


Proceedings of the Twelfth Session of the  First Assam Legislative
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Govern-
ment of of India Act, 1935.

I'he Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A.MmM. on
Thursday, the 11th March, 1943.

PRESENT

The Hon'ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Spcaker, in the Chair, the
nine Hon’ble Ministers and thirty-nine Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(to which oral answers were given)
Insufficiency of food-stuffs in the Province

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked:

*§. (a) Are Government aware that the people of the Province are
passing through a severe crisis for insufficiency of food-stufls 2

5) 1fso, what action Government have taken or are taking to re-
move such insufficiency ?

(¢) Are Government aware that the farmers and cultivators are
undergoing serious hardships for not being allowed to export paddy and
rice within the Province ? = Mo £7)

(d) Is it a fact that the District Magistrates and bul:dlwsmr-ml_OFﬁ_
cers have stopped export of paddy and rice even within their own jurisdic-
tions ? :

(¢) Is it a fact that Government are going to control the price of
paddy and rice by fixing their rates ? » ]
propose to take into consideration the

(f) If so, do Government C J )
price of other daily necessaries of life at the present time 1n fixing the rates of

paddy and rice ? 2

(2) Are Government aware that the cultivators are to depend most-
ly on the income of their agricultural produce 7 ; ;

*9, (a) Are Government aware that profiteering 1in articles such as salt,

sugar, mustard oil, kerosene, etc., is going on 1n the Province ?

(b) Will Government be pleased to state what steps they have taken
or propose to take to stop such proliteering ? iy,

(¢) Are Government aware that in the district of Sylhet the Prica
COHtl’Ol COIHI’I’.\iUCCS are dcfunc[ now ? p

(d) Do Government propose to form Price Contiol Committees
again in each of the Subdivisions of the District of Sylhet with officials and
leading non-officials ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir M UHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : I
8. (a)—Government are aware that there isinsufficie :
food-stuftfs but staple food are available. | Aepaiattam
(b)—Food-stufls are imported into the Proving ] :
account and are sold to the pub]ig at reasonable rates, e on Government
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(¢)—No. At present the farmers and culrivators are not allowed to
export rice and 1"‘}-1‘1}' outside the Province or from one Valley to the other
Valley of the Province but they can export from one district to another with-
n a Valley.

(d)- No.

(e)- Government have no intention at present of fixing ‘the pri‘ c of

paddy and rice. '
( £)—It will be given due consideration if and when the question
ATisSes.

(g)—Yes.
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Arc Government aware that the supply con-

ditions in the Province of Assam are in many respects greatly superior to
those prevailing (:url.:unl}: in the neighbouring provinces and also probably
other provinces of India ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Yes, Sir, we believe it to be so.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What is the source of infor-
mation of the Hon’ble Premier ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
My l,crsonzil contact with the conditions prevailing in Madras, Delhi and
Calcutta. , y . ;
Rev. J. J- M. NICHOLS-ROY : Arc Government trying to collect
ddy for celling to the cultivators afterwards ?
pa The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
s a part of the scheme of collceting 7} lakbs maunds of paddy not
a5 2 TCSEIVE stock but also to be utilised for stabilizing  of prices when
On'h./.d'-;oal‘ high. That part of the scheme has been nullified by the Cen-
rl;‘('(s—;(‘wcrnmcnt agreeing to buy the marketable portion of p;uidy and rice
of the Provinge- oy SR '
Rrev.J- J- M. -ROY : Is it a fact that Messrs. Steel Brothers
apé trying to C()]]l(c,'](:t. [;ﬂddy from all parts of Assam V;[”('_)f’
Lot Mangaldal .
Ofﬁc%lfll:e Hon’ble  Maulavi Sajyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
so offices at 4 different parts of the Assam Valley . . ¥ B
They have also'o ek S Fent parts o R, ¢y, and they are
buying Paddy to mec > contract of supply of rice for the army and mili-
tary Projccts' NI
Rrev. J- J- M. CHOLS-ROY : Are the paddy ang
orted oulside Assam also ?
PO rhe Hon’ble Muulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
NOf- yc[, S]r.
Rev- J.m
~ The Hon,bl?‘ I\faulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Not
ment O ssam. g
by GI(\JImeAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Is it a fact that Messrs. Steel
S. s allowed to export p'ac_ldy oufsude the Provinge »
Brot}'}?;e Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD gA ADULLA :

to

That wa

as they have their

rice to be

J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Is there any plan o export paddy

: 1 Government authorise to do so on ther
less Centra ) 1CIr own account.
No, ﬁaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  As the Hon’ble Premier has made a

already, is he in a position to make a

Staterg?;lgt ¢the export of several thousands or lakhs of
regard!

(laughter). on’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMA .
W z:; Sgtcmcnt mad one the floor of this House, Sir ? D SAADULLA :
as

similar statement here
maunds of paddy ?

g
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Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: [ heard it made yesterday on the floor
of the Upper House, Sir. ’

Mav 1 know the reason whe Government have made it a point not to
allow anv export of paddy from one Valley to the other ?

The Hon’'bie Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
It is the railway: paddy from the Assam Valley can only be exported by
means of the Hill Section to the Surma Valley.  On account of the essen-
tial and urgent necessity of using that part of the line for carriage of military
goods, the Railway authorities have stopped booking, but as soon as the

monsoon is over the ban will be lifted. ’
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Is it the duty of the Government to
see that paddy is exported to the other Valley by steamers, boats or by any

other means ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
The transport by means of steamer or by other
()])(’Il_ Y . . E \
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Is it a fact that the Surma Valley is a
deficit one in the matter of production ot.p:lddy ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUJAMMAD SAADULLA :
It is not so, Sir. ! ; L5

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: [sita filc\‘., Sir, that the Cen-
tral Government have sent information t(ll 1]IIC_EOCTRI 1()!0\‘(_’1'nm_§:nt that athey
will purchase all marketable surplus paddy 1n i€ L rovince :

!Thc l-}:)n’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMI\IAD SAADULLA .
Yes. Sir. My hon. Friend has perhaps heard it said on the floor of the

Upper House. ;
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : On account of Athat what step

have Government taken to stop this ? e

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : May I ‘ntervene to )C_lf‘ﬂl' up the position ? T
can amplify the statement made by the Hpn ble _l_nme Minister with the
concurrence, of course, of the Hon’ble Prime Minister. : .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Le(til{s h}c-ar the Hon’ble Prime Minis-
ter first and let the question be answered by nitm.

Tli: ]dHon’ble qBIaulavi Saiyid Sir MU_I‘_!AMMAD SAADU’LL A:
Sir, the Government of Assam have placed their case at Delhi with the
Government of India first. Then the Hon’ble Mr. Butler, a representative of
the Government of India came here and discussed with us about the 19th
January, 1943. We told that representative ‘that we ha.d a scheme of our
‘own of keeping a reserve of paddy and rice in the Province, as our Province
is liable to sudden floods when we require a great. quantity of padd}r and
rice for consumption. We also stressed the nccessity of not selling out at

least 71 lakhs of maunds of rice before we knew  the next flood situation, i.e.,
to wait till August next. Later on we received a communication from the
Central Government saying that they were p}"epax:ed to buy the exportable
surplus of the Province of Assam for distribution in those areas of India
where there was a scarcity of rice. It was C(_lncedf‘;d then that the export-
able surplus would be calculated after discussion with the provincial Govern.-
ments. Later on, the Government of India called a conference which met
on the 24th and 25th of February last at Delhi, and Assam was represented
by Messrs. FPatton and Marar, Finance and.Supplv Secretaries of the
Govern ment of Ass_mm, and Mr. ‘Nl}xttaker.m his capacity as Secretary of
the Economic Ad\{u?ory Board. Itison this reason that Mr. Whittaker says
that he ds in & position’ to'state what happened in the Delhi Conferen‘cza‘.
Since then we have hacf_[ a further communication from the Government of
India that they would like to have a discussion on the 10th of this month,

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
means of transport is still
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i.e., yesterday, at Calcutta. They specifically mentioned that Mr. Whit-
taker should be sent as Assam’s representative.  In view of the ”“!'”“‘”"u.
session  here and the necessity of the presence of the iLeader of

the European Group, he was unable to proceed and I have, therefore, told
Mr. Marar, our Supply Secretary, to go to Calcutta. I do not know what
further demands the Government »f India will make upon us. T await the
rcturn and report of Mr. Marar. ! e =10

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, much of this problem
hinges round the alleged decision of the Government of India that tl_u‘\'
will take unto themselves the whole of the marketable surplus, meaning
thereby the whole crop which comes on the market, . and _can I_u- frecly
bought. At the Delhi Conference, the Government of India devised two
definitions ‘marketable surplus’ and ‘procurable surplus’.  These definitions
were criticised by the provincial representatives, including ”lf_‘- represcnta-
tives of the Government of Assam, that the Government ol India abandoned
any attempt to define what surplus they were going to buy. | }1':1'(’["!"‘, the
position has practically been restored to one which the Hon ble Prime
Minister took up in an carlier discussion, whereby Assam is prepared to
co-operate on a reciprocal basis and make available to the Government ol
India her exportable surplus, but that the figure ol the exportable surplus
should be discussed between the Government of Assam and the Government
of India. The Government of India  practically “"""P““l‘ this position.
That was the case put in Delhi, and any allegation that 'lllt‘r Government of
India will step into Assam and export everything on Government account
being quite unfounded. R, ol 38 1

*YMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE; What 1s l[lu,k‘p_;‘])(..l t;l}i]t. sur-

in the Province according to Government calculation

B %&123':11-;13:1’1;1(: Maulavi Saiyid Sir MU.HAMMAI:) SAADULLA :
According to the calculation which I arrived at in a meeting of the Sub
Committce of the Economic Advisory Board, in my opinion, three lakhs of
maunds of rice can be exported outside the Provinece,” How I come
to this I would like to elucidate. We got a report from the Agri-
culture Department that the net surplus over consumption in the
Province in the current year will be in the neighbourhood of 42
lakhs of maunds of rice. In a discussion which I had with the Director ai
Agriculture in the presence of Mr. Whittaker, Secretary ~of the Economic
Advisory Board, and Mr. Patton, we came to the conclusion that it would
not be safe for the Province to accept a higher figure than 50 per cent. of
the Agriculture Department estimate, which is 21 Jakhs. That was b fore
I proceeded to Delhi, where there was some discussion with the Central Go-
vernment officers and I saw the then Commerce and Supply Member the
Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar. The Military Authorities in Assam
asked the Assam Government to supply them a quantity between 34 and
38 thousand tons for consumption in Assam for the Military and aiso for
the military projects which employ a large labour force. . The latter
order was of two lakhs of maunds of rice for Fccgllng the labour force.
Assam Government accepted their request and promised to supply 34 to 38
thousand tons which roughly work out to 9 lakhs maunds of rice. We
thought that we could supply these 9 lakhs of maunds and two lakhs for
military projects, totalling 11 lakhs of maunds out of the 21 lakhs. So, 10
lakhs remain. In my scheme 1 had programmed to buy 71 lakhs of
maunds of paddy which in the terms of rice will be in the neighbourhood
of 5 lakhs of maunds of rice to keep a reserve stock to be used in cases of

#Speech not corrected by the hon. Member.

sor B pactitiiistatan
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necessity.  So, there was a surplus of about 6 lakhs of maunds. I returned
from Delhi after an  absence of three weeks ; during my absence the
military requirement have gone up to 2 lakhs of maunds of rice and nine
thousand tons of paddy or three lakhs extra have got to be supplied to them,
and ac the Military accepted to take it in monthly instalments of 95 thou-
sand maunds, it was thought that it would benefit our cultivators, and so
we agreed.  Therefore, the exportable surplus came down to three lakhs of
maunds,

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Do the Government get any other
food-stuffs from outside the Province, such as sugar and ata.  What is the
amount that has been imported from outside the Province of Assam in case
of sugar ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA::
I have made a very long statement about sugar in an ecarlier session. Pro-
bably mv Friend did not look into this, As my Friend is vitally interested
in sugar which he requires for the production of orange §quash-——und we
welcome his new industry in the Province—with your permission, I may be
allowed to state what T have already said.

The Hon'bie the SPEAKER : Please do it as briefly as possible.

The Hen'hble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
As my hon. Friend knows, sugar is controlled by the (}m»'cnmmnt,ol” India
and each province has been g‘ivvn a quota. The quota upto November
1942 was about a lakh of maunds for Assam. It was conadergd an adt_&quatc
quota. The Government of India allotted a particular factory
from which wa had to buy.. . That fctoryiwasisburnt by :_;abotc:urs. I'hus
the source from which we obtained our supply was non-existent. I sent to
Dethi Mr. Humphrey, our Secretary, to the Sugar Co‘ntrollcr ol the Govern-
ment of India. He allotted seven different factories from which we could
bring sugar. Some of these factories are in the 1interior of Bihar where
there are transport difficulties—difliculties of getting waggons. However,
so far, 58,000 maunds ol sugar have been bought—the bulk of it has already
reached the Province. -

*Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Ata and flour are not avail-
able in the Province.

The Homohi Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Yes, Sir, every one of us is suffering for want of ata and flour. It is due
to the control system which the Government of Inf:im .have very recently
introduced about wheat. Since the Government ol India have taken up
the control of wheat, they have allotted a very small qﬂuot.a f‘f)l‘ Assam-—mf'or
the month of January they allotted 100 tons and for I‘cb1UfH y and ?'Ialch
they were kind enough to allot 160 tons. Our Agent Messts. Sl‘xaw Wallace
& Company have got to mill them into ala and flour from Calcutta and
send them on to Assam. As Mr. Waittaker has already placed before the
House that I insisted on our parting with rice beiny reciprocal, the GOve.rn-
ment of India have released sufficient quantity of other food materia's
which we require, for example, afa, meida, salt, sugar, dal, etc. ‘iVe have
been able to get very liberal terms from the Government of India. We
have been allowed to import a large quantity—one lakh of maunds of da/
from Bihar and on a representation from us the Government of India have
released an extra 1,000 tons of wheat which is now being milled at
Calcutta.

thir. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Isit not a fact that Govern-
ment purchased 43,000 maunds of wheat last year for Assam ?

*Speeches pot corrected by the hon. Members,
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~ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
We tried to get it but we never got it.

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, I have not fimished my guestion
yet. Will there be any amount allotted for industrial purpose {rom the
amount of sugar that Government have got from the source ol supply ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The
amount of sugar that has been bought, if delivered to us, will be distributed
district by district. 1 don’t think there has ver been any kind of supply
to industrial concerns. My hon. Friend had approached me on this subject
many times and I had referred him with my recommendation to the Direc-
tor of Supply or Controller of Prices 1 think at one time he got about
90 bags of sugar.

*Rev J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : I did not get anything, Sir.

*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, is it not a fact that because
the Government of Assam have stopped the export of p.ui(!‘.’ to the neigh-
bouring districts of Bengal, the people of Assam have been denied any
articles to be purchased from he districts of Mymensingh and Tippera ?
Have Government got any information of this kind ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
No, Sir, but it may be in pursuance of the policy that each province wants to
maintain the quota that it has received from the Government of India.
I know, Sir, that when we wanted to buy certain food-stuffs like dal and
ala in the Calcutta market, the Government of l’u-n'.:-llq refused to
part with them unless we agreed to  the replacement of that quan-
tity. It is perhaps in pursuance of that policy, the buyers of Assam have
been denied to purchase anything in the markets of Tippera and Mymen-
singh. &

*Rev. J. J. M. NICiIOLS-ROY: I have not yet finished my
question, Sir. ‘I want to know whether Government will take any step
to allot certain amount of sugar for industrial purpose. The .J Jistrict Ofhcers
say that they have got sugar only for the sake of (Iislr'i'hutln;_{ among the
civil population and not for any industrial purposes. Ihat is why I did
not get any portion of sugar. [ want to know whether it will be possible
for them to allot certain amount of sugar for industrial purposes especially
when it is the policy of the Government to encourage the industries of the
Province ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It
is very difficult for Government to formulate a policy in reply to a supple-
mentary Question. Il my hon. Friend will correspond with me on the sub-
ject, I will sce what can be done.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

9. (a)—Yes. o

{b)~—When the cases of profiteering are brought to the notice of the
District Officers by the public, adequate steps arc taken.

(¢)—Yes. .

(d)—The rules under which these Price Control Committees were
formed were superseded. The question of Price Gontrol has now been
reduced to one of supplies in which the Price Control Committecs might
not be of much help.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, the answer to question 9(b) is
that whenever any specific case is brought to the notice of the Magistrate,
the person at faultis severely dealt with. May I know from the Hon’ble

*Speeches not corrected by the hon. Members,

:
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Minister what steps Government propose to take in order to stop this alto-
gciner .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
It is impossible to take any step to stop it entirely, for Government have
not got sufficient stafl’ to supervise over the petty shop-keepers .[hrougl}mlt
the Province.  We have issued notices and circulars and given instructions
to the District Officers and Subdivisional Officers to sce that there is nO
profiteering. Bevond that, I do not see what further steps can Government
take. :

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do not the Government admi.t that
by constituting Price Control Committees, some work can be done 1n the
way of checking profiteering ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULI‘JA:
I do not see how the Price Control Committees will constitute themseclves
as Policemen over the retail shop-keepers. Their function will cease as soon
as they have fixed the price. ) ;

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: May I point out, Sir, that the
method of distributing these food-stufls is one of the causes of profiteering e
Will Government examine that question ?  Many big Marwaris or big mer-
chants get a larse amount of food-stufls for sale but they do not sell itat
the rate fixed by the Government. They will only sell it when anybody will
offer a higher rate.  So, the method ol distribution is responsible.

The Hon'»1c the SPEAKER: \hatis the (,_?_li.(‘sti(‘-.n ?

*Rev. J. j. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The Question 1s fh;tt_ whether
Government will examine what is the proper method of distributing these
food-stufls ? .

