)

tMaulavi MABARAK ALI asked :
*6. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The circumstances which led the Director of P
the working hours in every school from 3 hou
of Ramzan ?
(b) Whether the Director of Public Instruction
tion with the Government ?

ublic Instruction to incr

ease
Is t0 44 hours ip the m

onth

passed the ordey iy consulta-

T The Questions were put by Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee on autho:&sm—_*—"




4 QUESTIONS [1sT MAR.

{The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD -SIAADULL.-\ replied :' et 1

6. (a)—The Muslims of Dhubri represented to (}U\'("l:lllll(‘lfl‘l'('(]!lr?l}“}wV 1o the
reduce the working hours of the schools during Ramzan. To afford f-'lCIIIUC-f'i o at
Muslim boys the Director of Public Instruction allowed the schools to be .L-;)‘hmu‘s
3 p.M. But-as hitherto, the schoolsin Surma Valley used to work only for L one
during Ramzan, the working hours in the Surma Valley schools in(:n-;ur":l ]t the
hour as a result of this order.  When this matter was brought to the notice (fk P
Director of Public Instruction he allowed the schools in Surma Valley to wor
3 hours as in the past.

(b)—Yes.
Burning of a Government godown at Manumukh

TMaulavi MABARAK ALT asked :
*7. Will Government be pleased to state-— o and Paddy
(a) Whether it is a fact that one godown of the Government Rice .tnr._' fl-)m",
Procurement Agency at Manumukh, in the Subdivision of MaulvibaZz
District Sylhet, has been burnt down to ashes, recently ? at time ?
(8) If so, whether there was any rice and paddy in the godown at that
(¢) Who was in charge of the godown on that date ? _
The Hon’ble Maulav; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
7. (a)—Yes.
(6)—Yes, there was. :
(¢)—Messrs. Eastern Bengal and Assam Commercial Syndicate.

Licenses of the Rice and Paddy Procurement Syndicate
TMaulavi MABARAK ALT asked -
*8. Will Government be pleased to state— . in
(a) Why the licences of the Rice and Paddy Procurement Syndicate ”cﬂ'(‘ct
Surma Vﬂllcy, were not cancelled as soon as the 3\-’[011'011' to ptllill =t
' was carried by the Assembly during its last November Session ! .
(b) Why the Enquiry Committee, appointed by the Assembly, did no
: their work during the month of December last ? g
The Hon’ble Maulay; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied - d grave
8. (@)—Cancellation of the licences all on a sudden would have cause fljlt of
dis]qgatxon in. the administration of procurement therchy —rendering fulfilme
outside commitments an internal requirements ossible. : ‘ttee did
(b)—The gentlemen propnscjri”il)g’ !1(121;\;2;&1313’ to the Enquiry -Cm,mmtftcff
*rs on the committee, and hence it took timc to ¢
1Cr gentlemen. ill o
Mr. BAIDYANATH M(%OKERJEE: Whetlier it depends on the sweet yil

q g ] rot soImne
the officers who diq Not agree (o sepve on the Committce or has Government &
control over them, Sj, » k.

the

begin

n a

The Hon’ble Manlavi Sajyid S . The hon. )
Salyid Siy MUHAMMAD SAADULLA for that
r may remember thay : g . ; . i ~mhers
Ecnqmr}’: Committee, w}?(g l\:rerS the House Wenighn selogtell yertaly Nl | rcducsled

: re beyond the jurisdiction of the Ministers. has
H;SI Exc'ill]lir;cgnthefﬁ”"ﬁmﬂr under whom t'lllosc officers serve, and His ]‘{C'“tgggy the
told me th? € ol the mem])epg refused poj : - ve on this Committ€® nd
wife of another member, point blank to serve ill anc

. 1},
, Suggested by this House suddenly took serious of his
that officer had (o take thre, monthg’ lca{fc and go to Calcutta for the treatment

ve are
wife ; pnly one other membey fecommended by the House is willing to serve an n:leﬂlen
searching other two members, and T 4m sorry to say that gentlemen after ge other
have been refusing to work on this ¢

- L é n
| ommittee. Ultimately I have ordered that a start
“gentleman from the ‘Assam. Valley be added and the committee of cnquiry wot
work as soon as possible with only two members, o

—_—

1 The Questions were put by My. Baidyanath Mookerjee on authorisation. -
iA]} S relating to Public Works and Education Departments were ansm',(‘.-c(l O,ri llnSBahadur
i e Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Siy Muhammad Saadulla in the absence of the Hon’ble Khan
gayidur Rahman. ’




1945 QUESTIONS _ 5

Retaining fee of Subdivisional Government Pleaders in Sylhet district

TMaulavi MABARAK ALI asked:

*9. Will Government be pleased to state :—

(a) Whether any retaining fee is paid to the Subdivisional Government
Pleaders in the district of Sylhet ?

() If so, what is that scale of fee ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that Subdivisional Government pleaders are required
to attend to large number of Pauper suits, deceased seamen’s inheritance
matter and various other Revenue cases ?

(d) Whether Government pay any fees for the services rendered by the

, Subdivisional Government Pleaders in these matters ?

(¢) How many of such suits and other matters have been dealt with by the
Government Pleader of Karimganj from 1941 to August 1944 and how
much he got as his total fees and remuneration during that perjod ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

9. (a) and (b)—Formerly only the Subdivisional Government Pleader of
Habiganj rececived a retaining fee of Rs. 30 per month. Government have recently
sanctioned a retaining fee of Rs 30 a month, from Ist Tebruary 1945, to the
Subdivisional Govérnment Pleaders of Sunamganj, Karimganj and Maulvibazar.

(¢) and (d)—The Subdivisional Government Pleaders are required to give
advice on these cases and if necessary conduct them. As a matter of fact these cases
are not very numerous. In pauper cases when they are not actually contested and no
appearance is necessary, the Subdivisional Government Pleaders do not get any fees.
In deceased seamen’s inheritance cases generally the Subdivisional Government Pleaders
are asked to advise as to the proportionate share of the deceased’s propervty to which the

ependants are entitled. No special fees have been claimed for this advice. Other
Beneral revenue matters requiring Government Pleaders’ advice in Subdivisions are

Very rare.
(¢)-—A statement is laid on the table.
Statement showing the number of differen: suits dealt with by the Government Pleader,
Karimgan)
1941 1942 1943 1944
1. Regular Civil suits 1 1 Nil Up to Aug.
9 : Nil.
<. Pauper suits 1 25 20 37 14
o 3. Matters of inheritance to dececased

i scamen 45 in all in 3} vyears.
| 4. Other general revenue matters 7 inall in 3} years.
In all, the Government Pleader, Karimganj, has received Rs. 8 and odd during
last 3} years. "
3 Officers appointed for the purchase of rice and paddy in the
Surma Valley

tMaulavi MABARAK ALI asked:

*10 Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that some officers have recently been appointed by

Government for the purchase of rice and paddy in the Surma Valley ?-

‘p) 1If so, whether those posts were advertised ? '

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

10. (a)—Yes.
(b)—No.

L T The Questions were put by Mr. Baidyanath Mooker_jce on authorisation,
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Number of temporary posts in the various Services

tMaulavi MABARAK ALT asked :

*]11. Will Government be pleased to state—

(2) The number of posts that have been created in addition to the normal
existing cadre of the various services in the Province ?

(6) The number of retired officers re-cmployed to the various posts and their
respective pay ? d

(¢) The number of newly created listed posts in Assam ?

#12. {a) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons why only three of the
Additional Deputy Commissioners taken from retired officers "have recently been
discharged ?

b) Do Government propose to discharge all other temporary recruits now ?

%13. Will Government be pleased to state——

(a) Whether they arc aware of the growing discontent among the members
of the Assam Junior Civil Service due to the filling up of temporary
posts of Extra Assistant Commissioners by direct recruits in disregard
to their claims ?

(b) Whether G()vcrnmm_n considered the cases of Sub-Deputy Collectors with
B. L. Degrees or with” Criminal Powers before they it])[)‘(,\il.ll(:d lawycrs as
temporary !thra Assistant Commissioners {rom the Bars ?

(¢) Whether Government have received copy of the proceedings of the
general meceting of the Assam Junior Civil Sérvice Association ?

(d) If so. what reply has been given by Government to that Association ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replicd :

11. (a) _and ('b)—'ﬁ{'l ?f: qlll'cg“r-m as it stands is too wide for the information to be
readily supPllcd cw"ll! lI]C (I‘flc,i”r W}ll_(:h ‘it is to be rendered, which has not been
jven, WCErc, 3-_5“1‘1?3. : itI: t"t'ilight of the succeeding Questions which concern the
Provincial Civil 5{,1‘w{c_c~} AM} ’¢ stated that Government are employing 34 temporary
officers on ther.s,ca i Lllc Ssam Civil Service,

C)"—'Ihc lnum )-Cr 2{ s Posts in the 1. C, S. cadre of Assam is five and nonc
have been rcccﬂ; Ysagi(;:‘l:c-']-. Blrn presumably the hon. Member means temporary
osts created on the i dd .9 the Indian Civil Service. Their number is fwelve:
P 12. (a)'”of jleéEt‘ltlic r{)ﬂ]m.crs' previously re-employed  as Additional D‘EP““Y
Clommissioners 3;1 O{Iicérsmijl District Magistrates, four have already been 1'““9"“1
either by 1. C. 5. (o, 10 had become sufficiently senior for appointment to

or MEIDDELS ‘Of the ASSaI_n Civil Service whose services on examination

. ¢rict rank
district r2 arrant trial wi
were shown tO :‘;’S W retatlli] ad VIEW to ultimate selection to listed posts- .h(cr
other twoO office il Bt ne dtor dgucs of a special nature for which no serving
officers with rcqo and qualifications were available.
(b) ’ t
__(Government are . i et
13. (“d a?not finding greate?::\:?;e (}r the fact that the Junior Civil Servi¢®®
: oint ¥ OS] P¢ lor advancement
a = overnment considere ; ! 1t. ,
disaPP”"" 1y G ered all pogsible means of meeting the cxpanclcd nc‘:fl
js of a

inistration.  The “appoinimep"of

: temporary officers from the Bar
the 2 t natur€ and cannet g, parary ] ; he
Oircly cmfffgcgy promotion. be related to the process of recruitment 10 ¥
3 v1C
Eﬁﬂlor ser ¢ —Yes. der consid
is unde €ratio .
(d)#;tu::st, and when. 1 of Government what concessions, if any, ¢a" oe
re
to the
madc
: Nos.14 to 16 were g :
cd Questlons Muhammad At Put and answered as the Questioner Maulavi
(Starr® Mjad Ali was absent.)
__/_7- . : re ut b i ; I
_ 7 The Questions were put by Mr, Baidyanath Mookerjee on authorisation,
- -~ e
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1045.] QUESTIONS
Sunamganj-Gobindaganj Road

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :
*17. Will Government be pleased to state-— )
(a) The amount sanctioned for completion of the Suna mganj-Gobindaganj
Road ?
() When the Sunamganj-Gobindaganj Road will be completed for all
weather wraffic ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
17. (a)— 1 he cost is roughly estimated to be Rs.2,39,8066, excluding the cost ol
bridging which has not yet been estimated,
(b)—No date can be fixed at present.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Sir, will the
work of bridging be taken up this year 7
‘T'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The bridging
work shall have to be postponed till alter the war as steel materials are not available.
Maulavi MUHAMNMAD MAQBUIL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Will Govern-
ment please sce their way to bridge up the canals by wooden bridges, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The suggestion
will be considered, Sir.

Railway service in the Hill Sections

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :
*18. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether railway service in the Hill Sections of the Province has been
resumed for civil purposes ?
(b) If not, when the service is expected to be resumed ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULTLA replied :
18. (a)—Yes, on a limited scale,
(6)-—Does not arise.

Suspension of works in Courts during ‘““Zuhar” and ““Jumma? prayers

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :

*19. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it is a fact that there is a circular to the effect that all works in
Civil and Criminal Courts in Assam shall remain suspended on every
Court day at the time when “Zuhar” and ““‘Tumma’ prayers are

B It pcrfor}me}d ? 1 :

( so, whether the order contained in the sai . i
Civil and Criminal Courts of Assam ?C S, eipoular’ Iy whmyec by he

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

19. (a)—The rules of the Calcutta High Court, governine both Cjvil and Crimi-
nal Courts subordinate to it, are to the effect that the sittings Doi‘ the Courts shall be
suspended from 12-30 p.y. till 2 r.M. on Fridays, to enable Muslims who have dealings
with the Court on that day, to say their Jumma prayers. It is also stated ijn the Rules
that work must not be suspended in the Courts’ offices, but Muslimp emplovees should,
if they so wish, be permitted to absent themselves during the PE;‘iod of F;usy  sion. for
this purpose, and other Muslims having business in the offices should not Ee reql’;ired
to attend during this period.

There are no Rules governing the saying of Zuhar pr . erains
ing that the Courts should adjourn everyydag at any pal!)t;élg](:: ’ }?;ui ?(())r ]%l?ilsesp:;gﬁ;z-
It is doubtless realised that such Rules would lead to wunjustifiable dislocation.
Muslim employees in the Courts’ offices, however, are permittedJ to acbsent themselves

for th_is purpose for a short time, and at such a time as the nature of their work
permits.
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(hj—There is no reason to believe that the Rules are disobeyed, no complaint
to that eflect having been received.,

Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDIURY : Sir, do
Government propose to issue a circular to all Deputy  Commissioners and  Sub-
divisional Officers so that Government orders may be obeved ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : "I do not think, Sir, that there is
any need for it, :

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I ask the Hon’ble Prime
Government received any deputation from the Musli ms of South Svlhet and also on
behalf of South Sylhet Zilla Muslim League that the Executive Enginecer does not
allow the Muslim officers under him  to perform  their “]l”l]lll.i”- and ““Zuhar”
prayers ? ~ g

'I“hc_I-I(m’b]c Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMNMAD SAADULLA : Sir, although
the question (IU(‘S_ not arise I can satisfv my hon. Friend that Government did
receive a complaint mentioned by my Friend and the Executive Engincer has been
ordered to allow the Muslim cemployees to sav their prayers and Government orders
have been obeyed since . ' il

johan Sahib Maulavi Dawan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY :  Will the
Hon’ble Minister take it from me that some non-Muslim Magistrates do not like to
?1”0“: MUS]”H:OIHCCT“ to say their ““Zuhar’ and “Jumma’” pr;ul'urs ?

" ,]F;ICI})'I“)H ’b.lc thI(: SPEAKER™: This question has already heen replied to by the
onrjzhec I—;;r:’il()‘;(; Srjrﬁvfg[(jp,w‘tkfj;1101;!]2;‘]\([ II\\Iinistt:r may repeat his reply. s @
complaint to that elfcct, ‘ s E el e B2

Minister whether

Shaistaganj Habiganj branch of the Bengal and Assam Railway

Mau}{gwi ABDUR RAHMAN asked - .
B 3 1 3 ) « = E
™ 23.1”\01)1“‘.%\71]1 ‘ (_}f')v'(.,rnmc{)t be pleased to state what actions they have 50 far
taken lor the restoration of the Shaistaganj-Habigani * branch of the Bengal and
Assam Railway ? ] abiganj * branch o

I3 9 ’ . ” . . .
rcprescnlagiénlss i’tm;c Ic;rc;FLdtllrzl before the abolition of the said branch line _Sc: et.‘?sl

[2 > 1 Ay o 3 i : HE . 1

abolition ? ¢ o Government by various public bodies oppoOsinS

6‘ 3 : - - . = . = 1
(¢) Isit a fact thay His Excellency the Governor was also ﬂPPmaChed =

the matter by the publjc ?
(d) Will Governm Kk
Speornment be pleased to st at ste if any, were faken
by Government for the retention of trl)le said linl:d?m whet sweps; Il Ay,
: e on for

() Are CGovérnme : [ '
the restoration of the sajq lin;n'.} awarc of the public agitation now going
(L) Is it a Fact that this ‘
Pali At at this matter was agitated over several times on g
The Hon’ble Maulavi Qazesa -
20 o R, S50 Sic MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replicd =
ot in a position to take any « eing a federal subject, the Government ol Asgam .
rlh's Government to g crny StePs to restore the line. But it has been decided Dy
:e;toration inter alia pipnoagiln tl}e.- Railufay Board to take up the question 32&'1:;
gcheme on Railways. ection with the proposed  Post-War Reconsts
(b)—Yes.
¢)—A telegram o
sioner F(md the Mi'qlitaryasnecj:rz tpc,tm(ms addressed to the Additional Depu
Association and Muyk¢ CY to Governor respectively were  receiv
(d)—The Govcrnmeer?t-r i}is’s?:lationjl Habiganj, in the matter. he line
ssam  lodged 5 ore 1€ -
ged a strong protest bef at the

ished, but the Rail
was abolished, ! way Board ; | : :
Jine in question be dismantled considered jt urgent and imperative th

(e\—Yes.
(f )—Yes.

floor

# t}’ Com-
B3 ed from
the Bar
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Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :
ment what objection did they r
abolishing this line ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We said that
it would dislocate the traffic on the line and that it was necessary for the convenience

of the public—both for traffic of passengers as well as of goods—that the line should
not be dismantled.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May 1
connection, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  No statement is permissible,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : 1 will be very
Advisory Board of the Bengal and Assam Railway, I moved this matter and was told by
the authority that it was the Provincial Government only which could move

in the matter. Now, may I know if the Hon’ble Prime = Minister will kindly
take this matter up seriously and

In this connection, may 1 enquire of the Govern-
aise when their opinion was called for at the time of

make a very brief statement in this

brief, Sir.  As a member of the

: move the Military Authorities who are
now in charge for restoration of the line, at a very early date ? They put
forward the plea that there are not

sufficient number of
but now the spare rails are abundant which was admitted by

during the last Session. In view of this, I would re
the Military Authorities for the restor

spare rails
Government
quest the Hon’ble Premier to move
ation of this branch line at a very early date.
‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am sorry, 1
cannot take up this matter with the Military Authorities, but the Government of
Assam has already approached the Railway Board and we have recommended very
strongly that, not merely this particular Shmstag‘nnj~[‘Iabiganj branch line, but also
all the lines that have been dismantled on account of the war emergency should be
restored as early as possible. .

Certain flag stations on the Bengal and Assam Railway

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

*21. (a) Arc Government aware that the fag stations Chakapan and Bhatta-
pathak on the Kulaura-Sylhet branch line and Shakirmahmud on the Shaista-
ganj-Balla branch line of the Bengal and Assam Railway have vecantly: besh: “olossd 2

.b) Are Government aware that the closing dow i

: _ n of these flag stations has
caused great inconvenience to the public ?
" (¢) If so, do Government propose to move proper authority to Te-open
these stations ? R e .
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAM_MAD SAADULLA replied :
21. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Governmcnt.have no in!‘ormation except in the cage of Bhattapathak
where a public representation was received after the closure of stations,

(¢)—Moved the Railway Authorities for
thak’ only but without success.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Isita fact, Sir, that before the discontinuance
of these Flag Stations, opinion of the Assam Government was taken ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
of that, i

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it afact, Sir, that the Secretary, Public Works
Dﬁpar‘tment was written to and that he sent his reply Suggesting abo,lition of these
lag Stations. ) :
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
of that, Sir. Ifitis put as a Supplementary Question, T will I‘equire.no

(Starred Questions Nos.22—23 were not put and a
Karuna Sindhu Roy was

the restoration of ¢‘“Bhattapa-

I am not aware

I am not aware
tice.

nswered as the Questioner Babu

absent )
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Purchase of food-stuffs from licensed shops
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :

*24, Is it a fact that there is a standing order from Government to the effect that
no customer will get salt or sugar, Atta or Moida from licensed shops unless he pur-
‘chases Arahar, Musur and Kolai even when these things are not needed by him ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

24, Government have passed no such orders.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUIL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Will Govern-
ment take it from mec that unless Dal is purchased from a shop, no salt and sugar are
sold to purchasers ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: All I can sdy
is that Government passed no such orders. If my hon. Friend gives me the name of
any particular shop, which is licensed to sell retail articles, where such procedure has
been adopted, T will look into the matter and set it right. :

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Was it not brought to the notice of ‘l.ht:
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Supply Department by l"l'”l’]“ of wvarious I.U(‘Zl!ltlt‘,s
that they are forced to buy Atta and Dals which are unfit for human consumption ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It is entirely  a
new question.

. Maulavi ABDUL BARTI CHAUDHURY : May I enquire of the Hon’ble Prime
Minister Wh(’:t]lcr such orders were issued by all the Subdivisional Officers of Sylhet ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 have already
statc_d that G_r)vcrmncnt have passed no such orders. Let my hon. Iriend give me
PE"TUCU]_&TS f{f one such case and I will deal with the matter. ;

Maulavi ABDUI, BARI CHAUDHURY : A Ear instancs, I Ay mention  the
case of my Subdivision—»Sunarnqanj. - ' o ’

. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Will
Friend give me something in writing dcmi—oﬁi('i’til ?

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : ’%,1 FQHIe Y| : . . oo af ithe Habj.
ant Sahdivi ] N SIr, In Food Comimittec meetings . SubeDiv;
ganj on we adopted a resolution on t .casions over which the Su via
sional Officer, Habiganj presidad ; WO accasions ovel should withdray,,
their orders and that the : , to the eflect lllat‘ (J(JV(?I“III'HCH} : bk Thioe

cre should not be any compulsion on the people t0 S

damaged | als.

thinI;I‘}!f-Hon bIe thC Sl)liAI{EI{ i !\['t(:r. What tl‘lc I‘IOH’I)](: l)rimc I\,{inistcr ,}llas S?)l‘(.l’ I

Minis’t;r ll’fazodtcrﬁi?ﬁ?ary t0 put any Supplementary Questions. The Hon Is) Zciﬁé:ﬁle

brought to his notigeyir?s\i,lgfﬁ]gthat he would look into the cascs if these are P y
Babu RABINDR 2 . _ ;v e

the existence of any S‘-ﬁliq(ﬁ-géggApDI I'YA: Does the Hon’ble Prime Mim ny,

h ; orders
{ teg tl(I:aI;I?}n ble Maulavi Sajyiq iy MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
sta Overnmcnt haS passcd no SU.Ch OrdCI'S. '

my hon_

I have c’lll“f:ﬂdy

P s
Yojects under the Irrigation scheme

Maulavi MUHA M ; .
#25. Will Govern MAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :
hcmc has bt;e

(a) The nameg of
Places whe ; e : sC i
undertake re work under the irrigation ° distri

of Sylhet ':'1 by Government in each of the subdivisions of the lce

(d) If so, where ?
(¢) How many projects
pIac_es under Tahj
ganj Subdivision

en taken upin

under the irrigati s e
igation scheme ha he Sunam.

rpur, Dharmapassa and Sulla Thanas in t
and what are the names of those places ?
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{ f) Whether Government propose to lay on the table copies of the report
submitted by the officers who surveyed these areas prior to taking up
these works ? _

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
25. (a) & (b)—A statement is laid on the table. '

Statement showing the names of places where work under the irrigation scheme has been undertakon
and the nature of work undertaken by Governmeni in the Sylhet district.

