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P!'Oceedings of the Thirteenth Session of the First Assam Legisli_lﬁve A:slzg’snbly
assembled under the provisions of the Government of India Act,

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A.. on Tuesday,
the 30th November, 1943. :

PrRESENT :

. 3
The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and fifty-one hon. Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUES TIONS

(to which oral answers were given)

Motor Transport Organisation
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL H USSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :

*82. Will Government be pleased to state-—
(a) Whether there are persons in the establishment of the Motor Transport
Controller, Assam, who are not natives of the Province ?
(b) If so, what is their r'numbcr and what posts they are holding (to be shown
with their respective pay) ?
(¢)  'The reason why those outsiders have been appointed ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
82' a)-——\’CS. - M
((!))-—'"I‘hc hon. Member is rcﬁ:rrcc} to the statements given - in reply to up.
starred question No. 80 (%) asked by Maulavi Namwar Alj Barbhuiya in this Session of
the Assembly. )
(C)LIn the absence of quz_ﬂlﬁed candidates from the Province. It is the
intention so far as practicable to train up natives of the Province who show aptitude
for the Organisarion and operation of Motor ‘Lransport in Assam in the future.,

Mr. - BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Sir, the reason has been given that due

to scarcity of qualified men in the Province outsiders are being employed. May |
now from the Hon’ble Premier how he came to the conclusion that there was g

. : : : : Carcity
of qualified men in the Province in the abscn_ce of any advertisement ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have alreaq
replied to this question, Sir. But I will again repeat what I have said early thay tg

fill up 30 posts, we advertisec.i and more tl_lan, ; 300 applications were received.
separated the list of these candidates into e those from the Province and thg
from outside the Province. A sub-committee presided oyer by me in Sﬁ
Mr, Whittaker, Mr. Patton and Mr. Ada_.rr_lson were also Present, selected 50 ¢ e
of the Province with the communal ra:io to S€rvices and thege 50 candid
¢xamined by Mr. Adamson. Of these only about 7 could p
. they were engaged in this Departmcn'i- Son’;e of those who sho&_ved Some aptitude ‘bug
| Were not fit to be gven independent charge have heey taken in as trainees Th
trainees after 6 months would be re-examined and if foupg fit they will be em 1o o=
Ousting the present incumbents who were appointed from outside. e
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I Wt_mld allow no f'urlhf:r \_llj»])!rlm'llll.‘u',\' questions
of this nature to be put now. I shall give ample opportunity !m_ Im‘tls{-: .ml.)p_l:.nrmntary
questions to be put to the next set of questions on this III-I.l“'I. T.I ] i;',lt'u‘ I'ransport
Organisation of hon. Mr. Mookerjee that have been put d(mu‘ !m to-day .m_(l would
soon come up for answers. There are also some unstarred questions on tl‘nts matter that
have been answered on previous days which would be called out for supplementary

qu&t(l?}::;rrd question No. 83 was not put and answered as the questioner as well as the

hon. Member who was authorised to put the question on his behall were absent).

Assam-Bengal Cement Company

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :
*g84. Will Government be pleased to state ) :

(a) On how many occasions Government requisitioned Steam and  Motop
Boats from the Assam-Bengal Cement Company, Chhatak, and the
reason for their doing so each time ? . <

. (b) The amounts they paid to the said Company cach time for making the
said requisitions ? \

(¢) When the period of settlement with the Assam-Bengal Cement Comp

1t : any
Limited expires ? ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

: 84;. (2)—One small steamer was hired in April last for use I:):. the Shff(:i;ll Officer
Rice Control and one motor hoat in August for rice control work in ““Iug"l“j‘ g
(6)—Bills for hire charges have not yet been received.
(¢)—31st October, 1958.

Settlement of land with ex-garden labourers

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN asked :
*85. Will Government be pleageqd to state whether they have taken any Steps g

allot some waste lands or some reserve forest lands for cultivation by ex.tey gard
labourers in order to grow more fog ] » en

The Hon’ble Maulavi MiJNAWWAR‘ ALI replied:

85. No, as there is no restrictiop on the settlement of land with ex-garden laboupers

i c)i\flr:: Elﬁge?}irKIégAR i SARWAN; May I know from the Hon’hle Minister
who a;eglandless and whoe}:;l\l:;eflt_ Is going to look after thosc tca ‘gardﬁn Jabourerg
for their cultivation ? settled in<Agsam so that they may get  suflicient land

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNA

Government to look after the WWAR ALI: VYes. This is the policy of this

. ; land] ] nd if any specific insty :
brought to my notice and imped; €ss people a : ; nce is
getrifg Tand T will Took intq b Iment shown in the ways of the tea garden labourers

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAY .
some reserved forest lands to proyw YR

any ? ; .
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR Ar]. (ertainly. Taking all circums-
tances into account we shall try to do what we can. '

e e L a.

If they apply for some waste lands or
¢ food will they be allowed to have
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Damage done by Earthquake in Sibsagar

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN asked :

*86. WIIl Government be pleased to state ; < )
(a) The number of deaths and other casualties among the civilian population
in the Sibsagar District due to the carthquake shock which took place
in the night of the 23rd October last ?
() The extent of damage to public and private properties so far ascertained ?
(¢) The nature and measure of relief given by the authorities to the sufferers ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied:

86. (a)—A report from the Deputy Commissioner, Sibsagar, shows that the casual-
tics were 3 civilians killed, nine badly hurt out of whom one died later and about 100
received minor injuries.

(b)—The Deputy Commissioner, Sibsagar, reported that varied damages were
caused to Government and private buildings. In Sibsagar the Jail building, Circuit
House, Dak Bungalow, Assistant Surgeon’s quarters and other buildings were damaged.
In Golaghat the damage was superficial. In Jorhat Messrs. Doss and Company’s shop
was very badly damaged and so was a brick house occupied by the Armv. Some
small houses also were almost completely wrecked and one Toklai Bungalow was badly
damaged. 'The Income-tax Office, the Operation Theatre and one Ward of the Hos-
pital and some of the Jail buildings appear to be unsafe.

(¢)—Rescue works, . e., rescuing, removing and giving first aid treatment to
? the injured was done promptly. No financial relief has yet been recommended by the
i Local Oflicers. ‘

Assam Motor Transport Organisation

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked : .

*87. Will Government be pleased to state-— .

(a) Whether the Assam Motor Transport Organisation is a public concern
within the special cognisance of the Ministry ?

(6) Whether the whole establishment is a Government one ?

(¢) Whether the rules and procedure that are applicable to other Government
servants in the matter of appointment, etc., are also applicable in the
case of the employees of the said Organisation ? ]

; -(d) Ifso, whether they have been followed in the cases of appointments that
{ have hitherto been made under the Organisation ?
(e) If not, under what order or rule the Motor Transport Controller has been
authorised to make appointments ?
(/') Whether there is any limit to the number and value .of posts that the Con-
\ troller is authorised to make without reference to Government ?
1 (g) If so, what is that limit ?

(#) 'The number and value of posts that have been made by the Controller up
till August 1943 (¢) without reference to Government ang (i) after
making reference to Government ? . ; ;

(1) Whether the Controller advertises the vacancies in the local Newspapers
or in the Assam Gazelle ? 3

(j) If not, why not ? ] ) A :

(k) Whether any educational qualification is essential for any one of the

ministerial or technical posts of the (_)rganisation ? '
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() If so, whether any open and public endcavour was made .to .ul\'c'_l'lisc to |
the public in order to obtain the best available persons in each
individual appointment ? :

*88. (a) Will Government be pleased to ];l_y on thc_: table a .sl.urru\nrul .\h.n_\\'mg the |
number of appointments that have been made till now in the .‘:\a"\.'l_lll ! int':r_ I'ransport
Organisation showing their classes and grades and the initial pay given to each
employece ? : :
b) Isit a fact that appointments have been made and pay given to the em-
ployees as the Controller likr_:s I I ) .

(C) IS it 2 Ero chll in some cases III(:rff-'l‘-i!'-fl I).IV 15 given to p[ll])l!)‘_\'!‘,t's il.rl(".l'

they have served only for a period of one month or so ? _ _
#89. If the answers to Questions 88 (4) & (¢) above are in the aflirmative, will
Government be pleased to state—
(¢) Whether such action on the part of the Motor Transport Controller is in
accordance with any rules or orders of Government
Y
(b) Whether such practice is followed in any other Government offices ?
(¢) If so, in what offices and under what rules or ordeis ?
*90. Will Government be pleased to state-—
(a) tht}.]cr tlft:t"(: is any standard adopted by- Government according to
1 nisterial staff is sanctiosed for a new ofhce or ¢ existy
which minist | “is sanctioed [ i tl Xistin
Stf;]‘“ﬂ' of an office is increased on the basis of receipts and issues of the
office concerned ?
(6) Whether Government examined the necds and requirements of the
Motor Transport Organisation on the said standard and basig and
() I6 sanctioned the initial staff’ or its increase to the present number
(ff) Wr}lot’ Wh)f a deviation has been made in the case of this Organisation »
ether Government propose to examine the sll'f?ligl!l ()f. the ministcriul
and 0;}1(;1" staffs of this Organisation on the basis of actua] require
ment ?. ' 3
9 l:r(;;lh({r C:ow,r_nmcnt propose to put a stop for thwith to ity furthep
(/) Wh “;hloné)cndmg the examination (:utntt:::lpl:gtcd in 1}.11: above question »
}(; c_.r‘ overnment propose to treat this Organisillon as one of the
other Government offices and put its stafl’ to the bare minimuym

- the same basis a5 ; hat i 2 . on
*91. Will G S.as n other offices :

. () Whov;:lrnment be pleased to state——

cther SN ranisati : :

s ﬂEhC stafl of the Motor Transport Organisation and  jts subordj.

i o I.Ces enjoy the same privileges in respect of their -SCI'Vi(:cs, .l
(b) If pects, pension, etc., as other Government employces ? 4

H] - ! |
ro’ whether they are so treated by their superiors during thejy dail
oy Goutmc of business ? F
- Will Government pe pleased to state
(2) Whether it i e Mr. W

't15a fact that one Mr. Wall said to have been APpointed

the mi . o
sation jo i@l head of office in the Assam Motor ‘Iransport. orgarf?.‘
; () What is hj -Only a novice in Government service ? =
() Whisthos t}:escagg of pay and what pay is he now dr.tw::}g ?
Cotiat, ?al Post is a responsible one so far as this Organisatiop is

(d) Whether™},
¢ . .
(8) What are hi:viilper}OuSly an Cmp[OYCC o[: the 'Brlf.'ld:') Shoe Gornpany ?
(f) What Were |t ucatlona.l and other qualifications : )
justified g Outstanding merits or previous office experience that
OVcrnmentsu der; appointment from a private councern to the said
g 0s
(2) What is his nall-) S .
(k) Whether this onality and what Provinsze does he belong to ?
di Vacancy was advertised and applications from suitable
' candidates were called for ?
(5l How many clerks are there under him ?

(1) V\ﬁ:geatge; such number calls for a high salaried post as its ministerial
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(£) Whether Government proposc to reduce the scale of this post commen-
surate with the actual requirements as in other Government offices ?

*93. Will Government be pleased to  state — h.}

(a) Whether there is a post of Accountant in the said Organisation ? " y
(6) Whether it is a fact that one Mr. Barlow has been appointed in this
post ?
(¢) What are the duties and functions of this post ? : : X
(d) What are the educational and Accounts qualifications of the said
Mr. Barlow ?

(¢) Whatis his present age ? )

(/) Whether he ever held any Government or private service as Accountant
previous to his present appointment ? ;

(g) 1fso, what was itand what is the length of service he held in any such
capacity ?

(A) What is his scale of pay and what are his initial and present pay ?

(1) Whether this post was advertised before he was appointed ?

(J) Whether applications from candidates with Accounts Diploma or
S. A. S. qualifications from Comptroller’s establishment were called for,
for this post ?

(k) If not, why not ?

({) Whether Government propose to advertise the post in
a duly qualified man for this post ?

(m) How many persons are there in the Accoumts. Branch of this Organisa-
tion ?

{n) Whether there are such high salaried Accountants in any other Govern-
ment office having as many clerks in Accounts Section as in this
Organisation ?

(0) If not, why so high a salary has been attached (o this post ?

(p) Whether Government propose to reduce the scale of the post commen
surate with the actual requirement and on the basis of Accounts
principle in other Government oflices ?

(9) Whether any money security has been attached to this post ?

(r) If not, why not ?

(4

order to take in

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Si MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I think this set of questions starting from 87-93 are word ' for
word the same as put by‘ Maulavis Namwar Ali Barbhuiya and Muzarrof Alj Laskar.
There is no change ol a dot or cutting of a ¢’ between these sets of questions,
My reply to the w‘ho]c range ol questions from 87-93 will be: ““The hon, l.\-i'cmber 1s
referred to the repllqs to unstarred questions Nos. 80-86 askc_:d by Maulavi Namwar
Ali Barbhuiya at this ssssion of the Assembly.*’ _ Those questions have been ah'eady
answered and the supplementary questions remain to be put.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN GHAUDHURY: Is there an
employee in the Assam Motor Transport Organisation who is not drawing any Sa]ary
but drawing allowance of Rs. 400 per month ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: §j,
notice of this question. :

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY .
rule that the officers under the Motor Transport Organisation would take
at Government expense ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUL]A -

is, Sir. This is absolutely a new question.

- thiéhan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: T want to put
question under Question No. 82, Sir.. May 1 know whether
or Anglo-Burmese officer in the establishment of the Mot

> I want

Is there any
their lunch

I am not aware
a supplementary

there are any Burmese
or Transport Controlley ?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : My Friend has
come to Shillong after these unstarred questions  were replicd to.  He  had no time
to look into the printed list at page 0 where the matter has already been placed before
the House. No supplementary question can arise. iy _

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMA'T' ALI: I ask, Sir, is therec any Burmese or
Jo-Burmese officer in the Organisation ? .
Anbl’l‘hc Hon’ble Maulavi Suiyirﬁ Sir MUHAMMAD SA.:\!H"I.I.:\: I cannot give

any more information than what is written there, viz., Chino-Burmese. ‘

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI :  May 1 know whether there is any
Anglo-Burmese among the Area Managers appointed at different places?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA MMAD SAADULLA: Not to my
knowledge, Sir.

‘Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT AL1: May I know whether the posts of
Area Managers were advertised before the appointments were made ? )

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Some of them
were appointed immediately on the creation of this body. There was an advertise-
ment as regards the rest.  No suitable candidates of this Province were available and
therefore some outsiders were appointed.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May I know whether the history
of these outsiders were enquired into before their appointments ?

The Hon’ ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD! ILILA: Sir, when
these pcoplc were interviewed by the Provincial Motor T'ransport Coontroller, he found
some candidates to be fit and® referred their cases to Government with the recom-
mcndatio‘n that as they were found to be qualified, they may be taken in. The Govern-
ment being satisfied, they werce appointed on temporary basis.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: But I want to know whether i.lny ;

enquiry was made as regards their antecedents ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:  Yes, Ble, n
most cases their previous service and experience were enquired into.

TMI‘. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: TIsit a fact that the time scale is gene-
rally given after one year butin the case of the einployees of the Motor Transport
Organisation time scale was given and there was change of the scale even after a
month ? A

i "}Ji"he Hon’_bic Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I am not aware
Vénﬁt_cr}al-ny time scale has been given for the office establishment excepling  two,
thesﬂelzgpgis?r.tezlt;he A(fcountallt and the other is that of the Sfmzck(':cpcr. B‘oth. of
Later on, as I menti‘gsf:(c’] m;'ltdhc X M.r' Adamson with the start i 2 (')Igmfmm.“m'
R s BsnoTe tlm ér yesterday or the day previous, a pctmo-n was received
revised otherwise they had e Controller that the scales of these two persons should be
I considered every az o, Igl\g?n notice of going away to some, better CF“PIOYIncnt_
B e e g W-i{)h ol that applization and then I thought it would be better to .
Department fixed a sc: lsomc prospects in future and in consultation with the Finance

cale, and initial stage at which these pcople will be put.

tMr. BAIDYANAT s -
specific proposal f%xl‘qﬁ:i H MOOKERJEE: Are Government prepared to consider any

ting tl i 9
The > g the eflicacy of the staff &
TN e A Saivid Sic MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: _No. Sir, this
number of hands that m;c'p]y MO U.nstarrcd question No. 83 (d). S1r,_ we test the
which has been laid dowy b€ required in a particular office by a certain standard
office. Normanyaclerk n, i, the number of issues and receipts in a particular
month but that standard CIS supposed to handle, about 2,000 receipts and issucs in a
Controller’s office becauscd?}?;): (l;‘[(l;' fOllOWed in an office of the nature of the Motor
Issue and recsipt of the As ice combines two different functions.

sam Transport will be innumerable, at the sa i
would not t : : . el srable, me time
ety ttha.kc/;hrr: same  time as in the office of the Head of a department. For

pPie, 1s Assam Transport Branch of the office may receive a return of how

many tons of goods have been carried and how much mileage have been done by a

TSpeech not corrected by the hon. Member, R

B 4

!
l
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particular lorry in a particular section. This has only to be recorded and no other
action is necessary. As the Organisation started growing, new hands had to be taken-
but if there is an auditing authortiy and if the auditor says that the stafl maintained
is more than necessary, Government will axe them.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The question was: ““Whether Government
propose to put a stop forthwith to its further inflation pending the examination
contemplated in the above question”. The answer is “No”. The work of the Orga-
nisation is of intense importance for the welfare of the people of Assam and cannot
be stopped without detriment thereto”. Here the question has not-been  properly
replied.  The intention of the Questioner was not to stop the Organisation but to
know whether further unnecessary inflation should not be stopped. Now I want to
ask whether unnecessary inflation will be stopped by Government pending the exa-
mination ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : T repudiate the
insinuation that the number of hands employed in this office at the present moment
is unneccessary. The Questioner has asked that pending an enquiry no new hands
should be employed. My  answer shows that as this is a growing institution and
cvery day we are reccewing more number of motor vehicles from the Government of
Ilndr;ll_l tlhc wnrl]\- is !ln(‘rt‘zl}s)inlgl, and 1{_“\\'1(- are to lay down a policy that no body
should be employed, probab Y we wi Oose accounts of workine of i
that are npcrz{ling every day. Hence my answer is ‘No’, orkinglof somé ofithclomes
) T Maulavi ABI‘)UR RAHMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this matter though it is very
important in nature has I think been sufficiently discussed as is evident from the set of
questions and answers that have been put during the last three days-qhd an emphatic
disapproval of the House has already proved that the present ﬂl‘l‘ann‘(‘m‘cllt ;vith f; ard
to the Assam Motor Transport is not according to the approval of this Ho .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The ho . Member is not to entc,: b
discussion of that point. T am trying to have all the
matter to be disposed of tadav.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ~ MAQBUIL, HUSSAIN C 7 s :
oy w?ll - 2 HAUDHURY: Unstarred

~_The Hon’ble the SPEAKI_ER: Replies to the unstarred questions have been
laid on the tn-ble and T shall give an opportunity for supplementry questions to them
if time permits,

Mr. BALDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, please’ allow!us to discuss el s St
according to rule 40. g

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  After all these supplementary questions what is the
good of discussing the matter under rule 40 ? - Suflicient time has been given for
supplementry questions. I wish to know what is the urgent matter which js re uired
to be discussed in a debate under rule 4.0, i -

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: This is a question which involves a huge
amount of money of the Province and ‘that it is very urgent is proved by the fact thgt
it is agitating the minds of all the people of the Province as is quite evident from the
supplementar}r questions and sets of questions asked by the hon. Members of all the
groups of this House, 1 think, Sir, it is quite urgent and you can very well allow us
some time to discuss it. The urgency is that undue interference has been made b
some outsiders to the Organisation. How can an outsider get access to the %
ment files ? :

. The Hon’kble the SPEAKER : How is this matter a matter of urgent public i
tance ? e

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : It has heen odmitted 1
Premier also that there is outside influence and interference in th
this Organisation. I think this is a sufficient ground to show thy
urgent, that the Government affairs should not be treated SO ver
who are not Government employees should not interfere in the
affairs where such a large amount of money is involved.

. into an elaborate
lmportant questions on this

Govern-

Y the Hon’ble
€ Management of
t t.he matter is very
y lightly, that those
matter of Government

TSpeech not corrected by the hon. Membey.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Very well ;
under rule 40 the hon. Member will be allowed , to raisc a debate in regard to
the matter of the Motor Transport Organisation on the answers given to the questions
in regard thereof. lhe hon. Members know that the debate is to be only for half an

hour an | no division will be taken on the matter.

after the close of the day’s business,

Scarcity of liquor

NDRA NATH DEV asked :

t be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is zu.[act}h;tt this Province was dry ol
months in 1942-43 ?

(b) If so, how long and why ?
() Whether 1t 18 a fact that the liquor contractors failed to bring supplies

in their respective places ? :
d) Whether any step was taken against them ?
(e, If not, why not ?
(/) Whether Government m
the supplies in this respect 4
(g) If so, with what result ?
NDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied :

ain periods from September 1942
P )42

Babu NIRE

#94,. Will Governmen
' Ii(lunl' lor several

ade enquiry about the reasons for the failure of

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRE
94, (a)—No. Some warechouses-were dry for cert
to January 1943. )
(bj—They were dry for about two months to four months eacl
(¢c)—Transport difficultics were mainly responsible for the
of the contractor to supply country spirit.
(d) & (¢)—Do not arise.
) & (g)—Governmcnt convened a conference  at Shillong in November
1942 to which the transport adviser to the Regional Controller of Railway Priorities
t with all papers. "T'he ulnttcl"

was invited. The liquor contractor’s Agent was presen
was enquired into and after consideration of all the relevant factors Government

decided not to take any action against the contractor as the failure of supply was

due to causes beyond his control.
ointments in the Excise Department

A
partial f{ailure

Re : App

RENDRA NATH DEV asked :

Babu NI
leased to state—

* ‘11 Government be p
- (Vva)l Whether it is a fact that (z) Abdul Matin Choudhury and (i) Serajul
Hoque Chowdhury, Special Excisc Jemadars at Badarpur and Kulagra
respectively have been appointed in the Excise Dcpartment during  the
administration of the present Excisc Commissioner ? _
(b) Whether these posts Were duly advertls?d before they were filled up ?
() .If so, how many applications werc received ? '
(d) Whether they were the best candidates among all the apphcants ?
HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied :

The Hon’hle Srijut
95. (a)—Abdul Matin Chaudhury and one Serajul Islam Chowdhury and not
Serajul Haque Choudhury have been appointed to temporary postr of Excise Jemadars.
~ (b)—No. Excise Jemadars being treated as menial servant the posts are not
advertised. Appointments are made when vacancics occur from candidates who
preserved in

submit applications from time to time and a list of the candidates is

office.
(¢) & (d)—Do not arise.
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Present Commissioner of Excise

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV asked :

*96. (a) Is it a fact that the present Excise Commissioner was present at different
Subdivisional headquarters of Sylhet on the dates of settlement of excise shops ?
(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether he was present on
similar occasions in any other district ?
*97. Will Government be pleased to state the number of time the present Com-‘
missioner of Excise was on tour (i in the District of Sylhet and (¢) in other districts of
the Province since his assumption of office ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied :

96. (a)—No.
(6)—Does not arise.

97.—Information for two years from November 1941 to October 1943 are given
below :—

(7) Sylhet 8
(1) Other Plains districts ... 22

Text Book Committee
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

*98. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The date of the last Meeting of the Text Book Committee ?
(b) Who convenes the Meeting of the said Committee ?

(¢) Whether there is any rule or convention for calling the Meetings of this
Committee ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
98. (a)—11th to 14th December 1940.

(6)—The Director of Public Instruction, Assam.
(¢)—There is no definite rule as to who will call the Mezting of the Text
Book Committee but it is generally done by the Director o: Public Instruction.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: 1Is there any time limit as to when these
Meetings are to be held ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: No, there is no
time limit. ;

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Does it rest on the sweet will of the Director
of Public Instruction to call or not to call the Meeting at least once a year ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN Generally
Meetings are held every year. Asa matter of fact since the last Meefing an attempt
was made to hold another Meeting on the 19th Deceml?er, 1941, but as it synchro-
nised with the Assembly Session some of the Members objected and as the Id-uz-zup,
festival intervened, the Mecting was postponed to a later date. But _later on, Sir,
Government in pursuance of the recommcndatwr} of the Central Advisory Board of
Education, and to meet the public demand, decided that there should be 1o change
of text-books on account of scarcity of paper and the economic depression . Hence
there was no necessity for any Meeting. .

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Isit a fact that in January 1941
sent to the members of the Text-Book Committee, and as a matt
of the members proceeded some way, but all on a sudden they were informed by
wire that the Meeting had been postponed and the members whe proceeded some
way were not paid the expenses they. lncur-re.d ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :

aware ol that.

» invitation was
er of fact some

I am not
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Iaa - - 1] . - c
Was there any correspondence  between the

and Government regarding his travelling
he received a telegram asking

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN:
Principal of the Habiganj Brindaban College
allowance, becausc he proceeded up to Sylhet where
him not to proceed ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: As I was not
then the Minister for Education, T am sorry 1 don’t know anything.

Do Government propose to call a Meeting

Mr. BAIDYANA'I,‘H MOOKER]JEE:

soon ?

R The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: If it be the

desire of the House and also of the Committee we will consider the matter.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: The Hon’ble Minister was telling the House

it practicﬂ-ll}’ no new tcxl-l)rmlfs are !)rc-m'rilnzd owing to scarcity of paper.

Probably it is known to t}'uf Hu)n ble T‘\fhmsgc:r that a set of books, and not particular

as ave apprOVCd by the lc:xt-],nuk (<.m-nr_n_n.h-rs, and I don’t sce any reasen why only
2 should be given the facility for so many ycars.

one publisher s :
'II')hc Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Order, order. The hon. Member is delivering a
speech.
Contract for the supply of bone-meal manure

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

#99, will Government !J(: pleased to state—
. (a) The name of the person who has been given a contract for the supply  of

meal manure in the Province ?

bone-1¢
(b) What is hl:‘s rate per m;.mpd ?
(c) The quantity to be supplied by him
(d) Whether it is a fact that therc were other parties
this manurc at lower rates ?
he namc of the officer who entered into this contract on behall of

(e T Government i
Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replied :

according to the contract ?
who agreed to supply

The Hon’ble

; 'ﬁ*;iatin}: Director of Agriculture (Mr. Handique).

BATDYANATH _MQOKER‘]EE: With regard to (d), may I know why
Mr. lar persorl was given the contract though lower rates were quoted by
The other parties who quoted

. NABA KUMAR DUTTA :
in their tenders that the rates wel

ntione
T so these could not be accepted.

¢ subject to alterations

lower rates

without DO
Forecast statistics of paddy cultivation

ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

/
will Govcrqment be pleased to state
hei *lf?)géc;asl statistics of paddy production in the Prov
ke (b) Is it a fact that these forecast statistics vary

i1 Government be plea;
) Wi > s pleased to state
ose of ascertaining the real statistics of P

u
staff for the Pthe Province ?
ijon
productlo

the basis on which they publish
ince ?

Maulavi

almost in every publi-

whether they maintain any special

cation ?
addy cultivation and paddy

I T ——
- T ————

4]
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The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replied :

100, (@) —The
reports received  fron
India Procedure.

(0)—Yes.
(C)—'—_\'n.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN -
this variation in each publication ? L :

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: The cause of the variation is
mainly due to the fact that the Deputy  Commissioners have to make p_cnodl_cal
estimates depending on the then condition of the crop and taking into consideration
all the circumstances prevailing in  the environment. , r

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Will Government please state on what basis
the Deputy Comimissioners supply the figures ? .

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: In the temporarily-settled dis-
tricts these works are done by the Land Records Staff ; in the permanently-
settled  districts, e.g., Sylhet, the estimates are made on population basis and the
surveyed areas in the temporarily-settled parts of the district.

Mr. BAIDYANATH ;\l()()Kl'lR‘]EE: With regard to (¢), the reply is *“No™,
but will Government try to do so in future ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA »  Sir,
the machinery for compiling agricultural statistics was discussed at a meeting in
New Delhi by an Inter-Departmental Committee, who have forwarded their recommen-
dations to the Government of India, and we 3

P are now m correspondence with the
Government of India regarding this matter.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please explain
how statistics forrice and paddy cultivation are prepared  on population basis

The Hon’ble: Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Sir, T understand the procedure
is this: the population is known from the Census ligures and in the temporarily-
scttled parts  of the Sylhet District the area under paddy cultivation is known. A
ratio is worked out between the population figures and the rice area and that ratio
is applied to the whole District, ..

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: Will Government please state why “normals”
are still not mentioned in the forecaste ? We drew the attention of the Gover-
ment to this in the last Session, and they promised they would pu_t’tht:m in the
forecasts.  Otherwise it is impossible to Judge what the crop quantities are likely
to be. i ¢ )

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : It is a separate question, Sir.

Mr. . W. BLENNERHASSETT: Tt may be a separate question, but it was
a Government-promise all the same. Moreover I am making a relevant reference
to the matter under discussion, ¢ e., the question of forecast. b ]

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: I want notice of this question,
as I shall have to look into the files.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Isit a fact that Governrr.mnt have to
on these figures in relation to the Food Problem of the Provgan.: :'

- The Hom’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: We admit, it is an

matter. We are in correspondence with the Government of India.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Should not Government _come to
decision over the matter - so that reliable figures can be obtained ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : We are going to prepare a
scheme as may be advised by the Government of India, _and that scheme will be
forwarded to the Government of India for financial assistance,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Isit a matter for the Government of India ?

