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Proceedings of the Twelfth Session of

Assembly, assembled under th
of India Act, 1935

the First Assam Legislative
e provisions of the Government

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 2 p.uM. on
Friday, the 26th March, 1943.

’ PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar D

. as, Speaker, in the Chair :
Hon’ble Ministers and forty-seven Mem :

; the nine
bers.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

ToYwhir . =y o -
( which oral answers w cere given)

Realisation of Agricultural Income.ta\:

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE asked :

*89. \Nillw1 Exovcrnment be pleased to state

a) The total amount realised as Agri -

( the years 1940-41 and 1941-45 20" 273l Income.

(b) The total amount of such t

(¢) The total amount of suc]
during the said period ?

(d) The number of tea estates assessed
period ?

(¢) The number of Zemindars
said period ?

(f) The amount of such
during the period ?

tax during

of such tay during that
assessed of sycpy tax during the

tax realised from these

‘ Zemindars
(¢) 'The amount of such tax realiseq from othep
the aforesaid period other than tea gy 2SSCSsees during
and the number of Stes

such assessees ? and Zemindars g

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHOUDH

82. ()—Rs39.20,143 in 194041 and Rs.27.1; 1ep fSRcdy
[The above figures have been taken from the "Act;l;pl 941-42,
printed Budgets for 1941—4:‘2 and 1942-43 and include fo, 19 colump of the
(z) arrear collections for 1939-40, current dem\ 0S8
collections for 1940-41 s and for 194149 and and advance
(&2} arrear collections for 1939.4( and 1940'4,
demand and , advance collections o, ]9-1 1 ang Current
difference of about Rs.12 lakhs. between 1-43. ere is
the larger collection in 1940-41 i5 , the twq &

u
fact ﬁlat the major portion of the CCounteq £ rg L s and
i.e., Rs.13,77,855 (after 50 per ¢ Sugets e
was collected in this year]. s Temissioy, " 1.939‘4:0,
b)—Rs.29,84,998 for the assessment year
for 1941-4(2) up to 31st January 1943, 194‘0‘41 and Rg, 94 98045
[As the assessment, specially of tea concerns o s72,
during the year, proceedings usually hang on for Yéars Itlélot hbe completed
i ; gether]. S
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(¢)—Rs.20,98,887 during 1940-41 and Rs.13,94,188 during
1941-42.
[The said amounts represent the actual demand made and has no
reference to advance collections]. The details are given in a statement laid
on the table.

Statemenls referred to in repiy lo .\'Iar{;ed question No.82(c)
u

Period Tax assessed
Rs. a, p.
rfor 1939-40 11,85,8905 0 0
In 1940-41
for 1940-41 ... 9,12,992 0 0

20,98,887 0 0

for 1939-40 ... 63,124 0 0
In 1941-424 for 1940-41 ... 8,70,002 0 0
| for 1941-42 ... 4,61,062 0 0

13,94,188 0 0

. (d)—The number of tea estates or assessecs cannot be easily
?scerta_med. The number of tea assessments made during 1940-41 and
941-42 was, however, 523 and 370 respectively.

The details of these figures are given in a statement laid on the table.

Statement referred to in reply to starred question No.82(d)

Period No. of Estates
for 1939-40 ... 302
In 1940-41 4
(for 1940-41 ... 221
523
for 1939-40 7
In 1941-422 for 1940-41 ... 140
for 1941-42 223
370

(Lt
aSS_e53ed é?li{nbe that the same tea estate and oOwWIners t}ler.COf may have becn
give the num%)the same year for different years and it is not possible to
Stucof . teg . estates or -of the assessees without a minute

csta_t_es COV(EI)'cd “{;; Otri:ca;-seeizrds_ Further, an assessee may have several tea
1941-42, 120. T.l%i Qumber of ]Zemindari for 1940-41 was 191 and for

the above periods -cznnumber of Zemindars or Zemindaries assessed during
_ For reasons see tﬁgtnbe easily ascertained. o e ey
given In a statement |ajq 0(::‘3 under -the preceding reply. 1he detals arg

e ..

e
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Statement referred to in veply to starred question No.82(e)
Period

[for 1939-40

No. of Zemindars

90
In 1940-41
(_for 1940-41 101
191
for 1940-41 S 12
In 1941-42
3 for 1941-42 108
120
(/)—Rs. 83,999 during 1940-41 from 191 Zemindari assess-
ments and Rs. 2,11,703 dl“'_illg 1941-42 from 120 assessments. The details
are given in a statement laid on the table.

Stalement referred to in reply to starred

question .Na.B.?(f)
Period Tax realiseq
Rs. D
(for 1939-40 .. 42,293 3 %
In 1940-41<
|_for 1940-41 = 41,706 0 0
83,999 o
(for 1940-41 1,10,951 ¢ 0
In 1941-42<

|_for 1941-42 1,00,759 0 o
2,11,703 -0—“6
the fact that th
1941-40 < <

=< and there
Wwere realised ip

[The higher figure for 1941-42 is accounted for by
major portion of the revenue for 19

40-41 was realised in
was no 50 per cent. remission as in 1939-4,

0 dues of which
1940-41.]

(g)—Number of assessments—amount realised,

-Zemindars.) Rsisia :

e 1940-41 14 L 360RGatg.
1941-42 16 . 409 3 0.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE:_blFrom_the reply it is found
ernment has stated that it is not possible to give the Correct fj

t\},\]fit gic;v? May I request the Hon’ble Minister that in future if LIPS
tiorgsr are asked, they will try to give us the exact number
being assessed ?

Such 4
of estates tha(tluae:e

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUD
tried to be as accurate as possible. Not only we

have giVI:nU It{ge ﬁWc haYe
reply to Mr. Mookerjee’s question, but we have also €xplaineq th%::ureS s
i found. | :
tions ﬁﬁcrﬁﬁDYANATH MOOKERJEE : It i said thins i
1940-41 .an estate might have been assessed for 3 times fo, e Course of
i ase how can we ascertain the number of tey estates Years, 1p
that 'f‘he Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CH AUDHURI-
difficulty. We cannot give accurate figures, We :
figures as far as possible.

(non-tea and

Varia-

] That is our
haye SVen approximate
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: In future will Government
try to give us correct figures ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: The
implication is that accurate figures have not been §upplicd. We have made
our best efforts to give as accurate a reply as possible.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I want to know the number
of assessees for that particular vear.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : That is
difficult. It cannot be easily ascertained.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Cannot this difficulty be
removed ? T think it is very easy. [ am ready to give my assistance
gratis, Sir ?

B. T. Hostel, Shillong

akecll\dfaulnvi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY
S .

s *83. (a2) Will Government be pleased to state whether it is a fact that
the Director 9f Public Instruction, Assam has allowed some non-B, T.
students to reside in the B. T. Hostel at Shillong ?

(6) Isit a fact that those non-B. T. students organised a  Saraswati

Puja in the B. T. H : e . =t _ :
BtUdents oEMhE T e ?)stel this year inspite of the protest of the Muslim

LA aA (¢) Are Gpvernrpcnt aware that outsider students of different schools
Sistted t}?gcli[ OfS}glllong including one Professor of a local college frequcnt‘ly
€ Hostel in large numbers in connection with the Puja ? 3

S)‘f_)PIS‘ ]flt a f‘act. that the matter was brought to the notice
ublic Instruction and that he did not take any action ?

hadee in(:f:)l‘\;[t‘snléz %{l%t that on the occasion of that Puja festival the Police

B o S ates of thrtr HISperse a large number of students including the R

i Ee ostel and a Professor of a local college for causing dis-
assaulting Babu Pradyunna Kumar Datta, B, a. ?

Director of the

T :
repliedh:e Hon’ble ‘Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN

83. (@8)—VYes.

((‘f?g“;‘ishe%Hmdu students of the B. T. class and the St. Edmund’s
Muslim stug the Pu{]ai in the B. T. Hostel with the consent of the
stel.
College visiteq t?lg one  Professor and some students of the St. Edmund’s
(d) & (€)— ostel on the occasion.
Mr. P. K. Datta there > Tesult of a hitch between the Hindu students and
wati  Puja. €re was some disturbance in the celebration of the Saras-
:The Police who we
notﬁhmg in the matterrc %’G patrol duty appeared at the spot, but they did
he n personal discugsio, .. o" this incident was reported to the Principal,
enquiry into the matte, ;vléh the Director of Public Instruction made an
who were found guilt N4 took disciplinary action against those students

Y and settled the dispute.
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. Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: May I know what was the cause
tt)f that disturbance ? Was it stated that there was a disturbance between
*¢ Hindy and Muslim students ?

The };;,:’;)le Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR ‘RAHMAN :
?Q The hitch was between the College students and a B. T. student who
Vas 5 teacher.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know if among
these non-B. T'. students, there were students of the St. Edmund’s College ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN ¢ Yes.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Do I understand that
Criment have stopped non-B. T. students to reside there ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN - No.
. Maulavi Dewen MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY . Do the
G?\f:‘:rnmem propose to stop the Puja in the B. T. Hostel where Muslim and
m‘}Il} students live togf'.therB? 3t ]
he Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYID
Thffslnatter will be considered. o RAHMAN :
rijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I it g 5
Saraswatj Puja is being celebrated by the B, T. studcnltc:f‘;.‘?ﬁt tlhat the
years without any protest from any quarters? ¢ last few

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Hop. Members are ignoring ang go;
beyond the answer given. The answer is that the Puja wag celcb; nt dgol-ng
the consent of Muslim students. ated with

GOV

Madan Raja Estate

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER_]EE asked :

*84.  Will Government be pleased to state— 2
(a) The amount realised as Agricultural Income-tay 5
Raja  Estate in Habiganj Subdivision during ¢
1940-41 and 1941-42 ? § the years
(b) The total realisation of the said Estate during |
(¢) The total rent roll of the said Estate for 195&-4?490-41?

om Madap

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replieq -

84. [a)—No amount of Agricultural Income-tax wag 5
Madan Réja and Md. Natir Estates during the years in questic?rsfssed on the
(b)—The total realisation of the said Estates iﬂc]uding
and back rents during 1940-41 comes to Rs. 14,530-3-5. Current
(¢)—The total rent assessed on the said Estates up o 1o
amounts to about Rs. 14,348, 40-41
Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKER]EE: May I know from the G
ment why no assessment was made for the years 1940-41 54 194149 g\’ern.,
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: N, amoyng

of Agy;
-tex was asgessed. - 8ricuyl.
turall&ic%HIIDY ANATH MOOKERJEE: Why, Sir, What g ¢

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI . 7 an D€ reasoy 7
come within the purview of the minimum. ! id not

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What 15 the Mmin;j

. 00 ? :
Is it ';1‘?1; l};f,;?ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR AL]J.

to the hon, Member more than I do.
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister
take it from me that the minimum assessable income is Rs.3,000 7 In t_lns
case Rs.14,530-3-5 were realised and excluding 15 per cent. for collection
and other local charges as well as revenue and local rates we think the
amount was certainly more than Rs.3,000. So, why no assessment was
made in this case ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: That was not for a
particular year but it included the previous year’s arrears also. Moreover, as
indicated in the main replies the amount represented the incomes of two
different estates jointly,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Whatever is realised during the
particular year, it does not matter whether it is for that year or for 20 years
before. I think, the Hon’ble Minister also knows about the Section rcgard-
ing this and the recent ruling on the point.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: May I know from the
hon. Member when that ruling was given ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: The ruling has been referred
to in several cases by the Government.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: The hon. Member
refcrrggl to a recent ruling and T want to know the date of that ruling from
him, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : All right, Sir, I shall supply the
date of the ruling but in that case, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to
sec that this Estate is assessed ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Certainly that estate
will be assessed if law allows that.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Establishment of Agricultural Banks

Babu LALIT MOHON KAR asked :

61. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether they are aware that private money-lending business
has almost ceased to exist in rural areas of the Province, and
the agriculturists are the worst sufferers ?

(6) Whether they propose to establish agricultural banks in diffe-

rent rural areas for ameliorating the condition of the agri-
culturigtg ?

