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Proceedings of the Thirteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative Assembly
assembled under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong at 11 am., on Monday, the
2u0th November, 1943
&

PRESENT

Ty ) E- ; E 4 . X ) )
I'he Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the chair, the ten Hon'ble
Ministers and fifty-three hon. Members

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(to which oral answers were given)

Re : Supply of Sugar and Gur
Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED asked :

: "'6(.3. (@) Are Government aware that the people of the Province spccially those
living in the interior are at present feeling the dearth of sugar ?

() Have Government supplied Gur in any Subdivision of the Province ?

(¢) If so, why no Gur has been supplied in the Mangaldai Subdivision ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
86, i(2)—Yen.
(b)—Yes.

(c)—Before Mangaldai could get its quota of 3,492 maunds of Gur export was

control!led by the United Provinces and all further imports of Gur into Assam were
stopped.

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED: Have Government taken steps to give
fresh supplies to the Subdivision ? i
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We have indent-
ed FO}* the current year about a lakh maunds of Gur, and if we get it from the United
TOVingces, surely Mangaldai will be given its quota.
.. Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED: What is the quota for the Subdi-
vision ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It would depend
upon the quantity that we can import.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: With regard to (), what steps are Govern-
ment taking or intend (o take to supply sufficient quantity of sugar to the interiors ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The same
arrangement as for the other imported stuff.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Are Government aware that at present in the

interiors of all parts of the Province no sugaris available except in the black
market ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We have got
no such report from the Subdivisions uptill now.
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: . Will the Hon’ble Prime Minister take it from

me that at least in my part of the Subdivision, no sugar is available in the interiors
except in the black market ?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUI,LA_: As my hon,
Friend takes the responsibility of the statement, I shall make an enquiry and remedy
s1tuatl ’
e 511:2‘:-‘_1 lojloBANG D. MARAK: Are Government aware that no sugar was

P

ied for some months to the Reid Sanatorium :
B Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyj Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am sony to
hear that. If the authorities of the Reid Sanatorium approached me 1 could have
given some sugar to the Sanatorium.

Re : Mati Jaigirdar, a Communist worker

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:
s67. Will Government be pleased to enquire and state—
(¢) Why -thc m(_)tht:r of Mati Jaigirdar of village Latu under Police Station
Karimganj was rudely treated by police officials in the month of
October 1942, while attaching her property ?

(b) Whether all her essential belongings including bedding and utensils, etc.,
were taken away by the Police ?

(¢) ththcr Government are aware that she has been experiencing hard-
ships for want of articles thus snatched away ?

(d) thther Mati Jaigirdar is a communist worker and his name was
included in the list of persons to be released and submitted to Govern-
rlrgznzt l)y the Secretary, Surma Valley District Committee in October

(¢) Whethqr Goycmmcnt propose to withdraw the warrant against him for
f}llOng him to work amongst villagers to infuse the sp‘irit of defence
in them, against any Japanese aggression ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied : ]
67. (a)—No complaint has been received to that effect. |
(b)—No. Only the properties of Motilal Jaigirdar were seized and no objec- )
\
»

tion was raised on account of ownership by any other person,
(¢)—Not to the knowledge of Government.

» (d)—His name was included in the list,
(¢)—If he surrenders to the orders his case will be considered on its merits.

Supply of rice in Shillong by Government
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

Regional Centres at Shillong for the public is enerally bad in quality, and in some
cases it has been found unfit for hurﬁan consi mption ? )

(b) If so, what stepg Government have taken in this connection ?

(¢) Will Government b . , St d

. \ ; : pleased to state whether any examination was made

of the quality of rice supplied {,, the public before it was actually put to the market ?
*69, Will Government |,

€ Pleased to state—
a thther the Hon’b . 9 State i R 1 R.
(@ Supply Centres atlghil inisters have been pegged to the Regional Rice

: long for the purpose of getting foodstuffs which
have b g lor 5 : i >
taa;n fogglsltlrxzflftsl(;?e‘i by Government at Shillong and for obtaining cer

ntrolled rate ? 2
(b) If so, whether they are gettingr;:h(;ir supply of rice from these Regional

Centres or from somewherg else ?

*68, (a) Isita fact that the rice supplied by Government to the different ‘
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*70. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the names of the shareholders

of Messrs. Steel Brothers and Company, the Government Agent for the purchase
of rice and paddy in Assam ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

68. (a)—It was undermilled according to the provision of the Assam Under
Milling  Order issued at the instance of the Central Government and contained too
high a proportion of paddy.

(b)—Messrs, Steel Brothers and Company Limited, Government Agents,
Wl.l() supplied the rice, have been asked to improve quality and Government are also
thinking of amending the Under Milling Order.

(¢)—No, but the stock was known to be undermilled.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: May I
know whether the rice supplied by Messrs. Steel Bros. was purchased in the open
market or from the millers ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: They had to
buy a large quantity of rice.  They therefore purchased sometimes in the open mark_ct
from our cultivators which is known as ¢ Dheki chhata chaul’, and also. arranged with
fsf:“éc millers that their entire products would be handed over to the Steel Brothers

. Co.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Will the
Hon’ble Minister please state wherefrom Messrs. Steel Bros. procured the rice that 1
presented to him- the other day ?  From the millers or from the open market ?

~_The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It will be
difficult for me to say whether the particular sample which was handed over by the
hon. Member was bought in the open market or was delivered by any mill. In my
reply to the Food Debate, I shall make a detailed statement about what this Under
Milling Order is, how it originated and what is its effect, and what the Assam Govern-
ment is doing to have this Order modified by the Central Government. Therefore I do
not propose to make a detailed statement at this stage. .

Babu KAMIN] KUMAR SEN: Was this rice inspected by anybody before it
was accepted by Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Unfortunately
not ; Government have got no inspecting staff. )
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Is there no system of inspecting these articles
before they are accepted by Government ? -
The Hon’ble "Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir.
A suggestion has been made that because the Military have put their own officers to
;‘t‘lse?:(‘-l rice, Government should see whether for their purchases they should not appoint
INnspectors.
Mauylavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Will Govern-
ment see that such bad quality rice is not supplied to the officers of Shillong ?
he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Not only for
oricers of Shillong, but throughout the Province ; Government have insisted upon
essts. Steel Brothers to improve the quality of rice supplied. A
"The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
69. (a)—Yes.
(b%——-Hon’ble Minister, Local Self-Government and Hon’ble Minister, Qivi]
Defence, bring their rice entirely from their home granaries and Hon’ble Min
Forest and Hon’ble Minister, Judicial, partly. All other Hon’ble Ministers are g
their rice from Regional Centres at controlled rate.
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Does any of the Hon’ble Ministers

ister,
etting

: go to the
black market for their supply of rice ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA. I .cannot
speak for the others, but I have not gone so far. . :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

_ 70.—Government have no list and to obtain one, their Registered Qffice in the
United Kingdom will have to be addressed.,
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“‘Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Will Government please take necessary
steps to obtain a list of shareholders from their Registered Office ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Very well

Sir. »

Supply of paddy and rice at controlled rate

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

%71, (a). Are Government aware that the quantity of paddy and rice that ig
required for the District of Sylhet is not available in the District at the controlled
rate ? S
(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state what steps they have taken
ensuré regular supply of paddy and rice at controlled rate in the District ? y

- x73. Will Governmcnt be pleased to state the number of persons who died
starvation and its r_csullant ".ISCEI.S'(:-II] the Province during the current year ? (Figu;'cq of
be shown Subdivision by Subdivision.) ) sl

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

8]

71. (a)—There was some shortage of suppl hen Price Control was ir
s el i)cllow cumr([,)l[l)czi :vul;n rice Control was introduced
« 7 (b) When there was scarcity Government released their purchased stocks
controlled ratcs. o b

Mr' BAIDYANATH MOOKEI_{JEE: May I enquire from the Hon’ble Premjep
Whatlps the present rate, as he says ‘rice is available at well below controlled rates
now’ ° ’ R R
The Hon’ble Maulavi §a1Yld Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Inthe districe
of lel}ct, I hav?—lh?;'i fCI}OSﬂS fr.or_n' many hon. Members of this House that in certajp
Jocalities of thc.c a 1gar.1‘]' -Rubd1v1slon price of rice has gone down as far as Rs.12 per
o lbn O":hef{sp;{ts it is Rs.16 to 18, whereas Government controlled rate from ISth
November 13 Bs.2%.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May 1 know the names of the
Members whog}avcﬁwcln th'%l{lﬁ_)cll”mation ?

The Hon’ble aulavi saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD :
Members of oy HOIIJ;C ﬁ:ﬁﬁvcn this information. B o

Mr. JOBANG ﬁx. g foIfd:ifI' With regard to (b), will Government state if it jg
possiblefor them to fix p erent qualities of rice and paddy according to

uality : A - SR T

T The Hon’ble Maucia:".lsgmd Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  This is another
matter about which 5 i\(/} XIRCAIEBPIF will be given during the Food Debate.

Mr. jOBANG g vl t.:a S 1t not a fact that better rice is available in shops jp
Shillong and they are ppearing in the market on account of the controlleq

hon,

_rate ? i Bt Bl Gl
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It is perfectly

correct, Sir. ) . w3l 5 B
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

72.—The number of deat}_}s between Ist August 1943 and 31st October 1943 jn
ecach district, the main or contributory cause of which was starvation is as follows ;—

Sibsagar... 10
Darrang... 0
Lakhimpur . 0
Kamrup._. T " .-- { e ese 88
Goalpara =

Garo Hills . i 3(5)
Sylhet : 74,

~ Cachar e, T :
- Khasi and Jaintia Hills 3 4‘{1)
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No report from Nowgong has yet been received.  No figures by Subdivisions are
available.

All these mortality cases occurred amongst the destitute and diseascd people
of Bengal who came to Assam.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:

Assam died in Assam due to starvation ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That is the

report of our district officers.

Are we to understand that no people of

Number of deaths at Baniyachong
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :

*73. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The number of deaths which occurred: in Baniyachong (Habiganj Sub-
division) from lst April 1943 to 31st October 1943 ?
(b) Their sources from which the above information has been collected ?
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

13. (a)—Assuming that the hon. Member wants the number of deaths from
malaria, the number is 1,700 approximately,
(0)—Sub-Assistant Surgeon in charge, Banivachong Dispensary.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: My question is quite clear. I do not.
now why the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge is assuming that I wanted only . death roll
duc to malaria. From the question it is clear that I asked the number of deatht
which occurred in Baniyachong (Habiganj Subdivision) from 1st April 1943 to 31st
October 1943.  Why is the Hon'ble Minister assuming that I wanted the number of
deaths due to malaria only ? Why should she assume like this, Sir ? I want a straighs
answer. .

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: An enquiry will be made, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOQOKER]JEE: When, Sir ?

The Hon’hle Miss MAVIS DUNN:

: Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Are we to understand that Government
“did not get any information regarding deaths other than deaths due to malaria ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: The Medical Department gets the report
of the number of deaths due to various diseases and not for other reasons.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: I did not want to know from the Hon’ble
Minister regarding the reports of the  Medical men only. . I wanted the reports of

deaths from ‘all sources ?
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN :
rightly assumed that the fizure wanted was t

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: May we expect that the: Hon’ble Minister

Will in future take care to go through the letters of our questions a bit carefully ?
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: That is done, Sir.

As soon as possible.

The questions were sent to me and J
he result of malaria.

Present Civil Surgeon of Khasi and Jaintia Hills

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV asked :

*74. Will Government be pleased to state— :
(a) When Major Haythornthwaite was appointed as the Deputy Inspector
General of Civil Hospitals ahd Prisons, Assam ? _

() What were the special reasons for which this Post was created ?

(¢) Whether he was particularly chosen for this post (4) by seniority or by
(11) qualifications ? b '

(d) Has Major Ha:ythornthwalte s appointment as Deput)f Inspector General
of Civil HOSE]JltalS, caused any supersession of the clajms of any officer
senior to him ? 56

(¢) Whether the Inspector General of Civil Hospitals and Prisons has an
Assistant Surgeon as his Personal Assistant ?
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(f) How dutics have been distributed between the Inspector General, the
Deputy Inspector General and the Personal Assistant to the Inspector
General of Civil Hospitals and Prisons ?

*75. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Major Haythornthwaite is also the Civil Surgeon for the
Khasi and Jaintia Hills ?

(b) 1If so, for how long he has been posted as Civil Surgeon at Shillong ?

(¢) Whether he has to attend the Hospital and also the Jail in Shillong ?

(d) “What is his total pay including the allowances ?

(¢) Whether he has to tour the District as Civil Surgeon ?

( f) For how many hours a day he has to work as Civil Surgeon at Shillong ?

(2) I:'}or'lhf))w many hours a day he has to work asa Supcrintcudcni of

ail ?

(k) How many dispensaries are there in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills which
he has to inspect ?

(§)}" For How many days in a year he is required to remain on tour to inspect
these dispensaries ?

() Vglc(‘r:};re;l é’tf‘ C}il\?ibl I:Il(r)lz ) OﬂlICC h(;ru.rs t'o_ attend to as Deputy Inspector

pitals and Prisons ?

(k) 1If so, what are they ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

74. (a)—16th February 1943,

(b)—Heavy increase in the i
Hospitals D tI?Iwar- volume of worl; of the Inspector General of Civil
: (¢)—He was appointed in the interest of economy and for administrative
convcmcnccj Agth :
—As the appointinent is pure a te ‘ '
supcrsession arises. purely of a temporary nature, no question ol
(g)——YCS.
—The Personal i i
he De utff‘{rzspector Gcnc;lA;?‘lg-ar}t d!sp?scs of much of the routine matters and
t di Izdc among themselves th ivil Hospitals and Inspector General of Civil Hospi-
tals d1v ation %thn Insid € other work as found convenient from the point, of
S \ministration. pector General of Civil Hospitals is on tou® oty

Inspector General of Civil Hospitals is able to ] ’s durin
the former’s absence which otherwise would havcizlsll))::rf of important matte g

D delayed.
(b)—Since 17th February 1936,
(g —Yes.
(d)—Rs. 1,500+£ 30 O. P,
(e)—Yes.

f)—Approximately 6 .
including (dux?ing thI:: night. y 6 hours a day and often more and he is always on call

; (g) —One hour weekl
sent to him at other times.
(h)—Ten ({includin
Dispcnsaries).
;)-—No fixed minij
()T minimum toyriy,

y always whenever called by the Jailor. Files are also

g Shillong, Laban and Jowai Mission and Travelling

g days are prescribed.

(%) eral of Civil Hosla?::,ﬁ;al of Civil Hospitals is in station, the Deputy
is absent from Shillon attends about one hour or more but when

may be necessary 10 attend to urgentcwi?f;lds from 2 to 3 hours or more per day as
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Re : Hoarding of small coins
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked : Gy
*76. (a) Will Government be pleased to state Subdivision by Subdivision the
total number of cases filed in the Courts of Assam for illegal hoarding of small
coins ?

(6)  Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing
Subdivision by Subdivision the total number of convictions in the Province together
with the names of persons or companies convicted and the nature and extent of
conviction in each case tor committing the said offence ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :

76. (a)—A statement showing the number of cases filed upto 3lst July 1943 is
placed on the table. Later information, though called for has not been received
in time.

|

Total number of cases filed in courts for illegal hoarding of small coins

Nowgong ... 3 Dhubri i3
Garo Hills ... 2 Dibrugarh 6
Gauhati = 1 Jorhat 7
Barpeta ... va 1 Sibsagar 4
Silchar i Golaghat 9 >
Hailakandi 1
District Darrang 1 Sylhet 1
- Naga Hills Nj] Karimganj v 3 |
4 Lushai Hills 7 Sunamganj 3 5
»3 Khasi and Jaintia Hills j Habiganj 3
Maulavibazar ... 3

(6)—A statement based on the information received upto the 31st July 1943,
from all districts is laid on the table.
Statement .S‘howing total number of convictions in the Province together with names of persons or

companies convicted and exlent of conviction for committing the offence of illegal hoarding
of small coins

Rl anp.