The Hon’ble My, NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Our Procedure is based on
All-India procedure.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKLER]JEE :

permanentl -settled areas in India figure

forecasts of paddy production are published on the basis of the
n the Deputy Commissioners, These reports are based on All-

With regard to (b), may I know the cause of

the question of improving

rely much
important

2 considered

an

Are we to understand that in all the
s are arrived at on population basis ?



1038 QUESTIONS [30T1 Nov.

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA:

by the Government of India.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I remember the Hon’ble Premier explained
what is meant by “population basis’’, on a previous occasion.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: The figures for const
ved at on population basis, but not for production.
(Starred questions Nos.101-103 were not put and answered

absent.)

That is the procedure laid down

imption may be arri-

as the Questioner was

Chairmen of Debt Conciliation Boards, Sylhet

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :
*104. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The amount of money drawn by ¢
Conciliation Boards in the District of Sylhet

since the establishment of those Boards ?
p) Whether it is a fact that the Chairmen have no
discharge in the mofussil ?
Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
104. (a)H—NOthing was drawan apart from the usual daily
the meetings of the Boards.
(b)—Yes, except as

ach of the Chairmen of the Dcebt
as travelling allowance

ollicial function to

allowances for attending

The

Chairmen of the Boards wherever its sittings are held.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : will the Hon’ble Minister state me whether any
such occasion could arise within the functions of the Act ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes,
arise and two of the hon. Members of this House who are a
Debt Conciliation Boards have mentioned to me that they we
inspection of a question about which two parues stressed in  two
tions. They still say that they will take advantage whencver an occasion

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Is the hon. Questioner one of them 7
i NAWWAR ALI: Yes.

The Hon’ble Maulavi
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Inspection ot what ?
(No reply.)

Sir. An occasion may
lso Chairmen of the
re about to go on an
differrent direc-
arises.

y of Quinine to Government Dispensaries and Hospitals
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :
%105. Will Government be pleased to state-—
(a) The total quantity of quinine supplied to the Government controlled
dispensaries and hospitals of the Province from 1st April 1943 to 31st

October 1943 ? .
(b) The total quantity supplied to them for the same per
years 1940, 1941 and 1942 ? . (
(¢) The total quantity su pplied to them during the years 1939-40, 1940-41,
1941-42 and 1942-43 (Figures to be shown separately year by year)?
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied : i
105. (a)—A total quantity of 1,804 Ibs. of quinine and 1,
alkaloids were supplied to the Government controlled dispensarics
Province during the period from lst April 1943 to 31st October 1943.
(b) & (¢)—The information ‘< not readily available and is b

iOd during thc

355‘ Ibs. of cinchona
and hospitals of the

eing collected.

Re: Divisional Forest Officer, Sylhet
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

*106. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether the Divisional Forest Officer, Sylhet, called for some contract

works from May to August last ? :
(b) 1f so, what was the nature of works for each of those contracts ?
2

(¢) The names of the successful tenderers in each of the said contracts !
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(d) Whether it is a fact that to some of those contractors Government
advanced money from Government fund ?
¢) If so, what was the reason for this ?
(/) Who are those contractors ?
(¢) What action has been taken against the present Divisional Forest
- Officer of Sylhet since after the serious allegations made against his
conduct during the last Budget Session of the Assembly ? %

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
106. (a)—Yes. .

(b)—First contract for the supply of bamboos and cane and the second
contract for the supply of cane, bamboos shingles, thatch, bamboos and chatai.
(¢)—The hon. Member is referred to the statement placed on the library

(d)—No.
(¢) & (f)—Do not arise.

(g)—Conservator of Forests
tracts and other matters.

table.

has been to the Division and looked into con-

Re. Ahom Community

Srijut SURENDRANATH BURAGOHAIN asked :
*107. (a) Whether the Ahoms have
Government since November 1941 ?
(b) Ifso, do Government propose to issue any circular to the Local Bodies
regarding the Ahom Community’s allocation of posts under those Bodies supplementing

their carlier circular issued in 1940, on the subject of communal allocation of posts
among the diflerent communities ? '

(¢) If not, do Government propose to consider this question early ?

been regarded as a separate Community by

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied :

107. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.
(¢) —Does not arise.

Water Rally at Ajmiriganj
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked : Shy
*108. (@) Ar: Government aware that a Water Rally was hf_:Id at Ajmiriganj in the
Habiganj Subdivision, on the 29th August, 1943 under the auspices of the Nationa] War
Front Organisation, Assam ?
(b) What amount of money was spent for the purpose ? : e
¢} Will Government be pleased to state who of the Hon’ble Ministers ag well
as of the Government officers attended the function ? - .
(d)y Is it a fact that a Conference was held in that connection at Aj miriganj ?
(e) Is it a fact that only few hundreds of people together with some N

> ) - ational
War Front Workers attended the said Conference : ‘

(/) Will Government be pleased to state the amount of money drawy a5 Hias
velling allowance by the officers attending the said conference ?

{g) Is it a fact that the “*Khurshid Boat Race’” was also performed on that
date ? .
& The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

108. ‘a) A River Rally was held at Ajmiriganj
28th August, 1943 (and not on 29th August, 1943 as
auspices of the National War Front, Assam.

in -the ‘Habiganj Subdivision on
stated in the question) under the
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b)—Rupees 7,440-5-3 was spent on the occasion.
e of Medical

¢)—The Hon’ble Prime Minister, the Hon’ble Ministers in chars
the Superin-

ant,:lCJvil Df:fu;](:(:, the Publicity Officer, Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet
tendent of Excise, Sylhet, the Additional District Magistrate Buibet = |' aber Of
local officers attended the function. ) B and a nul
(d)—Yes.
the

‘ e = : _
(e)—No. About one lakh of people attended the function according to

Organizer’s report, in the afternoon, and some five thousand in the forenoon
f)y—The National War Front Officers drew travelling allowances

to Rs.414-6-0. Government have not the information about drawal of travellin
awal o ave 13

.munullln‘
allow-

ances by other officers, but will collect it
(g) Yes, to get the advantage of the big ¢ 5 .
2) ) g age of the big concourse of : .
2o b y 2 f e . atte o it, the
National War I'ront Rally was fixed for the same date S peRpie, H kg |
]’In\.'ill—

YANATH MOOKERJEE: W _ _
ok I::/{‘TChI(?gﬁ(IJ) ?f\ | O-)l\l RJEE: Was the amount spent from s
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No. from the

National War Front Fund.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: WEh the concuivence: of e Oovernment of

the Province ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Gentral Govern®

ment. ; i
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Is this money in the hands of the

Government ? l
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMM ; i
‘ _ 2 £ M MMAD SAADULLA : y 18
now SPcnl n thc_ U_Tdmary way and the funds form part of the l’1'1:1'i!1!:1.11\;1‘;;::L‘i<r(':5
Maulavi {\BI)PR RA_I-_IMAN'. Is it a fact that many ol the hiezh ()]]iéi?li;
_attcn_ch the Ilfnctwn ? Did they belong 1o the National War Front Organisation >
rhe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULI A1 1 have

already given details.
ABDUR RAHMAN: Whether these oflicers drew  thei vl

Maulavi
allowance from the Government ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Govern-

ment are trying to collect the information.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Whether they are entitled to draw travelling

allowance for their journies performed there ?
Phe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I will look

into the matter.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Whether they went to see the fun out of their own

accord or they were invited by the Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : There wa

no invitation. I made a detailed statement yesterday about it. -
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Many of the high officials such as I. P.'s

of other districts, Subdivisional Officers and others " also ;u.tcnch:cl) lillc .l'un.ci

tion. May I know whether these gentlemen were asked by the National War

Front Leader to join the function ? i
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I do not

know of a y other Gubdivisional Officer except that of Habiganj, but lat 11
. - - % ; : . er ét-.‘

the afterncon the Subdwgs:onal _OIHccr of Sunamganj came. 4 I J;iskcd hilmuwl?;/l 1111;

ca_rge.} He said that as rice policy would be discussed there, he came becausce he

sal l\t/lflx;ti:’l\yoxlngGPrcpercusmorl in his Subdivision.

avi 7 A . A :

Polic’%}l W%[I'l.t t‘?l Ajmiriglarﬁl—;MAN' Whether Mr. Alban Ali, Superintendent of

. e Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir - a

him there. He is the Provinciﬁ Ofgccﬁ’f}iﬂ&?ﬂdMAD E’AADULI".A: Yes, I. i
ge ol the Collective Resp:nsibility

Scheme. R
Babu DZA INA RANJAN GUPTA QHAUDHURY: Did the hon. Ques-

tioner join the boat race ?

Provincial
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Maulavi ABDUR RAL IMAN: Otherwise how he could put the question.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CGHAUDHURY: Joined or

at ((‘“d(.{l ?

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Attended.

Assam Sanskrit Board

Dlr. BAIDYANATH MO JKERJEL asked : )

| “109. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have recently  receiv-

cd any memorial from the clerks of the Assam Sanskrit Board for revision of their
scaleg Of pay ?

(&) Ifso, will Government be pleased to state what action they have taken
Or propose to take in the matter ? : :
(¢) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing
present seales of pay of the clerks of the said Board ?
(d) Ts it a fact that their present scales of pay are much lower than the
Scales of the cmployees of the local Bodies 2
(e) Are Government aware that these clerks are over worked ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied: °
109. (a)—-Yes. -
(b)—Government are not prepared to consider the revision of the scales of
pay till the conditions return to normal at the end of the war.
: (¢)—-Head clerk—Rs.40—2-—60—2—8).
Second clerk—Rs.35—2—55--3/2—70.
(d)—Yes.
(e)—So it has been recently represented to the Government.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What steps do Government propose to
take in that connection so fur as (e) 1s concerned ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Government
propeses  to strengthen the stafl’ next year. '

the

A. R.P. Personnel in Assam

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

¥110. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing (2)
the names of A. R. P. Oflicers of Assam drawing a monthly salary of Rupees one
hundred and aliove, (i2) their home districts, (#i) present pay and (i) present place
of posting.

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI
replied :

110.—A statement is laid on the table.

Statement showing the names of A. R. P. personnel in Assam drawing @ monthly salary of
Rupees one hundred or abive L
Present place

Name Present Home District of
pay Posting
- Rs.
1. G. P. Walden, Esqr... " i g 1,200 Isle of Wight, England Sllillong_
2. Mr. S. K. Dutta .. > i b 300 Sylhet 2 1 .. Ditto.
3. Mr. A. S. Lyngdoh ., Al s i 300 Khasi and Jaintia Hills Ditto.
4, Mr. N. B. Dubois .. .. i i 200 Dl-tto ! P, ; crovy
5. Mr. C. R. Davidson . . s AY: o 159 Ditro . Dite.
6. Mr. G. Misra e L. i e 135 Sylhet ‘s .. Ditto.
7. Mr. R. Hill i G B - 105 Khasiand Jaintia Hills Ditro.
8. Mr. H. Carlingson . . g . i 110 Ditto i Ditto.
9. Mr. S. Jashi .3 . o . 115 Ditto Ditto.
10, Mr. T. Lyngdoh e o o o5 100 Ditto Ditto.
11, Mr. P. Jyrwa B o e .. 100 Ditto Ditto.
12, Miss M. Kharsati 0 i . 100 Ditto Ditto.
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Mr. N. Ahmed Chowdhury
Mr. 1qbal Hussain Chowdhury

Srijut Haladhar Chowdhury
Srijut Madhab Chandra Barua
Maulavi Guljar Rahman
Maulavi Aftab Flussain

Srijut Bidyut Purkayastha
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9., ,, Abdur Rahman

*” Jogesh Ch. Banerjee

o Prengkants Mahanta
Sidheswar Burgohain
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.

QUESTIONS

Present pay

Rs.

350

300°

165
150
135
110
105
100
350
150
135
120
350
300
150
150
135
LOO
100
100
100

300
plus 50
C.A.

150

135

100

/)t;t..f spl. pay 20
15

plus Spl. pay. 25
500
300
150
170
135
120
115
100
100
100
300
150
135
100
100
plus Spl. 20

300
plus 50
300
150
140
100
150

350
150
100
135
175
300
2 150
e 135
150

Sylhet
l)il.r.
Kamrup
Ditto
Goalpara
Kamrup
I)illrj
H)’“:r-l
Sylhet

(30T Nov. l

Homne District

Domiciled in Tezpur

Darrang
Ditto
S)’]}lr-t
Ditto
Ditto
Cachar
Sylhet
Cachar
Sylhet
Cachar
Ditto

Sylhet
Goalpara
Mymensing
Goalpara

Ditto

(-B‘c-m;:;]) .

U. P., Lucknow

Sylhet
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
[itto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto
Ditto

Nowgong
Sibsagar
Kamrup
Sihsagar
Ditto

Sylhet

Lﬂkl]impur
Sylhet
Lakhimpur,
Sylhet
Kamrup

Mymiensing
Sylhet
Dacca
Darrang
Sibsagar
Sibsagar
Sylhet
Ditto
Sibsagar

..

.I.)OrniCil(;cll

..

- Ditto.

Present
place ol
posting

Gauhati,
Ditto.
I)iiln.

1 Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

Tezpur.
Ditto,
Ditto.
Ditto,

Silchar.
Ditto.

Ditto.
Ditto.
Silchar
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

Dhubri.

Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

Ditto.

Sylhet.
Ditto.
Ditto.

I)ilt().
Ditto,
Ditto,
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Jorhat,
Ditto,
Ditto,
I)it[().
Ditto.

e ————————————————.

Di I)l‘ugn l‘h_

Ditto.
Ditto,
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto,
Tinsukia,
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Digboi.
Ditto.
Ditto.
Ditto.

M"
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(to which answers were laid on the table)
Assam Motor Transport Organisation
Maulavi NAMWAR ALI BARBHUIYA asked :
d1. (a) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the
number of appointments that have been made  till now in the Assam Motor Transport
Organisation showing their classes and grades and the initial pay given to each emplo-
yees ?

(" TIs it a fact that appointments have been made and pay given to the
cmployees as the Controller likes ?
Is it a fact that in some cases increased pay is given to employees after
they have served only for a period of one month or so ?
82. If the answers to questions ¢ 1 (&) and (¢) above are in the affirmative, will
Government be pleased to state-

(2) Whether such action on the part of the Motor Transport Controller is in

accordance with any rules or orders of Government ?

() Whether such practice is followed in any other Government offices ?

(¢) If so, in what oflices and under what rules or orders ?

83. Will Government be pleased to state-—

(¢) Whether there is any standard adopted by Government according to which
ministerial staff is sanctioned for a new office or the existing staff of an
oflice i1s increased on the basis of receipts and issues of the office con-
cerned ?

(b) Whether Government examined the needs and requirements of the Motor -
Transport Organisation on the said standard and basis and sanctioned
the initial staff or its increase to the present number ?

(¢) IF not, why a deviation has been made in the case of this Organisation ?

(d) Whether Government propose to examine the strength of the ministerial
and other stafls of this Organisation on the basis of actual require-
ment ?

(e) Whether Government propose to put a stop forthwith to its further infla-
tion pending the examination contemplated in the above question ?

(f) Whether Government proposed to treat this Organisation as one of the
other Government offices and put its stall to the bare minimum on the
same basis as in other offices ?

84. Will Government be pleased to state-—

(a) Whether the stafl of the Motor Transport Orgzmisatiqn an_d its su_bordinate
offices cnjoy the same privileges in respect of their services, pay,
prospects, pension, etc., as other Government employees ? | )

(b) If so, whether they are so treated by their superiors’ during their daily
routine of business ?

85. Will Government be pleased to state— . ;

(a) Whether itis a fact that one Mr. Wall said to have been appointed as the
ministerial head of office in the Assam Motor Transport Organisation
is only a novice in Government service ? )

() What is his scale of pay and what pay is he now drang.

(¢) Whether the said post is a responsible one so far as this Organisation s
concerned ?

(d) Whether he was previously an employee_: of the Bata Shoe COmpany ?

(¢) What are his educational and other qualifications ? ,

(/) What were his outstanding merits or previous office experience that justified
his sudden appointment from a private concern to the said Government
post ? .

&) What is his nationality and what province does he belong to 2

() Whether this vacancy was advertised and applications from suitable can-
didates were called for ? _ o

(1) How many clerks are there under him ?

()
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a high salaricd post as its ministerial head 2
the scale of this post commensurate

r Government ofhces ?

( 7 ) Whether such number calls for
(k) Whether Government proposc Lo reduce
with the actual requirements as in othe
86. Will Government be pleased to state-
(a) Whether there is a post of Account
(b)) Whether it is a fact that one Mr. Barlow has

post ?
(¢) What are the duties and functions of this post ?
(d) What are the educational and  Accounts qu.‘nliﬁt:;uiruw of the said

Mr. Barlow ?
(¢) What is his present agc ?

{.f] Whether he ever held any Government or private sctvice

revious to his present appointment
he length of service he held in any such

ant in the said Organisation ?
been appointed in  this

as Accountant,

(g) Ifso, what was it, and what is t
capacity ?

(h) What is his scale of pay and what are

(i) Whether this post was advertised before

(j ) Whether applications from candidate wi
Account Service qualifications from
called for, for this post ?

(k) If not, why not ?

(1) Whether Government proposce to a
duly qualified man, for this post ?

(m) How many pcrsons arc there in the Accounts Branch of this Organisation ?

(n) Whether there are such high salaried Accountants in any other Go ‘ern-
ment office having as many clerks in Accounts Section as in this

Organisation ?

(o) If not, why so high a salary has been attached to this post ?

(p) Whether Government propose to reduce the scale of the post commen-
surate with the actual requirement and on the basis of Accounts princi-

le in other Government offices ?
Whether any money sccurity has been attached to this post ?

(7)
(r) If not, why not ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA rcplied :
81. (a)—The reply to question unstarred 80 (k) may be referred to.
(b)—No.
(¢)—In some ¢

to a time scale.
82, (a)——-Thc rules

action hitherto taken has b

of Government. o
(6) & (¢)—There is no simila

parallel exists. _ -

83. (a)—Thecre are different standards for different servic
(b)—Yes, and the matter is constantly under review

to be justified. At the outset the only material to go upon was the e

transport enterprises, with which the Controller has been in touch.

(c)—Does not arise.

(d)—Government arc prepared to consider any Spe
the adequacy of the staff. They rely of course largely on th
ler as to the success of the operations.

()—No. The work of the Organisation is of intense importance for the wel-
fare of the people of Assam and cannot be stopped without detriment thereto.

ad ({; ))_—_I:Ir;le siggtiftlcnb_ls undoubtedly what Government aix.n at. .
and works under Cirid?tignge;tiin%re q‘-‘as"cc{mmercial, the staff is HOH-p_ens;onab_le
fair treatment. ing at maximum output of work consistent with

his initial and present pay ?

he was appointed ?
th Accounts Diploma or Superior
Comptroller’s Establishment were

dvertise the post in order to take in, a

ases pay has been provisionally fixed, and subsequently altered
approval of Governmeng, The

are in process of framing for the
1 and under the supervision

cen with the general approva

r Organisation under Government and thercfore no

es and offices.
and every addition has
xperience of private

cific proposals for testing
e advice of the Control-




1943] QUESTIONS 1045

(6)-—The question is not understood.

85. (a)-—He is new to Government service.
(6)—He draws Rs. 300 per mensem. The future scale of the post is under
consideration.
(¢)—Yes.
(d) —No.

(¢) & ( f)-—Senior Cambridge certificate and thirteen years Wi_th private
firms, he was trained at an Officer Cadets’ Training School, but found medically unfit
for active Military service.

(g)-—European settled in India.

(h)—No. He was engaged after interview by the Controller for the purpose of
starting the office.

(1)—At present five.
(7)—His present post is Manager of the Personnel Department dealing with

stafl’ and labour. He deals with recording and statistics of staff and labour which are not
vet fully developed branches of work.

(k£)—Government propose to watch the development of the work of the

Orgemization, the scope of which has only recently been fixed. They will certainly bear

In mind whether the branch is fully justified for the work it is accomplishing from time
to time.

86. (a)—Yes.
(b)—VYes.
(¢)—Control of financial and cash accounts.

(d)—Senior Cambridge certificate, articles with a qualified accountant and
11} years’ practical office experience.

(e)—Forty-five years.
(f)—No Government service but over 15 years’ private service.
(g)—Reference is invited to the answer to question (d).

(k) Rupees 600 in the scale Rs.175
—600—600—650—50/2—750.

175—200—50/2—400—400—450—50/2

(i)— No.

(J) & (k)—The Comptroller was unable to recommend anyone with the
necessary experience. The workgof the Accounts section has grown to a degree beyond

the capacity of the staff’ and the assistance of the Auditor General and the Comptroller
has been called for in procuring qualified men.

())—No. Qualified accountants have been absorbed in various Central De.-
partments, and special arrangements must be made to secure reliable men,

(m)—Fifty-seven clerks at present.
(n)—There is no parallel post in Government service.

(e)—Does not arise.

(p)—Cost accounting does not arise on this scale in any Government service-
It should be appreciated that this is a special emergency branch of Government work
Operating on commercial principles.

. (9) & (r)—The proposals of the Controller are under consideration.
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Assam Motor Transport Organisation
Maulavi MUZARROF ALl LASKAR asked:

87. Will Government be pleased to state
(a) The academic qualification of Mr. Wall, said to be the othee Manager in
the office of the Controller, Provircial Motor Transport  ( Yreanisation,

Assam ?

(b) The previous
said post !

(¢) The amount of pay which is at present heing drawn by himn

(d) Whether it is a fact %h:zl the said  Mr. Walt had no previous ofiice  ex-
perience of any Government Office before he was so appointed

(e) Whether 1t is :1_1‘:1(:1_[[1;11 he was employed with the
prior to his joining his new appointment at Shillonge ?

office expericnce which entitled him to be appointed in the

)

Bata Shoce I'a tory

2 = if » nost was advertise Corre | - . o
N ‘/Xil::tlwlalllh;[ ) 18 advertised before it was  filled up by the said
(g) If not, why ?
(k) The scale of pay of the said post ?
(2) Whether (?OVCI:nIncn[ arc aware that the siid Mr. Wall does
well with his subordinates ?

action has been taken against him

not behave

ther Government proposc to cnquire into the matter ?
(1) Whether it is a fact that several complaints against his bad behaviour with
his subordinates were made to the Controller, Provincial Motor I'rans-
1943 7
satd Mr. Wall in  the

(]) If so, what
(k) 1f not, whe

yort Organisation in the month ot August,
(m) L what action has been taken against the
matter ?
88. (a) Will Government b ple
(i) number, (if) scale of pay of differe

Provincial Motor Transport Organisation, (izz) namcs of persons
fhienp posts and (i y to which cach of them belongs ?

(b) How many non-natives of the Province have becn appointed in the said

pleased to lay on the table a statement showing the
nt posts sanctioned up tll now in the Assam
nppc)intcd in cach of

) commumt

communal ratio fixed by Government for the represen.

Organisation
B a fact that the ¢ _
in public services has not been adhered to by the Con.

) 18 £ nities
ation of various commu serv
roller, Proz/incial Motor Transport Organisation ?

4) If so, why

89 €N}11 Government be pleased to state— o ,
§ In what partlcular post, under the Provincial Motor ‘Transport Organis-
(a) stjon oA S K. Mukherjee, late of the Commercial Carrying Come-
inte : ?

any, has been appointed recently * _ . _

(b) Thg)anz:;unt of pay last drawn by the said Mr. S. K. Mukherjee while

he was in the Commercial Carrying Gompany ?

(¢) The initial pay on which the said Mr. Mukherjee has now been

‘n the Assam Provincial Motor Transport Organisation ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that he is not a native of the Province of Assim ?

¢) Whether tkl;lﬁ EOSt was advertised before the appointment was made ?

( If not, why .

() WhecthergGovernment. propose to advertise the post now and fill it with a

quahfi%l B ho is a native of the Province ?
() Thglsll;lczrlltg:;zn? of the said Mr. S. K. Mukherjee for holding the present

?

appointed

I
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The Honble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

87. (a) to (A)-~The hon. Member is referred to the replies given to similar
questions (unstarred questions Nos. 80-80) by Maulavi Namwar Al Barbhuiya at
this session.

(1)—No.

J)—Daoes not arise. :

(A)—Government  will investigate any specific  allegations  against the

oificer
(/) & (m)—Government are informed that one complaint of a petty nature

was investigated and dealt with by the Frovineial Motor Transport Controller.

88. (a) & (h)-—~The information is being  supplied in answer to similar questions
by other hon. Members at this session,

(¢} ~The communal ratio is observed to the extent to which qualified candi-
dates are available.

(d)-—TIt must be understood that this is a temporary Organisation built up to
Provide for very important purpoes concerning the War effort and the economic well-

being of *he Province, and |l 1S not pus.\'il)].(‘ to deal with it on a long term  basis like an
ordinary department. Qualilied and experienced

: men are necessary, but others are also
|:cin_g taken for training and in respect of these particularly every eflort is made to
give due opportunities to all communities.
89. (a)—Chief Technical Oflicer.

(b)—Government understand that his monthly
pPer mensem.

(6)—Rs.1,300 per mensem, which was fixed in recognition that he was leaving
a permanent employment for a post which will only be likely to last a few years. ¥

ctal Carrying Clom-

carnings were about Rs.825

(d)—Yes. He has served for eleven years in the Commer
Pany.
({')—- No.

(/' )—This is a temporary specialist post for which a person of know
and capacity was required, and it had to be filled as soon as such a pe
available.

(g)-—Government do not proposc to advertise the post afresh.
(#)—He has more than 22 years’ experience as Workshop Foreman, Workshop

Superintendent and Engineer with  the Howrah Municipality, the E. B. Railway and
private Firms.

n experience
rson become

Forest Divisions of Haltugaon and Kachugaon
Raja AJIT NARAYAN DEB of Sidli asked :

90. Will Government Dbe pleased to state—

(a) The total number of coupes (Sal and soft wood) sold to contractors in the
two IForest Divisions of Haltugaon and Kachugaon in the District of
Goalpara during the period Dbeginning from April 1940 to March
1943 ?

(b) The valuce thercof (to be shown separately) ?

(¢) The total amount of Royalty realised uptill now fr

(d) The total outturn during the said period ?

(¢) The area of (i) Haltugaon and (i7) Kachugaon Forest Dijv

(/) The number of ranges in each Division ?

(¢) The number of stafl’ working therein during last year and thig Year in each
Division ? ' Eac

(h) Whether the work in those Divisions has increased at present ?

(7) If so, whether the staff has been increased ? :

(J) Whether it is a fact that the contractors working in the H
do not at present get Forest passing, transit pass,
reply of letters in time ?

om the Contractors p

isions ?

altugaon Division
depét passing and
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(k) If so, why?

() Whether the f_'unll'a(:lm‘s working in thesc two Divisions are allowed to
despatch timber outside the Province of Assam ? |

(m) 1f so, under what conditions ?

(n) The quantity allowed for (i) private sale

despzttch outside Assam ?
pleased to state

inside the Provinee and (i5) for

any forest block under Haltugaon and

91, Will Government be
(a) Whether Government have allotted
Kachugaon I'r;rc:st Divisions to any contractor without [muin-- it to

ublic auction ?

(b) If so, why ?
(c) Whether the

the contr

idge pile contracts were pr
;11():::;1"? ii{“]l:)df.'i);llm(—u Ware PropoFinnns ly distributed among
92. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) What privilege, if any, has been given (o the
gaon and Kachugaon Forest Divisions with reg
kerosene, €tc., o their labourers ? '

(b) Whether any_arr_zmgcmcnt has been
tion for bringing labourers [rom
Forest in I:Ialtugaon Division ?

The Hon’ble M‘au]'avg MU_NAWWAR ALI replied :
90, 91 & 92.—The information has been called for.
Allotment of food-stuffs at controlled rate during festivals

MaulaVi ABDUR RAHMAN asked:

5. will Government be Plcascd to state-—

93. Whether any special allotment of Atta, flour, sugar, etc., was made t
in the District of Sylhet during the -l;lq(:

contractors working in Haltu-
ard to supplying rations
]

made to pmvidc- railway accommoda-
outside to extract timber from the

(@) the public at controlled rate
Shab-i-Barat, Manasa Pooja, Idul Fitr and Durga Pooja festivals ?

the persons received those allotments in  the Habigan;

wreay

() 159 whOare 2
Subdivision =

titions were received by

dual persons between July an

the local authorities of Hahiqanj

Whether P¢ :
(¢) d September 1943 for the

from individ : -

jssue of SPecnal quota of the said articles on account of religioug

festivals- £ i b . ! - ‘
hether 1t 13 a fact that some Muslims of Habiganj did not receive

(d) Whet t of the : :  di ;
speclal allotment 0 ese articles during Shab-i-Barat, Idul Fj¢p
and other festivals ? t

Maula\’i Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

r Idul Fitr and Durga Pooja and on special application
stock available.

lied for it.

The Hor"b]c
enerally fo

(&) — 1: ccording to

for othcl: f?;STThosc who app
(2):{2; be as SOME like the hon. Member, did not take the allotment on
the ground )th ¢ it was inadequate.
Political prisoners in Nowgong Jail
srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked:
ent be pleased to state—
r-trials lodged in Nowgong

11 G()VCrnm .y .
94. W;l) Whether some political prisoners and unde
( Jail complained to the Hon’ble Minister o
re as regards their classification and proce

the S
respect by the district authorities ?

f Jails during his last wvisit
dure adopted in  this
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(6) Whether Government propose to direct the District Magistrates to
ascertain the status, social position and mode of living of the political
prisoners and under-trials through some agencies other than the police ?

95. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) Whether any steps have been taken to improve the diet and other facili-
ties of prisoners in jail particularly those of ““C” Division prisoners ?

(b) Whether Government have recently received complaints from ¢<C”
Division prisoners convicted for political activities to the effect that
the quantity of salt, condiments, oil, fish, soda or soap for washing
and vegetables supplied to them are quite insufficient ?

() Whether Government propose to extend the facilities and privileges as
regards diet now enjoyed by the ““B’ Division security prisoners to the
“C" Division prisoners—convicted for political activities ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

94. (a)--Yes, but the complaint related to the classification and not to the
procedure adopted.

_ ([)}-—'l‘hc'lllll_l:l] recommendation is. made by the trying Magistrate on the
basis of facts emerging in the course of the trial and after hearing the accused and his
pleader. Government have no reason to  believe that the District Magistrate’s
rccom_m(rncl_;ulon is not largely based on facts thus ascertained, and do not see the
nccessity of the suggested orders.

- 95.(a)- -Yes.  Government are exploring all feasible methods of improvement—
particularly of diet, which raises difficulties owing to the dislocation of supply in
respect of certain items.  They have decided to make every effort to expand the
production of vegetables in the jail gardens for the benefit of the prisoners and have
for that purpose ‘rcl:_lxg(_l lhc‘ rulcs. relating to extra-mural gangs. They are also
considering the feasibility of certain other measures such as doubling the daily ration
of mustard oil, and mcrqasccl supply of vegetables on days when dal cannot be sup-
plied in full, and increasing the number of days on which fish is to be served and SO
on. i

(b)—Not recently. Only one complaint was received more than a year
agu- . . . .

(¢)—No. It cannot be supported on any principle to differentiate between
prisoners of the same category and class, sometimes convicted under the same provisions
of the law. In the view of Government wherever such differentiation is justified op
the grounds of status, education or mode of living of the convict the proper course is to
classity such convict in a higher division and Government have already asked Deputy
Commissioners sometime ago to review the cases of all convicts who claimed and were
not given “B”’ class and to reclassify the prisoners in ‘B’ class where this appeared
justified.

Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan, M.L.A., now a Security prisoner in Tezpur Jail

Srijit MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :
96. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) Whether Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan, M. L. A., TNOW a security Prisoner in
Tezpur jail, has been suffering from various ailments such ag phirin-
gities, gastrities, heart-troubles, chronic dysentery, tonsilities, etc, p
() What steps have been taken for his treatment ? 2

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

96. (a)—No. Last year Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan complained of &
trouble. Government called for a medical report, which wasg submitted a
medical examination of all organs as well as microscopic examination an
disease apart from occasional constipation. His weight in Jjail ha,:i i
103 to 132 lbs. and his general health was good, i ¥

replied :

hronic bowel
fter a detailed
d disclosed ng
ncreased from
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(h)—Does not arise.
Staff in connection with Grow-More-Food} Campaign

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :
97. Will Government be pleased to state -

(¢) How many officers have been appointed in connection
More Food Campaign in the Assom Valley (to be
district) ? ‘

(b)) Of these, how many arc Hindus,
Bengali Immigrant Muslims ?

(¢) How many Bengali _MU-‘*]l.“l Immigrants applied for the posts and how
Ipany Wi “I’P‘”!llt:d in connection with the Grow More Food Camp-
aign in the district of Goalpara ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA replied :
97. (a) & (h)-—A statement is given below.
(a) Number of officers appointed under Grow More Food Campaign district by district

Muslims, Assamese Muslims and

Lakhimpur R |
Sibsagar IOV
Nowgong s VPR [ |
Mikir Hills 1

55

Total
(b) Number of Hindus, Muslims, Assamese Muslims and Bengali immigrant Muslims, elc
appointed under this Campaign ’ )

Hindus including schedule caste and Ahoms 41
Muslims -« ]
Assamesc Mgshms _— 7
Bengali immigrant Muslims ... o
Tribal 6
Total 63

THI, NUMBER OF OFFICERS APPOINTED

sl feny SHOWING L 20h o
STATEMEN? S/ MORE FOOD SCHEME IN LOWER ASSAM VALLEY

UNDER

(a)— Nt umber of olficers appointed under Grow More Food Campaign districl by district
Kamrup e —_— ves eas T gg
Goalpara - o B
Dacratie e 2
Total cew 5

(b) Number of Hindus, Muslims, {1 ssamese Muslims and ﬁengali Immigrant Muslims, elc.,
: appoinled under this Campaign

Hindus including schedule caste and Ahoms wonid winse 2 43
Muslims o it nins ... 30
Assamese Muslims ... i 22
Bengali immigrant Muslims ... ) . p_— . 8
Triba] .o Sege s Ve e — 2
. 105

Total v .

(3011 Nov.

with lllt‘ Crronw
shown :fi-.tlit‘t I)_\‘
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(e)—Tt is difficult to say how many of the applicants were immigrant MUSI?I?:
as the fact of their being  immigrant muslims or not was not mentioned n e
applications. Two Bengali immigrant muslims were appointed as Kamdars in
Goalpara district but one did not join his appointment.

Books selected for M A. Examination in Assamese language

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked :

08. (a) Will Government be pleased to cuquirc and state the names of bOOLg
selected by the Caleutta University for the M. A. Examinationan Alsarnese la"guﬁgca'.
(b) Are Government aware of the books, (¢) Brittamonjuri by Mohamo apu-
dhya Dhireswar Bhattacharjee, (i) Kothabhagabot by Vatta Dev, and (1) Dharmop
ran by Kabi Chandra Dwija ? ' i
(¢) 1f so, do Government propose to recommend to the Calcutta UnWt;rle
to prescribe them as Text books for the M. A. Examination in Assamese language *

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

98. (a)—The hon. Member is referred to pages 1232-1233 of the Calcutta Uni-
versity Calendar 1942,
(6)—-(¢) Yes. It is still in manuscript.
(27) Yes.
(i11) Government have no information.
(¢)—Brittamonjuri being a work on Sanskrit prosody is not suitable. 3
Katha Bhagabata is already in the list, Dharmapurana by Kabi Chandra Dwija
when available in print will be considered if found suitable.

Deaths at Baniyachong
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

99. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have received a few
telegrams and representations from or on behalf of Baniyachong public regarding the
recent death havoc at Baniyachong due to starvation and malaria ? :

(b) If so, what action has been taken by Government in the matter ? :

(v) Will Government be pleased to state whether they made any enquiry as to
the cause of such unprecedented deaths at Baniyachong ? v 3

(d) Isit a fact that over five thousand people have died there till r}ow.?

(¢) Do Government propose to appoint a special officer to enquire into tI'.le
matter immediately and suggest remedial measures for prevention of such deaths in
future ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

99, (a)—Yes.

(6)—All possible steps to render medical aid to the sufferers were and are
bei taken.

e (¢)—On enquiry it has been found that the infection has been brought from
Dimapur and other Malarious places by the labourers of the locality who went to work
there. It is reported that the infectionn was of the type, called cerebral' malaria which
does not generally yield to treatment and so tht; death rate was very high.

(d)—Figures of deaths from other diseases are not readily available and
information is being collected but the number of deaths from Malaria for the period
April to October 1943 is 1,700 approximately as reported by the Sub-Assistant Surgeon
In charge Baniyachong dispensary. ;

(e)—Director of Public Health, Assistant Director of Public Health and Assis-
tant Surgeon, Public Health Department, are all constantly visiting the locality.

They have reported and will surely report further remedia] measures, if necessary,
and Government will take action accordingly.
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D‘J.[T.‘ BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The g ucstion was :
««Will Government be pleased to state whether they have received a few telegrams
and representations from or on behalf of Baniyachong public regarding the ‘recent
death havoc at Baniyachong due to starvation and malaria ? The reply is “Yes” "
Then in (b) it was asked ' '
«“If so, what action has been taken by Government in the matter ?’ The reply is:
«¢All possible steps to render medical help to the sufferers were and are |J-!'il'lx_;

taken’.
What abou

as starvation is concerned :
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Sir, the question 0. starvation is decalt with

by the Hon’b he will reply

to the question.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker
Sir, we had a full dress debate on this matter the other day regarding the steps t‘;mk: s
to counteracl the sprcad of _g}w epidemic and also to lleviate the distress of Ll:t
suffering people. The question of starvation and mal-nutrition were fully (Hﬁﬁll\'su((l
and every step taken by the Supply Department was also made known to the House. :

Damage done due to recent Earthquake Shock

t starvation, Sir ? What step has been taken by Government so fag

le Prime Minister who is in-charge of Supply and so I hope

Srijut RAM NATH DAS asked:
100. Will Government be pleased to state—
{a) Wl;]cthcr they are aware that there was
the night of 23rd October Jast inthe Upper Assam area ms: inly i
Sibsagar district ? : oy

(b) Whether they are aw

that some buildings have become unfit for h
(¢) If so, whether Govcrnment propose to arrange some  building material
; immediately to repair the buildings damaged by the shock ? B

(d) The number of casualties due to the earthquake shock in the said district ?

avi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

2 severe shock of carthquake on

are that many buildings were totally damaged and
abitation 7

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maul

100. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes, they are aware of the damages.

(c)-—-Governmcnt have under consideration the feasibility of obtaining ceme
and if necessary, other materials not available locally and of their distribution undm-
the control of the Deputy Commissioner. er

d)—The latest advice indicate a mortality of }8. The number of injured
Jorhat town some 100 were injured, of whom cight Wc?-c

—_—

is not definitely known, but in
severely hurt. ) .
' Security Prisoners lodged in Jorhat Jail

Srijut RAM NATH DAS asked :

be pleased to state—
akhruddin Ali Ahmed, a security prisonep

(a) Whether it is a fact that Mr. E
in the Jorhat‘_]ail, is at present lodged in a room which has beey,
greatly damaged and made unsafe by the Jast earthquake ?
(b) Whether they ar¢ aware that the life of Mr. Ahmed in that room is ngt
= safe ?
(¢) Whether Government propose to transfe
. Jail of the Assam VEII.)HC{?) ?
102. Will Government be pleased to state—-
(z) Whether it is a fact that most of the
(b) Ifézi:'r:s%%t%l;g‘aanw have not received the samg as get £ ) ‘
A repGlar ;)zernmcnt propose to send their allowance 1mmcd1ately

101. Will Government

r him immediately to some other

security prisonecrs who have beep,

‘
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¢} Whether Government propose to increase the rate of allowance granted
to these prisoners in view of high price of food-stuffs ?

(d) Whether Government propose to raise their allowance immediately ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that many security prisoners even though they are
supporters of their family have not yet been granted any allowance ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

101. (a) to (c)—Government have received a report that the quarters have been
badly damaged and that arrangements have therefore been made to transfer the
security prisoner. :

102. (a)—Government have no reason to believe so: if any specific case can be
cited an enquiry will be made as to the reason for delay. :

(b)—In cvery instance where an allowance has been sanctioned authority for
drawal has been conveyed to the Deputy Commissioner of the district : it is not possible
for Government to make the remittances from Shillong.

(¢)—Government have taken account of prices when fixing the allowances
and in a number of instances have increased them recently in view of the rise which
has occurred.

(d)—Government will examine any instance where it is claimed that rise in
prices has rendered the allowance given inadequate. :

- (e)—Every case is examined on its merits. Government are

not prepared to
sanction allowances where they are not really necessary

Debt Conciliation Board at Dhubri
Srijut JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL asked :

103. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The amount of establishment cost per n:nonth for clerks, s
menials engaged by the Debt Conciliation Board at Dhubrj ?

(0) '1'lui3amciu_l)1t of rent paid per month for the office building of the Exid

oard ¥

(¢) The number of cases that were received by the said Board and that
were refused on  grounds of jurisdiction since the month of January,
1943 to September, 1943 ? . '

(d) The number of cases that were conciliated through the said
the above period or otherwise disposed of; or dismissed ?

(¢) The hour of sil:.tmg each da_y and the numbm: of sittings each month of
the aforesaid Board during the above period ? _

(/') The number of cases disposed of each day and the average niimber of
cases disposed of, in the last three months by the said Board ?

(¢) The amount of monthly allowance received by cach member ang the
Chairman of the Dhubri Debt Conciliation Board since the month of
January to September, 1943 ?

Board during

104. (a) Are Government aware, that the public abhor the Dehbt Conciliation
Board on the ground of duplication of justice ? r :

(6) Do Governmcr}t propose to .take necessary st.epshto give to th‘e
greater latitude regarding the exercise of discretion In the matter of
execution cases ? . e

(¢) Is it a fact that there are complaints about di

atoriness in ‘the . i
: i i * Procedure
ungatisfactory result of Debt Conciliation Boards ? and

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI réplied :— . -
103. (a)—Rupees 57 per month. P R
(6)—Rupees 30 per month,

Civil Qours,
llowing time in
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a total Ofgga:.?g. I'here were also 171 cases pending  from the previous year making
9; cases were refused on grounds of jurisdiction. -
"0 (d)—11 cases. Of these 46 were disposed of, under section 12(1) and 31
dismissed under section 14, |
' (e)—At 11 A. M.

Number of sittings

January 14
February 5 14
March 10
April ... - 8
May ... LT S 10
June ... 4
July ... 9
August 9
September i e i s 9

—_The average number of cases disposed of in the three months ending

is 14 per month or 16 per day.

Scptcmbcr, ‘ .
g)""Th‘-' amount of monthly allowance received by each member and the
Chairman of the Board is given below :—
.
- Ly
[3) = = o
s 5 £ & &§ § & 2 &
i F-: -~ < - — — - %)
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs Rs Rs. Rs.
aulavi = B. 20 80~ 50 40 50 40 45 45 §0mAkB0
n Saheb Mau 5
Tl'1\12 hI?ammcd (Chairman) )
fubamee® - Golap Sing .. 33 45 .. o oo o0 g5 —
2. Srijut H . muddin Sarkar 42 54 36 24 30 36 39 42 39—351
217 30 9 33 12273
.- ..=—138

3. M_a:ulaw I&I’.\Iam S oA 42 54 i i
e R
6 nl\a/llﬁxrl;lvi MuhammCd Abdus

samad. . oy 4 puddin Abm-

ttgt.)pal' Chandra Sar-
e - g 24 12 12 12=159

33 39 27 18 18 24 27 15 6—=207

1. MaulaV
Cg."ut Bhabendra Ch. Saha fix .o 18 15 12 21 tle= 94
8. Sri s, [.700
ri] Rs. 1,789
104. (a)—N°"
(b)"“l\l}l'o'complaints have been received, rather the contrary is the actual state of
L (a)t—c-; “?hat ¢he hon. Member suggests.-
things
pamage done by recent earthquake to paddy and crops
ATH DAS asked:
MN ake shock has damaged the

Srijut RA e Government aware that the last carthqu‘ shoc
at Subdivision ?

105. fas) f‘t;l particularly pulses in Majuli of Jorh
padd{b;:r?fl‘) so, do Government propose to enquire the extent of damage done and
celief ?
arrangs 7 Governmen

'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied?
been received.

t propose to grant remission of land revenue in suitable

T
9€S8 -
ca Thc HOn

S I ding d

Bl e al SRS TS Satage to crops has

%1?)&,((5 ,_,_Enquges{ w1tl be made and relief grfantcd, if necessary, by the Local
Officers inder the lwicsat pages 180-184 of the Assam Land Revenue Manual,
volume 1- :

g
\
¢
i
F R
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Provincial Motor Transport Organisation

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked:

106. (@) Will Government be pleased to state the total number of appointments
made so far under the Provincial Motor I'ransport Controller ? (figures for different
services to be shown scparately.)

() How many of them are Muslims, Hindus and persons belonging to other
communities and the salary drawn by each of them ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

106. (a) & (#)-—The hon. Member is referred to the statements laid on the table in

connection with the replies to unstarred questions Nos.80(4) and 81(a) asked by Maulavi
Namwar Ali Barbhuiya in the current session of the Assembly.

Reservation and settleiment of land with Professional Graziers, immigrants
and indigenous peopie

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked :

107. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The total areas in Bighas of land reserved for Professional Graziers in the

districts of Kamrup and Darrang separately ?

(b) The total number of cattle-Buffaloes and Cows separately in each of the

above districts ?

108. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The total area in Bighas of available Khas land fit for cultivation in the

Barpeta Subdivision ?

(b) The total area in Bighas of Patta land, encroached by the i

during the period of last six yeavs in the said Subdivision’ ?

(¢) The total area in Bighas of land: cncroached in the professiona

reserves by the immigrants during the period of the last five vears 2

(d) 'The total area in Bighas of khas land sctiled with (Z) the immi'gl.ams g

(i) the indigenous people separately in the last five years in the
Barpeta Subdivision ? :

109. (a) Is it a fact that in the districts of Kamrup and Darrang,
people should look to the mountainous areas for future expansion and further settlements
and that the land obtained dereserving the lands reserved for professiona] grazin
reserves just behind the hearth and home of the indigenous people is to be settled with
the immigrants ?

(b) Is it a fact that in the districts of Sibsagar and Lakhimpur the availab]
land from the surplus reserved areas and waste lands will be settled with the indige,?ouz
pegpic only : If hat are the r for these diflferent treatments i
(¢) so, what are the reasons S In the different

mmigrants

1 grazing

the indigenous

districts ?

110. Will Government be pleased to state the numlger of Colonisation Off
appointed up to date in the Assam Valley and the community to which each of t1](_1€:rs
belongs ? iem

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI reph?d:
107. (a)—Barpeta Subdivision.—1,21,087 bighas. The figures fo Caihadiea %
sion are not available. ati'Subdivi-
Darrang District.—1,38,642 bighas. e )
(6)—The total number of cattle for which grazing feeg Weie i
as follows :(— paid 1

Basrpeta Subdivision,—17,056. Separate figures for cows and ..
s P sion > P buffaloes are not availa-

ast year is
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Gauhati Subdivision.—No figures are available
Darrang District. _Buflaloes 10,736, Cows 17,875
No information is available as to the number of cattle which

than in pmﬁfssionzll grazing reserves.

Sriiut GHANASTIYAM DAS:

C I .I/-‘ll ('fﬁ('\x‘]u'l‘:‘

Is 1t a fact I}I:tl SOINee !;rn‘[inu’\ ol llli‘: area

are covered up by pits, khals. rivers and sandy configuration ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Is it regarding the areas reserved for profession:

graziers ? I ssional

JANASHYAM DAS: Yes, Sir. I want to know whether in Kamrup

/}(-('/ 5, /, J’llh’\‘ ri\'(’l‘l.\'

Srijut GF
district, some pr;rtirm‘.‘, ullllu::u: grazing reserves arc covered o By
‘and sandy configuration ? }

The Hon’ble Maulavi qu'\.IA\N“"AK ALI: Does the hon. Member insinug
that the entire arca is covered like that ? nsinuate

Srijut ;}_IANAS['[YA,M DAS: Sonie of the areas, Sir.

‘The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALIL: 1 admit, Sir, that is so because it is

natural that it should be so.
Srijut G ['{AN/“;SHY,A M DAS:
deducting the portions covered up by beels, khals, rivers and
areas as 5tal ed will <tand the same amount ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi NiUN'f\W\rVAK ALI: No, Sir, it does not.
Srijut (}I-IA;".'K*.-‘H'IYAM DAS:  Will Government inform me whether cows and
: strict come to the grazing reserves in the Barpeta S“"flivit‘:h::;

buffaloes of any other di
for grazing * ‘ | .
gTh” FHon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Is not that entirely a separate
question, Sir 7 ; :
: The tHon’ble tnc SPI
ceWill Government ])c_plc:lsud to state
cows separately in each of the above districts 27
“ceyWhether the cows and buffaloes from other distric
does not arise.

5t So this qucstiou ’
MUNAWWAR ALI rcplicd:

1, . . . .
Can Government give us the information whether
sandy configurations the

AKER @ Yes, the question was :
the total number of cattle-buflaloes and
S &

Now the question is:
ts come Lo the B:u‘p(:l:t Sub

division . . :
The Hon’ble Maulave WWAR . :
108 {a)—-—NO figure for the subdivisiofi is available but it has been calculated that
iy .? i of ACTes nzlay _bc taken /s an estimate of the cultivable wuaste l'u;:l
3 ; istrict. = AL
B Js the Kamrup C1% e
availabl: H}ﬂ & (C)___Thc information 1s not available.

(d)—Figures for the separate subdivisions are not available.  District figureg
shown below ar¢ taken from the Land Revenue Administration Reports and Sh”w.—,')“,).
g;-s‘r,ilx];e-ltotq s of the areas settled respectively with immigrants and indigenous persong

ess ‘ B 3.
' Total area s ttled with immig . foral arca settled with indige
Year Total area s¢ migrants ['otal area sc p:’.!()i)}‘gll"'l' indigenoys
Acrcs Acres
. 103,705 775,046
1933'23 T 199,608 784,125 e
1940'41 T .206,275 . 790,386 !
EoSL- 206,593 835,801
849,499

ainous areas in Kamrup and Darrang. It has been
Jand close 1O the Brahmaputra river
good deal of which was

ent to afford protection

ar | 209,945

109, (a)—There are no mount c

found in the past that the immigrants prefer

most of which was not occupl_cd by th_c lacal I)C_oplc, il B

reserved for profcssional graziers. It is the policy of Governm .

fo tc ke people Whio for the mOSt p2mt accupy the areas further north (which have

been termed SUBTAC ntane) and to avoid throwing open Jarge areas in these sub-montane
ik col?niz;tmn by immigrants, who also are less inclined to go there.

bp)—Ycs. 3 f

(05 the Dibrugarh have not been admitted to settlement in the Sib-

e O s ixte“'“’;;’l:‘ga; ‘iqbdl-v““p.n of Lakhimpur, and it is Government

i of cultivation in those districts rather by indigenous than

: v 10 ENCOUrany
1 %%h;:gu;igrant cultivators.
Y

B

[30T1 Nov.

.
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110.-—~The following three officers belonging to the Muslim community have
been appointed up-to-date as Colonization Officers in the districts noted against each :—

1. Maulavi Md. Ali —Kamrup.
2. Maulavi Talmizur Rahman—Darrang.
3. Maulavi Md. Abdul Latif—Nowgong.

Local Board Teachers
Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN asked :

111. Will Government be pleased to state what steps have been taken by the
Local Bodies in Assam to maintain their poorly paid te wchers during the present
abnormal rise in the price ol tood-stufls 1nd other necessaries of life ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied:
111.- -Some Boards have granted advance ol pay and many, dearness allowance of
10 per cent. of the cost being met from Boards’ income, 60 per cent. being supplement-

ed by Government, while some have also postponed recoveries of advances from
Provident Fund deposits.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN:
Local Self-Government see that all the
maintenance allowance ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Itis a
matter for the Local Boards to deal with and they are, I think, taking proper steps.

Wiil the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of
Local Boards’ school Teachers are given

Supply of couniry spirit and ganja

Sl'ijut. RAM NATH DAS asked:

112. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Whether there has been a regular supply of country spirit and Ganja
in the Province during the present financial year ?

(b) If not, why ?

(¢) The amount ol loss sustaincd on each account by the Government ?

(d) Whether Government have taken steps to ensure the requisite supply
every ycar ?

(¢) The quantity of each of the aforesaid articles consumed from April
1942 to October 1942 and the quantity received during the same
period of 1943 ? ’

(f) Whether Government propose to cancel the license of the present sup-

lier ?

(g) Wlﬁcthcr it is a fact that the present contractor 11a§ been given g further
license to bottle up and deal in I}nd1a—matdc for-el_gn liquor ?

1) Wheéther Government are aware that country spirit can be ma

v by the Assam Distilleries at Madarkhat ? nufactured

() The amount of revenue 1'cc3}ved from the Madarkhat Distillery on
account of the permission given to 1t ‘for the manufacture and SJ 1
of India-made foreign liquor, up to the end of October 1943 ? PPy

The Hor’ble arijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA GHAKRAVARTY replied :

112. (a)&(b)—The supply has not bs?n regular dl}t‘ to transport dir L
various restricgiom imposed by several Governments for expm-tp o ?;‘f\ljlcultlfb anld
country spirit and ganja. iEad PR
i (6)—The loss in revenue in six months from Ist April 1943 ¢, 394, g
ber 1943 as compared with revenue derived in the corresponding e

is Rs. 63,990. There has not been any loss of revenue from ga_njg_wmd of the last year
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31st ‘)f’[[l!]('l' I')l':?"“

(d)—g'cs.
¢)—UCountry spirit consumed from Ist April 1942 1o
105,499 L. P. G. Cmu):try spirit received from 1st :\I])nil 1943 to 31st October 1943—
61,841 L. P. G. Ganja consumed for seven months from 1st April 1942 to 31st October
1942—184 maunds 27 seers. Information about ganja reccived from st April 1943
to 31st October 1943 is not available in the office of the Excise Commissioner. The
Deputy Commissioners have been asked to supply the information.
(f )—There is no ground for cancellation of the license of the present liquor
In the case of ganja, the question does not arise, as no license is issued by

contractor.
Assam Government.
(2)—No.
(/)—Country spirit could be manitfctured if raw materials were available.
Clommissioner.

(i)—Figures are not available in the office of the Excise
Information has been called for from the Deputy Commissioner, Lakhimpur.

Bhowanipur High English Schooi

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked:
113.7a) Is it a fact that the Bhowanipur High English School has been amalga-

mated with th(': aid_cd Middle English School of that locality ?
b) Isita {act that a sum of Rs.15 is being contributed by Government as a

(
-aid for that School for the last seven ycars ?

grant-in
¢) Do Governn: ent propose to increase the grant-in-aid ol the Bhowanipur

)
High English School up to Rs.100 per month ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

113.(a)—Yes.

(6)—No. The amalgamation of the Bhabanipur Middle English School with
the Bhabanipur Venture High School took cffect from Ist June 1942, and the grant of
Rs.15 per mensem to the Middle English School was  transferred  to the High School
with effect from the same date.

¢)—An additional monthly maintenance grant Rs.5 and a non-recorring

The question of giving a
next financial year

of

grant of Rs.50 have heen given to  the school this year.
further increased grant to the school may be considered during the
if progress of the school justify and funds permit.

Managing Committee of the Maulvibazar Government High School

Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ asked :
114. Will Government be pleased to statc—
(a) The number of Hindu and Muslim members of the  Managing Comunittee

of the Maulvibazar Government High School ?
() Whether GGovernment propose to increase the number of Muslim
of the Managing Committee of the said Board ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replicd :

members

-

114.(a)— Six Hindus and two Muslims excluding the Inspector and the Assistant

Inspector of Schools, who are ex-officio members.
(b), we find that the

(b)—No. i

Maulavi ABDUL AZI1Z: Sir, as regards question No. 114
reply given by Government is ‘No’

being in

The ¢

be considered, Sir.

May 1 know the reasons for

the answer

the negative ?
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The matte ill
- r wi

e .
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Malaria epidemic in Habiganj Subdivision
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN -asked :

H. 115. (a) Arc Government aware that many people died of malaria epidemic in the

abiganj subdivision recently ? : 3

T () Are Government aware that the arcas under the Baniyachong and Lakhai
hanas were badly affected by the epidemic ? \

: * (¢) Will Government be pleased to state the number of people (i) attacked
With malaria, (i) who were given medical aid by the Public Health Department and
(*H)_ who died of that disease from July 1942 to September 1943 in areas t_m_der each of
ﬂ_l('.. ’hanas of Lakhai, Baniyachong, Chunarighat, Habiganj and Nabiganj in the sub-

ision of Habiganj ? : . .

(d) Isit a fact that in Baniyachong village people are dying like cats and dogs
for the last few months ? : .

: (¢) Isit a fact that owing to starvation medicine has failed to bring an
Cifective result ? i
. (/) Will Government be pleased to state whether the Hon’ble Minister
n-charge of Pub'ic Health visitd the eflected areas ?

: (¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether any of the Hon’ble
Ministers visited Baniyachong to study the situation arising out of the malaria
¢pidemic ?

(7 Is 1t a fact that some of the Hon’ble Ministers including the Public
Health Minister recently went to Ajmiriganj to attend a Boat race ? 7
. i) What steps Government have taken to prevent the outbreak of the disease
In the Subdivision in future ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
115. (a)—Yes.
(6)—Yes.
(¢)—Information is being collected.
(d)—It is reported that about 1,700 Malaria patients died there from the Ist
April to the 31st October, 1943.
(e)—Assistant Director of Public Health remarks that mal-nutrition has
considerably reduced the power of the resistance to disease of some of the patients,
(f )—No.
(¢)—No Hon’ble Ministers visited Baniyachong for the purpose.
(h)—Two Hon’ble Ministers attended the River Rally of the National War
Front, with its Leader at Ajmiriganj.
(i)—Adequate 1r casurcs were taken and will be taken as recommended by
Government expert staff.

