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Proceedings of the Thirteenth Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government of India

Act, 1935,

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
the 27th November, 1943.
PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten Hon’ble
Ministers and fiftyone hon. Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)
C. R. Case No.333 of 1943, Emperor versus Gobinda Adhikari and others

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked:

*43. (a) _Will- Government be pleased ‘to lay on the Library table 5 f the
judgment delivered by Mr. Gopendra Lal Das Chaudhury, First ala:;)pgloﬁoratry
Magistrate, Habiganj, in the case C. R. No0.333 of 1943, Emperor versus Gobinda
Adhikari and others (under sections 456 and 411, I.P.G.) ?

() Isita fact that the accused Gobinda Adhikari has been acquitted by the
Magistrate ? e

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

43. (a)—Government see no reason to call for a co £ i in view

. , ; or : py of the judgment, in view
especially of the fact that the hon. Member has not disclosed his reasgns for making the
suggestion.

(b)—Yes.

Maulavt ABDUR? RAHMAN : May I know from the Hon'ble Minister what is

the nature of the case :

The Hon’ble Srijut RURNATH BRAHMA : The nature of this case has more or

less, been stated, by the h_o_ﬂ- Questicner there and I do, not think that the decision of the
Court and. the reason. for it should be made a subject for criticism in this House.

Supply of Gﬁt"ennmgnt publications to Members of Legislature

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked':
*44. Will V(V;l?w}:;mment be pleased to state—
(a) ether the proceedings of the Legislature are supplied t
bers of the Legislature ? i PR fo ally ey, Men:
(b)) If not, why ? |
(¢) What are the names of, those Members to whom they ar .
The Hon'ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied : ¥, A%Q not-sngplied ?
44. (a)—Yes.
(b) & (¢)—Do not arise.
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Isita fact that some of the hon. Members
of this House who are now in prisons do not get the proceedings ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: My information is that they are be-
ing supplied. They are being sent to the Superintendents of Jails.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister take it from
me that some of the hon. Members who are in prisons do not get the proceedings of the
Legislature ? ; '

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : I have no information, Sir, but |
may look into the matter. g

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I request the Hon’ble Minister to in-
form the result to this House day after to-morrow ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : If the hon. Member can bring any
specific instance I will then inform him.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: So far as I know, Sir, the Members who
are in the Sylhet Jail, viz., Mr. Chanda, Mr. Gauri Kanta Talukdar and Mr. Kameg.
war Das—they do not get the proceedings.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : I will look into the matter.
Mr: B_AIDYANA'I H MOOKERJEE : My request to the Hon’ble Minister is that
he will inform me after an enquiry on Monday next.

P t}’lI:tle Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : If itis possible by that time I sha])
g ; _

3 Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: May I enquire another thing, Sir ? W,
is rcshponsﬂ‘)lc_ for sending the proceedings to .the hon. Members ? It is your Department
Sir, CC?‘ulslc it will be found in Assembly Rule No.121 which runs “The Secretary shal]
causga ull report of the proceedings of the Assembly at each of its meetings to be pre-
par}el % bsoon 33 possible after each meeting. He shall send a copy of such report tq
cach member and to the Governor and Governor-General, A copy of such report sha]j

z::l:gdli)rcl:g;sau?bhshcd in the Gazette”. But then why the hon. Members do not get the pro-

& t}'}glcsegcé?agle tt;]c ?PEAKER : As the rule st:ands, that is of course a duty
- P v y to send copies of the proceedings to all the hon. Members
( as a Session is over. But it is also a fact that the proceedings are
published as a part of the Gazette and the duty of the Secretary is, th IPI'C practicall
and substantlally entrusted to the Governmcn}t’ (I)iookc Depbdt ir? o e;i}?e fact that thz
1(\}/Iembers get the Gazette from the Goyernment l?ool’c Dcwg:VaCLd as a part of the
azette they also get copies of the roce;t’zd' Therefore pthc e is no necessivy of
i?%iﬁ‘fﬁss‘gﬁi?]gtthe copies of’ procecdiggs to I\I/Inegrfl-bcrs by the éecrcrtar;. As a matter
for the supply Of';)f;zz; diorf the Assembly Department to the Government Book Depot
has worked ~ we]] so 1 gs to the hon. Members has been accepted by the Lhotiac and
who are in detention ong. Up till now I have no information that the hon. Members
procecdings and (1. I?IS Security Prisoners or as convicted persons are not getting the
has undertaken to m ]? n’ble Minister also said that he has no informotion about it. He
whether the hop, M:;i € an enquiry into the matter and inform the hon. Members as to
not. ‘This shoylq sat(i?sl}1 bers who are in detention get the proceedings of this House or
The Hon’ble auly fhe hon. Member for the present. ;
these proceedings 1, ?}Yl ABDUL. MATIN CHAUDHURI: Are not the receipt of
regulations of theiy d'etengo ho?n- Members who are in detention subjec. to the rules and
The Hon’ble the g En : .
get the summons frop, HQI%ER: No ; because the Members who are in detention
papers relating to the businegg };‘ccumcy the Governor to attend the Assembly and a]]
ment. There is no restriction c(: this House are r egularly sent to them by this Depart-
50 far as I know. N their right to get papers connected with the Assembly

Y
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Supply of proceedings of Legislature to subscribers of the Assam Gazeite

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOC( JKERJEE asked:
*45. Will Government be pleased to state
@) Whether the proceedings of the Legislature are supplied to all the subs-
cribers of the Assam Gazette as a part of the Gazette ?
by Il not, what are the reasons therelor ?
¢) What are the names of the subscribers of the Assam Gazette to whom they
are not supplied 2

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :
45. (a)—No.
b)-—It has been decided in the interests ol economy in printing and also of
security that the proceedings should not he supplied to non-ollicial bodies and persons
¢)—A statement has been placed on the Library table.
T Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Is it not a fact that the proceedings form a
part of the Gazette ?
t The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: The reply is already there. It
forms a part of the Gazette but the proceedings are not sent to all the subscribers.

Purchase of rice and paddy by persons or firms on behalf of Government
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

*46. (a) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the copies of tenders
received h\,.' them [rom persons or firms {or pul‘ch;lsing yicnient 1).\(1([_\_-’ insidasther Poek
vince on behalf ol Government ?

(b) What are the names of persons or firms whose tender or tenders have

been accepted ? :

(¢) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the agreement

made between Government and persons or firms aforesaid ?

#17. Will Government be pleased to state— :

(a) The quantity of rice and paddy purchased by the contracung party
showing the price paid and the quantity purchased at that price district
by district separately up to the 31st October 1943 ? ; :

(b) How the purchased rice and paddy have been disposed o showing the
quantity and the price at which they were sold district by district sepa-
rately ? ‘ .

(¢) The togal amount of money advanced by Government to the purchasing
agent or agents up to 3Ist October 1943 through the dilferent Trea-

- suries scparately ?

(d; The amount of gain or loss on this account ? A% 1

(¢) The total amount paid as commission to the agent or agenﬁts or purcha-

sing rice and paddy separately up to 31st October 1943 : g
*48. Will Government be pleased to state— ‘

(a) The total quantity of rice and paddy expcgrl_ed g by the G.(_)vmnrnent out-
: side the Province showing the quantities district by district separately ?
T (b) The names and addresses of the consignees ? 0 v 1
| (¢) The total expenditure incurred by Government and the tgta. Cost rea-
| lised from the consignees up to the 31st October 1943 & -

. %49, (g) Will Government be pleased to state whether there was any _condition
Mposed by the Central Government on the Government of Assam regarding supply
, tice and paddy outside the Province ?
| & (b), If so, will Government be pleased to lay on tﬂ}m table a copy of such
"My 4nd condftions prior to the re-imposition of the ban

I, S ———

v

+ Specch not corrected by the Hon’ble Minster or the hon. Member | concerned.
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*50. Will Government be pleased to state the total qu.nnEit.y of ricF and P_;u]cly
exported outside the Province by (i) private firms, (i7) individuals and (ii7) by
Government up to 31st October 1943 ? P

*51, (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether l'h(.y. M\i(' fixed up _any
maximum price for rice and paddy to bc’:J purchased by the Government Agent :

'3 ¢ those rates ! ! _

#59. Ezi {{f\f?ﬁ’g;?érﬁz;cnt be ]?]cascfl_ to lay on _th(: .tabic th(]: c'opllcs‘ of tenders
received by them from persons Or firms for distributing importec Iffoh-'s_t'uﬂfa in the
Province together with the names of such persons or firms whose lc‘ n‘(:r§ llmvc been
accepted showing the area in which they have been allowed to operate and the date

: . 2
of their appointments ! ; i e S T
I;E) What amount has been paid as commission to the distributing agents up

to 31st October 1943 Iy

253 Will Government be pleased to state— .

(a) The total amount of loss or gain by Government with r(:.LEil_t‘d to
imported food-stuffs (figures to be given commodity by commodity for
each district separately up to 31st October 1943) ?

(b) The names of food-stuffs imported in the Province by Government up
to 31st October 1943 showing the quantity and the cost incurred
thereof including all expenditure ?

(¢) How these food-stuffs were distributed in each district and how their
prices were realised ?

#*54. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the copies of tenderg
received by them for purchasing food-stuffs outside the Province on behalf of Govern.-
ment together with the names of persons or firms whose tender or tenders haye
llggzg ?accepted and the total commission paid to such agents up to 31st October

*55. Will Government be pleased to state the highest price of paddy and rice
reached in each district of the Province during the current ycar and the highest
price offered for the said articles by the Government agent in cach of thesc districts ?

*56. Will Government be pleased to state— ‘

(a) The tptal quantity of (7) Rice, (z7) Paddy, (i11) Sugar, (iv) Salt, () Dal,
(vi) Wheat, (vii) Atta and (ziii) Flour, stocked In Government godowng
up to 31st October 1943 ? (Figures to be shown district by district
separately.) \ :

(h) Whether any of the said food-stuffs has been destroyed, peing unfit  fo,
human consumption? a TS

(¢) If s% h(;lw mugh of each of these commodities were dcstroyed ? (Pigurests

e shown district by district separately.]

*57. Will Government be p]eazcd to statcE W ‘ ;

(a) Whether any defalcation has taken place in Government supply StOTes in
any of the districts of the Province ? ,

. (0) If so, where that delalcation has occurred and what is the amoung
involved ? '

(e) Wh:-tt are? the names of Officers who were in charge of those subply
ores :

(d) WhBtbef Government propose to lay on the table the reports of .the f;\‘ldit

*58_ Will Gossartment on all the Government Supgly Stores in the Pr(']C)c‘i’mCC ;
ly which used to py li‘nment be pleased to state the quantities of rice and padcly separate.
39, 1939-4¢ 1940_41m1301“ted in and exported by this Province during the years 1938.

? » 194142 and 1942-43 ?

¥59. (a) Will Govep ik i
supplying food-stuffs tq lI;;‘bment be pleased to state whether the e Govc;nment ik

(6) If so, will Goumrs engaged on military works in the Province

2 = . i
arrangements with the rnil;i(gemment be pleased to state whether tctbinifglfftlik‘frﬁ

. Ty authorities i { their 1
supplying food-stufls to the said labogigl:bpm bhe relieved o

e VI
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*60. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether Assam Government is sup-
plying food-stufls to the outside labourers recruited by the Railway Authorities for
their new projects ?

b) 11 so, whether Government are moving the Railway authorities to make
their own arrangements to feed their labour population ?

. ¥61. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have purchased any
rice or paddy from outside the Province ? g :

() If the answer to question {q) above is in the affirmative, will Government
i)t"l)l(‘:l\‘l'd to state (7) the quantity of rice and paddy purchased and ll.lt‘ll' respective
Prices, (it) the place from which they were purchased, (11¢) the mannerin which they
were disposed of, (1¢) the reasons for such purchas= ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

46. (a) The tenders are confidential documents and cannot be made public.

(h)—Messrs. Steel Brothers & Company, Limited, Calcutta.
(¢)=—T'he terms and conditions of the agreement were discussed and settled,
but no document has been formally executed for vear 1943,
TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know from the Hon’ble Premier
how many tenders were received by them ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 cannot give
the number ofl=hand, Sir.

TBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :  Are all the tenders treated as confiden-
tial, Sir, after they have been disposed of 2 What is their bearing ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  Because tenders
t{pay again be called for next year and rival companies will get the competitive
Igures.,

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What was the special ground for
accepting the tenders ol Messrs. Steel Brothers and Co. ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Because they
were doing the work from September 1942 and discharge of their function was satis-
factory to Government and all parties concerned, .

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: When they were appointed during Sep-
tember 1942 \what was the special reason that persuaded Government to give contract
to that firm ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Because they

ad wide experience of this nature of business., They had practically the monopoly of
rice ang paddy business in Burma. ‘ !

ri Mr. BATDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Do Government think that the expe-

1€nce in Byrma is equally good to be considered in India also ? :

The Hop'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : There is no

rénce ip pice trade between India and Burma. :

TBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: May we know why Sxovcrnment

appointed Meggrs. Steel Brothers in preference to local experienced traders ?

. The Hop’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : We took steps

lmmediatcly, as part of the Province was going without any foodstuff, and as Messrs.
teel Brothers were at hand they were appointed as Government agents last year,

. Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Isit a fact
)at Messrs. Steel Brothers lost everything in Burma and out of sympathy the Assam
Overnment gave them the contract ?

N The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA MMAD SA}_\DULLA : Np, Sir, Messrs.

.l\teel Brothers have got a world-wide organization and their head office is in London.

ehey are the agents of the Palestine Government and the Ceylon Government and
®n Bengal Government had appointed them as their agents in some respects.

diffe

TSpeech not corrected by the hon. Members concerned.



926 QUESTIONS 27T Nov.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Isit a fact
that their entire business’in Burma has been lost ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Everyone
knows that when Burma was overrun Py the enemy anybody having a business there
must have lost it. ;

" Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Is it a fact
that this contract was given to them only by way of compensating  their loss
Burma ? : ) 3

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : N(:; Sir.,

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : May I know from the Hon’ble Premiey
whether our Government had to do anything with this company lor which the Contract
was given to them during 1942 ? ’ '

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, but they
were employed from August 1942, : n

TBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :  Was there no other rice dealer on the
spot who could be given the contract ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAL SAADULLA : Last year nq,
rice dealer of the experience of Messrs. Steel Brothers was available in Shillong at the
time.

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Is it a fact that due to the L.mstnhlc condj-
tion of the usual trade channels Messrs. Steel Brothers were appointed as it was gecaary
to make some arrangement whereby it might be stabilized and the 17Llhl"C fed ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi Sajvid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA @ Yes, 1t 15 50,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBU!. HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Did Govern.
ment try to procure foodstuff last year as they are doing this year ?

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think there was such’ a question during the Jag
session ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : My Frieng
Mr. Blennerhassett has put a question just on that point and I want to ask onc mMore
question.  Are Government aware that the general public ol the Province arc¢ not ip
favour of giving such contracts to such a firm ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ° . Last Year
- there was no such question and the general public did not know that G-m:,u?(;n?;‘t
was appointing any Government agent. Last year there was no Ob"]ccu?n-cas anl(;
operation by Messrs. Steel Brothers .in buying rice and paddy in surplu? :

SR : ) - the qualit
distributing them in deficit areas, This year we heard complaints about * G i
supplied by them.

: ; : 'ssrs. St
TBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Are Government aware that Messrs. Stee]

. ] . SR . of rice ¢
Brothers could not discharge some of their obligations regarding the supply °
tea gardens ? ! F :

orS Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Government
are not aware of that.

{ : 4 tl
thatli\sdxt‘;otr' w. BL_ENNERHASSETT: Will Government take it from ™€ that

my E€Xperience 18

B SRR
tha;risal)nl;RABmDRA NATH ADITYA: Will Government take it ﬁgm me that

he Hon’ble 5 Wiyh regard to some gardens in the Surma Valley -1 .

47. (a)—25 30 oioVi Saiyid Sic MUHAMMAD SAADULLA repligd Bovvis ol
collecting figures” diggeic, ™24nds of rice and paddy. The labour and Yot fhlved e
being available in tjme (i‘;or Y district do not engender the hope of th

b) '_"'The quantitreply now.

in

. ; ! : * Army, Industria]
interests, internal consumeg; :;.va; supplied according to requirement of Army
(¢)—A statement h nd by export to Bengal.
188 been laid on the table. s

TSpecch not corrected by the hon. Members concerned.
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STATEMENTZ A SHOWING THE DRAWAL 1
THERS AND COMPANY FROM DIFFE]
THE ]
1943,

I'reasury

Y MESSRS. STEEL BRO-
RENT TREASURIES FOR
'ERTOD FROM 151h SEPTEMBER 1942 TO 15tH OCTOBER

Amount
Ra." a0 e
Gauhati... ...1,00,00,000 0 0
Shillong... 5000 0 0
Jorhat ... 2,000 0 0
Dibrugarh v 9.,25000°°0 D
Mangaldai ey ... 3825000 0 ©
Silchar ... - ... 6,500,000 0 0
Sibsagar... ... '5,64,380' 29
Tezpur ... 1 8 ) 7.00.000 0 0
. 1.66,71,380 w20
This figure is available upto 15th October 1043,
(d)—It is too early to say anything about gain or loss to Government, if the
question refer to their profit or loss.

(e)—Total amount of commission paid is Rs.3,18,372.
rice and paddy are same, commission account was not ke

As the commission on
48. (a)—Government exported

Pt separately,

| 1,11.092 maunds of paddy from Assam Valley to
Bengal before free 11‘;1l(1v camean and a further 61,000 maunds of paddy were allowed
to be exported from Surma Valley after free trade was abolished to make up Assam
quota under tht". 1):1$|<‘~| plan. .Rm-*vntly 11,000 maunds rice and 14,000 maunds paddy
were exported [rom Cachar district to relieve distress in Bengal. :

(b)—Director of Civil Supplies, Bengal and the Chief Minister, Cooéh Behar
State.

(¢)—Total expenditure incurred by Government was Rs.7,76,262-14-0 Total
amount to be recovered comes to Rs.8,00,351-6-0 incluc

. . ling Government ce ¢
Rs.30,088-8-0 of which a sum of Rs.3,50.006-15-0 has been el

realised and the balance
is under recovery.
49. (a)—No, except that we were asked to supply 7,300 tons of rice to Bengal
after the frce trade was withdrawn. :
(b)—Does not arise.
! 50.—Government have no information

! about exports by private firms o
viduals. The quantity exported by Government up to 31st October 1943

1,11,092 maunds ol paddy before free trade and 61,000 maunds of paddy
ed t:) be made over LEJ Bcn_gal agents after free trade was withdrawn,
51. (a) & (b)—Yes, wide Government Notification No.SD.293/43
11th September 1943 and No.SD.293/43, dated the 27th September 1943
M. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What are the rates, Sir p
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There is a reference to  the Governmen Nog:
tion., The hon. Member knows that when an information can phe Shitass c;)tlﬁca..
Government publications there should not be any question. The hop, ed from
gather the information from tl.le notification published
for that reason Government did not state the rates.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid' Sir MUHAI\IMAD‘ .SAADULLA :

indi-
was
were order.

/3, dated the

in the Gazette €mber cap

n f the Notificatians. A } il ! :
um?ﬁsrf) BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : So far mly question, N

whether my purpose will be served by the notifications mentioneq byrned I doubt

rermier. : e the Hon’ble
 The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What was the hon. Memberg Dt

TSpec;:h not corrected by the hon. Member,
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T Mr. BAI.I)YANA.'I'H MOOKER]JEE: My purpose is this—whether Government
ﬁqu any maximauim price for their agents so that they should not exceed that price
while purchasing rice and paddy on Government contract.

The Hor’ble the SPEAKER : ‘That question can still be asked even without
knowing the rates.

+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Will Government please state the rates ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The Govern-
ment Agents did not have any free hand in the matter ; they were subject to the
rates of price control Ll‘ia,t_“apphcd to the general public.

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Before the price control order was
publishcd, was any maximum rate fixed for the agents ?

The Hon’blé Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir.

+Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: I it a fact
that after the publication of the Price Control Order Messrs  Steel Brothers purchased
at 2 higher rate than was fixed by the price control ?

The Horn’ble Meilu.hiw Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir, they
did not pur?ha‘sc at? e I'C‘T rate, but they were allowed time up to the 31st October
to take delivery of ther C‘“h,er contracts, {.e., contracts which they had secured before
the Price Con_trol Ord(:{/I was issued.

tMaulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Is it a fact

, s YRR ;
that rice ‘f’?\f_’[l;ff}v}f}fjrﬁ, S‘Eg dilv'?“}f- Control Order was published, at some railway
stations Ol =¥ L 1V1sion, was not ¢ d t > jengal alter
the publication of the Order ? ; Ealowal 10 be S -

The ilf?nging;il?& saiytid{:gir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir, the
was no = account of price ¢ i . oENer: i ;

Eﬁ?allowing eixport's outside the Prolviif:c.mmml, but because of the gencral policy of
The Hon b}lfi Néaula\’l Satyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replicd :

52. lgﬂ)—r}hiﬂeiﬁc;f& tii?ﬁdcm]a] documents and it is undesirable to make
them public. St iR ¢"3‘8a‘m Supply Agency, Limited and those of the Surma
Valley ng,:zzs ‘cxcludin“ DS':]J[.‘:L,:L] accepted, the former are to operate in the Assam
Valley dis bt Cachar (CXCIE((lirn]gand Golaghat subdivisions, while latter are to

b North Cachar Hills) and in the Municipal Area
: The Agencies signe ) ar Hills) and in the Municipal Aree
Of Sh]l]ongb-)-—_'rﬁgpegs 25’9596‘5'1.’3ncd tll(.lr agrccrncnts on 12111 [;\Pril 1(),1.3.

lavi MUHAMMAD MAQRBUJ, : : . May 1
knowM\'?;llO ¥ the shareholders of the Assarn SHUSSAIN CHAUDHURY 1y

‘The Hon’ble bMaulavi Saiyid Sir ML}‘&X&%XS%@%KS%‘LLA . They are
uite a large number. 4 " '

AU fanlavi MUHAMM \D MAQBUL HUSSAIN GHAUDHURY : May I know

a few names ? : ‘

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMM : table
i i S ot Hhiends M. Rttt B GhaudhuriéD SAADULLA: One nota

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Any other

names ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILLA: Others are

exported o 1

not Members of this Assembly. T remember that one is Dr. Jyotish Chandra Das of

e h = <
Gauhati ; the other twe, i remember aright, are retired_ Governmene offcials, and
the fifth nam our I'riend Maulavi Abdul Hai, Ex-Member of the Legis-

Jative Council. Vi
_ *bhle Maula b ors
The Ia))fflg commerci” S Sit MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied
" odity and district by distu!jtakmg logs or gain is not worked out commodity
by f}?glperiod- rict. Itis too early to give figures of loss or gain
for
’ (5)—4 s laid on the table.

e

.-.—-"/

_‘_—-—‘—“‘-—-\_______‘___ TS S
TSpeech not Correcteq by the hon. Member.
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STATEMENT B SHOWING THE VARIOUS COMMODITIES OF FOOD-STUFFS
IMPORTED TO ASSAM DURING THE YEARS 1942-43 anp 1943-44

1042-43 1943-44 (upto 31st October 1943)
- - - N ——— e ———— e Py _
Md. sr. ch. Rs. a. p. Md. sr. ch. Rs. a. p.
Salt . 7.63.662 8 0 $5,65.,538 10 9 2,907,471 16 0 19,46,738 11 0
Sucar 2.28,695 21 4 33,12,799 9 3 2,78,959 0 0 28,49,075 2 6
Flour and Arta 13,239 0 0 5,014,992 2 0 ;22,566 38 0 17,39,047 14 0
Gram / 19,255 24 © 1.46.415 12 3
Mustard oil : 2638 35 12 71,758 8- 0 2,597 35 4 1,10,415 10 o
Ghee .. 120 26 5 8.359 2 3 SaaE 2
Burma Rice 2,133 0 O 16,302 11 0 T
Arhar Dal 19,643 14 0 257181 T 9 1,33,361 34 8) 25,13,978 10 o0
Masur Dal Tl 71,722 24 0| 7,63.904 14 O 56,651 21 4 11,52,967 13 0
Khesari Dal .. 4,075 8 0| 44,066 4 6 3,221 81 0 52,829 11 o
Gram Dal s 490 0 0 FA 5,551 7 0 B
Kolai Dal w 1,000 0 0] 12,082 12 3 | SR
Moog Dal _ 1,034 22 0| 18,303 6 0 1,200933 u} 19,3590 15 0
Mator Dal : T ) 6,329 27 0_ 1,05,612 10 0
Jagree ' & TESO 24,236 37 12 2,95,223 2 ©
Wheat 10,246 31 0 5,54,471 15 0
97,30,216 11 9 1,13,39,730 1 ©
A—Dal—97,965 Mds. 28 srs. 5 Rs. 11,04.050-4-3.

