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i i islative
i f the Twelfth Session of the First Assam Legis
Protj:gg;;‘f;l;: assembled under the provisions of the Government

of India Act, 1935.

THE AssemMbBrLy met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 aAm. ou
Saturday the 20th March, 1943.
PRESENT
The H,n’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair ; the
ten Hon’ble Ministers and thirty-seven Members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(To which oral answers were given)
Deputy Director of Agriculture, Livestock Section
Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV asked :

*49. (a) Will Gov’crnnlent be pleased to state the special reasons f
appointing Mr. L. K. Handique, a B.Sc. in Agnculture, tobh s for
Deputy Director of Agmculture? Livestock Section ? Post of

(b) Is it a fact that this is an expert post mainly concerne
research and experimental work for the improvement of livestock »
(¢) If so, what are the research publications of My, -
ivestock ?
Live (d) Are Government aware that Indian Dairy Diplo
regarded as essential for holding the post of Deputy Director of Li\’esfg?}i
other provinces in India ? c
; () Will Government be pleased to state whether candici
high British University or Indian University qualifications, .
Pua.D. and D.Sc. degrees applied for the post ?
(f) If so, why any of those candidates was not appointed 2
expert post ? 3 1 to this
(g) Isitatact that Mr. R. C. Woodford, who holds an
Dairy Diploma was appointed to the post of Deputy Director of Agriclndlan

Livestock ? : g
() 1 iso. Why candidates with similar qualification

d with .
I‘Iandiql_le —
is
in

ates with
Y h{)lders of

o rience  1n this  T; k section wer
years’ expericn ivestoc € Not pref
Mr. Handique€ ?_ : Preferred to
7) Isit afa(;t that Myr. L. K. Handique was appointeq
tively as the Deputy Director of Agriculture, Upper Assam Vg Substan_

and that this post and the post of Deputy Director of Agriculiyps 32 1 1947
are both in Class I, Assam Agricultural Service, with Sim‘ii;rLWeStOCk
2

status ? : ’ £
(7) Ifso, will Government be pleased to state why Mr P

was brought to Shillong andg appointed to this post ? Andigye
*50, (a) Is it a fact that there are two full-fledged cattle-l )
in the Province each located at Khanapara and Sylhet ang giceding g,
work of the Deputy Directer of Agriculture, leestock, is Con?t tl mn}s
two farms ? Hed gy thi?;
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(,}} Is it a fact that the work of Livestock is lilr-.ﬂ_'i}' connected with
the works of the Veterinary Departinent and Animal Nutrition section which
are also located at Gauhati near the Khanapara Cattle breeding farm ?
(¢; If so, do Government propose to transfer the headquarters of
the Deputy Director of Agriculiure, Livestock, to Khanapara farm or Gau-
hati ?

(d) Is it a fact that the Animal Nutrition section with the labora-
tory is attached to the Khanapara farm and the Physiolowical
conzerned with this work resides at Gauhatu ?

*51. (a) Are Government awarc that Mr. R. C. Woodford as
Deputy Director of  Agriculture Livestock, was in charge of the
Shillong farm and he used to stay in the {arm for
work done there ?

Chemost

the
Upper
iac proper supervis.on of

() If so, why Mr. L. K. Handique, the present Deputy Dicestas
of Agriculture, Livestock, does not stay at the Upper Shillong farm 2 '

(¢) Is it a fact that the Upper Shillong farm has been placed
under Mr. R. C. Woodford, Dircctor of Agariculture, soon alter the 'l])}NJii-l-I-
ment of Mr. L. K. Handique as the Deputy Dircctor of Agriculture, Tive.
stock ?

(d) 1f so, why ?

The Hon’bl: Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA I“'p“(:(l s

49. (a)—The Public Service Commission considered  him
suitable of the applicants.

(b)—Yes

(¢)—Nil.

. (d)—No. This is not the case.

(e)—Yes.

( f)—For the reasons stated in reply to Question 49 (a).
(g)—Yes.

(h)—TFor the reasons stated in reply to Question 19(a).
(zj—Yes.

( j)—For the reasons stated in reply to Question 49(a).

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May ] enquire
ment whether there was any expert of_ Agr_iculnirc: Depar
before the Public Service Commission to give his opinion, Sir ?

The Hon’hle Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Weh
tion, Sir. e

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :  Sir, is it a fact that
of the Department or the Head of t}ic Department concerned is se
Government when candidates are interviewed ?

The Hon’ble Iir. NABA KUMAR DUTTA:
the Question, Sir. )

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOXKERJEE: Whcther it is a e,
Sir, or not ?

The Hon’ble Mir. MABA KUMAR DUFY ., -
rule, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Wwijl

enquire and let us know whether any expert was presen

the maost

from Govern-
tmentg Present

ave no informa-

an expert
nt by the

I want notice for
rule
There is no general

Government kindly
t there ?

-
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tional Clonference held at Shillong in May 1940 ?
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1943, ] QUESTIONS
Vird, Uy
sl < bl acke e
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister hus asked for
he Hon’i g AKER :
notice. . o coRTi
The Hon’hle Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replied 1
50. (a)—Yes, there are two full-fledged cattle brccchn%).lla::&:i ‘:f
. s LQ))r— Dy . . L S5 T : : irec
Khnnnp;n'(;l and Sylbhet and the main ‘\\'..-‘11\ ol -m}]- l?'{-l{]g:?utcd l()\.'(‘r {2
Agriculture, Livestock, is confined to district work distrit :
] 2 = ’ P 3 I S YA Yy a
\\'ﬁol(- Province in addition to that in these two tarms.
(b)—Yes. s
(¢)-—No, as accommodation in the plains would be a complication
at present.
(d)—Y s.
51, (a)—Yes: oy
(h)—Because Mr. Woodford still stays there,
('4.‘ )—H"'(‘S A
(d)—Mutual arrancement for convenicnce of work.
cultivation has been added to the farm aad the Director of A ric
self supervises. ] a2 ) T
Mzulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May we kn‘o\\-’ Sir, whether G
ment was satisfied with the mnutual arrangement of work »
The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Yes, Sir.

Pyrethrum
ulture him-

Raising of Assistant Head Masters of High Schools and Assistang
gu;erintcndents of Normal Schools to the Gazetted Status

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

#52. Will Government be pleased to state what action th
on the following resolution passed in the tenth Session of the
tional Conference held at Shillong in May, 1940 ?

(D) “This conference reiterates Resolution No. 6 (Service
he 9th Session of the conference held at Sylhet in 1935, pi=,.
t—1u‘ Director of Public Instruction be requested to move the Go
t':iﬂsc Assistant Head Masters of High Schools and Assistant Sup
I'z e 2 ; k 1p
of Normal Schools to the Gazetted Status as they enjoyed before

¢y have take )

) Passed in
esolved that
Veriment o
frintenden tg

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHM AN
replied

T ; icient re or giving effe
52.—Government see no sufficient reasons for gwing effect tq the resoly.
tion.

Reconstitution of the Text Book Committea

Myr. BAIDYANATH MOOXER]JEE asked :

i °r to state what geyy
x53, Will Government be pleased A action (hey . -
thc‘;followiﬂ&r resolution passed in the tenth Session of the Y have takey
on : :

Assam Educy.
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(B) “This Conference reiterates Resolution No. 19 {jl’t'ni‘rssinﬂfll)

assed in the 9th Session of the Conference held at Sylhet in 1935, wiz.,

Resolved that the Director of Public Instruction be requested to reconstitute

the Text-Book Committee in such a way that two-thirds of the total number

of seats may go to the members of teaching and inspecting lines in a fair pro-
portion”.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

53.—Government have decided to reconstitute the Text Book Commit-
tee and the intention underlying the resolution will be borne in mind.

Appointments and promotions in the Assam School Service
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

#54. (a) Isita fact that appointments and promotions in the Assam
School Service are now made on valley basis ?

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state the reasons for the
introduction of this new principle of promotion in the Assam School
Service ?

(c) Are Govcrnmcqt aware that ft will 'c-ﬂ'i:(':t the interest of a
very large section of ()fﬁccr?.‘ in the Assam School Service, and will under-
mine the efficiency of the Service ?

(d) Wil Govcrnmm}t be pleased to state the names of those offi-
cers whose claims to promotion have been superscded since the introduc-
tion of this new principle of promotion in the Assam School Service ?

(e) Are Government aware that most of them are
chers of more than 25 years’ standing ? .

) Will Government be pleasei to state whether classes T and II
of the Assam School Service are Provincial Services ?

(g) Isita fact that Mr. Lais, the then Divisional Inspector of
Schools, moved Government to change the newly adopted policy with regard
to promotion of officers in the Assam School Service ?

(k) If so, will Government be pleased to state what
have taken in the matter ?

(i) Will Government be pleased to state whether they contem-
plate to make good the loss to these officers whose legitimate claims to pro-
motion have thus been superseded ?

(7) If not, why not ? |

(k) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the article
under caption “Line system in Secondary Education’ published in the
¢<Sylhet Chronicle’” in its issue of the 25th January, 1943 criticising the
policy of Government in the matter of appointments and promotions in

the Assam School Service and referring to the grievances of a teacher of
high qualifications ?

reputed  tea-

action they

*55.(a) Isit a fact that Babu Srish Chandra Goopta,
present Assistant Master, Shillong Government High School, has submitted
a representation to Government for the grant of a personal pay to him in
view of his supersession by as many as six junior officers ?

B.A., B.T., at

kil

eeepetsasjue

!
|
|
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(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state

what action they
have taken on it ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

54. (a)— This is being done since the time of the Congress Coalition
Government who introduced it. .

(b)—It was necessitated by the introduction of Vernacular as the
medium of instruction in all Schools by the Calcutta University.

(¢)—Some Officers have no doubt been adversely affected by the
introduction of this policy but Government cannot

> accept the statement
that efliciency has suffered thercby.
(d)—1. Babu Ramani Mohan Chakra- Assistant Head Master in
varty. Class I1.
2. Babu Dakshina Charan 2 3
Tapadar.
3. Babu  Surendra  Chandra 2 ¥
Bardhan.

4. Babu Rasamay Purkayastha

5. Babu Kedar Nath Chau- s s
dhury.

6. Babu Srish Chandra Gupta

2
) 3

Assistant gl -
Clags Trr, 5 C0SD wiiin
7. Babu Hari Mohon Dev & 2
8. Babu Harendra Kumar Bhat- » ot
tacharyya,
(e)—Yes
(f)—Yes.
(g)——-YCS.
(h)—-No action was taken in the abscnce of a Mikiisis sty
then. : 1S Gy fllncuomng
(£) & () "=The 'thatier s utider 'tHe consideration of
(k)—Yes chemment,

**Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Regarding
Government consider the ]

: ; Question (%
point now when there is the ¢
ment ?

onstimtimla)l’ ‘(5;1(1)‘,\%:11'&
n-
The Hon’ble .Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR R
Yes, Sir, the matter is under the consideration of Governmepy AHMAN .
**Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: With regard Questioy (; i
reply is ‘Yes’. Fr_om this T mean that the attention of GO"‘ernn k 5 Sir, th
drawn to the a.l"tIC].e'. Ma I enquirc whether the GDVCI‘Dm lent h- ¢
criticisms made against (hep, P
The Hon’ble Khay, Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR
That is a matter of opinion, Siy, R AN
*+Maulavi ABDUR 'RAHMAN: Whether any
been done with regard to promotion of some of the ¢

Such_ & g
1n gt
Cacllers’ Siy DJUbtxcc has

**Speech not corrected by the hon. Member
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
By the reply ‘yes’ Government do not admit any of the allegations made in
the news paper.

**Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: What is the Government

opinion, may we know, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
The matter is under the consideration of Government and Government is

not in a position to give any opinion.
**Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Whether the Government admit or

deny the allegation that as marfy as 6 junior officers have been promoted

superseding the claims of others ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN -

That is a fact, Sir : it is admitted that some officers have no doubt been

adversely affected.
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN

replied :

55. (a)—Yecs.
(6)—The matter is under the consideration  of Government,

Defalcation in the Earle Law College
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY
asked :

*#56. (&) Is it a fact that t!l(:rc was a defalcation  of rupees twenty
thousand (Rs. 20,000) in the Government Earle Law College, lying undetec-
ted for several years ?

() Isita fact that during the tenure of service of Mr. S. K. D 1,
the present Priump_al OI: the S.al.(.l College, a Sllmlol Rs,_7, 500 was embezz-
led by the Clerk-Liprarian, Srijut Muktadhar Sarma ?

(¢) If the replics to Questions (a) and (4) above are in the affirma.
tive, what steps did Government take either to secure the conviction of the
culprit or to recover the money thus defalcated ?

(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether any explanation
about this defalcation was obtained from the present Principal of the FEarle

Law College ?
Will Government be pleased to state whether this incident was

mentioneg)in the Annual General Report on Public Instruction by  the
Director of Public Instrucsion, Assam ?
(f) If not, why not ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :
56. (a)—The hon. Member is referred to Question No.24(a) (Un-

starred) by Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.
(b)—A sum of Rs.4,922 was embezzled during the tenure of the

present Principal Mr. S. K. Dutta.

**Speech not corrected by hon. Member.

- il - T



7|

e

1943.] QUESTIONS 367

(¢)—The tull amount has already been recovered from the culprit
and he has been dismissed {from service though he was on the verge of
retirement and is deprived of the pension.

(d)—Yes.
(e)—No.

(f)—Because the matter was then under enquiry on the orders of
Government and until [ull information was obtained no mention in the
report of the defalcation was considered necessary.

Number of Sub-Deputy Collectors at present doing the work of
Magistrates

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

*57. Will Government be pleased to state——
(a) The number of Sub-Deputy Collectors

7 : at pres 1
work of Magistrates in the Province ? b eoatddoingithe
(b How many of them are B.Ls. and h
é . LS. 2 OW man
and second class Magistrates ? FRY ofithem avedfinet

¢) The period for which they are workine : ist

Ea') ) Whether it is a fact that yGOVCl‘lIIl’lCI]t ?v;ikrs\{[::xgrglmtcs :
for want of First Class Judicial Officers ? PN Suffcring

(e) Whether it is a fact that Magistrates
power are now being taken away fo
works ?

(/) Whether Government propose to prom
Magistrates doing mostly judicial work

exercisin

Fi
r other Coorst Class

GOVCI‘nmen t

ote the Sub-Deputy
s as Maglstrates ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD
replied : SAADULLA
57. (a) to (¢)—A statement giving the re

the table quired information ig laid op
€ .

Statement showing the names of the Syb- Deputy Collectors at

i . 2 resent 1
Magistrates with the period from which th ey are workp doing the ypprh

ing as Magistrages s

Name of Sub-Deputy Collectors Period for which
working as & ub-Deputy Present station  they are workin R
Magistrates as Magistrates €Mmarks
1. Srijut Ramananda Choudhury, Goalpara .. From Novembe
Ist Class Sub-Deputy Magistrate 1935 up till nowl:
and Sub-Trea_sury Officer
2. Maulavi Majidur Rahman, 1lst Golaghat .. From May
Class Sub-Deputy Magistrate 1936  up till
and Sub-Treasury Officer. now,
: jkhowa
3. Svijut Shailadhar Rajk > Tezpur, from From Octohey :
1st Class Sub-Deputy Magistrate. 1o yary 134D P, till Prtlgr ‘]_Eo his trap fi
1943, now, ez sfer
Sub D Pur h N
~~eput as
trat ¥
ishipis RAmpMeabl oot e and pengis-
4. Srijut Krishna Ram Medhi, 3rd wNalbari Cir- From July 1047 cer at JOrhatmy
Class. cle. up till now, charge h: 2
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Name of Sub-Depaty Cédllectors
working as Sub-Deputy
Magistrates

5. Babu Pyari
charyya, lIst Class Sub-Deputy
Magistrate and ‘I'reasury Ofhcer,
Silchar.

6. Babu Kamini Kumar Nath, B.I.., Dibrugarh. .

2nd Class Sub-Deputy Magistrate.

Class Sub- Deputy Magistrate and
Sub-Treasury Officer, Karimganj.
8. Maulavi Md. Abdul
B.L., 3rd Class Sub-Deputy
Magistrate and  Sub-Treasury
Officer, Habiganj.

9. Mr. M. Wiscott, 2nd Class .. Tura

10. Maulavi Saiyid Aoiad Hussain, Dibrugarh . .

B.L., 1st Class Sub-Deputy
Magistrate and Treasury Officer.

Present station

Mohan Bhatta- Silchar

Maulavi Saiyid Musiafa Ali, 3rd  Karimgan;. .

Gafur, Habiganj

Period for which Remarks
they are working

as Magistrates

From September
1940 up till
now,

From Oclober Id AR.DP. wark for
1940 up till sometime,
now.

From May 1942
up till now.

From April
1942 up il
TNnow .

From November
1940 up ull

now,
- s 0 0] b P 3
I ruml.:\l:.n} 1942  Prior to his transfe:
up till now, to i ar
| Dibrugarh  Le

w.'uiz the Chairman
U_Il_lf‘ Debt Conci-
lation Board
P . - o 4
}l\Alrl_mg:uu, where
1e did  algn certain
amount of crimi

riminal
work,

(d)—The great and rapid growth of miscellancous EXecutive work
has led to the cadre being found inadequate for present needs.
e)—1 he cadre is a joint one for Magisterial, Executive and (in the

Assam Valley and Cachar) Civil Judicial work.

The members haye always

both Magisterial and Executive work to do, and there is thus no question of
officers being taken away from the one to the other. *

(f)—No: it would not be fair or proper to single out for promo-
tion from the junior service those officers who happen to possess Magisterial

powers and to be employed on Magisterial work.

ther with others for promotion.

I'hey are considered

toge
0g Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Does Government consider that A
Sub-Deputy Collectors who are B.Ls. are f{it for the purpose of pPromotion

exclusively for Judicial work?

**The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -

I have replied to that, Sir, alrcady.

I said that it would not be fair of pro-
r promotion from the junior service those officers who

ingle out fo
per to sing Magisterial powers and to be ethployed on Magisterial

happen to posscss
They are con

sidered together with others for promotion.

workMaulaVi ABDUR RAHMAN : Whether the fact that they are doing

Judicial work

other Sub-Deputy Collectors i

efficiently, is not considered as a special qualification Yo

2

ion befi
promotion before ‘ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA.:

*#*The Hon’bl
1 don’t think so, Sir.