Imposition of Grazing Tax in Jowai Town

Rev. L. GATPHOH asked: ;
116. {a) Will Government be pleased to state whether a hillman owning catt]e
in his district or village is liable to pay Grazing Tax ? :
(b) Are Government aware that Grazing Tax has been levied  from
person only in Jowai Town ? ’ 2 :
(¢) Do Government propose to enforce Grazing Tax in the Town of jowai
gradually ? y
(d) If not, why the Grazing Tax has been imposed on one person onl
the Town of Jowai ? i
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR  ALI replied :

Oone

in

116. (a)—Yes, if he grazes his cattle in the non-exempted Unclassed S¢ :
and deals in dairy produce on a business scale. ate Forests
b)—Yes.
(¢)—-Rules already provide for the levy of tax in appropriate cases.
(d)—Does not arise.
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¢

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Is it afact that there idents of  any municipal
town kecping cattle are not required to pay cattle tax ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALIL: Vies Sir. that is so.  The reply to
question No. 116(a) has made it quite clear. The reply is *Yes, 1l he grazes his cattle
in the non-exempted Unclassed State Forests and deals in dairy produce on a business
scale.” Of course, with this exception the tax is not levied.

Mr. .I()BAN(,' D. MARAK : Are there no rules or regulations [or the realisation
of cattle tax in town or Municipal arcas ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, the tax is realised only in
case the residents usc grazing Arcas and deals in dairy produce on a Lusiness scale.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Are Government aware that there 18 no  imposis
tion of cattle tax in Tura and Haflong ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi M UNAWWAR ALI: ‘Thatis not within our purview,

Officers and men of A R. P. Services

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAL IDHURI asked :
117. (2) Will Government be pleased to state whether there have been cases  of
officers and men of the A. R. P. Services in Assain bheing r'1n|)1n\'v'(l for duties other

than A. R. P. duties ?
b) If so, will Government be pleased to state the nature
the period for which they were employed in each case ?
The Hon’ble~Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI
replied : 3
117. (a)—Yes.
(b)—The services of the A. R. .
other incident in which in the opinion of the Controller or the A. R. P. Oflicer, their
work will be useful and can be carried out without detriment to their readiness f‘,,,- e

raid duty.
Government arc awarc

of such work and

of the following instances : in addition, it is known that
assistance has frcqucnt[y heen rendered in_minur matters such as motor car accidents,
(7)) The Tinsukia Casualty Service rendered assistance at - a serious  accident
on the 27th January 1943 on the Bengal an(l‘_Assum Railway. _
(i) On the 92nd April 1913, the ﬁul(:h;u‘ A. R. P. were instrumental  with
the assistance of the Fire Brigade in controlling and extinguishing a  scrious firc which

broke out in Silchar Bazar. - -

(i1i) On the night of 23rd October _1’)4..’,, ul.l Jorhat A. R. P. Services includ-
Casualty and Rescuc, gave assistance in rescuing and attending to casual-
ties in the Earthquake which occurred at that time. _ .

The A. R. P. Services have been and arc engaged in enumceration duties in con-
nection with the Government Food Rationing Scheme.  in addition, A.R. P. trans-
port is utilized for carrying supplies for the Supply Department and assists the Publicity
Department. . N

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, the reply at 117(5) (77) is that:

“The A. R. P. Services have been and are engaged in cnumeration duties in
connection with the Government Food Rationing Scheme. In addition; A. R. P,
transport is utilized . for carrying supplies for the Supply Department i msshnis Lo
Publicity Department” I cannot follow the reply, so will the Hon’ble Minister
make it more explicit ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUPAB_BIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
When the Publicity Department requires help in giving publicity ol a g iy
the AMR- P. Service occassionally helps them.

e schzumlg‘,nslixrB?DUR RAHMAN : Is A. R. P. Department  in-charge ol the ration-

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABB e, -

o R o duties, IR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI ;

are utilized in any casc ol catastrophe or
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Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  What about the carrying of supplies, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:

Yes, the A, R. P. I'ransport is sometimes utilised for carrying supplies to the Supply
Department.

Opening of Out-patient Dispensary in Raliang Illaka

Rev. L. GATvHOH asked :

118. (@' Are Government aware that the people of Raliang in the Subdivision
ol Jowai have recently offered to build necessary houses, with whatever sum Govern-
ment  may sanction {or opening an out-patient Dispensary in Raliang Illaka ?
(6) Will Government be pleased to state the earliest possible date when the
Dispensary is proposed to be opened ?
(¢) Is it a fact that recently the people from Jowai have again l‘cprcscnted to
Government the ureent need tor opening an out-patient Dispensary at Jowai ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :
118. (a)—Yecs.

S ®
(6)—The matter is still under the consideration of the Government.

f\r} ~Yes.

Deputy Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of Schools in the Assam Valley Divi-
sion

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked :
119. Will Government be pleased to state—
() The total number of Deputy Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors of Schools in
the Assam Valley Division ? :
(b)) How many of them are from the Kamrup district ?
(¢; How many of them are from the Barpeta subdivision.
(d) Whether at the time ol filling up appointments of Sub-Inspectors of

Schools Government consider the question of subdivisional representa-
tion ?

(¢) Tt'so whether any person from Barpeta subdivision has been appointed
as Sub-Inspector of  Schoels  during the period of the last 25
years ?

(/) It not, wether Government propose to consider the case of candidates
from Barpeta subdivision when vacancies occur in future ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
119. (a@)—thirteen Deputy Inspectors and 32 Sub-Inspectors.
(b)—L'ive Deputy Inspectors and 10 Sub-Inspectors.
(¢)-—Two Deputy Inspectors but no  Sub-Inspectors.
(d)—No. . [
(e)—Does not arise.
( f )—Docs not arise.

Grow More Food Campaign method and agencies

Babu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked:
120. Will Government be pleased to state— _ '
(a) The method in which an.d the agencies by which -the “Crow-MorecFaok
ampaign’ is being carried on ? /

(b) How far the campaign has been successful ?
(¢) What arrangements have been 11_1_ade by Gover
" better sceds to the cultivators, (i) introducing

tion (#) improving the fertility of the soil ?

nment for (i) supply of
better method of cultiva-
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The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA replied :
4 120. (a)—The campaign is carried on by adopting the method of supplying seeds
to the cultivators at concession rates, rice irrigation and propaganda, under the
guidance and supervision of the Agricultural stafl. '
(b)—It is too early to say at this stage now.

(¢)—(i) Seeds from both inside and outside the province have been distribut-

ed to the cultivators at concession rates alter certified by the departmental officers.
(ii) For better method of cultivation haens wade for 220
minor irrigation projects on condition of paying half the cost by Government. Larger
engineering projects of drainage and irrigation, ctc., will be done by the Public Works

Department. :
(7ii) Bone meal and oil cake are being distributed at concession prices
improving fertility of the soil.
Grow-More-Food Campaign Scheme
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

121. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government has been approached for taking up the following
works in this year for facilitating the grow more food scheme of Govern-

a provision has

for

ment—
(1) To construct a Bund with sluice gate in Kolkolia near Bolunpur under
Police Station Derai to grow more Buro crops in Kaliguta Haor ?
(ii) To strengthen the Rutla Bund and to construct a sluice gate on Krish-
na Khal near Ulukani under Police Sta ion Sachna to grow more
Buro crops in the Halir Haor ?
(i7i) To dig canals near Bhimkhali Bazar and Kalakatha under Police Sta-
tions Sachna and Sunamganj for enabling the villagers of Sakhaity,
Kasobpur, Mohunpur, Dhanpur, Sardarpur etc., for growing more

Buro crops ?

(iv) To construct the Abua Bund near Fatepur to enable the villagers of

Beheli, Mashalghat, Radhanagar, Chadipur, Morala, Gopinather,

Noagao, Padup, Mamudpur and many other villages to grow more
Buro crops in Sanirhaor and other haors under Police Stations

Tahirpur and Sachna ?
(v) To construct the Basar Bund with a sluice gate, on¢ mile North West of
Khagaura to enable the viliagers of Khagaura, Binajura, Lalpur,

K amergaon, Bhatipura, Alinagar, Daulatpur, etc., under Police
Station Derai to grow more Buro crops ?

(vi) To construct a Bund and a Khal in Chagaia Haor to enable the villagers
of Ramjibpur, Sojonpur, Samipur, Khagaura, Bhatipara, Alinagar,
etc., under Police Station Derai to grow more Buro crops.

(vii) To construct a small Bund in Gul Dubir Haor cast of Ramjibpur to
enable the villagers of Ramjibpur to grow more Buro crops ?

(viii) To construct two Bunds in Kharchar Haor under  Police Station
Sunamganj to enable the villagers of Harinagar, Amritsri, Borghat,
Jagannathpur, Noagao, Tahirpur, Niamatpur, Safela, Kaua, Kalaya,
Bishambarpur, Pyarinagar, Dhurerpur, and other villages around
Kharcha Haor to grow more Buro crops ?

(ix) To supply water pumps n Luvar Haor to enable
that Haor to grow more Buro crops ? i

(5) Whether any of the aforesaid works have been taken up by Government

in this year ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA replied :

the villages around

121. (a)—Yes.
fﬁ(‘.)&t(‘") to (ix)—These schemes are not likely to be taken up this year be-
causcdsu_ c;len dengmeer‘mg staff to supervise the works in addition to sixteen schemes
already 11 311. (seven in Assam Valley and nine in Surma Valley) is not possible.
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(it)-—Tenders for the Krishna Khal work have aiready been called for by the
Executive Engineer, Embankment and Drainage Division, Shillong and it is expected
that the work may be completed by January 1944,

(b)—Yes.

Grow-More-Food Campaign in Sylhet

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked:

122. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The total area (in acres) brought under cultivation in the disirict of
Sylhet since the Grow More Food Campaign was started. by Govern-
ment ? {Figures to be shown Subdivision by Subdivision.)

(&) “The total area of Ilam lands thrown open by Government for cultivation
to make the above campaign a success ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the vast area of cultivableland in the Subdivision
of Habiganj are lying waste in the Government Forest area ?

(d) 1f so, whether Government propose to throw open those lands for culti-
vation ?

(¢) The number of applications received recently by Government from the
peaople of Habiganj Subdivision for settlement of Government forest
reserve waste lands for the purpose of cultivation ?

(/) If so, what orders have been passed on their applications ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

122. (a) & (b)—The information has been called for.

(¢)—Forest reserves cannot be properly said to lie waste.

(d)—There is no proposal for dereservation of forest in the Habiganj Sub-
division at present pending. A representation regarding the Raghunandan Hills has
recently been sent to the Conservator for examination.

(e)—No record is available of applications for settlement in forest reserves.
Such applications are sent to the local officers for disposal, since no settlement can
be made in a reserve.

)—Does not arise.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Are Government aware that within the Forest
Reserve area there are vast areas lying waste where there are no forest produce which
Government can easily turn into cultivable land ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The area which the hon. Member
has in mind is also Forest area, Sir. A

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister tell me, Sir, which
area is in my mind ?

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The hon. Member appears to have
separated some areas from the orest area but those areas which the hon. Member
has in mind are also forest areas.

Devastation of village Dolibari in Kamrup by fire
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI asked :
123. (a) Isit a fact that the entire village of Dolibari under Hajo Thana in th:

district of Kamrup was burnt to ashes in October 1942 ?

(b) Isit a fact that the only reli_ef_granted to the inhabitants of the said
village by Government was by way of remission of land revenue and a loan of potatoes
worth Rs.500 ?

(¢) TIs it a fact that most of the potatoes thus lent were yseless and yielded no
crop ?
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(d) Is it a fact that potatoes lent to the adjoir ing villages of Rowmari under

Hais Than: s
Jo Thana met with the same result

(g) Is it a fact that the loan to Rowm:ari village has been remitted and loan

to $1an s LoaTT ¥ L ;
Dolibari village is going to be realised soon ?

(f) Isit a fact that there was no calamity in Rowmarni village ?

(g) Do Government proposc 10O remit  the loan granted to Daolibari

village ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied:

123. (a)—Houscs of 89 villagers were totally burnt.
o

(b)—1In addition to the remission of land revenue
potato seeds worth Rs.3,500 on Inan, the Divisional Forest Ofhcer
help the people with sal posts, thatch and ckra as far as possible.

and the distribution of
was also asked to

(¢) to (f)—Government have no information but have called for it from the
jocal officers: no complaints about the potatocs have been reccived by Govern-

ment.
Manual local oflicers have powers
case ol anyone loan where the
Application should therefore be

(2)—Under rule 17 at page 3 of the Lioan
to sanction remission of loans upto Rs.] ,000 in the
recovery in full would occasion scrious hardship.
made to local officers if there is a casc for remission.

Ferry Service between Silghat and Tezpur
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMA'L ALI agked:

124. Will Government be ]')Icascd to state—

(a) What is the present position ol the Ferry Service between Silghat and

Tezpur ? .
(b) Will Government be pleased to refer to the replies given by the Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge 1in reply to unstarred  question No 34 asked by
o Srijut Kamala Prosad Agarwalla, Mm.L.c., “"d. its supplementaries
during tthunc-Ju]y Session of the Assam Legislative Council, 1943
and state how the matter stands now ?
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied :
 in the Public Works Department arc taking steps
Works Department for 15 years with ellect from  Tst
heen invited.

124. (a) & (b)—Governmen
to sell the ferry under the Public
April 1944. ‘Tenders have alrcady

Silchar Municipal Board’s afflairs

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV asked :

Rabindra Kanta Scn, an clected member of the
as recently brought a damage suit  against

the Municipal Board of Silchar and against Rai Bahadur Rukmini Kumar Das, its
Chairman, for launching a false and malicious criminal case against him ?
(b) Isit a fact that in the said damage suit Mr. J. S. Gupta, Sub-Judge of
Cachar has awarded a decree for Rs. 310 as also for proportionate costs against Ral
Bahadur Rukmini Kumar Das in his personal capacity ?
¢) Do Government propose to take any steps
Silchar Municipal Board ?

125. (@) Isita fact that Mr.
Silchar Municipal Board since resigr.ed h

against the said Chairman,
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d) Will Government be pieased to state the, amounts spent from the rate-
: payers’ funds (1) in the criminal case brought by the Silchar Municipal Board against
Mr. Rabindra Kanta Sen and (#7) for contesting the damage suit brought against the
Board and its Chairman by Mr. Rabindra Kanta Sen ?

¢) Do Government propose to realise the whole amount of costs in the two
cases from Rai Bahadur Rukmini Kumar Das, Chairman, Silchar Municipal Board ?

126. (a) Is it a fact that three declaratory suits were recently filed by some rate-

payers of the Silchar  Municipality against the gencral assessment  of  the Silchar
.\illl)it‘ip.ll Boar ’

(&) Isita fact that the Sadar Munsif, Silchar, decreed in favour of the
plaintifls in those declaratory suits ?

(¢} Do Government propose to set aside the whole assessment of the Silchar
.\ltmi('ip.‘ll Board and order for a ifresh one ?

(d) Ts it a fact that Rai Bahadur Rukmini Kuwmnar Das, Chairman, Silchar
Munic pal Board has got his own-taxes reduced by about 25 per cent. ?

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA - CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY replied :

25. (a)-—-There was a charge of thelt against Babu Rabindra Kanta Sen for
removal of a diop gate ~Municipal property and though removal was admitted, the
charge ol theft failed as from the evidence and circumstances the court was led to  the
findine that although Chairman’s formal order in writing was not there the accused
must have acted on his tacit consent and in the matter of removal and use of the drop
gate the intention :uul_r():uln(‘-.t ol the accused did - not (lmvln?c any clement of theft.
Therealter Rabindra Kanta Sen brought a suit for damace for malicious prosecution
against the yoard and the Chairman,

(b,—The suit was de reed jointdy aainst the Board and the Chairman for
Rs.310 with proportionate cost. 'I'he matter is now pending in appeal. :

(¢)- No.

(d)—(7) Rupees 86-7-0, (i7) Rs. 75 advanced to pleader to meet costs.

(e)—No.
126. (a)—No suit was filed against general  assessment of the Board ; but three
individual rate-payers filed three suits against assessment ol their own holdings.
(b)~—Yes, the matter is now pending in appeal
(¢)—No causc has arisen for such a step.

(d)—No.
Purchase and sale of Quinine by Government

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked :

127. Will Government be pleased to state—
() The quantity of quinine in terms of Ibs. purchased by Governmeng bt
for free distribution and sale this year ?
(b) The quota of quinine allotted both for sale and for free distributioy in
charitable dispensaries separately, for the Barpeta subdivisiop thji
year ? Xod 13
(¢) To whom the quota of quinine !1;13 been sup_plu:d tor distrihution by sal
in the Barpeta subdivision this year ? e SR, ale
(d) Whether any rules have been framed for distributing
quinine in the subdivisions of the Province ?
(e) If so, what are they ? i
(/) Whether any rules (_)r_rcg}llatxons ha\:'c:.l‘?ee'n framed for _St‘lt‘ctiﬁg a4 whame
. : sale dealer of quinine in the subdivisions of the Provinee »
= (¢) If'so, what are they ? ? ;
(h) Whether any instructions have been issued by G

the quota of

Overnment to the whele-
§-quinine by sale jp

sale dealers of quinine in the matter of distributin
the subdivisions of the Province ?
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() If so, what are they ?

(7 ) At what rate per Ib. €

and at what rate per oz.

(k) On what considerations dealers are
tion by sale to the public ?

sovernment supply quinine to the whole-sale dealers
the latter is to sell quinine to the public ?
selected to stock quinine for distribu-

'The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied:

of 3,837 Ibs. of quirine sulph., 1,000 lbs. of Cinchona
quinine in
(Quinine is

127. (a)—A total quantity
Febrifuge and 800,000 tablets of Mepacrine (equivalent to 800 Ibs. of
efficacy) have been purchased this year for usc in dispensaries and for sale.
distributed free during cpidemic.

(b)—Quota of quinine for sale in cach subdivision has not yet been fixed.
The Civil Surgeons of the districts have been asked to report the requircments in
consultation with the Deputy Commissioner and  their replies are awaited.  About
30 Ibs. of quinine and 52 lbs. of Cinchona have since been supplied for dispensaries
in the Barpeta subdivision and more will be sent shortly.

(c)—Doss Pharmacy, Barpeta.

(d) & (e)—No such rules have yet been framed. But none but registered
medical practitioners are allowed to buy quinine from the agents appointed for
sale of Government quininc and quininc is supplied to the general public on a doctor’s
prescription. )

(f)—The reply is in the negative. On the l't‘fC(}ll’lI{l(:ll(IEllI()ll of the Civil
Surgeons of the districts honest and reliable chemists and druggists have been appointed

as agents for sale of Government quinine.

g)—Does not arisc. ) _ ] _
(k) & (i)—The following instructions have been issued for the guidance of

the agents :— Ii= ) S
antity of quinine which should ordinarily be issued to

(1) The maximum qu

an individual buyer should not exceed 100 grs. which is the normal amount required

for one treatment on a doctor’s prescription. Iixception should  however be made in
case of Private Medical Practitioncrs and Chemists and Druggists But strict economy
should be exercised in the issuc of this drug owing to its acute shortage.

(2) Quinine should not be so[c_l to Tea (.}ardcns as the Mcmb(:l: ?’afdgns oF e
A.V.B.I. T.A. &S.V.B. L. T. A. will get their supply from the Political Secretary,
Planting and Commerce Group, Assam Legislature, Shillong and the non-member
gardens wiil be supplied direct from the Public Health Laboratory, Shillong.  Chemists
and Druggists should get their requirements of the drug from the agents appointed for

oy "
e Of(g)uuéls—;llculating the rate per 1b. of quinine fixed by Government from time
i ini hould be sold per oz. and dr. .

to time, q?i;}lrr}ehz sotgck books, gtc., will not be supplied by#Govcrnment. '_rhCS(: shssld
be purchased by the Agents themselves at their own cost. Two stock registers should
be maintained—one for sale of quinine showing the namc(:l, .addrcssr r:zlll(: (Sllgnatur?nof

: rist 1 ing receipts and issucs O rug. e
every buyer and another stock register showing phe e i M o

i I 1 be d Jilable for inspection by the © I an
I;flﬁgir?{i;?&lle:;ar?t?n:ni:.d ‘[ he Private Medical Practitioners should also maintain

such registers. ; §e
; (5) The agents should sell quinine to the public o' respective ds_ulqdavnsgon an_d
a rough estimate for each month’s requirement should be made and indented for as it
is not possible to furnish an accurate estimate which may vary according to the
incidence of malaria. :

The agents should not refuse to sell the drug unless they have no stock or the
quantity asked for is in excess of genuine needs. They should present every month or
whenever they apply _lor recoupment of quinine, a correct and true date-war abstract
of sales as taken from the register of sales and state what stock they have in hand,

false declaration is punishable.
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(J )—Quinine is now supplied to the agents at Rs.42 per. lb: and the agents
sell the drug to the public at Rs.45 per lb., i.e., at Rs.2-13-0 per oz.
(k)—Reliable and honest Chemists and Druggists are appointed as agents on

the recommendation of the Civil Surgeons.

Persons arrested, detained and convicted under the Defence of India Rules | |

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked:

128. Will Government be pleased to state district by district—

(a) The number of persons  arrested in connection with political activities
since August 1942 ?

(6, The number of persons convicted in connection with political activities
since August 1942 ?

(¢) The number of persons detained tll now under the Defence of India”
Rules ?

(d) The number of persons detained till now under the Defence of India Rules
after the expiry of their terms of imprisonment ?

120, Will Government be pleased to state who are the authorities rhat are respon-
sible for ordering the deiention of persons under the Defence of India Rules ?
130. Will Government be pleased to siate-—-

(a) Whether the Hon’hlg‘ Minister in charge of Home Department has scruti-
nised the materials against all the persons detained under the Defence
of India Act or Rules ?

(6) Whether any opportunity is given to the persons so detained for going
through the materials and refuting the charges made against them ?

(¢) Whether the Hon’ble Minister in charge is consulted prior to making such
detention ? :

(¢) Ifso, whether he has agreed to the recommendation of officials in all cases
of such detention ?

(e) If "(‘lts ?Wht‘-lht’r he has advised release of any person or persons so detain-
ed : _
(/) Whether his such advice has been acted upon ?
(¢) If not, why not ?
131. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The number of persons detained under the Defence of India Rules in the
district of Nowgong since August 1942 ?
() The names of persons who have been so detained and granted allowances
and the amount of such allowance granted to each of them ?
(¢) The names of persons for whom no allowance has been granted and the
reasons thereof ?
(d) 'The procedure adopted and followed for sanctioning of allowances ?
132. Will Government he pleased to state— ' :
(a) The names of persons interned in or externed from the district of Nowgong
in connection with the last political activities ?
(6) Whether any allowance has been granted to such persons ?
(¢) If not, why not ? £
133. Will Government be pleased to state— X
: (a) The number of occasions in whiqh the Military or police had (g resort to
firing since August 1942 up to August 1943 (f}gl}res to be shown district byldisll‘ict) 2
(b) The names of persons killed and injured if any, thereby ? :
(¢) Whether any enquiry is held in such cases of firing ?
(d) If s0,-by whom such enqqines are held ?
(¢) Whether any- witness or witnesses were examined in syej
/) In how many such cases Judicial enquiries were heid P
(g) The findings and results of all enquiries in such cages ?
() Whet}}er any compensation has been granted to any of the persons injured
Or members of the family of the deceased ?

1 cases ?
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134. Will Government be pleased to state—
a) Whether Srijuts Haladh:
(a) ft];fr - rf-l 1ts Haladhar Bhuyan and Purna Chandra Sarma, Meml
of Legislative Assembly were convicted by a S e
Whether their convictions were set aside and :lvl ials
. ! ‘ -Lrials
re-arrested for re-trial ?

(b) pecial Magistrate ?
¢) Whether they were were ordered ?
(d) Whether they have been detained » .
an indefinite l?urind since their (”l,::it,l::"‘,lt": l?‘_:[_”“:" 4
Whether they will b IRVICHADE WSS sct asie
( If not, why not ?
135. Will Govermnent be pleascd to state district by di "
(a) The amounts of ate district by district
(b) The amounts realised
() The agencies through which the fincs were e —_p
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MU['IAMM\XjI; l\(,\l:‘{]‘;‘lljl tA replied
. ol *plica

of India Rules for
e : je ?

2 e tried afresh :
collective fines imposed since August 1943 ?

so far ?

The figures up to the ¢ vich
4 P the end of h(:pu:ml)l:r are shown in the annexed

—

128.(a) to (¢)

statement—
Arrests | Convictions g

Nowgong aee . ik onvictions  Detentions
Lakhimpur ;;(; f}i:(!, 65

o 8 246 19
11:{)2:;‘?3% s Sate s:bie "(1-.5“ 142 2
Goalpara =~ )12 11?—; ia-
Sibsagar :
Sylhet anh o 3‘:

(d)——-ThC }i?gu-r? required is gﬂt readily available.

_..-—Thtl aut orities CmpOW::”:rc_ , S0 far as Provincial are .

Provilfcgial Government and the District Magistrates. il are concerned, are the
120. (a),.-ch.

(b)-f—"NO-

(c)_-——-‘YCSI

(d)._—-No.

e
(f),,-Yes- t arise.

“ Tioes 19
131 (( &g))——Si""Y'ﬁ"e'

(b) & (O

not prepared toO disclose names. Applicati

In 14 cases allowances have been given tit"’.““
nditure and 4 personal allowances onl % 1‘13"
f procuring his personal needs a sum 0¥'—Rs [5‘
Allowances for I

.

Govcrnmcnt are
i ed i éspect of 33 persons.
were rccClnc of amilies and personal expe
maintend e the prisoner has no means 0

e expended for mecting those needs.

all cases wh oy
sed in 17 cascs and two cases are pending for report.

cr mont fu
of families W re TE . ons are refi
( d)y—Al applications are referred for report tO the Deputy Commissioner of the
s home district .a:nd if nccessary to other Deputy Comumnissioners ld
N ccision ‘ot ‘the whole facts as related in the applicant’s piltli.

a‘pp“ca L ma,kc thf.‘.il'

yernment regr .

132. (a)"‘,; Cc;;)to restrictive gﬂ:&;lr‘fy are not prepared to disclose names of persons

who a\.n:,1 sus)J the District Magisiraéltog‘;ther l31 p}ersons have been subjected to
er : . ne I . A

:\ictt:iso : suggc‘-mo“' : e has been externed from the district
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d\b\ No.
(¢)—No application appears to have been received from such persons.

133. (a)-—The police were compelled to open fire—
in Darrang district, twice :
in Kamrup district, twice &
in Nowgong district, once, and
in Goalpara district, once.
Government are not in a position to give particulars about military forces, which
serve under the Central Government.

(b) —Government are not prepared to give names ; the number involved in the

instances mentioned in reply to question 6(a) was »—
in Darrang 12 killed, 26 injured (including 12 police officers) ; in Kamrup 2
killed, 6 injured ; in Nowgong none killed, none injured ; and in Goalpara 1 injured.

(¢) to (g)~—In one case a judicial enquiry was held by two magistrates jointly
at waich evidence was taken ; in other cases departmental enquiry was made. In all
cases Government were satisfied that the firing was justified by the circumstances. The
finding of the judicial enquiry was that the police party was repeatedly attacked and
was compelled to open fire in self-protection.

(h)-—No. So far as Government are aware no application for compensation
has been made.

13%4.(a)—Yes.

(b)—Yes. :

(¢)—They were re-arrested and detained
Government.

(d)—Yes.

(g)—NO. _

(_/')ﬁ-Govcrnnu.:mt are not prepared to discuss the reasons for their orders,
except that they are Sil(lsﬁcd. that the persons named cannot in present circumstances
be set at liberty without prejudice to law and order, and that no useful purpose would
be served by re-trial after a substantial part of the sentence inflicted by the original
court had been undcxgonc. )

135. (a) & (b)—The following are the figures up to the end of September ;—

under orders of the Provincial

District Imposed Realised
Rs. Rsy #asSp.
2,000 1,899 0 o
Sylhet 2, 3
Lakhimpur ... 10,000 G- 9, 1BaETEE
Sibsagar 1,43,200 . 78,970 0 0
Nowgong 87,500 .. 59,916 0 0
Darrang en e 82,200 > aen Ve 63,678 2 0
Kamrup 70,587 .. 25,045 15 o
Goalpara 15,000 ¥ 5,356 12 0

(¢)—In some cases the amounts have been collected by the people of the areag
oncerned : in others the agency of the police was employed.
C )

Re His Holiness the Adhikar Goswami of Garamur
Srijut RAM NATH DAS asked :

136. (@) Are Government aware of the s(tqung ‘feﬁling of public resentment for the
continued incarceration of His 1-1051’1;1655 the Adhikar Goswami of Garamur and the
Decka Goswami of the said “‘Satra’! b o : :

() Are Government aware that t}cl aIscnc‘e‘ oI the Aghlkar Goswami has
itiated the performance of the daily puja of the Idol ““Gopal Dey’*?
vitia (¢) Are Government aware that Fhousa_nds of Hindu disciples of Garamuria
Satra have remained un-initiated due to His Holines’s absence ? .
(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have received g
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rcprcscntatiml from His Holiness the Adhikar Goswami of Dakhinpat for the release of
the Adhikar Gosw :mi of Garamur ?

(¢) If so, what steps have the (

(f) Is it a fact that the Adhikar Goswami of
any interview with his officers as yet ?

(g) Arc Government awarc that t

has no members of his family ?

jovernment taken on that rc-;n't-wnl.‘ltinn ?
Garamur has not been granted

he said Goswan i is a celibate and that he

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
ations that feeling is strong on the subject.
but that there is also a

136. {a)—Government have had no indic
ligious comimunity

They arc awarc that the conviction of the Goswani is regretted,
considerable volume of opinion which regrets that the head of are
should have occupied himscif with activities leading thereto.

