574 QUESTIONS [27T11 MAR.

Proceedings of the Twelfth Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of
of India Act, 1935.

the Government

Tur. Assempry met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 A.Mm.
on Saturday, the 27th March, 1943, ;

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the
Hon’ble Ministers and fifty-one Members. ’ '

SHORT NOTICE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

ten

(To which answers were laid on the table)
Eastern Banking and Trading Company, Limited
Mr. A. WHITTAKER asked :

5.(a) Is Government aware tlmt_ a_company known as the Eastern
Banking and Trading Company, Limited, has been operating in this
Province ?

(b) Is Government aware that numerous complaints have been made
by the depositors against this Company ¥ . -

6.(a) Is it a fact that Governmen' moncy In the hands of this C
could not be satisfactorily accounted for in the Kamrup district ?

(b) Will Government be pleased to state whether a satisfactory settle-
ment has been reached in the Kamrup case ?

¢) If so, what are the terms of the scl‘%[em(:nt ?

7.(a) Is Government aware that certain _d(;l?(,silf)l,s A
classes have deposited large amounts with this Clomp:my sl B
unable to obtain payment ? )

(b) Is Government aware that the Directors held a meeting

D rebruary, 1943 and are allege ANE Al
Karimganj on the 6th I ebruary, 19 : eged to have decided to
convert 60 per cent. of the depositors money into shares ?

(¢) Do Government proposc to investigate the matter with a view to
protecting  the depositors and preventing other poor persons from lasiag
their money ? _ o

8. Do Government proposc to order an investization to ascertajn
whether cognisable offences have been gﬂmmltlfid by the Directors or other
persons concerned with this Company :

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied -

A\l
«Ompa ny

poorer
ave been

¢“As the hon. Member is awalc, the Provincial Government are m
the agents of the Government of Indiain I'Eard *lOI;hlS b
5.(a)—Yes, under the present name of c_wiste:]n, a‘qu of India, Limited.

(b)—Some complaints were made by the¢ depositors and the creditors.

6.(a)—Yes. . ] ‘

(b)—The Deputy Clommissioner, Kamrup, reported on the 10th
December 1942, that some arrangements o recover the money from the
Bank were being made by him. ;

(¢)—No information has been received from the Deputy Commis.

erely

sioner,
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7.(a)—A letter to the Registrar, Joint Stock Companies, from t)he—.
Divisional Manager, Consolidated Tea and Lands Company, Limited,
Goombira, shows that a number of people of the estate had money in the
Bank. About payment Government have no information.

(b)—The Bank has reported that such am(_:eting was held on the
th February 1943, in which the creditors and  depositors were present _imd
that the arrangement mentioned in the question was unanimously adopted.

(¢)—The matter is under consideration of the Government.

8.—This matter will be duly considered if and when an investigation
has been made. :

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have two supplementary
questions to ask on this affair. When Government funds are at stake the
Deputy Commissioner can make some arrangement to recover t
on behalf of Government but when
education and very slender means
the Government of Assam is the
Government consider that they

he money
the deposits of people with no
are at stake, the answer is in this resnect
agent of the Government of India. Do
are adequately fulfilling thej

C : I respounsibiiities
to protect the depositors in these mushroom banks ? £

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : That is
asking for opinion, Sir.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Do not Government think that the answer to
their own questions show that there is an issue which I haye state

d, Sir ?
The Homn’ble the SPEAKER: The H

1”’ble : on’ble Minister said with
regard to an iudividual question that that was a matter of opinion.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May we know, Sir, what was the
nature of the Government deposit in this Bank ? e

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUD R
Mauzadar in the Nalbari circle deposited the HURI:  Sir, the

et A amount to the : :
transmission to the Gauhati treasury. Bank for

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : O
Government was informed by the Dcputg Conu b gl December

nissioner, Kamrup, t
made some arrange ments to recover the money fr 1 P, that he

o . 5 v om the Bank butin r
to 6 (¢) itissaid that no information has been received from theu]]) : eptly
Commissioner. May we know, Sir, when the last e SBaty

- n i

Government regarding the realisation of the moncey ? SR s el By
The I—Iozll’ble ‘Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI g
last letter regf-.wed from the Deputy Commissioner was on the 10th
ber 1942. Since then no information has been received.

M. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE :
after that?

The Hon’ble Maulavi
not aware of that, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: §
the last letter was reccived from the Deputy Co
December and after that, Sir, more than three

The Hon'bie the SPEAKER -
question.

Mi. BAIDYANAtI‘H MOOKER_]EE: B i dons Nat
nothing has been done in the meantime ? Y Question i that, Sir,

The
Decem-

Sir, did Govern ment  enquire
ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURj; |
J am

> My question iy
Mmmissioner ip the
months hay

I'he hon Member w

this, that

month of
€ elapsed,

why
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Govern-

ment is awaiting the reply from the Deputy Commnissioner, Kamrup
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, how long Government

intends to wait for this reply ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : I think

the reply will come in due coursc.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, is not a period of three
months more than sulficient to get a reply to such an enquiry ? o
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Sir, th:
lso a quecstion of opinion whether the time is sufficient or nnl. T

is a
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, whatis the Government

opinion ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: An h
2 : on.

Member cannot ask for Government opinion, Sir, he can put a questi
Mr. B{&IDYA.NATH_ MOOKERJEE: Sir, when the Dc:n[u[‘;; 1((:,[]‘
missioner will be in a position to reply ? s S
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: He will
. - AN

certainly reply, Sir.
Srijut. ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI- Sir, may we know

whether the Government moncy has been recovered or not ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : (;
ment have no information, Sir. : Govern-
Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI - M:
know, Sir, when the Deputy Commissioner will be in a ]'mt:it-inn t‘. | W(.‘;
‘'he Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: to roply ;
with the Deputy Clommissioner, Sir, moracthan with (he (;ow:rn'ln(‘nlat lies
Babu KA.MINI KUMAR SEN: May we know. Sir “}h(-‘“l.”
itled to deposit Government money in = IJ'zi\"m: I:;:]] t_l)m

mauzadars arc ent _ v
The Hon’ble the 5D AKER: That question does not arise but
¥ any

the Hon’ble Minister may reply.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDH o B

mauzadar prol)ab]y took the most cxpeditious means for Lt];‘l}llllﬂ.ln.'k‘l_l'; the

the money to the headquarters. SHiission of
Eabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Sir, was there no treasury in th

locality ? I e
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: T}

in Nalbari, Sir, and I don’t think that there is a treasury there. LT

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

way

STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)

Hire money of a Bus

Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ asked :

#g5. Will Government be pleased to state—
{a) Whether thev have received a petition dated the 11¢
her 1942 tiom Babu Bhupendra Nath Gupta nf}:1 ?IIOVCIITE‘
bazar rezarding his claim for hire money in respect LB L=
bus No.ASE 425 ? pect . of his
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(b) 1f so, what orders have been passed on the same ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that the Inspector General of Police by
his letter No.6644-50, dated the 19th March 1942, assured
payment of hire at Rs.20 per diem until the date of payment
ol 1st instalinent of purchase mouney «f the bus at 75 per
cent.?

(d) 1f so, when Government proposs to pay the hire money to the
petitioner accordingly ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied :

85. (@)—Yes ; the petition was of 12th November,
(&) —The petitioner was informed that hire charges would be
able only for one month. e DAY
(¢)—No. In his letter No.F.5644-50 of 19th M
General informed petitioner that hire charges could only
period prior to purchase, which would be the date of pay
ment of purchase money at 75 per cent.  Petitioner was
the date of purchase would be the date of service of
tion.

arch the Inspector
be paid for the
Mment of the instal-
informed latey that
aotice of acquisi-
(d)—Does not arise.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOQCKERJEE : Sir, is it

bus was taken it was given to understand that the !/

] HIre money wor :
at the rate of Rs. 20 per day till' the first payment of tﬁe V?;ldpl:)e b
T cent.

of the value that would be paid ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Siv MUHAMMAD
No, Sir. What actually happened is this. Originall
thought lthat these buses would be required for a monthkur 1\3 _Government
at the time of first requisition, it was stated that hire mope wend thercfore
for ti}e period but soon ;.xfter when it was found that thc‘y b“’ould be given
required for a longer period, Government gave notice to t} Ul
the buses would be purchased and hire money would be of = Gwners tha
month. St a e s

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: M, :
and date of the notice and the procedure as to how '{t \\:a(?s l;:::::dtl*;e number

The How’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA '

That is a new question, Sir, I want notics. MMAD SAADULLA.:

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Wil g
enquire and let us know about the date and number of flff”;';‘t?“t

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD g4 e
we are proroguing today it is not possible to lay ip thi DULLA: s
formation required by my hon. Friend. If he wants that LD Hpuse the in.
he should give me a chit and I will procure the informat-partmulal‘ date

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: g g lon. :
the 25 per cent. of the purchase money h

owners of the buses ? ‘

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Siv MUH ARitg A .
was not paid but I have instructed the Finance l)‘)p{i't SA‘A‘DULLA ;
payment. e

SAADULLA .

kindly

as Y I ) :

P It
O Tmmedjate
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Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Which Department of
the Government is going to make the payment, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

Finance Department will produce the money and the Police Department

will disburse.

Number of Muslims in class III of the Assam School Service

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

#86. Will Government be plc:iscd to state—

(@) The number of Muslims appointed in class IIT of the Assam
School Service, in the years 1940, 1941 and 1942 from each
of the sub-divisions of Sylhet and Cachar districts (to be
shown sub-division by sub-division separately) ?

(b) The principle on which such appointments are made in the
Surma Valley ?

(¢) The percentage of Surma Valley Muslims in the said ser-

vice ?

(d) The number of vacancics (:I'tllﬂl.' permanent or temporary which
occurred in the said service 1 the Surma Valley from Janu-

: l 5 ]

ary 1942 to February 1943 :

(¢) By whom thesc vacancies have been filled up and what is the
home address of each candidate ?

( ) The number of registered gm‘duutcl candidates from each of
the sub-division of the districts of Cachar and Sylhet for the

said service ?

The Hon’ble Khan Rahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN

replied :

86. () to (f )—Information is called for.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: MEW I know fr'um the Hon’ble
Minister of Education when did Government  receive my question ?

4 " 1 age 2
How long ago questions were recerved by Government

The Hon’ble Khan Bihadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : [t

was received on the 8th of March. .
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Could it not be possible (o get the
reply from the Director of Public Instruction within this time ? .
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur .Maulavl SAYIDUR RAHMAN: No,
Sir. The Director of Public Instruction could not supply the information
and therefore the Inspector ol Schools has been asked to supply it,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Did the office give any reason
why this information could not be supphcd ¢

The Howble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: No
reason has been assigned, Sir. 'L'he figures have been called for {yom the
Inspector of Schools.

s

*
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Incorporation of sectional holidays in the list of general holidays
Mr. BAIDYANATH M OCKER JEE asked :

*87. Will Government be pleased to state \\‘lmt.' aCtiQﬂ they ha\rcE:jaken
on the following resolution passed in the tenth session of the Assam uca-
tional Conference held at Shillong in May 1940 ?

“(¢) Resolved that all the sectional holidays be incorporated in the

list of general holidays and the total number of holidays be increased
Accordingly,”

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

87.—The qiestion of incorporating the section

al holidays in the list
of general holidays is under the consideration of Go

vernment but they do

Not see any reason to increase the total number of general holidays, y

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I enquire of the Hon’ble
Minister how long Government will take to consider the matter finally »

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN . I
think, it will be done very soon, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Is ALanotay: vervilong standing
complaint from the public that these sectional holida

ys are to b

€ turned
into general holidays ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDU

must be. But this matter has been brought to the notj
ment only by this question.

R RAHMAN: 1,

ce of the Govern-

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Dearth of paper in the Province
Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

64. (a) Are Government
paper in the Province and pe
it ?

aware that there has been 3 o
ople are experiencing great inCODVeni

(b) If so, do Government propose to n'ml::e suit_:-ll)le Arrange,
that school authorities may get papers necessary for theip schog] = Nents gq

PUrDoseg

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR R AHM
AN

replied :

64. (a)—Yes ;
t is der the considerat;
(”)"The Qaster 15 un ion of the GOVErnment.
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Babu NIRENDRA P‘{A'!'.H DEV: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly
inform us if they are (_:(ms:dcrm:_ the guestion of supplying paper to the
Newspapers 1n view of the fact that some Newspapers are curtailing their
en some have got to stop their papers ? f

The Hon’ble Khan B:}hadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : [ am
concerned with the Education Department only.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: My question is al aper pa
ing, Sir. Will the Hon’ble Prime Minister please ,-(.],]\.?rl oout paper supply

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

As my hon. Friend kn(?“” that it is under the Central Government, [ wiil
refer the matter to them.

Grants-in-aid to Junior and High Madrasas of Assam Valley

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

65. (a) Will Government ht_: pleased to state the amount of aid granted
by Government 1n the current financial year to  each  Junior and ‘”iu;h

Madrasa of the Assam Valley ?
(b) Are Government aware that without increased  grant it is difii
cult to maintain these institutions now ? L 18 clin~
(¢) If so, do Government — propose to take adequate steps
increase the grants of these institutions ? juatc steps to
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :
65. (a)—A statement is laid on the Library table.
(h)—Government recognise that  increased  grants would be very
helpful to these institutions. - bE very
¢)—Increased grants are and will be given within the limits of
funds available for this purpose at the disposal of the Government. s of the

Paper scarcity in the Province

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked:

66. (a) Are Government aware that the Province is passing through

severe paper scarcity ?
(b) If so, what steps do Government propose to take to remove the

scarcity and to ensure a proper supply ol paper to students of educational

( ) -E;O()d I’lllm])(“,l Of

Khatas for their use in classes ? )
(d) Do Government propose to instruct the school authorities to do

away with Khatas which the students are to purchase ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAY
replied : A IDUR RAHMAN

66. (a)—Yes.
(b)—The matter is under thé consideration of the Government

(¢)—Yes.
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(d)—Both the Director of Public Instruction and the Inspectors of
Schools have issued instructions to the School authorities to explore all
possible avenues to economise the use of paper.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: In view of the urgency of the matter,
will Government make it a point to come to a final decision immediately ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Yes,

ir,

Qut-patient dispensaries in Jowai Sub-division
Rev. L. GATPHOH asked :

67. Will Government be pleased (o state—

(@) The number of Government out-

S £ I patient dispensaries in the
ub-division of Jowai :

(6) The names of localities where
pensaries in that Sub-division ?
(¢) The distances intervening them ?

there are Government dis-

68. Will Government be pleased to state the reasons why there g o
Government dispensary at the headquarters of the Sub-division of Jowaj ?
69. Isit a fact that the people of the Sub-division of Jow
representing their medical needs to the local Government,
memorials since 1925 until now ?

b ail ll'd.V(.‘. bCCl'l
m the form of

70. Will Government be pleased to state—

(2) The names of local bodies or Christian Missions oy Medical
practitioners in the Sub-division of Jowai to whom medjeqt
grants are given ? i
(6) The amount of each such grant ?

(¢) The conditions under which the said grants-in-aid ape given ?
(4) Whether the people are entitled to get medicine free o, b
paymg one anna per ticket from the dispensaries in ltl )
1at

Sub-division, which are receivi : e
H are recewving grants-in-- S ~
ment ? i) aid from Govern-

The Hon’ble Miss MAViIS DUNN replied :

67. (a)—Three (two regular and one travelling).

(b)—The regular dispensaries are at Nongtalang and Dawk;
(¢)—About 6 steep miles. '

68.—The Welsh Mission Hospital there has so far
the Jowai town.

Rev. L, GATPHOH : May I know the intention of Go
give aid 10 the Mission Hospitals, the responsibilities of whig}, a
by Government ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: 1Itis in orde

: G to ojy
relief to the poor people who are treated in the Mission HOSp;tils\'e Medjey)

served  the Needg of

Vernmey ¢ ”

I'e not bUrne

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied
69.—Yes.
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Rev. L. GATPHOH : Regarding Question No, 69, Sir, what steps
Government have taken to remove the grievances ol the people ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: We think, there were no
gricvances from those people.  So, no step had to be taken.

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

70. (¢)—The Welsh Mission at Jowai and Shangpung and the 1 a
Catholic Mission at Raliang. ghiog and. the RouRe

(b))—The grants are as under—

Rs.
J‘OWEII 1,5007
Shangpung 250 »Recurring.
Raliang ... 750

(¢)—For maintenance of the respective dispensaries.
(d)—As far as Government arc aware really indigent pecople served
by these Mission dispensaries are receiving medicines free of charge
Rev. L. GATPHOH : Regarding Question No. 70 (a), will Govern-
ment please state whether the hospitals at Jowai, Shangpung and Railang

are run by qualified doctors ?
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Government have no informa-

tion.
Rev. L. GATPHOH : Will Government enquire into this ?
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Very well, Sir.

Rev. L. GATPHOH : As rcgards Question No. 70(d), what is the
Government source of information and are they sure of it ? 3 : s the
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: We have so far receive
complaints from the Civil Surgeon. We understand Lhaatothl(‘;u)::zcilytd -
than really indigent people do not receive medicines free. peoplc: other

B%e\}r]. L. (?ATP%']IOH: Have Government made any provision for
half of the people in this area in question to serve with e : O
c:harge 2 PEOP 1 erve with medicines free of

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: We mad .
we believe, such provision is made for at least half 0[? tﬁg ;23;;:5’6[ ]:I“t

1e

arca.

Requisition of guns by Government
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

71. Will Government to pleased to state—

(¢) Why the guns of Babu Nalini Nath Chaudl 2
Niranjan Roy of Beheli in the Sub-division l)lllrsff:ljgg B’:bu‘
have been scized by Government ? g any]

(b) Whether the Sub-divisional Officer, Sunamganj has i
the seizure of the aforesaid guns ? J. f1as ordered fpr

(¢) Whether the aforesaid gentlemen joined the recent political
movement ? P

(d) 1f so, what are the reports against them ?

{¢) Whether the officer-in-charge of Sachna thana has submitted an
report against the aforesaid gentlemen viz., Babu Nalin};
Nath Chaudhuri and Babu Niranjan Roy of Beheli before

the reizure of the guns ?
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(/) Whether there had been any subversive activities w1t1;1n the
Sachna thana area from the 9th August up till now :

(¢) Whether the officer-in-charge of Sachna thana 1.1as seized the
guns in his own initiative ?

(k) Whether Government propose to return these guns to their
owners ?

The Honlble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
71. (a) & 7b)—Government understand that the guns have been

requisitioned by Deputy Commissioner in accordance with general orders tor
the purpose of obtaining weapons to supplement police armouries.

(¢:—Government have no information on the point.

_ (d) & (e)—Government are not prepared to disclose the contents
of reports in such matters.

(/f)—Government have no information.

(g)—No.
(h)—Government will pass orders on receipt of reports of the
results of the requisitioning. :

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI :
the principle of selection ?  Why there was
only, and not to others ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: |
was done at the discretion of the Deputy Commissioner. s
: Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Do we understand that this requisi
tion 'cl)‘ilthc}%un:l:ls 111;({:16 only for a temporary period ? Sl
e Hon’ble lav: S .
Ves, Sin. aulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Isit a fact tha
L : : at the local off
were asked to seize the guns of i i officers
bt e £ g eg : of those persons only who Joined the subversive
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid S;
N suth invidions AiSHEton e ﬁade. ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Are

aware that this order of requisitioning of sun 01
local merchants helpless ? g guns renderstthe position of the

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sj
We have received no complaint toli?;:at effl‘;c?t[ VHAMMBD SAADULLA :

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURTI :

ernment prepared to set down certain rules for the e IS SGga
. . . u
officials in this respect ? guidance of the local

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MU

If instructions were not issued th:se will be givenI:IAMMAD SAADULLA.:
Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ: Have Government given an

to those whose guns were seized ? ¥ Compensati(m
The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD

Not, so far. SAAD
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I kn

man living in Mankachar who had several guns and GQVQOW of a case of

away all of them without k_eepx-n_g a single one for h.rnment ha 4

Government consider th.e du?sxrablhty of allowing one gu 1S owp use. Wil

one of the owners who live in outlying places ? Dat leagt 5

AU What was
requisition  to certain  people

Government

ULLA ,
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

If the hon. Mcember will give me the name of the particular person, T will
surely consider his case.

Total enrolment of Tribal students in all Schools in Nowgong
District T

Srijut DHIRSINGH DEURI asked:

72. Will Government be pleased to state— g
(a) The total enrolment on the Ist of April 1942 and on the st
of January 1943, ol the ‘I'ribal students (both Hills and
Plains) including girls in the Government and aided Hich
and Middle English Schools in the district of Noweone 2
e AL
)

¥

(b)) How many of them were scholarship holders
(¢) How many of them were granted free-studentships in different
schools ?
(d) How many of them were newly admitted in those vears in
different schools of the district ? b=t
(¢) How many Tribal teachers are at present serving in those
schools ? : "
73. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The average number of the Tribal  pupils (both Hj
Plains) including girls reading in the Middle \f(-rnl-{:wllll'llg

and Primary Schools in the district of Nowgong ia{ t]w
year 1942-43 ? gon, _

(b) How many of them werc newly admitted in that vear
different Middle Vernacular Schoolg ? hat year in

(¢) The number of scholarship holders in  thay —

(d) How many teachers from the “Tribal com de

h present serving in those schools ? -OInmunity are at

(¢) How many of these teachers were newly appointed :

schools in the -year 1942-43 ? Y appointed in  those

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN

replied :
72. (a)—(e) & T3. (g)—(e)-—lﬂfOl'mation has been called for.

Re: Divisional Forest Office at Sylhet

Md. ABDUS SALAM asked .
74. (a) Are Government aware that early in February 1943 TV A

vacancy occurred in the office of the Divisional Forest Officer, Sylhet ?
(b) Is it a fact that the said vacancy occurred in the place of a Mus-

lim who went on leave ? :
(¢) Isit a fact that some

Maulavi

Surma Valley Muslims submitted their
candidature for the said vacancy, but none of them was appointed ? '

(d) Are Government aware t_hflt_ the Surma Valley Muslims are un-
der-represented in the office of the Divisional Forest Officer, Sylhet ?

e
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(e) If so, will Government be pleased to state why no Muslim was
appointed in the said vacancy ?

(/) Will Government be pleased to state whether the policy of com-

Munal representation was followed by the Divisional Forest Officer, Sylhet
in this case ?

75. (a) Are Government aware that a number of bamboo Mahaldars
and other contractors submitted their tenders for the gupply of Tarza mat-
ting and cane to the Divisional Forest Officer, Sylhet ?

(b) Is it a fact that the Divisional F

orest Officer, Sylhet granted the
lion’s share of these contracts to one Babu Nani Gopal Das of Sylhet ?

(¢) Isita fact that the said Babu Nani Gopal Das is the son of the
present Head Clerk of the Divisional Forest Officer’s Office ?
(d) Will Government be pleased to state wh

Officer, Sylhet has ignored the claims of the bambo

y the Divisional Forest
in this respect ?

© and cane Mahaldaps
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replieq .

74. (a)—Government
report that this was so.

(b)—Yes.
(¢)—Yes. They were not found suitable.
(d)—This is not the fact. They hold five posts of cl

: erks oyt of seven
{e)—For the reasons already given. -

f)—Yes. In fact th
date whom ke found bhest

select a man from an und

understand from the Conservator Ofy Foreas’
: ‘orests

e Divisional Forest Officer
on a test by merit, but h
er-represented community,
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: In view of the ten] :
question 74(d), may I enquire from the Hon’ble Minister_in_chl'z‘ Slven tq
in reply to my cut Motion in the Budget session of ‘tlhge Whether,
Minister-in-charge of Forests definitely said that the Muslim, on’hle
very much under-represented jn the Forest Departmem 5 (;1 MUnity wasg
were also supplied by Government ? 3a ithe figures
The Hen’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI.
not 1941, Sir. -

NOW it 18 ]943 and
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Can the Hon’pJe inist
that by this time the quota of Muslims in the Surma Valley pa Ster assyre e
up in the Forest Department » S been filleq
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The Quess:
the TForest office in Sylhet, but the hon. Member dra Cstig
But 1

n ig
; 8S the .15 aboyt
am prepared to say that T am taking definite st u
grievance.

APPointed t},4 candi-
as been instructed to

at Sylhet ?

SEC0 l‘emovesugny :hli
uch
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I knoyw fro.
Minister what is the Muslim quota of clerks in the Divigj

Onal FOI‘EStH%] ’ble

The Hon’ble Maulav; MUNAWWAR ALI: That a
heen given fSwey

. B haS alrEa d
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN:  But with regy,q,

offices what is the Muslim quota ? o 101‘631 il
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hop, Mempg, - other

from the main question. s
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI  replied :
75. (a)—There has been no such recent contract.
(by—No.
(¢)—Yes.

(d)—The question does not arise. The individual named received

only a minor fraction of a contract for supply of bamboos

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: [Itis stated that he is the son of the
head clerk and has been granted a fraction of contract for .llu- ;;u henty
bamboos. May I enquire of the Government whether it is a sound 3111'“32 5
for the District officer to select one of his subordinate’s son to bc:I a g’;,,:

tractor ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Government opinion
is that it is not unsound ; if the subordinate’s relative satisfies all llllp ot
terion he should not be debarred on account of his being a relative of whe

subordinate.

Gratuitous relief, rent remission and Agricultural loan to the
Raiyats of Goalpara district

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked:

76. Will Government be pleased to state—

a) The total amount of (i) gratuitous relief, (77) Apri ‘
& and (i) land revenuc (rent) rcmission( g)ivcn'mtlgul:':lilfﬂ lo:}n
Mechpara Wards Estate during the flood of 1345 Bcg}{:ts i

(b Whether Government are aware that during the current
the flood was much more severe and deva-“t'liing‘th flcl_jntthzrfa'll
ale z at o

1345 B.S. ?

(c) If so, what is the total amount of (i) gratuitous reli ; .
cultural loan and (ii7) rent remission grantcéclilsf,tl(u) ag;l-
area during the current year ? 1e samec

77. Will Government be pleased to state the total number of appli
ed for rent remission and grant of agricultural loan for the 1121131;51':;

tions receiv :
Lakhipur and Goalpara Kacharies ?

in Jamadarhat, Chunari,
: d to state whetl

78. (a) will Government be please iether the Deput _

missioner of Goalpara and Sub-Deputy Collectors of Dhubri havcpsu%;)mqgt?d

to Government any report after visiting the flood a_ffcctcd areas in Dhubri

South Bank and Lakhipur I:ega_rdmg grant of gratuitous relief, agricultural

loans and free seed distribution or seed distribution by return system

recently ?
(b) If so, what ac

(¢) Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Revenue Minister has been appro-
ached and informed in various petitions and telegram that unless Afuy - pI()il c?
sceds and 4man paddy seeds are distributed in these areas immcdp‘a ]Y
about 25,000 bighas of land will remain fallow and the distress of the plcacfglg

will know no bounds ?

tion has been taken on these reports ?
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(d) If so, what steps have been taken to supply the cultivators of
these areas with seeds ?

(¢) If no steps have so far been taken, do Government propose to
issue imi.ediate orders for issuing seeds ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

76 & T7.—Information is not available and has been called for from

the local officers. The hon. Member will be informed as soon as it is receiv-
cd ?

78. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Government have allotted the funds asked for by the local

officers.
(¢)—Yes.
(d)—Neccessary funds have been allotted.
(e)—Docs not arise.

Sale of Kerosene and Cloths by permit System

Maulavi MD. ABDUS SALAM asked :

79. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) The names and adldresses of each Keroser

% : 1¢ er 34
the Kanaighat, Gowainghat and Jaintiaplli)r Ir}l;:' holderg of
the North Sylhet Sub-division ? {(To be slatcdaﬂzls under

thana by thana and by each Sarpanch Cir cle.) separatcly

(b) The quantities of Kerosene which each of the .
gets every month ? he Permit holders

80. fa) Is it a fact that Kerosene permits for
granted on the recommendation of the Sub-Deputy Co]
and Kanaighat ?

b) Are Government aware that
Sub-De]Jl(lt)y Collector, Kanaighat, scme percgllitghliwr:%oeréltinePdation of the
who are not bonafide shOp-keepers 2 Sranted 1o those

(¢) 1sit a fact that these
market at high prices ?