SADAR SYLHET SUBDIVISION
Works completed

1. Drainage of Merua Haor near Tajpur.

A drainage channel has been excavated  to remove water logging in the haor and
the adjacent areas and thereby reclaim lands for cultivation.

2. Nurpur Flood Irrigation Canal necar Bhadeswar.

A canal has been excavated for silting up low lands.

3. Chandrapur Flood Irrigation Canal for Tilpara Area.

It is a combined Diainage and silt irrigation Canal. Tt will silt up low lands during
flood and will drain the area in dry season. Arca improved falls both in Sadar Sylhet
and in Karimganj Subdivision.

Surveys in hand

4. Drainage of Meda Bil near Sylhet.

5. Drainage ol Jaintia Purgana.

Both 4 and 5 are for draining water logged Areas.

KARIMGAN]J SUBDIVISION
Works completed
6. Drainage and reclamation of Balai Haor.
Three different channels have been excavated, two for silting up low lands and
one for draining the haor.
7. Mathiura Flood Irrigation Canal.

Here too, three different Canals have been excavated and the object is the same as
in number 6 above.

Swrvey in hand
8. Survey of the Water logged area between the Kusiyara and Sonai River.
It is intended to control the flood and improve the arca for cultivation.

SUNAMGAN] SUBDIVISION

Work in hand
9. Re-excavation of Piyain River near Kalakta.
A channel is being excavated for drainage of a water logged area.

Survey completed
10. Sluice gate across Krishna Khal in Halir Haor, .
This Survey was completed but the work could not be undertaken due to dispute

about fishery rights.
HABIGAN] SUBDIVISION

Survey completed
1i. Survey for construction of the embankment for protection of crop in Jogi-
chapra Haor near Lakhai.

It is intended to congfruct an embankment

for protection of crop against
flood.

Survey in hand
12. Survey of the Kusiyara River near Dhaipur.,
The river is silting up near Dhaipur and it is intended to train it for improve-
ment of drainage of the wvalley as also for navigation. Lrain 1t § R
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

25. (¢)—Yes. o o
(d)—Re-excavation of Piyain River near Kalakta, Sunamganj Subdivision.
Construction of Embankment for protection of crops in Jogichapra Haor
ncar Lakhai, Habiganj Subdivision.
Ercction of Bund to hold the Kusiyara River at Dhaipur. i
Others if possible as may be found from the surveys in progress and
mentioned in statement laid on the table.
(¢)—None.
(f )—No.

: g : inod
(Starred Question No0.26 was not put and answered as the Questioner Mr. Binode
Kumar J. Sarwan was absent.)

Habiganj-Nabiganj-Sherpur Road
- Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

included in the

*27. (a) Ts it a fact that I'Iabi_r_{:tn_i-_\’:l|)ig:m_j-5hurpm' Road was e

Road Board programme sometime back and money also was provided from
Taxation Fund for the purpose ?

i ; - s by the
] (b) Isita fact that prcliminary work on the said Road was taken up by the
Public Works Department, year before last ?

(CI) I‘f. 50, x:vlmt has become of the fate of this Road since then ?
(d) Will Government he pleased to state why the work of the said
now been stopped ?
(e) Do Government propose to take up the work at once ?
SR not, why not 2
(2) Isit a fact thay this

Road has

; . Jabiganj t
Sylhet ? i the shortest possible road from Habiganj to
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyiq g;y MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
27. (a)—Yes,
(b)—Yes.
(c)—Land acquisition
(d)—Does not arise,
((je'))_—ll)Does not arise,
—J0es not arj
Mr. BAIDYS; i
L 3 .
complcte the la QNATI'_I- MOOKRR]EE: May I know how long 1t
Thc H()n’b? acquls_l-t]()n PI'QCC(:din yg P y .
position to say wl Tong i 201 Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : We are BoUina
Mr. BAII)YANA'!I]‘%—IUIC Courts wiil take to complete the proceedings: k began »
The Hon’ble May 'N{OO‘KERJEE :  May I know since when the woT 4
Mr. BAIDYAN?F[‘?-}“ Saiyid Sic MUHAMMAD SAADULLA «  Since last year,
The Hon’ble M MOOKERJEEI When this road was taken up ﬁrji ' in the
1943 programme, Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Probably
Maulavi ABDUR RA
the land that will be requirI;leI.OArI\tT];e Cannot Government take advance P

proceedings are in progress.

will take to

aulayi Saiyid

ossession of

,1th Hon:ble Maulavi Sai E 3 I‘Oad ? i l %
] . Daiyid § . . difficulty 1n
taking advance possession of thSe lanlé iI:ItE;—EAM‘MAD SAAI&ULLA : Z‘r}:lcou;ﬂ will be
necessary and the estim we do not know what ¢

ate m;
Maulavi ABDUR RAF papE? Out of gear.

o * Is it a fact that i I before last some
t provision was made - ac nat In the year
Budget p s D for thig road and that the money had to lapse for not taking
up this work : )
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir. Un-
less we acquire the land, no work could be started.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Was it not the answer from the Secretary, Public
Works Department, that sufficient number of labourers for the work was not available ?
‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I cannot vouch-
safe for the reply which my hon. Friend has received from the Secretary, Public Works
Department.
Ban on hoisting of Congress Flag
tBabu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :
*28. Will Government be pleased to state
(a) Whether Congress flag is banned in the Province ?
(6) Whether they are aware that Congress flag was allowed to be hoisted in
every part of India except Assam on the 26th January 1945 ?
(¢) If so, why ?
(d) Whether Government propose to withdraw the ban of hoisting of
Congress flag in the Province ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
28. (a)—No general ban has been ordered but district oflicers are empowered to
prohibit display of the Congress flags if and when necessary.
(b)—No.
(¢)—Because the Congress flag is the emblem of an association which has been
declared unlawful. -
(d)—The ban on its display must continue so long as that bedy remains an
unlawful association.
(Starred Questions Nos.29-30 were not put and answered as the Questioner Babu
Karuna Sindhu Roy was absent.)

Fish Scarcity

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :
* 31, (a) Are Government aware that fish has become almost unavailable for
civil consumption in the Province ?

(6) Are Government aware that there is heavy export of fish from one place
to the other by the Military contractors ?

(c) Are Government aware that the general health of the fish cating people is
deteriorating for want of fish ? .

(d) Do Government propose to examine the question and evolve a way-out so
that fish may not be exported from one district to the other ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
31. (a)—Government have received reports of occasional scarcity of fish from
certain areas.

(h)—No.

(¢) —Government have no such information.

(d)—Government are not in favour of inter-district bans on ‘movement of fresh
food, like fish. They have given powers to District officers, through licensing of con-
tractors, to affect a fair allocation of fish supplies as between the civil population and
defence services and action on these lines has already been taken in some districts in
co-operation with.the Army authorities.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMHN: With regard to (&), will the Hon’ble Premier
repeat his reply ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Isaid “No’.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it not a fact that heavy export of fish is conti-
nuing even now for military supply from the District of Sylhet to Silchar ?

. T The Question was answered under Assembly rule 38 although the Questioner Babu Karuna
Sindhu Roy was absent. s =
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMNMAD SAADULLA : I am not aware
of any such heavy export of fish. While I was last at Sylhet, I wentinto this question
with Mr. Puri, the then Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet, and he informed me  that
there had been arriving sufficicnt quantity of fish at the Sylhet bazar to enable him to
supply 80 maunds of fish per day to the military, allowing 50 maunds to be sent to
Shillong leaving sufficient quantity for local consumption.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Are Government aware that daily three trucks
full of fish arg sent from Shaistaganj Railway Station alone ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUH;'\'_\I,\I;\I) SAADUILILA : I haw got no in-
formation. -

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  Are Government aware that the Bengal . ]_"'Uplc
have alrcady disallowed fish, including drv fish the Subdivision of
Habiganj through Ajmiriganj and Madna » ) ’

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILILA :  We arc not
aware of what the Bengal Government have done I'),” [:l',.' Flabiganj Subdivision s
reported to be so much full of fish that no iul'nu't'i'a'u”l 1;,.,;,.-11 i9 NECCSSATY .

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Will Govermment be pleased to state
whether they consider civil consumption of ﬁ-s'h first or ’-[- arv consumption first ?

- s S it or military con PN e

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Siy MU} IAMMAD SAADULLA - In respt ct of
fresh food like fish wnich is liable (o quir-I;; CEIAMMAIY SAA L oicers have been
authorised to allocate, after retaining f'},l- ]”'(., 11 ?M””“’ o what may he released
for outside consumption. As I mentioned ,L!“‘_"(I”f""'l”l""l’_"’ his matter with the
Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet.  So fay . !;‘l.“‘»‘f | seak BR ncerned, there was
sufficient fish not only for local consum )'1'( -t;. Sy ‘ut azar is ;‘,.,, gk military at
Silchar and the public of Shillung, pton but  also 1or supply

to come to

Plying of motor wvehicles opn the Sylhet-Shillong and Gauhati-Shillong

Roads

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBU _— . . g s ks
Ed 32. Wj“ GOVC[‘IIm(:nt })C I)l(:’-:{'s(:l(] Izr) ISIlLlJ;":l_gAI:\ (_al 'A[J l)IIL, l{\ aske

(a) F:‘ﬁgi:f‘;;j&d (;({nditi(ms under which the plying of motor V.
NjIrotor Tran?j dI.]d .GﬂUhilti-Sllillung Roads were settled Wl!h t
Com T kvl C‘Umpuny, Limited and the (.immmtruill

(b) When the’ comited respectively ?

e te & ' - A
expire ? erms of such settlement with  thesc
The Hon’ble Maulavi Sa;
32. (d)——On the Sy]hct

vehicles on the
he United
Carrying

two Companics  will

yid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replicd :

h : -Shillong R ] reanenort  Gompany,
Limited were given permit S Oac_l, the United Motor Transi as note
below :(— s for 30 vehicles for five years from Ist January 194] ed

No. of Vehicles e
Class Permit fee per annul
1. 4 cars . Rs. 541
2. 4 Vehicles . . I' service 200 Pcr<VClm’ -
3. 4w L & 1,500 22
4. 4 ' 111 . 3,500° »
5. 4 3 s o v 33 4v,00() b
6:10 4 v 1,500 &
A copy of the terms ang L 5,500 ° &

On the Gauhati-Shillopg Oﬁ?)laféons has been placed on the Library table- (Assam)

Limited have been allowed fo ,thc Commercial Carrying Cnmpam’r 61 vehi
chcs under an Agreement wig s from 1s¢ January 1939 to run a flcet .O_] : unde-'
rmits granted under the Ment :they also ply 10 goods vehieles '

pes yther parties otor Vehicles Act al t . nher of permits
enjoyﬁd by othe I] -ed - A €opy of the Am‘(:en;(:mm!l.u.! 1.0" thl(‘ 1;11_1 {erms and con-
ditions haS 1)(".(’311 placcd on the lel"ary tabllc ‘ntosetting lorth the 4

' ten year
h Govern



1045 QUESTIONS - 15

(b)—The permits of United Motor Transport Company expire on the 31st Decem-
ber 1945, The Aereement with the Commercial Carrving Company (Assam), Limited
expires on the 31st December 1948 ; nine of the ordinary  permits expire on the 31st
December 1945 and one on the 22nd October 1947,

Mr. C. W. MORLEY : In this connection, will Government please 1nsist that
better protection for civilians be incorporated in the new terms;  particu-
larly with regard to scats in buses and service cars ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The suggestion
will be noted, Sir.

Sheristadars and Nazirs of District Judges’® Courts

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :
*33. (@) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the applica-
bility of rules 920, 1006(1) (2) of the Givil Rules and Orders framed by the Honourable
High Court has been withdrawn in respect ol the Sheristadars and Nazirs of the District
Judges’ Courts in Assam ?
’ (b) Ifso, why ?

(¢) Whether these rules are in full force in Bengal ?

(d) Are Government aware ol the baneful effect due to the exemption of the
operation of these rules on the Sheristadars and Nazirs in the District Judges® Courts in
Assam ?

(2) Are Government aware that with a view to prevent corruptions among
the Sheristadars and Nazirs these rules were introduced by the High Court ?
¥34. (a) Isita fact that the District Judge of Sylhet made some observations
regarding the underhand  influence of the Sheristadars there in his orders recorded in
the Order Book during the 1st part of April 1943 ? .

(b Is it a fact that Ministerial oflicers other than the Sheristadar and Nazir
of the Judge’s Court, Sylhet are lrequently transferred in view of rule 1006 of the High
Court Civil Rules and Orders ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether the
that {requent transfer of clcg‘ks ~other than Sheristadar an
Court has created a breach of uniformity of rules ?

(d) Do Government propose to move the Honourable Hieh Court either to
abolish these rules as a whole in respect of all Ministerial ofﬁccrsbin Civil Courts in
Assam, particularly in Sylhet or make the rules applicable in the case of all including
the Sheristadars and Nazirs of the District Judge’s Court ? € ¢

The Hon’ble Srijut R[_JPNATH BRAHMA replied : :
33. (a)—It is not a fact that the High Court have withdrawn these rules in

ag? 1 / X S el . .
respect of the Judges Courts in Assam. The application of Rule 1006, however, is
not practicable n this Province, for two reasons :—— : ?

({)—"The Sheristadars of the two Judges' C 3
g £ ourts ¢ rer rent
scales of pay, and > T a0 guvienmed by wdilist

y are aware of the fact
> o . . 3
d Nazir in the said Judge’s

(ii)—There is no Nazir in the Court of tl .
(b)—Does not arise. ol the Judge, Assam Valley Districts.
(c)—Yes.

(d)—Does not arise. i

(e)-—-—GO\_fcrnlnent are not directly aware of this, but the reason given is highly

probable. o ; : g =

34. (a)—The District Judge made no observations of the nature sueeested.
(b)—Rule 1006 is not concerned with Ministerja] Ofﬁcc;s other gtgl,mn Sherista-

dars and Nazirs of the Judges’ Courts. These officers are governed by rules 1008 and
1009. " ’

\(c)_—.Govern{ncnt are not aware of any breach of uniformit All the Minis-
terial officers in question are liable to transter undey the af: 1 Y‘l 3§ Cotern
ment have no reason to believe the Rules are being mis al_oresald Rules 2n

(d)—No. : sapplied. '
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Appointment in the Assam School Service

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :
*35. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The names of persons appointed substantively in the Assam School Service
between July 1944 and March 1945 ?

(4) What were the conditions under which each of the candidates were
selected ?
' (¢) Whether their past services, if any, in officiating vacancies were consi-
dered ? ‘

(d) The names of candidates who had officiating services in their credit prior
to their substantive appointment ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
35. (a)—A list is placed on the table.
List of officers appointed substantively in the Assam School Service Srom  Fuly 1944
upr-to-date o
Class I Assam School Service—
Srijut Roseswar Sarma, Headmaster, Government High School, Golaghat.
Anandeswar Barua, Deputy Inspector of Schools, Goalpara.
»» Abhiram Talukdar, i = el Mangaldai.
Class II—Srijut Dharmeswar Barua, Assistant Headmaster, Government High
School, Jorhat.
Class ITI—Maulvi Azizur Rahman, B. sc., Science Master, Government High
School, Maulvibazar.
Maulvi Mashud Bakht Choudhury, B, A., Assistant Master, Government
Jubilee High School, Sunamganj.
Sharfuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Assistant Master. Governmen t High
School, Supamganj.
Srijut Hem Chandra Das, Sub-Inspector of Schools, Dhubri,
Ghana Kanta Medhi, B. sc. Assistant Master, Government High School,
Shillong
Maulvi Ganiruddin Ahmed, B. A., Assistant Master, Government High
School, Mangaldai.
Srijut Nagendra Nath Choudhury, Assistant Master, Cotton Collegiate
School, Gauhati (since deceased),
Brahmananda Pathak, B. A., Headmaster, Mahandijua Middle English
School,
Maulvi Abdur Rajak, B.sc., Assistant Master, Government fubilee High
School, Sunamganj.

Babu Kulenda Chandra Bhattacharjya, M.A., 2nd Classical Teacher, Govern-

ment High School, Silchar.

Maulvi Razid Ali Barbhuiya, B.sc., Assistant Master, Government High

School, Habiganj.
Srijut Dharma Dutta Sarma, B.A., B.T., Sub-Inspector of Schools, Mangaldai.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
35. (b)—Appointments were made having regard to the representation of the
communities and the needs of the School concerned.
c)—Yes.
gd))—-AH_ these candidates had officiating services at thejy credit prior to their

substantive appointments.

2

2

2

b

Government officers owning Motor Cars

i MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN ;
%2?1%11 Government be pleased to state— CHAUDHURY Al

a) The names of officers other thap Military ¥l
the ;period( 1) weon 1942 and 1944 P ¥ who owned Motor cars during

e I
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() The names of officers who sold their cars and the price at which each of
them sold his car during the period between 1942 and 1944 ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
36. (a) & (b)-—Government have not the information handy which is required for
these Questions, nor as the Questions stand, would they be in a position to obtain it in
time to reply since it would be to a large extent of purely private concern.

Principal of the Murarichand College, Sylhet

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :
*37. (a) Is it a fact that Babu Surendranath Sen, at present Principal of the

Murarichand College, Sylhet, was boycotted by the students of the Cotton Collcge,
Gauhati, when he was there ?

(b) If so, why ?

(¢) Are Government aware that there is a wide discontent among the students
of the Murarichand College owing to his inefficient handling of zﬁ‘airs of the
college ?

(d) Are Government aware that he behaved very rudely and unmannerly
towards some students of the said college when theyf went to iee Mo i
December 1944 7

(e) Is it a fact tha.t out of the two P Government
Colleges of Assam, tl}e Senior man always remains in charge of the Cotton College
and the junior one llln C(}:hal‘ge of tlll)e I\qur;u-ilchand College ? &

( f)—If so, wi overnment be pleased to . .
Babu Sujrrtgndranath Sen, the senior Principlz)ll, from the }';leallisgerlu‘].g
chand College, Sylhet ? . £

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyld Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
37.(a)—This is not a fact. ‘ )

(b)—Does not arise.

(¢)—Government are not aware of it.

(d)—Government have no information,

(e)—Not invariably. There are instances of pl
chand College, Sylhet. .

(/ )—Does not arise.

rincipals of the two

state the reason of
Cotton Collcge to t

acing senior men i Murari-

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laig on the table)

Ustates in Goalpara District
Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN askaid s
1. Will Government be pleased to state —
(a) The names of the estates in the Goalpar
and (i) Private Proprietors ?
(6) The total annual revenue
of estates separately ?
(¢) The total annual rent
of estates ?
2. Will Government be pleased to state_
(@) The total amount of local rg
under the Court of Ward
para ?;
b) The total amount paid annua]
) of the estates asplcmal rates 13’ to Government by each of the
(c) The total amount paid annually by Government to .
alpara distri the dj
rl;c:gtd; of Goalpara district from the Loca] Board Fung of ff‘}?llt;entc

a District (i) undey Court of Wards?

paid to Government by each of these two ¢
classes

realised from the tenants b
Y €ach of thege t
WO classes

of
$ and private estates in the diStriCEhZfegatcls
oal-

tes collected annually by eacp

S€ two claggeg

Loca]

overn-
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

1. (a)—In the last year for which figurcs are available, viz., 1350 B. 8., ncarly
corresponding to the agricultural year 1943-44, there were two estates under the Gourt
of Wards’, Mechpara and Bijni. There are seventeen other permanently-settled estates
in the district, the names of which are not available in Shillong. ‘

(b)—The revenue paid to Government in the year 1350 B. 5. was

Bijni—Rs.2,724.
Mechpara—Rs.2,252.

The revenue paid by the remaining proprictors
Rs.6,435.
c)—The rent realised in 1350 from tenants in the ])(:t'lﬂ:l]]t'llll}’-ﬁl‘lll('(l portions
of Bijni and Mechpara within Goalpara district respectively was Rs.5,12,662 and
Rs.2,67,963. )

Government have no information as to the amount of rent paid by
proprictors of other permanently-settled estates in Goalpara, nor is any such record
maintained by the Deputy Commissioner.

2. (a)—In 1350 B. §. the amount of local rates collected from tenan
and the Mechpara Estates was Rs.32,992 and Rs 14,865. No figures are avail:
amounts collected from the tenants of other private estates in Goalpara, which

over 40,000. _
(6)—In 1350 Bijni paid Rs.52,751 and Mechpara Rs.31,921 as local rate to

Government. The total collection from all the estates in the district was Rs.1,94,602

in the year 1943-44. .
(¢)—The entire collection of local rate credited to Government in any onc year

is paid to the Local Boards in the following year.

in the vyear 1943-44 was

tenants to

t= of the Bijni =~
1ble of the
number

Licenses for Gamblings

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :
3. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) What are those gamblings for which licenses are required to be taken ?
(b) The total number of licenses issued during 1944-45 for gambling in the
Province (figure to be shown separately district by district) ?
(¢) Whether any license is necessary for playing cards at stake (poker) ?
d) If so, what fee is charged for issuing such license ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied .

3. (a)—The Public Gambling Act of 1867 makes punishable the owning, kv_r:p_ing, or
having charge of, a common gaming-house, and the hon. Member’s attention is inviteq
to the definition of a common gaming-house in Scction 1 of that Act. By Section 12 of
the Act, games of mere skill arc exempted from the provisions of the Act. By Sec.

tion 294-A of the Indian Penal Code, Government is entitled to authorise the holdin

of lotteries. No question of licenses being required arises therefore in any of these

matters. )
(b)—Does not arise. 5

(¢)—Does not arise.

(d)—Does not arise.
Registration of Muslim Marriages

N

Ma;ulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :
4. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that in many places

in the districts of Sylhet and Cachar, Muslim marriages are registered with -the Sub-
Registrars and not with the Muslim Marriage Registrars ?
5) If so, do Government propose to issue orders to the Sub-Registrars not to regiss
ter any such marriage at places where a Marriage Registrar’s Office exists ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replicd :

4, (a)-——NO.
(b)—Does not arise,

W
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Grants-in-aids to educational institutions in Goalpara District

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA asked :
5. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education be pleased to state whether

he proposes to sanction grants-in-aid to the following institutions of Goalpara
subdivision :— :

(1) Middle English School at Gendauri,

(2) Middle English School at Katarihara,

(3) Junior Madrasa at Katarihara,

(4) Junior Madrasas at Awlatali, Hazuarchar, Chunari and Langla ?

6. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education be pleased to state whether
h eproposes to increase the grants-in-aid to the Senior Madrasa at Katarihara, Junior
Madrasas at Rakhaldubi, Chakla and Piradhara ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

5.—The question of giving grants to these institutions will be considered next year
along with others. ] _ :

6.—Maintenance grants to the Senior Madrasa at Katarihara and Junior Madrasas
at Rakhaldhubi and Piradhara have been raised from Rs.125 to Rs.130, from Ra.35
to Rs.40 and from Rs.25 to Rs.30 a month respectively with effect from 1st March
1944,

A non-recurring grant of Rs.50 has also been sanctioned to the Junior Madrasas at
Chakla and Piradhara during the current financial year.

