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————

Proceedings of the Thirteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative Assembly’
assembled under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m. on Thursday,
the 18th November, 1943,

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and thirty-two Members.

Panel of Chairmen

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I now. announce the names of the hon,
who will constitute a Panel of Chairmen for this Session. - n. Members
1. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen, - :
2. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett,
3. Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury, and
4, Mr. C. Goldsmith.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
{To which oral answers were given)
Grant of concessions to Ministerial and other Government omiéain

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN  asked :—
#], (a) Are Government aware that the ministerial as well ag all b
officers of Government are very much hard hit owing to the economig cr?r_ matcci
abnormally high prices of necessaries of life ? Lt isis an

b) Isita fact that from different organisations of these oficers

tations were submitted to Government secking redress ? - represen-
(¢) What action Government has taken on those representationg »
(d) Are Government aware that low paid Government officerg Sc I

their two ends meet with the scanty salary they zeceive ? -‘Cannot make
(¢) Do G_vernment contemplate to evolve a scheme to kee h

: P these officers

A ) 3
cout'?_;he Honsb{f Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replicd .
e B ﬂ)'—" €S, —
k (([,;_..)Yes.' : ’ . _
{¢c)—The following concessions have so far been gransey
Y7 (i) extension of the period of recovery of the evacyai:.
to 24 instalments ; , ation ad¥ansiin i
(i) recovery of house building advanceat hajp.q o
\(z'iij_ grant of dearness a,l‘rowa.ncc to Govemme. he Previons o
up to Rs.120 per month in Shillong and R (;{}S?Wants drawing’paY

i the rest of Assami



860 QUESTIONS [18T Nov.
(iv) grant of rice at concessional rates to Government servants and
their families drawing pay up to Rs.300 per month in addition to
dearness allowance ;
(v) grant of free rations to Government servants drawing pay up to
Rs.200 per month in licu of dearness allowance and rice concession.
d)—Government are aware that their low paid servants must experience
‘considerable difficulty owing to the present high prices.
o= (¢)—Th~ rates of dearnecss allowance have already beenonce revised and
subsequent concessions have been given in the form of cheap rice or free rations in
‘order not to increase the spiral of inflation which all such increases in wages tend
to produce. These concessions are already costing Government upwards of 20 lakhs
‘of rupees per annum and it is difficult for them to find any more at present.
Minister please explain the

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble
present arrangement with regard to the [ree distributien of commodities 7 In
what way they are being distributed now ?
The ‘Hon'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI:
rations to Government servants drawing pay up to Rs.200 per month in lieu of dearness
name the articles ?

By grant of free

allowance and rice concession. . -
Will the Hon’ble Minister

Maulavi ABDUR KAHMAN:
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHUR'I: I believe it is rice,

mustard oil, alfa, sugar, da/ and tea. :
TMaulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: =wtadm a8t 172177 (% T #caw free ration

9 e 78 NrE<Brwa 7 BB (FGH] TTATT 12 G.CA T I AT A1 6AF careta 4wy ¢
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: «tdaty 9 33 913te
AT 1 47 o coltm 42 GI8A [AATed AFCAT ABCSCRT, CTAA TS (T AFTAZ  CAING FTAT O

T T 7m0
#Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN : =iff cdfe a2 of@a as 44t @ 1079 319
QFTT BEm cdrars ACA LA FAA; AT FIET QI IRAM @ 9TFF GI8A AIGA T T AT

ity 41712 712 | @ AEcE A ez [T arEa e
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: <51 <9351 Question
of opinion. «% 5I&= 79CE AFCAL 9T AG AT FCAT A1
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: May I know
whether the Hon’ble Minister is taking himself the rice that is available in the control-
led shops which is fit for consumption by cattle ? >
ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Yes, I am taking

The Hon
hat rice which is supplied from the controlled shops. _
RAHMAN: Are Government aware that there is general dis-

Maulavi ABDUI;:: iR Ee?
; tv o 1 ce
ontent as to the qua ¥ °' M p UL MATIN CHAUDHURI: As I said there is dis-

The Hon’ble Maulavi
ontent, ;

Maulavi ABDUR Ri.HcP]\/L?‘\J : A
> 1 i tt ind of rice ! :
¥ supplementing be ?;vi B GHAUDNURLS Gorerimont/ss Teving

The Hon’ble Mau
o get b ice. .
ge etter" rice Sunamganj Dhangar Union -

Will Government try to remove the discontent

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

*2_ Will Government be pleased to enquire and state— 1
(a) Whether the “Sunamganj Dhangar Union” passed a resolution asking

Government and the Municipal Board, Sunamganj to supply them rice
at Rs. 5 per maund, Dal, Mustard oil, Salt, Chili and other food-
stuffs 4t pre-war price, to pay dearness allowance to females at the same
rate at which it is granted to males and to supply them standard cloth?

TSpeech not corrected by the hon. Member.

B .
R agt - e S e

L
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(b) If so, whether Government has done anything to meet their demands ? {

(¢) Whether Government. are aware that the “Dhangars” of Sunamganj
have been almost fasting and cannot continue their work in this period
of food crisis ? :

The Hon’ble Erijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied «
2. (a)—Government have not received any such resolution,
(6)—Does not arise.
(¢)—No. ;
Kawergola Government Reserve

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked 3

*3. Will Government be pleased to enquire and state—

(e) Whether the cultivators of Bhanubilin South Sylhet Subdivision have
applied for opening the Kawergola Government Reserve near Konagao
and Changao for cultivation ?

(6) If so, whether definite orders have been passed for opening the said
Reserve ? 2 ' : '

(¢) If uot, why not ?

(d) . Whether Government propose to open this reserve immediately for cul-
tivation to facilitate the Grow-More-Food Scheme ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :—

-3, (a)—No such application has been received by the Forest Department,
(6)—The question is not understood as there is no such reserve as ‘Kawergola’
in South Sylhet Subdivision. If Rajkandi reserve is meant, the Divi-
sional Forest Officer has already been advised to allow people to culti-
vate suitable low land, if any, inside the reserve, the forest villagers
being given preference. 5
(¢)—Does not arise,
(d)—In view of reply under 3 (), the question does not arise.
Babu KARUNA SINDHU RQY. May I know on what conditions lands are
leased out to cultivators ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: On the general 8
the Land and Revenue Reglﬂa_tions, .l conditions under

(Starred questions Nos.4__9 standing in the name of Maulayj Mabarak Ali
were mot put angd answered as the questioner was abSént)

- Food Conference at Shillong

Mau]avi BADARUDDIN AHMED :].Skcd:

*10. V'}"iili GOVGI‘HH}ent be pleased to state—
a) The names of persons whe were invited to attend the p
( ence at Sh:ilong ? recent Food
(b) Who was the non-official member invited to that .
district of Darrang to represent the cause of thag q:..~ORference o he
y 2 p i at d[strlct ) Om t
(¢) Whether the Report of' the Conference will be made availat,
bers of the House ? Vailable to the Mem-=

Confer-

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA 1
E E rf:P ied 2

10.(a)—A statement is laid on the table,
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TARRED QUESTION No.10({a)
MED AT THE NOVEMBER

662

STATEMENT REFERRED TO IN REPLY TO S
ASKED BY MAULAVI BADARUDDIN AH
-. SESSION"OF THE ASSEMBLY, 1943.

Names of persons who were invited to attend the recent Food Conference at

Shillong—
1. The Hon’ble Prime Minister,

" 9. The Hon’ble Finance Minister.
3. Mr. Satyendra Mohan Lahiri, m.L.C., Gauhati.
4, Mr. A. Whittaker, c.1.., M.L.A., Shillong.
5. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali; M.L 4., Jorhat.
6. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur Rahman, M.L.A., Sylhet.
7. ‘Maulavi Magbul Hussain Chaudhury, M.L.A‘.., Sunamganj.
8. Mr. B. N. Mockerjee, Mm.L/A., Sylhet.
9. Mr. Ked_armal Brahmin, M.L.A., Gauhati.
10. Maulavi Abdur Rahman, »m.L.A., Habiganj.
11. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury, m.L.a., Sunamganj.
19, Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhuiya, M.L.A., Silchar.
13. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan, m.L.A., Dhubri.
14. Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri, ».L.A., Gauhati.
15. Srijut Ambicca Giri Roy Chaudhury, General Secretary, Jatiya Mahasabhag

‘Gauhati. . ;
16. Srijut Biresh Misra of Sylhet 2t present of Gauhati, President, Assam Commu-

nist Carty, Gauhati.
17. Mr. Sarat Ch. Bhattacharyya, ».v.c., Shillong.

»)—None was invited {rom Darrang.
(¢)—The hon. Member is referred to the Press Note dated the 25th August
blished by the Publicity Officer to the Government of Assam. No full, record-

- 1943 pu : =
of the proccedlngs was made as the discussion was free and frank. :

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED: Will Government please state what

r the export

d paddy was exported from the district of Darrang afte

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHMMAD SAADULLA: That is ent
I require notice, :

uantity of ricean

2

was stopped !
The Hon’ble /
a ‘new question and I am not realy to answer it.

Civil Court of Mangaldai

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHAMED  asked :
at the civil court of Mangaldai is going on  th
last and that the litigant public have t0 c0Cng
tnesses from date after date due to adjourn.
has been entertained in that

#11.(a) Are Government aware th
out 2 Munsif since the beginning of August
to and go back from the court with their wi
ment of their cases and that since then no fresh civil suit
COMHD ERIEIRL Ly P TR # -0 ,

~ (b) Tsita fact that thereis a dearth of Extra Assistant Commissioners with
power of Munsif for the civil court of Mangaldai ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied:

. 11.(a)—Government are pre d St : e :
: A pared to accept the statement of the hon. Member j
respect of the period from 13th August 1943 II()_ 28th Sep.teml.er 1943, § 5

irely |

g —a
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(b)—The previous Munsif Mr. Deka gave over charge on the 13th August 1943.
He was to have been replaced by Maulavi Azizur Rahman, Extra Assistant . Comnmis-
sioner, but it became necessary to alter this arrangement and post this officer as Assist-
ant Director of Land Records, Another officer was posted 1o . Mangaldai, but  the
latter asked for and has to be given leave on medical certificate, resulting in further
delay. On 28th September 1943 the powers of 2 Munsif were conferred on Maulavi
Aminul Haque, Extra Assistant Commissioner, Mangaldai. Another officer has also
since been posted to Mangaldai. '

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED: Are Government aware that the new
gentleman who has been invested with the powers of Munsif is not aware of the ordi-
nary rules and procedure of the Civil Court ¥ ]

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: It is not a proper question and need not be

~answered. S0 '

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED: Are Government aware that many compli-
cated civil suits are pending for disposal at the Mangaldai Civil Court ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA; This is amn
entirely new question, but I would accept it'as a statement of fact by the hon. Member-

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED : ‘Will Government see that some 'cx'perienc-
ed hands are posted there ? : W iaer

_ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir I\IUI-_IAMMAD SAADULLA: The suggestion
will be considered. .
Muslim Education Conference

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked:

*132, (¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a Musliz
Education Conference was held recently at Sylhet under the auspices of Govern:
ment ? : AC Y.

(b) If so what were the decisions of that Conference ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

12. (a)—Yes. \ -
(6)—A copy of the proceedings embodying thz decisions of
laid on the Library table for the information of the Members,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Will the
Hon’ble Minister please state whether he has brought the decisions of the Conferenc:
to action ? i ) : ~OT1IC1E

The: Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: h
main recommendations of that Conference Was to appoint an Er{per.t CCD)Qe F::ft‘eetto
revise the curricula of the Madrasas. The Expert Commiitee had % m_‘-’:llt ik
summoned from October last, and its decisions will be under considerati rezz“é %
ment soon. We are taking action on other recommendations ot the Gont‘e:::n?; * :1:21'

vi Maharak Ali wa
absent 2)

Introduction of rationing of food-stuffs in the p_

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked : A

#14, Will-Governmént be pleased to state—

- “(g) ‘Whether' they intend to introduce R

( )- FProvinCeRTgEs tE T T fationing op food-stuffs- in.. t*
(b) If so, from which date ? ;
(¢) Whcther the rationing will operate throy
(d) The names of foodas;uff_'s_i}vlh‘ich will be ¢

the Conference ¥

(Starred question No.13 standing in the name of Maula
not put and answered as the questioner was

ghout the
tioned

et

Proviace,?:

-~
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*15. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they intend to open
registers immediately in villages throughout the Province with a view to record
(1) the name of each cultivator (i) the area of his fand under paddy cultivation
(#) quantity of crop when harvested (72) number of members or dependants in the
family of each cultivator below and above 12 years of age ?

(6) If not, what steps have been taken or proposed to be taken hy Govern-

ment to ascertain the real food position of the Province ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

14. (a)—Yes, in all towns where there is a Municipality.
(b)—Government intend to introduce rationing with effect from Ist January

1944,
(¢)—Vide reply to 14 (a).
(d)—Rice, Atta, Flour, Wheat, Sugar, Salt, Dal and Bread.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : What about the rural areas
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It will not be

possible to ration the entire Province. We are making a start with the urban
ATCAT aenathion voas 3
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think this will more appropriately come under

question No. 15.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: What are the varieties of Dal supplied ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I think we are
supplying three varieties, viz., Mosur, Arhar and Chana.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : So far as question No. 14 is  concerned,
I want to know what arrangements Government propose to make so far as rural areas

are concerned ? o e

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I was stating,
Sir, that we are taking these measures for :‘.hc urban areas at present, and if we
succeed and get proper support and co-operation from the public, we will try if suitable

rural areas also can be brought within the scheme of rationing.
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Are Government aware that there is considerable

dissatisfaction throughout the Province owing to the fact that imported foodstuffs
seldom get beyond the subdivisional or district towns ? They seldom reach the

villages in reasonable quantities, quite apart from rationing.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SA ADULLA : That —

been the general complainr: There have been occasional cases when the entire amount
of commodities sent to villages have not been sold to the public at the controlled
rates, some having found their way to the black market.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: What arrangements will be made for the
time being for the rural areas ? ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MU"HAI\IMAD SAADULLA : Nothing can
be done excepting that the Deputy Commissioners have- selected people whom they
consider reliable to sell Government imported foodstuffs in the rural areas.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

15. (2)—No. Government have reliable record about (7), (i7) and (#Z) in tempor-
arily-settled areas, but in permanently-settled areas these cannot be collected
without settlement operations. As for (iv), to ascertain the figures a fresh census
operation will be necessary. In view of the experience of the decennial censuys such
an operation will be very costly and will take an amount of time, which may make the
atility of tl;t; figures Nugatory owing to altered circumstances of the time,

(6)—Food position “tai istl i
ool G‘overnmeﬁt ofﬁ;:a 1S:Sa'.n be ascertained from the st.atrstxcs availahle and report

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : [s ; -

; s , * 1Is 1t not possible to have ¢ .
through the Sarpanches without Imeurring any extra cxPEIIl)diture ¢ A o
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The Hon’hle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Government
fecl, Sir, that such a report from the Sarpanch will not meet the requirements
Suggested in this questien. In the frst place, the Sarpanches have not got the
staff under them to measure area of land under paddy cultivation, also to weigh the
Quantity of crop harvested. These two things the Sarpanches cannot report. They

¢an only give the names of the cultivators and the number of dependents, as reported
by the cultivators themselves.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Are we to understand that

there is no record on which Government can rely so far as cultivable
concerned in the Surma Valley ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We get a report
both from the Revenue Officers as well as the Agriculture Department. From that

at present
areas are

Teport Government collect their statistics.
Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Are Government
aware that opening of registers as proposed by my hon. Friend Mr, Mookerjee will
Create panic and misunderstanding in the minds of the villagers ?
{he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This is a question of Opinion ; however, a reply
may be given. i
ThegHon’bIc Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
What will be the reaction of the public to the opening of sy
Propaganda and in suitable areas, pecople will probably Co-operate. In certain
.interior areas, however, where Government propaganda cannot reach, the effect may
€ as stated by my hon. Friend, the Haji Sahib. -
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Anything new may create panic in the
minds of the already panic-stricken people. 3

It is doubtful
ch registers, With -due

Opening of Colonies for beggars.,

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED asked :
*16 (a) Are Government aware that the Provgnce of Assam has been flooded with
beggars from the neighbouring provinces ?
() Do Government propose to open some colonies for he
ces of the province where abundant waste land is
them with works and food? :

88ars in different pla-
available to provide

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

16. (a)—Government are aware that a great many beggars haye come into the
Province from Bengal but no estimate of numbers is possiple.
(b)—Government are endeavouring to accelerate the settlement of Jand with
landless immigrants byt preference will be given to those who came
earlier to the Province, There is no lack of work on military project
for all who are sufficiently able bodied to work, and thege wholzu-ét c s-t,
strong enough to work on such projects are not likely to Havehilic Tlo
sary physical strength for opening new lands for cultjva, ion. St

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)
Supply of funds and seeds to cultivatopg

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

Government aware that due to the inabilit
Pmp'lo‘v (]i)b(ﬁ:re now-a-days at high cost most of the cul turableo lantdie part of
will remain uncultivated this year ? x I the
b) Do Government propose to take special steps to supp] . e
funds gpd seeds to grow more food ? Y cultivators  with

People to
Province
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The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA rep]icd:

1. (a)—-—Nb.
(5)—Yes.

Settlement of land with landless immigrants

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked:

2. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to 2 recent Press Note stated
to have been issued by the Government of Bengal to the efizct that the Government O
Assam have provided 3 lakhs of landless immigrants with lands in Assam ?
(6) 1s it a fact that Mr. A. Whittaker, M.L.A., as representative of the Govern-
ment of Assam, has recently stated to the Hon’ble
the Government of Assam have provided 3 lakhs immigrants
(¢) Will Government be pleased to state how many
been provided with land in Assam during the year 1943 7

nbli-hed in the Assam

3 Will Government be pleased to refer to the Resolution pub
ettlement policy  and state when

Gazette, dated the 25th August 1043, regarding land s ;
they propose to give effect to the scheme mentioned - in that Resolution ?
4. (a) Are Government aware that lakhs of Bighas of Jand are lying waste in
different districts of Assam Valley ? ,
(6) Are Government aware that ext
people of the Province due to abnormal rise in prices of foodstuffs ?
(c) Are Government aware that there are lakhs of landless people who are
ready to take up cultivation of food crops provided land is made available to

them ? :
Do Government Propose to fake immediate steps to settle land with the
landless immigrants in order to encourage the <‘Grow More Food Campaign’ ?

ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied:

the Press Note but only an extract from a
and “will be provided”, not “has been pro-

with lands ?
Bengali immigrants have

reme hardship s caused to the Ilandless

The Hon’

ment have not secn

2. (a)—Govern
it, which says that 1

newspaper reporting
vided”.
(5)—No. Bk
¢)—The information 1s
3.__Fifect is already being
4, (a)—Yes:
(b)—~Yes. ., ., _ :
{c)—Althoﬁgh no census of landless people
consider that this number is -airly large.
(d)i‘-‘GOVérnment are already taking steps.

Cominercial Carr&iﬁg CGompany “

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked:
that passengers to. and from Shillong have to under=

not available and would take too long to collect,
given to the scheme.

has ever been made, Government

5. (g) Are Government awarc ‘
go much inconvenience and hardships for procuring tickets for scats in the bus service
of the Commercial Carrying Company?

essary steps to remove these difficul-

__(b) Do Government propose to take nec

ties? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

5. i-‘(a)——que_rnment are aware that from time to time large demands-of an-urgent

?atur:}i‘rem ce:_*ta;r‘x‘ quarters on the Company have resulted in restricting the: bookings

191; lm' linary trave lers, but I')cheve that every effort has been made to give the public as

ittle (;)nc%gggﬁ%ggﬁﬁﬁ:sggﬁé dNOb'?-DmpIaints have in fact been received. ]
s . ready brought the allegation to the notice of the C 2

ny and will certainly do anything that is possible tO-lgCn’IOVé any legitimate gr?eva gcmexfa

¥

Agriculture Minister, Bengal, that

P .-—--J
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Shortage of ploughing c.ttle

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN  asked - X

6. (a) Are Government aware that as a result of the demand on cows by, the Mili-
tary for eating purpose there is a shortage of ploughing cattle in the Province?
r (B) If so, what steps Government propose to take to prevent ploughing. cattle:
and milch cows being taken by the Miiitary for eating purpose?

The Honble Mr. NABA KU MAR DUTTA replied :

6. (a)—Government are aware that there is an increased demand on the cattle ‘of
;he Province for work, milk and meat. They have no information that the demand
alls particularly on cattle used for ploughing.

. * (6)—Government have already taken steps to ensute that a check-is observed:-
2gainst the sale of working bullocks and all cows including those in milk.

S:aff for “‘Grow More Food Campaign®’
Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

7. Will Government be pleased to state the total number of Assistant Inspectors
and Demonstrators appointed in connection with the “Grow More F ood Campaign”?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replied :

1.—Four Assistant Agricultural Inspectors have so far been appointed—one in each
‘of 3 Deputy Director of Agricultures’ circles and one in ngal-- There is no -post. as .
“Demonstrator’ under the “Grow More Food.Campaign ~ but 145 Kamdars. equal
to the status of Demonstra‘ors have been appointed—50 in Upp*;r Assam Valley,’ 50

In Lower Assamn Valley and 45 in Surma Valley.

Seizure of paddy and its distribution

8. Will Government be pleased to state—

a) How many maunds of add re seized by Government ¢ b
(a) Dhubri Ghat ? Lriprat/ it ot till new in

How many maunds out of this confiscated paddy hay :
(b) Government ? ; € been sold by
(¢) How many maunds out of this paddy have been distribyg ‘
() people 2. ed 1o the 1ocal

(d) Who were the agencies through whom the said paddy VoS et
: : i
9. (¢) Ave Government aware that owing to -considerable il S Stltlbuted P
Cases iy Ronnection with conf_isca_:tion and seizing of paddy at Dhﬁby-)ir iﬁ 'd'lsposing of
Put to much troub'e and hardships ? =% 0e people. are die
(1) Do Government propose to take steps,for the

. cases ? wpeedy. disposal of these
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

8. (a)—83,176 maunds 32 seers.
{6)—2,290 maunds 9} secrs.
{¢)—36,771 maunds.
 {d)—The distribution of the above paddy was made under the supervision of
the Extra Assistant Commissioner in-charge, Supplies, Petrol Rationing Officer in-
charge of Rice and Paddy Control and the Sub-Deputy Collector, Relief, South Bank.
9. (a)—Yes.
(b)—This Government have moved the Government of India to make the cases
summarily triable and their reply is awaited.

-

Fines in connection of removal of paddy from Assam Valley to Bengal

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN a ked:

amount of fines imnnased and

10. Will Government be pleased to state the total
removal of paddy [rom

collected upto date by Government in connection with tae

Assam to Bengal in the Assam Valley ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD. SAADULLA  replied:

Rs.

35,099

. 10.—Total amount of fines imposed
31,481

Total amount of fines collected

Supply of paddy to Governments of Bengal and India

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked:

11. Will Government be pleased to statc—
(a) The total quantity of paddy supplied by the Government of Assam to the
Government of Bengal and to the Central Government during the year

1943 ?
(8) Whether the Government of Assam before undertaking to supply paddy to

Bengal or the Central Government as the case may be considered the
existing stock of paddy in the Province sufficient for the needs of the

eople of the Province ? ]
(¢) Ifso, whether they brought this fact to the notice of those Governments ? v

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

11. (a)—Total quantity of paddy supplied by the Government of Assam to the
Government of Bengal from 15th September 1942 to 15th May 1943 was 1,11,091: 35
maunds and to the Central Government—Nil.

(b)—Yes.
{¢c)—Yes.
Average price of rice in different parts of the Province

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

! 12. (a) Wilt} Government be pleased to state the rate at which rice was sold in \
different parts of the Province during the months of April and May, 1943 ? |

~(b) Isit afact that the price of rice is gradually on the increase ?

(¢) 1f so, will Government be pleased t - sleps, 1 - :
i ta stop Qe ke T R o riI:c',c _?se o state what steps, il any, they have
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid  Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA  replied :

12. (a)—The average price of common rice per rupee sold in
the Province in April and May 1943 are shown below :— .

Districts and Marts S Apfﬂh SMa‘f h
r. 'ch. r. cun,
Cachar 2 14 2 2
Hoailakandi 3 8 2 12%
Sylhet i 2 9 2 3
Sunamganj 2 14 2 10
Habiganj 2 13 AT
Karimganj 3 0 2 5
Maulvibazar T 2 15% 2 4
.:I[{hasi and Jaintia Hills 2 10 3 Ig
owai I =D 2
Kohima NO ~ MARKET
Aijal 5 0 5 0
Dhubri D12 2 gl
Goalpara 3 0 2.6
Gauhati 2 10 112
Barpeta B s 2 13 2 0
Tezpur i ot o5 3 8 2 0
Mangaldai 4 0 2 4
Nowgong SR S e g 12 2 8
Jorhat o 8 3 0
Sibsagar NO REPORT
Golaghat S0 3 oA
Dibrugarh 3 51 2 L80!
North Lakhimpur 5 8 4 8
Sadiya 4 4 3 9
%?lipzira g 13 ;3 12
ura :
Imphal THERE WAS NO MARKET

(6)—The reply is in the aflirmative.

different markets of:

(¢)—The matter is receiving the closest consideration of Government.

Rent suits and certificate cases filed by Mechpara and
, of Wards® Etates

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked:
13. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The total number of rent suits and certificate cases f]
and Bijni Raj Court of Wards Estates during last on
(b) The total amount of remissions of rent sanctioned
during the last one year (figures to be shown separ
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
13. (a)—Total number of rent suits filed by the Bijni g

Bijni Raj Court

ed by the Mechpara

€ year ?
by these two Estates
ately for each Estate).

year. ” goab State Jast 764
Total number of certificate cases filed by the Biip:

vear. i ot 0t Estate last 1,388
Total number of rent suits filed by Mechpara |
Total number of certificate cases filed by M@chpaiatﬁ last year 377

year. state Jast 187
b)—Total remission sanctioned by Bijni Estate Iaqr « Rs.
(TZJl{I] remission sanctioned by Mechpara Eg St year 56,104

tate laSt year

23,781
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Cyclone havoc in Goalpara District in April 1943

“"Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :
14. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The amount of damage causcd by the cyclone that occurred on the 20th
.~ April 1943 in Goalpara District ?

() Whether they have got any information regarding the extemnt of damage

caused by this cyclone in Dhubri South Bank ?