(d) Do Government

aintia

lj i Parganils are

CCtors of G g
owalnghat

permit holders sell Kerosene j
In the blaCk

propose to take steps towards

; - : 3 b -
ment and control of Kerosene supply in the Kanaighat Elaj, i?]tt&:t Mangge.
81. (a) Are Govel:nment aware that a standard clot}, sh ure ?
started in the Kanaighat Tahsil Office building under (p, 2P Das pe
Sub-division ? e Nol‘th S}’lhen
(b) Will Government be pleased to state (1) unde R
the said shop has been started and (i) whether the shop lr Whog
for the benefit of the Government Officials only at Kanaj Las been Slg;:ncv
(c) If not, are Government aware that the ge Shat ? r'ted

no free access into the said Tahsil Office building for thlll ili?; Public hay
s

O D R o e i e, € i
de cloth merchant o Or the benefit O som
S of the public ?e bonge
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I"'I('lhe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

79. (a) & (b)—The lists reccived from Deputy C issi :
: ! . ommissioner, | .
are laid on the Library table. e Her; Syhe
80. (a)—Yes, generally.
(b)—Yes, in places where there are no suitable permanent shop-
keeper. I
(¢)—They sell Kerosene under the supervision of panchayats, vil-
lage defence committees, etc.  Their accounts are inspected by officers on
tour who also make enquiries on their general conduct. Promptaction is
taken on specific complaints. ' ptiaction 18
(d)—With reduced supply no other arrangement is possible
81. {a)—For the convenience of poor people of Kanai -
e < e Sanaighat cirel ;
standard cloth is s°nt to Sub-Deputy Collector, Kallaighatglbr su]:- {:3} S;)LI:-II(‘
})COPIC- - sSucn
e (b])_im u{prl(‘f:j (;]rders of the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet () it is
solely for the benefit of the poorer people who cannot afford to come t
Sylhct. to come to
(c)—Public have as much access to it as to the circle office but anv
and everybody cannot get the cloth as it is primarily intended ﬁn'(th)
poorer people only. s =
(d)—No, this will lead to corruption as the shop-k
: . sop-Keeper may se
standard cioth as his own more costly stock. p y sell the

Post of Mah-Sardarship in North Lakhimpur Sub-division

Srijut KARKA DALAY MIRI asked :

82. (a) Is it a fact that the post of Mah-Sardarship fell vacans ;

North Lakhimpur Sub-division in the year 1942 2. P fell vacant in
(b) If so, who was the person appointed ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased tostate whether there WS i

< v

applicant from Miri community ?
(d) If so, will Government be pleased to state Viliciher “tHs

authorities considered the cases of the Miri applicants ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

(d)—The information has been called for from the local

82, (a)—
be supplied to the hon. Member on receipt.

officers and will

Shortage of irom and weaving yarn

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

: 83. (a) Are Government aware that there has been a great shorta, ¢
iron and weaving yarn for which cultivators in the Province are under é:(():ix?
g

great hardships ?
; _(b) Do GOVCI‘I‘_Ament propose to make Jecessary arrangements  earl
to make iron and weaving yarn available to the cultivators ? Bl
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The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA replied :

83. (a)—(1) Shortage of iron and steel —Government are aware that there
is a shortage of iron ; no case of hardship on the part of cultivators has, how-
ever, been brought to the notice of Government.

(2) Shortage of weaving yarn.—Yes. g

(6)—(1) Shortage of iron and steel.—If enquiry, which Government

propose to make, reveals that hardship exists, Government will take up the
matter with the Government of India who have issued orders for the Control
of Steel distribution under the Defence of India Rules, so that local stock
holders’ difficulty in obtaining permissible supplies of steel, if any, may be
removed.

(2) Shorlage of weaving yarn—Yes. The Government of India
for some months past have had under consideratior

me mo 1 a scheme for controlling
the distribution of Cotton yarn from the producing mills to the various
provinces with the purpose of equitably meeting the needs of

sL 00 quitab the hand-
loom weavers. This schemie, when it is given effe

ct tO, ‘\"i,“ g0 a ]Onn- w
: : . i @ a
towards solving the difficulties arising from the N S

shortage of yarn. Mean-
while the Officers of the Weaving Depastment are trying to Zna.ke al"‘"‘i"r‘;
ments for the purchase of yarn dircct from mill agents and it Wi

S supply to the
ores, Gauhatj.

Settlement of Chapari land in Mangaldai with local Assames
people e
Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED asked :

weavers through the Government Emporium and Central St

) 84. (a) Is it a fact that the plot of Chapari land on the southe P L
Mangaldai Town, i.e., Mangaldai village No. 2 measuring about ?l:{(? giﬁi f)[
3 Kathas and 3 Lessas was declared town land under notification No 259 f nas
dated the 28th August 1935 ? 2591-R,

b) Is it a fact that with a view to provide the loca
ple with t(own land, the aforesaid Chapari la.Prjld was decla.rcd] ?ssﬁﬁes'f pcop—
(c) Is ita fact that the aforesaid land has been ordered tonb o
in public auction by the Deputy Com missioner, Datrang under ordc Sc;Id
114, datc;:li 1;:11 %nua;ry 1943 ? Wy S
i fre Lovernment aware that almost the entj
dai town is in possession of non-Assamese people ? e el Mangal.
(¢) Is it a fact that the original proposal was to settle w
Assamese people the lan.d from the aforesaid
tion of reasonable premium to be fixed by Government ?
(f) Do Government propose to scttle the said land wig
Assamese people on realisation of premium ? l
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
84. (a) to (f) — Information has been called for from the |
but has not yet been received and will be supplied to th gcal

offic
s ¢ ho Crs
receipt. . Membey on

ith the Jog;
proposed town area op realisj.1

the lpeq)

Reservation of land in Naoboicha Mouza

Srijut KARKA DALAY MIRI asked:

85.(a) Is it a fact that the local Tribal Member, nf ] R
ly on(b)ehalf of the Miris of the Ranganodi Circle lienL“glslature

North Lakhimpur Sl.lb-division submitt?d a Tépresentatiop i?;N)boicha
to reserve some POVUOI;S of the land which is now settled withn&he. year 104
in Naoboicha Mouza : 1€ Immigiangs
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(b)) Isit a fact that the Hon’ble Premier on that representation
ave an order to reserve some portions of land towards the cast of the
éuorakatajan for the Miris ?
o ~ (¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether the Local authori-
ties Have taken any action according to the Hon’ble Premier’s order ?
(d) Ifso, what is that ?
(¢) If not, do Government propose to take immediate steps in the

matter ?

immigrants have now settled in the arecas towards the cast of the Guoraka-
tajan and whether the local authoritics have now issued pattas in their
names ?
86.(a) Is it a fact that the present immigrant Block is only one-fourth
mile from Garhachigu Miri village ?
(b) Are Government aware that the Miris of some villages of Ranga-
nodi Circle in Naoboicha Mouza often get trouble from the Ennﬁig;-;mts 5 &
(¢) If so, what steps have been or are being taken in the matter ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

85.(a)— Yes.

(b)—Yes.

(c) to (/) and 86 (a) to (¢)—Information has been called for from
the local officers but has not yet been received, it will be supplied to the hon.
Member on receipt.

Number of Madrasas and Title Course Classes in the Province
Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :
87. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The total number of Macrasas, Junior and FHigh Madrasas
el e ' 5 « sas,
Senior Madrasas and Title Course classes in the Province ?
(b) The number of students reading in these Madrasas ? :
(¢) The number of Tols in the Ifrowr'lcc ?
(d) The number of students reading in these Tols ?
(¢) The number of Sanskrit Colleges in the Province ?
) The number of students reading in those Sanskrit Colleues ?
: S - $ . &5 .
(2) thther.thcrc are any Islamic Intermediate Colleges in the

Province ? .

() The number of students reading in such Intermedijate

Colleges ? o
(i) If thereply to (g) above is I the negative, do Government

propose to take nmrfcdlatc steps to start  an  Islamic

Intermediate College : in the Province or to encourage any

such private venturc : ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN

replied :
817. (a)-—Mac_lrasas 192

Junior Madrasas 176
High Madrasas ... 7
Senior Madrasas 38
Title class 1

(6)—12,100.

(e)—202.

(d)—3,030,

(e)—2.

(f) Will Government be pleased to state how many families of

PPN PR W
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(g)—No.

(A)—Does not arise. :

(1)—The question will be considered in the proposed Muslim
Educational Conference.

Adjournment motion re failure of Government to take a.ction against
pexsons resiponsible for assaults on political prisoners
- in Jorhat Jail

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : | have got a notice of
Motion from Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Mr.
want to take leave of the House to move for
to-day. The Motion reads thus :

an adjournment

Speaker, Sir, I
an adjournment of the House

“That this House do now adjourn to consider a definite matter of urgent
public importance of recent occurrence namely, failnre of Government to
take any action up till now against persons responsible for

assaults on political prisoners in Jorhat Jail on the evenj f
1943.”

Sir, this incident took place on the 24th February 1943 andyT drew the
attention of the House to the matter on the 8th March, that is on the Rt
day of the present session.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : On a point of order, Sjr, The matter
was brought before the House, but on the assurance ot the Hon’hle Premier
the matter had to be dropped, mainly on the consideration that the matter
was sub-judice. How does it come up again ?

The Hon’hle the SPEAKER - On the assurance giyven by th
Hon’ble Premier the adjournment Motion was not pressed. It wag n{;t 5
the ground that the mattey was sub-judice. But if it was Sub~judice, (} orIa
do not know whether the matter is still sub-judice. 2 e

Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
matter before the House on the 8th of March
inquiry was going on into the matter,
ries and I am satisfied that thepe was no judicial inquiry
the provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code. -
himself told the lawyers whe wanted to attend
was not' made under the Provisions of the Criminal
but that he was making an

Procedurc Codc,
Manual. That rule says th

investigation under certain rule of the Tail
at whenever there is any distu-rbancc in t}

1¢ Jail shall ask the District Magistrate e ;‘:
the disturbance and the conduct of the off old
concerned, and the Magistrate’s report will be sent to the I“sPC‘Ctor Q Clalg
of Prisons. So the enquiry which was held by the Deput = *Ehera]
was not at all a judicia] inquiry and the matter is not at al| sub,judi;ll&noaer

Sir, it has also transpj; ed during the enquiry that N0 hoyge i
fire at all ; there was not an jota of evidence produceqd to W
the political prisoners attempted to set fire toany houge ;
pound. It was also clear from the enquiry that the
place outside the barracks ; the assault took "place
racks and also inside the dining hall
taking food. On the following morning, the Depyt
paniea by Mr. Gopinath Bardoloi and Mr, Fakhruq

an enquiry into the cause of

as set op
'at any of
he, Jail Com-
ot take
Ping bar-
aActually

. m W
din Ali Ahmed wh?)c;:\_foct?c
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also prisoners in that jail, visited the dining hall and marks of blood could
be seen on the floor of the dining hall. The attack was deliberate. The
non-political prisoners who were serving food were asked to go out of the
barrack, and after they had comc out, the political prisoners were attacked.
No non-political prisoners were attacked. The attack was therefore deli-
berately directed against political prisoners only. What appearcd from the
enquiry was that some cut bamboos were kept inside the jail gate on the
morning of the day of occurrence or on the previous day.
These lathis were used in assaulting the political prisoners. No
information was given of the assault either to the Deputy Commissioner or
to the Superintendent of Police. The Deputy Commissioner or the Supe-
rintendent of Police did not know anything about the incident till the next
morning. The Superintendent of the Jail was informed about 24 hours after

the occurrence had taken place and all this, in spite of the lact that thcrg’t‘/

was telephonic connection between the Jail and the quarters of the officers.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of information,
Sir. ‘The hon. Mover is giving so much information.  May I know what is
the reason for this assault ?

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Asfar as I could gather,
the reason for this assault was this: there was a large number of political
prisoners in the Jorhat jail and the jail authorities could not provide bedding
etc., for them......

The Hom’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Ona
point of order, Sir, is the hon. Mover in order in giving all these details in
moving his adjournment Motion ?

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Please do not get impa-
tient.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It would Ee better for the hon. Mover
to briefly state the facts.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: T am coming to the
point. There was dearth of clothings, utensils and beddings. The mid-
day meal used to be given to these prisoners sometimes at 3 o’clock and
sometimes at 3-30 P.M. and the night meal between 10 and 11 p.m. During
the winter there were notsufficient bilanket. According to rules three blan-
kets had to be provided for each. But this could not be done. So there was
constant friction between the jail staff and these prisoners. The prisoners
used to find fault with the warders. There was friction between the two.
There were two or three instances of hunger strike. All the hunger strikes
ended on the assurance given by the Jail authorities that they would supply
all their wants, but, Sir. these were never complied with.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member is proceeding in a
way as if he is arguing

Srijut ROI‘IINI KIJMAR CHAIIDHURI: NO, Si[‘, I am mcrclY
giving the information. Wikl

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It will simply do if the hon. Member
says that the political prisoners had their grievances which were not redress-
ed and they were persistant in having them redressed.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Very well, Sir. There
was a talk umong the Jail Officials that these prisoners would be given
a lesson ; so this particular day was chosen. Then, Sir, I would like
to state what happened at night. 151 prisoners were injured but no first
guc} was given to all these injured prisoners. At first the number of
‘l!:lj'l,ll‘Cd persons was roughly calculated as 181 but when the calcula-
tion was properly made, it was found that the number was 151.
This correction was made by Mr, Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed. Now, Sir, tha

o 4

S——
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prisoners. The Superin-
of the doctors from the

id not inform any-
: : but he dld_ i :
civil dispensaries of which he was 1n chm‘gilwn 100 prisoners remafl‘ned
body with the result that nearly 100 or mOIems and cries were he:ard rom
unattended during the night. Their SC::‘:"; [ broken heads and d%slgcanon
the other barracks. There were several cas k place on the 24th February,
and fracture of bones, ctc. This incident too ht this matter to t_h_e notice
i. e.., more than a month from now. 1 })!‘011gd'1 . what is the position, Sir ?
of the House on the 8th of March but till to- él?arf" e of these Wwounded
The assailants and their abetters are 11 mm_acmus attack. TIs 1t not
prisoners against whom they had made this ernment not to take any action
a failure or an indifference on the part of G?V « brutal acts ?
against those persons who had committed thes eI
" The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I _thml&é;; AMMAD SAADULLA :
The Hon’_blc L Smyxld Sl:'ustiﬁcation for any adjournment
Mr. Speaker, Sir, there is absolute ytrﬁ)léld by my Friend just now. He has
Motion of the naturcl;vhu.h]hlas be cnu[;staﬂtimc the charge which he has
not also in any way been able to s e T RS e e S of
levelled against the Government. This ma e e - 3
SRS CuSE Deputy Commissioner mentioned in
March when I told the House that_the ep d'y"ll ey e e
leerams that he was holding a judicié b, % .
many teleg : : id that he was still recording the evi-
I pressed him for details, he said tha ] -
When 1 pres : ’ anted he could send it. T tolg him
d if an incomplete report was wan ¢
Cenosianc 1 report but up till now ng report
dite the matter and send a complete rep : I
L0 EXpOCIt Rt by the Secretariat. My Friend My,
has been received either by me or by

: injured
Jail staff did not give any first aid to theszé:l{!iccs
tendent ought to have requisitioned the

Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri said that this report had ah(iiy b(IEeIt]} dﬁsgiatc}%?fj
by the Deputy Commissioner on the 23rd of thlsll‘nond 3 a 1ought, Sir,
t]?a.t this report would in the normal course Corlnﬁ t u?u?nlentfo f:C‘c;"ﬁl’nlsmoner
and so I asked the Chief Seccret ry immediate Y:s'llrs) e tol ﬁndno t} ESflerStiay’
to have telephonic conversation with the Com}mls_ (T::mvcrs'uio . : \A.l 1ether
the report is with hlrr}. The result of this telep mthC'ql u“; ; ln revealed the
fact that the Commisioner Mr. Gum}u‘fg 18 I,mwﬁil : “1 cutta ] 1o )

of medical treatment, The COI’I’II‘I’IISSI:{)DCI' s 0 1(:?:. also cm; V(I not inform th.e
Chief Secretary whether they have received the zl(lipoft‘ JVhen I made this
statement yesterday, Srijut Rohini Kgmar Chau huri p.o?ntcd out that he
had learnt from the Deputy Commissioner that '{hm 1{{1(;{11113}1} wa~s made under
certain provision of the Jail Manual and there OIS (& tI e’ report should
come through the Inspector ~ General of Prisons. 50, 1 again asked the
Chief Secretary to inquire from the Inspector General of

PriSOI‘lS “’hethcr
he received the report and just now Mr. Dennehy has sent me Information

that neither he has received the report nor the Inspector General hags recejy-
ed it yet.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I mterrupt, Sir p |
asked the Deputy Commissioner Mr. Humphrey whether the INquiry wag
over and he told me that he had given thzeg l-tip%:'ltafolr typing and that i
would be posted on the next day, 7.e., on 22nc rch.

The Hgn’ble Maulavi Sai;:id Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUY,
as soon as it was revealed by Mr. Chaudhuri that the re ol
ed and it had already been submitted by thefDi‘zputy ey
every possible action to get hold of a copy of that TEPOTt S0 tha¢ ) T
lay it or portions before the House. So, Slu', It 15 clear thgy 1 took all
possible steps in order to get the report andHt 1ehn come to g decision
hon. Friend wants to forestall judgment. ¢ had the aqdy

the pPurpose

: Sir
Port had heep fuich’
Commlssioner

i - My
. . . A e a?-(, 01 . =L
viewing Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi in the Jorhat Jajj, This Eonceqq;;‘;mI
gave to my hon. Friend in spite of Government of India’s S injlll.ncti:)n



S04 ADJOURNMENT MOTION [27711 MAR.

that security prisoners cannot have any interview except with their own
family members. He has given me certain facts which he has collected at
Jorhat. In short he held a non-official enquiry which I foresaw when
I replied to his telegram early this month.

Srijut ‘I_{OHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a point of personal
explanation, Sir. g

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1
am not giving way.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
There is no personal explanation.

My hon. Frict_ul has spoken in a manner as if he was an eye witness to
the occurrence wl_nch took_placc on the 24th. He has said that sticks were col-
lected previously in the Jail gates ;  this fact clearly shows that he must have
made the inquiry from somebody else hbecause Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi
cannot come out to the J?l_il gate. So, I will not be far out of the mark if
I say that on a plc;_at for an interview with one of our colleagues he did hold
some sort of inquiry. The concession which I allowed him enabled Mr.
Chaudhuri to make an unofficial inquiry, the result of which he has placed
before this House already.

If I fail to come to a decision after receipt of report, it T find that
the Deputy Commissioner by reliable evidence has found certain jail
officers guilty but still T fail to punish them, then alone this .’l(l]'f)ul‘nln‘::nt
Motion would be relevant. At the present moment without ‘zany facts
before the Government to come to a decision, it is improper to censure by

an adjournment Motion.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am

very much surprisc‘d and sorry to find the Hon’ble Prime Minister speak-
ing' on mere surmises. I did not hear anything from Srijut Gopinath
Bardoloi about the jail incident. The restriction imposed on me was that
we could not discqss anything except family affairs’; that the inl(;r\'it‘w
was to take place in the presence of either the Superintendent or the 1)-e )u,ty
Commissioncr and to be conducted in English. 1 think, the Hon’ble Premjer
is not at all correct in saying that I got these facts from Mr. Bardoloj
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Premier never s11cl
fhapy, Elegid fhat these Facts. LS .COHCC‘L'f:d from outside, that thé h:)n
Member taking the opportunity of nterviewing Srijut Gopinath Bnrdoloi-
went to Jorhat and made a non-official inquiry there. That is the subs-

tance of what he said.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: What is the wrong in

t 7
tha The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

thing.

No Ba_gbu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: ] want to
know what is the reply of the Hon’ble Premier to the charge that the inquiry
was not a judicial one ? ¥

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
1 have not got the report of the Deputy Commissioner as yet. I read ou;t
to the House all the telegrams that were received [rom him ; in every
telegram, Sir, he used the words *‘judicial enquiry”. '

Srijut ROHINYI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The substratum of my
Motion is the failure of Government to take any action within such a
length of time. More than a month has elapsed since the incident had
f.akf:&l Placi, anld never in - the history of Assam had such an outrageous
incident taken place before, These people were assaulted inside the jail

e
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of which Government is in charge ; no one came from outside and it is
the jail authorities who are responsible for this assault, it does not matter
whether  they were assaulted by this warder or that warder, or this
person or that person. The point is that these prisoners were in the
custody of Government and Government arc certainly responsible for their
safety.  UIp till now not only has no action been taken, the assailants are
still in-charge of the prisoners. Can you imagine a more astounding
position where the persons assaulted are kept in-charge of the assailants ?
‘The assailants have neither been punished nor removed from that place.
Is it not a failure on the part of Government ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Granting all these, I would say that
the hon. Member the other day postponed the matter on the assurance
given by the Hon’ble Premier that an enquiry had been going on, the
results of which would be placed before the House. Now, the enquiry has
bheen made and a report would come to Government in due course. The
Hon’ble Premier said that he tried his best to get hold of the report, but
has not got it up till now ; and t!lcrclbrc l}c is not in a Pposition to’ do
anything now. The Hon’ble Premier has given reasons why he has not
been able up till now to place the report before the House, and it is fi
the hon. Members to consider whether Government desep any c15 =
for that failure. Lsunc

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 am afraid, I have ot
been able to make mysell quite clear. My question is this - firstly, do
Government admit that so many political prisoners were assaulted -
secondly, by whom were they assaulted—were they assualted by persons
not corpEeielawitithe Jail t.e., outsiders who might have got entry into
the jail compound, and if'so, did the jail authorities know anything about
those assailants ?

Sir, it cannot be denied that the political prisoners were assaulted -
it cannot be denied that they were assaulted by some persons belonc' :
to the jail stafl ; it cannot al o be denied that this incident wag knglng
to the jail authorities. If all these facts are admitted, v

erve

’ 3 and it j
admitted that no action has up tiJl now been taken againsltt ti]se a.ls.ci
authorities, are these facts not sufficient condemnation of the Govcjal
ment ? o

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Before taking action G
are having an cnquiry made ; that is the point t’the Hon’blgvg:-lg;ﬁg:
stressed.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA-

All those questions that my learned Friend has put are questi

My hon. Friend has collected certain facts, anpd I am t(}-yfl?go?s of fact.
facts from the Deputy Commissioner who is supposed to make agpt .t.he
enquiry. Whether the enquiry is judicial or one under the Jail fitetal
ment Manual, Go_vernmcnt up till now have not receive
about the facts which my hon. Friend alleged. He wants
unish certain persons without ascertaining the facts, I leave ; ment to
fair sense of the House whether Government should be CCnSureclltfto the
failure. 1 have clO}le my best to get the report ; T had asked ) Or thig
Secretary 1O obtain the report fr::)m the Commissione,-b Chier
message which revealed that the Commissioner was out Oni
His office could not say anything about that TePOrt.  Whay mlf{ Station,
do ? 1have done my level best. 'As 1 l?ave said, if thier g )01:3 could I
that the jail stafl' is guilty, they will certainly be Punisheq . t%l?”}: reveals
hon. Friend has got to wait. then my

d any
Govern
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Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: What assurance the

Hon’ble Prime Minister can give about the safety and better treatment of
these prisoners in the meantime ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Up till now there have been no further complaints. I do not think the
jail-staff will dare to do anything when the Deputy Commissioner is there
and he has made a thorough enquiry.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Ona point of information.
In view of the fact that the Hon’ble Prime Minister gave us an assurance
that after the enquiry was made the report would be placed before the
House, I wantto know whether the purport of that assurance was sent
in somec form or other to the enquiring officer that the Government wanted
the report in sufficient time early to be placed before this House. T find that
whatever has been done by the Hon’ble Prime Minister has been done
recently. May I know, after the adjournment Motion was moved whether
Government took necessary steps  to obtain the report in time for pre-
sentation before the House ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The Deputy Commissioner was asked to expedite his enquiry.  He was not
told that this was required for the purpose of placing the report before
the House, but he was asked to expedite the enquiry and send the report
immediately after the enquiry had been finished.

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: As a result
of this unfortunate incident there must have been created some sort of ill-
feeling between the prisoners and the jail-stafl. 1s it not therefore desira-
ble to transfer the stalf pending the enquiry 2

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I don’t think that steps should be taken without sceing the report.

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Notas a
matter of punishment, but as a matter of expediency so that there may not
be recurrence of such incidents in future.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
1 am afraid, it will mean the wholesale transfer of everybody there, Fron
the jailor down to the war(!cr, lMorcovcr, even if we transfer them on
the ground of expediency, it will be tantamount to transferring them
as a punishment ; that step I do not want to take without Jooking into
the report of the Deputy Commissioner. _
Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV : In view of the fact that the Hon’ble
Prime Minister had kindly agrgcd to plac’e the report before the hon.
Members, if received in time, will the Hon’ble Prime Minister kindly con-
sider sending copies of the report to each hon. Member ?
The reporis are generally treated as C.onﬁdentlal dpcuments, and are not
published. But in view of the very ssrious nature of the charge, I propose
to lay the report or portions thercof before the Housc where Members
have got some rights and privileges which the public outside have not got.
Therefore I do not propose to issuc the report, even to hon. Members
outside this House.
Babu NIReNDRA NATH DEV: I wasnot suggesting to issue it to
the public, but to the hon. Members of chis House.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Siv MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
1 am prepared tolay the report hefore the House, butnot to send copies
to the respective homes of the hon. Members.
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Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDdI-gURI: Will Government please
bublish the report as soon as it is received :

] The Horil’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I cannot say anything without seeing the report. |

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Will any
communique be issued on it ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Probably, a press note will be issued.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Will Government please
expedite the matter and get the report as quickly as possible ?

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, is it in order for Minister
of this Government to be cross examined in this way on an adjournment
Motien ?

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: This
examination. ]

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This cannot be called Cross examina-
tion. 'The hon. Member is trying to get as much information a¢ possible to
satisfy himself,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
This is a very important matter and therefore as soon as the epOTE RS peks: d
by the Chief Secretary, I will take it into consideration, S tC

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : In the Circumst
in which T am placed, I cannot but agree not to press this Motjon iR

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Member does not pll"ess hi
Motion for leave. Therefore, it is not necessary for me tqo give a rulj 3
whether the Motion is in order or not. thg

Presentation of the authenticated Schedule of .
penditure for the year 1943.44. authorised ex.
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI:

present the authenticated Schedule * of authorised expenditure for
1943-44.

1s not Cross

I beg to
the year

Presentation of the authenticated Schedule of ay :
diture in relation to Supplementary Demands for .él:.g‘:tsseﬂf expen-
AT year 1942-43, or the
The Hon e Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUD :
present the authenticated Schedule * of authorised (:XPcn?itIiiI s Iieg. to
to Supplementary Demands for Grants for the year 1942-43 R
The Assam Court of Wards (Delegation of Powers) -Bill 1
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: The next item is, considera: i
Assam Court of Wards (Delegation of Powers) Bill, 1943, ¢lay gon s
There is no amendment. Ts it not so ? ) S€ by clauge.
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, i,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then the Hon’ble Mip;
once move that the Bill be passed. ster may ga¢

The Hon’hle Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT

Mr, ; y
beg to move that the Assam Court of Wards (Delegation Sor;eaker, Sir, 1
1943, be passed. POWC‘"S) Bil}
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion Moved jg ¢ ;

of Wards (Delegation of Powers) Bill, 1943 b hat the
Gdurt ( (A & asd) € Dasseq Assam
Then I am putting the question. The question i .
““That the Assam Court of Wards (Delegatiop, of i’m ]
passed. VErs) Bill, 1943 pe
(dfter a pause)
The question was adopteq,

*See Appendices E andF, o
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liation (Amendment) Bill, 1942

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then we take up consideration of the

Assam Debt Conciliation (Amcndmcnt) Bill, 1942, clause by clause.
There is no amendment to the Bill. The Hon’ble Minister may at once

move that the Bill be passed.
MUNAWWAR ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir,l

The Hon’ble Maulavi
Assam Debt Conciliation (Amendment)  Bill, 1942

The Assam Debt Conci

beg to move that the

be passed. )
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Motion moved is that the
Asgsam Debt Conciliation (Amcndmcnt) Bill, 1942 be passed.
(After a pause)
The question is:

Then I am putting the question.
(Amendment) Bill, 1942 be passed.