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Government have adopted what according to their own opinion, seemed to
them the best method or distribution of food-stufts. The Dcp"?uy Commis-
sioners have sclected “certain number of firms whjch 21(}C01‘d111g to Depurty
Commissioners’ belief, are reliable, honest and financially sound. The
necessiary imported food-stufls for the district are made over to the licensed
whole-salers and they are asked to distribute them to_the licensed retail shop-
keepers that come from the interior of the Subdivisions. If the selection
of the whole-salers made by the Deputy Commissioners, 1s not correct then
nobody can help it, because the Deputy Commissioners report that they
have selected whom they thought to be honest, reiigite ] Snr arBmeieils
sound. :

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Have Government issued any
such instructions to the effect that whenever any case of profiteering or of
storing is brought to the notice of the District Officers, . they should take
steps immediately ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SA.ADULLA:
Yes, Sir, Government have issued many circulars and instructions to the
Deputy Commissioners that if any one of these lict§DSCd merchants is found
to be profiteering, then his license should be withdrawn and he will get
no more lood-stuffs imported by Government and also under the Defence of
India Rules, he should be prosecuted.

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May we know what control the Gov-
ernment exercise regarding supply of food-stufls by private dealers ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Excepting the fact that private dealers have got to take permission from
the Chief Controller of Prices, to import certain kind of food-stufis, Gov-
ernment have no other control over them.

= S

*Speeches not corrected by the hon., Members.
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‘Babu KAMIN! KU.“JiR S!iN: l)o] not ';ll',l';l':::l"!ﬁ. 0!l ._-if'l‘ i[
necessary to put some control over the privaie retail-sellers who wet theif
supply from outside the Province ? f

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
The number of such merchants who abused the concessions js few. W€
got U.‘lly one or two such in‘tances and we have '.[u-sprvvl giving licenscs 10
them. ' -

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Is it not a fact that even now the
private dealers can indent articles of food-stufl’ from outside the Province
without the help of the Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
No, those food-stufls that have been controlled and for whic | the quotd
has been fixed, private dealers cannot indent direct from outside.

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: As regards dal/, mustard oil, can-
not the private dealers import from Bihar and the United Provinces ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Yes, they can ; but often time they are confronted with the transpor difhi-
culty.

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Isit not a fact that with regard 19
those articles which cannot be sold without a license [rom the Government,
they form a bulk of articles, and the dealers charge a higher price than the
price fixed by the Price Control Committee ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir, one such instance was brought to our notice.

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Isit not advisable for the Govern-
ment to put some check with regard to such articles of food-stuff ? .

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
The suggestion will be taken into consideration. '

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Isit illegal under the present cir-
cumstances for the dealers to import stocks from outside the Province ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

They cannot get some stuffs which are controlled.
: Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Are the Gevernment prepared to con-
stitute such commitices which can serve some useful purpose in fixing up
prices of articles of [ood after examining the neighbouring markets once in
a week or a fortnight, so that the dcalers may not charge higher rates than
what are fixed by such committecs ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMA'D SAADULLA ;
The suggestion made by the hon. Member will be taken into consideration
by Government. Our objects are also the same thmf th(_:rc should be no pro-
fiteering in these hard times. Whether by reconstituting the Price Control
Committee or otherwise it can be achieved will be looked into.

*Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: What are the articles which the
Government have stopped private dealers to import excepting sugar ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Ata and flour. : ‘

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What about mustard oil ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHJAMMAD SAADULLA :
We imported 6,000 maunds recently and have distributed them all over the
Province. r

*Mr. A. WHITTAKER : May I suggest that these questions should
be discussed in the cut Motion ?

*Speeches not corrected by the hon. Members.
)
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(SALARIES AND ALLOWANCES) BILL, 1940

. Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May we know what has been doge by
('l'\'t:r'lxtnarrat as regards standard cloth ? ADUL
. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SA i
We have been able to get promise of 1} crores of yards of standard cloth and
they are expected to arrive in April next. E . c
Starred Question No. 10 standing in the name of Mr. Binode Kumar
J+ Sarwan was not put and answered as the Questioner was absent).

-’\Ioss;‘gos from the Assam Legislative Council re the Assam Speak-
er’s and Deputy Speaker’s (Salaries and Allowances) Bill, 1940

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have to inform the House that I hgwc
received a message from the Assam Legislative Council that at its meeting
beld on the 19th March 1943 adopted the Motion that the Council insists on
the amendments made by it in the Assam Speaker’s and Deputy Speaker’s
(Salaries and Allowances) Bill, 1940, to which this House, which was the
originating Chamber, disagreed. : :

Now, under sub-rule 5 of rule 138, it will be necessary, if thc. House
desire, to send a communication to His Excellency the Governor stating this
fact of disagreement. But for that purpose, a ‘:\-Iotlon will have to be adopt-
ed, and I would request Government to consider whether they would put
forward such a Motion before this House and direct the Chair to send this
message to His Excellency the Governor. If such a Motion is desired to be
moved by Government, then we may take it up on the 13th 111stant'wh1ch 1s
a Government business day. Butl don'tlskinow whether the Hon’ble Pre-
mier will like to move it to-day or on the 13th.

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA_ :
Shall I explain the position ? Hon. Members may rcmcmbe? that this
Assembly passed the Assam Speaker’s and the Deputy Spefikel*'s (Salaries
and Allowances) Bill, on the 23rd November 1940 including the clause
among other things fixing the salary at Rs. 250 per mensem for the Depu.qr
Speaker. After its adoption by this House, 1t was sent to the Assam Legis-
lative Council, but the Upper House amended that particular clause and
restored the original salary, i.e., Re. 1 annually for the Deputy Speaker.
This was done in its session in January 1941. In aCCC_)rdance with the
rule it had again to be placed before this Assembly and this was done on
27th March 1941, when the Assembly insisted on the restoration of the
original clause, i.e., granting of Rs. 250 per mensem to the_ D.ePUtY Spe'kaer.
After this Assembly rejected the amendment of the Cou_ncul, it had again to
go to the Council. The Council again‘inslsted on their own arr_lendmcnt
and have rejected the amendment of this AsSemb]}’-_ _NOV_V; aCCOI’dl_l'lg to the
rule, the Bill has got ¢ be sent by the Chamber 0r1gma,tm_g the Bill to His
Excellency the Governor. Because the word ‘Chamber® is there. There-
fore, I thought that without moving any Motion. the Chair could automati-
cally send it to His Excellency the Governor. But apparently the Chair
thinks that he should get a mandate from this Chamber. Therefore, he asks
me to move a Motion which I will do on the 13th instant,

'The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This is not the first occasion that I am
insisting on a Motion to be moved. The words in the Assembly
to this matter are, “the Chamber may send a message™ and th
previous occasion, .., In regard to the Sylhet Town Land Tenancy Bill, a
similar Motion was moved and passed on the floor of the House AN ,its
decision to send a message and authorising the Chair in that behalf. As the

Hon’ble Premier has agreed to make a Motion, it, will be taken up on the
13th, ; e

rule relating
ercfore, on a
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The Secretary, Legislative Assembly—Mr A. K. BARUA: This
is a message [rom the Assam Legislative Council. It is as follows @

“] am directed to inform you that in accordance with the messages sent
by His Excellency the Governor under proviso to scction 75 of the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935, the Assam Legislative Council has, at its meetings
held on the 8th and 9th days of March 1943, reconsidered the Sylhet
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939, the Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment)
Bill, 1939 and the Assamn Money Lenders’ (Amendment) Bill, 1937 and,
having considered it desirable to introduce the amendments recommended
by His Excellency, has accepted the amendments on those dates. The Bills,
as aimncnded, thereby were passed by the Houses,”

General discussion of the Budget and discussion on charged

expenditure.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order order, General Discussion of the
Budget.

I wish to know what time the Hon'ble Finance Minister will require
to give his reply to all the poims.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Hallan
hour to 45 minutes, Sir.

The Hen’ble the SPEAKER : ‘Then punctually at 3-30 p.m. the
Hon’ble the Finance Minister will be ealled upon to give his reply and
before that all the hon. Members who want to speak will have to finish their
specches.

P The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir ‘»1UHA_&M.\JAD_ SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, with regard to the criticisms agaimst the Supply ““_‘] . the
Police Departments I want to reply. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister
will take up the points with regard to the other departments. : _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: How lone will the Hon’ble Premier
take ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
About 30 minutes, Sir.

The Hou'ble the SPEAKER : Then punctually at 3 p.m. all other
speeches must be finished so that Government may get one hour for their
reply.

& Yl'afl'aulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Will
you kindly extend the time upto 5 p.m., Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It may be donc, if necessary.

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, if T rise to-day to speak, I risc not to dilate on the monoto-
nous, colourless, bureaucratic Budget, presented by the Hon’ble Finance
Minister, not to complain against inadequacy of this or that Grant, want of
any method, any system, an'y policy or to refer to this or that deed of omis-
sion and commission of the present Cabinet, but a compelling sense
of responsibility towards the great institution to which T have the honour
to belong, a keen sense of our duties to people of this Province, make me
stand to-day.
~ Many false allegations, many lies have too long gone unchallenged against
that’great mstitution—the Congress. ‘The Congress, whose hasic creed is non-
violence has been held respongible for all outbreaks of disorder, and all works
ofsabot_age, following the arrest and detention of Congress leaders. T am
here, Wlth. the fullest rcspo'nsibi]ity of my position as a Congressman to re-
pudiate with all the emphasis at my command, that suggestion, that asser-
tion. When the voice of Congress has been silenced behind the prison bar,
any amount of lying propaganda is being daily carried on here and abroad
in the interest of British impcrialism, I am here to boldly assert that this is

T
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calumny, this is blasphemy, this is a down-right lie. ‘What was the actual
state of affairs 2 The Gongress, from the very beginning of the war was anti-
fascist.  Congress resolutions and speeches of Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit
Jawaharlal bear testimony to that fact. Congress extended the hand of friend-
ship. Conaress wanted to fight in freedom’s cause ~shoulder to shoulder
with other members of the Allies, to fight the battle of India’s defences, but
that offer was rejected. that ofler was refused by the War Gods of England.
Why ?  Because Coneress demanded that India should be' on a footing of
equality, that she should be recognised as an inchC“l_‘It‘n_t member of the
Allies. She onlvy demanded that the much vaunted principles of war should
be tran<ated into action. India was the acid-test of British professions, and
she failed and failed there and the real character of the war stands unmask-
cd to the people of India.  What does the British Imperialist Government
want us to do ? They want us to fight the battle as Sl-"“'t‘Sf.w to co-operate just
a slave co-operates with his master. We are ;mkv‘d to fight fascism while
fascism reigns supreme in India. we are ;lsk(‘.}l 10 “%‘{h‘-"hC battle O_f“ freedom,
while the muflled voice of India cries for freedom from the prison bars,
Can anvbody feel any urge to fight under such unnatural condition, can we
feel at any moment of the day, that we are masters of our own affairs ? Can
any .-u.op}:r.uiun materiaiise under thcz given background ? I put this
simple question to the leader of the European Group and pause for a
reply ?

The imprisoned
dom, to fight for the cause

soul of India cries from behind the prison bars for free-
of world’s {reedom : but lh,e implacable, un-
bhending bureaucracy with relentless cruelty and systematic barbarism puts
down, strangles that voice. Can freedom ane §1;1\"m‘y go together 2 A
promise of future was dangled before us. Sir Staffort Cripps was sent’ to
India to dig his own political grave and he has successfully been removed
from the Cabinet. 1 was laughing rather cynically when I heard the leader of
the Luropean Group waxing eloquently over the so-called fOlﬂ‘-fold freedom.
I was then reminded of the Bengali adage—* SIS T T 59 "—which tran-
slated into English comes to ‘*Satan quoung scriptures . Is“tl‘lere any thing
of the sort in India ? Living in a glass house, just as my Friend does, can
he not realise— loes he not know what massacre of these four-fold affair is
daily being perpetrated on the soil of my unfortunate land ?  What shape

these four-fold reforms are daily laktpg in 1_116 hands of his friends-— in the
name of good Government of India, is having a I'oret.aste of the post-war re-
construction. Can my Friend enlighten meas 10 what becameof the 16 points
of. President Wilson, what became of the League of Nations' idea, the prin-
ciple of self-determination so mflch loudly ]_31'0('-]5‘*““‘"1'3d during the last war ?
I would request my Friend to give usan 1dca. hO_w hc_ wants o establish
these four-fold freedom in India. Is it by putting mnto jail for an unlimited
period the popular representatives of tae people ? _IS.lt by. l.cttmg loose the
military on the innocent villagers ? Is 1t by IR BOSELS punitive taxes on all;
whether guilty or not? How does my Friend m_alxc his position logical in the
face of the statement of Mr. Church 1l that he is at the: helm of the affajrs
not- to preside over the liquidation of the British Empire, in the face of the
recent statement of the Colonial Secretary, to the effect that British Domi.
nion over the colonies must be maintained, shall be maintained. Wil m

Freind care to reply ?  What was the actual situation ?  The lagt resolution
that was passed at Bombay was for another attempt at compromise, but {he
bureaucracy did not v ait for the issue of that compromise. The conspiracy
was hedged in the h('ilghl's‘()f Simla, and leaders whose Influence has always
worked for preservation ol law and order, were taken into custody and re-
moved to unknown destiny.  Unrest and disorder followed and bureaucracy



90 BUDGET DISCUSSION’ [ 117 Max.

holds Congress responsible for the situztion created by them. 1 boldly
assert, had the burecaucracy not followed such a misguided policy of arresting
the Congress leaders who have always worked for non-violence, such disorder

would not have taken place  So, by removing from the land the forces of

order, and creating conditions for an outbreak of disorder, it ill-befits even a
bureaucracy to transfer the responsibility to the shoulders of those who were
put into jail. Mahatma Gandhi wanted an opportunity to examine all the

happenings but that has also been refused.  So, my submission, Sir, is, if

anybody 1s responsible for those disorders and works of sabotage it is the
overzealous burcaucracy who has let loose in India, since then, worst type
of Nazi terrorism. No body regrets these happenings more than us whose
creed is absolute non-violence. What is the position in  this Province,
Sir ? How Government is run in this Province 7 The empty benches on
this side of the House arc the best testimonials of the achievements of the
Government. People’s accredited representatives have been put into  prison
and prevented from doing their normal work as legislators-—for what oflfence
may I enquire ? It is not for any offence under the Penal Code, not for any
offence or crime under that noiorious lawless law the Defence of India Act,
not for any obvert act, but for mere suspicion. Only on suspicion that some-
thing may happen, people have been taken away from their sick-bed, from the
sick-bed of their ailing wives and dying children. Is it justice- -is it good Go-
vernment, not to speak of being a responsible Government ? If they are real-
ly guilty, why do not the Government In‘ing_thmu lu‘lm:r-' the (_.'uurt of law ?
Elementary principle of justice, elementary -::ghls of (‘.IEIZHIL\II!I), are denied
even to one who was once the Premier of this Province, in charge of law and
order. What is the actual state oi" lllillj:{s prevailing i.u_ this Province, Sir ?
Reign of law has given place to reign of terror. Individual liberty, indivi-
dual freedom of speech and action are denied to ;\I_],_ even women's honour is
not safe. Press is gagged. Suppression of normal life and suppression of news
are order of the day. Those who are paid from public money to preserve law
and order, are themselves agents of goondaism in the Province. Those who
were brought into this Province to save us from the Japanese menace have jus-
tified their existence by being used as tools for this reign of terror. Punitive
taxes are being enforced without any consideration.  Innocent and guilty
being victimised by the same ruthless bureaucracy. No sensible men can
object to guilty being punished; but the innocent people are the daily victims
of police raj. 1 don’t like to go to detailed stories of barbaric oppression,
perpetrated on the people of this Province. Sir Saadulla is supposed to rule
the Province as its Premicr; but on his own admission, a telegram, duly passed
by a Superintendent of Jail and the Deputy Commissioner  of the district
concerned as censored, does not reach the hands ol the Premier, This very
fact alone speaks cloquently on the condition under which Government are
being carried on in this Province. This very fact ought to have been suflicient
for a conscientious man, as Sir Muhammad is to refuse to blacken his hand by
having anything to do with running this show of toy dance—] mean the so-
called responsible Government. Is it any Government-—not (g spezk of res-
ponsible Government ? A responsible Government have been defined as a
Government of the people, by the people and for the people, To whom is
this Government responsible? There is of course an element of responsibility,
If this Government is responsible to anybody it is responsible to the ghost

which acts from behind the scene and makes those poor Ministers give a X s
of toy dance here and elsewhere. It is virtually the Government of that unseen
ghost, for that ghost and by that ghost.

The Hon’ble Finance Minister has spoken very eloquently of the war
Prgparations of this Province, I rub my eyes and enquire how ? Is it by the
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permanent f‘.'i;n'li'fi[ljrr' on the Government which, in my opinion, is rather
rash and is un-businesslike. We are in the midst of a great war and we don't
know where we shall be in the [uture. So. tht teinporat establishments
“:l’.’;}li h-’l.'.'ff j)"l"!l ]l"l alone lor the bme beiny and the Government i omy

opinion should have waited for normal times to see what to do  with  these
temporary departments,

As to some new schemes in the field of education, 1 like to submit, Sir,
that the posts of the Assistant Inspectresses which have been newly  created
are uncalled for and the tiime is not opportune for creating these posts

I do not think there is at ];1;-_1-1,-1' any i::n;;"l.uti‘.f' need for these |POSLS,
So far as my information goes, there are very small number of female insti-
tutions and Government should have waited till the termination of the war
and meanwhile to provide more institutions. As there is a great need for

!.}lf:nb, (;U\'CI'“”](‘IH _‘»li” can start some more _,i.j(}l i!l.nilil“ull?-. il]‘[l';l\i ()l-

involving itself in the creation of the two posts.  So, I say that in  making
these new posts, during the war time Government is recklessly spending
money which they should not have done.