(¢) What steps were taken by Government to grant relief to those who have

suffered from this cyclone in that area ?
i The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
¢ 14. (a)—Considerable damage to property particularty house property was caused
- by ithe cyclone’ in Dhubri covering a distance of 8 miles in length and 3 miles in
uibreadth.

(by—Tn the South Bank, the storm swept over the villages Ghagmari, Berka-
<+khali,-©halakura and other villages. A large numbcr of dwelling housces belenging to
_ the villagers were blown down. A large portion of the proposed Hamidabad College
" - building under construction was also reported to have been levelled to the ground.

(¢)—A sum of Rs.500 was granted as a measure of relief from the discretionary
; grants of the-Hon’ble Minister Finance and Hon’ble Minister Revenuc.

A Appointments made in the offices of the Deputy Commissioner, Goalpara and
Mechpara and Bijni Raj Wards’ Estates

“Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :
15. Will'Government be pleased to state— -
(a)U'The total number of appointments made in the office of the Deputy Com=
missioner, Goalpara and Mechpara and Bijni Raj Wards Estates during
- the-last one year ? :
(b)) How many of these appointments were made from Muslim  community
3 - and how many from others ? _
:The Hon’ble Maulvi MUNAWWAR ALI  replied :
15. (a)—Total number of appointments made last year was—

1. In the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Goalpara o5 AT

2. Bijni Raj Wards’ Estate |15

+3.*Mechpara ‘Wards® Esiate vosi
5 Muslim.  Others.

{((#y==1. In the office of the Deputy Commissioner, Goalpara 13 12

2. Bijni Raj Wards’ Estate s, " i 8

2 3. “Mechpara Wards™ Estate 1 2

.Grant of land in conneciion with the “Grow More Food Campaign”

“Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked:
216, Will Government be pleased to state— y
()" How much land has been given up till now to the landless people 11
connection with the ““Grow More Food Campaign® ?
“4(b) How 'much land in diﬁ‘?:renth disltricts.of' the Piovince has been given tO
‘ithe landless people during the last five years ?
(¢) Whether Government are aware that many of these landless people died
3 m-'-tfilo‘tourse of ‘the last two years' due to starvation and -owing (o lands
not having been made available to them ? . !
4 "'%J“GL?"Fhéther- Government proposc to make enquiries in the matter ?
.. (e) _L;t{:(?'thel_" Gpvernment have formulated any scheme of settling. lands with
‘thedandléss people in connection “with the ¢“Grow More Food Cam-
* al )5_‘ P

“ (f) Ifso, whethe : :
Sch’eme? r Government have taken any steps to give effect to that

(0217, - Are Government £71: y 2285 W
-.léﬁ&lﬁss people in-AAsam V:“ﬁ':;?? that ,the:g are at ‘present a})out,4 or 5 lakhs of

:

e —

SE— Y

=
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18. (a) "Are Government aware that the financial condition of the Raiyats at

present 1s worse than what it was when land revenue remission was granted
previously ?

. (8) If so, do Government propose to restore the remission of land revenue
now :
19.  Will Government be pleased to state-—
(@) The total amount of fees collected up till now in connection with the
“Development Scheme” from the landless people for submitting petitions
_for lands ? i
() Whether Government have provided the applicants with lands ?
“(¢) If not, do Government propose to take immediate steps to refund the
money realised [rom the app.icants as fees ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR  ALI replied ;

16. (a) & !b) —Information is not available nor ¢
as District Officers have no means of knowing wheth
land have any land clsewhere or not.

(¢)—No.

" (d)—No. :

(e) & (f)=In connection with the “Grow More Food Campaign?®
reserves have been thrown open to cultivation but it is impossible to say wh
have been settled only with Jandless people or with other applicants as well

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : The reply is “‘Information is not available nor
can it be procured from districts as District Officrs have no means of knowing whether
the persons who applied for land have any land elsewhere or not.” Is it. relevant
to the question, Sir ? : :

*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI:
not relevant.

Mailavi ABDUR RAHMAN: The question  put was - “How much ] qah
been given up till now to the landless people in connection with the “Gr v?n’ .has
Food Campaign® ? And “‘how niuch land in different districts of the p OW more
been given to the landless people during the last five years® Pt 1 .I'OV;ncc has
the negative—Information is not available nor can it be procured ff0!1?11yt]15 a most in
I must say that there must have been snme kind of records. Wy S ;itdi;ignflz)t]s.

: } sible

an it be procured from districts
cr the persons who 'applied for

several
hether they

It is impossible to see how it is

*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The reaso Sl
If the hon. member reads out the whole reply he will find out tnhehra;dsl-—)xien given, Sir,
M%ﬂawdABDER RAHbMAN: Will the Hon’bl(:. Minister‘kindiy -txplain it
- ? hat does he m2a- ‘elsewhere’ ? Is it withi it to
Ilr;rovin_cc - 2 by ‘elsewhere s it within the Province or outside the
*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI - Within the |

th: Province—it may mean both. It will be confined to lan-] %

Mce or outside

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Does not the o Peuple.

as to whether any figure will be available ? dueition ek’ ot information
*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: We have ga:

possiblc to m-ake this figure available at this stage. sa'd that it is not
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do not Government < 3 el

show how much land they possess ? Maintiin 5

: ‘ register to
*The Hon’ble Maulayi MUNAWWAR ALI: 1, e R

More Food Campaign® there is no separate register, Nection with the “Grow
*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Whethep there ; :

the application form that applicant should mention whe e 18 any such column  in

uiider him or not ? ‘ € has any land already
*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALIY: I'ds not think !
' ink,

*Specch not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister o the Memb - :
€I concerned.
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Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Isitnot a fact that Government do Maintain

a register to show how m.ch land they possess ?
Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Government maintai, g

*The Hoa'ble
register.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Whether any Government land has .,

settled ?
*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: That follows from the reply tha¢

Government land has been settled.
*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Are we to understand that thos
applied for Government land have got the land withoutna(r?; fonsidemlion cb:'ho
aid whether the man already possesses any land or not ? ing
#The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Will the hon. Member make

himself more explicit ?
*Mr. BAIDYANAT 1 MOOKER]JEE: My point is that—are we to understand

whether those persons who applied for land got the land without any consi :
being paid on the fact whether they already possessed any land or noty? That ?:a{tll?n
ther those who had previously had land have also got and those who had \;mct-

already held any land have also got it.
#*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Parcelling out of further lands de-

end upon whether the a plicant had any other land and if he had whether that yag

sufficient or not.
*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: In that case, Sir, what was the basig ?
If the answer 13 in th;:

Whether those who have not got any land gotit or not ?
affirmative in that case the question of the hon. Member is not properly answered
had no land and some of them had some land. Ip

Those who applied, some of them
that case the reply to the question is not quite to the point.
#The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Government do not maintain a regis

ter of the kind that is visualised in the question.

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: In that case h a
have got land can be casily ascertained. ¢ how many landless persons
aulavi MUNAWWAR ALI : It must depend on the consideration

*The Hon’ble M
ing out the land.

of the officers parcelling 1
BAIDYANATH MOOXER]JEE: So many landless persons got so much

*Mr.
area should be mentioned in the register
#*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Ifitis desired that a column should

be added, I will take stéps to do that.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Can Government deny that they did t
any land in connection with the “Grow More Food Campaign” il ?rm:incgntose;:g;

landless people.

$The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: They must have scttled lanid with
landless people. . :

The Hon’ble Mavlavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

17.—Government have no information. No ecensus has been taken of landless

people. A%
(a)—Government hold the contrary opinion.

18.
b)—Does not arises X
; 19. (a)—The information is nat available as applications were received in connec -
tion with the Development Scheme from many people who are not landless and further
mm:la tf‘he Deputy Commissionqrs were given POwWers to exempt applicants in cases of
?\:; 74:%%16 .paylng the prescribed fec.l The total number of applications received
(b) & (¢)—No. The object of the fees charged f icati
\ : _ ged for application to d
the c?ls:t of the Special Development Scheme Officer’s pay, t{)]}é ki)ay o?' 1}';?{2: staﬁ'eﬁl.ﬁz
travelling allowance, the printing of his report and the pay of officers subsequ::ntly ‘

appointed as Colonisation Officers. All these ex i
1 3 ] penses have been incurred and ;
ment do not see any reason to refund the fees paid. S

* A
. Speech not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister or the Member concerned
obagre0n00 TadoxaM ahdr 10 1A aid nolt M1 YU DATOIVION Jus SavaYG

Py ——
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Dhubri Ghat Ferry

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked:
20. (a) Are Government aware that the lessee of the Dhubri Ghat ferry, uses

country ?boats for carrying passengers from one bank of the Brahmaputra to the other
In rains ? :
(6) Do Government propose to ask the lessee to engage steamers for this
purpose ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

20. (a) & (b)—This became necessary owing, in the beginning, to inability to
obtain a properly surveyed steamer, and later, when such a stcamer had been obtained
llf;;gability to obtain coal. A steam vessel has been plying since 24th September

Grantssin-aid to Madrassas in the Barpeta Subdivision

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked : :
21. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The amount of grants-in-aid given this year to the following Madrassas in
the Barpeta Subdivision :— :
(i) Langla.
(i1) Halapagri.
and
(#i1) Dekhiajuli. :
(b) Whether they have received any representation regarding raising of grant-
in-aid to these institutions ?
(¢) If so, what steps have been taken to increase the said grants ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
21.—(a) (i) Rs.30 per mensem recurring with an addition of Rs.5 per mensem
recurring and Rs 50 non-recurring for this year. -
(77) Rs.30 per mensem recurring with no new grant.
(77) There is no Madrassa of this name in the Barpeta Subdivision.
(b)—Yes for Langla only.
(¢)—Does not arise in view of reply to (a) above.
Teachers of Primary Schools under the Dhubri Local Board

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked =
22, (a) Will GBvernment be pleased to state for how many months the pay of the
Primary School Teachers under the Dhubri Local Board has remained unpaid ?
(b) Is it a fact that as the pay of teachers of Primary Schools under the Dhubri
Local Board was not increased by the Board, the teaching staff do not work and
many of these schools are at present about to be closed ?
(¢) Do Government propose to take steps to increase the pay of these Pri-
mary School teachers and issue orders for the regular disbursement of their pay ? :
"21"51 % (PI)On’Ibl;3 Khan Bahadur SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied : T
. ta)—Intormation received in September last shows that pa .
—No.
¢)—Government are already bearing 60 per cent. of the ex i :
tion witl& payment of dearness allo“yance to thosc Boards’ Lower I;??n(:;ume e
the rate of Rs.3 per mensem which are coming up to bear the remaininTYLL €achers at
Iv ~aew  of - this the question of further increase does not arise, Ordeb . Per cent.
being issued for regular disbursement of their pay. IS are however

Pe: Supply of Kerosene to the dealers of Mayan M
Khan Sahib Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN ke 'g auza
23, Will Government be pleased to state—.— .
(a) From which of the Burma Oil Gompany Dt
‘owgong or of Gauhati, the dealers of the 10
¢ their supply of Kerosene before the civi] g

ed ?

PUmps, either of
ayang Mauza obtained
upply officers were appoint-
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() Whether any kerosene by tins or gallons was allowed to any
wholesale or retail dealer of that mauza within the months of April,
May and Junc 1943 ?

(¢) If so, whether Government propose to lay on the table a statement
showing the names of dealers and the quantity of kerosene issued
to each of them from the pumps of Nowgong or Gauhati in the
course of the said three months ?

{d) Whether it is a fact that before the appointment of supply officers, the

said Mayang Mauza people used to get their kerosene from the

operation centre of Gauhati ?

{¢) Whether it is a fact that the civil supply officers of Nowgong after
making some allotment of kerosene from Nowgong for Mayang on
18th May 1943 in favour of Shahed Al and others refused them any
more supply in their subsequent application dated 14th June 1943,

and referred them to the Gauhati operation centre to obtain,

kerosene for the inhabitants of Mayang Mauza ?
(f) Whether it is a fact that the civil supply officer of Gauhati also

‘refused them supply of kerosene ?
(g) If so, why ?
(h) From which of the district operation centres the people of Mayang
Mauza will now get their supply of kerosene ?
(1) Whether immigrant dealers will get any wholesale or retail supply agency ?
(j) Ifso, do Government propose to issue necessay instructions to the

" supply officers concerned ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
23. (a)—From Gaubati Burmah Oil Company Depét and also from local

Jdealers of Gauhati.
() & (c)—
‘ rding to the quota to- whi re e
E'((:)i; Apﬁl 1943. Thus two dealers namely ]_Bhn_msmg Sudanmal and Dr. Surendra
Nath Das have been given '\v‘l‘aole‘sale anti_l-remjl licenses for 58 tins of kerosene oil
monthly from Ex-Burmah Oil Company Depéit,‘Gaubati. Four other dealers namely
Abhoy Chandra Kalita, Rajat Chandra Das,’ Arjun Chand Das,
were given licenses for retail sale for 26 tins of Kerosene oil nthly to be
drawn from Gauhati dealers. These people ‘seII oil at Mayang Hats. Five more
dealers namely Armitlall  Anath Lall, Sherali Fakir, Rajbali Bepari, Ganada Lal
Saha and Mahadew Lall were given retail licenses for 26 tins oil monthly for sale
at Mayang i Mauza. Three men namely _Abdul_ Khair Md, Hussain Nagar,
Sabedali were given sub-dealers licenses for 18 tins of 011_ m91ul1ly, to be drawn [rom
Bhomsing Sadanmal. Thése three came with applications forwarded by Supply
Officer, Nowgong. There is some more oil left with Bhomsing Sadanmal and
Surendra Nath Das for distribution to sub-dealers. Deputy Commissioner, Nowgong,
has been informed by Deputy (ommissioner, Kamrup -and requested to issue sub-

dealers license. ;
5 (d) —The hon. member is referred.to the reply to-23 {a) aboeve.

Kerosene licenses were issued to those dealers of Mayang

(e)—Yes, as the area was found to be outside the jurisdiction of Nowgong

agents. ) 4 ;
- {f )—Nob. The applicants were given licenses for oil.

“ (g)—Does not arise. :
(h)———Persoxys tO:V\:thm licenses were issued from Gauhati will draw oil from

Gauhati- 3 @ =
(3)'__“01'1_010‘3 of \}fh01esa]ers and retailers is made in accordance with the Go-
vernment Directive and In accordance with the needs and convenience of different
areas. -..Cqmmunal mnﬁldemthns are not ordinarily taken into account.
< (J )—=No, as from replies to question 23 (¢) it will be seen that immigrants
have been gl:antcd licenses. .. :

hich they are entitled under the Government Directive

Satish Chandra

B
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_Export of foodgrains from the districts of Assam Valley 15

. - 24;; Will.Government be pleased to state—

. (@) Whether the export of foodgrains (i.e., rice or paddy) is allowed from the -
other districts of the Assam:Valley which have been omitted from notifi-
cation No.SD.177/43/81, dated the 18th August, 1943 and published in..

i the Assam Gazette Extraordinary, dated the 19th August 1943 ¢ :

(3) Whether any merchant or trader residing within the District of Garo

Hills is allowed to import rice from other Provinces outside Garo. Hills ?

The Hon’ble Mauldi Sasyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUELAYeplied :

24. (a)—Yes. [The notification referred to is about -export from Assam -Valley
t‘t; uSurma Valley and there is no bar en such export from Garo Hills to Surma
alley.] L , - [ 2k
' (6)—Other Provinces do not allow export of rice to Assam  including Garo
Hills but from other parts of Assam import to Garo Hills is permissible. g

-

Price of nails, etc.
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK asked :

25. (@) Are Government aware that the price of nails is Rs.6 per seer now as
against five annas the pre-war price ? 3
. (5) Will Government be pleased to state whether the contrel of prices of nails
is within the powers of the Provincial Government ? .

: (¢) What is the justification of the Government action to reduce the priee of
rice and paddy from 5 times to three times and at the same time not reducing the price
of nails, etc., which is more than 12 times what it used to be ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

- 25. (a)—Tbe rates vary and may be as mentioned by the hon. Member in some
parts of Assam. a0
(bj'_'NGO
(c)—Goyemment of India have announced their  intention to eontrel the
prices of non-agricultural commodities gradually, particularly those required by the

cultivator and for nails and other things such as agricultural implements, a quantity of
iron and steel at controlled rates may be released. o o3 e A

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Is it not a fact that this fixation i of price
of nails and irons is under the control of the Provincial Government ® . - . ... .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: * T' have' alveady
attempted to reply to this supplementary question in reply to uestion N0.25( %) Irm’; 1
and steel are controll_cd by the Government of India and not by us, - Ip the la's S ;
Conference in Delhi this matter was brought to the netice of the Go ood
of India and they have announced their intention 1o control ¢h Vernment :
noh-agricultural commedities gradually, particularly those required by the ¢l _p_r1c¢3‘-r0f-
for najls and other things such as agricultural implements, 3 quantity f‘(:u tivatér and.
at controlled rates may be released. Then probably th, o

: iron and " §teel
€ Price of pa
down.

A ils. will - ‘come -
 Mr. A. WHITTAKER: Wil the Hon’ble Mins o A
the Government of India have to control prices within tlmgltﬁin:tiﬁti Yo -
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The Hon’ble Maula¥i Saiyid Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No détails were
discussed at the Conférence. I fully believe that agricultural implements including
nails would be allotted to the¢ differént provincés t6 be sold to cultivators at

controlled rates. 800, y
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Does not thé Hon’ble Minister believe that this will ~ be

yét another pious hope and that it will bé quite ineffective as far as Assam is'concerned 2

“The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I think along the
same lines with my hon. Friend, but the matter is in the hands of the Central Govern-
ment. Whether it will be translated into aetiont or not is tior¢ than I can say. +a

Posts of Kazis and Muslim Marriage Registrars
" Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

26. (a) Isita fact that except in matters of salaries, the Kazis and Muslim
Marriage Registrars are virtually treated as Government servants, so far attendance of

office, maintenance of office records, etc., are concerned ?
() Do Government propose to make the Kazis and Muslim Marriage

Registrars as salaried officers ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

26. (a)—No.
(6)—No.

Eradication of Water Hyacinth
Khan Bahadur Haji ABDUL MAJID CHAUDHURY asked :

_97. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government have prepared any scheme to destroy water hyacinth

" from the paddy lands?
(¥, Whether any amount has
" this year? .
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied :

Local Bodies under the Assam

been allotted: for the removal of water hyacinth

27. (;)——No. Action in this behalf devolves on the
Water Hyacinth Act, 1926.
(

)—No.
Mr. . BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, do Government propose to prepare
a scheme and to allot some money in the next Budget to “eradicate this evil from this
vince ? " .
i The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : I have alrcady
stated in my reply, Sir, that the action in this behalf devolves on the Local Bod:_es
under the Assam Water Hyacinth Act. = Government also do hope that the public-will
also take up this'in right earnest because it is felt by Government that they will not
alone be able to eradicate this evil unless the cultivators themselves do their little bit
in this behalf. So, Sir, I don’t think that at this stage any scheme is necessary. _
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Are Government aware that due to the paucily
of funds under Local Boards, they will not be able to tzke up this work ? ... . . b
_The Hon’blé Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY :  Sir, the only™
thing that is necessary “is that the Chairman of the Local Boards can go to different
arts of the country and induce the people to come and take up the work ona volun-

gary way. .
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. Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, are we to understand that Govern-
Tent has no responsibility in this matter? .
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA® CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: I think, Sir,
both: the-public-and- Government have'the same responsibility. - A
Mr.:- BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE ; | May I know who is to take the initiative
—Wwhether the Government or the public ? - >
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: I have already
Teplied, Sir, that the Local Boards have been given power under the Water Hyacinth
Act to take initiative in this matter. :
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Have not Government got any duty to
see that the work is properly done ? ) :
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Certainly,
Sir, Government previously instructed once or twice all the Deputy Commissioners and
the Subdivisional Officers to fix up certain dates for clearing water hyacinth and I
think that was responded to by the people also. _ 287
Mr.” BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Has anything been done anywhere in the
Province during the current year ? " e
- The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: I cannot
think that nothing has been done this year. :
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What was done Jas¢ year, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: | have no
definite information, Sir. X
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon'ble Minister take it from

me that nothing has been done citlfc:: during the last year o during the current
year ? Will Government take some initiative so that some benefit may be conferred

upon the poor cultivators ?
The Hon'’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: | think, the

hon. Member’s information is quite wrong. I have myself seen in course of m

tour, that the cultivators were clearing water-hyacinth from thejr pPaddy fields. y
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Is that enough ? May y, k :

Govcrnl;ncnt themselves will take some initiative and help the peoplye t?:n ;-:‘Jic;}::tt};&:

evil ? ;

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: I have

already replied, Sir.
‘Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do not Government realis U

cleariné“:ha;:wwatcr-hyacinth from the paddy growing fields ? gt necessity of
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAYV, )

realise, Sir, and l:;hat isk wl};y l‘:ve are anxious to see bthat the pest is rcmg}:} is ezvrfy dat:

ossible. We also seck the help of the willing public and ather pers 5

in this matter. ' ! persons to take interes¢.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Cannot Government hy a p: ?

undertake this task ? . : VRpIece ToF legislation
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAY ;

already got the Water-Hyacinth Act by which power has been giveﬁR.tI(;YI" We have

to take up this work. - ocal Boards

Adjournment Motion on account of Malaria epidemic g A Baniyac]; : .
b it} L ) _ ; ong Village
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : * Mr. Speaker, Sir, Tpep 7.0, o0 b
Mmove thatat‘;,is Assembly do now adjourn for the purpose of dgg;z;;e of ctlhe House to
of urgent public importance, uz., to dlSFUSS the serioug malaria g .3 efinite matter
Tavaging and devastating Baniyachong village, Pidemic which is
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- roll is increasing day by day.

. press report what a serious calamit

: ¢ © ©The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD S
Ajbér® is’ making- a
.according te report of

[187r Nov.

scen by all the: Mémbers of  this - Hon’ble ‘House'‘in the
rt wh ity has takenplace in Baniyachong, which is’ probahly
the largest village in the world, ‘the population being about 40,000 ‘Sinice'the last few
months, Malaria has broken out in that village in' a‘very virulent form -and thé ‘death
If I amx permitted  to make a statement of. mmonthly

alarming but it will be a dreadful matter to- think of.
~ Now T am to convince the Hon’ble House that it is a definite matter of urgent
‘public importance. Sir, thatitisa definite matter of urgent public’ importance can
h roll according to my information is more than

Sir, it might have been

death roll, it will not only be

“be proved by the fact that the deat
g to be increased by hundreds. According to a

7,000 up to now and that it is goin
reliable réport: the death roll in the week ending 25th September is 999.

AADULLA: The hon. Mem-
“jnistake. The numbers are all of new cases and not of deaths
the Assistant Director -of Public Health. e

‘Maulavi ABDUR RAHMMAN : Sir, the death rate has increased from the last
.part of September. According to that report the number of deaths during ‘the week
.ending 25th September is 999, ond October 875, 9th October 1,126, 16th October 1,242

.and 23rd October 1,136.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member is to state briefly the facts
_and show how it is a matter of urgent public importance. ;
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: It is a matter of urgent nature and it is still
_in the process and therefore of recent occurrence. .
.. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That expression is not in the Adjournment
Motion. :
" vi ABDUR RAHMAN: I think, Sir, that for the purpose of this Motion

; - Maula
_ the figures I have supplied will be sufficient. _
; this Adjournment Motion because 1 find that the Govern.