(b) & (c)— Government have no information,
(d)—Ycs, such a representation  was reccived by His Excellency the

Governor.
d instructions that if the Goswami furnishes an under-

(¢)—Government issuc
andist activity without the approval of the Deputy

taking to avoid any political propag
Commissioner the suspension of the sentence might be considered.

( f )—Government have no information, but they are not prepared in the
case of convictions in connection with the Civil disobedience movement, 1o allow
interviews except with members of the convicted person’s family or under special
orders, or with his accredited Jawyer.

—Government are awarc
particulars about his relations.

that the Goswami is a celibate.  They have no

Staff in connection with Mass Literacy Campaign

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked :

‘137. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is 2 fact that the Assistant

Assam Division has recently resipned  his post ?

(#) If so, what is the reason for his resignation ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the said Officer was not allowed to join his duties
during the month of August last ?

(d) If so, what were the reasons therefor ?

138. Will Government be pleased to state— o
Literacy Schools functioning at present in the Assam

(a) The number of Mass
Valley Division ? . ’
b) Whether they are functioning well ?
(¢) If not, why ?
139. Will Government
4) The reasons for the creation o
(b) The difference of status, if any, between a
Deputy Inspector of Schools ?
(¢) How the order of the Mass Litcracy
Literacy Schools in the subdivision ?
140. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The number of Mass Literacy Schools visited by the Mass Literacy
Officer in the Gauhati and Barpcta subdivisions during the year
ending 31lst March 1943 ?
(b) Where are they located ?
(¢) The strength of students of each school ?
ri;ii‘st(lt:;t;wg} S}m’ﬂnmeiﬁ_ be pleaﬁed to. state_whcthcr t
iﬁ:l has been incur:ed & iteracy. Campaign with the ex
(b) Ifnot, do Government propose to devise its improvement ?

Mass Literacy Officer of the Lower

be plcased to state— ’ .
{ the post of the Mass Literacy Officer ?

Mass Literacy Officer and a

Officer is communicated to the Mass

hey consider the results
penditure of Rs_;),15,000

|
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The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
137. (a)—-Yes. -
(6) to (d)—He was absent from duty without permission and pending enquiry
he was not allowed to join. But before formal enquiry was taken up, he tendered resig”
nation which was accepted. . .
138. (a)--Up to date figures are not available the figures for the term ending 31s
August 1943 show that 48 female and 439 male schools were functioning in the isTer
Valley.
(i’.' -The results show that these were i‘ung‘[inni“q \\'C“.
{¢c)--Does not arise. 8
139. (a) —-For cliicient organisation and supervision of the Mass Literacy Cam-
paign.
_ (b)—There is no-difference in the status of the officer excepting that the
Mass Literacy Ollicer’s jurisdiction covers the whole province while that of the Deputy
Inspector’s jurisdiction is limited to a district,
{¢)—Through the Deputy Inspectors of Schools, :
140. (a), (&) & ( ¢)—Informations have been called for and will be l;om'.numcated
to the hon. Member in due course.
141. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Does not arise.

Scheme for the Grow-Mors-Food Cmnpaign at Jowai

Rev. L. GATPHOH asked :

112. Will Government be pleased to state—-

(a) What steps were taken by the Subdivisional Officer of Jowai to notily
to bona fide cultivators in that Subdivision of the Government offer to
help them financtally to grow more food ?

(6) The total number of applications received either by Government or by
the Subdivisional Officer, Jowai for grants out of Rs.10,000 to enable
cultivators to bring more land under cultivation in the Subdivision
of Jowai ?

(¢) The last date fixed for submitting such applications?

(d) The date or dates on which the Recorders started thei~ works of inspec-
tion for report ?

(¢) The number of applications recommended ?

(/) The number of applications rejected ?

(g) The number of Government servants or semi-Government servants
recommended  for grant ?

{h) The tests according to which recommendations were made ?

(i) Whether the Subdivisional Officer of Jowai had any other facts to rely
upon, besides the reports submitted by the Recorders, before decision
was made ?

(j) Whether the grants will be given on the completion of work undertaken
or before ?

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA replied :

142. (a)—It is uliderstood that the Subdivisional Officer ¢
for irrigation projects (for which a grant of Rs.10,000

; : i was provided to tl Tl
sional Officer) and for Bone Meal (for which a provision of 2,300 shicles h(:ls l;:eiunt;gg;)
through the Dolois, etc. ;

(b) to (i)—The information has been called for,
(7)-—The principle is that grants will be paid on completion of work, divided

ollected requirements

into portions.

PR |
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JAIL.
Statement rc: vacation of the seat of Maulavi Md. Ali Haidar Khan on
account of absence for 60 consecutive days

h e HOn"l)lc the SPEAKER : Order, order. 1 am to announce to the House
that no Motion under Regulation 2(a) of Appendix E to the Assam Legislative
Assembly Rules to declare the scat of hon. Maulavi Md. Ali Haidar Khan, Membed

l’cpr_cscnling the South Sylhet (East) Muhammadan Constituency, vacant has been
received from any hon. Member for consideration to-day. '

Under Regulation 2(d) of Appendix E to the said rules, I, therefore, take it to

be the decision of the Assembly that the hon. Maulavi Md. Ali Haidar Khan's scat

be declared vacant (Loud applause) for the reason that he

in this Assembly shall not
remained absent without permission, from all meetings of the Assembly for a period
of more than 60 consccutive days, computed in the manner provided in sub-sediinl

(4) of section 68 of the Government of India Act 1935, within the period f Tth
March 1941 till the 25th of March 1943 § priedt feora WOy

1 see that the hon. Maulavi Md. Ali Haidar Khan is present in his seat. He
is hereby accordingly informed of the decision of the House that he is to continue to be

a Member of this Hon’ble House.
. MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I have your per-

Maulav
mission to say a few words in this connection ? Sir, I am really sorry, I had to remain
absent, from somc of the sessions of this Assembly in the past. I can assure ;hc
hon. Members that it was not intentional, but unavoidable.  However, Sil;. I‘ by
really glad to find to-day that the hon. Members, though they had  the right of declars
ing my seat vacant, have not done so I am really very grateful to them and thank
them for their kind decision (Applause).

Re Supply of Assembly Proceedings to M. L.As. in Jail

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I enquire, Sir, about the promise
which the Hon’ble Judicial Minister made the other day that he would cnquﬁ-o and
inform us about the supply of the Assembly proceedings to some of thc’hon.

Members of this House who arc now in Sylhet Jail ?  May we know, Sir, the result of

his enquiry ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, on that very
day I sent an intimation to the Chief Secretary  for making enquiry ; but I have been
informed by the office thatit will not be possible now to have any detailed informa-
tion. Anyhow, Sir, [ will again ook into the matter and take proper steps.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: From the reply that I have heard just now.
I think, Sir, that Government 1s not quite sure whether these proceedings were supplied
to the hon. Members whose names 1 have already mentioned. Sir, it is a question
of privilege to the Members of this Hon’ble House. So, may I request you, Sir, to
make an enquiry as I think that the privileges enjoyed by us according to the
decision of the Privileges Committee which was accepted by this Hon’ble House has
been breached and I hope that you would kindly makec an enquiry 1nto the matter
or you may be pleased to form a committce to enquire  1nto the matter, namely,
whether there has been any breach of privilege.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : I have already stated, Sir, that I

will look into the mattcr.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble ;
been able to ascertain whether copics of the proceedings

into the matter and has not yet
which are publiShcd as a part of the Gazette were sent to the hon. Members who are
in detention. I quite see that if the copies of the proceedings were not supplied to the
hon. Members who are in detention, t!’lerc_ may arise a question of a breach of 2
privilege of the House ; but before considering whether thatis a breach of privilege
or not it will have to be established tha_t the omission, if there be any, on the part ©
Government in the matter of sending copies of the proceedings to he hen
Members was deliberate and intentional.  Unless that is proved, it cannot bere ardeti
as a breach of privilege. However, as I have been rcquest(-,c’l, I will look in%-o the
estion with Government in order to ascertain what

matter and take up the qu
Eellyiiwere the clrcumstanoss under which the hon. Members in detention were

not supplied with the procceedings of the Assembly.

Minister says that he is enquiring

3
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The Assam Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (Extension to Agricultural
Land) Bill, 1943

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN: Mr. Spcalkt:r, Sir, I_beg to
move that the Assam Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (_Extcnsmn to Agricultural
Land; Bill, 1943, as passed by the Assam Legislative Council, be passed.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved:

““That the Assam Hindu Women’s Rights to Property(Extension to Agricultural
Land) Bill, 1943, as passed by the Assam Legislative Council, be passed.”

(After a pause)
Then I am putting it as a question belore the House.
The question was put and adopted.

*Discussion R/ : Food situation in the Province

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: Sir, the other dayin a question put by my
Friend, Mr. Aditya, regarding an economic holding of a person in Assam, the Hon'ble
Revenue Minister replied that he was not awarve of it. But he has proposed to
allot 35 Bighas of land to an average family of landless people. It isindeed a stag-
gering information given out by a Minister holding the portfolio of Revenue Depart-
ment. Sir, my objections to this scheme are as follows—Government, I mean the
Assam Government, is not under any obligation to provide the landless immigrants
from Bengal with land. Itis the primary duty of the Bengal Government to provide
them with land. Sir, vast areas of cultivable waste lands are still available in the
Jalpaiguri and the Arakan frontier and all the reserves and shooting grounds in
Bengal can be laid open to them. It is the duty ol the Assam Government to convince
the Central Government that these lands in Assam are not sufficient even to meet the
demand of the landless people of Assam, the indigenous people I mean.

There is no prospect ot any gain whatsoever in adopting such a policy. The
immigrants are without any resources. It is unlikely, Sir, that he will be of any help
to the Grow More Food Campaign. His immediate concern is to feed himself and his

*MOTIONS
1. Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUIL, HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY to move :—
““That this Assembly do proceed to consider the food situation of the Province”.

2. Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY to move:i—

“That this Assembly is of opinion that the extremely grave situation arising out of th!e'. acute shortage
of foodstuffs and the abnormal prices thereof in the Province be taken into consideration”.

3. Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN to move:—

“This Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do constitute a special Committee
of seven members consisting of officials and non-oflicials, \Vltfl non-official majority to be nominated by
the Government to draw up definite programme to deal with the economic and food problems of the
Province and to regulate the supply policy -

Amendments to Maulavi Muhammad Magbul Hussain Chnudhury’s motion on the food. et
of the Province to be discussed on 23rd November 1943.—
1 Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE to move:—

¢«Taking the food si uation into consideration this Assembly is of o
tackle the present food situation and to lmpmwi tl}c economic co
vernment do take the following measures amongst others at once :—

(1) To open registers in villages imm‘:diﬂ:c-ly throughout the province with a view to record (a)
the name of each cultivator, (4) the area of his land under paddy cultivation, (¢) total quantity op

Pinion that in order to effectively
ndition of the province the Go-
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z T i i s dre vithout
family. Moreover, Sir, I apprehend one thing. These n:.n:'n»:"-\"fl.llm .‘,';] 'i:.:l:iu\ui““ (o
means ; they had lands which they have sold and have e e '“.“i'““l resolircs, DIl
favade Assam and Government is helping them and if they are. without r cultivate it
they cannot get land because they cannot hold it. _I l'_' 3'_ “P_, Zemindars in Assam:
under the dependency of a ““matobor’ and these will create 1: .;' .”“‘ .,,--.,,:(.l-.. --.n p-
The immigrants are always an unwelcome nru!hlmtm., “' » uillu'i ;1'|' 'hl:‘ that
latent hostility exists between these two classes of ;nl'u]w'l. k< B !’l‘lz‘r.Ir .-I(--.t-r\'l's'
cultivation by immigrants should be allowed in the neighbourhooc ITAZINE res

ol : : itate Forests which
Sir, another ground of my objection is this. The 11“(.".‘7!5,‘1(?(1 i-:l']”-:H ,!l""m,:h-:;lh:ll(‘
the Ministry is going to throw open to the landless people - - s tf,} w .“].. g
Province possesses in its Forest Estates.  Already there has bee D a substantia redu e
in its area as due to the encroachment and | think, Sir, that any attempt at fur
reduction should be strictly prohibited in the interests of indigenous

I"']llll;ttiun anc
their further expansion.

Another ground of my objection is this.
harvest due to complete dependence
land for purpose of subsistence but
lean years. An agriculturist’s
is fragmented out and scatter
not give enough for subsistence

Sir, with a good deal ot insecurity Or,
on nature, a man must have not only plenty ©
also he should bLe able to stand the strain ©O
holding in Assam is much below the marginal limit and
ed in tiny plots. It leaves no marginal profi and does
As Darling says, “Even in the pi

Y chest part of England it is considered thay 10
the smallest holding in which 4 ma

acres 18

N can support his family without any othe, industry

e = f— e —— —_— —— ey

crop when harvested, (d) number of members of dependents in the family of each cultivator |elow and
above 12 years of age separately, i

] (2)_ T_o prevent export frm_n the province before knowing the actuat surplus, il any, and ty allow
inter-district export of foodgraing within the province

(3) 1o pursue vigorous anti-hoarding drive,

(4) :I‘o prevent proﬁu:cring l')y all possible sr:v]:rcst means.,

(6) Toser wp Regronsoed Campaign Boubaghorly handicd by an expert and qualified offcer,
Gl T P sory Boards throughout the province o regulate the Production,

(7) To introduce ration cards througheyy

(8) To make adequate arrangements fop
necessaries of life”,

2. Srijut SURENDRA NATH 1
“That after the word “Proui 3UR/\GOIIAIN to move ;—

‘and that this Assembly is of opirnios lhz::tnt(]ilor the originzl Motion the following be added .

measures without delay : ¢ Government do take the following

the province.

supplies of all kinds of essential foodstufy and  other

AMongst  other

ince including the rural “rcns;lalptll'
1 4 1mer 1 . srers ol lish h,
3. Babu NIRENDRA NAT including milk, meat, eggs ar
“That after the word P at
< : - oo 1€ end of f.hc
and that this Asscmbly is of OPnion thay (| Government of Assam do refrain from makj
purchases of rice or paddy on their OWn accounss nment o §i aking any
Amendment to Maulavi Abdur Rahiians ' 3 .
; 'AN°Ss Motion regarding constitution of a Commyjt
I’:;p a programme to deal with the €Conomje and fon r yl,zllfclm;i_”o. Brovince, toibe: dyo
ovember 1943, — problem of the ?
L. Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAG

““That for the original Motion the fo))

‘That this Assembly is of opinion that ot up o, Seaia L
Ty Govemmnt i LBtz B2 SOt of At ot up 1 Standing ot
by the Go»rcrnme_nt from. among the members of ¢ he L(:l;ri‘sl'ltivc Council and the Mi“iSlf:r~in-(:]1mg; of
Supply to-4ct a3 i Ghairman, to advise the GO"Emmem- lfm time to time on  problemg and policy
connected with civil cupply of the Province’.” m p

2, Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY to move:

““After the word ‘Governmen’

HDEV ¢, Move ;
rovinee?

original Motion the following he added ..

tee to draw
sed on 23rd

OHAIN (0 move :

Owing he substituted :—
the Gove

in the fourth line (e following shall be added :—
‘and to be taken from all parties of the Province’.»

—
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3 I:::E'\l‘”l‘“] whercas an average cconomic holding in Assam does not exceed even
inuni-v.t-“,l. and.  Sir, in contemplating an economic holding of 35 Bighas for the
i \ \ts without ascertaining the needs of the indigenous population is certainly a
S“l Policy which will culminate in perpetuating a crisis.
shall ”ﬂ_'.\l_d” not like to take any more time of the House by a lengthy speech and I
.Presently conclude with a word of appeal to the Ministry.
A 7 '¢ profitableness of agriculture or for the matter of that the present Grow More
"mrk(_l'i"”'l’-llun depends largely on the intensity of farming, use of technical inventions,
= ll:tti?u‘-lﬁ organisations ;u}(l dc-vvlnpmca_uofco-qpcraugn. The need of the hour 1s
d __\,hi(‘;“ I ilia'lvu'-llllm'-ll policy and planning national in the true sense of the_ term,
o e the Government and the people may work together ina spirit of amity and
: (l)l)( ration. Higher interest of national life should rise above the egoism of classes
;;:.:()“;L_(r()ups_ I_ would thuro!iu‘c- request the Miuistr)‘ not only to abandon th_c idca of
- hfllg more food by throwing open the reserves, but to concentrate on holding what
i '.Lur: and making the very best use of _existing lands that are already Emdcr the
o ”}'.{]1- I'he Assamese cultivator is primarily a rice grower and for nearly six months
he is idle.  Any attempt that will help him to raise a double crop from his land is
indeed worth experimenting.
Sir, my Friend, Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah, has sufficiently said in this matter, So
‘I do not like to deal with this matter any more. Still 1 may tell Government that
in Upper Assam nearly all cultivators take to one crop only. They may be encouraged

to raise two crops, and this may help them in growing more food rather than throwing
open  reserves and other lands to the immigrants.

Sir, in a word or two I shall speak about the supply policy of Government. The
supply policy of Government has credted a feeling of distrust and helplessness in the
minds of the public. Itisa puzzll_ng question to me when I think whether the
Government exists for the pc.o_plc ol Assam or for themselves, and whether this Govern-
ment exists independently or is  dependent on their agents who are managing the
supply. I will refer to one instance only.  Sir, in the month of August last when
there svas no Ata and flour in the Barpeta subdivision I approached the Deputy
Commissioner of Kamrup when he was at Barpeta on tour and I referred the matter
to him saying that at Barpeta there was no Ata and flour. Sir, the Deputy Commis-
sioner with the collaboration of the Subdivisional Officer, Barpeta, purchased one
instalment of Ata from Messrs. Dada  Hussain Kasim Khadem & Co., of Gauhati.
They purchased the instalment of Ata and flour at a higher price than the controlled
price and when it reached the station of Barpeta it was found that each bag of Ata
and flour was less by 10 to 15 seers and the quantity of this Ata was so bad that it was
not fit for human consumption. But this Ata was sold at 14 annas per seer and flour
at 15 annas per scer when Ata should have been sold at 8 annas per seer and flour at 9
annas per seer. Sir, if the Deputy Commissioner and the Subdivisional Officer gave
higher price in purchasing Ata and flour for the people and if they ordered to sell Ata
and flour at more than the controlled price who is responsible for this_? Will not the
people distrust the Government policy. The people think that there is no rule now-a-
days. Sir, I think no action was taken against Messrs. _]_)ada Hussain Kasim & Co.
If Steel Brothers & Co. purchase rice at higher price, and Messrs. Hussain
Kasim & Co. sell Ata and flour at higher price than fhc controlled price
to the Subdivisional Officer of Barpeta and the Deputy Commissioner of K.amrup then
what is the value of the various price control orders ? Are these agents in a position
to do whatever they like ? Then  under these circumstances, Sir, if the
Government do not take any action should they not ‘be h:ld responsible for these
things ? Sir. as Mr. Chaudhuri said the other day, “he steals, I steal, every body
steals’’. To this I may add 5 fa fa17) 3= famn af7 43 €11 3% 21 €0 [t 731’ | A man
may thrive by stealing undetected. If he be caught by any way he should be punished
Man may steal, everybody may steal, but these agents steal .and rob. Se, Sir, thes:
things should not be allowed to happen any further, This is my appeal to the
Government, :
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Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS : Mr. Speaker, Sir. the food debate in this
House has sufficiently been discussed. 1 think, 1 shall not be able to add any new
things to the debate. Still T feel an urge in me  to speak something about the food
problcm prcvailing in this Province. I hl::!l"d our Government saying that our
Province is a surplus one. We have also hr'.'%rd from the Hon’ble Premier that our
people are destined to die. If our Province is a surplus one why our pcople should be
destined to die of starvation ?  Sir, if the Government cannot maintain its people, why
the Government should exist ? What is the necessity of this Government 2 What the

Government officers of the Supply Department are doing ? 1 say that our Govern-
ment is determined to sce their people dic of starvation. Sir, the paddy which has
rovince are being taken to the foreign countries. There are so

“been grown in our P ¢ 0 _
many companies. There are Steel Brothers,  “There are Ishpahanis. There are Shaw

Wallace and Kilburn & Co. who are purchasing rice and paddy from this
Province at a very higher rate leaving the people of the Province to starve. Sir, a
particular area of Sunamgzm_j is.l'amnus for the growth of Buro crop. I can assure
the House that the crop of this year was a bumper crop in the subdivision of
Sunamganj, but I can cite many cascs of deaths due to starvation in Sunamganj.
If the things are allowc.d to go on in this way, I rlo_ not sce any reason why our Govern-
ment should exist ? Sir, the Government is going on without any plan. They
have got their Economic Advisory Board which owes its existence to the 93 administra-
tion. 1 may request the Hon’ble Premier to revise or to rcorganise this Board. 1
have heard from our friends of the Assam Valley that their people will very soon see
that there i3 no land for them. I have just now heard from Mr. Ghanashvam Das
that the people of Mymensingh have s_old their land and have come to Assam in search
of land or rather to invade Assam. Sir, our people are also very poor and in most
cases landless. g )
As regards the daily necessarics, [ can say before this House that the people of the
villages and of the countryside are)fcclmg the acute s.hormgc of their daily necessaries.
Kerosene is a thing of thg past. lcoplc are living in darkness. Even a child has
ot no sugar to eat. Ghll_d.rcn have forgotten what 13 sugar. It is not available in the
countryside. The authorities conccrncd supply bags of sugar  to their faney men
who take them and sell thcn’ in the black market at an  exorbitant price.  We have
heard that some of the an ble Ministers are a]"f”. encouraging black market. They
also purchasc rice from the black market.? S‘:r, if it is supplied from Government
stores why there should be black market Some th the college students of Sylhet
old me that they c.an_not get good rice from the ordinary market and what they get
they cannot eat as it 13 full ofi stones andsflust- They do not get sugar even for tea,
they cannot read for want of {cm"‘fnc' Io’ I urge upon the Government to look into
the matter and sce things themse ECS' .hr-cqlfcSt the Hon’ble Ministers to make
extensive tours 11 the interior ailn 1 csl:':«: t ir}lngs themselves.  They should not rely
upon their local officers.. They s lou (slzctch ings personally because they are the
elected I“?Presenmtwcs of the p’?;oilzlle E'lrI: the ?{l?r‘: to "look to the interests of their
electoratc. - They should nO{: 511 kct:) th ; fsatxo;l, I see they are quite comfort-
able here, but they siouc ahsc;no;) ain toe gotr: f}ft of the population who have sent
them here. S0, Ioeng tfti) go le ag all ¢ countryside to sec things themselves
and see whether the cries ot the pthp re Tﬂf thcnumc.
Sir, there is a strong wmoclilrh at somel.o the traders get assistance from the
; nt and its officers and they are selling thu_1gs whimsically according :
(};log;zznrggd e making bargains and huge profiteering. Sg I tlz’ink o n%l to t;:clxr
, f;oun'tr’y is almost given up to the vagarlgt:ls of’thcse lucky profiteers. > » the whole
Sir, I do not like to take the valua dc time of the Hon’ble House as I think
there arc many hon. Members who would speak on the subject. e

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: “Mr, Speaker, Sir, the. world
has broken out and it has given chanc-l:( to millions of ‘men to Sroalis fdrtuorf 1.1:\;3::
some this 15 2 great opportunity fore }f money. and for some it is time to dfec. Sir
we are partly responsible for thoseé who are destined to die. These utlf'o;'t!uﬁ'até
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creatures have been attacked by malaria, they have no food to take, no clothes to
wear. Our Government has started the Supply Department and also made arrange-
ment for supply of standard cloths and granted other facilities. But, Sir, whether
the people who require these things are getting them or not that is the question . to be
scen. If they do not get, who is responsible forit ? Majority of the people do not
get the facilitics granted by the Government. 1do not say that Government is not
keen in the matter, thay are doing all they can, but still people are dying. Sir,
partly we the Members of the Legislature are also responsible for the misery of the
people.  Sir, we find there are activities outside from the Members and politicians
who claim to be the supporters and protectors of the people. In this connection I
remember a Persian verse which means that all which we do are for personal ends and
motives can never be kept concealed afterwards and they ultimately put us to disgrace.
The sum and substance of the verse is this and I may not have translated it quite
correctly.

Sir, I find there are some Food Committees in each district and s bdivision and
there is also an Economic Advisory Board. But when we attend the Committees in
the subdivision we find that the Subdivisional Officer really requests us to co-operate
with him and give him proper advice. Due to our selffishness or some other motives
we do not give him proper advice.  There is some reason why we cannot do justice
to him. We find that many Members of this House are interested in money making.
So the Subdivisional Officer is 1~ difficulty ; the Deputy Commissioner is in the same
position. So, Sir, I do not make the officers responsible, The Members are also
rcsponslbl(‘? (hear, hear). :

Sir, competition is going on in the food grains business and there is no
control or check although we find that qo\-'t:l‘IIIIICII( has passed a Control Order. It is
not respected.  When there 1s an order for controlling goods there is slackness from
the side of the Government. Hence I say that Government is responsible. My request
is that they should see that tthr Price Control Order is respected by every one. For
my part, I do not think that Government cannot run the administration for the good

of the pCOP]"-- !

Then, Sir, we find that Government has made a plan for rationing in the municipal
areas, but there is no plan or sc.hvmc. for the rural areas. Moreover, in many places
the things raufmcd arc un}ht ﬁ.n hum.fn consumption. What is the use of SUP.pIying
such bad quality ;n'!u_:l(:s ? Sir, 1 personally tlm_lk that there can bp no s.olut_.[on of
this tood problem ) Wlth(}lll comprehensive _rationing of food' grains. Sir, In the
subdivision of Karimganj at a meetng held in May last, at which Mr. Sultan the
Subdivisional O.licer, also was present, the _Defence _Committee of Karimganj
requeste Mr. Sultan to take up rationing and after some discussion he agreed to take
up rationing of kerosene. I'hat  scheme Is working nicely at Karimganj.  Sjr;
Mr. Whittaker is absent to-day ; he said that it was impossible to make .2 survey and
ration the whole .P.rovmce. _ I say, Sir, that I can take the responsx}nhty of the
K arimgan] subdivision, and if I am helped by five other Membcys of this Asscmb]y,‘
one Sub-Deputy Collector and two or three clerks, and if Sarpanches and
Chaukidars are instructed to co-operate with us, this survey can be done in course
of a week (hear, hear). 1Itis nota dlfﬁ_cult matter, Sir. You have only to tell the
e that unless they give their particulars within such gmd such date thc_y_ won’t
y thing—rice, dal, etc. and even standard cloth—and T am sure they will forth-
ive all details about themselves. Then we hg.ve only got to cP_iecl_c the figures
and find out how many adults there are, how many chlldrc:n_, etc. This is not such
a difficult job I can finish t_he survey of my constltucncy_?m’t]_lm three days provided
I ot the co-operation of officials (hear, hear). We may distribute amongst them what'
we have in our stock. \ ;

gir, I do not like to discuss what happf_mcd in the past; let bygones be bygones,
the people were destined to suffer. B}{t for the future, I want Government should
take time by the forelock and being wiser by experience they should make effective
plans for the f}lture.

peopl
get an
with &
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Sir, though it is doubtful whether our Province is a surplus one, but the ban on ex-

port of rice and paddy having been withdrawn, our people had to suffer much. There
are many people in my subdivision who took one or two meals per day though
they were in the habit of taking three meals a day. On the last occasion, just before
the withdrawal of the ban, Government scized sorne hoarded stocks. The people got
ﬁanicky as they were not given to know why those stocks were seized and they were

arassed by some police cfficers. We now reali.e how wise that step was, and te

what extent other parts of the Surma Valley were saved from the fate of Banivachong.
ed to the people, and they got panicky.

But the reason was not explain
stress, they sent food to the starving: Bengal out

Sir, though our people arc in di
of their love for humanity (hear, hear) and out of regard for God. Sir, if the
Government who are in the helm of affairs extended their sympathy for these suflering
people of Bengal and Baniyachong there would not have been trouble and misery

at all.