“*Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:

Without impairing the

Judicial Service could not the B.L., Sub-Deputy Collectors be appointed to

do the Magisterial work ?

#*The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

This is entirely a new Question, Sir.

*#Speech not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister or the hon. Member concerned.

[20rH MAR.
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Re-employment of retired Officers

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

*58. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the present age and date
of retirement of each of ihose officers who have been re-appointed as
Magistrates by Government alter their retirement ?

() Will Government be pleased to state the principle on which
these officers have been appointed ?

(¢) Isita fact that Government did not hold medical examina-
tion as to the fitness or otherwise of those officers before their re-appoint-
ment P :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

58. (a)—+A statement is laid en the table.

Statement  showing the age and date of retivement of o ficers re-em bloved.a

Magisirates.
Name present age Date of
SR R,
February 1943).

1. Maulavi Md. Ataur Rahman .. .. 56 yea=s 5 months 18th _]nnunry 1943,
2. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Md. Chaudbhury 56 ,, 3 |, L0th November 1941,
3. Rai Bahadur Durgeswar Sarma dorrBlyud L8th February 1949
4. Srijut Umanath Gohain o8 -« 57 ., 1 month 16“1\]4!“'!&1“}-“ 1941 :
5. Babu Biraja Kanta Ghosh : (8 SGAN e 10th February 1940'
6. Maulavi Lutfur ‘Rahman i .- 98, 10months 19y, Apri1.1£;39 ;
7. Maulavi Amanat Ali Khondkar 3 T e RN loth October 19:1.0
8. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Md. Mahmud.. 36 3, Dactiy 12th May 1941, .

(b)—The principle is plain, that when district staffs requ; :
inforcement {or emergent and temporary increase of work on a ]arqmre e
the necd should be met so far ag possible by retainine the Sgt}‘ Scale,
officers recently retired under the normal rules, and who afebﬁt t ﬁlwc?s of
at work, %y continue

(¢)—No : mccjwal examination is only required ¢
to Government service, in order to minimise non-effective charge

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Were Government satigsfs.
iime of making appointments of these officers that they are med; led ot the
hold over charge of responsible work ? ‘ tcallyt gy to

**The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMM
Yes, Sir. Al #2 SAADULLA.:

(Starred Questions N0s.59-60 were mnot,
Questioner concerned K was absent)

**Speech not corrected by the f{al’ble Minister
. _——'—‘—r-—

N first entry nce

I\
put and. a,nsw«ared' as th
, e

———y
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(To which answers were laid on the table)

Re. Food grain stockists

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

44. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) How the food grain stockist: will lose their stocks as mentioned

in the Government leaflet No. 34 (ZrarEoa farears RSP R
ZZ ?ﬂ-l) ?

(b) th_thcr Government is apprehending food riots in  this Pro-
vince ?

!/

¢) Whether Government apprehend that the aloresaid stocks will
b'c looted by rioters or by the Japanese ageressors or whether
Government contemplates to snatch foodgrains away f{rom
stockists ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMA
replied : y D SAADULLA

44. (a)-—The hon. Member will observe that the words he quotes ar
a conditional clause and has been removed out of its context. '1‘1“.1.‘.- 1”1
numerous ways in which loss might be caused-—fall in price, rortage. de =iy
dations of rats, etc. : SB%i Hepren

g (&) &(c)—No, but this should not obscure the harm done by the
anti-social act of hoarding of foodgrains for future profiteering, an-‘r Y t‘ o
do not propose to indicate in advance what action they will ?;ﬂcc O - I']|[|m'nt
take, for the protection of the public. wamoT

Political prisoners detained in Sylhet Jail
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

45. Will Government be pleased to state—
a) The names of political prisone . :
(a) Tail 3 P prisoners now detained in the Sylhet
(b) Whether any family allowance has been gi ]
) to all such prisoners ? gtven by Government

(¢) If not, why not? 4
46. (a) Will Government be pleased to state why no allowanc
- : . h e hs
iglllvesrlyiloleih;a?f%ther phisiyeciiatanianibey 4 Security Prisoner now dgia]i)s:g
(&) Are Government aware that the family of said :
De are almost starving at present ? 4 Radharanjan
(¢) Do Government propose to ask the Subdivis; 1
Sunamganj to make special enquiry about the present Isiona .O_fﬁcer,.
the family of the aforesaid detenue ? present economic condition of

47. Will Government be
. | ¢ pleased to state whether the
titute a spec:a_l Cor_ntmtgee for deciding the rate of allowznc? ropfose - itieal
prisoners detained in Jails all over Assam ? O poicy]

&
¥
-
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

45. (a)—Government do not propose to publish the names or numbers
of Security prisoners in particular Jails.
(b)—Family allowances have been given in respect of four Security
prisoners of the Sylhet district.

_ _ (¢)—Family allowances are given on demonstration, on the reports
from districts, that they are necessary.

46. (a)—On enquiry it was found that before his detention he had not
been an earner but dependent on others for his livelihood.

(b)—No.

(¢)—A further enquiry will be made. ;i . SR,
bR haee T ade, in order to ascertain if the
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Oues(i
reply is ““on enquiry it was found that before his %:tiili?cl)]n h?ﬁ-‘éﬁfa)—The
an earner but dependent on others for his livelihood.” Ay 2; not been
aware that one of o_ur.co]lcagucs, I mean, Sir, Mr. Ka, ¢ Government
employed him as his Secretary and used to pay llim.Rs._‘;jsuana Sindhu Roy
. *The Hon bl.e Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMADnlsonth ?
My hon. Friend will find from the reply to this Question that T AADUI:LA:
further enquiryij " at I am making a
The Hon’ble aulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMM
replied : AD SAADULLA
47.—No.

Clerical Establishment in the office of the Su

bd- . o
North Lakhimpur 1visional Officer,

Srijut KARKA DALAY MIRI asked :

48. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether there was any vacancy in the i
Ofie oF the &L orY. ' 1o the F:lcz'lcal line in th
S tbdivisional Officer, North Lakhimpyr Sinc:
(b) If so, how many and in what Departments ?

(¢) The names of persons appointed in those i
sor ; vacanci
communities to which each of them belongs ? = Endgthe

(d) Whether there was any candidate from the ‘Mirj Comm

(e) Whether any principle has been formulated Unity p

by Governn

%i,‘;ﬁ rrplfr{?tl;z?c?e to candidates bclonging to the unrepr;:éﬁt;g
CRliEs P g e Ry,
(&) W i visional Offcos. morie Tarsmnn: B8 office op 4
(%) Irnf?ltt’urgovaggl‘;(i::sl?ent Bl Rk an Miri Qlerks 4,

—_— T G

Speech not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister\
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURT roplicd :

48. (a)—Yes.
(6)—Four. One permanent post in the Subdivisional Oflicer’s
office, two temporary clerkships in the Civil Food Supply
Department and one temporary typist.

(c)—
Names of persons Nature of posts Communitv
L. Srijut Tileswar Gohain Permanent ..: "AHom.
2. ,, Premanath Gos- Assistant Depot Clerk  Caste Hindu,
wami. (temporary).

3. 55 Sakumar Datta Food Supply Aceountant
(temporary).
4. ,, Bhaba Kanta Das ‘Typist (temporary)

3
(d)—For the permanent post there was only one  Miri  applicant,
then serving as an Excise Jamadar.
There were three Miri applicants for the post of Food
Accountant, two being undermatric and therefore ineligible.

- There were no Miri candidates for either of the other two posts.

Supply

(¢)—Hon. Member’s attention is invited to rule 307(3) of the
Assam Executive Manual.
( / )—There is no reason to suppose that the local authorities do
follow the said principle.
(g)—No
(#)—Yes, if suitable qualified candidates are available,

not

Opening of Agricaltural farm units

Srijut JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL asked :
49, Will Government be pleased to state-— ¢

(a) Whether they proposc to open agricultural farm
different districts in the Province?

(b) Whether they are aware that the agriculturists do
help from the Demonstrators and Agricultur
who. generally remain in offices in the town?

(¢) If so, do Governinent propose to depute the Demonstraiors and
Inspectors to work in the village farms?

(d) Whether any constructive and effective scheme has bein et
up by Government at present to iinprove the agricultural
condition and the growth of farm industries in the Brovinaats

(e) If so, how and in what way? W

(f ) Whether Government propose to build up a featur
rescarch for agricultural purposes ?

units in

not get real
al Inspectors

¢ of planned

(&) Whether Government propose to engage the services of 2 num-
ber of agricultural technician-experts in the process of verna-
lisation of plants and seeds and artificial insecmination ol
cattle?

(7) If not. whyy not ?
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The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA replicd :

49. {a)—No. There are already six Departmental Seed Farms _and

) seven Experimental Farms under the Department of Agricul-

| ture. Agricultural experiments and research are carried out

in the Experimental Farms and improved types of seeds are
grown and multiplied in the seed farms. These are consi-
dered suflicient for present purpose. '

*b)—It is not a fact. Most of the Agricultural Demonstrators are
stationed at rural areas and the Agricultural Inspectors who

\ are generally stationed at towns spend an average of about
200 days in a year on tour in rural areas.

(¢)—The Question does not arise.

(d) & (e)-—The Agricultural Department ¢
of agricultural condition of the Pro
disposal.” It is not understood what other effective scheme is
mcm.lt. il‘hc meaning ‘m_rm industries’ is also not quite
clear. If farming industry is meant, it is covered by agricul-
ture. 1o give an idea of the benefit derived B e .
from the activities of the Agricultural Depar A o
following figures may be seen for 1941-49. e g

xists {or the improvement
vince by all means at its

Area under improved crops (acres). ... Paddy 89,393, S

u :
and Jute 23,498 garcane 15,098

Number of improved bulls issued and :
maintained by the Department in the
Province ... 424, who serve about 12 000
cCows a year. =
(f )—The Department of Agriculture is at present carrying out v
rescarches on improvement of rice, jute, sugarcane and - :
nutrition, animal breeding etc. Some of the research scher
and financed partly by the Imperial Council of Agr
other items of research work are planned
officers of the Agriculture Department.
meant by planned research.
(g) & (h)-—Experiments on vernalisation could be carr
officers of this Department, if necessary, but any results ac
| parts of the world are not considere
utilised by our cultivators.  Hence
Artificial insemination is stil] ip
to for making use of males of high p
for special purpos® such as milk, me
do not copsider it worth while to sp
It requires a degree of control
present,

arious
potatoes, animal
. 11Es are approved
tcultural Research. The
~and executed by duly qualifieq
It is not understood what else is

;t.:d out by the
leved i :

d to be capable of being cxi:;nsc,)itr}:fr
10t much attention has been paid to it 4
the experimental stage and is resorted
edigree belonging to breeds develc t—d
at production, draught etc, overn B
end money on this. Hent

of animals which is not found j, Indiy
4 at

Land Records EStablishment in the district of Sylhet

Babu BALARAM SIRCAR asked :
50. Will Government be pleased to state;l—
a) How many pPOsts of Pafwaries and Amins are t
(a) the Land Records Establishment in the disltl:il;i atf Present ip
? (b) How many posts are required to be filled 1, Sch od Sylhet ?
candidates  according to the quota allotteq Cduled Qage
! munity ? R Mo eacht o
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

50. (a)—Number of recorders in Sylhet is 76
(b)—Scheduled castes would be entitled to nine posts if qualified
candidates were forthcoming when vacancies occurred ?

Scheduled caste Sub-Registrars of Surma Valley
Babu BALARAM SIRCAR askad :

51. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) How many Sub-Registrars belonging to the Scheduled caste
communities are now serving in the Surma.Valley ?
(6) Whether Government propose to lay on the table a list showing
their names, father’s names, place of residence and the name
of particular caste they belong to ?

52. {a) Isit a fact that Babu Beni Madhab Das of Latu, Karimganij
subdivision, Sylhet, has been appointed as a Sub-Registrar on  the ground
that he belongs to one of the scheduled castc communities ? ‘

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to state what particular
scheduled caste community he belongs to ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether before  his
appointment any enquiry was held as to whether the sald Babu Beni
Madhab Das really belongs to the Scheduled caste community ?

(d) If not do Government propose to enquire in the matter now ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA repliced :
51. (a)—Three.
(b)—The particulars are as follows :—
Name Father’s name Residence

1. Babu Madan Mohan Das... Late Murari Chand Telihaor, Sylhet
. Das. Town,

2. Babu Umesh Ch. Das ... Prakash Ch. Das ... Village Khala-

chara, P, O

I{arimganj_ *

3. Babu Beni Madhab Das ... Behari Lal Das ... P.% & village
atu.

Casle—
1. Kaibarta.

2.. Patni
3. Sutradhar.

52. (a)—Yes. That is one of the grounds.
(b)—Sutradhar,
(¢) & (d)—Government were led to believe that the candidate
belongs to the Scheduled caste community, but will make a further enquiry.

>

e

R

e

R i Y
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Sylhet District Registrar’s Establishment
Babu BALARAM SIRCAR asked:

53. Will Government be pleased to state—— N g
(a) How many clerks and Moharers are at present serving in the
Sylhet District Registrar’s Establishment ?
(b) How many posts are required to be filled by Scheduled caste

candidates according to the quota allotted to each commu.
nity ?

The Hon’ble Srijuc RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :
I o 7
(b)—6-84.

GRANT No. 20.
40.—AGRICULTURE.

The Hom’hle Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: On the v

tion of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to feCommenda-

sum not exceeding Rs.14,40,000 be granted to defray tl’le ;“Ove that 4

will come in the course of payment during the year endﬁl?"gt‘s which

March 1944, for the administration of the head <40 - griculty,e ) the 31st
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : . . e

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.14,40,000 be grante

¢ 5 k d to "
charges which will come in the course defry

of payment during the ., Y the

v O . ot > Vear an.a:
on the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head (;(l) ¢nding
culture”. 3 “——Agri-

There are as many as 18 Cut Motions. The first Moti
name of Mr. Mookerjee. T think this may be moved,
My, AT YA NATEL MOOXERJEE: I beg to move th
sion “of Rs.49,716 under Grant No.20, Major head- 4 :f\ﬂl? Provi-
Minor head—A.—Direc'ion (otal), at page 140 of the Budgey } Sticultyre,
by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of ihe whole Grant of Rs.li’:l.(,) 0)(: Teduceq
reduced by Rs.100. 40,000 g

9] Stand

Mr. Spca.kcr, 5{1-, I have ta.bled this Motion to criticise Covis
regard to thCl}‘ PQhCY ff' Agriculture Department. Sir, eVermncpt with
Government 11 thlb_ world countgs upon Agriculture as the basic yf Clvilised
for building up national prospe rity.

¥ . To agriculture we owe 2w undatjgy,
food but also those essential raw materials which g0 to feed

The present world struggle between the Axis and the Allieg ise ndy
contest for mastely OVEr' raw materijals. The word ‘lebensrym, o+ . ari]
else but a camouflage for the foreeq acquisition of countrjeg ¢g 1S Nothiy
milk and honey’. I Africa ang Agj, would not have existeq S b With
today there would have been haypqp any prize worth fighgiy, n oty
European races would have Surely lived in a Christian way § for and
peace, each digging 1€ OWn land fy feeding its own people, ' amjy 5 i
The prosperity of India really lies in its tropical sun il nd
potentialities of mother earth, ThLe et that we sdll exist 5, LN
in spite of continuous dﬁVaStation and exploitation of cep

on stangg in the

¢ tiieg. o T2CE § dthc
'to our inexhaustible agricultura] pespurces. Rob India of i’ S mostlo >
and you can kill her. S J .CYldue
Assam represents all the typical agricultural conditiq Ulture

can be logically termed a continent, The topogra =

: s
phica] and
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extremes with other intermediate conditions as are found in the Province. are
In no small measure, responsible for the diversity of crops that can be :-.-;f.w:i.
Hardly a crop can be named that cannot be grown s<uecessfully  in some
paits of the Province or other. Such is Assam we happen to live in ;m;I \'('tv
there is appalling poverty through the length and breadth of the country.
Watch the children in any village and you find the marks of poverty
wrought on their innocent faces. Their sunken eyes, broken checks pigeon-
breasts and spindled legs will make you look towards heaven for help
These are the potential men of future, men who will have to brave b ql{l;
and the rain in the field so that you may get your food. ‘
Sir, we have been expecting of Government very long to increase the
experimental farms in the Province.  But what do we find to-day ? y
If better\quality of sceds, the seeds which can yield more, are not intr
duced, the Grow-More-Food Campaign will be a failure. s
As far as the demonstrators are concerned, Sir, itis their duty to en
lighten the people about the process of cultivation.  If better seeds are yse i
and people know how to plough the lands and at what distance and at -wiM-.L
number the plants should be transplanted, I think the produce can be 0
creased without making any extra expenditure, and somctimes the ex )1.11—
diture may be less. In most cases we find that the distance of pl;ml:uli:;“-
is rather bigger than it is necessary and in place of two or three, four p‘hmllﬁ
sometimes 15 to 20 plants are bundled together and then transplanted i;l t};::
field. Then again, Sir, the ficlds are not properly levelled and in P l;
draught the crop of those portions of the plot which are a little high, .*;Lllil:r f—:[
the time of rains, and the water destroys the crop of those pPortions “‘I-ti(;h
are a little low. So far as the works of the Agricultural Inspectors and Ins
tructors are concerned, we do not find any improvement, e
Sir, a <attle nutrition _scl'lcll'lc was started three years ago, but what d
we find? Though a qualified man was appointed he does not get oy i
equipment and as a result practically he cannot do anything. [For ﬁfm?lzfl_
also require fodder for our cattle. The amount of monecy allotted for trai S
ing of students in agricultural colleges has, as we find, been  decrease 'tin'-
ear instead of being increased. Last ycar it was 6,200 rupces and this us
it is'Rs.4,440. Then, as regards agricultural training for unemployed )',03:;}"
the amount of money for this purpose, instea  of being increased, hjg al 5
been decreased. The favourite special rural uplift scheme has ﬂirc‘qc;(?
breathed its last. In the cattle farm also, Sir, we find that no ilrlpl-ovcn_;m }t
has been made. Nothing has been done so far as cultivation of cotton 1}‘;
concerned, and for the cultivation of lac no effort has yet been made. Tt i:v,
high time for Government to realise that they should try to get good quality
of wheat seeds for our cultivators .and should not waste any more tine to
impress upon the minds of the cultivators that this is an important foodstufr
as we now feel so much difliculty for .thc scarcity of flour and Atta. Sjr thé
Government should; take measures to introduce Soya bean cultivation i our
Province. This is a stock the usefulness and nutrition of which, I think, are
hardly necessary for me to impress upon the hon. Members of this House.”
To be plain, Sir, this Department, as 1t Sla“FIS to-day, is really a joke. T
find in the Budget that one Assistant O the Director of Agriculture and an-
other Deputy Director of Agriculture will be employed this year. T hope
Sir, that, after the Government have heard so much on the floor of this
House, when they make these appointments, they will pay their proper
attendon, so that the right men are placed in right places.
With these few WOrdS, Sir, I Commcnd my MOtiOn for the acceptance of
the House,



" time like this when reliability of statistics is of such vital importance

1913.] : DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 377

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved: ¥

““That the provision of Rs.49,716 under Grant No. 20, Major head—40.
Agriculture, Minor head—A.—Direction (total), at page 140 of the Bud-
get, be reduced by Rs.100, ie., the amount of the whole Grant of
Rs.14,40,000 do stand reduced by Rs.100.”