- Sir, I want t@ move .
sment are absolutely callous-on the subject. !
MMAD SAADULLA: Sir, therc are

me of Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan

. .. _The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA
. two other Adjournment Motions—one in the na ) _
_and the other in the name of Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. Sir, would it not be better

.that these Motions be taken up together ? B
" The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think that the point which Maulana Abdul
Hamid Khan wants to m ths are all from starvation. He does .not
speak of “malaria. Mr. tarvation and malaria are responsi-

‘ble for the deaths. Very well, it wil Mookerjee also says W
House to m0ve

has to say. . _
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I beg leave of the 7 3 o
that this Assembly do now adjourn for discussing a definite matter of urgent. P4 lic
“jmportance and of recent OCCUrrence, namely, failure on the part pf; g‘ovcx:mn_cnt to. Fre_
vent the death of a very large number of people due to star\fatlon,‘;mal.ana_ ‘and ‘other
. diseases in Baniyachong in the district of Sylhet. g de ol el 54
Sir, my hon. Friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman has stated about ‘the havoc createq
.by malaria. Sir, according to-my information the number of deaths is- much ' higher
than the number quoted by my hon. Friend. Sir, very-recently I have got thé figureg
and from different sources. The figure is more than 9,000. The figure with the
—@éVernment may be less. 1 am presuming this becausc the Hon’ble Minister in -Eharg-,_.
of Medical Department has just now moved her head clearly-indicating that she 18 Dot
willing to'accept my figure.  Decath due to malaria may. be less but death du¢ to
_malaria, starvation and other diseases, viz., diarrhcea and -dysentery—all ag g!'cgatlng
. will be to the extent of nine thousand. Sir,. the matter is of recent occurrence Why
_ of recent occurrence it is still continuing and:I hope. that there is no doubr in the. ming

ake is that dea

Mookerjee says both s
1 be better if Mr.

hat he -

|
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of anybody present here that it is a matter of recent occurrence and also of great urgent
s public.importance because it is not that the evil is not there but the evil is still there
-and.it is evident from the figures quoted by my hon. Friend that deaths which are daily
Jincreasing. Sir,- Government may say,and we also know that a few centres have been
opened to give medicine so far malaria.is concerned but the pitiest part of this is that
the number of patients is so large and the centres are so few that it is practically im-
possible for those few doctors—after all they are human beings—to cope with the num-
ber of patients and the medicine supplied is only of one kind. In a few buckets there is
some &ind of mixture, supposed to be quinine mixture, and whoever comes, the mixture
‘is given with a cup in the phial, or bottles of the patients. The doctors have no time to -
‘enquire even what is the disease and in this way even those who are suffering from
‘diarrheea and dyseatery - are also getting quinine mixture. Those who arec suffer-
ing from malaria though they are getting quinine are not getting the proper
dose. When some of them who are getting the proper medicine and are escaping
from the hands of fever are not getting the proper diet—no barley is available,
the price of sagu is exorbitant—most of the hon. Members who are present here
will bear me out that they are not getting sugar or sugarcandy with their resources not
to speak of the poor villagers. Sir, it has been said in various reports which I shall place
before the House if I am permitted, and I will prove ~beyond doubt, that
the number of deathsin the solvent family is very little whereas the n:I b
of deaths in the poor i:amily is very great. Sir, it is commonsense that after
suffering from such a disease if they do not get proper diet naturally there is .the second
or third attack and after that due to starvation when they become absolutely weak
lean and thin - without any vitality, energy and strength left in them, th);y ok
death......... :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member is not to argue the case now: :

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Another point I shall : . .
augmenting the death is that there are very few able bopgied persons \.I\?if: té:: K:;!cht 1::
. poor people to get the dead bodies burried or cremated and in some cases the P d

35 the yard of the house and that is also causing a new kind of disease beca gravgyat;
.bad smell ?vluch is coming out of the grave inside the compound. Sir, th 5 od' e
is most pitiable and I hope the Hon’ble Minister will give us a s < conf ‘t:l‘?“
cussing this matter and I hope.that I shall get the leave of the Houszp(io lIQIJI.'a.tY - fi ls1«1
discussion on this subject which is so important from all points of view ve a fu
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
Sir, although there are defects in the wordings of both of these Adjou Nor
I would not take shelter on any technical defects but I thank thjcsc “mentMoug:s,
who have tabled these Motions for giving me a chance to speak on beh l?n-f Gc;n s
ment on the various remedial measures Government have taken Tg b: - vcmi
prefer Mr. Abdur Rahman’s wordings in spite of the fact tha ank,
refer to = one ingredient which an Adjournment Mgt taatiche did not
Both according to the religious scripture of my Friend—Bra ction must contain.
just spoken, and according to mine, nobody can extend the Ayu or | re_llglon-?-who has
and if one is destined to die, he will die according to the Spaff 2 lironglv:ty of a man
belief of his, my Friend now:wants to discuss, according to the wor(fi. In spite of that
- ment Motion, about the failure of Government to prevent the‘démh ng i the Adjourn-
.per: of people.: T do not think any Government, whether the Gey of a very large num-
¢the British Governmert or the World Government has any pow eirment of Assam, or
.of 4 man. I think-it -.will be better, Sir, if we take ¥p one p(;‘d;}r 1o Changc the destiny
if you fix a time we will place all facts about this matter, T ournment Motion

: Mr, Speaker,

Press and the public ; Government and- the Publi his subject is agitating the
agitatcd as remedial measures failed to alleviate Wﬂ‘m'icng}ti;ihh Departnm:fl are galso
expected. ure the disease as early a8

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER s I think beth the Y : o
Rahman and Mr. Mookerjee are in order and when h otions of Maulavi Abdur
between . these  two  Motions, I think, any . of c:ﬁ iS not much differenc®
The Motion ta ding in the name of Mr. Mookerjee is béttémorm‘! anbs g;::senan :LI:

|
l
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680 ALLOTMENT OF DAYS F
: BUSINESS.

v

neces'séi'y points to be discussed and I decide that Mr. Mookerfee’s Motion be taken

and to-discuss this I fix 3 p, M. of to-day. The other Motior - standing in the name
of Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan relates to cases of deaths in two other-districts and is of

urgent public importance and of recent occurrence and in view of its urgency I would
allow discussion of his Motion day after to-morrow. But he will  have to table a

fresh Motion eliminating the case of Baniyachong: :
Condolence on the Death of Duke of Kent y

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have to inform the hon. Membérs that in. response
to the expression of condolence by this House on the death of Duke of Kent, the High
Commissioner has sent a message -from the members of the. Royal family expressing

thanks for the condolence message sent by this House.

Governor's message rc-allotment of days for presentation of the supplemaen-
tary statement of expenditure, voting on demands for grants, etc.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now I will read the message from His Excallenc.y

the Governor with regard to the allotment of days of business relating to the Budget—

«For the purposes of section 81 read with sections 78, 73 and 80 of the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935, and in pursnance of rules 18(1), 18(2) (a) and 19 of the
Assam Legislative Assembly Governor’s Rules, I, Andrew Gourlay Claow, hereby
appoint the following days, for the presentation to the Legislative Assembly, of the
Supplementary Statement of Expenditure for the year 1943-44 and. for the subsequent
ata'gcs thereof in the Legislative Assembly during its November Session, . 1943,
namely :— : :

gth November—Presentation of the Supplementary Statement of’

Thursday, the 1 Expenditure. -pp & ‘

25th November—Voting on Demands for Supplementary Grants.

Thur;daYs 31‘: 29th November—Placing of the authenticated SCthuI:;y of authe-

Mon o/ : rised expenditure in relation to the Supplemens=

tary Demands for Grants for 1943-44.

This ordcr's,hail be subject te my revision, if necessary, from time to time,
A G. CLOW,

SHILLONG @
Governor. "

The 12th November 1943. .
n Demands for Supplementary Grants to be taken up on

Voting o
d fo inform the hon. Members that I have precpared a time-

lppr LA COMR S0t : : a
for the discussion of different Demands. Leaders of various parties

With regar
table and to inform me before 2 p.uM. to-day if there be any objection

the 25th N_ovexp
table allotting t.xrncc-
e tlmf' time I have made.

to the allotme.nt O' '
. Allotment'of days for Private Members’ business

SPEAKER : In pursuance of rule 17 of the Assam Legislative
e Hon,l:ic tIhehex'-:b'y allot, in consultati on with the Hon’ble Prime Minister,
Assembly Rules for Private Members® business during the present session of the

the following 'd:ysAsscmbIY — . kel
1. Private Members’ Bill.

Assam ,Leg‘slf}:;vmth and 26th November :
Fnd%’ay the 20th and 27th November f 2, ‘Private Members’ Resolutions.
Satu day > the 23rd November—Private Members’ Motions and Resolutions.
Tqaaw Members® Bills, resolutions; ete., will also be taken up on Tuesday, the

. Triv e after dlspos_al of Govcmment businesg, if al‘l}", on that date.
30th Nov shall be sp_l;_;ect-to my revision, if necessary, from time to time,

This.order
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Statement re the Course of Government basiness

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, with your permission’ I desire to ‘make a statement about the course
of Governmient business during this Session. _ : el Y

The Government business which isto be taken up to-day is already shown
in the day’s agenda, a copy of which has already been placed on each Member’s
table. I need not detail it again. s :

. On the 22nd, we propose to move the Motion for consideration of the Report
of the Public Accounts Committee on the Appropriation Accounts” for 1941-42 and
then to move for its approval. . b y K -
5 -.On the same day, we also propose to take up the following Government -
‘business :— ; v : i it s 1

1. Motion regarding increase of the salary of the Lecturers of the Earle' Law
College from Rs.150 to Rs.200 per month from the 1st Decémber 1943, ° e

2. Motion for incurring expenditure on 'the cquipment and remuneration of
village defence parties engaged for protection of communications, etc.

%. Discussion on the point or points referred for reconsideration and thing on
amendments recommended by His Excellency the Goverhor on the “Assam  Maternity
Benefit Bill, .1?14(;5 e y st s : St

4. On the 25th November, we ‘propose to miove for. taking int jon
of the amendments made by the Assam Legislative Council %n tl?c CX?::,?%L%“{
Conciliation - (Amendment) Bifl, 1942, and if this is accepted by the "House, we
propose to take up on the 29th, coms@era_tlon of" {further -amendments, if any u; the -
amendments made by the Al:;ram Lelglslatlvc Council on this Bill, 3

5. On the 29th November we also propose to-consider the Assa ib '
Bill, 1941, clause by clause, iﬂd to move ;1;3!: it be pa:;lseél 5 h“ ‘ !ll R_Fvenue__Trlxb.unal

6. We also propose to take up any unforeseen and unfinished G ernme: :

'on the 30th November. - i s , overnment business
Committee on petitions rélatinig to Bills

~

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Under rule 112 (1) of Assembly Rules, T )
llowing Members to constitute a Committee on  Petit] = Sha homute
:}: ci;?rrcnt gcssion of the Assembly — o stitions relating “to Bills' for
1. Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri,
2. Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury,
3. Mr. N. Dawson, , ;
4. Mr. C. Goldsmitﬁl. : i . 1
Under the rules, the Deputy Speaker will be -
it d ' PUly..SP e _th". f]?lax(man of the Com- -
House Committee . !

The Hon’ble the SPEARERY Under the rule 126 of the
nominate the following Members to constitute a2 House Committ
Session of the Assembly— ‘ : 5 ‘
Raja Ajit Narayan Deb of Sidli, R
Maulavi Abdur Rahman, . B a3
Dr. C. G. Terrell, gk
Mr. . Benjamin Ch. Momin,

Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia,
Babu Sanat Kumar Ahir.

Ll S

Message regi_l.rding assent o certain Bilis

- . Information has been received ‘from the Secretary 1o Hi & o ,
of Assam that, under the provisions of section 75 rgf the %i’:ﬁ}knc? t?eI Gd?:eznlc;r
1935, His Excellency the Govcrnog has assented to the fonowingc%ﬂ]:' whl,?ch wcré
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SITUATION OF THE PROVINCE FOR 1942-43. :

zm aneTamie T Mgt cenn el Y e e =
passed by both Chambers of the Assam Legislature :—
:Af) The Assam {Temporarily-Settled Districts) Ténancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940.
... {i5) The Assam Forest (Amendment BAIDCIOR0 e vionaney gapois, ofor il el
(ii7) The Assam Land and Revenue egulation (Amendment) Bill, 1941, '
... {iv) The Shillong, (Attachment of Salarics) Bill 1943. . -
(z) The Assam Finance Bill, 1943, '
" (9) The Assam Court of ‘Wards (Amendment) Bill, 1941. : _
vis) The Assam Court of Wards {Delegation of Powers) Bill, 1943. 3
. viif) The Assam.. Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) . (Amendment)
ill, 1943." ° T ' ' : ‘ T e !
(ix). The Shillong (Executian of Decrees) Bill, 1943, -, . e
g thc,o
Frig i

b ]

2. ‘Intimation has also been received from the Secretary to His Excellend
Governor. of Assam that His Excellency .the Goyernor General has calso assented’ under
the provisions of Section 76 of, the Constitution Act, .to the following Bill s Which were,
passed by both Chambers. of.the Assam Legislature:— -~ .. S g

" (¢) The Goalpara Tenancy. (Amendment) Bill, 1939. -..
(if) The Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939. -
(ii§) The Assam Money Lender’s, (Amendment) Bill, 1937. .

Presentation of Notifications under sectiom 296 of the Assam Munici
' S TiActy 1923.° . :

The ‘Howble Srijut - HIRENDRA GHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to present. the following notifications* under section 296 of the.
Assam Municipal Act, 1923—" : 25 0, o

0] NotificationNo:E:M.L. 2974275, dated the 1¥th March 1943.- : -
(i7) Notification No.L,.M.L.25 /42735, dated the 7th April 1913. S
. (i) Notification No:liM:L.51/42/11, dated the 10th April 1943.
(i) Notification No.L.M.L.217/42/24, dated the 27th May 1943."
(?) Notification Nq,,L.M.L_1_37[42/ 16, dated the 24th June 1943.
(vi) Notification ‘No'L.M.E218/42/15; dated thé 6th July 1943.
(vii) Notificatjon No.L.M.L.293/42/15, dated the 6th July 1943.

Presentation_of ,'l_:he,-RCﬁOf?tj f the Pﬂﬁli;g Accounts Committéé on the
o Appropriation "Accounts for the year 1941-42 Tt '

The Hon'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: M. Speaker, Sir, I beg
to present the Report of “the 'Public ‘Accounts Committée on the Appropriation
Accounts for 1941-42. P jonr ol
Prescatation of the ‘Supplemcatary Statement of cxpenditure for the year,

PV 1 B i

The Hon'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1
94bcg"'nls’6- to ‘presentf a‘«Supplementary Statement.. of /'Expenditure ' for the year
304344200 . . 3L Liting WA B Glha. saiiid e bl il 5 ch ket
_The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : With regard to the Supplementary Statement I am.
to inform the hon. Members that the last .date for taBling . cut’ Motions: will be
20th November on account of the fact that the 2lst Novembér:is Sunday. - :
Presentation of a mote om the present Financial: situation of - thé Province
LT O cwie e A ey e e iy

The Howble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: " Mr. -Speaker, « Si
. : - 'Mr. --Speaker, * Sir,
1 beg to present a note **on the present ﬁna:lumall situation of the pr‘;f,incé wilth

5 G T, R G

Bl B K sty
: cra WA 30A

ace to actuals for 1942-33, ° O S 2 %
..-_ g "_-? ofie. .SGCAbF;Cndi’iA.’ y ).‘j‘ "J.':_P e Fr - o -:‘-:,
= e i * * {See Appendix B, Glapiacites, Y & it : i 58T
A . . ®%Se Appendix G,  iesr - ! - R e ? ¥yt ;‘,E‘,‘




1943 THE ASSAM MATERNITY BENEFIT BILL, 1940 683
Governor’s Message r¢ the Assam Maternity Benefit Bill, 1940
75 of the Government of India Act, 1935 :

The Hor’ble the SPEAKER: I am to present the message of His Excel-
lency under section 75 of the Government of India Act, 1935, in connection with
the Assam Maternity Benefit Bill, 1940. It is as follows :— 4 By

*“The Assam Maternity Benelit Bill, 1940, has been passed by both Chambers of
the Legislature and presented to me in accordance with section 75 of the - Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935. For the reasons given below, T feel obliged to return
it to the Legislature with a message under the proviso to that section, with the
request that the Legilature consider the desirability of amending the Bill''in the
manner reconmimended below. The amendments are all designed to' carry out what
I believe to be the intention of the Legislature in passing the Bill. 3 b

2. The preamble to the Bill indicates that its provisions are intended to apply
to factories, plantations and any other establishments which the Provincial Govern-
ment may notify in this behalf, But there is no specific  provision in ‘the Bill it-
self applying it to factories or conferring power on the Government of Assam to
extend it by notification, and a mere recital of the purposes of the Bill in its pream-
ble is inadequate for this purpose. It is necessary, in order to make the Bill effective,
to add a provision governing its apphcat_lo‘n and such a Provision is included in
recommendation (1) bel.w. Mines and oilfields have been excluded because they
are subject to Legislation by the Central Legislature, which hag passed the Mines
Maternity Benefit Act, 1941. y

3. As ““factory” is not asell-evident term and requires
Is provided in recommendation (2). !

4. Although it is contemplated by the Bill that the benefits provided in clause
4 should be payable by the employer, the Bill nowhere lays this obligation expressly
on him. Recommendation (3) it designed to remedy this omission,

5. I therefore make the following recommendations -—

(1) That after sub-clause (3) of clause 1,
namely :— ; ;
{(4) Tt'shall apply to f'aptorms and plantah_ong, and to such other
not being mines or oilfields, as the Provincial Government
Gazette notify in this behalf. :

(2) That sub-elauses” (5, (d), (a), (c);.(d), " (F); (o), (63 005 o (g) of clause’ 2
be renumbered as sub-clauses (a), (1), (c), (e), (S), (2), (h), (1), (/) and (k) respect-
ively and that after sub-clause (c) as so renumbered  the following sub-clause be
R nIa:mCIY o s a fact defined in cl b ‘

<¢(J) ‘Factory’ means actory as defined in clause () of i : :
torics Sﬁc)zt, 1934-”)f 5 (1) Fretelig ofithe Fac-

(3) That to clause 4 the followin

€¢(5) The employer of any wom
shall be liable to pay 51]1ch benefie®,

6. In pursuance, thercfore, rovis : )
Government of India_Act, 1935, 1, Andrew Gourlay Clow, E‘rover?](:? ;gilon‘ 75 of the
that the Assam chl_slature consider the desivability of intl‘Oducinn tlssam,reggest
recommended above in the Assam Maternity Benefit Bill, 194, S 1€ provisiong

7. T hereby appoint th.c Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaug i '
charge of the Assam Maternity Benefit Bill, 1940, for the Purpose ot: tl hu ri to be in

These amendments recommended by His Excellency the Gover, 115 mesgg b
up on the 22nd November, g . . HOT Would be taken
Message from the Assam Legxslangail(i};olugrr{:)ﬂ e the Assam M

SECRETARY to the ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASS ;
message has been received from the Secretary, Assam Legisiati, G Ir, the following

«] am directed to inform you that'm accordance with tf Ouncil, :
Execellency the Governor pnd(?r the Proviso 1o section 75 of the (1}'3 Message by His
Act, 1935, the Assam Legislative Council hz}s, at its meetipe }lelgvernmentoffradla
of ' July 1943, reconmdprcd the Assam Maternity Benefit Bjp th/L() 'u:)cl; I:he'nzmion?if
ered it desirable to introduce the amendments recommended by I“Iis ig,qg;}eﬁcy, has.
accepted the amendments on that date. The Bil] ag amended thereby was pass-.
ed by the House”.

» under section

definition, 2 definition

the following sub-clause he added,

.cstablishments,
may in the Official

g sub-clause be acded, namely ;.
an entitled to maternity bene(jt under thig At
' -]

of the provisions of the

aternity Benefit
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m Legislative Council r¢ the Assam Debt Concilia-

Message from the Assa
tion (Amendment) Bill, 1942
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY :—

SECRETARY to the ASSAM
as been sent by the Sccretary, Assam Legislative i

Sir, the following Message h
Council :—
ule 106 of the Assam Legislative Council Rules, I

“In pursuance of r ( am direct- |
ed to inform you that the Bill to amend the Assam Debt Conciliation Act, 1930, |

which was passcd by the Assam Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the
3, was passed by the Assam Legislative Council at its meeting  held

27th March 194 ] ¢ |
1943 with the following amendments, namely :— 1
{

on the 2nd July : ;
9 the following was substituted :—

For clause )
«9. In section 2 of the principal Act—
(i) For clause (c) the following shall be substituted, namely *—

¢ ««Creditor’”’ means a person to whom a debt is owing and includes his heirs, |
administrators and _assigns, and it also includes a Co-operative Society \
der the Co-operative Socicties Act  (IT of 1912).° ,
) the following shall be substituted, namely :—

d who earns his livelihood mainly ‘
dministrators and assigns’.”
concurrence of the Assam Legis-

executors,

registered un

(ii) For clause (¢

¢ ¢¢Debtor’’ means a person who owes a debt an

by agriculture, and includes his heirs, executors, a
slative Council requests the

9. The Assam Legi

lative Assembly to the amendments’.
: h 135 of the Assam Legislative Assembly Rules,

i er rule
the Bsi;]r’a;mgmcndcd by the Assam Legislative Council.

The Bill was already circulated to the hon. Members.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKEK: These amendments made by the Assam Legislative ]
Council will come up fo‘: discussion on ‘thc. 25th N_ovcmbcr_ So the Motion for
taking the amendments 1nto consideration is to be given to-day.

Amendment of the Assam Legislative Assembly Rules

Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY:

I lay on the table
|

Hon’b]c_Khaq Sahi.b .
Sir ;{I}QCHOH’HC Premier will move the Motion for leave to amend the Rules of the
3 ame appears in the agenda.

although my name af ;
Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Spcaker,

Assembly,
he agenda because the Cabinet had asked me to move this

The Hon’ble ;
Sir, this is 2 mistake int

the House.
matt;:\}' Olsz})l‘%cg leave of the House to move to amend the Assam Legislative Assembly

Rules.
Copy ©

have proposed, has been circulated to each hon.
he general idea of all the amendments is to
¢ when at war w1t}1 any foreign State the Assembly
tl}:e c}ﬂ‘catﬂ:iai‘scuss any matter, the nature of which is ca]qulated to disclose infor-
should no .t the enemy. Thisis a principle which has been agrecd to by

X . assl
I?latloﬁ 1lk:I);'ntothe November session, 1942. If hon. Members will refresh their
e (e Whittaker, the leader of the Euro-

ev will find that my hon. Ft:iend Mr. 1 ] :
memory, they d to move a Motion authorising Yyou, Sir, to expungé cc?tam
t of the

amendments that I
A ;11 be found that t

it wi
Member and ! His Majesty is

wante
Pgiilior(ifi‘f{zi)ceches which according to him and probably according to mos
B he House, were likely to give information to the enemy which they
of Assam, nay, whole of India. The

Members of t _
could use against the safety of the province :
House after slight modification accepted the Motion of Mr. Whittaker, According
to that Motion, which T better place before the House, an impossible burden was ;
placcd upon you, Sir, and you hagl j:o judge whether any St?temcnts either of facts
or figures were 11 the nature of giving any information which might be of use to

The Motion which was adopted by the House runs to the following

the enemy.
effect :— roves of :
«The House aPP his H expunging by the Hon’blec Speaker from the records
dings of this House during the November Session of any information

of the proce€c 5 X
dbdut t};lc civil defence and communications in Assam which might be of us€ to the

e T . %
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Since then it has been brought to my notice that a very simple statement of a
figure which I stated in the Upper House—a figure about the food Posit.ion of ic
Province—was taken exception to by the Central Press Adv}scr as giving information
to the enemy and it had to be expunged from the proceedings of the Council. So
instead of having to expunge speeches or statements which might be of use to the
enemy, it would be better, Sir, if we do not discuss such matters as may be utilised
by the enemy against the safety of the province of Assam. I therefore beg leave of
the House to move the following amendments to the different Rules of our Assembly
to carry out this principle which has already found favour with a large section of
the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Premier need not read the amend-
ments., Under the rules I will read the draft amendments.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The relevant
rules as to procedure are Rules 104 to 108 at page 34 of the Assam Legislative
Assembly Manual. I think, Sir, thatl can claim the indulgence not only of you
but also of my hon. Friends, if they give me leave and the matter is referred to a
Select Committee, under Rule 106, to be so good as to sit during this session so
that we can adopt the rules during this session before 30th November.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Premier has asked for leave of the
Assembly to amend the Rules of the Assembly and the question is whether the leave is to
be granted by the House. As I see the Rules, I find that if leave be granted the pro-
posed draft Rules are to be automatically referred to a Select Committee the personnel
of which is to be as prescribed by Rule 106. No Motion for reference to a Select Com-
mittee would be necessary. So if any debateis to be held on the question it is
to be held now.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to oppose the
Motion for leave. Really I am at one with the Hon’ble Premier and 1 hope all the hon.
Members present here are at one with the Hon’ble Premier that our ensmies should not
get any such information from our discussion that may help -them in any way. Sir, we
are all responsible men and it should be our duty to see that from our discussions our
enemies do not get any sort of information which may cause harm to us or benefit
them. But, Sir, the way in which the Hon’ble Premier is going to have that done does
not seem to be proper. So far as I know, even in Parliament, the Hon’ble Speaker is in
charge of all these .things ; he is the custodian of ghc rights and privileges of the House.
I hope my hon. Friends of the Eug‘opeau Group will enlighten us on this subject and
particularly I appcal to. Mr. Whittaker, the Leader of the European Group, whose
name has been mentioned by the Hon’ble Leader of the Houge rcgardin his
Motion during ﬂlﬁllaﬁt }i\T Ovembtc‘.;" Scssi}?n. 1I believe, according to the customs prcgalcnt
in his country he sha ave to admit that all the matters referred i
must rest ix:y your hand. to in the amendments

Sir, so far as our own country is concerned, I may be wron , but st
say that nowhere any such amendments have been made by \jg\rhicht Sttlllg i Mo e
has been Gtakcn away bc}>]t_hhfrorg the Hon’ble Spt‘.élker and the hon.

tral Government which is directly dealing and connected with
g;::c anything like this_as yet. Sir, tyhc object may be achieved in‘flil; ‘I}I;att‘crs. has not
achieved now. You will find, Sir, that in case of any dispute Hig Echl}l{ 1t 15 being
the final authority to _]u-dgg and his decision §h§11 be ﬁpal._ Sir, as it B cgmy will be
here I interpret that His Excellency will do it in his individya)] el a8 been worded

with the Hon’ble Ministers. Sir, this shows that we h gment, that isin
in ourselves ; we have no confidence in the Hon’ble Speaker. 74 is :WTI no confidence
the Leader of the House, the First Man of the province, shoulq prones.’. 2, Pity that
the rights of the representatives of the people in suph a way, Sip pﬁsc to take away
anyth}ng to show that the arrangements 1}1ade during the fast Noire eb as ﬂot_mcntloned
ing to the desire of the Leader of the European Grou mber Session accord-

ha .
taking any credit to myself I say that even to-day at B 189€ proved a failure, Withott

T S g e i Sy e et

ntire power
Members. The

consultation
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readily accepted it and thanked me for that. Sir, if we all take suflicient care, as we

have been taking for the last two sessions, there is no necessity for these amendments.
Over and above that, Sir, you are there.

Sir, if there be any such hard-and-fast rules, practically we will have very little to
discuss in this House ; we must have the opportunity of discussing, but what should be
published or not or what questions should be put or not are at present left for decision

‘to you. We always find as a proof of that, that for some rcason or other certain ques-

tions, etc. are disallowed. Sir, if the discretion is left to you to decide which questions
should be allowed to be put or which reply should be there and which subjects should
be discussed, there cannot be any trouble.  Sir, we have no power to discuss anything
outside this House, and if we are gagged even inside the House then what is the good of
our coming herc ? It will be worse than the 93 Administration, of course, with one
bright side that we the Members will get our salaries, the Hon’ble Ministers will get
their salaries, though the administration will be run as it was run during the 93
Administration. What is the good ol coming herc ? Ifthe FHon’ble Premier thinks
that there are undesirable persons in this House who cannot be ielied upon, let there be
no Session at all and there will be no discussion. But if we are allowed to come here
we must be allowed, of course, within our limits as the exigencies of the situation
demand, to discuss things as representatives of the people, and ventilate the orievances
of the public. Sir, if we ourselves put this restriction on us, it will be a criminal
offence on our part. Without any evident sound reason we cannot be a party to it.