Karimganj-Latu-Barlekha-Dakshinbhag-Juri Road

Mr. W. D. RUTHERFURD asked :

7. (a) Will  Government be pleased to
classify the
way ?

. : : statc  whether they propose to
Karimganj-Latu-Barlekha-Dakshinbhag-Juri Road as a Provincial High-

(b) Are Government aware of the importance of its alignment which runs parallel to
the railway and shortens the distance between the Subdivisional towns . of Karimganj
and Maulvibazar (and likewis¢ the distance between Mid and South Sylhet and
Cachar distl'i(’,t) b‘)’ nearly 20 miles ? d

(¢) Are Government aware that at the present time this road is nearly non-

existent although shown on the maps as a main road and that for this reason much
valuable time has been lost and much petrol wasted by Military vehicles attempting
to find a way through by this route £7 5 ; T =
{d) Do Government propose to take immediate steps to rectify this error by starting

work at the earliest opportunity on this most important Provincial Highway and
recognise it as such in their reconstruction programme ? =

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
7. (a) [

a)— It is proposed to classify the length Karimganj-Parauri il Eials
way, and the length P:u‘auri-Latu-Bar]ekha-Dakshinbhilg-‘]ur;l rxaz;s i Dl\]irtjlg?a])is:?ict
([.;)——-Yes. o

(e)—N

0.
(d)—-This road will receive equal consideration with other roads when Post War
Planning becomes operative. :

Tarabari and Dagaon Halting Statit;:_as on the Senchoa-Mairabari Railway
. ine A

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN asked :
g. Will Government be pleased to enquire and to state— .

(a) Why the halting stations at Tarabari and Dagaon on the S hoa—Mairabari
Railway line in the district of Nowgon the senc Ist ©
January, 1945 ? gong were abolished from the
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() Whether Government are aware that the inhabitants of the Juria and the
Alitengoni Mouzas submitted a representation to the Chief Commercial
Manager, Bengal and Assam  Railway, Calcutta, through the District
Magistrate, Nowgong. on 12th December, 1944 for the restoration of the
aforesaid halting stations ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that a telegram daited the 22n0d December, 1944 and
subsequently confirmed by a letter dated the 3rdd January, 1945 were seng
to the Assam Government by Khan Sahib Maulavi Muhammad
Amiruddin, M.L.A., on the above subject ?

(d) 1f so, what actions have so far been taken on them ?

(¢) Whether the District Magistrate, Nowgong, recommended for the restoration
of the two aforesaid halting stations ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

8. (a)—Tarabari and Dagaon Railway stations along with some other less importang
Railway stations were closed from the Ist January, 1945 at the instance
of the Railway Board in view of the serious coal position on Railways ang
in the interest of war cffort.

(6)—Yes.
(¢)—Yes.

(d)—The matter was referred to the Railway authorities who have since agreed
to re-open Tarabari station from 1st February, 1945, but regretted theip
inability to re-open Dagaon station.

(¢)—Only for Tarabari.

Visit of His Holiness the Deka Adhikar Goswami of Auniati Satra to North.
Lakhimpur

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA asked :

9. (a) Arc Government aware that when His Holiness the Deka Adhikar Goswamn;
of Auniati Satra visited North Lakhimpur with a retinue ol about 80 Bhakats in ],
middle of May, 1944, and applied to the Extra Assistant Commissioner then in charg,,
of the subdivision for a quota of provisions of salt, sugar, kerosene, etc. for a stay of .
month and a half, the latter in a written order questioned the opportunencss of hig
visit and allowed His Holiness to stay for a fortnight only ? N

(b) Are Government aware that His Holiaess cut short the visit to
division and left it on the 30th May, 1944 under protest intimating the fact to Hig

Excellency the Governor by wire as well as by a letter ? :
(¢) Whether the Hon’ble Prime Minister received any representation from the

local public and particularly from the disciples of the Auniati Satra expressing theij,
resentment at the conduct of the officer concerned towards the junior Adhikar Goswam;j

of the premier religious institution of Assam_ ?
(d) If so, what redress, if any, was given to them particularly to assuage: the

wounded feelings of the disciples of\the Auniati Satra ?
(¢) Whether Government received notice of the above questions for the last

November Session of the Assembly, if so, when ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
9. (a)—Yes.

the suly.

(6)—Yes.
(¢)—Yes. .
d)—The Subdivisional Officer was asked 1o apologise His Holiness the

Deka Adhikar for the unhappy wording of his order, and the Subdivisional Officer

id it.
did 3 (¢)—Yes, on the 3rd November,
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“

Grant of an allowance to Babu Ramendra Kumar Bhattacharyya, an internee

Babu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS asked :

10. (a) Are Government aware that Babu Ramendra Kumar Blmtt:lcharyya, son
of late Nanda Kumar Bhattacharyya of Bejua police, station Madhabpur, Subdivi-
sion Habiganj, used to get an allowance of Rs.12 per month as an internee ?

(6) Isita fact that he is getting no allowance since his release from jail on
18th November, 1944 ?

(¢) Isit a fact that he subraitted
Sylhet, through Intelligence Branch
on 28th November,

a petition to the Deputy Commissioner,
Inspector, Habiganj for the grant of allowance

1944 and subsequently reminded on 5th January, 1945 ?

(d) If so, will Government be pleased to state what action has been taken
on that petition ?

(¢) Do Government propose to grant him a monthly allowance of Rs.40 as
prayed for by him ? _
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
10. (a)—Yes. :
(b)—He lost the allowance by his conduct
(¢)—The answer to the fir
awarc of the reminder.
(d)—He was granted an allowance ol Rs.25 per mensem with effect from 1st
January, 1945.
(e)—No.

in disobeying orders.
st partis in the affirmative. Government are not

Disaster in Garamur—Nagargayagaon owing to dro
from the air

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA asked :
11. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether they have received any report about the dropping of a petrol
drum from the air at Gara1nur-Nagarg:-tyagaon in the North Lakhimpur
subdivision at midnight between the Tih and 8th June, 1944 ?
() Ifso, from whom and when ?
(¢) Whether it is a fact that two houses

village were burnt to ashes by fire
petrol ?

(d) Whether it js a fact th

pping of a pe.trol drum

of two diffe-ent families of the said
caused by the bursting of the cask of

at seven persons includj

burnt to deatl d s . g a pregnant woman were
urnt to death and a woman and g girl have survived serious injuries ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the Jogs of properties caused by the gutting of the

houses belonging to the two famil; 4 . 1
Rs.630 respectively ? ) Hies were estimated at Rs.2,550 ane

(/) What relief, if any,

has been rendered to the dis ili rern-
» e re stressed families by Govern
ment, and the local public respectively ? v

(g) V\./ha-t enquiry, if any, has becn held o ascertain the cause of the
1fncldents and what is the finding of that enquiry ?

(h) V\!hz:lt‘cpmpc_ns‘atmn,_ if any, l.ms been  awarded by Government to the
. SUTVIVING victims of the incident ?
(2) Wé:mc-l:;;[;?:q:iléslf ;Iljatlltc cIinc_ltglent, thtlt result of the enquiry and thei-J reifff:

0N s¢ nted, if an 1ave ed
Publicity Scrvice ? ’ ’ YR ‘been ‘ampouse ]
(J) Wl\lIietller Government received notice of the above questions for the last
November Session of the Assembly ? .
(k) 1f so, when ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi

Saiyid Sir MU o 1.
11. (@)—VYes. yid mar HAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

(b)—GO\:'EI‘l‘]ant received a brief re
shortly after the incident and have s

é port from the Deputy Commissioner
mce obtai

ned a fuller report,



22 GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE #E ALLOTMENT OF DAYS FOR [1sT MAR.

VARIOUS STAGES OF DISCUSSION OF BUDGET.

(c) & (d)—Yes, except that Government have no information as to onc woman
being pregnant.

(e)—Thesc were the amounts of the claims approximatcly.

(f) & (h)—The claims are under correspondence with the proper authoritics.

(¢)—The enquiry was a matter concerning the military authorities and Govern-
ment are not in a position to answer the question.

(1)—No.

(j)—Yes.

(£)—3rd November, 1944.

Adjournment Motions

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have received notices of a number of Adjournment
Motions. But I am afraid it is not possible to take them up to-day owing to the fact
that we have got so many items of business in the Order Paper that it may not be
possible to finish them all before 3 p.m. However, if there be time after the disposal
of the Government Business we may take up Private Members’® Business which have
also been put down in the agenda. The consideration of the Adjournment Motions
will be taken up on the 3rd. Ttem No. 15, that is, introduction of the Assam Local
Board Elections (Emergency Provisions)  Bill, 1945, is likely to take a lot of time
as the Members who have already given notices of diffcrent Motions on the subject
would, in all probability, like to press their points of view in connecction with this

Bill.
Governor’s message communicating allotment of days for the presenta-
tion oi‘ Budget, gemneral discussion of Budget, voting on Demands for

Grants, etc.

=

For the purpose of sub-scction (1) of scction 7g
and section 81 of the Government of In dig

Act, 1935, and in pursuancc of Rules 13, 15(1), 16(1), 13([),‘ 18(2) afld L9 of the
Assam Legislative Assembly (Governor’s) Rules, I, Andrew Gourlay Clow, hereb

appoint the following days for the presentation 10 the Legislative Assembly of the
Statement of Estimated Receipts and Expenditure of the Provinve for the year 1945.46
and for the subsequcent stages in respect thereof and ‘ﬁ)l‘ the presentation to the Legisla-
tive Assembly of the Supplementary Statement of I;xpcnc!lrurc for the year 1941-45 and
for the subsequent stages in respect thereof in the Legislative Assembly during its March

Session, 1945, namely :—

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
section 79, sub-section (2) of scction 80

Thursday, the 1st March {Prescntation of the Budget for “the year

1945-46 in the Legislative Assembly,

1. Presentation of Supplementary State-
ment of Expenditure for 1944-45 ip
the Legislative Assembly.

2. General discussion of the Budget in
the Legislative Assembly.

413. Discussi_on, if any, of estimates of "

expenditure charged upon the re-
venues of the Province other than
cstimates relating to expenditure re-
ferred to in paragraph (z) of sub-sec-
tion (3) of section 78 of the Govern-
ment of India Act.

1. Discussion, if any, of Supplementary
Statement of Expenditure chax_‘ged

g
~ i
the 13th March ... {l upon the revenues of the Province
l
L

the 5th March
the 6th March
the 8th March

Monday,
TUCSdaY 5
Thursday,

esday ] 1 =
Tu durlng 19[1'4‘ 4&) .
2. \’ Otiﬂg on Dcmands fOI Su‘ppl 2

tary Grants for 1944-45.
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T'hursday, the 15th March ... & mrr
Friday, the 16th March ... Lk AT
Saturday, the 17th March ... ... < Voting on Demands for Grants.

Monday, the 19th March ... a1}
Tuesday, the 20th March
Thursday, the 22nd March :

Placing of the authenticated Schedules of

Saturday, the 24th March ' ... authorised expenditure before the
Assembly.
2. This order shall be subject to my revision, if necessary, from time to time.
SHILLONG : A.G. CLOW
The 19th February 1945. Governor.

Allotment of days for Private Members® Business by the Hon’ble Speaker

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ¢ 'In pursuance of Rule 17 of the Assam Legislative
Assembly Rules, I hereby allot, in consultation with the Hon’ble Prime Miniter, the

following days for Private Members’ Business during the present Session of the Assam
Legislative Assembly :—

Saturday, the 3rd March ... 1. Private Members® Bills. .
Monday, ‘the 12th March ... 2. Private Members’ Motions and Re-
solutions.

Private Members’ Motions and Resolutions will also he taken up on the following
days, if time permits, alfter disposal of Government Business :—

Thursday, the 1st March, Friday, the 2nd, 9th and 23rd March. and Saturday, the
10th March. >

This order shall be subject to my revision, if necestary, from time to time.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, asregards the allotment of days for
Private Members® Business, would you be good enough to indicate what will be the
fate of a very large number of Private Members’ Motions down for discussion in this
Session? The reason for my enquiry is that it affects a large number of speakers
who wish to participate in a general discussion of the Budget. There is no point
in duplicating the general discussion .11 during the 24 days of Business certain very
contentious subjects are going to be discussed on Private Members' Motions. There
-are in all twelve Motions, Sir, and so t-he allotment of two days for Private Members’
Business does not help flnybody who tries to economise the discussion of any particular
subject in which he is interested.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, I have seen that the number of Motions tabled
this time is unusually large. But as the hon. Member has pointed out, many of the
Motions tabled relate to matters which may come up fof discussion. difing the dave
for voting on Demands for Grants and also during the discussion of the Budbgct. After
the general discussion of the Budget which would commence on the 5th and to be
finished on the 8th we shall have a Private Members’ Business day on the 12th; but
before that, if after the di’sposal,of the Government Business op S i s
any -time, the Private Members Bus%ness may be taken up, ButT ‘shall seo how many
Motions can be taken up on the carliest day of Private Members’ Business, i. ¢. on the
3rd, and for that purpose I am contemplating to ask the hon. Members in whose names
those Motions stand, and _aISO the Leaders of the Parties 16 See ane fa my: Chasbes o
order to arrive at a working plan as to how to dispose of those MotK)nS If some
Motions can be eliminated, having regard to the fact that matters that hon. Members
want to discuss may be discussed during the general discussion of the Budm;:t and on
the days for voting on Demands for Grants, then other Motions which are very
impertant may be taken up on any of the Private Members’ Business da

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: May I point out, Sir et siness cy.h IRTE L
number of Motions tabled by Private Members 3t ce 1at owing to the very

. - S it seems are in danger of
entrenching on the sphere of the Private Members’ ReSOlu:;;)?qts ';ve \/Gleeare nm%’ 5

L
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When hon. Members have brought forward 90 Resolutions the
the more cunning

number of Motions

ridiculous position.
individual has no chance of debating his Resolution. Therefore
Members, including myself, Sir, have tabled Motions. From the
that have been brought forward it scems that too many Members have learnt that
particular device with the result’that Private Members® Business shows signs of being
completely disorganised. We now have two rival methods of ventilating grievances,
namely, Private Members’ Resolutions and Private Members' Motions, Sooner or
later it will be for this House to decide which particular method of raising subjects of
public importance should have precedence. But at the present moment there are so
many matters of public importance to be discussed on the Private Members® davs that,
I am afraid, most of them will go by default. '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Itisfor this reason that I am contemplating to
consult the Members who are concerned with those Motions and also the Leaders of
the Parties in order to arrive at a plan for the purpose of avoiding the contingency
that the hon. Member is apprehending. '

The hon. Member has spoken about the device that underlies the tabling of so
many Motions. I am, therefore, ansious to settle a plan in consultation with the

Members who have tabled the Motions and the Leaders ot their Parties as would rule
out the apprehended contingency that would arise owing to the device referred to by the

hon. -Member.
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Thank you, Sir.

Statement ¢ Course of Government Business

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: With you,
ermission, Sir, I desire to make a statement about the course of Government Business
during this Session.

2. The Government Business which is to be taken up today and tomorrow o
shown in the agenda, a copy of which hz}s he(:l} placed on cach' Member’s table. |
need not detail it again. If the Motions for taking the Assam Finance Bill, 1945 and
the Assam Local Board Elections (Emergency Provisions) Bill, 1945 into consideration

are accepted by the House either today or tomorrow we propose (i) that these Bills be _

considered clause by clause and (i) passed, on the 9th and 10th March, 1945,
3. On the 9th and 10th March, 1945 we also propose to take up the following
Government business :—
(1) Presentation of the Report of the Select Committee on the Assam Standard
Weights and Measures Bill, 1944 and then to move that the Bill, as reported by the

Select Committee, be taken into consideration.
2) Introduction and motion for consideration of the Assam Debt Conciliation

(Amendmcnt) Bill, 1945.
" (@) Tatradugron of the Sylhet 1\\Ion'[’\é’,ricultural Urban® Tenancy Bill, 1945 and

then to move for its circulation for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon

(Provisional) . . . |
4) Motion regarding extension of the period of the Agricultural Marketing
Scheme for the year 1945-46. '
If on those days, the motions for consideration of (1) the Assam Standard Weights
and Measures Bill, 1944 and (2) the Assam Debt Conciliation (A mendment) Bill 1g945
d by the House, we propose that these Bills be considered clause by clause

te
are accep March, 1945 and then to move that they be passed.

on the 23rd
4. After disposal of Budget b.usincss on the 24th March, we
Government business which remain unfinished on previous (JOVC]‘I? :l?tlt)l'i)ts il:i?stake up any
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Committee on Petitions relating to Bills

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER Under rule 112(1) of the Assembly Rules, I,
nominate the following Members to constitute a Committee on Petitions relating to
Bills for the current Session of the Assembly : —

1. Srijut Beliram Das.

L)

2. Maulavi Muhammad Amjad Ali.
8. Mr. W. D. Rutherfurd.
4. Mr. C. Goldsmith.

Under the rules, the Deputy Speaker will be the Chairman of the Committee.

House Committee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER .Undcr rule 126 of the Assembly Rules, I nomi-
nate the following Members to constitute a House Commitiee for the current S e
of the Asembly -

1. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury.
2. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.

3. Raja Ajit Narayan Deb of Sidli.
4. Babu Bepin Behari Das.

5. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora.

6. Srijut Dhir Singh Deuri.

Message re assent to certain RBills

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Information has been received from the Seccretary
to His Excellency the Governor of ;‘\ssn‘m that, under the provisions of section 75 of
the Government of India Act, 1935, His Excellency the Governor has assented to the
following Bills which were passed by both Chambers of the Assam Legislature :—

(i) The Assam Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) Bill, 1944.

(it) The Assam Spc-.a}mr’sjs:l‘lm'y Bill, 1944,

(¢if) 'The Assam Ministers” (Salaries and Allowances) Bill, 1044 and

(iv) 'l'hc:9 ﬁsmm Motor Spirit and  Lubricants Taxation (Amendment) Bill,

1944.

Complaint 7¢ non-receipt of Budget Estimates in usual time

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : M. S_peaker, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister
is now going to present the Budget. Il’{ this connection I may point out one thing
for the information of the Hon’ble G.h'(lll‘ that L!“S year the Budget Estimates were
not available to us within 15 days of its presentation to the House,

The Hon’ble the SPFAKER : The Hon’ble Member should remember that
there was a circular letter issued l)}: the Assembly Office explaining the reasons why
the Budget Estimates were not available to the hon, Members ip nsuch tifne as was
the case in the previous years,

) Maulavi ABDUR ,R‘A.\HNIAN * Itwas only explained tlyat there might be delay
N sending the Budget Estimates as was the case in other years &

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ©»  Under the rules of the Assembly the hon.
Members are to get copies of the B'udgot only 14 days before the voting on Demands
Come up and the hon. I\/Iembers wrl! notice that the votine on Dcrnbands this time
will come up on the 15th. To-day is Ist of March when thcé Budget is going to be

. <3 3 ‘ . 5 ) g
}ﬁ;isgl&led. So, according to the rules, the Members have no ground for com-
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Presentation of the Budget for 1945-16 and Budget Speech of the
Hon’ble Finance Minister

The Hon’bje Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI :  Mr. Speaker, Sir,

I rise to present the Budget estimate for the year 1945-46.

I must apologise for the departure from the procedure, which
has ordinarily been followed for many years, of sending copics of the
Budget and Budget Memorandum to hon. Members approximately
three weeks before the Budget Session commences.  This procedure
is not followed in any other province, but it has acquired the sanc-
tion of tradition in Assam and the departure from it nceds an expla-
nation. The very great increcasc in I'reasury work all over the Pro-
vince, which has been occasioned by the presence of the Military
and the large transactions in food stufls which Government have

found themselves forced to engage in, coupled with the shortage ol

experienced stafl' in the Accounts branch of district offices, has result-
ed in Treasury accounts being submitted later than the duc dates in
most months, and this in turn has rcacted on the Comptroller’s oflice
and caused delay in the preparation of figures for actuals which are
required by him for the purpose of scrutinising budgets which are
submitted through his oflice. He also was handicapped by shortage
of staff as well as by having to move his oflice from Kench’s I'race to
his original buildings at the busicst time of the year, and the result
was that the budgets which should have been submitted to the
Finance Department by the 20th of December were all declayed by
about a month, and we are unable to make our budget final unul
the end of January instcad of the end of Dccember.  This did not
leave sufficient time for the preparation of the Budget Memorandum
and its printing, togcther with the printing of the Budget estimates,
in time to send out copies so as to reach hon. Members b(:lo_r(: they
left to attend this Session. We had to choose between sending out
to hon. Members an inadequately checked financial statement, in
which they might have been able to detect numecrous printing or
arithmetical errors, and waiting until they arrived in Shillong and
letting them have a Budget which has received the normal adequate
amount of checking. Since Rule 98 of the Asscmbly Manual pres.
cribes that at least 14 days must be left between receipt by the
Members of the financial statement and the first day on which the
demands for grants arc taken up it has been found necessary to
delay the presentation of these demands until these 14 days have
sed. '

clap As usual I commence with a bl_"ief survey of the actuals for the
year 1943-44. Hon. Members will find printed at Appendix (B)
of the Memorandum the note prepared last November to show the
actual receipts and expenditure for 1943-44 a5 compared with the
revised estimates on which I commented in my Budget speech last

car. I need not rccapitulate the.figures in detail and will content
myself with mentioning that the result of the year’s working was



1945.) BUDGET SPEECH 27

very much move favourable than had been anticipated, and the year
closed with a revenue surplus  amounting to ‘Trs.71,48. The chief
contributory factors to this surplus were higher receipts from our
share of Central Income Tax, better collection of Agricultural
Income Tax and considerable increases under the heads Land
Revenue, Provincial Excise and Other Taxes and Duties: the last
named increase is due to the extra consumption of petrol by the
Army. I have not mentioned the figures for Capital Revenue
and Capital Expenditure because in these days the closing balance of
the Province as shown in the Annual Financial Statement does not
give a true picture of our financial position.
spending more and more on the procurement
incvitably entails a large time lag between
that our closing balance is not really confined to the sum shown as
cash balance at the end of March, but really should include also
the considerable stocks of food-stuffs and cloth which we have in hand
waiting to be sold.  The figures for these, however, are only available
at much later date in the year and cannot well be incorporated in
the Budget accounts, since it is necessary in the course of trading
transactions at times to write down the balance of stocks held when
the price of rice has fallen. Tt is for this reason that Government
charges a cess of one anna in the rupee on most of its supply trans-
actions, in order to cover the expenses not only of staff engaged in
the administration of Supply branch, but also the trading “losses
resultant on selling on a falling market, depreciation of stotéks etc.
These remarks apply not only to the actuals of 1943-44 but also to
the closing balances of 1944-45 and 1945-46 : the real closing balance
of the Province will not be known until supp 5

_ ly operations have been
closed down and accumulations of stocks have been sold
The original budget estimates for the curfent year placed receipts

at Trs.30,94,82 and the expenditure at '1“1'3.30,20,71, thus anticipating

a closing balance of 1rs.74,11. The Revised estimates place the total
revenue at Trs. 76,08,80 and the expen

diture at Trs. 75 79,56
. _ € $. 19,19,56 so that
the closing balance will be reduced o Xrs. 29,94, qu f have re-
marked prevmusly", I_1ow1:ver,.the c_losmg balance is really a fictitious
one ; the very large increase in capital r

. ¢ : eceipts and ex enditure were
due to the necessity of Treasury Bills and Ways and l\feans Advances

being taken to a much larger extent than we anticipated when the
budget was framed, on account of the more extended rice procure-
ment policy, and to large micreases under the ordinar pDe osit
heads which appear on both sides of the account. We ilg e t(I)) e
able to repay some of our Treasury Bills before the year ew:p ires, but
the balance outstanding on 31st March, s stilly anti(;ipatezi e
be 24 crores as agamnst a figure of 6 crores at certain eriodg during
the year. _ o P g

Tprmng to thp revenue side it ig estimated that the year 1944-
45 will close with a revenue surplus  of *Trs. 2900 - against
an estimated deficit of Trs. 10,4 ¥s. 29, agains

in the original budget.