The Hon’ble Maulav; ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :

61. (a)—Governm

) en i
pormal times there j ¢ are prepared to concede that in the present

ab 52 good deal of truth in the hon. Member’s state-

ment.
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Three merchants of that Bazar were prosecuted and
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(b)—Tt is not clear what the hon. Member has in llmmd.l ' If hf;
means Co-operative banks, such societies alrca_dy' exist 1111 a r&lriogreaﬁ‘sncl)
the Province. The present number of such societies 1:‘1 a molst = -1 Lhe

‘0 operative Department is alive to the necessity of hel pllnlg tl“: agriculturists
with finance and is trying to organise socicties 1 suitable localities where
arrangements for financing such societies exist. Government have already
taken up a scheme for the rehabilitation of the movement,

Appointments beyond cadre made in Provincial Services

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN asked :

62. Will Government be pleased to state the Number of
ments made during 1942-43 in different Provincial ervices beyond their
normal cadre with the names, designations and scales of pPay of L
officers ? ‘

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
replied ;

62.—A list is laid on the Library table,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: The reply
‘a list is laid on the Library table’. Mav I enqu
why it is laid on the Library table ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. Membe.¢ will 4]
what is repeatedly stated on the floor of the House, The 111{:
means the table just to my left on the floor of the House,

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

to question
ke 0.62 i
ire of the Hon® le 1{init::§1t‘

ays forget
Tary table

Sale of food-stuffs at Sachnabay,

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

63. Will Government he pleased to enquire ang State_
(a) Whether they are aware of the complain¢ that
food-stuffs have risen abnormally beyong th Prices ¢f
of purchase by average consumers » the
() Whether they are aware of the other

: comp]a;
shop-keepers of Sachnabazar in Sy Pesun

Namgap; lat the bio

not sell articles of food-stuffs at Govemmgubdivisio &
rate ? fontrolleq
(¢) Whether they are aware of the complajn

keepers prefer to refuse consumers on the p te};at these Shop-

stock to sell articles at controlled priceg » i having no
(d) Whether it is a fact that the big shop -keepers of

have been deliberately refusing to sell Muygt ‘achnabaz

the 15th February, 1943 on the plea e i =

tl o1]
stock ? it h fl‘orll'g
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD ls |
replied : AADULL A

—7Yes, prices have gone up in the case of s
63. (‘;)__There were complaints of proﬁteerin fooq.

info CBVicteq > 2Chnap,
(¢) and (d)—Government have no such mf‘?‘.‘n!at_i@p.d ' il
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OMP INT ABOUT THE SCARCI l.\ [2
Tk CS?%\%I'ER SUPPLY IN SHILLONG :

Rz report on the Jorhat Jail incident

URI: Mr. Speaker, Sir.
Eopint R OXIEN KUIYIAR’ CHﬁfqifcr to read out 1(5 the ’l'Iousc
May I again request the Hon’ble Prime Minis ’y
the report on the Jorhat Jail Inquiry, if received : :
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD 1 SA}‘\DUiLLA.
Mr. Speaker, Sir. In pursuance to my promise that I made lyf:.stcrday ;m
the floor of this House, I was myself going ro mention _.lbuuz this, I tele-
phoned to the Chief Secretary about this but he replied that he has not
received the report up till now. I again inquired of him Just now before
entering this Hall and he informed me that he ha|5 not rcqen\.r(:(l it. I told
him that my hon. Friend Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri },1«15 returned from
Jorhat with the information that the Deputy Cmnm:ss_mnc" s report has been
submitted. The Chief Secretary said that the report in  that case may be
with the Commissioner. I have asked the Chiefl Sccrct‘a.r.y to tc::lcphqnc to
the Commissioner that the report should be sent soon, if it be with him.

*Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: e Sir, an inquiry was
made under certain section of the Jail Manual. I'hat is not exactly a
Judicial Inquiry and that section of the Jail . Manual says that the report
shall be sent to the Inspector-General of Civil I-Ios[)ltals. In that rule
there is no mention of the report being sent to the _(myr:_:'nmc:nt.. So I
think, the report may be with the Ins;l')(:c:tm“-G(!ﬂCI‘_ElI of Civil Hospitals, 1
hope the Hon’ble Premier will kindly inquire of him also.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUI:IAVIMAD S.AAI.)ULLA:
Very well, Sir, T will again speak to the Chief Secretary to nquire from
the Inspector-General of Prisons.

Complaint about the Scarcity of Water Supply in Shillong

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Mr. Speaker, Sir. May 1, with
your permission, please refer to a matter of urgent public importance. The
matter, though most urgent, I regret to say has been so for several years,
and has more than once been raised on the floor of this House, T refer to
the Shillong  water supply, which has long been a source of public
discontent and inconvenience. As an example of what is happening

}_;esterday there was no water in Pinewood Hotel from 7 a. m. until nearly
P-m.

The population of this Capital town of Shillong has been expanding for
the bast several years, and there has been no effort to expand the Water
SUPPLY in ratio to ‘the. increased population.

thi The _inconvenience to the public, and the dangers to health, arising from
w'llsl P}?mnon are obvious, and there is no need for me to dwell on them, T
loln k ﬁefqrﬁ: close with the request that Government will Insist on the Shil-
necgss umctpal.ity improving matters and if necessary assist them to obtain
grie:raiw Tateials, and in any other way they can, to the end that this
°¢ Mmay be Immediately resolved.
M g;l:ag:nél?le Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVAR Ty :
gt t},lg_ “}aam sorry to learn from my hon* Friend Mr. Blenner.

ter Supply was stopped yesterday in the Pinewood

*Spee(;h 10t corrected by the hon, Member,
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: event. We
Hotel from 7 Ay, to T p.ar.  This is of'--coui‘s.c-a l‘jmrycl'ltzll:.s(')lzalsuppl}' water
all know, Sir, that here in Shillong, the MumClI?a 15 (;t only three sources
throughout the whge day and night because we 1avel.§es Under the pre-
from where the wate, is supplied to the different loca 111 1,{t e
sent AITANGEMERE thes oanmnt supply water tllr?i‘lg 1tond Sir, during the
they have to stop it for certain hours a day. I un ?rs 3 f;om ’11 AM. Lo
dry scason, the water i stopped in almost all the E ch?ls t localities from
4 r.m. and in other seasons it is stopped in five o= e e}rensl illong Muni-
12 o’clock to 4 o’clock in the afternoon. Sometime ago the Shi S gted o
cipality drew up a sche me for which a very big ATHOLLIEL }\lvasl\{cst.lrl:laalit- g
fact, it was Practically bevond the competence of both t CY ug_l('-lp 1‘g o
also Go vernment to finance apd so, that was dropped. 1\0“’_1 1r1,1 as tg' 1
the stoppage of water in the Pinewood Hotel yesterday 1 sha cf'r ﬁ-lnbY
make an enquiry from the Chairman of the 1\“[1111:C1pz}11t}’, anfi I sha hc
only glad ro inform the hon. Member who raised this question  why the
sater was Stopped. T sha]] also try to see that lh_ls mconvenience 1S not re-
ks ted in future. There mav he something wrong in the line for which water
P_('i]d not be supplied ¢4 that area in particular. 1 ghaj bring this fact
:é,othc notice of the I\'Iunicipn'lity and will let My, Blcnncrhassett know what
was the cause.
Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: Mr. Spenker, Sir.
to make it quite (:_Icar to the Hon’ble x\‘I_inistcr that I g
about yesterday’s incident, I just gave it only as a? X
happening and T am very grateful for his nssum}ncc Ol assistance ang also for
his very able corroboration of all T said a_bout the watc.r supply.
Mrx. JOBANG D, MARAK: M, Speaker, Sir, Tp Shillong the
water is supplied directly from the source.

I would like
not complajp
sXample o hot is

There should be no hours for stopping water suppl
omes directly from the natyra) sources. In Tura, the
sctoppagc of supply hecause there too water comes dire

y here bec
e are no
ct from the s

ause Water
hours of
Ources,

Re Condolence Motion

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ; 1 am to inform the hon.
that Mrs. Nani Dutta, widow of late Srijut Sonaram Dutta; has se
expression of her heart-fe]t gratitude for the condolence Motion, which the
House adopted, on the death of her husband. :

Resolution 7 recruitment to the Assam Civjl Service

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now, the Ionuss:c will take up further
discussion of the Resolution moved yesterday, ""?w.l STh.‘S Assembly is of
opinion that all direct recruitments to the Assam Civil Service be_henceforth
d?scontinued and all appointments Pcrmanenth og ‘emporary jn . said
cadre be made by promotion from amongst the deserving Memberg of the

i ivil Service”,
Assam Junior Civi : ¥ : _

o et i b Rt bt by Moy 2 13

: . I would reques : hon. : Move ;; 4
%Fssal?glﬁgdg:‘?gr%al Resolution the following be SUbStltuted. 1t like
152 I e 2 :

t ¢“This Assembly is of opinion that 50 per cent. of Pesf)rultments to the
o

e e e Ve cent. iaf
he appointments, permancnt or temporary in the sajd Cadre, Ah2
the ap

vi bers of : Made by
promotion from amongst the deserving mem o the Assam Junior Giyi)
SCrViCe”!




550 RESOLUTIONS [26TH MAR.

AIN CHAUDHURY:
Ma“lf:"i yUlingng:gAn?ovc xﬁ%::‘f}l:c gg:slil I]{(ts:)lulion No. 1, the
Mr. Speaker, Sir, Ay
following_ be -“'UbSt’tu.thf:_inion that 50 per cent. of recruitments to the
““This Assembly is of opinic emaining 50 per cent. of
S ice be made direct and the re mng ‘
g nyly et vics )m nent or temporary in the said cadre, be made
L};,epigﬁ?é?iﬁ??&lp;;ozgst the deserving members of the Assam  Junior
ClVIlSSi:r‘;ltc:};pcars that the intention of the hon. Mover, x\{‘aml‘aw Aléc_iu.ll‘
Rahma;:, is to close the doors of recruitment ro. the r}-;?;minttl-:ﬁli]:;?: L t]l’l‘::t
Service against fresh graduates and La\.v .gr:tdud.tcs- il ol rcén o ! : ‘to
without doing away with the Senior Civil Scr\:lc_tfa g‘f e e 1 ’I'm‘-'ls 4
the Senior Service be made from the Junior Civi ‘l( "VXS‘S'"mn‘l ’I : .acx_m_]
that there are competent and brilliant officers in. t ]cth(‘r; : unior l;vilr
Service, but at the same time I cannot forget lh‘l} A Ail'(:::tc thual Y
competent and brilliant graduates who can be {:mlzj o \ the R ol 325
Assam Senior Civil Service. If the principle laid r)wn] n’ }C _;280 ution,
as moved by my hon, Friend, be accepted, then S”mcd . a?l c(l)l i Giiner 2 e
clerks of different offices may come forward with tl}e_ cmt( 1 ; 1‘}“ as they
run the administration quite efficiently all the r(:(‘.xu1tm_cn S[‘ . ?, : the  Assam
Junior Civil Service be made from them and the dUO‘S’ © Sff‘f" uittent be
closed to the rest of the graduates and Law grﬁtd.l(ljattf.s. tl. “’A- we hfntc
experienced that graduates who are directly recruite o the 3 ssam  Civil
: S NAbE R e k not less efficiently (h,y the
Service get the training in judicial work e Servi l
officers who are recruited from the Junior Civil eerICEC:, “ECause (il
officers in the latter cadre spend a considerable period of t ":;r S€rvice in
works other than judicial, and therefore th'::Y_r(fclu”'chag Huch tl_a'f“n . as
is requited by the new entrants. I am of opinion e i “ecruits, {e.,
those who are recruited direct to the Senior ClVll- -ervice, can cfficientl
pick up the work as those recruited from the Junior Civil Service. If the
Senior Civil Service is not done away with, the policy of direct recry
should be allowed to continue. I am therefore of the opinton that jp

the

itment

] order
to give a fair share of recruitment in the Assam  Senior Cl‘yl! Service to -
the officers of the Junior Civil Service the ratio shou_ld be divided as fifty
fifty, and with this view in mind I have moved this amendment, B

this
amendment I keep the door open for the competent graduates and Law

graduates and do not close the door as intended by the hon. Mover.