So dar as the ]mlir:y of the Budget is concerned, I see lurther that the
Government has created two new “";).‘tl‘llll"ll!fi. one, for Food .\Hj.lil\.. and
the other for Civil Defence.  Both are very important at present and  we
approve of the opening of these Departments.  Sir, Civil Defence Budget
shows to have much money to spend but it does not show under what scheme
it is to be spent. As to the Supply also, there is no scheme.  We have just
heard the Hon’ble Preinier say that the Supply Department will purchase
certain food and other essential commodities that the I’:'m_'im't: 15 in need of
But here also the Budget does not show any scheme for distnibution of these
commodities. From last December the Supply D partment has been
working, but we, living in the plains, have not seen ‘“'3"'““”{ whatever this
Department is doing; in our parts of the I’rm'l‘m-z: we do not feel the existence
of it at all. So far as our side is concerned, this Departnent is doing nothing,
for the prices of food-stuffs have gone very much high and there is practically
none to control the prices. The shop-keéepers and merchants are realisinge
very high prices for the commodities and they increase it as they like and
the poor publicis hard hit thereby, and as my Friend Mr. Chaudhuri has
said, corruption and bribery have been the order of the day, and we see this
in our every-day life.  When complaints are lodged about undue profitecring
by certain merchants, no step is taken by the authorities. So, we are help-
less in the hands of the merchants and dealers.  The Supply Department
could not give us any relief nor has it been able to give any relief in  the
matter of Kerosene oil.  In respect of supply we are living in  perfect dark-
ness. Though I am a Chairman of a municipality I cannot procure one
bottle of Kerosene in my Subdivision, so, once I had to purchase 5 bottles of
Kerosene from the black-market. I do not understand how the black-market
gets the supply for sale.  In the countryside the people are not getting any
Kerosene oil for months together, and the Hon’ble Premier has said that if
any complaint is made it will be duly enquired into and steps will be taken.
But what steps do we find taken when complaints have been made. If any
step is taken our people do not feel it. That is the state of the administra-
tion, that is the picture of the people living in the villages and in the mofussil
and even in towns. So, there must be some well thought-out scheme for
distribution of supply to the general public so that we may get the  benefit
of this Department. T humbly request the Hon’ble Prime Minister to think
out some well defined scheme for the distribution of all' commodities that we
are in need of.  Sir, if the whole thing is left in the hands of the executive
without taking the public into confidence and any consultation with the
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inembers of the public, the Supply Department will be of no use and do no
good to the general public. Here I may be permitted to say that it is only
the Government employees that are getting the benefit of this Supply Depart-
ment and the rest of the people are not. The Department has been
organised for the people, but there is no benefit out ol it for the people and
I bring this matter to the notice of the Hon. House and also to the Govern-
ment for finding out means to make things healthy for the people whose
lives are in their hands.

Sir, I now return to the local grievances which we have been suffering
from for a long time It is reearding the conditions of the town of Maulavi-
bazar. The inc me of the Municipality of this town is very small and
during the war dme its financial condition has been very bad. For want
of funds we are failine to meet the various needs of this Municipality, wviz.,
supply of good drinking water, ete.  There is only one tank for the whole
of the town people to get the supply of drinking water. For want of fund
we cannot extend the facility of getting sufficient supply of such water.

Our dificulties have further been increased by Government adopting
the principle of giving dearness allowance to |I‘1eir_employcvs. Munici-
pality and Local Boards are semi-Government mstitutions. Our employees
are grumbling for dearness allowance, but our funds arc not allowing us

to do anvthing for them. To meet this extraordinary circumstances, there
= S B ‘\ ~ e

must be either a orant, or, failing that, a loan from the Government to the

Municipality. I have already applied for a loan and I think my petition

has already been in the hands of the Hon’ble Premier, and T hope he will
give due consideration to our reprsentation and grant my prayer for a
loan to the Municipality. 5 ;

Next. Sir. T should like to bring it to the notice of the XHon’ble Pre-
mier that ours is a subdivision where motor trafhc is the only means of

- communication. We have one road from Maulavibazar to Shamshernagar.
The Hon'ble Prime Minister knows this rnz}d too wc]!.' _From,NIaulavi-
bazar to Shamshernagar is a distance of 12 miles f‘“‘é this is a part of the
M;1uluvilmz:u--Sllcl‘pl:r-Svhlet road. This road is e .th(" ]_mnds O.f the
Local Board and the Local Board is failing to maintain this road in an
efficient order. I moved a Motion in this House on the 1mportance of this
road on more than one occasion and I again urge upon the Government to
take up this road.  There is a river which cuts this road  some eight mijes
from the town. T would request the Government to span this river with a
bridge and make the road a fit one and thus remove @ ong_ standig igkie-
vance of the people of that locality. This road is a very Ilmportant one.
It connects our subdivision with Hill Tippera "and human traflic as well as
a large portion of the produce of H.ill llppwa come bv thls_ road.
Therefore, [fom a commercial point of view this road 'is 3 very import-
ant one and T urge upon the (iovernment  to kindly handle the (ues-
tion of this road and take it up from the hands of the Local Board and
improve this  road. ;

With these words I close my SPCCCh- :

Babu BIPIN BEHAREI DAS: Mr Speaker, Sir, the Budget presen-
ted before the Legislature is not satisfactory frorr the scheduled caste point of
A In view of the general poverty prcvalcn‘g _among t}_le scheduled
and the backwardness of educatioti among 111.‘31“; itis imperative that spe-
cial provision should be made to encourage primary, secondary, higher and
other field of education such as Medical, Engineering, etc. I, of course,
congratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister for the increased grants to the
Sylhet Harijan Hostel which has an accommodation of 27 boys. But do the
Government think that this insignificant sum will help much in the spread
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of education among the scheduled caste people ? I am sure, it will not.
If it is really the intention of the Government to spread educiation among
the scheduled castes, should they not car-mark more money for the purpose ?
In secondary Schools and Colleges, [ree-studentships and
should be more liberaliv provided for the scheduled caste pupils for the
rapid expansion of t'r!,u':ninn. ‘ Engincering, medical, agric ultural and
pnst-graduau: scholarships .H}l'.'l'h(! be set apart for the scheduled castes. A
5 ecial officer nll;_;‘ill to be .‘:p]}nthlq:ll to look after the education of the sche-
(I)ulcd castes. A good number of venture schools are awaiting financial assist-
ance from Government. Proper weightage should be give

Lo

scholarships

_ n to the scheduled
class echools at the time of selection, from this y car's Judeet ]nz'u\'isinn_ In

this connection I may mention here that there is a great demand for the esta-
blishment of a scheduled caste hostel at Habiganj I hope the Government
will consider this very seriously. There are three high Schools and one first
grade College there and the living is very cheap. So, if a hostel is estab-
Jlished there, it will, T hope, be very much helpful  to the pupils of
scheduled castes like that of the Harijan Hostel at Sylhet,

In the matter of services the scheduled castes are  not getting  their due
share. In the replies given to a question put by Babu Balaram  Sirkar,
M.L.A , we find that our quota has not yet been filled up but sti | our candi-
dates are not being provided though others who are over-represented in
services, are being appointed. Is this fair on the part of the Government ? 1
am informed that one Babu Nagarbashi Deb Mahara of Habiganj was
recently 2 candidate for appointment for Assam Junior Civil Service, I)ut_
though he was the only candidate from among the H‘Th(’-‘l”l"(l"T-'lhiltﬁ people of
the Surma Valley, his claim was 1.;;1101':-(1 - hope the ‘(t()\‘t?i'!lll‘u:lll will
enquire into this and do justice to him. [t is really surprizing to note that
Government have re-appointed some retired persons as - Additional  District
Magistrates ; think these posts shrngl(.l have been filled up by promotion.

[ am surprised to note that slfﬂul‘.u-nl money 18 not -}i\'ﬂ‘llﬂ.[):(t for nation-
saving department. Thousands of villages are undergoing immense difficul-
ties for want of purd drinking water I_‘)ul no money has been provided for
the supply of pure drinking water. Ihf_)usand_s of people die every year
on account of cholera and other preventible discases and this is more due
to want of pure drinking water.

Owing to high price of medicine the dispensaries are going on  practi-
cally without medicine. I suggested in my last Budget speech to introduce
the system of Homecopathic medicine which is less costly.  The Hon’ble
Premier assured the House that it would receive due  consideration but 1
am disappointed to find that no consideration has yet been given to that
assurance,

Agriculture is the main source of income of the people of this Provi-
nce.  Attempts should be made to bring more lands under cultivation but
for which people will starve. Agricultural schools should  be started to give
agricultural training to people. | moved a Resolution for the establishment
of two such schools, one at Surma Valley and the other at Assam Valley. 1
amat a loss to understand why the Government have no yet considered
that proposal which is a sure means to improve the financial condition
of the people of the Province. I am really surpirsed to sce the answer
given by the Government to Unstarted Question No. 5(¢). From my
personal knowledge I can boldly say that the people did not get more than
50 p.c. of Aman crop in the district of Sylhet last year though the report
of the Agricultural Department is otherwisel  Will Government be pleased

to state the source of their information ?  Isay that the report is not
correct, Due to the high price of the daily necessities of life it is extremely

the
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difficult for the poor agriculturists to meet two ends. They are on the
way of starvation. In this circumstance it is painful to note that G_ovcrn—
ment are now realising agricultural loans in the district of Sylhet ; in the
present state of things it should be immediately stopped.

With these words I resume my seat.

Mr. E. H. S, LEWIS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do not propose to
discuss the financial aspects of the Budget but to refer to a matter which 1s
obviously causing most worry to the Members of this House. 1 refer to these
questions of supply. The public are undoubtedly cn.til_led to know as
much as possible about the difficulties of supply because it is only by know-
ing the difficulties that they can appreciate them. I myself do know the
difficulties about kerosene supply. This has been mentioned by two Mem-
bers already in their Budget Speeches and in questions this morning. There-
fore 1 crave the indulgence of the House in order to try to give a few facts
about these difficulties. In order that they may be understood, I must first
remind the House that India produces less than one per cent. of the total
world production of petroleum. That is according to the last published
figures. I may also remind the House that even in peace time, India only
produces a small percentage of that petroleum which she requires and there-
fore a large percentage is normally imported by sea from Borneo, Burma,
Java, Sumatra all of which are now m enemy hands and from Persia Emd
surrounding countries. The House will be aware that enemy submarines
have taken serious toll of the shipping of the United Nations and this has
meant that no country can now import all the petroleum that she needs.
As a consequence of the shortidge of shipping, the Govcmmcnl_ of: India
found it necessary to introduce a 50 per cent. cut all over India in the
supply of kerosene available. Owing however to circumstances which I
cannot detail here, it was found that Digboi could supply temporarily the full
normal requirements of the Assam Valley without in any way—and this is
most important—aflecting the supplies available to the Surma Valley and the
rest of India. T want to make it quite clear that there w
the Assam Valley benefiting at the expense of the Surma Valley or of the
rest of India ; nor was it possible to let the Surma Valley have a share of the
extra supplies which were being given to the Assam Valley. As I said, Sir,
the fortunate position in which Assam Valley found itself was only tempo-
rary and at any time it may have to come into line with the rest of India
and sufter a 50 per cent. cut. Government have been warned of this. Un-
fortunately, however, the poor consumer in the Assam Valley did not benefit
as he should have done because the unscrupulous merchauts with no thought
for the needs of the consumers but with thought only for their own pockets
booked away kerosene from certain places in the Assam Valley to Bengal
where such oil could be sold at a considerable profit in t

: D¢ he black market.
These consignments were not transferred in

a straight forward manner.
They were booked frequently as Ghee, mustard oil, etc., or loaded at the

bottom of the country boats with legitimate cargo on the top. It was the
attraction of these illicit profits, which are made at the expense of the con-
sumers, that induced many people who had not hitherto dealt i kerosene to
try to get into the kerosene market by saying that they were anxious to
become dealers. The profits made by tl}‘s illicit trade were so a-ttra tive
that members of the well-to-do community such as Pleaders and me be(;' of
Local Boards have been trying to get a footing in the market }1;n i

normal times, the kerusene business is in the hands of the smal] hw ?:cas "
only because it was considered what I can best describe as thi ds oIp- ﬁ'l;)pel:s
ness. My company has been making strenuous e orts t rt 5 E‘;:S 'lll'ls'l‘
trade and as a result of considerable help and co operqgioy, frgmst(l)l}:: E;:Z;utllcx:;

as no question of
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Officers and the Police,'I am plad to say that this illegal trade has been
lar.‘-‘."l)’ stopped, and that as a consequence the copsumer in the Assam
Vallc-y can now get the kerosene he requires at a proper price. 1 wish 1
could think, Sir, that this was the end of the story. But 1 am afraid, that
these unscrupulous merchants, who have always exploited the ‘consumers lf:r
their own profit, will try again to do so. The Members of this House, Sir,
could considerably assist in preventing this cxploitation by raising public
opinion against this monstrous practice on returning to their consti-
tuenecies.

In conclusion, Sir, I should like to assure the House that the mal-prac-
tices which have been occurring do not affect my company financially in any
way whatsoever, because they only occur  alter the
hands of our agents.

M. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Mr. .Qll)f';;kt'l" Sir, [ ithank Govern-
ment at least for their food scheme and for the timely action they took in
the matter, but I.see now that I cannot support the appointient of their
distributing agents. ‘The original scheme was that | this Government Agent
would supply paddy to the mills and they would distribute rice throughout
Assam. But now I. fll‘l(l l‘h;tl t‘h(: rice mills are starving for want of wa-
gons. The price of rice 1s going higher _;m(l higher daily mainly due to
transport difficulties. There are about 25 mills on the north bank of the | drah-
maputra, but none of thc_m are_getting even one wagon ‘('-uc;h daily. I'thu.
Naibari and Pathsala are.in the E. B. zone of the Bengal & Assam Railway ;
but the mill-owners are not getting wagons according to, their requirement. 1
know Tibu mills are closed as they have not been getting wagons. They

e itten to the Government and to the Railway authorities but nothing
SRS wnbtcn done. They mainly supply rice to Upper Assam. Similarly
‘has g'tl mills of Gauhbati  could not get wagons to clear up their huge stock
the -1l cake-s- 1 hope Government will see that the mills run regularly and
of o1 { wagons according to their requirement. Sir, some of the Deputy
they ﬁﬁssioncrs out of their over-zealousness stopped booking of rice, paddy
Coénmustard oil from one district to another. Government should intervene
and stop such action of the Deputy Commissioners. We hope that the Gov-
2:‘1n11’1¢"t will always see that such. things may not happen in future.

kerosene 'has left the

1 have just received a letter signed by all the oil mill-owners of Gauhati

hat 13 wagons of mustard sceds have been exported from Barpeta Road

t d three from Sorbhog. The export of mustard: seeds were stopped as, far

'?)ZCk 25'13th September 1942 by a notification in the Assam (azette and T

know it has not been withdrawn and so how the mustard seeds were. export-
ed ' from ‘Barpetad.

Sir, in spite of Government orders, mustard seeds were exported from
Bar eta)Road, Sarbhog and Bongaigaon. I cannotunderstand how it was
arpet® - vernment should enquire about it. Sir, the Price. Clontrolling Offi-
"doncflavc checked the .frcc movement of commod:tles_ throughout Assam.
‘griruption is atitsheight in this department. ‘There is ng necessity of this
( b i artment at all. Many. men are unnecessa‘nly oppressed and this has dis-
ep aged the traders to bring goods from outs;rdc. 1 know in~Shillong recent-
CO“; = Deputy Commissioner has not only searched the shop and gocﬁ)wn But
Ayt he rooms belonging to ladies  but he got nothing there. Fhd s mar.
a nts here arcinow terribly afraid of :this :.Deputy Commissi oner and th't-
.chac stoPPCd ‘bringing goods from.Gauhati and other places. ‘Governmcri}g
havuld.rbe strong Cnoug_h to check the high handedness of guch officer soho
ho delight in molesting the people. ' Sir, a large sum of money has been

EraeIry
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::;:,'l\.'fl(--.l for the police force. They are meant to protect our lives alnd };1;)-
: 13 I-m.‘m fact, we !:_ud that 1!1:‘3.' are doing the contrary. . T!m other ‘)g
WO of the big oil mills of Gauhati were searched and small coins. of Rs.125
OF S0 were seized there. Government. should. know that evenin normal
Umes such big business concerns required 500 rupees worth of small coins
'!'“l}' but the police must do something to have their existence felt.

Sir, next T come to Education.  Thereis one Sanskrit Tol:called Mani-
kul Ashram in Gauhati established some ' 25 years ago, and was visited .b}‘
ur present Hon'ble Premier in 1927 and was: highly spoken of by h‘l_m.
But I do not sce any provision has been made for its maintenance. New 1n-

Stitutions  are being encouraged and large sumsof money have been provid-"

cd for them, but nothing has been provided for this - institution. This ins?

titution  is getting Rs.30 a month. It has its own building at the' best site:

of Gauhati near the bank of the river on a hill' and it is fit for'a college

building but the Government are not taking care of'it.  We have no grudge!

for providing new venture Sanskrit Tols with adequate money, but:I shall
request the Government to see that this oldest institution receives: its due
share: The teaching of Arabic, Persian and Sanskrit should be placed on

equal footing and substantial amount should be provided for Sanskrit tes=

ching which is also the demand of the Assam Sanskrit Board. The result
of this institution is magnificent. In 1940 one of the students' of this'ins-
titution stood first in the Degree examination of the Assam Board' of' Sans-
krit Education. In 1941, 13 students were sent'up and all of them passed.
But still it is not encouraged by Government. Only Rs:30 is‘being provided.
I request that the Hon'ble: Premier willsee to this institution.

Sir, previously Rs.2,000 was provided for the spread of Hindi edu-
cation, but from the Budget of this year I find that this has been stopped.
I could not find the reason for this. Government have already appointed
one Hindi teacher in every High *School. Now, what is the reason for

3

stopping  this provision ? Is not teaching of Hindi or Hindustani necessary"

any further ? T hope Government will see to that.

Maulavi MUZARROF ALI LASKAR: M. Speaker, Sir, I rise to
take this opportunity to speak a few woz:ds in connection with the general
discussion of the Budget, but I do not like 1020 1Rf0.1ts, minute dCtmlS. el
cepting a few general observations: and some grievances of the people of the:
subdivision I represent.