Sir, I appeal to you, as you are the custodian of the rights and privileges of this
House. I, of course, realise your awkward position, as the power which already lies with
you is going to be taken away. DBut, Sir,_ I hope that better sense will prevail, and  the
d effect of which the Hon’ble Premier spoke, would be achieved not in the way

desire v ¢ .
suggested by taking away the power of this House, but by giving full authority to you,
Sir, to allow or disallow any mattcr according to your discretion

With these few words, I oppose the Motion for leave being granted to amend the

Rules. g " i 4 3
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, having been invited by my hon. Friend,

Mr. Mookerjee, to take part in this dis.cussiou I should like at the outset to agree with
him in one respect. I think the necessity for proposing that the House shall consider
these amendments is undoubtedly a well deserved l:CI]{:leUII on every single Member of
this Assembly. In the past wc_havc been careless in our references to subjects whic
could and have given information to the enemy. It is within the knowledge of every
Member of this House as the posters in railway carriages and public buildings show,
that careless talk costs lives. And we in this Assembly have been guilty in the past of
carcless talk. I takc the view, Sir, that the safety of the 'S‘tate is far a greater concern
than individual rights of the Members of this P'ssscmbly. Ihough I accept these amend-
ments as a reflection on the Housc I do not think that that neccessarily disposes of the
case, as Mr. Mookerjee would wish. ] ] ]

The Hon’ble Premier has state_d that the machinery devised in the November
Session, 1942, has placed an impossible burden on vou.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Do these amendments take away the burden

from the Chair ?

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : I am not aware, Sir, just how impossible that burden
is.  But Mr. Mookerjee’s point of view is bringing you and us into the realm of con-
troversy. Under Rule 106 you yourself are the Chairman of this Select Committee, and
1 think, the Select Committee is the proper place in which this matter should be
thrashed out. Whether the burden placed on you is an impossible one is a matter of
fact and a question which all the Members of the Select Committee are entitled to
hear about. 1 suggest that the Motion be accepted and the matter be fully argued
in the Select Gommittec. T agree with Mr. Mookerjee that it is irksome that the right
of speech iho}lld bfillCUrFtall(Ed. This very point arose in the Legislative Council and if

M. Mf"o erJ(:f ;ﬁl ; rﬁ cr to the debate on that subject he will find that the Legislative
Counc agreed that these amendments should be accepted in the Council Rules for a



1943] AMENDMENT OF THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 687
RULES.

stipulated period only. If at the end of that period Members found that they have
been unduly gagged the matter should be raised again. Therefore, Sir, I can see
nothing objectionable in the Hon’ble Premier bringing forward this Motion and support
it. I hope the House will elect representatives to the Select Committee to go fully into
the merits of the proposal.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I am surprised at the opposition from the quarter from which it has come, namely
from Mr. Mookerjee, who has been very loyal, who has a stake in the country and who
is the most vigilant Member in this House—if I may pass that compliment on him.
To-day I placed before the House certain information, which he thought would be of
assistance to the enemy, and he requested me to withdraw that statement, and I
accepted his suggestion. He has thus proved to be a public benefactor. (Voice—Public
benefactor ?)  Yes, he has proved to be so.

As I mentioned, Sir, the main burden of all these amendments s that we should
not discuss either in the shape of Question, Motion or Resolution any subject matter
which is calculated to disclose information likely to assist the ¢nemy. My hon. Friend
falls foul of my Motion because he finds that thereby I am casting a reflection of no-
confidence on the Hon’ble Speaker.  Again, Mr. Whittaker finds that this ijs a reflection
on the Members of the House. It was far from my mind. ] placed certain figures
before the Clouncil with the best imcntipn and with the innocent belief that it could not
be of assistance to the enemy. But a high personage of the Central Government took
exception to it in that House. In this House, again, Mr. Mookerjee fell foul of certain
statement of mine this morning. As a spokesman of the Government find that inten-
tionally or unintentionally I and some oth.cr Members n_mkc statements which may b=
damaging to the best interests of the Province. So, I think the best way will be to have
these amendments to the Rules. I do not think these amendments will be kept
permanently on our Rules, but that was the best way to prevent discussions of such
subjects. Now, Sir, my hon. Friend Mr. Mookerjee seems to think that by amending
these Rules I am taking out certain rights and privileges which you enjoy. Our Rules
give you certain rights as the custodian of the privileges and rights of the Members of
the House. I am not going to encroach upon them. If my hon. Friend consulted the
Rules, he would have found that I have not taken away one little Jot of that power

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment No.6. &

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILLA .
ing the point, in order to convince Mr. Mookerjee that I am not taking o
from the Chair. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment to Rule 121.

The Hon’bie Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL :
my contention as regards the otﬁcrs, I am prepared to meet the last oﬁe. If you accept

As regards Rule 30 which my amendment No.2 wants to expand—it is th
ject matter of questions. It is stated there that if any doubt ariseg whether S the sub-
tion 1s or is not within the restrictions imposed by sub-rule (1) the Go any ques-
decide the point and his decision will be final. Similarly, is the case wit;;el‘nor shall
amendments. I come to the last one which, Sir, you pointed ont. Rule 19 the other
Secretary shall cause a fyl] report of the proceedings of the Assembl 21 says: the
meetings to be prepared as soon as possible after each meeting, e sg 1iit €ach of the
of such report to each NIembext and to the Governor and the Py fl send a g
copy of such sl_lall also be pu bl}shed in the Gazette. A COpY of such er nor-Genera], A
firmed and signed by the Speaker shall be the record: of 4, Teport whep con-
Assembly.

. ‘ e prOCECdings of the

Now, a copy has got to go to the GovcrnQn The GOVanm‘
cxception to certamn S.tatcments that. were q0p31de;-ed. by You and YQn the pPast had taken
vour consent to certain passages be‘mg (;]mltled_. This &Mendmg,‘lt ::1 we‘re Pleased to give
report as confirmed by the Speaker shall be sent to the Governor | Quires only that the
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 mysel( revised efore it is published.

A . suc . : 3
known any objection from His Excellency the Governor, B portions without having

I am labour-
ut any rights

i
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yid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUDLA : The responsi-

bility of the Governor as Crown Represen tative is very heavy and when the Province of
Assam is at war, when Assam is in the front line of battle area, it is therclore all the
more necessary that His Excellency the Governor should exercise certain
vigilance for the safety of the Province and it is but meet and proper that he should

have some say in the matter whether the statements made here are likely to disclose
any information to the encmy. ight—it is

So Sir, it is no encroachment upon your r1
more or less sharing the responsibility along with you. I therefore say that in my
amendments, there is n r upon the hon. Members of this
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The proposed amendments are as follows :—

1. That in sub-rule (2) of Rule 12 the following shall be added, namely :—

“¢(piz) When His Majesty is at war with any foreign State, refer to any matter the
nature of which would be calculated to disclose information likely to assist the enemy’

9. That in Rule 30—

(i) the following sub-rule shall be inserted as sub-rule (2), namely :—

“(2) When His Majesty is at war with any foreign State no question shall be asked
the asking of which would be calculated to disclose information likely to assist the

enemy’’.

(?z') the existing sub-rule (2) shall be renumbered as sub-rule (3) ; and

(i) in sub-rule (3) as so renumbered for the word and figure ¢‘sub-rule (1)” the
words and figures ¢ ‘sub-rules (1) and (2)” shall be substituted.

3. That after Rule 41 the following shall be inserted as Rule 41A :—“Restrictions
on subjects for discussion— _ I

41A.(1) When His Majesty is at war with any forcign State no Motion shall be
made on any matter the discussion of which would be calculated to disclose information

likely to assist the enemy. :
(2) If any doubt arises whether
by sub-rule (1), the Governor shall decide

The Hon’ble Maulavi Sai

o reflection either upon you b

any such Motion is or is not within the restrictions
imposed the point and his decision shall be
final”.
4. That in Rule 76— "

(i) the following sub-rule shall be inscrted as sub-rule (2), namely :—

«(2) When His Majesty is at war with any forcign State no resolution shall be
moved the discussion of which would be calculated to disclose information likely tO

assist the enemy’’ ;
(i) the existing sub-rule (2) shall be renumbered as sub-rule (3) ; and
(ii) in sub-rule (3) as so renumbered for the word and  figure “sub-rule (1)
shall be substituted.
s Rule 87TA ;—<Res-

d figures ‘‘sub-rules (1) and (2)” ;
wordssl 2).'IIl'hatgafter Rule 87 the following Rule shall be inserted a

trictions on subjects for discussion— ‘ _
87A. (1) When His Majesty is at war with any foreign State no Motion for
adjournment shall be made the discussion of which would be calculated to disclose
information likely to assist the enemy.

Motion is or is not within the restrictions

(2) If any doubt arises whether any such M ! ‘ th
by sub-rule (1), the Governor shall decide the point and his decision shall be

ER] ihe

imposed
final>’. .

6. That for Rule 121 the following rule shall be substituted, namely :(—

¢¢(1) The Secretary shall cause a full report of the proceedings of the Assembly at
cach of its mectings to be prepared. A copy of such report when confirmed and signed
by the Speaker shall be the record of the proceedings of the Assembly.

(2) When His Majesty is at war with any foreign State the report as confirmed by
the Speflkef _Sh%“ ‘?C_SﬁnHQ the Governor before it is pub]ishcd and, if the Governor
acting 0l 1“? md1v1duz-11 judgment certifies that any portion of the report contains
information likely to assist the enemy, that portion of the report shall not be published

or cited until he so directs,
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(3) Conpies of the report of the proceedings, with the omission of the portions, if
any, certified by the Governor under sub-rule (2) shall be sent to each Member and to
the Governor and the Governor-General”.

As the Motion for leave has been objected to, hon. Members who are in favour of
the leave being granted will please rise in their seats.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The total num-
ber of Members that are present in the House is only 35.

(Some Members rose in their seats.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The number is less than 35 and the rules require
the number to be more than 35. The leave is, therefore, refused. There is no other
outstanding business in the agenda and so the House stands adjourned to 3 minutes to
3 p.M.

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2-57 ».M.
After lunch
Oath of Allegiance
The following new Member was sworn in:—
1. Srijut Surendra Nath Buragohain (in the room of the late Srijut Sonaram Dutt).

Adjournment Motion

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
Baniyachong as I ha'i.rc algcady stated before the House while ] |
House is most pitiable. Sir, after hearing the Hon’ble Prime Min: :
discuss this mallter because he wanted to leave everything at thhejhrli};tr?yloll}escllta:? to
Sir, he has said whug is destined to be that must be. Sir, if that be e s Ieshmy.
it is not, it will be simply useless altogether on our part to discuss this mz,ltt Op:i:
to waste our time for nothirg. Sir, then what is the good of having this ﬁ' dz'ml
Department and this Department of Public Health ? Why this Grow M eFlcad
Campaign ? If according to the Hon’ble Premier a man, when his time _1101‘1 00
will die, then I do not find there is any necessity of all these Depatint wi L e over,
and believe that he was not serious on this remark and will doshingbere 1-rdI hope
this present difficulty which the people of Baniyachong are suffering from OS‘ i fe o
appeal issued by several notable gentlemen of Baniyachong it will be foung. xor .
the condition of Baniyachong not to-day but a month ago. This appeal AL was
Khan Sahib Nurul Hussam.Khan, Pleader, President, ]i’»ani'y’achongpgood‘A',;z‘:‘is signed by
Mr. Sibendra I\?hilndracifnswc'lals, one of our hon. Colleagues whg is presgrllrtlml}i;‘;ia
Mr. Girindra Nandan Chaudhury, Chairman, Habican; .
There they wrote: ¥ » Habiganj Local Board and SO on.

“Fever and famine have reduced men a
are moving about begging from door to doo
almost all are passing through food crisis.” 1em alms where

It was dated 20th October 1943. It was stated there that the G
the Local Board had set up 4 centres for distribution of medicine bot :
adequate. Every centre served about 700 patients a day. i\erdicinu _thls.wa:s not
from 8 AM. to 5 P.M. In many houses in the village there is ng e f ]l.S distributed
patients and give them medicine or even water to quench their thirst 0 look after the
have been completely wiped out by malaria. There are not R Some  familjes
the dead bodies to the burning ghat or to the burial gFOundg lspeople to ey
number of deaths, I admit that there is a controversy becayge * OIN, as regardg the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon. Mem}

n.
MOtlI(\)/Ir' BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:  Sir, I beg o move )
now adjourn for discussing a definite matter of urgent public inf t ‘at this Assembly do
occurrence, namely, failure on the part of Government to Prevepol tance and of recent
number of people due to starvation, malaria and other e I:-lz tge _death of a Iarfc
district of Sylhet. at Baniyachong in the

condition of
I begged leave of the

nd women into skeleton.

r but alas ! who is to give tlHungry people

vernment and

er
has  not yet read his
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Sir, in another appeal issued by Mr. Srish Chandra Dutta, ex-».v.a. (Central), I
find—it has been written in Bengali but I shall translate it—that in the village of
Baniyachong only in the district of Sylhet more than nine thousand people have already
died due to malaria and starvation. In Bengali it has been written in this way :

“q% cgAlT aFAla almmiE A 2featdr id T Ziwad ¢ Al GAF aAdm e qARs

taestet wfFamns 17

Sir, in another appeal issued by Mr. Biresh Chandra Misra, Leader of the
Communist Group in Assam dated 30th October 1943, it was stated—

“frarha Aoy Bfoarar A 70 21913 Gl UAd ) g AT lasitd wfaans (= “I¢
is also to the same effect that by this time more than 9,000 pecople have died at
Baniyachong due to malaria and starvation.

Sir, report recently published by the Sylhet Relief Committee will reveal
matters which will, I am confident, convince the hon. Members of this House about

some

the gravity of the situation.
ort has been signed by Mr. Kumud Bandhu Sen Gupta, B.L. and Mr. Anan-

This rep
ga Kumar Ray, Pleader, who went there personally and have submitted this report to
the said Relief Committec. It appears on calculation that on an average 500 to 600
sonally and through agents daily at each of the 6

patients are being serve:d both per

centres of medical relief. Six, because when the previous appeal was issued there

were four centres afterwards two more centres were opened. T do not know whether
in course of a week or ten days—any more

in the meantime—Dby meantime I mean
Sir, in one place they have stated that [rom one medical

centres have been opened. i ) : ave
centre they went to Mahalla Tambullitala, half a mile from the borobazar and siads
y with the following results :—

a direct surve
Total No. in the No. of death No. still
family suffering
1. Nasibulla 11 1 5
(appeared to be solvent)
2. Taj Ullah 3 I 1
3. Samir Ullah . 3 Nil 2
4. Kalai Ullah ‘ 9 9 7
5. Rashid Ullah 4 2 1 one left
village.
6. Sabdar ees el ‘:} 1 0 ;
7. Sonai Ullah 7 1 5
(appearcd to be solvent) ,
8. Alabux . g 2 9
9. Hurai Ullah T g : 3
10. Mafiz 3 - ;L
11. Samdu e g
12. Ganai Ullah 9
- (in Jail)
13. Gani 1 0 1
14. Wazid Ullah’s wife 1 1 0
15. Rehan Ullah 5 1 4
16. Inchan Ullah 4 1 3
28 43

82
f these 16 families is that out of a total strength of 82

and 43 are stil] suffering. Of those suffering our honest

The result of the survey o
food and

sons, 28 have already died

persons, 28 hav ] [
impression 15 that only God can save them. They are practically ~without
drink and there is none to look after them and no source from which they can get their
food.

————— s ‘V“_' £

F‘_
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We surveyed another small hati with the following result—

691

Total No. in the No. of death No. still '
family suffering
1. Sajid ... 6 4 2
B 01 e 4 0 4
3. Jaman Ullah e 6 3 3

6f ¢his family No.3 all the male members are dead. Persons living are a sickly widow

| and 2 5k§lgtoh babies having none to look after them and
e tence whatever.

having no means of s

whsis-

‘. Total No. in the No. of death N_°- ?t.'!“
| family suffering
4. Asir Ullah 3 14 11 3
Total 30 _E 12

 Dai, a-widow. _All the members of the family are dead. § ke apheats fol be
ailing and going without food and very likely she will soon f61101$ at'}f: ‘125:3-‘:{[5: gf}i’cr

members of the family have gone.
The result is_that out of a total strength of 30 persons,
the remaining 12 are in bed,

18 have already died and

Rushanullah of Tambulitolla statéd that there are 30 families in the mahalla™ Wi
a‘ population of 150 out of which the number already dead is 16155?.b .m the phiala. Vi
K achanullah of Dewanbhag stated that he had 6 members in his family out of

which- 3 died and the re'n}aining 3 are still suffering.
centre with temperature in his body to carry medicine.

Kachan had gone to the medical

Mautavi Md.- Abdullah, Joint Secretary, of the Baniyachong Food Committee and
an-active member and organiser of National War Front stated to us that he had started
2 death survey, and supplied -us with a written report of his survey results ‘upto date.

This is as follows—

AL Méh'allh’ Puranbag, Daspara' ahd a’ part of Nandi-
_para. M S e e v
Some specific instances of very sad cases:— -

. Asgar Ullah

" Umil Ullah ... i
Reast Ullah ... o
Kamal Ullah ...
Ambarullah

Abdul Sovan ...
Mafizullah

ST

B. Mahalla Bag, Dewanbag and a part of Topkhana

G, Tambulituolla and Khankaribag

D. Puran Topkhana ’
. Topkhana (PR et "
% Né.};ahat_i and Badauri i, %

G. North Bank of Sagardighi

liopﬁla'tioti Death.
600 209
No,' in'the No. of
family death
14 10
5 5
4 4
3 3
6 6
3 3
5 w0t S
40 36
400 30
150 63
100 26
. 250 40
170 61
32 12
1,700 471
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The survey results of the aforesaid 7 mahallas show that out of a population of 1,700
the number dead is already 471 representing } of the population, This survey
covers only a period of 3 months, from August to October.

Sir, another difficulty which stands in the way of Government in getting the
correct figures as has ‘been stated here is that the village chaukidars are practically all
suffering from diseases and it is not possible for them to go to the thana or to the sar-
panch to report the deaths. . :

As regards the sanitary condition of the village, Sir, it has been stated here—

‘““We were there at Baniyachong for two hours during night from 7 p.M. to 9 P.m.
and during this short period we had to subject ourselves to the mosquitoes whose
number appeared to us to be a legion. Every sting of the mosquito is followed by
burning sensation over the place for some minutes. The lanes and bylanes of the
village are simply impassable. The water in khals and even in the tanks is dirty and
polluted and appeared to be undrinkable, always emitting a peculiar kind of putrid
smell.”” In their opinion the village appeared to them to be in a state of stupor.

Sir, then they have stated that—

‘“We noticed that the death rate is comparatively less in solvent families and higher
in starving families. It was reported to us that the patient usually dies during the
third attack. The consensus of opinion is also that thenmumber of deaths.is more in
starving families. We are of opinion that the percentage-of death cannot be explained
away as being due to epidemic of malaria alone. The majority of the cases in our
opinion are due to continued starvation and malaria is only the accelarating cause.

_So the immediate problem before us is not only to adopt preventive measures against
outbreak of malaria but also to supply tood, barley or some other sick diet which is not
being administered to even 2 or 3 per cent. of the sufferers at present. The number
of deaths will go on increasing and we do not know where the end is.””  Sir, I can cite

~4nnumerable instances from the report I have got in my possessicn that the number of
deaths is very large and it is both due to diseases and starvation. Sir, I have already
admitted that Government have oJpened medical centres but it will ;be found in
this report how medicines are supplied ‘we saw bucketfuls of mixture being pourcd
by a big cup into the phials, each man carrying a number of such phials with him’ ”.

The doctors are working with the assistance of their compounders fron: 8 a.m. till

.-5 p.m. There is no denying the fact that those who are there are overworked. I
have nothing to say against them, they are doing what is possible for them under the cir-
cumstances. Sir, I have moved this Adjournment Motion not in the spirit of censuring
the Government but just to bring to their notice that wl.at they are doing is most inade-
Luate. They‘arcnot quite alive to the gravity of the situation. Sir, may I ask the
Hon’ble Premier that when he had heard so much from some of the hon. Members
and also through newspapers why did he not depute one of his Ministers to go to

Baniyachong to see the matter personally ? -
Sir, I like to bring another point in this connection to the notice of the Hon’ble
Premier that due to want of light, I mean the scarcity of kerosene, there was one very
gad death of a child lying by the side of.a _sick mother. The. child wanted water
and in darkness instead of putting water in the mou_th of‘. lihe bab)_r it was pourcd
in the nose and the result was most disastrous, s.e, the child died. This is also another
point which so far as the unfortunate village is concerned should be considered. Sir, I
yave already said that there are very few healthy persons who can help their necigh-
bours to carry the dead body either for cremation or for burial. I sent a wire to the
Hon’ble Premier on the 1st of this month and I got a reply trom K. W. Marar, Esqr.,
1.C.S., Secretary to the Government of Assam in the Supply Department by a letter
dated the 1lth. It runs thus: %I am directed to refer to your telegram of the 1lst
ovember addressed to the Hon’ le Premier, Assam, and to say that Government is
quite alive to ’t’hc situation in Bamyachong and doing everything possible in combating
the epidemic.” Here, Sir T do fiot agree with the Government. ' If they say that they
are doing everything possibie in combating the epidémic I am-rather obliged t. say that
hey ha\l’lff né:t gg’aspcd the real situation as yet an | mo eover my telegram was not
only 10 this ellect but I requested the Hon'ble Premicr for doles and supply of clothes
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0 Some poor deserving persons. So far that portion of the tetegram was concerned.
g ‘eply was given. Sir, only opening of. few centres won’t do. ':_["hc; Governmel_lt
thuSt give diet also for the patients. There is practically _no good drmk_mg._ water in

at locality except a very few tube welld. Sir; we"c!‘u_.-.d hoarse on t%ns very ﬂ.qor gf
ihe House several times to improve' tHe- sanitary COﬂdlth.n of that village .wh'ieh is

Own to be the biggest village not only in India but even in the world. Sir, unless-
the Overement send: immediately a large number of doctors and adequate quantity
of Medicines and help the poor persons with sick diets and with free doles the number
(I)F dd‘:aths-wilt be imcreased day by day asiit is being_inoreased even now: daily. Sir,

b On’t know who has suppresses this fact to the Hon’bie Premier. I am ready to
el due to starva-

& 1eve his statement that he did. not know that people were dying
on, .
The Honble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Which fact ?
o Mt BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE ¢ The present condition that so many peopls
have died and the death is simply due to malaria and. it is:not due to starvation. This L
<ould gather from the statement of the Hon’ble Premier which he made when I begged
€ave of the House to move my Motion. There should be a thorough ENGUITY 0. oot
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member will finish now. I‘have got
only half an hour’s time. : ;
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Yes, Sir, I will finish within

Ir, it is criminal on the part of those persons who are so
Care to bring the real cendition to the notice of. the Hon’bl

: 2 or 3 minutes.
€ry unmindful and did not
1'ble Bremier.

Sir, after an enquiry, I hope, the Hon’ble Premier. wijl

take necessar i
against them: They deserve impeachment. Before they b‘egin the enquiry }Ir 3:;:33
request the Government: to take steps even from this very afternoon ang to send more
medical men with. more medieines—I mean different kinds of medicines not only for
malaria but for dysentery and diarrhoea as well and see that those who are stilt
living and lingering may be saved. from these fell diseases and starvation,

The Hen’ble the SPEAKER :. Motion moved :

“This Assembly do now adjourn.for discussing a. definite Mmatter. of urgent public
importance and of recent occurrence, namely, failure on the part of the Govémmgm 5
Prevent the death of a very large number of people due to starvatjon. and malaria and
other diseases at Baniyachong in the district of Sylhet.”