. With these few words, Sir, I move my amendment for the considera-
tion of the Houge,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amcndmeng moved : )

““That for the original Resolution, the following be substituted s

“This Assembly is of opinion that 50 per cent. c_>f recruitments to the
Assam Ciyj] Service be made direct and the remaining 50 per cent, of
ihe “PPointments, permanent or temporaty in the said cadre, be made

Y. I_Jrornotion from amongst the desewing members of the Assam Junior
ivil Service”

Mr. JOBANG D. M ker Sir, I think the original
system ig feasic{)l{ee?llonable for some reasons, and the p Shitmen

0 Or the timc being
t 0“15 1In the A 1t 3 -4 1 |]]ni01’ but also in
. : SSam v Semor or k]
oth.er SCI‘VIC(“.S: ) Gl g SeerCC,

: Pin;  CHENRIR G0 Educational Service, the Assan} School
Service, etc., we find that theren;rc some officers who have been in service
for some years but why &t

as a stumbling block to the progress of the
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institutions concerned. I need not name particular persons, but we want to
get rid of those officers.  On the other hand, there are smart, intelligent
and qualified youngmen fresh from collegss or universities, who can very well
replace the old, wuseless officers. There are some cases like this, Here
also, i.e., in the Assam Civil Service, Senijor or Junior, there may be
cases like that. I therefore, oppose this Resolution.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to
support the original Motion and to oppose the amendment.

Sir, the arguments put forward by my hon. Friend Maulavi Magbul
Hussain Chaudhury do not seem to me very sound. Sir, I cannot under-
stand why the doors will‘bc c_loscd to th.c brilliant graduates and Law
graclluatcs altogether. The simple question is this that there should be
only one source of recruitment, and officers of some experience and
proved ability will be promoted to the senior grade. This is the simple
point. Let the law graduates  and  other graduates enter the service
as Sub-Deputy Collectors or Sub-Deputy Magistrates as the case may b
And when after a few years, say 5 or 7 or 8 years, as the case may he yafte;:
they gather experience, let Govm'n_lment promote ﬁ'pm amongst the ’ex e-
rienced officers who will prove ‘Ll]Cl}‘ mcttle‘to the.semor grade. What do g\re
find now ? We find that even applicants of Superior calibre and qualifica T
do not get the a(.ivan_tagc .of' getting the senior service. Sir, that has caused
a greatl deal of dissatisfaction amongst the officers of junior cadre. If |
remember aright, there was a recommendation of the Retrenchment and
Resources Committee to thlS.Cﬂ(‘ECt that no direct recruitment should be
made to the senior provincial service apd there should be o
one source of recruitment and, as h'as been said by the original Mover
sromotion should be made according to the scheme laid down by him.
I think it is high time that the Government should very carefully think
whether this can be done without any further delay.

nly

Another point raised by my hon. Friend Mr. Magbul Hussain Chau-
dhury is that the Stl})-D(:puty Coilectors generally spend several Vears s
such works which will be of no use for judicial purpose. (Maulavi Muham.-
mad Magbui Hussain Chaudhury: T did not use the word ‘use] ess’) Bu
if the Executive and Judiciary are made separate and at the very beginnin
the work is distributed in this way then that difficulty will also he OVCI‘Comcg
With these words, Sir, I support the original Resolution . ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL.A -
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the proposal made in this Resolution looks very simple at.
its face value, but when it is considered deeply it will be found that this
system will not either be more efficient than the present system or help ay)
the communities that are entitled to service. Our Provincial Ciyj] Service ;
divided into senior and junior sections and the recommendation made by ¢} s
Resolution is that henceforth there should be only one recruitment, thv);t o
to the junior service and any one who is found qualified should | Prom .
to the senior service after a few years. In the first place, this will blockoiﬁd
e

prospects of candidates from the minority communities from getting iny
senior service for a long time to come. The minorities like the §Che(:1) ?l:hg
ule

castes or Plains tribal and some hills hi.bal, have their Opportunjt
into the senior as well as the junior service thrown open tq them Y1 ey
1937 when they were given separate rcpresc.nta!:xon by thig august 0;\1 from
They had, barring the very advanced Khasi Hills, very little s ssembly,
be recruited to the senior service. But since 1937, by the assid Portunity ¢

of their representatives in this Assembly, the doors of the
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have been opened to them. Some members from . those (::uvg;uri:-s have been
recruited both to the senior as well as junior service but  their numbers are-
very few. If now we stop recruitment to the senior service, what‘ will be
the effect ? These minority communities will not get a chance for about
20 years to get their share of representation in the senior service, t)ccnluse
all their candidates will be in the junior service and if we promote a man,
say, with five years’ experience, to the senior service simply because he came
from a particular community, there will be acry of r‘hscmm:ut amongst the
senior members of the junior service.  This, thf-n-ln.rc.', \x';!l grv.nt]y .'ul_(l
adverscly affect the chance of the minority communities of getting  their
share in the Senior Provincial Civil Service.

Then again, if we recruit cvery one to the junior service, what will _be
the effect ?  Our normal ratio of recruitment in the senior service who
generally do magisterial work and, in the Assam Vall_cy, also .\Iuns::ﬂ‘.s
work, is in the neighbourhood of 3. If we do not recruit any one to this

Extra Assistant Commissioner’s cadre we will have to recruit everybody to
the Sub-Deputy Collector’s cadre. But in order to make for the deficiency
in the

Extra Assistant Commissioner’s cadre those recruited to the junior
service shall have from the very start, to be given two _cl:fl::rcn} trainings,
(1) the training of Sub-Deputy Collectors pure and simple, 7. e. revenue
and miscellaneous work and (2) the training in magisterial work. How to
make a differentiation at the start ? If, as my hon. Friend, Mr. I\'IOOk“"jCFs
as recommended, every one should be kept on their normal work, that is,

revenue work for Sub-Deputy Collectors and then they should be promoted

to the senior service

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of explanation, Sjr,
That was not my idea. T clearly stated that at the very beginning it should
be decided who should do executive work and who should do judicial work.
Therefore, the difficulties that have been anticipated by my hon. Friend,

r. Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury, will not stand. That was my idea.

. The Hon’ble Maulavj Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I am
lelgcd to my hon. Friend for this personal explanation. Then he has demo-
Ils}'lcd his own case and has nullified his support to the original Resolution,
His present case is that although every one will be recruited as Sub-Deputy
Collector from the start, the selected candidates should -be classified into
two categories, Onpe should be termed Sub-Deputy Magistrates and will be
gtven only magisterial work and the other should confine themselves to
gevenue and imiscellaneots execiitive Works. Well, if that is the idea, that
1S an absolutely new and a very sound proposal, i. ¢., give up entirely senior
Service, henceforth have only one service called Sub-Deputy Collectors and
the Sub- €puty Magistrates. That will surely give monetory relief from
extra_commitment but whether we will be able to draw the right type of
men if we confine our magistracy to be drawn from the Sub-Deputy Collec-
tors, that i the question. Il on the other hand, as my Friend My, Abdur
Year;nan Suggests that let everyone be trained In revenue work. for a few ‘
Scniora::: atter seeing how they shape, they should gel; pror:nlotlon to the
jUdicials\,me‘ Now in the senjor service, they will be mostly wanted for
Period o (§) k_, €ither in the criminal court or in the Cl\ill court ; .thereforc the
tWO Servieo. 0N in revenue matter will be wasted. The functions of these
; 1C€S being entirely different, I think, the more practical point of view
hury. Hebe recommended by my Fricnd Mr. Maqbul Hussain Chau-
same time isays that keep the door for direct recruitment open and at the

Pilie Ty N order ¢ encourage good work and efficient discharge of duty
ol the junior brap gy, of the same service let 50 per cent. of the vacancies be
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filled up from this source by promotion. Althougl} we have not any defi-
nite rule on this point, yet this has been the practice in the Assam Gov-
ernment ever since I have taken charge of the Home Department from 1929
on—nhalf of the vacancies of the supetior service has been filled up by pro-
motion and half by direct recruitment. So, if the House wants to adopt the
amendment to the Resolution, Govern.aent will have no objection whatever
to accept that because that principle is already being followed by Govern-
ment.

My learned Friend Mr. Mookerjee mentioned that there is a recom-
mendation of the Retrenchment Committee to  the effect that henceforward
every recruitment should be confined to the Sul)-])cpuly Collector’s grade.
T remember a discussion to that eflect but not having the report 0}‘ that
Commiitee before me at the present moment, I am not in a position to say
what conrlusion the Committee arrived at. But my earnest request to my
hon. Friends will be that this question of bifurcation at the start shculd be
kept open for a few years more as I have promised already that
I get a little more leisure and we come to the normai time,
bound to carry out the separation of judiciary from the e
that case we will have 2 branches of service from the start—one will be
called executive officers and the other judicial officers. In this way e
solve the difficulties which my hen. Friends find to confront them,

as soon as
I am promised
Xecutive and in

I hope I have placed the Govcrnment_ point of view befor
Members and have also pointed out certain difficulties which will come in
the way il' we accept the original Resolution. In fairness to (jhe minori
communities and those communities who have very recently oot thc?:'
entrance but not their full share in the administration of the G0§ernment
services, I request my hon. Friends to consider that Resolution from that
point as well.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: No other hon.
speak. Then the hon. Mover may give his reply.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
find that in the whole House no other hon. Member is comine forward eith
to support or to oppose the Resolution which is to me » very :imp]e oneel 5

Sir, yesterday while I moved the Resolution I forgot to make i
of orie fact that so far as I knew previously the practice of the Assam Go
ernment was to make recruitment mostly in the Junior Civil Servige M: 5
of the magistrates who retired after attaining  their fiy]] length of Sy
and after being promoted to the listed posts, entered into §CI’ViCc §erv1}(ic
cadre of Junior Civil Service. Sir, that practice was iSCOutinuég the
very long ago. I may make mention of one of our Colleagues——the H Bl
Khan Bahadur Mufizur Rahman. He entered as a Sub-Dcput 0] ﬁu ble
but rose upto listed post. Y Collector

Sir, from the reply to a question put during this Sessiop a state
placed on the table by Government which showed (hqy i ment wag
10 Sub-Deputy Collectors are now mainly engaged in dOing i Mmany ag
and I am confident that these people are not discharging thf:irjd 1clal work
inferior way. If that be the case, Sir, I do not understang i Uuties in any
ment should not accept the principle which is very sty ly Y Govern-
Resolution. Now, Sir, T have got to answer two poingg Plﬁessesj in this
which the Hon’ble Premier has said from the Governy, t LT 1s the one
has said that if this Resolution be accepted by the Hougs oIt of view. He

: e o € Oor iF 4 =
by Government then the minority communities may he aﬁ‘ei:f;elcti - a}gcepg@
. ut Sir,

¢ the hon.

Member ig going to

I_ am surprised to
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the minority communities will get their due share in this service. In that
case I do not find any reason as to how the question of the minority commu-
nities comes in. Suppose, Sir, as he has said, from 1937 the minority
communities are getting their representation in Assam Civil Service and he
also said that their number will be very few, but are those who have entered
into the senior service, likely to be interrupted or interfered with ? T don’t
think so. If the spirit of the Resolution, or if the recommendation of the
Resolution is accepted, their quota remains as it is.