I may say, Sir, that God has granted them nice paddy this year. I did not sec
such a good harvest in our side really in my life. I say to my people that  Providence
is there. They should not expcct help from this Government. It is not in human

strength to save them. It is the hand of Providence. If Government disturbs this
paddy by their agencies, trouble will again be created. Therc must be no  export.
Government servants have learnt many-arts from war activities. They have learnt how

t6 make money by corruption. They have learnt how to deccive others. 1 request
if they fail to do so they should fiot at all

Government to stop it if they can. > : .
handle this matter. In that casc it will take its own coursc and it will be better,
that the debate should close now

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think !
but I would like to know whether the hon. Members who tabled their Motions want

to say anything in reply.
Srijut BEPIN CHANDRA MEDHI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the acute food problem in
ation and mal-distribution. The prices of every

our country is mainly due to mal-administra :
article during this war time has gone so high that all are hard hit. Government has

ot been able to tackle the situation and people’s misery knows no bounds. The control-
led rice given especially to the public of Shillong is unfit for human consumption.
People should be given better n'ccl so that they can live without being attacked by
diseases. In villages there is practically no kerosene, no alta, no flour and no sugar. Tt
is true that most of our V1 Jage people can abstain from taking atta and Maida, Hut they
cannot manage without kerosenc and‘STgari. _The substitute for sugar, I mean molas-
ses, has become very costly- InI;;ornr. Ocl? mgs té‘e }Ilmccs shot up to Rs.1-8 per seer.
The Deputy Commissioner of 1 N e o the quota of kerosene, both in the
towns of Tezpur and_ Mangalfim al? 1:11 . cst:n ages of th(_: whole d}StI‘lCt. 1he town
people are getting their quotas e ﬁ}ll _E) ri . rﬁgia rt?ont}-l if the family members do not
exceed six and. six S€Crs 11: cz:icf: %f;_ tt }cl:;eto ‘i rrl]ngOP?ct ag l;s:xa{:rglly r}'}tlf:mbcrs. The quota
- family 1s Jus s y ¢ the villagers gettin i

‘Tlfoatla:ﬂ; ag;_:n myji'- ubdivision most of f‘hcli?:?ﬂclgi carf managing even with };g seer,g}tl.::c;;
a month. There are families 13'5_312“1568 i }la Ing more than 30 family members
who have been put into extrem¢ ¢! . y request to the Government is that

they should take the matter _prom_pijl}.f g .
‘ bdivision is satisfactory. The authority should see that

The present c€rop in my su e i

: e . y and can dispose of th i
ar people keep their required quantity, ] ‘ SEChay Spril
prict. 1 ; mischief in purchasing paddy in measurement \jﬁgﬁ.})bl;:

rice. The Beparies commit
Itjl:cy take in excess some 4 to A rglau%d. Tht:y are so cunning that the villagers
cannot detect it. At Khoirabarl seation 1c c€paries use to purchase paddy from village
cople by night only and the village people are being cheated always. The practi _gf.
II;UréhaSing paddy by night should be stopped immediately. T
' : dealt with deterr |

The hoard.crs must be ent punishment. They cheat th -
prive the public. A very large number of small coin hoarders h‘:‘go‘fge;éln

ment and deprive :
detected and punished but in case of food stuff, very few hoarders have béen punished.
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The Congress leaders behind the prison bar would have been the {)cst hcllpclfs bc’t&,?o
the Government and the general public during this period of acute food preb en]). ill
Government please sce to this and consider their release immediately so that the poor
people of this Province get relief of their distress ? AT s

Regarding issue of licenses for paddy stock and sale, the nu_thonnes in on.frosl‘l 1vi-
sion arc doing injustice to the local people. My information 1s that about 130 licenses
have been issued in my subdivision and the case of the local traders have bcen‘ totally
neglected.  Outof 130 licenses only 15 licenses have been issued to traders of the sub-
division. The licensing ;xutlmril\',.i‘ is said, has issued licences Lo the traders having 3
years’ standing business in paddy and rice. But I know particular instances \\:he:'c men,
without business of any kind have been favoured with paddy and T HET L
hope Government will direct the authority concerned immediately to this effect.

Regarding bribery, I need not sav anything as it has become an open secret:

With these few words I resume my seat.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker,

Sir, I am grateful to the hon. Members who have taken part with all sincegity in thf:,
discussion that was ushered by me. In his first reply the Hon’ble the Premier said
that the cultivators could not stock Buro paddy due to extreme humidity and there-
fore, they were willingly giving paddy to Government while seizing and procurement
operation was going on in Sunamganj. I begto submit that the facts, Siry arc quite
otherwise. The Hon’ble Premier might have learnt it {rom papers, but in the
locality the facts are quite different. However, Sir, what I want by ushering this dis-
cussion in this House is that not a single soul in this Province should starve. (Hear
Hear) . ‘
We are giving all our best food, vegetables, butter, ghee, milk etc. to the Military .
I think, Sir, that we should sce that our civil population do not feel any want of these
things. When the Military will be demobilised, they will come to the civil people,
and it is the civil population who will give them food.

Now, Sir, the time is coming for the Aman crop to be harvested. Belore the har-
vest begins, 1 will ask the Hon’ble Premier to take proper steps so that this crop is not
smuggled away from the Province.  As regards the supply of food in the rural aveas,
it was the opinion ol z‘:lr{loh‘l all the Members who  took part in the dcbate that the
arrapgement was not satisfactory. I hope, Sir, that the Hon'ble Premier will take note
of it and make such arrangement that the people of rural areas do not go without
proper supply.  With these words, Sir,I beg to resume my seat.

Ad_](rurnment

The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.ar.

After lunch

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Maulavi Abdur Rahman can now speak in the
exercise of his right of ‘reply. He is not in his seat. I think, he is not going to reply,
The Hon’ble Premier :nay now begin his final reply.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker
Sir, the fact that we have discussed the food situation in this House for four days and
the fact that as many as over 20 hon. Members have taken part in it, clearly
that the problem 1s a very complicated and complex one. 1 am obliged to all thoge
hon. Members who have given their considered views on the matter and if I do oy
touch on any individual point raised by them, they should not take that I have ignored
their criticisms. I do not want to loll9w in the wak.e of those. who have placed \before
the House their parochial difficulties, like black salt in the Sibsagar district oy prare
such things, but I will confine myself to the general policy which the Government under
my guidance have been following for the sclution of the food problem in the Province
and I will try to show that the main recommendations which I haye analysed into
ceven, made by the various hon. Memb‘erS n thelr_SPGFChCS have already been follow-
ed by me. It may be that the angle of approach is different, but he aim is the same

My Hon’ble Friend Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri...... i

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALT: Starting with Mr. Chaudhuri !

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD ULLA: Thereby givin
him credit. : g

Prove
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WhenN}le L{ffé’(fl)lch‘]"ricnd .?[r. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri never spoke a truer word than
shoild !;u.kg- t [.u.'t.hc 'Gr)vc,-;.nm::u should ﬂ!lluw i rugmu.:l Iu-.fl policy, that they
shioiv Sirl tlb-upI L}l-uu mind quickly ."mcl carry it out, as far as possible. 1 will try to
opp(;sitio’ mt, 1ave acted on the light of those rr::‘n.::rl-cs of the present Leader of the
fe e Hn. Jut before I go into my o#n propositions and the statements, I
ouse to remember three fundamental things which guide our policy.

The first one is that the Government of India of their own volition and also
the I'CC‘{IHTHCII(];IIEOHS of the Long Term Food Committec adopted the formula that
ef.:onomtcally India is one, that is, if there is any deficit of any food-stuff in any Pro-
vince that dsficit should be mede up from imports [rom the surplus Provinces
producing them. Secondly, if any Province has got a surplus ol one commodity which
Is one of the stapple articles of food, that Province has been made, on a calculation
of its capacity, to surrender to other Provinces on a certain plan which goes by the
name of basic plan. Thirdly, Sir, this is our own motto that *“‘self first, others
afterwards”. A

On the day of my first r
Members since then, that we must scc that our
people of the two valleys under the hills of Assam g
that we get any surplus that surplus must be used to the best interest of  all
viz., the people of Assam as well as the people of the rest of India.

On these three basis, Sir, we have adopted a policy which I am going to relate
and if our policy is correct, and I am emboldened to say that my policy 1s correct. Since
almost all the hon Members who have taken part in this debate have urged Lhc’ very
same thing, then, Sir, I claim the little credit that we deserve. If on the other
hand after the facts and figures that I have placed and will place before the House my
Frier.ds come to the conclusion that I have bartered away the morsz]l of food fI‘()II; the
mouths of the people of Assam for a cheap popularity, then not only I deserve your con-

I will myself condemn and stand condemned.

demnation but before you condemn me,
During this debate, 1 have heard certain hon. Members giving me slight credit
that we have tried a little patch work bere and there, while others have poured
vituperation on me for my policy ;m§1 whl]‘(: a third tf|)inlon has been expressed on the
floor of this House that Government is resting on their assurance and ihat they have
becoms complacent and thev have made no plan or programmec to o T e
situation of the Province. A r_atlonal food policy means that everyone in the country
is fed, that there is no distress in any part and that we have got suflicient for a fair and
~quitable distribution amongst the people of the 'Pro)vmq(;_ I'his naturally brings e
o the qucstion of questions, pz-lmcly, whether thlshl rovince has got a surpius to sparc
,r whether we¢ have kept suflicient stock and thl-t er the Prpvmcc is really a deficit
ne. Some hon. Members have t..:jkcn.greatbtrpu ole in collecting figures and  tried to
Jrove that my esti_rnate of the Province being a ; surplus s “{hO“Y wrong. This
juestion has been discussed ghreadbz}rc ?nhma]?ly ZCCdSl?ns, as also in the Upper House.

3ut as the point has been raised again, 1 shou Vvery re uc_tamly meet the charge.
Then the same hon. Member who has lagglir?i?n this point has given the Housc
crtain figure the figurc being that i agc havi: :O?Crcs 7 o undf;;r rice cultiva-
ton in this Province. I, as one of those w mbl rice& sarr?ol paddy cultivation of their
,wn, have also been compelled to eat untiata ‘50 cr’ . tI) ¢ of which was placed before
he House. But Iam p(—:r{:cc‘.tly sure, at least da l?ett ent. of the hon. Members here
Lave got their own cultivation and they areBl_rl Erin ;;r position than myself to tell us
shat is the average production ofrrlfle P‘;rﬁ ;gaund ssam. I pause for a minute for
aformation from any guarter Molage o s). One hon. gentleman says that it
s 5-8 maunds of paddy and my bo e
Jaddy. Then I think, Sir, when the plroan_ w}f‘l llqn’ the barren hills of the Garo people
s well as the Subdivision of the Sunanrg _]H ; 1}(; 15 on the foot of that hill, has got
rery nearly the same average, 1 can vtc: y we}{f ake that it is 6 maunds of paddy, grown
n every Bigha of A‘i‘sam s rice cultivatiorn. we convert it inte: med: T will nof bé
he mark if I say the average production per Bigha in terms of rice is 4

ar out of t

would

on

eply, I stated, which have been emphasized by many hon.
own people do not starve, that the
ct their square meals and if after
concerned

n. Friend from Sunamganj says it is 5-6 maunds of

T —— et

e o w -
T .
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maunds. Sir, I have roamed (hrnughnul l_lu' country, Tl‘ls}..us_\.(.(l] ;hl?_"ﬂ_ c:,er};v;r?r?ﬁir;
jfwn Dibrugarh right up to Habiganjsnd in S S “,lﬁ,i‘.vl Lk sl (I(;Jcsle g\;vho gave
information that on an average we get 5 maunds f“ ”)l? 3 :bt‘a'rq;:'b-ulc their C'l](?!.‘l]a-
me this figure were non-officials. (_)ut'_:\g:l'wultuu: 1 ‘llh:“f,.m.c“ i-z;‘ as (lq- of r‘:;c er
tion on 5 maunds per Bigha. ~ But T will "“[C"hw’vn\ ;.1" ‘1“;“18 9 r clil:r::‘in s ‘crlo spin
Bigha. I am not unaware of the fact llrz.l.t those I‘&lll\l'b [“ nﬁ 11 p,:? l(.m ’io]dspovu
< .\T;“.’ onc crop gives only 3 maunds of rice per B_lg 1a, but llc, 1?_‘ fl‘ } tp ll) : avera
S maunds per Bigha,  Similarly, T am not unmindiul of the fact t.\.\ e average
;,-i:JIl(-]! per Bigha of Buro crop in the Buro growing arca is from 13- 14 “}*"-;“di()lnpa(idy[;
(Voices from Babu Akshay Kumar Das—No, Sir, that is not so,‘asl m]‘jtl I i’ Wt
Buro cultivation.) I have got this figure not only from the .-.\gru‘:u u‘lxr’[c' FL-Pmdmel}]; $
but from many of my friends who live in Sunamganj and Habiganj. :1 _}‘ “el?- wl o
interrupts me does not say anything from his personal knowledge. While making his
speech. ‘e repeatedly heard him say 1 have learned™, “I am informed”, “I have
Sl""'_"!l," “'(‘ ‘; '1“‘““ ‘(Laughter). His source of information was only hearsay. Any
I\:al\” I)l,l .:n.n‘ basis of 4 maunds of rice per Bigha our total annual output is 6 crores
ay,
DABNAE: w5 o

Mr. BAIDYANATH MU()KI_“.RJRE‘. 2. S according to )Qo}'crpmt‘nt statistics
the yield is 715 Ibs. per acre and this figure is supplied by the Provincial Government
to the Government ol India. 2 BIp :

The Hon’ble Maulavi S;ll}’l‘(l Sir MU L‘\l\‘h\*ff\_l) b.-\.-\l)ULLA:
hand information on the floor of the House ~ So, Sir, we ge
0;' rice in the Province. _ o ;

If we take the population to be one crore I am giving Up two lakhs extra which
is the total population of Assam. A_ccm‘dmg 10 th_c census of ]9!1,‘C£1Ch man gets half
§ o d per month. T an calculating on the basis that everyone is an adult. and I
a m;u“[lcollwi(lcl‘illq the children whose requirements are less than that of a full adult.
am 1o basis hon Members may calculate whether we have q little surplus after feed-
On t,hl-s )J) bulation, 'This figure is controversial, but up ull now, in spite of the heavy
i"g.ﬂ,m,(i. ]',1-'0“, the Province during the current year, there has
(lg'zlllh‘f: Y of rice in any part ol the country. The fact
shortahfj”n Valley have Dbeen able to purchase on
the AdS-‘-«Of s pc;. month clearly shows that people h
maun s-kcts for sale. Sir, after consideratiop of every fact that came to the
ke mac; z¢ of the Central Government through the statistjes collected by the Director
knowle Blercial Intelligence, they decided that Assam has got a surplus of ten
of Comg tons which could be spared for Bengal, We.protested that our surplus has
,_housant n up by our supply to the Military and we have not got the stock to deliver
been eatc it Pm Bengal (fear, hear). After discussion with the then Additional Secre-
this qu\anqr}Ol‘yc; eneral Wood, and after the Regional Food Commissioner’s discussion
tary, h "}Economic Advisory Bnard, we came to a compromise and agreed to deliver to
with tl% 500 tons of rice. One may question that what was the. advantage which
Benga dé;ived thereby. I have already stated, Sir, that each Province has been made
Assarm Government of India to deliver to a neighbour the extra foodstuffy she pos-
By. £ Jd in return those Provinces that do not produce other kinds of foodstuffs, . -8y
g ar, etc., got their share of these from surplus Provinces, On account ‘of
flour, S-u%us’of rice given to Bengal, Assam got a share or quota of such Commodities
Hhe Suillt):at Ata, flour, sugar and Dal which have been permitted by the Government
ke ‘z'a to be imperted by us. I read while a si‘nali Student 4 Saying which
of g this effect. “Do unto others as you want to be done to yourself,» “g8 my
i t? to my countrymen is that if we want wheat, if we want "UBAT, salt, Da] and .
appee which come into the dietary of every humap being in A.SSB‘m ut of which we
thmgsce: very little or nil, we must, not merely out of SERerOsity, o merely out of
IE:rod;;nitm_ian principle but for our sell-intetest, forthwith 8ive what Iligtle Hitplus of
rigglwe have,

I am taking first
tacrop of 6 crore maunds

never been any acute
that the Government agents in
an avera e one and half lakh
ave got surplus which is going to
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One hnn‘. Colleague has accused me ol being complacent.  Although it was meant
as an accusation, I find there is an indirect compliment. A man becomes complacent

after he has achieved his end. He cannot be complacent  without completing his

task. i herefore the hon. gentleman has paid the compliment that the task which
I set before me, according to him has,been well done. Therefore he is encouraging
me to push on further for the greater benefit of the country. That this is no idle boast
Suipill e evident from the fact that we are pursuing the same policy which tht:
hon. Members ol this House have suggested and with the added rx[ir-;'it-ll(‘t' ol the
present year, W have to be very careful with our stock of rice and paddy in the
futurc. e should feed our prople and the surplus, if any, should be sold to others.
I have to hear the same criticism which 1 heard on the first day of its discussion that the
price of the present crop of rice mul_padd'; has fallen very heavily simply because Gov-
ernment has banned an export outside the Province and simply because Government
made 1o arrangement to buy the stock. ‘This is another argument in favour of holding
that there i surplus in the Province. Like my hon. Friends, we in the Supply Department
and the Ministry have also tried to _10031('- the reason and according to us, ’Sir, there are
three m1a’n reasons which are pressing down the price of the coming crop. The first
reason, that w¢ think is valid, 1 that a large stock of rice and paddy has been unloaded
by traders now, pibass.crd formerly under the 1mpression that our price control system
would not work and if they could keep back the stock for some Giie. thoy will A2
able to sell at an advantage. thn';tf't(:r a f'c:w months nf_ experience, they [opund
that the pricc control of Government 18 working and working satisfactorily, though
not to the cent per cent expectation, they have been ‘compcllcd to unload their
he market at the present moment. For avery different reason our cultivators
heir unutilise :

stock in t i
have been compelled to disgorge t d stock of rice and paddy, for they have
no space for the new crop that they arc _hnrw:stmg or will harvest very soon. These
two are the normal causes. But the third and the sinister factor is also wurking'
and that factor is a dangercus one. It is the mischicvous act on the part of tha
¢raders to force down the price of the new crop as mucl_l as they can, with a o
v corner the supply and ultimately sell it at higher price later on. ‘This last factor

met by Government entering into the trade and buying as much of

can only be / ; 7 _ uyi
as is available. For this reason we are appointing procurement
reason we are determined to continue

the new crop )
agencics in both the valleys and for the same :
our price control. And the price control to be effestive there must be a large stock in
the hands of Government. We have been told, Sir, that in order to arrest this
downward trend of the price of rice Government should fix a bottom or floor price.
This suggestion has drawn the attention of' Government and now that the majority
of the Members of the House are urging Government to fix a bottom price, I will
hould therc be need. I ecarnestly request cvery 1
ators get at least the bottomn price, if);m:mz

only be too happy to do so s e
Member of the House to sc¢ that our cultv at lc ) .
are saved from the machination o’ the mischievous trades-

higher price. and that they

men. ) ;
¢ advanced ar¢ SO vast and so variegated and we have heard so

he suggestion Z :
muctrlr]o;': :or%gradictory views during the ‘;;’,U;LSC of this debate that I do not know whom
to follow. There had been 2 1\/10t101i11 wléc rcclg)mmcnd_ed that Government should
keep away from the trade, they = s nOt[- f‘uyda single grain of foodstuff and
that the entire distribution and dcstlgafpon of foodstuff should be left to private
trading people. This view did not fin {?VOUI‘ with any one both inside and outside
this House and as a matter of fact t Iere was very vechement protest against this
roposition of Mr. Deb Similarly, Sir, I remember to have heard from the different
speakers that it is the bounden duty of Government to buy as much of the surplus as
ossible so that they can effectively check all channels of profiteering and remove
the upward trend of prices by releasing to the market their own stock, when

nCCCS;;?;-:'Y~ is again th i of competitivc buvi H ’

ere is again the question uying which isc :
foodstuffs.  On the ﬁrstqday of this debate, T told t}?e %'Iousc tharta]f;:;l htah\::e }5:;;:5 2;'
between the big buyers. 1 have got to complain of

far as possible to stop competition
one thing— 1ty language does not convey my ideas or through the

that either my fau
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il‘l.‘lt!(‘lllinl; of the hon. Members whe Slll)St‘t]lll!I)ll_\' spOkC \rchcmcnﬂy—-a statement
has been lathered upon me saying that I have alleged that Government Wapt com-
petition. But I have never uttered such words. You, Mr. Speaker, Sir, were
pleased (o pull up some hon. Members who were misquoting me or who were
imputing statements which 1 have never uttered. One such statement was made by
onc hon. Member that 1 stated on the floor of this House that for one maund of
rice that is given to the Military the Planting Industry is to receive the Samﬁ amol‘tlmt.

I never said so. On the other hand, my statement had been to the effect that when,
after the introduction of free trade in parts of Assam by the Central Government,
there was panic among the big industrialists and the tea industry an.d there was
feverish buying of rice at any price, this had the baneful effect of fo‘rcmg up price
of rice and paddy, even in that area which was saved from the mro:}ds of free
trade. Government at once sat in g conference with the representatives of the
Industries, the Military and our own agents and ultimately we evolved a formula
that out of every 5 maunds purchased by Government agents, one maund will go
to the Tea Industry. To implement the said  arrangement our hon. Friend
Mr. Blennerhassett was dragged from his plantation posted at the Circuit House,
Gauhati, where, he had to suffer every kind of privation and he stuck to the post
and saw that the quota allotted for the Tea Industry reached them. It has been
shown that this arrangement which was come to, with the Assam Valley planters,
was objected to, in the Surma Valley. I cannot say why it has been objected to,
for both the Surma Valley as well as the Assam Valley planters are the members of
the Indian Tea Association and our arrangement js with the Indian Tea Association.
We will endeavour to sce through the Indian Tea Association, that the Surma
Valley planters who are also members of the Indian Tea Association approve of this
arrangement and get their necessities of jfe, specially rice, from Government agents
and not compete with them in the opep market, Sir, while Iam on this subject,
I also pay the cnmpluncut‘ to the Tea Industqr because without taking a share
from the imported foodstufls they have arranged with Messrs. Shaw - Wallace' to
buy their own requirements—to  that extent relieving a part of the Government
stock for our indigenous population.

Sir, we have tried to stock rice and paddy by buying so that the price level wil]
not soar and people like mysell who have 1,0 cultivation may not buy at a price
which is beyond the means of a middle class man. We have tried to have every
food-grain in the Province by stopping export and by checking smuggling of rice
and paddy out of the Province. I have been told that the protectors of the law have
been the murderers of the law.

Here, Sir, 1 am reminded of a Bengalj saying ‘‘5h Jfgre o 8&1F 7 ;5 if all the
rumours that are being told to Ine are correct, then there will hardly be one person
who is honest enough to tackle this subject, in the whole Province.

Sir, everywhere I have sought public co-operation, and nowhere is public co-opera.
tion more necessary than in FhlS. matter. Be it said to the credit of at least ope
gentleman of the Goalpara district who, instead of pocketing the bribes offered to him
by some rice smugglers, .took the_ money straight to the Deputy C'_Ommlssioncr, We
find in answer to a certain question that two such sums, one nearing Rs.5,000 g
another nearing Rs.2,500 were deposited in the Government treasury . T hope the

example of this hon. gentleman will be widely published and followeq in all
parts of the country (Hear, hear).

Sir, I have talked about fair distribution of the available foodstuff in the , country -
the fairest distribution can only be by rationing. From various quarters i s Hol;xys ;
we have been urged to introduce the system of rationing throughout the Province This
is a task much too gigantic to take at onestep. But we have takep the right way ; we
have started rationing the municipal areas and. I hope with the New Ven? . n;uni-
cipal toWIl In Assam will be rationed so far as imported stuff is concerned. It is e
consolidating our position there that I want to start it in selected rural. areas—some
selected area which 1s either a trade centre or a big village like BeniachfNE (T s
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p out the whole Province where we can start rationing. To start
- first, the willingness of the people, who are ration-
4llotted and the allotment would only be made
we must havea regular supply of
the quantity of the
commodity will be
an assured

way, we 'want to ma
rationing we must have three things
ed, to submit to the'quantity that is
according -to the supply that is-available ; secondly,
the articles rationed- for rationing présupposes that however small

tommodity allotted to an individual or -a ‘family ‘may be, the
of rationing I’hércfore, Sir, ‘we must have

available during the period

source, and as all-the stuff which we have rationred so-far comes from outside the Pro-

vince we are dépendént upon the' transpoft system to help us in the matter. Here, Sir,
athy which we have received

I'must-acknéwlcdgc-with thanks the support arnd  symp
frém the War “Fransport Department of the Central Government, from Mr. Vipan, the

Advider, and-the Members of therRailway Priorities Commmittec at Caleutta, and ‘also
the Steamer Gompairy who have done yeoman service in transporting civilian goods

When- the railway wagons were- monopolised by the Defence Department.  In spite of
om all quarters, for somme reason we did not get more than 8,000

this help ‘and support fr - |
‘maunids of sugar during the whole month of October from the factories from: whith R
import, whereas we expected 10 times that quantity during the time. st
;oned-simply to point out that ratinning would have worked very well .if ‘we had 'ahe
_stuff grown: 1n our-own country, but not sufficicnt to give full quota to everyone. ‘At the
resent morient, we “arc entirely dependent upon ‘the ‘transport system, we are
dependent upon-the Government of India to give us a fair and equitable quota, and “in
f India that our normal requi-

_+his-matter we had been urging ‘upon the Government 0
rements-had not been given to us, but we were niet ‘with the ‘reply that in war time
2

_when supplies are short,-we could not expect to get our normal requircments. 'Never-
_theless, the Assam Government have been doing their level best,'and fighting with the

Government of India to get-a better quota than “was a_llotl'cd in 1942, and in this
eonnhection - I-am glad to say that the Government of India have listened to our reason-

_able prayer ; in many cases they have increased our quota of different foodstuffs that

-we -import.
r Orie othiér matter w
about the quality of rice that
{ Goverriment buying agents.

stage is that there has  been complaints

was supplicd to the various. parts of the country by the
As I'had 1o depend upon this very quality of rice mys::lf‘,-

. T-know the stiff that is being sold to the public. From many quarters it has been urged
s ¢hat thestuffis wheatable. Sir, in the generality of the case, the stuff is full of unhusked
ypaddy, and that is the only defect i it. 'But for this, xzc_xthcr the ‘Assam  Government
tior their buying dgents'are responsible. One hon F ncn.c_l—_-I am _referring to ~Mr.
Kedarmal Brahmin—spoke to the House about the U_nd_(_:x;mxl!mgrof‘ Rice 'Ofder jssudd
. by the’ Central Government, to be -followe'd'- l?y each 'l rpymcla_l Government. The
e:kperts, -at -the ' Centre ' caleulated that - 'ic ‘:total : shortage of rice throughout ' India
was only 5 per cent.;and thatif we ander-polished the ricewe could get back ‘4 - per
cent. of the shortage. An experiment was made in Madras which proved to be very
~sucecessful, that is, instead of putting full pressure on ‘the machinery - while husking,
“half “pressure wasused + and thereby not only conserving the full vitamin value -of rice,
"Bt also” gétting an extra volume of rice. -Thre_ﬁ'esult 5o encouraged the Government
. &f India that they asked every Provinco-to follow this example. We were compelled
“1o issue’ orders’ to 211 the rice mills in-the - Provinice to-adopt the 'same soovedand
'the vesult has been that the rice that has been milled by our millers contains 3 to 5
“Pper cent. ‘of unhusked paddy- .

%ﬁjut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: S8ir, on‘whose order stones were
ced ? :
The ' Hon’ble “Maulavi - S'aiyid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

2 ¢hemselves. -As my Friend is* in the trade, ‘he will be in a liI{'tIch ) BYt. “‘adirg
= judge- ; position

“When I -wentto the last Food ' Conferénce in * Delhi in October; I toi les

o and asked the experts of ‘the Government of > Indizlf tf»nilg.)suc

~of this ynder-milléc}fﬁc ‘aske
"ﬁ‘éﬁ"'h*‘OTdGrS"a“d"g""e'ﬂs -permission to ©go baek to-our former process. ' I -asked the

hiéh I'will deal at this
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representative of the Madras Government and I'learnt that their machinery is most
up-to-date and they have got very few grades of paddy unlike the 300 varieties that
Brow in Assam, with the result that some of them got even results when put into mill.
Whether full pressure or half pressure, the machine works evenly. As against that,
Sir, in our Province we know that the rice which is called Barg Dhan is so big that
ifitis mixed with smaller varieties of paddy and put to. half pressure the result is
that the small grains remain in tact and unhusked. This difficulty was brought to
our notice about two months back and since then we have appealed. to the Govern-
ment of India to permit us net to follow the Madras example. I handed over
samples of rice, one milled under fu]] Pressure and the other of half pressure. Both
were kept by the Hon’ble Food Member and up till now. we have not received any
order. Just before this session, T sent another wire reminding Government of India to
pass order on our prayers.  Another fact has been broug]it to. my notice that
Government has forced many of the reticed Government officials and well-to-do people

L0 go to the black market. In fixation of controlled price we have not taken into con-

sideration the finer grades of rice. Sir, 1 have done it celiberately and I remain
unconvinced by all the arguments ¢l have been advanced. Everyone knows, Sir,
that 95 per cent. of our P"_”PIP eat Common coarse rice. TItis the 5 per cent. of the
upper class and upper middle class who indulgc in the finer type of rice which is
called Joha or Kalijira . :

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR] . Sir, I question this. 95 per cent. of

our villagers do not cat the kind of pice Supplied by Government. They. hate that
rice. : :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid S, MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I never inter-
posed hon. Members Wh-m_ they, gat UP 1o make their speeches in spite of the fact
that they - were misquoting me apg giving wrong statements. I hope my-hon.
Friend, the present Leader of the Opposition, wil| not interrupt: me like this or I
can put tooth-breaking reply. 3 . v

Not a single C““w;lfur golcs to Steel Brothery for rice. It is Messrs. Steel Brothers
who are buying through some body. ]g, from the cultivators of the Provinee.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDRyUR : On a point of information, Sin,...