«That the Assam Debt Conciliation
(After a pause)
The question was adopted.

The Assam Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments)

(Amendment) Bill, 1943.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The next item is No. 5A. The
Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir Muhammad Saadulla to move for leave to
introduce the A:sam Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments)

(Amendment) Bill, 1943.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

I have already written to His Excellency to send his recommendation, but 1
have not yet received the same. This subject requires his previous consent

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : So I shall take up other items.

Item No. 0.
Government Motion 7¢ Agricultural Marketing Scheme

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg

to move : \
«That this House approves that the term of the Agricultural

Marketing Scheme, which will expire on the 31st March 1943, be extended

till the end of the year 1943-44”.
Sir, the Marketing Scheme of the Agricultural Department was inau-

gurated with the financial assistance of the Government of India. In 1935
the Government of India sanctioned a sum of Rs. 2 lakhs for the develop-
ment of the Marketing in the different provinces of India and the allotmci]t
to this Province was Rs. 50,000. That sum was to be spent _over a period
of 5 years and that term expired on the 31st January 1940. The Retrench-
Committee of 1937 recommended that the life of the Scheme should
d beyond that date without taking the previous approval
ce with that recommendation approval
of the chislaturc was obtained every year since 1940. The hon. Members
- of this House approved the extension of the life of this Scheme till 3lst
March 1943 and as the Government now proposcs to extend it til]l the end
(I)_Ifthe financial year 1943-44, this Motion has been brought before the
ouse.

.Sir, I shall briefly narrate some of the works done by this Department

during the year 1942." It may be summed up thus:—
(1) Regular marketing surveys for eight commoditics were  under-

tf‘ken and considerable progress was made.
(2) Fnll{l;i‘ir‘:’orstths. 5,078 were disposed of through the Fruit Mar-
g Scheme in Calcutta up to 31st December 1942.

3 ¥
(3) A“f"g?goif;l;nts were made for the starting of four grading stations
ges and eggs by 31st December 1942. Eggs worth

ment
not be extende
of the Legislature and in accordan
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about Rs. 4,000 were graded under the Agmark Scheme up to
31st December 1942, .

(4) From information obtained from traders who had been induced
by the Marketing Section to deal in Agmark commuiodities it is
found that during the calendar year 1942 Agmark ghee, ata
and mustard oil worth approximately Rs.73,000 were sold in
Assam markets. ! .

(5) Large quantities of foodstuffs were supplied to deficit areas, ViZ.,
potatoes worth Rs.55,000 were supplied to the Lakhimpur dis-
trict and chicken and eggs were supplied through traders to
Digboi. ; _

(6) Seeds approximately worth Rs.2,38,000 (including freights) for
the Grow More Food Campaign were purchased and distribu-
ted to the circles of the different Deputy Directors.

(7) The information in the possession of Marketing Section was of
considerable help to the Government and the Military pur-
chase oflicers.

(8) The Marketing Section made its contribution to the war efforts
In various ways, in such du‘ect!o?s as_price control, requisition-
ing supplies, collection and suppiy of information of economic
importance, etc.

I hope, the hon. Members, in view o the fact th
quite useful work for the Province, will fully realise t}
extension and I appeal to them to accept this Motion of the Government

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved is that this Fions
approves that the term of Agricultural Marketing Scheme, which will ex ir:
on the 31st March 1943, be extended till the end of the year 1943.44 >

B ot the A RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: My, Sheql,
Sir, in spite of the rosy picture which has been presented by the I?Io ’l‘:f’
Minister to this House about the M et

arketing Scheme, we People outsi i
L i side
House have heard nothing of the work or seen any evidence except oﬁus
when we saw a pmeapple presented to the Hon’ble Premier as g result of tfxc
Marketing Scheme of this Province. ... (Laughter) 3

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That was about 5 or ¢ years ao
Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUBDHUS )
pineapple was shown in this House but not in the market, §;. sinc u}%c
Supply Department has been opened under this Government which cd ; Ic
ing with all _foodstuﬂ's we do not find any necessity of this Scheme tls dea I
with the agricultural produce at the present moment. UEE?

Again, so far as the market outside the Province is concerned, the whe 1
of affairs has changed otherwise ang we want to retain the agricuitural 5
duce within the borders of our Province. We do not Pro-

market outside the Province, say at Galcutta or elsewhere, Ej;}; is_tlil.avc a
Province the agricultura] produces are sold at such a high price tha; in the
not want that our officers shoylq go out of the Province to create we do
In the circumstances, there is ng utility whatever for retain;j 2 market,

at this Scheme hag done
'€ necessity of its further

. ng 1 .
after the opening of the Supply Department. I appeal to the ti};s Section
this House not to support this Scheme and to put an enqd ¢ €mbers of

under the present circumstances. With these words, Sip Cithm Scheme
Motion. ? OPPose this

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, duri,
session we heard from the Hon’ble Prime Minister that 1,
before the House Wlfih the Scheme because the COHStitut' .
suspension and practically more than half of the e

he assured that he would see whether there was any necf‘ssity W[}’as over and
- or

* the Scheme

’
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being continued in the next year and whether Government of India sanction
adequate amount for the continuance of this Scheme and in case he was
not satisfied as to the utility of the Scheme, he would not come before the
House in future.

Sir, so far as the duties of the Marketing Section are concerned he gave
us a list. I have got that list with me. They were from (a) to (£).

(a) Furnishing information on marketing questions to interested officers
and private parties.

(b) Securing facilities from transport agencies for the movement of
agricultural commodities at concessional rates.

Sir, I think, it will be better if I read and criticise the items onc by one
with what I have got to say against all these. )

Sir, so far as (a) is concerned, as it has already been said by my hon.
Friend Mr. Dakshina Ranjan Gupta Chaudhuri that at present the conditions
are such that we need not employ any officer or engage any stafl’ for the
marketing purposes because it is better for us if our produces are kept inside
the Province not only for our use but for others who have for some reasons
or others come to this Province and who can use even the ¢ costly” pineapple
or oranges in the Province.

As regards (b), I mean, Sir, regarding transport facilities, T think, and
the Hon’ble Prime Minister will also admit that not to speak of these
marketing officers, even the Hon’ble Prime Minister himself feels the difti-
culty in arranging waggons for importing the most essential commodities of
our life.

Sir, as regards (c), improving packing of perishable commodities
particularly fruits, he gave us an example that wrapping of fruits by paper
might save other fruits being rotten though there may be one or two such
rotten fruits. Sir, this is well-known to us by this, time of course. But I do
not think that anything else has been done in this direction. At least
nothing has been mentioned by Government that they have made any im-
provement of any other kind of this nature.

As regards (d), Sir, exploring new market for agricultural commodities,
the argument that I have advanced in the case of () stands good here also.

As regards (e), collecting information about prices, Sir, what is the
good of collecting information about prices from outside if it is not possible
for us to send these g ods outside the Province and morecover, as I have
stated that there is no necessity at present of sending these goods to outside.

Then, Sir, as regards ( /), conducting marketing surveys for the Go-
vernment of India, whether there is any necessity or not in this direction it
is the Government of India to say. If they think so, I think, they must bear
the cost of the Scheme and we should not pay anything.

As regards (g) organizing better marketing of agricultural commadities,
my arguments advanced in the case of (a) and (d) may be equally appli-
cable in this case also. : .

Then (k), planning production according to market requirements. Sir,
as I have already said, that at present, there is no necessity ol making any
such plan separately because there is another Department i.e., the Grow
More Food Campaign about which we have heard so much and expect
so much. When there will be a separate Department for which an amount
of Rs.lﬁilacs will be spent, I hope, there will be some proper organisation,
and so far as this point is concerned, it may easily and well be done
by that Department.

Then, Sir, (), grading of agricultural produce. The hon. Members can
well unders.tand Whether there is any necessity for maintaining any depart-
ment for this purpose,

e
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Then, Sir, (£), adoption of measures for the passing of Acts calculated to
improve the marketing of agricultural commodities. The other day an hon.
Member of the European Group brought in this point by a cut Motion before
this House as to what Government had done in this direction. Sir, now it is
for Government to show after all these points have been discussed whether
there is any necessity or justification for maintaining such a department.
Now, Sir, as regards the financial side, it will be found from the Budget
that the money that is required under this Scheme is gradually increasing
and moreover last year we heard and it was shown in the Budget also
that our Government received Rs.9 lakhs from the India Government to
this account. But this year, Sir, very conveniently 8 to 9 heads of expendi-
ture have been shown and after that a bracket has been put and a lump sum

shown and it is very difficult for us to know how much we are getting from
the Central Government for this Scheme

Moreover, this Marketing Scheme
may well be termed as a ‘blufling scheme’. Sir, relying on ths reports of this
Section, what blunder our Hon’ble Prime M

; . : linister committed in declaring
that our Province is a surplus Province so far as rice is concerned is I;.now;
to all.  Sir, this Department was originally at expired on

meant for 5 years th
the 31st of March, 1942 and another year’s extension was asked for by th
Government for special circumstances. But, Sir, nothing has been Shey the
justify its continuance and I think. that the Government will dro \vq 5
Scheme and save some money which may be conveniently used fbrp s
beneficial purposes. other
With these words, Sir, T oppose the Motion.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I like to speak 3 f
words regarding this Motion. I think, the services of the Marketing‘Q [ e\‘v
are necessary for our Province for trade purposes and also for €ncoura 3
the growth of foodstuffs and fruits. There are fruits, e, 8., oranges Sing
pineapples which cannot be consumed in the Province because masgs aand
cannot fully use them.  For the encouragement of cotton cultivation }Tuople
think, the services of this Marketing Section is necessary., QOf ¢ 2}30, I
services rendert.:d by the officer in charge to carry out the Schemeoul se, the
be satisfactory just at the moment but for this VEery reason [ don,t“}%y not
should drop this Scheme. We should rather encourage it by giving ¢ t an.we
say another one year. I think, Rev. Nichols-Roy will be a great ffOszinef time
precluded from selling his fruits outside the Provin ce and there o if he ig
other reasons I Wwill not mention here. I think, the Scheme 2 Many
extended for at least a year more. should pe

With these few words T support the M

Mr, F.W. BLENNERHASSETT: M;. Speaker, Sir, all that hag } g
on this subject leads me to add my support to the Hon’ble Minstep ; h)een said
for the extension of the Marketing Section. It has become uitv 0 moveq
that the Marketing Section itself has at least two functions to p::lrfore obvious
two [unctions—-those two main functions—may roughly he stated tmiDThOSe
couragement of producers to produce more, and a greater variety ofof S
fruits 5 a_nd secondly to give producers of food and fruits guidance do.od
supervision in methods of marketing and, moreover, the disco advice a5q
markets. Sir, the phrase ‘new market’ leads me to the COnfessiO,nver of ney
to agree In some measure with what Mr. Dakshina Rap; Q that 1 have
dhuri has just said. We indeed have a new market Wwithin oy 1 o Chau.
doubtedly, we have it, Sir, and those consumers can consume Dorderg, Tl
can give then.m but, Sir, T would say in that regard that mllcas much g we
been spent hitherto on the Marketing Schem.e, and there 5 ... MOney hae
what the Hon’ble Minister has just now said, the efforts of ‘"‘10 doubt from
officer have met with a great amount of success. Now g Fm. marketjng

1T, jf We are to

otion.
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confine the production of our foodstuffs to meet only those require-
ments within the borders of our Province we should clearly have no
balance left for our export, in other words such markets as have
been built up through the efforts of the Marketing Board, for the dura-
tion of the war or as long as the proposal lasts, goes by the Board. Con-
tacts with markets outside the province will be lost.  Sir, you cannot make
contacts, then drop them, and then pick them up again at will. If a contact
is to be preserved it has got to be consistently preserved.  For that reason I
would like to suggest that Mr. Chaudhuri’s advice is not wholly sound. May
I suggest, Sir, that we should support not the curtailment but the encourage-
ment of this Marketing Scheme in order that the cultivators may be encour-
aged to grow more and more, that the markets for their produce within the
Province may be pointed out and also that a balance for export may be left
over for contacts outside. May I remind the House that even in England
at the present time though practically all the commodities which are used
for human consumption within the borders of England are rationed she is
nevertheless exporting commodities which are rationed inside her borders in
order to keep contacts with markets which she has so ardently earned after
many years of struggle ?  Our position is rather the same as that, Sir.

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, the Motion of the Hon’ble
Minister is that the Marketing Section be continued by another year. We do
not know what this will bring. But we know from past experience that the
Marketing Section has been a great help to the cultivators. It is the duty of
Government to see that the things produced in Assam should get a good mar-
ket. There are many kinds of products in Assam all of which cannot be con-
sumed here. So, the first intention ot this Marketing Scheme = as to find out mar-
kets for the fruits and other products which are produced in Assam and all of*
which are not consumed within the Province, for example, pineapple, oranges,
etc. I may mention to the hon. Members who probably do not know that mil-
lions of these fruits have been wasted simply because there is not enough export
outside. I speak this from my personal experience, and I know of experiences
of many cultivators who lose a great deal because of the want of facility to
export their produce outside Assam. It is owing to the fact that there was
not enough market in Calcutta—Ilast year especially on account of lack of
transport. The Marketing Scheme should do all that is possible to be done to
export all this produce to the markets outside Assam. The Marketing Scheme,
Sir, is defective at the present moment. It needs a wider scope to get more
markets than the only market in Calcutta, and for that our officers need more
experience so that our products can go to many markets in Bengal-—I mean
whole of Bengal—which do not get much of our produce. If the Marketing
Scheme will extend its operation which T hope they will do in future, that will
be a great blessing tu Assam. We must consider from the standpoint of the cul-
tivators. They produce so many things in Assam that all of which cannot be
consumed in the Province. One hon. Member has said that Assam should not
loss contact with the markets outside the Province, and once the contact is
lost it will bedifficult to establish it again. Every province has a Scheme. The
people whose oranges come from Nagpur to Calcutta compete with the
erowers of Assam oranges, because the Scheme of that Province is very per-
fect. They send their oranges straight to Calcutta, while we here undergo
lots of difficulties and troubles. So, the Marketing Scheme is very necessary
at the present time in order to help the cultivators. Sir, thousands of pine-
apples are produced both in the Assam Valley and in the Surma Valley and
as all of them are not consumed in the locality they need export facilities. If
we want to have the Grow-More-Food Campaign successful we must try to

*Speech not corrected by the hon. Member.
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get a market also outside the Province. Just the other day a man came to me
saying “Will you buy tomato at Rs. 2 per maund? I cannot sell it anywhere
as the price has gone down”. As a result of the Grow-More-Food Campa%gn
I think, the price has gone down to an extent of Rs.2 per maund which
we never heard of before. 2

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Does the hon. Member want
that it should be sold at Rs. 2 per seer ?

*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: My hon. Friend Mr. Mookerjee
speaks from the stand point of the consumers. He wants to give the culti-
vators one pice for a seer of tomato and he does not like that the producer
should get some benefit. Only he wants to enjoy the food.

So, Sir, it is very necessary that certain things which are grown in
Assam should be exported outside. We must think about the cultivators
and if they get some profit out of the produce they grow, it will
blessing to the country and that is the goose that lays golden eggs. If the
cultivators do not get the price for the produce they grow they would no
more grow and the consequence will be that we will have to Pay much hich
rate for the food-stuffs that will have to come from outside the Provi 3
Therefore, Sir, I believe the Marketing Scheme is VEry necessary for A .
especially in abnormal time and there should be contact with the Ss?{m’
outside the Province. We do not know how long the way will C;n?.r i
But at any rate there is still a necessity of Nlinue,

; exporting our product i
Assam, and the Marketing Scheme will thus h t T

elp the cultivators,
defective for the present, but it shall have to be made proper by eIt e

It is the duty of Government to see that the officers under the Scl‘:gr)r:;l:cnc%
get into touch with every market and not with the market of Calcutta ah;‘Jrl 1
I, therefore, support the Motion moved by the Hon’ble Mitioee S ne,
Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Sir, I may say that the actiyit;
the Marketing Department were condemned by the overnmentl 1es of
when they chose to appoint Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Compan itself
chase articles in Calcgtta market and also when they a})pointedp Sty tlo Pur-
thers to distribute articles within the Province. We hear, Sy tlee Bro.
agents are going to be appointed for distributing articles wi[hin’the ;.t More
and in the face of all these I do not think there is any necessi IOvince
Marketing Department at all at the present moment. 1 quitety ff:’r this
Sir, that it is really necessary that there should be a Marketing De realise,
but then it must be a real Marketing Department and not thepal tment
thing now gong on. After these 6 years of activities  the “OLe Sof
of this Department are not found competent to get officers

in tou 1
merchants for purchase of articles there. If that is so, wha(tﬂ;s‘:ll]teh Oalchta
of continuing this Department any more ? So I say that the necessit
of this DePartment have sufficiently been  con R ACtivitieg
Government itself when they had to appoint Messrs. Shaw by the
Company and Steel Brothers. If we are to have ap allace and

Department at all let it take up the whole task of pu 3 'Iarketinn
bution. Let it be a real Markegng Department, 0therlzvirs(é.llitlslL and  diggyq.
none at all. Cre ShoUId L
The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Mr, Sl
achievements of the Marketing Section may not appear Vervp aker, it e
paper, but, Sir, it is to be noted that the year 1942 was a° Outstang;

be a great

“andin
he staff of the Marketing Section was very small. VEry difficy, § on
and t s : . Oreoy [Cult One
keting investigations which form the basis of all futuye develop:}pslr’ Maps
& Tequire

*The Speech not corrected by the hon, Member P
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a considerable time, and it would be wrong to say that we can develop a
well.organised marketing for the Province without first obtaining the  infor-
mation r garding the local conditions in the different places of the Province.
Therefore, Sir, any money that is spent for this kind of research work should
not be considered as wasted.

In regard to the actual development work,  Sir, the Province has cer-
tainly made a beginning, and by judging the actual conditions under which
the Scheme has to work, we may say that the beginning is quite satisfactory.
Sir, the task of organising marketing is not an easy affair and it has not been
so even in more advanced countries. We have, Sir, some mecasures, viZ.,
the Standard Weights and Measures Bill and the Agricultural Produce
Marketing Bill, that have been initiated by this Department, and these are
under the consideration of the Government. When these measures will come
into force the administration thereof will naturally fall on the Marketing
Section of the Agriculture Department. Therefore, if this Scheme is abolish-
ed, all the works that were done in the past will be lost. T will read out to
the hon. Members the tentative programme of this Section for 1943-44.

The Department will have to do marketing surveys  for millets, castor
seeds, table poultry, honey and bees wax, onion and garlic, European
vegetables and pulses.  With regard to marketing reports the Agricultural
Marketing Officer has already submitted 31 marketing reports.  Supple-
mentary information in regard to these reports is required by the Agricul-
tural Marketing Adviser from time to time in order to keep the  All-India
reports up to date and to compile new India reports.  T'he Department will
have to start grading stations for oranges, pine-apples, potatocs, etc., undet
the Agmark Scheme as far as existing conditions permit. The staff  will
help the fruit pro<ucers in disposing of their fruits in outside markets. The
Calcutta fruit market scheme will be continued.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of information, Sir.
May I know when these 31 reports were submitted 7 May I have the date
of the submission of the iast report ? ’

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : During the course of
last five years.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : They were submitted long ago.
Last year these 31 reports were mentioned and again we hear about these
31 reports.

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Supplementary  infor-
mation in regard to these reports is required by the Agricultural Marketing
Adviser. The programme also consists of the preparation of a list of princi-
pal merchants and Commission Agents dealing in rice, paddy, potato,
orange, pine-apple, mustard sced, vegetables both Indian and English.
The staff supply information to the public and Government officials in
matters relating to agricultural marketing.  They prepare schemes for the
organised marketing of agricultural produce and also have to help in Grow
More Food Campaign_

f Therefore, the Government thinks that they shoul continue this Scheme
or another year till the end of the financial year 1943-44.

Hous\g’lth these remarks, I commend my Motion to the accepatance of the

il
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SPEAKER : The question is:

““T'hat this House approves that the term of the Agricultural Marketing

Scheme, which will expire on
till the end of the year 1943-44.

the 31st

March, 1943, be extended

The Assembly divided.

AvEs—35.

1. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid
Sir Muhammad Saadulla.
The Hon’ble Mr. Naba

Kumar Dutta.

8]

3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munaw-
war Ali. 18.

4. The Hon’ble Srijut Hirendra
Chandra Chakravariy. =19,
5. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib 20.

Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain
Chaudhuri. DAL,

6. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra
Nath Saikia. 22
7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul 23.
Matin Chaudhuri. 24.
8. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 23.
Maulavi Sayidur Rahman. 26.
9. The Hon’ble Miss Mavis Dunn. 27
10. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath 28.
Brahma. 29.
11. Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain. 30.
12. Babu Kalachand Roy. 31.
13. Maulavi Abdur Rahman, 32
14. Mauiavi Dewan Muhammad 33.
Ahbab Chaudhury. 34,
35.
Noes—13.
1. Babu Akshay Kumar Das, 7
2. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 8
3. Babu Balaram Sircar, 9
4. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhj. 10.
5. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta 1%
Chaudhuri. 12.

6. Srijut Ghanashyam Das,

15.

16.
17.

. Babu Kamini
. Babu Karuna
. Mr, Kedarma] Brah

13.

Maulavi Muhammad Amirud-
din.

Mau'avi Badaruddin Ahmed.

Maulavi Muhammad Magbul
Hussain Chaudhury.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufi-
zur Rahman.

Maulavi Muzarrof Alj Laskar.

Maulavi Namwar Al; Barbhui-
va.

Shams—ul-Ulama
Nasr Md. Walf::/{:jlflana Ll

Mr. F. W, Blcnnerhassctt

Mr! E. HS St Tewis. :

Mr. C. W. Morley.

Mr. R. A. Palmer.

Mr. P. Trinkle,

II:f}r. ﬁ Whittaker,

Ir. Benjamin Ch, i

Srijut Bhairah Cha:\l/cllzgnlg'a*

Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti i

Mr. Binode Kumar J. S;;,r\

Rev. L. Gatphoh, Sy

gr. f{].bGoldsmith.
r.Jobang D. Mara).

Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy.

Kumar Sep
Sindhy Roy.
Babu Lalit Mohap K ar
Babu Nirendra Nath 6
Srijut Santosh Kuma ev,
Khan Bahadur pp, .\
mud Alj, .

The question was carried,

Statement r¢ disposal of businegg

Mr.

A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir.
Junch, will you please make a statement aboyt
?}?efc}isiness ’in the afternoon will be conducted ?

Before the

HOUS -
th.e_ man € rises

ner i_n which
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well.

The next item that will be taken up would be item No. 7 1.e,, a reso-
lution which stands in the name of the Hon’ble Premier. There is also an
outstanding item, i.c., the proposcd Assam Legislative Chambers (Members’
Emoluments) (Amendment) Bill. This will be taken up after item No.7
is disposed of. The last item about the cconomic situation of the Province
will be taken up last of all. Now what I can guess from the way in which
the business of the House is proceeding to-day, I am afraid, we “shall have
to sit late hours this afternoon. If item No. 7 be not a very contentious
matter, then I think, within half an hour’s time, we shall be able to finish
that item. Now with regard to other matter, of course, some-more time
will be necessary. The Hon’ble Premier will take at-least 40 or 45 minutes.
I also find that there are notice: of amendments in the names of three hon,
Members. They will also have to make speeches. 1 think, three hours will
be necessary for the disposal of the last item ; if we can take it up say at
4 p.v., 1 think, we can finish it by 7 p.a., at lcast. ’

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Will the Hon’ble Premier reply to the
discussion, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, he will have a right of reply. He
will initiate the debate and at the close of the debate, he will wind up by

iving a reply.
& & P Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.

After Lunch

Government Motion re : appointment of four Deputy Superintendents
of Police.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that this I—_Iouse do approve the appoint-
ment of four Deputy Supcrl_ntcnrlcn_ts of Police (two l?y departmental promo-
tion and two by direct recruitment in accordance with the usual ratio) at
an estimated annual average cost of Rs. 16,731 (recurring) plus Rs. 3,400
(non-recurl‘i'ﬂg) for the usual allowances for purchase and maintenance of
uniform, horse and saddlery, etc. for the two direct recruits.

In the explanatory notes \:vhich have been placed on each hon. Member’s
table, I have tried to explam the necessity for bringing this Motion. I
could very well have taken in four Deputy Superintendents of police without
coming to the House for its vote if I thought it expedient, for under the
normal conditions sqch matters of expansion do not come to the House.
But there is 2 principle involved and that is wh_yI have come with this
Motion for the vote of the House. On account of war conditions, there X
has been 10 rec;_'ultmc{lt of European personnel for _the _Ind1an Poﬁc.e
cadre serving in this Province ; officers are urgently required in the subdi-
ians: -] therefore propose to take four more Deputy Supermtenc}ents who
will - be able for the time being to replace the recrutts to the Inqlan Police
Service and who will also be able to look aftm: the requirements in the sub-
divisions where We have had no Deputy _Supe_rmtendents: so far. R

The Motion also provides for a non-recurring expenditure of Rs,3,400 for }‘
the purchase and maintenance of uniform, horse and saddlery, etc. for the
+wo direct recruits. Hon. Members probably are aware that at one time
we had stopped this allc_iwance on the recommendation of the Retrenchment

Committee. Later on 1t was pointed out to us with a certain degree of
conviction that our police officers did suffer while they were under training
at the Police Training College, Sarda, Bengal, because the Bengal officers

295
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(MEMBERS® EMOLUMENTS) (AMEND-
MENT) BILL, 1943 -

got all these things free whereas Assam officers had to buy them from the
small salary they got at the beginning. We do not want to start our recruits
with any handicap ; that is why this provision has been made.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That this House do approve the appointment of four Deputy Superin-
tendents of Police (two by departmental promotion and two by direct
recruitment in  accordance with the usual ratio) at an estimated annual
average cost of Rs. 16,731 (recurring) plus Rs.3,400 (non-recurring) for the

usual allowances for purchase and maintenance of uniform, horse and
saddlery, etc. for the two direct recruits.’

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :
ment is going to be a permanent one ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
How can it be permanent, Sir, when I say that this is necessitated on
account of non-recruitment of European personnel in England durine the
continuance of the war ? The situation will be reviewed after e

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I take it that no debate js oo
take place on this Motion. going to

The question is:

c‘That thiS HOU.SC dO approve the appointmcnt OF FOI.U‘ =
tendents of Police (two by departmental promotion and two, EBPE“Y Super in-
ment in accordance with the usual ratio) at an estimated Ann
cost of Rs.16,731  (recurring)  plus Rs.3,400 (non-recurring) félflﬂf:a"iragfi
allowances for purchase and maintenance of uniform, horse sua
etc., for the two direct recruits.”

The question was adopted.