The Hon’ble Premier has said, if this Resolution is accepted then within
next 20 years minority communities will not get a man in the Senior Civil
Service. They were given representations from 1937 only and by this time
a very few of them have been taken in the Assamn Civil Service. His
argument is that only persons employed from other communities will get
chance of promotion to the Assam Civil Service from junior service as the
reprcscntation of minority communities in the junior service is too small. If
these few people of minority communities can show a bit of sacrifice the
Province will then derive a greater benefit. Now, Sir, according to the
present system the senior service people may pass to the scale of more than
one thousand rupees. Even some time while they occupy the listed posts
they go over Rs.2,000 but if this Resolution is accepted think, Sir, these

eople can be satisfied vyith Rs."{'SO. If the scale is like this that after they
get into the senior service the highes: scale will be provided for Rs.750.
Thus, the Province makes a lot of saving. Sir, money is not +he only criterion
by which the efficiency can be judged. If the judicial work can
be done by promotion why the Province should pay such a huge
amount towards the payment of these senior service men ? Now we find
that the senior officers who occupy the hstc_d posts are entitled, according to
the present arrangement, to draw a very big sz&lar)f which our poor Province
cannot afford to pay. If the question of minority representation can be
solved or if the hon. Members of thu:: House from minority communities can
be satisfied that by a very small sacrifice they can render a very big service
to the country, I do not find any other objection from the Government side
not to accept the Resolution. ’

As for the amendment which my hon. Friend Maulavi Maqgbul Hussain
Chaudhury has movec!, he does not altogether oppose the principle of my
Resolution but his m in point is that half fmd half arrangement should be
He also wants to keep open certain percentage, say about 50 per

osts for the senior service. Sir, if he accepts the principle that all the'
he senior service should not be recruited direct, i.e 5 only half of the
present requirement, then I cannot act_ually fO!IOW him on what principle
he moves his amendment. He said, Sir, _he did not oppose my Resolution.
It is no good keeping open 50 per cent. just to embarrass the country with a
financial commitment. With these few words I commend my Resolution to

the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, either my Friend, Mr. Abdur Rahman, did not catch
that 1 raised about the difficulties to the minority

made.

cent. _p
posts in it

the point

communities cr English not being my mother tongue, my
expression must have been faulty. I could not convey probably
in proper English, the objection that I had raised. I wanted to

make out this point, Sir, that according to the Resolution the senior service
will remain. The Resolution does not recommend that the senior service
should b‘? donec away with. He says that senior service should remain but
the recruitment to that service must be limited to the junior service and by
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The point that T wanted to make out on behalf of the
minorities is this. Under the present system which the Government have
adopted we are giving proportionate representation to all the communities
Inhabiting this Province into these services provided suitable candidates are
available. These minorities have got a chance to enter into the senior
service from 1937, Now, if we programme to stop all direct recruitments to
the senior service, then the minority communities who have to make a large
lee way will be precluded from getting  their share of appointments in the
Senior service. Ifin order to satisfy that objection, my Friend argues that
they would not objecct to the promotion of the very junior officers coming
from these communities then I meet his argument by pointing out that if
Junior men from the Sub-Deputy Collectors’ grade were promoted to the
Extra Assistant Commissionership on account of their nationality or their
category, then instead of bringing any satisfaction to the members who are
a]rca_d_v in the junior service, there would be very great discontent, heart
L)Elnhmg.and dis-satisfaction. That point, my learned Friend has n’ot seen
all,

Next, my learned Friend citing the case of our hon. Colleague Khan
B_ahadur Maulavi Mufizur Rahman has stated categorically that there was a
time when every recruitment in the Provincial Service of Assam was limited
to the junior service. I have consulted my Friend the Khan Bahadur and I
have Ien_rn.ed from him that in his time, t.e,, in the beginning of this century
the majority were recruite] as Sub-Deputy COIICCtOI‘S, but there were
always a few recruited as Extra Assistant Commissioners. When I heard
the argument from Maulavi Abdur Rahman that there was, in the old days
nobody recruited to the Extra Assistant Ccmmissionership I thought
he was rcfcrrmg to a period of three years when there was no re::ruitmentgto
the Extra Assistant Commissioner cadre on account of retrenchment

on. Members probably are aware that the Provirce wag passing through a
great ﬁnanc1a! stringency somewhere between 1926 and 1923 gAboutgth1t
time no recruitment was made to the senior executive service But it w;s
not a case of promoting only Sub-Deputy Collectors to the senior rade, but
1t was a case of postponement on account of the financia] strig 2ne’ of
aPpPointing any one to the senjor grade. Maulavi Abdur Rahm - hcy, t
fOI_‘tl_l a very curious argument. He has said that the diﬂ"ere;me I?; - I;11115
original Resolution and the amendment moved by oyp Friend Rrﬂrc;rlllavi

uha‘mmad Magbul Hussain Chaudhuri, is the same on rincli le
only 1t 1s a question of degrees, Well, if that is his idea, I cannoet ll?el hliom‘
It is just the reverse of Euclid’s postulate that a part is equal to the ahole'
My friend says that 50 per cent. is equal to 100 per cent. The main point
that he has lastly advanced is one of retrenchment and economy, Acco,%im
to him it will economise the expenditure on general administratiop reatlng
if reécruitment is kept at Sub-Deputy Collectors only. To g cc:rt.aing %
he 15 correct provided the period of probation for promotion to ma iextqnt
or judicial work is kept at a very low figure But if we have ¢, foug Pl
method advocated by one of his supporters, then there wil] be no ec Ratue
all. T will request my hon. Friend that he should advise the Serv'onomy 2t
he represents here, to be satisfied with the 50 per cent. which, th '€ whom
now and let them exert through their service association as they have got
Year, with a very strong presentation of their case and Probal, €y do every
their object will be achieved, 7.c., when there will he'y 4 Some day
judicial from the executive, Paration of the

promotion only.



556 RESOLUTIONS [26TH MAR.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I am putting the amendment to the

House.

The question is that for the original Resolution
substituted :—

¢<This Assembly is of opinion that 50 per cent. of the recruitment to the
Assam Civil Service be madc direct and the remaining 50 per cent. of the
appointment in the said cadre be made by promotion from amongst the
deserving members of the Assam Junior Civil Service.”

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Mover of Resolution No.2* is
absent. The next one may be moved.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY:
The question was sufficiently discussed yesterday. Therelore, I'do not like
to move my Resolutiont to-day.

the following be

Resolution 7¢: representation of the Ex-garden labourers in the
Legislature of Assam

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN : Sir, I beg to move that this
Assembiy is of opinion that the Government of Assam do move the Govern-
ment of His Majesty the King Emperor that in view of the fact that the ex-
garden labourers have not been represented in the Legislature of Assam,
they may e given represencation therein on population basis.

I beg to draw the attention of the House to the following :—

It is now about a hundred vyears that the tea gardens began to be
opened in Assam and when Assam was in dire need of labour for the above
purpose (or the opening of tea gardens), the Government helped to emigrate
labourers from the regions of Chhota Nagpur, Bihar, Orissa, Central Provin-
ces, Madras etc. from which the vast majority of tea labourers have conti-
nued to.come and carry on the tea industry of Assam till this day. The
descendants of the early tea labourers have cither continued to form the tea

opulation or have drifted to jungles and Government wasic lands which
they have turned into revenue bearing Jands and homesteads. These people
have continued to produce wealth for the Province, but in return they have
received scant attention either from the Government or from those who have
benefited by their labours. I call on this House not to forget that ex-garden
labourers now form an important, though backward, section of the body
politic of Assam. :

In the last Census Report of 1931, we read the following appraisal of
their condition and status. I am reading a portion of Mr. Mullan, 1.cs
who was the Census Superintendent at that time :— ’ N

«“Coolies in Assam form, however, a separate class of population, no
matter what caste or tribe they belong to, and hence it seems best to ’treat
all cooly castes and tribes under one heading, for all have one common char-
acteristic and that is that, in Assam, a ‘‘cooly’” is always a ‘cooly” and
whether he works on a garden or whether he has left the garden and settled

*#2. Babu Lalit Mohan Kar .. .. This Assembly is of opinion that immediate
steps be taken to establish Agricultural

Banks in rural arcas with a view to afford
facilities to the agriculturists at the time of
their needs in securing long term loans at a
: . low rate of interest.

3. Maulavi Muhammad Magbul Hus- This Assembly is of opinion that the Govern-
sain Chaudhury. ment of Assam do provide adequate sum
of money by a supplementary grant in order
to raise the pay of Primary School Teachers

from Rs.12 to Rs.30 per mensem,
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down as an ordinary agriculturist his social position is nil. .Incltx?d ﬁﬁ)m
many points of view the social position of coolies and ex-coolies is worse tlall
any class in the Province: they are educationally terrlbly‘_ backward, “c}i
have no recognised leaders or associations to press their claims or to work fo:
their social advancement, they are foreigners to the country and as a class
they are much addicted to liquor.” 0

'rhc coolies dir(‘_ctl\? COll]IBCth \\'ith the tea gardens have 5-0]-—1-1e sort o
representation now, but what about the ex-garden coolies ? Admittedly tl;czi
are backward, at least as backward as Miris, Mikirs, Garos and schedule
castes. Do the hon. Members of this House desire to perpetuate the pitiable
condition of these people by refusing to give them the only n_mansp of re-
presenting their needs and grievances, their pains and aspirations : I.am
sure there is not one member in this House that will refuse to do the just
thing for those people. the labourers, who have done so m.uch_ for the com-
mercial progress of this Province. Refuse them representation in the Assembly
and you thereby doom them to perpetual ignorance and vice. The ex—b'af‘dcn
labourers have made Assam their home. Treat them as natives of the soil as
you do the other backward classes of Assam and you will find that the
Assamese people will readily be able to absorb a population that has no
other home than Assam, and whose interests are bound up with the progress
of Assam. But in the meantime an arrangement for the protection of the
security and interests of the ex-garden labourers is lncumbcnt‘ and vita'lly
necessary.  Since the publication of the last census, T mean of 1931, which
stated that they had no recognised leaders or Associations to press their
claims or to work for the social advancement, they have formed an Associa-
tion called the Bengali Coolie Sabha or Assam Tea Labourers’ Association.

"The labourers residing in the tea gardens have already been given re-
presentation in the Assembly, but those who have left the tea gardens and
have settled on Government lands in the villages or bustee, have no special
representation in the Assembly to voice their grievances or give expression to
their aspirations. The case of these should be immediately taken up and such
Steps taken as will enable them to send their representatives to the Assem-
bly.  Nor is this claim absurd or impossible, if so, the claim of the Mikirs,
the Miris, the Kacharis, the Garos and the scheduled castes would fall to
the ground. Rejection of this claim of the ex-garden labourers would be
tantamount to saying—*‘*We want you to be where you are—remain in per-
petuity a class of scavangers or mere hewers of wood and drawers of water,
while the rest of Assam is forging ahead with their‘ plans of social and econo-
mic betterment.” The ex-garden labourers claim representation on the
ground of their backward condition and on the ground that they form a
large section of labouring population of Assam equal in number to all the
backward tribes combined. ~Reference may be made to the census report of
1931 of Mr. C. S. Mullan, r.c.s.

I call on the sympathy of the House for the ex-garden laboureys, I ask
them to give their vote in overwhelming numbers as a mark of sympathy
and goodwill. N othing will draw the hearts of these homeless ex-garden |,.
bourers as this gesture on the floor of this House.

With these words I commend my Resolution to the acc
Hous'f‘ile Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Resolutlion goved:

““That this Assembly is ofl'\gp_léls?n ttlfllth‘:rllg EH(:Vtélrnment of Astam do
move the Government of His Majesty —HIPeror thay N view o
fact that the ex-garden labourers have nOt‘bECl: representeq In the ‘] ec:‘ tlhe
%‘1’{? ?,[‘ Assam, they may be given representation therein SLE POP;II:;?O;:I-

asis.

®Plance of (e
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Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to add
-a few words to what has been said with regard to this Resolution. I have seen
ex-garden labourers in my part of the Subdivision. Their lot is very sad in-
deed. There is none to look after their interests. I find the lot of the garden
coolies is better than the ex-garden labourers. The garden coolies have got
their representatives in the Assembly. At the same time the garden coolies
have got their planter masters to look to their interests. But ex-garden labour-
ers have no one to look after them. Their lot is very sad. So far as my in-
formation goes, their number in the Province is about 4 to 5 lakhs. This class
of people is there in our Province but their grievances are not looked after by
anybody. It appears that the class has been merged in the caste Hindus. I
the law permits and the Government of India Act allows it, their case should
be recommended by the Government to the British Parliament so that they

can get separate representation.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Mr. Speaker, Sir, this Resolution is not new to the House. Mr. Sarwan
gave notice of such a Resolution in the year 1939. There is one little
difference between the Resolution which was then submitted by my Iriend
and the present one. The Resolution of 1939 ran thus: ‘“This Assembly
is of opinion that the Government of Assam do move the Government of
His Majesty the King Emperor that in view of the fact that the ex-tca garden
labourers or as they call themselves in Assam-—Chota Nagpuris-—who have
no rcprescntation in Assam, may immediately be given representation
therein on a population basis.” Probably my Friend thought that by
omitting the words Chotanagpuris, he would advance his cause ; therefore
these words are not to be found in the present Resolution.