Sir; the district and particularly the subdivision I'represent. has been,

during the last few months, labouring under, prqbably, 'th.& heaviest  mili-
tary activities in the Surma Valley. Aerodromes with all thcq" paraphernalia
have been constructed and in consequence, hundreds of ; families of cultiva-
tors have been ousted from their homestcads-and best paddy ﬁ_eldS- In some
cases the homesteads have been taken but not the fields:- and in some others.

the vice-versa, But strangely enough the pricc- of these lands; so takeny has not-

been paid  to thé owners who have been left entirely at the merey: of Pro.
vidence for their shelter and food. No arrangements have been made for giy-
ing them land to cultivate for the maintenance of the'r families and childgen
although the rainy: season has already: set in; as it ,}hﬂ' authorities - by their
acticn ave telling them: <“Grow  no food and starve’.

One particular arca of Forest Reserve: called ! Jamira  was deforested .

s.me years ago [or settlement with' the landless people’and a portion thercor
remained unsetded as it was not fit for reclamation.. Thijs. area is b'eiﬁo-
offered to these stranded people for settlement; but they. do 3
there as the land cannot possibly bhe' brought under: cultivation

. : : I a-yeario
two. There are extensive suitable Jands-in the: Gharmura . For : .

est Reserve;

not like to g0
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which could conveniently be deforested even before, but the Forest Depart-
ment vehemently uppn.\‘c{? the proposal of the District Officers and occupied
a portion of the said area by establishing forest villages and starting plan-
tations. [here is yet suitable land available there, as well as at Bilaipur
Forest Reserve in Lallacharra. I would urge upon the Government to
throw open these areas for the people affected by the war projects and the
landless cultivators of Cachar, without further delay.

Sir, we are glad that a new portfolio, namely, the GCivil Defence De-
partment has been started under one Hon’ble Minister, exclusively meant
for the defence of the civil population against probable air raids by the
enemy. Lucrative appointments as A. R. P. officers and the like, have
been suitably made, but unfortunately no steps whatsoever have yet been
taken for the protection of the civil population of particular towns or
villages surrounding acrodromes or other military objectives. If
there is any chance of air raids in the Surma Valley, that subdivision is
most likely to be first raided ; but the Government appears to be callous
to this state of things and have started the works of civil defence in all
respects according to the maxim ‘‘charity begins at home™” (hear,
hear).

Sir, next comes the question as to how the local administration in
Cachar is going on. One Burma-returned officer is the District Magis-
trate and another retired officer who ought to have gone on invalid pension
long ago is the A. ID. M. now. R

The district authoritics send orders to the subdivisional officials to get

huge works such as constructions of buildings, etc., done in a very short
time——say in 3 days or so, for military purposcs. I'he local officers employ
contrgctors and fix rates for these works taking into their consideration the
keen demand of labour for ecxtentive military need all over the district
and the urgent naturc of the works. ,But when the bills for payment
are submitted by the contractors duly checked and passed by the local
officers, the district authorities reduce the amount therein to half or less
than half saying that the charges are ludicrously high, making thereby the
position of the local officers equally ludicrous at the cost of the wretched
contractors and as if these Indian officers are not at all reliable. Appoint-
ments were made in connection with military works, of all available ex-
Government servants — retired and dismissed, with the result that we hear
of suspension of, and enquiry against one here, and prosecution of another
there. Notices are being served on contractors now and then for refund
of large sums of money alleged to have been taken out of the Government
exchequer in excess of their dues. But I do not know who are primarily
responsible for such payments and irregularities. In this connection, Sir,
I like to point out that the policy of the Government in appointing rctired
officers and incomers from outside is open to grave objections. This not
merely hampers efficiency in public services but also breeds discontent amongst
the members of the permanent cadre whose legitimate claims of promo-
tion to these prize posts are being unjustifiably superseded.

Sir, even in normal times the few officers at Hailakandi are over-worked,
but in spite of voluminous military duties of urgent nature devolving on them
no extra ofﬁcer.s have been placed there. The public are, thercfore, the
worst sufferers in the usual course of administration,

Sir, the people of Cachar are all cultivators who derive their income
from the sale of their surplus paddy. Orders have been passed restricting
export of paddy outside the province, but there is yet another move to stop
export of paddy outside the district as well. The intention is that ' the con-
sumers who are mostly outsiders, including the officials, may get their

}
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supply of rice at a very low price. Thisstep will definitely golagaélnsétfhei
interest of the cultivators.. They have got to purchase their cloth ar.l‘t_ ]at
necessities of life at very high price — much higher than the price e"l‘: mg r
other places of the Province. Owing to heavy military dcmands,.t}mgia 3
not available and those available are eing sold by the merchants and s TOlP'
keepers at any high rate they please. There is no control over the-r.n. e
Government also do not seem to be taking keen interest in supplying gean.
dard cloth and other things. One small consignment of standard cloth ever
received in Hailakandi had to be kept under lock and key for months to-
gether on the ground that orders for its sale were not forthco}nmg fl:om the
authority. When the orders came, the stock was exhausted in no time and
not even one percent of the population could get a 3 yards piece out of the
entire supply. There has been no further supply vet.

Sir, I have got to bring to the notice of the Government another very
important matter. The Government this year, granted settlement of forest
areas of Cachar and Lushai Hills with traders to work out timber for a period
of five years. Tenders were called for, for monopoly fees. But at the time of
settlement, all the coupes were settled with the members of only three or four
families. * The best traders having the largest number of elephants and big
establishments were excluded. Those who had been annually paying the
largest amount of royalty to the Government for over the last fifty years could
not get any block. No principle whatsoever was followed in granting the
scttlements.  Neither the highest offer of monovoly was accepted nor the best
workers who for generations are working as timber traders with good records
could get the settlement. And to crown all, all the traders of the Haila.
kandi subdivision were entirely excluded in spite of there being highest offers
in some cases and the best traders with good records in the past; and as a
result the timber traders of that subdivision as a class — who are not a
negligible number, have been permanently ruined. In granting these
settlements the recommendations of the Divisional Forest Officer, Cachar,
were not also accepted.

Sir, rrﬁ’.“.‘ro""}atlon Is that the Conservator of Forests had consulted the
Hon ble d ";‘Stcr“m'(?hal‘ge at the time of disposal of these blocks and I
rﬂpms‘:“ﬁc the cause of the traders of my subdivision to the Hon’ble Minis-
ter by telegrams and letters while these tenders were yet pending. In this
the same Joint family got each one block.  The
her joint family secured one block each and similay
Ccases too. Even persons who never owned an
e]gghants nol‘lhave ever been traders have sepcured forest blocks. I fail tg
understand who are responsible for the destruction of this thriving class of
graders of Gachar ang Particularly those of Hailakandi in tofo. = Sir, T haye
pever-come ACross such an instanceidf olaring injustice done to a community
of traders of a subdivision, What al;-,irony of fate it is and how ridicy]e.
asly ttlc destiny lof the people is being wrought from the heights of Shil-
long g .

515’,_1 “m,{fi‘] Make mention of another very important grievance of my
subdivision. ~lhere are only one Aided High School, one Alia Madrassa
and one G1r!s Middle English School in Hailakandi. The amount of Go-
yvernment aid to eac[? of these institutions is Rs. 40 per month or less. The
High School z?.t Lala is one of the best aided schoo!s in the Surma Valley
having an cmol‘ment of over 300 students. These Institutions; in matter of
reCCiVing Gover l‘:lm.cnt a‘id, are always getting a Step-motherly treatment
The amount of aid in High Schools in other places Particularly in the dis.
tricts and subdivisions of the present and ex-Educatio;

1 Ministers are not
less then Rs. 300 to 500 a month, but we could not increase the aid of our

things occurred in otheyp
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Institutions . in spite of repeated prayers to the authorities.  Sir, should  the
people of Hailakandi patiently wait till, in course of changes in the Ministry,
the Hon’ble Mr. Chakravarty, who hails from that subdivision, comes to
possess the Education portfolio ?

Sir, one member of the Hailakandi Local Board died about a vear ago
and:the Board is going on without the representative of that constituency all
this time. I am told that the Government have no information about this va-
cancy yet. - I do not know who is responsible for this. Another member
of the same Board has. since resigned but is there any likelihood of bye-
clections in near future™? I fail to understand when these drawbacks in the
administration will be mended.

Sir, one word more and I have done. The dearness allowance provided
for in the Budget for the ill-paid servants of the Government is not at all
adequate, A much higher provision should have been made in view of
the abnormally high cost of Jiving in these days. Those in high position in
life are living happily in their own palatial buildings over their own lands
casily sccured, but the poor clerks of the Secretariat and the offices ol the
Heads of Departments are mostly  living in hired rooms unable to maintain
their family and children with them in these hard days. Lhe casc of the
clerks and the peons in the plains  also is the same. I hope the Government
will reconsider this matter. The. Government: should  also extend their
helping hand to the poorer Lower Primary school teachers as the Local
Boards are not in a position to help them. i,

Sir, the time is abnormal, but the Hon’ble Finance Minister has presen-
ted a normal Budget as usual from time immemorial. He' therelore deser-
ves our thanks and congratulations.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: On a point of information, Sir. May I
suggest that the Jast §|)ccch .just (jclivcrc_d by the hon. Meimber contains a
good deal of information which will be of great value to the cnemy as he has
made a reference to the number of aerodromes that are under construction
and the works that have ‘been  done there.  These things are not known to
many Members of this House nor to those outside this House, May 1 suggest
that while correcting his speech the hon. Member will, in the interest of
the p;:oplc of this province, delete the references to which I draw his atten-
tion :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There was a Resolution during the last
session of the Assembly author sing me ‘to expunge certain portions [rom the
speeches of hon. Members which would be considered by me as giving  infor-
mations to the enemy. Since then I looked into the Parliamentary Debates
of the House qf- Commons and I came across some instances of utterances of
Members, which were objected to on - the ground. that they were likely to
give valuable informations to the enemy. But the: Speaker of the House: of

Commons#said . that he could not rule  out those utterances on the ground:

that there was frcedom of debate and freedom of expression to be granted
to every Member. But we followed a different course in orc&r to be very
cautious about the safety of the people of this. Province. However; 1 would

request the hon. Member to see to it, when he would be correcting: his:

speech, that those portions of his speech | which are likely to give valuable
informations to the enemy  be so corrected as would not have: that effect;
but at-the same time would not alter the main structure of his speech in
regard to the materials he hag placed before the House. | -

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : Mr; Speaker; Sir, the Budget presented to
the House looks a dull one as the market all around is dull., Though it is

disgusting to many, it must, be repeated that in these abnormal times one

cannot expect much fromr the Budget. The' general policy. for all practical
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purposes must be on behalf of the Ministry to carry on in thc_Sf'h“‘Idl:;S;
times.  Of course:I have to admit, as Mr. Mookerjee has done. that r:“qt
not gone into very detailed subtraction and addition of figures, ot “I:" thhis
be admitted that it is a pity that there should be so many mistakes. ts, it is
is any indication of what may be happening lin other Departmen - guint
regrettable indeed for the Government of Assam. Itshows what amx ters
of vigilance, careful scrutiny and hard work is necessary for all the RhIIE n‘;'
and their subordinates. This leads me to say that the hands of the Mx-mS Y
are full and no new project can be or should be taken up, I mean new P“l“_
jeet in the sense, bold and big: policy, where thousands of rupees arve 131\‘0}\;
ed. ‘At one timeI said that any new project that would be taken up for the
whole provinee crores of rupees would be needed and at that ' time many
laughed. Take for instance, forthe sake of primary education for Assam, 2
huge amount will be needed. The question whether it should be taken up 0t
not, this Ministry alone cannot decide. It requires the co-operation il
parties m-:\ssam and the present atmosphere is not the opportune moment.
I agree with' Mr. Whittaker what he spoke about post-war policies. But L
would ratherlike to say, “why over-burden the present Ministry with post-
We expect a comple e change after this war. but why now

anticipate lhu_sc ch;‘mges and thus ‘make our hairs grey. ! For any bold pro-
ject co-operation of all partie It '

K s in '‘Assam is needed: It is not possible atthe
present moment. _l'or example, I come to Mass Literacy Gampaign which
was taken in war time. Look at the state of this campaign at the present

moment. It was taken up during an exciting moment throughout India.
At that time thc.rc was great force, but that force has lost 'its momentum
now. ~Along with the rest of India Assam took it, but opinion of all

p;}rtics was mot taken and all did not agree to!it and: to-day we are to agree
with the Mass Literacy Campaign. ' | It may beicalled a bastard childiof the
Education Department : - it has neijtl |

d tokn g Ither father nor mother. How it came
e n‘?l -. bco“; R ot receiving the motherly care as it deserves.
Rmss woed sereieaviwhen e \contetends report is before :the House and

it will be found only nominal work is :
am not in favour of this campaign. contemplated. On the wholg Sir, 1

‘Thae Hon’ble ¢}

will continue hig Speec

e ‘SPEAKE

. R: Order, order, ithe hon. Mémber
h after 2 p,

‘Adjournment

The AgsemblY.thﬁn'adjourne.d for lunch till 2 p. M

) ; After lunch
.1C. - ' - af i
' crlz\::; Carg)giLDSMITHg ‘When I left I was talking about . the Mass
Lllt R \%n] N besc o person than. Mr. Lubach, a distinguisheq
Cl :;ll'a R Sk dl:t ! the question of, adult literacy. He had toured round
Indl T Iftera People from their sleep. He talked a lot about the
expan Cy. ntlhI_ndia_ In:spite,of. that, I should say, this is not an
: ‘s project can be taken up in Assam . Mass. L
is good Vs::g'?ﬁg education is also good, but not one at the e:xpesnsel t::fl: at;:l}t;
Othel;th-e A4S ti:ﬁgn?ﬁ‘qt the disposal cf the Ministry bot cannot go
a 8, 1 ra L2 X
gzppcns - han bty 'S was only taken asan example to show what

- Project is taken up without the co : .
; _ n u : : -Co-operation of
arties. This rules out also the possibility of starting the Meifiical Schgolzg:
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I agree with Mr. Whittaker when he lays emphasis on one of the
three freedoms of Mr. Roosevelt, viz., freedom from want. From the world
point of view this is the crux of the whole thing. Economic problem is 2
world problem If this is solved in India today 99 per cent. ol our troubles
will go. We think of independence. Do we realise what it involves ?
Unless this economic problem is solved, this independence will mean
nothing. FEngland was independent, Germany was independent, prostrate
France was independent, Japan is still independent, outraged China was
independent ; but were they free from want ? Why was Beveridge Report
necessary in England 2 We will get independénce ; but along with indepen-
dence if the solution of her economic problem is not assured, independence
will be a mirage. It will be like a nice looking apple from outside, but on
opening it will be found to be full of vermin.

Therefore T will not overburden the Ministry with big projects. Let
us see what best it can do to remove the wants of the people. We cannot
expect the Ministry to make the country free from want completely.
Necessaries of life and the essential commodities are needed everywhere.
The duty of the Government will be to see that the necessaries of life reach
the remotest part of Assam. ¢ Grow More Food Campaign’ is going on and
that is the cry throughout India, but what do.s it mean? It means
improvement of agriculture. Therefore the Finance Department ought to
see that this department is furnished with moncy. And in agriculture
what is the most important thing ? It is the care of cattle. If the cattle are
attended to, the grow more food programine will run well. Veterinary
Surgeons have a hard lot. Due allowance sh.ould be given to them. More
Veterinary Dispensarics arc needed, but not in towns but where cultivators
live and the cattle are. This is a very important Department of the
Government. This Department should have ample money and the Finance
Minister should see that it is well provided with moncy. All this will surely
help the war effort. Government wants us to promote the war effort. This
is an indirect and silent way to help the war effort. Complaints have already
been made about lorries and  waggons that they are necessary. If they are
supplied, much help can be rendered. If the neceds of the .people are
supplied and they arc contended then the Fifth Columnists will not find any
field to work. Let the Ministry see to that very carefully. So far I have
spoken on general lines.

Finally, coming to particulars concerning my own community, I should
say that proper recognition has not been given to this community. TItis
regrettable indeed that Government have not seen its way to have even one
Officer in the Senior Provincial Service from the Christian community.
That is an indication how this community is receiving treatment in all the
departments. In the matter of scholarships, all the other minority com-
munities have found places, but nothing has been provided for the Indian
Christians. ~ This Christian community has contributed largely to the
welfare and development of Assam ; it has not lagged behind in this regard.
So this community, however small it may be, cannot be and should nat be
ignored in the body politics of Assam. If a small community is neglected
then the province cannot be called a healthy State. This Christian
community has helped in clearing jungles, in erecting hospitals and in
educating the people throughout the whole province and so Government

ought t0 recognise all these and’ give its proper recognition to this
community.

Now I should . congratulate the Government for providi '
secondary schools or primary schools. I hope the I;-I?)Y]l,l;]r;g Igcli?:égti;g
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Minister will see that the backward - Christian community get their I-t’mpcr
share out of these grants. With these few words, Sir, I resume my seat.

Rev.L. GATPHOH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Budget has been
presented to the House in a short and concise speech made by tb:e Hor{)’ dc
Finance Minister, which has been characterised as a Raraphrasc of th_c =
get—whether the expression is appropriate or not it is a matter of opnYom

I feel T must congratulats Mr. Mookerjee all the same for hl_?s Ougma\htsr‘
his prompt and ready speech and his bold stand to break the ice and set 1t-
rolling on the first day of the Budget discussion. To a layman an_d a few
others in the House like myself who have not been initiated up to this hour
to the intricacies of budgetary figures who cannot have the patience and
intelligence of a statistician to carefully examine and closely scrutinise ic
correctness of the figures in the Budget, for such of us we can have nothing
but a word of praise for the Finance Minister, for having made it quite
clear to us, within a short space of time as to how (@) does the Province

stand financially (4) what are the new responsibilities of the Government
(¢) and how best to discharge them.

hatever may be said, in the nature of adverse eviticisms against the
Ministry—it is perfectly plain and evident even from a cursory glance of
the Budget Memorandum and from the number of the new schemes
although T wish there could have been more new schemes and more
money sanctioned for old and new works and their expansion—it is clear,
the Ministry are not lacking in courage and imagination.