Nowgong (1) Tilok Chandra Sarma ... Fined 400 0 0 reduced to Rs.250 op
3 : _ appeal. ‘
Garo Hills ., (1) Dhan Bahadur Jogi «.. Fined 50 0 0 ch}cfault, 15 days® |
Y {2) Hasta Narayan Newar ... Fined 677 2 0 ' 1
Dibrugarh ... (1) Badri Raut ... ... Fined 25 0 0 mI(ieIfault, 1 month’s
3 (2) Jitu Kurmi ... Ditto ditto. .
Goiaghat ... (1) Nadura Borah... ... Fined 50 0 0
(2) Lilaram Gogoi ... Fined 10 0 0 |
(3) Thanuram Gohain ... Fined 4 0 0 ;:
(4) Sono Mistri ... ... Fined 18 0 0 Jl
(5) Kalia Sonawal ... Fined 20 0 0 |
(6) Gajananda Datta .. Fined 7 0 0 |
Hailakandi... (1) Labchand Ranka ... Sentenced to 4 months’ R.I. byt acquit. |
ted on appeal. el |
Rs. a. p. |
Sylhet . (1) Siddek Ali ... ... Fined 500 00 in default, R 1. for ¢ |
. months.  Set aside |
. ; on appeal I
South Sylhet (1) Abdul Goni ... .. Fined 60 0 0 in detault, R.I. two |
: . months.
Habiganj ... (1) Pralhad Ch. Saha ..« Fined 100 0 o Ditto. ‘
(2) Ramani Mohon Roy ... Fined 300 0 0 in default, R.L three ||
months. |
(3) Hafiz Mea ... Fined 50 0 0 '
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tBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Are Government awarc that even the local

treasuries are unable to supply sufficient quantitics of small coins even if requisitioned ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Government
received no complaint to that effect. ¢ = :
+Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister take it from me
that the Karimganj Sub-treasury refused small coins when they were requisitioned ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : 1 shall make enquiry,
TMr. R. A. PALMER : Will the Hon’ble Minister take it from me that the same
applies to Dibrugarh also where we have been facing difliculties regarding 5f|1:tll coing ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: An cnquiry will he
made, Sir.
tMaulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Are
ment awarec t
arrested ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: 1
that, Sir.

have

GOV(!I‘]]..
hat in Sunamganj small coins of Rs.4 was found with one man and he wag

tMaulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD® AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Is there any limi

a8 0 o e Mauio e berson may possess with him ?
aulavi D s ' T - dall paciulie o
_ of that question. UL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I shall require notice

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT :

i May I know from the Hon’ble Minister
approxgmately how much small ¢cojns . e - .last 2 or 3 vyears
treasuries ? oins have been sent during the last o years to

mx;glaetgycfn bﬁgstlizslavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I cannot say ap.
‘gccn $dc olaadl on 1 submitted a detailed statement of the increases that haye

S COinS in thc tr . T
Maulavi ABDU reasuries. ‘
I R RAHMAN : Are Government aware that in some of the

treasuries Poddars were ¢ 3 ; : :
T realising annas 4 etected by the police for supplying persons with small coing

s p(.‘,r rupec {br th- 2
The Hon’ble Maulav; 18 |
informat%;:)n. aulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Government have no
tBabu KAMINI K
i gdne out of Cil‘CuIaﬁOn ? UMAR SEN :

Is it a fact that pice and half anna haye
The Hon’ble Maulavi AB

| cxtenTtM L) DUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: May beto a certain
r. I'. W, BLE, 5 .

I = v’?FuhagiSI e exchalggggr{ggﬁsETT: Is it a fact that there are banks OUTNE in

i e Hon’hl 3 coins on issi ?

|L | R T e Maulayi ABDUL MA TCOmmls'uon

. IN CHAUDHURI: (‘,‘Ovcrnmcnt llav’c no
TMr. F. W, BL

|| cases are reported ?

? The Hon’ble M

brought to the notice
+Maulavi

NNERHASSET: Will Government take action il any such
aulavi
Of*:i"lt‘%BDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: If specific_¢ases are
: Dewan M‘U ISJIV(:rnmf:nt, Government will surely make enquiries.

. ment be pleased to jsgyq i AMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Will Govern.
.! possessing small coing % Ircular go that police officers do not arrest small traders for

The Hon’ble Maulgiiﬁxcceding Rs.100or 15 ?

: T ;:lBDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : I think, Sir, there is
~ gmall C?;F?)arg-ROt Circulated €IS are not expected to accumulate small -coins. If the
1 therc ;\V/Ilr. } O]ISfﬁA%ng ' and if they are accumulated in the hands of the traders,

r:’ sied for accumulagiy - VIARAK . : ' h ne trader

j rcsth atin St Are Government aware that O was

# arodllc"fd befc:re His Thgnimau COins to the extent of Rs. 90 and that when he was
pr The Hon ble Maulay;

;\Be was released ? :
uestions, if’ the hop, DUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Sir, instead of putting

2 limit beyond which ¢

these 4 h cases occur, T thinimbers would draw the attention of the Government
whcn suc > Government will certainly make inquiries.

' 1 corre
TSpeeLhES - e b’f the hon, Members concerned.

am not aware of
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T Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN:

small coins ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: 1 think, one single question will do. The
hon. Members may ask what is the criterion of hoarding ?

TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN:  Will the Hon'ble Minister state the amount of
small coins a particular individual can accumulate ?

_The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: The amount is not
fixed, Sir. It depends on the circumstances of the case.

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Will Government take necessary steps so
that in future the district treasuries may get regular supply of small coins from the
Central Government ? vl ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Government ha.vc
already taken steps in this regard. I necessity arises, Government will take steps again.
: “ii-;\l:ml:n-i BADARUDDIN AHMED: Have Government fixed any criterion for
loarding ?

l The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Ttis difficult to fix
the

amount ; it will depend upon the circumstances of the case to possess the small
coins,

[s there no limit for an individual for hoarding

fMaulavi  MUHAMMAD  MAQBUL HUSSAIN CGHAUDHURY: The
Hon’ble Minister has already said that there is a limit for hoarding the small coins.
1 1”)’ we know what is that limit, Sir ?

:1‘11(: Hon ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: A big merchant may
require a bigger amount while a small merchant may require a lesser amount.

[ TKhan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Has hoarding been defined any-
where, Sir ? y

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN .

dealing with small coins in

Yes, that is the question.
Isita fact that Government employees in
the treasuries are practising corrupt practices ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: So faraswe know

there is no basis for that accusation, Sir.

TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Are Government aware that there is a specific

casc against one employee in  the district of Sylhet and that he is now under
trial ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL  MATIN CHAUDHURI: There may be a
particular specific case but it does not mean that there is a general case.

fMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do Government take care to ascertain whether

these small coins are circulated into the areas or they disappear after they are
supplied to the individual treasury ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: There is no reason to
Presume that they disappear after they are supplied to the treasuries.

Motor Transport Organisation
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked:

*77. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Who is the Motor Transport Controller, Assam, at present ?
(b) His pay and qualification for holding the post ?

*78. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Whether any post is held by the wife of the present Motor Transport
Controller in his office ?

TSpeeches not corrected by or the hon. Member concerned.
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= Adamson,
I, s, SCIT. . ‘nerl- Qe e ?
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service with Burma Ojj Company in administrative posl
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e I' evacuation
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pany, Limited,
OOKERJEE: May I know,
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Sir, who asked for the loan
1 yid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
Ing 5 Motor
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The Hon'ble Maulavi  Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Govern-
ment of India sclected him and they are also bearing a part of his salary.
hi TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Since when he is drawing his salary at
this rate ?

: The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: 1 think, this question was put the other day
also.

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: It was not finished, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I remember that this question was put and the
Hon’ble Premier also gave the reply. The hon. Member will get the chance of
putting this question again. :

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: When I will get the chance of repeating,
the question, Sir ? \

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ When we shall come to the unstarred questions
the hon. Member will get the chance he desires to have.

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: All right, Sir.

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

78. (a)- No. Mrs. Adamson as her contribution to the War effort gave
her voluntary and unremunerated service to assist the Controller in his office, in
the absence of any suitable alternative, and continues to do so.

(b)—Does not arise.

(¢)-—No. The Deputy Controller, Mr. Haidar Hussain, 1. p., is the next
to the Controller.  Prior to his appointment on July 22nd, 1943, Mrs. Adamson
occasionally worked under the supervision of the Controller during his absence on
tour and made decisions where necessary subject to his confirmation regarding
domestic affairs of the Organisation,

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJELE: Sir, will Government allow the wives of
other Officers who would volunteer their services to help their husbands for the
cflicient discharge of their war and other works ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi  Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir,
where the Organisations are well-established, there is a provision for a Deputy to
do the works when the Head of the Department is out but this Organisation was built
up from nothing and it had to be built up very urgently. Mrs. Adamson gave her
voluntary services to the Organisation before we could appoint any Deputy to Mr.
Adamson.

tMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Is she giving the same service uptill
now ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir.
I am told that she even now attends office. ‘

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUIL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: * Who
allows Mrs. Adamson to work there—whether Government or Mr. Adamson
himself ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Govern-
ment do not know anything about that. Probably Mr. Adamson allows her
to come and help him. .

+Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Isshe responsible to anybody ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: She jg
not responsible to Government. She only keeps supervision over the domestic
affairs of the office during the absence of Mr. Adamson. d )

tBabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: What is meant, Sir, by domestic affairs ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Domestic

aflairs mean routine duties and other works of minor nature.

tMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Are we to understand that the Deputy
Controller is incompetent to do the work ?

TSpeeches not corrected by the hon. Members concerned.
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUIIA'I\'II\IA]) SAA.DULLAV: As I said,
Sir, the Deputy Controller has been appointed only from  26th July Jas
wh::rcas this Organisation came into existence l'(-mg before hx§ up]::nnu.ncnt_

+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE : Sir, the Hon’ble Premier has replied
that even now she is working there. dl\;fllay we know why she works now when ;1

n appointe L
Dcpt&ﬁ%cc%;l;;?glc; }x{jil;l}flgil Smiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: She comes

the room where her husband works and updcr the  dircction of e
£ d. she now and then supervises the works of the oflice.
hUSbIa\;I1 ’lsavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Will

a'u'lc e be extended to the Colleagues of the Hon’ble Premier ?
samc'IP;éwH%noblc Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - Bioge

: . ; thig
n—from Provincial Motor Transport to the Colleagucs  of  the i

. Hon’ble
(Il’ucsnﬁ;(;r——aﬁsc, Sir ?  (Laughter.) SAIN C : -
e faulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY . We find
Sir, that Mrs. Adamson is working therc even after the Appointment ’

Deputy Controller. Why not then the same privilege be extended to the Collcag ol

the Hon’ble Premier ?

ter.
(L“”‘%&iul)avi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY .

to hear it from the Hon’ble Prime Minister. (No reply was given.)
¥ Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER_]EE: One point is not clear, Sjr. Is it the
contention of the Government t.hat because Mrs. Ad?.msml_ns in charge of fhe le “
tic affairs o_f the (_]ontrollcr_ while he is at home, she is also in charge of the dom m‘b'
affairs in his official capacity too ? Eatic
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA . My e
has been just t?le reverse, Sir. Mrs. Adamson is not in (:h;u-gc of th‘c Y 'l‘]'_l{lY
she only supervises the work, oltlice,
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHUR\’. )
Government be pleased to see that Mys. Adamson does not work in phc- Wil
husband from now since a Deputy Controller has been appointed ? ace of her
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
be considered, Sir.

ill ;

W Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUIL. HUSSAIN CHAUD
fact that without the consent of Mys,
thing ? ] . - )

The Hon ble Maulavi Saiyid g;, MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - I |y
information, ST UR RAHMAN | VEEE g

aVl : 2. 1. .

signsTcI;l{:;ues on behalf of her husbandli 1t a fact, Sir, that somctimes My,

The Hor’ble Maulavi Saiyid S vrugAMMAD SAADULLA .

We want

I'he Suggoestion

I‘IUI{Y : IS

Adamson the Controller dgeg mllha

not do any.

Adamson

2 : 3 I have
information, ©1T no
- tMaulavi ERBLIS RAHMAN Will Government look into  the mat
te!’ ? ’ M 1 - . . (4 % R
The Hon !Dle aulavi - Sajyig S;
already said, Sir, that I will cong;q,, tllie rbf;ftlji&MMAD SAADULLA . 7 have

lavi ABDUR RAHMAYN . : .. i

) TMaud'fﬁcuIty and she sits ak .Is 1t a fact, Sir, that Mrs. Adamson puts the clerks
into great dl .y SOMetimes o the tables of the emp] : .

«¢akids’ to these people to finish he work ; = hich 2 Mmployees and  issues

take 7 hours? In one hour which as a matter of fact should

on’ble MauIaVi Sa' 2 " \

i P{lnknown to me, Sp O tSI." MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: All these

details arc 15 of the domestic arry Is curious that my Friends have got very

minute detal’s U8Cments in the discharge of duties of (he clerks in

‘—‘”'"/’c;t'(:;; ccted by the hon, Mﬂmbcrs concerned
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this particular office.  As I said Mrs. Adamson supervises the work of the clerks under
the direction of Mr, Adamson when he is busily engaged in formulating policy or in
other serious matters.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Is it a fact,
Sir, that an appointment letter of an cmployee was issued under the signa-
turc of Mrs. Adamson ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 have no
information, Sir. But it may be that Mr. Adamson made the selection after the
usual test and he might have gone ou. of the statior. when Mrs. Adamson had signed
the appointment letter on his behalf.

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJES: What are her qualifications, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Why tlis question . dhe holds no post as the
replies show.  One qualification is quiu-' patent-—she is Mrs. Adamson. This is quite
Sllnic.(_;ln_

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir  MUBAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

79. (a)—'I'he pay has been fixed at Rs. 000 in the scale of Rs. 175—175—200—
S0/2—400 (Efficiency Bar)—450—50/2--600 —600 (litliciency Bar)—650—50/2—750.
1is qualifications are a fellowship in accountancy on seven 'yc;u-s’ articles and seven
Years® practical experience with prominent commercial [irms.

(b)—No. The a_ppuinm'.cm was made in consultation with Government.
\¢,—Does not arise.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, why the pay has been fixed at the
bcginning at Rs.000 ?

. TThe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : As I stated,
Sir, the day before yesterday, Mr. Barlow was appointed as soon as the
office was established without consulting the Government. Later on I reviewed the
position when an application for a higher salury was sent by Mr. Adamson with his
recommendations. Alter going through the ‘qualifications of Mr. Barlow and,also
because of the volume of work it was decided to fix a scale and he was given Rs:600
on the scale because he was getting Rs.550. '

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Will Government be pleased to state the
names of the well-known firms where this gentleman served for 7 years ?

TThe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I cannot give
all the details but I know ol two instances—one he served as the Accountant of the
Planting Group of this House and another he served in the Assam Oil Com-
Jany. te
: yJMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEL : What was his salary while he was serving
in the Planting Group, Sir?

1+The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have not
¢nquired of that, but, SIr, it was in the neighbourhood of Rs.400. -t

Babu RABINDRdACNAT H ADITYA : 1s it a fact, Sir, that petitions were sub-
mitted by some passed Chartered Accountants ? :

TTh):a I—Ion’ll))lc Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir, I have
not received any such petition.  As a matter of fact, Sir, we are wanting a Chartered
Accountant. If my hon. Friend will give me the name, 1  shall pe
obliged. . ;

gBa.bu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : One Mr. Sen from Bengal applied i,'or
the post 0 33
+The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ; No, Sir, we
did not receive any such application. 1

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Will Government advertise the post] ?

1The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : ~Yes, Sir, wheti
we will appoint the hcadman of the Accounts Branch we will appoint after
advertisement.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, 1 could not follow the answer to
question No.79(5).

TSpeeches not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister or the hon. Member concerned.
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD ‘S.-‘\:\I)U.I..I.;":x: The reply is
““No. The appointment was madec i‘n C(J‘I‘IE;UIL{:I.I'..EUII- with (,m\r'(fl‘lllllt-llll.- o 3

tMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, in reply to a bupl))t:-lll(“'ll[{ll:} .trllll.st-l(?l;
of mine yesterday and even a minute before to-day the Hon lil(: I Int.u]: ] Illlfh’[(‘.ll saic
that when Mr. Barlow was appointed he was not consulted. ln‘lt now he .\.1},; t 1.ltkat
the time of appointment Government was consulted.  Which statement should [ ta e,
Sir f-i—'l‘hc Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA_I)UI_,L:\ : ‘Hir. the .tzl.'i\[_"in:ll
question is 7J(b) ‘“Whether the post was El({.V(:l'll.‘icd llJf:"UI'l! it was filled up 2 My
answer is “No.” I could have stopped there without giving my l'l‘lt‘llfl any ‘Iurlhcr !
information. Now I have been frank w say that when he was first appointed - Govern-
ment was not consulted.  Then there was an application from Mr. Barlow for increase

of salary which was recommended by the Controller. Then I went through his case
thoroughly and I found that he should be given certain higher salary and Rs.600 was
fixed. L .
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied ; !
80. (a)—There is no present incumbent.

(b) & (¢)—Do not arise,

8i. (a)—The hon.

starred question No. 80 (
the Assembly. ‘

(6) &- (C)——So far as possible, but the range of qualilied candidateg for the
various categories is very limited especially in view of the competition  from Military
and other service, and many of the candidates who show promisc can only | i
dered for apprenticeship training, ons

(d)-—Yes.

(¢)—For the reason already given that applicants with experienee or who
sh_owed cvidence of Qapacity werefew. Muslims are in excess among the laboyr CHtEE-
tained by the Organisation.

(/) & (gj—1In

_ ¢ first instance when the nucleus was being
appolntments were made wit} '

Member is referred to the statements given in reply to uns
h) asked by Maulavi Namwar Ali

Barbhuiya in this ‘Scssion of

wut ad i fi ki formed 5o me

. ; adverusement, after making many eneuis T

closely stud’ymg the market for technical staff. Now all posts, except  thoge lull'l lzlr-iv‘:;l;s(

han{lyrgcn and daily labour are advertised, and large numbers of applications 'u'c;
received, }JUI‘: rIr;IosLly from persons wi, no expericnce whatever. 2

e nf{i{fﬁj}@&gsﬁ%\qBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY:  May 1 0w,
> S 3 2 . - H e » . -y v : . i .

out of 256 clerks we find there are OI;IVLfg I\?Im(?lll'l in t;‘hc cadre of clerks in thjg oflice, i.e.

The Hon’ble Maulay ¥ uslims

z 1 Sah-'d 9 i . .
given me this information, Sy stillwllU?AMMAl) SAADULLA: My §
TMr. BAIDYANAT ook into it.