There are three difficulties'in my way In accepting this rather vaguely
worded Resolution. In the present Resolution the words occur ‘ex-garden
labourers’. These are not qualified  Everyone knows that under the Tea
Districts Labour Control Act, it is the right of the labourers that are
recruited from outside, to be repatriated at Company’s cost at any time they
like, say after one, two or_thrce years. Any one who has served even [or
one year in a tea garden, if he goes back to _hls native country he becomes
an ex-garden labourer. Unless my hon. Friend reads in his Resolution ‘ex-
garden labourers who have remained in Assam’ his Resolution is much too
wide to be accepted by the House. In that case, people who have got no
domicile in Assam, will get enfranchisement. 'This is contrary to the whole
scheme of the Government of India Act. In the original, 1 mean 1939
Resolution, that limitation was there that they live in Assam and call them-
selves as ‘Chota Nagpuris'.  Probably my hon. Friend was confronted with
other difficulties for the number of ‘Chota Nagpuris’ is not the sameas my
Friend will like us to believe. I find, Sir, on a reference to Volume T of
the Report of the Indian Delimitation Committee which is a few years old,
that in the census of 1931, the labour population of tea gardens was
distributed as follows :—Bihar and Orissa—4,72,000 ; Central Provinces and
Berar—=82,000, United Provincr*s.—68,00q, Madras—58,000, Central India
Agency—15,000 or a total of 6,795,000, IFhere was no word used in that
report as ‘Chota Nagpuris’ and if we are to include the po ulation of the
whole of Bihar and Orissa as ‘Chota Nagpuris’ then their number will be
about 50 per cent. or little more than the labour torces that serve in the
gardens. My hon. Friend has therefore been compelled to remove this word
from his Resolution but as T have already stated before the House, the ex-
garden labourers are not limited to those who have settled in Assam only.
This is_ my first objection. My second objection is that the Resolution gives
an entirely wrong statement. Therein it is asserted that the ex-garden

—
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_l-ibourcrs have not been rcprcscnted in the chislaturc .Of.ASS'ATVH That
'S not so. The Delimitation Committee had referred to this in their Report
and it is also wellknown to every hon. Member who has contested his
tlection in the areas where the ex-garden people are settled. 1 find, b.lr-
that paragraph 549 of the same Volume of the Report of the Indian

¢limitation Committee has stated like this, ¢‘As regards the ex-tea
8arden population many of these will be qualified having taken up lanc_l to
Vote in a general constituency.”” As a matter of fact, they have exercised
their votes and have sent their representatives to this House.

Then Sir, the last objection that confronts me as well as the Mover of
the Resolution, is that we cannot increase either the number of the seats in
the Legislature or curve out a new constituency in India. The whole
thing shall have to go before the House of Parliament for an amendment
of the Act. Whether this will be done, 1 cannot say but as I mentioned
the other day, the British Government is engaged in a life and death
Struggle just at the moment and as there has been some promise made by the
Proper authorities that there will be change in “the Constitution after the
war is over, I think, the hon. Members will agree that it is not the
Proper time for the Government of Assam to move in this matter. Every
body expects that the war may end this year or next year or at most in
1945. So it is very doubtful whether His Majesty’s Government would
take up this small matter at this time of their trial and tribulations, Then
Sir, before coming to the House in 1939, my hon. Friend Mr., Sarwan and
his brother who is the President of the ¢Choia Nagpuris’ Assaciation
submiited a memorial to Government in 1938 and as then also I was at tlu;
Head of the administration, they saw me and 1 promised that their memo-
rial would be sent up to the higher authorities. All I can promise now is
that I will send up this debate to the higher authority at Delhi.

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir. May |
point out one thing ? T hope that the Hon’ble Premier will agree that tyhc
ex-tea garden labourers are those who have settled down permanently ;
Assam, and made Assam their home. Yieall

The Hon_’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
It ought to be in the Resolution. :

Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN : Sir, the
labourers are those V\fho have settled down permanently here
all hopes and aspl,l‘atlons h.ere, Now in view of the hope
given by the Hon’ble Premier, 1 beg to

The Resolution was, by leave of t

ex-tea  gardep
and they have

v that has bee
withdraw my Resolution, 3

he House, withdrawn.

Resolution 72 release of Security prisoners

and other political
pPrisoners

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speake :
I beg to move that this Assembly is of opinion that the Govern £> Sir.
Assam do take necessary steps to forthwith release the securit ment of
detained in prisons of Assam and other persons undergoing imprisg Prisonersg
offences connected with political movement. Nment for
Sir, first o['.all, 1 sha_ll deal with the case of security pris
reply to a question of mine the other day Government ha S?ncrs. In
there were as many as 227 security prisoners, out of whom 29 ated that
meantime released on some sort of undertaking, Ag regards c)theWerf:_ In the
1 have tabled a question but the reply to that has not been recei:cgr 1501331‘:
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Sir, I don’t understand what connection there ic between the security
prisoners and the sabotage activities which had unfortunately taken place

in the Province since last year.

Sir, scrutinising the list of the acts of sabotage which had been commit-
ted in the Province and the date of the arrest of the security prisoners, T
have found that the acts of sabotage had been mostly committed after the
arrest of these persons. Take for instance the case of Srijut Lakhesvar
Barooah of Dibrugarh ; he was arrested on the 9th August 1942, and from
the list I find, Sir, that the first act of sabotage committed in the Sadar
subdivision of the Lakhimpur district was on the 13th September 1942
where three Central Government’s sheds were burnt down at Tinsukia :
this was more than a month after he was arrested, and was the first and the
only act of sabotage in that subdivision as far as I could find from the list.
Now, this gentleman was released on the last occasion by the Government
headed by the present Prime Minister, on account of ill health, But before
any act of sabotage was committed in the Province he was arrested again,
and the only act of sabotage in his Subdivision took place more than a month
after his arrest.

Then, Sir, I come to the case of Srijut Sarvesvar Barua ; he was arrest-
ed on the 8th September 1942, and the three acts of sabotage alleged to have
been committed in his Subdivision were : the first was on the 15th September
1942 when the Local Board primary school in Bihpuria was burnt, the second
was on the same date when the Dhakuakhana forest office was burnt down,
and then on 8th September 1942 in the Bihpuria police station a small
bamboo bridge was damaged ; a smz_t]l shed at Dhalpur was burnt on 8th
September 1942, i.e., on the day of_' his arrest. T}_lesc are the acts of sabo-
tage committed in the North Lakhlmpur Subdivision.

” As1 told the other day, and I think the Hon’ble Prime Minister will
agree, that nobody can by any stretch of imagination think that men like
Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi, Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, Srijut Sarveswar
Jarua, Srijut Lakhesvar Barooah, or for the matter of that, any Member
of the Assembly, who are held as sccurity prisoners, would directly or
indirectly encourage or be involved in any act of sabotage. Sir, I would
repeat what I recently stated, viz., what the Punjab Government were doing.
They have appointed an officer to find out who amongst the security prison-
ers were really anti-Fascist. According to its programme, the Congress is
definitely anti-Fascist, but if C.;OVeTﬂIT_lCHt' have any doubt whether these
security prisoners are an_t1-Fasc1st and if Goyernment consider any enquiry
necessary, such an enquiry should be forthwith held by responsible officers.
If the Hon’ble Prime Minister has got any doubt, I would suggest that he
should go round and visit the different jails and try to find out from his
conversation with the prisoners whether there is any reason to suspect that
they have Fascist sympathy. If that course is not acceptable to the Hon’ble
Prime Minister, I would suggest that he might call a small conference of
district officers, revise the whole list of the security prisoners, consult with
them and consider whether it is necessary, in the interest of the peace of this
Province, to detain them any longer. ) )

Sir, I have carefully scrutinised the list and have tried to compare the
dates of arrest of these leaders with the dates on which incidents of sabotage
took place in the Province, and I have found that the incidents mostly took
place after the arrest of these leaders. If the Hon’ble Prime Minister kind-
ly goes through the list he will find that my statement is amply borne out.
Let us take the case of Srijut Debeswar Sarmah, for instance ; he was arrested
on the 9th August 1942, and the only act of sabotage in the Jorhat Subdivi-
sion took place on the 8th September 1942 when the wall and the notice
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board of the Titabar post office were damaged. This is the only incident
of sabotage committed in the Jorhat Subdivision. Yet our Friend
Srijut Debeswar Sarmah, who was arrested a month before the incident, is
still detained as a security prisoner ; no offence has been alleged against
him.

Then, Sir, T cannot understand the reasons behind this policy. Many
acts of sabotage were committed in the Sibsagar Subdivision, but fortunate-
ly for us it has not been considered necessary to detain any Member of this
Assembly as security prisoners. 1 do not know of any leader being :\rrestcd‘
there excepting Srijut Padmadhar Chaliha, who has all along been aloof
from the Congress movement, or rather has been on the side of the anti-
Congress activities. I do not understand why he has been arrested and
detained as a security prisoner.

Then, coming to the district of Nowgong, all the Hindu M.L.As. have
been arrested and substantial sentences have been imposed on them. The
sentences are rather exemplary. They have all been sentenced to two years’
rigorous imprisonment. Messrs. Mahi Chandra Bora, Purna Chandra Sarma
and Haladhar Bhuyan—all of them have been punished for substantial offen.
ces. But all the same I find from the list that they have also been detained
under Rule 38 of the Defence of India Rules._ I think Government will
detain them as security prisoners after the expiry of their sentences.

Coming to the Kamrup district, Sir, I hnd all the M.L.As. and the
leaders of the public were argested bcIOn.‘c t_hc middle of August 1942, s
first act of sabotage in the I\am‘rup dlstrmF was committed on the 28(h
August 1942. The first batch of leaders, viz., Srijut Bishnuram Medhi
Dr. Harekrishna Das, who is a retired Civil Surgeon aged 70 and Whoss’
pension was once confiscated but restored by the Hon’ble Prime Min e
himself, Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, Maulavi Tyebulla and others wece
taken as security prisoners on the 9th August. The first act of sal)ota'we
was committed on the 28th August after a.l'I the leaders were arrested, 57
after the arrest of Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi and Srijut Sidchinath Sarmatos
the 15th August.

Then in the case of Goalpara there were some arrests.
Dhubri Subdivision is entirely free so far as acts of sab

ed.

Of course
otage are concern-

In Barpeta Srijut Kameswar Das has been arrested and detained
security prisoner. He is as far remote from any such act o as
to sabotage as any body can be. I have dealt with these
about whom 1 have personal knowledge. I think there are other
which stand on the same footing. But my point is this: they have ‘i;‘ses
kept under detention for a long time on mere suspicion and it js high ten
that they should pe released. I asked the Government to give 2 alis tb time
acts of sabotage since 1942 and I am supplied with a lizt of the Ftihe
sabotage only up to 26th September 1942. Stray cases of sabot acts of
have happened after that, but I think the country is noy Hote - 5S¢ MNay
pcaceful and we want all the leaders, that is the COngress M C[U,lct and
represent 32 out of 47 genecral seats, to be released, [ shoulq .'l-' 8. who
that these Members of the Assembly and other importan . K€ to aqdq
services can be very much utilised at this critical hour of the ¢ caders whosge
apart from war efforts, we must take organised measureg e ount}‘ When,
for growing more food, for giving cloth, for producing Yion upplymg Eobil.
forth, should be forthwith released.  With all MY oppositig yarns ang o
party in this House and outside I must ~admit fa'n~ to t
Congress leaders are the persons who can  give E irness

: - suffic;
matter of growing more food, in the matter of pro ducin;wnt

f encou ragement
particular cases
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producing more cloth for our people which are just now the primary
needs of the country. So, I suggested th.. other day that the Hon’ble
Premier may release at least some of the security prisoners and other
prisoners in whom he has confidence and let us see for a month or so what
steps they take. Let them be released unconditionally, let them be given
sufficient liberty to move about and let us see what they tell the people, let
us see whether or not they discourage the sabotage movement and then we
shall draw our own conclusion. They were arrested long before any movement
was set afoot. Let them get liberty now and let us see what they preach to
the pe()ple,,whcthcr they discouragc sahotagc movement or not, whether
they take steps in the gr:ow-morc—lood campaign or not, whether they take
step for having more spinning wheels and more yarns which is a part of
their programme. If they really follow their programme there is no reason
for the Government of the day, to quarrel with them. Let them have a
chance. The country is fortunately at the present moment more peacelul
and quiet and this is the time when we should give them an opportunity.
I appeal to the Hon’ble Premier in whom. I have this confidence that he
will not do anything rashly or in any vindictive spirit. I hope that what I
have said in this House will be duly considered by him and that we shall see

the early fruition of my hope.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Resolution moved :

««That this Assembly is of opinion that the Government of Assam do take
necessary steps to forthwith release the Security prisoners detained in prisons
of Assam and other persons undergoing imprisonment for offences connected
with political movement”. =