They look ahead even in these dark and cloudy
and stress of the war is beating hard at the door
actually become the objective of the ep
and want consequent on long and protr
pe the lot of the province.
nation-building departments

Education and Agriculture are on the forefront of their mind. New
schemes involving heavy expenditure in both the departments have been

rovided for.

In the case of the latt mean Agriculture, special attention is being
jven ; War conditions, of course, have made it an inevitable necessity.
But it is creditable, al] the same, for the response made by the Ministry fo
the dCI:nal;l,d of war conditions and circumstances. “Grow More Food
Campaign’ has calleq for new sanction both of a number of officers and
considerable sum

ofmoney. ¥ ilable for th
co glad to Ty, oney h’Ioney will be available for the purpose, we

) But I feel, T am on a sure ground, when I say, that
having appoimnted sufficient number of new officers, having sanctioned or
secured suf’hcient funds for pay of officers, for buying seeds, and for other
¢hings, Government woy)g be under a great delusion to suppose that the

gired object has beey achieved, that more foodstuffs are availah) .
d?oduce- of the lang, g b s 1o, Sk

There is always {he danger of Government Officers co
work.or the siaff of Demonerml s Suees i T ea or

days when the storm
» when our province has
emy-—when hardship and sufferings
acted prosecution of the war are to
They look ahead and have not neglected the

e I

ncentrating their
areas only which
Cers to supervise
YIn cars and other .easy modes of conveyancé.p It is
B0 R knowledge that for people living in such  areas thay are served
by OOd roads’ when probably all availab]c lﬂnds haVC 8,1[‘ ! \

A0 ) ; eady been broucht
under cultivation, very little jnducement is needed to make them gr%w
¢¢more food”. :

' good roads ; it being easy for offi
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It is the people who live in tracts of country-—~though rich and fertile-
but are greatly handicapped in that easy means of transport cither by land
or water are not theirs lot to have—it is such people who neced much en-
couragement from Government to grow more food—it is such people who
need help from Government to find a market for their produces It is from
those tracts of land-—outlying-areas—that we can hope to produce

more
food in the province.

Mere propaganda work as it has been hitherto done will be a sheer
waste of paper and more serious still, waste of money in salaries and  travell-

ing expenses of Officers. To me, Sir, at the present time, there is no work
which has a greater claim than this, on the willing co-operation of all civil
Officers with the public.

Now I come to the Medical and Public Health which is no less import-
ant than the other two departments. The excuse that the demands made
by the Military on the avai‘able medical personnel have made it not possible
for more new schemes to be entertained and for some work of reorganisation
in providing medical facilities in order to remove the long standing griev-
ances of the people here and there to be

undertaken, the excuse will not
hold good,

if considered in the light of the new schemes and of the means
and methods proposed for implementing the new schemes under General
Administration. Here new posts have heen created, old and retired Magi-
strates recalled—appointments to be made both direct and by promotion to
Senior Services—recruitment both from the Bar and Subordinate services is
conceded to. That is well and good. But I have not the least doubt if the
same procedure is followed in recruiting .)nl'.(litfil] men, th:}l is, if retired
doctors are recalled, those due to rt-.t'n'q are given extension, private medical
practioncrs are invited, c‘xprcss.;ly to .rnh(_:w-. doctors already in service, so that
they may be set free for war service. I am sure there can be ro dearth of
doctors in the Province-—at any rate, I can say that that is the state of things
in this district-—Khasi and Jaintia Hills—where there are more private Medi-
cal Practitioners in rural arcas than work could be found for them in Govern-
ment Civil Medical services.
My criticisms have been so far by way of suggestions. T hope, T shall
have occasion in the course of this session to say more on this subject. Be-
fore I take my scat, I feel a reference—only a reference and nothirig more,
should be made to what, in my opinion, is the key note of hon. Mr. Wihitikic.
ker's speech-—namely the importance of finding out the taxable capacity of
the people in the Province. This is the pivot on which hangs the administr-
ation of the Province—nay the well-b-ing, contentment, and prosperity of the
people in the Province. The confession of Mr. Whittaker is, therefore, not
to be surprised at, that mostly the training :)f the I. C. S, officers is concen-
trated on the subject and work of revenue. The war with its implications—
the war with all the changes brought about by it—may perhaps or shall
compel Government, when normal times return or even before that—to
revise their ideas about system or systems of taxation in the province. Be-
fore that timae comes, I would humbly at this stage lodge a protest—for it, is
too early or premature to say anything—against anything in the way of uni-
formity, anything in the way of treating the different parts of the Province,
as there were no differences among them-—in  respect of physical feature and
resources of different kinds and that the same system of taxation. be applied
to all. Such steps will spell ruin to the people—especially in the Aoy
tricts and loss to Government—because the real taxable capacity of the
people has not .bgen fou_nd out. We expect Government to launch such new
schemes to anticipate, if possible, post-war conditions. We force Govern-
ment hands to borrow money in the open market, but at the same time we

s s agan 48
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must be willing to help Government to find out the taxable eapacity o.f the
People and must be prepared to pay taxes to the utmost limit of our t.ak.ab]ﬁ
Capacity-—knowing that these are abnormal times and knowing that it is a
done in the interest of the Province—for the safety of hearth and homes, fo‘r
Supplying the needs of all—to meet the wants of all-sStenanghecc s B
ed and to raise the standard of living in the country and for IR A
avenues for increasing the wealth of the province. With these werds, 1
resume my seat.

(At this stage the Hon'ble Speaker vacated the chair and the Deputy
Specaker occupied it.)

Maulavi DEWAN MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, Assam may truly be called a!frontline province, and
we may characterise the present Budget as the Second War Budget. Assam
ll}!’.(‘ her sister ["I'O\'in(‘:(_‘ of “(‘I'IQ.‘II i‘{f(‘lS ]"l‘OlId that she has also CxpCl‘iﬂ“CCd
air raids and has kept up her morale and defied the attacks of the enemy.
Sir, we have heard something of the Civil Defence in other parts of the world
and we must congratulate the civilian population of Assam, who have stood
up to the most Intensive bombing and devastation. It has only reminded
us of the llcq'om and brilliant defences by the inhabitants of Britain, of
Moscow, of Malta and of Chungking. In the words of Hon’ble Sir
Government of India—I am sure
after we have got used to air raids, we shall be found equally ready to take
it and l‘hc enemy will soon find that India who has already given such a
wonderful account of herself, in the battle field, is not going to take any
notice of the bombing skirmishes.*

Sir, at this critical Juncture of the history of Assam, nay of the whole
world, while the enemies are knocking at our doors, all our effort should be
concentrated, as to how to defeat the Axis enemies and save innocent people
of Assam from the attack of Japan. It is no longer the war of Britain alone ;
it has now become a people’s war, the war of every citizen of Assam, and
of India "\:C,Sla\-‘e 10 faith in unwise and suicidal slogan of the Congress
of *‘Quit India” which means “Enter Japan’. It "is foolish to say that
while our houses are on fire, the inmates of the house should not try to put out
the fire and allow the": selves and their houses to be burnt. Whether we
like 1t or not we cannot ¢scape being mixed up in the war or avoid its con-
sequences. We have had ouy political differences, but, Sir, T venture to think
that there is no sane man in this country who would welcome the

- e A i Prospects
of an fl\‘\.ls }1ct01yw?r who does not unequivocally condemn Axis tyrsnny
and aggression. ¢ have realised too that the fate of India in the inter.

national sphere turns on the success of t

Sir, my hon. Friend My, Dakshina Ranjan Gupta tried to ive a

on behalf of the Gongrcss and referred to tlfe ques}zion of Indiga.n freezleolixlly
Congress ugder th(."m:asquerade of the Indian freedom want to establis};
5 Castt‘-H‘l‘ndu Raj in .India. <Pan-Asiatic freedom” of Desh Bangp
C.R. Das, C_}reater Indian Movement” of Dr. Rabindra Nath Tg o y
««pAkhand Hindusthan» of Mr. Savarkar and ““The United Ingj s

he Allied arms.

3 : roigc, A a’t gf
Mr. 'Gandhl, all have_ got the same aim of annihilating the

olitical and _CUltural 1dentity of the Muslims and other minorities fiii?r?}:e
surface of India. The Gongress demand freedom from G <

reat Britaj
they at the same breath refuse to grant the freedom or i

determination to the Muslimg and other minorities. If they r;%? tsinOf Se]'f..
their demand, let_thﬁm grant freedom or the right of seif-determ(i:e::‘ =
to, every cgmunity ot I'mdia  “The hypocritical policy of the GOI:IU' e
has now bheen revealed to (he world. This is why the Dravidiang of'br;lscs

South and the depressed Hindus did not go to My, Gandhi or to



106 BUDGET DISCUSSION (11T MAR.

Nfr: Savarkar, the President of the Hindu Mahasabha, for the safeguard of
their interest. They have come under the flag of Quaidi Azam Jinnah and
have accepted him: as their political saviour. We follow the principle of live
and let live. We stand for the freedom not only for a particular class or
community but freedom for all, freedom for Muslims, frzedom for Dra-
vidians and Depressed classes, freedom for Christians, freedom for Euro-
peans who accepted India as their home

So, the Hon'ble Finance Minister has rightly said that ““the conditions
still pervade the atmosphere and the problems that they brought in their
train still continue to influence and determine actions of the Govern-
ment and their policy”.

But, Sir, we arec very glad to learn that even amidst the over-riding
demands of war situation, Government have not allowed themselves to
deflect from the policy of steady and gradual expansion of education, in its
stages throughout the province. Our heartiest congratulations go to the
Hon’ble Finance Minister and the Hon’ble Minister for Education in par-
ticular who have included many new schemes in this year’s Budget. Every
community including Muslims, Hindus, Christians, ‘['ribals and members of
the two valleys have found a very fair and daradmand educationist in our
present Education Minister.

Sir, in the last November session of the Assembly, I urged upon the
Government the necessity of forming of a Muslim Education Board for co-
ordination of education and culture amongst the Mussalman of the province.
I am very grateful to find that he has kindly made provision in the Budget
of Rs.3,000 for holding a Muslim Educational Conference to discuss !llc
question of re-organising the present system of Madrassa Education which

was started 25 years ago. My original demand was that the whole system
of Muslim  Education both religious and  secular should be revised
and re-organised. So, I humbly re-iterate my demand that the function of
the Board should not only be confined to Madrassa Education alone, but
it should include our collegiate and technical and industria! education
as well which should prépare our boys to face the hard struggle for exis-
tence which lies ahead.  The sum of Rs.3,000 is inadequate for this pur-
pose and should be incrcas«_.-d at least to Rs. 10,000, We are also glad to find
that the status of the Principal of the Sylhet Alia Madrassa has been
raised in class I of the Assam Education Service. Sylhet Madrassa is the
only unique institution of its kind in the whole of the province and we hope
and trust that under the sympathetic and able patronage of the Hon'ble
Premier and the Hon’ble Education Minister it will become the centre of
Muslim culture, the Jomi-i- Azhar and Cordora of Assam, nay the whole of
India. Like the convocation expenses of Sanskrit Education Toard, Sylhet
Alia Madrassa should get a grant of Rs.1,500 for the convocation of title
classes which should be re-named as Dourai-Hadis,

No mention has been made for the much neglected primary Muktab
education in the Budget Estimate. So we urge upon the Government to
carmark an adequate portion from Rs.40,000 for the expansion of Muktab
Primary education in our rural areas to enable Local Boards to take over a
large number of venture Primary Muktabs awaiting financial assistance
from Government. Like our sister province of Bengal, Muktabh Assistant
Sub-Inspector should be appointed to inspect these Mukabs.

Number of Junior Madrassas have now been increased and the
should be two special Deputy Inspectors for Muslim Educzltion one frc
the Surma Valley and the other for the Assam Valley and thd rtst ?;;.
the present Special Deputy’ Inspector should be converted ‘to the poz;t f
Assistant Inspector for Muslim Education. p 2
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Sir, in page 64 the Memorandum of the Budget Estimates we find
that [.51"\'i§-i\'!| is made for the creation of two additional posts of Assistant
Inspectress ol Schools. We also agrec that since the devolution of the
power of administration of girls’ schools to the Inspectress of Schools,
Assam, the strengthening of the female Inspecting staff has become a
nccessity,  But, Sir, we regret that up till now no Muslim Assistant In-
spectress of Schools has ever been appointed in  the province. We must
frankly admit thact we are very much backward in female education than
other communities. Muslim ladies are proverbially very orthodox and
thev do not want to mix with the Inspectress who belongs to the other com-
munity. So in order to encourage and spread the female education among the
Muslims, at least one Muslim Inspectress of Schools should be appointed.
Hindus, Christians, Khasi “I'ribals are well-represented in the female in-
specting staff. But the Ml.:slims are utterly unrepresented in the female in-
specting stafl of the province and they should get their due share. At
least one of these two proposed posts of Additional Assistant Inspectress
of Schools should go ‘0 2 Muslim. Now-a-days there is no dearth of compe-
tent, cxpm‘icnccd and st}it;nl:lc canditate for this post and we urge upon
the Government to appoint at least one Assistant Inspectress for Muslim
Female Education of Surma Valley in the province. :

With these words, Sir, I resume my seat.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order, orvder. I have got
only 25 minutes more beyond which it will be my painful duty not to allow
an individual member to make a speech and, therefore, I would like to know
how many of the hon. members intend to speak.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: There are many more, Sir,

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Will the intending speakers
plcnsc stand up. -

(At this Stage Some lncn’]_bers st()()d up in their SC&IS).

Lhe I,)Elf’ UTY SPEAKER: How am I 1o  accommodate
so many irembers whep have got only 25 minutes more ?

2 A st watANATH MOOKERJEE: May 1 make a suggestion
Sir - ?S‘laken by the Hon’ble the Speaker.  So I think it woulg B
petter if preference g given to those who submitted their nameg in
time. |

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :
posal to extend the Period up to 5 P..M.
Chandra Gollan'l to SPQa

Sir, in the morning there was 3 pro-

SPEAKER : Order, order. Rai Sahipb Daulat
k now.

Rai Sahib DAULAT CHANDRA GOHAIN: wyyyy Tetetfe

a2 ’TﬁFﬁ gl‘rq RIS fove gty w5 TheThalE 3 Blia=an LR Ff= .
pres A [ TCRINGTF Czm 1 qGE, 9T Ao \VJT‘HEQ -:;5
e ARG | A0 417 si%em wiy = 1fies, frg Tty mb !
gle @ AT | CT2 FTd ttetey fom e e 9T TS f:?
g@atea fam AT AT Sfedt weh w5 3w oy o BIRIENE an;%f:
Atfacar ©ia 70 | BTS 2www & e armww oy 1isge Seww et wfm
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17 900 CoifFanRT B31S 1v/0 FM ‘s O Fa {T514 Aem w17 Fam
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Grow More Food Campaigna fasca  #st2 safats Honorary Pro-
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Frx | 4% tFZ At w4 (F T2 afza cATen |

Srijut RAMNATH DAS: 5ir, I am "_‘-'””‘," sorry that I cannot con-
gratulate the Hon’ble Finance Minister for the Budget he has presented
as he has not provided any sum for the expansion of education
amongst the scheduled cnst(:s”whpsc backwardness in education is known to
one and all. I do not know, Sir, for what reasons lu; ‘lms shown this antipathy
towards the scheduled castes.  But I will be glad if T am given a chance to
congratulate him in the next Supplementary Brl‘ld;.{:(:l. :

Although, Sir, we have got a 'SI).?.!I'(! in t.h(: (,:El)mcl in the person of the
Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia, yet it is a pity that we have not receiv-
ed through him any share in the expansion of our education. Clertainly,
Sir, coming as I am from Jorhat, a place in which most of the political pri-
soners of the Assam Valley have been brought together, [ think, Sir, I shall
be failing in my duty if I do not speak something about these prisoners at
this stage. For the present, Sir, 1 will not refer to the atrocities committed
by the jail staff of the Jorhat Jail on the evening of the 24th February last
upon a large number of political prisoners, because the incident is under a
judicial enquiry. But, Sir, I think I should bring to the notice of this
House and through it to the Govcrpmcn!; the manner in which the political
prisoners and particularly tl:lc security prisoners and icw dependents are
subjected to untold hardships, unnecessary humiliation, and all manner of

rivations. Sir, in the Assam Valley alone over 1,600 people were arrested
and detained in jail ; a number of them are members of this House
occupying as respectable position as are now being held by the Hon’ble
Premier or the Firance Minister ; some of them are eminent lawyers and
distinguished doctors, tea-planters, businessmen, neWspaper editors, school
teachers, graduates and under-graduates of Universities, all enjoy the
esteem of the public. Of these, more than 200 arc detained without any
specific offence being alleged against them ;  a fairly large number of these
security prisoners have either been declared innocent by criminal courts, or
against whom the police after prolonged detentions have failed to bring

before us,
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any specific charge.  Most of these prisoners have l-Cltr bcthmlfait[l:::-:?x; I:;acl::i\l
and dependents in their homes. Some of them have 1L,ot [P 1 e ttheir el
establishments to look after the tamily, pay for the”e( uca lton S
dren, municipal and other taxes, life insurance p:gm;{a cnc’. Ay
the Government have not thnughl‘ll !}tz('(‘ssnl'}‘tn ll%r‘l ea q_\t };r e OB tiness
soever for them in jail or for their families outside. & n:. mcnn Pl iy e
leaders of the province were arrested before thci mo\ L]!'m;ted i Wy
known here, and as I saia just now, many could 1imt e 1rmpllcl.nen 1re)bein«
police with all their surveillance. And yet z-ll-lhc i,enltetll cv: SRl
detained in preventive custody to satisty the Government ,t lqa 11-1{“ itf Y(hc
“‘out of harm’s way'’ as T\'I!'. Amery put lt: .I wm.‘nf. tlo S.'l}rl, v u‘él : 5 ! e
Government want to detain these people, it is their bounien dut _\. o g :

s snance to their families and to provide in jail the comforts which
m.ufm_‘._‘ used to while they were outside.  These are the least that any
”'K.} ‘-””- ¢ should do if it is not to be called an inhuman Government.
(:m‘c:}!“;}:‘: '::II I know none of them have been provided with any such
:I(l'ct)\‘.\:u't:t"v -t;n: even the Members of the Assembly.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: What did the hon. Member say, Sir ?
Did il(‘ say ‘inhuman Government’ ?