B—Dal—2,01,371-26-12 Rs. 38,44,757-11-0.

(c)-—The quantities were distributed to cach district according to quota
fixed on population basis :m_d the prices were realised in accordance with rates
fixed bv Government [rom time to time. .
'f‘l\fl‘. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: From the statement I find that so far
as sugar is concerncd Habiganj got 2,118 whereas Sunamganj got 6,662. Am I to
understand that this was on population basis ?
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: This was
according to the requisition of the Subdivisional Officer.
TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Then for this lesser quantity supplied
to Habiganj was the Subdivisional Officer of Habiganj responsible ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We act on the
requisition of the Deputy Commissioner, and he gets requisition from the Subdivisional
Officers.
TBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Will Government say why atta is sold
at annas 8 per scer wliercas we find {rom the report of the Punjab Government
that the selliug price there is from Rs. 10 to Rs. 12 per maund ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  The atta we got
1ere did not all come from the Punjab. We got some from the United Provinces
Where, sccording to the Press report of the Food Debate in the Council of State which
; APpeared yesterday, the price was from Rs. 14 to Rs. 15. Moreover we have got ng
mllling facilities here.  So, we had them milled at Calcutta by Messrs. Shaw Wallage
and C()mparl}’ who had to be paid milling charges. To this must be added the cost
Ol trangport from Calcutta. )

= tBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Evenin Bpngal atta. 1s sold gat annas 6
per seer, Are the Assam Government profiteering in this commodity ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULILA : No, Sir Be
got, according to Press reports, most of their requirements from the Punjab w};ich g
unfortunately not the case with us. was

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

54— No tender was called for Messrs. Shaw Wallace
cutta, a firm of standing and repute was selected as purchasing agents for ; o3 Cal
commodities on a commission of 1 per cent. on purchase price. The G R e
paid to them from 1st April 1943 to 31st October 1943 is Rs.82,538-11-0 Ommission

55.—The price of best rice on an average rose up to Rs.35 ; p
up to Rs.19 per ?naund. The purchasing agent’s nmximfm offer wi;ﬁ(: ;gat of paddy
of rice and Rs.19 per maund of paddy. .24 per maund

56. (a)—A statement showing the balance of stock of
excepting rice and paddy on Ist November 1943 has been laid on

replied -
and Compan

different commodi tieg
the table.

L
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1943] QUESTIONS 931
(b) & (¢)-—Some small quantities had to be destroyed here and there being
unfit for human consumption due to long storage and bad damp weather of Assam
during rains. Such losses are inevitable in transactions of such huge magnitude.
Quantities destroyed being very small figures are not shown district by district.

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: With regard to (@), may I know the
balance of stock with regard to rice and paddy ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The stock is with
the different Deputy Commissioners ; I am not in a position to give the figures just
now.

tMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Do they keep any record at all so far as
rice and paddy arec concerned ?

The  Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes. Thereisa
record of the stocks which were cither requisitioned or secured by the Deputy Com-
missioners. ols

TMr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What was the difficulty that stood in the
way of Deputy Commissioners that they could not supply those figures ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The difficulty is

that the stock is not kept in one place, for instance, in the Sylhet district the stock has
been kept in five or six different places.

_ The records of every place have got to be
collected before any rc-.pl}:' can be given.
+ Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJELE: So far as the balan

o ce of stock purchased
bv the Government Agents 1s concerned, can we have the fipures ?

The Hon’ble I\»‘ln_nln\fi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Nothing was
destroyed of the quantty purchased _1)}? the Government Agents because as soon as they
purchased, they delivered the quantity to the interest concerned.

+Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: My question is not related to destruction
of stock ; it relates to the balance of stock.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am sorry I
have not got the figures for the balun'cc of stock of rice and paddy purchased by Gov-
ernment Agents, but I know it definitely, Sir, that my hon. Friend, who is a member
of the Economic Advisory Board, has got the figures wit

4 i h him.
+Mr. BAIDYAN®1 H MOOKERJEE : That is confidential, Sir.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The information
wanted by my hon. Friend is known to him,
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
57. (a)—No. )
(b)—Does not arisc.
(c)—Dogs not arisc.

(d)——ScriOllS irrcgularities noticed in the Audit Reports are included in the

APProprintion Accounts which will be placed before the Public Accounts Commitiee
in due coyurse. Government do not therefore

propose to place scparately the reports
of these transactions on the table. _ :
58.._A statement has been laid on the table.

replied,

Statemeni showine the quantities of rice and paddy separately which used to be imported in and

exported by this Province during the years 1938-39, 1939-40, 1940-41, 1941-42 and
1942-43 :

(@) The quantity of rice and paddy imported into Assam are—

Paddy

Rice
1938-39 11,239 5,98,899
1939-40 . e venr 19,361 11,80:307
1940-41 3,489 5,35,184
1041-42 10,957 7,56,377¢
1942-43

NO IMPORTS.

TSpeech not corrected by the hon. Member concerned.




932 QUESTIONS [27TH Nov.

(6) Quantity of rice and paddy exported are—

Paddy Rice
1938-39 5,38,274 4,94,049
1939-40 6,92,650 2,06,925
1940-41 13,55,914 5,60,054
1941-42 10,01,861 6,93,906

‘porte al on Governme
ds of paddy exported to Benga CrNment
Anabx Abo;lctcéfri,ozit;n glllsnt z)ctollj)(-r ]}’943? Figures of export during fre,.
trade period are not available.

59. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.

60. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.

61. (a)—No.

(b)—Does not arise.

, Standard price of coarse and fine rice
Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN asked : o .
*62., (a) Will Govemmen{ be pleased to state whether _thcyp propose to  fix any
standard price of both coarse and fine rice for the whole Province : f rice accord;
(6) What steps have been taken to remedy the scarcity ol 1 COORding to
the crop conditions in each district ? ]t
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -!LPIi]{C?i[:]C !
62. (a)—The hon. Member is referred to the Government 1'0_ S No.
SD. 293 /43, dated 27th September 1943. Government do not contemplate introducing
further price gradations according to quality. ) e
b)—Government intend to undertake purchase operations throughout Ass; 1,
and such stocks will be made available for meeting any local scarcity.

Settlement of lands in Assam Valley Districts with immigrants

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked g
*63. Will Government be pleased to state s el ince a
(a) Whether it isa fact that many people from outside the Prov re at
present living in Assam without any land ?
(6) The number of such people who have not been given
() The area of land settled with immigrants from Beng
now in the Assam Valley Districts ? Pontis e
(d) Whether it isa fact that there is a demand from the Slisa?r?oviéggl?ocﬁﬂ
Muslim League and other Muslim public bodies of e o
(¢) 1f away with the Line System Policy of kthe _Golx]rernmt‘ilgr 4
A\ S0, what action Government have taken in the ma ter ¢ :
(f) Whet.her it isa fact that due to settlement of lands in the Assam V“HCY

: has much jy,_
IStricts with the new-comers the Government revenue h in
Creased ?

The Hon’ble Maulay; MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
63. Etg))——Yes.
'—'"It iS not pOSSible t - P
iy : .> € 1o give such number ! o collect.
. } ;’))-—-il;: Information 18 not available and would take too long to €O

(¢)—This View, as wej] as the opposite one, held, was taken into consideratiop
3

Y tovernment before framing their recent Resolution on Land Sett]e.
ment,

(f)—Yes.

any land ?
al from 1940 upgy
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TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: What is the difficulty, Sir, in
information with regard to the settlement of land with new-comers ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: On a previous occasion a similar
question was put, and I showed the difficulty of it quite exhaustively. There were
supplementary questions, replies to which satisfied hon. Members of the House.

TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : That was with regard to landless people for the
purpose of ““‘Grow More Food™ Campaign. -
regular and reliable record of the

933

giving the

Is it not a fact that Government keeps a
number of people and how much land they have got
in Khas ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes. It is known to all hon.
Members.

TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN

\ . E May I krlow whether any land has been settled
with any of the immigrants from 1940 up till now ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir, much land has been
settled. '
TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Cannot Government give the accurate quantity
of land settled ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI:
does not arise.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :
distributed ?

I submit, Sir, that the question

What is the basis on which land is being

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: These are questions of details in
carrying through our new policy. We are taking into consideration on what basis land

should be settled at present. To serve more or less as a guide, instruction to our
local officers is that each family may get 30 to 35 bighas of land.
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are we to take it that every family in the
Province already settled has got 35 bighas of land for each ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI:

A : This is more or less for guidance
ol our officers who give out land settlements.

C In some cases the applicant would not
demand as much as 35 bighas.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: What is the presumption with regard to
the people afready existing in our soil ?

o ¢ Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The presumption and impression of
over

NILent js that most of them have got no less than 35 bighas and there are others
who would not Jike to take so much.

aulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Isit a fact that lakhs of people are living in Assam
W29 Dave 0o land P
¢ ¢ Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, thereisa considerable number
A BEODle called 1andless residing in the Province.

articy] U RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : There are landless people in the Province,
% T‘L:rg in the Surma Valley.

B on’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI :
. ébu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Did Government receive applications
o Settlemcnt of land from the Assam Valley ?

¢ Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir. Sporadic applications
have been recejved from them and they are being considered.

Yes, I am aware.

Paddy and rice seized, requisitioned and confiscated

Maulay; ABDUR RAHMAN asked :
*64. Wil Government be pleased to state—

(@) The amount of paddy and rice which they have gqi
) and confiscated in each of the Subdivi 1zed,

sion of SylL requisitioned
January to September, 1943 ? yihet

district from

_'_—__'_——-—__
T Speeches not corrected by the hon. Member.
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(6) How much of the said articles have been released for public con-
sumption ? _ ' :

(¢) The rate or price fixed by Government to be paid for those articles seized
and secured in the district of Sylhet ? :

(d) On what basis the rate of price paid to the owners was fixed ?

(¢) The total quantity of rice and paddy exported from Sylhet district
through Government agencies and Government recognised agencies
from March 1943 to September 1943 ? (Figures for each Subdivision
to be shown separately.) ‘ ) ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :
64. (a) & (b)—A statement giving the details has been laid on the table.

Statement referred to in reply to starred question Wo.61(a) and (b) asked by
Maulavi Abdur Rahman at the November Session of the Assemblv, 1943

(a) — Rice Paddy
Sadr Subdivision— .
Seized 822 maunds 816 maunds.
Confiscated ... 37 s 189 ys
Karimganj—
Mds. srs. Mds. srs. ch.
Seized and ... 187 39 1,958 37 12
confiscated.
South Sylhet—
Seized 1.918 maunds 8,856 maunds.
Confiscated ... Nl Nil
Secured 1,025 maunds 12,157 maunds.
Habiganj— k
Seized 372 maunds 12,884 maunds.
Confiscated ... 349 ., 761 »
Secured Nil 29,554  ,,
Sunamganj—
Seized 11,000 maunds.
Secured 44,003 %
Confiscated ... S 400 o
(o= ' Rice Paddy
Sadx_- 10,501 maunds ° d
Karimganj ... 3,260 . 3,083 maunds.
South Sylhet... 2,665 L
Habiganj; ... 2,721 t 10,000 maunds.
Sunamganj ... 400 - 200 »

Note.—Rice ; . . . .
Rice issued includes paddy, seized or secured, converted into rice.

(¢)—Prices upto Rs. 5 and Rs. 10 d tively of paddy anq
: . 4 3 per maund respectl

rice seized Rs. 17 ¢t : to ased (secured) ang
paddy Rs. 10 et I(r)laif{dl,s (ayerage) per maund of rice purcha

to the maﬁlngPFices paid for purchased paddy and rice were appr
paddy and riclér1c9 S prevailing at the time when stocks were secured. :
concerned, Seized in connection with criminal cases were fixed by th
€)— -
Bengal thr(o?u hThe following quantities out of Government stocks were exported  to
gh Bengal 3 : " 1 Company, after the
export ban was re_ overnment Agents, Messrs. Ispahani an pany,

revised basic plan :ntroduCed, against the export quota of 7,300 tons of rice under the

oximately equa]
Price paid for
e Magistrateg

—

abiganj
South Sylhet gggg paddy.
Figures for export duving, 22 cailible—but - e

the free trade D -eriod al:e not
amount exported must haye | 1 P ‘
i nsider e no exports before free
trade came 1n. en considerable. There wer P
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t Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Was it the policy of Government that for paddy
and rice scized or requisitioned the owners should be lmid a i“‘i_r pri}:v ? s

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir, they
were paid approximately the market price. . !

T Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Did Government enquire  whether thc_ prices

fixed by the district authorities were in conformity with the prices prevailing in the
marker ? . ;
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ] Government
awarc of the prices fixed by the district authorities and they considered casesion
their merits.  In some cases the l;rivvs offered were fair and in certain cases [ had to
Increase the rate. A

TBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Isita fact that the rice distributed to
Government servants at concession rates was secured or procured from the cultivators at
a rate dictated by the Government ? ‘

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:, That rate was
not dictated by Government.  Government gave due consideration to these rates and in
certain cases the rates v ere increased. ‘ : -

TMaulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Is_lt a fact that
good rice was sccured from the cultivators and worst possible rice was distributed to the
Government servants of Shillong ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Shillong is
il;])plicd by Messrs.  Steel Brothers from the Assam Valley and not from the Surma

alley.

TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: With regard to the market rate what period was
taken into consideration by the district authorities ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: At the time
when these were secured. ) {

TMaulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHUR'\' : Isit nota fact
that some rotten stocks of some tea gnrdcns were taken by Messrs. Steel Brothers and
glven to the public of Shillong ? X :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir. My
nd has got a scent of an incident but not the full facts. Under thc) orders of the
overnment of India certain camps were established thmu_‘:‘;hout the Province to deal
with panicky exodus and food stocks had to be kept ready in certain camps what are
called (livil Supplies Movement camps. There was no necessity to use the food stock
and the rice was made over to Messrs. Steel Brothers at a fixed price and the stocks
were replenished by new rice. Only in one instance, it was found that the rice
Which was taken delivery of from Messrs. Steel Brothers was le?llg very bad because
"N water had leaked into the godown and so the rice was SOSaLL(; 1, :

1 Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it not a fact that a Su C}“fmonal Officer in
t3€ district of Sylhet, in May last, took an account of the mdwld.“a larmers about their
paddy stock and let them kuow that the paddy would be requisitioned, seized or
S€cureq by Government ? DULLA - f

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir. .

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Will the Hon’ble Mlmslt(t:_l B € it from me defini-

tely thay when the actual position of the stocks of individua filcinltls were taken up,

1Y were given to understand that their paddy would be secured or seized by Govern-
Inent ? <

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD ‘bAAD1ULLA; I deny that
Statement, Sir. There was no survey of the stock of the farmers,

TBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are Government aware that the culti-
vators were offered a lower price for their paddy, and they naturally got panicky ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I saw no signs of
Panic and in fact no report was made to me to that eflect.

are

Frie

tSpeeches not corrected by the hon. Members concerned.



936 QUESTIONS [27't Nov.

tMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Are Government aware that when the price of
paddy was fixed at Rs.10 by the District Authorities at Sylhet, the market price was
then over Rs.16 ? 1

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir, my
Friends are probably confusing two dates, else they would not have ‘made this state-
ment—the date on which the District Officer or his Agent tf)ld the cultivator that so
much paddy was being taken from him and that he would be given the market price of
that day and the subsequent date on which the delivery of the rice actually took place
when the price perhaps had gone up. The rate that was paid to the cultivators was
scrutinised and paid to the cultivators on the day when the paddy was seized or secured,

tMaulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Will the
Hon’ble Premier take it from me that when the market rate was Rs.22 per maund, the
Officers secured or seized them at Rs.10 per maund ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I received com-
plaints to this effgct but on a personal enquiry I found that it was not so.

+Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : May I know
through whom the Hon’ble Prime Minister made the inquiry ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :  The inquiry was
mad':z1 tl'(l)rf(;_u%h the usual channel, i.e., through the District Authorities and the Subdivi-
siona Ticers.

_fMaulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Will the
}‘Ig; bple Premier please accept my challenge and come to the locality and ascertain
a r

l;}éc Hor]i’blf Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, the seizure
clj\/flpa(l i t?od piace immediately after the free trade was started, i.e., by the 15th of
ingl};ir;?z i?artfdm:m}:emg the end of ths year, I don’t see any benefit will accrue if an

fMaulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Does the
Hon’ble Prime Minister admit that } i it 1 ; s

: 1 at if an inquiry is made and if what I say is found to
be correct, then the cultivato i] ;

The - Hoti’ble M tors will be paid some moere amounts ?

'e Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, if the cul-

gg‘:::tgfs i g.ot any documentary evidence of the quantity of paddy that they deli-

_ TMaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :
in some cases, refused to take d
asked to refund the advance wh

! Is it not a fact, Sir, that the Government agents,
elivery of the secured paddy and that the owners were
ich were paid to them ?

comgl‘z}:i(:] tsff)ctin’tlﬁl_c Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I have had no
IS nature uptonow. If my hon. Friend can give me any specific

i ¥ : -] - ] : omise

| was seized or secured b %%HMAN: Will Government take delivery of the paddy that
\ The Hon’hi b .vernment by paying the remaining money ?
| o RABE\I ]1\)4au1av; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Surely, Sir.
” Impression is that theR(? NATH ADITYA: Are Government aware that the public
lh of the poor cultivatorg O:;er,nment are charitable to their own employees at the expense
i The Hon’ble M ar; ’ff 50, will Government try to remove that impression ?
- charge, Sir. aulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I refute that
TMaulavi  Muyuy
. s i A
! Ministers are liars. MMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: The
The Hon’ble Maulav;
avi sk !
Hon’ble Speaker has hearq thii‘g;gl Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Perhaps the
The Hon’ble the SPEAR R ark.  One sees only through his own glasses.
= ¢ Itis highly improper to make such remarks.
TSpeeches not corrected by the b ot

by th
Y the hon, Memberg concerned.
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Supply and distribution of Kerosene
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :
*65. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Their present policy regarding the supply and distribution of kerosene
in the Province ?

(6) Whether it is a fact that there is no ban on the distribution of kerosene ?

(¢) Whether Government have introduced ration’s system in distributing
kerosene in the Province ? Iy

(d) Whether the same procedure is followed in each of the subdivisions of
cach district of the Province ?

(¢) Whether Government are aware that the condition of Habiganj Subdi-
vision has become very bad due to the present system of distribution
of kerosene ?

(/) If so, who is reponsible for such a state of affairs ?

(g) Whether any public body or individual was asked for co-operation by
the local authorities of Habiganj in the matter of supply of kerosene
to that Subdivision ?

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

65. (a), (8), (¢) & (d)—Under orders from the Government of India supply
has been cut down to 50 per cent. of the offtake of [941. The basis of the system
of distribution is the Bengal Directive adopted by the Government of Assam, a copy
of which is placed on the Library table. This is followed everywhere.

(e)—No.
(/' )—Does not arise.
(g)—No.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)
Encroachment of lands in Nowgong by immigrants

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked:
65. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The names, if any, of village grazing ground (i. ., village commons and
professional grazing rescrves) that have been recently thrown open
to settlement in the district of Nowgong ?

(b) The names of grazing reserves (village and professional) in the disirict of
Nowgong, that have been encroached upon and occupied by immi-

rants without authority ? ;

(¢) Whether any steps have been taken by the authorities for their
diate eviction ? Y

(d) If not, why not? . . .

(¢) Whether the Hon’ble Premier received a wire and a representation from
me dated the 23rd and 24th September 1943 respectively, complain-
ing about unauthorised occupation by immigrants of a number of
village grazing reserves in Juria Mauza, NOWg‘png >

* f) If so, what steps have bcen taken on tIJ(?SC complaints ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
05. (a)—1. Dhingarati village grazing reserve.

imme-

2. Chalapathar ,, s A
3. Dhupaguri 55 2 b
4. Jakoruabil a1 s
5. Botodrowa Borbheti ,, n
6. Ditto SaII'\:]_lph.lSEfl‘ ti’a el e g
b)y (6)s (d) &8 (f)—D0 IMOIMadon 18 availlable eysane ¢ 4
in Juria( Iz/ia(u)za(‘,\)ras c'(gnp]amed of. The Deputy Commissioli:.er h‘é:ztls Zgﬁggaic}?;ﬁzzf

- with the alleged encroachment in accordance with the
ernment which permitted eviction.
(e)—Yes.

and revenue policy of Goy-
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Purchase and sale of paddy and rice in the Province by Messrs. Steel Brothers
and Company

Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN asked : ‘

66. (a) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of the agreement
or contract at present subsisting between them and Messrs. ?lccl', Brothers and Come-
pany, for purchase and sale of paddy and rice in the Province : )

(b) If so, whether Government proposc to lay on the table the figures, §lll)_
division by subdivision, showing the amount of rice and paddy PUI’(:]I:lSI',d. by Steel
Brothers and Company, during the current calendar year up to the 30th September
1943 ?

67. Will Government be pleased to state— .

() The names of subdivisions in the Province where f\fICSS{'s..tht:l Brothers and

Company, have been making their purchases of rice and paddy ?

(b) Whether they have kept any separate record of such purchases madc by

i\)/[cssrs. Steel Brothers and Company, in the different subdivisions of the
rovince ?

(¢) The quantities of rice and paddy supplied by that Company to the

() Defence Services and (i7) Labour cmploycd in Defence Services
during the aloresaid ])C].J‘Ud ?

The Hon;b]c Maulavi Sajyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

66. (a) & (b)—The hon. Memberis referred to replies tO starred  questions
Nos.46 (¢) and 47 (a) asked by Mr. Baidvanath Mookerjce at this session of the
Assembly. ’

e (@)—Messrs. Steel Brothers and Company are operating throughout the Pro-
vince excepting Surma Valley from where they withdrew on the introduction of
free trade by the Government of India ;

’h)—No. 7

_ 'z)—The hon. Member is referred to reply to unstarred question No.29 (b)

(i) asked by Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan at this session of the Assembly. )

Purchase of paddy and rice by Government Agents

Srijut JOGES. CHANDRA GOHAIN asked :
68. Will Government be pleased to state— :
(a) The tota1 quantity of paddy and rice purchased by Government Agents
till 31st October 1943 ?
(b) What quantity out of this purchasc was supplied to—(é) the civil popula-
tion of the Province, (ii) the Military and (2iz) the labour engaged in
1 Mlhta_ry and allied works ?
(¢) The quantity of paddy and rice exported out of the Province by Govern-
ment until 31st October 1943 ?
(d) Under what conditions the Government Agents for the purcha.c of paddy
and rice inside the Province have been appointed ?
(¢) Whether Government propose to lay on the table a copy of the contract,
if any, made on this behalf with the Government Agents ?
o ({) {f.not, why not ?
il 2 HEeh .
Dibrugarh)ha: gezrf’lgciif::}rllattoﬂisimanagemcnt of all thie Goverfitient Stbies ‘exCeptng
(b)' Hiso) why ? private companies ?
~ (¢) Do Government
a private company ?
(d) If so, when ?

70. Will Government be
regarding_supply of sugar in tﬁ??sffv;rf? N what arrangements they B
The Honble Mawavi Saiyid si \ijmamMMAD SAADULLA replied:

68. (6)166:)’4‘;([3)’ fi%)(a)({ )d:rgéle hon. Member is referred to replies to si:ar.md
uestions INOS. ’ and 46(aq ‘ idyanath Mookerjee
gt this Session of the Assembly. ) and (c) asked by Mr. BRI -

Propose to give management of Dibrugarh Storc also to

ave made
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(#)-—The hon. Member is referred to a veply to unstarred - question No. 29 (b)
asked by Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan, M. L. A., at this Session of the Assembly.