May I know whether this arrange-

THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE CHAMBERS (MEMBERS:
MENTS) (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1043 > EMOLU-

The Hon’.ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce thesis.?al)U]I:L{&:
lative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) (Amendment) Bj]] 1943 Hirldegts-
The history of my present Motion is well known to the ’hon .M T
of this House, for they carried a private Motion only three ks 5 embers
effect that the daily halung allowance of hon. Members be incieased
Rs. 5 to Rs. 7-8-0. T promjseq then that I would be guided b St?] o
of the House. AA}S the House carried chat Motion I have brouorhz, fi ey
this Amending Bill.  But unlegs you, Sir, waive the norma] proﬁjedu&rwﬁgg

allow me to introduce the Bil] ap4 also to have all the th LS
to-day, it cannot be carrie re¢ readings pagseq

d throuqh during this Sesson.
_'I;h;a dﬁ;n’l;ii ﬂAe SPEAKER - Motion moved is that leave he granted
to Inir ssam  Legsi = : e
(Amendment) Bill, 1043 egislative Chambers (Members it

] oluments)
Mr. A. WH[TTAKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I should like

points of order bef‘c_)re the Motion to introduce the Bill

House. Ishould like to know, with reference to
whether this bemg.a.controversial Bill should have been
this House. Thatitis a controversial Bill is _quite clearly
fact that only three days back _we went into Divisig,, on by the
Motion. Secondly, Sir,on a point of privilege as g Private CIY similay
this House I should like to know whether there ate

: are real] lember of
why all these four Motions should be rushed through in Zne e al reasons

- to raj
is mad 'S¢ two

S'he
your owp poqoc the
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I quite understand the point the hon.
Member wants to stress, but he has chosen a wrong time. Let the Bill be
introduced and then he may urge whether this Bill should be procceded
with or not. I do not think the hon. Member is opposing the Motion that
leave be granted to introduce the Bill. If we are really following the well-
known Parliamentary procedure there should not be any opposition to the
Motion that leave be granted to introduce the Bill.

Now I am putting the question to the House. The question
leave be granted to introduce the Assam Legislative Chambers
bers’ Emoluments) (Amendment ) Bill, 1943,

is that
(Mem-

(After a pause)

The question was adopted.

(The Secretary then read out the Title of the Bill.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Before the Hon’ble Premier makes
the next Motion, the hon. Members would notice that this Bill involves
an expenditure from the revenues of the Province. So under sub-section 3 of
section 82 of the Government of India Act a recommendation to the Cham-
ber from His Excellency the Governor to consider the Bill is necessary
and now I will read the message from His Excellency the Governnor which
runs thus:

¢“Under the provisions of sub-section 3 of section 82 of the Government
of India Act, 1935, I, Andrew Gourlay Clow. hereby recommend to the
ve Assembly the consideration of the Assam Legislative Chambers

Legislati t
Amendment) Bill, 1943.

(Members’ Emoluments) (

A. G. CLOW,

SHILLONG,
The 27th March 1943. : Governor of Assam™.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emolu-
ments) (Amendment) Bill, 1943 be taken into consideration.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does hon. Mr. Whittaker like to place

his points of order ?

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: I should like to place the first point of
order.
Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support
what hon. Mr. Whittaker has already sajd. I think that there is no cause
for introducing the Bill in this hasty manner. Even if it be a {act that......

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This may be said when the Motion is
discussed. Now the hon. Member should confine himself to the point of
order.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: I am coming to the point 'of order.
When most of the Members of this side are absent from this House a Bill of
this character ought not to have been placed before the House for considera-

tio_n.d I am at one with Mr. Whittaker as to the point of order he has
raisedqd, .
The Hon’hle the SPEAKER: Now as regards the point raised I
may remind hon. Mr. Whittaker of what I said on two previous occasions.
I said that it was not my ruling—it was my advice to the hon. Members
of the House that a contentious measure should not be brought forward in a

[ heaipii
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depleted House. It was the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue during
the last November Sessicn advised the House not to proceed with the
Goalpara Tenancy Bill, which was contentious, in a depleted H9use I
also said that it would be better not to proceed with any Bill, which was
contentious in a depleted House. At the same time I told the House that
if such a Bill, in spite of the advice given by the Hon’ble Minister and by
me, be proceeded with, then my duty would be to sce whether there was
any = proper and sufficient debate on any question in con-
nection with  the Bill before putting the question to the vote
of the House. Mr. Whittaker has relerred to the Motion passed
by the House the other day, on the strength  of which this
Bill has been introduced. When that Motion was moved in this House
the argument that the question involved in the Motion was very con-
tentious was not raised before the House. On'y the merits of the Motion
were then considered and 1 observed what could be said in favour of
the Motion and what could be said against the Motion was sufficientl
discussed on the floor of the House. Now on the basis of that MCI} Y;
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Bill has introduced this Bil] 1(}0};}0?
find that there is not a sufficient and proper debate on the B and i
I will not put it to the vote of the House. IfI find there has bee Sortainly
cient discussion then I will put it to the vote of the House. na suffi-
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I take jt that in this v;
this Bill is a controversial measure. IS view
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Itis a controversial
doubt.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : A
I have stated in my Objects and Reasons, Government has been . 3
to bring in this Motion not on the ground that was alleged on the
the House by the Mover of a private Motion, namely Mr. Jobane D M
but Government has been convinced that hon. Members of this Iglou- ALy
to for the purposes of travelling and halting allowances to he S€ ought
as first class officers of the first grade. There was an anomall bcofnsldered
hon. Members were treated as first class officers of the first nZade Ofl:c that
purposes of travelling allowance and Ist class officers of the foﬁrth e %r the
the purposes of halting allowance. That anomaly we have sought tgra e for
- by the Billl._l P, g O remove
The Hon'ble e AKER: The Motion moved j .
Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) (Amendrx?elllst)thﬁzlfhel9}}4‘85;"31:?]
> e

taken into consideration,
Mr, Speaker, Sir, it is perhaps not gy,

measure no

Mr. E. H. S. LEWIS . o
that I rise to oppose this Bill, as only the da Befors : Prising
the Motion which gave rise to thjs E}.Iill. Thg’re seems n}:)eidtgiii tl;[ tOI_Dpl)sed
a fact that this House passed the hon. Mr. Marakss Mot at 1t was
Goyernment tontroduce this Bill. , jin factethes Eonible on that Jeq
said as much. Yet although Mr. Marak’s Motion
increase on account of the rise in prices of commodities, it 5 ¢

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: The Hon’ble Prem; trange,

just now that we should get what a first grade officer of etri]ehe%s explained
rs

0§ B 5 e o t 1 2
tting.... clags
ge The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. is

go 011\-41.. E. H. S. LEWIS : T stand by what is w

: ritten
The increase is from ““Rs.5 to Rs.7-8-0 for the al s

th .
Normal i € Motion.

rease of the
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price of commodities” and yet it is strange that this Pill makes no mention
of this in the Objects and Reasons. The fact that it docs not do so but
advances an entirely diflferent reason, savours to us of back door methods.
It will appear to all outside this Assembly, whatever may be said inside the
House, that the real reason for this Bill was that given in the Motion,
Then again, I must comment on the unseemly haste in attenipting to rush
through all its stages in one day a Bill so small and so local in its applica-
tion. Normally Government only take this step of rushing a Bill through
if they are quite sure that public opinion and necessity demands quick
action. We do not believe that public opinion would be in favour of this
Bill, and if Government think otherwise, as presumably they do, we urge
them to put it to the test by circulating the Bill to elicit public opinion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Member may move an
amendment to that effect

Mr.E.H S. LEWIS: Thank you, Sir, I shall do so when I have

finished. Then again, Sir, if Members of this House were in favour of
the recent Motion to the extent that the voting indicated it scems strange
that beyond the Mover, no Lon. Member supported the Motion, although
two Members opposed it. Was it shame, Sir, that kept them in their
seats ?
We calculate that allowing for a full attendance of both Houses and
also making some allowance for Select Committees, this Bill will cost the
Province about Rs.15,000 per annum. Although this is a small amount
and in itself will not affect the Provincial finances, it is worth recording
that this amount would provide 420 primary school teachers with Rs.3
per mensem as dearnes: allowance (hear, hear.) As I have already said, Sir,
the amount involved is small but we must not forget that the repercussions
may be enormous. If this Bill is Passcd, it will be a direct invitation for
other Government servants to put in for a 50 per cent. dearness allowance.
Our Ministers, Sir, are the most poorly paid in India, but in spite of this
they have not come forward with any Bill to increase their salaries. Yet,
if in spite of this they are prepared to present a Bill to meet the demands
of the Members of this House, we do not see how they will be able to resist
a demand for similar treatment from other Government servants ; and this
would be the first step to inflation. Inflation is a common word, but few
people understand what it really means. - Put in as simple language as
possiblc, it means that _lf' thf.: gcperal mass of people are given more money,
the prices of commodities will rise as the public has more money to spend,
till the time comes when the public will want still more money to pay for
the higher cost of commodities ; and so the spiral goes on until money
has no value. . To avoid this, only the poorer sections or rather the poorest
section of the people should be compensated for the increased prices ;
others should follow fthe excellent example of the Ministers and alter their
standard of living to fit their reduced purchasing power. I do not think,
Sir, that the Members of this House can count themselves among the
poorest sections of the community.

To refer now to the published reasons for this Bill, will a translation to

first grade officers make us better legislators ?  Will it raise the standard of
the debates, or will it inc ease our stature ? On the contrary, Sir, we
from these Benches, fecl that if we aie parties to the passing of this Bill,
our stature wi.ll be reduced because we shall be ashamed.

b Lastiy, Sir, I move that this Bill be circulated for eliciting public
opinion.

>
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : By what date ?
Mr. E. H S. LEWIS : By the 31st July, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The amendment moved is that the

Assam Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emolmzm;nts) (Amendment) Bill,
1943, be circulated for cliciting public opinion by the 3Ist of July
1943,

*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, Irise to oppose
the Motion which has been put before the House by my hon. Friend
My, Liewis: ot w it

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Shame.

*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Shame ? Mr., Whittaker
corrects me and says ‘Mr. Shame’. We had 1o opportunity of knowinz each
other for a long time. So I hope to be excused. W

Sir, perhaps some of the hon. Members of thie House k
previously the halting allowance of a Member of the Assam lil,]c(::ivslatt}ilj:;
Council was Rs.10 per diem. It was so because the first grade offi«;-s d
to get at the same rate but wher or X LS

1 account of the retrenchm
the allowance of the first grade officer was reduced from Rs.10 etr;t ﬁi 7}%31
the allowance ol the Members of the Legislature was also reduced R

to Rs.7-8-0. There were Motions

allowance from Rs.7-8-0 to Rs.10 on the ground that this wag not merel
question ofcompcnsatmn., not merely a question of actyal cost but Ylhz
question was one of prestige. - There was a demand that a halting allowan
of a Member of a Legislature should be superior to that of the haltice
allowance of a first grad_e officer of the Government. That wag the 18
urged during those days Now, Sir, after the passing of this Bill. ; Polnt
Members’ Emoluments Bill the halting allowance was fixeq at s.5
probably with the idea that the Members were drawi
they did not draw before. I think it is a wise move.
Bill at least the Government intend to keep up the pres
and put them on the same scale of fipst grade officers at
of halting }?.llo\ﬁ’m‘tccf?lnly..] Therefore, Sir, on the groun
welcome this piece of legislation . It is not surprisin tha
of this House who S}?end probably for their Fl)-aaltingg ch;r;:??nnqe
Rs 10 or Rs.20 per diem, to them it does not matter in t e
halting allowance is Rs.5 or Rg.7

he least Whether th
8-0. ir ordi : ing
all their luxuries is Rs.20 i ey "By o cxdudmg

. Pay that :
2T ; halting allowance is Rs.2, R amount,
opinions, therefore, Sir

: 3 5.5 or Rs.7 b

in this If > 10 this matter should not count a‘reThelr
Members in this House, Sir, wh, probably get from their re also
tions or Organisationg

; ably Spective :

: L €ertain sum which is not less than a sum of ?Tgma-
diem for their attendance jp, this House. To them also Whether the , - PCT
of the halting allowance drs x

hie optoione Whieh W;} or not does notf): cou]nt at all. Siglgunt
Sir, the o 'Ch Come from such Members should n . 2.~ SUDPpoge

oth’er Members of this House. But the undeniable faCti“;flgh With thé
remains that whatever opposition you may make whether you 1_‘IZI"_AI‘getful fact
Salary Bill or not, whether you like Members Halting Al ike Memb P
Bill or not I have not seen yet a single Member who has o n

draw his salary or who has foregone his .haltmg. aHOWaan G Zr T
warmly embrace that gentleman who will say in this House tgh ;ir)h. hI shall

e

from Rs.19

during those days for Increase of thay

Per diem
& salary which
’ 2 ;
By ntroducing  thig
ige of the

least in the

Mmatter
d of Prestige

also I
mbers
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wn his salary although he may be a millionaire or a multi-
millionaire. That being the position, Sir, the argument put forward by my
Friend who has just spoken before me whose name [ forget (laughter) or
whose name I do not like to repeat should not influence us. After all, Sir,
we have already given our opinion in favour of this Bill and I heartily
support the Motion which has been brought by the Government.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the reasons for
passing this Motion have amply been made clear by  the Hon’ble Minister.
But I understand there is some mis-apprchension in the minds of some of
the hon. Members of this House and just to remove it I like to speak a few
words. To be more explicit, I should say that therecisa set of people in
this world who simply in disguisec want to deceive the common folk. As has
been suggested by Mr. Chaudhuri I request any of the Members of this
House to declare here whether he is willing to volunteer to sacrifice which-
ever amount he likes from his emoluments or his travelling allowance
for any better work of the Province.  Mr. Lewis has suggested that this
amount could better be paid to some of the lower primary teachers. I
would beseech him to show the example first. Well, itis very easy to say
but very difficult to make any sacrifice in the practical field. Is it a
question of profit, Sir ? If the allowance be increased from Rs.5 to
Rs.7-8-0 will it be a very big profit for the hon. Members of this
House ? I think, Members of this . House should be treated as first
he matter of drawing halting allowance. It is not the
question only of attending meetings of this House by the hon. Members
but they have got to attend other Dbusiness for which also they cannot
charge their halting allowance as that of the first grade officers. Sir, if this
is to be remedied, I think, this Bill has got to be welcomed by all sections of
the House. Money is not the only question, there is the question of status
also. Mr. Lewis has found fault with the reasons which were given in the
resolution—a private member’s resolution w.hlch was carried by the House
recommending to G vernment that the halting allowance of the Members
be increased. Sir, if I take into consldcr_atlon the whole fact, I think, the
horn. Mover of the resoluiion had sufﬁcxent reasons to come before the
Government for an increase of the halting allowance.

Mr. Chaudhuri has m_ade it very clear that those who opposed the Bill
they have no nccessity for it or they do not at all care whether the halting
allowance is Rs 5 or Rs.7-8-0 because these gentlemen are luxuriously paid
by their Associations. It has’ been expressed that; the hotel where these,
gentlemen live is a royal one and everybody putting up there has got to
pay Rs.20, Rs.30 or Rs.40 per diem. So! say, is there any necessity for
those gentlemen to carc for this paltry halting allowance ?

With these words, I support the Motion moved by the Hon’ble Minister
and oppose the Motion which has been moved by Mr. Lewis for circulation
of this Bill.

*Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Sir,as I said the other day, I
oppose the Motion for consideration. It looks very odd that we should try
to increase our daily allowance in this way when money could not be pro-
vided for so many urgent and important things and since the Hon’ble Prime

Minister has tried to improve upon the matter and has brought in a new
argument of prestige. I only like to tell the House to accept the principle

(laughter) dra

grade officers in t

*Speech not corrected by the hon. Member.'
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of asking the opinion of the public of this Province on this Bill, as they did
on the previous occasion when the hon. Members were trying once to
increase their daily allowance. 1 do not think when the hon. Members
will be getting Rs.7-8-0, i.c., Rs.2-8-0 more per diem, their prestige will
in any way be enhanced from what they maintain now. So, Sir 1 do not
sce any necessity of increasing that amount. With these few: words, I
support the Motion for circulation of the Bill and oppose the Motion for
consideration. ,
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, Mr. Rohini Kumar Chau-
dhuri to support his case has referred to me by name during this discussion,
but I may tell him that I neither live in a “‘royal hotel’> nor am I one of the
millionaires whom Mr. Chaudhuri referred to, nor am I one who has the
slightest use for this argument of Prt_:stigc. This particular Bill affects
me not-at-all, as I am a resident of Shillong and draw no h
ance whatsoever. My point is that in the fourth vear of t
one should practisg: private economy as far as possible an
with more austerity than in fact we do live. The Present ti > ?
are out of joint for sanctioning money for increased allow;mn B e
when this Bill is passed, I am quite prepared to show Mry. Rolfi;le]" Cll-I'o\,\,-e\.-er_,
50 per cent. more deference than what I pay him alread ; \;\r-lllle}lllI‘I
remarks I oppose the Bill and support the Motion of 1!1r1.y fir féi:dtigsc
Lewis. Ar.
*Mr. C. GOLDSMITI—Il: Sir, I rise to oppose the Bil] and al y
to speak to prove that the Bill is not a sound proposition. One F e LG
would like to mention. It is regarding the *‘prestige™ | as My Rohi .point I
Chaudhuri has used the word. Now I do not agree with hir'n wh 1m}Kumar
the argument that we ought to get more allowance to raise th en he bases
the hon. Members. Since 1937 all these Members have been ?jpres_tlge of
Rs. 5 as daily or halting allowance and no question of presti fawing this
Now after a certain time, I mean, at this time, it is being a?:u;("ias raised.
prestige will be raised if the halting allowance is raised to DS 1 that our
14,5 Hd tlhx‘nk, 1t 1s not a good argument. And for one rea - (-8-0 from
not like this idea ; we the Members of this House are not hefgn more I do
prestige. We are hereto  exercise our capacity as much as to raise our
- some good to our country, however simple we may be and possible to do
position we may have. “And if we stand for the principle (0 CVer low
increment of our allowance then for the future India s asking

! s ; and
that question of principle will not be conducive for the nbc:‘i?;‘lilllégie ?'01
! )

aliing allow-
he war every
d shouid live

icy

country. Therefore, I oppose the Bill. OHL:
*Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, this question of
allowance does not interest me at o Srawal of

> all, for I am a local M SH
never drawn any halting $allowance since I am in the ea?geigl and 1 haye

c(_)I_ISidCfiﬂg the circumstances of the country where the prices Ofatm-c. But
dities have gone so high, I feel a great deal of sympathy fo, all commg.

Mem‘pcrs who come from the plains and who are so hard_p:.eSSed thc.)se hon,
in Shillong. From that stand point, increment of halt; while livipe
1n auo ey

think, justiﬁa})le_ Therefore, 1 support the Bill and op
circulation of the Bill.
*Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Sir, in SUpporting
circulation of the Bill T want to sayin reply to Maulay; ?\;Dh; Motion for
ur Rahmén

—

Wance ;
0 18, 1
Pose  the Motion for

*Speech not corrected by the hon, Membes T



614 THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE CHAMBERS [27TH x\'i;\R.
R (MEMBERS’ EMOLUMENTS) (AMEND-

MENT) BILL, 1943

that during these 6 years of my membership in this House, 50 per cent. of
what I have drawn as halting or daily allowance has been spent on humani-
tarian cause. (Applause.)

; The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 'T'here have been sufficient arguments
béth in support of and against the Bill. "Therefore, I am putting the ques-

tions to the House.

The guestion is:
“That the Assam Legislative  Chambers (Members’  Emoluments)

(Amendment) Bill, 1943, be circulated for cliciting public opinion by the

31st July 1943”.
The Assembly divided.

AveEs—11

1. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi. 6. Mr. FF. W. Blennerhassett.

9. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta 7. Mr. E. H. S. Lewis.
Chaudhuri. 3. Mr. C. W. Morley.

3. Srijut Ghanashyam Das. 9. Mr. R. A. Palmer.
4. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy. 10. Mr. P. Trinkle.
5. Babu Nirendra Nath Dev. 11. Mr. A. Whittaker.

Noes—33

15. Maulavi Abdur Rahman.
16. Maulavi Dewan  Muhammad
Ahbab Chaudhury.
Dutta. 17. Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja.
SN Hon’ble Maulavi Munaw- 18. Maulavi Muhammad  Amir-
war Ali. uddin.
Hirendra 19. Khan Bahadur Dewan Eklimur

4. The Hon’ble Srijut
Chandra Chakravarty. Roza Chaudhury.

1. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
Muhammud Saadulla.
2. The Hon’ble Mr. Naba Kumar

5. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Mau- 20. Maulavi Muhammad Magqgbul
lavi Mudabbir Hussain Hussain Chaudhury
Chaudhuri. 21. Khan Bahadur Maula

6. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Mahmud Ali.

' Nath Saikia. ] 22. Khan  Bahadur Maulavi

7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Mufizur Rahman.

- Matin Chaudhurl. 23 Maulavg Muzarrol Ali Laskar,
g8 The Hon’ble Khan DBahadur 24. Maulavi Namwar Ali  Bar-
: Maulavi Sayidur Rahman, bhuiya. _
9. The Hon’ble Miss Mavis Dunn. 25. _J\/Iaulaw.Na'_mrudclm Ahmed.
10. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath 26. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin.
: Brahma. 27. Srijut B!)an'a_b Clla'n‘drat‘l)as.

11. Babu Balaram Sircar. 28. Srijut .BldCShI Pan lunu'.

12. Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain. 29, Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan.

13. Babu Kalachand Roy. 30. Rev. L. Gatphoh.

14. Srijut Rohini Kumar Chau- 31. Mr. C. Goldsmith.
dhuri. 32. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.

33, Rev. J.J. M. Nichols-Roy.

The question was negatived. g
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is that the Assam Legisla-

tive Chambers (Members’ Emoluments) (Amendment) Bill, 1943 be taken
into consideration.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Bill is also to be considered
clause by clause to-day. Of course, under the rules, three days’ notice is
required for tabling amendments. Now, so far as this Bill is concerned it
is really an one-clause Bill. That is, it seeks only to increase the amount of
Rs. 5 in the main Act to Rs, 7-8-0. I would allow hon. Members to table
their amendments on the floor of the House. If any hon. Member wants
to table any amendment he may do so. It the intention is not to allow any
increase they may refuse to allow clause 2 ofthe Bill  to form part of the

Bill. Therefore, I would allow the clause to be debated upon by asking the
Hon’ble Premier to move that clause 2 do stand part of the Bill

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1
beg, Sir, to move that clause 2 of the Assar N

n ol i
(Members’ emoluments) Amealment) Bill, 1943 do stiﬁals‘;z:}t‘ ce)f Shag}})crs
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved ig that c); lg ill.
Assam Legislative Chambers (Members’ Emolulnﬁntg) (A 3 ‘Zlusc 2 of t.he
1943 do stand part of the Bill. mendment) Bill,
Any member to oppose ?

(After a pause)

Then I take it thr}lt no debate is going to be held,
The question is that clause 2 of the Bill do stanc :
The gucslion was adopted. R Palle
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is

stand part of the Bill.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The
preamble of the Bill do stand part of the Bill.

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble Paulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD S
beg, Sir, to move that the Assam Legislative Chambers (M
ments) (Amendment) Bill, 1943, be passed.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Motion moved -

“That the Assam Legislative Chambers (M )
(Amendment) Bill, 1943, he passed”. rs  (Members

that clause 1 do

question is that the title and

AADULLA:
embers’ Emglu-

Emo‘ﬂments)

The question is : (lfters s poute)

““T'hat the Assam

Legislati :
{Amendment) Bill, 19 egislative Chambers

(Mcmb rg? 1
43, be passed”. e EmOlUments)
The question was adopted.

Statement regarding economic situation of the p
Cous

Mr}.1 BAItDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Before the ,(;vlnce

makes the statement, may I request the Chair that e P ]

made S0 thatP 'thc I\I/)Il'lb‘lic outside the House ca ntrringernen *emaey,

the Hon’ble Prime Minister as the speecf_l that wi]] ; s

will be a very Important one ? T hope this may easi]bﬁb dehvered REpchijol
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Yes, I am a”angine d}?ne.

' " e § tha,
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Mr. Speaker, Sir. I beg to move that the economic situation of the Province
be taken into consideration.

The economic situation of a province cannot escape its repercussion
from its environments. Therefore the position of Assam is not free from the
position that is obtained in the neighbourhood. We have got the enemy at
our gates—from air the mighty force of Nippon sometimes causes havoc in
our country side. On the south also very near the borders of the Lushai
Hills, the fighting is going on, between the British forces and that of the
Japanese. Practically speaking, we have not much trouble from the north
but a trouble of a different kind comes to our gate from our westerly neigh-
bouring province of Bengal. The economic condition of a province or in
other words the pecople inhabiting that province depends upon three
things—(1) production of its main necessities of life, (2) its equitable distri-
bution so that every person living in the Province may get the benefit of the
production and (3) the production must depend upon the health of the pro-
ducer at crucial times of production.

The production is again sub-divided into two parts i.e., growing in the
locality of the daily requirements of the staple food of the people. Next is
the importation from outside the Province of such foodstufls as is not grown
or insufficiently grown within our boundaries and lastly the people specially
the producing people is in good health at the cultivating season. The forces
that are working on our east and western boundaries must make us ponder
and think deeply how best to make a safe and sound solution of the food pro-
blem in the Province. We have sometimes differed bitterly on social as well
as political questions but when the enemy is at the gate—when the country is
in danger, we should lay down our disputes and present a unitcd front to the
foe. Speaking on the present situation, in my opinion, starvation or non-
availability of the essential foodstuffs is the foe. How best we can meet the
situation should be left not only to the Ministry but it should also be the
concern of every truc patriot of the country. Tt is in this light, that I agreed
to bring this Motion so that I can lay before the House the situation of food-
stuffs—its availability, its production and also the scheme of its distribution.
1f they find that there are shortcomings in the method adopted by the Minis-
try in this regard, they will make suggestions with a view to bettering the
situation in order to case the food problem that is facing the country just at
the moment. I have alwaysbeen under two fires. Some hon. Members
have criticised me that we h_avc never a.dvcrtiscd sufficiently what has been
done or what is being done in tl}e Province of Assam, while other critics have
condemned me that the various statements that I make are nothing
but “blunders’”. Only a few minutes ago, I heard the statement that I made
at Delhi about the rice position of Assam as characterised by my Friend
Mr. Mookerjee as “blunder”. I was recently reading a book and I was
charmed with a few sentences thereof which very accurately summarises what
passes in the mind of Administrators. I cannot refrain from quoting
these few sentences.