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid g, "UHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am not
giving way. ;

My deliberate aim was to See that gy Pcople in the country—side do get: the
cominon rice which they are h‘?lf‘t“auy used jp ?a-king andif we wanted a gradation
of diflerent varieties and ﬁ;“- differen Prices jt would have thrown epen the doar to
all kinds of corrupt practices. Traders who are dishonest will pass on: coarser rice
for finer rice and there will be Nobody: te, check. it Similarly, there will be attempts
on the part of some people to Pass Qn'imenmedfme“ s et
would' be such business transactionsg which ng power ontearth could stop. I ignore
the five per cent. of the people whg indulge i, fine rice. I heard a complaint
from the hon. Member that he Cannot sybhsigt with “five seers of sugar. He said
that he could not have the sweet course in, his daily menu for want of sugar.,
We have to submit to thxs_ nconvenigneeity sen “that everyone gets same: quantity
of that stock. I may be arich man, } may buy as rauch as F like ; but rationing
is introduced in order to prevent the tch to reap the hasvest and the poor being
pushed to the wall. :

Now, Sir, in order to show that we ar¢ not complacent I need hardly mention
that long before the GOVC““?‘W _Of ‘India started their Grow More Food
Gampalgn‘, ‘we in Assam started this pOllC}". We were told by an hOIl Member that
instead of Importing foodstufls from outside j¢ should "be the cndeé.{;ou-r or should
have been the endeavour of the Ioc;al Governmént (0 See to ircronchbetstiEs:
tion ©Of those foodstufls of the Province, I am glad to be gable to tell ‘the hHon.
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Membc.r that we are at one with him in this matter and in our Grow More Food
Campaign, we have distributed 7,000 maunds of sceds of ':1.‘;'4--; 0 nnrl local I”"'l’]“
as pl:llsc which falls into our daily necessity, is very little grown in Assam Wwe have
dmmbutcd 2,000 maunds of seed of wheat or barley "m.--‘ l]l‘:”‘."l';“]' "l'atxllth of
mus.tarq sccd._ Then we arc also H‘ying Lo ln-lp {I,;j,._- '-'-‘iln.'t"r-'im ,_.,',\..i”!, lh('il‘
cultivation by issuing 27,000 maunds of improved rice sceds All lh,.m? ‘have beed

we have also

dertaken 37 projects of irrigation. ‘Then

f potato seeds of which 14,000 have already been

distributed. We have un
roposed to issuc 35,000 maunds ©

distributed up-to-date.

dstuffs by two mcans which have been mentioned by most

by extension of cultivation and the other b intensive

From the method of extension of cultivation, the
Mem-

We can increasc our foo
of the hon. Members—one

cultivation or scientific cultivation.
question ol land-settlement policy of the Government had cropped up and if five

bers had vehemently r;ppt,s:;d it, there had been also perhaps an equal nui Ler who
had been morc vocal thaitt the Government of Assam arc not doing l|l,,.‘;l. -: ,l'“-u : vith-
holding sctthmcnt of this land or growing any foodstull 11,,.1.(.‘5[, ]'w.'l'“’." Im\. ‘hun-
Friends in this Housc to listen to this part of my statement very ‘;;,,-,‘.['u“ ; '-l-}l,. ltl uestion
has not only been agitating our mind but it has gone higher up ‘1:’1(.] it 18 L} . Cletis
tral Government who has taken this matter up, i. e., Assam sl-oull(l not l;- ‘1;1 "C(
to keep her _cu!turablc waste lands as fallow lands. During the It)n)' 'I':; - (E-?\od
Committec 1n which our Friend Mr. Whittaker represented the l;l'c;;'ill.!:‘r' ll'n{ -'“n
the Minister of Agriculture, Bengal, raised this question and the imagin: :', ; s;'dtll;-
Members in that conference went so far that Mr. Whittaker was lit‘(:l_n.-'l;.]"“”ll f)~l<l -Il
to press the Government of Assam not to take up a negative policy ; Ml '\Wll."c, kb_(_
sent S.0.S. or an urgent request O supply him with up-to-date fi;_fu;‘:-- lj‘.l ]rlu‘l f'}l
lands were available and how much had been already settled. 1 ::,:-i[ 1::,“; -:n‘:l.(,’-]

to show not only to the G()V(:rnxmrxlthl"In:lii):

comprehensive and detailed statement
from other provinces that Assam had

but also to other Members or Representatives
done their bit in this matter. In reply to a certain question, my Hon’ble Friend the

Minister for Revenue gave figures Lo show that if two hundred thousand bighas o

land have been settled with 1mmigrants, four times more of these lands have been
the course of last five years. As a matter

—sett}ed with thé indigenous people during
of fact, Igaveadetailed history of the whole system of land i o P
adopted not from the prcsent moment but ever since the rc:f'orm];U]vl\:Jgn}l:ttl \?’\:dh'LWL
this Province. It is up to the hon. Members of this House to tell Il- here into
they would like the policy which the Government of Assari 2o Jte(]lm ’Wllctl}cl
which was shared by many Members of this House from either sic[lc T‘d policy
the Conference of 1940 wherein the Members of the Congress Grou Tril lrufer -
Schedule Castes and Hindus and Moslemns sat together for three da [;’ i 11)"1 People,
was that the policy came out in 1942. This policy was that certa?n c‘u-( -‘d-le e
waste lands should be rcscrvcd for future expansion. All the uvailabflc antity of our
in big blocks were to be settled amongst the four communities, namel g;’atstcfl"fmds’
Moslems. In my opinion, Sir, this pOIiCyY,WaSs ca(;lg;;::ds

Scheduled Caste, Tri})al and Wl
: the ol = and it is best fitted to meet the requirements of tl
s of the

‘hy every section O 5
eople who wantito make Assam. their own home. 1 was told, whil >
B. R. Sen, LGS, Director General of Sup,p‘i; ;Vfljscwgze;tIDelhx
was,

last month by Mr. 4 e
that he had been asked by Hon ple Sir Jawala Prasad Srivasta _
ds could be brought under plouvgah to l\f})rUtS‘z‘,Ir)l tci)l him zsl
. . appen

note how best Assam’s waste ]an R
and there
h ore he has got some knowledge of the

to be 1?rought up at Dibrugar
condition of Assam. He is at present the Additional Secreiary 10 the G
o the overnment O

India in the Supply Departmerit- The Food Member himself
Yobindia wants to €ome to Assam and cultivate Gov suggested to me that
Jovern ment waste lands—

Government of.

which f,:)r1 political reasons, we have not settled with a .

; Corps.- 1 know becaust I have seen with m)‘zy orxfr? ple—wxlth the, Alaler
ecyes that most of the

Pioneer i G !
ary Pionccr Corps come from Travancore who are generally Christi i
Yy hristians an the

e -
-

wi, o
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2 ant to know
: % _ . So,nowl w
others come from the Punjab who are generally h!oslcn}:;.m_inéc SR keep
from hon. Members whether it is to the benefit of the Ir

. ity or to allow
. : : yur necessity o

the reigns in our own hand and settle the lands “C“O.fd‘“sf fi(z“l)ioncer Corps. I appeal
the Government of India to do whatever they like with the and say wherher it is

to every thinking Member to consider this point very c;u'cfull}',k‘ e placaltpER
better that the immigrants from Bengal should come and tll:l -Llcthcf 8 AR T s
home as has been done by as many as three lakhs of people = ‘:j] cultivate and after
the people from Travancore and the Punjab shmll_d q“ng~‘1?\ritlli“ our own control
exploiting the land should go away. In one case 1t WﬂE. ('-'11 Government. Sir, in
and in the other case, we will be at the mercy of the L-t,lmi GoTeanme e T s
my humble opinion, I should say that we should not allow the

to step in on this matter on the plea that the war is on. if the hon. Members had

As regards intensive cultivation, Sir, I don’t know i g e
noticed some statements Plll)llshvd by the Department ol Agr'l'll";,. e stal'teél e
trying their level best to introduce new variety of paddy. - HT'“}& (;ro-anisation of the
work in Tea gardens because probably they thought that the gres dbn THew havs
Tea Industry will see to 1t that the Departmental activities are pushel 0 ST
issued suflicient improved varicties of paddy seeds to two ]n_mdred thous e
rice land that is owm-(; by rl)c Tea Industry. This entire land 1s l;ci\: dg 2 g
improved rice. The Economic Botanist, Dr.” Nandi, who saw me ale .}ldago,
stated that he has been able to evolve two varieties of paddy rcccntl)"—oncd yle[.ﬁs: as
much as 48 maunds per acre and the other 50 maunds per acre. If we had suflicient
farms to grow these heavy yielding varieties and issued to all the cultlvatorsf\fe would
not be charged that we have hcfcn cm}tpluccm in the matter. As a matter of lact, how
best to increase the preduce of the foodstufly of the Province has been agitating my
mind ever since I took up the charge of Food Supply Department. _

Sir, I am obliged to you for lm\'ing given me an hour qnd a fcut mmu‘tes more
on this general statement of the case. T will take up, therefore, very sholxtly the
recommendations of the House as was expressed by the very many hon.  Members
in their speeches. I find a family resemblance in all the facts that cropped c:lp 1n '_:he
very many speeches. 1 find that their recommendations may be classified uré}er dsg“en
heads. The first suggestion not only of my Friend Mr. Magbul Hussain I raudhury
but also of Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee is to find out method rather to apply methods
to find out the surplus. Both the hon. Members who have given great ﬂ?oug'hts
to this subject l.c(.;ommcnd that a  survey of g paddy lands under rice cultlvat_l-()n
should be immediately taken up.. \Vt? have heard, Sir, that the total area under rice
cultivation is 50 lacs of acres. -Even if we say that the average holding is 5 acres,
we will have to check 10 lacs of l_loldmgs in this survey. JThe amount of:nme that
will be necessary and the expenditure that will be invqlved may well bepjudged, I
may be told why not take the trouble of appointing amins and mandals ? - Ask the
cultivators, as recommended by my Friend Mr. Mookerjee to show what he Has. The
best refutation of tluf: process that was recommended by him came from an unexpected

uarter, viz., my Friend Mr. Rabindra Nath Aditya. A little stock-taking in his Sub.-
3ivision of Karimganj, not L{nc_ler the orders of Government but probably as an experi-
ment by the D“‘-R‘“Y Conm}lSSlOner, started such a panic_among the cu_luvators that
they refused to disclose their stock. If we start an all-wide survey of this nature and
ask the cultivator what the area undqr his q111t1v51t10n is, he, an 1lhtcrrate one, will eithey
not give the proper area, or at best his replies will be a guess work. It has also been
Suggcstcd by t}_1e same hon. Melpb_cr_ that measures should be taken ; I think, I
beiter quote his words because this is important :— .

(1) To open registers in villages immediately throughout the Province with
to record (a) the name of each cultivator, (b) the area of hisland under
cultivation, (¢) total quantity of crop when harvested......:
tor tell an enquirer what is the quantity nf crops he hfas harvested unless ihalibsbes
recourse to actual measurcment by weighing it ? : I-f w1tl_10ut any weighing, he gives
out a figure that will be his guess work as the statistics which the Government produces
before the House and the House refuses to take them as mere guess work,

a view

paddy
How can the poor cultiva-

—
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arlier stage that our aim is the same but our method
Il a3 my aim are to scc whether there is 2
tortuous and difficult
Sir, is an anti-

Sir, I started by saying at an ¢

of approach is different. Their aim as we
The road which they want to follow is long,
recommendation,

surplus or not.
whereas I go by the admitted figures. Their next

hoard drive, a phrase which catches the eyes but carries very little meaning. In the

end this, declaim very stoutly that there is any hoard at

be

those who recomim
f fact, they cay there is no surplus and thercfore there cannot
can’t bring out a non-existent thing.
Friend as well as cveryone in
crop, which in ceriain places they are harvesting

first place,
all. As a maiter O
any hoard. So you

Sir, the experience
the prospect of this bumper

the countury is that with

e of my
and n

other places they will be harvesting in a fortnight, they are now bringing out whatever
they had stocked in their granary before to make room for the new crop. ‘I'herefore,
without a1y drive we have a‘:}?”’wfd the object which  my hon. l'lllt‘htlﬁ recommend.
Then their recod mendation is to prevent all exports. In this matter I have
Alteady said, iy, that we are at onc with them and we have ricd our level best by
putting up all kinds of orders ur.ulg-r tiut‘ much malign Defence of India Rules. It
is the greed of our pcnpif:; tl‘nc trading lcl:xss, that our endeavours are sct at n;;ug}!i
in this matter- hé.ch a._l.r:-:,idy sought the eollabo~ation of my I'riends and I hope it
will be rortheoming m th‘l's matter. _ ‘ |
Fourthly, they say, 5_!!‘, grow more food. 1 l|f1Vt: just 'nr;w: told the House rhat
we adopted this policy of grow more food long betore the Government ol India started
and within the Jimits f)f our funds, we have done our level d!;r-.rs"t. | Chere was certain
eriticism that our entire scheme has not  been '.’-lflfjp'[i:f(l’ an 'Fhat we receive step-
motherly treat ment from rhc_(}'aw:rnmcnt’of Indu,_l. : I'o .tlccrll:tln extent, this criticism
:s correct. Bt in .or'd(-r to give the true fact I will _]us'tdu:ll tln_s‘much that my Hon’ble
Colleague, the Ag:-:qultljr!: Minister went upto D(:”!l,a.nl- ‘ -)Y'f'”hl’ sweet reasonableness
he got Rs. 9 lacs as m.tcr(:st-rr(_:c loan and R.f;. 4 lacs as lrec g.r l;u. r-r)m, the Government
of India. This does not satisfy us or does not n_u:ct }qur ;‘_cél t:‘:.rr;«.nm but this is a
matter so vital for the people that we should pursue this policy with the ameount that
( ot. y .
s h'%\}’; a;ilfl'ﬁla:z’l’gﬁ“iom Sir, that comes from my h(‘)_n.f 1'1(‘111:‘11(]“1“5" “supply  all rice
wherever is needed andcontr"gl the price of all kinds ol .nq -s:;rl:]‘; A We are already
following this very method, Sir. Our procurement agency 13 emp ny(,‘(l“not merely for
pioDeS hing which s meant tor export but also to see that deficit arcas within
sending é_lnYt m‘cévcn" within a District are supplicd with rice. We have done our level
the Province r;r ¢ o of all kinds of food-stuffs and here to a certain extent we have
best to contr(I)J;-ut e . extent, there has been instances where goods meant ‘fm-
succccd(f_ trolled pric : ltsAl Wa}’dm s PBut it has F
ofiteering, wehave one our utmost. Butit has fallen short of
ach black marketing. We have now taken the help of the Co-opera-
entirely stopP “851 menl.'ioﬂed’ Sir, thag already 200 co-operative consumers’ SOCIi)c‘[ics'
stration of 300 more are lying with the Co-operative

tive movemICn ™ g papers for 168 gt
e fu.nctloﬂmf-’:; here is every hope that all these 300 societies will be registered and
LRer - andsIirequest the hon. Members of this House to advise ‘thc

Departmeﬂﬁ an tor st
they will be f}».ﬂ;"; constitucf}cws antc)ll localities to start consumers’ socicties on co-
peoplc’Of therr oo that they will be abc to earn some little money for themselves and
operative basis A food-stufls: (zovernment is at one with them in this matter
get a surc suppP’y he Leader of the (klommunllsn Party, Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy, has
Frien A shouldeshe “taken advantage (?f. As Provincial Leader gf thi
urged thaavhls E:»ont of Assam, 1 also like to utilise this National War Front Organisatio;
ar capese et L welcomeifvery kind of help in this matter so that this ver
foriehe g -%f sale 1M the bl'?Ck Fnarb o be. stopped. b2
ce dation 15“‘31;i out the introduction of rationing throughout the
Ve s:::lart};e -q Ic\l/fy own idea is to flourish the growth in the
: nte sced and the plantis growin d i :
: 1 way: My hon. Fri g and it will take
normal Wi full grown trec. g n. Friend suggests to uproot the mature tree
time to at it in Assam by startlng ning throughout the Province. This is essential

black-market. To avoid this nefarious

e ——
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?.':‘(l] l::"l‘“::lll li“-d':l f‘hiu“.:a' c'.;llliﬂlg.ﬂl\" m?tl not speedily, as my Friend wants us to do.
itin the po t ft_p.f-.lll.\ by experimenting in the towns and then we hope to introduce
. -ll areas.
lle\_‘l :-l;:-lli;::l hull'l!ul ll.w lcl-;_mt rrrcm:‘x_m-mlminn, Sir, is th‘nt Lh‘crc shou_ld l)c'a _ccnt_ral
nm].l“.cml“(.)lln\ l-'ll|ll-m|\l.'ll ;kc‘, to deliberate on the question of _pl‘nductmn, distribution
Upper House I,III(I(, = ';’”j:i“-ln.‘:\.‘(‘n'!n'!'l‘)‘!il‘(l of }lv:}\‘lwlx of this ’Ho‘usc as well as the
of the House I ;“‘ -"‘_f'm l'\- sf.\lg-ql‘ Sir, th‘;u in this matter 1 \_vull follow the dictates
the.Housas are re iy “("f'l" g ‘f:' the top of the Economic Advisery Board where both
only be constit 'l‘ _’_’l“ ;‘ "..‘“‘ N I“' ole time body composed of Members of Legislature
other dav .Im“ H\‘l' i ::Il ‘r‘j"t‘,l'l“f my duc consideration. But, as I have stated the
should not be B L }” ers Wil consicer my suggestion that the same sct-of members
c in both the Boards.
aru.r:?iq":'t'l_i;::u-(:s((.ll(- ,!.{f‘.'!:".){mll'1,::"0?1 .Bn:-ll\'l, I‘lm\-v already pas§cd orders immediately
wind } . t-)(.l( q':n (“”u.' 01 4 n_glll.\l‘ l.l‘\l.- ‘('“\'t‘l‘mm'.n[ m:\chmcry ulwnys move slow
' therr redtapism. T am not in a position to mention before the House any of the
111{:1““‘S of 'ood Committees so far formed. My hon  Iriend Babu Karuna Sindhu
ifpenicd,that there should be Peonlers Food Commitees. T can' il him' that the
al yse s matter is only in name. 1 would also like
t(') tell my I'riend Babu Karuna Sindhu Rov that I want him in my chionai Food
Committee not only as a representative of the people of Sunamgani bt ‘also - as an'hon.
Member of this House. To constitute the Regional Food ]3(;'1:“(‘1 1 have also ordered
that every Member of _lhis I-lous.v as well as Ui’l‘t'l‘ House andt:r. ‘rcprc;cntative of - the
people in ll_lc person of the .Ch;}“"umn of & I\Iuni(‘ipzllil\-‘ and-Lecal anr(f should belhn
that committee. And I think if this body takes up ble wmatiensesonsly they will be
l)(\l.lll(l to influence the democratic heart of our Deputy COmmi%ionc.rs‘ "and e
their officers If they cannot crack their nut, there is another swift democratic
heart ; let them approachme and 1 will see whether I cannot crack the nut for them.

Sir, I think, I have touched every point that have been raised. Iagain give all
my hon. Friends the assurance that I will look into all their criticisms and suggestions
and will give my best consideration to them. I have been able, I think, to persuade
the House to sec that our aims have been the: Yeitne though ou’r methods may have
been different.

With these words, Sir,- I resume  my  seat with an offer of thanks to.my hon.
Colleagucs of the House who have spent about 85 minutes of their time in listening
to my speech.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. There are three Motions* be-
fore the  House. One was moved by hoa. Maulavi Muhammad Magbul . Hussain
Chaudhury, and one bv hon. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury. These two Mo-
tions :arc . practically ‘the same. There -are three amendments{ to the first: Motion
moved by Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury. The third Motion ‘was
moved by Maulavi'Abdur Rahman and to this Motion there are two amendments®*,
So far.as the first and second Motions are concerned, according to well known Parlia-
mentary practice regarding Motions of this nature, there is .no necessity of putting .them
to the vote of the House. Their object was to discuss the food situation in the Province.
And they have really achieved their object by starting the discussion-which -gave scope
to some hon. Members to put forward proposals in the shape of the three amendments

#1. Maulavi- Mubhammad ' Magbul Hussain Chaudhury to move :—
¢¢That this:Assembly do proceed to consider the food situation. of ‘the: Province”,
~Maulavi Abdul DBari Chaudhury
2. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed to move: —
Maulavi Abdur Rahman
¢That this Assembly is of opinion that the extremely grave sjtuation arising out of :the, .acute shorts
age of food-stuffs and the abnormal prices thereof in the Province be taken into lconsidcr'ttif’.ﬂ”-
3. Maulavi Abdur Rahman to move :— :
That this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of .Assam do itute a special Com-
mittee of seven members consisting of officials and non-officials, with nggfgicli;al majoﬁﬂ’ to be

.
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Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy and hon. Srijut Bura-

gohain. So these three amendments to the first Motion have practically become
substantive Motions and I shall put them to the House as such. I shall li‘r;t‘ (-']:‘-(Im()'
the Motiun of hon. Mr. Mookerjee. Now that Motion has placed a scheme i'l ( 31”-
proving the food situation in the Province before the House (:nm'isliusrln.l' 8 :'l 'l("l ml
of which is a distinct pro_nr)sal. Therefore, having listened to the (It'i‘mt(- II‘ I[i‘." ti-JLi:
would be proper for me, in order to give full freedom of vote to all the ,_\f(.ml:,l.ll.:' to

moved by hon. Mr. Mookerjee, hon.

nominated by the Government to draw up a definite programme Lo deal with the economic and f ood

problems of the Province and 1o regulate the supply policy”.
+Amendments to Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul Hussaii: Chaudbury’s Motion on the food situation

of the Province.—
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE to move :—

«Taking the food situation into consideration this Assembly is of opinion that in order t Yoctiv
ly tackle the preseat food situation and to improve the econamic condition of the oravi i eflec ';‘,"
ke the following measures amongst others at. once :— provinc~ the Go-
s in villages immediately throughout the province with a view to record (a) the
0 a) -

area of his land under paddy cultivation, (¢) total quantity of crop
pendents in the family of each cultivator below ?lml' ll;c:vi(‘

1
..

vernment do-ta
(1} Toopen register
name of cach cultivator, (b, the
when harvested, (d) number of members of de
12 vears of age s€p wrately.
) T & - T 5 .
y (2) To prevent export from the province hefore knowing the actual surplus, if any, and to allow inter=
district export of foo lgrains within the province. allow inte
(3) To pursuc vigorous anti-hoarding drive.

(4) To prevent profiteering by all possible severest means.
‘The Grow-More-Food Campaign be properly handled by an expert and qualifieed
' uahifice

(5)
officer.
6) To set up Regional Food Advisory Boards throu hout the ince el
suppgy)aml pricc.P g ry ughou 1e province to regulate the production,
n cards throughout the Province.

(1) ‘To introduce ratio

e adequate arrangements for supplies of all kinds of essential foodstufls and otl
it er neces-

8) To mak
saries of life.”
2. Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN to move :—
¢province’ at the cn 1 of the original Motion the following be added :—

«¢That after the word
‘and that this Assembly is of opinion that the Government do take the following among -
measures without delay. . . . ; st othe
(a) Introduction of rationing all over the province including the rural arcas ; and
food-stuffs including milk, mecat, eggs and fish.!”

(b) Fixation of price of all essential

NIRENDRA NATH DLEV to move:

3- Babu
thc clld ()f th(f or 'ginz],] V’(lti()[ the r s
. l 0] lOWIng bc

word «Province’  at

«¢That after the
¢ the Government of Assam do refrain from making any

added :— " [
‘and that this Assembly is of opinion tha
purchases of rice or paddy on their own account.
## Amendment to Maulavi Abdur Rahman’s Motion
deal with the economic and fooc

draw up a programmec to
1. Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN  to move:
substituted :—

<“That for the original Motion the following be

AR

regarding constitution of a Committe
1 problem of the Province— miktes 0

¢That this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do set u

: : y : p a Standi -
mittee (t)fdse}:en members of the Assam Legislature, five to be eclected from this House g:age gml]:c
?Or:;lr;af: Ofystht 1G(wernment'f‘ rom among the members of the Legislative Council and the Minister=
in Tlg_ upply to act as its Chairman, to advise the Government from time Lo time on blems
and policy connected with civil Supply of the Province!.” ”’ probiem

9. Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY to move i—

€ -
<“After the word Government’ in the fourth linc the following shall be added :—
3’ 33

¢and to be taken from all parties of the Province

I —— -
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put each these
first put to the vore
lll('“l.

i'.'ﬂ'lu.\‘_!i_\ s¢

of the

81

Hous= the first item of

The t!l](‘_\li“ll IS :

“‘I I!i\i”f_' l]l(' 5"('[' \illl;l[i(\n illtl\ CO1
order to ecffectively  tackle the

parately to the vote of the House.

isideration this
present food situati

ON IN THE PROVINGE 1091
Therefore, I shall

Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee’s amend-

Assembly is of opinion that in
on and to improve the economic

Condition of the Province, the Governmeny do take the lollowing measures amongst
Others at once :

(1) To open registers in villages imtm‘di;noly throughout thesProvince with a view
to record (-”’\ the name of each rufn\-ntnr, (b) the area of his land under pa.ddY culti-

Vation, (¢) total quantity of crop when h
] ) . = . . Yare

Qents in the family of each cultivator below and

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN (

oTorder, Sir. In view ot e St

Constructive scheme, will it be better 1o put the

M

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : N .
Contains several parts and as from the
Agree on all parts, ll_lt' .s.}llnp. “Un_lh
the items Theretore, in order to gjy,

this is
debate
er of votes

I

arvested, {d)

" Mookerjee’s
scheme as

1t

¢ free latitud

number

of members or depen-
above 12

years of age separately”.
IAUDHURI: May Irise to a point
amendment represents one
a whole ?

10 doubt a constructive scheme which
appears that all Members do not
4y not cither accept or reject each: of
¢ to cach of the hon. Members to

m

€Xpress his opinion on each of  these parts of the amendment, T am adopting this
Procedure.
The Assembly then divided.
AYEs—]0
1. Babu A.kS}m},: ]Kl{l]]:::h?:‘s 0, Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha.
2. Mr. Bmdl?':umlll)-im Rerjce. . Babu RandahSain Rt
S P ~1rail S, : e :
2: ;)1‘.1:]1,1:. ]];:P:" Chandra Medhi. : Slf-!m Laks:ht.:sv?r Borooah y
5 };LIIU Dakshina  Ranjan  Gupta ?- Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri.
i al)l?mdhuri- 10. Baby Nirendra Nath Deb.
Nogrs—3¢
1. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid g§j, 10." Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.

amad Saadulla.
MuhI":I‘:;‘nsble Mr. Naba Kumap

11,

Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbab

2. Th Chaudhury. Dy

D(iltta. . 12. Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja.
3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munawwar 13. Khan Sahib Maulavi Muhammad

li. N i Amiruddin. h3

4. Tf}e] Hon’ble  Srijut  Hirendra 14. Maulavi Muhammad Amjad Ali.

Chandra Chakravarty._ ) 15. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat
S. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi Ali.

Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhurij. 16. Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul Hus-
6. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Nath sain Chaudhury., _

Saikia. . ’ 17. Khan  Bahadur Maulavi Mufizur
7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin Rahman,

Chaudhuri. 18. Shams-ul-Ula.rna Maulana Abu Nasr
8. The Hon’ble Kha? Bahadur Mau- Md. Waheed.

i Sayidur Rahman, - :

9. T‘}:::Vho;xblc Miss Mavis Dunn, 19. Mr. F. W, Blennerhassett, 3
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25. Mr. R. A. Palmer.

20. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath Brah-
26. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.

ma.
91. Babu Bipin Behari Das. - Gt Ea_ne o Wt
22. Rai Sahib Doulat Chandra Gohain. 2:' Sriju .Bulrhhl. - ]‘m.“'
23. Srijut Surendra Nath Buragnhﬂin, 28. Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan.
94. Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul Agaitd, 29 M b Goldsmith.
30. Srijut Karka Dalay Miri.

* Chaudhury.
The question was negatived.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: On a point of order as regards the

other items.... 5

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : As regards other items, from the wand of 308

debate 1 find it 18 only item No. 7 which is a bit contentious. All other items are

non-contc_-ntipus. Is it not so ? Do the hon Members think that itemm No, 7 i‘i‘-!-llil

contentious ? 8 i
ahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALIL: As the views expressed by the hon.

Khan B .
Member arc the same as the views of the Hon’ble Premier what is the use of killing

the time of the House ? 1 think they may be withdrawn.
Thc'Hon’blc the SPEAKER . No. Having put onc part of the Motion to the vote
1 think it is necessary for me to put the other parts t0 the vote of the House, 1 take
it then that all other parts of the Motion arec non-contentious. [ am ])uui-mﬂr th'vm

together. e,
The question 18 ¢
<“T'hat the Government do take the following
2) To prevent export from the Province
any, and to allow inter-district export of foodgrains wit
3) To pursuc vigorous anti-hoarding drive.
st means.

(4) To prevent profiteering by all possible severes
(5) The Grow-More-Food Campaign be properly handled by an expert and

qualified officer. )
6) To st up Regional Food Advisory Bo
the production, supply and price.
7) To introduce ration cards throughout the Province.
8) To make adequate arrangements for supplies of all kinds of essential foodstufls

and other necessaries of life”
(A division was claimed by the Hon’ble Pre mier.)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : When I told the House that the other i
of the Motion were non-contentious, my statement was not challenged. (él p{azits
not see what 1s the meaning in asking for a Jivision now. However, I am tlil?owinf:
o

the division.
The Assembly_ then divided.

measures amongst others at once :—
before knowing the actual Sllt-[)["(; : »
hin the Province. i

ards throughout the Province to regulate

Aves—21.