09 (a)—Yes In Dibrugarh, (':Hl.l‘:_.‘.h;l[ and Hill Districts other than Khasi _and
Jaintia Hills and Frontier Tracts supplies are under the direct supervision of officials,
\\‘!ti]-' the stores at other places are being” managed by the Assam Supply Agency
Limited and Surma Valley Supply Agency. :

(6)-—1In order to facilitate keeprng und recording of accounts in a commercial

way and to avoid losses to Government,

: (¢) —Not vet.  Aeccounts of previous  issues are under preparation and exa-
mination ; when these are finished then the suguestion will be considered.

(d)—Does not arise. y N
70.—Sugar s

a controlled commodity and the quantity ‘allotted to this Province
is being distributed

according to population ba-is.,

Rules for granting free-studentships and backward scholarships

Srijut JOGES CHANDRA GOHAIN asked :
71. Will Government be pleased to  state—

(@) Whether it is a fact that

backward

revised ?

(b) If so, what is the

rules ? '

(¢) Whether they have been given the same privileges as that of the Muslim,

_ ] Tribal and Scheduled Claste boys ?
(d) I not, why ?

(¢) Whether ‘Government received any representation from the All-Assam
Ahom Association and their representative in the Assembly to  consider

the cases of the Ahom boys in the same way as those of the Muslim,
I'ribal and Scheduled G

aste boys in respect  of granting free-student-

ships and  backward scholarships ?

If so, whether this has been considered at the time of revising the rules on
the subject ?

(¢) If not, why not ?

the rules for granting frge-studentships and.
scholarships  in  cducational institutions have recently been

position of the Ahom boys according to the new revised

(/)

() Whether Government proposc to consider the case of the Ahom boys on
. . . . 1

the line suggested by their representative in - the Assembly and the All-
Assany Ahom Association as stated in question (@) above ?

L @) If not, why not ? J .
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
@)-—No. They are being revised.
(6) to (d)—Do not arise.
()—Yes. y
f)“—"l'hcy will be considered in due course.
&)-—Does not arise. ! :
h)—The Ahoms now constitute a scparate community and their cases will be
. considered on their own . merits.
(1)~—Daoes not arise.

(.

Price Control officers

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked : ) Ty

72. Will Government be pleased to state, the number .of Price Qontro] Officers
appointed up to date in the Assam Valley and the community to which each of them
belongs ? T : '

The Hon’hle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

. L . Mmnte ™
12— No Price Control Officers have been appointed by Government so far.



T e N r
940 : QUESTIONS NG

Requisition of villages for Military purposes
Khatl ‘Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI ajkeel illages of Sylhet Sadar Sub-
73. (2) Isita fact that villagers of some of the vi }“fv ‘h f'c‘)r) sonie Military
division, have been ordered to vacate their villages forthwi - - ary
2 . . nts have heo
= (b) If so, will Government be pleased to state what arrangements have been
> -
made to provide those villages with shelter and land ? o
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied: T U N
73. (a)—It is not understood exactly to what villages 'lhc‘b”"-[‘ Viemb s re i e
it is a fact that Military needs have occasioned the requisitioning "’,.:} number ol home-
steads all over the Province and not only in North Sylhet :S.lll)(ll\lhl]().[]: - "
(b)—Full compensation for removal and for loss of income has ln,fg,nl Palcl Fl().
these villagers, and Deputy Commissioners have been directed to try and find land for
their maintenance elsewhere, if possible.

Remuneration to Copyists and Typists in the Criminal Branch and Revenue
Branch of Government

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

74. (a) Are Gogernment aware of the fact that the copyists and typists in the

Criminal branch and Revenue branch of Government get a very small amount as  their
remuneration ?

(6) Are Government aware that this small amount is madcquatc for their
maintenance in view of the increased prices of articles ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to adopt a scheme to increase their
remuneration ?

(d) Is it a fact that according to correction slip III to rule 2, Chapter X of

the High Court General Rules and Order, the copyists and typists are entitled to
Rs.50 and Rs.80 a month respectively ?

(e) Is it a fact that Government in their letter No. g, 62/@51-53.-(3. J. of 19th
January 1940 committed themselves to increase the remuneration of copyists and typists
from 2 annas to 21 annag ?

(f) If so, what has been the result of this commitment ?

(g) Isit a fact that since then the economic condition of the country h
become worse ?

(%) Are Government aware that the
of Subdivisional Officer’s Court, Habiganj is

(i) Are Government aware that one
died recently ?

() If so, do Government, propose to withhold appointment of a hand in the
said vacancy in order to enable the existing hands to earn more ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied : )
. T4. (@) & (b)—Government have received representations to this effect, and have
given them sympathetic consideration.

(¢)—The remuneration of co

as

average income of the typists and copyists
much below the standard amount ?
of the two typists of the said office had

pyists and typists has been increased frn.m 2 annas
to 2% annas per folio, and of mappists by 25 per cent. The consent of the High Court
to this decision has only recently been reccived, but the increases have been given
retrospective effect from 1s¢ April 1943, -

(d)—The Rule quoted by the h Member is the “Criminal” Rule. TRe
corresponding “.Civil” Rule ig hmgevei th?:ns.amc. The Rules are to the ef'fcc.t that the
number of copyists and tYPists must not be greater than, will ordinarily admit ofl each

S o8 an average Rs. 40 and each tynist an average Rs. 65 per month, and
that, éf };l‘aCtICa.b]e, a minimum of Rs.sf)agor go[;;ists and Rs. 80 for typists should he
aimed at.

() & (f)—Government committed themselves, and the result is as in (¢)
above.

(g)—Government are not prepared t

; o dispute the proposition.
(}‘) & (’)‘GOVcrnmcnt have no in P

formation.
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(J )--Instructions have been issued by Government, and approved by the High
Court, that additional hands are no where to be entertained in these Departments
unless the minimum standard of earnings has been reached.

Number of Educational Institutions in the Province

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :
75. Will Government be pleased to state— 2
(a) The total number of Government and Aided High Schools, Nglddle
English Schools, Normal Schools and Colleges in the Province ?  (Figures
for Government and Aided Institution to be shown separately.)
(b) The total number of students reading in these institutions during the year
19042 ?
(¢) How many of these students were Hindus and how many were
Muslims ?
(d) Toial expenditure incurred by Government under Primary, Secondary
and Collegiate Education in the year 1942 ?
(¢) The average expenditure incurred by Government on each student during
the said year ?
(/) The expenditure incurred by Government for Muslim and Hindu
communities for general education in the vear 1042 ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
75.—The figures below are for the year 1942-43 and exclude the Anglo-Indian
and European Schools and Colleges.

For males For females

(@)—Total number of Government High Schools ... 23 2
Total number of Aided High Schools. .. 108 18
Total number of Government Middle English 7 4

Schools,
Total number of Aided Middle English Schools 279 21
Total number of Government Normal & "Train- 3
ing Schools.
Total number of Aided Normal & Training 2
Schools.
Total number of Government Arts Colleges 3
(including Sylhet Sanskrit College.)
Total number of Aided Arts Colleges... 6 4

{6)—Toral number of pupils reading in Government 9,906 739

High Schools.

Total number of pupils reading in Aided High 21,804 4,098
Schools.

Total number of pupils reading in Government 665 574

Middle English Schools. =ty _
Total number of pupils reading in Aided Middle 18,038 1,945
English Schools.

Total number of pupils reading in Government 255
Normal & Training Schools. .

Total number of pupils reading in Aided 31
Government Normal & Training Schools.

Total number of students reading in Govern- 1,220
ment Arts Colleges. bl i

Total number of students reading in Aided Arts 864 171
Colleges.

(¢)—The figures are not available and it will take a long time to collect figures
from subordinate officers. ?
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(d)—Total expenditure incurred by Government for :-—

For males For females
Rs. Rs.

10,44,579  1,18,040

imary Education
Primary 1 11,29,319 2,08,690

Secondary Education

Collegiate FEducation ‘ 3,05 320 Hl‘ﬁ.]ll‘
(e)—Average expenditure incurrel by Governiment on cach student for -.
Ei: "3 P Re &'p,
Primary Education 3-'3 6 o lf 3
Secondary Education e 4 6 16 7 3
Collegiate Education ciJdr8 1 109 0 5

( f }—Separate figures of expenditure are not available.
Settlement of lands in the Mechpara and Bijni Raj Court of Wards Estates

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked:

76. Will Government be pleased to state— :

(¢) How many bighas of land are now lying uncultivated in (7) the Mechpary p
and (z2) Bijni Raj Court of Wards Estates ?

(b) How many bighas of land have been made khas in cach ol the above
mentioned Estates by sale owing to non-pay ment of rent by the Jotdars
and Raiyats during the last 10 years ?

(¢cj Of these, how many bighas of land have been settled with the Raiyats
and how many bighas still remain khas ?

(d) How many bighas of land are still kept as grazing reserve and how many
have been kept as khas under Jamadarhat Kachari (Joypur Dihi) in
Mechpara Wards Estate ? ‘

(¢) How many bighas of uncultivated land under the Mechpara Wards  Estate |
have been settled in connection with the Grow More Food (,'-znnpai_qn
during the last 2 years ?  (The figures to be shown Dihi by Dihi.)

(/) What steps have been taken by the Deputy Commissioner, Goalpara, the
respective Managers of the Bijni Raj, and Mechpara Wards " Estates
and their subordinates to make the Grow More Food Campaign g
success in those Estates ? !

(g) Whether Government issued any instructions to these officers in  this
respect P - i

(k) If so, with what result ?
'Ihef Hon’ble Maulavi! MUNAWWAR ALIT replied : S
76. {a) (i)—In Mechpara 9,056 bigha’s which includes approximately all g
unm_.llgvated and untenanted lands.
cultiggli—glnb]slljni listate  approximately 1,31,000 bighas inchf{d;ﬁ% 'lti‘;cilfalllmﬁl for |
fit f 1‘?’ cels, rivers, forests, grazing grounds, ctc. Most © > avallable lang
or cultivation have already been settled.

(b)hIV.I.echpara s .. 54,457 ])i_!_{hEI-S- .
Bijni Raj ... 48,167 bighas approximately,
(c)——Mcchpara 1 settled with Raiyats 24,982 bighas. .
j Khas 29,475 bighas.

This kha : ;
Foniy zul.g?f mcludes 1o which were previously settled and brought under cultivy.
bRy purchased by the Estate in execution ol decrees for non-paymen

of rents and thus 1 A .
ecame khag ST s ccupation of prospective tenang,
and are under process of SEtt]Zmpr,l]imsc are mostly in occuj 1 ts

Bijni Raj : el EA R
Jn1 Raj settled with Raiyats ... 32,057 bighas approximately,
7 as 3 12,748 ey i

of which roughly 3 000 bighag have been eroded by rivers.

(d)—Grazing reserve .
' Khas ... 1,470 bighas.

M LR vey 1,800 22
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e)- - In all 10,479 bighas as detailed below :— A ; .
Lakhipur Tahsil ‘o,lfi_t} bighas.
Chunari 5i 175 4
Balabhila = 14x Bl 38R 5
Balijjana 5 417 W
Goalpara o . Lot 44060 ’
Jamadarhat |, 2,270 *s
10,479

»
'omumissioner and the Managers and their subordinates
have taken up the “Grow More Food” campaien as one of their duties ;md‘ h:\\'_c been
explaining the necessity of the campaian 10 the cultivators in  the course of their tours.
Many mectings were held in rueal areas to nnpress upon the cultivators the need of
growiny more foad by taking up more land for cu'tivating food grains. The Hon’ble
Ministers of Finance and Judicial also addresse largely attended mectings on  chis
subject explaining the necessity of cultiv ‘ting all available lands with food  grains.  As
a result of all these  activities Aus and Amon cultivation increased by about 20 per
cent. in the last season and more increase is expected in the
In view of what has been stated  and tdone tha
instruction to the Deputy Commissioner and
Commission

(f) to (A} ~The Deputy (

winter rice crops.
necessity for issuing  separate
other officers did not exist.
pail to Goveran=at Ageats for pacrchase, sapply and
Aisteibution of foolscuils.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :
77.  Will Government be pleased to state -
(a) 'T'he amount paid or likely to be paid as commission to various Govern-
ment Agents appointed for the purchase, supply and distribution of
[oodstuffs during the year 1043244 7
(b) 'The total monthlv cost for the Department of Supply, opened
Districts of the Province inclusive o the
Government Agents ?
(¢) The arrangements made by the Gov
tion of controlled foods in the rural areas of the Province ?
d) \thll_mr Government propose to organise the opening of G:-operative
Stores in each choukidari panchayat circle of the Province ?
() Whether Governmeant propose to eliminate the non-official agencies and

make future purchases through a reliable staff of permanent Govy
. ment servants P :

‘The Hon’ble Muaulavi Saiyid Sir

in various
cost of  commission to

croment for the supply and distribu-

ern-
MUHAMMAD SAADULLA replied :

Cominission paid Commission likely o he
7. (a) paid during the remainine
moenths of the ve

ar
RRgl F gt fRa 1LY o
Shaw Wallace and Company 82,539 0 0 60,670 o ¢
Steel Brothers and Company 1,94,440 8 o0 2,72.216 ' g 0
Assam Supply Agency Limited 9,846 10 0 46,728 6 ¢
Surma Valley Supply Agency 16,148 14 0 31,611 o oy
and Company.

(h)—Rs. 88,000-0-0.

(¢)—As for rice and paddy Government have made purchases through the;
Agents Messrs. Steel Brothers and Compzn.w Limited, and District Oﬁﬁverglfj )
such  purchased ‘stocks District Officers Issue rice and paddy at Cr)ntr:ollséd zft)ln
through shops in ares where there is scarcity,  As for imported, commodities trhess
are purchased or arranged by Messrs.  Shaw Wallace and Gompany, Caleutta oe
behall of Government and despatched to _Assam. . These are 'receivc(}il’ inM the (iaintsl
Districts of Assam minus Golaghat and Dibrugarh Subdivisions plﬁs Shillong b]; the
two Distribution Agencies, the Assam Valley A

sency Limited, Gauhati and the Surma
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Supply Agency, Shillong. Elsewhere in the Province they are received by_.l‘ht—:
E?sl::i)::t afl)II()lySuél’Jdiv{s’ional (')Ef’liccrs. The two Agr:nci.cs distributed th'cf' (.mmg;ldtlt(l:‘b
according to fixed quotas to wholesalers selected and n:qn_stcrr:q by the D’:ﬁr-l.(,l ) ll”]
and these wholesalers in their turn issue gt)u_(ls to their r(:glst(:r(:_(l rc'l.‘.u :._as‘ 1.n rl’l -I'-
areas according to quotas. Where the Agencies arc not operating II.H)S‘L'I(,S. .u(c)“:‘l(l“‘:.;
to wholesalers or directly to retailers according to circumstances by the l—.‘,‘ll‘lCl .’I— LHL

(d)—Government will give all possible facilities if the pul)lfc care ]to %’lhjl_“i“q
such stores and the Registrar of Co-operative Societies reports that 209‘ U@ SEEEHS:
have already been registered and papers of some 300 more arc un(l(rr. s.(,rluuny‘.. e ‘el

(e)-ﬂGovcrnHllcut do not think that any useful purposc will be served by

iminating non-official agency. -

Chml’r‘lifgug]avi MUHAI\?MA)IS MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Is Shaw

ce and Company an indigenous concern ? ) G, -
Wall:Thc Hon’blé) Myaulavi Sa}-i’yid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: -Shil\\’ ‘NJH.;::.
and Company is a Firm of repute and if by the word _‘mdlgcnous, my i
Friend means an Indian concern, the answer is in the negative. oty

#*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN - May 1 know from the Hon ])l(,l.lt:ll?.l(.‘l. ‘ (11
is the rate of cihcS commission paid to cach of these Companics—Shaw Wallace anc
Company and Stecl Brothers and Compan ? g L

IalzThe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MIIJI-[/{M_ MAD SAADULLA : From the answer
to_a Starred Question, my Friend has already come to know 01' the rulc;‘“ (L com-~
mission. However Sir, T" will repeat it. Shaw Wallace and CGompany 1s ‘g‘VC"‘ a
commission of one per cent. on all the purchases, while Steel Brothers and _Cor(ijl‘p‘«l“‘:’
s paid at the rate of 3 anpas per maund for the first 95 thousand maunds and
then at the rate of 1 anna 6 pies per maund  As regards the Assam Supply Agency
Limited and the Surma Valley Supply Agency Limited, I can say that .th.t:y get
their commission in every three months. They get 10 per cent. commission for
the first 25 thousand maunds and 1 anna 3 pies for the rest.

*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know the names of the persons of the
Surma Valley Supply Agency and Company ?

*The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: [ understand

there are only two persons—one is Khan Sahib Abdul Kaher of Sylhet and the other
is Rai Bahadur Jiban Ram Goenka,

*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN -

*The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
was signed by these two people
or not.

iidaulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: Is Rai Baha.
dur Jiban Ram Go ol

1 x enka a share-holder of Shaw Wailace and Company ? S;
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Do Government pay anything to Messrs.
Shaw Wallace and Compan

\ g 2
. y for forwarding any food-stuff to our Province :
e Honble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, Sir.
Ml." BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Are we to understand that the commissions
are Eald to thaf Company on all the commoditics purchased ? )
The Hon’ble Maulavij Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Sir.

Barpet -T bari Road
Srijut GHANASHYAM pac . o Larabar

: AS asked -
78. (a asked : ) )
the PUbli(c )V\/Icfrlktsa %:;;];;Légf ?arpeta-Tarabari Road is going to he abandoned by
(b) If so, what :
(¢) If not, why
The Hon’ble Kha
78. (a,—No.

(&,—Does not arige.

Is it a registered Firm, Sir ?
MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : An agreement
» and I don’t know whether this is a registered Firm

are the reagopg
N0 repair-wepk
n

Bahadur M

therefor ? . = o
s have yet been done to the said roa 1
aulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

= _-_h—“—%____ e,
*Speet:h Rot corrected by the Hon’ble Ministey o hon. Member concerned.
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(¢)—Repairs are in progress and will be completed by the end of February
1044,

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: ‘The answer to (¢) is vague, Sir. My question
1s “If' not. why no repair-works have vyet been done to the said road ?" j

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The repairs
are already in progress, Sir.

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: Sir, no repair has yet heen done. 3

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Our report 1is
otherwise, Sir. The work has alrcady commenced. "

Srijut. GHANASHYAM DAS: No, Sir, it is not true. No repair has yet
been done.

The  Hon'ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member is supplying information
which the Hon'’ble Minister denies. 1

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister enquire into it and
if no repair has vet been done, will he take, steps, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : We made en-
quiries recently, Sir, and we have got telegram from the Subdivisional Officer that
repairs are in progress and will be completed by the end of February next.

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS : Is there any date mentioned on the telegram
on which the repair has been ‘taken up, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I have already
replied, Sir.

Re Public Works Department contracts

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked :

79. Will Government be pleased vo state—

(@) Whether the Government of Assam has made any request to the Autho-

ritics of the Bengal and Assam Railway to the effect that preference
should be given to the local people as far as possible in the matter of
service, contract, etc., under them ?

(b) If not, why not ?

(¢) If the answer to question 79 (@) is in the affirmative, do Government
propose to enquire and state how many contracts have been given to
Assamese contracto:s for the work of doubling the Railway lines (1)
from Golokgonja to Amingaon and (i) from Pandu to Tinsukia by
the Bengal and Assam Railway ?

(d) Whether Government are aware that not a single contract has yet been
given to any Assamese contractor for doubling the Railway lines by the
Bengal and Assam Railway from Golokgonja to Amingaon in spite of
there being many experienced and reputed Assamese contractors even
with lowest rates ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to represent the matter to the Authorities
of the Bengal and Assam Railway ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
19. (a)—VYes, in respect of service under the Railway only.
. (b)—Does not arise in regard to service. In regard to contract request  is
being made now.
(¢) and (d)—Enquiries are being made.
(e)—Yes.
Assam Motor Transport Organisation

Maulavi NAMWAR ALI BARBHUIYA asked :
80.  Will Government be pleased to state— | 3
(a) Whether the Assam Motor Transport Orgftmsati()n is a public concern
within the special cognizance of the Mmistry ?

(b) Whether the whole establishment is a Government one ?
(¢) Whether the rules and procedure that are applicable to other Government
servants in the matter of appointment, etc., are also applicable in the
case of the employees of the said Organisation ?
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: / . . cascs of appointments that
.d) If so, whether they have been followed in the - =19 Pl
have hitherto been made under the (_)I‘;L:‘:Ulls.zuu{t T e lia
(e) If not, under what order or rule the ‘\I'utor 'ransport U
authorised to make appointments = | value of posts that the
() Whether there is any limit to the nut_ul)::r ST to. Government
; Controller is authorised to make without relerence to, L
(2) If so, what is that limit ? I 8 L
o - 3 e ade by the Gontroller up
(#) The number and value of posts that have been ll'l.ull. Yl () aftor
till Auguse 1943 (i) without reference to Governim ‘ 8
making reference to Government : ] | e bW o%
' : ey . -al newspaper or
(i) Whether the Controller advertises the vacancies the loca paj
in the Assam Gazette ?
(j) If not, why not ? ! —
;7 . : S pe ‘1 for any one of the minis-
(k) Whether any educational qualification is (:_&‘5(:“[1'.11 for any on
terial or technical posts of the Organisation ? Tt N e
() If so, whether any open and public endeavour was ”l;-ld"l“,) l‘ ¥ )1;r'aiulml:11l )
public in order to obtain the best available persons in cach m(!n';( ual s ,lli:-(l :
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA rcj :
80. (a) & (b)—Itis a Government concern. i tha yoite funils
. (e)—Yes, in general.  As intimated to the Assembly when mercial purpose
estabhshmf:nt of the organisation was obtained, it has a quasi-com o , i
for the maintenance of the cconomy of the Province in war Uime (.;111((1)1;:1}3—1“ )“_
1 . ice 1 a2 : 3 > oL ati to the rge Sati«
org_m}?ry serrvmc_t rules are in process of modification and adaptation
which 1s ol a temporary character -
((1)__A5 It p Y' lM""'t'::l' 5 . . s ..i”u-ul:tl character of the
g2 N ar as might be, in sideration of the exper Se  gAredis
, ! , In conside ) il
Organisation and t} A : L i [ the I)uhll(. were not to
o 1€ necessity of speed, if the interests o -'
suffer.

(6}_,(_[) & (g)——As a wor
make appointments within the
d}scus.smn with the Hon’ble Mi
technical  personnel, The
personnel are chosen !

The fixation of
under consideration

king arrangement, the Controller has l)tirn(tllua\[::_{ ,l::
scope of the venture, as from ume 1r‘;. .”]”. § 1 l, &
nister-in-charge, in the categories ol cler ica : .m(‘ ()}\: 1
' administrative. accountancy and  superior technica
in consultation with the Minister-in-charge. Controller, is
a money limit for pay scales in posts filled by the Controller, 1

(f)--Statements showing the appointments with a nominal roll of executive and

pigher technical personnel are given helow. These exclude the mumerous appoint-

ments on daily rat ; . led in the nominal list
: - €s or wages, S . g 1tments included 1n >
have been dj ag Some of the appointments

< scussed wi Tio ; ! Pt T the Controller and
B Arias e with Government.  Others have been made by

(1)—The - ! . suants have been widely
advertised and th Posts of Group Assistants and Section Assistan

r e G pren.
when technical and ss of 3
?122 réocfvi;f::r;lélrier - war time Ordinances to transfer their scr.\_ricc.‘%- ll“‘lirm]:gkfytl?é
war effort 1 of India is 1o discourage advertisement where it woulc

. , ‘esent conditions
advertisement is not wholly suited to Preset b

WESS L 1 ; qntinl services and
specialised personnel are mainly engaged in essentia .

enticing eegen . ; This applies also to
some extcntytn d‘;}?g essential personnel away from their posfs. . ljl(?n;lgzll to seek for
better immediage lc’d service as there is a tendency among such pers
nisation in Prospec

every sphe ts which, if not checked to some extent, would lead to disorga-

- Te

PPointme i j i

efficiency and reliappii®, Organisation are of a temporary nature, but men ol ficd
o . L 1

employers and wig, ¢ 2T€ Tequired, so that nomination and negotiatio

the a1 A0 o - dinances has
been necessary. 1N S()O';tlllthormes responsible for the WOI]_‘““S ol tllgnc(:)(_!] ard Tiate of
requIrcIments posted Er were the offices of the Organisation Ope

employmcnt.

sk offices, than they were looded with applications far
(k)—-The posts beip

Ll - = - et been laid
down by rule; each post has% temporary, specific qualifications have not y

nad (o | e e rits.
7 5 i be dealt with on the me et
(1)—Yes. The search fop Suitable personnel has been arduous and cons ;
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Statcnu nt referred to in reply to unstarred question No.80(k) asked by
2 Y
Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhuiya, M.L.A., at the November Session of

the Assam Legislative Assembly, 1943.