The Author of that book delivered himself thus.—¢‘I have never noticed
that modesty is a characteristic of politicians in general, and I am not sure
that it is a valuable one. A man who is in a position of responsibility can
only act effectively if he is confident in his own judgment, he must be
assured that he is right in the decisions he makes and this assurance he can
only have if he has a good opinion of himself,”

o —— T

4.__.—-1,74- -

RS i N
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i (now ’ itician and we here, all of us, are

i 'S(')’ mo?;: SIt}; Iécull;ll:::acgz;eéoIa]l:-gngoll)]tlindcrcd after weighing every factor
pOhthlan‘S. lla\’statcment and as it concerns rice, I better straight a;l\_ral}lf
. lcadbhuP t? 2 Y'a.nd place "such materials before the House from whic
they ts)lltbe Pgl: to‘ judge whether my statement is based on facts or not].
o ';ylllis nt:o‘::ning wi!: discussed about the Marketing Secfllc‘mu."hsl(;lr:?c 1;)::;)
Members derided its utility, but if any of them lzi'ldt%onf;é 10&;, conmingd 2
that had been published they \\’01}3;:]1 l::z;:ﬂiouln ﬁnd:eSir,pthat Potamad 8
o o matcrm}ljs.;';lclég? c?ir cf;gc:icu]{')urc now, who wrote as Senior Market_-
the Offic AR his first report on the marketing of rice—the report 18
ing Officer of Ass?(ﬁ-O—l—Sﬂl}tcr gil').zing facts and figures, stares “during the
i Novembc}tr roximate quantity of rice that has been produced in
B Ycazsat'Iu‘:?g%%O maunds™. The report also stated that “during the
Assa;nrgvacsa!-s, t}l’;;reJ has been an increase of 10 per cent. in the acreage under
:F?gtt:”l.\ gincc then, Sir, we have had the “Grow I\/Iorc_
started, and we know that_ there hzhs been furtl —
since that report was pubhshcd: Even if we do potl take the fy]] figures of
percentage of extension as provided by t]?f\.‘. IAgll‘)lCU ture Department, I shall
not be out of the mark if Isay that there mslgef(;l at least fiye per cent,
extension of cultivation in the Province since 940. We accept this 5 HER
cent, increase, then on the same basis of production, the

. total Production of
rice comes to 5,09,00,000 maunds in 1942,

I can su!?stantiate, Sir, that this
must be correct, from the latest forecast of winter TiCe crop alone, the fore-

‘ : 3 t to the Assqm Gazette of N[
h was published in the Supplemen 0t ? <€ile ol March
(i‘%sl,iwll’;:; "Aspcstimated by the Deputy Comlmssmners,

; .

the tota] area under
winter rice is 38:153800 acres againSt :

ast year’s actual arey of 36,95,300
acres and this year’s second forecast estimate of 38,60,800 acres, §j

: . OInce the
issue of the second forecast, the estimates of acrea have been revised ip five
:;? tricts and the outturn in six. From the summary of the district returns
'tlivill be seen that two districts expect outturn ol 90 per cent, four districys
]5 er cent. two districts 80 per cent. and one district 75 PCr cent. of ‘the
iorlrjnal per acre.  On the basis of the above estimates the

ove. Provincia] outturn
is 81 per cent. of the normal per acre which is e a1
1(:cntage outturn of last year, com

1¢ revised per-
ared to 88 per cent. of thj P
forecast. Taking 8 cwts. of winter rice as the normal

yield per acre, the
total produce in Assam amounts to 2,47,26,400 cwts. against 2,39,45 500
c(:m.%n the basis of actual area of Jast year®,

From these figures, hon. Members will find that in
there has been an increase of oyer

base our calculation on al] the varieties of rice that w

ince in the year 1942, the yield comes to in the neighboyy
?.39,00,000 maunds, We have got to see whether this staple fooq Oih?ci)f?ea(s){
99 per cent. of the inhabitantg of this Province is sufficient Meet ghep,
demand. This can be very well judged not only from the laymappg -

iew. but thanks, to my hon. Friend Mr. Whittaker, T am in e
vl1 ce before the House the calculations made by no legs 5 Personali
pla Ackroid of the Institute of Nutrition Research, Coonore, a Gey; ¥ than
Di. blished institution. Dr. Ackroid gives the average rice Consym etl- Nment
esta to be 15 to 25 ounces per day, and from survey he findg that Ption per
%dultpe?. day in Cachar and Jorhat is 19 and 19-4 ou c

tion

a 1

NCES respectse,.

ke these figures of Cachar and Jorhat as norma] to th e
take :

nter cro al
10,00,000 maunds than Iag¢ yearI_) }fovr\lrf-

43 ~ETOWn Sy e Pro.

. If we
IR . . rOVlncC we &
0 ounces is the average daily consumption f a > We may
hoi?c;;l ?st zquivalcnt to 10 chhataks, and 10 chhataks i 9 I(l:hadult. Twenty
ou . )

hataks over half
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a seer. Those who have taken the trouble of analysing the census tables
have no doubt found that the percentage of adult population, i.e., people
over 15 years of age, is about 60 of the total. The rest, i.e., those aged 15
and downwards, compose the remaining 40 per cent. If we give a ration of
20 ounces per day to cvery one, the total consumption comes to 4,59,99,000
maunds of rice, calculating on the basis of our actual figure of population of
the Province, which is 1,02,00,000 according to the last census operation.
our approxirnal(-: outturn is 5,(9,00,000 and the maximum con-

So, when i
is 4,59,00,000 there is a surplus in the Province of about 40 lakhs

sumption

of maunns.
A wvoice :—50 lakhs maunds.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1
am taking only very approximate figures. But could we say that this surplus
is really 50 lakhs? Since the threat to the country from the enemy, the Pro-
vince has been filled up with a very big military contingent and the surplus of
Assam must of necessity be utilised in feeding those brave soldiers who have
come to save our homes and hearths from the aggression of the Japanese.
If we say that even 20 lakhs is taken away by the military in feeding their
soldiers, still there is about 30 lakhs maunds surplus. Evenif we say that
there must be some mistake somewhere and we knock off 10 lakhs of our
surplus, still we get the figure of 20 lakhs—a figure which I mentioned in my
Delhi statement to represent the truc quantity of surplus that is available
in Assam. Some hon. Members seem to think that we should not proclaim
to the world that there is a surplus so that we could have kept whatever
surplus there was for our own use later on if necessary. That is hardly
correct; but in normal times if we keep such a quantity unutilised = there is
chance of the rice becoming bad, for every one knows that new rice, unless
it is boiled, becomes bad within three months of its harvesting. Will it Dbe
prudent, will it be wise to keep in stock such a big quantity of rice which
probably would feed the hungry rpouth of many souls in the neighbouring
Province? The more I have studied the question, the more I have come to

m we have plenty of rice for the needy, but we

the conclusion that in Assa
have not plenty for the greedy. Since my statement appeared in the Press,

Assam has been flooded with requests from the distant places to supply
them with rice that is so scarce in other parts of India. Private merchants,
Hon’ble Ministers—all approached me from the neighbouring province to
allow them to take away rice from Assam as there is very acute shortage in
Bengal. But in my opiniop the shortage is far more acute in the southern
parts of India as well as 1n Ceylon. Between January and February,
from  my ersonal  talks as well as from oflicial files,
I have found out that in Ceylon where rice rationing is in vogue
the adult is given only 2% l!)s per week and in Cochin }(half) lbs per adult
per day. Although rationing has not hv:_cn started in Bengal, every one who
has followed the Calcutta Dailys has noticed that the average price of rice
ruling there is in the neighbourhood of Rs.:&O per maund. During all this
time, the Assam Government under my guidance have followed the policy
of conserving as much as possible of the available foodstulfs, specially rice¢
and paddy, and of also regulating its distribution between our deficit and
surplus areas.

We Have tried our utmost that all parts of the Province
come to the same price level. Every effort

was made by the Government
in order to ban export of rice and paddy, but very unfortunately, being
tempted by lure of gain certain set of people are bent upon to see the ban
nullified. ~When Government stopped export of paddy by means of rail or

steamer, certain people tried to evade that control arder by exporting those
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commodities in country-boats. I find, Sir, from the Marketing Report,
¢xtracts from which T have alrecady placed before the House, that in a
normal year the quantity of rice that is despatched by country-boats to
Bengal is about 21 lakhs maund. But the acute shortage in Bengal has
compelled flocks of these merchants to come in hundreds to try to get away,
in spite of Government order, as much rice and paddy as they can place
their hands on.  To avoid this state of affairs, Government have opend
certain checking stations down Dhubri on the Brahmaputra and also esta-

blished a cordon of such checking stations between the boundaries of
Assam, in the Surma Valley, that is, Habiganj Subdivision and Bengal neigh-
bouring districts Mymensing and Tipperah. But I must say that the
ingenuity of our Habiganj friends is far supcrior to that of Covir s
As soon as all these preventive measures were taken on export of rice they
immediately started to fry the rice into ¢kira and export a large et
of c¢hira or fried rice to Bengal. This was brought to my not(icéE qlllan 1} p
day before yesterday and I had to issue immediately another ordL . only the
ing export of rice in any form, dried or fried. 3 er prevent-
I bescech every hon. Member who has the best advantage of
vince at heart to help Government in this matter of Cllf()l‘cillg St the @Bros
prevention on export, so‘that not even a seer of rice can I)gc t(:t?{l ban or
outside the Province by illegal means. aken away
Some hon. Members of this House who have their oWn tiades !
approachcd me i_'or allowing them to s_cnd the quantities that‘thé Inh r:ice had
chased before this ban on export was issued. I had turned g dy f‘a pur-
those Friends and I hope they will excuse me, for, T was urged l():a car to
sense of duty in retusing all such requests  (kear, hear). Y a keen
If my hon Friends take the figures that I have placed before 1
to represent the genuine state of affairs then they cannot but 5 e HOL_lse
the policy which the Government had adopted. Before the ques(.ngC with
Central Government buying all surplus stocks of TICE Was®
Assam Government in order to release a part of their surplus rjc Soed, e
supply to the Ip{lltar)’, the army authorities and to the I our fg agreed to
yed in some military projects, a quantity as much as 14 I¢g of fée emplo-
rice. Then we had a scheme of conserving a large stock of ric maunds of
Government account o that the rice may be kept within the . 20YiNg on
guarantee against future contingency, Assam being or at least Iacx):mf?e s
being liable to recurrent floods and also to u e this Paruo A§S§tm
E Stab11151ng

. = I StOCI{ as
factor at times when the price of necessities of life soars lligh':l B
S ut SinCC
thﬁl‘ parts

then, on account of the Insistent demand for rice from Various
of India, the Government of India has now stepped on the e 0
to by the surplus stock fmm the Province to be transported ¢ € and wapg
where people are suflering from shortage of rice. Ot
called and attended by representatives of Assam and the vyl
was that we were asked to send 8 lacs maunds of rice durinl; 3 result
months to Southern India, Export of such a big quantity of the ¢y rent
only one result that is rocketing the prices sky high but lucki] Ce sha]| have
order was counter-mended and we were asked to supply to ¢, . or ys, i
Province of Bengal. nelghbourin
Although, we ljlave agreed to supply the military this b g
; ‘ o
L e et e 12 oty B ey o
ﬁ?glftlgvel.p Sin‘Ce then,_as the Price of rice _in the %1;§l;1l§3rlc? o E;lt,vzl;}e
has gone very high and in certain areas nothing coylq be 1.oUling Provincg
of India have asked us now to send to Bengal, if possible 2% Govern il
e’ 15,000 t0ns Of
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rice. We sent our representatives and pleaded inability to supply all these
rice at once ; but on account of humanitarian feclings we promised to send
them 5,000 tons immediately. If by doing this, I have in any way done
something which I should not have done, I will ask the hon.  members to
guide me in this matter. But one thing I can definitely assur: that what-
ever export goes out of the Province, it will be on the account of the Central
Government and no private export of paddy by any merchant or trader will
be allowed, for we believe, if we relecase our surplus stock, it is with the
humanitarian idea of relieving distress among the population of other
Provinces of India If the Assam Government wanted to make money,
they could very well buy at the present level of price in Assam and  sell it
only to Calcutta and make quite a good sum. But we were not actuated
or guided by any mercenary motive. I have spoken at length on the rice
position. It is because without rice we cannot live. We are a rice-eating
people. But I may be questioned that mere rice will not help us. We
want many things else to cat. Therefore, the Assam Government since the
troublous time of June 1942 had started commercial venture of buying with
their own moncey or rather tax-payers’ money to bring into the Province
those essential food stuffs which were not available in the Province. I will
give only a very short summary of our activities in that respect. I will only
mention the names of the articles that we have imported and the total
quantity because I do not want to load my speech with extra details.
Up to 6th March 1943, we have bought and brought to Assam 6,70,640
maunds of salt, 2,01,355 maunds of sugar and various kinds of Dal to the
extent of about 90 thousand maunds and about 19 thousand maunds of
gram and 2,638 odd maunds of mustard oil and 31,253 maunds of flour
aud atta. We also bought 812 bales of cloth. Most of these articles have
already been received and utilised in the Province and certain consignments
are on transit. I have mentioned many times in the House that since the
control of wheat by the Central Government we are given a very mcagre
quota. In January we were given a hundred ton for a month. For the
months of February and March we were given 160 tons.

As regards Dal, one lakh maund will be purchased from new crop
from Bihar which has been allowed by the Central Government. Sugar is
also controlled by the Government of India and our allotment is 11 thou-
sand tons for Assam. Out of these 11 thousand tons about 6 thousand tons
will be sent out by the end of this month. The balance for the year we have
been advised to bring before the end of May for nodody knows whether the
course of nature will not again impede our line of communication. Then
the poorer people may use Gur instead of sugar. Thercfore we have
arranged to purchase 1,20,000 maunds of gur from the United Provinces.
There has been a shortage of mustard oil in Sylhet and Silchar of the
Surma Valley and also higher up in the Dibrugarh areas. Since our first
purchase of 6 thousand maunds we have now ordered 5 thousand maunds
of oil for Sylhet, 2 thousand maunds for Silchar and 2 thousand maunds for
Dibrugarh.

Then again it has been our policy to build up reserve stocks of these
imported food-stufls. We have arranged to build up stocks for three months’
consurmption before the rains set in. This matter is engaging our serious
attention, but the question of transport is a great difficulty.

Our representive saw the Hon’hle M -in-char, f War Transport at
Dtiland Bl b on’ble Member-in-charge o ranspo

of Assam in the matter of wagon supply.

d enough to promise every help for the Province .
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Sir, as I started by saying that in spite of our best _zlt]tc1"{1pts of %yo\;mg
more food in the Province and bringing in other essential  food-stuffs rorrli
outside, the main problem is one of d'isl'l'ﬂ?utlol‘l'. In this mn{PLcll‘ I :.;ga:;. i“‘;{s
the help of every hon. member. We tried distribution of t 1?1 00 -stu‘
through our distributing agents, the _Dcput}'. Comnpsmoners,‘ “-1»10 1;1 ‘LHTI
depute some other officers to take dclwc.ry‘f‘ of the goods and sce t at t 1.6?' are
distributed into the interior of the localitics. In cortain places this system
goes tolerably well, but in some districts there lms,bcen a big muddle. T am
afraid, there is apprehension of general tax-payers money being lost. I have
secen preliminary report of the Comptroller who has audited the account tha:t
about 27 lakhs of rupees has still to be accounted and collected. Seeing this
state cf affairs, the Government has come to the conclusion that the distribu-
tion in general should be taken out of the lmn(h_; of the district authorities
who have neither th_e time nor the experience of ‘l‘rad_e conditions. to handle
goods in a very efficient way. I think, Sir, that if this distribution is left Ve
some reliable parties, then probably it -wxll be better and more equitable.
In this matter I seek the help and advice of cevery hon. member. For
also we must have men or our officers—men wi

this
th a profound .

- 5 7 % = z Sense Qf ser -
men of the highest integrity, ready to suffer Privation to maintajn the lcfl VTCT’
of the masses. This is a very tall order, but 1 nNiorale

am confident thayt ;

< at lf‘ AT
get cent. per cent. of such officers and traders there 1S ever W oo aot
te]

50 per cent. and le‘t us make the start \\’ilh. this as an ci;?gﬁféncgf‘ﬁgt‘étmg
whether the country.ide cannot be provided with all thoge goods tha‘tn] sec
been brought to Assam. In t}ns connection, I must mention the ca have
standard cloth and ke_rosene oil.  As was stated by Mr. iy AL o T ﬂ‘ Se‘ of
the House, kerosene is now regulated under Central GO\'el‘mncnt’S oor of
Assam will be provided with only 50 per cent. of the ;

Issue of jog,
means that there has been acute shortage of kerosene 941.

. - - Ell"-l,d [hCre 3 r].‘h.ls
seek the co-operation of my friends to make the country peoplef?,f l‘I again
we should go back to our own system of having lights With cagt “Salse (hat
kinds of oil including fish oil. ROl

a-lld Oth.el'
As regards standard cloth, the previous histor

revez
Assam indented for 120 bales of standard cloth in yhr{ayerli‘;‘ﬁ“ Woeful tale.
indent was sent for the same quantity in Augu_st 1942, But tland another
dented for in May could arrive only in November ang this was 1€ ¢l
Government agency in various places to the Poorer sectigy, £
The second indent that was placed in August is EXpected Very sh 1€ people.
have asked the letrlct officers to Arrange dlstrlbution i ortly.
wholesalers, rgtatle,rs, ,Mauzqdars and, if necessary, throyad
agencies, for exampie, I\utcherms_of the Goalpara Zamindar g
otgthc National War Front Organisation.

We have g . vol
Nt our thi,.g . Uhteerg
February last and we have got assurance from the Centra) got}ln‘d inde

. nt 3
we may get our standard cloth in April. _The Jovernmen \OErnme_nt tth;t
formulated a scheme for the supply and distribution of Standayqg 12 haye
z ected to come 1nto operation towards the end of th; Cloth &
lbsr::::zilcjl features of the scheme are as follows :—Th

1s . Which
at the InduSt nonth

to set apart upto 60 per cent. of their loomage fq, th

e agre
a ed
standard cloth. ] . ) ufy S
That each Province will be given a quota accordip
basis and we have been given a quota of 1} crore of

B ]
Then, they bave set up a committee of what is bgtattgfiof st nggPdulatlon
Cloth Panel at Bombay and we have been askeq

Td cloth
: N ag :
Advisory Committee with representatives of hotl haye Standard

Commerchl : Tovingcial
- lntereStS and
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consumers’ interests as well as officials. We have formed such a Provincial
Advisory Committee with majority of non-officials, and probably within the
course of next week there will be a Gazette notification about  this. I am
the President of that Committee ; [ have every reason to hope that those
hon. Members from this House who have found their place therein will give
me the best of their help in the matter.

Now one word more. If we have got to get the best out of our pro-
duction, the cultivator class must be kept healthly at  the time of the pro-
duction operation at least, i. e. tilling, sowing, ctc. As we have heard on
the floor of this House the other day, that malaria is the chicf ecnemy of our
people, very relevantly the question of quinine was debated on the floor of
the House. Sir, I think it does not come within the food-stuff. But a
survey of the economic situation will be incomplete if I do not place before
the House what arrangements or what attempt the Government have made
to get as much quinine as possible under the circumstances, for quinine is
the medicine which can be used hoth as prophylactic and curative measure
in the case of malaria. Due to fall of Java, the principal source of quinine
production, the quantity that could be had from Bengal and
Madras, the only two quinine producing Provinces in  India,
was inadequate and the Government of India, with the stock
that they had in hand. introduced the system of restricted supply to the
Provinces to 75 per cent. of the usual annual consumption. Against the
minimum requirement of this Province, for Medical and Public Health
Department dispensaries, Local Fund and other aided dispensaries and sub-
sidized dispensaries, of 3252 [bs. of quinine and 3246 lbs. of cinchona pro-
ducts, Government of India have allotted 1,500 1bs. of quinine an
1803 1bs. of cinchona products upto June 1943. They also have allotted up
till now 2,134 lbs. of quinine for sale to employers of labours, hospitals and
dispcnsa.rics not under Govc_rnmcnt control, private medical practitioners and
private individuals who hitherto obtained the drug from the trade. The
latter allotment was made in different instalments and in the absence of
exact figures as to the usual consumption by these bodies. Some of these
figures have been obtained very recently and we moved the Government of
India for an allotment of 7,000 1bs. The matter is under consideration with
the Government of India. The Central Government have also advised us
not to use this medicine fo;‘ prophylactic purpose on account of the shortage
of supply, but to use it only for purpose of treatment. We have also
arranged to obtain from England a substitute for quinine known as ‘Quina-
crine’ for 1943-44. From this it will be apparent that every step to increas¢
the quantity of quinine that may be available both for Government purpos€
and for the purposes of trade, tea and other industries and also for privat®
practitioners, has been taken by the Ministry. If we l_lavc failed, Sir, we have
failed not on account of any attempt on our part to increased supply but W€
have been fighting against, odds, over which we have no control. In the
first place, Assam is far from the ceatre of distribution and our voice 18
drowned in the distance. In the second place our population is muc

smaller compared to other big Provinces like Presidencies and those on theé
north, the Gangetic valley. : :

Sir, T have placed every material that nced be to describe the economic
situation of the Province, before the House and it is for the House to say
where we have failed and what improvement there should be. I find that
there are certain amendments to my Motion. I think after what I have stated
there is no necessity for the amendment tal,led by my Friend, Babu Nirendra
Nath Dev. My hon. Friend, Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy has retabled his

-
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Motion, which he did not move the other day, as an gmcud ment to my
statement. His is a very comprehensive amendment _whxch I doubt whether
we can take into consideration alongside with this economic situation.
Because its broad recommendations are intended to help the Grow More
Food campaign. But in that case we must have mechanical methods of
cultivation which should require tractors, a commodity which is unavailable
at the present moment. Then he recommends collective farming, probably
on the principle of Bolshevic Russia or the Communist principle which is
very good. But here he says that this collective farming should be based
on co-operative basis. That means that small holders of land shall have to
merge together in order to produce a very big lot, say, about 3,000 Bighas,
where mechanical cultivation can be started. This will require a very long
time.

Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee, as usual, has made very thorough recom-
mendations.  But some of these recommendations, God forbid, we may not
be compelled to adopt. For example, he recommends that we should
introduce ration cards. Let us all use our brains—Iet us al] co-operate t
prevent such a stage when rationing will be necessary, especially of e 0

Then as regards other matters, I have touched every one of them d
would like to hear what my hon. Friends have to say on this statement (;1n !
economic situation. 1 claim no infallibility. Only my Cndcavoutr} the
place before the House the blessings of God in the shape of rice surpli.s wl}f’t?l
should be utilised for the best interest of the Province. If I have failed C
is not on account of any wrong or bad intention on my part. I haye fail :;
because the country has not risen up to that stage of moral character “,h_eh
ic needed in these difficult times of troubles and tribulations to avoid IF
fiteering and black-marketing (Applause). 2LGR

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved
situation of the Province be taken into consideration.”

There are three amendments tabled by hon. Members.
stands in the name of Babu Nirendra Nath Dev, the second one ip the
of Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee and the third in the name of Baby Kname
Sindhu Roy. Mr. Mookerjee’s amendment appears to be com T
enough to include Mr. Nirendra Nath Dev’s amendment S Prehensive

- . 3 5 o dO +

know if Mr. Nlrelr\lf%‘a Nath Dev wants to move his amendment, 20

. - - 3

i Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Mr. Mookerjee’s amendment wjj]
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Both the remaining amend

ally within the scope of . Ndments are
really pe of the Motion. Of course, the Hon ble p :

said with regard to Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy’s amendment that ¢ Pty

not be possible to give effect to all his recommendations in the preserl Would

tion of the Province ;  but that is another matter. This amendmlt Sltua-
formulates a principle which comes within the scope of the Motj S

So 1 wonld allow both the amendments to be moved. r. (I::/rl'l o

may move his amendment, 03k

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sip I
move that for the original Motion, the following be substituted . beg o

«Taking the ¢conomic situation of the Provincs g
this Assembly i_snof opnion that Government do take imme Al deration
introduc;: the fs(s)ib(i;v:;}gs ilsig?lsturtzi a;r;lc::%rzg gth:ifs to  protect the f}teps to

* e Po > ¢ essenti royj
agamst the p al foodstuff‘s nce

clothin%s : and

: “That the cConomic

The first one

also
ved,
er_]ee

Inte copgg

The Grow-More-Food Cam

paign he pro
expert and qualified officer. perly hand_lgd by

an
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2. To set up regional Food Advisory Boards throughout the Province
to regulate the production, supply and price.

3. To introduce ration cards, if necessary.

4. To make adequate provision for the ircreased production of short
staple cotton which may be utilised for making cloth by hand-
loom process.

5. To make adequate arrangements for the supply of yarns in big
quantities to the weavers.

6. To make arrangements for the adequate supply of standard
cloth.

7. To stop export of all kinds of foodstuffs that are grown in the
Province and are required to be stopped to meet the needs of
the Province, and

8. To make arrangements for adequate supplies of other essential
foodstuffs and other necessaries of life.”

Sir, I shall take up the question of rice position first, as I think that
unless I can convince the Hon’ble Prime Minister about his mistake regard-
ing surplus of rice, my other suggestions will be of no use. Sir, I shall rely
on the same report and the Gazette notifications to which the Hon’ble
Premier referred to. I shall show to the hon. Members that what I stated
before them, while discussing about the Marketing Scheme, was absolutely
right and the statement made by the Hon’ble Premier is not the fact.

Sir, I have heard with rapt attention the statement made by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister on the general economic situation of the Province.
The Hon’ble Prime Minister began with putting blames on me ; though
he did not mention any name, vet the hon. Members could casily unders-
tand that it was really meant for me. He said that there were Members
who still thought that there would be no surplus of rice in the Province
and that he was wrong in so declaring and had made a blunder in making
such a loose statement, but in his opinion such remarks made by me were
wholly wrong and there was no justification for passing such remarks.

Sir, the statement that he has made at Delhi about a fictitious rice
surplus has already done an incalculable harm to this Province. I do not
know what motive he had in making such a faked statement. As is
expected, his idea still continues to be at variance with the consensus of
opinion in the country. He still sticks to his old and steri'e statement
that Assam is a surplus Province so far as the production of paddy is
concerned. He, it seems, is making Assam piay the role of mythological
Dadhichi sacrificing the very bones so that other Provinces may live.
In the name of the teeming million of hungry peasantry I would appcal
to the human qualities of the Premier to retract his false step even noW
and declare categorically that Assam is a deficit Province and urge him to
approach the Central Food Directorate in all humiliation for supplementing
the provincial requirements. Sir, he relied on the forecast of a department
whose activities can seldom be felt in the couniry-side, but which came out
in great prominence on paper. The report that embodies the brilliant
performance of different sectional high brows and which comes in cold
print annually once, is indeed a voluminous one. No other report can
probably excel it in numerical superiority of pages and yet and when one

goes through it he is shocked to find that so little has been achieved and so
much has been bluffed in course of a year.

Now, Sir, I will make an attempt to give the House a true picture of
the present rice position in the Province basing my findings on the published
figures of the Government, The final forecast of winter rice, the main
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crop which occupy about 90 per cent. of the total paddy areas for 1942-43

recently published in the Assam Gazetle shows the total area to be 38,15,800

acres and the total yield in terms of rice at 2,47,26,400 cwt. The

provincial outturn has been shown as 81 per cent. of the normal per acre.