H . .
out of 47 appointments showl:f?OKERJLE: Will Government be pleaseq
consultation with

The Hon’bl T\G/iovernment ?n the Tist how many of them wecre
e Hon’ble Maulavi §ui0: 1 o

e Spceakaiggfltsfxa?md Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It will 1o diffi.
= S end il mentioy LPOtments of which I had previous consult

riend has

Lo state
appointed in

S ation., If
The Hon’ble the SPEAKE?{ any particular appointment, [ will reply to lelllat_ i
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid.S' 5 other day there were some questions about it. \
ment was laid on the table. 'r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

€s, Sir, a state-

Mr. BAIDYANAT : X
'ir."he Hon’ble Maulavifgaxfg%ﬁEﬁJRE + Sir, T could not ask any question,
appointments and if Mr, Mookcrjee will%ggMMAD eekiizg oF & PNy

ment then I can say whether I was consulteq me in speaking of a partcular appoint-
FMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER 1. ¢d or not.

nisation was started ? RJEE : May we know, Sir, when this Orga-
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: About Novem-
ber last year.

-
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Since when Mr. Adamson is drawing
his salary at the present scale, namely, Rs. 2,700 a month. i

TT'he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: For the first
three months his salary was borne by the Burma Oil Company. Thereafter he has
been drawing  his salary at this rate of which halfsis paid by this Government and the
other half by the Central Government.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: My point is, Sir, whether he is drawing
l{is salary from the 11th November or three months after the 11th November and
since when he is drawing his salary at Rs. 2,700 ?

TThe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 have already
stated that in my answer. For the first three months his salary was not paid by this
Government.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JELE: Since when he is drawing his salary
at Rs. 2,700.

TThe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: After three
months from his appointment,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Isit not a fact that when the Hon’ble
Premier first came before this House with a Motion, his salary was shown as Rs.1,000
Per month at the beginning rising upto Rs. 1,500 according to number of vehicles ?

TThe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir.

. Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: It wasshown in the Explanatory Note,
Sir, which is even now with me and here you will find that so long as the -vehicles
will be from 100 to 200 his salary will be Rs. 1,000 and when the number of vehicles
will be from 300 to 400 his salary will be Rs.1,500.

T'_[‘hc Hon’ble Maulavi Siliyi(] Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA - 1 shall be obli-
ged if T get the paper for my reference. _ ]

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: It will be found at page 6 ol the Note
‘Provincial Controller” (monthly).

1 The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am obliged
to my Friend for handing over this Explanatory Note to me. At the time when I
moved for the vote of the House to start this Motor Transport Organisation various
questions were asked. 1 think it is better to read the underlying portions which my
Friend has underlined :—*“The Assam Government have been able to secure the ser-
vices of an expert to start this control and on his advice have also decided to manage
the transport now available to them as a commercial enterprise, but on terms that
will be calculated to bring no nett revenue to the revenues, while at the same time
involving no ultimate loss. He has been loaned by the.As-sa_n} Oil Co mpany, through
the good offices of the Indian Tea Association and at this initial stage his services are
given gratis. The system W‘lll be workcd_nu tl}orough-gomg _busm_ess principles with
this object in view, the stafl’ engaged, which wlll be expert, in their funcu_ons and, so
far as éompctcnt men are available, found within the Pro_vmcc, _bemg appointed on an
entirely salaried basis under the Controller. The services of the Controller himself
have been obtained on a no-cost basis for a period to initiate the schemc_:.’f Now at
page 6 under the head Establishment—it runs -as.-f“In the present scheme. it is essential
that therc will be a Central Authority and, initially, three Area Authorities, each of
whom will be responsible for the transport placed under his control at Gauhati, Jorhat
and Dibrugarh respectively. Nl . L

It is not yet clear whether these ‘{\rea Authorities’ will c1the,r mitially or ulti-
mately exercise the functions of ‘Regional Transport Qontl‘qllers and have some
measure of control over transport other than that belonging directly to this scheme.
It is assumed, however, for the purpose of this note that whatever is ultimately decided
upon, only such proportion of their salaries as can justly be debited to the scheme will
be carried by it, and the figures given below relate solely to the amount debitable to
it. The same remarks apply to the ‘Central Authority’s establishment.” The fig-
ures given below are done according to costing account and only that portion of the
salary has been shown for the purpose of costing of the scheme. This does not represent
the total salary of the different appointments made. For example, my Friend will

TSpeeches not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister. '
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find that there is provision for an Accountant on Rs. 1,000 for the first 100 vehicles
» b ; A - 200 wvchicles. :
and Rs.. 2,000 when there will iy <E A OFF Sir, is this the idea that as soon as  the
"ANATH MOOKERJEE: DI, 1 ¥  s00n as
%\zi'()i-lf,!:}{iliﬁ.SXi\v?}l be increased his pay \'_\'ll_l be RS}- 2_:0(“' ? In that case I am
OIS I can not agree with the Hon’ble Premicer, 1t 18 not t ](‘é(}'\.AI)UI LA -
SOTTY he Hon'bl: Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD ! LA: Lat me be
. T l'hh(: Iﬁl%?u;;;'iq; (:, ¢-;;plzlitl. This costing account which was placed before the
given the opp 23

. ¢ represent the actual salarics drawn ])}f a particular ulfhccr. It will be
Eouse does n(;'tl'-t]n'u‘n to understand. Itis the costing account that shows the cog
da{ﬁculli{_fn . \(-\31(‘11‘ the Organisation possesses a certain number of vehicles, the
of an olhcer : o

: Sl -hicles then the salary which will be costed to the scheme
Organisation I—mrm:s;"(;;,tl-(i(’)r;:fil::gizll Controller. }{-thn the vchicles will be 300 ¢ .1,[{!;:,'
will be Rs. 1?”1“1' -”Rs 1.500. Similaily, although uptill now we have no Ace,
the salary WI; -Hf(.l' Rs. 1,000, bacause just now we have heard that the
- X g (Ct»tl}(j the costing account shows that when there will be 100
ZEid EaU RS"H receive Rs. 1,000, when 200 vehicles, the salary will be Rs,
Accmutff“'léh\;:l the ;;ulary will be Rs. 2,500. Similarly the Clerical Establi
351?(,1\:' 1lilxing,is shown b'(:luw after the Total :— Cost per vehicle per m()nl_h, and w a6
So what is given here is not the uc:tual_s;tlury dr:twln by a ]?arm,:ul;lr r)‘IhL.L:l.’ A
part of the salary will be costed on  this scheme.  So my Friend’s question s explained
in this way. i R .

mMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : It has not been explained, Sir.
figurcs arc quite different tl}cr:c: . . ' '

+The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I'he hon, Ques
tioncr finds difliculty to understand all this. e Eas =SS

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : 1 do not know whether it wil] be rigl
on my part to say that none in the House has been able to understand the ape & Eal
The point is this, Sir.  The Hon’ble Premier has said that so far as the (,L (,()u'nt.
is concerned it has been shown at first Rs. 1,000, than Rs. 2,000 and thep R ‘()ungcmt
But actually even now he is drawing Rs. 600. There is no question g, s. 2,500,
sir, because herce the maximum has been shown ; if a man can be had at 4 rf)ut that,
than thai there is no objection ; had it been more then I would have 1 ate lower
out. But s far the Controller is concerned, my  supplementary (lucgtiol N that
when this Controller is drawing Rs. 2,700, the reply was “from the be ri:) \.VZIS’:‘SHI‘CQ
Sir, this explanation was simply a hoax. Ifit would have been the cﬁsfu? . 0
drawing Rs. 1,000 or Rs. 1,500 even for one month or two months That after
increased due to the exigencies of the pressure of work : Sﬂlm‘y was
in the = the explanation gj I ’ i 2 OF Bhything pige
in that case the exp stven by the Hon’ble Premicr would h & clag,
But, Sir, at the very beginning he

untant
Accounl;mt
l)\-t_:hi(:lux: the
<,000, when
shmeny The

The

his

ave  helq
e ; showed that the maximu good.
be Rs.1,500. My point is this that s far as the Contro(llcr iI'—;n cost would
were shown one figure and now he ig drawin s

’ : Concerned we
e i — g about the doubie of ths g i
also ?ﬁ?ﬁgi,‘ﬁ;ﬂﬁg%giﬁ% %nd we were deliberately misllclzcjl (\:Nﬁich 1i’sltncf)itg l;‘-;;:.and bl
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOCI){KEI'{}IC hon. Member is not to discuss the rn]a:ttc
to Rule 40 of the Assembly Ry] JEE = My request to you, Sir; is thai e
e e i agitzi/ting fﬁ; \iv{}:)c;n there arﬁ scveral questions relating( C(t:grdtl;:igs
3, ot ; 5€ so muc i .
e Homsble the Kpaainess of today is over 15 qieuss o supr? Allow s ball
nisation .we have gof six zljigo:m t?)‘v(\l,’ with regard to this Motor .Tl‘
Magbul Hussain  Chaudhuy ) against the name of Maula
_Y°ASthe0nM1 i
o e Qoins” b % Memben knoe Wiz e
¥ A : AVE not yet heen (jg osed of., As I ice the tr
mentary questions I find that th posed of. As I notice the tre

1t the hon, ! nd of supple-
qucslions over and over again taking aé\gembers are pu.ttl'ng the same supplementary
put on different dates. So after the bk antageboi the similar nature of the questions

p . ; . Me : ; - -
mentary questions relating to this matter if mber has finished putting all his supple
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allowed under Rule 40 1 may consider ;. e Preses that a discussion should be
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fixed up for today will be finished now. So when all the questions would be
finished tomorrow I shall consider the request of the hon. Member whether a discus-
sion should be allowed after 4 ». M. under Rule 40 of the Assembly Rules.

TBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Has that salary been fixed at Rs. 2,700
as a result of costing ? : i\

TThe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir.  That
was the salary Mr. Adamson was drawing from the Burma Oil Company and that
was the salary fixed by the Central Government for him, of which half is paid by
the Assam Government. _ _ ol 2"

TMaulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: May I know
from the Hon’ble Premier why not a “single son of Assam was appointed as Area
Manager ?

TThe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We tried, Sir,
to get local people for this post but we did not get any suitable man. If any man
with administrative capability was available he did not know anything about the
motor transport. As the Area Manager has got to see that his area is pljopggly
occupied and the maximum amount of work done, one with knowledge of running
motor transport is more suitable to the post than one without any experience of it,

TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I enquire of the Hon'ble Premier why
not a single Muslim was appointed as  Group Assistant, Sectional Assistant and
Arca Manager ? , it 3 _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ This question was asked the other day and the
Hon’ble Premier replied .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : What is the present number of vehicles
in this Department ? !

TThe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : E‘vc!ry day we
are getting new additions.  But the Government of India has promised to give
all-told one thousand vehicles to this Province of which three hundred will be given
to Tea Industry for handling of their goods and the balance is for the Province. I
will inform the Government of India that it will be diflicult for the Province of Assam
to find funds for purchasing more than five hundred vehicles. We have not reached
that five hundred limit as yet but the Organisation has now over . three hundred and
less than four hundred vehicles running, T ; W _

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Isitnot a fact that this Organisation has
developed in a manner far beyond the scope of what was originally foreseen and in
fact, it is still developing and therefore it is almost impossible for the Government to lay
down any set of hard and fast rules concerning it ? P : ‘ Ry

+The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SA!_‘\DULLAZ, Mr. Blenner-

assett is correct, Sir. ‘This Organisation is developing and in order to reply to 2
st of remarks of my hon. Friend Mr. Mookerjee I may say that not only the vehicles
are E)ei'ng employed for carrying shingles which is a matter of supreme and urgent
Importance for developing the roads at the cost of the Defence Department but the
lofries of this Organisation have been placed with the P ublic WorkS_,Depa'rtment
to carry on their work and with the Forest Department to extract timbers of the
forests and bring them out to the market and also to some private persons whe
are doing transport business in this Province.

fMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Inview of th:: recent development ol this
Organisation and in view of the reply given by the Hon ble PI‘le‘CI‘, 18 1t the intentjon
of the Government that the whole Organisation should be left to the whims of the
Controller?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It has not yet been established.

tBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Is it a fact that the cost is propased
month by month ?

1+The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA_; There ig

monthly report, Sir, by
~ {Speeches not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister and the hon, member concerned,
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M i t to control some Government
j i : failure of Governmen r
Adjgrnm:?;(arzﬁ);:j subdivision who had :;f:en attempting to frustrate
officers .
the Grow-More-Food Conference at Patherkandi1

A e :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg leave of the House
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY :
ove ; a3 y discuss the following important matter of
to muThat the House do no\\i' :1;_1{221(1.:&t;)czl:::‘;:‘:cc’ naiel. thi l':li]!l”’ of (;(Wu-nnu:n-_
urgent public impr')rt:lm.cfé‘3221.;:“'C“l' officers of Karimganj Suhd_i\'i-‘i“}“ who have beep,
to contr:ol gorae Ut. t:g :hc Grow-More-Food Conference \'\-‘}llC},l, 15 to- be held at
attempting to fr_‘llbtlra withholding the permission previously given,
Patherkandi, ;rvu}n_ -}?"mdi affairs have alrcady been placed before the _House apgq the

BATs t:].m : dt 1([;:-;.5c assured us that he has been taking action. : “10‘1!,{_}1 the

Hon’ble b rC;I’Tml'[l.l r;ot now affect the holding of the Grow-More Food Conference
Of“Hamlals. ;zlrma Valley Kishan Sabha as the persons arrcsted  have been
proes b.ydt-lt(‘c‘o[' the Conference has to be shifted to 2nd und’ drd Decemt
OL: tth 1(: rram - yesterday from Comrade Prabodhananda I‘-Z“-l‘, 'bCCI'ClEll'y, Surma
: g?lt ; Igisl?an Sabha that the permission formerly given for the Lunlcl:cnt:c has  been
Xidth((:i{'awn. The telegram reads as follows : “I’t:rmit_Sll!"le Valley S_(_’_I'U‘-V-Muru..l"ond
Conference Patharkandi withdrawn pray intervention”. -N([)-W’ .‘!1,1' expenditure
has been incurred in propaganda works, 'l(-.aﬂcts‘, and lrf\«’lzld IIO-H‘ ler(‘h 1ave  been

rinted ; the President elect has come from Cal(:ut’rfl an . ld.?t. Jeen waiting at
Sylhet to preside over the Cunicrcncc.‘ Hundreds of Kishan Samities have incurred
expenses for sending delegates to the Conference. i ) -

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  No lengthy specch is necessary. The Hon., Mem.
ber is to explain only the occurrence. Datgs have been changed and permission
withheld. Is there any permission for holding the Conference on the 2nd and 3rd
December ?  This is “the material fact to be placed before the House. 71 may
be that the first permission has been withheld and a second - permisgion, has been
given. Is the hon. Member in a position to say that no second permission has
been given ? The hon. Member says that the dates have been shifted to 2nd and 3rd.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY - As the dates have

been changcd they perhaps
applied for permission and now they have sent this telegram.

- The Hon’ble Maulavj Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

cannot contribute anything to this discussion,

arrest
()l'gu-
bailed
cr 1943,

I am afiaid

because my Iriend, Mr. Karuys, Sindhu
Roy, came to my house with Comrade Abdulla Rasul, the President Elect ¢, this
Conference only three days back along with his other Kishan workers,

The #
plaint then made as also the complaint now made on the floor of the House, ;g ctcigt
six labour members who are alleged to be the life and soul of this ‘onference
which was going to be held on the, 29th November were arrested. I CNquired of
my hon. Friend if he got any details why they were arrested, but he sajq he had
no information. I have asked for a report from the Subdivisional Officey, Even
today he is not sure on what ground some of the workers have been detained, T1¢
may be that the preparation could not proceed on account of the detention of these
workers and the dates have been changed to 2nd and 3rd December. W

: ane : hether they
have applied for fresh permission, whether permission has been w1thht=,-ld,__thiS my
h'on. .Fnt'and has not been able to say, 1 also have not got any report from the

ﬂiczer up till now. T think the best course ) for my hon, Friend will
be not to try to adjourn the Hoyse on this matter when he is not sure  But if he can

place the real facts before e, even by telegram I will ask the Subdivisional ~ Officer
to give permission to holq , real Fo

Babu KARUNA SINDHU OY': On that assurance may I issue the invitation
cards and leaflets? .

* + The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sip MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : TIs my hon,
Friend sure that permission hasg

been withh Id ?° . .
Babu KARUNA SINDHU _I_{_()S_f'“;1 1YES, the Secretary has wired like that,
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: What is.that

telegram ?

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: 1 got the first telegram on the 25th November
which says ““Valley Conference postponed 2nd December arrange Rasul preside’.
\‘vsu-rdny again I got the second telegram “‘Permit Surma Valley Grow-More-
Food Conference Patharkandi withdrawn pray intervention”. After I was informede
that the date has been shifted to 2nd December, 1 got this telegram,

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: On what

date the telegram was issued ?
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Op the 27th.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Why was the date changed—the telegram does
not say. ; )

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Some persons were arrested and they have
now been bailed out.

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Whether the date was changed on account of the
fact that permission was withheld ?

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: "No: the date has been changed because those
workers have been arrested,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well, the Hon’ble Premier has given an
assurance and I do not see why the hon. Member should press.