Each year we are
of food-stufls, which
purchase and sale, so
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D vesuli of an increase of Trs.1,20,27 over lhl'- (..11t‘1'gl!1.t
year’s revenue estimates and of Trs. 89,78 on the "-"31"‘”‘].”.‘”,[. - ('i
e largest increase in receipts  is  under  the head ]}l.\(-l\ ;u'
Income “where the original cstimate is likely to be .:-‘,\_-nl-mh; thi_:
no less than P 49,(’2; of - this '[‘I'S.IT-]‘:-) 15 (Il(: resu l,_” 3 h
Government’s share of Central Income ‘I ax and the ba _'1”“_ il
from Agricultural Income Tax. We have found that Flu ‘-m'.]l'l'i\'
tenance of our own separate stafl’ for A\gru'ul.lm'.:d Incom [.l
has enabled us to collect arrcars much more  cllectively ”“”;‘l_m[(l.fll
the former procedure, when we enlisted 1|1<: ageney of the :‘ lil\
Government staff for collecting our Agricultural ]m.“”-“f'[-‘[-g
moreover the year 1942 l)rn\"irl('(l llll(f,\il)(‘(i[('(”}: lill'}.{“' l”"?‘;m”
the Tea Industry which have been rceflected  in (h:l:h;-lgmh. -m()’l
much above the level anticipated both in the ycars 1 )l 24t oo
1944-45, over which ycars colleztions on ;u:(:rmnl’ of t l*('v-r\'(' of
for 1942 are spread. Land Revenue showed cllll 31111"-1%'(‘;1' A
Trs.9,91.  This was the first. year in which the ful c ((--} A s
withdrawal of the revenue remission was felt ; in :L(l(ht}nn 'l e e
proved financial position of the _ryots cnabled them to pay “l
revenue at an carlier date than in former vears. Ixcisc r((c‘lle ,1.:
cxpected to increase by Trs. 28,47 duc partly to t]f"f.l"“’l('(‘Il"’(’l)z”_
license fees and duty sanctioned after t}.u: l;udgt:t \.\:’as l;dln-wl‘(;rci o
mainly on account of large c:msuml)ll(m 101 llnd_Lfm‘—nL}c ]_L_ v )(‘.(!71_
liquor at the present 1im(:2fl)y !:ll_c: ./l\rmly.l( tl')o{;&sltr 1((1.,(\11;1-1::1(&-"hl;-lI l’h’is
»d to increase Trs.28 enurely duc to Wi : ,
;Sdp;?tileii};c%s&sgg blyr zm’ increase .of‘ (:X]')Cl"ld.il;l‘l.l‘(t T)I_ | lf‘-f(ﬁ:i:)],ui
large part of which is due to delay in the a(i‘]u:«.t‘m]u?t' - :rlll(-;'l by
made to contractors. The expenditure .f;]clc” lns )(;Lln'st\'v ()l[[icrcn}t]‘
: g t ar and amountin; é ; L
glrll‘j(fflgiggtnéachfhzebudgcLs. Civil WOI‘_ks C:‘{‘p(fll(lltul'(tl *,({10}:: t;;L
largest single incrcase of Trs. 20,19 which is accountec - qu\é

St f new offices, heavy expenditure on repairs g
construction o srien from the Deferice Depariment s c:wgpcnch_u_.nc
and smaller rcCPYCiLflzas not been large as was estimated ; in addition
SHlcencs prif)]Cleost-War Reconstruction is proposed to  be raiseq
tthe prgglsllgﬁhfrto 50 lakhs in view of the large revenue surplyg
rom ' '

ticipated, and a supplementary demand will be laid before the
anti : _
Assembly for this purpose. »

Budget estimates for 1945-46

ith the revised estimates for the current year we

i }'\S (t:grgpc?;gg ;VI\’II 1i)ur income of Trs. 42,85 in 1945-46. This is
aﬂ_tlcl,pZ]l due to a fall of Trs. 34,04 under the head Income Tax
P.rlncq?le Ycar 1943 yielded a very poor profit-to the Tea Industry in
since ,tlris'gn with the year 1942, Slightly smaller receipts under the
i(;gndlgc Excisc and Petrol Tax are also anticipated, on the assumption
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that during the Budget year the War will recede somewhat and the
Military demands will be less | a similar reason accounts for the drop
of Trs. 12,85 in  the anticipated receipts from Forest Department.
On the expenditure side, there is only a difference of about 11 lakhs
between the estimates for the Budget year and the revised estimates
for the current year.  As, however, no provision has been made for
contribution to Post-War Reconstruction Fund in the Budget year as
ceainst 50 lakhs in the current year, this represents an increase over
the révised estimates of 39 lakhs. The increase in dearness allowance
sanctioned which will operate throughout the Budget year is respon-
tible for a good deal of this incrcase distributed over the wvarious
budgets @ in addition Government have decided to spend 10 lakhs on
new schemes and. to increase provision for the “Grow More Food
Campaign” from 23 lakhs in the current year to 51 lakhs next vear.
The total ellc_ct oir_‘thc-sc. Inereasces is cstimated to produce a small
revenue deficit of Trs. 2,31. Including both Capital and Revenue,
the total RCCCII)}:? n 1‘);1‘_;)—‘:-1.6 are estimated at Trs.69,52,36 against an
expenditure of I'r5.69,15,39, leaving a closing balance of Trs.30,97.
{\‘s alrcadyvmcntmncd. a sum of 21 crores will be outstanding in
I'reasury Bills, but this should be “more than oflset by the stocks of
fopdstu[ls, consumer goods and cloth remaining unsold at the end
of the year.

In view of the fact that the years 1943-
resulted or are expected to result in a ver
t‘h:m was originally anticipated when the budgets for those years were
framed, it may be thought that the estimates which I am now present-
ing are unduly pessimistic, inasmuch as allowaace has been madLe for
a decrease in receipts. It is, however, very difficult to budset scens
rately without knowing the course which the war will takebw.nd tlu
probable extent of Military operations, or rather, the eﬂ‘ectcs 3 '11{“31
the presence of the Army will have on the ordin:{r admini ‘:\, 5
in Assam in the coming year. There 1s no doubt }t,h':,t tl1 'ISFlat'lon
under Agricultural Income Tax are bound to l“eﬂctct ;c IFCClp.ts
profits of the Tea Industry between the years 1942 3y .d 11:91}0 all in
think, hon. Members will agrec with me that it w‘iillc ]b 4'35-a1?d.1
to assumc that the year 1945-46 wil] not see the W € pessimistic
siderably from our borders with a consequent diminut?(;n1 %i‘ei/?iliign-
B

activities. If, however, receipts exceed our anticipations hail
make provision for a further contribution to {} b

struction Fund by means of a Supplﬁmentary lc(fuPOSt-WM Recon-

of the year. _ mand at the close
In general administration of

mecting innumerable new needs in ¢

control continues to create a difficult mamn. : ;

which Government have to bear inn;lnninlzimiiz probéel?, = Setti{ng
adequate opportunity for permanent SCrvice to th 11ecl cIJr- gcra(l)lnigg
the forces during the war, or who have done Sin(])glc W 19. 3]&:; if] civil
defence and thp like. The POst-war needs arel mal;c?ndi(}ﬁcult to

44 and 1944-45 have both
y much larger revenue surplus

the P.roviana the problem of
onnection with food and other
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eslimgltc at this stage. It is thercforec no solution to undertake
recruitment on a large scale from young men of the same age group
who would incidentally find serious promotion blocks in the distant
fl:IlI-JI'C. It has therefore been necessary to strengthen the  pre wincial
civil service by temporary recruitment from the bar of fairly senior
pleaders, and to re-employ a number of oflicers who on retircment
were still fit for duty, while not neglecting the grant of fair prospects
of advancement to the Junior Civil Service. Naturally this cau-
tious policy has not pleased everybody. Twelve I)l(-;u‘]rrs Were so
recruited on temporary terms, on the time-scale, together with the
ordinary direct recruitment of three officers and the promotion of
three from the Assam Junior Civil Service. The future policy of
recruitment to the Imperial and Provincial Services has been under
correspondence with the Government ot India, particularly in rela-
tion to absorption of war candidates, and for the transitional period
before such recruitment can begin, fiftecen volunteers from  the com-
missioned ranks have been obtained to strengthen the administra-
tion. Of ten officers so far allocated to duty in Assam the salarics
of six only will be found from the budget for which the Assembly 1s
responsible.

To check drift from one Government cmployment to ano-
ther by persons who make a convenience of Government scrvice
while looking for the lucrative opportunities  which conditions have
been presenting, a modecrate control over resignations and applica-
tions for transfer has been introduced.

Another problem is that of exhaustion of the services by work-
ing long years without normal lcave. Cloncessions have been given
in line with action by the Secretary of State and the Government
of India to encourage short leave, and a small beginning has been
made with leave to the United Kingdom. ‘

In the beginning of 1944-45, we werc paylng dearness  allow-
ance at a cost of Trs.9,91 annually. In addition we were giving
rice concession and free rations estimated to cost about Trs. 28,00
in a year. The scheme of de:arncss allowance was qmcndcd ﬁ'c_nn
the Ist May, 1944 to one costing rTrs. 1;‘_3,38 and again from the 1st
July, 1944 to onc costing about I'rs. 25,00. From the lst Novem-
1944, an additional ncreasc of Rs.5 per head was sanctioned,

ber ., . r *
Coséing about Trs.15,00 in addition to I'rs.25,00 mentioned above,

War allowance was given from the 1st July, 1944 to those

drawing from Rs.250 to Rs.1,000, costing Trs.4,34. The total cost

in a full year of the dearness allowance, war allowance, free rations,
ession is estimated at just over 73 lakhs.  As will be evident

rice conc X d
from what 1 have said above Government have reviewed the position
from time to time and have taken mnecessary steps to relieve to a

certain extent the difficulties of their employces.  Rice concession
to municipal sweepers has been continuing in Sylhet Municipality
and free ration has been extended (o municipal sweepers in

Gauhati.
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The enormous strain thrown on the Police Department by the
presence  of large bodies of troops and duties ancillary to the Army
and Air Force is shown by the fact that the temporary forces em-
ployed in connection with the war, for the majority of whom the
Central Government pay, now considerably exceed the permanent
police force of the Province, and still there are not nearly enough
police to fulfil all the requirements. One serious obstacle has
been  the difliculty of recruitment due to the lucrative opportuni-
ties which can be carned in business and contracting, mentioned
above. The question of the post-war strength of the police forces
Is an important one, now under review.

The subject in connection with administration of Jails which
usually engages most interest is that of sccurity prisoners. Despite
the fact that «vssam 1s not yet out of the wood created by the perils
of war, and during a large part of 1944 was subjected to actual
attack by .thc enemy, Government have throughout given the closest
consideration to the need of limiting civil liberties to the least possi-
ble degree.  The number of security prisoners on the 1st April 1944
was 184, and 217 prisoners were under restrictive orders of one kind
or another. By the middle of February 1945 the number of prisoners
had been reduced to 95 and that of persons under restriction of an
kind to 210. The allowances granted to the families of detenus
despite the 1'c§111(fccl.1mmbcrs, now amount to Rs. 1,572 per mensem,
and a total of Rs. 231 per mensem is also given to maintain  those
restrictees and their families in whose case it is shown that the res-
trictions interfere with their livelihood. A new scale of clothine has
been sanctioned for security prisoners. -

The various new classes, such as ev-soldiers and persons of a
criminal tendency who have entered the Province in connection witl
work for the forces, who find their way into the criminal courts caus1
pressurc on the jails to be increased. The Jail population at the 3
of 1944 was only a little under 4,000, as compared with a pcacc_tgn
population of some 3,000. ~Hme

Since 194_0-4-1'111(: net receipts from T
year to year: in the first of these years
current year it has been estimated that five times the normal pl
of about six lakhs will be yielded. Thus it can be said thfl,t t?ulp' us
has meant a revenuce of over sixty lakhs to the provinee cfro e
forests. It is not to be expected that this gain will be conti md ot
the war recedes from the Assam border the army’s needs Wi]illnsllelar-p?;

B nd this t NCY 1S st . ;
decrease, at s tendency is strongly reflected in next year’s
budget.

The Forest department has expressed the view in relation ¢
‘ 0

post-war 1'cconstruct§on that at least a sum of 50 Jakhs should 1}

back into Forest capital in the form cither of a de reciation o but
ing fund or of specific schemes of C1CVCIOPH%I)CIit’ cfrom (;Il yoin
windfall. "This does not mean that the capital values of the }21“';;2

s i
A Oi\i. tsbha\c grown from
1ey doubled, while in the
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have been wasted to this cxtent, but that if the province 15 to have
in ‘the ﬁ,}turc equal opportunities for taking advantage from good
times as in these recent years, such improvement schemes as a
tramning class for subordinate stafl’ and the development of commu-
nications for the purposc of tapping the remoter arcas must be
undertaken while the province can afford them.

The new schemes contain a proposal for re-organisation Sf the
subordinate services at a recurring cost ot Rs.50,000 in the first ycar
and Rs.1,28,000 Uhiméllf:ly, some acknowledgment of the work put
in by the staff, and the need to present more ‘(j[l('(}‘ll';l‘:i]]g prospccts
rm: good w.ork. :l'll(: cadre, conditions of service and recruitiment
of the superior service are also under consideration of Government
with the same purposc of aflording scope of advanccment to
efficient men and making up a shortage of trained man-powecer.

In Provincial Excise the deterioration in receipts from  country
spirit continues due to difliculties of transport and restrictions on
Assam issue imposced by Bihar Government.  'l'o counteract this it
has been decided to arrange supply of country spirit to Lakhimpur
and Sibsagar districts from the Assam Distillery at Dikom. T'his
is likely to increase revenue from country spirit next ycar. There
has been decrease of revenuce from ganja also duc to inadequate
and irregular supply from Bengal.  "T'he only redeceming feature is
the increase in revenuc from forcign liquor despite the increase in
rate of duty. In order to be dealt with smuggling more cllectively it
has been decided to establish an Excise Intelligence gazctte. For
better supervision of excisc work it has becn g‘l(:(:’i(lcd to create a
post of Superintendent of Excisc for Goalpara district.

Of all the nation-building activities of the Government liduca-
tion is admittedly onc of the most important. In spite of the
difficult situation created by the prolonged war a number of new
schemes involving a total non-recurring cxpenditure of Rs.1,13,775
and a total recurring expenditurc of Rs.3,40,248 have been included
in the budget. The report submitted by the Primary LEducation
Committce 1s still under the consideration of (Jovcrnmg:nt and no
progress h_itherto Cou]c} be Kade as] [‘t‘Otl};(‘: lf‘lt{lo.(!uctl‘m‘}‘o[ com -
pulsory primary education. specia cature of this year’s budget
is that the need for giving great 1_3’_np<3tu.s‘ to female education hag
been rccogniscd by provmm_ahsmg a (_‘yll‘lb' Qoll(‘ge at (_}auhati and a
Girls High School at Shl_]long. The claims of indigent pupils of
the scheduled caste have been attended Lo :’:ln(l necessary provision
has been made 1n the budget for remission of their fees cither in

aided sccondary schools which will he given grant-

Government OF ; :
in-aid to compensate the loss of their fee-income.,

Wwith the C?ta])‘]is]nncnt of a..Tibbya CO“CgC at Sy]hct and open-
ing of Ayuvedic Classes at Manikul Asram Vaidic 1 ol, it is hoped
ental system  of medicine will receive an impetus and

that the ori Wointe
patronagC. PrOVJSIOHS lave bCCn ma(le 1o givc gra}_lts_iu—uid Lo
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deserving venture secondary schools and also to schools situated
among the immigrant areas. Besides, the Mass Literacy Scheme
has been permanently retained with a total expenditure of Rs.91,660
and increased provision has been made for raising the number of
scholarships of various categories for delerent communities. In this
connection it may also be mentioned that due to the abnormal rise
in the price of all articles Government have seriously considered
the difliculties in the condition of teachers of secondary aided
schools and primary schools of all kinds including aided Madrasas
and Tols and have made necessary provision in the budget for grant-
ing dearness allowance to these teachers. As a matter of fact to
give relief to all kinds of teachers effect to the above scheme has
been given from the Ist November 1944.

The war, by curtailing the import of silk, has improved the
prospect of scri(_:ulturc in an unprecedented degree. lhere is a keen
demand for scricultural demonstrators.  In order to take advantage
of this situation it has been decided to appoint 12 additional seri-
cultural demonstrators and one sericultural supervisor.

The activities of the Co-operative Department have been greatly
intensified and more than 1,600 Consumers Co-operative Stores have
already been established. Several industrial co-operative stores
have been organised in diflerent parts of the province to procure
and distribute raw materials such as iron, steel, brass sheets, etc., for
the manufacture of agricultural implements and brass-ware. To
cope with the scarcity of cloth and arrange _its fair distribution a
Provincial Co-operative Textile Supply Society and several sub-
divisional wholesale societies of cotton cloth and yarn dealers have
been organiscd. " i

1 he important schemes in the Agr{culturc. Department are
groupcd togcthcl‘ ‘-under' the COll’lP]:e.hCllSlVC' de_Slgll.atiOD Of GI'OW
More Food Campaign. ‘They consist in the distribution of improved-
secds and manure and the execution of su?h projects of irrigation
and drainage as are likely to increase the yield of paddy and other
food crops. Owing to a variety of causes tlere has been a serious
depletion of the Caytlc population of the country. ‘1o counteract
this, a cattle breedl_ng scheme and preservation of productive cattle
scheme have been included in Grow More Food Campaign. We
have also included a poultry and goat breeding scheme to increase
the supply of poultry and counteract the goat shortage in the

rovince. . _ i
£ In consideration of the slender resources of this Province the

Government of India expressed thflr desire to increase their share of
assistance in connection with the Grow More Food Campaigns up to
662 per cent. in respect of most of the schemes a4 against the ratio
50 50 accepted In the case of other Provinces, -

Acting in accordance with the advice of Government of India
we have taken steps to prepare our Grow More Food schemes on 2
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three-year basis. The schemes intended for 1945-16 representing an
expenditure of Trs. 41,38 as against Trs. 18,95 of 1941-45 have
already been transmitted to Government  of  India.  Out ol this
estimated gross total, a sum of Trs. 15,10 and Trs. 36,72 will be
borne by the Provincial Gosernment and  Central  Government
respectively. The contribution of the Government of India  may
take the form of a loan to the Provincial Government, free of interest
for the year. The cstimated net cost (gross {-_\pv,mlilun- minus
recovery) of the schemes comes to Trs. 27.37. The Provincial
Government and the Government of In(liu’ will sharc this as

under :(—
Trss
10,43

]ﬁ,')-l-

Provincial Government

Government of India

The question of controlling the outbreak of epidemic discases
amongst cattle has continued to engage the attention of Government
and with this end in view provision has been made for the permancnt
retention of 85 Veterinary Field Assistants.  Provision has also been
made for the establishment of two new Veterinary dispensarics, once
at Nabiganj and the other in Sibsagar subdivision with a view to
meet the growing demand for veterinary aid.

Increased grants-in-aid to Local Boards for supply of medicines,
new organisation of Nursing Service in hospitals, revision of scale of
pay of the compoundcrs, increased grant to  Barpeta Leper Asylum
and Santipara Leper Colony and establishment of an out-patient
i and a travelling dispensary for Khasi Hills arc

dispensary at Jowal . -
some of the directions 1n which expenditure is proposed to be in-

creased under the Medical Department.

To meet the abnormal situation at Baniyachong, due to the
laria in epidemic form, a 50 bedded hospital has
been opcncd there. The ma.laria epiclqmic is now under control ;
in order to reduce the infection, spraying with pyrethrum extract
was begun in July, 1944 and will be continued till May, 1945.

To deal with and co-ordinate all anti-malarial measures and
projects in thc.pr_qvincc a Malaria Section is proposed to be opened
under the Public i “calth Department to replace the Assam Medical
h Society. Owing to the scarcity of Quinine Sulph. Go-

"preva]cncc: of ma

Researc . .
vernment of India have supplied = large quantity of quinine
substitutes to this province for sale. 'T'hese arc now being supplied

hospitals and'dis'pensaries under Government control and
ed frec to indigent malaria patients by Public Health
Department _Staﬁ. Arrangement is also being made for the sale of
these tablets 11 rural areas.

The Public Works Department continued to be engaged mainly
in the construction of roads and bridges of military im})(;rtance. It

for use in
also distribut
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is anticipated that an expenditure of Rs.1,30,00,000 will be in-
curred during 1944-45 on these projects against the actuals of
Rs.1,56,26,000 during 1943-14 and Rs.1,64,00,000 during 1942-43.
The expenditure on Petrol Tax Projects is estimated to be

Rs.1,45,000 for 1915-46 and Rs.1,30,000 (revised) in 1944-45. The
increase in the next year is due to resumption of the following works
which the Government of India have agreed to declare as inescapa-
ble : —

(1) Improving the Sylhet-Sunamganj Road—Sections B and
C (from Govindaganj to Pagla, miles 14th to 29th) and (from Pagla
to Sunamganj).

(2) Improvement of the North Trunk Road—Sections I and
II (Dumnichowki to Nalbari).