The normal yield being 8 cwt. per acre as against 88 per cent. shown in the
second forecast. So the final forecast shows a deficit of 29,18,621 maunds.
of rice over the second forecast.  Then, Sir, appendix 1 of the same fore-
cast shows the percentage of outturn to vary from 75 to 90 per cent. in
different districts with highly variable acreages. The Government calcula-
tion of percentage outturn has been shown as 81 per cent. for the whole
Province. T_lus iIs mathematica ly unsound, as for instance, the area in
the district of Sylhet is more than 13,00,000 acres and the percentage out-
turn is only 75 per cent. Naturally for such a big area if the yield is
calculated on provincial average outturn the figures will give out a hichl

inflated position. The calculation made on percentages outt li)b .
district by district, over the average provincial percentage 1‘eve"1?m T
deficit of 2,43,189 maunds. Thus showing a ‘tota] deficit f‘c et
maunds of rice over the second forecast. 2 31,61,810

Let us now approach the problem from another
the point of view of normal consumption, productiogn :E; orTade; from
In the report of marketing of rice of Assam published bp & land €xport.
Marketing Officer it is seen that the total production of ri?:le itl “;9 Senior
typically normal vear, was 4,87,26,080 maunds of ricel Tl tA1 139'40: a
in terms of rice including that by country b ats wasg 14,77 3c§)7ta €Xport
and the total import in the same year was 11,93,213 H]ailnci,q mau_nds
Now, if we deduct export from total production ang acid _of  rice,
figure for normal provincial consumption is found out o lmpo.rt th.c
4 84,41,926 maunds of rice. From the Government ficures 1 Ceelthigi Bais
find that the total production of rice in 1042.43 18, vees 37 69 Published we
of winter rice, 8Q,02,648 maunds autumn rice and 2’5 202,912 maunds
spring rice totalling 4,42,76,356 maunds of rice ¢f all ¢l
when deducted from the normal recquirmen
is to the tlér}e (])f 41,65,570 maunds of rice.
Now 5ir, let us approach from still another a :

the final forecast shows that the production of winter ?1%]: 5 ff}PDendm IT of
5 years (1936-41) on average was 2,74,40,200 cwt. e or the preceding
2,39,45,500 cwt. 1n 1941-42. So the deficit in 1941-4) was 3COmP3red to
equal to 47,73,248 maunds. The production in 1942-43 4,94700 cwt,
cwt., as compared to 2,74,40,200 cwt., which was the acre;las 2,47,26,384
ceding 5 years. So the deficit of winter rice alone in the e of the pre-
equal to 27,13,800 cwt. equivalent to 37.06,653 s

nt Year i
. mau 18
publihed Government figures and the whole myth nds.  Aq these are

:03,766 ma

asses,
t show that our deﬁThesc figures

cit this year

: of
exploded. Judging from all angle it is apparent thatatlf:rplqs 1S now
deficit not only this year, but that there was a deficit afl‘e 1Is 7 huge
This shows that there is.no hold-over stock of rice on whi S0 last YVear
can fall back. The cumulative effect of this deficit for o ch the Provincé
has verily created an unprecedented food shortage in this COnsecutiye years
tual deficit is likely to be still higher owing to the total g Vinge, Hevae:
temporar}’I lncreta::se In population and shortage of comp] en'? Qﬁzge of import,
t. pulses, etc. r :
Wht3aSi,rI,3 the other day the Hon’ble Minister-in- Y. food Jike

charge :

ent of 8riculty
lpau-a,mth1 940-4] thatr?n rﬁcﬁl
ayats, o 2 3 of jut
7418,  For oth Jute are

1Er crop except

from a publication of the Central Governm
ermanently-settled tracts of Sylhet and Gog
Feported by the village Chaukidar and Panch
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C:Otton and tea the areas are estimated in Sylhet by the Deputy Commis-
Sioner on the basis of the population figures and the surveyed areas of the
temporarily settled parts of the districts ; in Goalpara they are obtained from
the Zemindars. The figures are checked only in the lcmporurily-sutllcd
tracts by the circl - Sub-Deputy Collectors. In the permancntly-settled dis-
tricts of Sylhet and Goalpara there is no real check atall. The hon.
Members will find in the replies given to my starred question No.72(a) that
in the district of Sylhet, only where both acreage and production have been
Sl}OWn increased in the year 1942-43 in comparison to the previous yecar.
Sir, so far as Cachar is concerned, the acreage is less than the last year. Sir,
in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Naga Hills, Lushai Hills and Balipara the
acreage are the same as after five years the figures are calculated ; so we are
not in a position to know whether the acreage have been increased or
decreased. But so far as Goalpara, Kamrup, Darrang, Nowgong,
.Slb-“é}gar, Lakbhimpur, Sadiya, Cachar and Garo Hills are concerned,
1t will be found that the acreage that was under cultivation during

the current year is less than the previous year. Itis only in the district of

Sylhet that the acreage has been increased, and the hon. Members can
easily understand that there is no harm or difficulty in increasing any
amount of acreage in this district because there is no check or record of right
which has already been admitted in the report of the Central Government
as quoted above.

Sir, so far as production is concerned, you will find from the same reply
that it is only in the district of Sylhet that the crop has been sown in excess
in comparison with last year. I do not want to tax the patience of the
House any more in_exposing the situation with regard to other food-stuffs,
viz., wheat, sugar, flour, pulses, mustard oil, vegetables, fruits, milk, meat,
eggs, etc., all of which go to make a balanced diet for proper nourishment of
the body. There is already a serious shortage, particularly of animal
protein in the Province. Slaughter of our livestock is going on without any
regard to sex, and without any conservation of female stock ; this will lead
to a serious depletion of our livestock strength, the effect of which has already
been noticeable, and ere long the cultivatiors will be forced to give up culti-
vating the normal arable area. There is already an acute shortage of milk
and ghee. There is no more import of milch cows and draught bullocks from
outside sources. The fodder of cattle, which is insufficient even in normal
times, is being systematically taken away to meet army requirements.
Over and above this, Government is also contemplating to dwindle further the
existing grazing reserve by opening them up for culti‘.,ration. The Department
of Livestock which ought to have added to the existing livestock strength of
the country and augmented the supply of focl-der, milk and cggs is, alas,
working as a supply agency for slaughter of animals of all description. All
the cattle-rearing farms are now working as depots of supply with diseased
animals collected from all places and spreading disease ‘frcely in the paddocks.
Such a state of affairs will surely give rise to ecpidemic among the bovine
species and the Veterinary Department which is already running short of
medicines and vaccines will be hard put to cope with the situation. In this
connection I think it would not be out of place to suggest to Government that
instead of purchasing goat tissue virus from outside, it would be both econo-
mical and effective if those vaccines are manufactured in the Province. - Sir,

the other day it was admitted by the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Veteri-
nary Department that due to transport difficulty the vaccines brought from
outside lose their potentiality to a great extent, and it may be found also
from the Budget and the reports of the Veterinary Department that the ecost

W
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of goat-tissue virus was Rs.154 in 1935-1936, in 1939-40 it rose to Rs.3,575
and the budget estimate for the year 1943-44 provides a sum of Rs.8,000. So,
if Government cares to give my suggestion a trial, »iz.. to manufacture of
goat-tissue virus in the Province under the supervision of an expert, they will
ultimately be gainer from all points of view.

Now, Sir, coming to the question of food, it has been found out a dismal
picture indeed. The Grow More Food Campaign initiated at the instance
of the Government of India was indeed a timely move in the right direction.
Now, I wish that the campaign had been rightly pushed through. But, alas,
the Department of Agriculture had no plan or policy to guide the move-
ment in the right direction. It seems that the entire fund was spent for the
production of potato, of which there is already a surplus in the Province.
Practically nothing was done for augmenting the production of rice and
wheat, our staple food in which the Province is deplorably deficient. That
shows definitely that this Department had no workine p]ar; to judoe . h.‘h
direction their field of work lay. Had the officers not oy 1J b'c-lln \ IC-
would not have been such a grave and alarming situation witl Qresighit th-C!C
the shortage of which threatens to c:nclangef our social li}' regard to rice,
Nothing calls for a more concerted action between the t‘b ‘and peace.
Government than the Grow More Food Campaign for dev'p'u lic and the
ways in tackling the various local problems connected wit}llsm-g means and
sphere of activity in which all are equally interested because itlt‘ This is a
stomach of everybody. The Government should, therefore, in; t.touchcs the
and a positive po_licy on the following lines to tide over the .;:risf l?te 2 bold
(a) To guide the work of this important campaign, th 1sc.}—_

should appoint a special officer conversant “:ith 5 OVernn_lent
tural cconomics in all its bearings and capable of‘rural agricul-
dirccting the work in the right line., Planning anq

If nec :
ment should not fight shy to recruit a Capable:sal y the

outside the Province.
(b) The activities of the Agriculture Depart ment shoul
;)g cxct::lusively to cope with the present eme:-m :
e Saragt
tim)::’ being.acc time activities may even be g
(¢) The Department should arrange supply of
varieties and manures in sufficiently larg

Govern-
man even from

be switched
gency.  If peces-
uspended for the

seeds of hj

s 5 . : € quantitj .
ture lclil Assam is entirely rain-fed and the sglccf;;;‘(l)cs-f _Agricul-
crop derends a good deal on the vagaries of weath; ailure of g

r.

‘d) Arrangement for protection of paddy fr
( I 2 “‘3- IDS?‘Ct-Thould be made irlznnec)iriatglr;?.ﬂooci’ water hyacinth
rrigation faciliti t ex i

(e) bgc b ies for extension of boro paddy cultivatiop

(f) Provision should be made to supply sufficie :
beans, mustard seeds, sugarcap;lr‘::)::ells, vegréiabluantlty of soya.
and pulse seeds for local production, ; € seeds, wheat

(g) To provide against possible shortage of kerosene o]
castor, mustard and tappi mula (TaddiSh) Shou]dl 143

(h) Extension of existing areas of grazing land by th b.e €Xtendeg
reserves to the cattle owners free of cost apng AR
duction of fodder should be taken up, . Ing
ment instead of frittering away theireeleestock D Pio

should

table production for the Military ang ergies f, part-
slaughter should concentrate their g]) iliuppl of livé;:"oc\i{egc-
duction of fodder and livestock materialsaugmenti“ for

g thc pro-
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. (i) A number of propaganda officers capable of understanding mass
psychology should be appointed immediately to l)rcilC]'
every village about the necessity of increased food p,.oductioﬂ
and give advice to the cultivators as to how the pmducti‘—’”
can be increased by improved cultural method, prt:pzu'ation =
land, seed rate, time of transplanting and spacing betwcen the
plants. .
So far as I know, it is impossible for any industry and less pussiblf’
for agriculture than for any other, to increase its productive ('apacil}’
without an outlay of capital ; so Government should help the agriculmrists
in all possible way. We hear a lot these days about opening up of new
cultivable waste land and thus bringing about an extension of area. Has
any body though!; about the capital outlay and time that will be rcquia'Cd
to make it feasible ?  Instead of depending on extensive cultivation |
would be more cxpedl.ent to induce intensive cultivation and thus avg:
the yield per unit area by judicious application of manures an

it

ment
improved cultural practices and other demonstration as suggested above.
These are but some of the salient points that have struck me in MY
to

analysis of the situation which could probably be translated into action
make the campaign a success.

2. My next suggestion 1S tlr.lat t}_u: Government should appoint rcgional
food advisory ])oax.'ds with ramification in every subdivision to plan out foo
and fodder production programimes according to local conditions and give
advice to the Agriculture Department with regard to its execution, t©
advise the authorities _about cquit_al_)lc distribution of food and aiso 1O
control prices of csscp.tlal f:o_mrnodltles. These boards should consist O
officials and non-officials  giving due representation to land-owners, mer-
chants and sho_uld also include a local I\erml_)cr of the Legislative Assembly-
All the subdivisional boards should be co-ordinated through a District Boar

n of both officials and non-officials.

consisting agal _

3. For equitablc distribution of necessaries of life and to guard against
avoidable,swaste. a system of rationing may be adopted with advantage.
Sir, it has already been _stated by the Hon’ble Premier and I hope his
hopes will be crowned with success that there will be no such need, But if
in case therc is any such need Government should not hesitate to adopt this

suggestion also.

4. The Government s}}opld supplement their Grow More Food Cam™

paign by initiating another Gro‘w More Cotton Campaign’ to meet th€

Cesent acute shortage of cloth inside the Province. Sufficient quantities of

short staple cotton which can be woven into coarse cloth: or khaddar by

handlooms should be produced locally. The Government ought to have
ecessity of producing good quality cotton and ought to have

seen the DNEEES> . is ti
fore: cultivation by this time.

fostered its _ ]
5. It is a known fact that in Assam Valley almost in every house there
is a handloom for the manufacture of cloth. Huge quantities of cotton

twist and yarns amounting to about 50,000 maunds were used to be imported
from outside every year. This is reported in the Marketing Survey of Cotton
in Assam. But the cotfon weavers are not getting raw materials and the

ly established indigenous industry is suffering a set-back and manu-

once firmly e A
f cloth inside the Province is almost dead. The net result is that

facture of € Fengyid :
people are 1nsu Clﬁlf;ly clad and suffering from the rigour of winter. The
rices of cloth have shot up to an extraordinary high level causing extreme

hardships 10 millions of people. The Government should take immediate
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?tc[) for (he supply of yarns in sufficient quantities to mz_mufac?_ure clo}tlh
ocally oy Eandlobe 2ned encourage development of these industries to the

mas;
A et

. 6. Alag due to scarcity of cloth, India, the 01'1gé1}1 of cottoxtl .mdtuit_ryé
oy B 3 ot 1 ac : i overnment is taking
;1“.:.?;?]:11%’ to be converted into a country of nudes.

. 1c products of the Indian mills for military PUIPOSEs to, ia , great
sklc? ~ Since 1940 Government are giving hopes to the public that they
vould yy,

1 ake arrangements for cheap standard cloth which will give the peo-
3:)]0 ]"C‘Ilcf, but actually what quantity we are getting ? Instead of standard
Oth y,

but 1. ¢ are getting hopes. The persons in misery have no otl_xer medicine
ot hope, “§p the long history of India many famines and epidemics have
taken Place, but nobody has ever heard of such scarcity of cloth for
: S of people. I would urge on the Government to take early steps
or: Supply of adequate quantities of standard cloth to the public. A
C'V}I!§Cd Government, it is expected, will not like to see the people naked,
as it ig already the case in some villages where people are wearing gunny,
T L Unrestricted trade cripples the industrial tender
S(;‘I?dilt?m;\g}y Indiﬁl llitas" Ii)ecomf.a non—indu:?trlial 'com‘ltr . The €conomic
an agricultural country can fQever be improved. country to
he economically improved must be industrialised and its ray, e 3.”1
should be used to manufacture different kinds of articles, ; 1cult(‘ SiaLlS
delays iy obtaining permits for import and €xport of food-stufy jns;gls a?d
Province  should  be promptly attended to. The Governmeny shouldetlle
arrange to open cheap grain shops all over the country, Facilitieg afso
transport of food grains from one surplus area to g i D

1cy of a country and

deficit 7 ith
> : : . area

the Province are becoming difficult owing to the non-avaalabi]ity of r;\ifllggn
waggons, motor trucks, shortage of petrol and tyres. Ip view SR
tion, Gon of this situg

overnment should make arrangements with the Railway Authoriti
ies

for Priority certificate for the movement of food-stuffs, “or wh
railways ape working ?  What benefit the general public js g omuthese
present from the railways ? The re 7 €r1v1ng at
ing Orders should be liberalised to have recourse to motor ¢
increased scale. Sir, during the last November Session  whj]
statement on the political and economic situation of the pl.e .
Hon’ble Premier said that the Government would endeavoyy Hiok gvllnce, the
the monthly supply but also to keep at least a reserve of three mc)lrr:t]y to:bu
so that in case there bg: again breach in the trainline of commun; 13 stock
Province would not be in denunded of the much needed commodjt;
immediate steps woulc} be taken for the amelioration of the COn:;iSt'- That
the people and for seeing that all the food-stuffs that were necessary Ions of
available ata reasonable price to the people in the countryside mlgh} be
what we find now, the. hon. Members have already formed the.ir Ut from
I am sure, after hearing the Hon’ble Premier to day. T €re are gy .o b
coal mines, but still we are suffering from scarcity of coal ‘;ﬁiclent
not that the mines are empty, but it is because of transpory difﬁcuﬂ " dt s
it is -@ case of mismanagement and not the result of much ¢
market. Wood fuel is also becoming very dear ? Small coipg B Jed b
- for the last few months that busines o €co
so very scarce o s v - Crily Smen, midq) e
poor people and all are exper iencing great 1. culty . E*Class,
Paper is another article which is becoming scarce an causj 3
to the public in general. . ' ‘ Sing dlfﬁculty
Government should unnlediat(':Iy mt(nioduce Cultivatio of
artichokes both for hman consumption and more SPecially 4 a fe (;_{{ei‘;l‘ga]tenf;_
stu
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for catile since the crop of Jerusalem artichoke is 6 times as prolific as that
of potatoes and can produce 30 tons of tubers per acre. Government
should make it known as far as practicable its immunity from diseases
and that it can be grown in almost any soil and situation and after the
glucose has been extracted, the residue of the plant is available.........

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Will the hon. Member please tell me
what article he mentioned ? I could not follow him.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It is Jerusalem artichoke.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: The residue of the plant is
available as a stuff for fattening cattle. Sir, a copy of the leaflet on the
subject was published by the Home Government, and I urge upon the
Government that they should bring a copy of the same and distribute its
copies very liberally among the people. Sir, as regards tiic leaflet on the
subject, I found this in the publication of debates of Commons, Volume 357,
page 1574 and this point was raised in the House of Commons on the
29nd February 1940 and there the Home Government accepted the sugges-
tion and they did whatever was possible on their part. Sir, I know that
this Jerusalem artichoke is sold sometimes in the Shillong market.

Now, Sir, I shall request the Government to be more particular about
the supply of kerosene oil. Without light what amount of time is being
daily wasted ? This is a time when everyone should make the best use of
every minute, but that cannot be done. The work of cottage industry
remains, closed at night, su'xdcnt_s cannot study, prac_trcally without light
people are becoming idle and inactive after nightfall.  Sir, I have dealt with
the necessaries - of life that may be produced and manufactured in the Pro-
vince and requested Government to make arrangements for adequate
supplies of other essential food-stuffs and necessaries of life that should be
imported. I think, it is my duty to mention here that our actual (and not
fictitious) surplus of any com{nodlty should also be exported to other

arts of the country where there is a demand for the same. Unless the situa-
tion is properly handled, there will - be food riots ; morale of the people
cannot be maintained unless their stomachs are full. Corruption and bribery
will degenerate the people ; there are already signs of it.

Sir, now I 'shall touch the last point that was touched by the Hon’ble
the Prime Minister, I' mean quinine. Sir, Assam is a malarious country
where the demon of ma_Iarla takes a' heavy toll of human lives every year.
During this year, the incidence of malaria is much more owing to the
movement of infected’ army personnel and labourers from malarious dis-
tricts to different parts of_' the Province and :also due to the fact _that there
is practically no quinine 1n the .market. .Prlce of quinine has risen from
Rs. 18'to Rs. 500 per pound, fairy tale indeed, which has made the stufl
non-available to the poor peasantry an_d the mlddle.-c.lass and as a result of
the exhorbitant rise in price and scarcity of real quinine, people are dying
like flies. Could' not the Government foresee the necessity of this essential
medicine and make big purchases for keeping a reserve stock for meeting
this' emergency ? Four or five' years back, the subject of cultivation of
cinchona (quinine) on a large scale in Assam had been exhaustively dis-
cussed by various Members on the floor of this House. It was also pointed
out that cultivation of chinchona would bring an enormous profit to the
Government, which could greatly add to the provincial revenues and

uinine could also be made available locally. The Government did not
move at the time and their extreme apathy to this vital matter will be

LS IS

i 4
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responsible for the deaths of thousands of people. It is high time for the
Government and their officials to plan their activities . with sufficient
foresight and move 10 or 20 years ahead. It is expected that Government
will now see to the rapid extension of the cinchona cultivation, even
though it is the eleventh hour. ' r

We heard about 3 years’ stock of quinine in India ; but where is that
stock, for whom and at what quantity it is being used ? Such ambiguous
declaration is really dangerous and most misleading. Knowing that the
majority of people suffer from malaria, Government left the industry in the
hands of the Buro Company, a  Dutch concern, though there were full
scope and lands for extensive cinchona cultivation. Government compelled
us to depend on the Dutch. East. Indies . Company for quinine. ‘The
inevitable result is there. Government have kept a few pills in the dispen-
saries and thereby keeping the prestige of the “Red tape™,

Sir, it may l}f: sajid that all these will require money ; yes, I admit,
and my suggestion is- that let Government borrow money from the
Central. Government for improving the condition of the Province to such
an extent ithat people get their necessaries of life and can live lik :
many human beings. After the war is over, itis certain that the 1 c§c;
be a chang= in the Consitution and from our past experience we re vslul
reasonably expect that we are sure to get reliefso far our  debit i
Central Government are concerned. Borrow money, do the m:edsf‘u'l:0 Lie
upto the occasion and save the Province from the impcnding arieis , Tise

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved : :

¢“That for the ori inal Motion, the following be substituted :—

Taking the economic situation of the Province into ¢
this Assembly is of opinion that Government do take immed
introduce the following measures amongst others
against the possible crisis due toshortage of essent
ings:

onsideration :

iate  steps to
to protect the Province

ial food-suffs and cloth-

1. The Grow-More-Food Campaign be properly }
pert and qualified officer. PRy nanidled by an ex-

2. To set up regional Food Advisory Boards throy hout i

to regulate the production, supply and pri%c. il Prqvmcc
3. To introduce ration cards, if necessary,
4. To make adequate provision for the increased

rod 3
staple cotton which may be utilised fo Production of short

r-makj
loom process. aking cloth by hand-
5. To make ac_lequatc arrangements for the suppl : :
quantities to the weavers. PPy of yarns ip big

. To make arrangements for the adequate supp] ;

g, To stop export of all kinds of foodc-lstuﬁ's t%gtya(i Stgigddrd. cloth,
Province and are required to be stopped to meet t}‘:’ N in the
the Province, and € needs of

To make arrangements for adequate supp];

= food-stuffs arc;d other ne(;cssari?:s of Iiﬁ}:, l’)’hes of other essentia]

*Babu -KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sip b

That after the words, ““be taken into consideratjon? o th €8 to move -

Motion, the folio\.:ving be added :(— 4, €end of the
¢¢and that this  Assembly is of opinion that the Gover

do constitute a committee to devise plar_ls for starting mPent of Assam

mechanical methods, industrial co-operatives ang agl‘iéu‘l\tﬁ? : Improved

*Speech not corrected by the hop. Membep al collective
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farms, immediately throughout the Province, in order to put an end to
the acute food crisis through which it is passing at present™.

Sir, itis true that this is not a comprchensive scheme.
place only the principle before the House and my Motion is to constitute a
committee and if the Motion is carried, I shall place the contents of the
scheme before the committee and the scheme may be discussed later.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it has been found that almost all the hon. Mem-
bers of this House are unanimous in demanding from Government the
increase of industrial and agricultural production, but no concrete sugges-
tion about formulating any scheme has yet been advanced. 1 there-
fore suggest to Government for introducing socialisation of industry and
collectionisation of agriculture with improved mechanical methods, by start-
ing Industrial Co-operative and Agricultural Collective Farm in rural areas
of the Province, The villagers should be educated to shake ofl' their conser-
vatism and defeatism and be imbued with the spirit of producing their own
articles of consumption instead of clamouring for high prices of commo-
dities and scarcity of articles of consumption. Government also should
give up their sceptical attitude regarding raising of funds for Industrial Co-
operatives in war time. When how a wonderful Indusco line has sprung up
in unoccupied area of China amidst enemy bombardment and other incon-
veniences due to the Japanese invasion, is brought to the notice of the
hon. Members of this House, every hon. Member would admit that the es-
tablishment of Industrial Co-operative Farm would not be an impossibility
in our Province. Hon. members would do well if they have some quota-
tion from the book ‘Scerefied Earth’ by Edger Snew which will substantiate
how the Indusco scheme presented by Sir Archibald Ker Claslibew-—the
British Ambassador in China and how this has been made effective within
a very short period of time by tireless energy, scllless devotion, incessant
tenacity and patience of one gentleman, Mr. Alley, a New Zealendar of
British descent,

«In Alley’s case in two years Indusco set up a record in China for
the shortest distance between paper planning and action. And judged
against the difficulties overcome, Indusco can stand in a world where far
richer peoples lost hope under infinitely lighter burdens, as a monument
to a great nation’s courage, ingenuity and endurance. Industrial Co-
operatives were growing so far that yesterday’s data was stale before it was
Early in October of 1940 there were over 2,300 of these vest-

I want to

printed. I : :
pocket factories spread across sixteen provinces and under the technical
direction of seventy branch headquarters. The Indusco Line extended

all the way from guerrilla territory, bel_lind enemy positions into China’s
deep operating machinc-sh_ops and mines. Indusco turned out its own
equipment for many new mdusgtnes, which appeared at a rate of about
twenty-five a week. An army of _3,00,000 people was directly dependent
on the organisation for a livelihood, and work had been created for

thousands more. > g
Alley was, of “course, only the ‘prime mover’ that had started the
he had were necessary

wheels. He and the unique backings which
guarantees to Chinese members that the organisation would have a chance
to develop along true co-operative lines free from the traditional incubuscs
of bureaucracy, nopoticism and graft. Thus reassured, some of China’s
ablest engineers and technical men had given up highly-paid jobs and
volunteered for the new industrial army with an enthusiasm  that amazed
cynical onlookers. -

Technicians and organisers started to work in the country and tackled
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the tremendous task of educating the people to a new idea. Everywhere
they went they called meetings, preached the principles and hung up
their announcements and signs promising technical help angl loans to those
who would organise for production. Suspicions had to be dispelled by per-
formance. Slowly the first units won public confidence. These men did
exactly what they said. Applications soon far outnumbere the capacity of
the small staff and available capital, and thousands were put on wating lists.

Labourers were registered, selected according to health, experience and
character and grouped according to crafs. Co-operators taught them how
to organise, how to conduct meetings and how to study local markets.
Technicians helped them with fine machine—often dragged hundreds of
miles overland-—how to ! ocate self factory sites and how to use, and later
how to make simple machines. Above all, they taught how to improvise
with the materials available. Schools were stopped to train unskilled
rcfuchcs, accountzmtls, or%uuiscgs and technicians.

oans were made at from 6 to 10 per cent. annu 1
usuary rates are often too much. T}]c producers:a;}gaéssatgou“try where
constitution was accepted as security. Through the dcduc?tion ofa Common
tage of wages and profits the refugees pay up their loans on the 2 percen-
plan and become owner operators of industry. And so ¥ l_n‘stalmpnt
turned over for this new land, and so great the demand for tl}\ Capital
groups have already paid back their entire original loans and’ bol‘ro\:raf:]]na“}’
for expansion. Meanwhile hundreds of Co-operatives now Manage the EOLC
business with only technical assistance from the CIC field stafl Spelat

Weaving, spinning knitting, printing and transport units were the fyr
to appear. One villager turned a stream so that it should provide bar f rst
machine shop and the idea quickly spread. Flour mills, pa erar or a
blowers and furnaces were driven by direct water power or In’ dusclc)) mills,
operating on Indusco alcohol. Other industries quickly followede.ng‘;les
making, coal, iron and gold mining, leather tanning; suoar ‘dg 2
refinery, textiles, chemicals, printing and publications and sbo oan oil
foundries were stopped, and Indusco’s many machine shops now o
well concealed and compact units in the guerrilla districts. included

Indusco factories made mechanical supplies, uniforms. Ratiis
clectrical equipment, wagons, tents, stretchers and other militar ngrcm}c!e%
Forty thousand Indusco spinners and weavers now equip the Cnt);reecéils'ltle’s-
army with blanckets—some of which were formerly imported o na’s
Over fifty different kinds of industry were represented in the hund Japan.
miniature factories.” : . reds of

Weaving, spinning and knitting can at once be taken
Province. Production of ghee, mustard oil and other necegs
consumption can easily be arranged by starting small demo
to be mainly managed by villagers themselves by electing a
mittee with a Secretary and Chairman. Capital (in sha
would casily be forthcoming in this period of extreme neces
ment is to help them with necessary loans, expert opinion
and other particulars.

Similarly, agricultural collective farms may also be establigy, .
areas so that the agricultural productions may increase by at Shed ip rural
cent. of what are being produced by now. The farmg ATE Ty SRSt 5P o
their own committee of cultivators. Government shoulg e ¢ Manage(
loans, seeds and tractor machines. Every hon Memhey - }Slst _them with
aware how gigantic results have been receiveq ine o This it
U. S. S. R. The collective farming may be introdyceq ¥

pid

in our
ar}'_articleg of
Cratic industry
managing COma
I:ES) and IabOU'
51tty, but Governl.
aboyt machipe

! 'Kraine in
10 this Province
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in arcas where Government reserves are being opened. Details about the
industrial co-operatives and collective farming are to be formulated by
the committee which I have suggested. When the Motion is accepted by
the House, I shall place before the House the names of its personnei.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

“That after the words ‘be taken into consideration’ at the end of the
Motion, the following be addea :—

cand that this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do
constitute a committee to devise plans for starting, with improved mechani-
cal methods, industrial co-operatives and agricultural collective farms
immediately throughout the Province, in order to put an end to the acute
food crisis through which it is passing at present’.’”’

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is difficult to take part
in a debate which ranges from rice statistics in Assam to the collective farm=
ing in Ukraine of Russia and then comes to co-operative industries in parts
of China. I think this debate should be brought to a much narrower plat-
form from the one to which it has been stretched and I would suggest it
should start from.the fact that the Government of Assam has become the
biggest single shopkeeper in the whole of Eastern India as the following
figures quoted by the Hon’ble Prime Minister will show. A single grocers
shop which imported in six months 7 lakhs maunds of salt 23} lakhs 0
maunds of sugar and more than 94 thousand - maunds of Dal is a very big
business indeed, We in the Assembly ought to examine this shop an
attempt to draw up a Balance Sheet of Government’s trading achievements
since 31st August 1942,

Government did not willingly adventure in the grocery business-
Necessity drove them to it and the main fact to my mind for which the Prumc
Minister should be given credit is that Assam was the first Province in India
which realised that necessity and acted more quickly than any other Provin-
cial Governments. It is quite certain that without Government interventiont
these large quantities could not have been bought and if any of them had been
bought, they could not have been transported into, the Province of Assam-
Critics will complain that the distribution of these commodities was not a3
equitable as it should have been, but the fact remains that taken as a wholé,
the Province was fed and pockets of scarcity did not survive for periods long
enough to cause major hardships.