(:[CF;..‘J —_—

S(‘l‘in]

No.

Sl W

List of employees, area by area, Assam iransport, as at 31st October

Arcas

Head Office, Shillong
Nowgong

Jorhat

North Lakhimpur
Dibrugarh
Darrang

Surma V lley

Tatal

Drivers—

Serial
No.

PSR PL

Areas

Head Office, Shillong
Nowgong )

Jorhat e

North Lakhimpur

Dibrugarh
?al‘l'nllg .
Urma Valley .

" Total

H a 71({]Jman—._

ES - W AR R

Head Office, Shillong .. ..
N()Wg()ng o .
Jorhat -
North Lakhimpur
Dibl'ugarh "
Darrang .
Surma Valley ..

Total

1943

= = (7]
: B e
R B 8 & 8T
= = = o !
g 3 R IS L
- > 3] — R =
o B 3 & b=} B
g B R Er s et
5 4 iz 3 g - 3
P < = o < O
0y (2 @) @) (& (6 (M (@
80 3 12 14 3 1 16 129
9 32 1 11 SIS
5 24 1 2 Pt %
o hor ] el 1
b i ] 2 35
6 25 1 1 5
1 i i 4
" 106 85 & 2t 1 18 256
= =3
« O o
¥ | 8 1L
- g
g 2 3 8 Total
I '_I:G o )
A S - B
=] 2 3 5 = g o
R 4 B0 P Seere
(. (@ @ 4) (8 (6) (1 (8)
: o 97 2
42 a1 39 5 . 2 129
31 49 22 12 3 9 126
i 1 = ; o 6
19 37 . 18 13 : 21 108
1 9 6 1 i3 ; 17
0 .. i p g : 10
103 137 90 31 5 32 308
%, .. o .. 3 9
23 39 45 9 8 124
24 53 27 .. . i i W 1
14 32 28 N S T 88
. 6 4 ) N 10
11 ot 11
72 130 104 9

35 350
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5 B
g & T
5] oo e
Serial Arecas G G o = & l'otal
No. % g & #® 3 £ 9
- g = I = o v
E g 5 3z ¥ £ £
o e P c) < (&) (@]
(1) (2) (3) (4 (5 (6 () (8)
Technicians—
1 Head Office, Shillong .. v Sl " 1 1 4 6
2 Nowgong .- “e = el s 9 1 - 3 13
3 Jorhat s % et il 88 6 27 4 71
4 North Lakhrmpur - -~ e o Ao i 2 :
5 Dibrugarh . o " S 16 5 > - - .. 21
6 Darrang e e 1 - o 1
7 SurmaVallcy._ . s ik iR i %S %’ 1
Total .. 4 57 13 28 o a3 ll 113
Helpers— .
1 Head Office, Shi]]ong . 5 5
2 Nowgong . L2 .. . .. . B ')
3 Jorhat o .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Y ..
4 North Lakh:mpur i i R 26 12 ae e e e 38
5 Dibrugarh ) . e s aa S i .k i - - e
6 Darrang H . 3 4 e 9 T i i 53 s 16
7 SurmaVallcy i :- .. .w .1 .. i i . l
Total 1 35 19 5 60
g 3
§= H o
os oo g
Serial Areas E ,;_? .g
No. G G o Total
- - = v
o B -1 ° %
5 2 = 3 =
0 - -~ o O
: (my (@ B W (5 (06
Menials—
1 Head Offjce Shi
» Shillong i 1 3 s -
2 Nowgong .
* 3 8 . T 8 o 2
3 Jorhat 5 : A
L 1 19 2 4
4 North Lakhimpur 3 29
5 Dib!’ugarh S e . ' . )
ot 6 2
6 Darrang : 9 17
] = - i 1 w 1
7 Surma Valley A
¥ 3 3

Total .. 8 34 5 9 28 84

Grand Total e 152061,
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: UL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: With regard
ole), (. an g . 3 As o
Transport office ? ) ; YULLA: There i<
e S sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Therecis no
The Hon’h‘](: Maul'an fj):l;yrif-l;:ts';i"‘tlll’{” there is a Sui.)-c:nn:m.ittm: C(_)nsistiu.g of
Board for rnakujg'fi(n.y .‘tpli“ilgncup—:x(:i,t)' as the Secretary of lh.t: l-'lcn(!fmm-cllA(-stm
myself, Mr. ‘W'}“u‘l é’r ‘Ifl_mlr' and the Provincial Motor lI':lr‘]h])(.H-l'. ._u.nlt;n' c;. ,\Vc
B(l)ardJ th(c:l'gnzd:lccxra}l(frll21{1' ?:uL a list of candidates who are interviewed by the prg.
select candidates : ALE
L e i ) -oller.
vincial Motor Transport Contro » - DYURY: MayIk
; - QBUL HUSSAIN CHAUD o WY S MOOW
Si I\/I{Iall]a\/l Ihr/llc}ijilll\glgrﬁ!zl 1\5./1?10‘1 taken in the Sub-Comumittee while most of ).
Sir, why an an
loyees are Indians ? ' A . o s
cmp";}l:c Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD .5.«-\.&_1)[14“2:;]\,: 2 b .
c ittce and there is an Indian Member in thQ Mnn.’slt:l ”m'.."‘. '.,..T-m'
F?i?nncjll méans why no non-official has been 1:11(1:-11, it is |u.‘f.:zll_l-\'(f‘. lh"f’“' IS No nccessity
for a non-official at this stage when the institution is at its l'lli'““'}' ' ' -
fet R D MAQRUL HUSSATN GHALIDHURY: 1s its ey,
Sir, that the Hon’ble Prime Minister is the President of the Sub-committee and he g
always out-voted by the members ? ) i T
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD Sj.-\A;'-\-DIIJIlal]':lf_\lr-lmlli](l:ll;i has been
no occasion, Sir, up till now like that. We have been working {‘ he Pul -Y. e
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : \*Vlu-ft'“f"f“‘—‘ﬂ{{‘f“sg.‘; JARIGlG Bervies
Commission have been dispensed with in regard to this office, Sir :
The conble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir, yh,
Is a semi-commercial organisation and under the direction of the Government of India,
we are framing new rules.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Arc there no other commercial org
tion or department under this Government, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: None

anisa-

now,
= 'Sir:

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: | I think the Forest Departmeng ;
semi-commercial department, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No

semi-commercial in the sense

2 of this one.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :® Question No.80(k) Sir. In  the lasg sen,
tence of the answe ; v

C rwe find, Sir, “Others have been mn(’,lc by the Controller and his
Assistants.”  May we know, Sir, who are these Assistants ?

. The Honble Maulav; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : There are tyo
ASSISta.ntS: Sir.  Onein the Technical Branch Mr. Susil Kumar Mukherjee ang the
other in the administrative side Mr. Haidar Hussain.

M. BAIDYANA'I"H MO()KERJEEI It has been stated in the reply “Some of
the appointments jpe]

ment. uded in the nominal list, have been c)llf;cussed.u‘ruh Govern-
2 1 this connection may I enquire from the Hon’ble Prime Minister whether
he was consylteqg w} i ! inted
vhen Mr, §. K. Mookerjee was appointed.

The Hon’hje Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes, Sir,

IMT- B[}IDYA-“NATH MOOKERJEE: May I know whether, when Mr. T. C.
Barlow was dppointed the H‘-’n’ble Prime Minister was consulted or not?

S a

» it is not

T 2 * 1 . . A\

The I‘EOD !310. Maulayi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No, at that
timeg_the Provincial Mr)_mr T“‘“Sbnrt Organisation had to be  built up immediately
and T was not consulted in (he appgimmmis of his oflice establishment. Mr, Adam-
soti, ihe Controller was given 4 free hand, but, for the executive posts, that is, for the
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posts of Group Assistants, Area Managers, Section ;\ssisl;uus and the Trainees, .I was
consulted and the selection was made by the Sub-Committee and the candidates
interviewed by the Controller.

Mr. BAIDYANA I MOOKERJEE: When fr. J. G. Wall was appointed
was the Hon’ble Prime Minister consulted, Sir ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULULA: No, Sir, this

. 5. = . . ~ . ~ 5 . e - v -
appointment is included in his office establishment and Government was not consulted
at the time of making the appointments in his office.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Then, Sir, what can we unc}crsmnd from
the printed reply.  “The Hon'ble Minister in charge is consulted and  Goveryiment is
also consulted at the time of apnointment.” So far as these high salaried “Posts are
concerned, I find the Hon'ble Prime Minister or the Mintster in charge was not
consulted. So I cannot reconcile the answer, Sir.

The Hon’ble Maulavi  Saiyid Sir MUHBAMMAD S.-\.-\DUI;L.‘\_: As .I have
already stated, Sir, the exccutive appointments are made in  consultation wa‘th. Gn\:-
ernment but in so far as the appointments to his oflite is concerned, the Minister is
not consulted. This is so in case of the oflices of the Heads of Departments here. In

regard to the appoinumn ntsin the office cstablishment of*a Head of the Department
the Minister is not consulted.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Are we to un-
derstand Sir, that as a result of the cosultation with the Hon'ble Prime Minister the

Muslims have been eliminated from the posts of Group Assistants and Section
Assistants?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Itis unfor-
tunate, Sir, that in the list which was made of 50 candidates by the Sub-Committee
presided over by me-—the list contained the proportional number of different com-
munities—most of these candidates failed to pass the e<amination when certain ques-
tions of costing was put to them and those candidates had to be eliminated.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, when Mr. Andrewartha, an
Australian, was appointed on the 20th September 1943 now drawing a salary of Rs.900,
was the Hon’ble Prime Minister consulted ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Instead of proceeding that
Member may ask what are the a
Prime Minister ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : The answer will be that he is not in a
.Position to say that, Sir.

Mr. RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Are we to take that
Rules of the Government do not apply to this Department ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi  Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD _SAADULLA: Yes, Sir,
normally the Fundamental Rules are not applicable to this Organisation. We are

preparing rules of service and appointments for this Organisation and also financial
rules.

way the hon.
ppointments made in consultation with the Hon’ble

the Fundamental

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Up till now, this Organisation is not
controlled by any of the rules of Government, it secms.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes,
the normal rules.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May T know from the Hon’ble Prime -
Minister since when Mr. Adamson is drawing his salary.  We find the date of his
appointment here ; it is 11th November 1942 Dbut since when he is drawing his
salary since—that day or from any subsequent date ?

Sir,
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir  MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: ~The hon, {
Member is aware that the services of Mr. Adamson wits loaned to llus' .(:u\-'t'rn.ln(-nt
for 3 months. After the end of the 3 months, Mr. /\"-151”'5““ “"‘I*’ i‘l’l""“lﬁd
rovincial Motor Transport Controller by the Central Government because that

J ; (lentral Government. i henis .
Post\‘*ﬁsugs?tffdg:ﬁw[f{b MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, is Mr.

Adamson a Burma evacuee ? oy . I .
; ; avi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: All T know,
Che e e of 51:: flect of the Burma Oil Company. Whetlfer he js f

Sir, i as in charg . 2 d : '
an ;:vl:cﬁlca::t cl)lrf:x:;wth:-r he was working in India, because Burma Oil Company works

in India,also, T am not aware.

) e fe I 5t fac

=/ MMAD MAQBUL I-_IUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : I a fact,

Sir Sgsfiiv:l{\igg:;iﬂsation persons serving in Burma Oil Company are given all sorts
, - . . v') &

°fpi}vgh°g§§0;l,,)lc Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I do not
accent that general and sweeping remark but I had occasions to _hear .Sllt'h complaints
from ccrt‘aix%(‘luﬂﬂers- Mr. Adamson was asked to explain. He szuf] that he had
taken a few of his old assistants who had worked with him because he found them  not

“only reliable but also capable.
Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: Sir, is it not a fact that Mr. Adamson has
built up this Organisation from a scratch and when there was practically nothing
isting ?
i ti;‘lge Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD  SAADULLA: ) Yes he
had built it up from a scratch. Whether he had to rely on his former Assistants is
more than I cansay. Of course when he said that *he knew the work of any
particular officer, he must have an idea of this particular officer’s experience, know-
ledge and capabilities. 7
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. Further Supplementary Questions
may be put nextday. The Question houris over.
Discussion 7¢ food situation in the Province
Now the discnssion on the Motions about the food situation in the Province may
proceed.

1. Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY to move:
““That this Assembly do proceed to consider the food situation of the Province.”
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY

2, Maulavi NAZIRUDDIN AHMED to move :

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN

““That this Assembly is of opinjon that the extremely grave situation arising out of the acute short-
age of food-stuffs and the abnormal prices thereof in the Province be taken into consideration.

‘3‘. Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN to move: ;
of sevg}ha‘ this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do constitute a spectal Cfnfm?;“c“
e Govenr”lembcrs consisting of officials and non-officials, with non-official majority to be ';‘;’T‘”““‘r‘ by* '
Bin nment to draw up a definite programme to deal with the economic and food problems o the

che and to regulate the supply policy.” ;
of the ’;)'ESC{mcnts to Maulavi Muhammad Magbul Hussain Chaudhury’s Motion on the food situation

1. M:'l gjﬂfl%jybﬁ discussed on 23rd November 1943.

“Taki;lg the f CI;IA:TI‘I _MOOKEI{JEE to move : .

©ooc situation into consideration this Assembly is of opinion that in order to ecflectively

tackle the pres .
ent food sit i 5 g ok i Y (e
do take the following me;_fiitr‘:g“ and to improve the economic condition of the Province the Government

(1) To open registers in 5y 2ONgst others at once :— ‘
name of cach cultivzgxto:fs.'é‘)] t‘]’ﬂlages immediately throughout the Province with a view to record (a) the ;
when harvested, (d) numbey :{:‘ area o! his land under paddy cultivation, (c) total quantity of cmg
above 12 years of age separate] Members of dependents in the family of each cultivator below an
) (2) To prevent export frOth'h e

inter-district export of foodgraing fv, K‘Wmce before knowing the actuai surplus, if any, and t

(3) To pursue vigorous ami-hoal-t 0 the Proyince,

(4) 'Fo prevent profiteering by alll g drive,
(5) The Grow-More-Food CampaiI;;;fb‘]thle severest means. : 0
ot B€ properly handled by an expert and qualified oflicer.

6) To set up Regional Food Advis .
suPP(f}’ and price. 'Y Boards throughout the Province to regulate the production,

o allow




—
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Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are met
to-day further to discuss the problem of food and economic situation in the Province
which has cropped up directly out of the war situation. In this greatest war in history
we in this hitherto much neglected Province find ourselves in the front line and are
to await the onslaughts and brunt of the cenemy’s wrath in this part of India.

Sir, do not all these entitle us to consideration by the Government of India, His
Majesty’s Government or even of the United Nations, whom we have provided with
base of operations to iight the Nipponese menace in this war ?

I will presently explain what I would like them todo for us. The Military
authorities and their personnel should not insist on falling upon any article of food
and other necessaries of life, save what our Government and the people voluntarily
offer to them for gain, through suitable machinery to be set up for the purpose. It
will not do if their purchase of rice is only restricted or regulated. There are other
articles of food whose food value is well known to the House and which supply the
nutrition for the human system. There are the vegetables, milk, meat, eggs and
fish,

I am glad tofind that the Military authorities have established farms for the pro-
duction of vegetables and it may not be necessary to purchase vegetables for them in the
open market. As for milk and eggs it is well-known to the Members of this House that
by scientific process these two commodities can be packed and preserved and tl‘ausporfed
across the seas for use by the Military personnel.  The other day I was glad to hear
from Mr. Whittaker that steps in this direction have actually been taken by the
Military authorities and it will no longer be necessary for them to make purchases of
these commoditics from the open market. The slaughter of hundreds of thou-
sands of cows for meat purposes have gencrated heat amaong the civilian population
and have cvoked angry protests from them all over India. I would appeal to the
Military authorities to stop this without delay and I may tell them that if they
persist 1n this it will not only impoverish the 1)}301_)11: of India but will infuriate and
disgust them. 1 1101)0 our Government will join in this protest of the people and will
urge upon the authorities to import meat and fish from abroad.

If the British Government can transport meat from South America, Australia
and New Zcaland for the civilian population, there is no reason \}rl}y they should not be
able to import meat into this country to meet the needs of the Military personnel.  To
supplement their own supply of meat by tmports {rom abroad, the l\’.[lllt.al'}’ authori-
ties may set up farms to rear cows, sheep, pigs and poultry. In any case it is impera-

o ——

(7) To introduce ration cards throughout the Prm’inc!:. i 5

(8) To make adequate arrangements for 'supplies of all kinds of essential food-stuffs and other
necessaries of life,”

2. Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGO HAIN to move : )

“That after the word ‘Province’ at the end of the original Motion the following ]QL‘ added :

‘and that (hig Assembly is of opinion that the Government do take the following amongst othey
measures without delay : 1

(a) Introduction of rationing all over the Province including the rural areas; and ’

(b) Fixation of price of all essential food-stufls including milk, meat, eggs and fish.”’

3. Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEB to move: | )

““T'hat alter the word ‘Province’ at the end of the original Motion the following be added—

‘and that this Assembly is of opinion that the Goversment of Assam do refrain from making ap
purchases of ricz or paddy on their own account. ’ ; Ji Joe: Y
Amendment to Maulavi Abdur Rahman’s Motion regarding constitution of a Committee to draw
a programme to deal with the economic and food problem of the Province, to he discussed on 23u
November 1943, rd

L. Srijut SURENDRA NATH BURAGOHAT ~ to move:

““That for the original Motion the following be substituted : ¢

““That this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do  set up a Standip
of seven Members of the Assam Legislature, five to be elected from this House, one to he .
the Government from among the Members of tne Legislative Council and the Ministe
Supply to act as its Chairman, to advise the Government from time to time on pmbic
connected with civil supply of the Province.”’

2. Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY to move :

“After the word Government in the fourth line the following shall be added :

3 9 - ~ . .

and to be taken from all parties of the Province. ’ * :

g Committee
10minated by
r-in-charge of
ms and policy



956 DISCUSSION RE: FOOD SITUATION IN ‘THE PROVINCE [27TH Nov.

tive and high time that the Military authoritics stop laying their hands upon our
own meat supply—which is very inadequate indeed.  The mal-nutrition that has result-
ed from this scarcity of meat will ;make this generation and the next generation
pay very dearly indeed. )

Coming next to the part expected of the Central Government, I am constrained
to think that this Govermment has not yet received the consideration that it deserves
in the hands of the Central Government. I[s it because that we do not possess a
powerful Pressin this Province or is it because our Government lacks the initiative
and energy in this regard ? Bengal, our neighbour and the other [ront-line provinece
is getting an assistance of 11} crores of rupces in the fof'm of loan and of which
they have repaid only 50 lakhs. Even for the Grow More Food Campaign they have
received a grant of §ths of a crore. I will refuse to believe that any project of thig
Government can be turned down by the Central Government’s refusal to CKtcnd
financial assistance to us.

What do we ncec'l is not, therefore, freedom from want of money, but want of
comprehensive economic pianning on the part of the Government.  No one knows
how long this war is going to last or when these operations will go out of our sight
and hearing. It 'w111 interest the House to know how the Britishers were planningf to
meet the food situation before the war actually broke out.  Prices of essential food-
stuffs were controlled from 1932 in anticipation of this war which broke out in 1939
In this connection the ‘Housc will permit me to quote from a booklet written by er
John Russell, Director of one of the biggest Experimental Stations of the United King
dom. He writes— ¢ &

“Then came ominous rumblings of the war machine on the Continent. and
gradually it was realized that if war should come, Britain would be in a worse posi-
tion inregard to food production than she had been in 1914.  Steps wcr‘c'tgken
from 1932 onwards to prevent prices 6f certain things, especially wheat, potatoes
sugar, beet and milk, from continuing to fall, andto keep them at a level Pcn;u;in,
a minimum production of 15 per cent. of the requirement of wheat and about 25 )C%
cent. of the requirement of sugar. The Land Fertility Scheme of  September 151’37
encouraged the application of lime and basic slag to land that nedeed it ;
were made for helpi i ; 2 = it ; proposals

elping with drainage. These various steps  prevented : S
worse and allowed © Taalteny getdiE
s owed of rather better wages so that men could be kept on the land.”

. But here in this country the last two years of overhanging Jap m 5
ider: ws'te actio yei . 5 Jap menace have not
liEa s t0a n on any great plan and it is this absence of plan that has led to the
cog(‘i: I Yd bIgh Joss of human lives in Bengal for which those responsible wil] stand
i thc'mllge before the bar of world opinion. Coming to the food producing activities
g 18 rt})}Vmce I feel compelled to make rather an unpalatable criticism. 1 want to
oF ftff to ft‘ e‘.land settlement policy of this Government. 1 know that an important
; ction o this House is behind the Government in tl}is regard. T also know that
rrc:iIﬁF emu}ent persons elsewhere in India have recently tried to focus attention on the

; ions OI acres of culturable waste land in this Province. With all respects to these
];ertonsi m]r:lst tTH them that there has been a callous disregard of facts on their

. would only invite acts exami . i
SUhathy, y them to facts and to cxamine them carefully and with
quar't_I‘;l:ercflshone fact to which T want to invite the attention of the House, is that three

£ thi of these lands are comprised jn the Excluded and the Partially Excluded Areas
of this Province and which are f ket ] d the r ; A
of the rest of th Sivshian mafter beyond fae XeaCh Of this olog 7
hestitl8 o Potetsid € qfuarter, the Government have accepted the policy of throwing Open

Th ers from Assam in the Districts of Nowgong, Kamrup and Darrang

¢ relevant figures are interesting | i find 12 lakh
r £ eresting indeed. Coming to Nowgong we 1 akhg
of acres of culturable waste land, 2 good bit of which is included in the Pariall
Excl.uded Area of the Mikir Hills. If you pit this with Cachar you will find the compayj_
son is favourable and almost parallel. 1, (achar, in which is included the Excludeq
Arca'of the North Cachar Hills, there are 11 Jakh acres. In Kamrup and Darray,
Districts together therg are 9 lakh acres which compare favourably with Sylhet With g
sakh acres. Can any one of my hon. Friends from the Surma Valley justify t'»15 Invasj
; VA y o
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into the Assam Valley Districts of outsiders from Bengal on the face of these facts
without themsclves consentine  to let them  into their own Districts ? My  hon.
Friends of that Valley were  cven  asking  the  Ministry to resign when
in last May this Government had to submit to the food grains going into
Bengal under the free trade policy of the Central Government. Should we not
expeet  this consideration from them to stand with us in our resistance to this invasion
by mass immigration from Bengal into the hearths and homes of a more backward
section of the population of this Province, namely the plains tribal classes ?  In this
respect my association is one of the first in the Valley to raise its voice of protest against
this ¢ncroachment of settlement of outsiders, on two grounds ; that any avmla:blc
land may not be adequate for the growing indigenous population, apd the growing
immigrant population who have made Assam their bome. I want to make it per-
fectly plain that 1 am not actuated by any bias against the great Muslim community,
whose sense of justice and fair-play based on the concept of Islam, I greatly admire.
Nor am I swayed away by any prejudice of valley consideration as it is always my
endeavour to remain above this. .