- This Department have taken over 188:89 miles of Local Board
roads improved from the Tea Rates Road Fund for future main-
tenance. These roads originally improved for 31 ton loads are
likely to carry heavier traflic of Tease/Lend Vehicles. The fund
receipts amounting to some Rs.1,40,000 under this head are inade-
quate to meet the annual maintenance cost and it has been decided
to provide the additional expenditure from the Provincial Revenues.

he Embankment and Drainage Division re-opened last vyear
has been split up into two Divisions-—one for the Assam Valle }1 Ld
the other for the Surma Valley and itis intended that g wlye;tn 5
number of Irrigation and Drainage projects may be taken ol
furtherance of the Grow-More-Food Campaign. e

The Goalpara Division was closed down e * «
. * % .
£ ‘ﬁ\ new D . .
5 _ 1Visi
been created at Kohima g * P haﬁ
4 e £

Matters dealt with in the Supply Department

: . . : hav
subject of discussion in this Hoy ¢ been the

se 1 the previous Session and the

details of policy are well known to hon. Members. The Gl
ment policy In respect of food is substantially what T out\l,'em-
in my last budget speech. Due to bumper cro ined

effective exercise of control by Government there %];25{)63-(3.211‘ and
selling of rice and paddy and under il ‘ackein en heavy
procurement the figure for outlay origin I}lammum
raised. Since preparing the figures for this budget, Gover 12d to be
the recommendation of this SCt, Government, op

House, have ado ted i
Valley official procurement directly: from the Cll)lltivaftnorsthe gurnlm
X <+ A8 the

necessary organsation is now being put into t o

carly to say how much of addition;ﬁ pﬁnancialt}(;itlgd(tihli; A

in the - coming year. But as the winter crop has ngt be Will mean

as last year, Government anticipate a lower marketalelll SO good

than this year and so the estimate for next year is dO\V)]]C g,;lrplus
¢ one

e of
ally provided for

\
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crore of rupees from this year’s revised figurc. Under imported
foodstufls and standard cloth there is little change.

 Asregards distribution, rationing has been introduced in 9
District Headquarter towns and is to be extended to other smaller
towns. The provision for expenditure under this head has, there-
fore, been increased.

Various new control orders have been introduced during the
year. The administration of the Hoarding and Profitcering Preven-
tion Ordinance is the most important of thesc. This has been
entrusted to the Excise Department with additional stafl.  Connect-
ed with that is the scheme for procurement and distribution of Con-
sumer goods, already approved by the House. This scheme entails
both capital outlay and recurring expenditure for which provision is
being made for the first time in this budget. A Cantéen Store for
Government servants has recently been opened in Shillong. Although
Government have given an advance of 2 lacs for the starting of the
store it is expected to run ultimately on its own profit and to entail
no expenditure to Government.

With the large increasc of work the Department has been
greatly expanded both in the Districts and in Shillong. All this
expenditurc is expected to be met out of the cess. Recoveries have
improved- and although next year’s cstimates show still a  lag,
Government expect the position will be better. — Although the
Department has been considerably expanded, still the stafl'is inade-
quate and particularly the work of the Accounts Branch is very
badly handicapped for want of suitable trained men. Government
are contemplating the appointment of more superior officers for

supervision of:co-ordination,

Under the head of expenditure on account of rice concession
and free ration there is a substantial reduction. This is mainly
due to the reduction of ration given to Government servants to
bring it into line with the scale of ratfons given to the public.

As regards Labour Welfare the Chairman of the Government
of India’s Labour Enquiry Committcec has been carrying out an
investigation of plantation conditions in Assam. The results of this
cannot be anticipated, but it may be stated now that the trend of
activities in the Labour Department indicates that a strengthening of
the provincial Labour Service will be inevitable, and only shortage
of man-power and lack of facilities for training have stood in the
way of a beginning being made now. Rates and Wages Boards and
Labour Supply Committees established at the cost of the Central
Government arc now functioning more eficctively, since a small staff
of whole-time officers has been obtained for the secretarial work; and
the Government of India have recently sanctioned a Labour Supply
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Time-!limit for Budget Speeches

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Hon. Members have come to know that His
Excellency has allotted the 5th, 6th and 8th March for the general discu-sion ol the
Budget. © It will be somewhat diflicult for me to fix a time-limit, il necessary, for
speeches until and unless I know how many Members desire to take part in the  dis-
cussion on a p;irli(:ular (Iil}'. 1 WUIII(], [hl“]‘l fore, request the Leaders of the I’.u_'li.r‘s to
give the names of their party Members who desire to speak o the subject on different
dates, to th¢ Assembly Department before 4 p ., on Saturday, the 3rd March,
1945. :

Presentation of Notification under Section 296 of the Assam Municipal
: Act, 1923

The Hon’ble Srijut HIREADRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY I _lu":‘ Sir
to present the F(J“(J\\’f[]_r_f Notification under section 296 ol the  Assam Municipal  Act,
1923 .— .

Notification* No. LML.203/43/22, dated the 3rd January, 1945.

Presentation of certain Amendments to the Assamy Motor Vehicles

Rules, 1940

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD S.:\.‘\l){,"l,l,.‘\: I beg, Sir, to
resent certain amendmentst to the Assam Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940, under sec.
tion 133 (3) of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1939.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ Hon.  Members know that these .ﬂ'\mnn.([““,mS are
to be laid on the table of the House 14 days belore th::y arce  to be  discussed., I
don’t think that there will be any time to dispose of these Amendments belore
the 23rd March. So, any Amendments that are intended to be moved (o those
Amendments, should reach the Assembly  Department by 3 p.m. on the 191
instant. I don’t know" how the Hon’ble Premicr proposcs to sccure the concurrence
of the other House. On a previous occasion we had a joint committee of both th
Houses for disposing of such Amendments on & Unanimous |:;13515 but on the last
occasion he took the responsibility of sccuring the concurrcnce ol the other  Houg,
witkout a joint committee of both the Houscs. .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA MMAD SAADULLA :
accept the amended rules on the 23rd instant,
Council which will hold their adjourncd Session on
they will accept the amended rules.

Il the Assemb]
I proposc to place them before the
the 20th March andIhopQ

Election of Members to the Bengal and Assam Rail_way (A. B.and E. g,
Zones) Local Advisory Committees.

SAYIDUR RAHMAN : I beg, Sir; to move .
to the Bengal and  Assam Razl
place  of Maulavi  Abdur Ral,.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi
(@) That this Assembly do clect one membcr
way (A.B. Zone) Local Advisory Committce 1n

man.
(b) That this Assembly do elect one member (o the Bengal and Assam Rail.

way (E. B. Zcne) Local Advisory Committee in place of Mr, Baidyanath
Mookerjee.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Motions moved :
““(a) That this Assembly do elect one member to the Bengal and Assam Rail-

way (A.B. Zone) Local Advisory Committee in place of Maulavi  Abdur
Rahman.

#FAppendix A,
T Appendix B,
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(6) 'That this Assembly do elect one member to the Bengal and  Assam Railway
(K. B. Zone) Local Advisory Committee in place of Mr, Baidyanath Mookerjee.” y

Mr. A, WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 should like to  raise a question  of
general importance in connection with the eclection by the Assembly oi'mm}ﬂ)ers
to the Bengal and Assam Railway Local Advisory Gommittees. T think the Railway
adminis‘ration in this  Province cause more general  dissatisfaction among the
public than any  other public service. T think it will help Members of the
Assembly il before  proceeding to elect new Members to these Committees, they
could be told by the existing  Members  what they have done and what  they
have failed to do. 1 am sure, we should all be intercsted  in the long category
of what they  have failed to do.  In raying so, Sir, I am not reproaching the
existine Members, because 1 know how difficult it is for them lo sponsor propo-
sals which aim at providing the public with a reasonable standard of amenities
in railway travel ; but I do think that the Ass::nxf‘)l.\r shoull take every possi-
e ()l)pm'tlmit}"”E,l".l""'ﬁ'”‘-”; to the notice of the Federal R:lil\\'.a_\-' Authority the
fbenRe disga{lﬁiil(fll()ll at the slancl;},-([ of . t':nlw:l}'_ travel provided in this A
vince. Anything that will help to tocus  Central  Government’s attention in this
matter would be doing a  public  service to every  citizen  of this Pro-
VINCe. mac e

The Hon'ble the HW::‘}leuR: I think, un a previous occasion, I also made a
similar suggostion as }lmt Just made by 110.11. 1\'[_1‘. Whittaker, when 1 told the House
that hon. Mcmbers belore n mging to the notice of .thu_Housv any grievances against
the Railway or any 1f‘w:11 interest :-:.hnulcl ascertain from the Members who were on
the Railway Advisory (.ml'nnl'.u‘.cs beforehand what they hngl done and what they had
failed to do’in regard to grievances they brought forward before the Railway. I think,
the Members who were on the Railway Advisory Committees would do well if they
seck an opportunity to Clls&‘lu.\'_u‘ to the House lhc.resulg of their activities as members
of the Railway L‘.nmmu'tn:_s. I'he general discussion of the Budget may present such an
opportunity for acquainting Ll‘lc- House \\:‘hill they llfl\'u done and what they have
failed to do as )1c:11!)t{1'§ ol the 1\;:1l:n;ay_.—}dvlsory‘ Cummllp::t-s.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOK ERJEE : Mr. Speaker, Sir. M
“not for the sake ol 311\,“-11?, .fk.lilllk-p.t \~v-hét ki -hd\'c, don? and what we have failed to do
as members on the Railw s o4 Tommittees but to convey some idea about o %
helplessness there. 1 hz;"\:c Ilmrl'%ol thie prled ?1‘9C&‘ed‘!‘gs with me now to place before
sk B, !_\-'lerpbct':‘i to s ,q\v W mtB mcI>t10ns ::mc iesolmlsn}sfl wanted to move and i
wete the replies gu'mr} to tl;czn.H uf th?{nl\ my hon. Friend M[r: Whittaker
ing this matter l.}c.lcn(, } the : 0_}175(, 1SO that we get an 0[).1)01‘tnfnty
Housc how the ratlway [fl'-ll f?llty? 1ave been dealing with this Py
this matter Lo the notice of the Hon’ble Minister-in-

ay I speak a few words

for bring-
to place before the

ovince. T brought
charge of Communicatioy

s - 5 s Depart.
ment.  We were given to_unch_lstund by the railway authority that (hey had O‘QF tthtp
. = drovine:: YOoverr Yy = ol : :
approval of the Provincial Government for closing down some of o stations in the
disltriCt of Sylhet. So T have tabled an Adjournment Moti

. : 1] ot on to-day for the fac :
several stations in the district of Sylhet were closed down on the 1t of I*‘ebruaryt Itzlx'ls‘:t
It is a funny thing that I, the clected representative of the Hon’ble House Was not con-

sulted once cvel \;‘hct.h(‘:!: 1 hq‘d go‘t tg say anything in this matter and how they oot the
approval of the Iquu.al F:oyerl?rllent \\'ho. made 1o enquiry whatsoever. DNow
Sir, as 1 have tabled an Adjournment Motion, I think, T wil] get full Opportunity s
discuss the matter. an i

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The hon, Member knew beforehand that a Moti
of this nature wou_ld be 1_110\1‘(1 to-day and that it would have been better if he cou?:;l]
take advantage of this Motion and make g speech to disclose to the Honse his fajlure

and achievements as a member of t}lc Railway Advism‘y Committee,
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : { think, it will

kindly give me the opportunity to speak on the matter on some
The questions were put and adopted,

be better if you would
future date,
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hereby fix Tuesday, the 6th March, 1945, as the
date, and 4 p. m. as the time, or as soon as the business ol the day is tinished, which-
(:Wfl'_ 18 carlier, for holding the eclection to the Bengal and Assam Railway Local
visory Committees both Assam Bengal and Estern Bengal Zones separately.  The

Voting will be held in Committee room No. 2.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : I hope the Hon’ble Speaker will consider the fixing of
a later date, We may choose to re-clect the same members if they have acquitted thems-
selves well l

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Yes, 1 find that the request made by the
1on, Member is quite reasonable and therefore I accede to his request and alter the
date from 6th to 13th March, Tuesday.
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Thank you, Sir.

Election of Members to the Public Accounts Committee

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I beg to move that
this Assembiy do clect seven members to the Public Accounts Committee under rule
102 of the Assembly Rules for the year 1945-46,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

““That this Assembly do elect seven members to the Public Accounts Committee
under rule 102 of the Assembly Rules for the year 1945-46".

The question was put and adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ Under the rules, I hereby fix Thursday, the 8tk
March, 1945, as the date and 4 p. M. as the time or as soon as the business ol the das,
is finished, whichever is carlier, for holding the clection of members to the I’u})lic
Accounts Committee. The voting will be held on the floor of the House.

The Assam Finance Bill, 1945

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I beg to introduce t}
Assam Finance Bill, 1945, and to move that the Bill be taken into consideration, &=

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

““That the Assam Finance Bill, 1945, be taken into consideration”.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ think, no.discussion Is going to take place over
tHT matter. I am, howcver, putting it as a question.

' The question is: _ . . .

“That the Assam Finance Bill, 1945 be taken into consideration.”

The question was adopted.

The Assam Local Board Elections (Emergency Provisions) Bill, 1945,

The Hon’ble Srijut H IRENDRA C[-IANDI}A C"-HAKRAVAR.TY: Mr. Sl){:aker
Sir, I beg to introduce the Assam Local .Board Llections (Emergency Provisions) Biyy
1945 and to move that the Bill be taken into consideration. g >

1 have given in the Objects and Reasons Fh'c cause for our bringing forward this Bi)
before this House. As was stated by the Ministry at the time of consideration of th
Local Board Elections {Emergency Provisions) Bill, 1944, we tried our best to collee
all the necessary figures for redistribution of scats. But duc to the heavy work of'ou:,
District Officers in connection with the various war works, we could not have the figure
{rom them in proper time. S0, thp. (Jox‘f(:rnm(;nt could not come to a decision belbri
the middle of December 1944 and R Iate_ for us to decide about the redistr j
bution of seats amongst the va.uoml co]nst:tucncws and communities, Now as th;
election rules require that Bl 13101.1]1 1s should be given between the publication of
the preliminary C}Cf?lora]_ _mll, dr; d 1]1_3 ﬂna]..ro]] we Tind that the time is too short for
us to hold the election before the ‘ st Apll], 1945. For this reason, Sir, we haye
brought in this Bill fer tbe postponement of the election for a short time only.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

* Thal tie QAT L?Cﬂl Board Elections (EmergenC}r Provisions) Bill, 1945
be taken into consideration :
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Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it seems that the
Hon’ ble Minister has alrcady decided upon the allocation of seats for the Local
Boards, and this he did without consulting this House. It is a tragedy thatin such an
important matter, namely, the question of redistribution of seats, he did not think it
proper to take the House into confidence. As that decision has not been publislmg, I
am afraid. it will not be possible for us to criticise how the seats have been allocated.
But rumour has it that the Hon’ble Minister has curtailed the rights and privileges of
the Hindu community, so far as the redistribution of the seats is concerned.

In my subdivision of Karimganj, Sir, 1 know that there wasa recommendation
from the Local Board that, on population basis, cleven seats should be set apart
for the Hindus and, fourteen seats for the Muslims and the Subdivisional Ofticer
also approved that scheme but when that recommendation reached the height of
Shillong, it has been changed, so as to reduce the number of Hindu seats to
eight including the Scheduled Castes and the number of Muslim elected seats
maintained at 14 in ac'chd;w:cc with the above recommendation with one nominated
seat reserved 1n addition for _th(' Muslims. So, it comes to this that the Hindus
would represent one member for every 30 thousand of population and the Muslims
one member for 20 thousand of their population. Of course, on the population
basis, it comes O this: If' payment of local rate is taken as the basis, I think,
the Hindus would claim almost double the number of seats ‘that has been allotted
(o them. So we canunot but _fc'.f-l that ‘thc Hind-u community has been rpade to
suffer in the hands of this Ministry. If population be taken as thq ba.sxs, then
certainly the Hindus are entitled to a wmghtag'c_as they are the minority com-
munity'in the Surma \fallcy but _I:u' from' giving them any weightage, .thc
Government have not given what 1is Qroportnonatelg due‘to thc?m. on population
basis. So, beforc coming for a vote for an extension of the life of the present
Local Boards, the Ministry ought to have consulted this House as to how they were
going to reconstitute the new Local Boards. Alter so many postponements of
elections, the Government ought to have been able to revise the L.ocal Board
Manual and let the House know their decision about the reconstitution of the
Boards. We have been profoundly chsxllusmncd. with ) regard to t.hat an.d_ we
.mphatically say, Sir, the Government have denied this House of its legitimate
ernp approve their new allotment of seats and delimitation of constituencies.
rlghtr to (rlﬁ not to have done it in a clandestine manner as they have done it
They ogub before they come to this House asking for a further postponement, this
now.‘P Ll?z,lsaright to sec how they are going to allocate the different seats and
g:ttl-?l;utc the Constitl_lcncics. I have not come hCI:C to raisc any communal quest-
jon but I say, what is due to everyone must pe given to I_um..- The.Govcrnment
has’ no right to deny any community their rightful share in public !1&:_

Then comes the question about a further postponement of the election. It seems
the next election, ifit is to be held, must be held in the month of May or June.

it would be the rainy season and the agriculturists will be busy with their
~Then 1t So they may not brook this interference and there may be difficulty
_cultwatlol}o eople to the polling booths at that time. So this is by no means
in_collecting pmoment to go through an election in the month of May or June.
an OPPO“U‘?eqre taking postponement after postponement on this plea or that.
Goyerqmﬁlltl CL have come with the plea of over-worked condition of their district
. tuneI " Z»uld ask this House to consider whether there are sufficient grounds
R :lreCtion for years and years together. Are not elections of greater magni-
to postpone held eclsewhere in this world ; in countries which are equally or more busy
tude b(;,in_g war affairs ? No other Government has taken shelter on the plea that
;‘];‘t.h ; fgge rs are too busy with other duties. i )
eer?len, Sir, is the question how are we to hold election. The right of the public
to hold meetings and processions has been banned. We are dnot allowed to
address public gatherings at the time of election. So having denied the fundamen-

tal rights of the public, how are they going to hold election ? 1 say, Sir, all
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facilities should be given to address election meetings.  If, even during the time
the elections arc held, these restrictions on holding meetings are not withdrawn,
I do not think thzre is any chance of having a fair clection and getting a right
verdict from the electorate. So these are some of the difficulues which we shall
have to experience if we are to carry an election in the month of May or June.
I charge the Government for incompetence for not holding the election carlier
and for having now come forward for a further postponement of the election.
Therefore, Sir, with these words, I am constrained to opposc  the Bill that  has
been introduced by the Hon’ble Minister of Local Self Government.

Adjournment

The Asgsembly was then adjourncd for lunch till 2 g, .

After lunch

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker,
Sir, 1 want to make a few observations about the Bill. The time for election is
Jixed in June, 1945. You know, Sir, what difficulty there will be for the voters
of the lO\V—]ying arcas in the district r)f'Sy“l(:L 1o o to [JU”ing centres to cast their
votes. This time should be changed and should be so fixed when the cultivators
can easily go to polling centres to cast their votes for their respective candidates.

I want to press only one point more ; thatis the constitution of constituencies.
Formerly, there ‘were plural member constituencies’. Most of the Local Boards
passed resolutions that there should be ‘single member constituencies’. 1 know that
the Sunamganj Local Board passed a resolution to this effect, when asked by Govern-
ment to pass opinion on the subject. The decision of Government has made the
position worse. I may cite onc instance. T'ahirpur and Sunamganj ‘F'hanas form
one constituency. This time the Hon’ble Minister has changed this and formed a
constituency with Tahirpur and Jamalgunj Police station. 'This has made the posi-
tion worse. I would therefore try to urge that all the ‘single member constituencies’
in each Thana should be taken as one constituency. I mean, Sir, that Thanas
should be divided according to the number of seats allotted to cach, So, Sir, if T am
to stand from the Jamalgunj Thana and two or threc members are to be returned
from that constituency I have to travel the whole area. So for avoiding  this
trouble the constituencics should be divided according to the number of seats
allotted to each. 'The labour of the intending candidates becomes less and the voters
also do not find any difficulty in casting their votes.

With these few words, I resume my seat.

Maulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY : Mur. Speaker, Sir, I want to make
some observations on the Assam l.ocal Board Elections (Emergency Provisions) Bill
1945, that has been presented to the House. I share the general feeling of surprise
that the present Bill ha}s caused in the minds of the hon, Members.  After a
similar motion p_assed in the last Budget scs;ion ol the Assemb]y we  were not

repared for a similar measure for this session also. From the Statermnent of
Objects and Reasons we find that Qovcn‘nnent were reluctantly gamipelled b5
introduce this Bill for a short’ extension of the life of Local Boards. I cannot
but sympathise with the Hon’ble Minister. We would haye extended our whole-
hearted support to the Bill if we were convinced (hy the entire jod  of
: . : et 2 > period o
extension was being utilised for improvement of the Cxisting state of aflairs. Sir
I submit, thisis not the case. I presume that the e B o I‘~ . b’
bial red-tap; - as been sought to be

extended for the proverba' | apism of the official Steam-roller. From the
Bill it will beseen that itwill not be possible (o hold th(; ]()t_C- before the
month of June. It has been stressed by mope than one p clection |- B o
that the time would be most inopport € hon, Member ol this
Soss 1 . oportune for a general election. At that
time of the year, monsoon sets in and communications in most of the subdivi-
sions become most difficult. This would megp extreme hardship not only to the

Ve

e -
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candidates but also to the clectorates
diture on the part of the candidates.
consideration of the Government.

: and this would also mean extra expen-
This I sumbit, should engage the serious

In the last session of the Assembly as many as 15 hon. Members had
tabled a Motion to the effect that the seats in the Local Boards should be redis-
tributed on a population basis. This Motion could not be taken up for want
of time. Surely Government has earned the gratitude of the people in allocating
the seats mainly on the basis of population. This has removed a long felt
incquity and injustice. We know that there has been a chorus of protest from
more than one quarter against such redistribution, but most of the arguments
advanced by these persons are unreal. [ cannot understand, Sir, how the persons
who advocate the principle of adult suffrage  can  object to the principle of
population in the matter of allocation of seats. OFf course there is much to be
said against the maintinance of the stafus quo as regards the Planting consti-
tuencies. In view of their importance and contributions, the Planting constituency
no doubt can rlglltl)" C|;}{I]‘l certain weightage over their numerical strength, but
this surely does not justify 400 per cent. increase over their due share. :

Mr. A. WHITTARER : 400 per cent. increase since when ?

Maulavi ABDUL B:\R[‘Q1EI.*\UI)I-IURY: Over their population. I do not
know what the Hon’l)l_c Minister means by the words ‘‘revision of constituen-
cies”. Perhaps he will rest content with the thana constituencies which
prevails at the present El;}y. What we want is single-seated constituencies as has
been proposed by my Friend, Maulavi Maqgbul Hussain Chaudhury, just now. It-
is no good throwing 5 ballot papers by the same person in one coloured box.
I also suggest that the Local Boards should be taken into confidence in allocating
such single-seated constituencies.

ir already been i ‘ .
Sir, orders have already been issued to the local revise the electoral

rolls. Theserolls were originally compiled in 1936. At least 25 per cent. of the voters

on the rolls are already dead and much more than that number are awaiting to be
enlisted now. In the circumstances, is it not fair

i to compile it afresh instead of
revising it ?

I would like to add one word more on the question of election
minimum expenditure  per  Local Board for the general election
o be _in ‘the nmghbpurhood of ten thousand rupces. I make bold to sav. Sir
that no Local Board 1n Assam  will be capable of bearing this heavy burden };,,t thé ‘
present moment.  Many Local Boards have already adkopted resolutions  in their
meetings regretting their 111;113111tly :m‘d urging Government to bear this expenditure
I do hope that Government will give due consideration to this grave asé)cct of the

uestion.