" For these trading transactions, Government appointed agents in Calcutta
to handle imports into the Province and appointed agents inside the Province
to handle rice and paddy. There will be criticism that these agents were
European firms, but in making these appointments Government had to act
quickly and they had to secure the most skilful agency possible.

It will be claimed that had other agents been appointed, more goOdS
might have been handled, but we must remember taat a multiplicity of
agents would have forced up prices. War in every country is a time of
amalgamation and for the elimination of competitive buying. The success
of the buying policy within the Province is shown by the fact that during
1942 in the Assam Valley the price of rice did not go beyond Rs.9 whereas mn
adjacent Bengal districts the price rose to over Rs.18.

The second experiment made by the Government of Assam was to set
up an Economic Advisory Board, representative of all public and commer~
cial interests. This Board meets once a month in Shillong and the resident
members under the guidance of the Hon’ble Prime Minister in Shillong

mect more frequently. The economic condition of the Province, parti-
cularly its transport problems, are never lost sight of for these come under
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frequent and extremely critical scrutiny. Transport Gompames,' Railw dyf
and Steamer Companies are represented on this Board and criticism o
them is free and vigorous.

Mr. Speaker, if imitation is the sincerest form of flattery then the
Government of Assam have reason to feel flattered, for Mc_mbers will note
that 6 months after the Government of Assam had appointed their ‘own
purchasing agents, the Government of India asked all Provinces to appoint
monopoly buying agents. In other words, Sir, the Government of
India adopted in 1943 the same system of dealing with the surplus and
deficit Provinces that the Government of Assam had adopted in 1942 for
dealing with surplus and deficit districts within the Province.
Secondly, last month, the Government of the United Provinces announced
the creation of an Economic Advisory Board ; and this month, March
1943, the Bengal Government when severely criticised for their Management,
or perhaps mismanagement, of the food problem in Bengal announced the
appointment of an Advisory Committee presided over by Mr., Nalini Ran.
jan Sirkar, ex-Commerce Member of the Viceroy’s Council, Too often Sir
have we complained from these benches that Assam has been Cﬂntel'lt >
follow other Provinces in India. Butin the economic sphere

to
led the way.

Assam hag
In all these discussions it is useful to have some yard stick of the meas

of Government’s success or failur'c. I suggest, Sir, that the best yard Ttl:gf
is the level ol prices of the most unportz_mt'foodstu[f of this Proy;j

rice. Whereas in Bengal, there are districts where you cannot buy ricé
under Rs. 25 per maund, in the Assam Valley the price level at thewnre.
sent moment is slightly over Rs. 10 per maund. This speaks volumes' for
the success of Government’s policy. This price level has not been achieved
by accident It has been' achieved by wise direction on the part of 0
Government of Assam assisted, I hope, by the Economic Advisory Board e

a round Rgs 19 thi
of rice for fapis 1S
It will algq ﬁgdmg Sis

Moreover, whilst maintaining a price level at
Province has been able to release large quantities
armed forces in Assam protecting our frontiers,

] e : : ab

export later in the year quantities to relieve scarcity conditiong mf (l;;htc?
Provinces. Members of.thc'Assg:mbly do not appreciate their owp er
fortune. For example, in Cochin and Travancore at present the §ood

rice is 4th seer per day for an adult and 1/8th seer
know there will be an agitation for the stoppage o
ports, as Mr. Mookerjee has already, as usual, vigorously started the 5
rolling, but - Members must consider that in present conditiong Hhe baII
guarantee for maintaining a flow of essential foodstuffs inte the Proving est
Assam must be reciprocity. We have rice, we have paddy. The fact e of
in 1942 when' there were no imports from Burma, the Province fed that
and helped to feed the Army and also fed 2,20,000 refu_gees, many op tlltSGH‘
taking more than 3 weeks to pass through this Provinee . €M
throughout the year the I?rovince exported by country boats and a’ tha¢
rail ‘large quantities of rice and still kept the_prme down i Sso by
maund, seems to bea proof far-morc conclusive tl?an Mr. Mo 20 per
statistics that this Province had, in fact, a  substantig] Surplyg ;

If the Grow-More-Food Campaign has_ increased the & S in

as I hope it has done, the surplus of rice in this ince Wil : Tee
in 1943 than in 1942. I know there isa great deg] OF rige, greatep
statistics, and I will not go into that. But 1 g, Strus
considerations which T am now putting before are sufficie

for a child und o

I3y
f these Government ex-

nt QOn
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of the statement made by the Hon’ble Prime Minister in Delhi in January
last and made repeatedly on the floor of this House. What I do ask
Members to belicve is the existence of a surplus. It is literally true
that we have to export to live because only by exporting can we import essen-
tial foodstuffs such as sugar, dal, and whecat products. 1 would ask
I\:Ir. Mookerjee where should we be if every Provinece in India were to adopt
his policy of concerning all their foodstuffs.

Mr. I}AIDYANATH MOOQOKER]JEE: Sir, I am sorry, the hon. Mem-
ber has rpls-undcrslood me. I definitely stated that whatever may be the
commodities, if we have got any surplus, we should export them to an area
where : there is need for them. And it is not a fact that every Province is
exporting and that we are only importing such commodities. He has twisted
the thing and wants to put in my mouth such things which I did not utter.
It is really not befitting the hon. Member who is the leader of the European

Group.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Ifin any way I twisted Mr. Mookerjee’s state-
ment I withdraw. But I insist that there is no reason to support the
jugglery of figures to which Mr. Mookerjce treated this House.

A Maltese sailor very wisely said : “‘some is plenty, enough is too much”
and I think that this should be the motto of the Province of Assam during
war time. Some is plenty, enough is too much. The achievement of the
Government of Assam is that, in my view, they have always been able
to provide some foodstuffs ; seldom, except in the case of salt, have they

been able to provide enough.

Not all the items on my balance shect are on the assets side. There
are some very serious liability entries. The Hon’ble Prime Minister has
already told us about the failure of Government authorities in Dibrugarh to
maintain a system of accounts for foodstuffs which they disbursed. One of
the advantages of having a reliable purchasing agency is that their accounts
are properly kept. It is only prudent that a Government which goes in for
large scale grocery should adopt large scale grocer’s methods of keeping its
books. There are also other debit items such as the growth of the black
markets and the nominal sentences imposed on profiteers. There is also
the illicit export of rice and paddy which enemies of this Province are
making in order to reap 100 per cent. profit by sale in the neighbouring
Province of Bengal. These debit items or liability items of my balance sheet
are not permanent entries. They can be remedied by vigorous Govern-
ment action. I believe that action has already been begun by the Hon’ble
Prime Minister in charge of the Supply Department. I am very glad indeed
to hear to-day from the Prime Minister that firm, unequivocal statement
that in no circumstances will there be private export of rice and paddy
from the Province of Assam ; if there is export, 1t should be under Government
control. If there is any mistake about this surplus and about this export,
the repercussions will undoubtedly fall on the Government of the day. Hoard-
ing has become a habit in all classes, merely because there is a widespread
belief that sooner or later the Government of Assam can be cajoled into
lifting this ban on export to other Provinces. In many ways a remark-

able entry on the assets side of the balance sheet is the Provincial Motor
ngnfgl)mt OI‘g{-lnmghon which has come under fire to-day. I think critics
should remember that Assamgave up cheerfully a far greater proportion of its

saldipnpdinlise 51‘
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motor lorries for military use and for the d‘CfCIICﬁ of India than any other
Province of India Now, in the fourth year ‘of \\:a;‘, we arf:im a
desperate situation and a desperate rcmcd§: was rc:.qm.red. 1"‘1& .I‘CI;;IC y 18
the Provincial Motor Transport Controller’s ‘orgammtlon,.wh]ch is t le crea-
tion of the Hon’bie Prime 1\-‘Iiniste'r. .It is true tl}at this organisation _has
not got sufficient lorries, but no organisation in war time ever has sufficient
lorries. Il every country had suflicient transport, there would have been no
war.

I am going to anticipate some of the c:;iticis;m in this Assembly by
recalling a story from ‘Alice in Wonderland . You, Sir, will remember
that the March Hare, the Mad Hatier and Al1’(‘.e sat down to tea. The
March Hare said to Alice: ““take some more tea”; whereupon Alice replied
in a very offended tone: I have had notlnﬂg_ vet, so I can’t take more”’,
This brought the Mad Haltqr into the conversation with the remark . “you
mean you can’t take less. It is very easy to take more than nothing®’. Thijs is
the attitude of some of the critics ; they are going to say, like Alice, that
they have had nothing yet so they cannot take more.

Finally one of the attractions of  serving in this Assem
always be certain ol_ receiving some very chilly blasts ang Some very hot
blasts from Members of all Parties. So muehisg g-mt Tam almos¢ tempted
to ask that [ should be given tl_m right of l‘CI?I)’- lmCC 1 Cannot ! have the
right of reply, I hope critics will remember t mt} w ;Sn making thej, destruc-
tive criticism®of this Supply Department, thl(‘-Y ?“’}1 ol do what the nurse-
maid did—throw away the baby, with the bath water, | If they do not like
the present arrangements, will they at !mSt pm-ll{l];"s-o Tetlung UelR aving
seen the Economic Advisory Board at work for the last g month

bly is that I cap

Ton’ble Prime Minister is alwave re. Bl e
AdstmeErall mc:ml_)crs. that the I[on_ sle 1111:1(. i .rL] W f'u‘,s ready to consi-
der any solution ol our present dlmt"-”“}i °“1Cl l f they _1?\'8 any constructiye
ideas he will see that they are Ehom‘ugj : . mwﬁui‘ued. 1€ sober
truth is that our problems are so se,-aous.thz{t x(\i'c. ncfﬁ ‘.t e help of all men of
oood will and all men with go8d brains and enterprise. In my yiey, the

brains and enterprise are at least as important as elements of
(applause) . s

NIRENDRA NATH DEV.: = Mr, " Speaker, Sir, I will begin vy
e I‘?G?i?takcr. It scems Mr. Whittaker is very much afraid of hgt b;;ls;titil
ti I me. I can assure him Sir, that if I throw blasts at ey oLl
romh .willing also to give credit whenever that is duye, M. ‘Vhittakgyr
]Inl'].lco’ the Leader of the Tea Pl:—‘lnting g!'()l'l]) DﬂtLIrally rcferred By ke
m;:;“de from Alice in Wonderland. T wish his party would treat ug tq tez
211? .this fag end of the day.

- the outset I would like to disabuse the n}mds of hon. e ; '

this I‘?g&:lee from the idea that T am for this _Proxfumcl;q‘lor}e and dq :(])}Sezs i,
- the needs and requirements of the neighbouring Provinces, Sir, hare
fot. 1 llest sympathy for every section of the people in this wide v, 14 ave
e eme time I have to see also that I do not over estimate | - But
o e Sge of any service to any body else, lest T be accused of 7. . C@paci-
s 1 ce to others and bring disaster for me as well, W hav?lvtlng false
gsgsftlifl?t]that and now I will show, Sir, by facts and figyp. O guarq

good wil]

b

F ©s 5
itsell that we have no right to tell he Wo SUpplieq

: t _ : : : rld by
Gove‘n n'menSurplus from this Province when actually e shal] hathat we can
exp'm t1 'lf{:gi t so far as our own minimum requirements are couceve Ao
ll?‘;-lgcvé (;Ow to enter into the labyrinth of figures, Mr I'ned, Sir,
1 haye n :

; Whittaker was
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pleased to call Mr Mookerjee ‘Master of Jugglery’ so far as figures are con-
cerned.  Sir, this honourable House had been used to ‘Mas er of Jugglery’
with figures at the hands of Hon’ble Sir Muhammad Saadulla as Finance
Minister of this Province. Sir, 1 was wondering il he was not showing
another jugglery with figures in connection with the agricultural statistics of
this Province. Sir, I tried to keep short notes of his speech from which I
find that he has quoted figures from the report that has been published by
Mr. Handique, the Deputy Director. 1 have got that report with me now ;
this report gives the figure of rice produced in Assam during the last five
vears. It was 4,00,87,280. Then all at once the Hon’ble Prime Minister
said that since the Grow More Food Campaign was started in this Province,
there has been an increase of 10 per cent. of land under cultivation. ‘

|

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : No, Sir, I think the Hon’ble Premier said 5

Per cent, .
Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Yes, Sir, I find from my note that |

he then modifies his figure and says that there has been an increase of 5 ‘I;

per cent. On the basis of that he has come to the conclusion that this year

the production has come up to 5 crores 9 lakhs of maunds. I have also l

tried to go through some of the agricultural statistics published by the Pro-

vincial Government as also by the Central Government and I think, I have a

yet to learn, Sir, that there has been any extension of acreage in this Province *

~ this year. From the final forecast which is published on 17th of March to

which the Hon’ble Prime Minister was also pleased to refer, we find, Sir,

that so far as winter rice is concerned the normal acreage for Assam is 33

lakhs 3 thousand acres. The actual area of last year was 36 lakhs—it was a

flood year —and this year iz is 38,15,800 acres. 'To the normal acreage of

38,30,000 acres, there has been an increase of at most 12,800 acres. I

think, I will have to learn mathematics again to accept that 12,800 acres is

as 5 per cent. of 38 lakhs of acres.
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : There are two other crops as well. [ think
the Hon’ble Prime Minister meant the whole of the 3 &rops in the year.
Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV : Sir, the figure of land under rice as
published by the Government shows clearly that the acreage of this Province
in 1937-38 was 50,50,600 acres, in 1938-39, 53,52,000, 1939-40, 53,52,000
and in 1940-41 it was 54,26,000.  Sir, the final forecast shows t,hc z’tcréagc
on the basis of the above estimate. The acreage under winter rice was 4
38,15,800 against tl?e.forccast of 38,60,800. 'The latest figures show it was 1\
38,15,800 and so this increase of 12,000 certainly does not mean an increase€
of 5 per cent. or 10 per cent. The Hon’ble Prime Minister has calculated
an increase of 15 lakhs_ maund_s of winter crop, but so far as the outturn is '
concerned, we find again that in the sccond forecast the estimate was 88 =
per cent. of the normal while actually in final forecast it has come down to
81 per cent. While the outturn has ?,ctually come down by 19 per cent. of
the normal we are asked by the Hon’ble Prime Minister to accept that it has
really increased. R Ma & .
Mr. A. WH : r. opeaker, Sir, i ad
point out that in the last sentence of the forecast daul;\gaynlthagaé? “g{: acrll:i
there has been an increase, as compared with the previous ear. of Sy :
mately 7 lakhs 8 thousand hundredweights and that should yb ' HP{)r‘()XI
maunds. I think that is what the Hon’ble Prime Minist il
Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Does the hon  Mermon ¥
say that it hasincreased ? 8 SIDer Jacan «t0
Mr. A, WHITTAKER ; It has increased by 8 lakhs hundredweights

s
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Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Sir, in the Press Note which was
published by the Government of Assam in the month of February 1943, it
was stated that in normal years after baluncmg‘ the imports and exports we
used to get a surplus of 7 lakhs of maunds. Sir, the forecast says that our
outturn this ycar has gone down to 81 per cent. of the normal. On the
face of all this, Sir, I cannot accept that figure of 50 lakhs of maunds of
surplus. Sir, according to the final forecast of winter crop puplished by
the Government of Assam in its oflicial Gazette of 17th March, it will be
found that the outturn for the current year is 81 per cent. of the normal.
The normal tonnage in this Province as published in the Government of
India’s publication is so far as I have been able to gather near about 17
lakhs tons of rice ; in 1936-37 it was 19,04,000 tons of rice ;" in 1937-38
it was 17,45,000 tons ; in 1938-39 it was 17.42,000 tons ; in 1939-40 it
was 17,42,000 tons ; in 1940-41 it was 18 lakhs A By e
was 17,422,000 tons. ge 1t

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : 17,40,000 tons is over 490 lakhs m

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Yes, Iam coming 1 ctl}unds.
17,42,000 tons be the normal production of  this Province, we e — If
per cent. less than this quantity this year. The forecast says ccth e tt?ot.19
cial outturn is 81 per cent. of the normal per acre”, je. 19 ]()’cll‘)lgvm-

ent.
less Mr. A. WHITTAKER: May I again intervene finally 4
of the matter is that there has never been a normal Crop in Ass'an helffact
go through the ligures for the last fifteen years, we find that the oAk we
}:rop in Assam is somewhere between ‘71 and 75 per cent. of the l‘lotjlage
When we talk about 81 per cent. ,?[_ the normal we are talking ﬂbol 11_1;'11.
entirely fictitious figure. f‘Normal is somefvhcre between 71 aal ':’SUL an
is onc of my main complaints about the Agriculture Departmen T g
never trouble to explain  to the laymen what they mean by e at ’t’he

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: ixactly, Si, S th'xtl'nal x
say these ﬁgurcs.arc ﬁc_tiifious and spepu]ative, apd we cannot l‘el:: ”15 \A\'hy I
The Hon’ble Prime Minister was trying to convince the House {\"itln them.
figures. We are not prepared to accept these figures or the satistics 1 those
by either the I_’roxpumal or the Gen_tral Govn_arnfnent. We find tslupphcd
acreage of cultivation has decreased in every district except Sylhit 1at the
what is the condition of Sylhet ? Norma]ly' the acreage of Sythet im}' Now,
Jast year it was 10 lakhs due to flood ; this year it has been 13 S 13 lakhg -
increase of 54,000. But in every other district the acreage hag 5“14,000
Baidyanath Mookerjee :—Sylhet is assessed on the populatiop ba len i
Hon’ble Prime Minister was pleased to say that Sylhet was a defa§l§“)" he
Government has got to rely on the figures and statistics supplied lQltsﬁdmtrict.
officers, but they do not know which figures are correcy, and to the
not. So, whatever figures they get on their table they accept aq Which
supplementing them by their own imagination they form ap e co
economic condlt.mn of the Province. Sir, without going threy : a
let us see what idea can a layman form about the actyga] Condigt'l th figure

roduction in thl_s Provmce._ It is a fact that we used X i - tion v
. 0s of Burma rice, and rice to the extent of 4 Jakhg 5 port L oe ce
titic ted from Manipur in addition to 1} lakhs maung aungdg ltsEd Quan-
impor ker was pleased to say that we were able to feeq ¢ S of to he
Whltt-a ¢., Burma refugees, last year without havin Ol‘m?

ton, & h.z;t even last year Manipur rice was available Im
forgot 1tne carry over from the previous year, Ve
::ﬁizodid not use to import all these huge quanp

tons ; so on

C"“;”'(r

S
l'yt' ! 2 ;
1 les fOr lh > he PI‘U—
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I know, Sir, some

silting up the beds of rivers, Brahmaputra or Surma.
used  to export rice

figures will be placed to show that the Province
also. As against that, as I have said, the Press report has stated that
balancing the export and import in rormal years Assamm  used to have a
surplus of 7 lakhs maunds. If that is the condition, Sir-—this year with a
definite decrease in production it has been admitted in the final forecast
that the outturn is 81 pe: cent. of the normal as compared to 88 per cent.
of this year’s sccond forecast—the Hon’ble Premier’s statement ar Delhi that
the Province would have a surplus of 21 lakhs or 42 lakhs maunds, basing
on the calculation of the second forecast does not reveal the true state of
affairs, because since then there has been a further decrease of the total
production by 7 per cent. Mr. Mookerjee has alrcady given the actual
figures.

Sir, any way, Mr. Whittaker also agreed to concede that there might
be some mistakes. He said if there bs a mistake let us take that con-
tingency ; Sir, [ am afraid, when using that phrase he was fully conscious
that those figures were not correct.  There is actually some deficit in the
Province. Again, Sir, these figures arc only for winter crop ;  winter crop
is supplemented by the summer crop and the rainy scason crop, and thus
we get the total crop for the whole year. So far as Surma Valley is con-
cerned, Sir, I can inform the Housc that I have got reports that hailstorims
have already visited some arcas and we may not have our full quota ol
boro crop this year, and as for the rainy season crop we do not know how

many floods are in store for us. : ; .
Sir, I shall be the happiest man in Assam to be convinced that this

Province is really a surplus one. I am in no mood to make any destructive
criticism in order to discredit the Hon’ble Premier or anybody else. 1 am
here with the best of my motives, I am here to  inform the hon. Members
about the true state of affairs and to give my own warning to beware
betimes. If there is a surplus of course we shall export it ; but let us first be
sure that we have really got a sur_plus, not paying much attention to ficti-
tious figures supplied by Heads ol Departments or any onc elsc.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : T hope the hon. member will {inish.
Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: 5o I have tried to draw the atten-
tion of the Hon’ble Premier to the actual state of affairs as far as I could
]_)ubll_shcd by hl? own departments and as a layman
my idea is that the Province 18 f’agcc.l with an extremely scrious  situation.
So I appeal to the Hon ble Premuicr to exercise all his influence with the
Central Governmeni to sce that no quantity of rice or paddy is exported
from this Province till we are assured of any surplus at all. LEven now we
do not know our position, we arc not sure whether we have got any surplus
at all. These are nothing but speculative figures  and we cannot rely on

them in the least. o A
Various suggestions have been made about the Grow More Food Cam-
paign. I have also placed my SUggcsflons during the cut motion on Agri-
culture and I do not like to repeat thein again. I can only submit to the
Hon’ble Premier that we can stabilise the condition of ¢} T
i i der to produ ¢ pecople only by
producing more and in orcer ;'10 p d ¢¢ more the Cabinet will have to exert
SSitieer By, LIGLERYRTE R 08 Y a;} create a psychological atmosphere in
the country so that the people can feel that they have e
from the administrators. With these words, Sjy T ot symj Y
i AYDUR RAHMAN : i resume my seat,
Maulavi Al : - When we got the assurance that the
Hon’ble Premier would make an announcemeny  vith regard to the sul)Pl)':
ion of the Province we expected {hat , :
question of the pected tha we should hear something which

gather from the figures

bl AR5

T
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: = Government. But
mostly concerns the food policy: hitherto full)t?\\‘tid It)l):-ltthgi e o dome
I now find from the speeches of my ])mdcc}tss?lscﬂl‘austcd their energy on
in a tea pot. Most of the hon. h‘lc_mbc.rs. 11:1\-001)(; peegpronemt R
the question whether the Province is a SUOP & e L e (o) 4 o o
quarrel has so long been going on from one P“i)_ mier I heard big figures of
While the Motion was moved by the Hon’ble 1 ]c(l: s with crores and crores
lakhs and lakhs and then Mr. Whittaker supphc‘_ 111 tHotsands! RIRTRRS
and now Babu Nirendra Nath Dc\_r has co ol \-\'1“ rned only ‘whether by
not prepared to hear all these things. I am (:oncetin(r celict eI
the food policy of the ﬁ_oycrnlz_ncnt nlly ﬁ:::uo\f: ]is‘o%ill-swbﬁs and‘ Basp e
poor people are not suflering rom shortage a6 el e e S

se ntity is up to the requirement, Su_, as we rez le pag ne
}z;?;l:ttfl(lzl?"xllld that t]his question alonc_ is agitating tjlcl- njmd‘i:”c;frrrézlltani
and millions of people thro;_;ghout India. Go to 113'_(:11%&‘ -,—)'?1; t]_n S'a
every debate in each House is mostly confined to this very v1c?. rql.ms lon. Sir,
1 have got very little concern whether the va(incfcd xsta t}zlf‘.lt 01]1-(3 or a
surplus one. My point is th‘at Govcrnl}j‘cnf S.houl‘ adop ]SLIC]cli ‘llg pfo icy by
which people should not suffer at all. The Gover nplcnf] s :qu 8 [ : ar-sight-
ed and very careful with regard to the supply ql-JC.‘.‘Uonfl 1at in the ong run
we may not have any person in the 1-’1'0\"1ncc suffering ]]cmf]‘ f“ ant of'_hls daily
doses.  Sir, we heard terrible lalc,s with rcgat:d to YS}ld]JP] yo 09d-sltuﬂ's to the
people of Bengal. While the Hon’ble Premier moved this motion he sajqg that

in Bengal people have to purchase rice at even Rs.30 per maund. IS’lt not a
: ry horrible thing ? If such a thing repeats in our Province, our Province
Vver o

2 - in : sition to . maintain herself even with one meal per (g ]
WI”- e l;;vclflglf ‘gngn?lgi'évitacc have no other subsidial“y professions other than
Eﬁi\]ift?én. Cultivation is the ma‘in occupation of ouIr pc?ple and the main
i f the Province is derived from cultivation. If our CUltlva_tors fail to
mco?]ci:-) daily meal, I am afraid, a day will come to our Province when
gcydtclr:;ic and other calamities wili appear in a horrible manner.. I must
f«g:m the Government that in ordcr. to save ’oﬁrkpcc)})le _}From this sort of
things they must be very careful. Sir, itis we ] nci}ucll 1}1at anarchy anqd
other disturbances come to a country wh(-—:n p'eol([c)‘ ed 1nf t1e]zt th?y o
getting their daily meal.  Tn order to avoid this kin ‘to‘ ia amities, T
the Government tha't they must be })1‘epax'pd: ‘blr, 1t1s known tq most of
hon. Members of this House t]_]at our Provmq_: 18 mp}mta;mng fcvcral lakhg
of people coming from outside in connection IWHI3~ the war, Lakhg of
labourers are being employed in various parts o_t the If}ovmce a‘nd the milj-
tary population has increased bcyond.lmagmathn. : 1.lvc l;]ike into calcula.
tion the total_num.ber of people whc? in conncctllgni }:.iltl the war Situation
have arrived in this Province that will go up to 1 —i) 15 or aas than that,
If that be true, is it not an extra burden on i.his rovmi;e ? Whe T e
Province is actually deficit one or a surplus one let me algq speak

r'e not
warn

Oon this
point. - L
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hop. member began b i
€ ¥ Y SQY]_ng
that it was not necessary, ]
. : hat appears tq .
lavi ABDUR RAHMAN: W t . my mip _
: 1.\/{3;:,1”1 just place before the House. Figures which haye beecyil on: “thig
poiE ides are conflicting. One party savs Ll_iat the P"OVince . Quoted
2 bmh'l& the other party says that the Province ig a surplyg S not_syr.
plus “lhl.]e' h are quoted by the Hon’ble Premjer to justify hi Ne. If the
hlguﬁgso‘\\li::fe is a surplus one be wrong then | think " ian Case thae
the rov ] b

: - lia
i ther side. The otha. relante o
placed on the figures! quoted by other s 1e other day we found one of
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;?:tlft?g?p?aél Members moving a Cut Motion regarding the unreliability of
R Od_dovcrnm(:nt and the Members of that group pressed so much
rclianccy Id not care to vote on the l.)cmaf‘xd. If we cz_i,mmt place an}t
Do on th(_: figures what is the necessity of lllCS({ figures ? Let us say out

e is neither a deficit not a surplus one, but for our needs let us assume
t}_lat we want the whole quantity to remain in our Province ; let it not go out-
side the Province because of the fact that we do not know what will be
necessary for the consumption of our people. Has Government made any
such announcement in the Housc that the actual demand of the
pcop_lc will be this ? Have we got any such figure, Sir ? I -don’t think
up till now we have got any such reliable figure, that such and such quan-
tity of rice will he necessary for the maintenance of the pcople of the Pro-
vince. If on the population basis of the Province, Government trics tO
supply any figure that will not be correct because I have said that at present
in our Province we have got to maintain about 10 lacs of outsiders. Sir, if
this bc‘t‘.hc state of thingslhow can we say that our Province is a surplus one ?
Now, ‘blr, why the question of surplus 1s coming ? Why is it talked so much ?
The Government of India, it is reported, has adopted the policy that the
deficit Provinces should get supply from surplus Provinces. We will find that
the Government of India has got to maintain Ceylon. In 1942, India Govern-
ment had to sell, 1,76,596 tons of rice in Ceylon in 1942, Well, in order to
feed the people of Ceylon the Government of India had to contribute there
and to fill up the gap it has necessitated export of our produce to Ceylon.
It might be the policy of the Government of India that they want some pro-
duce from the Provinces which are said to be surplus.