There are many Cut Motions in the name of Maulavi Abdul Bari Chau-
dhury, but when he is absent Mr. Palmer may move his Motion.

Mr. R. A, PALMEIR : I beg to move that the provision of Rs.12,627
under Grant No. 20, Major head—40.—Agriculture, Minor head—A —
Direction, Sub-head—1.—Pay of Officers (total), at page 140 of the Budget,
be reduced by Re.1, i.e., the amount of the whole Grant of Rs.14,40,000 do
stand reduced by Re.l.

I wish to draw the attention of Government to a very important
product which appears to have received insuflicient attention. I speak of
tobacco. Experiments have been carried out which proved that this
product can be grown in this Province very A
and also that a very good quality of the Product can b
produced. There is no question that the wealth of this Province wm;ld k X
increased if this industry could be started in a large way. I sav in 1 =
way because it appears to us that the Agriculture leIJQT‘I;nént im?- darge
experiments of various crops that can be grown, but after that pepic
happens. We should like an assurance that Government will take ;llis nothing
seriously and will produce some scheme whereby this product can . matter
to benefit the wealth of the Province. made

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs.12,627 under Grant No.20. M.
_40____Ag1-icu1t€1rc, Minor head-—A.-——Direction, Sub-hea’d-;\{z_l'lili)al:eaq
Officers (total), at page 140 of the Budget, be ‘reduced by - Req - ’ 101
amount of the whole Grant of Rs.14,40,000 do stand reduced by 1’{3 1. s

Mr F. W. BLENNERHASSETT: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T bee o
that the provision of RS.12,6?:7, u_nder_Grant No.20, Major headi_cm ﬁgmi?
culture, Minor head-—A.—Direction, Sub-head—1.—Pay of Oﬂ"ICerg (tétglllq
at page 140 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of ah)’
whole Grant of Rs.14,40,000 do stand reduced by Re.1. tilc

My object in moving !:his Cut Motion is to criticise
Government to provide reliable Agricultural statistics.

The figures supplied by the Agriculture Department Sir, h
become notorious for their unreliability; they are not accurate. But’ ata:c

the f'aﬂure of

to

the conduct of business and to the marketing of the crops of this Province,
H c

do trust that Government will take heed to see that greater attention 15) Bas
to accuracy- . We feel no diffidence in saying that greater attention rpalld
must, in future, be paid o the accuracy of these statistics. I may exemt':al_l
my criticism by 2 few instances. For instance, recent evidence i plify
ground for suspicion that District Officers have rather boasted theiy
More-Food-Campaign efforts by putting in very optimistic prelim
casts of the probable outturn ot their areas, and then have subsequent]y’ ..
from motives of a d.esue to keep more food within _their areas Y, either
Vs feeling a little nervous of the ecffects of their P"Cviou; or alter.
have whittled down their original forecast—I mean their previ OPUmism
forecasts. Such a state of affairs must, I think, be condemneelus Optimistie
trust, Government, in future, will take such care {5, thc' Jang: lisdo
repeated. The state of affairs, I have just referred to, might I;S cannot he
to some extent, by more cutting experiments. There ig roo f‘e mltigatcd,
to the proper control of these experiments, and we would M for doubt a4
like to see mope

inary

nativel
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:)vfathc?rfl.rlmc prnperl:y Cf'JI'lerII("(l‘. If it would hf"[’ th Government ?n any

¥, L1ecl quite sure that the Tea Industry will be perfectly  willing to
conduct cutting experiments Properly controlled within its own arcas, and
thf:n‘ results fqr the purpose of assisting Divisional or District Officers
might be fUl’nISh.(:(l lff_ll’l(.ll(:{lt(? some reliable statistics to them.

My next point, Sir, is that usually the final forecast is provided very
late. For (_-.xamp'lf:, the fmn_l ﬁ_”'(:c:wl of this year was not published until the
1/],:;.}1 of March. Illi'll. d;_me I8 far too late to assist anybody in basing a buying
policy, and we do trust, in future Government will help us by publishing,
if possible, the ﬁpal forecast much earlier. ’ :

My next point is that such wide variations exist between the preliminary
f()rCCZlS[ and ‘-hc ﬁnﬂl ror(:ca?t as to ]’n’lktj 1t irni);)';.;i!,lr! to helicve l}l(' I)l".fliln.i"
nary, or on the other hand impossible to believe the final.  We only have to
refer to the final ff)!'(:(‘lZISt, and compare that with the first forccast, of the rice
or paddy outturn for Sylhet this year. The tremendous discrepancies which exist
between tl?c two forccas.ts really make the position almost laughable, and we
do trust, Government will in future, see that these very serious discrepancies
are properlv attended to, and that, in fact, it never occurs again.

Then, Sir, the remarks column of this forecast. We see such Slttl'it)l\’l)c(l
and humdrum remarks as ‘““weather unfavourable for planting”™ or smn('tlhim:
of the kind, and thflt gocs on time after time. These remarks, for the most
part, bear no rclélllOnShlp whatsoever to the weather reports that appear in
the Gazette. We feel, the remarks and the weather reports should bear some
resemblance to cach other.

That is all I have to say, and I hope my remarks will be taken more
in a spirit of helpful criticism than that of destructive criticism.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

¢That the provision of Rs.12,627 under Grant No.20, Major head—
40.—Agriculture, Minor head—A — Directjon, Sub-hcad—1.—Pay of Offje-
ers (total), at page L40 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, i.e., the amount
of the whole Grant of Rs.14,40,000 do stand reduced by Re.1%.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : T beg

to move, Sir. that the provision of Rs.50,090 under Grant No. 20, Major
head—40.—Agriculture, Minor head—D.—Agricultural Experiments and
Research,Sub-head—(d)—-Purchase of rice irrigation pumps in connectio n
with grow-more-food, 2t page 143 of the Budgct, be reduced by Rs.101, 7.¢.,
the amount of the whole Grant of Rs.14,40,000 do stand reduced by Rs.101.,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Make it Rs.100.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Very
wcli, Sir, I make it Rs.100.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, by moving this Qut Motion, T want to urge llpo? the
Government the necessity of more vigorous Wolrle WIFh r‘?gm_d 3 Grows
More-Food Scheme. After the scheme was introduced in this Province, thc
fficers were making schemes for development of particular areas, but so far
Os 1 know, all the areas could not be touched. First of all the Department

i ?;ou‘ld not make any survey of the whole Province about the lands that
may be brought under cultivation, and therefore, some localities were bene-
fited Dby the scheme and some were neglected. T would ask Government to
look into these facts and see their way to spend monecy eyerywhcre (hear,
hear) 10 sec wherfa the scheme can work and where the cultivators can ex-
pand their cultivation.

e L i sl i oAl i
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With regard to irrigation pumps I have got tosay a few words.  For
some time past, by these irrigation pumps, cultivators were growing Boro
crop in  Aman lands. But the rules of Government are so strict and t:he
expenditure that is required to be made by the cultivators is so pl‘Ol}lblthC
that even where these are essentially necessary the cultivators refrain from
procuring these. I bring one fact to the notice of the House that in 1941
some people of Salla thana applied for two pumps to the Agrlculturc.D'cpart-
ment. The conditions imposed by the Department were so ‘rxgld that
the poor people could not fulfil the conditions and they went without ex-
pansion of their cultivation. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will look into
this question and see his way that the rules are framed in such a manner as
the cultivators may benefit by them.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: I would just like to know what were the
conditions that proved so difficult for the cultivators ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQRBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : The
conditions were: They were to pay Rs.125 in advance, and over and
above they were to pay Re.1-8-0 or so as expense per “kear” to Govern-
ment Pumps were to be taken from Fenchuganj at their owrn expense.
That is x‘-\rhy_thc cultivators couvld not fulfil the terms, and could not cxpand
their cultivation.

As for cinchona cultivation, I want to put forward a suggestion
We have been hearing about the cinchona cultivation and the manufa ture
of quinine but during the course of six years of this reformed Admh;i:tl.“e
tion, we could do very little. So, I request Government to procure the seég-
of cinchona and distribute them to the cultivators in areas which may bS
found suitable for this cultivation and the products they may be p]c;seg
to purchase and manufacture quinine therefrom.

Mr. Mookerjee has spoken about the Demonstrators and I do not like
to repeat the same. I find from the Budgf:t under discussion that a post
of Agricultural Chemist has been created in Class 1T of the Gazetted Rank
and that the initial pay of the same post was fixed as to fill up the post of
the Chemical Assistant by promotion. I have no objection to approLc of
this post but I feel strongly that this important post should be filled ip by
an advertisement so as to have the best man available for the post. I ﬁna
from the recent publications in the Newspapers that the Chemical Assistant
is a relative of some of the h:gh ofﬁcmls. I do not grudge it but l;e is an
ordinary B. Sc.. while the previous incumbent wasa D. Sc. T cannot un-
derstand how the present incumbent wou!d be given even the ol caatin
chance. However, I do mot want to dilate upon the matter any moreg
What I do hope is that at the time of filling up vacancies in the Agricul:.
ture Department with regard to suqh posts, Governinent should consider
the whole situation threadbare and will only fill up these vacancies witl, Most
Competent and qualified men. With these few words, I commend mL
Motion to the acceptance of the House. _ y

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Motion moved :

«That the provision of Rs.50,000 under Grant Ng. 20, Major
40 — Agriculture, Minor head—.—D:—ﬂ.Agr.iCulturul Experiments ang Redos
Sub-head—(d)—Purchase of rice irrigation pumps in connection With T ch,
more-food, at page 143 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100 ; grow-
amount of the whole Grant of Rs.14,40,000 do stand reducedq by R «1.06.,”the

. 0
Srijut KARKA DALAY MIRI: I beg, Sir, to moy
provis?_-;';;uof Rs.14,40,000 under Grant No. 20. Major head?_f};at the total
ture, at page 139 of the Budget, be reduced by RS-]-OO,i ; -—Agricul-

of the whole grant of Rs.14,40,000 do stand reduced by Ks ]E)Othe T

head—_
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:n:iﬁta Wﬂfs TeRlv, 9% 59te A Cut Motion 71497% &% wiwtasts
F9 At | gt FW fAerd @ ammd @ awas seeds f@Em 51 arwie
TotfEaF | AT BATTFS Az, AFA7 QT 45 qaw wlawts e 17 |
za SAiTe 7S T AT AWAAST dfgar awra Fceimce w4
fwmn w4 oots |

Ffufasire 4taZ  =2rAe seeds fasatn @te foatn ct=at-+46 seeds
afZos fram ol tltg | 2 TEEAd Fawd a2 w4 w1 cntatatE
arza seeds Teias At® AT #7549 seeds ir4tats a3 catfsars
qiza cAfs #fFa catiEea | iz oS F4m @a tzos =19 MTA o etz
A GifE 53 />0 ST | 4TI Zma fowars atva cdfs wafaca
e AFIas FfEa 770 7% 9 2T e atiza atza so/ss
sifa4 at =/ f4perz za seeds fFtatel wfgw w21 @2 @A :@‘ e
altsl @ Atza seeds IFS: ©F ATA W Stelcs atww (AR A |

frotae: Atz Al T4 0708 A AT 4 AT AA Aqtam w5y
Fla@ CTES AT ANF 53 7% 447 7241z | facasts  am4T 9w ona-
FEr 73 Ataa BCAES G2 (F2AEE 52as T za 0 frs arnm =iy
farstrst Ma4tTa seeds Azgw fFaiaa Facdt @wad AGlzscy fasia ;ffat:_;: ]
TS @t Atz Wtz @tata T % orZ was #f Asi seeds
wtardt @tAfE A=t at@ wila cAtaltz o4 aa

= fAetee 42e61 799 A4 SfoT 1 s Afn T31s Mz we
o7 | Afere 4 AtateT seeds AT AT | alw coA=A12-A612 fomat seeds
7% afe fa fron, cor? seeds TATE Wl S At Atz @iz @

sma 7AT FW [@etdq @dAT ATTA M7 st T

sfa fastel cafatatg «fe erpifa < CAGTFIA A AF=1F yieyg
seeds FAEBa | fm ordt o 1 2/o St seeds Telets  cifons ey
a7 afz 71 @ 434 seeds Al F [l @AM corg cifsas srpa
FrAeE 17 st ertas Azt AfHE 2 Gt T B Feies e
sta seeds clfBz aift gz @iz 737 A0S sceds = Faca AWTwa e
w4 724 OiF seeds TSEAT I ATIAS seeds  facatatas wtacet cufsns

AFHA e AfT AT | iy : _
[Srijut Karka Dalay Mir1, M.L.A., while moving the Cut Motion

e in Assamese and pointed out the d)fﬁqultics the cultivators haqd
?ggé{for late distribution Ic))f sceds by the Agriculture Department.] LR

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

““That the total provision of Rs.14,40,000 under Grant No.20, Major
head—40.—Agriculture, at page 139 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100.
i. e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.14,40,000 do stand reduced by
Rs.1007. ] !

Now discussions on these Motions will proceed ; and I may tell the
hon. Members that the discussion on these Moticns will continuc up to
12-15 A M. The time gained from questton hour will be distributed as fol-
lows :—15 minutzs to Grant No.20, 15_ minutes to Grant No. 23 and 15
minutes to the last group of Grants 2. ¢., 24, 31 and 34.

%9 |
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Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Mr. Speaker, Sir, so far as the
statistical side of the Department is concerned, I hope it has evoked
suflicient condemnation from Mr. Blennerhassett and so I will not like to
deal with that aspect of the matter. I submit, Sir, that heavy responsibilities
lie on the shoulder of the Minister for Agriculture. On him rests the res-
ponsibility of feeding the Province, and now that he is going to get a subs-
tantial grant from the Central Government, I appeal to him to see that
something more useful is done by the Agriculture Department. Sir, in this
connection I would like to touch on some points. Various suggestions have
been made as to how we can improve our agriculture just at the present

moment. One of the suggestions was to bring in more lands under culti-
vation, but I don’t think, Sir, that suggestion will be very much practi-
cal, because we find that a huge number of population are leaving their
agricultural field and going to take up military contract works By irhioh
they can earn more. Sir, this has handicapped agriculture greatly and in View
of this, I don’t see there is any use trying to bring in more lands 1 R

vation. We should rather try to intensify whatever cultivation theru { Cll(‘-u dl-
instead of bringing in more lands under cultivation and wit} t(}:1 A fercacy
view we should try to supply our cultivators with good ual_l't' atf T
not the seeds which the Department is just now Supplyig bl e See_dS,
from the market. The Hon’ble Minister himself admittegd y purchasing
20 per cent. of the seeds might be useless and the actal expcnieﬂis;erjga}f ot
tivators is that even more than that is absolutely useless, So ol the cul-
buying seeds in the open market Government should try to sy mlsread of
quality seeds form their own farms at Titaber, Jorhat and other I;DIl)a}:: g()gd
far as my information goes, the tea gardens utilised good quall rt:s. o
from Government and I think they can now help Government b ty seeds
some of their own stock of good quality seeds. (Mr. A, Whiti};kgll-‘tm%
quite agree, Sir.). I think the Government might approach the tea garé;;s
to help them with good quality seeds.

Then, Sir, there is the difficulty about manures ; there hag
been no manuring of the fields for vears tegether. The Gentral |
Advisory Council suggested application of two manures, viz., the oil‘coc;{d
and compost. The tea gardens are consuming the whole of the oil akc
manure availab'e in the Province. I would like to appeal to th -cake
forego this manuring for their gardens for a year or two, for ufill'{l_to
the same in the paddy fields, as paddy is more important ik teals:mg
at the present time. I hope they will agree to this. just

ecards compost, so far as I could g:ather f(_)rm the Go
Indi? : fn%ormati()npseries, I think, it is quite possible to ST du‘;irnr.nent of
Province. The water hyacinth and the jungle reeds of ~ Assam will b
Sreat help in this respect ; the chemical process is also very simple. eT}?f
epartment should try this method of converting water-hyacinth e d. X le
Teeds into compost. Jungle
Sir, there is the great difficulty about cattle,
nateghigé Miiitary have been taking away cattle in Jar evﬁgl Unforty-
their consumption and this has been a great hanchc.ap SO laE i mbers for
power is concerned. The Hon’ble Sir Joge.n_dra Singh advised our cattle
Food Advisory Council to request the Military authorig the Central
cows and bullocks below the age of 10 years, neith €s
give milk or are carrying. I think, Sir, that the Proyipe.; SOWS which
might as well request the Military authorities, ip this Provj
that their contractors do not supply them with bl rovince, to see
might be useful for cultivation and milk produCtionﬂ .‘Er;and cows that

€re is another

practically



382 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS (20T MAR.

difficulty about cattle, Sit, :m(i. that is the very great scarcity o fodder. In
our district, and I understand in Assam Valley also, people have sold away
their entire stock of fodder at fancy prices, five or six rupees a maund, to
the Military. The people who did not think of the future, now find them-
selves in great difficulties. Whetever they might have done in the nast, 1
think, Government should come to  their help now. I think the Depart-
ment should intrcduce Napier grass and other fodder in order to save our
cattle f om total destruction.