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. Member should
use a happier term. ‘ ' ’ :
Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Allright, Sir. I do not know, Sir,
X = = a3 [ v . 11 . s
\"llt‘thl'Jilll the members have got facilities to draw fheu‘dsalazt:es;é)ut 13;511;::
i‘ng that they have done it, do the Go\'crnngvntﬁonrsl ::(x; lthc r;flnlﬂiez cf,‘
meet the 1‘c(iui1-e:nvm I have mentioned above : ; dos;‘;'lrz\lf'ltion e thero
these prisoners are going to be saved from want ‘IP-'E S th:asc ri‘soners ﬁ‘oc
fore clear that not only are the Government depr l:.en&:vi[['ullypstarvin th 'In
their usual amenities in jail, but the GO\.rcrmn.t-%nt guca.tion el puttin%r thcerrl;
. - gr Dl 1 1 -[d A d ey -i\-in(r thpn] 0( fh.f'“ L < g
mm;lll(h s Cm'lun-l’l o ![‘ o fault of their own Sir, even detenus
to all manner of hardship for no Iz ub :
are being meted to these prisoners. We lc.. , rs- WY ir, at
‘nme : e O sider such prisoners  as may apply to
Government ape prepared to cons i
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o el R DN Al e il vith their widespread espionage arrest
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Then, Sir, looking into the condition of the prisoners it neced not be
stated that the provision of the prisoners’ diet according to the jail rules for
all classes of prisoners falls far short of the standard aictary accustomed by
the most prisoners. I will mention only a few of the deprivations from which
they must be suffering.  You know, Sir, thatin Assam few people can do
without tea in the morning and in the evening, however poor their position
in life may be ; but a very few only are allowed to take tea in the morning
and none are allowed any in the afternoon. Cannot there be a gencral
order for tea for all political prisoners ?  Similar is the ruie for the supply
of fish and milk. Unless they are to come as diet on medical grounds miik is
given to none, and fish is supplied only twice in the week for *C’ Division prison-
ers and twice or thrice to the upper division prisoners. The same callousness
is seen in the supply of vegetables, oil and Ghee, the last of which is never
given to the ‘C’ Division prisoners at all.  Cannot the Government provide
these things on a more liberal scale to these prisoners —particularly the secu-
rity prisoncrs ?  Sir, even for the supply of small amenities reference has got
to be made to the Inspector-General of Prisons.  Why, can it not be done
without any reference to him ? In reference to clothing, the security prisoners
have got to find their own clothing, purchase their own toilet and other
necessaries. It is ridiculous to think that while the Government should be
detaining them, the prisoners would be expected to get them from their
own funds. Again, Sir, if the students are to be educated, they should be
supplied with facilities for study, but the restriction in respect of study is so
severe that even religious books are not :l”!‘)‘.‘V‘C(‘l unless passed by l}l(?' Police
or the Deputy Commissioner. In these and in many other ways which _are
too many to enumerate and which'l have no doubt that the Hon’hle Minis-
ter for Jails has heard from the prisoncrs themselves, the Government are
inflicting all manners of sum:rm_;‘;s on these prisoners, I again repeat that
they should be removed if the Governm ‘nt is worth its name.

Sir, in offering the above criticism and advice I have been guided by the
sole motive of creating a better and a more human atmosphere in the coun-
try by and on behalf of the G(_)w:rnn}cnl. I also hope, Sir, that in a matter
like human treatment to political prisoners, therc should not be any party-
politics and that we should all join hands in asking the Government to carry
out the suggestions I have submitted. I only hope, my voice will not be
crying in the wilderness.

Xhan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: Sir, [ am sorry to find the
Budget as presented void of future progress of the province. I want to speak a
few words regarding the position of foorl-stuffs in the province. In the morn-
ing the Hon’ble Premicr has given us an assurance that he will consider the
question of export and import of the surplus paddy of the province.” But I
may point out that export cannot be possible or desirable before the month
of June or Vadra, for this month is the time for harvest and before harvest
none can say what amount of paddy will be surplus.  As this is the time for
cultivation and for strengthening the <row More Food Campaign, great
facilities should be given to the cultivators. Now, some people are getting

much money by selling their paddy, but some do not know how to utilise
their cultivable land and some cannot cultivate their lands for want of
plough cattle, because they have to sell their cattle for want of money and
tomect t_hC_ high prices of other commodities and cloths, I again request the
Hon’ble Prime Minister not to make any scheme for the sale of surplus of
paddy until next June or Vadra. One way of giving facilities to the cultiva-
tors 18 to postpone realisation of the agricultural loang given to them, and

if it is not done the Grow More Food Campaign cannot succeed.
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Realisation of the Agricultural loan should be stopped to allow the cultivators
to groyw more paddy.

We find people getting much benefit by joining military activities, but
if we look at other aspects of this we, find that they gain nothing. What-
ever they get they are to spend when they buy things at very high prices.
So, we cannot say that their conditions have ii'npm\'v_d in any way. In the
same way we have seen people carning good wages while working at aero-
dromes at certain places.  But alter working for some time they return home
lrll.s SOME attacked by malaria, same  with cholera and dysentery, and so on,
I'he "]“Hlillfj result is that they have to spend much maoney en their treat-
ment—out of them som even die at home. Some people die in the aerods
romes like cats and dogs and there are practically none to take care of them.
These dead persons leave behind their; families without any source of
income and thus make their children destitute. - Once I found some people
coming by boats but  without boatsmen. When 1 approached the boats
I 1f0uu(1 some lying sick and one dead.  This fact was brought to the notice
of the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet, but I do not know what step was
taken.

I wish to speak a few words with regard to the great inconvenience felt
now-a-days in travelling by train.  This is mainly due to the military peopl-.
Sometimes 3]l the carringes ol a train are occupied by them, and our civil
PAassengers get no room so much so that some have to stand outside the
doors.  While sn doing many persons are said to have met with serious acci-
dents.  Government should move in this matter also so that more carriages
are nlliollv.(l tor civil population, _ . \

Sir, we atiribute the reason for dearness of food-stufls to war. But it is
not entirely due to that—but due to transport trouble and prefiteering by the
merchints also,  Tp regard to this as well I request the Government to take
due steps. J

With these' few words, T iesume my seat.

(Babu Nirendra Nath Dev rose to speak). :

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: May I ask the hon. Member to finish
his speech within five minites, otherwise I shall have the painful duty to
ask the Hon’ble Prime Minister to begin his reply ?

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: May I not have an extension of
time ? \

The DEPUTY SPRAKER: No. I have already committed that
the Hon’ble Prime Minjster should begin at 3 p.m. _

Babu NIRENDR A NATH DEV: Very well, Sir. I shall require
only 10 minutes. T 2

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it was very much amusing to hear the hon.
Leader of the FBuropean Group accusing the present Ministry for lack of
courage and imagination, Bxcept for a:compliment for cancelling the land
revenue remission My, Whittaker’s was a sedthing condemnation of the
present Ministry—condemnation in a manner, Sir; which [ think, could not
have been surpassed cven by a Leader of the Opposition.  Well might the
Hon’ble Ministers exclyim @t = (7 fg;ﬁf 9 @18 10 (o7, t.e., he for whom
we are stealing calls ug thieves. . :

Sir, Mr Whittaker was v;zl}f:men‘t in hi‘S‘ attack upon the Ministr
not finding out new. sources of income by fresh taxation. My
was thoroughly disgusted with the present Ministy |
reconstruction plan. Fourteen lakhs for Agricultuy
of the urgency of the problem. = .

Mr. -Whittaker warned the Ministry against
for 32°5 lakhs of our present revenue income wag

y for
Whittaker
¥ for not taking up any
€ Was a mere sop in view

any false sense of security,
a mere war windfall and
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even from now we must guard against post-war dropping down of our reves
nues. Mr. Whittaker deserves our thanks, Sir, for pointing out some of the
worst features of our economnic position. I thank him also for the manner in
which he has taken up the cause of the hungry citizens ol this Province.

Sir, Mr. Whittaker was pleased to tell us of the four freedoms -War
aims as enunciated by President Roosevelt.  While talking of freedom from
want he was also pleased to mention about freedom of speech and freedom
of fear. 1 hope, Sir, while mentioning them he did not take them for merc
platitudes. I submit, Sir, just as at this moment people in India have not
only to face extreme want so far as material comforts are concerned, but
they have also to live constantly under fear of imposition of collective fines,
under fear of any day being run over by military lorries and above all under
fear of imprisonment and Police molestation for no fault of theirs except that
they love their country, as do true Britons in Britain or true Americans in
America. Sir, as for the freedom of speech, the world knows, India has non¢
of that commodity just at the present moment.

Sir, President Roosevelt has tried to enunciate war aims. If heis at
all serious about his war aims, Sir, he will also have to tell his Allies in
England that they cannot have this war won and their aims fulfilled by
denying to 40 crores of people the very things they are fighting for. Mr.
Whittaker and his people will not win this war by denying freedom of
speech to 40 crores of people in India. They cannot expect to make the
world free of fear by {u:::pim, a whole country constantly under threat ol
fines, imprisonments and gagging f:l"(l‘('.fs. If Mr. Whittaker and his people
are really serious about fighting against aggression It:t‘tht'm also acknowl-
edge, Sir, that their fight will bear no fruit unless their means of fighting

are commensurate with their aims of fighting.

As for freedom from want, Sir, Mr. Whittaker was pleased to suggest
fresh taxation for increase in Provincial revenues and reconstruction plans
for augmenting Provincial wealth. Sir, we have not forgotten as yet the
vehement opposition which the party now led by Mr. Whittaker gave to the
very legitimate taxation proposal on ag:‘:cultural income which the Congress-
Cloalition Ministry brought before, this House and had to carry it through
with a good deal of strife and strain. If at last good sense has prevailed
Sir, let Mr. Whittaker be sure that moncy raised by fresh taxation does
not go to cover the dav-to-day ad ministration cost of the Province as has
been the fate of 27 lakhs raised annually by Agricultural Income-tax.
Let us be sure that all fresh incomes do go exclusively to nation-building
departments for the permanent benefit of the Province and not squandered
away in the name of war emergency and establishment charges.

While talking of fresh taxation, Sir, Mr. _W’!littaker gave the Ministry
Complimcnts for cancclling land revenue remission. Wc_ on this Side, Sir,
hold quite other views in the matter and many hon. Members in this
House and the Press outside have expressed their total disapproval of the

. land revenue policy of the present Government. It was most unfortunate,
Sir, that the present Ministry instead ol tapping other sources of income
should have thought it wise to fall upon the poor cultivators who after 10
or 12 years of acute economic crisis hqv_e now to face the horror of rise in
prices and scarcity of essential commodities.

Mr. Whittaker was telling us that just now the bulk of population in this
province have more money in their hands than they used to have sometime
“back. Iam sure, Sir, that bulk does not include the poor cultivators——
victims of floods and droughts. I‘ am  sure, Sir, Mr. Whittaker’s
pulk of population does not include the ten or twelve lakhs

L e e e R T .~
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of tea garden labourers or the poor Primary School Teachers living on a
ere pittance of 12 or 1§ rupees a month. I am sure the bulk of Popula.-
ton referred to hy Mr., Whittaker does not include Aided School Teachers
or lﬂ\\‘-pnid clerical staff, certainly not also lawyers and doctors, journa-
lists, Insurance Agents or petty landholders or for the matter of that any
private wage e

arners in this province. Ers

I quite agree, Sir, war has given some money in the hands of some
people in this province, but they are none except those that are connected
with the two wasting departments of the Provincial Government ; I mean
the National War Front which was so aptly called the National Waste
Fron.l by our esteemed colleague, Mry. Mookc:ricc‘ and I mean also, Sir, the
ll:llll):fc \‘\;t’u'ks‘Dcpart.nu‘nt, \\‘hif‘!l may as well be very: "ii{ht_l}: styled ‘1.]1‘9

ublic. Waste Department, agamnst the head of which department, Sir,
very serious allegations have recently been made in the Press to which my
hon. Friend Maulavi Maqgbul Hussain Chaudhury made a reference the
other day, Military and Publje Works contractors, merchants and shop-
keepers, tea planters and big farmers——these are the people for whom the
war has been a blessing and these are the sources that have to be tapped
for increase in provincial revenue and I am sure, Sir, the Ministry may
expect public support if they can bring in proposals for taxing these war
profiteers ; but I must remind them again, Sir, that any money thus

raised must exclusively go for the purpose of the nation-building depart-
ments. .

Mr. Whittaker was pleased to give us a very rosy picture of possibili-
ties of industrial development in this . province. Hydro-Electricity and
irrigation, water-supply and intensive cultivation and mmproved commu-
nications and industial Plants, I submit, Sir, none of these are any
extravagant ideas any day for a Province like Assam. But Mr. Whittaker
must admit that if these are also as much war efforts in these days as
going to the front and manufacturing planes and tanks they must have

opular cnthusmsm- at their back to make them practically realised apq
that popular enthusiasm wiJ] not be created until the people find their own

trusted leaders at the helm of affairs. For the present, Sir, the people of
this Province want nothing more than two meals a day, some cloth to

cover their bodies, a little bit of education for their children and some
medical help in their death beds—even these very very modest demands,
Sir, the people of this Province are denied by their administrators to-day,
As for the two meals, Sir, thC_PrOVincial Head says we have 42 lakhs of
maunds of surplus, the officers In-charge give figures that contradict each
other and the people find the price of rice rising higher and highey.
grandard cloth has been Stranded, Sir, nobody knows where, and People

o on cursing their kismat for want of a piece of cloth. My last word ig that
%his war is a war for the h?rnpire and if England _ha_s thought it fit tq fight
others who may have designs on her Empire itis only in the fitness of
things, Sir, that England shoulg pay for the fight from her owp Pocker ..
they have no right to spend a pice from India’s revenues for keeping their
hold upon the Empire. T submit, therefore, that this lump sum for Civi]
Defence, namely 16 lakhs, ought not to have been budgeted from the
coffers of the Pr'ovmmal_ G9vernmcnt and the PI'OVHlCl:':ll Governmem had
Ao jugtiﬁcation in entering Mo an agreement for bearl.ng any portion of
the cost on this head, partl(mlarly when the Province

3 . was. fot in g
position  to meet even the Mimimum requirements of the nation

-buildin g
departments,
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,  when the Constitution under which we gather
in this Assembly Hall was on the Legislative anvily 1 really wondered what
was the necessity for this “general discussion of the Budget'. T now find

that this is necessary as a safety valve to let out lot of gas which otherwise
would has ¢ remained as an explorive mixture. 1 found to-day that some
Members were really speaking on wider subjects that one could think of
under Budget discussion. We have heard in the name of the general discus-
sion of the Budget, an apologia for the attitude of a cerrain party. We have
heard under the same nomenclature a disclaimer on the point of {reedom for
minorities. (At this stage the Hoh'ble Speaker took the Chair). We
had had just now an exhibition of advice gratis to no les a
person than the President Roosevelt of Amecrica. How in the name of
rclevancy, such a kind of talk could be allowed under gencral discussion al
the Budget passes my comprehension. I for ysell would not follow this
example. 1 will confine mysell to the remarks that - certain hon. Members
made as regards the departments which 1 administer. Unforiunately on
account of my preoccupations in the Upper House, T was not present here
when two hon. Members of the Opposition delivered their speeches but some
of my Hon’ble Colleagues have given me certain notes about this and 1 lm..\'c
my reply on these notes.  If there is any omission or if there is any  commis-
sion, I hope my hon. Friends will excuse me as they have spoken in my
absence. 1 have divided the subjects of my reply into  foun heads which 1
will term as follows - -t 1) moral, (2) material, (3) maintenance ol law and
order and last (4) makers of future.