Sir, I now come to another point which mostly concerns our people—
the cultivators mainly. It is the policy of Government with regard to con-
trol of export. Well, owing to the policy of control of export even from one
part of the Province to the other, the cultivators, the actual producers, are not
getting the price which they are justified to get in comparison with the other
commodities and other necessaries of life. Our cultivators are deprived of get-
ting the actual price of their produce. Some time back the Hon’ble the Prime
Minister made a statement at my place regarding the current price of paddy
in some of the districts of the Brahmaputra Valley. This statement
he made in the month of January that the price of paddy was from Rs.2 to
Rs.3. Very recently I have been told by the agent of the Stecel Brothers that
in Lakhimpur the present price of pad_cly is about Rs.4, but if you go to the
Surma Valley you will find that the price of paddy is about Rs 6 per maund-
Sir, my point is that owing to the contrql of export a section of the culti-
vators are not actually getting the real price of their produce and they arc

to purchase other things at a ratc which is 10 or 15 times higher than what
it was. Is it not an injustice donc to the people ? ‘I'he Government wil
not purchase, but the agents they have appointed are purchasing paddy at 2
rate which is sometimes probably fixed up by Government and any profit
which the company derives goc® to their pockets ; but our poor cultivators are
not getting the benefit which they ought to have got. In this connection I
should ask Government to see that our poor cultivators get their justific
* price.

Now, Sir, I will come to the control policy in another manner. I heard
t’hengn ble If‘rerm_er making a remark with regard to the Habiganj people.
He said that in spite of the control policy adopted by the Government, the
Habiganj people were trying to deceive... .. : :
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Premier to reconstitute it with the representatives of both the Houses.
Sir, this Committee is, to my mind, a most responsible one because on
account of its action the whole supply administration may be blamed.

I have another suggestion to make with regard to the distribution

policy. This I have been urging for the last few months in the shape of

putting questions and in other shapes also. Government should open
stores in most of the trading centres throughout the whole Province
and also see that proper supervision is made. The present system of
distribution is extremely unsuccessful and I have got to oppose it with all
my power. We have seen how it did function in the matter of distribu-
tion of kerosene. In this regard Mr. Mookerjeec has also made certain
suggestions in his amendment and I hope Government will coasider all
these.

Then, I come ‘o the ‘Grow More Food Campaign’. It is of most impor-
tant consideration how much money we are going to spend for the much
talked of Grow More Food Campaign. The paltry amount which has been

rovided for this campaign is now being spent mostly towards drawing
travelling allowance and other allowances of higher officers. What these
officers do ? They go to the big towns, instruct their subordinates and draw
travelling allowance. I will make an appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in-
charge that much money should be provided for propaganda among the
masses and these high officers should not be entrusted to go to the locali-
ties. Sir, itis not possible that one big officer will go and enter a small
village after walking a few miles. He will simply instruct his subordinate
and come back and say that he went to such and such place and met so many
people. During the November Session I heard the Hon’ble Premier say
that 3 lakhs of people were approached by the Agriculture Department
and they were instructed as to the scheme of Grow More Food Campaign.
Sir, I can vouchsafe that_: these of"r'iccrs il'.thcy at all go anywhere, go to
a big market near road-side and will say this and that. 'The country would
not have at all suffered like this if these officers would do real work for
the benefit of the poor people of the Province.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Sir, I heard the figures quoted by
the Hon’ble Prime Minister as well as by the friends opposite which
show that therc are discrepancies in the said figures.

I find that in the beginning of the season, i.e., in January, the price
of paddy was about Rs, 2-12-0 per maund, whereas it has now gone up to
Rs. 6 in the district of Kamrup. Same is the case with mustard seeds.
This year, our Province is in deficit so far as this commodity is concerned,
and so its price is at present Rs. 11 per maund throughout Assam. In
other Provinces also I believe the price is the same. It shows that there is
a great demand of this commodity. Sir, the reason why our Province is
in deficit of  this seed ay he due to war. Bengal is a deficit
Province with regard to rice. Though the new scason has begun in Janu-
ary last, itis now only three months, the price ot rice has now gone up
to Rs. 11 per maund. Here in Assam we are going to give the Military
‘some 1 lakh of maunds of paddy per month. I hope our Government will
urge the Government of India to be satisfied with that quantity. Because
we will require more rice for consumption in the Province than belore,
as, formerly we used to get flour and affa from other Provinces which have
at present been stopped practically, and those people who were taking
fiour and  aita as their main food, had to fall back upon rice. And so the

demand for rice in the Province is increasing to a great extent,
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is with regard to trans-
so there is no move-
The other day, when
Officer told us that
hat these 40 wagons
s and so many mills
gon daily. There

g now

Sir, the main difficulty the trade is facir
here and

port. We are not getting enough wagons
ment of commodities according to the recquirement.
we met in the Economic Advisory Board, the Railway
we shall get 40 wagons daily for our business. But w
will do to us when there are so many business concern
In the Province and when at least one mill requires a Wa
is a great scarcity of wagonsin Assam. So, I thiinls MGOVECOEIENE wpuld
urge the Central Government for supplying morc wagoexs tothis BXovinee:
If this difficulty can be removed, I am sure, at least half of our grievances

will be redressed.

: Sir, I have heard from the Hon’ble Premier that a huge sum of money
js remaining unrealised and unaccounted in connection with our food

purchasing schemc_. I cannot understand how such a huge sum is unac-
counted for. I think it is due to the fact that officers entrusted with this job

are inexperienced in this line and som- of whom perhaps have appointed
}vhole-sale dealers from their friends and relatives who have no experience
in the task and thus have at the cost of the tax-payers’ money misused this
amount. Sir, T know there are whole-sale dealers in our Province who
are in this line of business for the last 50 years and they should only be
preferred for the purpose. But things are mismanaged when lawyers and
other laymen from benam: companies without having previous experience

I hope, in future, Government will try to see that this state of affairs does

not exist any more.

_ I hear that Government of India is going to send us some tons of flour
in the month of May after they are milled by Shaw Wallace and Compan
in Calcutta. But, Sir, there are some flour mills in Assam which have got tg
be clo.'_sed for want of‘-wheat. So I suggest that Government would see th
our mills get this bus_mess intsead of Shaw Wallace and Company, a %t
must try to help our indigenous concerns as far as possible. e

_Sir, my hon. friend Mr. Mookerjee has made a suggestion with re
£ mdu.strml concerns.  Here in Assam we have about 100 mills, but t.ghar'd
difficulties are increasing daily when they are not getting suﬂiéient e1lr
crude and_lubrlcatmg oil and spare parts. I think, Govérnment' “r.HCOa.,
that our mills can get the required amount of coal and other necessary ; L 55C
so that they can run regularly and properly ry things

Government has banned the export of rice and paddy fr

\-unce _But many of my friends have 1?‘f:porte.d in this I-};ousey th(z::laciu]a Pm;:
side, Sir, some pevople take away paddy by hundreds of maunds in hubri
poats at dead of night.  Although there are watchmen to detect FALLE

are allowed to pass after they give bribe, etc. So I suggest th 2o, they
Sible ofﬁccrs Of GOVel'nment ot of Criminal In\resl‘igation LDePart at res on-
be deputed there to see that no more paddy and other commo d.ment shoulq
exported outside the Province. ties cap be

Sir, it seems Vvery easy to purchase commodities, but j; ;
distribute them throughout the Province. For the p,ur G IS diffiey)s to
Government appointed a company from Burma, ca.lledpt;(f ¢ of distr‘bution
Limited and now I have heard that this work of (:Iistribmi(_,::1 hSt?] Brothers,
as been entrus.

ted to another company formed in Assam. But, Sir, the appoi
OIntment of thj
ANt of this
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sort of company wiil not improve matters. So far the towns are concerned,
the company manage easily, but the difficulty is with the villages. I suggest
that Government officers only, like the Circle officers, Sub-Deputy Collec-
tors, should be entrusted to distribute the goods as soon as they arrive from
outside to the local dealers in the villages which has also been suggested by
Mr. Abdur Rakman, and Mr. Mookerjee, or Government should open their
own shops in the central places which are surrounded by many villages.

Sir, there is one black market against which every hon. Member
spoke ; but T think, Sir, icis due to the Government that it exists. 'oday
Government is buying goods and distributing _th(: same in the market. Their
duty is to see how the goods find its way in the said market. It must be
through their agency that the goods arc passing in the said market.

*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: M_r. Speaker, Sir, I must
confess that I am neither an economist nor an expert in figures. As a matter
of fact figures always hold me in dread. I shall speak to this House what a
layman feels on the question. I wish, Sir, we had closed this debate after
Mr. Whittaker had spoken, because if we could have gone home earlier then
we would have gone with an idea of everything as milk and honey in the
Province of Assam. 1 have really listened with great attention to the
speeches of the Hon’ble Prime Minister as well as of Mr. Whittaker and I
‘think no body testifies the present unhappy position more vechemently than
Mr. Whittaker does. The impression that I can gather from the speech
of the Hon’ble Prime Minister is that everything that was possible and we
could conceive of has been donc, but the spezch of Mr. Whittaker gives one
the impression : go back ho_nIC, we are taking care of you, you need not
think of this at all. Therc 1s the only explanation in this difference of treat-
ment of this question between the Hon’ble Prime Minister and Mr. Whit-
taker is that Mr. Whittaker, if my information is correct, is the Secretary of
the Economic Advisory Board, and not only that GO\_rernmcnt is not merelY
satisfied by sending their Secretaries to represent this Government in the
New Delhi Conference, but fhat Mr. Whltl‘akf}r is also the representative of the
Government of Assam in this matter and he is treated in this pleasant way.
would also like to tell a story, which I have heard from the Hon’ble Prime
Minister, in my own language: A boy was bitten by a snake and he died
instantaneously. A number of persons went to condole the death. One
of them was very SOITY, and enquired what part of the body the snake had
bittenn. When he was‘told that he was bitten on the leg, he said you must
be thankful to God, his eye has bee{] saved. That is the position here.
1f there is a surplus why thqrc should b(-: scarcity of ricein Assam ? In
this case, the price will remain §0n§tant STt w_xll bc. now Rs. 10 per maund.
There is this consolation that rice in Bengal is selling at Rs.25 per maund.
So long as the price of rice in Assam does not come to that level, you ought
to be thankful and you should not complain. It does not matter when you
do not get enough rice to eat. The question 1s, you must not forget at any
time that rice in Bengal is selling at Hs. 25 per maund, but rice in Assam
is selling at Rs.10 per maund. That is a fundamental fact that you must not

lose sight of. Some people may die for want of food ; it does not matter.
The boy may die, it does not matter, but the eye is saved.

*Speech not corrected by the hon. Member.

e |

.
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Sir, we are in a very difficult position if we say that rice should not be
be exported. Then the Government of India will come down on the
Government of Assam and say that you must not look for your provincial
interest only, you must look to the whole of India. It does not matter,
for Government of India is responsible for it. India is in this position.
Other Provinces which can, must help. The question is that other Provinces
can offer help. I ask this simple question to the Prime Minister.
Now he has stopped 'the export of rice. This has enabled the purchaser
to purchase rice at a comparatively smaller  cost. Because export has
been stopped now, will he be able to stop export ?  Will he be able to resist
the Government of India in this ? If not, they are stopping export only
for the time being. The only advantage is that the Government Agent
will buy cheaper. We are told, we must not grudge this export because it
has been found thac thos® Provinces which do not export, if I understand
Mr. Whittaker correctly, will not get import. What will be the position of
Bengal ? Bengal is not in a position to export paddy. We are being entirel
deprived of the imported articles such as sugar, atta. Then why we arz
treated to this lesson? If you object to export the paddy, if you keep paddy

to yourself, you will not get salt, you will not get sugar
: < < etc.
understand the logic of this. San, I do not

Sir, at the end of this year Government may say, we Ptre
certain quantity of paddy ; we could not help it, but there was
Mr. Dev may talk for hours, may quote voliminous figures; Mr.
may do likewise a{ld produce several volumes of figures.
facts and figures will be shewn that so many lakhs of maunds of paddy h
been exported—no harm. Can you point out a single instance where Y. glas
has died of starvation ? There is not a single instance according to Ga iy
ment. Their report—I mean the medical report will show that he } overn-
of malaria, he has died of cholera—he has died of dYSCntery. 1as dled

to . export
a surplus.
I\’IOOkerjee
All the same,

So, Sir, I would request in this connection the Hop’hie i !
charge of Agriculture to see and examine for himself Wohnei)li;r l\tIhlg;Ste_r in-
ough stock apd whether there will be a surplus for the purpose of exc 15 en-
Sir, by this time, I think, 1)1]01‘(': than sufficient quantity of paddy e P?rtmg.
been exported from the Province. Now we are taking aj] th S already
after the event has flll'f?ady taken _p]ac.e- It iis just like th :
umbrella after the rain is stopped. Sir, a large quanti e takmg of
ported from the districts. Large quantity of paddy
the districts of Kamrup and Goalpara by road. There is g o

c ir. If one books rice Simple methed
export, Sir. ¢ ce or paddy, say, to Mankachar op T, of
has got to go wvie. Raumari which is in Bengal. N ura, then it
Raumari, it can be diverted to any other place.D Nobod Mslt noestio
pooking to Raumari if it is meant for Mankachar and Turg tan stop s

Then, Sir, the price control system is no doubt a goo ;
be very judiciously exercised, T have secn, Sir, thzﬁ indt?xgel’n}{))ut 't shoulq
uary and February, the import of rice was stopped from Aggs nths of Jan-
Shillong. Every body knows that Gauhati is a place from wh;m Valley tq
to Shillong, but the import was stoppqd at a time whep HioE o g’ rice comeg
selling at a cheaper cate. The result is that now rice hax n paddy Were

Shillong at a much higher cost. The control pric 5 of ricteo be rought a¢
'Rs 10-6-0 per maund‘\.vhcreas it is selling at Gauhayj at R 1“ Shillong is
frei'gl'lt is Re.1. So, Sir, what is the meaning of a]] i pS- 0-4.0 apg the

rice which the Deputy Commissioner of Khasi ang Jaintig Hi ir, Some of the
i ills

bl‘Ought to
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Shillong was simply worthless and so he wanted to dispose of that rice.
This rice could not find any market and therefore the Deputy Commissioner
stopped the import of rice only with a view to dispose of the rice which he
purchased. The result is that the people of Shillong have to purchase rice
at much higher price in comparison with the plains districts. So, Sir, I
would request the Hon’ble Prime Minister and the Hon’ble Minister in-
charge and also Mr. Whittaker not to take things for granted and that they
should closely examine the situation and devise some mcans whereby the
people of the Province who have grown this food can get enough food for
their consumption.

Sir. I am inclined to believe that
cultivation is not correct. There cannot be any expansion when no attempt
has been made to check the influx of large number of cultivators to towns
and other places of work. Most of the cultivators have really left their
field and have gone to work as labourers in  different places under the con-
tractors, because there they can earn more than what they get from their
field. So, unless and until there is propaganda against the going of these
cultivators, cultivation will not be expanded. I think, Government ought
to have some age..cy which should regulate the appointment of ordinary
cultivators as lal ourers under contractors. A large number of cultivators
were taken in different aerodromes for making roads, etc., with the result
that the money which they get as wages will not be sufficient to keep them
properly clothed and also there will be no food grown on their field. So
there should be some sort of systemn. If there are three members in a
family, one may go to work under the contractor, but if there are only two
members in a family, no one should be allowed to go. So I hope, Sir, the
House will accept the amendment which has been put forward by my hon.
friend, Mr. Mookerjee. This is a very comprehensive one and 1 think that
if Government works in this line, some eflective steps will be taken.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, at this late hour when the bright day has merged into
the dark night, I would not dr g this debate which started with a simple

the theory about the expansion of

proposition into mire of confusion. I have been charged of producing faked
figures and the Department of Agriculture has been proved, according to

one hon. member, to be one of ‘huge bluff’. When Government produced
figures, it was said, that the Ministry has interlarded the figures with their
imagination and have produced a fictitious surplus whereas these critics
have imported confusion into their own arguments and further complication
into their own figures. One hon. Member who charged me of having drawn
upon my imagination, went deeper into the mire when he said that last year,
there was a very big stock of imported Burma rice in the Province. He did
not tell the House whether he got these figures from the traderor out of
the figment of his own brair. I asked for suggcstiops and helpful criticisms
and T have been rightly served for expecting suggestions from such quarters.
Iasked them for bread, but I have been given stone—1I asked for co-operation,
but I have been given vituperative criticisms. Tl}e point at issue was very
simple-—(1) whether the description of rice position of the Government is
correct or not, (2) whether the effort of the Government to buy imported
goods and bring them to the consumers of the Province is correct or not, (3)
whether the method of distribution has brought good result, which everyone,
both the critic: as well as Government have got in view.

As regards the estimate of the rice production we have got only one
set of figures that has been published by the Agriculture Department. 1If
we do not accept this figure, then there wiil be only one method of coming to a
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correct estimate of the production of paddy or rice in the Province, i.e., to
convert the whole of the Province into a weigh-bridge where the production
could be weighed. That is an impracticable ideal which has been set before
us.  What is wrong with the figures supplied by the Agriculture Depart-
ment ?  These figures have been coliected at great labour, great cost and
for a number of years. These have heen checked by various officers, the
District Collectors have got a hand in their collection, the Rice Marketing
Section has been dealing with them for the last six years, and the present
Agriculture Department, after weighing every [actor, has given out their
final forecast. And yet we have been told that all these figures are wrong.
If hon. critics said that those figures were wrong by 5 per cent. or 10
per cent. I could have understood their criticisms, but when they scrap the
wholc_ thing, knowmg. \'eIl. that nothing else. could be produced, it means
throwing the whole thing into a chaos. I said, S.r, we have onl| one set
of figures, and these have been published. The very critics will te}z’lr P
the context one part of the Sgures and rely upon those very figures fo tll:lom
unscemly criticism, but will discard the other part of the ﬁglt;res lr" h ‘é‘r
not support them. I was simply amused how one hon. MCmberwtl‘l_C (o]
wriggle out of the last sentence of final forecast to which pointed Iled_ to
was drawn by another Member of the House. It was pointed o ?ttenthn
most cases the acreage shown was lower than the normal acres 2 : that n
also shown by those very critics that from an estimate of g8 f: ; 1t was
normal production in the second forecast the figure had COHI:Q gent. of
81 per cent. Now, Sir, it redounds to the veracity and truthf‘ulnes~m¥‘nhto
Agriculture Department that instead of sticking to their wron Jﬁo S
they had the courage to come up with proper figures in the final foregures,
instead of sticking to their original position that the crop would b B(E;aSt g
cent. of the normal they now estimate it to be 81 per cent. and e
critic had jumped to the conclusion that hecause it show'ed a c? ne hon,
per cent. there could not be any extra production. He would sim qup of 7
the figures that have been given in the very report which thay } Pagioe
man took as text for his sermon. I had already read this out ool tl?n.l-gIemleh
In spite of repetition I wsuld again place ‘t before the Members e”TOu_se.
8 cwts. of winter rice as the normal yield per acre, the tota) : d ak".‘
Assam amounts to 24,726,400 cwts, against 23,945,500 CcWts opr?h e L
of actual area of last year”. I do not see any justification i thuI; C_b.g';_«,ls
the figures, in thus putting a wrong construction on the detailed ﬁtwlsnng
acreage of production, if we discard the total estimate of yield of tg}:}ures of:
same guthority. € very

One very simple criterion whether the Province is

one will be the mere process of multiplication. I dig anscl:trpi;s Or a deficj ¢
Member challenging my statement that if the entire populati ar any hon,
2 lakhs of the Province be taken (o be adult and cach is given %‘8 ot 1 crore
rice for consumption, even then the total quantity of consym & Ounces of
4,59,99,000 lakhs .maunds. I have made a very big assumppti;onn ]cornes to

i 2 1€re
uantity of rice whiph the rest 60 per cent. normally eq Slven the ’5:;112
consumption figure is well within the production ¢ the s ev
from 1940, a ﬁgure arrived at, when there was no COntx‘ovgrevmus. Ve years
it is admitted in that very report which was quoted b o Sy. §
that there has been a 10 per cent. extension of Cu]ti"ationne 10n, Membe,
not take 10 per cent; I calculated my figures on he bkt I saiq t would
I therefore stand on very solid ground whey, IS osf 2 5 per cent.

increase.
a’y that the
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Province is a surplus one, no matter however twisting of figures and bluffing
arguments have been advanced to show the contrary.

There is yet another very simple iest about ascertaining whether the
Province is a surplus or a deficit one. Government and the public are
buying paddy and rice in the Province. Is it the case of my hon. IFriends,
the critics, that Government are compelling every one to produce their stock
in the market, so that Government : gents may forcibly buy it ? No such
thing is alleged because it is not the state of things. [Itisonly the volun-
tary offering of the cultivators, who have gota surplus, to the market
which is being bought both by private traders as well as by Government
agents. Had there been no surplus, nobody would have brought any stock
to the market. I was rea'ly amused to see the learned I'L:pt‘uct_‘i]tzlli\;c of the
Indian Commerce propounding an unheard of theory of Political Economy.
His argument was that because price has risen between January and
March we must therefore presume that there has been a deficit.  On the
other hand I will contend and say that for the very fact that pcople are
producing their stocks for sale and also for export m{ls;ldu }hc Province, the
price has gone up. He spoke of mustard and mati kalai. I have gota
report only yesterday from Dhubri district ‘that a very big quantity ol mati
kalai has been exported outside by the constituents of the same hon. Mem-
ber. Pirobably I will have to issue an order preventing the export because

mati kalai is wsed as dal.

1 am always open to conviction, and I have requested the hon. Members
to give me their whole-hearted co-operation. But I get very much disturbed
and penurbed when I hear very uninformed criticism advanced before the
House with vehemence worthy of a better cause. Some hon. Members spoke
very vehemently that Government 18 not raising tl_lc |)Jr1c<; or rather manoeuvr-
ing the price of rice to remain at a low level in this l rovince so that either the
Agsam Government or their agents or the Central Government could make a

rofit. Two hon. Members from both sides of the House have made the alle-
gation that the profits go to the Government agents, but yet it has been stated
on the floor of this House many a times that Government agents are remu-
nerated by commission. They purchase the goods in the open market and
keep regular ac_coupts and after th; goods boug_ht_ have been transport«;d to
the proper destination, they are paid the commission. Whether the price is
high or low the loss or gain 1s not of the agents, but to the people of these pla-
ces where the goods arc transported. One hon. Member has traversed a
wide field in discussing this question. He has given the benefit of his resear-
ches from Hansard downwards for adoption by the Government. I am oblig-
ed to him for the trouble he has taken, but something which he has urged be-
fore the House seems to be contrary or contradictory 1o ‘his own statement.
At one place he s ys, start the Grow More Food Campaign not by extension,
but by intensive cultivation. knowing full well that for the_purposes of inten-
sive cultivation we have to gct chemical manure and chemical manure is un-
available at present. Is it worthy of him to make a suggestion which is
utopian at the present moment ? Therefore if he is conglstent,‘_he must allow
extension of cultivable arcas, but to this he says ‘no’. Then, Sir, this is buta
lip sympathy to the cause of the country just like the case of a patient who
is being treated by a specialist who advises 1o procure a medicine which is not
available in India to-day. The same hon. Friend spoke very vehemently
about the slaughter of live-stock. 1 agrec with him that live-stock,
specially plough cattle which is so very necessary for producing food, should
not be killed.. But can I ask the public in general through the same hon.
Member not to sell their plough cattle ? Can we force them not  to sell the
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only means by which they will have to till their land ? If the culiivator
voluntarily brings his live-stock to be sold, it is up to the leaders of the public
opinion to impress upon the people the gravity of their action.

The same hon. Member spoke that such a large number of goats are now
killed in the Province probably to feed the military people that we should
start manufacture of goat tissue virus in _our Province. This again is not
a real suggestion but a bantering one. Large number of goats have not been
killed in one spot that a manufacture of goat tissue virus could be started
there. Every body knows that military people arc scattered throughout the
country and if we are to take the same hon. Member seriousiy we shall have
to start goat tissue virus manufacturing in hundred places in the Province.

One last point and that is about the question of short staple cotton in
the Province which could be utilised for producing hand-woven cloth. This
again is a suggestion which has in fact no foundation. Quite a consit':lel\ablp
quantity of short staple cotton is grown in the Garo Hills, but not a £
that cotton is purchased by our weavers or by our spinners in order t i
yarn out of it. The whole quantity is carted awav to Gﬂlcuttl 0 make
places in Bengal. If really my Friend is serious in “this S ag a or other
Government should encourage the growing of short staple gcg(:stxm} fhat
Province, he should first experiment by buying a bale from th % E(})n‘m e
and my hon. Friend Mr. Marak will help him to get that a-,de halo Hills
be introduced among the weavers of the valley from \\'hitl:h that cotton
comes. And if the cotton can, be made into yarn successfully, T aliy Frl?nd
that the entire crop of the Garo Hills will be bought b’\, (—;J}re him,
and distributed to the spinners and Government wilrstart e overnment
grow this cotton throughout the Province. ‘ampaign to

My hon. Friend cried and cried again about {he nakedn
populace, but the way he dresses himself belies that description CS[S, oF sthe

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Docs the hon. Moy, (C04ghier).
amendment ? ¢ press his

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Yes, Sir, 1 press mv

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: The question is : ¥ amendment,

“Taking the economic situation of the Province ; :
Assembly is of opinion that Government do take i =Tation, this
introduce the following measures amongst others to protect (] teps to
against the possible crisis due to shortage of essentia] f‘ooldle Province
clothings G. 3 “Stuffs  ang

1. The Grow-More Food Campaien be pr

expert and qualified officer. i LR handled by an

2. To set up regional Food Advisory Boards throughouyt

to regulate the production, supply and price, the Provin(;e

3. To introduce ration cards, if necessary.

4. To make. adequate provision for the increased

short staple cotton which may be utilised for'

handloom process,

5. To make adequate arrangements for the supply

quantities to the weavers, NOE

6. To make arrangements for the adequate g, |

7. To stop export of all kinds of food-stuffs lthp}t) Y of sty

Province and are required to be StOPpeda ar

of the Province, and

8. To make arrangements for adequate Suppl;

food-stuffs and other necessaries of life ** Pplies of othe

The question was negatived

p'r()duction
Making cloth I;)}f;

yarns jp big

nda.rd. cloth,

grOV\.rn in the

to
the needs

T essentia]
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then the other question is:

<¢That after the words ‘be taken into consideration’ at the end of
the Motion, the following be added:

¢and that this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of

Assam do constitute a committee to devisc plans for starting, with
improved mechanical metheds, industrial co-operatives and agricultural
collective farms, immediately throughout the Province, in order to put
an end to theacute food crisis through which it is passingat present’.”
The question was negatived.

It is not nccessary to put the main Motion to the vote.

Prorogation
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I am now announcing the order of

His Excellency the Governor proroguing the Assembly. ;
B, «In exercise of the power conferred by clause (&) of sub-section (2) of

section 62 of the Government of India Act, 1935, I, Andrew Gourlay Clow,
the Assam Legislative Assembly at the conclusion of

hereby proroguc
e he 27th March 1943.
its sitting of the A, G. CLOW,

Governor of Assam. >
The Assembly was then prorogued.
A. K. BARUA,

SHILLONG,
Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.

The 15th May 1943
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