Babu NARUNA SINDHU ROY: So that I may issue the invitation cards

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I cannot take
the responsibility. It is admitted that they got permission to hold a Food Conference
on the 29th-November. Now, excepting the bare telegram my Iriend has no other
facts to place before the House. The telegram only says that permission to hold the
Food Conference has been withheld. Tt is also not clear on what ground. If my
Friend can get all the facts and give them to me, I will seeifitis really an arbitrary
order. Ifitis an arbitrary order I wil] set aside that order. But if the Subdivisional
Offlicer has got some basis upon which he has refused permission, I will have to make
a thorough enquiry before I supersede that order,

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: In view of what has Dbeen said by the
Hon’ble Premier I do not like to press for leave to move my Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon, Member does not press for leave for

moving his Motion. So it is not necessary for me to decide whether the Motion
1S 1n order or not.

Presentation of the authenticated schedules of authorised expenditure in
relation to Supplementary Demands for the year 1943.44

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUI, MATIN CHAUDHURI : Sir, I beg to present
the authenticated Schedule* of authorised expenditure in relation to Supplementary
Demands for Grants for 1943-44.,

The Assam Debt Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 1942

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now we shall take up - consideratiol of further
amendments, if any, tothe amendments made by the Assam Legislative Council on
the Assam Debt conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 1942. L

No further amendments have been tabled.

Now the hon. Members are aware of the amendments which
to the Assam Debt Conciliation (Amendment) Bill, 1942, These are
and there have been no further amendments to them. So I
ments to the House. The amendments are to this effect ;

have been made

tl_le ‘amendments
am putting the amend-

*See Appendix F,
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“That for clause 2, the following shall be substituted :—

‘2. In section 2 of the principal Act— ) i

() For clause (¢) the following shall be substituted, 1:;_1(;11_:: yl.T e

o O L - whom a debt is owing and includes his heirs, execu-

Creditor’ means a person to s o1en includes a Co-operative Societ ‘e tstered
tors, administrators and assigns, and it also includes a P Yy registerc
under the Co-operative Societies Act (11 of 1912). l e
. (ii) For clause (¢) the following shall be substituted, namely i

‘Debtor’ means a person who owes a debt and who earns his ivelihooc mainly by
agriculture, and includes his heirs, executors, administrators and assigns.

Does the House agree to these amendments ?

(After a pause.)

As there is no objection I take it then that the House agrees to these amendments
. oy . : ; :
A message will be sent in due course to the Assam Legislative Council to this effect,

The Assam Revenue Tribunal Bill, 1941

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There are 20 amendments.  As I read the amend-
ments I think amendments to clause 3 should be taken up first. The first amend-
ment stands in the name of Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.

Clause 3

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Sir, I beg to move that for clause 3 (e

original clause, namely, the following shall be substituted :—

.. Constitution' of Tribunal.—¢3. The Provincial Government shall congiitute a
Tribunal to be called the Assam Revenue Tribunal. The Tribunal shall consist b 011:3
member possessing the qualifications of a High Court Judge as laid d ;
220(3) of the Government of India Act 1935.”

Sir, it was I who first submitted the Revenue Tribunal Bill, but withdrew
Congr es‘i-Coaht;on. Ministry assured me that a Government Bill would be introduced
Hon’ble Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri introduced the Bill when he was in ofﬁcc.
:I'hehprscscnt Governpaent has introduced the same Bill with little alterations., By Sir.
g‘l} ¢ Select Committee the Bill has been so mutilated that the purpose for which the

1 ng_l_ntrodu_ccd has been frustrated. I suggested in the Bill, for the curtailment of
?}ll?cc% itureé that only one non-official member should constitute the Revenue Tribunal
i select Committee has increased the number, and thus increased the c‘xpcnditurc.

e Ercscnt Membqr has been allowed a salary of Rs.3,500 per mensem. A non-oﬂici'\.i
?}11911]1( ;Ir can be available at a much lower salary, say, Rs.1,500 a month, I do n:)t

in 3 is Excellency would be unreasonable enough to fix a big salary if a non-official
gllz;l; :I‘, OI: even two non-official members, are available at a lower salary, Wi]t:n
RED 56‘3; ree Mem[?crs, we need pay the non-official members at least Rs 9 500
ot lsr_ the President and Rs.1,000 for the other Member. Moreover, Siy an
Rs'So0 aW oever he may he is to be given some allowance which _w111 not be |Je
Sl s ;rzolnth- Therefore the Tribunal which the present Bill seeks to ¢
v cast Rs.3,000 per month, If my amendment is accepted, Government will

least Rs.1,500 per monh:
many jugg’mlcl;;tthc question of efficiency shall also be raised. We have seen from the
inferior to Indi’—?ncgr'm-ng from the Calcutta High Court that lawyer Judges are not
denial Al o 1;11 Service Judges. Coming to our Province for instance, can it be
Muhammad Saadrﬁu - C. Dutt, an Hon’ble Mr. B. K. Das (yourself, Sir), a Sir
Chibha e e notal, a Mr, P. L. Shome, the present Advocate-Ger_leral, and, Srijut
ThCY can perform lhe;isrCfgme:nt than a Dawson, a Scott, a nggrlll_‘ls.,l a Cantlie ?
Scott, Mr. Desai and My, uties as a Member of the Revenue Tribunal as Mr.

: Higgins have done. -
With these words, I meve my amendment for the acceptance of the House.

own in sgection

it when the

Sir, an
ss than
onstitute
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved : ;

““I'hat for clause 3, the original clause namely, the following shall be substituted :—

‘3. Constitution of Tribunal.—The Provincial Government shall constitute a Tribu-
nal to be called the Assam Revenue Tribunal. The Tribunal shall consist of one member
possessing the qualifications of a High Court Judge as laid down in section 220(3)
of the Government ol India Act. 19357 %

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Sir, T am sorry I
have to oppose this amendment. As the hon. Members of this House know, this was
the original provision in the Bill, but the Select Committee after careful consideration
of the whole matter came to the conclusion that a three-Member Tribunal should be
constituted as in Bombay. This Bill has been modelled on the Bombay Act, and there-
fore the Sclect Committee thought it desirable to have a ‘Iribunal of three Members.
The Select Committee after very careful consideration came to the conclusion that a
single-Member Tribunal is .not desirable. Sir, the Revenue Tribunal as the highest
Tribunal in revenue matters occupies the position of High ourt. It is known to the
hon. Members that in the High Court also in a Court of Appeal, Reference or Revision,
a Bench is constituted Qf two or three Judges. The constitution of this Tribunal th_Cf_e"
fore must be such as to mspire confidence in all and sundry who have recourse to it.

t present we have a single-Judge Tribunal : we pay him the highest salary 1.ext to the

Overnor. Now, if we can provide for three Judges with the same amount, I think
there is certainly justification for having three’ Members. It will be admitted on all
hands that three heads put together arc always better than one. The hon. Mover of
the amendment has laid much stress on cconomy, but if we only look to economy we
may impair efliciency. So, both from the points of view of economy and efficiency I
think the House will agree with me that the constitution proposed in the Bill is the
best, and we also have the analogy of Bombay in this matter.  With these few words I
oppose this amendment.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The question is :

“That for clause 3, the original clause, namely, the following shall be substituted :—

‘3. Constitution of Tribunal.—The Provincial Government shall constitute a Tribu-
nal to be called the Assam Revenue Tribunal. The Tribunal shall consist of one member
possessing the qualifications of a High Court Judge as laid down in section 220(3) of the
Government of India Act, 1935.° >

' The question was negatived.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Mr, Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to move that in line 2 of
sub-clause (2) after the words “shall be” the words ‘“‘non-oflicials and” shall be added.
Here the intention is, that the Prcsi_dent and the Members of the Tribunal shall be non-
officials and appointed for a term of 5 years, etc. It is very simple and we want to get
rid of officials and so I suggest that there should be a non-official for a term of 5 years,
I think the Hon’ble Minister will have no objection to it.

TLhe. Hon'blethe SPEAKER ;' “Atas, pintaras

“That in line.2 of sub-clause (2), after the words ‘shall be’ the words ‘non-officials,
and’ shall be added.” ) v

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: I have to. oppose this Motion because the
Motion standing in my name would be. entirely nullified if it is adopted. I think i is.a
pity to exclude officials, With these words, I oppose the Motion. i

" "The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN ; Sir, I beg to
oppose this amendment. The Revenue Tribunal is the highest Tribunal ip revenue
matters. It must have an official with long experience in revenue matters. The
revenue cases, as all the. hon. Members know, are very much complicated ang i

"officer dealing with such cases must h'a\{c the benefit of experience a nd; a
knowledge of the working of revenue administration. Non-ofﬁcnals, with all reg ects to
the Members of this House, cannot be expected to fill up the void if the official II‘)O' osed
is eliminated altogether, Sir, I think, I have already drawn attention of the hbﬁ I\Bferh-
bers of the House that this Bill has been modelled on the Bombay Act and ooy et
bay Act also they do not have an entirely non-official body, but they have got one
official in their Tribunal. So I oppose this amendment, Sir, ; T

nd, intimate
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The question is

¢«That in line 2 of sub-clause (2), after the words ‘shall be’ the words ‘non-officials
and’ shall be added.”

The question was negatived. . )

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : I beg to move, Sir, that in sub-clause (3)(a),
the words ‘‘shall be a non-official, and’’ shall be omitted. In moving this amendment
1 can do no better than once again draw the attention of the hon. Members of this
House to the minute of dissent of Mr. Whittaker to the proceedings of the Select Com-
mittee. To what has already been said by Mr. Whittaker I would like to add that it
appears at least probable that revenuc settlement survey of Sylhet is bound sooner or
later to occur. Itis perfectly certain that a number of appeals will be preferred during
and after that survey which will require the assistance of a very well qualified and
experienced administrator. I think, it is desirable to leave the question of whether the
President shall be an official or non-official open ; so I do urge upon Members to accept
my amendment t_’h(:r(:l)y making it possible to choose the services of an oflicial ’\\‘i{h
special gualifications when necessary. I have said enough to show that it is desirable
to leave it optional as to whether an official or non-official should be the President ;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved : i

c«eThat in sub-clause (3)(a), the words ‘shall be a non-official, and’ shall pe
omitted.”’ ) ‘ e

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to oppose the
amendment that has been moved by my Friend, Mr. Blennerhassett. Sir, ] i not
convinced by thf: argument put forward by Mr. Whittaker in his Minute of Dissent
or by what has just been said by the hon. Mover of the amendment. The (,()I:il.l.:_
tion in the minute of dissent is that hon. Mr, Whittaker apprehends that there \-vill ]
dearth of suitable non-officials for the post of the President of the Revenye 'l'ril)mn)le
I do not share the same view. Ido not think that there will be such , Cﬂllli‘n-‘
gency w!’lcrc in the course of five yea-s one suitable non-official to hold :
the President of the Tri : : s e . the post of
! ribunal will not be available. Even supposing that gyitable
?on-oﬂf"}icl?.ls’ are not available, I think the definition that has been given of (he Bt
‘1‘101’1-0 cial’ .in the Bill covers a much wider field. The definition jg Jjke this :
Non-official means a person who at the time of his appointment does
office of profit und h : - 3 e s not held any
: : er the Crown in India’®. That means that besides i
officials, retired officials will al I $ other non-
justification for th will also be cligible for the post, and as such  there is no
Jwith cHilglInl (%Ic‘n:rte ?SgrzzcnSLOrll_Fal)qut dearth of suitable non-qfﬁcxals. Non-ofiGals
Saltctdl officials with %} c‘lua ification are sull_ not more e¢ven in the PFO_Vincc whilea
B S hols T ;c '}a}:p‘c qualification will not, I think, be wanting even to
8o Ml & al. lis contention _thcrcfor(: _has hzu:dl:y any substance,
condly, Sir, I do not think that on point of principle, itis at all desi,
put an official at the head of the p sy "Th R SuTable e
i B e e ad of the Rr:v.enuc_‘Tmbunal. The Revenue Tribunal will
In such circumsta AS(]:iS in many of which Sovernment will have a direct interest.
Sl e Publ}?ess thznk it undpsgrable to have an official at the head. I the
whetein it ia statlcfd (Lrvxcc Commission a statutory safeguard has bccn.pl‘ovidcd,
RSHhel e s Bt nt at_lthe Chairman of the Public Servicc Commission will
ment. The Publis Se(:;'WI ébe cligible for any post undc'rhCrown_ after his retire-
and has no occasion té)ced ommission has to deal only wit recruitment of services
involved, SO, Sir if s 3 C(:ldc any IS:SUC thre Gpvcrnmqnts mtere-st.ls dil‘CCt]y
found necessary i v _(?Sc of a body like the Public Se:rv.lce Commission it was
Provide a safeguard like this, I think it is all the more necessary

to make the Re : : :
o b Govem;f:;‘f Tribuna] independent of officials who will have to be dependent

Thirdly, Sir, I do not k ; i
oo Desitenepiy ot sufﬁcien?wti r:]vélat w111_pc the position, if niml ccﬁicnalt,h i 'apP.omtcd
service under 1fhe Revenue Trib e v o Fio- his peavicks
posts ? If so,t hlt w;)l_xlgi hardly be posgsiple for him to work freely and independently.
At any .ra.te, e }? sition \.Nnuld be embarassing to him. For all these reasons, Sir,
I think it is not only undesirable, but positively harmful to have an official as the

unal, Wil he be allowed to revert to his previous -

> o
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President of the Revenue Tribunal. Mr. Blennerhassett has raised the question of
legislation with regard to land-revenue matters. y . e I
Mr. E. ' W. BLENNERHASSETT: On a point of personal explanation, Sir.

did not say that, I said land settlement survey of Sylhet,

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I do not know, Sir, what the President of the
Revenue I'ribunal has got to do with regard to the land-settlement survey.

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Againon a point of personal explanation,
Sir, 1 said during the course of which and alter, many appeals are bound to be
preferred. .

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: There is no reason, Sir, why an efficient non-
official or retired official will not be able to deal fairly with these cases, particularly
when they will have the privilege of having the benefit of the advice of onz of the
most experienced officer in revenye matters as one of the Members of the Tribunal.
So, Sir, it is extremely undesirabje for all these reasons to put an oflicial as Head
of the Revenue Tribunal. " The Sclect Committee on which I had the honour to
sit considered the question in all its aspects and agreed that the Head of the
Revenue Tribunal sh.'lf! be a non-official,

Mr. BAIDYANATH ;\IOOI\"I.'IRJEH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 also rise to oppose
the Motion moved by hon. Friend Mry. Blennerhassett, Hon’ble Mr. Kamini
~Umar Sen has .m:l(lc _iL p‘crf‘ccz!y clc;}r' _lh:lt it will not be desirable to have an
official as the President of this Rcv'cnue 1;'1bunu'1“but, Diry =T think, he has missed
on¢ point. The real position  wi] bc' tour.d if the hon, J-f\*lcmbcrs care to see the
second paragraph below the Jjst containing the names ol the members of the
Select Committee on the 1st Page. It runs thus: “It was further pointed out by the
Revenue Sccretary that before the present  Bill could become law . thi Sccrzt'i 2
of State would have to dereserve the post of Member Revenye Tribu‘nlgl
which had been at present reserved by him for a Member of the Indian Givil
Service.”  Sijr, C\"Cf")’tl_““_g 15 hinted there. My hon friend M, Blel'luerhassctt has
mentioned the name of his Leader. Sir, it is quite natural that Mr, vy 'hittaker himself
being an  ex-official and also at present being an oflicial, wi]] like that an official
should be in charge of .llns Department. Sir, his whole idea is to  nullify the effect
of this Bill. Itwill be found in this Bill that one of the Members is the C PRcats
sioner of Divisions. If he wanted that there should be only one oflicial .Omn;]ls-
foze Mo P Bliancrhassait cquld have stated that the Commissioner shoullcilrll) t}‘;it.
President of the Revenue Tribung]. Now it is clear that this js Ot Hie: iie 2onune
the Commissioner should bfﬁ thf:‘ President. He wants that the Pres;
some other official. Now if his amendment is accepted, thenin thy, Case tyik Tt
be officials ; then Wh::lt about the remaining one ? It has been defined as alreag 0 will
tioned by my hon. Friend, Mr. S,Cn’ that a retired Government Servant yij b rey Inden-
as a non-official Member so far a5 (his Bill is concerned. Sjr, Wi garded
back the right which‘ has been taken away from us by tht:: reservation BE t-h_to get
by the Secretary of State for India for a Member of the Indian Civi] Servie 1S post
we have taken all these troubles—spent so much of our money, g Inuehc' After
time and papcrs,f—Mr. Blennerhassett, by moving one amf'l‘ldrnent,
‘everythin rom us. ' :
fay pverything BLENNERHASSETT: Not to take away but to maj .