As rewgar s the first, 1 should say that some l.'"”- Members who were
kind enougzh to speak about the (lulu.:s ol the Ministry wanted that 1 _shuul.(l
resign and make room for others. Clertain x\“1(:m|1(:1.s. have made i1t ther
Lusiness of being a shul,Ll('.(.:U(:k.If(t}\‘\’ﬂf:ll. the country-side and  the Asscml)l‘y
Chamber ; 1 \V(:ll',l){ll(: llu:u: criticisms for no other purpose than because it
gives me an insizht into 1]15:1;- rnt.:n.l‘al -wulklng. We have been ;u:‘(;;__:scd _()l
fiddling when the country 18 !Jll.llil.lllg 2, e lhn:wc Iur(::} accused of ln_.n.ng in
palaces while persons cqually dlh}mgmshcd and holding the same position as
myself arc behind prison bars.  « thought }h:u. the hon. Member who spoke
to-day about the (_:rucl treatment that is being rp¢t(:(1 out to the prisoners S
Jail was an ¢,c wilncess. _I also thought l]l:'l.l. he is perhaps a Jail visitor but
subsequently on an inquiry I found that his statement was based on hearsay.
1 s consirained to say that when any advice is given unsought with an
ulterior motive, it passcs through one car to the other and into the void;
therefore, I will not take any heed of these libels  that have been leyelled
against the Ministry specially myself. I for one, cian say boldly and with a
free conscience that I had never any hand in putting those highly disting-
uished persons behind the prison bar-—some were arrested even before . the
Ministr'y came into existence. As a matter of fact, 1 remember one hon.
Member  twitted me in the last scssion that I have stepped in after putting
these M.L. As behind Jail walls. We have bc_cn_ criticised chiefly because that
the Ministry have got no plan and therefore it is to be condemned. ‘There
is a Bengali saying whic-l} 1 think, at sox;r‘)c_other time, I have already men-

tioncd to :tlu:s }:Ig‘usc. it rungs‘tl_'l.us AR T a7 w7 W @7 9G AR, that
is the Ministry which is not functioning at present must be better than the
Ministry that is administering the country now. ‘There are some who even
went. to the length of saying that 93 Administration was far better than this
Ministry, but I can tell the hon. Members that mnost  of these.. . Members
ran to me and asked me  to form the Ministry so that the p=ople’s
representatives can atleast get a forum to place their complaints. - Now
these very Members seek to condemn  us on the plea that we have got no

o
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plans. I can very well now go into my next category, i.e., abaut
“material.” i
Whether we have plan or not will be evidenced from our food supply

scheme for the distribution of paddy an | rice throughout the province ; our
attempts to control the prices will also clearly show whether we' haye
got 'a scheme or not. The ' hon. Members  who  yent thi:oug_h
news papers must have found that at the timc. b R
selling at Rs.8 per maund within the province  of Assam,
across a very slender boundary line, in Bengal the price of rice was SG108
as high as Rs.23 per maund. " Even now I am told that the :lmnf‘?b“‘:qr
Patrika received to-day is publishing the fact that at Calcutta the rice 1s
selling at Rs.22-8 whereas the hichest price of rice in Assam is Rs.10 per
maund. Has this state of affairs come out of nature or on account of the
workil"!ﬂ' Of“} }Jl:ui by the Ministry ? There was a time when at Habiganj
the price of rice had gone up to Rs.11 per maund but when the Ministry
banned export of rice and paddy bevond the borders into Bengal from that
suhdnws:u[l. price of rice immediately came down to Rs 8 per maund. We
are pursuing a policy not for pl:uuii(s but according to our moral concep-
tion of duty, but we get condemnation. We have heard on the floor of this
very House that we were ruining the farmers, because had they been
allowed to send the food-stuff to lfcnqu!. they would have realised higher
prices and they would have been rich by this time. Probably they would
have got a temporary gain, but by the policy the Ministry have adopted,
they have conserved the food-stull for the province and this has kept the
prices 10 a reasonable level and saved the people of Assam. j

~ 'T'hen, again we have been condemned for the fact that the food-stuff,
that have been bought from outside have not been properly diSt"ib‘?-ted- It
is all very well to say that there have been some mal-practices in  the distri-
bution. A word of credit should go to the Ministry who have boldly taken
over the Government after the 93 Administration and been able to keep. the
rising prices of food-stuff' at a reasonable level. Can the hon. Members find
out another province througlmuf India where Government have ventured to
control the prices as has been done in this province ?  We say that the
experiment that has been performed in Assam is the very first of its kind
and we have the bUiflnCSS to say that we have to a great extent been able tc;
suppl}’ th(} peop:lc \_wth_ their daily necessaries of life at a reasonably Jow
price. If the dlSt!‘lbL_ltlun has not been up to the standard, it is not our
fault. 'Ijli‘ere are SO(-:I.H.I lepers in every community, who taking advautagc of
the conditions prevailing, want (o benefit their own purse. There are certain
mcl'Chants_ who have _lﬂl{(‘.n adVleltElQ,‘C of the i]litcracy and simplc mi:i-‘
dedness of the people in the countryside. Although Government have fixed
the price, the rural people often time do not get the food-stufl at the price
settled by Government and have to pay a higher one. Is the Governrneni
responsible for this state of affairs ? Is it not a discredit to our own chara;
teristic that We cannot see beyond our own personal gain ? Governm \H
issued instructions to the District officers to see that the prices of food-st? i
remain at the reasonable level which has been settled by the Governmeuﬁ‘
If that'is not In vogue in any particular locality, is it not the duty of tI}llt'
citizens themselves to complain to the proper authority ? If Governm, §
do not take necessary steps, then only Government should be &:(:andemnercllt
But what can We do when no less than the first citizen of Maulavibazar 'fh"
Chairman of the Municipality, kept silent when he had to pPay Re.l 'f"of‘ 1
bottle'of kerosene without making any complaint ?  He says that he realiéeg
the futility Pf' complaints, becayse other persons did not get relief. Being g
representative of the constituency of South Sylhet, he could ver :

% 3 2 L vy well cor-
respond not only with the District officer but even with me who am'ip
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charge of the Supply Departinent, and then, he could come and complain
thfzt Government is at fault. So, if we have not been able to keep the
prices at a reasonable level and if the price control scheme has been a
failure, it was because we did not get proper support and co-operation from
the people.  If leaders of public opinion——the representatives of the people
would have helped us in the matter and co-operated with us, then surely we
would have been able to keep the prices under proper control. Some
suggest that the Price Control Committees should be reconst-
tuted so that the committeces may attempt to control the prices. 1 do not
sec how the Price Control Committees in urban areas would be able to
check the prices in illicit sales that go on in the rural areas. What we
want is public co-operation and a set of people who should watch over the
neferious activities of a sct of merchants. For the Surma Valley, I am think-
ing of utilising the services of the volunteers of the National War Front
and the Civil Defence parties that have been set up under this organisa-
tion. In the last November scssion I remember my hon. Friend Babu Kamini
Kumar Sen praised the activities of the National War Front parties in
Karimganj in distributing kerosene. But some hon. members have been
pleased to call this National War Front as the National Waste Front. If
my hon. Friends have cared to watch the activities of the National War
Front, they would have learnt what this organisation is doing. But I
know that they are all mis-informed and are ignorant of the activities of
this organisation which has been created to guide the people and help
them in many ways, I will give hon. Members only one instance about their
activities. We have heard about the scarcity of kerosene in different parts
of the Surma Valley. We have also heard Mr. Lewis who comes from
the oil producing centre at Digboi. I'his National War Front Organisa-
tion has tried to make the people grow castor plants so that from castor
plant they can get castor oil to supplcmcnt; kerosenne. We have already or-
dered for 500 maunds of castor seeds for the National War Front to be
distributed by them among 1119 pt.:oplc_. This will give some substitute for
kerosene. Some people criticise that it will take 14 months to grow castor
seeds to give relief. I concede it is so. But the National War Front
Organisation has not been sitting idle.  In Sylhet, every body knows that
they get oil produced from a kind of fish known as “Ice” o0il which was
utilised in lighting before kerosene was cheap. 1 have asked the National
War Front Organisation to purchasc 15 maunds of this fish oil for distribution
among the people as an experiment. I had a demonstration at the Circuit
House, Sylhet, to sec whether this 911 could burn and could give the light
that is needed. I was satisfied that it could be used for ordinary purposes of
illumination and light. So these activities of the War Front clearly show
that they are there to help the countryside, the people in the © rural arcas
who have been very badly treated by some of our greedy merchants. 1 have
asked the volunteers of the defence parties—we have got an enrolment of
30,000 people there with about 500 parties—to watch that the village people
are not charged extra by illegal sale of things.

Now one of the activities of this National War Front is (o see that
their villages, their hearth and home, their people are safe and law and order
is maintained. 1 now take my third subject of maintenance of law and
order. I am told that one hon. Member who probably has missed
: : {1 % : ed the voca-
tion of life who by his jesture and posture even in very seri .

: A : ety ous argument
here, remind me that he is an expert in the histrionic apt had regaled thi
House with tales of cruelties performed by the Poljce ch - (ffat T}:s
same hon. Member had also mentioned about the tl‘eatrﬁent pv?,;ul?h has be;::
afforded to the security prisoners. I can inform the House that if people



1943) BUDGET DISCUSSION 117

expect home comforts and luxury within the jail, they are much mistaken.
Under the Jail Code, these prisoners, however high TR Ty
expect the same kind of life they live outside the jail gate. 1f they are
there, it is on account of their own doings and sayings which Government
of the time thought, will endanger law and order in the Province. One
hon. Member has been crying that suitable allowances have not been given
to these security prisoners but that is a partial and mis-statement of facts,
Every security prisoner has not got an allowance from Government as yet.
But T have made it no secret before the House that as soon as they apply,
I will get an enquiry made as regards their earning before they were put
to jail and on receipt of the report f{rom the district officer, Government
will grant the allowance that he or she should get. ’
One hon. Member spoke about the very poor allowance that is given
to the learned President of the Assam Provincial Congiess Committee, It
is true, originally a sum of Rs.25 was granted to him but on his protest and
after an enquiry, that has been raised to Rs.55 per mensem  with a special
allowance for his own pocket while inside the jail. Similar allowance has also
been granted to ;t‘ﬁ:\".' tases coming from the Surma Valley. Each case is
judged un its merit and payment made according to what is found to be
just. Those hon. Members have condemned the Ministry on account of
their alleged negligence of not saving the country from police Julum, they
had not a word of condemnation about the lawlessness that reigns in
the country for the last 3 or 4 months. Innocent persons have been killed
by the sabotage and wrecking of trains policy adopted by such misguided

people. Properties worth lacs of rupees to Government, properties worth
thousands of rupees to our local bodies and properties worth thousands of
rupees to private individuals h

ave been burnt to ashes for no reason what-
soever except that those misguided people thought that thereby they will
paralise Government and they will so upset the ordered routine of the ad-
ministration that swaraj or home rule or their own goonda rule will come to
existence. No word of condemnation was heard against this violent acti-
vities from those benches who plead that their creed is non-violence, Ir
there be a little over-jeolousness on the part of certain Governmant officers
to meet this abnormal situation, we shall have to condone that for it is law-

lessness on  the part of that band of goondas that has created a little over-
enthusiasm on the p £

hu art of certain officers. Government servants have been
intimidated, some Government servents have actually been murdered and

every day I get reports of thremening letters being sent to Government sep.
vants saying that unless they r

esign, their relatives, their near and dear ones
will be put to very great assault, their properties will be burnt and evyen
Government servants themsely s i) be put to severe torture by way of
boycott. Not to speak of lesser officers, I, the Prime Minister himself] re.
ceived such threat.emng letters issued in the name of the Congress or in
the name of certain other organisation.

' Mr-. B?IDYANATH MOOERJEE: There is a Criminal Investigation
epartment. -
& pThe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULYLA, .
Yes, Sir, there is a Criminal Investigation Department. I have sent those
Jetters to the Criminal Investigation Department but up tili now no bod
could be traced who have sent thoge letters. (After a pause). This inter)i
ruption has d}StUTbﬁd_ my thread of thought. Yet one hon. Member who
has spoken said -tha!: lies and calumny have been thrown against the great
Congress Organisation and that they had no hand in this movem

! ent of sabo-
tage and wreckage. I do pet impute these actions to the door

i of the Con-
gress but Twould leave it o the public at large to judge from this fact tha
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before the congress leaders were imprisoned, there was no such occurrences
in the Province or in India. Now the country is divided in political out-
look into two camps—Congress or non-Congress.  If these occurrences came
into existence after the Congress lcaders were put in jail, then it must have
been done by cither the subordinate ranks of the Congress or people who
sympathise with the Congress Movement. Why should the non-congress
element go out of their way and burn the houses of Government, of private
people and primary schools where their own children get education simply
because congress leaders have been sent to jail 7 No, there must be
some connection and thie has been proved in the Blue Book that has been
issued by the Government of Tndia. In Assam we have got definite evidence
that some Congress volunteers have taken part in these offences. |
therefore say that although 1 condemn with everyone here the excesses
committed either by the police or the military wherever it has been proved,
I 4lso condemn the action of those people who have started a campaign of
lawlessness, a campaign of destruction and murder, of arson and /oot which
has clearly and emphatically spoiled the fair name of Assam, a very peace-
ful and law abiding province. Some people say that these are all figment
and myth. I have personally in my recent tours scen the acts of venda-
lism, charred remains of a few post remaining standing, One instance was
taken hold of by one of the Members who spoke on the first day and he
narrated with dramatic attitude a misunderstanding between a senior  Extra
Assistant Commissioner and a Superint-ndent  of Police. 1 wish that he
had not brought this out in the House as the matter is still under enquiry
and only very recently 1 have heard both the parties -at Tezpur. Cases
of misunderstanding like this if V(‘._Hti!:llf?(l only makes it difficult for a
compromise. I therefore leave that incident at that stage and speak no
further. It is the people who can calmly judge facts and sift what is the
evidence and the truth and then make a constructive proposal who should
alone handle this subject and not people who want to bring into conflict
both sides. This leads me to the category, i. e., the scheme [for making
the future of Assam and India about which Mr. Whittaker has  spoken
with very great knowlege and ability and which suggestion of his has been
criticised by two other Members of this House. There are two modes. of
living of an individual, . ¢., one¢ who lives from day to day and the other
who looks into the future and provides for it. If Mr. Whittaker had
advised the Ministry to have a distant vision and plan for the future,
his only advice to the Government is to take the best possible course which
will bring benefit to the people of this  province. He has mentioned
certain items and similary other hon. Members have said that Nation
Building Departraents like drinking water, better. communication, better
faeilities for higher education and things of this kind are all  necessaries,
but how could they be provided uuless we have funds.  Is it any crime to
think how best pcople could be taxed so that money could = be  provided
for these proposals ?  People who are in a position to pay a tax  should
submit to such taxation so that the country at large may be benefited,
These things are not of the visionary but these matters should be taken
into consideration by every practical politician. ‘
I will not dilate on the subject any more. T will conclude my reply
by referring to another subject which most Members have touched, wz.,
the re-employment of four “officers as Additional  District ~ Magistrates.
It is unfortunate that all the criticisms levelled against these officers haye
been made for want of'knowledge of the main principles and status of the
Additional District Magistrates. According to our congtitution,  these
officers must be either in the cadre of the Indian Ciyjl Service or what is

]
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popularly known as the ‘Listed” posts of promoted officers of the Provin-
cial Civil Service. Under certain Orders-in-Council, the m‘lmber of persons
who could be promoted to listed appointments 1S regulated by
the Secretary of State and iixed. We have now the normal quota ‘of such
promoted officers still serving in the province. While they are existing, we
could not promote subordinate officers to the posts of Addltlf)nz}l District
Magistrates. If we promoted or if we deputed only the Provincial Service
men to assist the Deputy Commissioners who have been hard worked on
account of war conditions and Assam’s front line positions, then it
Deputy Commissioners would not have got relief thereby because fuuctl.ons
could not be transferred to them whereas according to the rules, functions
and duties of the Deputy Commissioners could be transferred only to men
of the status of Additional District Magistrates. It is for this reason that
three ‘officers who have recently retired from Government service — but
wasmEivEment Snbwretdfidse physically capable of rendering further
service have been appointed and these appointments had to be made or
othcr\vls_c we would have to import officers from other provinces or recruit
officers from the ‘Bux‘rr‘m evacuces. This Ministry fought against  the
. of-qfixco;-s from other provinces, for the Government of India
has ruled that if covenanted service holders from other provinces do come
to Assam they shall have not only their salaries but also 25 per cent.
separation allowar ce because they have to live separate from their families
and they have to work in a place for which they were not meant.
If we refuse to take such officers, we are asked to take Burma officers
officers who are, according to me, are not conversant with the custom
or the laws prevailing in this country and, so, would not be of great help
to us. In order to avoid this, owing to the pressure of the military exigen-
cies, we had to take in 26 Burma officers of other categories. I need pot
go into other criticisms, but I cannct help replying to my hon. Friend
Mr. Goldsmith when he said that not a single Christian holds the post of
Extra Assistant Commissioner, By the term ¢“Christian” what he exactly
means I do not know, but I may point out that Mr. L. M. Som, who is now
working as Deputy Commissioner, is an Indian Christian from the Surma
valley. Over and above that, there is a number of Christian Extra Assis-
tant Gommissioners from the Khasi, and other Hills. Why Mr, Goldsmith

forgets t.hlS”raCt and why he does not inculde these officers in the term
¢« Christian” I cannot say.

Lastly, Sir, I again say that all the criticisms which have been levelleq
with regard to the incidents of Supposed oppressioa that have been reciteq
here will be \’t?r}y cgl-ef‘ully considered after the proceedings of this Assem-
ply are1in oul mnl sand I can assure hon. Members that I }Vlll give due
consideration to other suggestions as well, and if after an enquiry into the

Pl incident, punishment of the guilty comes up, I will not fail in this
. I.Cgard.

The Hon’ble Maulavj ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURJ : My
Speaker, Sir, I have 8Ot to say very much less than what I originally in.
tended because the Hon’ble Premjer has in his speech covered a good deal

of the points Which T would have otherwise to traverse. Before I

g sa )
thing on the criticisms that h Y any

: ave been made regarding the Budget I have
an explanation toboﬁ"er. This year, Sir, it has not been possiblge to send gﬁt
to the hon. Mem €ers the Budget MemOI'anduIn and the Budget Estimates
three weeks before the_ Assembly, as has been the practice in the past. The
other day a comp]amt Was made with regard to that. Sir, owing to the
absence of some of the HOn’bIe Ministers who were away from the Province
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on urgent Government business, it was not possible to hold a cabi net meet-
ing for budget discussion earlier enough to enable us to have the Budget
published three weeks before the session-—it was sent to the hon. Members
about a fortnight before—and I do hope hon. Members have not been in-
convenienced in any way for this. ‘T'his year, Sir, we tried to avoid the
mistakes and misprint in the Budget which were pointed out alter the
presentation of the Budget during the last session.  Mr. Mookerjee, this
session also, has pointed out certain mistakes, but we do maintain that in
majority of these cascs they are not mistakes at all, and in few cases that
there were mistakes, Finance Department is not at all responsible. 1 will
explain how and why thf:‘y( are not our mistakes. Mr. Mookerjee has point-
ed out a2 number of mistakes in the estimates. As most of these relate to the
provision for ‘‘pay’”” I think it best first to state for the information of the
House how the Budget is compiled. Estimates are prepared by cach disburs-
ing officer and submitted to the controlling officer who, except in the cases
of estimates submitted by Deputy Cormmissioners, consolidates them and for-
wards them to Comptroller together with a statement showing  the scales of
pay and the pay actually to be drawn in the budget year by each Government
servant. One of the chiel reasons why the Budget is submitted through
Comptroller is that that officer must for audit purposes maintain a register
showing the scale of pay sanctioned for each and every appointment in the
Province. The Comptroller’s office checks the statements submitted by the
estimating olflicers and the amount actually required in l|ln_l)‘u(l\.:!-?.t year
with their register and alter the figures where necessary. I'he Finance
Dcparlmcnt maintains no such register and are therelore unable to check the
figures ol pay '5‘11”“'}“5‘1 by Comptroller when he forwards th: Budget to
Government. [he Finance I)c:purunc_nt Ili:lll..ll'."l”y assumes, as is done in
other provinces, that the figures submitted by Gomptroller are correct—in
fact they cannot but do o}ht:l‘WHr:. It appears however that the checking in
the Comptroller s_oﬂ;l(;f: llld-s recently not been as carclul as one would \v13!|
and the matter will e }akcn up with the Comptroller after the session is
over. So.far therelore as these mistakes are concerned the Finance Depart-
ment must be absolvcc! from bl:u.nc. The Finance Department has now
looked Into the errors in consultation with the Comptroller’s office and I
deal with them scriatim bel(‘)w s
Page 31. Pay  of  Establishment —Mandals—The  scale of pay is

Rs. 14—19. I'he Deputy Commissioner, Garo Hills provided Rs. 696
at Rs. 14 each f’l“f" R.S. 24 for increments, but Comptroller’s oflice
in COPYi”g _thc ﬁglflc in the Budg‘.:t submitted !.o Government  put
Rs. 496. It is not El oposed to malfc this s.mall change in the Budget and the
errol will be sct right when H{c revised estimatcs are fra!'ncd. )

Page 45- Pay of E-ﬂ'abr@s‘lzrneutw-'-.S_‘erua{z:sm—1hcrc is a special pay of
Rs.2 a.ttachcd to the post. The provision is correct.