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Mr., Speaker, Sir, before proceedin with the
debate, and in order to facilitate it, would Government Please tell yg whc:% he i
heard of this tragedy, when did they ask the Director of Public Health to ep uiray hta
the matter and when. did. this Provincial Government’s remedial Ineasures i:? ' the f '
of medical staff, medicines and food-stuffs reach the place ? orm

*Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN.: Mr. Speaker,. Sir, sy

_ k W R

aﬂf‘-@' GI Em Wq:{ m Q;!'ﬂ"i‘l' ﬁs ?IETQ‘ WW:WGT WW %f%égl W:
@b AT AT wife freafdam | Beon A@icad AW aF zaqpy RUELEI oL it
FFCT 92 FRER A" T51T oIy 799 | : :

ST Jgm FTN wam dx g T T s :
ST (F1 AT Wity 1 stedtcb I af¥s Wity | Bﬁ?@ﬁig‘m’ﬁ
QG MR Eorfeas wmy | et ataeed ST atm gy iy c\\rm
WY AR TF Fefve tematots TR |79 1047 @ sifippopy e ;ﬁ i
AT 4417 T AT TG 2AfSCT tour TG I 2, Rl cmpapye Bl R
fiofft ot CTQITS AT, e @itn 4w 5,000 1T R By Q33 aypay I 1w
C18 T4 FEAT @ A7 '@ 9T ST TIT (THRIT A Sty 0w | F\‘:;‘f%{ﬁ qj‘-sn TIES, |
s @ TIGATRATT Urdd  qE T4 SiF Cj@ TS o7y 5 - mim@‘m Cl4 |
1T WIfiwe T OIF vy 1 AT T TS AT qray N Gﬂ; a:ff:%wc;j;‘

il 24 1 5

*Sp.ech not correcied by the hon, Membey,
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* The Hon'ple the SPEAKER: Order, Ordey, the hon. Member is not right

» -
1 . 3 e
- 'sazl?dgai?ana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: o %3517 #l49 St @F I3 aLs 23,
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Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, ‘Sir, I also tabled a _.51glllar
Motion which, of course, in this morning has been debarred and Mr. Mookerjee has
heen given éfefﬁf'éﬁcef ‘Since these various types of diseascs broke out jn the village
of Baniyachong 1 had been there for four times. ' The first visit which I had paid was
¢ meant for the purpose of sesing the condition of the people there attacked with
99;1m‘9 20 Bt dince T went there for the first time 1 heard that various types of malaria
}If;aélagi'?).kcn in ;Ifii"aihal'lé,'calllé{d Jatu Karnapara which is one of the most ;I}ickly f_opu-
Jated mahalla in Baniyachong. I‘IQ{I"J.IF?‘ Members are aware that during the last I
November Session the condition of the people of Lakhai thana was discussed in this
House and it was revealed that this malaria attacked about 900 people in various villages
wnd  about " 500 people died Jasp year. Agam this year'when I heard that
xind of malaria had broken out in Baniyachong which is probably the most congested
village in the world with a population of 40,000, I got alarmed and spoke to the Chair-
VA8 I e Tocal Board to take some immediate steps, because he js also responsible
for the health of the rural population: I understand that the Public Health Depart-
ment first took notice of fhe"'fiscjase on the 26th July and the Director of Public Health

t there and asked me to meet him at the Circuit prse. {chordmgiy I met f.m},l
‘Yﬂg *: d the matter. We all agreed that the disease might be very serious 1
2:1'1 lsai:liisgil was not taken. Since then I heard nothing. But in the later part of
ioust the serionsness of the disease was braught to light and the repert received was
very alarming. 1 again went therc on the 16th August and stayed there only for a
night because everybody was afraid of mosquitoes. I passed through the villages and
found that they were submerged with water and water-hyacinth. I immediately met the
Subdivisional Officer and requested him to go there and visit the ,vgilages and ask the
people to clear the water-hyacinth and other jungles. I don’t know whether he
actually went there but since then reports were coming which were alarming and very

dreadful. :

In September the diszase took its virulent type and reports of deaths were coming
daily. The daily death-roll in the month of September was from 50 to 60. I again
went there with the Chairman and met the medical officer in charge of the charitable
dispensary at Baniyachong, who was put in charge of Public Health also. I inspected
_his register with the Chairman, and found the actual figure of patients registered was
about'15,000, and they were under actual treatment by the Public Health Department.

ol

*Speech not corrected-by.the. hon Member.
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On my enquiries the Medical Officer stated that since the Director of Public Health visit-
ed Baniyachong, as I have stated, in the latter part of July, he was instructed to open two
centres, besides the dispensary centre, for supply of free quinine. He also stated to me
that he was receiving supply of quinine in abundance. I questioned the persons whom
I met in the dispensary compound—there were some responsible persons-also—they had
nothing to complain about the supply of quinine ; the quantity was there but the
manner of distribution was most unsatisfactory. Then the dector—I don’t know
whether on his own initiative—opened some more centres after the visit of the
Assistant Director of Public Health. The Chairman asked the daoctor te write to
‘Government to send more public health doctors. As a matter of fact, while I visited the
place for the third time in October with the Ghairman of the Local Board, I found
they had opened six centres and that almost the whole village was affected. The
t_hsca§e first broke out from the village Jatu Karnapara and it gradually spread out.
But since the Director of Public Health visited the place and instructed the Medical
Officer t_h‘(_:r_e to open two centres first, m_)th_mg preventive was taken by the Government
or the Public Health Department. During our visit in Getober we found in the register
new cases admitted during September-October were seventeen thousand d glsf W
hundred, and the six centres which they had opened were not at all ad s S
with the situation. : all adequate to coepe
I made enquiries of the doctor about the procedure he followed with cagad & the

ur publi :
and those doctors were sent to each of the centres in alterr?ate lgla?::tl)d:ﬁs(if-ifggig

uinine, and those six centres were located within the limit - day _
?t was the opinion of the Medical Officer tt:ere that the doctggso::rt:ir-r:ltlre fg h;if .2 mile.
make the centres easily available to the people. The most difficult thg‘l E'tneiy hestan
by the hon. Mover, was that communications in Baniyachong are Veg, af);rlas stated
can move without a boat. The poor people do not own any boats ﬁei‘{h . None
hire any ; so they cannot easily reach the centres to receive Cminir;e wﬁl" ean they
happens is that a man goes there with 50 to 60 bottles in a basket to pecc ' oorualy
he waits there for five to six hours and then receives quinine. ‘The'dotfc‘ell\;ﬁ quiaine ;
for five to seven hund}'ed people. Nobody will believe this but I or asi.: to cater.
surprised to see that affairs there were more or less like these of a . ?}'fel had been
stall in any railway station people flock in numbers, and whoever pa :.v.g Al Ip Bries
gets his cup of tea. And this is exactly the manner in which quini Pays an ene anna bit

ted at the centres. The doetor did not know whom he was scrvililge ‘!‘::s diiagmg distribu-
abont the condition of any particular patient, which was l;iismpl:ifr‘xét;yh d::;'g g%?;tuﬁz
b =5 9 & ¢ e

simply, filled those bottles with quinine. I was simpl

metgl_.od the doctor had adoptec!, ‘I:lffe did never care ttf kynotxuttﬁgezgrtﬁ;gc atft'he novel
but simply entered the names in the register and supplied quinine Hi 10n of patients,
literally a lay-man without any idea of the medical science, | Al 1§ assistant was
whom the Public Health Doctors rely are not at all com ' - Also the dressers on

ot 5 B petent to u
work, such as distribution of quinine, etc. This is the way in whi(r:lg?l;lt?nke a

on. Thc most funny thing is that the Assistant Director of Pyhl: gs were going
lace a few times, bug he did not care to go to any locality, ubl
for himself. If the Director of Public Health or the Assisia

we were told, to see things

s nt Dj :
_ visited some ©of the families they could have formed an idea ITe€Ctor of Publjc Health

thamselves ;
e dispensar;z Hnstead of relye

has got (we

ing on the report from the doctor who was in charge of th
The Honm’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member £ stveshi s
Mau].,a"i ABDUR RAHMAN: I have got importang s mMinutes more.

House, SIT. I t0 place before the
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But accordiu to

entitled to anly 15 minutes except the hon, Mover_g to Rules. €ach hon. Member is
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, I am descrih

th-re. Thereis controversy wh ther the death-ro]] ?:1?18%0 t}}]e actual things we sa:'_l'

pre hably Government wnuld come forward and say t?n,[ i d,(l()(;] 0;:1 10,003}11;!:0

theip repart would e 1,500 or 2,000.a% the most,  This will f tel selEiise.
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The doctor himself furnished this information in
Officer,, Habiganj, who was good enough to go
of his assistants to make a survey and that was
few portiens from the report of the

it would be foolish to believe that.
the presence of the Subdivisional
there. The doctor entrusted one
simply on imagination. Here I will read out a

Chairman, Local Board.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Which

doctor’s report is that ?
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: The doctor in-charge of the Baniyachong dis-
pensary. He isa Government doctor. He is in-charge of the whole affair. ~

This is the report of she Chairman from his tour diary. It was a ghastly sight.
Dead bodies have been brought out by jackals, skulls and skeletons lying all around.
Corpses being devoured by jackals and dogs within sight—humanc beings lying near
their homes.”” In onc para Badauri some families are extinct. We have found some
deserted houses in which the family members are extinct. I have visited several
houses—38 to 10 Mahallas with the Subdivisional Officer and the Chairman, Local
Board—we found that people have left their houses for good somewhere else. We s
assed by a village road and a mosque and found that there was no open space—all I
round there were new graves.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member may ask some other hon.

Member to follow him up and take up the thread of his arguments. : |

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: As yvegards the figures- there were 19,731 new '
nd 1,90,057 new and old cases up to 23rd October 1943. Sir, there was a
le were attacked, whereas the doctor

on that 90 per cent. of the peop
edical relief said in his report da ted 3nd November 1943 that about
been attacked with infection. As to the death

week ending 21st September, 1943.....iiiiinsiona

cases and 1,7
eneral opinl
in-charge of the m
80 per cent. of the people have
roll 1 Have said that during the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Order, Order.
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : I am not going to speak anything about Baniya-

chong village but I want te know what is the cause of this disease. which originatcd : i

I hope the Hon’ble the Premier will be able to enlighten this House about the I

l

|

e.
:;gfl;e of such tragic events. .-

Babu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS : Mr. Speaker;, Sir, I am an_ in- .
nabitant of Baniyachong village. Fhe miserable condition of Baniyachong which
has been explained by the hon. Mover and other hon. Members of the House, i8

The thing is my age

I think ; but I shall have to add a few words to this. :
g attacked with cholera, small-pox and ;

sufficient, d ;
;s above 70. I have seen Baniyacheng bein . ; ;
other diseases. I have seen several times food distress but the suffcrmg.s fromimalas 1

he medical aid which has been given is insufficient . |

¢ India there is distress but Baniya-

4a this year has surpassed all. T
f the people of Baniyachong is in

and inadequate. Moreover, throughouf the wh?le o
chong is not an excecption. The major portion ol t! .
distress. Some Relief Committees have begun to give help, but it is not at all
worth giving them any relief. The needs are far greater than whatis being given. .
1 hope some ways and means will be devised to prevent the havoc of this malaria
from Baniyachong as early as possible. We expected _thz}t when rains weu'd subside -
the disease would abate but to our great misfortune it 1s 1
course, we are living under a civiliscd Government and if lise
cannot prevent this disease, I think, people will have no high opinion of this Gov-
ernment. I hope th? Government will at once try to prevent this desease. Of course,

st is not for me to give any suggestion for ways and means—there are experts ar

there lsl,‘l:z %eafth °}f a~‘21V‘S_t=:rs. I think, Government will see that a village of 45,000 :
q:tfalil; lwas g?r?rlléatco gg% -w1ll not be ruined by this scourge of malarial fever, This 18 -

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: A . :
: : A very pertinent question was put by an hon. -
Member. He wanted to know what is the exact cause c?f this disease. Sil?: we ha

ncreasing day by day. Of
this civilised Go.ernment
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a discussion and my hon. Friend Mr. Rahman referred .toit, during thp last Bud-
get Session, about this attack of malaria in Lakhai thana. At that time I was
told by some people of that locality that the disease_ was 'b_n?ught to the area by
the people who had gone to Dimapur in connection with Military works. They got
infection there and spread it to those villages. Baniyachong is one of the biggest villages
with 40,000 people, as important as any big town of the Province. But the problem
is not for Baniyachong alone. The warning came last year from Lakhai thana
Aand it has come in a virulent form this time from Baniyachong. Labourers went
‘4o the Hills for Military projects from all over the Province and soon the disease
may break out in an epidemic form all over the Province. The people who went
ithere were attacked with a sort of cerebral malaria and when they returned to their
~allages they spread the disease. The people have lost their power of resistance due
to low vitalit_y and due to slow starvation they cannot resjst the disease for long.
This is why it has spread so fast in that area. Whatever that may be, I have got
to give a serious warning to the Government that the wh 1

tacked with this fell disease very soon. Government js t

.been checked. We heard a latonic, rather philoso hical .
‘Prime Minister that what was destined hi o E! Place at o the Hontble
-we are to come here to receive such replies from the Qou T
sthat we should remain at our home and not come here at 3],
right to ask the people to pay any taxat all. People are payi
relief from the Government at the time of such distresses and if the Gov.
«cannot give any relief to the people it has no right to ask for the taxes. egpm;:}rllt
-whole Province of Assam was onge 2ttacked with Kala-azar and it was 1r,.b]e
‘to check that disease. - Many people of course died but  Government could ﬁpnsm A
some means to check this disease. Sir, as I said, the warning first ca u : nd out
«from Lakhai Thana and Govemm:nt-ought to have taken- remedia] T
.ago so that this disease might not have spread so far, . Malaria
ydisease. =

People from everywhere are now going to hill areas

st year
measures long

is a Preventible

.population that he should be kept there till he js fully cure
Eng mix with the civil population and spread the 4 disease. Now asa?::) Vi,eg to come
my honn. Friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman has said that jt js being gtv:: s ql_-ﬂ}fl-'lll'lc
any reference to-particular patients. The doctor does not care to gno + wlllt ot
the quinine is given to a man w.ho is really attacked with malarja. He sj w] waether
«prescription-and there his duty is finisheq. The quantity of quinine thay MPly gives a
i#s also not sufficient for the Purpose in all cases, In the “Janasakyi’ s 18 supplied
I am sorry I have not got a COPy with mie just now—a state Ol yesterday-
from a private doctor,of Habiganj town, Dr, D. N. Dutt
‘from a moneyed man’s house at Baniyachong. As soon as the
‘heard that a doctor from_ Habigan_j. was. coming a number o
expecting to get some relief from him, The doctor said that
-place he saw a number of skeletons standing before him and he

founded, and he could not think out as tg what he could do o, th:ras Slmply dumb
Sir, that- prophylactic measures are immediately necessary if we Warg; suggests,
_disease. to check Fhis

"here are other problems also, Sir. People are attackeq v sz ‘
rcsu]'tlil;ethat there is n_obqt.iy to ha.rvgst the crop in the ﬁgls\ilth]::hl_s dlseasc and the
prdblcm because the crop is 1ylng in t?’lc ﬁeld rcady for harvestin a VETry serious
labourers available to harvest the crop.” So, unless immediata mcg" and there are no

the Government, it is not possible for the peoplé to find "oy anas_ure_s are taken by
labourers from outside. It is the dut_y of the Governmenpt now tg a?_’r Means of getting
-and. get the erops harvqsged from the ﬁeld otherwise 5] the crﬁgfc :f)‘m& ial?;glli:gr:



698 ADJOURNMENT MOTION (187 Nov-

o3yl o oo 4 197 g 7

wﬂl remain n ‘thc' ficld and will be wastéd. A suggestion has beerr made that labou®
réz% 'Q_E‘.bmlﬁ‘g_’ from Mymensingh should be allowed to harvést the crop’ in liew of paddy
w!nc!‘_l tlflt:y should be allowed to take to their own home. In that cast the restriction
order should be withdrawn by Government allowing them to do so. Several state:
miénts havé been iésued by responsible members—Mr. Mookerjee bas already réfert
€6 them. M. Rahman Also jssued a statement in the Press and Government have not
ag yét come out to deny that so many thousands of people have died in Baniyachong:
The Press has given publicity to the statement for a long time and as my hon. Frien
Mé\ﬂdvi Abdur Rahman said, the death roll has come up to 9,000, The lowest figur®
I found in on€ statement was 4,000. Whatever the figure may be the facts yemain
that thousands of people are dying without any proper medical aid, and for want
of proper aursing, and other things. It is not possible for any Private Relick
Committee, however magnanimous it may be, to cope with the situation. Itis the
Guty of the Government and Government alone now to come forward and take
all necessary Steps in the interésts of the whole Province to check this diseas®

i;ﬁimed'fétély”.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHUR
Sir, I slfould like to make a few obsérvations on the Motion moved by my Friend
Mookerjee. It is really shocking to léarn that in the coursé of two'to’ three monthss
5,000 to 7,000 men and women have died of malaria and starvation iy onc single village-
I cannot understand why people should di¢ of starvation becausey Sir, Iknow as well

_ as you know (hat thousands of maunds’ of paddy wereé seized: by Government in the Sub-
At the very beginning Govérnment knew that

divisions of Habiganj and Sunamganj.
the pcopl'c' of Baniyachong were suffefing  from malaria and want of food AamM

¥ :—=Mr. Speakefs

Mr.

they did not make any suitable arra nt for treatment and for allowing
ddy to move from Sunamganj to Baniyachong. I cannot understa®
why’ Government was so inactive and why they turned such a deaf ear to the
sufferings of the people of Baniyachong being calous and devoid of humane sentiments
and humane feelings. Mr. Blennerhassett put 2 question as to when Government rst
learnt about the condition of Baniyachong but no reply came from = any of the
by way of a reply; tell the House that

Members of the Government . Now I may,
ht to the notice of Government in a formal way ©O"
the

ngeme

this information was first broug
the 29th of August when the Hon’ble Minister for Supply accompanied by
- of Medical and Public Health went to enjoy the boat’ race fun
i ple of Baniyachong deman’

Hon’ble Ministe '
at Ajmirigan- At that time the unfortunate suffering pco
‘rprise

ded their presence in Baniyachong to scc their sad plight but you will be su
to hear that both the Hon’ble Ministers curned a deaf car to their prayers and camg
ee

lhet and thence to Shillong after enjoying together a joyride in a sp

back to Sy :
boat in the Ajmiriganj Boat Race Course. ;

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: The Hom’ble Deferice Minister was also’ thert
anid there was an immediate demand from’ the public that they should visit Baniyachon8

and sec the condition of the people.
Maulavi ,MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Iam open to
starvation while the matter

le should die of
in a proper manner-

correction, Sir.
ent in prbper'timc and 1 .
i that the Director of

I cannot understand why this peop
was brought to the notice of the Governm
__ Sir, “heard from my Friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman
"P.ubhc_:‘_‘l-lealth paid a visit only once in the month’ of July but why he did’ not reped
his visit to Baniyachong when he heard that people were dying in Hundreds: It 1S
really criminal on-the part.of Government to neglect the people like that. It has certainly
br‘?“gh‘m;‘:f on the Government especially in’ these days when'the Miilistry claims 9
?g}lanphas ’,.i;f::{‘ p°‘”’.°‘-ia- of the representatives of the péople. Mah}aft‘i'a’ﬁbdm.iﬂai-hid
RbA4 would ha}‘" sgn that had t}iisj'h'appejni:d'iij‘afﬁy independent country’ the whole
ounced in As S g‘pn moved- and a’ self-denial _week Ijerh‘h"s wotld” have been
a:;i- Sir report;?;nne:rt who speaks and who cries for the peoplé of Baniyachong'? W€
rooillong. | I know Wgparers but the Membets of T Government were sitting tight
perhaps the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahman

—
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‘Will bear me out that only to supervise a police case at Jagannathpur two Ministers went
there but when thousands of people were dying for want of medicine, for want of food
and other things, the angels of Shillong who are sitting so high had no time to go and see
the condition of the unfortunate peasants. They live very near the sky and do not care
10 know how the cultivators live in villages. Really it is shocking and I do not know
10w Government wil] meet the situation now. Mr. Mookerjee has said that he has not
brought this Motion to censure the Government but to bring it to the notice of them.
' the resolutions Passed by the people of Baniyachong could not move the Members
of the Government, I think, Sir, that this also will not move them. Had they any
mind to help these poor people, had they felt for these pdor people, as a fellow human
being should, certainly some of the Hon’ble Ministers would have paid a visit to the
village, even though that might not have removed the miseries of the people ; they
would have found consolation in the fact that their own Ministers were doing somcthing
for them. But alas ! our Ministers had not time for that. Mr Mookerjee and Maulavi
Ab_dur Rahman said that not a single Minister not even the birector of Public Health
pf.:-.urii aréy visit within thel course of 3 or 4 months. Really it is a shame on the part
of the Government to neglect the cause of th . i
. About the number gf' deaths there are r;:nl;cggzl‘e e 52 e oS,
1 I'1c1‘e are reports, lhc.re are letters from the Reljef Committee of whichMr. Harakrishna
é}fi‘lham(tlna 3 Ithe §I esident. It is useless to quote the number now, It has been
1scussed enough. ny v i ale : . . .
o ol fo]lo%ving :_Y vay, Sir, from a letter from the Bamyachong Relief Committee

Circle No.4.

Name of Mahalla No. of families No. of people Death roll
Puran Tupkhana 56 279 68
Tambullitula 36 268 61
Nandipara 56 304 65
Bhadauri 67 331 77
Dewanbhag 29 226 26

I can quote more. But this shows that what a heavy t . P
{from t}(}csc mabhallas. Out of 5,686 persons of these mahal?z:i fﬁ%éﬁﬁﬁal}m 2gy malen
of the people of these mahallas died. From the report of My K. B ,SM‘-,G 28 (if‘ni;
was referred to by Mr., Mookerjee I find that in courge of thi*ee' m‘ ttzltll Iépotgow ic
have been treated and supplied wzith quinine. Of course there are oni gf.’ ; casc§
attack. Assuming that each patient had three attacks still the nu gascsf of re apsﬁ o
gone upto 30,000, out of a population of 40,000, {.6., mioge fia 3’:} er of patients had
p(leoplc hhad btl:en atée}qked wfn}]l3 mgtlari}a. Perhaps these senfences.are lEper cent. of the
what the real condition o anlyach 1 AOE
. what is the remedy......... i e d-o P to\ edimons e
' The Hon’ble the SPEAKER . The 1 e THE b

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBULhoﬁushgiﬁlgerésHﬁ%gﬁ%h“"nmc'ﬁmit'
Sir, then WltlIlPtl!}&s%Ech‘]g.sII resume my seat, RY: Very well,

Babu B ‘ DAS:  Sir, the horrib o i
sufficiently disc?.sssd. T%m only point that I Iiluleﬁ fc? ndmon. of I_Samyachong has been
should be supplied . to the people as this js the hary :
have to work late hours at nigl:;t. Not only for harVestisStll;’l time an.d the cultivators
every family more kerosene is necessary, I would £ %
large scale preventive measure should be taken so that the d; out that immedijate
more. Anti-malarial pills should be supplied to the peop 'S€ase may not spread .
malarja, If villagers are ill or remain busy in attending the s‘p]f Nh.o are still free from
Will remain in the field. Governmeqt should therefore rgan'lc family member§, paddy
this connection Government may direct the Subdivision llse labour from outside. . In
and means in consultation with the Reljef Committee. ‘Nl? flicer to find, ont ways
are dead and a greater number are lying ill, it woy] 4 €re a large number of people

Pt ; t b i h
the paqg nless they get outside help. Wi, Ot be possible for:them to harvest
e Eeat.dy in time t Ve elp. With these words, Sir, T beg to resume

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : One moyre thin i S
g0t report in the presence of the Subdivisiona] Ofﬁgérsii;’alwég é irgzzzd d‘}gé{:;ofﬁgg; a‘gfg
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because there was no light for want of kerosenc only in the next morning it was

discovered that the man died.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, this morning I had thanked all those hon. Members who brought this Adjournment
Motion becausc not only did they ventilate a public grievance but also they allowed the
House the various measures that they

Government an opportunity to place before the
had adopted in order to combat this scourge. I thank again those hon. Members who
iving us the benefit of their persons

had taken the trouble of visiting the place and gi

knowledge. But I can tell all those hon. Members who had taken interest in this
matter that long before they ever realised the situation the Government were up an
doing on thc reports from their officers. Mr. Blennerhassett wanted certain informa-
tions and I am prcparcd to satisfy him and to give chronologically what steps Govern=
ment has undertaken. From the speeches of hon. Members I find that they came to
know of this attack some time after July. But Government’s attention was drawn 10
this epidemic as carly as April by the Assistant Director of Public Health, Surma
Valley, who visited the place on 28th April 1943.  Hon. Members are aware that ast
year there was an epidemic of malaria in the places alrcady mentioned by Maulavi
Abdur Rahman. Energetic steps were taken by Government 2ind the Public Health Des
partment and the epidemic was brought under control though malaria was of a virulent
type in this place, and as 2 preventive mcasure, Government were continuing cer=
tain centres for malaria relief in those arcas. While visiting those areas, the AsSIS®
tant Director of Public Health whose headquarters is at Sylhet, heard about a similar

epidemic at Baniyachong and he went there and then reported the matter to Goverhi=
ment immediately. In April last only one quarter of this big village, wiz., Jatukarnas
para was reported to from the Sub-Assistant Surgeon

have suffered. The report was
osted at Baniyachong and he reported that there has been 101 cases of malaria 1D
families with a total population of 336. No definite information was available a$ to
the number of deaths. The Assistant Director of Public Health during his enquiry
found that another quarter of the same big village, viz., Mia Khani was also attacke
by this fell disease. SO under the direction of the Assistant Director of Public Health,
2 survey was made and the following data was collected. The number of houscholds
visited was 88 in Jatukarnapara with a population of 617. The number of suspecte
cases detected was 140, and the number of deaths confirmed was 4. In Mia Khant
households wer¢ visited. The total population of this place is 258 and the numbef of
suspectcd cases detected was 96.and the death rate confirmed by his report was 3.
the Assistant Director of Public Health immediately distributed amongst the pa
Jass slides in order to get blood smears so that the blood may be cxamined micto*=
a

pically in his laboratory at Sylhet. At that instance only 25 cases were examince ¢
nly 2 were found negative. In that carly

93 showed B.T. and mixed infection and o

attack, the morbidity or attack rate was 21 per cent. in Jatukarnapara and 37 pef‘ccnt.

in Mia Khani and the mortality or fatality ratc was 3 per cent. The Assistant
e and cinchona shoul be-

Director of Public Health reported to Shillong that quinin (
sent to Baniyachong immediately and accordingly sufficient quantity of quinin¢ an

cinchona were sent for treatment. At the present stage, the quantity has gone UuP to
17 1bs. per week, but at the initial stage, the number of cases was sO small thatiit
required 1 1b. of quinine and 1 Ib. of cinchona. One hon. Member has stated that
the disease spread to other parts of this village, the biggest village in the world, some
time in September last. I can quite endorse that from the reports of the Public Health
Department. It was at this stage, that is about the middle of September, that the P€O=
ple of Baniyachong itself were horror striken and for the first time resolved to bring 'ta
the notice of Government about the spread of this disease there. Up till September, they
did not form any committee themselves either of relief or of any other kind. A letter
%?ct:iﬁi ég:lz)fszp];em'ber I:Nas received from Khan Saheb Nurul Hossain Khan as the
Chief Secretary ?:)111):?}?: é)ng public meeting. In that letter which he addressed to tl.le.
R n adopted atOVernll;n_ent of Assam he says—*‘I beg to forward herewith coOPley
the 5th September 1943 a%ﬁ lic meeting held at Baniyachong under my ]?residenCY on
80 per cent. of th 2 c:situation at Baniyachong 1s really very serious. Abouy
whil:():h iseimmun ctif“peol)_le are suffering from malaria and there 1s hardly any family
rom it. A verv large number of the people are actually starVing“

tients
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We are getting death reports every day. I would request the favour of your kit_}dly
taking carly and necessary steps in the matter. The acute distress prevailing at Baniya-
chong calls for the immediate attention of the Government.” Then the first resolution
that has been passed in that meeting is—“In view of the fact that thousands of people
are starving at Baniyachong and there is no arrangement to help these distressed people,
be it resolved that a food committee be formed at Baniyachong.” This is for the first
time that the Baniyachong people themselves realised the gravity of the situation and
resolved to form a committee. The resolution No.2 is—“In view of the fact that the price
of rice and paddy has gone up abnormally high and a large number of people are star-
ving, be it resolved that the Government be approached to supply rice and paddy seized
at Baniyachong and the neighbouring places at cost price to the people of Baniyachong.”
The resolution No.3 runs as *“The Population of Baniyachong is very large and thousands
of people are starving for want of food. They cannot even procure by begging one meal
a day. This meeting therefore earnestly requests the Government of Assam to give
them doles till the next Aman crop is harvested®’. The resolution No.4—¢This meeting
highly at.ppreci?tes the reintroduction of ban on the export of rice and paddy to Bengal
frqm this Province and rcspcctf‘u]l)f requests t‘hc Government to arrange an anti-hoard
drive so that people may get sufficient quantity of rice and

0 DY ; paddy at the controlled
rate.” * Now, Sir, I may be allowed to but a pertinent question to hon. Membh ho
have criticised Government for the alleged callousness, T the people -of' B‘:‘ s IW
themselves realised the gravity of the malaria epidemic or if they felt that the R h e
that Government had undertaken to combat malaria was measures

‘ . inadequate coul
have passed one single resolution to that effect ? Of those rcsol&tions’ adopctlcc{;h‘i:xs: :}13:
public meeting at Baniyachong under the presidency of Khan Saheb Nuryl Hussain