Lastly, I would like to reiterate what T have said on more than one occasion
No Local Self-Government worth the name can be formed or can function undt:'l.‘
s gl a;}d. rotten Act of 1915, Tt requires immediate revision. I know the
Hon’ble Minister who is also a Member of His Excellency the Vicerov’s Defence
Council is too pre-occupied with his tours throughout India byt i oy
be delegated to some worthy Secretary ? HeiEan

not this task
Sir, I could not support the Governy

A nent Bill the i .
too eager that election should be held thijs vear in thle"tt was 1ntroduced in 1944, 1 was
has not been done. In the

early part of February, but that
present state of affairs, we wi ey
. _ : _of aff: will not grudge a further
extension even upto 15th January 1946 rovided er ili i .
period in coming forward with g thoroughlg Government utilise the intervening

: revis i
With these words, Sir, I resume my sea, ed Bill.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN :
like to make some observations.
the Local Boards election till

officers to

expenses. The
has been estimated

Sir, in risin ; " T
sad Sing to oppose this Bill, I wou

) Tt‘_hc Bill has been brought forward to postpone
Pt of June next. The plea taken is the same old plea
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.

is, for the
The Ministry
extension of

which this House has been hearing for the last four vyears, that
purpose of allocation of seats and redistribution of constituencics.
has already taken four years and they now come forward for an
another three months on the same ground that the District Oflicers are pre-occus
pied and that they could not supply the necessary figures ; nor could they reply to
Government communication in time. Sir, that plea does not do honour neither
to officers nor to Government. It rather proves their incompetence. If Governs
ment will allow their District Officers to take such unusually long time 1n a
small matter like this, I do not know what will be the position of Government
in other bigger matters. So, Sir, firstly, I protest against the ground taken by
Government for this extension.

Secondly, Sir, it has been rightly pointed out that if
in the months of May or June it would be disadvantageous both for
tors and for the candidates who will have to undergo much difficulty to tour round
the constituencies to approach the voters. ‘IThe voters, as has been rightly
pointed by my Friend, Mr. Aditya, will naturally be very busy at that time
with their cultivation and it will be very diflicult to get in touch of
them. '

Then, Sir, communicationsin most of the interior places is anything but
satisfactory and it will not be possible for many to go into many placesin the
interior during the rainy season. So, Sir, on thesc grounds it is most undesi-
rable that election should be held in May or June or during the rainy
season.

Then, Sir, thirdly, this allocation of seats and redistribution of constituen-
cies has been most unfair and illegal. The Hon'ble Minister has told us sometime
in the forenoon that they have already taken a decision with regard to that, but
unfortunately even the hon. Members of the House do not as yet know what is
their decision , not to speak of the general  public. We  have, however, scen
reports in the press, if that report 1s cor_rcct—-I do not know, I stand corrected
and I hope the Hon’ble Minister may kindly enlighten the House as to what
is the decision of Government with regard to the allocation of scats and
redistribution of constituencies. But if the reports that have been put first in  the
press are correct, Sir, I must say that this allocat‘ion. of seats has not been
done on a rational basis nor has it followed the principle of section 4 of the
Local Self-Government Act. I refer to proviso to section 4, sub-section (2). It
runs thus:—

¢:Provided that in making the distribution of members among the different
sections of the community and in different localities under clause (4) the Local
" Government shall take into consideration among other things the population of
each such section, the area held and the local rates and taxes paid by each.”

There are the criteria, firstly, population, secondly, the area held and thirdly
local rates and taxes paid. Sir, with, regard t» my _subdivision, I know the
aumber of seats that have been allocated in the Karimganj Local Board and
from the figures I ﬁl.ld that this allocation of seats has not been done” there
according to population hasis. .FT.OITI .thc census figure, Sir,—I take the instance
of Karimganj Local Board as it is dufﬁcult for me to refer to other Local Boards
because 1 do not know e.xactly_vyh_at is the number in other subdivisions, but
with regard to Karimgan]j sulelVl_Slon, Sir, at present, there are nine Muslim
and eight non-Muslim members in the existing Local Board and during the
last census, there has been an increasc of only 15 per cent. among the Muslim popu-
lation whereas the non-Muslim population also had some increase though
not to the extent of 15 per cent. but by about 10 per cent. Now according to the
new allocation, in place of nine Muslim members fourteen elected seats have been
allotted to the Mu.Shm cormunity wheregs ic number of non-Muslim members
remains the same—siX allotted to the caste Hindus and two to the Scheduled

the election is held
the elec-

7
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Castes. That is to say that the Muslim seats have been raised to fourteen in place
of nine though there has been only an increase of 15 per cent. to their population

figure whereas no increase has been given to the non-Muslims though their population
also increased by 10 per cent.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: There is nomination :

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I will come to the nomination question
later on, because I have some more observations with regard to this.

So, I submit, Sir, that the census figures do not justifly the increase in the number
of Muslim seats. If there are to be 14 Muslim seats in the Karimganj Local
Board, I submit, Sir, according to population there should be at least 12 non-
Muslim seats on the same Board.

X I do not know, Sir, how these figures have
been arrived at:

Now, Sir, apart from this population figure, there arc
area held, and (#7) local rates paid. I do not know exactly wh
local rates, and that about arca held is also not available. But from my personal
experience, I know that the H.md_us pay more local rates than any other coinnlunities.
So, according to the second criterion—local rates paid—TI think Hindus are entitled to

more seats than icy can gl:um according to their population. If according to popula-
tion they are entitled to 12 seats, I think according to the )

second criterion they are
entitled to more than 12 seats. e
Then, Sir, I think both the categories— area held

linked. Because a person who pays local rates has to be presumed to hold area and
hence I take both these together. [ submit, Sir, the Hindus pay more local rates and
hold more arca thiln ."Lny ()tht‘l' Cnlnll‘lllnit‘i(*—:{. I[‘I am not correct in my ‘Conter“_iun I
would request the Government to contradict the same by figures but I maintain that
the Hindus pay more local rates and hold more area than ‘the Muslims and as such
they are entitled to more scats than what they can claim under the population
basis. So, it is clear that all these criteria- -population, area held, local rates and
taxes paid-—have been ignored in making the said distribution of seats. _

In South Sylhet also I find from a paper report that the number of non-Muslims
are greater than the Muslims. But in the new allocation of seats the
Muslims get 10 scats whereas the ;

non-Muslims get on] g

‘ P ns ge v 9. According to the

figures that were published in the same paper 1t scems that if 10 seats o0 gto the
: (=]

Muslims at least 12 seats must go to the non-Muslims according to population
So, at least from these two instances I find, Sir, that neither the ]?ac? ulation
nor the local rates nor the ﬁgurgzs about the areq held, justify that distgbution
g e e R
things”. A °r » & think, backwardaess of communitic : c

into consideration f‘_?d backward communities are certainly entitllcrélltégslglc:;s-L bct t?l];en
their populathnJUStl 1es.  Schedulec I B, LA

1 C"I_Sit' p(‘() I =
TR cd Laste people are admittedly the .
among all communilies, yet no weightage has beey ) most backward

1 : : given to them. In Karimeani e
according tg P‘il;‘élitéa:l (]li}:t?{lalf em“’-lsﬁ‘d tSO_\morc than 2 seats which have been alJlotted
to thern unces y SHbulion.  So, Sir, even on this ground als d
any justification for the allocation of seats that has been made o I do not fin
Now apart from this unfair distribution in elected s
innovation w,t:li’(i‘sngdl?orgsggmﬁ .scatsl for particular co mmunity among the nominat-
cd seats. 1th Te nation there is an expy o e L
to Rule 19(é) which runs as follows :— PTEss provision in the Rules—I refer

«The members ol each Local Board who arc under the provisions of section 4(1)
and (2) of. e Apt o ]?e Rpplelteq, shall be appointed by thel Local Government after
taking into -ConSLdnm"'on the claims of thoge castes, communities. 1 lities and
interests which are not adequately represented by the cicctcd .111(;11;{{2;3 Ry T

Thus it is clear that nomination _

shall be made f; : iti

. : e 1 i - : om among the castes, communities

and ,mte,::ests._thaf met .1%t properly represented by elected Illgnlbct‘s. 'I,‘his presumes
that .nommat.lon lml? 0-1 s ma(.’Ec aftex: i i the result of the election. But
in spite of this rule in the Karimganj Local Board, out of the two nominated seats one.

two other criteria—(i)
at ave the figures about

aud local rates paid—are inter-

cats there has been a novel
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know what is the basis of reserving

has been reserved for the Muslims. T do not
when that

this one seat for them. How that can Dbe legally  possible

specific rule—rule 19—which I have just now quoted, remains as it 1s. The rule
clearly states that nomination is intended only to represent persons, interests and
communities which are not adequately represented by a general election. So nomina-
tion must be done after election has been held. 1 therefore do not know, Sir, what is
the basis, what is the justification for reserving even nominated seats for a particular
community. I have already stated that neither population nor taxes paid justify 14
seats for the Muslim community in the Karimganj Local Board, and as such,
I do not know what is the further justification for reserving one more scat for that
conmunity. I do not object to the Muslim community members getting 14 or 15
seats but ifth(:y get 15 seats | expect from the (;1;\,'f’fr]”]]a‘nl rqu;l] treatment for
the non-Muslim communities. Another novelty that has been introduced in this allo-
cation is that a Caste Hindu constituency has been created. I do not know what is the
definition of caste Hindus and what will be the fate of those who are neither Muslims
nor caste Hindus nor belong to Scheduled Caste community . Will they be logically
fit to be voters in any of the local board constituencics ?  There are Christians, Sikhs
and many others who zre neither belong to Caste Hindus nor Schedule Castes nor
Muslim community. Will they be competent to vote in any of the constituencies—will
they be able to stand in Local Board clections 2 I do not think that will be
legal unless this Caste Hindu Cons ituency is defined and  includes such persons.
But I do not think that any delinition of this Caste Hindu Clonstituency
has been given in this new allocation of seats. So, Sir, I say that by this
allocation of seats and distribution ol constituencies  the ,--x},',~(,55 provisions
of the Local Self-Government Act have heen violated and the principle cnunciated
in the rules for making nomination has also been ignored. Now, Sir, the position
comes to this that if the population figures arce taken into consideration, there will be
one seat for 30,000 caste Hindus whereas 20,000 Muslim voters will get the
same reprcscntation bv one member. T think this matter has alrcady been referred to
by my hon. Friend Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya. I don’t think Government is justified
in making this discrimination. The intcntion of the Local Self-Government Act also
was never to make an unequal and unfair distribution of scats among the different
communities. Therefore, I submit Sir, that this allocation of seats and redistribution
of constituencies have been most unfair and incquitable and in utter disregard of the
provisions of the Act and the rules made thereunder. Lastly, Sir, when Government
have already taken four years only for the purpose of allocation of scats, they should
have made other amendments in the Local Self-Government Act. The Act was
passed in 1915 and it admittedly requires much improvement.  Government  should
therefore along with allocation of scats, take up other important matters for improve-
ment of the Local Sclf-Government Act. With these words, I oppose the present

Bill.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:  Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the very beginning
1 must congratulate the .Gnvernmcnt for their right move—1I say right hecause they
have been successful in their move. In the last Budget session, when  the postpone-
ment of Local BOEII"C! EI?CUOﬂS.Bl“ was brought before the House, hon. Members
cried at the top of their voice asking Government not to postpone the clection to the
Local Boards any longer, but this time, due to the clever move of the Government the
came hon. Members are crying to postpone the clection. Sir, the allocation of seats
has been made 1n such a way that t.he hon. Members who really feel for their corsti-
tuency and for their country with unbiased minds cannot but lodge a protest. It has
been rightly said by my hon. Friend Mr, Sen that the plea for postponing is the same
which we have been hearing for the last five years. Sir, you will find that the last few
sentences in the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the Bill are merely childish ones.
It requires two months b‘TFOFC_ the date fixed for general clection.  Preliminary
Electoral Rolls are to be pu]?llshcd for filing claims and objections. When they took
extension in the last year, was it not considered by them that 12 months’ time was
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sufficient ?  Sir, it is well-known to the House that the election was to take place
before the 31st March 1941, time was extended up to the 31st March 1942 then up
to the 31st March 1943, then again to 31st March 1944, then again by the 31st March
1945 ; and now the Government have come for another extension. The second
reason for which I congratulate the Government is that they have appointed such a

time that those who have got the experience of thejr constituency, especially in the
plains districts, cannot but lodge a protest,

for at that time it will be a very difficult
task for the candidates to bring their voters (o the polling booth.

Now, Sir, if you refer to the Bill passed by this House last year it will be seen that
section 2 reads thus—¢ Notwithstanding anything contained in section 9 of the
Assam Local Scl_f-_G()\'vrnnu:m Act, 1915, or in the Assam Local Board Elections
(Emergency Provisions) Act, 1942, the Local Board Elections due to be held before the
st April 1944 may be postponed by order of the Provincial ‘Government for such
period as they may deem necessary ;

Provided that such period shall not exte

23
19451‘33? the pr(_)\riso lhcyvm;tdc it pvrl\'e('.tl,\" clear,
31st March 11‘)‘1‘:).. ' (?'\I‘O‘\‘\’, ‘“T_n‘l, niyt hon. T ru-..ml Mr. Aditya was blaming the Ministry.
There I carnot agree with him. It would have been right on his part instead of
blaming the present Ministry as anti-Hindu to blame the man of his own community
who is in charge ol Local bl‘lf-(:'t?\’crnnn‘.nt Department, Sir, it is an irony of fate
that the Hon’ble bruut.l-In‘cndm Chandra C}mkmvarty, the Minister-in~charge of
Local Self-Government, is not only a Hindu but a Hindu Brahmin. sir,. rcmet;nber
that when this point _Wwas raised and discussed outside the House a i‘ew days back
two of the Hon’ble 1\1““32‘3"5 nf"‘ _0‘11“1'. cummunity—I megn the Muslim commu-
nity—replied that the Hon i)!u E\'I;n_lstvr-npch;u’gv was a caste Hindu and that if we
could not expect 1'("(11":__‘,3:5 from him, how could we °Xpect redress from them. I
admire the remarks, Sir, that they had the courage and boldness to reply in tilest’:

nd to a date later than the 31st March

that the clection will be over by

words.
Now, on the othcx: hand my hon, Friend, Mr.
follow the basis ﬂ(‘-COIT!U,l’g to which the seats have
the ‘‘convenience Dbasis”.  Where population se
the Minister-in-charge, it has h?cn adopted as
the.area has begn taken i Wheve local rate served (he burpose, the local rate has
been taken laZnth(%irb;}Sl;;qllIi)ct‘}:lt;](-hf(t) 1?:0\;?”;}”‘1“1:‘1“1 o it s’upp]ied EO t};e ho;l
s, th y WAL, ol « ~ 9 > this that ; g | 7!
gits:rﬁlgg::’takcn into (]:{onsi_dcrz-ntinu, in some C““CSHlw]tllllem;]::-gacaiisdthii Population bais
Jocal rate has been taken into Consideration, S¢ | say that ,thc . some cases the

««Convenience’. . asis is the basis of
Now, so far as the Plantmg Community

k : IS concerned i

to represent 1]’1 this II\—/II(;usti ,‘ti;_e ]l)resent ,Govcrn{nf:nt llav;t?dt;'i‘ggll lctléo Iktl;lea vetl':h'e hortls? 1;2
they were I_Jeforci).l t t.Y ; “‘t  the Hon ble l_-’Imlster tolet usg know thepb eir seah_ :
the seats of the Planters t.flouglu‘)ut the Province have been ke t as tl e Tt 3
if local rate was taken lntO.COHSldCl‘Z}thII.; more Joca] rate iE bei they were before,
before. 1f area was taken into considernt; N8 paid now than

on, certainly the i

3 . . ak . 23 < : a]"ea 18 o) re.

And lfpopulatmn was taken into consideration the 2 g t less than befo .
: Population in the tea gardens is

?cn, Was crying that he could not
een allocated, Sir, the basis is

Ir\-'cgl tl1er PUrpose of the Ministry or
a basis. Where arag served the purpose,

not less than before,

Now, Sir, in some cases it will he found that
balancing factors 1n some of the Locg]
the Planters have been kept as the

In the p,
Boards, But thoprlst the Planters were the

Y were before, ) ugh the number of seats for
factor. It has been arranged in sych a way that 1€y are no more the balancing

other community of the Province iy most o?t t(ﬁ“lee fggi’nlﬁntj‘; can hoodwink tﬁc
Surma Valley. What about the reservation of seats for t} Ioc?.lds especially m?t g
Now, Sir, it has been stated i, the Statement of O[jﬁ ndian Tea Planters ? "
and also in the speech oi the Hon’ble Minister (hay th JeCts and Reasons of the Bi
Officers were very busy with w € District and Subdivisional

ar swork @nd oehes
: : €r urgent work they could
ot supply Govemnment wiik ReCessary materiaglgs in tim::ld s%,ut, }éjr,
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understand .that the materials almost in all cases were supplicd in time, "
but the materials and the recomnmendations of the District  and Subdivisional Officers
I shall be thankful to the Hon’ble Minister-

were not taken into consideration.

in-charge if he would kindly read out the recommendations of the Deputy Coms

missioners of Sylhet and Cachar, so far as the allocation of seats is  concerned. " In the
ations what has been done by the Government will  be clear

light of their recommend
to the hon. Members and it will also be clear how much importance and value were
attached to those rc:(;um_nu:ndntim:f\'. Now, Sir, I have said that it was we who
wanted to hold the election at an carly date. But now, owing to the clever move of
ho are now crying to stop the clection at present and 8

the Government, it is we w
change the date and to reconsider the allocation of seats and  the constituencies. Siry
been created in such a way by Government that we cannol but

‘the constituencies have
to do justice and to  help us by postponing  the

request them to come to our rescuce
date. It is not Government thi». time that want to postpone the elections of  the Local
s of this House who are requesting  the Hon'ble Minister-

Boards, but it is the Mermber
in-charge of Local Self-Government to postpone not only up to i5th June but for

somé time more and if he thinks that he will not be able to~ do justice to us let him
please postpone the election indefinitely or to a date when he will be able to do
justice to all the communities or for his successor in oflice.  With these observations
Sir, I again ZLpl}l’Uilll to the l.Iun'lJlr: lMiuiﬂtcr-in-(;]l:trgu of Local-Self-Government l(;
do justice to all the communities and not to forget his own c¢ e amal
zeajlous of helping the other communitics under whose .-;hcltcr(m]ll{:mlir;ltzitt:)ri;"kto?&:l
Nothing can be more disgraceful than this. =
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is known to almost all
the Members of the House that there 1s discontentment in the constituencies regarding
allotment of seats and delimitation ol constituencies.  For distribution of s;:;its un"Jo )uia
lation basis is essentially necessary to satisfy all sections of pcople. In my npinionltl‘fur;
should be single-—rm:ml)c:r constituencies. Electoral rolls must also be recompiled
Normination must be done away with. So, sufficient time is required to come to ’ a
satisfactory settlement. A committce is required to be constituted to have satisi'ﬂctor(
settlement. S0, in my opinion, timec may be extended to next winter. Especially- ig
our parts of the Province it is,'_w:r){ difficult to run clection in the rainy season, and
ything is costly now ; boat expenses will be very high. All

more especially when cvery! '
organisations and the individual candidates, as the case may be, will have (o spend
high amount of mon¢y ' the election campaign in the rainy season. So, clection cannot
be held in the rainy season. When this winter has been wasted, the election may be

postponed to the next winter.
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on raising of the observ ations by

Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury I would like to  underline certain points made b
Mr. Mookerje€. The Planting comrunity is the only community whose seats remaiy
exactly as they werc. It is perhaps the only community which, owing to the Vern
large incCreasc in the numbc:r_ol scats, has suﬂ'cr_f:d a substantial drop in the perccntag)é
of scats held. So long as section 4 of the Local Seil-Goverament Act remains unchanged
the allocation of seats is governed by three factors—population, local rates and agca
1 would liketo suggest to Mr. ‘Abdul Bari Chaudhury that the Planting community
has in two respects a strong case and in one respect a somewhat weak case. I do noi
think it is any usc pretqndmg about those scats. I think the only thing t'O do is to
te frankly. Four years ago my office took the trouble to work out

state the question qu! ‘
on the basis of s population and area what the allotment of seats should be for
mmunity. There is one assumption which I must make. By popu]a.

the Planting ¢© L
tion I am making an assumption that the Planting members have the right to speak

for the large labour forces in their tea gardens. In a perfect democratic constitution
that position would not hold good for the labour would have its own representative.
But so long as Government themselves appear to agree that the labour population on
a garden should be represented by the Planting members of those Local Boards
I am entitled to take advantage on this population test. I do not 'say that in this \

!

.
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-t T have a good case. In fact I personally rcgﬂrdﬂ’? Itl 211)5 A weak plo:;t?:)'n Bount
respect 13VE » time there is no doubt whatever that the labouring .popu 4
in course of ‘lj})l 1111 teiln el axine conscious, educationally better quahﬁt.:d to lexcr]c.llf
tea gardens w 111. ‘ )[cinin‘ is obviously rapidly coming when tea gardcfll IaE;om shoq d,L 1 ti
the vote and this ity be represented by one of its own spokesmen on this 9&:3
every other conu}]u:h“_ A comes, Sir, I am entitled to ask this Assembly to consi ci'
s Bu.t lllll}_ tlm: tea cardens as one of the factors to be taken into aCCOllllt;r
the population .0 il 13 1;cnti0ﬂ the case of Silchar. At the present moment the Tea
would, 111111‘t'f0:.0, ..lt . If however we relied entircly on local rates they would be
Planters hold 7 S{;lqscﬁ,ltq If we took only the population they would be entitled to
entitled to hold i totk only the arss of the gardens they would be entitled to
hold 9 seats. I “Fthc}' have been given, but 6 seats. A stronger case is that of
hold not 7 seats, a]s resent moment the Planting community holds 10 seats out of 28.
Dibrugarh. il -[-clle‘;gat.; on the basis of the local rate, out of the new allotment of
I sye UEre n“o“i(é be entitled to 14. If we were allotted seats on the basis of
30 seats we S}msl;lould be entitled to 15. If we were allotted seats on the basis of area
1’01“‘1‘]3::&)1“]:;@?- 4 scats and be entitled only to 6.

we sh e

5 i ite frank about the Planting case— the whole of ; ,
Now, Sir, I am, being quite i ink a )ou. e tlntb o) L ny case
Is upon our temporary assumption, namely, = that ] : g community is
depends U] _speaking, and 1 think spcaking very fairly, lorits labour force. And when
at P"c‘k’ent;)‘&on disappears—as- it will disappear—it will undoubtedly be necessary  to
that assun ,
alter section &L UL BART CHAUDHURY: What about Sylhet (North Sylhet)
aulav
5 ) ) - :

Ald Ka“mganﬂ]\’.l—IITTAKER: In Karimganj, Sir, where my Friend, Baby Kamini

ey mes [rom, at present we have been allotted 6 seats out of 20 seats.
Kumar Scx? C?of scats is raised to 28 we should be entitled on the basis of local rates
ek )i[‘ we claim on the basis of population we should pe entitled to
ke scats.d if we are allotted purely on the basis of area we sh(?uld be entitled to
3 seats cmA l't is, we have received 6 scats. My contention, Sjr, therefore, taking
5 seals. _s 1 a’nd onc weak points into cons:dcratx-on, 1s that the lantinq- i
my two sti CIH]‘%C no substantial complaint about this allotment of seats.  We el
munity c‘f?o]i‘gnorc the theoretical argument that in the Increase of other seats Bir

rcg;fage of seats has b(‘.t":':l rcfdttll:ic%ill C—)n B i )

per : .t on the merits o > Bill. eral ocg 1ave been in

Onlc 113)3:1?:1 elections. I do not believe that the district officers of this PI‘OVinc(i:h:\l;gz
o election |

in to-day or to-morrow cun possibly finish this ¢
if they begin to-Gay pport the argument of theg y e 15th of

.1 that belief, Sir. T would su %
- uml;ﬁicu;o sce a later date than the 15th of June purely for thgoge lmgrl:anvivc};?
g;fgculties already mentioned. |

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: My, which

dvaal s for one thing only, i.e.. a further ostponement of
consl_dcrmgfscfl;ial Boards. gPrevious]y the GO\};rnment cameo f(t) © mnext general
election 0{‘ . one year, and, in one case for two years . but
ponement ?' ¢ the period sought by the Government is
departure t.md Members will be compelled either to accept the
a lesser Pe}r‘;t it should be extended to a further Ume, ¢, at least
itm t(l)) sgg' ﬁ::ard from all quarters that the pr

has be

esent arrangeme
‘ not quite suitable to each of the Communities, Sy
of sea;{s a'r;]ga.nj has been much more hard hit, He i
that Kari

inated scats for the Muslims the interest of the Hindy cornmuny reserving
Fhe nog'l ed while Mr. A. Bari Ghaudhury was not satisfied with ightage piven
jeopardis A. Whittaker also asky fop . 28C 8iven
in Local Boards is

umerated by My, e

N Sen. Theye
ters of allocation of seats

should not be taken into con

Speaker, Sir, the Bi|

car but it is
Postponement
one vyear. It
the allocation

stituencies and My,
: nting cONs .