I will invite the House to another fact that alter all every year we are adding to our
population, more than a lakh of people and every year there are these hundred thousand
ore mouths to be fed.  Even at the top of that if this House insists that more men
arc to be imported into this Province the result will spell  disaster. Sir, the tribal
population of the plains Districts are going to be very badly affected. I have with me
a charming communication from the Editor, the Nayak, an organ of the Tribal
peoples and in this he has indulged in angry language and has gope to the length
of questioning the bonafides of this Government.

i Sir, it_is in their name, it is in the name of the wider interests of this Province and
its population that appeal 1o the Government to abandon this policy without delay.
The Hon’ble Prime Minister was jleased to  state in this House the other day in an
earlier stage of this debate that this move of the Government has met with only mixed
reccplion in the Province and 1 hope the Government will see their way to revise
their policy with a view to discourage further settlement of land with outsiders.
Coming to my own amendments, Sirv, by the one with regard to the food situation,
I have sought to draw the attention of the Government to two of the most vital and
clcmcn’tar‘y measures which have saved England, Germany and other war-ridden
countries from ruin, namely, all-out rationing and fixation of price.
L Sir, as }‘cg'ards rationing I may tell th?. I:Iousc about an Assamcs_c saying, “{hiCh says
you distribute whatever you have, itis bound to be sufficient.” Itis now an
exploded theory that rationing should be undertaken when there is sufficient supply.
It is now accepted that it should be undertaken to mitigate the rigour of hardship in
2\1;6;33;- of deficient supply. T hope the Government will be pleased in any case to
ihe H aloning to the sub-urban rural areas adjoining the Municipalities. I may tell
OUSC that such areas are now included within the A.R.P. areas of A.R.P. towns
and these areas are as thickly populated as the Municipal areas themselves.

ASfor Featte, uf price, I would request the Government to fix a bottom or floor
price of rice ang paddy in order to protect the growers.

Pa_SSing on to the Standing Committee which I have Pl‘O}?OS:Sd, it is my intention to
regularise the whole thing by giving this Legislature a volce in its constitution. I need
not tell  the I ause that we cannot share the discussion of policy with elements, -
cutside this Legislature which we find in the Economic Advisory Board as constituted,
I have suggested five from this House and one from the Upper House as we are one
hundred and cight and they are ouly twentystwo. So the Upper House is not unfairly
treated in my Dkl‘OpoSal. So far as this House is concerned, we may have the same hon.
Members now‘sitting in the Economic Advisory Committee.

I am olad the Hon’ble Prime Minister said that in this matter he would be guided
by the verdict of this House. I hope my hon. Friend Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan

will be pleased to accept my amendment.
With these words, Sir, I beg to resume my seat,
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s : -. Speaker, Sir, my .'unrnd:.m‘:nt 15 intended

Babu NIR]FNDRA il H- ]-I)'::;]iil:fn;\nlll ’1:!:;-'.;1]:!: ::11}' purchascs ”_i }"1(3‘17 "f" Il""!d}'_ ”“.

s cauest the (,uverr.m::n-t t”'IIL v‘i]] I am afraid, snunq rather unorthoc nl.\ n lll.-l.tl‘l\‘..

: ﬂ;}?"‘ 0‘;"” acc?:{r(l‘:;dsl\fli'ltjzl‘;ﬂ:)t&zlm \] wili presently show, Siry I have got good reasons foy

my hon. Friends A s T

| ;utti):ug fomward a proposal i appears that the whole weight of opinion is

B i of "Fl') "('I)‘utinn. I am afraid, Sir, as about this

B o oy A S b (fl":‘“tlor if not bigger, as the question of dis.

food problem supply is as ook D o .’been solved properly, there would have

tribution and if the supply question could have l)‘ 7 iyt £ A s R

been no problem at all for distribution, me:p‘rl}tlr-()]};-illl(- Miunister did not speak
was wondering, Sir, when I saw that the ]Ion‘ ) LI e IS B Tt

to enlighten this House asg to  what progress 141C .

! e -p | FOvVernmen W
on the question of producing more food or what new policy the G :
to adopt to produce more for the

a word
Province
as going
Province. We have not heard a word about the
- g a4 The Hon’ble Premjer was
success or failure of the Grow More Food C;mlp«“f{“lﬂ x]r sugar l]lll‘il'lll‘:{m:‘[' 1d
pleased to refer to what huge quantities of pulses, atta, 10155 i EAT, i “f‘ an

i . nt has been able ‘ocure for this Province from outside. We had
salt his Government has Jeen able to procure for

such a list from the Hon’ble Premier during the last Budget Session also i connec-
tion with food debate.

The Hon’ble Premier has tried to take some credit for what he
has done ip this direction. I was wondering, Sir, it it S ”le{'rvd to the mind of
the Hon’ble Premjer that instey | of h;u-inL{h to procure from outside we ‘coul(! have
produced most of these articles within this Province to the great thl:g:ﬁt of cultivators
: “ed much of the troubles taken could have been avoided thc_:rci_)y. In
fact, Sir, €xcepting the salt, all other articles——dal, atta, sugar ;m(! mMustard oil could
have been and can even no:/v be );"oélucc‘d in this Province and insteaq of b
Import we ought ¢ have been -l; 1thi‘; time, able to export some of thig stufl.,
mit, Slrz the Pl‘OVin(;c hasg g()t, V);_,’.L ‘)O‘;‘;ih’i’]iti(:s of cx})?lnSiOl] so far at ](,‘n'lSt as ;1gri-
culture is concerned apg if we C()ul[d }rulll'y utilise our resources th(:rr'- would have been
oo et for a1y rationin Or price control to-day. Sir, the ]’royfncial Government
dePcnding on the Gos‘. antities o riq" for 1'hc Mlhsa;yr;d Tl?(;: I‘II:J:H’IIIIT(%IS-U-Y' fl']sulli
the Assam I rislativ . \-Fm'ncr_]t f:f)r 18 rice requirements T n'ble Premier tolc

Sislative Oouncil jp June last that the JlUV”lCh_l Government has got
to purchase 315, for the By, R in this Province, for the Oil Indus-
try and also fo, the i mese establishment now 1!1]‘ h el 1 . 1e O
after air rajq " oAreas as the normal trade channels had sto

sat [ o v Tess J
Legislative Councz?,p}}?l.l 5 for the Tea Industry, Sir, the Hon’ble pre

mier told the
urchase 'Cmembey aright, that the Government was requested to
?or thf: K,Fiﬁt;?aun% of rj ihe gl‘eé;, Industry for every maung _purchased
maunds for thg' M-h-e Overnment of Assam has got to supply 14 lakhs_of
also the e ilitary presumably,  Sir, the Tea Industry requires
We had j; b e in addition to what they themselyes produce.
Industry hgaq Sor the Hon’py), Bremier ta - the Upper House (hat (he Tea
well organigeq "U(}:]C.d 30 lakhg of maunds of rice this year, 1 submit, Sir,
Increase its Produce qp Ighly Ciielent a8  the Tea Industry is, it can very casily
that wil] 80 a greaq < Tice b

aving to
I sub-

pped to work

car if it will only care to do so and

. o >0 per Cent. next year if it wi only ¢z :
.Iexpect,_Slr, the nsgItO clicve (he Government and the civil population as well.
n that directioy and T, fTemjep will exert all his influence with the Ten Industry

* Sure, Sip r. Whittaker can also carry his association with

¢ s . nittaker o . .
mier told thy [ erfhen o thl;/I supply for the Militaries, the Hor’ble 1_)1"0-
a.nd ha.d alSO rCQueSted thouse tha.[ }1(: hlzl_d eruch their CIUOL':'I_ to some Cxtent
side. May I in this coe Y authorities to import some of their foodstuils f_;r”":,_\?;:lt'
authorities to haye theip v PeCtion Hon’ble Premier (o move the y
1 : CIf requy; Tequest the Hon " is Province by
their own nlachlnery ol Su;f‘ements of rice and wheat produced in this il VCry
recently, Sir, the Services of s Sir. mine jsnotat @l 2 fantaSt}C P""_I; have beep,

t the disposal e of Directors ong.ncultul
placed a € disposa Of the eng our Deputy Dt pe

ed the Director of Military, Ve%etlzflll] Well, Sir, if the Mlhtsary

2. < 's 2 - . sSAa1N . 5 P -

e their own vegetable '€ production in Assa 4 reason, Sir,
can have S Produyceg in this Province, I don’t see any )

: n appoint._
Government and Mr. Handique has been ap




1943].  DISCUSSION RE: FOOD SITUATION IN THE PROVINCE 459

why they should not also be able to produce their own paddy or wheat hcrc.. In _f;lclt_.
Sir, I am sure they can produce more quickly 'nful ;llort:_cﬂlttlct1ll}' t‘h';m (;fo fc\lgni:iuci
tural Department believe as they do in action.  The Gover mlnv.r‘u](Ti A:».‘E.lm ll‘-‘s L(::;L
to lease out surplus lands to culiivators. One hnn._ Member has recently ma ¢ a

g N s ¢ that surplus lands in Assam should be settled with
suggestion in the Gentral Assemblv that surplus lan Nl
Bengal’s landless labourers for cultivation and has urged upon th§ .Cen.tm Govern-
ment to intervene in the matter. 1 submit, Sir, in these matters it is hlgh time that
we should move in a more thoughtful manner. These landless labourers from Bengal
or from anywhere clse are mostly destitute, without any resources and _wlthout. any
initiative and we can only expect very meagre result from 1hc_n' work.  Whereas if we
bring in a little more imagination, a little more drive and will in the matter, we can
utilise our surplus lands far morc usefully by scientific planning and u_p-to-dtuc lll.C.th(-)db
of cultivation. I submit, Sir, this very important matter of L‘xu‘nglmg our cul‘mat}on
should not be dealt with in the old chaotic manner as th'c_ present (;p\rcrmnunt Is going.
to do. Coming dircct to my proposal, I submit, Sir, if we could induce t}lcjl\illftal'y
authorities to have their own requirements of rice and wheat produced in this Province,
they will employ the latest scientific methods in _1hc task ;u}d we can very cc:nﬁdently
txpect the maximum of result.  We have seen pictures of big nuu‘llu_lcr!c.s being flown
over the air and 1 am sure, Sir, the Military autlumtlcs_ can c:}snly umport motor
tractors and harvesting machines. sced and manure by Air Service from Englangl
or America immediately: So I submit, Sir, it would be a great service done to this
Province if we could have induced the Military to take up this_ work. From the point
of view of post war reconstruction ;11.\'0,_ Sil‘,‘ we don’t think ll’ would be advisable to
parcel out all our surplus lands in this S'llp-‘:'llu(l manner. We must put a stop to
any further fragmentation of our lands. We expect co!l.uv:tl\-c I‘arn}s to develop in our
country also after the war and from the point of view, Sir, I .f.cvl It extremely urgent
to press upon the Government my proposal to induce the I\'ll]llfll.'}’ authorities to give
a start to our future collective farms here and now. _Slr, the .A\'Illxtn‘ry authorities can-
not remain indifferent to the food problem of the Cl\’ll‘pO])ul;ltlt)ll ol tl!e country, In
fact, Sir, the Military had 1o come to the rescue of Bcn.gnl by lending the services
of a host of theiy officers and also by releasing some of their vodstufT for the famine-
striken people of Bengal ; and is not prevention always bcu.cr _lh:m cure ? If they have
got to come to the relicf of the people at the last stages, 1s 1t not far better that they
should tkink over the matter at the very initial stages 7 And as T ha\_rc already said,
Sir, if the Military can have their own vegetables produced on their own account,
there™is absolutely no reason, Sir, why they should not also be able to produce theijr
own rice or wheat as well. 5

Sir, T had no mind to take up old memories, but I feel I must say a WO.rd_or twe
in defence of the attitude we took in the past on this question  withip this
Touse g4 well as outside. T am sorrv, Mr. \«\’Flu_tmkcr Iﬁtflgam _{@sent to-dfiyz Mr.

littaker was pieased to wuse the term ‘]:m‘k’ in deSC'Il HLE }‘f‘”mt_ we did in thig

OUse in the Jast Budget Session.  Sir, I don’t grudge him t.lns vanity if he thinks
that fop being a British Lion, it is only his own exclll,SlWi P“}Vl €ge to roar and th,
all else must bark. Sir, the Government of ASSHI’IIT ‘th(;)ug it “?t t'he Provinge would
lave a huge surplus—we deubted the same in the absence of exact

5 di Statistics, BrE
: et Al yive cr
Hon’ble Premier and Mr. V\Flnttak_u } thml.\ we musft “’?’cluc . lst to the GOVernment
for it has been found to be correct in its estimation of su PSS sar

e n. Friend
Mr. B. N Mookerjee thinks cven now that the surplus theory is a myth,
for argument’s sake that there kas been a real ﬁurlﬂ}‘;'% I may say this, r, that if we
doubted we doubted to help the Government and )t e pf:ople of this Prgy;
can quite legitimately claim, Sir, that when lhff: Provincial

i = P = c 1 5

up their case to the Central GO\’cmmen% rforrl I‘the tr"tc.ic bemg Stopped, thejr hands
must have been very much strengthened by wha Opinion some of the hon! adfemie
bers in this House and the people outside CXI';I essed I‘m this question of surplus. And,
Sir, I can boldly make this assertion that had not this free
L ]

trade been stopped then
the condition of Surma Valley at least would have heen far far worse than the worst that

overny
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has fallen on any part of Bengal. And from that point of view, Sir, I claim the Go-
vernment of Assam had much reasons to be thankful to all those who barked at that
time. . - -

Sir, we had it from the Hon’ble Prime Minister that during the (_lu.ys‘()f free trade
at least 30 lakhs of maunds of rice must have gone outside 'th(,‘. Province. Sir, it
appears the Province was able to go on in spite of this ln‘lg(: drain in :1ddmun.u, what
the Government had alrcady supplied to the Bengal Government as per their agree-
ment. Sir,.it is admitted on all hands that we have got a bumper crop all over the
Province this year and with the ban on export continuing we can very easily imagine
that as for the coming year this Province will have more than sufficient for itself. If
that is so, Sir, I don’t sce absolutely any reason for the Government to enter into the
i and create any unnccessary disturbance there. If the Government will
only look after the transport f“ffll}“‘f-‘:, the normal trade channels can very well supply
the town areas and others requiring (o purchase. I submit, Sir, the price of rice would
not have risen so high had not the Government in a panicky mood tried to stock as
much as they could. If the Tea Industry and the Military will take care of themselves
normal conditions will very surely soon revive. Iff we have really got a surplus and
if the export ban is there, where is the casc for any stocking on the part of the Provin-
cial Government ? )

Sir, Mr. Whittaker was very much concerned that the.cultivator should get his
proper prlcc—nohody.dlsagrccs- with that—though this over-anxiety on the part of Mr,
V_\’hlttakcr for the cultivators of this Province appears rather to be very much intercs-
s €ip s, Lhe poor producer—he must be wondering, Sir, where were all this
syr.npathy and patronage hiding when for years together he had to struggle against low
price, ff?nt FOl}eCt_UT, money lender and a host of others who were driving him to the
:ﬁ;%ct}?e let?véts;r’ ‘thc .G0vcrn|:ncm shall be quite justified and in fact it must see
vernment has a]s?o ggttstgls(():pefhpnpc for his produce, but at the samc time the Go-
scanty income and the lan(c:llc-atl}}]m consumers, mostly of the lower middle classes with
get their morsel of food at 2 ss labourers living on the mercy of their employers do
shall have no justification t( price which they can afford to pay. The Government

© pamper onc class of society at the cost of—nay at the

ruination of other classes. Sir. it ; -
= 4 5. 3! 1118 i3 " L el tali
U5 and Baninc hons s 1s admitted on all hands that the mortality figurcs

W oo e t’;‘lémaﬁs would not have risen so high had the people got
nourishment because of {] who will deny that most of these people were denied proper
NS he o Ll o prohibitive price of rice and other articles ? -
e a;d 5 o tocgr;g?lltcnt t_.'unkshlt must have some stock in its hands to stabillsr;)the
against the hoard Y . rders have
done a TR L ers. I do realis - at the hoa
dealt w!l?}tl ?,irr?m(:hlefll g thﬁ past and as a pest of sociefY’ tS}ﬁ:’ }:ctl::dcr have go{) + bcf-‘
! severely . ut my m ] A 2 Members o
this House j : Yo Pult my most humble submiss e hon: :
for all tlﬂierilr;s?;:'s 1? ennection is that the shop-keeper is not l?l?e goﬂlt}]’ hoarder responsﬂ?le
I will lay unﬁésiiertherc are others too and we must deal equally with ther. Sir,
atingly the whole blame for this hoarding business primanl}’ Lponh,

the Governm itself
ent atself.  When they decide to get some stock, their agents gEra

offering any price wi
B without it : :
A panic is created in the any relation whatsoever to the attending circumstances.

he will get more. The T::llaITkCt ; the producer thinks if he can hold on for some time
cost ; the private consume, ndustry gets nervous and sends its agents 1O buy at anIY
the foodgrains and wnles. }I;E‘WIth some means thinks Government is takingaway 2 i
die of starvation ; and ‘nobogan have some stock for the future his whole fan:mly 1iwl

he cannot rely upon the Gove\" can blame the private consumer, Sir, if he thmkslt ]a}
food to the civil population ig I;Hment constituted as it isat present, so far as supp-y 01 ¢
as far as it lies within his ﬁnazngerned, and on that assumption he tries to_help héé?is?n
the market—the rice that wag (531211]1 means.  And thus, Sir, a great stir 18 crg; el
the afternoon. And in the midstené‘ng. at Rs.12 in the morning goes up tf)e c;r and
other adventurers in the rice markeg tt}}ll{s panic and consternation the shoPélxgléJY heie
e th el oo i s U i S 1 il
buying on the part of the Government {1, g¥§es st;;f P nt’his :oaring of prices 50 high
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and induces the shop-keeper and others to hoard. 1t is the Government that gives
the start to the vicious circle.

So, Sir, my humble submission to the Government is—withdraw from the rice
market, there is absolutely no reason for you to go and create unnecessary disturbance
there. Let the rule of demand and supply have its play ; nobody will lose anything
by that. A

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, although I have
been given this privilege of speaking before Mr. Goldsmith 1 am very fully conscious
that I shall not be able to make any more useful contribution to the debate on this
question. My hon. Friends on the right, particularly Mr. Mookerjee, h;‘l.ve said
almost everything that could be said on the subject. I am proud, Sir, that
Mr. Mookerjee’s speech can be treated as a learned treatise on the  subject. Knowing
all my limitations, I feel that 1 shall not be true to myself—or rather T may be
considered a great fool ~if I did not take this opportunity of giving vent to the pent
up feelings of the last eight months at what has happened on account of the policy
followed by Government.

Sir, an important announcement has been made by the Hon’ble Prime Minister,
an announcement which I do not think has been made by the Prime Minister
of any other province, and that is this : "he has said it quite clearly that in this
matter he will be guided by the vote of the House. I thought. Sir, that there was
a great deal of interference on the food policy pursued by the Provincial Govern-
ments by the Government of India, and that as a matter of fact the latter exercised
dictatorial authority which at times compelled the province to make mistakes. The
House as well as the country  will feel assured by the assurance which has been
given by the Hon’ble Prime Minister that he will be entirely guided by the vote
of the House. Therefore the responsibility, which was the responsibility of the
Government before. is now the responsibility of this House.

But, Sir, [ wish to make a few observations, because this is
we can make this safely. Outside it is very diflicult to carry on any agitation
against the food policy on account of the very brittle provisions of various Ordinances.
The provisions of the Ordinance are so brittle that a slight breath can break them.

‘This Food Department has been converted into a sort of preserve for some
officers and people. We have heard a great deal of invitation for co-operation ;
but we cannot take such invitation at their face value. When we remember that
communist workers who have without any honorarium or allowance devoted them-
selves to the cause of supplying food to those who are in need of it, have been
arrested without rhyme or' reason, we cannot believe that Government is reall
sincere in their invitation for co-operation. The instance of the arrest of Srijut Bisty

am Bora, a worker of Dibrugarh arouses some suspicion. ‘The instances of the
arrest of {our gentlemen who had gone to Patharkandi for the purpose, are clear
Stances of the malafides on the part of Government officers.  Solong as this continues
1t is very difficult for the Government to expe t rcal and sincere co-operation, We
shall foliow the lip-sympathy of the Government in this matter. They will

the place where

o . say that
they want cc -operation and we shall say that we are giving Co-operation. Ag a matter
of fact, there will be no clear co-operation, hearty co-operation so long as Government

does not change its policy of repression. 2

Sir, a system of rationing has been introduced in some places. I do not mind
so far as imported articles are concerned, 50 far as sugar, atta, floyr and other
things are concerned, becausc we may possibly leave them out; but when the control
system of rice was introduced, no classification was made for fine rice and coarse
rice. So, I submit, a most serious blunder was commltted. by the Government—rice
just now supplied by the Government on the controlled price is unfit for human
consumption. Of course, I know Sir, there are persons in this House who are
more sympathetic, who are more after pr otcction of the dumb animals than the human
beings, who are morc for the relief to the begging people than the starving people
inside their houses, but still Sir, it must be admitted that rice which is being now
sold by the Government at their controlled price is rice which is really mnot fit for
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x - w. g - - - -. : .I] _\.
human consumption. DBut we are suplmscd to give ‘Lh.u rice ‘ltll the ' '.1i|'ln}; l !J t_tlu “1‘ :
to our children to cat and to usc thatrice Ihn' hospita Ip.ltu“n”sl., l S :0 B ,l

‘ 1 some able persons who w ry re
. : r i sir, there are some able  persons ! ‘ ) g
Shccr CI uc}.t :) I ()I tu'](tt(‘ly’ ‘Sll E b 3 - |r - . - Ty - - Fgn TR} - .
bett ualii' of rice stealthily and therefore sick persons are .§t.|!l alive 3 .thf re l(.m,
piticer 4 t dving for want of food. This rationing policy of _(_Jt)\_mnn‘n'm
Chllc}lr‘m e nr(I)mmZd %)v Mr. Mookerjee—>5 seers of sugar for a whole I';mu]Y of 30
e JICCle C(::Z:r:'q of atta and 2 seers of flour for the whole family no matter whatever may
e T lhz;s encouraged or rather has tended to create some dishonest persons—
o }tlhc nigmf:.cr, se in the eve of-law and useful so far as the satety of human life
> st of cour > cye of ]z : s _ as th
;isli:o?::er::rncd Sir, the policy of the Government is that I steal, we steal, thou steal,
SASIE,

ou steal, he steals or she steals and they steal. It sounds like a conjugation of
v ]

the verb ‘steal’ but it represents exactly the policy of (;'mu:rnn;:.-pt. : il{ow\’irnn E_his be
medied? Of course suggestions have b(:.crn made by my hon. Friend Mr. | unkm:jm-_ and
!]')C ther speakers on the subject. Sir, if the Government c‘lmrs not want to multiply the
n?n?lbcf cfpsuch individuals, it thc.(}‘ovcr!uncnt does not want to convert !u‘m(-a[ people
into dishonest people, they should immediately Il.lélkl: a _(:Inssnﬁcntmn of different grades
of rice, so that people who are used to finer quality of rice may be able to purchase
them not in darkness or stealthily. That is the policy which thev must immediately
follow. And as regards distribution of sugar and other articles, a more rational system
of rationing ought to be introduced. I am speaking particularly about Shillong where
the system of 5 seers for the whole family has been introduced for the whole month.
1 asked one officer who is connected with the Supply Department “How are
you managing with this rice because no middle class family can really eat that rice” ?
He said “I have a stock”. Then I asked; You havea stock ; how long will it lagt” ?
He replied ; “We do not take rice so much ; we take bread, rooti and chapati>, | said
it is still more difficult. How can you manage with chapati ? “But there it is, Sir.”
Those who are clever, those who can take the risk are getting their food.
who are afraid of the Law Courts, must necessarily pay more or go without food.
Sir, this difficulty has also arisen on account of want of allocation of food
between Military requirements and civjl requirements. A point which
touched by my Friend Mr, Blennerhassett a
there oughtto be a strict

Those

A has been
nd also by my I'riend Mr. Whittaker is that
re oug rationing system in the Military Department,  Their
rationing 1s more easy and jif they get what they actually require then g large
?ﬁ;r?tlt%r?i{loéogtgelil }:;emri(:l:ased for the civil population. There is no doubt about
than they actually want.  As a result we sec a large quantity of rice, flour and atta
are thrown into the river on the ground that they have become unfit for consumption,
They throw.out what would have lasted us for months. That must be checked.
My hon. Friend Mr Blennerhassett pointed out in course of a question  as regards
milk as to why Military should get so much milk. They have got condensed milk
powdered milk, etc. Thercfore Government should lay down that so much of every-

thl.Il).g should be reserved for the civil people and the rest can be Biven, 1o
thitary pecple, because hotl, civil

the civil people die entjy 1 ’ Hitan . h el :
country ? The Britishcy then for whom these * Military people are defending  this