Mr. BAIDYANATH I\C[OOKERJEE: I am sorry, Sir, I Cannet Ptionga]
because I am not of that official meatality which can Persuade UPport him
his amendment. If this amendment is accepted and if Governmem alse to SUpport
party to it, I think, it will be a very bad dgy-for 6 s h.as bee s
my hen. Friend, Mr. Sen, that th? Hon’ble Mmlst.er. who was m‘Charge ofead-y said by
who also sat in the Select Committee, was of opinion that the Pregi this Bill ang
a non-official. So, Sir, I hope the Hon’ble Minister will algq OPpose thenidshou]d "

ol

will set the matter right by safeguarding our legitimate claim ion and
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : My, Speaker, Sir, T , o

Motion on principle that it has been clearly realised by the Hous.:lse to oppose the

like to associate myself with the official clements. In the Select thar i

] ; . Co ; O nog
had the opportunity to serve, after a strenuous discussion, we haq o it whera I

ad tg Yield ’to accepy

.
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U } The President should be a non-official Member.
only " one Mctnl{cr .ds tlf(fh(ﬂzl:; %\!ll:‘ \fl\'hitt:nkcr fought to the last to convince the
Iy, that C,umllm.ttc;;,lm't Com;nittcc to accede to his wishes that the President at
Members of tlu: = official one, but we were not convinced and so we had to adopt
prcscnt_sh_ould > ar; President chould be a non-official one with certain qualifica-
S prm_clplc thdt] 'td]cdown in the clause. Now I think, Mr. Blennerhassett has taken
tions.w.hg(lh_ e ove the amendment on the Note which was attached by
the lmt-lau;:(f e Itr}]w Report which was submitted by the Select Comunittee. Mr,
Mr. Wh“‘? L,rt-:;,cd that the President shall be a non-official and the reasons he
thottakcr oy lwcrc that there may be circumstances which may make it particu-
aforibbd 'th(‘:orlc‘r:o appoint an official President. This was his view, Sir.  He also said,
l%rlz' ics;:fop:r HOE)E)ﬂiCial person may not be available, and that even if a non-
tha

* official person is available, his qualification may not always be superior to those of
offic1

e officers of Government. These are _thc arguments wh'ich_ Mr. Whittaker
BEOLO d in the Committee and he also made these things clear in his Note,

adva;'l_cc I may submit that the idea that qualified non-official persons may not always
be a\erltii.l,ab]c:, is not fully correct. It is'lhc experience of this Hm-\.’})lc I:I(}usc that there
are non-ofﬁCia_l pcrsons_who have prucllscd or huvc‘bccn practismg n the Hon’ple
High Court with standing reputation .:md if the (;ovc:_‘nmi:nt of As)san.n do decide
that one of those people should be given a chance of being the President of the
Fribunal, 1 do not see, Sir, there can be any dearth of suitable c_zmdldaftcs. With
this view we are all throu_gh fighting for a non-official one. Indian Civil Seryice
officers, which are probably in the minds of Hon’ble Mr. Whittaker and of the Hon’hje
Mover of this amendment, are superior to non-official persons even though the
non- official persons have attained the legal experience of long standing. cannot
associate myself with this idea becdiise an experienced man is alwiys superior in
his judgment when required to give a decision in any matter. With these views
in mind, Sir, ' do not agree with the hon. Mover of this amendment.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker
Sir, the hon. Members have already anficipated me in opposing this Motion. This’
point, I think, was debated upon at the time when the Bill was taken into consi-
deration. When Mr. Whittaker mentioned this point, I think, if I remember aright,
my Friend Mr. Sen gave a reply to him. Now Mr. Blennerhassctt thinks that anp
official may be neccssary to dispose of appcals arising from settlement operations

, and other cases, but we have alrealy got one official in the Tribunal, of course, in

the place ofthe Conimissioncr of DiViSiUnS, We now ]JI'OPOSC to have tl!(": Dril‘:CC-
tor of Land Records. T think the Housc will agree with me that the Director of
Land Records will be a senior officer of the Indian Civil Service having 2 good (,l‘?al
of revenue experience to his credit. I think, his presence will be sufficient to safe.
guard the interest of those people who may have a chance to aPPCEI from seq]q.
ment opperations. There is another aspect of the matter, Sir, which has not beey
touched upon by my predecessors, that is, from the point of view of economy also we
cannot leave the post open (o an official—by official, we of course miean 1nt1}an Civil
Service officers only. The House will see that we have laid down the qualification of
the President of " the proposed Tribunal that he must have the qualification of a High

Court Judge ond under section 220(3) of the Government of India Act, 193'5 i
) “% person shall not be qualified for appointment as a Judge of a High Court
unless he—

. (@) iga barrister of England or Northeérn Ireland, of at least ten years stand-
ing, or a member of the

tanding ; or Faculty of Advocates in Scotland of at least ten  years
sta F

(b) is a member of the Indian Civil Service of at least ten years standing, who
has for at least three years served

- L L 2
; : 4 as or exercised the powers of, a district judge. *
So, the President of this Tribunal will have to be a spcnior officer of the Indjan
Civil Service and Thave calculated that an officer of Indian Civil Service putting

jn at Jeast 10 ycars will draw a pay of Rs.1,350, So we cannot have an officer foT

4

| ———EEE
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less than that amount. But our proposal now is to have a Bench of three Judges and
on the analogy of Bombay, and in Bombay, I may inform the House the Presi-
dent of the Tribunal draws Rs.1,000 per mensem and we do not propose to give
the President a higher salary than that. So from the point of view of qcapoIy
also it will not be expedient to keep this post open for officials. I think the qucct
of the amendment is to have a President with Judicial and Rcvenuc experience.
Retired officers of Government, Sir, having such experience will not !)c _Wanting
and they are included in the term non-oflicial. So Isay thereis no pointin omit-
ting the term ‘non-official’ from the clause.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The question is: } .

“That in sub-clause (3)(a), the words ¢ shall be a non-official, and ’shall be
omitted.”

The question was negatived. ’

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Maulavi Muhammad Magbul Hussain Chaudhury

is then to move amendment No.6%.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: I am not
going to move it, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then amendment No.7 is to be moved.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1 beg to
move : ““That in lines 2 and 3 of sub-clause (3)(#), for the words ‘Commissioner
of Divisions’ the words ‘Director of Land Records, Assam’ shall be substituted.”

Sir, when the Bill emerged out of the Select Committee this matter came up
for consideration whether the Commissioner of Divisions will have time enough to
serve as an associate member of the Tribunal. The Commissioner of Divisions was
asked whether it would be possible for him to serve on such a Tribunal. After
going through the matter the Commissioner wrote on lst .NOVClll_bt::l‘ 1941 that it
will not be possible for the Commissioner to do this work in addition to his own.
So far as the Commissioner’s duties are concerned, although appcllatt.: powers have
been taken away from him, he has got to remain engaged on touring .thro_ughout
the Province in connection with the inspection and other duties and since Assam
has been drawn to the front line of the war his duties have still more increased.
So, I think, it will not be possible to spare him for the Membership in the Revenue
Tribunal. In view of this, Sir, we have decided to substitute him by f:hc Director of
Land Records. Now the Director of Land Records’ headquarters 1s at Shillong
and although he isa touring officer, 1 think, he can well attend the sittings qf the
Tribunal whenever required. And moreover this Director of Lal}d _ Records is an
oflicer of extensive experience in revenue matters and he h_as also intimate knowledgc
of the working of Revenue Department inasmuch as this officer has to deal with
settlement operations also. So we propose to substitute him and this amendment
has Leen proposed as a measure of expediency and convenience.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved : . ol

““That in lines 2 and 3 of sub-clause (3)(b), for the words ‘Commissioner of
Divisions’ the words ‘Director of Land Records, Assam’ shall be sul.)stltut-ed, »

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: On a point of information, Sir, will there be
any occasion in which an order of the Director of Land Records, Assam, is likely
to be revised or reviewed by the Triktunal ? .

The Hon’ble Khan Ba){ladur Maulavi SAYIDUR _RAHMAN: Generally I
think therc will be no cases from the decision by the Director of_ Land Records.
But when any scttlement of Revenue will be in progress, I think, there wil] be
some such occasion for an appeal from his decision. But in that case
have a temporary substitute.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : If there is no provision in the Act how can there
be a substitute ? But there is an alternative in the proviso in the case of ““Clommis-
sioner”. Here it is mentioned that ‘‘when the appeal or application for revis-
ion is against an order of the Commissioner of Divisions, or when there is no

*Maulavi Muhammad MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY to move :— "
That sub-clause (3)() and the proviso thereunder shall be deleted.

we can
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Secret: he Government
Divisions is :mber _hall be the Secretary to t  Go
Commissiqncr ] EH\:’I:;:OL:::S’ Dti.l;;’utINIIl':(:[l?t’)’t There was an u]t(:'n];tt-wc I').l(.)\ISIUIl. But
of Assam in the b I(-:i n’ble Minister moves there is no alternative pr‘o‘\ |Isu‘m&1 ' ’
here in whatbtlhb thco‘il’]"AKFR‘ Unless the hon. Member opposes the ] otion,
2 e S ILE ) 2 =88
1 g’(l;ilr:ncgl'tlsnpm the Motion before the House.
. = i ? / . AN - -
Wbt b hin Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: We have already
The Hon

omittcc} th?éApﬁf{i\??.KUMAR SEN: I think that can be made in the next amepg.
Babu ’

g ’ble the SPEAKER : But there is no ;uncml:rmnt-N (L
e INI KUMAR SEN: I refer to amendment i .
Babu B2 he SPEAKER: It is wanted that the proviso be deleted. e
The Hon’ble the S S il the “‘Director of Land Records” |,e substi-
’ble Minister’s position is this that i e Fs eorcecEa may be omitted Thi
Hon the “Commissioner of Divisions” then this provis) | e s
!.u!l:’i:id Cf;);;: 1 TF #hs | Flonge accepts that the words ““Director of Land Records should
ol ] : is ecessity for the proviso. y . e
be tlggll-)cuth;g}’:%\f{&i IE(L)J?VIXI?HKL"\!I 'I']lu's can be done in this way, Sir. The
oviso runs thus :— ) - T T
prcsc‘?[t:vl!())rvidcd that when the appeal or application {ur r(:\és‘lml ‘l?-i -llgc‘l‘ms; J-'_n.x _order
of the Commissioner of Divisions, or when there is no r ”{?:T::’l‘“ ?I:( tll”- Jivisions,
this Member shall be the Secretary to the Govcmlﬂ_ﬂﬂ‘: = ’f']",md Bea 1‘¢,l ,l’{C\'(‘nuc
Department.”” 1 think, substitution of the wordf; “le“iﬁ"’r U of D:O{f'S ﬁ’n s
words ‘““Commissioner of Divisions or when there is no Commissioner o 'Visions
I hope, serve our purpose,

The Hon’ble Khan Kahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: [ ihink, Sir, that
amendment can he allowed.,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 think no hon. Member is going to Spcak on 1his
Motion. Then I am putting this question before the House.
The question is:

will,

““That in lines 2 and 3 of sub clause (3)(4), for the words <Cop

_ 1Mmission ey of
Divisions’ the words ‘Director of Land Records, Assam’ shall be substitaited®’,
The question was adopted,

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulayi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, 1
the next amendment,

The Hon’ble the SPE LR -
as it falls throy h AKER ;

Y move

I think then that amendment No.8

1S not nCCGSsary

- "o’ble Khan Bahaduy, Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Then, Sir, T 1
0 Wove I,I,kc this that in Jineg o and 3, of the previso for the words "Commissi()ncr {:)f
oclcvliilons the words “Director of Land Records, Assam™ be substituted whereyey they

: KUMAR SEN: 1 not think, Sir, that will be
pﬁz?ozzﬁausﬁ. there js another ef’il)rcss.io;llo“or when there is no Co
words ©Compsr. 218 ) be deleted. So I think it would be  betyer gp 4por
be subftoute bSl(;}rlxer of Divisions, of where there is no_ C":”TlrnlS's_lom:r of " Divisions?
is to be subetit 3:; de words “Director of Land Records®™. That Is the whole phrase

uted by the €Xpression ““Director of Land Records”,
The Hon’ble the S

—TT PEAKER: Very well, the Mover may put down the amend.

R e ——

= E] < -h--—h——‘—"‘—“_‘*—-—_‘e
#8. The Hon’ble Khap Bahaqy

—_- * Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN to move :
That in line 3 of sub-clayge (3)(b), for

he ““semi ” a ‘“fullstop” shall be substituted and
the proviso thereunder shal] he deleted, Pl Potpimptent 5 ? '

ql:“t_c Elppro-
Mmissioner of
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Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch, till 2 p. m.
After lunch

Clause 3. (contd.)

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, I have since
looked into the point which was raised by my hon. Friend Mr. Kamini Kumar Sen. I
am advised that the Director of Land Records has no appellate powers and he will not
be called upon to decide any case out of his decision. So as advised Sir, I would like
to retain this amendment No. 8.

I beg therefore to move that in line 3%f sub-claule 3(b), for the ** semi-colon ™ a
“fullstop’” shall be substituted and the pn‘wisn thereunder shall be deleted.

The Hon’ble the .ql)l‘:.‘\l\'l‘:l{: J\Ill(‘ll(llncn[ moved ;
“That in line 3 of sub-clause 3 (4), for the ‘semi-colon’ a “fullstop’ shall be substituted
and the proviso thereunder shall be deleted.”

The question was put and adopted.

Amendment No.9%* T think stands barred and so it is not to be moved.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to
move that after sub-clause (4), the following shall be added as sub-clause (5) =—

““(5) The President and the non-official member shall be paid such salary as may
be prescribed.

Sir, originally when the Bill was drafted and when it was considered by the
Select  Committee we were under the impression that the salary of the Tribunal
will be fixed by the Governor and therefore we did not like to make this provision.
But we have since been advised that this sub-section}(3) of section 296 does not apply to
the Tribunal which will be constituted by the Legislature. So we have to make this
provision for the salary of the Members and the President. There will be one cfficial.
So we need not fix his salary.  As regards the President and non-official Members we

have to prescribe the salary and we have left it to be prescribed by the rules. Hence
I move this amendment.

The Hon’'ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :
““That after sub-clause (4), the following shall be added as sub-clause (5) :— |
¢(5) The President and the non-official member shall be paid such salary as  may

3 BY¥

be prescribed’.
The question was put and adopted.
The question is:
«That clause 3, as amended, stands part of the Bill”.
The question was adopted.
Then I am taking clause 2,

Clause 2.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur MaulaviaélKYZIDuR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move
““That in line 1 of sub-clause (3), for the word ‘Tribunal’ the words “The Tribunal’
shall be substituted”.

This is only a verbal error which may be rectified.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

““That in line 1 of sub-clause (3), for the word ‘Tribunal’ the words “The Tribu-
nal’ shall be substituted.”

The question was put and adopted.

The question is :

“T'hat clause 2, as amended, stands part of the Bill”.

The question was adopted.

*Maulavi Muhammad Magqbul Hussain Chaudhury

9. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury - to move :—
Maulavi Abdur Rahman

That in line 2 of sub-clause (4) for the word “Member** the word ““Members® shall be substituted
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Clause 4.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy is now to move his

amendment with regard to clause 4. ) i -
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: I Wlll'nnt' move it,* Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The ({U_(:Stlfnlrl.‘s' -
“That clause 4 of the Bill stands part of the Bill.
The question was adopted. ' _
Clause 5.
The question is: )
“Th;it clause 5 of the Bill stands part of the Bill.”

The question was adopted. Clause 6,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:
«¢That clause 6 of the Bill stands part of the Bill.”
The question was adopted.

Clause 7.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I begto moy
that in line 3, for the word and figure “Section 57 the words “this Act” sha]l | '~‘
substituted. -

This amendment is only to clarify and remove the ambiguity of the words.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

“That in line 3, for the word and figure ‘Section 5°, the words ‘this Act’ shal]
substituted”’.

The question was put and adopted.

The question is:

““That clause 7, as amended, stands part of the Bill.”

The question was adopted.

})c

Clause 8.

'_Thg Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: 1 beg to m
that in line 4 of sub-clause (2), for the ““colon’ a “full-stop” shall be substituted "l
f('t;!)‘ the proviso thereunder the following sub-clause shall be  substituted as SUb'Cl;TSd

s e

- “(3, In computing the period of limitation, the provision of the Indian Limj

Act IX of Act, 1908, applicable to applications for review of a judg

1908, s a civil court shall, so far as may be, apply
. . under this Section”.

'I:hxs 13 only to substitute the proviso by a separate sub-clause,

The Hon’ble the SPEARER : Amendment moved :

‘“That in line 4 of sub-clause (2), for the “colon” a “full stop”” shall be substij

i&iggt:}—xi proviso thereunder the following sub-clause shall be substituted as

tatig
" n
ment or  order of

to applications for reviey

tuteq
sub.

““(3) In computing the period of limitation, the provisions of the Indi
Act IX o Act, 1908, applicable to applications for review of a judgme
1908, a civil court shall, so far as may be, apply to applic

- under this Section”.

he question was put and adopted.

"1:"111‘6 Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

o hat clause 8, as amended, stands part of the Bill.”
¢ question was adopted.

an LimitatiOn

nt or Ordm"of
ations for review

The Hon’® Clause 9.
¢ Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I beg to move

that in line 7, for th i ; ;
? e worcs ““‘said date” the words ‘‘date on which this Act ¢ i
force” shall be substituted. omes intg

This is only to remove the ambiguity.

*Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy to move :(—
That clause 4 shall be deleted.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

‘““That in line 7 for the words ‘said date’ the words ‘date on which this Act comes
into force’ shall be substituted’.

The question was put and adopted.

The question is: '

““I'hat clause 9, as amended, stands part of the Bill.,”

The question was adopted.