}0 ﬂ:ga Pl,i‘l.denf_ Sir, allocation of seats
c?gtel*ia %md those Cri[ena. have been tu
facts which must be considered in mat

are certain
: the absence
of one it is nowhere said that the other : 3

sideration.

.
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The representatives we send in our Local Self-Government institutions are the
represcntatives of the people.  So it goes without saying that the member is to be
sent by the people. I would, therefore, say that the population basis must be given
more weight than those of other criteria. There are certain big haors and we
cannot presume those haors or big beels should send their representatives. 1 have
said at the very outset and my argument is that the foremost consideration must be
given to the basis of the population.

As for the local rate which has been so much stressed by Mr. Sen and
Mr. Whittaker, Sir, so far as I know the local rates which are paid in the names
of zemindars do not actually go from their coffers. In my subdivision there are big
zemindars and they realise local rates from their tenants and pay it into the
Government treasuries in their names. It is the tenants who actually pay  the
local rates to the zemindars and then it comes in  their names. So, if anybody
is to get the benefit for the purpose of paying local rates it should be the tenants. It is
well-known that the tenants form the major part of the population ia the district
of Sylhet. Let me speak about the population in the Subdivision of Habiganj.
Out of the population of 6 lakhs the Muslims form more than 4 lakhs and how many
seats have been given to the Muslims—only 18 scats out of 33............

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: How many to non-Muslims ?
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Seven seats to Hindus and  three to Scheduled

Castes.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Isitnota fact that the existing number is
also ten ?

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Yes, let us make a ratio. If the Hindus
and the Scheduled Castes get ten  scats according to population,  the

Muslims are entitled to get 20 seats. According to the present ratio which has
been assessed by the Government, Muslims are entitled to get 20 seats, but they are

~ given only 18 seats. If the Muslims get 20 seats the Hindus get 9 seats.  We have
been given two seats less than what we are entitled to according to population.

[At this stage the Hon’ble the Speaker vacated the Chair and Babu Rabindra
Nath Aditya (Chairman) occupied it.]

As regards postponement, one thing has to be considered whether there should
be a delimitation of seats ; whether there should be single constituency in
each Thana. Tlhere were recommendations from the local officers that if possible
areas in each Thana should be divided into a number of constituencies according
to the number of seats allotted to each. I do not know what steps Government
have taken in the matter. I find that Government could not take up -any measure
because of the paucity of time. There have been much, criticism regarding the
inability of the Government only on the ground that their officers were engaged
in war measures and had not had sufficient time to take this work in hand. If the
hon. ‘Members of the House want that the areas should be divided according
to the seats allotted for each of the Thanas, I think, time at the disposal of the
Government is really too inadequate. _ 7

The postponement is justified on the ground of the time being inopportune
one—the rains will sct in in June. -Really it will be difficult for the people of
low-lying areas to collect the voters. But earlier election is now absolutely 1mpos-
sible.. I would therefore suggest if it is to be postponed it should be postponed for
one year. I may suggest that if possible on the part of Government it should be
shifted to the end of December next.

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN: My, Chairman, Sir, in rising to
speak on the Motion before the House I have to make certain comments particularly
on the distribution of seats that has been made by Government in this matter. Sir,
I feel very much helpless that Government have not made public the distribution
they have arrived at as far back as December last. But I have 1o rely in this matter

v \OA D |
[ T "
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on certain statements that have appeared in the Press in the Assam Valley from
the hon. the Leader of the Opposition, Mr.  Bardoloi. If his figures were correct—
of course, so far there has not been any oflicial denial of these figures—so I must
assume that the figures were correct, Ifind that in spite of what has been said
from this side of the House accusing the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of his anti-Hindu

attitude I find it quite otherwsie. T find that for 28 lakhs of caste Hindus, he has
made provision for 163 seats.

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: You are making a mess. 386 Takhsis the
population of Hindus.

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN : I think, my hon. Friend is not cor-
rect. 1 have the figures with me. We had the opportunity ot being supplied
with certain figures in an answer to a Question in the Upper House. That is Unstar-
red Question No. 12 on the 17th November, 1942, in the Upper House. According-
to this the population _ﬁgurcs‘of 1941, the Hindus, excluding the Ahoms and the
Tribals, are 28 lakhs in all, in Assam British portion and excluding Tea gardens and

es. »
= So, he had provndcd for 28 lakhs of caste Hindus 163 seats. If this is'to be
taken as the basis, I find that it works out

; lv half ; for my community 18 seats ; but now he
has provided only half as much—9 seats. As for the Tribals, this community has

also been similarly very badly treated. They are now provided with 36 seats though

they will get as many as 70 seats on the same basis. The Scheduled Castes will in
their turn also get more seats !)ut at present they are provided with only 28 seats. They
will get 36 seats and the .\Iu§luns will get some increase in their seats., The Muslims are
getting 174 seats, but they will get about 20 more seats on this basis. In spite of what
has been said by t}lc Hon’ble Minister and in spite of the provision of section 4 of
the Assam Local bclf-.Govn‘nmer}t Act the criterion for this distribution of seats has
to remain on population. In this connection I have to refer to a reply given by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister in answer to a question of my hon. Friend, Maulavi
Syed Abdur Rouf during tlft‘: last November Session. This "is in answer to Unstar-
red Question No. 107. The Hon’ble Prime Minister on that occasion admitted
that it was impossible to collect the information regarding the area held and the
local rates paid by the different communities.  Of course,  this question was asked
with regard to Goalpara and Kamrup Districts and the Hon’ble Prime Minister
made it pcrfccr;ly c_lear. thatflt l“.’dS Incommensurate with the labour involved to collect
Lege ﬁguref- h{?s’si!l;}evt;‘itc(:'iotnllisgn:if:l?:;agcf)‘ntgglHon’blc Prime Minister I have to say
> = : <L . .
g::;)tutllz:fngr? rycl"?thg, basis ?-f aan flistl‘ibUtion. e, legal Criterion, must remain
ir, in this dispensation of the seats { . avd
and tSI;::’Tribals are most hard hit, Fyep (;ht:h‘écvauous Casis houtts the jliofs

s heduled Castes ar
than these two communities.  If we take he standard of Sche s are treated better

i seats and the Tribals will get 4 duled Castes the Ahoms

:\1’112 %&;:}?‘ms arc3£akﬂri . tlcllc :ltandrard:tslilgom o4 seats.  And if the seats allotted to
ill get 24 seas and the ‘Tribals wil] :

SZ:EZIS ymi will adopt it will be found II get about 54 seats,

i treated. .
i, in the Statement of Objects and Reasons of the B
the Hon’ble Minister, he has said that only 2 months’ time j
the provisions of the st = publishing the Preliminary elec
passed, the Government will have at their disposal 4
within this time the Government will have 2
tion of distribution of seats. T think if th
the claims of these communities and T y,
and give these two communities their dye,

Sir, m. y second criticism ig with regard to arrangement of the constituencies and
delimitation of them. hI do not know whether Government have taken any decision
in these matters but I have known of some district authorities recommending reserved
constituencies to extend over more than one unreserved constitul‘:ncies.g Sir, this

and also in the speech of
3 needed to comply with
toral roll. Now, if this Bill is
. months’ time from now and
quite enough time to re-examine the ques-
€y wish they can very easily accommeodate
8¢ upon them tqo re-examine this question
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will bring about a very anomalous position. Seats should be reserved in a general
constituency for the Scheduled Castes, Tribals or the Ahoms, as the case may  be, and
such constituencies should be plural-mnember constituencies with cumulative voting.
But instead of that I know that certain Deputy Commissioners have recommended
that these reserved constituencies are to extend over more than one constatuency
in some cases. In the case of Scheduled Castes, for instance, in Jorhat the Deputy
Commissioner has recommended that they should extend over 5 or 0 unreserved
General Hindu constituencies. Sir, this will bring about an impossible position.
Are we going to give an additional or extra vote to the members of these commu-
nities which the members of the general Hindu community will not have 2 If we
are going to give an extra vote which the geueral Hindus will not have, then, of
course, it will be a task for the presiding officer to give an extra ballot paper to the
members of these communities. If that procedure is adopted, we shall have no
objection. But if each voter is to be given only one ballot paper, this will
deprive the- members of these communitics from contesting and taking part in the
election of the unreserved scats.  So this is an anomaly which 1 hope the Government
will look into and will try to regularise.

Sir, if this Bill is thrown out, the position will be that we revert to the existing
position. That means the present arrangement where the members of my commu-
nity and those of the Scheduled Castes and the T'ribal population have no place  As
the Government have come forward with this Bill reluctantly, we also extend our
support with reluctance, for if this Bill is thrown out, these communities will have to
go unrepresented. In any case, Sir, I hope the Government will try to accommodate
the claims of these communities within the time they will have at their disposal.
They may even ask for little morc time to do this. With these few obscrvations I
extend my support to this Bill.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : On a point of information, Sir. 'I'he population of
other Hindus in the Province of Assam is 386 lakhs excluding Scheduled Caste
Hindus. The population of Scheduled Caste Hindus is 67 lakhs. I'he population of
what is known as other Hindus for the Province of Assam is 38:6 lakhs and not twenty-
eight point something.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Buragohain is taking his stand on the reply given by the
Hon’ble Minister.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : But I am standing on the Census Commissioner’s Report
of 1941.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It does not
include tea garden population.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : The Census headings are as follows—

Scheduled Caste Hindus, g
Other Hindus,

Muslims and

Tribals.

These are the only classifications in 1941 Census.

Srijut S]U?ENIiRr;;XNAThH l]BIURA(iEOHAIN: May I enquire, Sir, if the tea

en population, ean the labour force, have i S ?
garden POPU S FrAKER — T am ooy o, been included in the 38 lakhs

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN : * Sir, perhaps Mr. Whittaker’s figure
includes town population which is to be excluded from the Local Boards, the tea garden
population, and the‘ population of the Indian States, and it definitely includes the

Ahoms.
£ Mr. A. WHITTAKER : That might be ‘so. :

Khan Sahib Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Sir, I
must congratulate Mr. Buragohain for his brilliant speech. He tried to correct the
wrong ﬁg.ure Pl"OdllCCd by the hon. Leader of the Op]’)OSitiOﬂ in his statement
published in the Press recently. May I ask the hon. the Leader of the Opposition
what was the source from which he boriowed this wrong figures ? This is the way, Sir,
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how the Members of the Opposition trv 1o make propaganda throughout' the whole
Province and thereby poison the minds of their co-religionists. Mr. 1\‘1()okeljcc,.111011g]1
a Brahmin himself, has started  quarrelling with the Hon’ble  Minister who is also a
Brahmin and so I do not like 1o interfere in this domestic quarrel.

‘The Hindu Press has started an agitation against the. present Bill. Then the
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Local Sclf-=Governiment tried to do justice to all sections of
the ce mmunities...... ;

+The fact is this, Sir, that the Caste Hindus whe were s6 long ruling the Local

Boards do not. like to part with their power and want to  establish a permanent
Caste Hindu Raj in the Local Boards.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: On a point of information, Sir. How many
Chairmen in the Surma Valley Local Boards belong 1o Caste

> sure y Lo ‘ Hindu community ?
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: ‘The statement of the Khan Sahib is quite
ue, Sir. .

un“lllél‘mn Sahib Maulavi Dewan

MUHAMMAD AHBAR C

. statement is quiu.- true.  The interested
;:tl?m“c"; through press moorder to poison the
7 With these words, T support the
of Local Self-Government,
< ... r il TAR AQ . NS ' . = -

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS:  Sir, 1 rise to oppose the Bill. Firstly, because the
time pl'UP”S“d for holding the clection s most mopportune and inconvenient, and
secondly, beecause the ;}llm‘:u)um'nl seats 1s wholly  unsatisfactory and unfair in almost
all the Local Boards ot the Province a3 ig clear [rom the trend of discussion in the Houge
to-day. . ol '

So far as Barpeta Local Board is concerned, fixed neither on
pnpulatiml basis, nor '1’1{ arca 1)?1_515, o1 on the basis ot local rates paid. Various objec-
ons have been raised from varieus quarters of this House with reoar
tions LA A e oS i il 1th regard to  allotment of
seats.  So long : : N socovernment Act has riot been amended, the
criteria referrved ui) by lll(‘ll.1 1 i\’h‘._\\'lnlt;lkcr and  hon. Mr. Kamini Sen of pepula-
. ~al rates should b e > R Shs Q T
tion, area aad loc l.} rate S £ loll};\nd. In the Baipeta Subdivision the Muslims
- rcpol'LCd to have been given 12

secats. If on the basis of i

: : : of  population the
AT 2 scats the caste F T > are  to ¢

Muslims get 1 caste Hindus alone are  to get more thati “EL Sedts,

I arei held is tnl‘((il}lmlo c.(m.mdc.union, the M‘uslims get 12 seats -and i hbine
Muslims are entit ‘{} }I‘_’ moke 1'1-'1;1 16 seats. If local rate paid is taken into
consideration thc‘ Mus lITiﬁ get 12 S¢ats  and  the non-Muslims are entitled

more than 17 scats. So  from g standpoints  the non-Muslims are

- ts than what they are e
d to more sca B »arc reported to have Bittes et A
tituencies also, if the report g correct fwen, In the delimita-

HAUDHURY : No, Sir,
beople started agitation
¢ minds ol the public,

Bill brought by the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge

issuing " wrong

the seats have been

to get

enti 11(1.
tion of cons

: the constituenc

s o e ot ; 8 1cies have heen so
e as to put h[:ll?d:‘.].‘fl'])‘ ln th‘L, voters and most of them will be deprived of l"lchf:ir
vight of excrcise of votes becauss of serious Inconveniences th

ning Over long distances.

at they will have to face in
(At this stage the Hon'ble the §

co1
peaker re-

. ) occupied th ir
So, Sir, from all considerations—allotment otl' se*ltsc %21.6}11:) y i
SO, B e ™ Y - umita ~
cyencies and thg ume sugzested fo, holding the elcction——-;;he e t‘f tloanlfl‘ ‘ consnt
Unsatisiactory and unfair and 1 oppose the Bill. . : present  Dillis amce
atis

SHIES B < .

Srijut LAKbI,“?b ‘rAll‘{LBC.)l\OOAH : Sir, Trise to OPpose the passing of this Bill
simply because cle cftﬁntp ) f)m‘l Bom*’d‘s are proposed to he hel bl; creagtioon SEA LTy
clectoral umts o C‘l\i( (('“u lvVL- a.c.tlon_ I'he proposed clections are ooj to be held
under the Loca‘l )SL . 10'\'?1 i]lﬂ(}lﬂ. Act_ enacted as far back as 1915 5 Slinge oafwr =y
inauguration ol Il(‘)'Vlll_Cll'rl .\utonomy in this Province thefe has b.e;:n n(f:‘ B
country that the principles of the Act should be remodelieg and a ne 1{1 t Ee : ght into
existence in consonance with .thc progressive views and ideals o{f t{l g fod rg'ugfceling
that seat allotted to the planting community was in excegs (Sf wl 1e-tlrge. lr,h s 8
beought i 8F $2R 08 Tl to thisold ot of 915 t ghan o yes due o il
Siddhinath Sarma  also brought anothey Bill recommendjpe ltfy linn. Fnend,'thrli}lllc

‘inciple of nomination to Local Boards., sjp ~hcing to do away wi
}21:1}11 Assembly. Both these (wo Bills \?ver Sir, both these Bills were very much debated

€ sent out for eleciting public opinion and



54 THE ASSAM LOCAL BOARD LELECTIONS (EMERGENCY  (1st Mai '

PROVISIONS) BILL, 1945,

there was preponderance of opinion in favour of the proposed change. At that time, the
Ministry of the Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Saadulla gave us an assurance that they would
bring in a comprehensive 3ill to fit in as far as possible with the suggestions made in our
Bills, but, Sir, 7 long years have passed,much water has flown down the Brahmaputra,
yet the assurance was not acted upon. As my hon. Friends Messrs. Sen and
Mookerjee have already  stated, the  allotment = of seats in  several places  have:
been unsatisfactory, and have been  injurious to Hindu interest. Several other
hon. Members have objected to elections being held at the scason proposed in the Bill.
So, Sir, I would request the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge to bring in a fresh Bill and a
comprehensive Bill so that we may have an opportunity to examine exactly how much
each community or caste are entitled to representation in various Local Boards in the
Province. Sir, I may remind the Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir Muha mmad Saadulla
of his assurance that he gave to me and my hon. ["ric-_nd, Mr. Sarma, to bring in a
comprehensive Bill embodying all the suggestions that were made during the discussion
of our Bills and may I not expect fulfilment of his assurance ? If Government should
come forward with a new Bill for enactment embodying provisions to meet the objec-
tions raised by different sections of the House, we for ourselves do not object to
postpone the election for longer period than sought for in the Bill. If the Governmenut
do not see their way to this request I shall be bound to oppose the Bill.

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I don’t think there is any
other hon. Member who likes to take part in this debate. 1 myself did not want
to speak anything on the subject particularly in view of the fact that I had already
issued a statement to the press on the subject. As a matter of fact, when I
heard of the postponement of the election, I thought that the points that 1
expressed in that statement were taken into consideration by the Ministry and
that steps were being taken to sct right the wrong that was proposed to be done by
Government and also to have an amending Bill in the mean time to eet the
objections raised by the different se tions of the House. [ am sorry to note
that I have been disappointed in that and now find that the reason that has been

forward for the postponement of the election is that the local oflicers are

put
election which

not in a position to prepare the clectoral roll for the coming
was notified to be held on the 31st March 1945. =

You have, Sir, heard the debate in the House: and at least onc fact
seems to be clear to me that no one section of the House has been
satisfied with the allotment and distribution of the seats proposed by Government,
I do not like to take much time of the House on the point of inequity done
to the different communites, but I would just like to add one or (WO words.
I feel that not only the General constituency which includes the scheduled castes,
Ahoms and the caste Hindus, have been wronged, but the Tribals also have been
grievously wronged in the distribution of seats.