; 180, the American and the other soldiers coming from the
3&i§;§gtogztl§if£i:dmffo this  Province cannot colonise the whole  country after
civil population should noy 1o.¢ RO'ders of this Province. Thercfore, Sir, T say that the
ought to be followed bnot be allowed 1 die of starvation, So a rational policy
el S g toé overnment particularly with regard to rice. Why S,h.omd
Department ?  We kno\:;e quantity of rice that will be required by the Military
people from the Assam v 1 what a vagy quantity ofrice is taken by the Military

the

alle Di s % y about -
20 crores of rupees are going tg bismCtS' e House probably kuows dugd i

: . in this
- : € spent shortly on the Railway projects in
Province. That means, Sir, ha a huge numberyof labourers are co?nirjlkf (U

from outside. All these laboureys inclhding the large number of soldiers that we
have got here, have to be fed from the produce of this Province. Sir, there is 1o

limit to their requirements and consequently a large reserve is always kept for them

hat T want to say is that the Military get more things |

and Military people are cqually important, If

R
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which are sometimes wasted.  So Sir, what T say is that the Government .of Assam
should definitely lay down a condition that they are prepared to give so much
quantity of rice to the Military people and not an unlimited quantity as now.
But Sir, we find that they are not making any arrangement like this. We know, Sir,
that a large quantity of rice was lying by the side of the road from Gauhati to
Dibrugarh for t.e use of the varicus evacuee camps and labourers’ camps ; during
the l'.lill}‘ scason all these rice were Sl)ui](‘(l and [hl‘_\' were distributed in  the Dibru-
garh town, when there was a shortage of rice. That rice, Sir, was ahsolutcly.unﬁt
for human consumption because they were spoiled on account of long storage. So
Sir, it is clear that so much rice was not necessary for the use 'of the Military
Department.  We know, Sir, that when the present  Viceroy assumed office, he
released a large quantity of foodstuffs from the Military reserves for the use of the
people of Bengal.  This.-shows that there s always an excess of foodstuffs at the
disposal of the Military Department.  Instead of storing such a large quantity at
a time, it will be better if it is rationed in a proper way.,

Then Sir, imother point on which 1 ought to lay stress is the observations made
by Mr. Mookerjee and Mr. Surendra Nath Buragohain with regard to land settlement
policy of Government.  In this connection I like to say that this policy is a wrong one
and it will do no good to those for whom it is intended. This land-settlement
policy is intended for making more food available but we all know, Sir, that the
immigrants who come with large families are themselves put to distress. In
fact it will be impossible for them to grow more articles of food for others ; they
will not be able to grow sufficient food necessary to meet their own demands. They
will not be able to grow lood which they themselves require. Besides this, Sir, the
immigrants who come from Bengal always select a low-lying place and the result is
that during the flood it becomes necessary for Government  as well as other chari-
table Institutions to feed them and protect them. . Thercfore, Sir, it will not help us
at all if we follow the present policy. On the other hand if Government revise their

“Land-Colonisation system and advance money to people in the congested area and
induce them to come to the reserves which will be thrown open to them, then in that
casc they may apparently improve the situation. That will not increase the num-
ber of people to be fed but at the same time it will increase the output of the Pro-
vince. So instead of following the present policy of bringing the people from out-
side the Province, Government ought to lollow the policy just stated by me. Be-
cause as I have alrcady said the immigrants will not be able to help us in the mat-
ter—rather we shall have to help them ; in fact we will have to feed them for some
years by which time the situation will naturally be worse. So, Sir, if I am
permitted to offer any advice to Government, it is that they should interfere as little
=as possible with the natural laws of the country and that when they
come to a dicision on a particular point and when they decide to take
a particular line of action after careful consideration, they should issue orders
promptly and they should see always that those orders are properly carried
out. Sir, I have always noticed that it takes a long time for Government to com-
municate their particular order to the officers concernred and the officers also take
a long time in carrying out that order. Sometimes it so happens that before an
order reaches the officers who are to execute it, a fresh order is passed by Govern-
ment and the resultis that the whole thing bccorr_xcs topsy turvy. Government ought
to adopt certain line of action after a careful consideration so that it may be as cor-
rect as puossible. They should also sece that these orc.lers are carried out in the
very spirit in which they are meant, e_lsc Government. will beqome unnecessarily un-
popular on account of the heinous action done by their subordinates. If they in this

way pursue a considered course of action, I am sure, 1t will be beneficial to the peo-
ple of the Province. Now, Sir, the Government of_ Assam has got the entire respon-
sibility of the food situation, and the Hon’ble Prerr_ner has stated onp this floor of the
House that they are going to be guided Dby the wishes of the House. As such we
now become responsible for giving correct and proper advice to Government and to
help them in carrying out their orders. As a matter of fact, the entire responsibility—
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the entire burden of the whole situation is now being thrown on t}_u- representatives
of the people by the Hon’ble Prime Minister. Sir, one thing to which the attention.
of the Hon’ble Prime Minister has been drawn more than once is T"‘l“"‘l'_"g the e ans
ing of rice. Government fixed the pricc of rice for the public, but Gov-
ernment themselves purchased it at a much higher rate than the controlled price.
So, Sir, itis clear that they themselves broke their own law, because though the
Government price of rice was at Rs.26 per maund, their own agents were purchas-
ing rice at Rs.28 to Rs.31 per maund up to 15th of October. Sir, 1 say. when
the Jovernment themselves purchased rice at a higher price, how can the price be
lower ? There can be no explanation for this, Sir. 1 may tell the House that some
of the local people at Gauhati approached the Deputy Commissioner about this
and the Deputy Commissioner telephoned to the Secretary of the Supply Depart-
ment and he said quite bluntly that thjs rule did not apply to the Government
agents. Can that position be Jjustified, Sir ?

When Government themselyes purchase at a higher ‘price, how can they expect

the other people to purchase at 4 lower price ?  So, Sir, I submit that such action
cannot improve the situation.

Adjournment
The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.

After lunch.
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I support the Motion of Mr,
Mookerjee and I endorse a]] the words he has spoken in support ol his Motion.

I have heard the Hon’ble Leader of the House, Leader of the Vuropean Group
hon Members from the Muslim League Party and the other hon. Mem-
bers on this side of the House with great interest. They expressed some  very good
sentiments. They have made suggestions and criticisms, some of which are really in
the interest of the people of the vainc'g I accept some of their suggestions, but not
a.ll. But it is not merely the Cxprcssio;l of sentiments or enunciation and explana-
tion of policy which wil lead to its solution. A useful and workable planis re-
quired to be formulated. T gha ke n att.crr.lpt to clarify some of the issues which
are before us or which will be found relevant for tackling the food question,

. If we scrutinise the s eech of ) remier and the explantion he has
given to the House, wlc): cannot tggcﬁloen fgcl)?lﬁdinft of the future. The Hon’ble
Premier is complacent. He expressed satisfaction for the past policy of Govern-
ment and presented before the House thé bright prospect of future. But asking
certain questions to the Premier T shal prove that nothing has vet been done to

end the food deadlock and nothing can be done until the plan formulated by us
1s taken up by the Government.

Could the Government save the people of Baniyachong from death_and star.

vation ? : . _ ice 7 Could tl
o e inglg};lacll tgle Government give people rice at controlled price ol ey

s . 2 f Bengal
hoarders and ﬁlledpply to Bengal which ultimately strengthened the hands of Benga

; ; ischarge their du-
ties towards stary; *he ‘pockets of local hoarders ? Could they discharge their du

: 2 i ice to our maxi-
mum capacity ? (n}gojlrclldthdymg population of Bengal by supplying rice

i ernment rank ?  Could
g 1o ey o fgbCheCk 19 s Ty tam?lrtlggcii 810‘;02'6‘8' question) which is
oing to endange : ourers from mass starv :
o R of the whole Province. No, they could not.

As regards the futy . . ble Permier,
I apprehend that WOfl(lidp&hcy of Government as described by the Hoan find no

a the P . t a WOI‘SCﬂcd condition. w}
e s from the : Government th l-to \ﬁnce : in the food front, the persf()iﬂgf th10
are mainly responsible fop at the enemy in Bengal an ¢
i . ¢ deathg £1 of our brethren in Beng feated i
miseries of our people in Assy . o= 2dCs be caught and de n
2 4 ™ ie., the hoarders would be caught he Hon’bl
their game and people woulq j : 9 his explanation th¢ .
. Sir. that °¢ guaranteed food ? In his exp 5 per cent
Premier says, Sir, that if any , S} Sord drive is given at present 9 p i
of the population would be affecteq )

-



1943]. DISCUSSION RE: FOOD SITUATION IN THE PROVINCE 965

can definitely say that only 25 per cent. of the population of the Province grow
food grains above the need of their families. The hoarder is he who for the purpose
of profiteering stocks rice and withhold the rice from the market. Gf course there are
pcasant stockists too, and I can say from my experience, that they will release their
stocks voluntarily if a mass campaign is run by trusted leaders of the Province of
different organisations by imbuing patriotic feeling on them. I like to take you
to the memoirs of the past “*‘Swadesi’”’ days. Only the people’s patriotic sentiment if
roused to its proper peak would make all hoarding impossible.

The Hon'ble Premier has rather by-passed the question of the drive against
hoarders and the statement has gone to shicld the game of hoarders. The policy has
let loose the reptiles 1o bite the people to death with all their venoms. By

I like to point out the remedy suggested by the hon. Mr. Whittaker who in
course of his speech said that cunning hoarders could be defeated if only GO\’(‘}‘n-
ment could have suflicient stocks to release in the open market whenever occasion
demands and cause the hoarders a financial loss thus defeating them. The proposi-
tion sounds all right, but the question is how the Government is going to acquire the
stock ?  Unless the dirty game of the hoarders are baffled with the co-operation of
the people Government shall not be able to acquire stocks. Our past experience, the
experience of Government ang the personal experience of hon. Mr., Whittaker will
awfully justify that for acquiring the stocks how Government and the Indian Tea Asso-
ciation had ‘to compete with the hoarders in all the rice markets of Assam and how on
occasions they had to surrender to the hoarders’ clique-—from Dibrugarh to Dhubri—for
acquiring for what=ver stock they could procure. The hon. Mr. Whittaker’s own
agencies had to surrender to hoarders in the Assam Valley; the Government could
not secure suflicient stocks to introduce rationing in towns and industrial concerns in-
cluding Indian Tea Association, railway concerns and others to feed their own peo-
ple properly. You cannot beat hoarder with hoarders stick. You must have your
own stick, i.e., the stick of your co-operation with the people to beat the hoarders
otherwise all plan will fall through.  We may take a lesson out of the experience of Ben-
gal Government. Bengal had a bumper crop of Aus and according to some, 5 crores
of maunds of paddy were produced. Was the plan for buying Aus paddy successful ?
No, they could buy only 25 lacs of maunds of paddy and rest went out of their grip,
When the stock is limited, i.e, insuflicient to feed the people of the Province, the cle-
ver hoarders know the limitation how far Government can go and compete by re-
leasing stock. At some point or other Government must come to its tethers and
when hoarders in their turn will play their card and beat the Government.

Then again my hon. Friends from the other side, though they admitted the
existence of hoarders and alleged exports outside the Province by them and the
exploitation of the people inside the Province to the point of starvation have urged
upon Government to increase the number of checking stations. But our pPrevious
expericnce proves that only appointment of a few dozens of checkers cannot stop the
flow O_f rice. It only increases the number of bribe takers. Only the wall of people’s
organisation with proper authority can check on checkers themselves.

Some hon. Members think, Sir, Government shoul.d stop purchasing from
the open market. This is another ridiculous proposition to give scope to the hoarders.
If we take the whole of India into consideration the food grains really run short .
day. Itisan admitted fact. Hence for the cquitable distribution, control and ration-
ing Government must purchase foodstuffs to the requirements _of the people,

What is happening in Bengal, our sister Province, and what its Teépurcussions are
upon oursclves is too glaring to need any descriptio 1. What ta tak{ng Place there is
not just an ordinary famine, but a fundamental social cala_mlty without paralle] in
the history of our people. Villages are being depopulated, agriculture is cracking, rura]
cconomy is thrown into chaos, social morality is Steeply dcc}mmg due to hunger
and destitution. Mortality among women and Ch}l‘drcn 1s taking a terrific to]] leading
to the mass extinction of a whole generation. The whole  race jg rapidly being
ransformed into a huge mass of destitutes. Thousands of these destitutes are rush-
ing to Assam with epidemicg in their train for food and shelter and hundreds of
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them are dying uncared for on the streets ol our Province to our s.l:m(lnf': shinnc-l.; ‘ \r\’ll
all know that Bengal’s calamity is not hers alone. ~What is Iu_\ppmnnq“m‘ _(H._i.l.
today is only a prelude and pre-warning to wl_lfll is going tr.; happen .1r[1-mn1 row in the
rest of India, including, of coursc, Assam, if we cannot stem the tide.

Tt is in such a situation when the Iront is_in danger and the rv.‘u‘.ln:, in flames
that the hon. Members are meeting in this session of the Assembly. Therclore we
are expected to give a united, bold and far-sighted lead. Otherwise, the entire  Pro-
vince is doomed to disaster.

Let us now see how in this situation the Ministry of Assam have  discharged
the rvsponsibilitics and how the hon. Members have I)l;[y(-(l their role as represen-
tatives of the people.

Even when the food crisis in Bengal, Malabar and some other places of India
came to the forefront, both the Government and the people in :‘\w;u!. were sitting
complacent. It was thought that if guards be posted on e Peonticrs of Bengal
and Assam against export of rice and paddy from Assam, b w‘tm]:l be sanedl frok
scarcity. This complacency shattered into picces when the Central  Government

revoked bans on inter-provincial export. Then was there panic on all sides.  Prices of

rice and paddy began to mount like anything. It whs under such circumstances
that the Ministry took the right decision of convening a Food Conference at ke
on the 24th August 1943. But the Congress, the premicr political organisation of the
Piovince; wajby-passed. Congressmen v.;urc not invited to the Conference,

The Conference however accepted some sound principles, namely (1)
trol, /2) stock-control, (3) rationine and (4) p,.,;pl,:as co-operation in solving the
food crisis. But how far the Guvcr:;’mc:nl have worked up to the r(-umnuu-ml;ni(,;].\. ”!'-
the Conference to which they were % Thacty. 2 .

We must have a plan for the

price-con-

; 35 prescrvation and distribution of the  Amon o
Sali crop. The_ food crisis is already visible in some paris of Assam. What ;
Becessary for C1is PUrpose is to control the entire paddy and rice stocks of ths
Province, to con}:m_l their maximum or minimum prices for purchase and saie ok tg
introduce a rationing system on gy individual basis. In the absence of sy o

of these tBhrcc Ibasxclm-(._.a-;ug'es,in the next year the people will be  left to P
future as Bengal was left (o its fage the past ten months.

\ Controlling th;: price of rice o paddy must go hand in hand with the controlled
prices and SUé)PY Od manufactureg goods like sugar atta, flour, mustard oil, salt kcr;)
sene, coal and_i,tan ,ardb cloth, ese are :{nt al Ynd minterials, bur o "l‘l‘(‘-l'c’ncc t-
these commodities is aboyt as important and relevant in this debatc as rice. o

Rationing is by no meang el
rent bearing for towns and '
for the rural areas rice rationine.
enumerated, ther_e are uniVez?sa 1ls
Mr. Whtttaker raised a question of

important than control.  But rationing has diffe-
ntryside. For towns it must include rice, while
needless “there. As for the other commoditics, just
demand hoth in rural and urban areas. o
I can cite several examp]eg wh experts ofwhicl-_x we are f_“il"'l()l‘.l' W ke ) B
rationing very successfully tre people or their own initiative has introduced
rationing of different esscntial N Lumding, under the suidance of Food Gamtis)
people did not  get kerosen (.ClommOditics has been introduced and formerly man
mittee, alter meeting the d"'maxild at controlled price there. To-day the Food Com-
No expert was required, Only e - t’hc Tumding town could save 25 tins of kerosene.
ing the rationing a success, ople’s organised co-operation is the guarantee in mak-

As for the tea garden laboup  « ‘ i ‘
total populatzon' of the vaince’ : I, Wthh. accounts 10113‘11)_0ut 12 per cent. of PI‘,G
ked the attitude of the hon, 1y, ™ convinced that despite complacency which
AL osition In regard to r "+ Whittaker there is the urgent need for impro-
Vl'ﬂg the P 3 aLan]ng_ L.et me erilightc:n the House with some

thc cou
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facts in tea gardens which I got from various sources. ‘The facts s_imilar to whic}} I
was informed, have been communicated to the Government Indian Tea Associa-
tion and hon. Mr. Whittaker by the General Secretary, Sylhet-Cachar Cha Bagan
Mazdoor Union on the 11th August 1943. ¢ ! !

Tea garden owners to-day supply their labour pnpula.tmn \.\'1th ration. B‘_ut
without going into further details only a superficial observation will reveal l;(lw in-
suflicient the quantitv is.  Every adult tea garden labour ganerally takes 6 to 7 seers
of rice per week.  The authorities only supply to working heads only. Let me take
one garden for instance.  Derby is one of the big concerns in the district of Cachar.
About 1,000, with no less than 3,000 dependents, work in that g:l:‘(lpn. One male can
carn Rs.6 and female Rs.5 a month. A chart containing a list of supply to each in-
dividual is given below as the monthly account :—

Rice 14 seers at Rs. 1, Salt 2 seers at  as.3 Mustard oil 4 chhataks at as.2, Pulses
2 scers at as.6 and Kerosene oil 12 chhataks at as.d.

Total Rs. 4-15-0. :
Thus 2 members of a family of 5 get rice 28 seers, salt 4 seers, mustard oil 8 chhat-
aks, pulses 4 scers, kerosene oil 11 scers, total at Rs. 9-14-0 which they are to pay
out ol Rs.11, the total amount they earn. : s

The total requirement at least being 72 seers of rice for a family of 5, the family
can get only 30 scers, i.e., they get ration for 13 davs only. Ol course there is
variations from garden to garden which only lessens or increases the number of starv-
ing days by 2 or 3.

Now the hon. Members can imagine how the food position in tea gardens
may now stand. As a result, dropsy, dysentery, ete. have broken out in an cpidemic
scale in Bhubander, Palal and other vardens in the district of Cachar. I have been
informed that 4 persons have already died of starvation in Derby and one in Bhuban-
der. There may be similar cases in other gardens too.

This situation may lead towards an uncontrollable position. If 12 lakhs workers
in their desperation come out of the gardensin search of food, loot, anarchy and
discases etc., may break out threatening the very delence system. Soitis in the in-
terest of all that food situation in tea gardens must immediatly be tackled and ration
must be increased according to the requirement of the entire family. Otherwise
complacency as expressed by the hon. Leader of the European Group in saying
that there s no Baniachong in tea gardens will vanish in the thin air. I hope
the Government will intervene in the matter and the Planters too. I hope Government
will seriously consider this matter,

As regards the co-operation with the public, I see that posters have been posted
throghout Shilloig showiny that the Prime Minister of Assam is determined to solve
the food problem and he seeks the co-operation of ail. This is a very good spirit.
But what will be the form of this co-operation is the question of all questions,
Itis such a problem that it cannot be tackled unless we all put our heads toge-
ther. Itis not the Economic Advisory Board to whom power should be delegated
or improving the situation. The Board is neither a statutory body nor has it an
Popular sanction behind it.  The people of the Province will not be, I am afraid,
very eager to co-operate with the Board. So thel‘re must be people’s Food Commit-
tees to be organised and encouraged in Assam. The Hon’ble Premier has remind-
ed us that when there is an Economic Advisory Board, there is no need of a
separate Food Board. But this Economic Advisory Board isa creation of Sectioh 93
Administration, adopted unceremoniously by our popular Ministry. His Excellency
the Governor is its President and its Secrctary is the spokesman = of the European
vested interests in Assam. Though therc are some official members in it, the Board
is dominated by officials and representatives of vested interest. The Hon’ble
Premier has narrated its advantage of having the representation of army, transport
and other purchasing agencies in it. We do not grudge these representatives putt-
ing forward their view points before the Board. But these peo
interest in the destinies of our people must have

° MO say in formulating the food
policy of the Province. On the other hand, their

opinion is necessary for a correct

ple having no direct
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Y Government
lution of the problem. It is a standing shame on LhL] I,(}}—llio(f m;('_’:, )IJ(-) “Such &
fghl;ch enacts a law, but cannot enforce it for thi‘ i;‘il(:f“ (t)he rlncnI: ‘l]I!l'(T‘«'.ll of civil
Government forfeits the right to rule. I-Izl\ffl y:])-u l‘l(',lé:;rlltgrcs; leaders and workers into
disobedience was sufficient to put th(-)u.’?d‘!l . » +hic that the-civil discbedionce is
jail for indefinite period; but the irony 0[! Lllt'(’-n:;- which is now hitting the people—
now rampant in :1ll't‘hc mf]rkt_:f-é.;-_CIY‘l],dléso'tjcc “It does not befit a Government to lay the
and Government 1is powerless to check it. le. Had the people been morally so
burden of their weakness at the door of _lh(: PEEp l the present Government too
high as is desired by the Hon’ble Premier, the imm} ;) :([ lgcc’u.ls'. e
would have been otherwise. Yes, people are to be blam '-v ; lh;m‘ fiom. thecintihes
Government which cannot protect them, which cannot save the . _
o theTE:’:.OIijtgrﬁffs).lc the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member w!ll finish. ok {
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Yes, Sir, I am f:mshn}g soon.  Sir, m‘ al-
L N . g . have formed Food Committees on
most all important towns of the Province the pcnplh.hd‘ of representative character as
their own initiaylve. These Committees are certainly of rrllr);}:- 'i"lu'\; h" (]m i
they consist of members taken from all scctions _(;i the pu.l) 1_(..” i -Il\c_: a}m( y
done essential service to the people in Sylhet, Shillong, Di _"“51‘1".1’} (‘m iy il
ding and in many othpr places. They have been -"-U-OP‘”"‘“.”_-“_'. \;fl ) '(]);'c;'{'_“c;:t 13
popumf measures \‘Vhl-(‘.}:l rcally benefit people. I{cpr(:s'ctltt(ulvf.s}\“lUAn‘)_a t.‘iu.c ‘(m
Committees met at Shillong on the 21st November 1943 in the All- vssam Food Con-
ference and placed their valuable suggestions before the Assam Government. An
\

All-Assam Standing CommittcC with Rai Sahib D. C. Das as PfCSidCIlt has heen
constituted in that Conference.

includes persons from all geciq
net dissociate from sych

The public is (;xpccu:d to co-opcrate Wilh it as it
ns of the public and Govérnment .thcrc[(),-'c should
: a2 popular Committee. The A:_ss'a{n (xoyt‘lnm‘cnt IS reques-
ted to recognise all the Fooq Committees and to give facilities to form Food Commit-

tees in each district, subdivision police station and circle wherever they have not
yet been formed and me 3

mbe the people, and in all  of them all
sections of the public gh 15 should be elected by the p )

ould be represented. i

I urge upon Government to take up the following programmne which has already
been circulated through g Pamphlet by the Assam Organising Committcee Com-
munist Party of India.._. d |

‘ 1. The furture

Sy Crop ( Amon and Sali ) from the hands of the hoarders should
For this :—

(a) Purchase and sale of fo

forward purchases sho od grains by private traders should be banned. All

.‘ uld be declared .
" and (I?isgﬁ‘égf;ﬂrﬁr&teesshzﬁld buy in co-operation with the popular Food Committees
in all. Municipal aregg and. 4 stock to ensure adequate anddsuccc‘ssful

dustrial workers. S0 for Tea Gardens, Railway and other ess
i (¢) People’s Fooq o

| ties, Kisan Sabha Commirtr:mi‘ttecs clected in general meetings, Co-operative Socie-
perly elected vijla o

ze PanChaye ‘Dharmagolas’, organiscd and controlled by pro-

ts, sh ; ved to purchase, store up and sell
an Tea Astoeia ould be allowe p s P

illegal and nullified.

fficient rationing
ential in-

food grains. Ipg;

the tea garden laboure, ation alsp should be allowed to keep stock for feeding
keep permit tickets smii'r- all such stockists should be legally compelled to
detect illegal hoards an E‘::%:m(?um.s stocked by them so thatit may be casy to
(d) All competitive buy; nt illicit trading.
(e) Antl-hoarding driv. "8 should be

: ) riv stopped. _
operation with the PeODlmSe FSODUI be run pcpeasclessly by the Government in co-

the de-hoarded stocks, surplus ommittees, After meeting the local needs with ,-
authorised agencies accordip, 3y either be bhought by the Governmentor the
paigns, Food Committeeg shou]é b Cir need, For carrying out antlﬁl_mardmg GaTl-
o e auOWed to organise meetings rallies, Pprocessiong
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(/) Govrenment must run an anti-corruption drive in its own ranks and
specially in the Civil Supply Department.