Clause 10.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: 1 beg to move
that the word ¢ same”’ occurring in line 2 shall be deleted,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Amendment moved :

““Ihat the word ‘same’ occurring in line 2 shall be deleted™.

I'he question was put and adopted.

The question is :

““T'hat clause 10, as amended, stands part of the Bil1”,

The question was adopted.

Clause 11.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: 1 beg to move
that in line 5 of sub-clause (1), for the word ““matter” the word ‘““matters’ shall . be
substituted.

This is only a verbal error to be rectified.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Amendment moved :

“That in line 5 of sub-clause (1), for the word ‘matter’ the word ‘matters’ shall
be substituted”’.

The question was put and adopted.

The question is :

“T'hat clause 11, as amended, stands part of the Bill.”

The question was adopted.

R = Clause 12

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I beg to move :

““That in lines 2 and- 3 of sub-clause (1), between the words ‘shall’ and ‘frame’
the words ‘from time to time’ shall be inserted.”

These are also verbal mistakes which are sought to be rectified.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Amendment moved :

““That in lines 2 and 3 of sub-clause (1), between the words ‘shall’ and ‘frame’
the words ‘from time to time? shall be inserted”’.

The question was put and adopted.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: That in line 1 of

sub-clause (2), for the words “The regulations®’ the word “Regulations’ shall be sub.

stituted.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

“That in line 1 of sub-clause (2), for the words ‘The regulations’, the word ‘Regu.
lations’ shall be substituted”’.
The question was put and adopted.
The question is: .
“'T'hat clause 12, as amended, stands part of the Bil].”
The question was adopted.
Schedule

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAY -

¢“That in serial numbers 4, 6 _and’ 7, the word “The’ shall be in
names of the Acts and Regulation”.

This is a grammatical mistake which may be rectifieq

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moyeq .

«“That in serial numbers 4, 6 fmd 7, the word «The> shall be inserted before the
names of the Acts and Regulation”.

I beg to move -
serted before the
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The question was put and adopted.
The question is: .

““That the Schedule, as amended,
The question was adopted.

stands part of the Bill.”

Clause 1.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:
¢<“That clause 1 stands part of the Bill.”
The question was adopted.
Title and Preamble.
The Hoa’ble the SPEAKER : T'he question is:
¢¢That the Title and Preamble of the Bill stand part of the Bill.”
The question was adopted.
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I beg to "
that the Assam Revenue Tribunal Bill, 1941 be passed. 5 HIYE
Sir, this Bill had a very chequered career. It was introduced in the Budget Sessi
of 1941. Then 1t was referred to the Select Comrmittee.  T'he Sclect Committee (.'.hhmn
the 28th JUIY 1941 and the report was submitted in Scpl(:mh::r and was -.‘( S &Gt On
the House on 1st December 1941, But the detailed consideration \'\."lt," % SEEEE i
with as the Ministry resigned. In the November session of 1942 the .IS’HMH -
sented to the House for consideration ; but in th(“l'I‘,‘i‘tl 'Budqct Session it 1 N b ks pOe
the second reading. The third z'c:i.din” \N’i.‘id ]1‘clm-'cvv:-|" »ost l)-um-d P}\lﬁ‘bc(l fhr(mgh
considerable delay had occurred in the ’:’l‘i‘;i:;’, . t}u-’];;lll !—'\Iu\\.; + As a result, a
been ‘con'sidered clause by clause, I 'h(i ‘(... o -I\fl"(:n.’],]){:rk; “:i“d? ,L.h[.' Bill has
the objection under rule 70 of the "A%‘;cmll;)l;r Rules and allow the B'll‘lm”. to waive
at the same meeting. £ : : ) > bill to be passed
I’}f‘i Hoﬁ’blc the SPEAKER : Motion moved :
Babftlt{glé};ﬁ? IIéctz_}nr:nuc 'I"r‘i}?ur:;ll Bill, 1941 be passed.”
vegrdl g it drs Sk Mz‘I\R b!:,N :  Mr. Speaker, .Si_r, I like to say a word wj |
H ¢ | as just been said by the Hon’ble Minister. I think it
ouse will object to the Bill being passed or raise any technical objecti 110 one in this
st by, Faul ik il sto 6 ety T ikt bt <F it ln posedd Jeraon o its passing
be considerable delay in having the assent ?H’-VLE ,1 _l”cb !MS'; N ‘Of ,1}y there is likely to
Scm"ctary of State is received for the d‘ere ok o h[c(,;} .nbgqt 0;'1 :iss. ' 11: sanction of the
ll'rll:dla::- Gl aetviceDiosE:  In thc'rc;:)r:tdrt)lfotnhg Svi?clt) Commitics irtcs'ldcm ar the
1; f? this in paragraph 2 ““It was further pointed out by the Revenue Sls ‘f;ﬂcntmned
efore the present Bill could become 1a }p secret S €cretary that
the post of Member, Revenue Triby \lv t ;c Secretary ol . tat(‘: would have to dereserve
a member of the Indian Civil Scrvifr-la y WD]lc-h ha(.lhl.)c?n at ]?iCSen_t rescrved by him for
elapse between passing of the Bill anhc?.'t }l.-"mg' y 1L oy dil which must necessarily
examine cases from other depart its becoming law 1t will be possible further to
cases’ so that they might bg : rrients Whlch mlght b(; prOpm']y termed T
4(3) [re-numbered 5(3)] of the B_mc uded in the list proposed to be drawn up iy clau
What I like to know fro ill as a supplement to the Schedule’’, ANsE
hended when the Bill was } Trn the Government is whether the delay that was 5
ed by this time. If the sa before the Select Committee two years ago has been laPPI e-
shall we have to wait tnCtIOn has not yet been received, I do not know hsl‘”‘]“cn‘
Hon’ble Minister will info~0 make it an Act even if this Bill is passed now. I tC])]V_V kOIll
for India or dCrCSCrvati()nlmfthe House whether the sanction of the Secretary olfnStflle
expect it. Ifit has not ;1 the post has been obtained and if not, when we (;ae
have it dome Withoin furthready been reccived, I hope Government will take steps t];
The Hon’ble Khan Baphag, 02V i
the question that has been py; 111)1‘ Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The answer to
not received any sanction yet b\?t my hon. Friend Mr. Sen is in the negative. We have
surely consider the suggestion that ttg‘.e matter is under correspondence and I shall
position is this: if the Bill is passed iris i}}()uld be obtained as.llelarly as possible. The
House ; so it will take some time befor; tl}i House to-déﬁy it Wéd he dS(‘int‘ to the Upper
the assent of the Governor, and T am sureeHBmFls ﬁﬂa y p?rf:, Gz:)r:, ik ready fﬁr
speediest steps to obtain the sanction of th e ot Bt oy Tudi ool gkt
e Secretary of State for India (hear, hear).
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Before I put the question to the House I may
inform the hon. Members that there was the message of His Excellency the Governor to
the House under Sub-Section (3) of Section 82 of the Government or India Act before
the Bill was taken up for consideration. The proceedings would thus show that there
was the message sent by His Excellency the Governor as required by Sub-Section (3) of
Section 82 of the Government of India Act.

The question is :

‘“T'hat the Assam Revenue Tribunal Bill, 1941, be passed.”

The question was adopted.

*Discussion s¢ the food situation in the Province

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This finishes the business of the day, and 1 would
like to know whether the House wishes to proceed with the Food Debate to-day.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sir, I want to
make onc request.  As many hon. Members have taken part in this debate and I have
taken voluminous notes, it will be much better if other hon. Members speak to-day,
and I am given the chance to speak to-morrow.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER @ Very well. The House will now proceed with the
further discussion of the Motions on the Food Situation in the Province.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Mz, Speaker, Sir, it is not without a sense
of diffidence that I rise to join in this ‘(Ivb;ltc on the vital problem of the day, namely,
the food problem. Sir, 1 naturally feel that those lecading Members of our Party
whose presence in this House and outside would give us inspiration and guidance in the
solution of this problem are not in our InldSE to-day. They have been left behind the
prison bars, for how long nobody knows. Therefore I feel T am rather out of context
and out of tune. . .

Sir, this contingency was visualised by the Congress as soon as war broke out.
Those who have studied carcfully the Resolutions of the All-In lia Congress Committee
and the Working Committee of the Congress must have noticed that they emphasised
the programme of sell-sufficiency for cach rcgmna'l unit, specially with regard to food
and clothing. Perhaps that aspect of lhc_ Resolutions did not receive consideration in
this side of the country in the way 1t was expected to do, but this war has clearly
demonstrated to us the evil effect of centralisation of industries.  Sir, if it so happens—
we do not wish it to happen—that some particular areas where we have got our textile

*1. Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY to move i—

- . - :‘. 3
“That this Assembly do proceed to consider the food situation of the Province”,

2. Maulavi ABDUI. BART CHAUDHURY
Maulavi NAZIRUDDIN AHMED to move :—
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN

: : ini 3 ly grave situation arising out of the acut
“That this Assembly is of opinion that the extremely g : . 5 iy ute shortage
of foodstuffs and the abnermal prices thereof in the Province be taken into consideration’, g
rods X

3. Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN to move:—

“That this Assembly is of opinion that the Govc_rnmen_t of Assam do constitute a specia] Committe
of seven members consisting of officials and non-officials, with non-official majority to be Nominated bB
the Government to draw up a definit - programme to deal with the economic and food Problemg of thy
Province and to regulate the supplv policy’’. c

Amendments to Mauiavi Muhammad Magbul Hussain Chnudhury’s motjon on th : y
of the Province to be discussed on 23rd November 1943, ¢ food situation

1 Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE to move o

‘“Taking the food si uation into consideration this Assembly is of opinion that
tackle the present food situation and to improve the economic condition of
Vernment do take the fo]iowing measures amongst oth}crs at once :—-

(1) To open registers in villages immediately throughout the rovince with ¥ e
¥ he name of cach cultivator, (5) the area of his land under Padd‘E Cu!tivatiot:f, ?6)\:;:21 quanti:‘; (zf

in order to effectively
he province the Go-
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industry are bombed (I am not giving any l'::un](}:.n.; llft:cf'!ul.‘,f: lh-nl I\«jguhlir I’:‘:u-}i:-\k”lﬁ-()(lll‘lj(:
Military secrets), what would be the n:.:n;lt ? Per Idl[).‘:' cn :n_nnu c: 1 I‘l invc s
ake India half naked for ten ycars. .l lnz‘n being the pos‘tion, it woulc .
Eicﬁ better if we could develop the spimning wheel l‘nflusuy, if we could dev cl.f)p '»:)m;
agricultural resources and try to become sclf»:.;glilcu:m, specially when our transpor
system has been congested by.dcm;u;ds of ‘lhc Mlxht:'xr)f. e B e gl
Sir. it is not a little amusing to find that _our National War Front Lec ac n::l ) h'\.(..
at last t’hought it fit to take to the cult of spinning wheel,  But they are preac ";‘&L‘-t
through people who have neither the experience nor the perseverance ’th:ll‘_lhc charka
demands, and it is not for me but for the Leader of the National War Front to say
how far the movement has s_uc0ccdcd. ' ,
Sir, in this state of affairs people are cr.)nfusc:(!, and pc:rl];lps nn'ltrss the State. We
always find an attempt on the part of diffzrent units of administration to transfer  the
responsibility for this crisis to different shoulders.  Mr. Amery would try to shift it on
the Provincial Governments, and the Provincial Governments try to throw 1t on the
Forces over which they had no control, and the Central Government similarly try to
shift the burden on others. And in the midst of this confusion the people would at least
lose corfidence on those to whom they would naturally look for protestion. At the
beginning of this crisis, the Provincial Governments undertook the responsibility and
introduced provincial bans, but soon after, perhaps on the results achieved being not
satisfactory, the Central Government thought it fit to interfere, and in May last they had
unceremoniously stepped in and introduced free trade in certain provinces with a  view

crop when harvested, (d) number of members of dependents in the family of each cultivator below and
above 12 years of age secparately.

. (2) To prevent export from the province before knowing the actuat surplus, if any, and to allow
inter-district export of foodgrains within the province.

(3) To pursue vigorous anti-hoarding drive.
(4) To prevent profiteering by all possible severest means.
(5) The Grow-Morc-Food Campaign be properly handled by an expert and qualified officer.

(6) To set up Regional Food Advisory Boards throughout the province to regulate the production
supply and price. '

(7) To introduce ration cards throughout the province,

(8) .To ma_.kc adequate arrangements for supplies of all kinds of essential foodstuffs and other
necessaries of life”.

2. Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN to move :—

“That after the word ‘Province’ at the end iginzl Motion the following 1 :
‘and that this Assembly is of o gt il e Vho Dol ded e

. pinion that the Government do take the following a
measures without delay : 8 amongst other

(a) Introduction of rationing all over the Province including the rural areas; and
(b) Fixation of price of all essential foodstuffs including milk, meat, eggs and fish’ »,
3. Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV ¢ ;
‘“That after the word ‘Province’ at thoe THOJZ';
‘and that this Assembly is of opinion that the
purchases of rice or paddy on their own SCERUTE
Amendment to Maulavi Abdur Rah ’ : . e : . .
ik 1 man’s motion regarding constitution of a Lorpmnttcc to draw
&%vaégggrr?glt;c 0 deal with the economic and fond problem of the Province, to be discussed on 23rq

1. Srijut SUI{ENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN to move :

““That for the original Moy; .
on the followi tituted :—
“That this Assembly i P e g beanbaohn

of opini ; . n do set i ) i
of seven members of the Assam 1, Pinion that the Goverrment of Assar his H up a Standing Committea
egislature, five to be elected from this House, one to be nominateq
by the Government from among th s {CCbE il d il ol : ;
Supply to act as its Chairman gt %membcrs of the Legislative Council and the Mxmstcr—m-chmgcl of
u | ts ) to advise time to time on roblems and polic
connected with Civil Supply of the vaitnl::i’q?vcrnmcnt from P policy

2. Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY t0 move -

the original Motion the following be added :—
Government of Assam do refrain from making any

b

<A fter the word ‘Government’ in the fourth line the following shall be added ;~—

¢and to be taken from all parties of the Provinee’,”

J— -
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to relieve the acutencss of the problem. But there was little co-operation from the pro-
vinces and our Hon’ble Premier also in a public statement resented the interference on
the part of the Central Government. Of course, I do not know what effective step he
could take to remedy the mischief. But whatever it may be, we found as a result that
our neighbouring province, Bengal did not fare any better while Assam grew definitely
worse. It did not make Bengal rich in food, but made Assam poorer. So again the
matter was left to the Provincial Governments. Only the other day we fourid in the
papers that the Food Minister in one of the Houses of the Central Legislature declared
again that the administration of the food policy was the central responsibility. What
is the implication of that declaration, I cannot say, but if that really means that the
Centre will take up the entire responsibility for feeding the people, I think, we have
very little to do in this House in this matter, Any way, Sir, from all these incidents
we find that there is lack of cohesion between the different units of the administration
and there is no coherence and consistency in the principle adopted for tackling this pro-
blem. Sir, the other day Mr. Whittaker compared the Government with a ten
cylinder internal combustion engine It may be so, but if there is leakage of compres-
sion, even the ten cylinders would not work—the machine will not develop necessary
Powers to tackle its own problems. In the District of Sylhet in the carly part of May
]F'lst a freezing order was .issucgl, probably, at the instance of the Deputy
Commissipner. from my discussion with the Direct~r of Supplies, I find that
he had no knowledge about it, but the hon. Members hailing from the District of Sylhet
will perhaps all bear me out that for some days all the officers available from all the

branches of the Subdivisional and District administration, were drafted for the purpose

bf ascertaining the stocks of all stackists and cultivators in excess of 25 maunds of paddy
and that the stockists and cultivators having excess stock were ordered not to dispose of
this stock without the pcrn_ﬁssion of the Government. People did not understand the
motive underlying this action. The officers who went to execute this order, could not
explain to the people why they were taking that step. But it gave some unscrupulous
officers a wide chartar for corrupt practices. There were frantic efforts on the part of the
cultivators to conceal their stock or to dispose of it anvhow or to give a declaration of a
stock much below their actuals. The result was an unneccessary wastage of money and
incorrect estimates of the stock position in the District. Then afterwards out of this
stock some quantity was requ’sitioned by the Government and was distributed to the
Government employces at concession price and the owners were offered a price which is
much below the market price. Even though there was no price control at the time,

they were made to accept Rs.8 or in some cases Rs.10 per maund of paddy when the

prevailing rate was Rs.15 to Rs.18 per maund. So people considered this a highhanded

action on the partof the State and they did not know what the limit of State interfer-

ence would be. This also tended in some way to shake the confidence of the people in

the Government. :

Sir, we have heard so much in the course of 'this debate about thz_lt poor creature—
named hoarder. Perhaps, if he could be brought within the precincts of this House
hairg of his head would have been pulled down one by one and he would have been in
a terribly miserable plight. But T submit, Sir, that this hoarder as also black market
are the creation of the Government. Why do the people hoard and why is there the
black market ? People hoard because there is either an actual s_hortagc Or an appre-
hended shortage. Theire is the black market because the wh1_te market is so scarce,
Therefore, I submit " to this Housp that piece meal interference on the part of the State
has been responsible for the creation of _the hoarder and also the black market. Hoard-
ing is not the cause but effect of food shortage natural or’ man-made. Who would not
say that some amount of hoarding has not been done by some hon. Members of this
House and the Hon’ble Ministers ? If there is a thorough search in the houses of
the Members of this House and the Hon’ble Mimisters, I believe, at least 3 or 4
months® stock will be detécted in many houses. SApl