Khan, whom most of the Members know, all the questions relate to fooq and not
of shortage of medical aid.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: IfI may be permitted to interrupt T may say
St : el o :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Siy MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T o
way. Sir, my Friend had three shot at speeches in spite of your calline i?lm ntOt gndmg
Hon. Members ;13,\/"(-: got the right to know what i : 3 XROA
resolutions of Baniyachong people. T at once asked the Subdijvis; -
Habiganj, Mr. Sharpe, to report whether Government should start gi\lri]o PAL | Dficer ol
area. His report wa}s\ thail there was a shortage i

t work in the fields or even as d I i
eoplc Could_ no - 5 ay use the

E-om malaria. He also mentioned that some public relief conami?te‘g:r?laizﬁirézg
formed. He reported that the shortage of rice should be removed g5 early as possible
On that I, as Supply Minister, at once ordered the Deputy Commissioner of thl; Sylhet
district to scnd down ten thousand maunds of paddy to Baniyachone which w s
where in the neighbourhood of this village T e

Next, Sir, we got anothqr telegram on the 4th of October
president of the Food Committee ay 53 urul Hoap s, hor
he said : (frhls wals1 addressed to t}m Hon’ble Medical Minister). < aniYachc; W ety
tion alarming. 'T ousands starving. Cholera, ‘malaria epidemjc prevails nggltua-
rmber mcre_asmrr.” Pray_ Sanction doles, sufficient medical help_ ole - eath

addy immediately.”  This telegram was followed by his letter of 5th O ase secured
P‘(I bee to refer to my telegram of yesterday regarding the appalling Ctober, 19043,

Tine a
distress prevailing at Bﬂmyachong, nd Unprecedented

Herein 1 beg to enclgsc an appeal in Bengali which would
the cfc;lr(i:i?tion of the starving }?nd dIYll_ng people Of.this unfortunatg vsicl)[r;lgc cxtfnt_ disclose
sary to note here that Siaee toe Iljlu.) 1;:alt110n thh_ls appeal cholery has | tk is neces-
Baniyachong and is taking its to in tall.  About 3,000 People haye gjeq bro S0 oubie
Four centres have been started for distribution of medicing, e yll}ns_ time.
inadequate. At least thl:ee ore centrgs should be opened apq arran eu ttushls I?iurlatg
made for giving cholera inoculation to the people. gement shou

The real food crisis has begun. There are some people, whoge U beas
who should be given doles because they cannot purchase rice or paddy even if given at
a moderate price.
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It is high time that secured and seized paddy should be released at a reasona-
ble price. Harvesting will begin in the later part of Aartik and unless the paddy is

released now, it would serve no useful purpose if released later.
May I therefore pray that you would be kind enough to take immediate steps in

the matters referred to above.”
The appeal in vernacular has already been read to the House by my hon. Friend
Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. So I won’t repcat it. As he said the first three signa-
tories are Khan Saheb Nurul Hussain Khan, President, IFood Committee Baniya-
chong, Mr. Shibendra Chandra Biswas, whom we welcome back to this H’nusc and
who is a2 Member of our Legislative Assembly and the Chairman ol the Habiganj Local
Board, Babu Girindra Kumar Chaudhuri and others.  Sir, on that also the Supply
Department instructed the local officers to  provide rice at controlled rate which is
cheaper than the market rate. In the meantime, Sir, there was a press conference
addressed by me at the end of September at Shillong. That press conlerence, special-
Mukti represented to me the case of Baniyachong.

ly the editor of Habiganj paper
He along with his press representative from the Sylhet district thanked Government
ken and that they were of opinion that four centres were not

for the steps already ta
sufficient and four more centres should be opened. I immediately requested the
She sent one doctor immediately

Medical Minister to open more centres at once.
doctors should be sent to the locality. From the report of the

and ordered that more

Director of Public Health which was received on the 15th of October on the steps

that were already taken it appeared that five centres for relicf were operating from

11th of September 1943. One more Sub-Assistant Surgcon was deputed to opizn cen-

Then the Assistant Surgeon of Public Health Department, Sylhet, was sent to
and to report if more staff was necessary-

enquire pcrsonally locally at Baniyachong t
Now, for the first time I see my Friend Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee on the scene. e

was good enough to send me a telegram on the lst of November 1943. T think it will
be relevant for the House to know that Mr. Mookerjee is a big land-holder of the
village Baniyachong itse_:lf. He has got a CutCl_l_Cl'y or §hould I say, collecting agency,
for realising rent from his tenants .and he gets, if not daily, weekly reports of the condi-
tion there. Iam glad that ever since hc‘ came to know of the conditions there he has
left no stone unturned to sec that relief is provided there at Government cost.
think the House would like to know how far he himself 1is helping.........
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : I shall be very glad to say that, Sir, if ol
permittcd now. 7 .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : If the Hon ble Premier asks then the hon. Mem-
ber may say- ;
The Hlon :
H 1 agaln.
lt];mn?: Ei:cn?:y }gon. Friend Mr. Mookerj ;
Committee and Relief Committee, 2. é., 011 the 1st November just fifteen days ago-
Before that I never received any complaint from my F riend whom I have already
said to be one of the most vigilant Members in this House and who on various occa-
sions both public and private had approached me either by wire or letter or even on

’phone.........- ' ,
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : I was doing my best and without doing

t I did not like to come€ to the Government.
MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:I am very

tres.

am

shle Maulavi S_aiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 7 I will thank
Sir, I will place before the House the telegram which was sent
ee signed as Secretary, Sylhet District Foo

my par
;i The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
glad to hear the statement from my Friend. The telegram is to this effect
«Baniyachong condition extremely grave. Many people daily dying starvation and
Medical relief inadequate.

diseases. Large number of families require doles at once.

Solicit im}ncdiate necessary and adequate steps.”
That is the tilegram which I received from my hon. Friend and on the 2nd
mber, 1943 one assistant of the Secretariat—I think he is in the Governor’s

of D At who hails 1
Secretariat—who hails irom that village and who had gone there and s i i
- aw with his
own eyes the actual state of things, submitted a petition to the Hon’ble
the

Minister-in-charge. He was hesitating whether in hi : ; _
. = n his capacity as an assistant of
Secretariat he could address the Hon'ble Minister-in-charge, but instead of fighting
shy of the matter h¢ as done a public service by bringing his personal impression o

Y O O

—

s

Sy
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Baniyachong to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge. He said “‘with reference
to my verbal representation this morning and directions of the Hon’ble Minister, I
submit below certain facts about the malaria epidemic which has recently broken out
in Baniyachong, in North Habiganj, Sylhet. I went home (Baniyachong) during
the last Puja Holidays and had the opportunity of personally witnessing the distress
of the people. As is well-known to the Hon’ble Minister this village is the largest in
our Province and lies in the low lands of the Subdivision, which becomes flooded dur-
ing the rains. So faras I gathered, the origin of the present epidemic is the infec-
tion which the labourers of this locality, who went to work in the various military
projects, had taken. In almost all the village the people are suffering from fever.
Supply of quinine is scanty, and the type of quinine supplied, as was understood
from some families. was not perhaps up to the standard. Moréover, the supply was
not steady, so that a patient could take it continually for about three weeks. In
some quarters the entire farruly has been the victim of this epidemic. There are no
able male or female members in many families to look after the patients. In poorer
quarters (i. e., lower middle class families) the whole family has been left t(-) the mercy
of their neighbours. Death rate is gradually increasi ng. I do not know whether
there is any arrangement for keeping figures for the casualties. 'The ublic i 1
appeared to be panic-stricken and on queries various figures were uolt) d lcTIll Sencra
ber of casualties, if based on such rumours, would vary from 8 00% t £ 1'0 00 Rl
ximately. The population of the village is about 40,000. 9 unde.i*.t - 0 appro-
Public Health Department have specially deputed a few (not perha :00 fhat the
more doctors to cope with the situation. But with all respects for thlias more than 4)
it is submitted that more medical hands are necessary, Need {or COI;:” Elng;men!:,
apparently more pronounced _th_an doctors, because what is needed s ‘}:ﬁ:&ecrsth:s
ailing families are getting quinine regularly. The region being in low land dr }(;,-
of good milk or any milk at all was reported by many. Those who arer ol Smdcary
chase cannot buy for want of supply and those who are Poor cannot afford € tofpur.
So the supply of milk is also very important, especially to the poor ,hto do. so.
afford to buy. I saw therate at Re.1 to Rs.1-4-0 per scer”. Poor:;'whoi .cannot
Immediately on receipt of this report the Hon’ble Min;j c .
of Public Health to report at once aslto what action was bci:rtrefakiiLEd the Director
Sir, some hon. Mc_m‘bcrs have stated that none of the Hgn°bl(: Mi :
the place even after receiving notice of the disease that was carrying o ';;Sters went to
human life in that village. Some hon. Members have e R thegj a heavy toll of
that three Hon’ble er}ls.ters Including the Ministel‘-in—charqe of P (l?)rllgth of saying
self and the I—Ion.’l_)lf! Minister of Civil Defence went to the neiqhbu lﬁ Health, my-
place i. e., Ajmiriganj, but T am sorry to say that I did not rézeiv%ur dod:op t}.lat
which has becen mentioned by my Friend, Maulavi Magbal Hugs -~ any resolution
Some people at Aimiriganj represented to me that if T haq oo Chaudhury,
I should go to Baniyachong and see the ravages of malarig than Opportunity
that I was a layman and my presence would not be of e replied
would send, if possible during that weck, the Director of Public Heam}ch good but I
Sir, if the Hon’ble Ministers have not gone there, there was no lack E ;.0 that locality.
etent doctors to that locality. The Assistant Director of Public He ]0 VIsits by com-
quarters is at Sylhet visited the locality on the 28th April, on the 283 th whose head-
the 25th October when he stayed there for four days. The Givil S tlzl August and on
place on the 27th August 1943. My hon. Friend, Mr. Ahduyy Rehr Urgeon visited the
the previous month the Director of Public Health had heep thisrai a&l has sajq that in
the Assistant Surgeon of Public Health Department to thig areg ttn' he had deputed
scen that at least 7 experts had visited the locality from the ﬁr;t *Wice.  So it will be
tant Director of Public Health up to the end of 31st October, T€port of the Agsis.

" Maulavi MUHAMMED MAQBUL HUSSAIN C
Hon’ble Premier please read the report submitted by the

@A g il §
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUmgeon ?
elad to do so. This is his report : LEAY

««y/isited Baniyachong Dispensary, some of the areas worst
: + R d affect i d the
Kamalkhani centre o_f quinine cllstrlbptlon to-day the 27th A“guittefglj’s” rgz{il;’i) gzt 6010
patients taking quinine from the dispensary and “Kamalkhani centre. and. adéressed

HAUDHURY ¢ Will the

I will only be

1



704 ADJOURNMENT MOTION [18Ta Nov:

them on the causes of malaria and its relapse and how could they prevent it. Quinine

is being distributed at present from five centres including the Baniyachong Local Board
Dlspepsal'y, namely, the Local Board Dispensary, Kamalkhani, Dewan Bagli, Mia
Khani and Paschimbhag. Two Sub-Assistant Surgeons of the Public Health Depart-
ment and two Epidemic Assistants in addition to the Sub-Assistant Surgeon-in-charge
of the Local Board Dispensary and two Local Board compounders are distributing
quinine from 7 A. M. to 7 p. M. and the patients attending the Lakhai, Shajangram
centre are too few to justify the continuance of the services of a special doctor for dis-

I have diverted Sub-Assistant Surgeon Doctor, Gopi Raman

tribution of quinine there.
Total

Bhattacharya and one Epidemic Assistant of the Habiganj Unit to Baniyachong.
number of cases of malaria given treatment at the different centres of the Baniyachong
area and the quantity of quinine and cir chona distributed are shown in the attached

statement.”
1 was going to place this statement later on when giving the dates the different

centres were opened, but there are certain general statements which are very relevant
and about which mention has already been made by certain hon. Members. This is

the general statement of the Civil Surgeon:

«cA severe wave of malaria is passing at present over the Baniyachong area inclu-
ding Paschimbhag. Baniyachong is known to be a very big village, probably the
biggest in India covering an area of about twelve square miles and with a population
of more than 40,000. The physical condition of the village with its running water

channels lined by abundant vegetation..................
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : May I know how long this discus-

sion will last ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Up to 5 O’clock.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MVOOKER]JEE: The Hon’ble Premier has exceeded his

time-limit.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: No, the Mover and the Government Member
for the first time may speak for move than fifteen minutes. It is entirely in

speaking
the discretion of the Chair. And I have allowed to proceed.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The report
inues ““The physical condition of the village with its running water channels lined
t vegetation on either side and blocked here and there by very thick and
h of water hyacinth and impeding the free current of water has provide
excellent conditions of temperature and moisture for the prevalence of malaria which
is raging with an intensity and extensivity unknown in the history of this distinguished
village of the Habiganj subdivision, and claiming its victims by thousands. The

ill worse by the acute food crisis through which the

situation has been rendered st ;
provinces of Bengal and Assam are at present passing. * * p
ing sufficient quinine and fever leaves them after 3/4 days’

# #% People are gett1 -
administration but relapses are very common due to lack of proper diet and nourish-
ment and unless something could be done to feed at least the most hclp}css among
them relapses will keep up the epidemic and distribution of quinine also will have to
continue indefinitely.”’ _

Then, Sir, I would place before the House the I.ast report of the Asglstant Director
of Public Health, Dr. Padmanath Hazarika, which is very full and giving all details.
The report runs :

¢1 inspected the various treatment centres as well as visited the malaria affected
localities in Baniyachong from 25th to 28th October 1943, accompanied by the
Assistant Surgeon, Public Health Department, Sylhet. My previous visits to this
epidemic area were on 28th April 1943 and 20th August 1943. The object of
my present visit was to supervise the epidemic work, to ascertain the extent o
infection—morbidity—mortality, to ascertain the adequacy of drugs and stafl and also
to devise additional means to bring the epidemic under control. * * * The Sub-
Qs tan Surgeon, Epidemic Unit, according to my instruction collected 50 slides from

fresh saf,sy alrlld thg SBlld;‘s were examined at my Laboratory. Out of 50 slides exa-
?126” 3 Thesn ?ltgt‘;a q. ‘3'., EYI o I and mixed infection and only 3 were found tq_be nega-
ti::: spread of infect)i,c;;l.clglﬂdmnsglteb of adcquate treatment measures from the beginning,
k ot be checked, but on the contrary it began to spread

cont
by abundan

heavy growt
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rapidly and within a month the infection spread out throughout the whole village——.thc
reasons being mainly due to ignorance of the people to observe personal prophylaxis.”
One hon. Friend has mentioned that people began to bury corpses in their comp-
ounds, and dug the graves shallow; the jackals could dig a_md take out the carcases.
The sanitary condition must be horrible. The Assistant Director of Public Health goes
on to say ‘“other predisposing factors which z_lggra_vatcd the situation are (1) innume-
rable breeding places of mosquitoes (2) the insanitary surroundings and (3) debilitated
condition of the people due to poor nourishment resulting from abnormally high price
of articles of food.™
This report, Sir, is dated 2nd November which reached the Director of Public Health
later, and he submitted it to Government on the 5th November, and for the first
time it is stated in the report I am surprised to see the abnormal high price of rice,
milk, sagu, etc., at Baniyachong at the time of my visit. Drug alone cannot cure a
disease unless the human system get proper diet to maintain the body resistance.”
Then, Sir, I will state the centres that were opened. The first centre was opened
on the 28th of April when the Assistant Director of Public Health went there. Then in
Paschimbhag on the 3Qtl.1 Ju’nc; at Kamal Khani on the 8th August; at Dewanbhag
on the 9th August; at Mia Khani on the 25th August. These were the five centres
reported by the Director of Public Health. At present there are five sug tres besides
the out-centres and the dispensary centre. R EE B e

These out-centres ar
u : are the
conditions which have been narrated by my hon. Friend, Maulay; Aoﬁéﬁgmﬁagfngf

In certain localitit':s, owing torthe difficulty of transport, many Telarte i
not come to the dispensary. Then, Sir, it is not a fact that medicine packed i cou
were sent from the centres. Only in case of repeat cases, where the dgct(c:) ¢ l{m bottles
condition of the patients before, that the same mixture was administered arsd e
through onc man w'ho. came to quluct t_hc phials. But for new s nthcsecrilt :;ut
always made prescriptions after diagnosis and sent medicines according to e
ments. Itis untrue to say that dysentery and diarrhoea casecs Weref’trealrsquu_'el;
quinine; dysentery _a.nd cholera cases were treat?d separately, and hoth ro eh IWIt.
injection and bacteriophage were issued from Shillong for the treatment of pth phylactic
The staff working at the epidemic area is as follows :— ettt
Sub-Assistant Surgeons, Public Health Department
Epidemic Assistants

Sub-Assistant Surgeon-in-charge of Baniyachong DiépensarY-“
Compounders, Local Board . :

In all, thirteen people are workine there. That wa rarde
Now, accc;rding to this report........... g $ towards the end of Octo
’'he Hon’ble the SPE_AKER :  We are reaching the time-limit
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: T EB
but this is a very important question aflecting the life and death of : arysorny;. Sir,
alleged negligence of Government. many people, and
As I was saying, Sir, according to this report, : h
and the Assistant Director of Public Health gives certai as been checked
at this conclusion.  He says in the week ending 25th Septembey ney
the rate per thousand was 25. In the week ending 2nd October v cases were 999, so
the rate per thousand was 22; in the week ending 9th Octohey newew Cases were 873,
rate per thousand was 28:1; in the week ending 16th October nevy cases were 1,126, the
the rate per thousand was 31; and in the week ending 23;q OCtog cases were 1,242,
1,156, the rate per thousand was _28‘9- The Assistant Director fcr NeW cases were
reports, Sit, that the death rateis 37°5 per thousand or 3.7 e °f Public Health also
He also says that the weekly consumptmn.of quinine ig ipn I cent,
17 1bs. per week  In one month, we had to issue over 181 |, the neighbourhood of
that there were 17,175 new cases. Then we receiveq 5+ of quinine. He says
compounders were sent. The Director of Public

5 Health ;(];r&:legram and some more
assistants to be sent. ‘V(f received a telegram from Srijut G red two more epidemiC
dhury that the present mixture system was not W()rk'lnq prop Opendra Lal Das Chau-

P . I 2. Gl‘ly and h we ShouI
try injections of quinine and tablets. The Director of . that ; :
or?cc,J On the 10th of November, a telegram was recei ublic Health took action 2

: i ved fr I Secre-
tary, Muslim Chamber of Commerce, Sylhet, that people s};gﬂd tg: gi’;ﬁrﬁoxcs and

[T ) B

ber.
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coffin cloths, and that labourers should be brought from Bengal to harvest paddy. These
are being attended to. Before the receipt of this telegram, Government ordered the
Subdivisional Officer, Habiganj. to help people with doles of rice or paddy wherever
necessary, and we sanctioned expenditure of 5,000 rupees for this purpose. There is a
bumper crop now. _This crop was sown in the month of July and it is clear that
people were quite fit at that time to cultivate their lands which produced this beauti-
ful crop. The Muslim Chamber of Commerce wanted Bengal labourers to harvest
this crop. Mr. Nirendra Nath Deb also referred to this. We are taking steps in
this direction. We are going to arrange labourers cither locally or from Bengal and
remunerate them in kind.  We will see whether this step can be taken immcdin\tcly,
We have not been idle.  We received a telegram from Srijut Harikrishna Mabara-
tna, the President of Relief Committee to the effect that they were unable to cope with
the work. I handed over a personal cheque of Rs. 500 to my friend Rai Sahib Dinesh
Chandra Das whom I see in the Gallery. His Excellency the Governor on hearing
of this telegram sent Rs. 500 from his private funds to the Deputy Commissioner to
be used for relief purpose in Baniyachong. When I received the petition and repre-
sentation from Ishita Biswas and the report of the Assistant Director of Public Health,
we, approached the proper auth.oritics at D::Ihi,_ from the Supply Department to issue
Sagp,jbar]cy, and conc!cnscd milk. My hon. Friend the Maulana Sahib in his usual
hyperbole language said that the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the Medical Depart-
ment was quite callous. But I must say on the other hand that as soon as she got
this petition, she wanted to rush down to Baniyachong along with the Hon’ble Minis-
ter for Civil.Defence., I told her that their presence would not be of much help
because they will soon have to come here back for Assembly business. But she asked
the Di'rcctor,.of Public Health to procged immediately. She has requested me to
accomﬁ;i_n'y: her to that place after the session. o
It bas been explained al_rca_ldy that the infection originally came from the labour-
‘ers. . It is reported that in, Baniyachong 60 per cent. of people are landless and work
as labourers. They went to work on different projects at unhealthy places near Aijal
and ﬁifﬁapur. riginally the infection came from this place. Probably it is not
L that if any labourer dies within one month of his return from those

known to many i
If any hon. Member

places, after infection, his family is entitled to compensation.
knows of any labourer got this infection in those arcas and died within the month
he should take up the matter with the Public Works Department f()l: compensation.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Premicr should finish his specech now.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am obliged
iving me this indulgence.

5 yogggzxilmcgt have been dr;ging their best as they could, and were advised.
Babu BIPIN BEHARY DAS: What about more kerosene oil for Baniyachong ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD S[iAD‘l[IjLLA : b The Deputy

will sce to it.

— issi has allotted kerosene for different localities.
Clommissioner BDUR RAHMAN :—Cannot the Government post one Assistant

Maulavi A _ . :
Surgeon of the Public Health Department at Baniyachong for some time !
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA MMAD SAADULLA: 1 am O_bliged va
mv Friend. The Assistant Surgeon at Sylhet was asked to remain at Banlyachong

ir()]“ IE]S' IIl()Ilth.

Shillong : A. K. BARUA,
The 11th December 1943, Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.

The Assembly was then adjour

A. G, P, (L.A.) No.108—12142—15-12-1943,

L ——
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APPENDIX A

The 11th March 1943.

No.LML.297/42/5.—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 296 (2) (i) of
the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act I of 1923), the Governor of Assam is
pleased to make the following rules, to have effect from the date when the Town
Comimittee is next to be elected and thereafter, for the division of the Nazira Small
Town into wards and the number of members to be elected for each of the said wards
of the said Small Town, Z

The Nazira Small Town shall be divided into four wards with the following
boundaries :— _ i

WARD No. A
North-—Assam-Bengal Railway line and the Dikhu river.
East—Small town boundary.
South—Small town boundary.
West—Small town boundary.

s WARD No. B
North—The Dhodar Ali.

East—Small town boundary.
South—The Assam-Bengal Railway line.
West—The Mazengah Ali.
WARD No. C
North—Small town boundary and the Dikhu river,
East—Small town boundary.
South—The Dhodar Ali.
West—The Kundar Ali.
WARD No. D
North—Small town boundary.
East—The Kundar Alj.
South—The Dhodar Ali.
West—Small town boundary.
There slllall 1})(: ]clmc elected member for each of these wards
'These rules shall supersede those published with Notifieat:
dated the 27th April 1925, so far as the Nazira Small Town (i);lﬁ(fgr?cc;:rrlnig.1566-L‘S"G~,
\ , :

S. L. MEHTA,

Govt. of Assam in the Egy. & g‘;’?gUDtef; g;c

The 7th April 1943,
No.LML.25/42/35.—-In exercise of the powers conferr

Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam'I of 1923), as subsequent

of Assam is pleased to make the following rule for the Preservatio

records by the Municipal Boards and Town Committees. nand destruction of
The registers and records in the offices of the Municipal Boarq

mittees shall be preserved for the periods shown in the list below __i and Town Com-

TEMENT SHOWING THE PERIOD FOR WHIG
= ARE TO BE PRESERVED  “UNICIPAL REGOR DS

Y amended the Governor

Serial Description of records Form No. Prat
-y €riod of preserva-
Records prescribed by the Municipal Account o
Rules

1 Budget estimate e
9 FEducational Budget estimates No. 1 3 years.

s 1A Ditto, -
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Serial Description of records Form No. Period of preserva-
No. tion

Records prescribed by the Municipal Accounts Rules—contd.
3 Schedule showing details of estimated expen-  No. 1B 3 years.
“diture.
‘4 'Subsidiary accounts of special rates 55 B 6 years.
5 Cashier’s Cash Book 5y 3 Ditto.
6 Ch.":l.lan ees 2 4 Ditto.
7 Register of unpaid bills i D Ditto.
8 Order Book 55 © Ditto.
9 Salary bills (x) ... i ¥ 35 years.

10 Permanent Advance Atcount ,, 8 6 years.

11 Recoupment vouchers (x) g2 9 Ditto.

12 Cheque Book (counterfoils) si 40 Ditto.

13 Cash Book » 11 Permanently.

13A Treasury Pass Boo . 6 years.

14 Abstract Register of receipts - No.12 Ditto.

15 Abstract Register of expenditure ,, 13 Ditto.

16 Register of Adjustments ... 12 A Ditto.

17 Advance ledger 35 19 Ditto.

18 List of outstanding advances » I5A 3 years.

19 Deposit ledger s 106 6 years.

20 List of outstanding deposits owi.  wen gy JOA 3 years.

21 Monthly and quarterly account of receipts ... -, 17 6 years.

22 Monthly and quarterly account of expenditure ,, 18 Ditto.

23 Annual account e s gy 19 Ditto.

24 Register of Security deposit other than cash ,, 20 Permanently.

25 Register of Government security 35 21 Ditto.

26 Loan Register . » %2 Ditto.

27 Appropriation Register of loan funds s 22A 5 years after the
completion of
the work for
which the loan

) is obtained.

28 Register 'of license fees on Carrages and ,, 23 3 years.

animals. ‘ )

29 Licenses for carriagesand animals e 5y 24 Ditto.

30 Application for carriage and amimal licenses ,, 25 Ditto.

31 Register of registra tion fees for carts SEEPT 26 Ditto.

32 “Stock accoiint of cart, carriage 'and’ other'tin ,, 27 Ditto.

1 tickets. E Y 28 6
"33 Hackney carriage license register ... . 22 At

34 Hackney carriage driver’s license' register »s .‘59 Ditto,

35 < Hackney carriage license + 2 g 3; }If)e_ars.

36 Hackney carriagé driver’s license T o ltto.

37 Licenses for places of amusements ORLT: Ditto.

38 ‘Miscéllarieous receipt Book '(COﬂntCrfO‘ls) » Ditto.