Page 53- Secretary, Provincial Transport Authority—Half the pay of the.

ficer i debited to the head <29, Police”. The provision is correct.
0 Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Shall T get a chance, Sir, to
chow that these are not correct 4 ' ‘

it is incorrect.

he Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: The matter

was discussed by the Finance Department with the Comptroller and the
(imates as presented were found generally correct.

estrpe Honble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI:

where
balaery

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member may just point out

ohi
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Page 68.—The special pay of the Director of Land Records is Rs.250
and not 150 as shown. The provision of Rs.30,000 is correct. : .
Page 68. Pay of Establishment- .Elophant establishment.—The pay  is
Rs.20-30 and not Rs.11-20 as shown.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Then I take it that t..ht?
mistaken figures are in respect of scales of pay. That is why Mr. Rohini
Kumar Chaudhuri said that Mr. Jones has become too old for the job and

) 3
the Finance Department stands condemned and not the Comptroller’s
Department,

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN :

: How do we understand whether the
Finance Department or the

_ _ Comptroller is responsible for the mistakes.
There is none here to represent the Comptroller and to speak on his behalf.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Mistakes
where found will be pointed out. - ‘I'here are mistakes no doubt, but not all
of them.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN-: Yes, Sir, then there are mistakes in
cases of scales. It the provision is correct, the Hon’ble Minister may say
that Lthrru are mistakes in the scales, otherwise the provision cannot be
correct.

The i_io?’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: But
1\;!'- Mookerjee’s calculation is to find out the average by multiplying with
12...

Mr BAIDYANATH I\'IOOKERJEE: Exactly so, Sir, because in
some cases 1 take the highest ligure of pay of a post, and after calculating I
find the provision much more than 1s actually required. I am sorry, Sir
that the Hon’ble Minister could not follow me. X

The Hon’b_le Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI:
that there are mistakes and I shall point them out where they are.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: What I find is that owing to the
absenlc\:csoi some necessary details even correct figures appear to be serious
mistakes.

The Hon’ble Maulavj ABDUL MATIN CHAUDSURI:
are only in the scales of P
o Prierih: o it

age (L. Qubdiwvisional Establishment.—Elephant  establishmeng.—
nber of appointments i« y B
g?;\risioll e pcl?)rrect. 1s 4 and the scale of pay Rs.20-30. The Budget

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE'
in the Budget -'” :

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : The
j¢ a diflerence, of course, which is pointed out......... - o

N}Ir.fBﬁ[:l‘iﬁaAT[’% 1\g?;)I(ERJEE: I may take t

at the figur own 1n the Budget js figur
g;’ oo £ ey g not the figure th

cr.
‘Mr. A. WHITTAKER -

I admit

- Mistakes
ay and these figures were given by Comptroller’s

But what was the sca'e shown

hen in this case
at has been corrected

Should not all these corrections b :
‘ L 3 ) ¢ put 1
separate list 7  Many hon,. Members are not in the least mnterested f) G

they may be published as an appendix to the Budget. n this, so

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER . Yes, they should be i
means of acorrection slip.  Now let us hear the Hon’ble Fingrlllgéls\},}?d. by
what he has to say about these mistakes. sHnister

The Hon’ble Maulayvi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: A}
the rcspgnSlblhtV f?r the mistakes, as 1 have said, the figures are c 3 ‘(l)ut
in the Comptroller’s office and not in the Finance Department, Th rsnp1 e‘d
not checked in the Finance Department again, So, the responsibﬂ?te ?ze
these mistakes, wherever they are found, is not of the Finance Departn);f:nc:tr
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Now, coming to the Budget discussion itself, Mr. Mookerjee opened the
Budget discussion by making a reference—1 shall call it a digression into
all-India Politics—and asked us whether the Air Raid Precautions and  the
Civil Defence Department were enough to save the nation, which he said,
could only be done by its own leaders. 1 do not propose to
go into a discussion, why all-out effort could not be made by
India in war efforts. I will say, it will. not do to lay all the
blame to British imperialism. Unless and until  the Hindu Muslims
difference is solved, unless and until Hindus and Muslims take up the
responsibility of the defence of the country jointly, the entire resources of the
country in men and material cannot be mobilised for the defence of  the
country. I agree with Mr. Mookerjee that it would have given us greater
pride it Japanese raiders were brought down by Indian airmen. Indian
Air Force is expanding and Mr. Mookerjee will be doing a real service if he
encouraged our people to join in large numbers in the Air Force that is
being recruited. :

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: | always advise.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: As
regards the criticisms that were made by Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri,
most of them have been replied to by the Hon'ble Premier. 1 necd not go
into them. But I would like to say a few words with regard to  what
Mr. Whittaker has said. Mr. Whittaker’s speech has  been a  thought
provoking speech. He pointed out  that when the war would cease, the
windfall that we are getting from income tax  from petrol or irom forests
would cease, then even in spite of the withdrawal of the remission of land
revenue, lllC (,;OV(:I'IIII](:HL will be [‘ZIC(T(I Willl a l't:('.lll'l‘il‘.lg d(".[l('ll, :llld llC
urged upon the Government to think ahead, plan ahcad and explore new
sources of revenue. In this connection, he made a reference to President
Roosevelt’s declaration about freedom from want. 1le also referred o
Beveridge plan. He wanted to know how the Assam Government were
preparing themselves to tackle the question in future. It is a truism that the
prosperity of the people depends upon  the progress in  the sphere  of
education, sanitat’on, public health, agriculture, economic and industrial
development, and the normal activities of a  Government  are directed
towards  attaining these objects. Mr. Whittaker has drawn  our
attention towards certain direction in which he said, spade work
may usefully be done. He referred to the case of electrification. Govern-
ment is not unmindful to this aspect of the question. As a matter of fact,
the question of hydro-electric scheme in Garo Hills and the Khasi and
Jaintia Hills has been investigated into by Government.  We have gone into
the question of a hydro-electric scheme from Garo Hills in consultation with
Bengal Government and an expert was on his way to India to investigate
when the war broke out. Government does intend to take up this question
when suitable opportunity offers. I think, when Mr.  Whittaker  spoke
of exploring new sources of income, he did not exclusively mean fresh

taxation. The experience gained in the matter of purchasing food-stuffs
or in the matter of transport organisation will be valuable in Government
undertaking quasi-commercial activities in future ; all these have benefited
the province by increasing its revenue as a whole.  He also referred to the
question of opening up more land and wanted to know from Government
what they are doing in the matter. I can inform him that in view of
the present _food situation, my Hon’ble Colleague has taken up the matter
and immediate and fruitful recults are expected from his endeavours.

Mr. Abdur Rahman and Mr. Magbul Hussain Chaudhury referred
to the agricultural loan being remitted in the Assam Val.ley to the extent of
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Rs.69,000, but nothing being done in the case of the Surma Valley. In
the past large remissions have been granted to the Surma V.al_lcy. Even
this year, insiructions have been issued to the Deputy Commissioners that
coercive measures should not be employed in areas where people found
difficult to repay the agricultural loans.

Maulavi Mabarak Ali referred to the creation of a multiplicity of posts
and increase in the number of staff, and complained about the top-heavy
administration.  La t session while 1 was attending the Upper House Mr.
Gawthorp who was speaking in the other House complained that there has
not been enough officers.  As a matter of fact the work has so enormously
increased  that the increase of staff has become both inevitable and
necessary. Mr. Mabarak Ali wanted to know why we did not appoint Air
Raid Precaution officers from the cadre of our Junior Civil Service
officers as has been done in Bengal. Heis perhaps ‘aware that there has
been such a great demand of our Junior Civil Service officers for other kinds
of work that we have no officer to spare for Air Raid Precaution
work. He has complained about the pay ; but having regard 'to the

responsibility involved, T don’t think, the pay of Rs. 300 is so high for
the Air Raid Precaution officers. /

l hcn,.bn', both Messrs. Mookerjee and Mabarak Ali raised the
question of the Sylhet Medical School. Thisis a question, Sir, in which
we are 1n the grip of a vicious circle. Due to the absence of a Medical School
there are not enough Doctors available and again as there are not enough
Assistant Surgeons available, we cannot start a Medical School for want of
Doctors and other stafls and equipments. There is also difficulty about
accommodation, difficulty about equipment and difficulty about finance
but inspite of all these difficulties, the Sylhet Medical School is always

before us with the prospect and the hope that some day it ‘will materialise.
(Laughter).

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : May we now have some idea
of the time ?

The Homn’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : It
difficult to forecast.

Then, Sir, Mr. Magqbul

18

Y : A ’ Hussain Choudhury drew the attention of the
FHouse to the c_hscrcpanc:es that exist between the Government circular givin
Commqnal ratio and the establishment Roll of the Secretariat. He
that this was operating to the detrimeunt of the
also drew the attention of the Government to the injustice that is beijp

done to the Muslim employees ; he also mentioned specific casesg

1 can, however, assure him thflt the matter will be looked into and if any
cases of real injustice appear, it will be rectified.

Maulavi Abdul Aziz complained about the temporary establishmen
peing made permanent.  The Public Works Department Division in SyJp, .
has been made permanent this time. I should point out that it hag Ybe o
existing for the last 13 years and this has, in a way, affected the pros eg?
of the staff that are .bemg employed there ; it has affected thejr posli)t‘ N
with regard to pension as well.  Therefore, Government thought it neCeSS;on
that when the Division is to exist and continue its function, it shoylg {)
made permanent so that the staff may not suffer in the long run. . i

with regard to educational institutions, only the Earle Law Colle
which was on & temporary basis has been made permanent. This Earle Lag:,
College has been on a temporary basis from the year 1914 and I think, the
House will agree that it is time that 1t should be made permanent. :

: : said
Muslim community. He
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Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Should we not wait ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: We
waited enough, Sir.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: But we should
Medical School at Sylhet.

have

wait for the

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: The
Medical School involves a large expenditure,
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: We are hearing it for the last

S0 INany yecars.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : ['he question of Medical
School will remain as it is.

fhe Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Order, order.

The Hon'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Maulavi
Abdul Aziz also spoke about the difficulties of the Maulvibazar Municipality.
He said that he has sent an application for the grant of a loan. [ can as-
sure him that it will receive consideration it deserves.  With regard to the
Maulvibazar-Shamshernagar Road wnicih he wanis us to take up from ha
Local Board to the Public Works Department, I should like to point out to
him that under the Motor Taxation projects some of the roads trom - the
Local Boards are now taken over for improvement by the Public Works De-
partment but before this is done, it is for the Local Boards to select the roads
and make recommendation to Government. So, I think, it wi'l be much
better if he a;)pruachr.'.s the Local Board for including that road in their re-
commendation.

Mr. Goldsmith and I think Mr. Mabarak Ali referred to the Mass Liter-
acy Campaign and criticiszd it as a failure. Tnerc may be room, Sir, for
difference of opinion as to the success or otherwise of the Campaign. Having
regard to the difference of opinion f:Xlsling, Government has appointed a
Committee to inquire into the working of the Mass Literacy Scheme and 1
am sure, the recommendation of the Committee will receive very careful
consideration of the Government.

T'hen, Sir, Rev. Gatphoh made a suggestion that experienced and
senior Medical officers should be employed  in the vacancies caused by the
Medical officers joining the Military service.  As a matter of fact this is be-
ing done but the dcmand_ is very Il'll:l(‘:h in excess of the supply and it is not
possible to compel the private practitioners to accept the jobs unless they
are willing to volunteer. ;

Then, Sir, Srijut Ramnath Das and Babu Bipin Behari Das have comp-
lained about the education grants not being car-marked for the scheduled-
castes. I am sure, in the distribution of grants for the Venture Schodls, the
cases of the scheduled-castes will also be taken into consideration. Before 1
sit down, Sir, I should like to reply to the remarks made by Mr. Nirendra
Nath Dev about the land-revenue remission. He expressed his disagreement
with the policy that Government has adopted of withdrawing the land-reve-
nue remission. In this case also, Sir, there is a room for difference of opinion.
But, Sir, we maintain that the conditions under which the remission of
Jand-revenue was originally granted has considerably changed and there is a
need for re-examination of that policy.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Change for the worse?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I will tell
you how it is changed. It was in the year 1932, during the slump of that year
Government adopted this policy of granting remission at the rate of annas 3 in
the rupee. They accepted this policy because the prices of commodities had
fallen considerably and the raiyats found it difficult to pay the land-revenue
which was assessed at that time. The rate has been changed from time
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to time till 1940-41. The remission was costing Government about
40 lakhs of rupees  Now, Sir, the primary consideration that influenced
the Government to grant remission of land-revenue was the fall in the price
of primary commodities. At the time when the land revenue remission was
granted, 1ice was selling at Rs.3 per maund. It is now sold at Rs.10 per
maund and for almost all the agricultural pioduces, the cultivators are
getting better and higher prices. :
Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: The cultivators are not gctting the

real prices.

~ The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: My hon.
Friend Babu Nirendra Nath Dev has pointed out thata good deal of
money 1s going into the pockets ofthe adventurers in military works. But I
may lnn_nl out that a I‘-ll-g(? amoaunt of monev is also qoinw int‘o the pockels of
the cultuvators who have : ¢ 8

s undertaken work in connection with the war act-
divities as labourers and wagc-éarners P

Babu NIRENDRA NAT DEV -

as cloth, sucar, ete.?

2 'I;lll‘(!:rﬂnt:n'b'lelrl\liau_l.\.vi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: The justifi-
o -'ul)l m(lhl‘En[:”?.]cn?'ss“"“ of'land revenue was the low price of agricul-
;”:%dril)-n ELC:\'?:-tt; llnt :lniw.i:lnrl now that the price of agricultural produce
as risen, Governmen 1ad  to reconsider the s 2y .
re mission. policy of granting the same

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: But the cultivators are now i

more for the purchase of cloth, sugar, etc.

The I—Io‘:.x’hie Niaulgvi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : I think,
the balance o advantage lies in withdrawal of remission.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: What has become of the demand of

i\(j‘ﬂz:(]?l;l? Dewan Ahbab Chaudhury regarding a Muslim Inspectress of

‘ Th(; Hon’ble I\’Ia_iulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI :
bl::uIa:::,ljsfi? thhi?: thpoun, Maulavi Dewan Ahbab Chaudhury wants an
assurance th: e appoint 4 : ) S
e e Tl o Ppomtment of Assistant Inspectresses of Schools,

the
\ should be 1 : e hi g
of Muslim ladies, Femalifen IL considered. I can assure him that the claims

adies are available, will surely b i
Cavernmenty C available, urely be considered
by ‘ t in the appoinment of Assistant Inspectresses of Schools

What about the commodities, such

I am sorry,

Maulavi DEWAN

- _
sk the et B UHAMMAD AHBAS CHAUDHURY :

d for the Educational Conference ? s

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MA
Hon’ble Education Minister finds that the m&
not sufficient, he will certainly ask fivy
ation. When the House has
ce, if the money allotted is

ded.

TIN CHAUDHURI: If the
oney allotted for the purpose is
. a supplementary grant or re-appropri-
as accepted the proposal of having the GOIlf(:l}‘)

not suflicient, of course, it will have to be pr(f\?;-

Triscu ssion of the Appropriatio A t in:
P 1;94;:_?:;“ s and Finance Accounts for
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : On the obj -

3 ; : - Jection of som
pers the other day, the discussion of the Appropriation Account?csz(:;l. FI}fIcm-
Inan-

ce Accounts for the year 1941 49 was postponed. WNow. thie A . .
be fixed for toMOrrow and thay will be discussed just afzt;intsh,dlscussmn will
of the Supplementary Statement of expenditure, = presentation
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ACCOUNTS AND FINANCE ACCOUNTS

Mr. BAIDYANATH MQOKERJEE : May [ make a submission, Sir?
In other years the Public Accounts Committee is formed beforchand, an
after the Public Accounts Committee examines the accounts, it submits @
report to this House, and we discuss on that report.  But so |‘;.'f as this yecar
is concerned, the Committee will have to be formed.  As it will examinc the
reports and Heads of Departments and then <ubmit its report, it wi
proper to discuss it later. d

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Very well, the item will be there for
tomorrow, and I will consider this aspect of the question tomorrow and
take the sense of House.

”

Adjournment

1 be

The Assembly was then adjourned till 2 ». M. on  Friday, the 12th
November, 1943, ‘
Shillong ;

. A. K. BARUA,
The 16th April 1943. Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Arsam.