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : You are judging by your own standard.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADI_TYA i ha}\rc not even one week’s stock
in my -house—I can assure my Friend about it. Whenever e were invited
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of the Province, there is no point in inviting people from outside the Province and
being offered permanent rights in the land.  Then in importing people from outside
the Province we are to consider about other things. Whatis the density of popula-
lation in this Province? What should be the standard of density? What should be
the decent standard of living?  What should be the acreage for each family to
constitute an economic ho'lding? 1 have got some figures, Sir. In Europe 250 persons
per square miles is  considered to be the optimum population. If the total area of
this earth is given to rice cultivation it can support 300 persons per square mile. The
d:-mity of 250 persons per square mile works out 40 persons per hundred acres. But
in the whole of British India the L[t‘ttsil)‘ is 118 persons per 100 acres. In Assam
population per 100 acres of sown area is I35 next only to Bengal, Bihar and Madras
and equal to the United Provinces. So in that view of things we cannot say that
Assam can admit of furthe: import of people, unless there is simultaneous
attempt towards improvement of agriculture and also introduction of new industries.
There must be a balance between agriculture and industries, In Assam the ratio
ol improved crops to the usual cultivation is -06 whereas in Bengal the proportion
is about 13, in the United Provinces it is 13'9, in Bihar it is 18'2. So if there
IS an attempt at intensive cultivation, if there is an attempt at introduction of
more industries, if there is a simultancous attack on the problem from all sides, I
admit, there might be scope for more population in the Province. But without
proper planning. if we import people from outside, we do not solve ths problem;
rather we complicate the problem for future, Haphazard growth of population
would create snags in the way of future development of the Province. It is only
the economic aspect of the question and not the political that should influence the
decision of this Guvcg'nrncm: Do you want in Assam a race of weaklings and
imbeciles, ill-fed and ill-clad? Do you want to enact Bengal again in Assam? Or do
you want in Assam that there should be a race of healthy, sturdy and long lived
pecple? If you want that, you should seriously consider whether by throwing open
land without any sort of planning and colonisation, you are solving the problem or
vou are complicating the problem. Influx of new people means further commitments
of Government financially, in their education, sanitation and communication. Have
the Government been able to solve the problem even for the existing population?
These are the points which, T submit, this Government should seriously consider.
They must see that the economic standard of this Province do not further deterio-
rate. We want both qualitative and quantitative progress. My concluding appeal
to the Hon’ble Premier will be—care more tor the dying bird than for its plumes.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Mr, Speaker Sir, though I do not think, I shall be
able to make much useful contribution to this debate, I feel that I shall be failing
in my duty if I do not take part in this discussion over food problem which is really
the mogt vital problem for all of us to-day. Sir, from what we have already heard
from the different hon. Members coming from the diflerent parts of the Province, I
think, there can bc_ no dgubt that the food situation is still very serious. The
situation that prevails in different parts of the Province also seems to be almost of the
same nature. So,with(_)Ut going much into the details, I propose to make some
general observations with regard to the problem before us.

Sir, in spite of the fact that the price of rice i_s faIling in di.ﬂ‘ere.nt parts of the Pro-
vince and shows a tendency of further fall, I think that tPe 51tuat10{1 1s still Suﬂicicnﬂy
alarming and is full of dangerous possibilities. The Hon’ble Premier, on the other
hand, seems to be optimistic about the future._ He seems to think that the measures
Government has already taken are l?(ﬁﬂl‘il:lg fruit, yllough not to the extent expected
by them. I respectfully disagree with his contention, Sir, and I see no reason to share
his optimism. To me it seems that measures already taken have been totally ineffec-
tive and inadequate. They are mostly half measures adopted whep it was rather late
and that also without any well-thought-out and comprehensiye scheme;\. Tntthis
connection, Sir, T cannot do better than refer to what Sjy George Schuster,
ex-Finance Member of the Government of India sald in the food debate in the House
of Commons the other day. I do not remember his exact wordings but so far as I
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remember he said that it was a story of half measures and vacillation and failure on
the part of Government to take adequate, comprehensive and  timely action.
He further said, if I remember aright, th_ut there was no attempt to develop a
comprehensive scheme. 1 fully share this view and to me it also seems that the
causes that led to the abnormal rise in price and the scarcity that prevailed in the
Province during the last six months still remain, at least the major contributing
causes have not yet ceased to exist. Uniless effective steps are immediately taken
to remove all these causes, I am afraid, Sir, there is no justification for optimism for
the future. ) ) =
Sir, the Hon’ble Premier has again raised a question about dc;lu;u or surplus of
rice production this year and his contention is mainly based upon figures of statistics,
He, however, himself admits that these statistics are not as reliable as they ought to
be. If that is so, I do not think it at all profitable to fight over the faulty figures of
an unreliable statistics. But the fact that prices are falling and sufficient supplies are
still cpming_to.thc marlfets of the Province, seem to have rsmlmlglmu'd the Hon’ble
Premier to insist that his contention of last Session is supported by facts. It should not
however be forgotten that after we held the debate over the food situation in last
March, we had two bumper crops, I mean the Buro and Aus crops.  And if suffi-
gﬁ?tgigecfcﬁofgvsommg to the market, I think, it is du¢ u:l ltl-mls;c-- W0 good crops.
R e Brating ¢ tal_cc it for argument’s sake that the I-Ionk: - : I‘J(n'lcr $ contention
P the e wce was in surplus, is correct, I think, that makes & “_’h “overnment case
Sl high lcvclrf“:. If the Province was in surplus what PW"‘S, t ¢ Justification
ths ? Th ol prices that prevailed all throughout the Frovince for (he a6 A
n-::%nlcs 3 Id o price level was clearly beyond the reach of 9‘? Per cent. of the
gutg o-f everoé}o%.thmk: Sir, anybody in this House will deny that it js the primary
e toYaulvlhlsed Government to arrange for an adequate !’“PPIY_ of all essential
et .,t € people at fair and reasonable price ; and if the price level of rice
- essential of the foodstuffs, continued to remain for the last gix >
point where overwhelmi s, : b fpn o 2 months at
dinitted C vhelming majority of the people cannot reach, the Goverpme i hif
admittedly failed in that rim d Whatever might be the ¢] -
the Bengal S s LAY QLY ¢ charges agains
gal Government’s ad : : - d problem thig 8 y
itk : administration of the food P IS much can b
said that the province was admj ] nd as such caline
justification fi clei admittedly a deficit onc al 1Ch there wag
phenomenal ?:; a rise in price there. But -what can “be the Justification for such
for-the la‘.st il ;m t}ins _Provnpcc'c‘.fcn when it was in,S]J_rP]US? Sir, if the price level
that tHas b onths is an indication, I do not think the _Govcrnment cam:
they failed to control the situati : I the greatest indictm : en
administration oT il o situation. I think the greca Nt against the
cantl abova s e Supply Department is that the price level ruled gyep 70058
Sir, if we aHOIrmal even tho_ugh the Province had a surplus. per
said, thz,tt the T8 J5¢ the situation, I think, I shall be able to show, ag
exist. To me ,T 4 contriburting causes that lea to such a_bnormal ri
position in Assa seems that there are four main causes .which have led to the Presant
export by di ﬁ‘cr;ll't The first is the lifting of the ban on export and also sypr eplitian
surreptitious; thq t11haﬂrmls. I think there is still much scope for export, open and
T willubg the ban has been restored. 1 am sure, if we now say. that
€ a surplus one in 1944, the Government of India will c¢aj) upon

for

a

some

I ha‘fc already
se this year sti]]

Assam o .
and if Assams‘;‘g,i%; tlal”gc quantity of rice to the provinces that are in deficit
is not likely g fo © supply to other provinces at the present stage then our position
then the firs] o8 brove. Ifthe Assam Government cannot resist such g demand
think, at leas, e St; c::hat I'have mentioned, will for all practical purposes continue. I
the rescue of otherg metime Assam has ample reason to plead its inability to come to
to feed a large i) t.Flrs.t of all Assam has to meet a huge Military requirement and
with Military Projec?tsmn that has come to this Province from outside in connection
to us for the last two 01‘_ thSCCOndly, Sir,' P}:ovidcncc has been rather unusually kind
the next crop. As Assam ‘;Cc crops and it is unsafe to rely solely on the Province for
hend that loods or somery sfsuchct to floods almost every year, it is prudent to appre-

s iy ‘unloreseen calamity may fall upon us next year and as such
we must hav reserve for such a contingency. Thirdly, the price level indicates
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} that the Government has not been able to do its primary duty, I mean the duty of
making available to the people of the Province the essential foodstuffs at a fair and
) reasonable price.  Unless and until that duty is discharged by the Government, it
cannot afford to be charitable to other provinces. Sir, when I say this I certainly do
not mean that we should not give any help to the needy provinces, or that I am
lacking in sympathy with them. My idea is that Government should first of all try by
all means to lower down price to a point which is within the reach of our masses and
stabilise our position. And after that is done, if we have any surplus that can
be spared for other provinces, I shall be the first person to recommend that. As we
are to protect our own people first, I do not think there is anything to be ashamed of
in pleading with the Centre to give us at least sometime to stabilise our own posi-
tion hefore going to the rescue of others.  And I hope that the Central Government
\\'}Il not force Assam to supply the needs of other provinces as long as the price level
nt_our chief food grains, i.e. rice and paddy, is not brought down to a point which
will be accessible to the people of the Proeince. But if the Centre insists for export to
other provinces before that time, the first cause that I mentioned will remain.

The second cause, I think, Sir, is large scale competitive purchases. 1 don’t know
Wl_wthcr Government have taken any step to stop this. I think the Hon’ble Premier has
said the other day that thc:): have come to an agreement with the Tea Industry of the
Assam Valley that they will not go into the market separately. Government will
give a share of their purchases in the Assam Valley to the Tea Industry but we do not
know if similar arrangement has been made in the Surma Vailey. Moreover barring the
Tea Industry, there are other industries, big employers of labour who have got to pur-
chase rice or paddy for their own labour. If they begin competitive and l:n‘gc; scale pur-
chases, again the whole market will be upset. So unless competitive purchases are
stopped the same upheaval that happened in 1942 will recur in the next year.

The thirgl cause as I understand it, Sir, is currency inflation. Of course this
Government is not really responsible for that but I don’t think, they would deny that
currency inflation is one of the contributory causes for the rise of prices. Government
of India is reported to be considering measures to check inflation ; but this Government
should also press upon the Centre to take early and effective steps. Unless they do it,
whatever other measures they may take to stop the rise of prices, will be of lictle avail.

The fourth cause, which I think is the most dangerous among the contributory
causes, is loss of public confidence. I think nobody in this House will deny that public
have lost confidence in the power of Government to control the food situation.
Black market is sti!l the order of the day. Not to speak of other places even in the
capital town of Shillong, for many of the articles of foodstuffs if not .all, people have
to go to the black markets. The activities of black market are so wide spread in spite
of Government’s control. that people cannot be blamed if they feel that Government
is either unwillng or unable to stop them and as such they have no other alternative
than to tolerate this evil. If we analyse the situation in order to find out how the
public mora}le was so much shaken, I think, it will not be out of- place to mention that

when the rice problem was not acute in May and June 1942, prices of other foodstuffs
showed a tendency to rise. Government then began price control but that contro]
hopelessly failed. Black markets began to rise in all parts of the Province. Govern-
ment practically took no steps to check that. All articles of foodstuffs began to be
sold in the black markets even under the very mnose of the authorities. As even the
officials ‘could not procure articles of foodstuff without recourse to the black market. |
it cannot be said that they did not know of the existence of the black markets
Hoarding and profiteering went on almost unchecked and the result was, Sir, that peoplé
lost all confidence on the power of the Government to control the situation and was
rather forced to encourage black market as for their most essential foodstuff they had no |
other means than to go to black markets. The Hon’ble Prime Minister the other
day tried to find fault with the public for going to the black markets. But I think
he would excuse me if I say that when one feels the dire necessity of essential food-
stuffs like salt, sugar or mustard oil without which he cannot manage even for a day
he has no other alternative than to go to a black market, particularly when he knows
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that complaint to the authorities is likely to fail il proper ““T'adbir’’ is not made. Thus
to lose confidence in the power of the Government and these things

people began 1
hoarders and profitcers were emboldencd (o dely

went on for some time and the Ve
law. - In such a state of things the ban of rice export was lifted by the Government

of India. The people became still more ;?;mi('k_y f““] the silu;u_inn was aggravated
within the twinkling of an eye. The price of rice went up from Rs.15 (o Rs.30
in course of a fortnight in spite of all attempts on the part of the Government -
even after the ban was restored, the situation could not be controlled until about a fort-
night ago when with the imminent prospect of a bumpei harvest, prices began (o fall
even below the Government’s prescribed price.  If prices rise in spite of Government’s
efforts and fall without it, it is diflicult for the public to have much [laith on Govern-
ment’s action. So, I say this is the most dangerous of the contributory causes
Unless yon can restore public confidence, unless you can keep up the mora)e n’.‘l]l.(:
people, 1 say it would be m":pns;ul;]c for the Government to tackle the situntich
Unless penple are made to feel that it is the Government and not the hoarders r
profiteers that are ruling the Province, that Government has the power o gumn '(L-\'
black markets and Government has the strength and will to stop profiteey; mflc‘i
hoarding, unless this confidence can be r(:stf;r‘(:d, 1 don’t thillk, Sir il‘ “?}i“‘”;(‘
possible for the Government to control the situation. Now, coming to ’th‘. \,H_ e "‘
of foodstufls other than rice, they are wholly imported from outside anq .‘l.ltlblm
much easicr to control than rice which is wholly produced in the Provipe ,'“‘ Su.("h
regard to _those qthcr articles what is the position ? It is no doubt true lh;u'(“ With
ment 1s importing on their own account some quantity of some of the ;.
!t)nclstuﬂ's like Dal, sugar, salt and the other things ; but I think however 1-1«.1 ticles (‘ll
gr_np?rt may be, that is only a fraction of the Province’s requirement. | dl(:'L{,P their
if Government tlas any control over the balance of the Province’s r('quix-‘.l.l lk"(’.w
these art:c!cs chn_wuh regard to the articles that are imported by (la ‘ment in
ment, I think, there Js no plauncd system of distribution. It has been rightly (J()\.'.m-“'
out by my hon. Friend Mr. Whittaker the other day that almost the wy, )] point.d
at least the major portion of it is stuck into the bottlenecks ol the Suhni(\:‘(-:- SRAK
district headquarters, where again, some individuals get those articles P e
also occasionally whereas there 15 a greater number vh(.) do not get > and that
the v llages scanty stock is allowed tO.L’,'D and v .I " by et s MRS ol [ e
! _ . of that again the major pop;
its way to the black market and the result is, for want of equitable .l"{'l finds
Government’s indent of these articles ig Tnaki}]’ r G : l o (hsll'lbuli(m
; U A o : : g very little impression on . 2
market which is practically the only market that is ruling in the villaa. = black
morning I asked a supplementary Question  with re qri? 4o Enmsles - paes  SHbis
hope many of the hon. Members coming from differe 5;‘ Lol (‘)f]tl]] 'y 1())1 Sugar, [
corroborate me that sugar has become very scarce j c”’_ﬁ I."t _'S.- p I-l’ TOvince will
Though the Government’s controlled Price is 8 an X -l C.,m ;’“3[- (1)\ ] E]“" rovince,
rate is Rs.2 per seer, if not Rs.2-8-0, Thus most 133(;‘5 tfl S(Lr’] 'xfxmtl fa('_k Market’s
in the towns also have even now no other .lt .-lc pcppc 1 i V‘”agf—‘s and
market for these things, although Gove l S ng gl 1o RO fo 4
L : 85, @ g Lovernment are themselves indenting and d;
some of the articles of foodstufls. So, even with d P T gin d
Government has failed to control the sit tegarc 1o thnese articies of foodstuff
the whole problem is studied in a com }811 Raton: <1l Lhe.rciorc, feel thag unless
and remedies: found out, we have no rlége casive, systematic, and methodica] way
measures have failed and a planned remeg Son to fecl optimistic for the futuye, Half
that let the Government make a compreh Y 1 urgently nccessary. I therefore Suggest
and distribution of all essential foo i gls%ve and well-thought-out scheme fp,. Sugg l
the people. A provincial food committeg > In consultation with the I’CPI‘CSentativJe)sp O}f"
but I think the Members of the Legislatur has been suggested by some hon. Mempers
Other interests, such as traders, Consun?e should not monopolise that Committee,
represented there. Any way I think Govrsr e
half-hearted measulre. They should make angéilnt Sl;loulc_l DOthC cofptenaed Wwith a
all arti o1 Prehensive scheme for the g
and control of cles of essential foodstnfly’ 2nd inake » methodies) s;"glgz

Govern-

whereby distribution is made to all throughout the Province. Even with regard t
- 4 r o
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the foodstuffs which they are indenting they should make a well-thought-out plan where-
by every circle and every village get their quota and that quota is equitably distributed
to the people. It is no good indenting articles unless they are properly * distributed.
Government should also take all possible steps to restore public confidence. In this
connection, Sir, I think I cannot too strongly urge upon the Government that this is
the time to release those so-called political prisoners. I hope Government will not deny
that they are the real leaders of the people and that they command immense influence
with the masses and as such their hearty co-operation at a time like this would be
much helpful in restoring public confidence. If Government consider it to be a bold
step, I think that bold step is justified by the circumstances. If Government cannot
restore public confidence and if they still remain contented with half measures, 1
am afraid, a repetition of what happened in the year 1943 is inevitable in 1944,

Srijut RAM NATH DAS: M. Speaker, Sir, much has been said by many hon.
Members of this House in the way ol giving suggestions how to improve the difficult
food situation in the Province. So I do not like to repeat them. But, Sir, I shall be
failing in my duty if I do not add a few words to this discussion.