2. Ensure supply of essential commodities, such as Standard cloth, kerosene,
sugar, salt, dal, o1l, etc., at a cheaper rate to the rural population and lower down
the price of rice in a corresponding manner.,

IFor this :— _ -

(a) Supply of’ essential commodities should be arranged in co-operation with
the Village Committees properly elected and composed of all sections.

(¢) Encourage formation of People’s Co-operatives on wider basis and ensure
supply to these. ]

(¢) The minimum selling price of rice for the peasants should at once be fixed
at Rs.10 to Rs.13 per maund and the selling price should at once be fixed at Rs.12
to Rs.15 in towns according to quality.

3. General rationing (including rice) should at once be introduced in all Munici-
pal areas and commercial centres. A rationing unit should consist of not less than
10 chhataks of all food grains including pulses, per head, per day and 15 chhataks
per day for manual labourers.

4. Transport arrangements should be made for quick distribution of stocks in
different areas including tea gardens through the co-operation of the Military
Authorities.

5. The fate of more than a milion of tea garden labourers should not be left

to the sole charge of the Planters.  Government must see that the tea garden labourers
get adequate ration to keep their

body and soul together with their familjes.
For this :— i
(a) Government should keep close watch over the ration system in the tea
gardens. ’

() The tea garden labourers with
other essential commodities
tea estate owners.

; their families must get the supply of rice and
including standard cloth at the pre-war rafes from the

(¢) The Government must ansure regular supply of rice and other essential

commodities to the Tea Estate owners for their labourers and also keep close watch
over the stock.

6. Arrange
tutes.

For this :(—

(a) Introduce immediate dole-system in adve
with the local Relief or Food Committees.

(b) Open cheaper grain shops for people with low income. Teachers of Primary
Schools and Government Aided and private institutions, students in hostels and
messes should also get their ration of rice through these shops. _

(¢) Government should open more relief kitchens and destitute homes for
Bengal destitutes and arrange for their repatriation in their own homes when fit
or settle them in cultivable fallow lands in Assam. g

(d) Immediate steps should be taken to fight epidemics in Baniachong and
adjacent areas by sending more doctors and more medicines immediatcly. Barley
sago, milk and sugar should be doled out to poor sufferers from the epidemics,

7. Send utmost help to Bengal.

For this :(—

(a) Stop all illegal supplies outside the Province in co-o0
Food Committees and arrange more Sll;lppl)é. t(!)' Bfe:agal up to

b) The Government and the Public Relief Committees shoy] i
raisc(nlore cash and kind for Bengal's help and send them 1 d patedly iy ko

: down Immediately there.
8. To carry out a successful food policy to save

Assam fro i i

. s m the impendin
catastrophy—all unity is urgently peedc_d. So, Government should immgdiatels
release all the Congress and Communist prisoners

. ; zt.n.d withdraw all bans from such
workers 5o that their full co-operation may be utilised in serving and saving the

peopic of Assam.

-

adequate relief measures for the local population and Bengal desti-

rsely affected areas in co-operation

peration with the people’s
OUr Maximum capacity.



970 DISCUSSION RE: FOOD SITUATION IN THE PROVINCE [27Tn Nov.

I shall now draw the attention of hon. .\’Icn']h‘vrs of th.v ]lt-.usv to the fateful
movement of the last Bew crops of the Subdivision ol Slllla“'l'.,’.’ll{.]. kwh'u:l: \lvuulrl help l.h‘v
hon. Members to decide how Amon crops are to be s:u‘cd._ Experience 1[-;}t'llc-s dis-
cretion. The United People’s Food Committees are css:f:nu;a]ly necessary.  These Food
Committees would have been more powerful I'l.'.l:] lil-(.‘ (.«)n:L;!'c'SS !f‘-:(i't'l'.‘i been  released
to join these Committees. In takling the food situation of the Province the popular
Congress leaders would have served these Committees h:ui' they !"."'“ released. [ know
them very well, their spirit of sacrifice for the people, their love for rh‘., people and the
country will drag them to the immediate vicinity of .t;u[\'.msﬂr the food [_nnlylc-l‘p. I ‘; sit
tight and do nothing is Crimin:nl_ and betrayal to the sullf:run_; pn;lm].':lmn of the Pro-
vince. Unless and until the nationalist leaders are out of prison bars to strengthen the
united effort of the patriots for solving the food deadlock. the deadlock will never be
ended, the hoarders can never l)::_ d(:t(':cl.('d and the 1)('.()[)[(‘ can never be saved. .\Q, 1
appeal to all the Members of this House to unite and demand l!ll: rc'lr';is‘:'.nt the
Congress leaders 1 bescech the members of the Congress w}”_J are outside the prison to
join with the Muslim League to demand the release of all patriots and T also beseech the
members of Muslim League party that if thevy want to bend the I)ll]"'.'-lll(‘l‘;lls they should
make vigorous attempt for the release of pnliﬂf:al prisoners. Simply vigorously attacking
in speeches will never serve the purpose, It is high time for action. Bureaucrats who do
not like the release of political prisoners have been strengthened if persons who want to
bend them do even refuse leave to the Motion for allowance to security prisoners. [t
is not for our specch the bureaucracy will be defeated ; it is by effective and united
action the bureaucracy can he bent. So 1 fervently appeal to the hon. Membecs
of this House to unite to effect the release of the Congress leaders,  which  will end
food deadloc_k, which will bring life to the hesitating and callous colleagues and which
may even bring national Governmept in  Assam to strengthen our cause of defence
against the Japanese aggression.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER *
he will take to reply ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: | will

be as brief as possible. T will only lay down certain principles and say that the
ernment plan is the rational plan.

i :
- Iminutes.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Sh : o finish the debate by 4 2
do not think. Then we shall have tg s?gll;: i e i L v rsascl

g‘he I-To? ble N{au-law Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 can suggest
2;:01:;032 f)cf)” tl‘.lh}::o?fousé }115 e G.Ovcmmcnt matter as well as a matter in which g))
the 29th and also on thavgotaken o Srent, Probably there will be very little work on
{ g : e, ¢ can finish on the 29th or 30th. )
Maulavi Dewan MUHAM

the time limit be extended ? MAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : May Isuggest that

The Hon’ble the SPEA .
may continue till the 30¢h, SR

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH - Mr. §

May I know irom the Hon’ble Premier how lopg

try to
LN  thi Gov-
I think I will be able to finish within 30 o 40

We may sit late this evening or the debate

acute problem as well 45 2 e pcaker, Sir, the food question has become an
| suggest only the broad Princl"y knOttY one,  We cannot be exhaustive. . We can
Iples on which the Provincial Government is to act.

' According to me the food :
; { u b
| conservation, (b) regulatior? fgit:iqn falls into three main heads—(a) procurement and

IStribution anq (¢) execution and supervision.

,‘ (A) Paddy is the main fo
i ; odstufy This i . i i
b coming from outsifle, | Bot GDVe:rlll[r of oyr country. This is an article which is not

'~ to control its price and regulate itsm(zf?t must be in possession of this article to be able
he cannot control. Stribution,  Anything that a man does not

e 3 1 of 1erefore paddy being the main foodstufl must be

under.th(? direct COJIlti‘O of the Govery, ent, Ks au qited Government ought to be
the principal or only large scale buyer apnq conscwerg}hmug’h licensed and recognised
dealers and agents. Advantages of this Will be the following :— (/) It will be possible

o regulate price and therefore the cultivatgpg will know when to sell and whom to

B e agS—

.
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sell and what they will get and accordingly they can adjust their requirements and
can buy with that .munc"\-' other necessary  commodities of life. (i) The cultivators who
form the mass population and for whom we are here will not be at the mercy of the
traders and middle-men. (ii7) If that is done there will be no scramble for paddy and
the price will not rise abnormally high. We know that the Steel Brothers and‘ tea
gardens began to buy at very high rates. prices went up by leaps and bounds. When
the Steel Brothers began to buy there was scramble and naturally the price rose,
(1) Tt will be an automatic deterrent to the crime of hourding. If the people know
that they can sell their paddy at a good price at any time of the year they will release
it.  (2) Government can do justice to the cultivators 7.e., the mass people, for a uniform
price can be fixed throughout the year. Thisis what the people want. That will
(‘.n'ﬂb]c Government to get paddy at any time of the vear from those who want to sell.
(v7) Government can know if there be surplus of paddy or not and can export to get
better price and find proper market if there be tendency to lower the price level too
much.  Yesterday I heard from a talk that price has fallen considerably in the Surma
Valley s0 much so that it has gone down to Rs. 10 to 12 a maund of rice and there
were people who went to the market with rice, but there were no buyers. When there
Ser ])E'l mper crop this year there will be a tendency to a greater fall in price of paddy
and rice.  If Government fix a uniform price for the cultivators then 1 think they can
get rid of all these difficulties, (2i) For tne protection of the cultivators Government
should fi\ a reasonable bottom or floor-price  below which Government will not buy
and ceiling-price above which also they will not buy.  This price can be thrashed out
In the Economic Conference or Food Committee that will be set up, but the main
guiding principle should be for the sake of the mass people, i.e., cultivators, a machi-
nery should not be set up whereby —export being closed—cultivators will be made to
sell at a very low price and not enable them to buy other necessaries of life the “prices
of which have risen from 100 to 500 per cent. Now this is the case with regard to
paddy. ;

y As regards other essential foodstuffs they are as follows—salt, sugar, dal of
various kinds, atta and mustard oil.  As the rest of India, particularly, the western
PTOvInces are getting  these articles in plenty we do not see why Assam should get in
such limited quantity so that there is not enough stufl’ to go round with the result
that the prices are high and sold in the black markets. Asto how these can be pro-
cured I can point out to a clue which if availed of will help our Provincial Govern-
e There is an institution established in America which is called the U.N.R.R.A.
Wll"(:h 'S PToposing to help those places which need relief. I may be permitted to read

3 {?lcvant portion- that appeared in the Press. It is very brief.
oneoF ﬂlc:nv‘\fhil.e the extent of starvation in India is being urged u;;(_)n thi‘: Council as
thica caste}?unmpz}l arguments in favour of U.N.R.R.A. aid to In 1:}11. 1 td15 in the
firhine. 4 n Provmges——B_e:_w.gal, Assam and Blhar,_whlch h’ave been the hardest hit by
> Hhat most of the Allied military bases are situated.’
°re is something which has been discussed in America while our own Govern-
Ments In Indja have not taken as much note of, as they ought to have. Now this
shows that there s a good case for the Provincial Government to approach the Gentral
Government and the Military authorities. The reason for approaching the Central
Government—{for supplying the necessary commodities is that the Central Govern-

‘ment knows what is the surplus of the different provinces. and how they are being

sold, and the the reason for approaching the Military authorities ig that
they can release stocks and can provide facilities for transport. At the present
time every kind of foodstuff is being rushed into Bengal from all over the world and at
lime may come when there will be plenty in Bengal and actue shortage in Assam
Now T think here is a good case for Assam where we can approach the Céntral Cidas
¢rnment and get a loan of the same enthusiasm that has been extended to Be Oal-

ho knows that in the near future Assam will not be a famine-striken area as re na%'df:
Principal foodstuffs ?  As Japan’s tempo of aggression may increase in the nextgfcw
Mmonths it is the bound_en duty of the Provincial Government to approach the Central

?overnlm?nt and His Majesty’s Government and also the Military authorities to come
o our help. ,
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(B) Now, the second head in the question of food is the regulation for distribution,
- b} e _ = 7 > 5 - . . 3 c ilers :
When foodstufls are procured, rules of rationing and dl.‘.[r"ll)llt'ln.[l. must Iln !)r:(-”u;-]g_‘ l‘tf'd.
A Department of Supply or Committee or Conference, whatever it may be, can lunction
to dc];l with this food situation ; but the main principles that have to be borne in mind
these : o= )
ar:c[?irstiy that all—rich and poor, high and low-—should have equal chance in
2
e foodstufls. i _—
tlr]eS?f:condly foodstuffs should reach not only the furthest corner of urban areas but
- A e : )
the rural areas. i R _ ’ N
(C) The third head on food question is execution and supervision,
Whatever rules are promulgated it should be the duty of the Department or the
Committee to see that the rules enforced are executed in the most swift and cifective
manner without respect of personalities.

getting

also

Sir, we realise that the Supply question is a very complicated one Whi(‘-_ll
the brain of not only our Premier here but also the Premiers of other Provinces where
Ministries function. The Central Government is also thinking about it ; the solution
is no easy thing. The subject requires a separate and exclusive portfolio of a Minister,
We realise that.  We have heard on the flosr of the House that checks are necessary
because there is a lot of corruption ; misdirection or misappropriation is going on,
Now, to check this we have seen that officers are needed to check those who are in char-
ge of checking, then further officers are needed to check th«_:sc' officers, and in this
-way a hierarchy of officers checking each other is needed until it reaches the Hon’-
ble Premier. In that case it will be very hard for the Hon’ble Premjar to deal with
them. Thercfore it is up to the country at this time to_understand thqq a real change
of outlook, a change of mentality and a change of heart 1s necessary, Sir, this question
is no_longer a provincia)] question only. It has become an all-!n(lla question. "thﬂ
one Province suffers all the Provinces should go to the help of the needed Province,
Therefore this Province, which all know is suffering, should Approach the Central
Government. We also realise how people, even of some rCSPOIISil)iIity and respectabi-
lity, only look to their own interests instead of their neighbours ajsq. This is the time

to show sympathy, brothcrlinCSS, pity and self-sacrifice. NatiOnalists of course CAITS
the day both in the are concerned

) ! Press and platform, and when these nationalig

only with their own Interest, they cannot be called true nationalists, A true patriot is
one who not only loves the trées, stones and rivers of this country, but his fellow-coun-
trymen. I appeal to all members of this House that have influence over the public to
bring home to them that now i the time for exercising their good qualities of thrift
consideration for others, sympathy, pity, brotherliness and sell-sacrifice (o their fellow-
countrymen who day.  During trials and suffering these virtues find

. : are suffcring to-
their full play an re greatly in demand at this time in gyp country, I

i d these virtues
agree tha}:txt ct):}]l)e Economic Conference already existing is not ¢nough, a Food Confer-
€ace oug ¢ Instituted where 4]) shades of opinion and all interests will be represen-

s people, the cultivators should be adequately repre-

1s taxing

me my seat,
I dol:md;t‘ stFa'rt ‘ﬁy S)%ENNERHASSET’I‘: Mr. Spca-ker, Sir, ple
relevant to the subject yp 4 note exactly in tune with matters

have chosen it as another fdlscussmn, o8, a3, Cowme, BE Yo 4

! )
and even against certain ing

ase forgive me if
which are cntirely

PPortunity to inveigh against my commu
that stage when this kind gf.19%ls of it in particular. For myself. 1
those things any longer., N8 worries me or even distresses me ;
dened by the conti Ysl}mllders are broad ; moreover they h
b ntinuous g 1 2 Ih

we represent, and certair, C}?zli 'Cation of the lash. ButlI have a duty to those whom
must deal. In passing, Sir '8es have been made against rny.IndustFy.wuh ‘which
reasoning, and the free uSe’;??)y I remark that abuse is not logic, nor is invective gooq

bject under discussion, conrip.: Of these in  this debate has in no way helped the
subjec it of fhe Ontributed gne jota to the common weal nor added one
got to the dignity of this Assembly, Yesterday my friend Mr. Mookerjee appealed for

nity in genera] |
have long passeq
it does neither of
ave become har.

ebate some memberg.

| -

A ——————
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cessation to these mutual recriminations, a compromise of our differences, and the com-
posure of them, and unified co-operation. So far as we are concerned, Sir, we offer our
unstinted co-operation here and now (hear, hear). ] ;
Now, Sir, let us get back to the things which are really relevant to our discussion.

It has been said that the Tea Industry has laid in vast stocks of foodgrains to the detri-
ment of other sections of

' the community. It has been further said that these stocks
were laid in and bought competitively, thereby causing prices to rise. Let me first
deal with the first part of that charge. The Tea Industry is responsible for 11 lakhs
of people, and so far as those under the control of those whom we represent are con-
cerned, not one of those people, even when grain was almost unobtainable at any
price, when it was practically off the market, at any time went hungry or uncared for.

Mr.  Whittaker " the other day reminded you that we had no Banivachong in the Tea
Industry, and 1 repeat his reminder.,

his responsibility, this task of feeding 11 lakhs 2 :
to chance, and we in all prudence laid in stocks of grain which were cnrciully built up,
These were not in cxcess ol our requirements of safety, and in fact there were times when,
bc(.:;ms(: grain was being held back from the market by hoarders, our stocks fell below the
safety line, Buying in the Surma Valley was long ago concentrated in one central
buyer so as ¢, climinate competition from the market, Since the end of June this year
gardens of (he Assam Valley have, through an arrangement with Government, bought
under one head, so that they could not have possibly competed in the market. It so
happens, Sir, that I help on the buying side of this arrangement and therefore
now what I am talking about. It follows then that these two charges are
inaccurate. Contrary to being obstructive to Government our policy has assisted
Government, for can it possibly be imagined by any body that Government
could have even considered the introduction of price control if the tea industry
had failed to ensure the food safety of so large a section of the population—to

ol people could not have been leit

the tune of about 1 lakhs of people—for had they remained unsatisfied, ultimately, to
struggle for their needs and become a competitive element in the market all attempts
at control must hay, been frustrated. A starving man cannot bargain for food ; and no
price control scheme can possibly work unless Government have large stocks. Sir, I may
mention ”‘Cidcma“y that, irrespective of cost on the recommendation of the Assam
Branch of the Indian Tea Association and its Calcutta principals we supply our labour-
ers with rice at Rg, 5 per maund and paddy at Rs.3 a maund, and everybody may par-
ticipate in  that scheme irrespective of whether they are workers or whether they are
dependants,

12 I submit, Sir, that this fact alone must have had a very beneficial cffect.
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: On a point of information, Sir, is ration at

concession rate given to children who are no

t working in the gardens ?
S F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: What does the hon. Member mean by that ?
. .Sn-'ut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: I mean there are children who do not work
o ﬂ;\; 8ardens ?  Are they given rice at concession rate ?

AR AR ) BLENNERHASSETT: The question is far too general,
answer it,

: It extends even to the hinterland of the Naga Hills. If specific inst
given I may deal with them.
Mr.

the matter
our peoble.
they in no w
Is quite sepa

I cannot
ances are

Karuna Sindhu Roy is at least one pace behind in his information,
of imported commodities, we are getting them by Our OWn arrangement for
All commodities for our people’s needs are all provided for Separately and
a4y cut across the needs of the remainder of tl}e I_)OPUIaCC for our scheme
rate and is in no way hurdensome on the Provincial coffers.
will not repeat the recommendations advanced the other day by Mr,
but. I will say that we hope they will assist Government in framing thej, policy
for 1944. T “associate myself whole-heartedly with the remarks of the hon. the
New Member, Mr. Buragohain, when he asks Government to St up machinery to regu-
ate army buying, especially, in matters other than rice, I mean, 10 matters of meat, fish,
vegetables and other things which are so essential to the community, so that the needs
of th ecivil populatiop may not go by the board. If one single thing has emerged from

For in

Whittaker,
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this debate, it is that no Government can succeed in its policy or putting it
into effect, especially in matters, of public importance, such as the question
of food supply is, unless it has the co-operation  of the people. It has further
been made clear that a large section of the people have done their best to obstruct
Government without any regard for the interest of their fellows- in fact to the detri-
ment of the people—so long as they acquire wealth themselves, smuggled foodgrains over
the border and otherwise held them back from the market or tampered with the people’s
food. For the condemnation of these despicable beings we have no words too strong.
We are glad to see the lead given by the Chicl Justice of Bengal in dealing with  offences
of this nature. I hope that the Courts of this Province may scc their way clear to
follow that lead, as has so frequently been advocated from these benches, that they will
in fact see to it that thce punishment of these individuals is made more fitting to their
beastly crimes.

One word more and I will close. We have a vigorous Grow More-Food-Campaign.
May I suggest a Waste no Food Campaign and that that campaign should be carried to
the ranks of the army as well as to the ranks of the civil population, and that a part of

that campaign should include machinery for the punishment of those who do waste, no
matter how highly they may be placed. -

S_I"l_!ut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I congratulate my
hon. I*rler_xd, Mau!a.vl A'b:lm' Rahman on his presenting before this House a vivid
picture of the food situation of his constituency——the sourness of expression that he had
to take recourse to, 1s nothing but a true reflection of the feeling of public against
the district z'md subdivisional personnel entrusted with this responsible task. I had
aAn Oppol't(l;nfl.[y of exchanging views with other members hailing from different .pl:zccs in
:Z%Héfat?)oscmrln what I cguld gather I can say that the same situation 1:1'(:\'3”-? in
e places.  District and subdivisional personnel entrusted with these respon-

sible task of supplies appears t . . :
; o be intoxicated v s and : . raltiee
tant to part with toxicated with the powers and appear (o be r(,lu(}

e intrusiol; azgdzilfly offer of ‘co-OPCrajli:m by individu.’.tls or by bodies 18
R e opanslyagested. ) Vi (W Littaker the other day
are measures, undertaken in i‘vo essential food commoditics by Government agencies
o S S i :'1r zllmct_, o_nly to clu_:ck the capacity of hoarders ; but the
instead of helping the C!;n;m distribution is carried out In my subdivision
AT A umers has tended to help the hoarders and  black-

Sir, I gather fro :
Avicad iu rn% Subdivis?cl);h;g If‘}on{blc Premier that rationing was directed to he intro-
SRR o towil: G elig })ack as June last, but unfortunately up to the day of
S8 Al basalt the liccnséd ir.a’d t 1 November, rationing has not been introduced ‘and
stocks have been taking fulleisél et cedlled foodstll SO Goy el
the stuffto black maskom advantage of the delay by transferring a large porgion of

Sir, in our subdivision the atmosphere is S :
rumour to _ s ision the atmosphere 18 surcharged wit
L tﬁ}:aggg'cc‘zit;hﬁt the personnel  entrusted l with distributi%g fooc{i
in my district and relucty .pardcrs and the criminal delay in introducing rationing
Sir, time is ripe and hj h Itl}?.,_to take public into confidence lends support to the rumour.
SUPPISY. shIould make rogm foci-1 ftr}:;lﬁinggnﬁgw entrusted with the duty of rationing and
ir, I also hec: ;
Subdivisional Oﬂ—"?ggrs,&&”i tlile Hon’ble Premier that he has asked the District and the
of foodgrains that Gover ake the public into confidence in the matter of distribution
I submit, Sir, Mr. {iie élmer_lt have collected for the benefit of the civil population.
all Members of LegislaéiVQOAam’ Mr. Daulat Chandra Gohain and for the matier of that
but none of us has been conqsfiembly may claim to be the representatives of the people
stock that was sent to Dibru uat?]d by the Deputy Commissioner in disposing of the huge
rejected.  The other day atgar - On the contrary, Sir, the offer of co-operation was
Committee consisting of the Chmae_ﬂlng representing all sections of the public, a Food
blic and all ot -~ Slfman of the Local Board and the Municipality, and
the pub ! other interests wa ) e Ve
the Deputy Commissioner wag S clected and a resolution was a opted by _whlf:h
S reéquested to recognise the Committee and with 1ts

#.m.

i
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assistance to dispose of the stock of commodities, The Deputy Commissioner was
informed about this, but I am informed that the Deputy Commissioner refused to
accede to the public demand. To add insult to injury, two workers who were entrusted
to mobilise public opinion against such an attitude were subjected to humiliation.
One youngman in the person of Bishnu Ram Bora was arrested the other day an.d
another a Muslim’ young man named Sarfaraj Hussain who was acting as Air
Kaid Precaution Worker was discharged from his appointment on mere pretext. In
such circumstances, I feel it my duty to urge on the Government to exXercise strict
control over the District officials in charge of Supply at Dibrugarh. I have heard from
the Hon’ble Premier on the floor of this House that he is always anxious to a[ford all
facilities to the civil population so that they can get all essential food commodities at a
reasonable price. I for mysell do not doubt the sincerity of Sir Muhammad in this
Mmatter, otherwise knowiny as I do him, he would not have consented his picture to. be
repesented in the propagarda poster which is more a caricature of him than anything,
\‘vith his fore-finger raised which, as is well known to hon. Member: is an oriental pose
for one’s determination to carry out one’s purposes at all cost. 1 for myself assure hlm
that he will have full co-operation from this section of this House in the matter qi
Supply of food materials to civil populations and what I want of him is to direct his
district and  Subdivisional officials to respect his wishes.