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the interest of accuracy
1 should like to recall to Mr. Chaudhuri his remark that sabotage ceased at
I should like to ask him now il he would

the end of September 1942. 1 :
kindly reconcile the fact that since September 1942 there have been a
number of very serious derailments of passenger train and goods train in

the Province of Assam, the last .o{' which, as far as I remember from the
statement by the Hon’ble Premier, pccurrcd on 27th January 1943, in which
no fewer than 11 persons lost their lives. Isita part of Mr. Chaudhuri’s
case that in this Province sabotage ceased in September last and the
Province is quieter than before September 1942 ?
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: As I said I put a
uestion (Starred question No.62) in this House to the following effect :
<«Will Government be pleased to state the incidents of sabotage which had
» and this is the reply. I have

taken place in Assam since August 1942...
also said that stray cases of sabotage may have taken place after September

1942. Acts of sabotage are not published in the papers, I can only go by
fore the House. Here is the statement

the information that is placed be
There may have been stray cases of

which gives dates of incidents. ;
sabotage, but that the general atmosphere is more peaceful than it was

_last year, will have to be admitted. =
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, my hon. Friend Mr. Chaudhuri in his usual way—should
I say with his usual tactics—has appealed to my better reason and has
made a very graceful reference to my methods of administration. He has
t he has made, namely, one of

asked me to ponder over two suggestions that h
following the Punjab, and appointing a special oflicer to enquire who are

anti-Fascists and the other, of asking the Deputy Clommissioners to review
the cases of political prisoners who could be released without detriment to
the cause of peace and order in the country. I wish he had tabled his
Resolution _in th.c same spirit of moderation. As against that, we find that
his Resolution is far too general and sweeping ; he wants, without any
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rhyme and reason that every one who has been detained or punished for
political offences since August last should be forthwith released. Whenever
any recommendation is made it is usual for the Mover of the Resolution to
give reasons why he makes that recommendation. In the present case, Sir,
I listened in vain for any such reason which should compel the Government
to accept the recommendation made therein. Beyond making certain
Statements the hon. Mover of the Resolution has not advanced any
argument. In his opinion cent. per cent. of those people who have been :
put in prison are innocent. On the other hand, before the Ministry came
into existence most of these arrests mentioned by my Friend took place,
t.e. before the 26th August 1942 when the Ministry started to function,
The then Government thought that the unfettered existence of these people
Is a source of great danger to the salety of’ the Province. Since I assumed
charge, T have proclaimed both in "this Housa and outside, in my con-
versation with these unfortunate Friends of ours who are now behind the
prison bars, our intention to {cleasc from detention or restriction such
persons as may give undertakings that they will keep away from anti-
Government movement and from subversive activities and whose words can
be trusted. Beyond this, 1 do not think, I can 8o at the present moment,

My Friend assures the House that all the Members of the Gongress Part
are anti-Fascist and therefore they would not have either encoura edarY
allowed any acts of damage which has since disfigured the coumry“gBm o;
have seen reports of the sayings and doings of some of those very hon. Mem- |
bers which are in the Government files that the administration of the time-
had very sure grounds to suspect that the presence of these People without
any restriction whatsoever would be a great encouragement for the cnemy to |
invade Assam. |

My Friend has advanced a very curious argument. An ap)
as he is, I never cfilcard abllnorc \}\;cak l;1rgument than wh

y him. He tried to establish that there was no connect;

i?&wcen the arrests of these people and the starting of theCtsle?I?otWhatsocver
ment. But anyone could very well see that my Friend hag v SesLInoNe:
whole of his case when he wanted to draw the conclusion hgc ?]n away the
In other words, this sabotage took place only after the ] a; firawn,
arrested. I will putit in the natural context that these ]ead;?' 1::15 JYELe
people of the gang who were going to do these acts of viple ptihe
arson and murder and if the restraining hands of the leaders

they would keep them in check and when that restraint wag rwere i
the arrests of the leaders, the party with whom the leadecmOVEd Dy
contact went ou% of their hands and started this carnage. Hwere in

Sir, I have been touring the country and have he; -

Hindu, Muslim, Official, gllon-Ochialy—and GREe "Zgnpugélc OPinion—
whatsoever that at least some of those who have beep put bno' doubt
prisop bars have been very rightly placed there, [t was saiq ehing the
certain place that one of these prisoners who have beep, ACo to at
years umprisonment openly boasted in a public meeting i Nvicted to 9
500 guns m my hands and whenever I wish I can raze th 1 lavye got
to dust”. This statement was confronted to that Part g Ole town
by myself. There was no denial to this. It was Imet Withc ]ar. Beritloha
satisfaction. ) ¥ < M smile oF

From official records I find, Sir, that among ¢},
there are men who are known to have inStigate(] t? Security Piikons
sabotage which has caused Ipss of so many lives and g 1e

There are many who are !)elre\fed on very good groy 3 uch sufferings.
active part in such activities but they succeeded jp ;v tfidt
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their crimes because they and their associates have been able to terrorise
all witnesscs by means of cowardly mecthods of burning the houses and
threatening the lives of their relatives. One police officer has disap-
peared for many months in circumstances that give ground to believe
that he has been murdered, but the campaign of suppression among his
relatives is going on, and they are also ignorant how or where he has been
done away with. Ultimately, police has got suflicient evidence and a case
has been lodged in a criminal court.

Sir, if I remember aright, my hon. Friend at one time stated before
this House that the Government has done their best to keep the Opposi-
tion away but I am glad to find to-day that he has not tarred us with the
same brush and he has admitted that aithough.........

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I never said that, Sir. 1
said even if the Hon’ble Prime Minister wanted to release them, he could
not do that. I never said that he has kept the Opposition away.
“qg (AT T AT 7

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: But
I am glad that he has today admitted that although cases of arson and
sabotage have taken place in Sibsagar division, none of the leaders, not
even the Member of Legislative Assembly of that place was arrésted or
detained. The same is the case with Goalpara, my Iriend has admitted.
My Friend also stated that the country is quict and we should take a chance
of releasing some of thesc our friends who have been arrested or kept as
security prisoners so that they may use their influence in the country for the
sake of peace and order, for the sake of grow-more-food campaign, or,in
other words, for peace and plenty. We havc.rc!cnscd quite a number of
such persons on parole. Up till now none 0[' these gentlemen have shown
any real inclination to or done any act in the way, which my Friend
advocates, they will act as soon as they are released.........

Mr. BAID s ANATH MOOKER]JEE: On a point of information
Sir. While on parole why all the political prisoners are not allowed t(;
move freely to make any kind of propaganda against the sabotage move-
ment ?
: The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
While on parole these members ha.vc_- got full liberty to do constructive
work. They could advocate all kinds of condemnation for the subversive
movement but up till now we have not heard that any of those gentle-
men who have been released have .taken the least trouble to act in the
way which my hon. Friend Mr. R_ohmi Kumar Chaudhuri thinks that they
will. Sir, for the information of the hon. Members of this House, I nced
mention a few suggestions that my Friend has made—first, to find out who
_Fascist as his categorical assertion is that every congressman is an
We have some time last year seen the press statements or
the proceedings of the Congress Committee which'the police took away
from the headquarters of the Congress Organisation, Ananda Bhavan at
Allahabad. We have heard their opinion whether that party were anti-
Fascist or not. Although there was majority of opinion that the Congress
party as a whole should remain anti-Fascist, there were very influential per-
sons ,who were and are of opinion that the Japanese should receive their
sympathy and support.

Lastly, Sir, my Friend has advised the holding of a conference of all
the Deputy Commissioners to revise the list of security prisoners. I will
~ consider that suggestion and if possible, Sir, I will see what can be done.
I again assert as I have said many times that if these gentlemen are
really anti-Fascist, if they condemn these acts of sabotage what prevents

are anti
anti-Fascist.

| T
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it t and I will
them from saying that “T carry no truc!; }\’.lll'l”SllC]'l movemen
do my level best to oppose any such activities.

¥
My Friend mentioned the case of Srijut Sarbeswar Bal:tla,h tho};oilflo‘ingé
Sir, is one of those with moral courage. He says hw 3: S Seln
ashamed of proclaiming anything which I hate from my ﬁf'“‘ 3 l- .,of At
violence.” 1 think other hon. Members may follow the example J
Sarbeswar Barua.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I like t0 speak a
few words on this Resolution. I heard the Hon’ble Premier say that as so

IOk rs took to
as these leaders were snatched away or taken away the ['ollow_c
sabotage work........ :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I

have not stated any such thing, Sir. That is not my statement.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: I am sorry, Sir. I stand corrected .
As I have been watching the acts of the saboteurs and the arrest of leaders
by the Government my impression has been, Sir, that the arrests came long
before any act of sabotage did really take place in the country and so to
connect these leaders with such sabotage movement or the encouragement
of the sabotage movement is, to my mind, rather a misapprehension of the
whole aflair. - Mr. Chan-a was arrested perhaps even bclm_‘e he could know
that Mahatma Gandhi was arrested or other All-India leaders were
arrested. 1 will refer to one case, viz., Babu Purnanendu Sen Gupta and
Mr. Whittaker may be interested to know that this Purnanendu Baby
did his level best in connection with the work of the Burn_m refugees who
passed through Badarpur, Kulaura and other places of the districts of Sylhat
and Cachar. This gentleman has passed long 20 years In connection with
the constructive movement of the district of Sylhet.  This movement was
successful only for this gentleman. From my personal knowledge I can say
that to connect Purnanendu Baphy with any act of sabotage movement is a
down right lic and nothing elsc. Then, Sir, Srijut Purnanendu Sen Gupta
was arrested just on the day perhaps on which Mahatma Gandhi w
arrested in Bombay and to say that he was connected with any
movement in the district of Sylhet is totally incorrect.

About grow-more-food work and other constructive work Just now de-
manded from leaders by the Government and by the people I can say
Babu Purnanendu Sen Gupta was giving in the district of Sylhet the best
of services that any Selﬂes_s Worker can give. It was he who organised the
kerosene rationing worI_: in the Subdivision of Maulvi Bazar very successfully
in Kulaura thana and in othey places. It was through his effort that self.
sufficiency movement and  self:defence movement in the villages were starteq
in our district.  Sir, I am syye if he is released to-day he will do nothine
but these sorts of works, Judging the whole thing from this one case, Sir 'j:'[
can say the Government hag completely mishandled the situation ang has
muddled the whole affair. With these few words, I support the Motion

Khan Bahadur Maulav; KERAMAT ALI: 1 have inde ;
respect for my hon. Friend, Baby Nirendra Nath Dev, because T find
of all the Gongr‘cssmcn he, whenever he speaks, always Puts in some ¢
tructive suggestions. 1 am however not sure whether his statement to th
effect that in many instances he watched jche acts ol sabomge’ was: de
seriously. Iis exact words are “in many instances I Watchedrdhe .0
sabotage”. Sir, if he had watched these acts of sabota‘ge, may I Ly,
him whether, as a Gongresslman w‘ho stands for non=violenge, |« ever o
to prevent those people who were engaging themselyes ;

: n g v’ ;
taking recourse to such violent methods ? abotage, from

.........