Then, Sir, so far as the Surma Valley is concerned, practically for the
last twenty years, We are getting no Amon crop because  of frequent floods
visiting our valley. Huge Ajcas are being flooded away year after vear
and we get a very small portion of what we used to get previously,  The
only remedy for this danger is intensification of bore cultivation and that
requires irrigation. Now that the Government is going to get some fnds
from the Government of India I would. request them to lay i e
this aspect of the things and try to bring in more arcas under’ boro cultiva-
tion. The present season is over now, but Government should be (iuir‘lu
something from now for the next year. Projects may be taken up for conver.
ting fisheries into boro arcas without causing much detriment to fish
There was some dispute over fishery lands in the Dhakadakshin arca in the
district of Sylhet. It was found that if the proprictors of fisheries could he R
suaded we could get huge arcas under boro cultivation without much L'll!o-m
and expenditure of money —Ifnccessary, I think, Government should e
ready to come to the h:clp of the cultivators by means of legislation for i
purpose, as fish is certainly not as urgent as paddy is just now.

With these few remarks, I W().uld agnin request the Hon’ble
Minister of Agriculture to try to activate his Department a little s

usefully.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T endorse a]) the
suggestions given by the previous speakers, and particularly the very impor-
tant points brought forward by the hon. speaker who has just spoken
Fodder and pasture are the two very serious problems facing our cultiva.
tors to-day. As has been pointed out by the previous speaker, due to war
emergency fodder has been indented from all parts of the country ; eyen
from the month of Agrahoyar fodder and straw were taken away at’ fancy
prices. Qur cultivators d_id not know whf:thcr they should preserve their
fodder for cattle or dispose it of at cash price. )

I would now like to make a few gcncr’a] obsc,:rv:at]ons with regard to this
Department. I would request the Hon’ble Minister to get rid of the top
heavy administration in this Department..........

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : What is mecant by the phrase “top-heavy

I el k) )
admﬁ;&iﬁﬁnABDUR RAHMAN: Iam just going to show that. Under
the new schemes in this Department, I find in the Budget that permanent
provisions are going to be made for certain h_lg.h salaried posts, iz.. pro.
visions for the appointment of a Qhem‘“”" o, i Deppty Director and so
on. I do not understand what 1is the necessity of making permanent pro-
vision for a third Deputy Director. Is it expected that these high-salarjed
officers would go to our cultivators and make propaganda to them ? I
think, provision for smaller posts is more necessary, so that these officers
may mix with our people and give them proper guidance. It is lament-
able that our cultivators are suffering a lot for want of proper advice, and
provision should have been made for more field assistants ;  the
number at present is not sufficient to cope with the demand.
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Even to-day I notice that one hon. Member put several questions
that the Field Assistants and Inspectors are not found to  give proper
guidance to the people. : '

With regard to the Grow More Food Campaign, Sir, I have got one
suggestion to make. If Government is very much earnest to sce t_hc
result of this Campaign, I do advise them that they should appoint a special
officer or a special committee for the purpose of making a thorough
enquiry throughout the whole Province to see where suitable lands are
available. With these words, I resume my seat.

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: DMr. Speaker, Sir, I
thank the hon. Members who have been outspoken in their criticism which
exhibits their anxiety for overhauling the various activities of the Agri-
culture Department. I can however say this much, Sir, that the policy
adopted by us is a well-thought-out one,  well-thought-out in the
sense that it is not merely a theoretical policy but is based upon the
‘possibility of its application to varied economic problems that face us.
I shall (ry to meet, Sir, the various points that have been raised in this
debate,

The ¢«Grow More Food Campaign’ has received the pointed atten-
tiqn of the hon. Members and at the outset I request them to bear in
mind that this Campaign has been st‘tlrtcd in an abnormal situation and
very hurriedly and certain _clifﬁcultlcs -and sct-bacgks are  inevitable.
l‘ra.nspm.t difficulties were mainly rcspm}mblc for untimely distribution of
seeds.  For example, seeds purchased  in the North Bank for
could not be booked to Gauhati and had to be .fetch.cd by country-boats
and bullock-carts. Again while cultivators at Faklrganj_and Ghagmar; were
anxious to get Aku and Amon seeds, several maund.s of such seeds, already
purchased, were lying unbooked at Pathsala Station. In several areas we
tried to purchase seeds locally, but they were not always. avaliable,

With regard to the question of manure, Sir, chemical manures are
scarcely available now-a-days Z}Ild. the price of oil-cakes
exorbitant. Tea gardens are experiencing lot of difficulties in procurin
oil-cakes and other chemical manures. B_ut In spite of these difficulti
the Campaign is being pushed with great vigour and I am glad to menti
here that we have not lagged behind other provinces in our drive.
has been provided for seed and manure distribution schemes and
the Hon’ble House that all efforts will be made to procure the best possi-
ble seeds and distribute them in time ~ We already have a scheme for the
improved production of seeds and we propose to putit into action thjs
year. The scarcity of chemical manures and oil-cakes  will be counter.
balanced by the grca_ter attention that cultivators ‘.‘?‘1" be encouraged to
pay to the preservation of cow dung and preparation of compost ang
water-hya—cinth] ash. A handsome sum has also been provided for procu-
ri -meal. ) 3
mgwli?}?iegafd to_thc complaint of my hon. Friend Mr. Karka Dalay Mix
Tyt inf-orm_lnm.tha.l: we distributed ne]ar}ySS,OOO maunds of Ay, et
in that locality in this month and for Dhubri South Bank e e
special arrangements to send Ajm seeds at an e_arly. date.. e

With regard to the other point regarding irrigation, Slr,_ this is receiv
our special attention. Rice irrigation pumps are¢ not avajlape even 3t n
leave aside the problem of getting oil-fuel to run them, R if we
devoting our entire efforts for the Bund and Dong irrigation Ve, are
We have about sixty 1urigation projects already in hand B tlpI:OJects.

Sylhet district. A sum of Rs. 3} lakhs out of the tota] a’uOth Y in  the
Campaign will be devoted to the irrigation project and thisg w?ﬁtlfgf 011:11};

Goalpara

is
g
es
on
Money

I assure
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bring about increased production to meet the present emergency but  will
also have a lasting beneficial effect.

With regard to the matter raised by my hon. Friend Mr. Dev regarding
working bullocks and milch cows, thisis fully appreciated by this Govern-
ment and negotiations will be carried on with the Military authorities to
prevent their slaughter.

Then regarding fodder crop, it is also realised that there is fodder
scarcity due to requisition by the Military of paddy-straw or what is
commonly known in Assamese as Nora. We shall try to meet this emer-
gency by inducing the cultivators to grow other fodder crops such as
Napier grass and Guinea grass.

My hon. Friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman raised the question of pasture
land. ‘There is adequate number of such grounds, so much so that some
are of opinion that the existence of too many pasture lands is responsible
for the disinclination on the part of the cultivators to grow fodder Crops.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Where ? .

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : In the Assam Vallev.
Increase in the area of such lands will be inopportunc at the prcscﬁt
moment when lands are needed for cultivation under the “Grow More
Food Campaign”. However, the Pasture Bill which has been introduced
is being circulated for eliciting public opinion and we shall formulate
our policy when the same is received.

For all these works, the staff, specially the subordinate staff, is going
to be greatly strengthened. Apart from several new Inspectors and
Assistant Inspectors we are going to have as many as 150 Kamdars.

Sir, on the whole I may say that Government will spare no pains to take
full advantage of the financial help which is being offered by the Central
Government in order to increase the production of food-stdfls. = My Hon’ble
Colleague, the Finance Minister, explained the scope of the Campaign in
his Budget Speech and I need not repcat it. It is too early to judge the
results of the Campaign, but the ground has been well-prepared ~ and 1
am confident of very fruitful results. :

Mr. Mookerjee referred to the question of Agricultural education.
Government is fully alive to its importance. We are giving agricultural
training to unemployed educated youths annually at the Sylhet and Jorhat
training classes. Provision of stipend is there for Assam students to “study
agriculture outside the Province. This year we have provided for only two
stipends for training at the Agricultural Coll(_e;_;c bccau.sc we  have at
present in this Province six unemployed qualified candidates. We yill
however try to provide more moncy next year.

Several projects for an Agricultural School had  to be dropped in the
past owing to financial stringency. I'he present time, wh_cn cost of
materials and implements will be tremendous, if they are available at all,
is not suitable to start such a'school. We shall _huwcvcr consider the case
- of establishing it as soon as circumstances .perm1t. :

With regard to tobacco f:ulfivat.ion, Sir, the Agriculture Department
has been for many years distributing small quantities of Rangpur and
other types of tobacco seeds amongst hill cultivators with the object of in-

troducing this crop. The }a_rgest toba_ccc_) growing centre in  Assam
is the area of Dhubri where conditions are similar to those of the well-
known tobacco tracts of Coochbehar and Ra_ngpur. The establishment of
a small Tobacco Research Station together with flue curing apparatus for
that area is under consideration.
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Now coming to the question of cotton cultivation, Sir, the Agricul-
ture Department made trials for several years with long staple varicty in
North Cachar Hills and Khasi Hills with the object of ascertaining whether
this type of cotton could be successfully grown The results in all cases were
a compiete failure......... )

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Whether the experiment wase
made only on the paper or in the file, Sir ? :

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : The results in all cases
were complete failure and as a result it has been decided to confine our
attention to the improvement of indigenous cotton varieties. The position
with regard to short staple cotton is that during the current vear the
Economic Botanist is conducting a survey of the local types and collecting
samples of them which may be seen in the Botanical Section of the Jorhat
Laboratory. Amongst them some are most promising types, especially from
the Garo Hills. The next step will be to exploit these selected types
to produce pure ‘imprqvcd sced. ; For this purpose action is alreadv under
way in conjunction with the Indian Central Cotton Committee PRt
blishment of a small cotton research station in the Garo Hills. The Econo-
mic Botanist, Assam, is 2 member of the Indian Central Cotton Commi 2
and attended a meeting in Bombay last month. He was given evo ]n}lttce
that the Committee would provide funds for a great part, if n:tl‘}’f 10pe
whole, of the required expenditure. It is understood that a r::searcl Sries
which has been operating under the aegis of the Indian Centr.ﬂl %t:atxon
Committee for some years il} the Chittagong Hills Tracts with cthe Sion
object, .e., research on indigenous short staple types, is shortly clga'mc
down and the Committee are therefore more inclined to resume e Sm‘k
in Assam. Experiments with Iong.staplc cotton are now confined t WD}l
plains of Assam and 40 or 50 varieties arc_undcr study at Jorhat, Rizths

Now, witl}lflega;‘d ts?Pla.c cultivatlc;‘r\ll, DI oss Taratae et

e th . . At .
vatio’]:r‘lh; Hon e SPEAKER as there any mention ahoy lac culti-
Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : I have mentioned lac o g
Sir. Cultivation,
The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : Sit, with tegas
cultivation, Government have not failed to explore the potenti'llgazld - I_ac
cultivation in the Province. A marketing survey of Jac Bk Itll)es of its
pared and fe‘;;;‘}(:j’fa(}avcrnmcnt of Indiia in January 1939, SeRtpre:

The sche ¢ demonstration and improvement pre
acgis of the Lac Research Institute, Namkum, Rauchif}prsagg under the
the Government 1n 1942-43 byt it had to be postponed d Ctioned by

. = 3 ue to thc .
for war time economy.  We hope to revive it as soon Ti€Cessity

< ety : as circur
permit. The scheme provides for two lac supervisors and e tla nstances
trators. ¢ demons-

h

We have however one lac demonstrator and g3 T

this House, Mr. Jobang D. Marak, has been appointed I; }111?;. lla\/fember of

Indian Lac Gess Committee to represent Assam. nber of the
A propose_ﬂ 'for hcensing traders in lac is under considerat; ;

object of obtaining better prices for the producers. o0 with the
Mr. Blenperhassett has referred to the unreliable statistic

partm‘ent. Sir, the question of reliable statistics has drawls of this De-

attention of the hon. Members, It should however be b:) k ¢ Ppointed

that the system of compilation of agricultural statistics is laiq e i1 mind
Government of India to which all provinces and states d dow by the
gards the method of collecting the statistics, I shall reaq C(?nform, Ay i
paragraph from the Government of India publication Hem ut the relevant
Area and Yield of Principal Crops in India™. It ig ed

“E .
: Str
sald here, Sir mates of
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“The estimates for Assam relate to all the districts in which the respec-
tive crops reported on arc grown to any extent. For all districts the infor-
mation is reccived from District Officers. The arcas of crops except cotton
and tea are collected by the Land Records staff (for the temporarily-settled
plains districts and the plains portion of Garo Hills and those for the Hills
are based on estimates revised quinquennially by the District Officers except
in the case of forecast crops for which estimates have to be made annually.
In the permanently-settled tracts of Sylhet and Goalpara the areas of jute
are reported by the village choukidari panchavats  For other crops except
cotton and tea the arcas arc estimated in Sylhet by the Deputy Commis-
sioner on the basis of the population figures and the surveyed areas of the
temporarily-settled parts of the districts............... e
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE On a l)nill[ of inf'cn';n;ui”"’
Sir. Is that the direction from the Government of India or is it not how it
is done ? These are two different things, Sir.

The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: We are following the

instructions of the Government of India, Sir.

The Hon’ble Mr'. NABA ’I‘(UMA'R _DA_TTA : “In Goalpara they are
obtained from the Zeminders. Tea statistics in all districts are  supplied by
the tea garden managers and proprictors. I'he areas of cotton are obtained
in Cachar from patwaris for the plains subdivisions and for the North
Cachar Hills estimate is made by the Subdivisional Officer ; in Sylhet in-
formation is obtained from the Collector of Dao tax, in the Garo Hills from
hill mauzadars, in Nowgong from the Supervisor Kanungo of hills sub-
circle, in Sibsagar and (J()é}lpara fror_n Manda‘ls or other \.’.l”a'-_i:(: officers, in
Khasi and Jaintia ]—]ill‘s from _doloxs':‘md sirdars, and in the Naga and
Lushai Hills fromn intelligent chiefs. The figures are checked only in  the
tcmpurarily-sctllcd tracts by the circle S‘ub-dcputy Collectors ; in the per-
manently-settled districts of Sylhet and Goalpara thcrc is no real (:]1(:.(71.{ at all.
The estimates of outturn are based on the normal yield obtained from (he

results of crop-cutting experiments. ”’

1t is admitted by the Government of India and by all the provincial
ments that the statistics hitherto collected are inadequate and the
resent emergency has focussed attention on the question. Action by he
Ekocrnment of India is expected. It must be recognised that extension
and elaboration of these enormous masses of figures will be a very expensive
ffair. Even under the present sketchy system, not less than 200 officers
2 concerned in the preparation of one single crop forecast.  We ghall
}a]lg(zvevcr make all possible cflorts to scc if animproved method may be
adopted towards accuracy of these figures.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY:
What about the revision of rules with regard to supply of irrigation pumps,
. p y
Sir? The Hon’ble Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : I have replied to that,
Sir, to the effect that irrigation pumps arc not available at the moment.
ir, ':([)‘he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Dii)‘.eES MrY Mosqker_]ce press his Motion ?

H MOOKER] : rs, Sir.

MESBAIDYANAT The question is :

‘ble the SPEAKER : ' !
"I“!Il‘f)al;l‘t)lﬁel;)r‘:)visieon of R3_4.9J716.under Grant No 20, Major head 40—
Agriculture, Minor head—A .—Direction (total), at page 140 of the Budget,

be reduced by Rs_]_OO, i e., the amount of the whole grant of 1{5.14!,40,000

do stand reduced by Rs.100.”

The question was negatived. ) )
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does Mr. Palmer press his Motion ?

Govern
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Mr. R. A. PALMER: Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The questionis:

“That the provision of Rs.12,627 under grant No.20, Major head—40.—
Agriculture, Minor head—A.—Direction. Sub-head—1.—Pay of Officers
(total), at page 140 of the Budget, be reduced by WRe.l, i.e., the amount of
the whole grant of Rs.14,40,000 do stand reduced by Re.1.”

The question was negatived,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Will Mr. Blennerhassett press his
Motion ?

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAIKER: The question is :

¢“That the provision of Rs.12.627 under Grant No.2 Iajor —
40 —Agriculture, Minor head - -A.—Direction, Suh-h‘i\?d—f-)i i\ll;l.l?l Ollleglfﬁ_
cers (total), at page 140 of the Budget, be reduced bv Re.l : e ttl'w.e an t
of the whole grant of Rs.14,40,000 do stand reduced by R'(_’ln = qIHoun

The Assembly divided. ; e

AYEs—16.
1. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 9. Mr. N. Dawson
2. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen. 10. Mr E. H. S Lc:\\'is
3. Babu Karuna Sindhu ROY. 11. Mr. C. W. I\'IOrley 3
4. Babu Lalit Mohan Kar. 12. Mr. R. A, PR 3
5. Babu Nirendra Nath Dev. 13. Mr. P. Trinkle,
6. Srijut Purandar Sarma. 14. Mr. A, e 7
i Kl{an Bahadur Maulavi 15 Sri!:ut D:Y'h.ittal\ex.
Mahmud Ali. e rsingh Deuri.
8. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett. 16. Mr. Jobang D. Marak,
NoEsS—26.
1. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid 12, Rai  Sahib D .
Sir Muhammad Saadulla. - Gohain. oulat Chandra
9. The Hon’ble Mr. Naba Ku- 13. Maulavi Abdur Rahman
mar Dutta. ‘ 14. I\/Iaulavi Dexvan Muh A
apie HOK?-JIG Maulavi Munaw- Ahbab Chaudhury s,
war Ali. 15. Maulavi Muh ; ;
4. The Hon’bléfhsrijUt Hirendra Ali. ammad - Amjad
Chc ot e 16. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmeg
5. Thﬁiafﬁ%ibl&udﬁilgi? HSah?b 17. Khan Bahadur Maulavi g :
g k 2 : : s era-
Chaudhuri. b S i Mm?t Ah}\d %
6. The Hon’ble Dr. Ma} - Mauwavi Muhammaq g
Nath Saikia. 2jendra ks KhHussgm Chaudhyry, S
7. The Hon'ble Maulavi Apquy] Wty i 1{121?311: Maulavi ppy,.
Matin Chaudhvun_ 20. Maulavi Nazil‘lilcid‘
8. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 21. Maulavi  Shejkp, 7 hmed,
Maulavi Sayidur Rahman. Sadagar, Osmap Ali

9. The Hon’ble Miss Mavis Dunn, 22. Mr. Benjamip, Ch

10. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath 23. Srijut Bhaira, Ch: Momip,

24. M. andr
Brahma, 25 erv Binode Kum A Das,

. ar J' S( "W E
11. Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain, 26. Srijutl}‘{(}atph h. arwan.