. Sir, the hon. the Movers of the several Motions have thrown out suggestions for

€asimg the food situation in the Province. I am sorry I could not agree to all the
suggestions. My bon. Friend Maulavi Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury, for example,
suggested in  his speech that in order to have *more food’ all the available waste lands
should be thrown open to landless people. To this I am constrained to submit that
cannot agree for, I feel that the remedy suggested will be worse than the dissase.
It is well known to the hon. Members of this House that there are landless people
among the indigenous people. Much of the time of the Government will have to be
spent in ascertaining to which of these two classes preference should be given. The
demand for waste Jand in Assam is heavy and if waste lands are offered to immigrants
then there wil naturally feuds between the immigrants and as a result the peaceful
atmosphere of the Province will be disturbed and the result will be that the indigenous
or the lmmigrang people will not have a quiet time to grow more food. My humble
suggestion 1s that the proposal for throwing open waste lands to landless immigrants
or to indigenoug population for the purpose of growing more food should be abandoned
a'nd N 1ts place, the millions and millions of bighas of Sali paddy field that will lie fallow
since December next should be brought under plough and in the cold weather, varieties
of crops such ag Ahu, pulses, vegetables, etc., may be grown. Much of the pressure on
local Crops may be relieved if the tea industry utilises thousands and tens of thousands

of uncultivated high land now in their occupation by raising Ahu crops which flourishes
on high virg

S, in soil and which is harvested from June to August, Le., at a time when
e Paddy begins to disappear from the market. Tea garden high lands may be
utiliseq for

growing maize which is consumed as a staple food by a considerable section
Ol the non.Assamese population in this Province and by their labour force. If the
cultivators of Assam Valley are given facilities for growing Ahu crop, the output of
Paddy in the year may be increased by at least 50 per cent. if not more. This result
may be achieved in much lesser time and at a lesser-expense and trouble to the Govern-
ment.  The cultivator of Assam Valley who at present do not care to derive the maxi-
mum benefit out of their lands will be able to do so for all time to come and the
economic condition of the Assamese raiyat will improve and the clamour

of land revenue which is a perpetual problem in this Province will ceage,

The cultivators of Assam Valley has got yet to learn that th
increased by growing food materials such as Arhar, Masur, Mug,
kind of which we are dependent on Bihar and Bengal. The trouble
ment now have got to take to procure these stuffs from Bcpgal and B
the Agriculture Department of the Government of_ Assam is fully mo

So, Sir, I join with Mr. Mookerjee in requesting the Governme
that the proposal to throw open all available, waste lands and

for remission

eir income may be

Khashari for every

that the Govern- e
thar may cease if

bilised.

nt in all seriousness

surplus professional
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grazing areas for growing more food may be abandoned as it will complicate the prob-
lem of producing more food in our Province and apart from the I)lll"(lttll that the new-
comers will be to the food resources of this Province, the Peaccful atmosphere of the
Province will be disturbed owing to resultant conflict between the indigenous and
immigrant population. .

Sir, the assertion that our Province is a surplus onc'in the matter of [};i.'(!(ly TR T
challenged in the press, platform and on th.r: floor of this House and the | pper [[‘n_us:-.
The high price level of paddy in this Province which should not have prevailed  if the
supply was larger than the demand falsifies the assertion. Let us not wrangle over this
matter any more ; for this will not, in any way, contribute to the solution of the food
problem of this Province. We have somehow or other nearing .lln: m}(l of the year
1943. We should thank God that He in His mercy has saved this I"mvmcc: from wide-
spread calamity that has befallen to our sister Province, Bengal. We have a prospect of
bumper Sali and Amon crops to go along the year 1944. Let us all ‘by sinking all
difference of party politics gather our heads together to make the best of the crop that
is before us. Broadly speaking it should be our first concern to feed the Civil popu-
lation throughout the year. This should be the primary concern of the mili tary
authorities that are stationed in the Province. Distress occasioned by scarcity of food,
among the civil population breaks their morale which it is a ’

military necessity to
maintain. To be frank, however, the m

orale of civil population in the sub-continent
of India has shattered and is rolling in the dust however much the B.B.C. from LLondon
‘and the All India Radio from Delhi assert to the contrary. The iu:arl.‘~ru:1(]i,,g news
of thousands and thousands of deaths taking place in Bengal which is the chjef rice
growing Province in India has shattered the nerve of every man in India— Norh to
South, East to West. So the military should be impressed that they shoylg not in
their own interest Place any demand on the local produce of paddy until 3,q unless
the needs of the civil population for the whole year is satisfied. Military should be
impressed that they should avoid waste. In the year of our grace 1943 when civi] people
by thm_x.?ands _both In urban and rural areas were pining for a chatak of rjce and ! ]lo]ur
the mllltary in the several camps stationed in the Subdivision from which | Come wvl'(,l
throwing away thousands and tens of thousands maunds of rice and attq wl‘lic}]: :
v\_raste_d owing to their long storage. It will be divulging no military secreg '
rice in its thousands of maunds were thrown on pit(s that the military h
the construction of a new road in my subdivision. This I submit is a sad ¢o 5

what is called military f - o : Miment on
! : Ty inance and economy. The military should be IMpressed .

the imperative necessity of arriving at a correct estimate of their requirement S0 upal
stuffs and they should he requested to stock foodstuf he extent of of food-
only. If even approximatel . ck Joodstuffs to the extent of requirements
accordingly the hu e estimate of requirements were made and gqqcked
B¢ wastage of foodstuffs which is probably occurring in eyey

were
when | say
ad to fill in

f Indi ; art

(f)‘or givi? ;)Vooplﬂiiaﬁlézt atlalc‘irc occt;:"red and the huge quantities would have beep, aVailI;ble
n mu ; S s w

Boguldhave bien avtoog ch of the distress underwent by the civi] personnel

Sir, milit; ’ It
» military should be requested to co-operate with the Provincial Government in

B e ol e oids.tluﬁ‘s to the ciyil population. Much nceded co-operation
conciete fmtanice T oo civi admn_nzstr_atmn is lacking as will E)e ev:gle_nced from a
culture yester sl Sty citing. As was said by the Hon’ble Minister of Agri-
yesterday in reply to - g
Magistrate at Dibrugarh 'in o that the price of milk was fixed by the District
the military persome] e, capsultatmn with the producers and the military authorities.
milk in the subdivision o, thaterCtEd to get certain percentage of the whole output of
probably to grab the share a]logggeed and controlled rate. But the military jn" order
with the producers or through ¢d forthe civil population entered into contract directly
‘the controlled rate. The Hon’h) en to procure milk at a much }}lgher rate than
lv sitti in th . Minister of Agriculture and Livestock {5 com-
placently sitting in the belief that ¢}, o Weaallen o ML
in his native town, but th .- “1€ controlled rate, which is reasonable, is prevailing
in s Tk e s e ¢ 81 fact i that the controlled rate has long gone to the
winds and m1 clling at Dibrugarh at 1to 1} seer a rupee. By a similar process,
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the price of paddy, rice, vegetables, eggs, fish, etc., has been inflated and I make bold to
say that the military authorities are responsible for the high prices of these commodities
Let the administration of Sir Saadulla strain every nerve to bring out a genuine co-
operation between the military and the Provincial Government otherwise situation will
stand in 1944 in the same way as it did in  1943.

Sir, as was said by Mr. Whittaker, Government was compelled to play the role of
stockist and seller of paddy with a view to check profitecring by hoarders. I for one do
ot see any other way of checking high price. In such circumstances I cannot agree
with my Hon’ble Friend Mr. Dev in urging the Government to step out of the scene,
specially because when there are no non-official agencies in the Province to counteract
the rapacious propensities of the speculators.  Positioned as we arc, Government shall
have to undertake stocking and selling commodities and in doing so  Government or
other agencies should desist from purchasing paddy from deficit district. Dibt:ugarh_ is
definitely a deficit district, in as much as more than 50 per cent. ol its population being
tea garden labourers, are non-growers of paddy, 10 per cent. are engaged in mining
industry and 40 per cent. of its population are growers of paddy. I doubt whether
there will be any surplus for 40 per cent. of population. If there be any, it will be
required for 10 per cent. population engaged in mining and other industrial concerns
of the subdivision. I appeal to the Government to persuade the tea industry to solve
their own problem by procuring paddy frony abroad or by growing paddy in their own
lands of which it 4s in abundance. .

Sir, while recognising the necessity of arriving at a surplus of paddy of each
district on the lines indicated by the hon. Mr. Mookerjee I am afraid if the opera-
tions are not carried out with due caution, they would lead to such rumours, false
though, that Government undertakes all these measures to seize all available paddy
from the granaries. The agents of competing purchasers that go about in the villages
spread such rumours for the purpose of their own and the credulous villagers sell out
their stock out of fear of being robbed. As the situation stands in the country now,
any attempt on the part of persons to counteract such false and mischievous propaganda
1s construed by the over-jealous, unintelligent and unimaginative police as offences
under the Defence of India Act and thus villagers are left to the mercy of the agent.
This happened actually at a part of the year last year in my subdivision. With these
words I beg to resume my seat.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: My, Speaker Sir, may I speak in Hindustani ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member always spoke in English
and not in Hindustani.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : Because there was no debate on food, Sir, so
long, 1f you permit, Sir, I want to speak in Hindustani.

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : If the hon. Member says that he cannot express
hi mself tolerably well in English so far as the present subject of discussion is concerned

n I can allow him.

... The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Byt the
dlmcu]ty is, Sir, that there is no Stenographer who can take down Hindustani.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member may speak in Bengalj,

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: There is a rule in the Assembly Rules, Sir, that
a Member may speak in Hindustani also.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, of course there is a rule, I know, but the
difficulty is that there is no arrangement for reporting such a speech. If the Hiot
Member undertakes to supply a transcript of his speech written in Bengali script, I car;
allow him to speak in Hindustani.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Then I shall speak in English, Siy.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Mr. S_peaker,_ Sir, before we discuss our food
position we should know what is our population. Sir, the Population of Assam is 12
million according to 1941 census and over and abm{e this there js military and other
men connected with them whom we are to supply rice. 1 ¢ap take it that our total
population is near about 13 million. Now the normal réquirement of this population
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This is only civil requirement. Over that we are to feed
is considered as self-supporting, so far as rice is
concerned, but it depends upon other vaincf_‘.‘i of India for fl‘“ other things. We have
no wheat, sugar, salt, dal, etc., and we are to 1mport them. The quota of wheat, sugar,
and dal, allotted to the Province is very meagre and we are not getting tlur.m accord-
ing to our allotment. One seer of alta, sugar, cic., cannot be sufficient for a man
to maintain his health. We are living 1n war zone and we must get enough to

eat.

will be rice, wheat, etc.
the military also. Our Province

We are to import all these goods through our agent. Sir, in I!lif; connec ion [ want
to say that the appointment of Calcutta Agent is not at all satisfactory.  We must
appoint agents at the p_laccs from \:v[}lch we are receiving the goods, who will supply
all things under their direct supervision. ['he goods so far we 'h;wu received, majority
of them, are all below thc'standard (.[uullty though we h.’l.v(r ]_):'11(1 maximum price of it
We may have onc Agentin the Punjab and the others in Bihar, Orissa and so on.
This will be less expensive too. After we ]};Wf‘. received the goods here the difficulty
begins from the time for want of proper d]strlb_ulmn. Goods are stocked in private
houses, rcqulSlthI’lCd for t'hc purpose, wh.:ch arc not at all suitable for
godown purposes. Assam !Jcmg damp in climate, the goods deteriorate and get
spoilcd for want of supervision. I know at Gauhati wh-c-n a godown wag (}])vﬁcd
nearly after a month or so of storage, gxlrnost all.thc bags of flour, atta, dal, were totally
spoiled and they were thrown in the river. THe public do not get encugh to eat and
the goods are spoiled like this as if they are no man’s property.

Similarly, thousands of maunds of wheat are wasted at Gauhati godowy, They
are not fit for human consumption now and people are refusing to take the 3'11-111‘ e
this connection 1 read from the report of the Supply Secretary where he says ‘“l, ¢ the
District Officers are asked to release wheat which is being damaged. Had 4 |‘1 en a
case with the private dealer he would have been dealt with under the Assa i Pure
Food Act. Government should see that goods are properly stocked and cﬂré'd m o
of all we receive things of_bad quality and over that this careless storage ‘iDO.'l chem
totally. I suggest, Sir, that one Agent for each district should be appointed ] lu.] e
should receive goods direct from the purchasing Agents so that extra cooly an(:lm( I e
incidental charges will be saved.  When the Government are doing business let L‘)}t e
do it business like. The Agents will give the same to the wholesale dealers ']'Ed ; 1lpm
must see that the goods entrusted to them do not spoil or are wasted for wang ‘()f‘ hey
care. They will sell them to the retailers and to the co-operative stores and to ot}
dealers. All merchants who are assessed over Rs.10,000 should invariably be 5 W
ed as Government wholesale cCealers, as they now cannot bring any goods o PP?}IHF'
own accounts. These men should be responsible for the goods entrusted ton t]t A
The Inspector of Supply should also inspect the godowns twice 2~ month an re e
to the Supply Secretary about its position. port it

As regards control of prices, I suggest, Sir, it should be maintained throughout
and Government alone can do so. The price rose accordingly with the Government
Agent’s demaﬂd-. The new crop ‘vear is drawing near and we hope the Government
will maintain their control. ~The standard they have fixed is not a fair one. T suggest
in short that graded price should be fixed according to the quality of rice such gg Joha
and Mota. Joha may i?ducgle all finer qualities and th= Mota the inferior opes and
that is the demand of all, and when Mry. Hailey, our Publicity Officer, went to Gauhati
the same demand was placed before him by the Public.

I thinkia District Foohd Advisory Committce consisting of officials and non-officials
be appointed to see t at proper distribution of goods are made to all for
whom they are meant. :

GOITUPtion %fiat _155 h: 1g51 tan thl? F.Ood Department and even good and honest
traders also consicer, lkahra € COMMISSIon to he paid to the people who have hand

in the matter: I thmft e.pﬁ‘opog?d AdYISOrY Board may minimise it to a great
extent. Sil instead of anti-hoarding drive, we must have 'anti-corruption drive in
Assam.

proper .
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aSir, the Government propose to start rationing from the st of Jallllal}' 1944 in
every municipal town.  Sir, in this connection 1 want to draw the attention of the
Government to the statement made by Mr. W. H. Kirby, Rauopmg ENpﬁI:L of the
Government of India, in the Central Assembly where hé stated, “We shall not introduce
rationing without first having the requisitz stocks and reserves.”  What is our stock
to-day ? We shall not ger Salj crop before February 1944 which the people of Assam
are habituated to take. We have no enough wheat, dul and sugar, We must force
the Government of India to supply us al' these things in sufficient quantity before we
start rationing.  We must be very careful in this matter. The Hon'ble Ministers
Inust take personal interest in  this matter and should sce the persons concerned
whenever they go out on tour and they should not remain surrounded by the
officials alone.

Sir, 1 think it my duty to say something about cloth. Sir, every cloth nw::chm;t is to
take a license., Inspectcrs are appointed to help them in this matter and to give license.
Government want to do good to them but these men take their delight in doing other-
Wise. I know at least in Gauhati big dealers are called by the officer in his house.
Chalans are not passed unless they see him in private. Bales are seized as soon as they
are taken delivery from the railway or steamer stations or even before that. 1 suggest,
PIT, the members of the District Food Advisory Board or some other public citizens may
be authorised to see to that.  Such thing is not happening in Shillong where superior
officers are at hand, but this sort of things happen in the plains where the Deputy
Commissioners are over-worked and have no time to see to these personally.

The intention of the Government is laudable, but there is defect in actnal wo rking
of the system which can be removed if they be more careful,

Sir, there is a general complaint from all the hon. Members against rice supplied
in the Government  controlled shop. In this connection I want to inform the
House that there is one Assam Rice Mill Licensing Order, 1943, which requires the
rice mills to unloss their Hullers to half of the quality which they had in pre-war time
_;md that is why rice is not polished now-a-days. Government may amend it if they
so desire. -

:]“ransport IS the main difficulty of the traders and it this can be removeq
and if trade is allowed to run in its own way all the difficulties can be eliminated SO
far as supply is concerned.

Sir, Government have monopolized the rice business and no other traders
allowed to  book any wagon of rice to any district of Assam : only Governmen¢
Agents are allowed to do so. This order must be cancelled forthwith. It wil] facilitate
the supply of rice throughout Assam. With these words, I resume my seat, :

. Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, ir
the fooq Situation in Assam has thoroughly been discussed. 1 have no mind tq make
iy ]Cng_thy speech on this point. I shall try to confine my discussion to only twe
points () export of paddy and (i) opening of Survey Registers in villages as Proposed
by my hon. Friend, Mr. Mookerjee. X

ne of our hon. Friends whom I find here absent to-dZ}y raised the big
Ofinter-provincial relations and good will, etc. My Friend Mr. ngkeljce
Iengthy and thoughtful speech also referred yesterday to the d1§tress of Bengal. He
tried to prove that Assam is a deficit Province and at the same time he wanted g

are

L . : v
the surplus paddy to our neighbouring Province. ~ With all respects to them, Si§ ;
may say that their arguments are not intelligible to me. It seems to me that ypep
the guise of inter-provincial relations, they pleaded for the restoration of f

ree trg
wanted to abolish the ban on export ofp’addY- : s Taa Wit de and
We are very grateful that the HO!‘{ ble Prime Minister _anltEd from Member
suggestions for formulation of future policy and appealed for their help i enlightenins
public opinion against the greedy and §U1€1dal exports from the Tovince, So %
venture to place my humble suggestions before the Government and this
House. c '
Sir, we have our sincere sympathy for the distressed People of Bengal.

I ha
also seen with my own eyes how the poor people are o

dying of starvation In oup
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neighbouring Province.

children from starvation.
hungry child asks his mother for food
with tears in her eyes expressed her in

repeated here in Assam.

Just at the time of my starting for Shillong, hundreds of poor villagers of my
locality whom I represent here, approached me and gave me a mandate to convey
their message to the Government that the export of paddy should be stopped. 1 am
also very glad to learn that the Government has adopted the same policy which we
want and are determined to stop the export of paddy from the Province. 1 shall go
back to my constituency with the great consolation at heart that we have been able to
stop export of paddy from the Province.

We are also very glad to learn that it was the “himmat” of our Prime Minister
who raised the voice of protest against the order of the Central Government and he
has again re-enforced the ban on free trade and has stopped the export of paddy from
the Province. Thus he has given relief to the thousands of poor families ol our
Province. So our heartiest con sratulations go to him for his courageous action and
duas of the lacs of hungry people of our Province have gone to the Almighty Creator
whose merciful hands mould the destiny of the whole universe. .

Sir, I find here that my hon. Friend, Mr. Mookerjee, has again come forward
with his amcnd_ment. _ He wants to open I'c:gistcrs in villages immediately throughout
the Province with a view to record (@) the name of each cultivator, (b) the area of his
land under cultivation, (¢) the tota] quantity of crop when harvested and (d) the

number of members dependent in the family of each cultivator below and above 12
years of age separately. )

Cultivators are the real bac
food suppliers of the country.
Mr. Mookerjee may create a ¢

kbone of our society. They may be called the real
I apprehend, Sir, such survey registers as pmposcd b_y
onfusion and a panic in the mind of our p ople. It is
our duty to keep up.t_hc morale of the cultivators. So in view of the present abnormal,
circumstances prevailing in the country, we should not do such  things which may

harass our ignorant and poor cultivators and their confidence and sense of security
should be maintained.

With thzse words, Sir, I resume my seat ;

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN - Mr. Speaker, Sir, much has been said
about the difficult question of food situation of the Province by the hon. Members of
this House. Sir, the scarcity of foodstuffs is felt badly -in Darrang district also from
where I come. _Wc hav-e got in the district from which I come several military camps
and the population has'mcreascd 2 or 3 times more. Not to speak of paddy and pjce,
the prices of all other kinds of foodstuffs including firewood have increased considerably
higher than the normal price. The Government servants drawing their pay Nehott
Rs.200 a month have got some rice concession, but the poor ordinary class of people
are most unfortunate. There are very poor people living inside the town who cannot
have two full meals a day, as the price of rice is very high, as it is sold at the rate of
1} seers a rupee. The“e'Pe(_)plc also cannot get sufficient supply of atta, sugar, dal,

kerosene oil at controlled price rate. Similar is the case of poor cultivators in the
villages, if not worse !

1 'would be glad if the Goy

! . o

: ; proper ration supply system
: : ernment would introduce a prop PPy sy
as in Shillong for the other tow &

Province and ration the s l
: ns and tea gardens of the Province and i = SULE S
of rice, pa_ddy, atta, dal, mustarq oil and k%rosine oilsi AS for.rl'ce, 1tis well that the
Government SEIvants receive sop o concessions. For others living inside the towns and

tea gardens there shoy]q 3P . addy, burI would suggest
3185? réovernment should fix g d be rationing of rice and paddy, og

verILl X Some stang s or them from time to time accord.ing
onditions of };':rops I every distr?;i PTI‘F?L; g Government would control the prices
f rice and paddy the people lVing inside d outside the towns will be saved from
e} I‘é hips- Morfeovcr, the People livine an t'-ﬁ?: the towns excepting the tea gardens,
har :nostl)’ cultivators, whose Meang %fci‘ilvzllihood is cultivation. From the paddy
are

But, Sir, it is our primary duty to save our family and, .miu‘

I have seen tragic scenc in our villages, when the little
and says ‘“ 11 =tz 7%’ and the poor mother
ability to give her child one morsel of rice. We
cannot allow, Sir, our children to die of starvation and the history of Bengal to be

ﬂw—ﬂn wl hm‘,-.‘
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they cultivate from their fields they manage all requirements of their f'an;ilics st_mh. as
clothes, salt, oil, cetc., and pay the land revenues. So paddy and rice- rationing
sysiem will not suit the villagers who are mostly cultivators. The Government shoulq.
control the prices of rice and paddy for all the districts, villages,  towns and thé
Assam tea gardens according to their crep condition. There should be rationing supply
system for the cultivators in the villages tor articles like sugar, atta, dal and kerosene oil
and mustard oil only. It is high time now, Sir, as the harvesting is at hand to fix some
standard prices of rice and paddy according to the crop condition in every ’dlstnct.
Sir, I have nothing more to say on this. I hope the Government and our Hon’ble the
Premier will solve this difficult question of tood supply to the advantage of all concern-
ed.  With these words, I resume my seat.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ see there are yet many hon. Members \.ﬂ"hO want
'0 speak on this subject. Therefore I wish to adjourn the House and adjourn the
debate. Hon. Members know that £9th November is exclusively a Government busi-
ness day, but the Hon’ble Premier has said that this discussion on the food problem

in the Prevince may very well be considered to be Government business also. So it
on the 29t

we get time after the disposal of Government business we may resume the
debate, Otherwise it would stand over to 3(:h. y .
Adjournment
‘The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 A.M. on Monday, the 29th November
1943,
Shillong,

A. K. BARUA,

dhe 15th Fanuary 1941, Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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