39 Register of land e BIREDE Permanently.

40 Register of rent for which there 15 4 fixed No. 37 6 years.

. cdemand. .

41 “Miscellaneous subscription register s 38 Ditto.

42 Abstract of subscriptions received sy 39 Ditto.

43 Dispensary subscriptions register »s 40 Ditto.

44 Miscellaneous bills register ,, 41 Ditto.

45 Micellaneous bills ,s 42 Ditto.

46 "Accepted tenders ... ... oo e '3 years.

A7 “Rejected. tehiders® o T s ass wesens Ditto.

(x) Payment vouchers shou

Id be kept in guard files separately recording to the period for L.
tion, instead of in one file for all glasscS, J ¥ PrRACENG
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Serial
No.

48
49
50
51
52

53

54
55
56

57

58
59

(x) Payment vouchers should be kept in guard

APPENDIX,

Description,of records

Records prescribed by the Municipal Account Rules—contd.

Contractors’ ledgers
Contract certificates (x) ...
Petty contract bills (x)
Measurement books ;

Nominal Muster Rolls (x)
Register of works

Register of works by sub-heads
Stock and store register

Service Book

Security bonds ...

Pound receipt register

Pound accounts other

register.

Miscellaneous vouchers and receipts (includ-
ing adjustmcnt vouchers) (x).

Demand register

Demand and bill regxster

Petition reglster

Mutation reglster

Remission reglster

Mutation orders

Remission order

Assessment list ...

Valuation list ...

Rate-bill Books (mcmorandum)

Stock book  of Rate-Bill books,
recc1pts etc.

Sarkar’s Daily collection register .

Sarkar s Note Book ..

Transit register ...

Sarkar’s ledger ...

Progress statement

Warrant register

Notice of demand

Distress warrant

Register of distriins of property "and sales

heldion account of arrears,

Lists of outstanding rates and taxes

Provident Fund ledger

Provident Fund abstract of balances

Provident Fund Declaration Form

than p_ound receipt

Stationery register

Register of postage stamps

Bid lists ]
Kabuliyats and leases

Stock register of forms

Register of Government grants
Sanctioned estimates for works

——

tion, instead of in one file fo

licenses,

files separately acco
v all classes,

Form, No.

......

......

------

------
i
......

rding to

709,

Period of presertya-
tion

6 years,
Ditto.._

25 yqars.
6. years,

Dltt(].‘
Ditto.

6 years.

Whl.lq: the officer
remains in
service,

3 years after an
officer leaves
service.

6 years,

3 years.

6 years.

12 years.
Bitto,
6.years.
Ditto.
Dilto-
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto,

Dltto
6 years.
Ditto.

3 years.
6 years.
Ditto,

3 years
Ditto.
Ditto.

12 years,

3 years,
‘€rmanent]
- Ditto, %
il . dg‘:"ath, or
reirement of
the subscriber.
Years.
ycars,
Ditto.
2 years
years.
10 years.
Ditto.

the period for presrevas



107

110

111
112
113
114
115

116

117
118

119
120
121
122
123

124

125

APPENDIX

Descriptson of records

Sanctioned estimates for repairs

Register of vaccination fees realised
Register of person vaccinated

Vaccination fee realisation receipts.
Register of roads

Register of buildings

Register of prosecution cases
Schedule of rates for items of works usually
executed.

Audit reports and explanation statements
Inspection Notes of various authorities

Records prescribed by the Act

Notice to be published of the preparation of

assessment list on persons.

Notice to be published of the preparation of
valuation and rating list of holdings.

Inventory of moveable property seized

Notice for sale of property seized

Return of sales of property seized

Account of attachments and sales

Resolution book

Requisitions under section 69 of Act I of 1923

Requisition under parts VI and XI of Act I
of 1923 and reports of service, i.e., those
under sections 188, 189, 190, 153, 154, 155,
158, 160, 162, 191 and 177 of Actl of
1923 but not orders under sections 185
and 194 of the same Act.

Notices under sections 199 and 310 of Act 1
of 1923.

Petitions under sections 150 and 151 of Act I

" of 1923.

Records prescribed by the election rules.
(The periods for the preservation of these
records are provided in the rules).

Returns of value of holding

All petitions in connection with taxation

Orders setting apart tanks, etc., for supply of

drinking water and report of service of order.

Orders prohibiting improper excavation

Petition under section 165 of Act I and report
connected therewith.

Report of Medical Officers

Licenses and counterfoils

Register of Chemists shops

Register of Muhammadan burial grounds ...

Record directing prosecutions for public
nuisance.

: Miscellaneous. Records
Register of letters received

Ditto despatched

I'orm No.

Records prescribed by the Municipal Account Rules—concld.

......

.....

[18TH NOVEMBER

Period of preserva-

tion

3 years.
6 years,
10 years.
6 years.
Permanently.
Ditto.
6 years,
Until revised.

12 years.
Ditto.

Until next gene-
ral_ clection.
Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

10 years.
Permanently.

3 years.

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto.

6 years.

Until after next
general] assess-
ment,

Permanently.

Ditto.
Ditto,

12 years.
6 years,

Until rewritten.
Ditto.
3 years,

In  accordance
with the rules
in the Records
Manual.
Ditto.,
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Serial Description of records > Form No. Period of preserva-
No. tion
Miscellaneous records—concld,
126 Index register of files soortbleg cazenes Permar}ently.
127 Correspondences Phiprvess T According to the

rule  in the
Records Man-

ual.
128 Daily attendance register ... ... ... 3 years.
129" Dalkk book, . o o e Lsem fe el R Ditto.

130 Diaries of Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Over- Iy Ditto.
seers and others.
131 Register of standing orders

...... Permanently.
132 Annual Report i ently

ok CF TS P Ditto.
133 Statements and appendices of annual report.,, .. Ditte
134 Licenses, permits, passes, notices -and applica- . .. 6 }’ears.
tion under bye-laws. :
135 Registers of miscellaneous petitions S el 3
136 Register of palias issued ... et : l)yea.rs.
137 Sub-Committee’s proceedings book... o gl Siie 6 (;'él;ll:snc_mly.

Sl MEHTA,
Assam in the Fuy,, and L.S-G Deptts

The 10th April 1943,
No.LML.51/42/11.—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 29 )
Municipal Act, 1923 (Assant Act I of 1923), as subsequently ﬂmende(? Oft}lhc éssam
nor of Assam is plca_scd to make the following rule_:m > the Gover-
Insert the following as a new rule after rule 4 in Part VII—M:
281 o’f the Assam Mu1?1c1pal Manual :— Miscellaneous at page
4A. Inspection note on the Board by the Commissioner Deput IR
er or other officials shall be placed the Chairman before a I;lcetp ¥ Commission-
for consideration and any action that may be necessary.

ing of the Board
S. L. MEHTA,
Secretary to the Goot. of Assam in the Edy

The 27th May 1943.

No.LML.217/42/24.—In cxercise of the powers conferred b
the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act I of 1923
leased to make the following rules for the div

Secretary to the Gout. of

E L.S~G. Depuss.

Y section 296(2) (;
) the Governgy of Z&) (i) of

ision of the . ssam is
wardsand number of members to be elected from each of the(ifaul‘lc;?ur Smal]] Town into
The Gauripur small town shall be divided into four wards .W'tl
boundaries :— 1th the following
Warp No. 1

North—Starting from pillar 5 on the Lowkhowa bund alone firs
the bund to wherc it is crossed by the Khagrabari road, Thetice 0 Northery edge of
tion by pillar 5A to pll}ar 5B_ on the bank of the Lowkhowg bil] 211}111 asterly direc.
southern edge of the bill to pillar 6. > Tiehce along the

East—From pillar 6 on the edge of the Lowkhowa bill in 4 strad

tree on the Baruapatty road, southwards along the Bap,. 18h
Ha isabha road to its junction with Dispensary road Tapatg
HarISouthfli'r-:mllI lfllﬁ POil(ljt I;St n;e3n{)t{i)0£ec§ in a;] we;terly direction to pi]]

:he parallel to an ou ¢t south of ¢ Plllar

Hivesiion to & point 1,663 fect distant from pilar  ; gy 285 abari roge ot el
at right angle to 'th'e Gastig ‘bou‘ndary line ; th iohy 1o0vards south and
parallel to the existing boundary lme.: thence a tg“ line 1,848 fect long
long meeting the existing b(_)undgu'y line in a poin Owards north 600 feet
west from pillar 4 ; thence in a line parallel to

t G .

and a%loitdézt(?nce of 3,531 feet towards
bari road in a north-westerly direction to pillar 5. feet south of the Khagra-
West—Pillar 5.

tline ¢4 the Ban-
Yy I"Oad and the
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Warp No.Il

North—From pillar 6 on the bank of the Lowkhowa bill in a north-easterly
direction by pillar 6A to pillar 6B on the Godadhar river ; thence along the right
bank of the Godadhar river to pillar 7.

East—From- pillar 7 south-eastwards to pillar 8, southwards to pillar 9 westwards
to pillar 10 and south-westwards to pillar 11 on the right bank of the Godadhar river.

South—From pillar 11 last mentioned along the right bank of the Godadhar river
to the sluice gate ; thence along a line upto the Banyan treec on the Baruapatty road.

West—From the Banyan tree on the Baruapatty road in a northerly direction to

pillar 6.
warp No. IIT

North—From the Banyan treec on the Baruapatty road in a stright line to the bank
of the Godadhar river passing through the sluice gate.

East—From the point last mentioned along the right bank of the Godadhar river
to its junction with the Post Office road.

South—Post: Office road and its- continuation to pillar 3.

West—From pillar 3 in a northerly direction to pillar 4, thence eastwards to the
dispensary road and along that road to its junction with Harisabha road, thence along
the Harisabha road and Baruapatty road to the Banyan tree on the Baruapatty road.

Warp No. IV
North—From pillar 3 east to the Post Office road and along that road to the right

bank of the Godadhar river. _
FEast—From the point last mentioned along the right bank of the said river to

pillar 12.
South—From pillar 12 westwards
the northern edge of the railway road,

Works Department roads to pillar 2. - -
West—From pillar 2 a line following the eastern boundarics of villages Molatirvita

and Taimari to pillar 3.
There shall be one elected member from each of. these wards. This notification
shall supersede Notification No.425-L.S.-G., dated the 20th March 1933 and also Notifi-

cation No.1566-L.S.-G., dated 27th April 1925 so far as the latter relates to the division-
into wards of the Gauripur Small Town.
S. L. MEHTA,

Secy. to the Govt. of Assam in the Edn. & L.S.-G. Deplis.

to pillar 13, thence southwards to pillar 1 on
thence westwards along the railway and Public

; The 24th Fune 1943.

No.LMEL.137/42/16.—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 296(2)(3)
of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act I' of 1923), the Governor of Assam is
pleased to prescribe the following fees as the maxima which may be levied by the

Municipal Boards and Town Committees in Assam under section 59( 1)(k) of the said

Act on three wheeled carriages =—
Per annum
Rs.
For every service three wheeled carriage 2

For every private three wheeled carriage .
The Municipal Boards and Town Committees may vary these rates as they
please within these maxima for different kinds of carriages and carts.
S. L. MEHTA,

Secy: to the Gout. of Assam in the Edn. & L. S8.-G. Deplts.

The 6th Fuly 1943.

No. LML .218/42/15.—The extension ofjlioojl)mdary of the Dibrugarh Municipality
to the m.lc_’l-stfr:eam of the Brahmaputra and Dibru rivers necessitates the revision o
boundarics of some of the wards of that Municipality. The Governor of Assam
thereﬁ()_;e,dln Ic-)lartl:lal modification of the rules published with Notification No.2602:
T Sie s ated t e.28th Jury 1937, is pleased, in exercise of the powers conferred
by section 296 (2)(¢) of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act Iof 1923), as
subsequently amended, to make the following rules to revise the boundaries of the
following wards. ‘The number of members elected from each of these wards will

-=main the same, Z.e., one member from each ward.

o
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; ibed
The 'boundaries of the wards “effected by the new extension are descri
below :— (1) TINKUNIA WARD
. —A line along the mid-stream of len_; river. t west
lli\'llfc\):tt—l—LA linlclz cﬁtlog?'thc 1mid-stream of the Dibru river to the Cantonment we
boundary road and along the road:to Pologround road.
South—Pologround road -and Assam Trunk road. -oad, the Lodge
V\Iestw—HOSpiLtal road, from-its junction with the Assam_Trunk r0ag, >,
Street and thence a line up to the mid-stream of the Dibru river.
(2) MEDICAL WARD
North—A line along the mid-stream of the Dibyy river. _ -
'‘East—A'line from the ' mid-stream to "Lodge Street, Lodge Street, Hospital road
and ’I‘o\vn road. )
‘South—Khaliamari 'road.
West—A line from the mid-stream of t'hc ‘Dibry
the Church ‘Street and Mancotta road up to the point
road.

river-to the Police tank : mad2
where it touches the Khaliamari
(3 REHABAR I WARD
‘North—A line along the mid-stream- of the Dibry river,
East—A line from mid-stream to'Police tap) road, Police
Street and Mancotta road.
South—Rehabari road. ]
West—Marwari Street and Marwari road from Its junction with
d-a line up to mid-stream of Dibru river.
an (4) KEYAPUTTY WARD

North—A line along the mid--stream of the

river (since the Brahmaputra having come further east ¢ Meets the Dibry river on the
et urde of Keyaputty ward)., ) ' i :

nortl}z let“A line from the mid-stream of the Dibry

i road.
Mar‘ggil;‘th——’rrunk road.

West—Bever Street and a line! from Bever Street to mid-stream

putra ' river. (5) AMORAGURT WARD
th-West—A line along the mid-stream of the Brahmg
) g:;t——A'line from mid-stream to Bever Street, Bever Strlg;t:lar;d T
gemth—The(Tapajan and: line from. the month oty ot runk road.

4Pajan to the mjq.
. tra. stream
of Brahmaputra (6) NORTﬂ AMOLAPUTTY WARD
North—A line along the mid-stream of the ‘Bmhmaputr

uth of" the ' Tapajan and the Tapajan. a

mo East—Assam Trunk road and the Chowkidinghee road fr
~ ghat road.

Steﬂ%lgut%—'Railway line from Amolaputty gate to WOl"kSh(:)p _—
road-WCSt__A line from the south-west corner of Dag
the mid-stream of the Brahmaputra.

tank road, Church

Rehabari road

Dibru river

river to Marwari road. and

of the Brahma-

and thence to ‘the

m Rallway line to

‘S. L-'MEH ,
Secy. to the Gout, of Assam rtIl‘l?’E TR
S " WSl
The 6th July: 1943 Depuss.
2/15.—In exercise of the Powers
No.LML.293 /4 ; Confery dal
the Assam Municipal Act, 1923h(AssaI?T AC?-I of 1923) the Geg by SecCtion 296(2) (i) of
t ke the following rules, to have effect from the €rnor of Assany is pleased
i;) 1::;121: to be elected and thereafter, for the g

3
. at
Visiop ofet ‘:1.1]‘3)11 t-hp Town Committee
into wards and the number of members to he electeq o 00m' Dooma Small Town
said Small Town.

T each of sajd wards of the
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?

The Small Town shall be divided into four wards with the following boundaries i—

WARD No.I

North—From the north-west corner of dag No.69 along the northern  boundaries
of dags Nos. 69 and 92 up to the north-east corner of dag N0.92 of the Bisakupi grant
No.72 F.S.

East—From the north-cast corner of
Trunk Road crossing the Dibru-Sadiya R
the south-east corncr of dag No,31 of the Doom Dooma pathar village

South—From the south-east corner of dag No.34 along the north bank of the
Doom Dooma river up to the Dibru-Sadiya Railway, .., tO the south-west corner of

dag No.55 of Doom Dooma pathar gaon.
West—From the south-west corner of dag No.55 of Doom Dooma pathar gaon

along the cast of the Dibru-Sadiya Railway and along the western boundaries of dags
Nos. 321, 300 and then crosses the Dibru-Sadiya Railway at pillar No.18 of the
Doom Dooma town, passes along the western boundary of dag No.l of Doom Dooma
Town and then along the western boundaries of dags Nos.75, 73, 72 and 69 of Bisakupi
grant No. 72 F.S. up to the north-west corner of dag No.69.
WARD No.II
the north-east of dag ! 0.92 of Bisakupi grant
and Dibru-Sadiya Railway and al(,n};' the

northern boundary ol dag No.32 till it mects the western boundary of dag No.83 an
then along the western and northern boundarics of dag No.83 till it crosses the gm‘dcn
road rcprc:scntcd by dags Nos.30 and 43 and then along the cast of the garden rod
to the north-west corner of dag No.545 and then along the northern Dboundaries of
dags Nos.545, 510, 511, 512, 513, 517, 534, 535, 536, 537, 538, 541, 542 and 540 up
to triangular piliar No.6 on the Bordubi Road. -
Fast— From the triangular pillar No.6 on the Bordubi Road on the north-

corner of Doom Dooma Town along the eastern boundary of dag No.539 up to {riangu-

lar pillar No.8 of Doom Dooma Town.
gouth—From the pillar No.8 along the north of the Bordubi Road (dags Nos.522

and 361) and the Kamarputly Road (dag No.164) of Doom Dooma Town up to the

triangular pillar No.17 on the west of the Trunk Road.
West—From the pillar No.17 along the west of the Trunk
cast corner of dag No.92 of Bisakupi grant No.72 B.S.
WARD No.III
North—From the triangular pillar No.15 of Doom Dooma Town along the
northern boundary of Bordubi Road up to pillar No.8 of Doom Dooma Town.
East & South—From the pillar No.8 the boundary runs along the eastern and ;
southern boundarics of dags Nos.533, 532, 530, 529 and 463, 462, 461, 458, 445 nd
446 up to the pillar No.30 of Doom Dooma Town.
West— From the pillar No. 30 along the west of the Tara Road up to the point
where this road meets the Kumarputty Road and Bardubi Road.
WARD No.IV
0.17 on the Trunk Road along the north of the Kumar-

here it meets the Tara Road.
Road and Tara Road, along the

dag No.92 along the west edge of the Assam
ailway up to the Doom Dooma river, i.t, to

-

North—From the triangular pillar to
No.72 F.S. and across the Trunk Road

cast

Road up to the north-

North—From. the pillar N
putty road up to the point W
EFast— From the junction of the Kumarputty

west of the Tara Road up to the pillar No.30.
South—From the pillar No.30 along the north bank of the Doom Dooma river
up to the south-east corner of dag No.34 of Doom Dooma pathar gaon.
" West—From the south-east corncr of dag No.34 (i.e., the Doom Dooma river
brldgTﬁ) along the west of the Trunk Road up to the pillar No.17 of the Town.
Tll:zzg Sl:fﬁ}asbihor‘:f clected dmcmber for - each of thesc wards.
. hall supersede those published with Notification No0.1602-1..5.-G.
dated the 30th April 1925, so far as Doom Dooma Small Town is concerned. 1 :
S. .. MEHTA, -
Secy. to the Govl. of Assam inthe Edn. and L.S.-G ., Deptis. !

. e AT T -
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APPENDIX B
List of Supplementary Demands for grants for

1943-44
(To be discussed and voted by the Assembly on the 25th November, 1943)

No. 1
THE HoN’BLE MAULAVI SATvID SIR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir,
to move that an additional sum of Rs.25,300 be granted to the Minister-in-chargc to
defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
the 31st March 1944 for the administration of the head 25— Genera] Administra-
tion’’.

v ' Rs.
Grant originally voted by the Assembly 24.18.600
I1.—Sub-heads under which this supplementary grant wil] he T
accounted for :—
M (5§.—Civil Secretariat—Pub]icity Department ..
Deduct—Grant-in-aid by the Government of India for the g -.43,080
Publicity Organisation ... B

—17,780
Total 25,300
EXPLANATORY NOTE T ITE, o

1. Non-contract contingencies—A sum of Rs.25,000 is required to meet
for licence fees, batteries, aerial and earth wires, additiona] loudS])ea.kerE gharg‘is
installation equipment, etc., for community radio receivers which are o iar} other
in selected places of the province for the purpose of broadeasting A I.R Cl;nstalled
rogramines and other educative and entertainment Programmes, ete. ‘for"th -B.C,,
of the public. The Government of India have under Lease-Leng Proce g benefit
a number of wireless sets from the U.S. A. and have allotted 65 Suchre obtamc.d
province on payment of out-of-pocket expenses only, such as freight incurSe(tis to this
Government of India. In other provinces community receivers haye T ri{ DY
as have the few already working in Assam. This s a great opporty proved Popular
important rural centres in  dircct contact with the SOUrces of cepy ) S1]
material. Moreover, if a transmitting station is established ip SR al publicity
could be done in the way of Spreading education and brightcning Villasis Much good
community receiving sets. g

2. It is proposed to establishaSong Publicity Organisatiop, in A
after t‘hc formatlo_n of the Department of Information and Broadcastin séam. Soon
of India, an experiment was made in doing propaganda of a]j kinds fo% thoverm‘nem
the rural areas through Songs and poems. It was thought tha¢ this meth‘f-_, duph& of
® i Would

had been rouscci_and develop_ed through the medi_um of s(mm")tlonfl :f the People
roved an unqualified success ip places such as Delhi, the Punja}, g thScheme has
will give a long-desired scope for the expressicn of local taleng. Th eU. p It
India are bearing the fu.ll cost of the scheme and the Assam GOVernm Overnment“of
2 administer an organisation on an experimental basis and thou " nt haye agreed
to t by the Government of Indja, the charge must for technica] ull cost will b
me incial budget and as it was not included in the origing) b Easo. aPpear 1y the
Ie);?;;ed as a supplementary demand. The schep]e is _likely s gf’te t.hls hag no e
the end of this month a“_d ]{11 e of ,RS-17,780_ Including the pay of thn 2 Operatioy b
Organiser and his staff for t ¢ rest of the year is required. ¢ Song Publiciey
g 3. Allowances and honoraria —A conference of newspa
and Pregs representatives was held in September last to dis b .
food situation. The arrangement was much appreciated zpq S relating to the

rove most effective in a Lountry where for centuries the nobler e
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the Government organisation. The newspaper

contact between the journalists and
allowance for their journcys and a sum of about

editors had to be given travelling
Rs.300 was spent for the purpose.
= No. 2
1'uE HoN’BLE SRIJUT RUPNATH BRAHMA to move:i—
tion of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to
| sum of Rs. 21,894 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
ch will come in the course of payment during the year ending
he administration of the head *¢ 27—Administration

On the recommenda
move that an additiona

defray certain charges whi
on the 3:st March 1944 for t

of Justice.”
Rs.
Grant originally voted by the Assembly 8,17,800
JI.—Sub-head under which the supplementary grant will
be accounted for :—
21,894

C.—Administrator General and Official Trustee
EXPLANATORY NOTE

have been found on the dead bodies of refugees from
to Assam through the north east corner of the Province.
In the absence of pames or of any particulars, it was found impossible to trace any
of their next-of-kin. It was, therefore, decided with the approval of the Government
of India to credit the amounts to provincial revenues under the ¢« XXI—Administra-
tion of Justice ” and to sanction an equivalent grant 1O a fund called the Refugee
Orphan Trust Fund. Uptill now Rs. 21,894 has been credited to provincial revenues
for which a corresponding grant is necessary from provincial revenues. The

Assembly is, therefore, asked to vote 2 sum of Rs. 21,894,
No.

3
ulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA to move :—
dation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to

move that an additional sum of Rs. 15.,263 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
defray certain charges which will come 11 the course of payment during the year ending
the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head <¢29—Police”.

Rs.

Various sums of money
Burma who made their way in

The Hon’ble Ma
On the recommen

Grant originally voted by the Assembly 32,15,000
11.—Sub-heads under which the supplementary grant will
be accounted for :—
B.—District Executive Force —
(a) District Police—
1. Pay of establishment 5,952
2. Allowances and honoraria 1,996
3. Contingencies .- o 3,773
K.—Works—
1. Original works 3,542
@ —
Total ... 15,263

—

EXPLANATORY NOTE

1. There is at present a patrol post at Chabua subor
Station. This outpost has now within. its jurisdiction very 1
there has been a large influx of personnel including foreign labour. In view of the

abnormal situation deseribed above which prevails in the Tinsukia jutisdiction and its
neighbourhood it is high time that the Chabua patrol post should now be raised 10 the
status of a full-fledged Police Station ; as otherwise the very large volume of activity
throughout Dibrugarh and Tinsukia thanas makes it almost impossible to pI‘O"’ide

adequate police supervision. It has also become necessary to split up the Police
and the other at Margherita.

Inspccé(_)lt’s ci;'clc at Tinsukia into two—one at Tinsukia
An additiona staff of one Sub-Inspector and eight constables for Chabua DPolice Station

dinate to the Tinsukia Polic
important installations an
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and one Inspector, one Assistant Sub-Inspector and one constable for the Margherita
Circle is necessary and they have already been entertained from the middle of Septem-
ber 1943 in anticipation of the vote of the Assembly.

The ultimate cost of the proposal would be as follows :—

Rs.
(1) Chabua Police Station 5,345 (recurring).
165 (recurring) from 2nd
year.
Non-recurring e Nil.
(2) Margherita Circle e 4,354 (recurring).
73 {recurring) from 2nd
Non-recurring Nil. et

During the current year, an additional sum of Rs. 7,7

pLtpase a5 shovny below e 00 will be required for the

1. Pay of establishment % 2%;.5
2. Allowances, etc. "4
3. Contingencies ... 72(3)
4. Works 3,542

Total ... 7700

2. There has for a considerable time been a public dem
outposts in Shillong angl also for improvement in the speed at
taken for the investigation of ordinary crime, such as
also been brought to the notice of Government that Police patr
times of excitement such as have occurred in recent years. The town has 1
with a population of various origin, owing to war time changes, and the eg;i:?itné gprc?l‘iz:g

staff has been completely- outgrown in a very short period of tim

effectively with crime in Shillong and also to ensure prope 5- In order to deal
different races living in close proximity in the town Government 3
with eflect from the Ist December 1943 an additional staff of twopg?ﬁﬁsle : satnctlor;
Police and four constables, unarmed branch for the Shillong Police Stat e

two Head Constables and thirty-one Constables, all in e lon and also

5 po'lIi‘%e olit,posttto bet O%eied at Laitumkhrah, Shillong. ariaed. bmanols;. for
¢ ultimate cost of the proposal wo [ —
(1) Shillong Police Sta,tig)n——l-) e R 55

(Recurring)

(Maintenance of kit from 9nd year) 4,341

) Non-recurnpg for buildings L

(2) Laitumkhrah Police outpost— 12,324
(Recurring) = Pl

(Maintenance of kit from 2nd year) 13,309

Non-recurring for buildings 1,095

37,676

The necessary buildings for the proposed staff are et}
for the construction of buildings inclu£ngpcost_ of land, Zstt(l:r-natzcti o cost Rg, 37,676
Rs. 12,324 for the Sub-Inspectors’ quarters at Sl.nll.ong Police ’S ag altumkhrah and
have decided to postpone the construction of buildings ti]] the pri :
ials and labour fall, if it is possible to house the staff Meantipm, lces of builg
During the current year an additional sum of Rs, 7,563 :;lillhlred houses,

purpose as shown below :— € required for the
1. Pay of establishment Rs.
2. Allowances, etc. 2,59gg
3. Contingencies ... ;,,050

Total oii 7,568
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No. 4

Tuae Hon’eLE KHAN BAHADUR Mavravi SAYTDUR RAHMAN to move :i—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to
move that an additional sum of Rs.48,342 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head ¢«37_FEducation (Other than

European)”.
Rs.