About the quality of supplied articles, much has already been said ;.
but, Sir, I should like to say —something about the quality of salt supplied
Y Government in the District of Sibsagar. Sir, in the District of Sibsagar,
Mmainly in the Jorhat Subdivision, black salt is being supplied by Government to the
public and the public is compelled to consume this black salt. The very nature in
which this salt is given to the public by Government, will show that compulsion is
being used by Government on the public to consume this black salt. Registered shop-
keepers are allowed to sell black salt and these registered shop-keepers are to purchase
this salt from the Government Agency at the ratio of 1 to 7 bags, i.., one bag
black salt and 7 bags white salt. 1f the registerced shop-keepers do not buy that bag
of black salt, they are not allowed to buy the 7 bags of white salt. Therefore, the
registered shop-keeper has to purchase the whole quota so that he can sell salt to the
public and this is being done against the will of the general publie, since the year 1942.
Why this black salt which is unfit for consumption is sold, Sir, to the public ?
If there had been scarcity of salt then the selling of that salt would have been

Justified. But so far as we know there is enough stock of white salt. So I request
the Hon’ble Premier to stop selling of this black salt in the Subdivision of Jorhat.

Then coming to the quality of Dals which have been indented by Government, Sir,
the quality of guta masur is much inferior to that bought by private shop-keepers.

Therefore sometimes people do not like to purchase the guta masur supplied by Gov-
ernment and they prefer to buy the better quality suppiied by private firms and shops.
Government should see to bring better quality of this Dal in future.

Speaking about the system of rationing, I should like to say _that although this
scheme is adopted in order to meet the demands of the public equitably and to stamp
out the black market, yet, Sir, its desired object will not be achieved, without strict
Supervision over the management and proper vigilance of the supply staff. In my own
District, particularly in the Jorhat town, sugar is distfzbuted » according to ration cards
at an average of § powa per week per man which is much below the requirement,
through the medium of a rationing co-operative store managed by Government officer.
But we find that sugar is being sold in the black market at the rate of Rs.200 per bag.
My point is this : if the system had been properly supervised by the authorities concerned
and if the supply staff would have been vigilant, this sugar that is being sold in the
black market at Rs.200 per bag cou!d have come from no source and there would
have been no chance for black market.

The next point I want to mention is this. There are many other ar
constitute food apart from the articles bought by Government on (3
and these articles are supplied by individual firms or traders whe have been on that
line from a long time past and the position of these firms and traders is now made
insecure in the sens¢ that they have been driven to such g Position that they
feel it to be so. My point is this: I d_o hot mean to say that there should be no
price control, no licensing system to deal in certain articles, for them, but, Sir, there

ticles which
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Pass s ir s s and godowns, filled with foodstufls
i -frlequcnIt r?[?(lj:S::tilfcr:rrzlitzit‘lg::?:}T(}:l;pwcrc d%iwtn‘ to the impression that the
and other artic es. Ins destroy their trade, and to drive them away from their
Government was bent upon to de: d the need of requisitioning houses, Sir, if the houses
trade. They could have und;-,ri;too. been utilised only for the purpose for which they
and shops requisitioned e ;ilvtctown in a private trader’s shop requisitioned for the
were meant. In oL Cfls'i a(.]tr ‘_{?rc;;uivc Store, a Bank namely ““Bharatia Central Bank™
purpose of the Rat:r{?j[ng al )-ngv shows that the requisitioning of that shop was not
has been placed. }’Im c?rcﬂ}nstanccs it is no wonder on the part of the private traders
justified. L-n.der t “':‘zink that the Government is determined to destroy their trade,
and ShOP'kC?I’C'ZS t?h .t these people should not be treated in this way ; there should be
My only ooint ‘}S]. s I therefore submit, Sir, that Government should also look to the
& s t.o F:}:TY: tl:ag(icrrs-who are supplying articles which constitute our food, apart
B e T’; supplied by Government, so that the public may not suffer.
from thtlztl“;rtlsci: I would like to say something about the land scttlement policy of the
Gow:Lri;i'r’lt. ’Govcrnmcnt, Sir, in the guisr: of "Grgw-(l'l\/[urc-l'"(_n.)(l:(Jalmpaign", 'havc
decided to open some land to the outsiders, even by c-rcscrvu’u, 1..‘": professional
razing reserves. and in order to carry out that design they have appointed an officer
%0 exafnin: how far the reserves a_re surplus' to the rcquzrcmcnt of the graziers OnlY :
but, Sir, they have not appointed him to examine whether the lands that
arc lying uncultivated and the  reserves  which  they. are going to
de-reserve mow, are beyond the requirements of the population of Assam—that means
the indigenous people and the immigrants who have already got Scltlcm(_nnt, and
their future generations. Sir, Assam is bounded practically on all sides by hills. 1f
the lands that are at present found surplus are given away for.sctflr:mcnt with outsiders
without reserving anything for the future generations of the ) indigenous People as well
as the imraigrants who have already got settlement, where will th.csc PCOI_)IC 80 in cade
of want of land in future ? They can only expect to go to the nc:ghbounng Province
of Bengal having, as we know, no land even for the people of that province. S
Government which do not look to the interest of the future generation of its gwy Tk ks
cannot be called a good qucrnmcnt, and we cannot support any measure Whirc):h
adversely affects the well-being of our future gencrations. We, on this side of the
House, urge upon the Government to withdraw their policy of opening lands St
siders and to consider the matter very seriously, so that the development of the future
generations of Assam may not be hampered in any way. I again appeal to Goven
ment to review their land settlement Resolution by which they seck to throw o
lands to the outsiders at the cost of our future genecration. “pen

- With these few words, I resume my seat.

Khar: Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am glad ¢,
my hon. Friend Srijut Ramnath Das, who comes from my place, i.e., Jorhat that
placed the case of Jorhat so claborately before the House I have only four poi, as
bring to the notice of the Government and I am sure after I have finished m g
Friend Mr. Buragohain will follow (4 woice :—He has finished.) Yy hon.

Now, Sir, Mr. Ramnath Das was talking of Jorhat Rationing Co-
He said that that was a Government institution. I submit, Sir,
Perhaps he calls it Government because the Chairman of this C
Deputy Commissioner. The Deputy Commissioner may be t
other merabers are non-officials and I think all of them paid a
for the formation of the Society, and therefore it cannot be called a Govern t
institution. Any way because the Deputy Commissioner is the Chairman andmf}?e
Manager of the Cq-operatlvc Society is a Government servant, therefore, pegple’s
impression is that it is a Government institution. I wish non-official membon phad
taken greater interest.  What my Friend wanted to impress upon the Hon’ble Minister
in-charge is that sugar and atta are now being distributed from these stores and that

sugar and atta are both controlled articles and it is believed that private people cannot
import these things from outside. If this is correct, how is it that atta and sugar
which are available only from ch6 Co-operative Stores go into the black market? That
is the question that my hon. Friend has put to the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge. I hope

operative
that he wag
o-operative Store i the
he Chairman, by, the
sum of Re.1 per share

Socicty.
Wrong.
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the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge will inform the House whether these things are avail-
21|)|t:'21‘|:s'0 to private traders.  If so, under what circumstances.
. The next point that I want to urge upon the Hon’ble Minister is that my informa-
tion i1s that the Steel Brothers are buying rice from the millers now at Rs.22 per maund,
and 1{.5‘22. perhaps is the controlled price announced by Government. If Steel Brothers
b.uy rice from the mills a1 Rs 22, they surely will not lose hecause they will supply t_he
rce to the Government, to the Military or to the Indian Tea Association at that price
and earn their own commission. But what will be the fate of the private traders who
h:t_vc been dealing with rice for so many years ?  Well, if they are also to buy from the
mills at Rs.22, at what price they will sell to the customers:?
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: They should go out
- Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALY 15 Stest® Brathers oo on buying rice
from the mills at Rs.22, you will simply shut out private traders altogether. 1 hope
Government will kindly look into this point 3
Then, Sir, my third point is that there are certain registered small retail shop-
kcr:pers in thc_vﬂl:lgcs._ I do not know whether there ;Trc such shops in the Surma
Vl?]l;i(;): tli:xltllsllij:ztl?:{nill:ktqilic]:t .an:]iu;ml:h‘l‘t‘,'.:‘ist.cr(-d shops. The price at which :he}se
tc)wnla;t:lli:a.i‘li sl(;(; DS scl'l their ";l't?((‘lcl.\su S('l'll- m]'l: i Dl A thosealvhie tb“cf
e \ri]]a‘rc slf()}l):kccpcl's g8 ‘wcll 5 .b\r lhn:.t 1S 'thc.!s;um-: rate 1s EU be (‘.h;u‘gcd T.J\Otll v
keepers and the town shopKeepers ace v cor L IARINCERES: | Now, ghese Village ghon;
PErs anc the town. shop-xeepers are ta.get.itheir articlest from swhole-sellers. in the
town. If the village shop-keepers ;‘md those in the towns take their articles from the
same source, how can you expect village shop-keepers to sell at the same price ?  What
about transport expenses from town to village ?
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: In my District they are allowed to buy at a lower
rate to meet the expenditure of carriage.
~ Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: At least in our part of the country
this has not been done. 1 hope the Government will kindly see to this, because the
village retailers arc to pay for the transport of the articles. There must be some
difference in the price prevailing in the villages and  the price prevailing in the town.
The fourth thing thﬂt} wait to bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister is that
there is a road called the Commissioner Ali running from the Trunk Road to a place
called Donaigaon. Donaigoan is a place where there is a very important ‘ghat’. It
is on the Brahmaputra near Kakilamukh, - ' i
This Commismgner Aliis 12 feet wide. Tt 1s being widened to 24 feet now
That is at least my information. 3 '
This Commissioner Al joins the Trunk Road with Donaigaon. On both sides
of this road there are hundreds of acres of paddy land and paddy was grown and there
Was 5 Juxuriant crop. You kn_OW, Sir, that in my part of the country it is now time
to reap the paddy. _1\_10_w to widen this road lands of some people by the side of the
road have been requisitioned.  Contractors came in, employed their coolfs and hoed
down the paddy and carried earth along with the paddy’under the road in spite of the
protest made by the people. The peopl'c said “‘we will reap the paddy, why not wait
for 7 days and then take away the carth and widen the road”. But they cried on]
in the wilderness and nobody listened to their request. So, Sir, thousands of maundi

of paddy hg-vc been hoed down and brought under the road. Is this Grow-More-Food
Campaign :

RI:‘. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : There is enough surplus,

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: I senta note to the Deputy :
sioner and perhaps the poor Deputy Commissioner had no hand in the matte ]Ommls-
there were stronger hands acting and there is nobody to check these authorit'r SRS

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Isitstronger than that of our H ,1;?5- ;
O comiEA AMAT ALI R

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KER A : Ido not know } .
8oing to be compensated. Will they be paid only the price of the ]f)av,\;éh?f I:fi?f) Iilf:'e
be paid also the price of the paddy, that is to say the paddy destroyed ? I hope th}é
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'h1e Minister-in-charge wil] kindlvy irc into this matter and try to mect the
Hon’ble M1 Y enquire into t

sevances of the people who have
gric

e RoR - = been so badly treated.
L lief to these miserable pernle
brlﬂg_?Qth(z;IANASYAM DAS ;) :\}I):‘,.r:gll(,.(-‘ak“‘ Sir, at the very outset I must th;m_k
1‘:':{1 Friend Mr. Rahman for bringing in this debate on the food position 1n this
o ce. Thereby he has given us an opportunity to speak on the food situation in the
I)rm'{ ce. Sir, itis the only place where we can open our mouth, it is the only place
Ir”wr.lwc can ventilate the grievances of our constituency.  Otherwise, qutside this
whﬁr_(‘. ¢ have no place to speak about the food situation in this Province.
HOUb;i:Vin the course of the debate much has been said against the Government in
t..r‘;,of supply, distribution and contre) much has been said against the Deputy
ﬂ}at ?nhiss'l()ncfs and Subdivisional Officers. However, Sir, I will not dilate
C;(());rrr:ts’ because Now I feel that th

on those
g ¢ atmosphere of whole of Assam has been surcharged
“th a feeling of demoralisation, cq
wi :

Liberal compensation may

- I rruption and distrust between the Government and
the public. Sir, time alqlig will heal everything. If the main problem of the food
situation in the Province is improyeq

Be"AEL , everything will be sct right in course of time. Sir,
in the course of t xcG Cbate, most of my hon. Friends have thrown numerous criticisms
and suggestions t0 Jovernment and | ag, desire to add my own regarding the food
:tuation in the Province, .

o The Government certain]

Y teserves certain amount of commendation for the way in
which they have so far tackle

: ed the food situation in the Province. But I am afraid, their
policy as adlambratqd In their recent Resolution regarding the allotment of lands with
the landless people is bound 14 end in failure. Apparenlty Government intend to
throw open the surplus available lands in the professional grazing reserves and un-
classed State forests to that landless class with a view to raising more crops for the
coming year. 1 shall show, Sir, that this policy is a misconceived one and is caleulated
to do immense mischief to the inhabitants of the Province much le
situation. A glance at the Forest Administration Report will show how speedily and
appreciably the areas of professional grazing reserves and unclassed State forests are
being rcduccd_ by the encroachment which have been madf:_ by the immigrants in an
organized basis. Protests from the local people and professional graziers have not been
cared for and this process of encroachment has been allowed to go on unheeded and
unhampered by the Government on various pleas. In recent times the land has
become so alarmingly scarce that ag a result of this reduction the professional graziers
as a class, have been compelled to sel) their cattle and abandon their Khutis from their
reserve grounds. I do not know what is the condition in the other
but this is the condition of

parts of the Proyipce
Kamru d Darrang Districts. :
of this food policy of the G p: Nowgong, an E

: ’ And.as a result
SR o S Bty dacce, Overnment, milk, milk products and draught animals haye
Sir, I want to know from the Government whether the interest of the graziers as
a class shoul%jbe sacrificed tq Providing the landless people with lands to produce more
crops or whether _these grazier% should be allowed'to prosper and contribute tq e
welfare of thg society at large. Hitherto the graziers have supplied the vita] needs ot
the ooty i the shape of milk and milk products and draught buffaloes besides
contr;butl_ng to the Provincial exchequer. Can we expect the same measure of
contribution from the land]ess people whom the Government is going to patronjse ?
As a matter of fact, 1 ap, bold to say that society will not derive any benefit and the
Government will not 82in the same amount of contribution from these landless jmmi.
grants. Qn the other hand the Government must be prepared to lay aside. every year
a certain’amount of reyenye towards granting flood relief to those people.

I may inform the House that most of the Reserves are situated alongside the
Brahmaputra river and are low-]ying areas over-grown with thatch grass and dye to
sandy conﬁgura:tlor} and Prevalence of floods every year the soil is not adaptable to any
proﬁtab]e cultivation.

85 to solve the food

““Sali’ d t be grown in those localities and the
¢caush” paddy will be a hazard, Paddy canno g

: us task. In these circumstances, any eXpectation of
more Crops by th.rOng open the surplus areas of grazing reserves will be entirely
wrong- '
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The House is aware that the graziers have really satisfied the vital needs of the
community and are useful members of the society as any other amongst ourselves. To
the graziers the cultivator looks up for his plough cattle and milk for his family and
the man behind the plough counts so much for the “Grow-More-Food Campaign™.
Today, Sir, I have been constrained to lay particular emphasis on this point because

am convinced that if the process of reduction in the arecas of Reserves proceeds at this
pace, the graziers as a class will be extinct from the society.

I can as well anticipate that the Government will try to excuse themselves by say-
ing that there are enough surplus lands to meet the needs of the professional graziers ;
that they propose to allot those lands to the ncedy immigrants and that exigencies of
war warrant a speedy action and that they are going to do this under the pressure of
the Central Government.

I quite realise that provision should be made for enough food production and the
staggering happenings of Bengal should not be allowed to occur in Assam. But our
Ministry do not appreciate the true condition of this Province. As a matter of fact,
they have rather an cxaggerated notion about the availability of the cultivable
lands.

I can at once tell thfr House that the surplus land is a myth and so far as grazing
land is concerned, there is not enough land to meet the actual needs of the graziers.
In a Question put by Mr. Aditya about the economic

Hon’ble Revenue Minister replied that he was not yet
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  How long the hon. Member will take ?
Srijut GPIANASI—!Y}}L{'DAS: Another 15 minutes, Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Then I adjourn the House till 11 a.m. tomorrow.

holding of a person, Sir, the
aware of Gt.i...o8

) Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 A.m. on Tuesday the 30th November,
1943.

SHILLONG,

A. K. BARUA,
The 20th Fanuary 1944,

Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.