The question was negatived,
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul Hussain
Chaudhuri and Srijut Karka Daloi Miri may withdraw their Motions with
the leave of the House. I hope the hon. Movers have got the leave of the
House to withdraw their Motions.

The Motionsswere by leave of the House withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

¢“That a sum not exceeding Rs.14,40,000 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head 40.—Agricul-

ture”’. g .
I'he question was adopted.

GRANT No. 23
43.—INDUSTRIES

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The extra 15 minutes T granted for
this Demand has been lost by the division. Now this Demand will be dis-
cussed upto 1 p.m. There are only 8 Cut Motions and we may ask
Maulavi Muhammad Maqgbul Hussain Chaudhuri to move his Motion  first
and then Babu Nirendra Nath Dev to move his Motion. |

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: On the recom-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move
that a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,41,500 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
31st March 1944, for the administration of the head 43 .—Industries’,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

¢««That a sum not exceeding Rs.2,41,500 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
ending on the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head <43, __
Industries’.”

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: I beg
to move that the total provision of Rs.2,41,500, under Grant No.23, Major
head—43.—Industries, at page 158 of the Budget. be reduced by Rs.100
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,41,500 do stand reduced b;,

Rs.100.

Sir, by this Motion I propose to urge upon Government for the expan-
sion of the Department of Industries, After the out-break of the war its scope
in Assam has been widened. But I do not think the Department has taken
the advantage of the situation created by the war. .Thcre are trained men
in this Department who are to go to various localities to give demonstra-
tions, but they have not been given sufficient equipment for such demons-
trations. Government have kept them in such a condition that they cannot
undertake any tour in order to give essential demonstrations and that is
owing to the fact that the.rate of their travelling _allowance 1s very low, and
for these reasons they cannot be expectcgl of achieving good results. If the
Department take up the work in right earnest, I think, there would
be some improvement. For the expansion of this Department
Government should provide more money to appoint more officers so that
every cultivator can come into touch with this Department and he can
engage himself in weaving as well. Sir, there are hat manufacturing fac-

tories at different centres in the Province. There is a factory at Sylhet
started by one Mr. M. Ahmed, m.A., LL.B., and, as I hear from Khan Baha-
dur Maulavi Mi_ut_izur Rahman, this is working well. The Hon’ble Minister-
in-charge of Civil Defence paid a visit to that factory, but up till now for
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¢ widen its scope very much. So I urge

upon Government to see their way {0 widen the scope lc-i Industies Depart-
ment, as this is the only Department that can bring tl‘-c ‘C‘:ﬂ“\’dt‘?‘S money
if they engage themselves in weaving or any other enterprise when
they are free from agricultur;\l Jabour. MbBon'f £

With these few words, Sir, I commend my Motion for the acceptance o
the House. 4 ot

The Hon’ble EAKER: Motion ved : :

«That the totatlh]frgxzsion of Rs.2,41,500, under Grant No.23, Major
head—48.—Industries, at page 158 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100,
i.c., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,41,500 do stand reduced by
Rs.1007°.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEB: I beg to move that the provision of
Rs.32,034, under Grant No. 23, Major l}cad—-4£§.-—-1ndustries, Minor head _
—B.—Industrial Education—- (a)—Weaving Institutes (total}, at page 160
of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, z.e., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs.2,41,500 do stand reduced by Rs.100%. :

It is very unfortunate, SIr, that the Industries Department is working
practically without any plan even 1n th_ese hart_:l times. Sir, the Military
authorities are getting some of _thc:r_ Sl_lPPheS manutactured through the
Department of Industries of this Province. It is all very good, but the
Industries Department should know that it is thc.c:.\uhan_ population of this
Province who are paying for their existence and it is thcq‘ primary duty to
look after the needs and requirements of the P_COPIC of this Province.

We have been hearing for a very l_ong time abopt standard  cloth.
Could not the Industries Department, m_stcad of ._buymg standard cloth try
to arrange yarn from some of the mills and distribute the same amonest
weavers so that they can manufacture cloth locally ? I am sure that if the
Department could shirk all its lethargy it could do something for the weavers
of the Province ; and thereis a huge possibility not only for weaving but
also for spinning. It is high time now, Sir, that the Government should
launch a vigorous propaganda for reviving spinning wheels. I think the
Industries Department in collaboration with Agricultural Department can
get some grant from the Central Cotton Committee for cotton cultivation ;
this Province and our- local cotton can be spun in our own spinning Wheelm
It is no extravagant hope to expect our own cloth made on our own loo s
from our own COtton spun in our own spinning wheels. T hope, Sir txlns\
Hon’ble Minister will kindly try to spare a little more attention so th’at “:g

may get.our own cloth in our own Province from our own cotton, our o
wheels, and our own looms. ’ i

Ir?-ﬁ al;l ?}?;b;: the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

h ovision of Rs.32,034, under Grant No.23, Major
43.—Industrics, Minor head—B.—Industrial Educationﬁ—(aa‘-]ilv\lgead.‘"
Institutes (total), at page 160 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, ;. 18
amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,41,500 do stand reduced by Rs.10g 5" '€

The discussion under the Motion which stands in the name of o
Magbul Hussain  Choudhury under Grant No.23 may proeee don Maulayi

want of encouragement it could no

then the Hon’ble Minister will be called upon to give his rep] OW, and
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker §:
support the Motion moved by my hon. Friend Maulavi T ) I rise to

Hussain Chaudhury. From the Budget we find that insteaq ammad Maqbul
sort of encouragement this Department is being regularly Oiﬂ‘ 8€tting any
are. 5 or 6 heads under this Department under which i celected: A
First comes the industrial development. What do we find Money {g spent.
pudgeted last year was Rs.40,400 for Non-Excluded _there ? Money
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for Excluded arcas. What do we find this ycar ? From Rs.40,400 in the Non-
Excluded arcas, it has come down to Rs..'i.'i,ﬂ.'lﬂ. For the other head, oviz.,
industrial education also, we find last year for the Non-Excluded areas ' the
money provided was Rs.1,60,157 and for the Excluded arcas Rs.1,600. ‘The
provision for this year !or N_uu-lux(:ludul arcas 1s Rs.1,53,739 and for
the Excluded areas Rs.1,135. Sir, these are the two major heads and what
do we find here ?  We find that instead of providing morce money,  the
Government have allotted .lcss moncey for these two heads.

Now, I come to fisheries. This is another branch of  this Department.
On. many occasions, many hon. Mcmbers impressed upon the mind of  the
Government that they should pay special attention 1o this. I remember
aright, even when our present I‘l’l)n’llf-(.' Premier was tlx‘:' J..c:.'ulm' of the
Opposition hf-: also put llu."i matter with a great deal of force to the then
Hon’ble Minister.  Sir, after two subsequent ycars  what do we find ? Last
year there was a provision of Rs‘.2,400 ; this year Rs.2,767 has been pro-
vided. This is the provision which we find in the wlml'c: of Budget for this
Department. In the total Jast year the original provision  was Rs.2,57,400
for Non-Excluded areas :tnd' Rs.2,500 for Excluded arcas.  But what do we
find in the revised estimate ? I need not mention that., T'his Department was
vigorously criticised ;  there was a request that Government should take
care to spend money which was provided in the Budj_{('l... But what do we
find ? e find that Rs.2,59,900 was provided, out of which Rs.2,57,057
was spent. The allotment Lh:(:;' year is Rs.g_,d-l,(m]U. T'his is  how the
Department is bc:‘mg arc.tt_g.d .by}.fc.)}w:ffnnf:_nt. .5.1.1‘, . _l.fu_l, -l:s raw miu.vrml
to begin with in our Irovxflf:f, which requires mere initiative and some imagi-

3 Our Government is lacking in this.

nauo&?i.r so far as the necessity of weaving is concerned, my hon. Friend
Mr. Dci) has cxprcs.sccl it very nicely. 1 think, it will be better and prudent
on the part of the Government to have a reorganisation of . the spinning and
weaving section, and w% got assurance also to this cflect that they would do
this. What do_ we find _Nollnng.has been glonc in tlm_t 3 direction . Small
cottage industrics are practically dying. During this_ critical period, when
everybody i feeling thc.pmch due to scarcity of pPaper 1t was impressed
upon the Government last time that hand-made paper r)mrlustr;_w should be
S suraped }?y Government. But what has been done : Nothing is found
. 1. ° 1 oI1l.
1n thés, dl:fgt;lcard that there were sufficient materials  for match sticks and

hlr,bOXCS in our Province. All of wus know what the present price of
matc boxes is. So with a little imagination and push Government can do
match bo he inhabitants of this Province.
much fofl- ; as the industrial loans are concerned, I do not find anything pro-
% S0 ;3111.‘1 Budget. Thoughin the Budget Memorandum I find that an
vided in t f{s 6,000 has been provided, yet after going  through the Budget
amount 05 not find any amount against the item ‘“Industrial loan.”
REOpE e hon. Friend Mr. Deb said that our Government s supplying

Sir, gllz’cts to the Military. But so far as I know, our Government is
somclp_ro solashats to the Military.  Of course, I speak subject to correction.
supp Y.mgtead of supplying sola hats, it would have been better on
&“t ;:}[S of the Government if they could provide cloths for the inhabi-
ta;tsI,J of their own Province. Mere agricultural products will hardly be of any
use unless the Industries Department co-operates.  ‘I'imes without unmber
we have cried and cried in vain, The present time is the most suitable
time for starting all tl_]cse,_and, hope Government will give up their slumber
and will come out in right earnest to try to do justice to the people whose
rcprcsentatives they are,
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With these words, T support the Motion.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Govern-
ment has been charged with lack of initiative and lack of intelligence.........

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Not with lack of intelligence.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Very well, Sir, with lack
of initiative. Activities of our Department of Industry, for the matter of
that, would always mean cottage industry 1t has been said that war has
come to the advantage to make 'ndian industries profitable now ; but I
shouid say, that it is also a source of disadvantage, because in many matters,
we find that for want of raw materials we have been much handicapped in
many industries such as soap-making. Now-a-days it has become rather
expensive and sometimes impossible to carry on for want of raw materials.
Then, again, the willingness on the part of the people to take to new indus-
tries is becoming extinct day by day. The reason is: war has brought
immense possibilities of earning money otherwise than by taking to cottage
industries. People are making pots and pots of money out of the contract
works.

M. BAIDYANAT_H MOOKERJEE: That is only as regards a very
selected fortunate few, Sir.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: We are talking of the mass
people rather than the fortunate few. ['he mass people, as a matter of fact
have been inl'ccl"t‘d \\’l!h tl_lc idea ol m:\k:'n_e; money-—every bit of cnergy’
every bit of intelligence is being u'sccl for carning money in whatever form or’
shape it may be, 5311(:]1 as by making roads, l?m[dmgs for thc. Military and 5
opening shops lorl 1'1'10. supply of war m_au}rmls, ete. So, Sir, now there are
very few pcopl_C to take resort to cottage 11\glllstl‘1cs as has been mentioned
by my hon Friend. So, I ‘hopc, my hon. Friend over there - would realise
that war is alsoaa source of great disadvantage.

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Mr. Speaker
Sir, at the outset, I must thank the hon. Members who have spoken on the
Cut Motions for their very constructive criticisms. I was really surprised to
find while listening to the Budget speeches that my Department remained
untouched except of course that Mr. Mookerjee touched my Depart-
ment by the way. _Bcforc I reply to the points raised by the hon, Members
I want to place l)ef0}‘e the House the activities of the Industry Department
and its general pohcx. At the first place, it has to provide facilities for
training in different kinds of industries to the people of this Province and i
the second place; 1t has to see that these people of the Province A ft
those industries on Whu.:h they are trained. The activity of this Induyst i
Department s mainly directed towards cottage industries. As we knory
the major industrics are the tea industry and the mineral oil in this Provinw’
and those on which we have to concentrate our activities are only the cot tac:
industries. Among the various cottage industries which we have taken g2
weaving ang !sen.li:ulture are  considerably of greater importance tq up,
province an (;CSIC c; these, the other activities of the Dcpartmthe
aper HEIERs towards  soap-making, carpentry, electro-plagipe
bell metal, Caﬁm, alll‘d rattan works, lacquer works, bakery angd Ing,
AR e or the last mentioned four industries, we have given st

“ students  of  the Proyi tsid 1 Stipeng
to the T rovince to go,, outside the -1ds
take up tramming.  We  phaye also provided facilitieg 1} TOVince

y’ ripatetic classes for ?lmﬂ‘erlgnt industries, which move about ?f:hc.ldiz,1 holding
PL suitable centres in the: Province. Besides these, we haye alsog;gglasscs
our
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Institutes in both the valleys to impart training in different industries to
the students who are admitted there.

Now coming to the matter of development of industries in the Province, I
may mention to the House that we have made provisions in the shape
of loan to be granted to the needy individual industrial concerns and also this
year, we have provided Rs.6,000 in our Budget to grant subsidies to the needy
and deserving individual concerns which take up these industries in right earn-
est. There was a mistake in the Budg(:t that the amount of P.s5.6,000 was shown
against contribution towards the Government Emporium. This was subse-
quently corrected by a correction sl_lp. I think, I should also mention that the
provision for loan has l)cCl:l shown in the last page of the Budget. Formerly
it was Rs. 20,000 but this year it has been allotted Rs. 15,000 only.
These loans are being issued from  year to yearg but we are sorry to
inform the ‘House that most of the industrialists who took
loans to start industries, misspent the moncy. Many of them
who gave a little start, failed in their activity because of the dearth of
materials now-a-days.

The next point is that my hon. Friend Mr. Maqbul Hussain Chaudhury
has urged upon the Government to expand the activities of the Department.
In reply I should say that we have been always trying to expand the acti-
vities of this Department. So far as the Sericulture Department is concern-
ed, T should mention here that this Province has got the great reputation of
producing special silk the like of which is probably produced no where.
The staff of that Sericulture Department has been increased since 1937
by 200 per cent. up-to-now and also in the Weaving Department, we have
been increasing the staff from time to time according to the requirements.
There is still in our contemplation to increase the staff further in the
Marketing Section. It has been also said that the war has created some
opportunities which should be availed of for the development of the
industries in the Province. 1In this connection it has been well -said
by my hon. Friend Mr. Amjad Ali that though the war situaticn has
created some opportunities for the development of industries, yet it has
brought about some disadvantages also. I have already said,’ Sir, that
there is no major industry in Assam except tea industry and mineral ojl.
As we have got mo iron, steel, leather, paper, chemical, cotton and other
major industries in the Province, we could not take advantage of the
situation created by the war. At the same time for development of the
cottage industries there some difficulties have been experienced so  far
as the supply of materials and transport facilities are concerned. There has
been great shortage of yarn and other materials and even thesilk throw-
ing plant which could be obtained after such a long time -could ‘not be
installed up till now because of want of electrical fittings. It is lying useless
in the Gauhati Weaving School.

Then Sir, as regards yarn my hon. Friend Mr. Nirendra Nath Deb has
said that instead of waiting to have standard cloth from ‘outside the Pro-
vince, we could have manufactured such sort of cioth in our Province we
could arrange for yarn. The matter to supply of yarn Sir, I may tell the
hon. Members, has already been taken up by the Central Government and
it is under their consideration now. There was a proposal to control the
distribution of yarn to different Provinces and we gave our consent to the
proposal of the Government of India but nothing has been done finally. .As
soon as that scheme is given effect to, i.e., regarding the control of distribu-
tion of yarn to the different provinces by arranging with the mills, we shall

be able to do a good deal in that direction. At present our Marketing
Section is not sitting idle—they are in the meantime trying to make arranges
ment for the supply of yarn from the mills and so far as I understand,
that yarn difficulty has to a certain extent been sloved as they are now
getting supply of yarn though not according to our full requirements.

-
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Then, as regards sola hat manufacture, much has been said by
my hon. Friend Mr. Mookerjee He says that why should we go to supply
sc_)la hats to the Military and “why should we not manufacture hats for our
civil population instead ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Not hats but cloth.

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Then Iam
sorry, I could not follow the hon. Member. .

As regards sola hat manufacture for Military, 1 like to mention here
that we are getting the component parts from the Central Supply Depart-
ment at a much cheaper rate than is prevailing in the market. The khaki
cloth which we are getting at the rate of 9 annas six pies or SO per yard,
from them is being sold in the market at about Re.1-8. Yo, 1 den’t think
we can now take up the question of supply of hats to the civil populat-ioﬂ
as the cost of materials in the market has gone up very high. We have
taken up this industry not merely to supply the Central Government just
to meet their present requirements, but we want also to continue this new
industry even after the war is over. My hon. Friend Maulavi Magbul
Hussain Chaudhury has said that one educated young man, Mr. Mainuddin
Ahmed Chaudhury, a pleader of Sylhet, has taken up the manufacture of
hats at Sylher. T know him personally to be an enterprising youngman,
there are others also who have taken up this industry in Surma Val]cy: We
shall certainly consider whether any aid can be given to them, when they
come forward.

Sir, I am nearing the time limit and I think I have touched almost all
the points raised by the hon. Members.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Do the hon. Members want to press
their Motions ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
No, Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Motion.

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEB: I also desire the leave of the House
to withdraw my Motion.

(Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee refusing to grant leave, the motion was put
by the Hon’ble Speaker.) :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is :

: ““That t}}e provis?on of Rs.32.034, undeg‘ Grant No:23, Major head—
43.— Industries, Minor head—B.—Industrial Education—(a)—Weavi

Institutes (total), at page 160 of the Budget, be reduced by RS.lOO‘ ; ":g
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,41,500 d.o stand reduced by Rs.,l‘O(.) 2}

The Hon’b The question was negatived. ,

“‘Tﬁat zr;unl'lenﬂie SPEAKER: The %ulgs' 1c.m o :d
Thih VAT et in (zh :i((:)ceflmngs.Z,iﬂr,l?% ul‘ifl:'l grtfll::t; ! ‘;1(‘) élecfl'r_-ay the charges
Mareh 1944, for the qdmi“}sc of PAYIRS e B nding on the 31st

£ nistration of the head ‘43.—Industries’,”
The question was adopted.

Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjoumed for Tunch till 2 p.m

After lunch.
, GRANT No.12.
28.—JAILs Anp CONVICT SETTLEMENTS
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA .
da’tion Of His EXCGl’lE.}nCy the Governor of ASSam, I- b()n th.e recommen-
that a sum not exceeding Rs.5,88,400 be granted to dcfrayetg};e Si:, to move
charges which

-
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will come in the course of p: i

e : : se of payment during the ve
Md.r(,h 1944, for the administration of the head "..'-‘:
Settlements™. P =

y o -
;I“'l]?_c}a]al;lo'n ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

L Sy r.;. s;ulr;n : nol. exceeding Rs.5,88,400 be granted
- ges ch will come in the course of payment during tl 33 d“ﬁ.;ly o
: r the year ending on

the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head <28 ]
: 28 ——Jails and

:) ending on the 3lst
8.—Jails and Convict

Convict Settlements’.”
There are Cut Motions. Babu Ka o LTF -
aruna Sindhu Roy mav mov
e any of

his Motions. Which orie will he move ? X
gabuHKA’RIUNA SINDHU ROY: No.l.*
he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It appears thi
slowtlEo="bls hew Ni,ﬁii?li. {t appears this Motion is practical
oot smber wi nts to censure the Goverr -I g
has put (_lown the figures by which he wants to reduce the : s
substanuall)’. It appears to be an cconomic (.'I.ll r"xthll‘:r -lltlll“llnl ek
_ z 1an  a  censure

Motion.
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Then let I
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That is '(i g e il
Very well, if the hon. Member wants to reduce i‘l 0 3, Tanrantial aminn
him to move the Motion. ebinest- A0 thian § A :1”0“:
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Igivey
- give precedence to Mr. Mooker
BAIDYA_N:\ rH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Si
move that the I)I‘U‘-’:ISIUH of Rs.11,688 under Grant No.12 ’\I, ST & NI 1D
Jails and Convict Settlements, Minor head—A .- _District ]1”]”l h‘”uluﬁzﬁ'——
1.— Pav of Officers (total), at page 83 of the Budget, be ré(fl: 4, Tabhsad;
iw the amount of the whole grant of Rs.5,88,400 do St'uc(l] By Rs.100,
i, e . | and reduced by
Sir, I have m].)lcd. this Motion to raise a discussion over the
olitical prisoners in jails and their wrong classiflication | 'm:lL f::':;tllnt:nt %
‘ ‘ accommeoda-
It is well-known that at present the accommodation in jails |
very meagre because & very large number of Conqrcssmcnjf}:-s b BTt
inside the jail as security prisoners or political prisdncrs and tl;wc e R
under-trials have also increased to a great extent. Sir, not onl (il n.umbcr. o
he space provided in the district j):liisl?(;;-SIggpf’]g
ining

accommodatiOn but also t
purpose is causing a good deal of hardship to the prisoners. It has |
0 as Dbeen

ught to my notice that at the time of dining at nig : i
b:gvi%ed at present 1s also most unsatisfactory. gIt Lisniiglllttol&cc h(ght that s
to statc before the Hoy.?c whether my information is correct or PG
I understand that political not. Further,
escort when they arc taken out of the jail. This is really the most d
in Bengal supply of cooked food from SE{(S){;(}:)!C
is

state of affairs. ir,

fecs

Mr.

tion.

sion of Rs.5,12,772 under Grant No.12 Maj
mde a . ajor head— :
ad—A. — District Jails (total), ’ at page 84'1((,1' lhz:.Bl‘lIc?éEt a?d
F] e

# That the provisior
Convict Gettlements, Minor l11(: >
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.5,88,4(
e - )0 d
328y do stand reduc

reduced by Rs.79,672,
Rs.79,672-
by Rs-12s0 0 e Governmerit for not releasing anti-

(To cens
That the provision of Rs.5,12,772 under Grant No.12, Maj L

‘Minor head—A.—District Jails (total), at o sgeic}ﬁia'ﬁﬁ‘;st age

et, .

fascist prisoners.)

Convict Settlifsn}ﬁx;ts,_ o

S ncediby a1 338 the amount of the whole grant of R

Rs.772. g 5.5,88,400 do stand reduced by
(To criticise Government for not takin . .

: R re393cti;c%:§f£; for keeping all political prisoners together

cither ina sPeCi

and security prisoners arc hand-cuffed by ¢
the

Y
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permitted, whereas in Assam it is not permitted, T raised this point once
before, but the Government though they gave us some assurance thglt tl‘my
would consider the question have not done anything up till now on this point.

So far as sports for security and political prisoners are concerned, practi-
cally no facility is given to them. -

As regards classification, this is made most whimsically. This point was
als> brought before the notice of the Government but T know it definitely
that nothing has been done in this direction also.

In the hospital in jails, the accommodation is also very restricted and the
patients there suffer a good deal for want of accommodation.

So far as the winter clothings are concerned, spectally blankets, I know
of one instance, in the Sylhet jail, where the prisoners suffer a good deal due
to want of blankets.

And as regards the diet, Sir, I understand, that sago has been substituted
by powdered rice. If this is the state ol things, Sir, I think, the Government
should consider whether these security prisoners who come from a very res-
pectable status in the society Sh()[.ll(,l be treated in (]‘,is way. Sir, so far as
the policy of Government regarding the release of political prisoners and
security prisom‘rb: are concerned, we want to hear from the Hon’ble Minister-
in-charge a definite answer. : :

With these words, Sir, I commend my Motion for the
Hmls’f"he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

““That the provision of Rs 11,688 under grant No.12, M
28.—Jails and Convict Settlements, Minor llt"ndM-A.——District
head—1.—Pay of officers (total), at page 83 of the ‘Budgct, be
Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.5,68,400 do
by Rs.100.”

g The Hon’bie Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA 28 VT Speaker, Sir
first of all let me impress upon the hon. Members of this Hoyse by repeatin 5
the statement made by the Hon’ble Premier the other dilY that jail is aftc%
all a jail and the prisoners there cannot expect to get the home comfort
within the jail......

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE - That is for
not for those who have been imprisoned without any trial,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Order, order.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : My hop, Fije
Mover of the Motion My, Mookerjec has raised the question of congest;
I admit that there has heen some congestion but we are trying oy gbb 20n.
remove that congestion g far as possible .und so far as _Classiﬁ(:atioIl _isebt to
: different classes of prisoners in the jail. ave o
class of|prlsoners Who have been put into jail after proper tria] and the got g
prisoners also who haye been put there without any charge ang tria] e are
. As regards the convicted prisoners divisions are generall il :
tryimng Magistrates, It lies within the discretion of trying MagiStI‘at:}s by the

Mr. BAI_DITANA}H MOOEKER]JEE : Has not the Cover .
thing to do with it, Sir ? fment any

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: e .
Sir. Whenever we get any pargcular case for placing a pri Coming ¢4 that
class, we give all consideration (hat is posmble ...... SOner tg 5 Betten

Maulavi ABDUIR RAHMAN - Just now I hay

A et B at the classification of the prisopn e,
Minister saying tha atior Prisoner
trying Magistrates concerned but will he be pleased tomiiilfgrif

dacceptance of the

ajor head—
Jails, Sub.-
reduced by
stand reduced

Convicts, Sir, but

nd the

Pends o, thee

me whether
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any of the convicts from Habiganj have been placed in B division although
they are people of high position in the society, e.g., L2x-Chairman of the
M";”_‘Clpalltys la“’}'Cl’S (i "\-"hy none of [h('st__: ])r'i.‘-nll('l‘s were ])].’\.!T(‘.d in B
division ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order, the Hon’ble Minister
has understood it. '

T!:l.e Hon’ble _Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : [ have no information
rcga{dm_g the question raised by my hon. Friend. But if the statemrent made
by him is correct, I shall certainly look into it.

; Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI. May I seek an information,
Sir ? :‘(t appears from the discussion that Government seems to be the
approving authority (?f the trying Magistrates regarding classification but in
cases where ti ¢ Magistrates abuse their power and not exercise it judiciously
and place a lesser man in A or B division what they will do.

TheA:_Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: 1 have clearly replied
to th_.at, S1.r, tl}at }vhcncvcr any deserving case comes up to Government due
consideration is given.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Not deserving case but
undeserving case. '

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : That lies within the
discretion of the trying Magistrates.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, some students have been placed
in B division, but Sir, persons occupying high position of Habiganj have been
placed in C division. It is reported some students of Karimganj, Sylhet
and some other parts of the Assam Valley have been placed in B division ;
so my question is whether the Hon’ble Minister will enquire into that.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister has said that
he will enquire into the matter.

Does the hon. Member press his Motion ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

““That the provision of Rs.11,688 under Giant No.12, Major head-—
28,—Jails and Convict Settlements, Minor head-—A.—District Jails, Sub-
head—1.—Pay of officers (total), at page 83 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.5,88,400 do stand reduced

by Rs.100.” .
v The question was negatived.

The  Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

««That a sum not exceeding Rs.5,88,400 be g.rantc:cl to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year endin
on the.31st March 1944, for the administration of the head ¢28.—Jails ap

2 M

‘onvict [ Settlements®.
b The question was adopted.

GRANT No.25

50.—CIVIL WORKS —(EXCLUDING ESTABLISHMENT AND TOOLS
AND PLANT CHARGES)

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :

Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor

of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.37,90,900 be

ranted to defray the charges which will come in the course of payment

uring the year ending on the 31st of March 1944, for the administration of

the head “50.—Civil Works—(Excluding Establishment and Tools and Plant
Charges.)” ;

Y PR B L i el
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

““T'hat a sum not exceeding Rs.37,90,900 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head—50.—Civil
Works—(Excluding Establishment and Tools and Plant Charges).”’

There are about 8 Cut Motions. We have got 45 minutes for this
Demand.  Three minutes have already passed. I would ask Maulavi
Magqbul Hussain Chaudhury to move his Motion and I shall allow other
Members to move their Motions giving 3 minutes each.

. Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : | be
Sir, to move that the total provision of Rs,37,90,900 under Grant No.25,
Major head—50.—Civil Works, at page 169 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.37,90,900 do stand
reduced by Rs.100.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, by this Motion I want to bring some inconve
the public to the notice of Government.  On the roads of the P
Department motor buses run almost in all the subdivisions, but for want of
seats public undergo a very great nconyemence. nEven #for s dort
business a man from Sylhet cannot go to Sunamgan_; unless he waits }or oaut‘
3 days in order to procure a seat and during the last month of Februa 7’01
once tried 3 days for a seat for a friend of mine, but on every Ot‘fbémio;{ ry-d
motor office informed me that they had lesser number of buses now ;md tlthc
could not provide a seat unless thc_gentlcman concerned wajteq for s o
days. This is the condition, prevailing almost everywhere, | ht:)pek(\)Slp'C
that the Public Works Department will look into the matter and see tlu ¢
they can arrange more buses to run on the roads and see that morve se-'zt ]l?t
allotted to the public. The Public Works Department is now extendip g ?1 i
work to a large scale. But, Sir, T find from the Budget that rural arq their
much ncg]ectcc.l.v I'hanas of the Sunamganj subdivision are ROY(reay, “S‘al‘e
with the subdivisional town. [Local Board, for want of funds, Sahy nected
struct any roads. Itis only the Public \.\ro}-ks Depatment that ¢cap (?t con-
this want. They should construct roads in order to give facilig: 'emove

ublic and create a touch between rural areas and the town, I €S to the
that the attention of the Department is limited to certain roagg onl rn > Sir,
ever, I draw the pointed attention of the Hon’ble Ministey to thiss : ow-
tain parts of the Syulet~sunamganj Road I found ithat Passage £, G e
unsatisfactory which causes'great hardship to the cultivatorpg bec Yater
cannot pass in du¢ time and cultivators undergo a great loss, 7 use vy
Hon’ble Minister will order for an enquiry and see that thig e 0pe  the
is removed and in future congtrycrion of roads they shoulg  "Vehience
arrangement so that water can pass easily and the cultivatorg ane a ‘€ such
way put to any loss. e . ] v Not In an.,

Sir, we heard that 13
consider the claims of the
pre‘vailcd. ' However, T
simPIY "draw ‘the attention
distribute contracts they shq

With these words I comp

The Hon’ble the Sp

=

nience of
ublic  Works

in_distributing contracts the Depay
genuine contl'gctOI‘S a{ld personla)l :::m,eqt dy
on’t like to deal with lhf_- matter Sldet,aﬁons
of the Department that' in fL11u1~p 1 ai].
uld take the fact into conmderati()n X
Mmend my Motion to ?he acceptangq
. y SPEAKER : Cut Motion moveq .~ °f the H
“That the t'otal Provision of Rs.37,90,900 under Grang oy
head—SO.——le Works, a¢ page 169 of the Budget, he reduN-"'zs, N
i.6.s tgtz a}'lllount of the whole grant of Rs.37,90,900 do Sta(r:ledd by 3 il-)%l
1007, o y
Rs Khax Bahadur Maulavi MAKHMUD ALI : I i du
provision of Rs.5,53,000 under Grant No.25, Major headasg Moy

. . et
Minor head—A—Original works, Sub-hcad_(b)“oommun};tqivilhat r’ige
10ng 3
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at page 169 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.37,90,900 do stand reduced by Re.l.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I like to draw the pointed attention of Government
to construct a bridge over the Sadakhali breach on the Sylhet-Cachar Trunk
Road. It is well known that this road is very important but it is defective
on this point as it has no bridge. It takes halfan hour at day time and
at night it takes an hour generally to cross this breach. 1T think the Public
Works Department with some help from the Military Department, can
take up this project and thereby remove a long-felt grievance of the public.
It is very important. ;

I also urge upon Government to improve the portion of the Sylhet-Cachar
Trunk Road between the Earle Bridge and the Karimganj Railway Station.
This road serves the purpose of 3 roads, viz., the railway station road,
Patharkandi road and Sylhet-Cachar Trunk Road and this portion is much
crowded. So, Sir, I only urge upon the Government to take up this at an
early date and improve the road so that there may not be any difficulty for
the passersby. I brought this matter in the last Session of the Assembly and
the Hon’ble Minister promised to consider it. but up till today I find
nothing has been done in this direction,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

«“That the provision of Rs.5,53,000 under Grant No.25, Major head—
50.—Civil Works, Minor head—A.—Original works, Sub-head-—(4) —Com-
munications (total), at page 169 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.37,90,900 do stand reduced by Re.1.”

#*My. N. DAWSON : I beg to move that the provision of Rs.5,53,000
under Grant No.25, Major head—50.—Civil Works, Minor head—A.—
Original Works, Sub-llcad———(b)mQOmxnunicatlons (total), at page 169 of ihe
Budget, be reduced by Re.l ie., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.37,90,900 do stand reduced by Re.1.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in moving this Motion I want to draw the attention
of Government to the state of communication in our side in the north bank.
During the last rains we had the bitter experience. Four months of the
year we were cut off entirely from the rest of Assam both by road and by
rail and in the absence of any regular steamer service we are gradually cut
off from the rest of the Province. Now, Sir, the rail is not responsible to the
Government but the roads and bridges definitely are. T don’t say the
damage was prcvcntiblc, but I say that‘no serious effort was magic to repair
the damage and even now much of the dar.nagft donc_: dur.'mg last flood
season still remains ur_lrcpaxred. Qur apprel'lc'r_lsmn is that it w1_ll f:acc some
chaotic condition this year .agam. Now, Sir, bad communications cause
extreme difficulty to the public. T.hey hqve aggrava}tcd th.c‘ already severe
-food e, It has become impossible and in ad-dlt.lon Government
administration nearly broke dowp. .Th_e Dcputy' Commnssxo_ner co'uld not
possibly visit those places of his district. Incidentally, Sir, during this

tal communication was practically m.lpos:mblc for a fortnight. We
received! no mail wha.tsoever' and parcel deliveries had to I?c taken by our
own people. A letter from Shillong took 7 days to reach Tezpur. Now,
Sir, as I have said, we have no steamer service now-a-days_' Two vyears
ago we had efficient steamer service. At present we have nothing. Thcrc-
fore T urge upon the Government to do something to resume communication
between the north and south banks and also re-establish the ferry service bet-
ween Tezpur and Silghat. I hope Government will take it up soon. What I

period pos

*ﬁpsec;ﬁ;t corrected by the the hon. Member,
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like to know is how far they have gone in this direction. Ttus [nouuseé)m\;{d-
ing a small launch to carry a few passengers. My suggestion to ﬂlc 5 Dvl:i%n-
ment is to resume the steamer service between the north and south banks of
Gauhati.

Then again, Sir, there is the Kamalab
road. Here too Government ought to make a s : L T
road passable for the twelve months of the year. 1 .thmk- Serous eﬂprt
should be made to keep this road passable during the rains as it does du::m y
the cold weather. I should like to have an assurance from the Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge, that this road will really be tackled as also the ferry
service between L'ezpur and Silghat.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved : _

. ““That the provision of Rs.5,53,000 under Grant No.25, I\‘lﬂjo_l': head-—
50.—Civil Works, Minor head-—A.—Original Works, Sub-head—(#)—Com-
munications (total), at page 169 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.37,90,900 do stand reduced by Re.1.”

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that the
provision of Rs.25,53,500 under Grant No.25, Major !1cnd—-50__._ci\,ﬂ
Works, Minor head—B.—Repairs (total), at page 169 of the Budget, be
redueed by Rs.100, 7.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.37,90,900 g,
stant dreduced by Rs.100. ; : :

My idea in tabling this Motion is to raise a discussion regarding the
improvement of Sylhet-Fenchuganj-Brahmanbazar Road. T'he people of
that part of the country and those who had any opportunity of going through
that road know it very well that some portion of the road runs tln‘oUgh some
low land, where there is no cmbankmcng. I_unclcrstaild that some bridgcs
are going to be constructed. My intention 1s th‘zui the dpluccs where the
bridges will be constructed must be properl){ high < there shoulg be
sufficient number of bridges and the opening in the budgcs. must be such gq
that there can be easy flow of water. Otherwise the cultivators on both
sides of this road will suffer a great deal. .