Grant originally voted by the Assembly 43,90,500
I1.—Sub-heads under which the supplementary grant will be accounted for—
1. University Education, Assam Government Arts Colleges—
4.—Contingencies—Non-contract 12,814
2. E.—Government Secondary Schools—(a) Secondary Schools for
boys—4—Contingenci es—Non-Contract . vow 16,778
3. F.—Direct Grants to Non-Government  Sccondary Schools—

2 Non-recurring grants 12,500
4. N.—Direct grants to Non-Government Special Schools—Recur-
ring grants 6,250
———————
Total ... 48,342
e e

EXPLANATORY NOTE

1. The additional grant of Rs.12,814 is nccd‘cd for payment of rent of houses hired
for the messes for the students as well as for the accommodation of a part of tl}e
Cotton College, the buildings of which have been taken over by the Military Author?

e 2. The additional amount of Rs.16,778 is required for payment of rent for the
buildings hired for the accommodation of the (1) Cotton Collegiate School, Gauhati,
(2) Jorhal: Government High Sc}lool and (3) prgong Government High School an
the attached hostel buildings owing to the taking over by the Military Authorities ©

the said buildings. . . L.
3. The additional sum of Rs.12,500 18 required for giving non-recurring grants
to certain non-Government Secondary Schools, as the provision was left out thi‘ough

i htl .
oversf The additional amount of Rs.6,250 1is

in giving increased grants to some

ready made 1 ] ) it
rasas. Through misunderstanding less provisio

No. 5

ss MAVIS DUNN to move:—
ency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Si?

000 be granted to the Minister-in-charg®

the course of payment during the
blic

required to mect the commitment al-
aided Madrasas and aids to new Mad-
n was made in the budget.

Tae HON’BLE M1
On the recommendation of His Excell
to move that an additional sum of Rs.2,79,

to defray certain charges which will come in the : ¢
year ending the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head ¢‘39—Pu

Healt e
Rs

Grant originally voted by the Assembly ... 8’88’100
11—Sub-heads under. which the supplementary grant will be accounted for—
A -- Public He_alth Establishment—
(@) Superintendence and other establishments—
Non-contract contingencies 25,000
(b) ¥ COI'!tTaC!: Contingﬂncies . e 4 000
C.—Epidemic Diseases— ’
(a) Malaria ... 2 50,000
see era ] E R

Total ... 3,79,000

74

gy

- . P
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

A.-— Public Health Establishment-—-Superintendence and other establishments
— Contingencies —The extra amount is due to unusual demand of vaccine lymph in

connection with mass inoculation of the people against small-pox infection. Tt is also
due to abnormal increase in prices of calves.

C.— Epidemic Diseases — (a) Malaria—The extra amount is required. to
mect the cost of quinine which the Public Health Department is to purchase in a
very large quantity for supply to all classes of consumers in the Province, under the
present system cf controlled supply of quinine. Consumers who used to obtain their
supply direct are now supplied from the Provincial stock at Shillong or through the

Government agent appointed by the Government. The expenditure will be recovered
by sale of the quinine.

No. 6.
THr HoN’BLE Srijur HIRENDRA CHANDRA C

On the recommendation ol His Ewccllcn(‘y the Governo i

n ! 3 > r of Assam o]
move that an add1'uonal_ sum of Rs.3,514 be granted to the l\{inister-in-c’halrol')ec%s ggﬁ_;

certain charges which will come in the course of Payment during the veatiendioe th‘é
31st March 1944 for the administration of the head *47—DMiscellaneouys Departments”

HAKRAVARTY to move :— :

Rs.
Grant originally voted by the Assembly 1,00.300
IT.—Sub-heads under which the supplementary grant wil] be
accounted for—
B.—Labour ... 3,514

EXPLANATORY NOTE

- 1. The Government of India have instituted a scheme for preparing cost of livin
indices throughout India in respect of industrial labour in which they undertake tg
contribute 50 per cent. of the total expenditure to be incurred on Provincial staffs
Son.c delay has been caused by discussion as to the inclusion of plantation labour irl
the scheme.  The Government of India have finally expressed certain difficulties at
present in including plantation labour, and as the scheme is now in ¢ i
in India, it has been decided, subject to final approval of the Gover
have three centres at Gauhati, Tinsukia and Silchar for collection
purpose.  For the execution of the scheme the services of four Invcstigators and one
Statistical Assistant wil] he necessary for the present. The cost of pay, travelling ]|
ance of th.esq officers as also of the Labour Commissioner and Assistant Labour dgom awa
sioner, Printing of forms, stationery, contingencies, etc.,amounts to Rs.9,164 per anngns-
In addition, Rs.360 V;illl be required as honoraria to clerks of the Deputy COInmiss' m.
ers’ offices fo];" COS'IFCU(?%‘ pr}ilce figures ag_ the thr.ec centrtes. : Ilt is still h ion-

eme can be utilized for the urpose of estimating cost of liyip i
igral cost of the scheme v\_rill, thlz-ref_ore, be R_s.9,524.. The supplenngentralu-gfar 32?;21' d The
been prepared on the basis of appointment with effect from the 14 s nd has
Half the cost will be borne by the Government of India, er 1943,

The details of the cost are as below :—

1. Pay of establishment Rs.
9. Allowances, etc. i’}gg
3. Contingencies i s

Total 2,629
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2. Due to increased work in the Office of the Labour Commissioner, Assam, conse-

nt on entrusting him with the work of operating the Workmen’s Compensation Act,

que
an Accountant on Rs.135 per mensernl,

an additional grant of Rs.885 is required for
two lower division clerks on Rs.55 per mensem each and a typist on Rs.50 per menscm
for three months during the current financial year. He is alrcady responsible for pay-
ment of compcnsation to the Indian Tea Association and Tea Districts Labour Associa-
tion labourers engaged in Government projects in ficld service areas and Govern ment
consider it important to cnsurc that the intcrests of minors are adequately protected by
investing the sums payable on their behalf in the first instance and making lump pay-
ment only after due enquiry into their needs. The discharge of compensation Cases
has hitherto been done by Deputy Commissioners but it can no doubt be more eflici-
ently and appropriatcly carried out by the Labour Commissioner.
, No. 7

Tue HoN'BLE DR. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA to move :—

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, t0
move that an additional sum of Rs.20,500 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to
defray certain charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head «43—Industries”.

Grant originally voted by the Assembly Rs.2,41,500.

I1.—Sub-heads under which the supplementary grant will be accounted for—
Rs.

A .—Industrial development 20,500

EXPLANATORY NOTE

() Government sanc'tioncd a sum of Rs.9,006 during L_hc current year, to be met
e accumulated savings from the Government of India grant for development
Industry in the province, for expansion of the marketing sec-
¢ could not be foreseen, no provision was made in the current

from th :
of hand-loom Weaving

tion. As the expenditur

year’s budget. ) .
Government also sanctioned the continuance of the appointment i -

b ¢ oL RUE & ppoint s made in con
plies and it is estimated that the expenditure during the cur-

nection with the war sup th
rent year will amount £0 Rs.11,500. No provision was made in the current year’s

pudget for this, as the expenditure could not be foreseen.
So a demand for supple mentary grant of Rs.20,500 is necessary for both purposes:
This does not affect the Provincial Revenucs as the expenditure will be met from the

grants received from the Government of India.

No. 8
Tue Hon’BLE DR. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA to move :(—
On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, t0
t a sum of Rs.12,934 be granted to the Minister-in-charge to defl‘ay’cert’ain
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending the 31st
March 1944, for the administration of the head ¢‘42—Co-operation”.

Rs.1,74,800

Grant originally voted by the Assembly
11.—Sub-heads under which the supplementary grant will be accounted for—

move tha

A.—Direction :(— Rs.
Pay of officers 3,984
Allowances and honoraria . 2,000

Total _-5-— i
B.—Superintendence— ——’984—-
Pay of establishment 4,620
Allowances and honoraria ... .. ” 1’750
Contingencies o _' o ’580
Total 6,950

Grand Total 1233:;
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

1. While making the appointments of the Assista_u]: Director of Ind1§str1e5 and tclll_e
Deputy Registrar of Co-operative Societies it was anticipated that the excess expen 1;‘
ture could be met from the savings in the current year’s budget but in consequence o
the expansion of the Departments and strengthening of the staff, the provision under
¢ miscellaneous contract contingencies > has proved to be inadequate and the savings
previously anticipated wil] have to be utilised for the purpose. Further as the appoint-

ments are likely to be continued, provision for § months is required. Hence a supple-
mentary demand for a grant of Rs.5,984 is necessary.

2. Government have also sanctioned the

of co-operative societies with their staff for supervision of the consumers co-operative
stores, which are being started throughout the province with a view to solving the

difficult problem of equitable distribution of food-stuffs ang other essential commodi-
ties to the general public. The estimated expenditure for 31
year comes to Es.6,950, As this expenditure

1d : = months of the current
: cou not be foreg S

mnde in the current Year’s budget. €en, no Provision was
Rs.6,950 is necessary.,

Hence a demand for Sapplementary grant of

appointment of ten additional Inspectors

Statement showing by major heads th

€ amounts of § 1
which the Assem ot Supplementary Grants

bly are asked to vote in the present session

Grant originally
voted by the Number
Heads Assembly and Grant asked Grant as i of
authenticated for in Present will finally supplemen-
y session stand tary
H. E. demand
1 2 3 4 5
el . SN Sttt
Rs. Rs. Rs.
25.—General Administration 24,18,600 25,300 24,43,900 1
27.—Administration of Justice ., 8,17,800 21,894 8,39,694 2
20.—Police . 32,15,000 15,263 32,30,263 3
37.—Education (Other than FEuro- 43,90,500 48,342 44,38 842 4
pean). '
39.—Public Health o s 8,88,100 2,79,000 11,67,100 5
3 L]
42.--Co-operation 2 = 174,800 12,934 1,87,734 8
3
43.—Industries .. - : 2ALS00 20,500 2,62,000 7
Cod | 3
47.—Miscellaneous Departments .. 109;500 3,514 1,03,814 6
3 3
—— ——————-——._____ o
1,22,46,600
Total .. s 142,40, 4,26,747 1,26,73,347 -
— | 1235
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APPENDIX C
Note on the present financial situation of the province with refer-
nce to the actual receipts and expenditure of the year 1942-43

e
as compared with the revised for the year

I..—SUMMARY

SR e -
Revised Actuals Results -+ or —
s, Trs. Trs.

Revenue receipts 3,44,34 3,87,19 +42,85

Capital revenuss 10,33,31 17,53,46 +41,20,15
Total receipts .. 13,77,65 21,10,65 -+17,63,00

Opening balance Eer 79,77 79,71

Grand total .. 14,57,42 22,920,142 47,63,00

Revenue expenditure .- wie 3,53,86 3,54,68 482
capital cxpcnditure .- 10,27,17 17,35,09 +4-17,07,92
Total expenditure 13,81,03 20,89,77 +17,08,74

alance . - 76,39 1,30,65 +4-54,26

Closing P

1. The revised estimates for thre year 1942-43 which were prepared in January last,

ci the receipts for the year at Trs. 1(3,77,65 and the expenditure at T'rs. 13,81,03,

lace Lticipating 2 closing balance of Trs. 76,39. 'The final accounts of the year,

thus aer show that receipts amounted to Trs. 21,40,65 and charges to Trs. 20,89,77,

howeV su’lting in a surplus closing balance of Trs. 1,30,65. This difference in the

thus ¢ balance was due to better collections of Agricultural Income-tax (I'rs. 11,69),

closngevcnue (Trs. 20,45), Forests Trs. 6,00) and other taxes and duties (Trs. 5,11).

Land nexPCCth increases turned the anticipated revenuc deficit of Trs. 9,52
Tizesznli:xcess o' revenue over expenditure amounting to Trs. 32,51.

into

II.—REVENUE
ised estimates and the final actuals for the year 1942-43 are compared in

9. The rev
the following table :— B
Results
= Revised Actuals —

Increase Decrease
Trs. Trs. Trs. Trs.
stoms .. : - r 9,98 9,64 i s 34
I;\';Elfi'axcs on Income other than Corporation Tax . . 48,30 59:99 11,69 o
R —Land Ry . | 1,38,44 1,58,89 20,45 S
Y11 —Provincia s L] 25,00 20,72 L 4,28
1x.—~StamP5 . . o 12,20 14,29 2,09 i




T
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II.—REVENUE.—concld.
Results
2 Revised Actuals
Increase | Decrease
= Trs. Trs. Trs. Trs.
X.—TForest 31,37 37,31 6,00
XI.—Registration .. % 2,26 2,19 o 55
XII.—Receipts under Motor Vehicles Taxation Act 5,70 6,43 3 1
:’}:QI.H;(-)tIICI- taxes and duties ) P 6,96 12.07 5,11 3
XX .—Interest so 49 70 21 a7
XXNI.—Administration of Justice 1,80 2 46 66 ne
XXII[.—]Jails and Convict Scttlements 42 ’33 ¥
NXIII.—Police v 35 68 33 9
XXIV.—Ports and Tilotage 1
NXVI.—Education 3.16 iay 3 1
XX VIT.—Medical L1l e 2 -
XNXVIII.—Public Health 2,09 3,04 95 -
XNXIX.—Agriculture 2,63 2740 5
XXX.—Veterinary 13 ~’37 - a3
XXXI.-—Co-operation 9 8 ; 2
XXXII.—Industries .. 47 50 '3 (li
XXXIV.—Miscellancous Departments 48 50 2
XXXIX.—Civil Works ‘. 11,03 8,46 2,57
XLIV.— ‘eceipts in aid of Superannuation 36 1,97 1,61 :
XLV.— Stationery and Printing 87 74 Ty 13
XLVI.—Miscellancous e s 3,87 5,02 1,15
XLIX.—Grant-in-aid from Central Government 30,00 30,00 * i
L.—Miscellaneous adjustments between Central 3 1 "9
and Provincial Governments.
Lxtraordinary receipts 3,34 2,36 .
Civil Defence '50 19 29 5
Total Revenue receipts 3,44,34 3,87,19 51,64 8,79
LN J
442,85
Public Debt i 1,84,00 2,75,00 91,00 i
State Provident Funds L 5 .. L2 18,34 17,11 . 1,23
Appropriation for reduction or avoidance of debt 3,94 4,19 25 -
Depreciation Reserve Fund—
GOVCI'_nmont Press 18 19 1 .
Ilggpn_sus of Local Funds—
1strict Funds ¢ 1,87
Other Funds o - ;g'g{s) }?,g:—l; 1,16 ;
g?gal'lmcnt_al and Judicial deposits— ; : :
il Deposits 0 i 40,38 65,89 25,51 65
Other Accounts ‘ 3
At 5,86 3,89 : 1,97
Sus[;::rxﬁis 16,03 21,76 5,73 a3
. st . e o . 83,85 A 41,92
Lnnn_s and advances by the Provincial Government 7:88 4};’3? : 93
Remittances within India 6,22,00 12,66:41 6,:1,4-,41
Total Capital revenues 10,33,31 19,53, 46 7,68,07 1 47,92
sL ~ Lo
-+17,20,15
| —_— |
Grand total v aca 13,77.65
o 21,40,65 8,19,71 56,71
L
T +17,63,00
g, Suntsdlindl I
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<

The more important variations arc explained below :(—

'IV-—Tflxes on Income (--Trs. 11, 69).—Due to larger receipts from the Assam
Agrlcultural' Income-tax than anticipated partly as a result of increased profits by
tea companies in the calendar year 1941 and partly due to larger advance pay-
ments made by tea companies on account of 1941-42 before assessments were  Com- '¥
pleted. g

VIl—Land Revenue (- Trs. 20,45).—Due to better collections under “T'empo- i
rarily-Settled Estates’, the withdrawal of the temporary remission from 1st April 1943,
resulting in more prompt payment of land revenue by the ryots. The extremely
favourable price received by the ryots for their paddy was also a contributory
factor to their carly payment.

VIIT.— Provincial FExcise (—Trs. 4,28).—Duc to difliculty in obtaining supplies
owing to lack of transport especially in the closing months of the year.

1 X.—Stamps (+ Trs. 2,09).—Duc to more demands for stamps owing to the
increase in the number of transfers of landed property partly caused by the war but
mainly to more money being available for such transactions as a result of large earn-

ings by the labouring classes from Defence projects.

Xo_TForests (- Trs. 6,00).—Due to delay in payments by the Central Government
for supplies connccted with the war it was anticipated that outstandings would
amount to Trs. 10,00 but the steps taken to speed up such payments reduced this
carry—forward to Trs. 4,00,

XI11—Other laxes and duties(--Trs. 5,11).—Due to larger consumption by the
Military authoritics in the closing months of the ycat of petrol on which tax is realised.

Y X XIX.—Civil Works (—Trs. 2,57).—Due to a sma}lcr subvention from the
Central Road Development fu_nfl owiqg to the pre-occupation of t.hc Public Works
Department on works of military importance and smaller receipts from tolls on
roads as a result of petrol rationing. - .

X LIV.— Receipls i aid of superannuation (+ Trs. 1,61).—Due mainly to larger
recoverics from the (,'entral Goycrnmcnt for _Pul)]lc Works' ‘cslablishmcm, etCs; Ene
plo ed on Defence pI'O_]C‘CtS and _fOr that portion of the additional police, the cost of
which is borne !?y the Central Government. )

LV I.— Miscellaneois (+ Trs. 1,15).—Due to larger receipts of unclaimed deposits.

Capital Revenues (+ Trs. 7,20,15).—Receipts and expenditure under these heads are
of a fluctuating nature and accurate estimates arc not possible. An increase or decrease

ollowed by a similar increase or decrease 1n expenditure. The largest

in receipt is : o : : .o,
ifr;riation ;s under the head ““Remittances within India” over which the Provincial &
Government have 1o control. f
; I11.—EXPENDITURE 3
3 Revised €3 timates and the final actuals for the year 1942-43 are comparcd ;
below in the following table :—
i ST -
Results
Revised Actuals
e
Increase Decrease
'_—--v———'__'__'__-_.__'—_'_
Trs Trs. Trs. Trs.
4.—Taxes on Income other than Corporation Tax 48 43 5
7____Land Rcvcnuff &£F .. - 17,51 17)08 . 43
g Provincial BExcise o .- - 3,87 3,78 i 9
9.—Stamps e % .- - 41 44 3 D
10.—Forests | kil i Gk 5 25,58 25,27 e 31
11.—Registration - L o 1.58 1,63 5
ccount of Motor V ) i
12~C23s;lgﬁ(;n ace i chicles Taxa- 3,99 2,58 . 1,41
13.—Other taxes and]:du]f;esk S - B " i
- B 3 smbankmen B .
lBB.—-N::l)\;;igsgfuon, and Drainage 49 | 317 - Sl .18
— it e e SIS .

& ., . v, e e
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III.—EXPENDITURE—concld.
Results
Revised Actuals
—— Increase Decrease
Trs Trs. Trs. Trs.
22.—Interest on debt and other obligations 1,92 1,72 % 20
Interest on Unfunded debt By 4’63 4’51 12
Interest portion of equated payments on _’37 87 oy
account of commuted value of pension. i
Appropriation for reduction or avoidance 3,88 3,88 .
of ({Lgra o Y 2 2
25.—Genera ministration
27.—Administration of Justice f?’?é ?g’}f?‘ o } 4
28.—Jails and Convict Settlements 3 6,10 7’71 l 61
29.*‘"1’0“0(}' . 5 & = 35’95 44’]1 8’16 b
30.—Ports and Pilotage e a9 2 ’ a
36.—Scientific Departments 6 6 R
37.—Education ; 43,62 44,24 62 o
38, — Medical : 14,67 14,88 21 v
39.—Public Health 9,33 9,75 42 e
40.—Agriculture : 12,84 12,66 g
41.—Veterinary 2,20 2,04 16
42.—Co-operation 1,81 1,88 7 "
43.—Industries i 2,57 2,45 . 12
47.—Miscellaneous Departments 1,01 1,01 :
50.—Civil Works 46,16 39,95 4 ' 6 91
54A.—Famine Relief ‘g - I 60 35 3 "a5
55 —Superannuation allowances and pensions 24,62 24,71 15
56.—Stationery and Printing ., 4.49 3.56 i i g%
57.—Mliscellancous 20,04 20i44~ 40 1
63.—Extraordinary charges " 43 9 5 34
64B.—Civil Defence .. .. 16,14 15,93 : 21
Total Revenue heads 3,53,86 3,54,68 12,29 11,47
—
+82
Capital Expenditure—
83.—Payment of commuted value of pensions not 1,96 1,64 32
charged to Revenue.
85A.—Capital outlay on Provincial schemes 46,22 72,81 26,59 r
connected with the War,
Public Debt o k 1,34,00 1,93,00 59,00 .
State Provident Funds . 13,26 16,41 3,15
Sinking Fund investment account 2 o 3,88 3,88 o i
Depreciation Reserve Fund—Government Press 15 o i 13
District Funds o 39,00 38,76 i
Other Funds . e 10,35 10,67 39 24
Departmental and Judicial— =
Deposits—Civil Deposits i 42,20 58,46 16,26
Other Accounts as ; 5,86 5,02 . 8 :
Advances 16,38 33,34 16,96 4
Suspense .. .- < s i 84,15 42,49 g %
Loans and advances })Ydthc Provincial Government 1,76 5,06 =3 41,66
itte ithin Indi 2 e
Remittances within a - __._.E 2,00_ 12,52, 65 6,30,65 1,80
tal Capital, Debt and Deposit heads 10,27,1 TP IR e £y .
To P 3 P 227,17 17335,09 7,52,93 45,01
Ll Uenbua
3 : —_— +17,07,92
and tota i % T S TR e e
o1 13,81,03 20,89,77 7,65,22 56,48
222 4
+7,08,74
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‘I'he more important variations are explained below :

12.— Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act(—T'rs. 1,11)
to smaller expenditure on projects financed from the surplus proceeds of the Assam
Motor Vehicles Taxation Act.

28.— Fails and Convict  Settlement—( -+ Trs. 1,61)—Due to increased expenditure
mainly owing to the rapid rise in prices of food-stuffs towards the close of the year

—Mainly due

and partly to an increasc in the number of prisoners.
29.— Police (+ Trs. 8,16).—The increasc 1s mainly due to the payment of the usual

contribution towards the cost of the Assam Rifles (T'rs. 6,06), to the additional police
entertained to cope with the war cmergency, and to the rise in prices of food-stufls,
etc. No provision was made in the revised for the payment of the contribution
towards the cost of the Assam Rifles as it was hoped that the province would be
relieved of this charge during the war while the full contribution expected from the
Central Government towards part of the cost of the additional police did not mater-
ijalize. Both these matters are still under correspondence.

50.—Civil Works (—17s5.6,21)—Due to smaller expenditure on works financed from
the Central Road Development Fund and the surplus proceeds from the Assam Motor
Vehicles Taxation Act, but mainly on account of larger recoveries from the Central
Government on account of establishment employed on Defence projects.

85A.—Capital Outlay on Provincial Schemes connected with the War { | Trs.26,59).—
The increase is mainly due to more advances to Government Agents [or the purchase
of food-stufls.
1V—1943-44.

4. Prospects for 1943-44.—The total provincial revenue receipts for the first
half-year amounted to Trs.1,55,36 as compared with Trs. 1,31,14 during the corres-
ponding period of 1942-43. The increase of Trs. 42, 22 during the current year is
due to better collection of Agricultural Income-tax (Trs.8,79), Stamps (Trs. 3,32) due
to an increase in the number of transfers of property, Forests (Trs. 3,64) as a result
of war demands, and Other Taxes and Duties (Trs. 10,75) due to larger recoveries of

etrol tax from the Military, partly counterbalanced by a decrease of Trs. 7,92
under Land Revenue owing to smaller collections. It is not possible at this staL’.‘e’ to
say accurately what the actual position at the end of the year will be, but the total
revenue is likely to be higher than estimated in the original budget by about Rs. 30

lakhs.
The expenditure under revenue heads during the first half of the year amounted to

Trs. 2,37,48 against Trs. 1,74,24 during the corresponding period of last year. The
variation between the two years’ actuals is the result of variations under different
heads and due to the drawal of two months’ pay in the month of September 1943
owing to the Puja vacation commencing on the 29th September 1943, to the grant of
rice concession and increased dearness allowance to Government servants owin.g to the
rise in prices of food-stuffs, to increased expenditure on jail, medical and police
supplies in view of the unprecedented rise in prices and to larger expenditure on Civil
Defence as a result of the recommendations of the Area Adviser, the Government of
India’s contribution towards which will not be received till towards the close of the
year.
In view of the sudden and unprecedented rise in the cost of rice Government
il’lstitl..ltcd a system of supply of rice at concession rates to all Government servants
drawing a salary of Rs. 200 per month or less with effect from the Ist June 1943, but
this hgddto b(-:c; revised with effect from 1st July 1943 and the concession had o hE
extended to &sovernment servants whose pay does not exceed Rs. 300 a month witl
effect from the 3rd September 1943 Government further decided th c LU
ment servants drawing ‘a pay not ab ent tu ecided that all Govern-
of substituting for dearness al] above Rs. 200 per month will be given the option
families, the issue for themselves ovivance and rice concessions to themselves and their

alone of a free ration-according to a daily scale, This

is estimated to cost about Trg. 9 : -
1520 19— MiscelTancous”, - 29,93 and is debitable to the revenue account under the