as
sabotage

ed very great

ONng=
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Babu NIREDRA NATH DEV: I may inform the hon. Member that
by saying ““acts of sabotage’ 1 refer to the Press reports that are open to
every hon. Member of this House. As for what I have done to pre-
vent acts of sabotage, I may inform the hon’ble Khan Bahadur l}.l:]l' in my
humble capacity as Editor of the weekly ‘Janasakti'— a paper of no mean
importance in my district, I have consistently been preaching against al
acts of violence.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: I heard him say, Sir,
that he was watching acts of sabotage. DBut now he says that he watched
Press reports of acts of sabotage only.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE : I must congratulate the Khan
Bahadur for his humour.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: I also appeal to the hon. Members
of the Cabinet to effect the unconditional release of all anti-IFascist prisoners
at once. By anti-Fascist I mean the workers ol the ])nliii(‘.:ll organisations —
Congress, Jamiat-ul ulema, Communist party, Kisan Shabha, Students Fede-
ration, and Irade Union. Now it is an established fact that the last poli-
tical struggle was not Jaunched by Congress leaders.  Mahatma’s fast has
revealed to the world and the people of India that Congress did not stand
for sabotage, has proved that the Fifth —olumnisi and saboteurs’ claim to
represent Congress was baseless and has expressed that it was the interested
propaganda of the bureaucracy against the national organisation and has
also revealed to the world that the bureaucracy was responsible for the pre-
sent political crisis. Even after Mahatmaji’s fast the imperialistic Govern-
ment has attacked Congress by publishing the Tottenham  pamphlet—
“Congress Responsibility for the Disturbances”—which was full of contradiec-
tory statement, asserticns without facts and allegations without evidence,
It fails to establish any charge against the Congress except the one of being
a patriotic organisation and demanding a national Government to delend
the country.  The programme of struggle shown in the appendices can
never be one which can come from Congress and there is no evidence to
prove that they are coming from Congress Committees. One has heen
shown as coming from Andhra Congress Committee, at page 56, which
concludes with a warning :—“But please also talu’:- note that no move-
ment should be launched or any overt act dOllfi till Mahatmaji decides.
After all he may decide otherwise and you will be responsible for a
great unwarranted mistake.”” By publhshmg tl‘le letter at page 70, shown
as coming from Jai Prakash, .thﬁ C_entra_l GO'VCI‘ﬂm'_Jnt has done more
harm than good to the cause of checking Fifth Columnist activities. The so-
called revolutionary greetings could not havq probably recached the Fifth
Columnist, had the letter not been published in the pamphlet.  The Fifth
Columnist saboteurs—disorganised, demoralised—]Japanese agents will be
inspired and cheered by the grectings. : By attacking Congress in the
pamphlet and denying power to the_Indlan_pc_:oplc the Government has
attacked the organised strength of Indian patriotism to destroy morale of the
people and to speed defeatism. When Congress leaders were imprisoned,
leaderless mass upsurge that took place owing to the patriotic indignation of
the people, was organised into acts of anarchy and sabotage by the Fifth
Columnists. It is imperialistic bureaucracy which created a mass basis ol the
Fifth Columnists to operate upon. The Government pelted the patriots in
the name of defending India and the patriots pelted the Government in the
name of freeing India and the communist party cried hoarse and struggled
hard to draw away the patriots from sabotage movement organised by the
Fifth Columnists, to be taunted, sncered and assaulted by desperate strugglers

e —em———
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and arrested, imprisoned, detained and interned by the impgria}istic
Government. Now the situation has changed, as the courage and fortitude
exhibited by the communist workers of the Province have led the situadon
to triumphant issuc and real Congress patriots have \\rltlldrgan f1:0m the
movement. But Assam has been still continuing its repressive policy even
towards the communist workers. The reason is obvious. The communists
have been struggling hard to bring about the national unity acting as the
bridge between the premier political organisations of our people, the Con-
gress and the Muslim League.  The communist party seeks nothing for itself
to be acclaimed as worthy young brother party discharging its patriotic duty
in the hour of trial. At the present moment when the country is passing
through acutest economic and national crisis, every political organisation of
the country is realising the extreme necessity of national unity. Right of
self-determination of 111inorit§es will now be accepted by them all : so the
Congress-Muslim League unity is at sight. To effect national unity all the
unti-FaSc:i::‘.t prisoners must be set [ree at once. Though I know it
diflicult for the Hon. Members of the Cabinet to shake off the influence of
the bureaucratic officials, I urge upon them to work hard to effect the
unconditional release of anti-Fascist political leaders. Srijut Gopinath Bar
doloi, Mr. A. K. Chanda, Mr. Fakhruddin Alj Ahmed and other bon«r e
M. L. A’s are genuine Congressmen and are therefore anti-Fascist 1e°f¢bs
and that the communists are anti-Fascist is hardly required to be expl i
Most ol the Members of the House - cprauned.

know how courageous]
> : : e ag sly the communijsts
of the Surma Valley faced the last struggle at the risk of their liy e

in the middle of enraged people and whenever there were di?thgll;ggpefl
communists_‘.vcrc Present to put a check to mass upsurge. Now they h(.:e'?’
come out triumphant. Real patriots who joined the movement thinki [a.v-c
was really thc‘Gongrcss movement are now being won over by our n-lf;g ‘lt
I have myself won over many of the strugglers who would have k'\lvm e
and who are now working with me. tled me,

Now I appeal to all sections of the House to show theiy
support the Resolution.

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, should I;
speak a few words in this respect. I heard with rapt att,entio ou C}l like to
been said by the Hon’ble Premier. 1 for myself know it very w nil vif Lt has
acts ol sabotage are not in the Congress programme. '].‘hyerec gt
my Iriends who stood against these acts of sabotage and who Oﬂred{na}uy o8
that t!‘lCSt_: acts o[_HS'rll)otage were not included in the Ct‘;ngrcs}s3 ? .I‘Stmctly
But pity is this, Sir, thar oyuy leaders have been arrested and our Ell Ogtllamme,
b}ien scaled by Government methodically by prohibiting al] publicou 1? _have
S0 we cannot y}tFm‘_ a single word in public platform. We are urs mcﬁtmgs'
people of the Criminal Investigation Department lest we Speakpan 1;16 L
where and thus we cannot speak before the public. Sj, Sorn} t:ung any-
people are misled by these saboteurs. They bring some sort of’ e are e
and hold it before the public saying “These are the revised feag tPl Ogramipe
India Gongress Committec”. And our youngsters are guideq %S of the All-
programme. If Government allows us to speak freely before ¢ Y those false
gives us protection, we can speak openly to the public ; |y, . 1€ public ang
have not been given that opportunity. I think, Govc—:rm’he ‘1
our lips in this way, 0t shoulg not
ideas.

They should give us some chance % vandl
Cntilate
I want to give some suggestions to the Hon’ble Pl‘emier
lcaders who can command confidence of the publie should
and they should be given an opportunit uld be

: } Y (o speak
whole valley. If after that this act of sabotage Sti];’fj::}):_ thr
= ains,

it is very

sincerity and

Some Clongress

set at liberty
Oslghout the
overnment
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may imprison them. We would not grudge that ; but leaders have not been
able to express their view: to the public and still they have been arrested.
Somebody does this act of sabotage and Congressmen are arrested. This is
the position, Sir. I hope the Government will kindly look to this. More-
over, Sir, some Criminal Invcstig:\li(_m Department people have been set on
the Congressmen and some  prejudicial leaflets are placed without their
knowledge in their reading room and policemen harass the Congressmen. I
do not know what has led these Criminal Investigation Department people to
harass us in this way. I hope that Government will look to that also.

With these words, I resume my seat.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I add a few words, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I am one of those who
condemn this sabotage movement and the subversive activities. I can gather
from the speech of the Hon’ble Prime Minister this much that there are some
who have been kept behind the prison bars, have been kept rightly, thereby,
Sir, he admitted that there are some who have been kept there without m;y
justification. So far as those persons are concerned about whom nothing has
been proved against their chzu:uctcn:s zm(_! who have been kept there without
any trial or without any definite allegation whatsoever, I shall be glad if the
Hon’ble Premier wili kindly see that at least these persons are released.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN P Sir, Lht:ough you may I put a question
to Mr. Mookerjee ? Isit an All-India question or a provincial question -
whether this sort of detention is taking place in all other provinces ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Sir, I think that the Hon’ble
Primier will understand what I mean and that will serve my purpose.

Sir, Mr. Chaudhuri asked a qucstu_m—-sta_rrcd question No. 65——whether
the Government proposc to sct up a tribunal in Assam to review the orounds
on which each of the sccurity prisoners was arrested and has been since de-
tained. The answer was one simple word ‘no’.  Can we not expect all these
informations from the present-day Government ? LEvery honest man will
think that those whosc guilt has not been proved should not be detained for
an indefinite period. Isit too much to expect, Sir ? T think that the pre-
sent trouble is due to the over-zealousness on the part of the Coveriment:
The illiterate mass became restless when they heard that the well known peo-

le of the country were put inside _‘lllc jails without any rcason whatsocver.
They became very much nervous. Some of them became enraged, and some
mischicvous persons took _ad‘vantagc of the situation. They mds o fa sl 8
way that some of .thcsc illiterate persons thought that by this subversive
movement they will be _able to ’D.rmgar independence to India. Sir, I am at
one with the Hon’ble Prime Minister when he says that it is not the right
move by which independence can be gained, but at the same time, 1 request
him to consider my argumeht that whether because of reckless arresting
this movement was set in by some mischicvous persons or not ? Again I
appeal to the Hon’ble Premier that at least those persons whose guilts have
not been proved or there 1s no definite allegation against them, they should
be released and their movement, if Government so desire, may be watched.
They should be given an opportunity to work and SP@ilk. among our people
regarding this subversive movement. One of my hon. Friends who belongs to
the much condemned Congress group—much condemned by Government
Sir,—said that even when he is not behind the prison bars, he has not got the
opportunity to do anything which may assist the Government in prevent-
ing these subversive activities, I will not take much time of the House and I
hope the Hon’ble Premier will sympathetically give a reply to what we have
sincerely and honestly placed before him for his consideration.
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: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is with

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURIfTSSI\I;trailr)rhtwa‘;’ SRR R
a heavy heart that I rise to reply. > I must (:lon1 @ S tbakcn R e Ho e
been sadly disappointed by the position whic o I1‘215 i e e s
Prime Minister. He has said that I have put 0;1\\;¢11 stior; Se )
for release of the security prisoners. But I put.t 11? (%ue(]onorces e e
adduced any reason for the arrest of the leaders o dt “i 2 aol' ‘tht‘: Diovihe
these leaders were arrested 'longt]])C10r::011:1‘]:dsnsilllllr:$highlatlhbcz e DT p
Has he taken care to review the o PALEIRA i
Has he taken care to read the report llli_‘l.t. IICd tEI}illell:eatl; lt{:éi;l .Cmg'ltl((; %Llalrlrllilsé
Investigation Departments have reported. : 2L s
the correctness of these reports ?  Has he taken care to see _1‘ 1eTe 15 any
veracity in them ? Sir, in August 1942 the atmosphere was entirely d{I?ereflt.
The Congress was declared unlawful before they could publish El}(:u pro-
gramme. ‘There was the unfortunate speech of Mr. Amery, l.here was
?1 certain programme for the Congress movement which was never dlS_ClOsed :
there was that fateful record of Andhra Congress office which said that
sabotage may be one ol the programmes of the Congress, There was a
general impression specially amongst some of the supporters of the Congress
that the whole programme might have bccr_l chm}ged. here was doant
about it then but that doubt has been entirely dlsp_c]lcd by the release of
correspondence that passed between I\'I:Lhatma_ Gﬂl}dhl and the Viceroy : Ts
there any body in India to-day who has any simcerity, and \\'h.o €an say that
Mahatma Gandhi had after a]l. encouraged or flbctteql In this CoOmmission
of these acts of violence ? I think, the reply will be ip ¢

he negatiye. ir,
there are Fifth Column activities everywhere—there may be Fifth Column-
ists even among the Police and even among other Governme .

Even the people of England was not entircly‘ free from t}]is. There may he,
of course, in certain wings of the Congress Fifth Columnists : but ;3
reason why men of influence who can really lead the people shoylg Bt
under detention ?  There might h i

ave been some justification In the begip.
ning of this movement when the Police did not actually kngyy, =

whz i
the mind of these Congress Leaders, but now when the atmosph A5 ey
cleared, is it not the duty of the Government to find oyt whether there ig
any justification for the detention of all these prisoners ? My hon Friend
the Premier said that » brief conversation that he had with Sii; .
Barua, persuaded him to grant his release. I say, Sir,
coursce with regard to mosg of the leaders, he wi
sion but he avoids that
Perhaps he feels that he wil] e persuaded by his sense of honesty a4 by his
sensc of reasonableness g e tase most of these prisoners - ?
a course which may bring hipy 3y, disagreement with the
may lead to the dissolution of his Cabinet. That is wh
does not also give us any assurance that he will try to wvisit at
leaders in tbe jails and find out from them whether there is any trygh
they are anti-Fascists, Sir, in Bengal, T heard that a Tribuna] et that
review the grounds on which they were made security PriSOners_ up to
i the reply that I receivéd wag 5
I asked him to consult the Deputy Commissioners, some of

= 2
though they are still in S¢rvice, will have the courage tq tel] S0 T el
dentially that most of these prisoner§ who have bg:cn kept Unde. E:ist confi-
for a long time have absolut_ely nothing to prove eithey direct]e, - Clention
that they were connected with the sabotage moveme.nt‘
at least some of the prisoners could be released,
suggestion in a spirit ol utter helplessness though 1 kuew th
I‘C;lﬁy solve the situation. But that would at least go 5 .