As regards the Motion moved by my hon. Fncnd,‘ Khan Bahadur nay,.
lavi Mahmud Ali, if a bridge is constructed over the Sadakhal; breach it I\tﬁ]
improve the road and will remove the real bonafide difficulty of the People of
that part of the area. -

With these few words, Sir, I move my Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: 7The Gut }Motmn moved :

““That the provision of Rs.25,53,500 under Grant No.25, Majoy head
50.—Civil Works, Minor head—B.—Repairs (total), at page 169 ¢
Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100. 7. the amount of the whole e
Rs. 37,90,900 do stand rcdu(.:ed b’y 1.15.’ 1007 gran

~ Mr. E. H. S. LEWFs . Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move thay th

vision of Rs. 22,00,00¢ under Grz.mt No.25, Major head-—SO.__Civil W
Minor head—B.—Repajrs Sub-head—2.—Communications, ay pa Orks,
the Budget, be reduced by R 1, i.e., the amount of the whoje 8¢ 169 of
R5-37’90’900 do stand reduced b,y ..R'é.l- Srant o,
1 of Goy.

ari. Road—a most 1mportant
erious effort to make the

the
t of

€ pro-

2

Sir, my object in bringing this Motion is to draw the attentiq
ernment .tO the fact, as it appears to us, that thf:rc Is a very great
this Province at the end of the war, being left with its roads
Condition theY were 1n 5 or 6 years before the war, It iS 3 ]
that the Govcrnmcmt.o_f Indla, realising the very great dam b ErStoog
done by the hgavy_m111ta1:y traffic, have given an undel‘takin at ig Bein >
grants to repair this special damage. This is very satisfagggpy, - L0 n1ak%
goes. But we cannot expect officials in Delhi to understan d (t)l; as £

e
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of the situation and the amount of the damage which is being done and it is
therefore upto this Government to make quite sure that the Government of
India do appreciate the serious situation. Roads, like houses, require
foundations if they are to last.  The most common method of providing
foundation for roads is by the use of boulders or dressed stone.  This is the
best method, and in the long run probably the cheapest.  In Assam, how-
ever, we have adopted another mcthod—that of laying shingle year by year—
thereby gradually acquiring a foundation. 'T'his spreads the capital cost over
a number of years and is therefore suited to the unhappy finances of this
Province. This shingling programme, Sir, in Assam was started about 13
years ago and it may be said that the Assam Trunk Road, for example, had
an average of about 10 years of shingle at the time the war began, and it
was just beginning to get something of a foundation. In the last 12 months,
however, an enormous amount of military traffic, most of it consisting of
very heavy vehicles, has rc:‘novcc_l most of the shingle and so undone the
work of years. T'he present decision'to lay or allot 5,000 cubic feet shingle
per mile on the Assam Trunk Road is merely scratching at the problem.
It may serve to keep the road open during the rains, though even this is not
certain, but it certainly will not repair the damage that has been done. It
is suggested, Sir, thercfore that concurrently with this shingling programme
the Government of India be induced to start to lay a proper boulder or
dressed stone foundation on a, say, 10 foot strip of the Assam ‘I'runk Road.
1 have particularly TElCl’]Ul’)ll‘Cd the Assam Trunk Road as I know it well, but
I imagine the roads in the Surma Valley have been or are being damaged as
much as those in the Assam Valley, Municipal and Local Board roads are
also in a deplorable state but require rather different treatment. Most of
them have some sort of foundation and it is the top dressing of  water bound
stone that has gone. They should be patched and given a thin top dressing
of water bound stone and then if possible made water-proof with tar or
Unless this is done, the foundation will go and in the next cold
weather the cost of repair will be considerably greater than it would be now.
If some such treatment, as I have suggested, Sir, is not given to the roads of
this Province now when the Government of India will pay, we shall be left

hen the military traflic has gone from the Province,

at the end of the war, w ‘ -
with the roads in such a bad stat that for years there will be drain on

the finances of this Province to keecp them in r(:as_f)na.blc repair, let alone to
get good roads. It scems to us that the fact that Government of Assam have
accepted this quite inadequate treatment of 5,000 cubic feet shingle per
mile, shows that they ‘cannot possibly have r.c])rcs?ntc,d to the Government
of India the real seriousness of the position in 'EhlS Province.' 'T' therefore
urge upon them to do so without delay before it is too late.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion movel: |

¢¢That the provision of Rs.22,00,000 under Grant NosB50 Majosilice g ie
50, Civil Works, Minor head—B.——Repairs, Sub-head--2.—Communica-
tions, at page 1<9 of the Budget, be reduced by Re 1, i.e., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.37,90,900 do stand reduced by Re.1”.

Khan' Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALXI: Train journey now-
a-days is extremely difficult because of military passengers.  Road journcy

also 1s equally difficult owing to military vehicles. I support Mr. Lewis fully
when he says that heavy military vehicles are responsible for the horrible con-
dition of the roads, at least in Upper Assam.

asphalt.

The main road which we call
the Assam Trunk Road is very badly affected under the pressure of heavily
loaded big military lorries. T think my hon. Friends who have travelled on
this Trunk Road will'agree with me when I say that passengers and travellers
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on cars, travel on this road with very great danger to themselves,
Therclore, T would appeal to the Hon'ble Minister-in-charge of the Public
Works Department to take up the repairs of this road as soon as possible,
because I am sure that if repairs are not taken up immediately, it will be
impossible to travel on this road when the rainy season will come in.

Sir, I am grateful to Mr. Dawson for mentioning the Kamalabari Road.
Kamalabari Road is the only road that connects Tezpur with Upper Assam,
and thercfore if the Covernment wants to keep connection between Tezpur
and Upper Assam, they should at once see that the repairs to this road are
taken up because otherwise it will be very -diflicult for Upper Assam people
to come to Tezpur. :

I am glad, Mr. Lewis has mentioned the Municipal and Local Board
roads. The roads within the Municipality of Jorhat cannot be called roads
now. These roads were surcly never intended for these heavily loaded mili-
tary vehicles. I do not know whether the Military or Public Works Depart-
ment, or any other authority under the Government of Assam is responsible
for the repairs of‘ these rna.ds. Municipality cannot afford to take up the
repairs because it hu‘s no ‘lumls. 3\_‘15:)-' I however request the Government
to take up the queston \n_ll:‘ lh_c_ nwllhlalr)", because it is the military that has
spoilt the roads, and I think il Government approach . the military, they
may take up the repaus of the roads with:n th‘c l\'lumclp_a]uy. also,

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEY: Mr. bl:uu_kc[-, Sir, with regard ot
Cut Motion moved by Mr. Maookerjee, 1 would like to draw the attention c():f
the Hon’ble Minister to one fact. As regards the _dlslrlbutm.n of work for
that road, very serious 'ullcg:mnns .h;lvc‘ IéCt‘.ll 1'11:1%(': against  the Chief
Engincer of the Province in the Pressin the S u:ln’m dilley. All the E s
of Surma Valley have with one voice dm.m}“d? b Pl,lb.hc ShQuIry intog thes
allegations. I hope, Sir, the Hon’ble M11115t0}ri113~cl_1d:ge of Civil Works Wiﬁ
please look into the matter and sec il the c’l_I)I\)lt 1(:1151211_ 1171 the minds of th
people cannot he allayed to some extent b}‘fnquu?nn mto the Matter Ie
the face of these serious allegations no Gover n‘mcul can zllow iig ofﬁc‘ B
go on like this. Then as about the ruads_ in l3€ 3‘{1““@931 areas, I alsoer. to
my Friend, Khan Bahadur Keramat Ali, an § ‘law the attentj, o
Hon'ble Minister to the fact that roads in the 5y het town are Yo | o
orating very much due to a very heavy military motor traffic i, the S
The Hon’ble Speaker also knows the (.‘.9!1d“1°'§ of the roads there Itown,
the Public Works Department will look 1nto this matter also, 3 hope

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T pjg. to
the Motion of my Friend, Mr. Lewis and to endorse cvery word that supportl
Friend, Khan Bahaduy . Keramat Ali, has said with regard te ¢ my honq .

Road. The Assam Trunk Road is fast getiing beyond repairable 5 Tl:ullk
and if it is not scen repaired it will not be there to repair. M\, conditigp
the Hon’ble Minister that several projects  on the recommengyy; . T¢Mind
Assam - Gommunicationg Board—new projects—TeMaln in ahe 10
these schemes were fipgt shelved we  Were content with t} e Yer
namely, that, due to the exigencies of the war, they had (o B Cluse v
the time bcmg; Now the wap appears likely to be a Protracieq she ved

I ask the Hon’ble Minister-ip-charge that he will exert hig affy;

to these pr‘o_;ects, and, if possible devise some meaps Wher
thc mOSt urgellt Or th.(ﬂn. ]]']ay IJC ,t:]_l{(:ll up evenl now.,:

Maulavi MUHA}K’IMAD AMJAD ALL: T wip &
com munication difficulty of {1, Goalpara people on 4
puance of thesteam ferry service since 15t May 1941, n Ne djg :
ferry servide were called as carly as 1940 and since then eTs fo conti-

Yaneep O\f;vlthe
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another has heer dealing with the file of the settlement of this ferry. I do
not kr.low how long they will take to come to a decision.  Let them not think
Of]Cglslating over this any longer. For rains have set in and the crossing
dlfﬁCl}lty will increase by far,

So I }Iopc they will be able to make an carly settlement and put the

stcam launch on the run before the monsoon sets in,
: The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I have heard many of the hon. Members who have spoken on
the poor condition of the Assam Trunk RRoad. 1 may inform the hon.
Members of the House that through the intervention of the Military
Authorities this road is going to be improved as a defence project now and
we are going to have a metalled road from Bongaigaon to Jogighopa and via
Goalpara to Kumarpara which is the junction of the Trunk Road with the
Qol::ghat Road. This we are going to do very soon. So, I think, the ques-
tion of repair for this road will not arise. As regards the damages done
by the military authorities... ..

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: On a point of in-
f:or'l_n.ati(m, Sir.  Will the impl'nw:nnfnl suggested by the Hon’ble Minister
facilitate travelling between Jorhat and Dibrugarh by the T'runk Road ?

Mr. E. H. S. LEWIS: Can the Hon’ble Minister explain what the
proposal is as regards this metalled road ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: It
will be a gravelled road with tarmakadam.

As regards the damages done by the Military to Municipal and Local
Board roads, of course my hon. ITticnd the Minister for Local Self-Govern.
ment will look into the matter. But, I think, it will be better to send
copics of these proceedings of this debate to the Military Authorities for
taking necessary action in the matter.

Now I will reply to the Motions one by onc. Asregards the criticism
that has been levelled against by one hon. Member that scits are  not avajl-
able in the motor buses, i should say that my Department is not responsible
for this. T think it is a matter which the Hon’ble Premier will surely
look into.

Then, Sir, as regards insufficiency of water-ways, I should tell the hon,
Members that the Public Works Department before making any construction
of roads, take care to see that sufficient water-ways are provided. If how-
ever the hon. Member can bring any specific case where  the water-waysg
are insufficient, then certainly our Department will look into that
matter. .

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY -

Thank you.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN .
Then Sir, as regards the distribution of contracts, I think, there is already a
circular that the children of the soil who are contractors should be given
preference to others and that circular is acted upon now. As regards
Sadakhal bridge, this project is already on the Road Improvement
Programme. This project was estimated to cost two lakhs _of rupees but
now the cost will be, I think, three times more. DBut the project has. never
been recommended by the Communication Board and I would advise the
hon. Member to approach that Board. . _

As regards improvement of the road between Farle Bridge and Karim-
ganj Station, this question was raised by the same hon. Member on the last
occasion. Since then a portion of that road is being improved as a defence
project and the remaining portion is very congested and there are many
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shop-keepers on both sides of the road. So it is doubtful if these shop-
keepers will agree to give up their lands for widening of this road. I can
only say that this matter will be looked into. :

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: May I know from the
Hon’ble Minister whether this portion was acquired by Government first
and what is the position now ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
I am not in a position to enlighten my hon. Friend just now, but if he
approaches me outside the Chamber, I can give him the necessary informa-
tion.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: The House should know
it, Sir.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
It is a new question altogether.

Now my hon. Friend, Mr. Dawson, wanted to know what is the position
about the establishment of a ferry between Tezpur and  Silghat, In pursu-
ance of what I said on the last occasion, the Government examined the
yossibilities of having a Mar Boat with a powerful engine, but it was estimat-
ed that the cost of that will exceed Rs.10,000. So the Dépatthant
thought it advisable to ask the present lessee of the steam ferry a GARRLG
whether he will be prepared to supply and run a steam ferry at the s lut‘
tolls which are realised for the three other ferries of which he is the licensee
The letter was issued to him on the 2nd of February and reminders had
been issued to him on 6th and 18th of March but no reply has been
mmﬁf_' BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: His licence should pe

lled.
canc%l::e Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN . Not
it is a new project. But if he does not agree to that, then Government will
I think, again examine the possnhnl}tyr ol having a Mar Boat with a pO\verf‘ui
engine and for the passengers, 1 think, Government may be able to -
motor launch which was hired by the Military for their use,- think, th (t
can be obtained. ! : .

Now as regards the Kamalabari Road, I will refer the hon, Member t
the proceedings of the sixth meeting of the Gommunication Boarq. Its ¢ :
was estimated at two lakhs of rupees, but now the cost will pe three ¢j e
more and moreover there is the difficulty of Ol_Jtammg labour bc:ca.useuvneS
account of the most important project of the inprovement of the Agsqon
Trunk Road, labour has become very scarceé now. So the difficult F n}
obtaining labour stands on the way even if the money hbe availab] on
financing the project. I can assure the hon. Member that ag s00n a: tgr
conditions ar bctier and Tabous + readily availoble, this proj o™ 35 the

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: Will the Hon’ble Minister consiq
matter further if the Tea Industry endeavours to assist him o 1 er  the
labour for that road » provlding

The Homn’ble Khan Bahadar Maulavi SAYIDUR R
I don’t know whether the (e, gardens will supply labouy AHMAN:

local officers report that thepe js the difficulty of obtaining la]?OOt but oyr
S ur for th
e

Khan Bahadar Maulavi KERAMAT ALT :

- 1 = - E‘- s
tion, Sir. _If the Indian Tea Agsociation takes the respmlsibo of informa-
labour, w]ll Government be p]eased to take up the 1ty of Supplying

hands ? Watter “into their
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’
__ The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYID?UR RAHMAN:
I'hen the question of cost will arise (laughter). The estimate w i :
made that it was to cost about two Lli;lrur;, o 'l”!“ = hiit “",w ”.‘:5 prey ljnljsl}.
three times more. However if the House agrees to SOPE G (43 :_"(' e, will be
I think there will be no difficulty. 1is Grant, then
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQ BUL HUSS ,
- # - HUSSAIN C i
the House does not agree. CHAUDHURY: No,
The Hon ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: N
as regards the Motion of Mr. Baidyanaith Mookerjee, this ¢ i rRiaN
Fenchuganj-Brahman Bazar Road. The hon. Memb .'lv. . N4 concernscitse
borne in mind. . er's sugge-tion will be
Then, Sir, as regards the Motion of Mr. Lewi : .
am not a technical expert.  Mr. Lewis has I;l:llf.II: I—.s]m‘ul(l point out that I
foundation of the road should be by boulders or ’I 1 ]_s.u_gg(-stmn that the
feet. I can tell the hon. Member that I wil] ;l'u-(-)} lt'ussr-d stones at 10
the experts of our Department and if that is At that suggestion before
p > " ]:.l., is fUUIlfl l'[\(n!r' l ] .
will be cons:dcrcu.' avourable, - surely «that
Khan Bahadur Maulavi > s
s913 that efforts wi 1 KERAMAT ALI: Docs the 3
Minister mean that cflorts will be made to take up the repagr lon’ble
Trunk Road between Kamargaon and Dibrugarh ? ] ¢ repairing of the
The Horn’ble I{han Babady - iy S A
ot DL LY 0T Assam Tt Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
difficulty is this tha r Assam Trunk Road specifications are j : The
for 3} ton lorrics, but now lorrics of heavier weights are .ll;(“ HROSIe oule
damages arc caused. In order to repair these things i\l’l.lg: : ““.‘d and
materials for the purposc. ,Gr;wcl is very difficult to I .( require the
account of transport diflicultics. e obtained on
Many of the lorries of the contractors have been requisit: ;
‘1ahle e e iia R 2 Aquis a e}
is no lorry available an(} so 1t is very difficult to transport ].rl-':\lrlti].u'(! i there
quarries to the roads. Then there is the difliculty nl'lnbnu? e A

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Cannc
-3 s ¢ £ t . SR AL T B

Transport Authority ptakc up the work of providing Imfricl-h(;: vauu-:m]

boulders and metals ! s lor carrying

The Hon’ble Khbhan B-ahadur Maulavi SAVIDUR
els can be transported, if labour is available and if road fﬁl}gf‘f‘ﬁN R
E ries

the

grav : : _
also avallab]c-——tiey are also being requisitioned-—then the quest; are
repair may he taken up, [ have placed the difficulties of the Ill)é;su?n of

: ‘Partment

e the House. I can assure this much that in spite of these difliculti
i licultieg

bhefor A de théi
the Dcpartmcnt will do their best to keep their roads in repair
There is only one other point, viz., the Jogizhopa Steam Ferry  Servi
Bliledlsol

s receiving my attention and I can  assurc the hon, M I
- Members

that the service will be restored.
The Hon'le ﬂple SPEAKER : Does any of the hon. Member

to press his Motion ! Wil
M PUEIPEIARFIR ; On a point of information Will

Hon’ble Minisie! welcome any of these Motions being pressed to «a 11' -,ic

to assist him i1 .presemmg h'_s casc to the Military Authoritjes chcé-lwf’lon

believe there will be a unanimous vote from the House on thig que‘;tin;liugc I

Khan Babadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: Tdon’tlike to press
: : . -

That matter i

Motion, Sir.
The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Mr N. DAWSON: I also beg leave of the House to wj
i ' ’ s withdrs
Motion, ithdgay, my




1943] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 405

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
Mr. E. H, S. LEWIS: I will not withdraw my Motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is: EE i
““That the provision of Rs.22,00,000 under Grant No.25, Major he

50.—Civil Works, Minor head—B.—Repairs, Sub-h_cad—-fz.—Commultl‘lf}'c:é
tions at page 169 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, i.e. the amount ©
whole grant of Rs.37,90,900 do stand reduced by Re.l.