My hon. Friend, Mr Buragohain was trying to calculate the population of
Hindus according to the information given by the present Government as
being 28 lakhs or something like that. Probably in support of what he said
he thought that the Ilabour population was included in the figures of
Hindu population on account of the recognized fact that the figues now stand
at 45.6 lakhs including the Scheduled Castes as shown in the Census Report
of 1941. But if he would have taken care to read the replies whic the
Hon’ble Premier Maul::w: Saiyid Sir Muhammad Saadulla gave on the floor of the-
House regarding the Tribal figure, he would have found that he is making the whole:

thing nothing but confusion in order to hide the real figure of the Hindus. It is:

known to many ?f the hon. Members _Of the House that when a debate on the Census:
of 1941 was.ralsed and the authenticity of certain figures was questioned by hon.
Srijut Siddhinath Sarma, the Hon’ble Premier stated that so far as the Tribal
population L copcemed, it Was. done under the Government of India directions
and that through mistake Fhe labour population was included with the Tribals. Now;
the same labour population figure has been shown by Government to include- the
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Hindus also.  This is indeed the way the Ministry
all manner of reading of Census hgures fora p
s o s

ay be, in regard to particular communities, we clearly ﬁnd. 'that bclwce!:.cz‘d{)ﬂzl;ﬁ
priees a5 s taken together, the number of seats distributed for all communities h
commlmltll{-b s"uid Planters have been less than what should have been according to the
than Mus lll‘lnru;'c of the census of 1941, 1 have pointed out all these in my statement
popllla;m" :’wa{.t to take more time of the House on this point. .
ana Lda ?0. rincipal ground on  which permission  for postponement o_f the electlgna

. But the ]hc iven ‘;hould be only for bringing in an amended Bill in ~place of a
it AL, 1= fo -1-ngA(‘.1 (,>I‘ a by-gone age. Sir, it is dated as back as 1915 and to-da}.’ we
il 0131::\;;rtlid;t of 1945. The world has changed and re-changed in the meantime,
are in :

ir Constitution has been changed twice in the meantime, but we have been
O v oL 4 iy N ’ . - -
E;;;lwhcrc we were in regard to this legislation,

Friend, Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah, has Just now told
My hoﬂt-h_lt two amending Bills were brought by ‘the Congress
also kno‘?:’ g;quitablc distribution of seats and fo
for fccunfl;l{-qpmi” was then pleased to assure us that Government would bring in a
i b](il 11si;'e Bill and would look into all aspects of the Local Self-Government to
N oints of objection. It is a tragedy that even after seven years we are holding
2 osition as we did then. It is’ therefore only proper and desirable that
e t should bring in a comprehensive Bill now. They can bring it in the next
Go‘fcml}}c;lot in this session. So far as I am concerned, I have no objection to give
Sty t the necessary time to do it.
Govcnm,lcr}ln\-c not progressed in the meantime, I can say th
) ](-fllf;-t“iﬁ a;cf‘-P‘ing the principles of democracy. This
?hc '(‘:c')untr}’, and whether we are somg to have any ch

be, the representatives of the country sh_ou[d l?c taken into confidence before any
e’ Mo is made. Itis in this respect and with this view that we bring this proposal
change llc Government and hope that they will give every section of the House
before t l't to discuss the amending Bil] which I request them to bring forward,
opportuni Y{,Cw words, I desire to point out that we will be taking our attitude about
With these ording to the decision that Government make.

this ol%ll.ll;: ﬁgn,b]e I\Iaulavi Sa[yid Sll MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

rmission I will reply on behalf of Government, because
with f{o;lfhgf;’fﬁfeen raised in the debate by
of polic

many hop, Members
: tment even to the e th of his bej

P® 1 in-charge of the Depar e, NSt of his being
Fr1cndi$ CIn my younger days, I' read qbout a “lcmpest in a teg t'c
Brzig?sl debate I saw a dcmonst_rat:on of it. The Bjl| 18 a very simple
in

is trying to confuse the world with
articular purpose. But whatever that

the House, and I
Party in the past
r abolishing nomination, The

at we have made progress
ouse atany rate represents
ange-—whatever change that

Mr. Speaker, Sir,
}ran'logs_ questions
In criticising my
a Hindu and 3
up”, and to-day
one and also 3
. Not come before
cCtions any further. We dj

b, logs. g did everything
E rch, 49, ut in s it N

deavour, we find that that object cannot be achi e of our best
endeavol

s in the first place our
- st Officers cm}ld not place before the Governmgnt all  those materials that were
Distric for redistribution of Loca.l Board scats, earlier thap they did. When, after
ncccssg;’é_lculty » we got the figures in December last we Were  confronted by a qdesﬁon
grcat.h_ is about the preliminar Y Publication of the new electoral rolls. Everybody
and t ltsh at two months are required to Prepare the fing] roll so that entries of people
know}slavc been excluded or of people Wrongly includeq Mmay be corrected. It is
xﬁ% a view to ur}p%emt}elnt ourl promise that the Local Boarg election should he
held as early as possible, that ‘tyehlavle come with thig Bill seeking the suffrage of the
House for the pustpon;fr[lient of the e €ction by a short period of 10 weeks. Some hon.
Members have thoug }: tto bCl)PP?Se It not on very convincing grounds, I must say.
They have not taken the trou 4 E (; ‘;}0“51d°”“g What will be the Position in the country
if the present Bill is rejected. ave heard :ome hon.  Members saying that the
status antiquo will be reached. N()th.lng of the sort wij happen, for the present Local
Boards have outlived their normal time, They are on an extended life each year by



56 THE ASSAM LOCAL BOARD ELECIT [ONS (EMERGENCY 15T MAR]

PROVISIONS) BILL, 1915.
the vote of the House on Bills, introduced by Government jor xtension and  that
!ifc was extended only to 31st March 1945. Therelore, if this Bill is nevatived,  there
is no chance of any new election being held under the present (istribution ol scats and
there will be a vacuum and there will be no Local Board  tunc tioning throughout the
Province. A suggestion has been made that the election during the month of May
orjunc will be very ‘iﬂcon\‘cnir:nl not only to the intending ca iddates but also to
the electorate. I quite realise that, for the monsoon will begin at that tiine.  Butwe
have got no fancy for a particular date.  We wanted to finish the Local Board election
- as car]y as pOSSihlc and for very ;__rrm(l I'casons. If we arc to extend the lite, \lli)ilil'l Lo
the vote of the House, by another vear till 31st Mare h 1916 and the clection is held
some time in the coid weather of 1945-46 in l‘)"l cimmber o J,!I:II.H‘\' whiat will be
the result ? We are all hoping that the war will e over by 1915 or at  least by the
middle of 1946. Everyone in the country and every party tn this House 1 expecting
a change in the Constitution which has long been promised and which is long overdue.
_If the constitution of the Government itselfl is (‘h;;”"_u-r]_ there will  bhe necessary changes
in the constitution of our first institution in Local Sclf-=Government. We will hear the
argument, what will be the use of having an clection in 1940, w hici |!I“I’-l}’l}' shall
have to be scrapped some time in 1917. Thercfore, we do not want o postponc the
election any further than what the Bill sceks for, i.e. 10 weeks sut il the House
thinks that on the ground of the inconvenicnce of the clectorate as well as the Inten-
ding candidates that that date should be [)05[[,.”,,-;]. wee will have to consider that
oint. While discussing this simple issuc we have had various discussion about the
policy in distribution ol scats, the allocation of constituencics and so forth. In order
to appraise hon. Members of what Government wants to do, a little perspective or
a historical background is neccessary. Members  have aften rr-]m-wnlc'tl that the
present enactment is out of date. 1 agree with them. The st ,liq:r”)ll'.ilﬂl ol seats
was made in 1920 when the present proviso to section 4 was not in the statutc and the
Government delegated the power of allocation ol scats to thic (:rnnnlirsiunt‘lsElndI
need hardly say that that allocation followed neither any principle nor any law.

It was the sweet will of the Commissioner avho gave cortain scats to certain Local
Boards_. _Wh.cn in 1926 this scction 4, sub-scction (2) was incorporated in the Act, a
fresh disribution was made in 1927. Now, for that purposc, the Census [igures, of 1921
only was available to Government. How that di-tribution has been mischicvous—
mischievous in the sense of the denial of right to different communities, 1 would like to

lace before the House, and that, in reply to my Friend Mr. Kameswar 1)as. In 1921
the Muslim populaiion of Barpeta was 40,197 and in 1941 Census the same ]"‘]"‘1‘“}011
has swelled to 2,22,774. I could multiply figurcs but there is hardly time. Therclore
I will not go into further dctails. ‘

In the previous Census the population was divided into
Muhammadans—that is the official term and non-Muhammadans,
the Hindu community, the residuary legatee of all the other population. }
therefore, had representation of »superior numbers not granted by their own population
figures. Now that justice is going to be done not merely by the Brahmin Minister-in-
charge, but by the entire 1abinet who have got joint responsibility and 1in administering
justice to all sections of the people, there has been such a howl that il ther¢ is a Goddess
of justice she had to hide her face in shaine.

Now, criticisms have been levelled against the Government that in arriving at the
on of seats this House has not heen taken into  confidence. Sir, the entire

Muslims “or rather
{hereby constituting
‘I'hey have,

distributi 5 “entin
jurisdiction has been Jeft to the local Government.  In section 4, sub-scction (2) 1t 1s
laid down < Subject to the provision of sub-section (1), the Local Governmcnt shall, by
notification, fix for each Local Boad—

(g) - the total number of appointed and elected members
e distri i “the clee : LA
(b) the (1'181:(1".)1..,1110!1 of Lh{‘ .(,lt,(,l(-d members among the different
and in diflferent localities ; ete. !
Local Government and not the Legislature which have got

sections of the

pommunitv

e is the . ‘
G powe! in  the \
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matter. \luch power has also been given in
gaid :

D enwids : . " i L . 5

Provided ‘t}mt in -lll‘l}\:lt}},: the distribution of members amons the different sections
of the community and in different localities under clause (6) the Local Government
shall take into consideration among other things the population of each such section, the
arca held and the 1_0('.:11 rates and taxes paid by each.” So we have tales Sate cénsi-
deration all those In(}rolr.f that are necessary in arriving at the suitable distribution.
Ilrl "l'(f [yc.rly’ ndlu;,rffc:) iltl 1:'!15_:5{“.'1\ ““‘ l\."n-:- got no rccm‘d.-of-_rights we cannot get proper
IEWERE FOEUDERL Baes ) (ch O permanently-settled districts of Goalpara and Sylhet.
We asked the Deputy Commissioners to help us in this matter. The reply of the
Deputy Commissioner of the big permanently settled district of Sylhet is th'ltp it is not
possible to get local rate and area figures, and he suggested that the As:sembly. andl
Council r(}l‘ls should be ‘_‘1"'.?'1‘ immto consideration. We are in the hands of our local
officers.  They C“""“O_‘]i]"o‘ T the real figures of local rates. ‘I herefore, we had to
Improvisc the usual go ; .C" l!I'I(V.l..I; [m_-mula and distribute scats accordingly and 1 think
nobody can cll:}llcngc ‘l ?1(;-51151[1” n‘m(l){n h.:ts not been fair or cquitable.L

Mow, much we UUSARR abgL arimganj.  According to 1941 ¢

: - e 5 9 i st Hng : ensus the total

opulation h.gtr‘ur;: 1S -),(‘?112_--1} of whom §i11,881 are Muslims or 55 per cent. of the total

1t1 that subdivision are ! slims Tlhiasa i - .

popnl.ltlon ot Lh i (e Tomek fos uslims. .[11(.1‘(, are 88,213 Scheduled Castes,

1,560,704 Hindus and t “15 ““l“ igure includes if not the whole a part of the tea

3 . = e i ¥ o B ] < &

z standas « low  w 3 R

garden I’”PUI‘“'O“ Which atands at 53,706.° Now » What has been our allocation for
Karimganj. ‘ ]

We proposcd a totql 11(111}1;\1 of ?() scats for that Local Board on the basis of
population, as the Muslims arc over DO_PCI' cent., that is, 55 per cent., they should have
got a little more than .15 scats whereas in our allocation, we have given them 14 only.
They have lost, but with the u.a:uul traditional lornm'ln of giving weightage to the
minority commpmty t!m majority has rgot to make a litile sacrifice, and therefore, they
have been provided with 14 seats.  We started by the other equitable formula that in
our distribution we should not l'cqucc a.nywhcrc the present -allocation of seats. My
fricnds the Caste Hindu community might say that that was not observed in their case.”
Yes, it could not be observed in their case because formerly they were there not as
Caste Hindus but asl ;loﬂhi\‘tl_ltlim’““i‘-clil)“csl-_ 'dl ht]ls tlE‘te Government has thought it fit,

: B onsttuaency wvide = = - . .
following the AsSSt' - Yt'C) that ])'1\’23,130(‘11 cnfrallel 'Ocid[‘B(?alds eats an pluing repres
ns to communi ICSI bl 3 5o f,lc used for the purp se of Provincial
Legislature. Therefore, tcios? hgncfastélc}li-vc;c Olglfirly enjoved by the Caste Hindus
. - ar ] i ~ | .
are now going to be share Y indus, cheduled Castes, 1 “bm}’shoms
and others. N . o T a—— . : :

I was surprised with th_‘_: F"_mpl“ilm Illdde‘ by Mr. BuraGohain and during his

eech he made a curious criticism that the Scheduled Castes enjoyed so much and
?avc been given soO much. ‘I'he Scheduled Castes did not . enjoy anything in the last
1 ol v ~ga s s - .
distribution. Hardly on¢ or two members got a chance of being elected. This time
we have given them reservation of seats similarly for the Ahom community on the bare

basis of population oi:localmcs. Apart from other considerations which Government
" have to take into notice, Mt Buragohain complains on a comparison of Hindu seats.
- a1 that it will be biting the hands that feed them.

VeLL sy (A wvoice, it is always the case.)

« > h , 3 - 3 . . .

shle the SPEAKLER :  How long will the Hon’ble Prime Minister take to

the proviso to that clause where it is

sentatio

The Hon

ﬂntShrI}llllé SII_’I‘;ff:ﬁle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I will take

a 1 utcs. n—— y &
nOtIr}?;;?_Ig;:Pble the SPEAKER :  The debate will continue tomorrow.

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned till 2 .M. on Friday, the 2nd March, 1945.

SHILLONG : A. K. BARUA,
The 7th April, 1945. Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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Appendix ‘A’

The 3rd Fanuary 1945.

No.LML.203/43/22.—In cxcrcise of the powers conferred by
Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act I of 1923), as subsequently amended, the
Governor of Assam is pleased to make the following amendments in the rules published
with Notification No.947-L.S.-G., dated 9th March 1936, for the issuc of license for
es of recreation and amusement ;-—

1. For rule 1 substitute the following :—

I. Every application for the grant of a license under section 236A(1) shall be placed
before the meeting and shall be included in the agenda for the meeting of the Board
next following its reccipt in the Board’s Office and shall he placed before that meeting,

II. In rule 4 the words ““or permission’ after the word ¢Jicense” in the 2nd Lipe

shall be deleted.

I11. In rule 4(i) after the word ‘‘Commissioner™
¢¢in the case of the Assam Valley Division and the Provincial
of the Surma Valley and Hill Division” shall be inserted.

IV. For rule 4(ii) substitute the following :—

4(ii). In the casc of an application for a license under section 230A(2) -—

(1) that the license fec imposed by the Board, be paid in advance,

(2) that the number of persons admitted at any time shall not
number as the Board may decide,

(3) that the licensee shall engage Lo maintain the premises clean and in good

cction 296 of the

plac

wherever it occurs the words
Government in the case

exceed such’

order,
(4) that staff and attendants shall be provided for the prescrvation of ulcun]i“p&s

and the convenience of the public as may be necessary,
(5) that a responsible person shall be nominated to have charge of the Premig 3
(6) that such passages shall be kept open for the ingress and egress of the l)ub(]::“*.
as the Board may decide. 1c
- V. Add the following as a new rule :—
6. Every license issued under scction 236A
36A(2) of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act I of 1923)
as subsequently amended

FORM No.

(2) shall be in the iollowing form :—_

License under section 2

L]

GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM
Assarn Municipal Act, 1923, as subscquently amended
No.
The premises known as :
(a) Description of (@) voeeen U S SOOI - | e PR R 3
premises. Y

(b) Address. SItaAted At (D) werveersmnms vonenonnmrnsarns nnamerpagaiaisamsi e sim s Lias eel

within the Iimitof the .....oeemsren Municipality in the districg " *»

Py are licensed under scction 236A(2) ol the ASSQO

Municipal Act, 1923, (Assam Act ol I 1923), as Subf_‘eql’-ent;h
(¢) Purpose. amended, as a plage where (&) oo cons v o SRR T provided h y
#The numﬁ:c:t-h sélgu_ld pot more that. o s *persons shall be admitted at 'lr? 3

d in by the air- g i . " ; ke 1

be Bl Vice-Chiarman n;l;lslm?_and that  the following passages shall be KePU clegy
before he signs  he i=
o G bk S
(d) Name of applican.. This license is granted"tu' (d) ______________________________________ ceens and sha“

Femigin i force foruosses ssvmmmmonmnans unless sooner revoked ang
tStrike out the words the Sflld (), e vt s R B i s e w5 owns, leases OF Tmanngéq
not applicabe. this 5330, (8 )s cvmmemsassmsmims tnmasis wmsrammant e )

N
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This license is granted subject to the provisions of the Act
and the rules thereunder and subject to the following further
conditions that the said

Ed) s R S ST o0 O SO S G R e 2 th
(?) .................................. PR T R s el i
B ot i e e el s s S
etc.
The fee levied for this license is Rs...oovvooo.. el e
B R 194 .

Chairman or Vice. Chairmnn.
S. L. MEHTA,
Secy. to the Govt. of Assam in the Fdn. & L.S.-G, Depis,

APPENDIX ¢ B’

Amendments to the Assam Motor Vehicles Rules 1940, i
; ter Rule i hapter " the Assam Motor i
(1) After .I\uln ? 11]:(1“ Eﬂﬁptu 1T of the otor Vehicleg Rules, 1040
. ollowing as ¢ =W Ca
serl the follo 5 ’ ) i PRI ' )
e 6A. The licensing authority, if he is satisfied 't'lmt th\e‘ n_ppl}cant prev
. .e and was by reason of his absence out of India on service ip army y
. hcun({éc{ from obtaining or renewing a licence in ;mcord‘ancc _with  the ct on the
- ()\:;L;r] of his previous licence, may exempt him from fpayi{ng either in papt or in fyu]]
e 4 ces pavable for or: " rene of a licence or fee
alllul‘ any of the fees payable for grant or renewal € or fees for testg

iously helq
nits abroad

in that
c()nn(:(.‘,llollil_ionw Department Notification No. HMV., 14/43/12, dated 6th December 10_10]
(2) After clause (¢) of Rule 12 in Chapter I1 of the Assam

Motor 3

Rules, 1940 insert the following as a new claflsc.fz‘h—l I . Vehicles

" (d) No fee shall be charged for the test if the applicant v held 4 1

ce r(:"mtcd or renewed under any prowsmul of liél"'f, ‘vll}ch Was in force o : a li-

EEHCE LT the time it was granted or last rencwed, to drive a vehijcle of the 1 ritish

which the slication refers and was prevented, by reason of absepce out of Class

Servie con wcete | with the present war, from obtaining or renewipe of Ing
service connected ¥ :

Previous]

-th the provisions of the Act, on the expiry of the previous licence, ‘1 Accorq.
l Home Department Notification No. HMV. 14/43/12, dated 6th Deccmber 19
("’)L In Rule 33 of the Assam Motor Vehicles Rules, 1940 .__ ")
.S:rub.stiiute a ‘C‘?mn‘{el’ Jor the word “or’ bet.\vecn the words §)
, soade’ occurring 1n the first and sccon{‘- lines, and for the wor
<Fire Brig police or Fire Brigade motor vehicles are issu

ces to drive Iolt

R, P, Servi he A Transo . them’
o A. R. P. Services or the Assam ranspory
<Salvage and .

words D¢ =2

ance w

lice
el
< FOI Ce’ and

W
ubstity;
: : . r s e the
. 1 to them to drive motor wvehicles belongmg to th gamSth()n be
licences are 1SSUcC ey Five n
. ‘:v or ani‘
sations-. [Home Department Notification No, HMV. 14/43/12, dated 61}, Dec b .
% 33 ¢ . e
1. Rule 34, substitute <“45” for ““44 In the last line of suh.. ‘1943,
@ 9. Rule 30, substitute <41” for “40” in the Penultimg g, i.ule ().
3. Rule 39, substitute 38 for “37” in_the first lipe Ine

4. Rule 41, omit Bqlipara lf‘rontiel_' Tract, Sadj a ci:frg:ﬂai‘er;l]e a).
Naga Hills :']_nd the corresp(_)ndmg e’r’1t1‘163 E:glll,r,lSt- thgm (a).
5. Rule 42, substitule “4-1 f01‘ 4~0” in the SUb~rule(
6. Rule 56, substitute “58” for 577 in the last ljpe of sub-rule & )-
7. Rule 58, in the heading substitute ““manufactureps” for_ panuh s
8. Rule 57, Note, substitute the wc}rd “Superintendent” for the \;gsdé
“Deputy Commissioner in charge” in the 2nd line of the Note,

in Sub-ryle Tract and

last ling of



60 APPENDIX [1sT MAR.

9. Rule 67, substitute “‘k>’ for *“t’" in the 3rd line and 62" for 61’ 18
the 4th line of sub-rule (a).

10. Rule 79, substitute 80" for 817" in the last line and «¢78" for “79"
in the 3rd line of sub-rule (a).

11. Rule 83, substitute **81"" lor
““82” for “83”° in the 2nd line of sub-rule (a).

12. Rule 95, substitute ““147” for 149" in the 3rd line of clause (i).

13. Rule ]00, substitute 102 for “104”" in the 3rd line of sub-rule (m) and
omit the ‘“Note’ thereunder.

14. Rule 109, substitute <8177 for *82”
“g2” for ““83” in the last line of sub-rule (¢).

15. Rule 111, substitute “203” for ““206” in sub-rule (4).

16. Rule 115, substitute <“41” for ““40” in the last line of sub-rule (1) (b).

17. Rule 134, insert “‘and” between Tura-Mankachar and T'ura-Phulban
and omit the words “and Dimapur-Manipur” in the third and fourth lines of sub-
rule (d).

“82" in the 2nd line of sub-rule (a) and

in the last line of sub-rule (¢) and

18. Rule 167, substitute 1477 for ‘149" in the first line.

19. Rule 175, substitute 136 for “138” in the second line.
20. Rule 202, substitute “111” for ‘113"’ in the sccond line.
21. Fourth Schedule— _

(i) Insert the words ¢and Lakhimpur Frontier T'ract” after the words
¢¢North Lakhimpur Subdivision’ after Lakhimpur against Upper Assam Region, as
amended by Notification No. HMV. 98/42/6, dated the 11th August, 1942,

(if) Insert within parenthesis the words “excepting North Cachar Hills*?
after Cachar against Surma-Valley Region.

22. Mandatory Signs— ‘ .
Insert the following as a new sign No.ll(a) alter sign No.11.

Red circle on white ground_
Letters to be red.

NO ENTRY

2 Ft. Diameter

[Home Department Notification No .MV, 98/42/13, dated the 27th March 1944.]

-

-~ e v
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(5) Ruie 2 (f)—Add the following below the definition of Inspector of Motor
Vehicles :— ‘ ¥ |
“For the purpose of inspection of Assam Iransport Vehicles only, the. term
Inspector of Motor Vehicles shnll include an Areca Manager or Workshop Superinten-
dent of the Assam Transport™.
[Home Department Notification No. HMV. 120/43/7, dated the 20th April 1944.]
(6) Rule 16 (a)—Insert the word “‘and the Director, Assam Tr
of the Assam ‘Transport Vehicles only” between the words “Re
and ““may”’ occurring in the 4th line under Rule 46, Clause (a).
Rule 40 (c)—lnsert the following at the end of QI
“No application for certificate of . fitness AT
the Assam Transport Vehicles™.

ansport in respect
gistering authority™

ause (¢) of Rule 46 :— :
hecessary in the case of
Rule 46 (h)—Insert the following as M

e at the end of Q1
46 :—

ause (&) -of Rule
¢ Note.—No inspection fees shall be payable in respect of Asg

am Transport Vehicleg??
[Home Department Notification No, HMV, 120 43/7, dated the 20th

April 1944 3
(7). [Insert the following as a new rule after rule 200 ..

200A. Nothing in Chapter \:'l of the Act, s in this ch
11 be deemed to apply to a vehicle hd““{w"“g to any authorized Fire Brj ad = apl:el
5]1:1‘ Jor A. R. P. Service, when pt‘n_(‘e(‘(!lnf.{ to the scene of any fire qcéqir;] e il
lal.léle' cident, provided that such \"("“th’ 15 equipped with 4 g()'ng 0,1' hor i3k
in this regard by the Registering Authority, and such gong or “con. Pproved
in this rege / i

s0oun (| ¢

or the ryle

[Home Department Notification No,HMV, B5/44/5, dated the

(8). .In sub-rule (a) of rule 73 after the wordg ¢
third linc',. insert the following :—

ccor by any uthcr_uflic.:vr to w_hum the Provineijal Tl‘nnsporl
Al Transport Authority may with the approval of GO“'QI'Ilment “‘horlty or the
R“gmn"ts powers under this rule®. . ~ ddegate all or
1

21st Aug

; ust 1944,]
as the case

ay be’ in the

it [ Home Department Notification No. HMV., 6/.44/4
(9)  Insert the lollf)\zfizﬁs’??_i new rule qffe
Rules applicablc to Mﬁ(‘)t(?u . 1
" Rule 173A_. I_'ttlnlzg.(,f f”wf"‘r‘f'—ﬁt}’(‘l‘.y Nlo_m.r . o
which shall be maintained in proper working condition

fit i

: and pq; ed wig ;
| shall be attached to the meter which shay| not bggf‘fu“ed o o
A seals ‘

3 t(_) t
{ the Authority authorised to fix the fares, ken Witholl;e lega] fares.
sion ©

the permis-
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