Suggest.
blung « o ‘cg
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the public feeling. On the other hand, Sir, I find that the Hon’ble
Premier is determined to continue the bondage ol the security prisoners

I would also ask him, Sir, is it humane on his part to 1.‘.'!':’1111[ ‘;.li(‘h)';..lllcil-
gre allowance to the families of the security prisoners ? I Rs.100 'ttll'l{)lllll
which Members of the Legislative Assembly get as the s;n!;ux---m I("qri‘ilkll()l's
sufficient to maintain the families of the Congress leaders ii]n,: “NEB AT
Chanda, Mr. Bardoloi and others ? They are the trusted Iq-;l(h:rq .L;i“lhu
people and only because of the nervousncss of the Government ;ll-l‘\' have
been kept under detention. Government ought to have paid suitw[ ];-' allow-
ances to the families of those who have been detained without ane J[ i
merely on suspicion, for such a long time. I don’t know \x']m[‘ig.\ i I-dc:{.wt
amount of allowance that is given to Mr. Tayabulla, the ])l'(’%iacntmui:. dhis
tongress Committee. T think, it may be Rs.25 or Rs.40 which is hardly
sufficient to maintain his family but still no step whatsoever has been t"chn
by Government to increase it. Sir, I know of a teacher who was t;‘l . Head
Master of a school, who has written to me a letter from the S\']h:-.l. J'T'] He
was drawing Rs.80 per month in private Aided School byt [.u: l‘l'll‘; been
given an allowance of only Rs.15 per month, which I should say. s ]L_‘\.S had
the pay of a menial. Is that Rs.15 sufficienit to maimain his family ? His
name is Santiram Lahkar. If the Hon’ble Premier will neithey ‘1.(_1“_513("_ cJiede
prisoners who ha.ve been detained merely on suspicion, nor l)uu: ‘L‘hcm (‘m
open trial, nor gives suitable allowances to tllcn‘_ families, then, I wouldbe
CUH’!I’)CH(.C] to say that Government has acted wn_tll cruelty which has been
hitherto unknown to this Province. It was quite a different thine ander
Section 93 regime. Should 93 administration be perpetuated T L‘hch Wi
Ministry at the head of which is Sir Muhammad Saadulla of wide rClJulc -
India ?  Will he be in that position for ever ?  Should he merely “'u]llow e
advice of the Police Officers and the Govcr.nor ? I that is .lthc R
which Sir Muhammad Saaduila wants to maintain always i et (1))1.11.’ L
that there is no hope for this country. > € y s¢

“There is another thing to which I should draw (he SttenLE f the
Hon’ble Prime Minister is that, some prisoners who were ['ounii l(i?t '1(') trial
as innocent, were forthwith arrested and put as seccurity pris,,m.,fs ‘ '1‘11::;-0
‘s 2 number of juvenile students in thc.jm'hatjai] who were m.l.c;.u_'d T
diately after they were declared not guilty by the trying Magistrate and LIIL;Y

s 2 ! FET i ) o <

were all put as sccurity prisoncrs because they were Ssuspected. Things are
moving in a viclous Cfr(.:]c‘ First (.)F all, .lhcy‘ arc arrested merely on suspicion
and detained in the _];.uls. But after wial il they arc found to be not guilty
and released, then agam‘tlmy arc put as sccurity prisoners,  If they are sen-
tenced and sentence expires they are detained as sccurity prisoners.” TI'here is
no way out for thcrp. He _w_lll be ql'rcslc:d if the acts of sabotage are commit-
ted when he is outside the jail but if he is arrested before acts of sabotage
are committed it will be said that he had in his mind the idea of sabotage.
Then where is the remedy for them ? Thereisno way out of it excepting
that he should have a whiter skin on his face and have a nice LEuropean dress
on—that may be the only way of an escape.

M. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, then may I tell
the Mover of this Resolution the proper way out ? By giving wholehearted
support to the prosecution of the war, instead of arguing about the release
of Congress leaders ; by stopping this nonscnsical debate......

The Hon’hle the SPEAKER : Order, order. The hon. Member is
not at all justified in using the words c«“nonsensical debate’,

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETET : 1 withdraw that, Sir, but T would
ask the hon. Member to maintain some sense of proportion in his speech.




T

S —

1943.] RESOLUTIONS L

i i ‘in 1 4 - politi ifferences
Let us get on with this war and win it, then compase our political diflere
alterwards,

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I would not take notice of
what Mr. Blennerhassett has said. He is very easily excited and I would pass
over his remarks. y

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Hc has perhaps taken exception to
what you said about wearing a white skin.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : ‘ !
Bahadur Keramat Ali said that such and such people did not do anything
to stop the acts of sabotage. Well, if those people went to see what had
happened they would have at once been arrested.  Of course my hon.
Friend Khan Bahadur belongs to a particular community, and so he might
escape, but any one who went to the spot to say :u}ything was immcdialcl}-‘
arrested. That was the position at the beginning. After the Hon’ble
Prime Minister has taken over charge of the administration things have
changed a bit for the better. I I had not thought the things wou!d continue
to change like this I would not have taken the trouble of bringing this
Resolution hefore this House. I know _what h.appnn(’d in those days when
things were left entirely to the counsels of men like Mr. Blcrmerhassett_

The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir bE.UHAI\’II‘O{AD SAADULLA; )
Mr. Speaker, Sir, T will not emulate the way in which the lagt speaker has
ended. He wants to create an atmosphere of peace and tranquillity | 5o that
the honest anti-IFascist workers of the Congress and the leaders Ay~ conge
out and preach to the country that the way of the saboteurs js leading {he
country to destruction. .Bu_t in t_h1s matter he should scek  the Co-operation
of everyon, instead of flinging gibes, rather cheap gibes, at this o that
person, at the Ministry and the Members of the European Group.

The main point in this Resolution is that we have been asked
jail delivery of all those people who have been cither detained
prisone:s or convicted of some political offence. Te

that if my hon. Friend had framed his Resolution on
he delivered that would hav

My hon. Friend Khan

fora free
as security
m}y first speech I said
the lines of the

speech
- e been far more reasonable. He has faller? foul
of me because I said that he did not state any reason for

i this
sweeping recommendation, Immediately he flared up and ch'%lcllc:ﬁ:::ld arr;]d
that I had not re.d any of the files of thogse people who had heep arrest ({
becausc they were arrested before my. tme. “Sit, T Swomn e ec
heroics like his, but, if] after

: : give awa to
: closely collaboratmg with me for five years th
has come to the conclusion t 5

hat I never read m briefs, T rer
% neves :
les, then we beg to diffe At the s; S LSS 5" 80 through
my files, then we beg Hler, t the same time it appeared to me, from
his peroration, that he still thinks there js some innate sense of hopec
justice in me or otherwise he w

; ould not have made that appeal. 0111;23, ()2}]11211
for this second assertion of confidence in me from my hon. Friend. j tnIa
that bit of confidence, he should leave the matter to he handleq | e has
Instead, he said I dared not visit the leaders in jail lest T am Pt‘-rs;uq?r\ me,
release them in which case the Governor would surely jump upor; ;15 tq s
forcing me to resign from the Ministty. Sir, that is not the way o € thusg

some onc to do something, If there is really any sincerit in hig ?Ski-n
about my honesty, I would like him to withdraw that gihe againgt r-n eeling
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: T withq, 5

: S aw t -
I did not think it would be construed in this way. hat, sj, ;

but

Myr. A, WHITTAKER :  Will the hon. Membey alsg st
ibe against His Excellency the Governor. _Is it not oyt of Withdraw the
f’he a-ctt‘ion of His Excellency the Governor in

- o (PR
this Houge ? I to eriticige
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Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 am referring to the
Governor in the exercise of his responsibilities ; so I am not going to with-
draw that

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : He was only hinting that there might
be a difference of opinion between His Excellency the Governor. and the
Ministry. There was really no criticism. ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Tor
once I find my hon. Friend has been magnanimous ; he has withdrawn the
little bit of taunt and raillery at my cost. My hon. Friend can rest assured
that I am going through the files of all the persons whose cases have been
brought to my notice. Probably yesterday, I mentioned about the Com-
munist Party, that my hon. Friend Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy as well as the
Secretary of the Communist Party had been recommending cases of different
persons of their party for release. 1 have gone through the cases, along
with the police reports, of almost all persons whose cases were brought to
my notice and I hope my I'riend Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy will agree with
me that I have released at least three of them after going through their files.
(Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy :—There are 35 cases.)  Yes, three have been
released out of 35. T have also made a certain reservation, and that is to
watch whether they really act as anti-I‘ascist workers as alleged by their
leader. Sir, had the situation really come to normal, I would not have the
least hesitation to release quite a large number of persons who have been
detained or convicted. T will go one step further than Mr. Whittaker when
he said that the last act of sabotage cnmmiltn_{l was the derailment of a train
on the 27th January. I am sorry my hon. Friend was absent when 1 men-
tioned about four days ago that the last derailment occurred on the 9th
March, i.e., after this Session commenced, near about Rangiya when two
people were killed outright and the driver is lying in a precarious condition.
There is definite evidence that it was an act of sabotage inasmuch as one
length of the rail had been removed. I also mentioned about that plague
spot of Darrang district, Sootia, where there have been as many as four cases
of arson only a few days ago while we were sitting here, I get daily reports
and I can say, Sir, that in certain arcas this method of destruction has llarcci
up again, but in those areas where people have very nearly come to the
normal condition of political life I have asked the Deputy Commissioners to
review the cases, and probably in a particular district T will be able to
release almost 50 per cent. of the people who have been detained. I would
therefore appeal to my hon. Fricr}ds that if they have got any confidence in
me they should leave the matter in my hands. T will consider the sugges-
tions they have made but they should _al_st_) use their influence, as I saidm on
another occasion, for checking the activities of icsc miscreants who in the
name of doing some good to the country arc doing more harm to it.

My hon. Friend says that the Congress is an anti-Fascist organisation,
that sabotage is not included in the Congress programme. I never said
that the official programme of the Congress was wrecking of communica-
tions, setting fire to properties, Whﬁtl}cr belonging to Government, local
bodies or the public, but I am constrained to say thaF some of the actual
workers ol the Congress have been fou_nd to be involved in the acts of
sabotage and some of thern have been convicted. I don’t know whether my

Friends will agree to the claim of the Santi Senas raised by the Congress as
Congress people. If they are not, I stand corrccted.' But if they are, we
have got judicial pronouncements against many Santi Senas, not in one
district, but in many, where they were found to have taken active part in
these acts of wrecking. I have heard a curious statement from my Friend
Mr. Ghanashyam Das that though he is out of jail, his movements have

A-.‘mn‘.‘._J
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been so circumseribed by the Criminal Investgation Department that he
feels as if he is behind the prison bars. He went a step further that some
ol the Criminal Investigation Depa:tment  officers take_ the nefarious
method of planting prejudicial leaflets in the house of some innocent people
and then harass them. If my Friend can give me specific details of such
cases confideniially, I will take proper steps to chieck these alleged illegal,
irregular and highhanded actions of the Criminal Investigation Department.
I must say that my Friend Mr. Mookerjee has made a very sentimental and
appealing statement and although he is at one with me that these sab_oteurs
must be properly dealt with, he believes that a revision or reconsideration of
the cases of Congress leaders will be worth attending to. T will give proper
consideration to all these suggestions that have been made from different
quarters.  One more word and I will finish: it is with regard to my hon.
Friend Mr. Karuna Sindhu Roy. First, he said that his life was in jeopardy
because he broke away from the Congress party and started his communist
party. Later on, he said that this intimidation came from the saboteurs
whom he has now converted into anti-Fascist workers. I congratulate him
on his success, but at the same time I am very much pained to say that

although he knows who are the he won’t disclose their
whereabouts to us.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: A:;I said more than
once that I have confidence in the Hon’ble Premier so far as this matter
is concerned, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my

Motion,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. Member has

saboteurs yet

: i : : leave
of the House to withdraw his Motion.
The Resolutuion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,
Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned till 11a.M., on Satur
. S ki M. urday, t 9
March, 1943, 2 Yy, the 27th

SHILLONG :

A. K. BARUA,
The 12th May 1943,

Secretary, Legislaiive Assemb{y, Assam.