1. Raja Ajit Narayan Dev of Sidli. 11. Srijut Jogendra Narayan Mandal.
2. Babu Akshay Kumar Das. 12. Babu Kamin! Kumar Sen. £
2. fr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 13. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.

. Babu Balaram Sircar. 14. Srijut Lalfshesvar Borooah,

5. Srijut Beliram Das. 15, Baby Lalit Mohan Rar,

6. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi. 16. Srijut Rohinl Kumar Chaudhuri.
7. Babu Bipin Behari Das. 17. Babu Ni{)cnfilra II\\ITatE Db,
g. Babu Dakshina R Yo ot 18. Babu Rabindra ath Aditya.

Chaudhuri.ma AR Gupt.a 19. Srijut Ram Naﬁ‘;h]-lﬁs. ] et
9. Srijut Ghanash . -+ 20. Maulavi Md. i Haidar 'Khan.
oy Shima 21. Khan Bahadur Maulavi ‘Mamed

10. Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha, Ali.
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Nors—29.

1. The Hon’'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir 13, I\'Iﬂlllﬂ.\’i S)'Cd Abdur R‘.dllf. }
Muhammad Saadulla, ‘ 4. Maulavi Dewan Muham mad Ahbab
2. The Hon'ble Mr. Naba Kumar Chaudhury.
Dutto, 15. Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja,. .
3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munawwar 16. Khan Sahib Maulavi Muhammad
Ali. - Amiruddin,
4. The Hon'ble Srijut Hirendra Chane 17 Maulavi Muhammad Amjad Ali.
dra Chakravarty. 18. Khan Bahadur Maulavj Keramat
5. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi Al it
Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhui, 19, Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul Hus.
6. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Nath sain Ch:mdliin'y.
Saikia. 20. Khan Bahadur = Maulavi Mufizur
7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Magin Rahman.
Chaudhuri. 21. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.
8. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulayi 22. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett.
Sayidur Rahman. 23. Mr. R. A. Palmer,
9. The Hon’ble Miss Mavis Dunn, 24. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
10. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath %(") ﬁll'ijult3 Bideshi Pap s
rahma. 26. Mr. Binode Kumay y )
11, l{l:l:;m lllirlhndm' Hazt Abdul Mayjid 27. Mr. C. Goldsmith.J BATan:
Chaudhury. 28. Mr. Jobang D, Marak.
12. Maulavi Abdur Rahman. 29. Srijut Karka Dalay Mip,

The question was .ll:.t‘s?'.'tll'\rt:d‘_
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER . Then comes the amendment of Mr. B; .
I find there are two parts in the tmendment, the first part is Practicall rlzt uragohain,
M. Mookerjee’s .-nnvn(lmon'(,‘ Is thing m Sl " uragohain,
Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN ;. Yes, Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ‘. Though item No.7 has not be
the House has voted on it all('n_l::,\\'lth other items, Therefore it is ;
the first part of Mr. Buragohain’s amendmen; to the vote. I am Putting ¢}
Part. ) ) .
The question is:
<«This Assembly is ol opinion that the Government do t
other measures Wil_]lt)llt_fli‘.l]:i‘)'r‘: P
Fixation of price ol &l essential foodstu including milk, meat, eggs and figh »
The Assembly then divided., 4

ake the f‘ollméing ;iii]dngﬁ

i g, AYeSioT :
1. Raja Ajit Nal-;w;ynn ]-JC\’ O‘i Sidlj, 11. Babu Karuna .Sind.h:U'Roy‘
2. Babu Akshay Kumar Das. 12. Srijut Lakshesyar B A
3. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjec. 13. Babu Lalit Mohon Kay.
4. Babu Balaram Sircar. 14. Srijut R_ohmi Kuma,r Chaudh"”*
5. Srijut Beliram Das. . 15. Babu Nyrt::?lq:a'Ngt’h Dot
6. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi, 16. Srijut Purandar Sarmgy
7. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chay- 17. Babu Rabindra Nap Adity,
dhuri. 18. Rai Sahib Doulat Gl d‘fayé" o it
8. Srijut Ghanashyam Das. ' 19. Srijut Ram Nath Das. ohajp
9. Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha. 20+ Srijut SE‘rcnd}"a,Nath Bupistioy -,
10, Babu Kamini Kumar Sen. ~ 21. Maulavi Md. A};* afd'-‘-vag‘).hain.
. N Noes—28 <Ll dar Khap'
Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir 4. Maulavi Syed"Abg.te v
. Thlﬁ/[uhammad Saadulla. 5. Maulavi Deway dE{IROUf oy
2.‘ Thc Hon:ble MI". Naba Ku‘mar 3 Chaudh_ury‘ ﬂmmad Ahbab
Dutta. * 4 ) 6. Maulavi Deway, AL St 2,
3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munwwar 7. Khan Sahib ny.o . Raja;

Al Amiruddin’ WAV Muhammag
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,\"[:ml:n'i Muhammad Amjad Al

hlii{lll. Jahadur Maulavi Keramat
All.

19. Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul Hus-

~

8. The Hon’ble Srijut Hirendra Chan-
dra Chakravarty. e
9. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi

Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhuri.
Mahendra Nath sain Chaudhury.

1
18.

(=

10. The Hon’ble Dr.

°  Saikia. 20. Khan Bah: . , :

11. The Hon’ble Maula¥i Abdul Matin }.fz.'h,,,,.;;f‘_'“!”r Maulavi Mufizur
1. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.

Chaudhuri. 2
12. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi 292. Shams ul-Ulama ;
Sayidur Rahman. ';\';:}1’.“\\’;,1’[:3‘2}1 R iy
23. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das

13 #The Hon’ble Mi_s:s Mavis Dunn.
14. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath Brah- 24. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanu

J 25. Mr. Binode K - F
hadur Hazi Abdul Majid o M O i f vmariroy Jr S,

97. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.

ma.
15. Khan B
28. Srijut Karka Dalay Miri,

Chaudhury-

16. Maulavi Abdur Rahman.
The question Was negatived.
e 5
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now the other amendment of Babu Nirendra Natl
Deb comes- . . o g

The question is: o
2 i : - -

<“That after the word ‘Province’ at the end of the original Motion the followi
¥ O ()\‘Vlng
vernment of Assam do refrain from

his Assembly is of opinion that the Go
unt.”’

and that t /
urchases of rice or paddy on their own acco
as negatived.

The questior . :
e Fon’ble the SPEAKER : I am putting the amendment of Srijut Sur
Nath Buragohain to the Motion of hon. Maulavi Abdur Rahman. ' Surendra
The questlon 15 ¢ ) e
his Assembly 18 of opinion that the Government of Assam do  set
: up a

bt t itt f seven Meml [ th |
: ttee of sevel hers of the Assam Legislature five
Standin Cominl d ; LCg ) ¢ to be clected i
tanding oo, be nominated by the Government from amoni the Mcm(lttcif( d from
ter-in-charge of Supply to act as its Cll"lir:nf(:rr) the
= an, to

this Hous¢s © . d b
Legislative Council, andfthc A:{Imu, i
Govcrnmcnt”rom ime to time on probiems and policy connected with civil

vi

advise the r
e Province: .
Supp’l%hc; q};éstion was neg)ativcd_
'ble - the SPEAKER : Now, I am putting the amendment of Bgal
apu

Hon -

Lhe indhu R?Y to the Motion of hon. Maulavi Abdur Rahman.
uestion 18- .

?;'ljl‘;;?t after the w?rd ‘Government’ in the fourth line the following shall be ;

¢And to pe taken from all parties of the Province’. ¢ added :

The qucstion was ‘ncgauvcd.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am putting the 1

Rahman. . iion 84
ue 3 i ini
I'I%;; s ssembly 18 of opinion that the
. of seven members consisting of officials and non-officials it
» with non-

. mmitte : <
Sl?i’:gcfa} Slg,:ority to be nqmmated by the Government to draw up a definite programme
(t)o :1;2:1] wii]h the econommic and food problcms of . the Province and to reguIate trﬁ;

supply I;OhCY-mbl y divided.

nain Motion of Maulavi Abd
>dur

Government of Assam d6 onstinte
b a

The AssC
dar Sarma gl Sahib ‘M
.1. Srijut Puran ar Darma. 6. Khan oSahl! aulavi M
é Krﬁ]an Bg,ll:adur Hazi Abdul Majid Amiruddin. uham mad
Chau! ury. o T Maulavi Muhammad M
5. Maulavi APCPRDIITREE e,
g. M::—:}::; Dewan Muhammad Ahbab 8. Khlz;r;hrlzzil]z.idur Maulavi Mufizur
Ay 0. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.
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10. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das. 14. Maulavi Muhammad {\erad Ali. :
11. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tuanti. 15. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Alj,
12. Mpr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwaau. 16. Mr. Jobang D. Mnrak: i

13. Mr. C. Goldsmith. 17. Srijut Karka Dalay Miri.

Noes—22 5

1. Raja Ajit Narayan Dev of Sidli. 12. Babu Karuna bl\ndhulRoy,

2. Babu Akshay Kumar Das. 13. Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin.

3. Mr. Dairdvanath Mookerjee, 14, Srijut .1.:1}_<Shcs\'ur 130‘_'00ah.

l Babu Balaram Sircar. 15. Babu I‘-:}ht Mohon Kar.

5. Srijut Beliram Das. ‘ 1. Babu Nirendra Nath Deb.

6. Srijut Bepin (,Ih.m_t!;-,i Medhi, 173 B;tl_\u R.}lnndm Nath Aditya. .

7. Babu Bipin Behari Das. I8. Rai Sahib Doulat Chandra Gohain.
8. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupwa Chau- 19, Srijut Ram Nath Das, -

dhuri. 20, Srijut Surendra Nath Buragohain.

9. Srijut Ghanashyam Das. 21, Maulavi Md. Ali Haidar Khan.
10. Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha. 22. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mahmud

11. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen. Al
. I'he question was negatived.

Discussion under the proviso to Rule 40

of the Assembly Rules Re: the
Provincial Motor Tr

ansport Organisation

Mr. BAIDYANATH .\1()()1{]:‘,1{.]121’,:_ Mzr. Speaker, Sir, T am sorry that in

.« discussion, I shall have to dvu} with the conduct of a lady. 1t is needless
“”‘“” . that we Indians are never  behind any nation in the world in showing res-
to say ;h(‘ ladies anq gnving  them their dues. Sir, here in Assath, we have oot
.[)‘.](?tlrl‘;\-lirli;i‘("' in this House and g lady President in the other House. These
(t‘wt‘:( i stances clearly show how we respect and give the dues to our ladjes. Sir, I

it I)UI'SU””’] acquaintance with the wife of our Provincial Motor Transport
C]'av:’t.rnllf-r and hence Iam not in g position
O1

7 : to say anything either in favour or
apainst her from my personal experience. But, Sir, the reports we got and are
;{%{tingr from the people of Shillong are so very disgusting and numerous that we

] Leen compelled to - ask so many Questiongs regarding this Motor Transport Or-
ave - i 2 e 3 U L b

rl’l\ E-;-uion- Sir, the number ot original and supplementary Questions Were so man:

?L“:}ii‘s particular matter that the situation demands a discussion and, Sir, you have

n i

. v rightly given us a chance to cliscpss the subject. Now coming to the manage-
50 V“yi. the Organisation what do we find ? At the time of moving his Motion
o -024-111 of November, 1942, for the approval of expenditure from the revenues
on t{"‘ province by this House, the Prime Minister said “Sir, the difficulty
of e ansport by Rail and by Steamer I have mentioned on various occasions and
about It_fI‘1 discussing the last Motion of mine. Yesterday various hon. Members
also whi clnentionecl the great difficulties of the travelling public in regard to road
?ad gal')lg?t___l mean transport by means of motor vehicles, that

rans

T : © country hag
rienced since the beginning of this year, with the result that the public hag
exper ‘

M one place
of movement

elt .at inconvenience in transporting their goods and themselves fro
fcllq %rt(ilcr Also great difliculies are being experienced in the matter
o e : aries of life.
of Vltall l:,zcets(i?d the House that this situation arose for two reasong one is th
I I:C(;essity felt by the Central GO\’ernmem_; for rationing the gy ply of petroti
.urgent. the public including the transport Companies and lately, by the acis
1ssued t]f the Military of the available motor transports, for Milita p ko
sition 'zular sections of Assam. Buses and goods lorries that were plying i %
= partlks and corners of the Province were hurricdly taken away ang gi\:l:a;:;
ous n(')l(')tary authorities for use by them for the effective defepce of the %r;vince
ik lellndia as a whole from enemy aggression. Be 1t said tqo the. creditiofih e
;221}31?3 of Assam that they cheerfully bore all these difficultie

_ ¢ ¢s that were brought
home to them Dby this sudden stoppage ol motor transports ip theﬁ Province

.......
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My proposition was that in view of the fact _lhr;_"' e _'h: _?":'f':\ {'_?:;l“"’ tl }i"_""_'_ "‘ l;m
apprehension that the Railway and the Steamer I‘l._tmi;n:l -i '.“.]"..‘-I .-”.i ]?‘f’ _ 1.11\(. ns‘ !(?l:
the wagon capacity nor shipping space for utilization by the ~civil public, and in view
of the fict that the Province is suffering for deficiency of road transport, we pro-
pose to embark on a system of commercial undertaking ¥ : )
vincial Government—and start a l’”"! of motor vehicles l"'”!?*‘ Y 7];1.3‘“1., new \‘C_hl-
cles and partly by repairing old V(tll‘lf.',l!"v released [J\_.‘.EII!T Ml“-l-”.' v, -H'Hl. _-.']H,,- taking
ndvanta;zc‘ of the offer made by the Tea !'ld:l—‘-“&‘v We hope, -“I}-I that if t.h!ﬁ_ I)ﬂfpl
can I)e (l‘rg?lniSCd an(l ;ul[ni:]islcr(:d '[).I'f)]):-rll:" motor ll';tll_‘-])rzf-t '\‘.-].[ Iy _!'.'..'l!.!"ll‘ !"
every creck aned corner of the Province to the great benefit of the passenger traffic
and for the transit of goods which 15 cssentially necessary at this time when there
is a dearth of food-stuffs and staple focd-stuffs such as rice and paddy have to be
moved from ore part of the country to the other.” ' g

Also, Sir, in the explanatory note you wnll_lmr] that this ()'r_s;.m‘u.nu..u was start-
ed primarily to give benefit to thegeneral public and fo-  meecting the  cjyil needs.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member knows that the discussion will
last for Balf an hour and the Hon’ble Prime Minister must get suflicient tjme for
reply. _

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEFL : Sir, while we wrn-’{l:smlsqi“_“. this sub-
ject siren sounded the alarm and [ also warned the Hon’ble _ Prime Minister but. as
usual, to no effect rather he began his reply with the following words ;- '

“Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ may satisfy certain entitics but not Mr. ;\l”"k“"il'tr".

-4 new venture for a Pro-

Sir, really I was not satisfied then and even now I am not satisfied . Sir, 1 ath nof
satisfied with the general management of this Organisation, I am not satisfied with
the high pay of the Controller and other officers.  Sir, iI' the Hon'}y), Prime
Minister who runs the administration of the whole Province gets a month)
of Rs.2,000, I do not understand where is the justification that the salary " of ¢}
Motor Transport Controller should be Rs.2,700 pér mensem.  Sir, it cannoy 'n‘ t"i
that the Provincial Government has got no control over the salary of this;m _b‘_“.(
cular officer. Itis not a post the salary of which has been fixed by the S.l).'““'
tary of State for India or by the Central Government like a few all [ndiy SPIA ecre-

Yy salary

Sir, I _enquired from the Hon’ble Prime Minister whether the SCIVICE gy, IWC‘_{:S'
wife of the Controller is gratis and voluntary one just to help hep -ll o the
and whcthcr he would allow the wives of other officers as well to help theiy r ‘l‘uslm.nd
husbands in their work.  But, Sir, no reply was given to that  Thep ur,irai\pcc':.[.ve
the way in }vhlch_ the appointments are made in general and the way  of _l)’, _.&’_”"
ment of outsiders in particular, I am not at all satisficd. I am not sulisfi::lc;l)(\:liltt};

g:;la?ﬁi?g(;ngit‘:cggd{‘g“ed rules and regulation :'E:gurding qualifications, scaleg By

Mite: UAdATsonts Comtl staff.  Sir, (xovr:rnm’(:nts contention is tlm.t by Vi!‘luc[ 0){"

of the domestic affu; ro over Mr. Adamson s d'()ll’l(-sl.!C allairs she is also i s v
estic atiairs of Government Organisation under Mr. Adamso,, Arge

understand b e : - At ¢ ot d

o domesticl:hzﬁ‘c;?mwftm af(F;alrs of a houschold but we have failed to u“dyr;“:“g ‘
> Irs ol a Government isati s she feed 1t & -

and ' look after (i Organisation. Does she feed the cmployees

servants > Then. & :]ntcrest or they are  being treated like so many domestic
ed was Tk ‘Wouid l'}i} Purpolsc of .'s.t;_u-ng't]-us Qlfgamsat:on. as originally explain-
what do wefind py » JCI mostly utilised for cw‘{l population 8 requirement- byt

cived from Goyenn . .t 18 really shameful. From the replics that we have
rec Vernment and the statements made by the Governmen,

ticn alre . : in this
conneé:a; ita wﬁﬁr referred to by me to-day and in reply to a Question of wmize
yesteraay, ¢ perfectly clear that the Organisation is not only run iy o TThE

unbusi “7’3'_hke mldrmef‘_" but also it is not serving the purpose for which it was
origma”}’_ mten‘de(. Government mentioned about the Central Governmen s an
the question of Mr. Adamg?on’s Pay came up for discussions. Sir, may we know
how the Central Government comes in and since whear ?  We ought to have been
informod about 1t ThC-Budget or the Budget Memorandum do not say anything
like that. I therefore requese the Hon’ble Prime Minister to pay special attention
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to the Oreanisation and to take all possible steps so that the Organisation may be
run decently and properly and the first step towards the improvement should be
to make the Organisation free from undue interference {rom the outsiders. Under
po circumstances an outsider should be allowed to have any access {0 Government
iles and to boss over the employees of the Governmment. ‘I'he sooner it is done the
better for all concerned.

Mr. . W. BLENNERHASSETT: Mr. Speaker Sir, I will not take long to
sav what I have to sav—not more than five minutes, and probably not as long. I want
to make three points.  Firstly, had the inherent courtesy towards ladies, which Mr.
Mookerjee said yesterday, alwavs characterised the behaviour of Indian gentlemen to-
wards ladies extended to the office staft’ of (he Provinecial Motor Transport Controller,
we need not now be discussing a lady. 1 think it is a pity that the name of this
lady should have been bre mght into this House at all.

" 'I'he whole thing could have been settled domestically if those who complained to
certain Members of this House had dene so te the Provincial Motor Transport
Controller, and the name of the lady need not have been brought here.

Apart altogether from the way in which this lady carrics out her duties — her
voluntary duties —— 1L 18 quite clear that she undertook those duties with the very best
intentions namely, with the intention of doing her bit to help the war, and also to
help her husband. ) i _

[t was made a subject of complaint yesterday by an hon. Member: that this lady
sits over clerks and makes them do in one hour what it should take seven hours to dc;.
I submit. Sir, that contrary to being censured, if anvhedy can make anybody else these
days get a move on and do a job of work in one hour that normally takes seven hours
to do, that person, irrespective: 01‘_.\‘(‘.\\ deserves the whole-hearted thanks of the entire
country. T would like to add, Sir, that my experience ol the office of the Provincial
Motor ‘I'ransport (1:11'1t-t‘nlllil‘, shows that it is possible to transact business there fiom as
carly as 9.15 A. ,\1,,_111_} as late as 5 p.m., and that I submit, Sir, is an example which
other Government Offices could follow with bencfit. .

#Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT : M. Speaker, Sir, it is rathier
unfortunate that we have to discuss about a lady here. Government by taking this
peculiar action by approving the appointment of the wile of an officer is responsible for
this. 1 know very well there are many good wives in the town of Shillong itself who
will be very glad to share the burden of their hushands. I know, Sir, some Secretariat
Officer has to be literally dragged from the office by his wile from the midst of files.
But this is no reason why an officer should be allowed to allow his wife to step into his
official duties. It is for this reason, Sir, that this Motion has come to this House almost
painfully. It was largely due to the behaviour of that p:u'ticul:u‘ lady officer that the
reversion of a very competent and important official in that Department has taken
place. 1 reler to the case of Mr. Barbara. I understand and I think it ig quite
correct that it is on account of undue interference of this lady officer that he haq o
revert. One day Mr. Wall came and told me that he submitted a represencation 1o
the Government that it was due to the interference of a lady whose designation has not
been normally stated by Government that he had to resign. I think, Sir, that it is my
duty to bring these to the notice of Government. : ’

*Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: WMr. Speaker, Sir, I want to place before
the House two facts. Sir, the clerks in that Office are never allowed casuai leave
Even persons coming from.Government Offices are not allowed casual leaye. i 5

remain absent for a day, they are not allowed pay for that day.  They do net O‘Ieft ::EEI}]
privilege leave, Sir. ) s ge

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - Mr. SoiEs
Sir, Mr. Mookerjee has complained that T give him no credit for his elal;o:;ltjcrand,

constructis e criticisms. As a matter of fact, he quoted what 1 stated on .an eariier
occasion that I can satisly all critics, but not Mr. Mocokerjee. T take my stand on the
same position even to-day. From this discussion raised under rule 40, I could not

o
*Speech not corrected by the hon. Member,
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| House that she gives her volunta
i contribution towards war efforts.
! for her services. She has been helping the
|is infancy and when there wag only on.e Officer, M

R r—— Y

|l efficiently but for the
- Mr. Rohini Chaudhuri,

. y 'SP (3011 Nov.
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: . . Al . anisation as a whole or whether
. . I LT ction is against the Organisa ] : \
follow whether my Friend’s ‘ui)_]fl )1 YThiic teatsoort. Bt bn the matter of the wife
for the fails of the Organisation to help public tr: el . ; : : ;
- lanlure o 3 F e Transport interfering in the daily business of
of the Controlier of the Provincial Motor ranspo I glad to h hat hon
2 s . imarilyv 1- am i O near tha my 10N.
s i . ] kerjee —Primarily last one) I am 1 : :
thf' Office. (Mr. B. Moo e : Organisation itself. He wants that the ( Jrgnisation
Frind has no complaint aga‘nst the Organisati : e
hould f; ion and he wants that this motor transport business should help in the
and he want: ' ' " ’ -
tsraonu tl”l(:;”;tt:ljili?- goods., At the present moment, the fleet that |has ln't‘.ll_ m.‘:(.iv
v Isp(fjJ]f # ]th'- [‘('?ust: and Land basis of the Central Government, has been utilised in
?nalll;:g ﬁ:s?n)]'l(?(.'- l(J';Tlak!‘ the Trunk road passable for those that h:‘:'-.l‘c- to travel on that
road Our’ ;.0.;‘; which was originally meant to carry a truck of 334 tons hag been in
. g he vagaries of war to carry heavy trucks—as much ;4 ]2 ton
recent years, through the vag ) ated and
10oads—with the r.sult that the road has become very corrugated and [u]| ¢f pot-holes
and as the result the motorists heve come to much grief. Aiu"n this ml;nu-r was brought
to the notice of the Defence ]Jc;mrttqcnt, lhr-y: _hzwtr been sgnf;c fl_lf."l?: l. O remake the
road, not only to remake on th:; prf:'Vl()US.Flpt‘fflfllfatl.r)i'lfi, !Jlll.l ul,_.'_.u_'r- BoIng to make the
road as good as the roads running from Sylhet to Shillong anc Shillong ¢, Gauhati, at
their cost but 1};?;3/ wanted the lv:lp of the Assamm Government n |JI'il(f|1(‘i;];__r shinulrs
and road-metal ithat would be necessary.  Assam G“wrrm“f'“_l in the Publjc Works
Department had certain quarries from which shingles are prm'ul;-d for repair of roads,
but the Public Works Department had no \’Ithi(.'lff.‘i to U’_:lu-:s‘.]ﬂ)l:\;(l.‘;llli quarries
arc situated in such areas where there are no Railway lincs.  Most o hon, Mem-
g : a ‘“51:111('0 of
, it was the first duty of the Aq d

bers who travel over that road know that Railways run about parallelly 4,
R . By Sam - Motor
“Transport Organisation to lend its fleet on hire for tr

about two or three miles Consequently, Sir ;

ansposy of the mcial from the
Public Works Department’s quarries on to the roadside. If by llns. Mcans, L. road s
developed and converted into a pucca one, the public of Assam - will be Mmuch E)cn g
fited . Thercfore, this fleet is utilised for the purposc of serving the public N
and not sitting idly.

Miterest

I'am not unmindful of the fact th
of the lorries that were plying ove
which were requisitioned for Milit

at probably Mr. Mookerjce wants that (he Owners
r certain sections of the roads l}'m”.&’}mul Ssam an l
ary purposcs last year, should be Supplicd y; i

lCc Vith

- %S # . . e . . i ve
cles for resuming their trade. In this Connection, Sir, I can intorm the Houg,. ”,.u(ll}"
Assam Motor Transport Organisation under Mr. Adamson has repaired b -

dilapidated lorrics that were taken from the Miljt
BOW “been -utilisfd%as Sarriers of public goods,
various public interests, i.¢., by making avail
motor vehicles  for use by people in their res
for such a purpose are even now pending.

S0 . .

ary and Lhcrea.l'm: these jm.?;é'q”l the
This ()]*ganl.‘iéltlﬂl"l hag alsg ‘h q 8
able certain number of NCW  tryepe g 'pcd
pective areas. A number of al’l)lics and
This morning some hon. Mcm')(:rs i’}t@rgs

ouse approached me with their prayer that, as the Railway line between Ha})iqf? _ this
aistaganj is likely to be discontinued and there is no other means of traffje i Ll-;tnj and
Some lorries should be given to them. Already, Sir, I have ordered that g, area,

vehicles from the Assam Motor Transport should be made available cithe . of the

rto be T
the Assam Transport themselves or, if any private enterprise comes forward, this s 4
undertake to utilise them.

g So, Sir, it proves that thjs Organisation is Serving
public interests byrmaking available a number of lorries. '
From the last thing mentioned

well as from the supplementary Oy
be established that this Motory T

Various

by Mr. Mookerjee and from various Questiong as
stions arising out of this Question, jt was soughg ;:o
Transport Organisation is quite good and it jg bei

: ; , in

“}:e"fgrﬁngff of e Wite of the Haad. I am S‘Llrpriseﬁ 1;;‘,:;
: ater tull discussion of th; stion is labouring to | N
this Government has appointed the ] 9 giyestio & oW why

ady. Even to-day Mr. Blennerhassett Teminded the
Ty serviceg as her

) without any payment or allowance
This lady receives no remuneration op allowance
Oflice was in

Office from the time when the
r. Adamson himself ; and ghe yan
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the Ofhce while Mr.Adamson was out on tour. She has also been helping even after
the 22nd July last when Mr. Adamson was given a deputy who is an Indian Police
~ervice Othcer. I can sav only this much, Sir, that on the discussion and the question
that has been raised on this score, Mr. Adamson will be told with a request that his
wife may not come again to supervise the work of the Office. I think, Sir, the last point
which Mr. Mookerjee urged vehemently will be solved to the satisfaction of all con-
cerned according to the wishes of the Members of this House.

As regards the question of casual leave raised by my Friend Babu Karuna Sindhu
Roy, the file dealing with this subject is with me now with draft rules for my
approval. T have not been aple to see the rules that have been framed owing to my
pre-occupation with Assembly work, In the first place, hon. Members must remémber
that this institution 1s run on a semi-commercial basis and the officers serving there
cannot have the same sort of medical or other leave as the Government officers get. It
has been said that even Government officers who had gone from their original offices to
this new Office for emporary service, have to submit to the same rules. These Officers
cannot have it both ways. They have voluntarily gone to this Office because they are
given a better pay. Ihey cannot expect that they will get better FS‘{Y as also all the
other privilcuvs \*'h_l(‘h ‘_h‘_'-." enjoyed in a permanent Government Office. : ;

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Is this lady officer paid any vehicle

¢ an e ! 9. e .

l”““;;u‘ Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA MMAD SAADULLA: Not, so faras 1
. e 8 S -

kno“h:rijut ROHINI }\LW-\IAR CHAUDHURI: Does this lady officer issue orders on
behall of the Transport Controller 4 :

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Not, sofar as [
am aware, Sir. : ' _ ' ;
i !’rorogat:on of the Assembly

The Hon’ble the h_PE-‘\I\ER :  The sitting is to conclude now. And it is the order
o s lixcclgcl}CY th? Governor tl_mt. thc:‘. Asscmbl;_f 15 t0 be prorogued at the conclusion
ol to-day’s situng. Ihe order of His Excellency is to the following effect :*—

«In exercise of power conferred by clause (5) of Sub-Section (2) of Section 62 of the
GU\:L‘.I‘IHHC“[ Oi Indla .‘\Ct, 1933, I,‘Alldl"c‘\v (_?TOL.ll'l;ly CIO\V, hcreby prOrogue the _AsSam
Legislative Assembly at the conclusion of its situng of the 30th November, 1943.

A. G. CLOW,

. Governor of Assam.” P
The Assembly was then prorogued. : }gg
Shillong : ' A. Ki BARUA,
T he 26th January 1944, Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assa

A. G. P. (L.A.) No. 129- 1224-2—2.2.1644
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