The Assembly divided

Aves—17
1. Raja Ajit Narayan Dev. 9. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mah-
2. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. mud Ali.
3. Babu Kamini Kamar Sen. 10. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett.
4. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy. 11. Mr. N. Dawson.
5. Babu Lalit Mohan Kar, 12. Mr. E. H. S. Lewis.
6. Babu Nirendra Nath Dev. 13. Mr. C. W. Morley.
7 Maulavi Abdul Aziz 12. Mr. R. A. Palmer.
7. Maulay b 1o 15. Mr. P Trinkle.
8. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Kera- 16. Mr. A. Whittaker.
mat Ali. 17. Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan.
Nors—22
1. The I—I(En;blc I\fIguéavid lS]aiyid 11. Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain.
Sir Muhammad Saadulla. 1o AR . : "
2. The Hon’ble Mr. Naba Kumar R"té;O}Slz;ﬁ:b Doulat  Chandra
Dutta. ity '
3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munaw- 13. Maulavi Abdur Rahman.
war Ali. _. 14. Maulavi Dewan Muhammad
4. The I—Iog’bltéhsiuut Hirendra Ahbab C‘.haudhury.
Chandra Chakravarty. aulavi ‘
5. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Mau- " I\I'Kllli'wl Muhammad  Amjad
lavi Mudabbir Hussain 5
Chaudhuri. 16. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
6. The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra 17. Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul
Na;? Sall)lfla-M : « Hussain Chud}mry_ pe
7. The Hon’ble aulavi Abdul : :
Matin Chaudhuri, ¥ Khzaur:" %az{;?nigr g
8. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur . .n.
Maulavi lszllyidm- Rahman, 19. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.
9. The Hon’ble Miss Mavi 20. Maulavi Sheikh Ogm: .
Dunn. S Sadagar. Gl
10. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath 21. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das
Brahma. 22. Rev. L. Gatphoh, ¥

The question was negatived.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does any other hon.
Viotion ? Member press his
(Several voices: No)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I hope the
Jeave of the House to withdraw their Motions. hon, Membcrs have
The Motions were, by leaye of the House, witherWn
) _ :
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question now is:

““That a sum not exceeding Rs. 37,90,900 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
the 31st March, 1944, for the administration of the head—50.—Civil Works
—(excluding Establishment and Tools and Plant Charges.)”

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 22
42—CO-OPERATION

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: On the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to
move that a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,74,800 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
31st March 1944, for the administration of the head ‘42.—Co-operation”’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

““T'hat a sum not exceeding Rs. 1, 74,800 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head ‘42— Co-opera-
ti0n3 !).

There are as many as 7 Cut Motions but the time allotted to this Grant
is only 15 minutes. Is Mr. Mookerjee going to move his Motion ?*
(Mr.'Baidyanath Mookerjee :  No, Sir). Then who is going to move his
Motion ?

t1'(\)/121.u1=1vi MUHAMMAD MAQ BUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Sir,
T beg to move that the total provision of Rs. 1,74,800 under Grant No. 22,
Majbr head-—42-—Co-operation, at page 154 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs. 100, .., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 1,74,600 do stand
reduced by Rs. 100.

Mr. Speaker, Sir. I shall be very brief and shall only put what I have
to say in a few sentences. I am sorry to say that though this Department
was much criticised in the past, no improvement -has been seen up till now.
Almost in every week we read in the Gazette about the liquidation of
certain societies and the Central Bank established on a co-operative basis is
also a failure. I remember during the administration of the Congress
Coalition Party a questionnaire was circulated with a view to reorganise
the Co=operative Societics, but it only remained in papers ; it could not

materialise. After that some 3 years have passed, but no attempt has been
made by this Government to bring about a new life to the Co-operative
Department . Last November we brought these facts to the notice of this

House and we were assured by the Hon’ble Minister, but I am sorry, that
no attempt has been made by Government to revise the whole schcmg and
put the Co-operative Movement on a sounder basis. I draw the pointed
attention of the Government to this ag[a‘nﬂ a;ld with these few words I com-
ion to the acceptance of the House,

mem'll‘ll;ty }h;[s;l’(l):rie the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :

<«“That the total provision of Rs. 1,74,800 under Grant No. 22, Major
head -—42 .—Co-operation, at page 154 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 1,74,800 do stand
reduced by Rs. 100,

*That the provision of Rs. 36,691 under Grant No. 22, Major head—42.—Co-operation,
Minor hcad—A-—Direction (total), at page 155 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 1,74,800 do stand reduced by Rs. 100 .

{To criticise Government for their policy with regard to Co-operative Department.)

capm it L

AR Y i TR S P
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, I rise to support thics;
Motion and in this connection I beg to say that even last year ]w'c were tf)l :
by the Government that they were trying to evolve a}phemc Oy means 0
which they would make a new endeavour to rc!mbxhtatc the ?-10\‘ qmcirf.
But, Sir, from the Budget it will be found that nothing has been ¢ one in t 1.13
direction. Sir, we appealed several times to Government to come ion\-a;
with money to help the socicties and thereby to help the cultivators, but t ;1(:
money that was allotted last year or year before last has also been reduced.

Last year the allotment was one lakh and this year we find it only to be
Rs. 25,000.

Now, Sir, as regards propaganda, Government ndmitt_ed that due to
want of proper propaganda this Department is so unsuccessful and Govern-
ment promised that they would see that proper propaganda is made and
the people can really understand the utility of this Department.  But
nothing has been done in that direction also. Sir, the Hon ble the Premier
admitted and he told us what was the root cause of the failure of this
Department, and, if I remember aright, he said that it was our social
customs—both of the Hindus and Muslims-—that the money taken as loan
from the societies is not used for the purpose for which they ‘take it but they
spend it for their social .functxo‘us 3111d he promlse_d us that he would see that
this root cause of the failure of this Department 1s removed by propaganda.
But, Sir, nothing has been done in this direction. If the Government is
determined not to do anything which will be of real usc to the public, I
think, Sir, Government should get rid of this Department. The fact that
they are co-operating only in name and non-coperating in action will not
be tolerated any more by the people.

With these words, Sir, 1 support this Motion.

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH S{&IKIA: Mr. Speaker, Sir i
co-operative Credit Socicties had been passing through » St ¢ 1‘:’1pid
deterioration up tl.ll recent time. The 113.1)1}.1!.‘168 were \nereasing, assets ena
dwindling, Collection of overdues was getting poor. As a result of pl] ths
matured deposits and their other liabilities gould not be paid which led to
want of public confidence and an end to fluid resourc ]

es T} 1 re
1 J oy : oo aough ‘the condi-
tion of many of the co-operative credit societies still continues to he "t‘:ve as
a result of the rehabilitating scheme taken up by Gove o ?

'nment
improvement has been noticed during the last one year o

£ their a
regard to the banks the management of which has beep taken
Government agencles,

4 year ago,
ctivity with
up by the

To explore ways and means and to improve the conditioh of the o ;
tive societies, the Co-operative Enquiry Committee had its sittings in 1 9;0P81a_
der the Chairmanship of the Hon’ble Premier. 1t was on the recomm 123 un-
of that Committee that additional staff were appointed for the re} S.n_dat?on
scheme. abilitating

The other recommendations of the Committee were that fir
should be given to the Co-operative orgzlmis_a.u‘un by Govemrnentla
inquiry should be held into the assets, liabilities and re aying =
individual debtors of rural societies. On these recommer, ot
decided to post pone action till the results of the APPointmen; 0? OvVernment
pectors, who would mainly help the Central Banks tq T€Cover (}, the new Ins-
assets from the societies, had been watched for Some time, {75, eir realisable
Banks can be brought to a better footing, they will e o ey the i A
public confidence, and unless public confi

dence is restq Continue to lose
: re B .
handicapped for want of fluid resources. So before the él oo Banks will be

uestion of gy pplying

ncia) help
and that an
Iéamty of the
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rural credit is taken up by Government, we have to wait and see the result of
the rehabilitating scheme for sometime.

Then as regards the liquidation o certain socicties which is of essential
necessity. In the cases of those secicties, for mismanagement where the liabi-
ilities are increasing and the coilection decreasing, and the cost of establish-
ment is on the other hand a burden, unless such societies are liquidated
the liabilities will continuc to increase in the shape of interest that has to be
paid to the Central Bank and the depositors, which will he eating into the
assets of the societies. Such socicties have to be liquidated where there is
no prospect of any improvement. ¢

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Will Government kindly en-
lighten us whether they have got passed Auditors—properly qualified Aud-

tors ?

The Hon’ble Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: For these simple
accounts, Sir, our Auditors are competent enough. R PR

*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, none of them is qualified
and they do not know even the rudiments of accounting. 1

The Hon’blc Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : Sir, the opinion
of the Department is that they are doing quite satisfactorily.

Then as regards giving assurance to rchabilitate the Department Sir
that has already been given effect to.  We appointed 10 Inspectors last yea;
in the month of January. They are working now and it is only a yearF rom
the reports it appears that the collection of overdues of the CentralB anks
the managemnts of which has been taken up by Government agencies for
better management has improved a good deal.

As regards allotment of Government loan, it has been said that the pro-
vision made this year is comparatively smaller than that provided last year-
As I have alrcady said that unless we can bring the Central Banks to a better
footing, to win public confidence, limited Government loan alone will not
be able to improve matters as they will continue to be handicapped for
want of fluid resources in the shape of deposits and share money for want of
public confidence. Iy _ .

I have, Sir, clearly stated the position of the co-operative societies and
banks of the Province and the actions taken by the Government to bring
about an improvement. We have now to wait for sometime to see the

results of the rehabilitating scheme.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Docs the hon. Member want to press

his Motion ? ‘
*Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY - It is

useleri?htg I%f;ii);é the SPEAKER : Then the hon. Member is going to with-
draw;MI. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, I object to it.
The ‘Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:
““That the total provision of Rs.1,74,800 under Grant No.22, Major head
42.— Co-operation, at page 154 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e.,
1 f Rs.1,74,800 do stand reduced by Rs. 100,

the amount of the whole grant ol :
The question was negatived.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then I am putting the main question.

The question is;

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,74,800 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head—-42.--Co-operation”’.

The question was adopted.

*Speech not corrected by the hon. Member,
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GRANT No. 24
47.— MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENTS

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : On the recommendation
ol His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 1,00,300 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1944, for
the administration of the head “47.—Miscellancous Departments’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,00,300 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year end-
ing on the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head—a47.—Mis-
cellancous Departments’. :

There is one Cut Motion. Is the hon. Member moving it ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : No
Sir, as I have got a reply from the Hon’ble Premier the other day on thé
subject.

] The Hon*blt_: the SPE KER : No other Member, it seems, is going to
speak on the D.'Iotlon_. _

Then I am putting the question.

The question 33" :

«That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,00,300 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the Year ending on
the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the hcad_“‘”-“—I\'IiscellanzouS
Departmcnts”. ‘ :

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 31

57—MISCELLANEOUS

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDH ;
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam??{)ég Cs)_n the
move that a sum not ex-ceding Rs.3,44,000 b(_: granted to defray the’ Cllr, to
which will come in the course of payment during the year endingfon thml:;gcs
March 1944, for the administration of the Ilead—“S?.Hh{ischia o et

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved : neous’.

¢That a sum not exceeding Rs.3,44,000 be granted to defr
which will come in the course gf‘ payment during the year enéi:g- SLC tihagges
March 1944, for the administration of the head 57 —Miscellane @ ”1St

There aril-‘)‘{ I?Nuk M?gom" : ¥ ous’.

Babu K SINDHU ROY: I beg to move that A
Rs.2,500 under Grant No, 31,Major head —5'?'.——N.Ii:;ct:llaneot';lsn3 PI‘EDWSmH of
—A.—Allowance to Terrorist and other State Prisoners, at pa:cre lnor head
Budget, be reduced by Re.1, ;. e.. the amountof the dEpe 83 of the
Rs.3, 44,000 do stand reduced by Re.l. o€ grant of

MY object of moving this Motion is to censure Governm

ranting any allowance to Babus Radharanjan De and Jiten K ent  for not
two security prisoners lodged in the Sylhet Jail, Mar Shome,

Mr. Speaker, Slr,_ I beg to say that families of both here o
at present passing their days in hardship. Both of them Were ﬂpl 1SOners are
their respective famlhes: As regards Babu Radharanjan e Ile €arners of
him Rs.25 a month till the time of his arrest. & o Was paying
remained my secretary had he not been arrested in the mOntEuld have si]
Therefore I urge upon the Government to arrange for his ) of September.
than one application has been made to Government hy t Alowance,, Wit

bt 3 : 0 no

with these words, I commend my Motion to the 4 effect.

House. CCeptance of the .
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M. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : I beg ‘o move that the provi-
sion of Rs.2,500 under Grant No. 31, Major head-—57.-——Miscellaneous,
Minor hecad—A.—Allowance to Terrorist and other State Prisoners, at page
183 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, 1. e., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs.3,44,000 do stand 1'(:E|ll(:l:rl by Rs.100.

Sir, I have tabled this Motion as it will be found to-day, to raise a dis-
cussion regarding the insufficient ;:Ilrm":un'r granted to the political prisoners
and for not granting any allowance in most cases. Sir, my hon. Friend
Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy has mentioned only about two cases. But I
know of several cases where rclations have approached me and narrated
their deplorable conditions. .'“;ix', one Srijut Nibaran Chandra Datta of
Nor.h Sylh=t applied for an allowance but nothing has been given by the
Government as yet.  As regards Radharanjan De, my Friend has alreadv
stated and I endorse his views. Sir, another gentleman Srijut Bonode
Behari (_:hakmvm'ly_ﬂf North Sylhet, was the editor of the paper Fanasakti As
regards his income it cannot take more than a few minutes to ascertain how
much he was earning only from that particular source. and another person
Dr. Homeswar of Kamrup also applied for allowance but he has not received
any assistance from (}uv::rnmc.:nt. Another gentleman from Kamrup
Srijut Rajani Chaudhuri also applied co the Government but did not receive
any assistance from them. One Miss Uma Chakravarty of Maulvibazar
who was a School Mistress applicd to the Government, but did not receive
any assistance from them. Sir, I am mentioning only a few cases where it
cannot take long time rather this can be finished in course of a few days to
ascertain how much they werc carning before they were arrested. ~ Sir,
there is another lady, Srijukta Usha Rani Chaudhuri, wife of Srijut Labanya
Chaudhuri, about whom Government can find out in course of a3 few
minutes. Before his arrest he was in (_}()V(:rllln(':llt scivice, but he l‘csigncd
his post and subsequently he was arrested. Now as regards his income
Government can find out casily, but she has not received anything as yet.
Another gentleman Dr. Priyo Nath Sarma also applied, but he has also not
received any assistance from Government. In two or three cases I under-
stand Government has given some grant, but theyare very small in compa-
rison with their requirements—I mean for their  xistence—and I wish- that
those amounts should be increased. Sir, I think when those persons whose
faults have not been proved by the _Government and who have been kept
inside the jail without any trial, it is the m()l'i.ll dt.gt}’ Uf.th.c Government to
e Cthat their dependents should get something for their food and clothing.

With these words, I commend my Motion to the acceptance of the

Housﬁr_ BENODE KUMAR ]J. SARWAN : I beg to move that the provi-

sion of Rs.67,290 under Grant No. 31, Major head-—57.—Miscellancous,
Minor head—1.—Contributions, Sub-.hc_-:ad-—(a) Contributions, etc., ILocal
Bodies, Detailed head—Grant to Mounicipal Boa_rds for general purposes, at
page 186 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs.3,44,000 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the object of introducing my Cut Motion is to urge
upon the Government to bring to the notice of the Chairman, Municipal

Board, Tezpur, to remove the grievances of the inhabitants of Lalmati Muni-
cipal Ward No. 1, which is a terribly backward area in Tezpur Municipality.
Since 1939, there were agitations of the people of the Lalmati Municipal
area for the extension of Urmson Road and for water supply. When I myself
was one of the members of the Tezpur Municipui Board I put up their grie-
vances before the Municipal Board and the Board passed in their Resolution
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to exterd the Urmson Road through Lalmati area and to this effect they
elected a Committee in the vear 1940 from among the members of the Mu-
nicipal Board for survey and drawing up schemes and projects for the exten-
sion of the Urmson Road through Lalmati area. But to the great disappoint-
ment of the people, the Committee did not do anything till now regaring
the matter and unfortunately soon after the Committee was formed about
the month of September 11940, T had to come to Shillong in December of
that year as I was appointed a Parliamentary Secretary.

Sir, in order to remind the Tezpur Municipal Board for removing the
grievances of the Lalmati Municipal area, a petition to revive the grievances
of the people of the Lalmati Municipal area was submitted by the people of
that locality and myself on or about the 9th November 1942, but no step
has been taken as yet to remove the grievances of the people.

So, Sir, if the Government would call for an explanation from the Chair-
man of the Tezpur :\Iuni_cipal BO;ll‘(l. they would come to knoyw the Board’s
position in this matter. Sir, thc_y nnp;ht" say “We have no money for meet-
ing the grievances of the L[I]Illll}’.l people”.  But thc_ Board has been spendin
lots of money for other parts of the Tezpur Municipal areas for roagds ang
water supply and why the Board cannot spare any money for the poor Peopl
of Lalmati area. In Lalmati there are very poor people living, erp.c
also a beggars’ Serai house. These and other poor people are Obligedetlj
drink impure water from Khal or Beel.

The extension of the Urmson Road through Lalmati are, 5550 B
needed for the people. : y

I request Government on behalf of the poor people of Lajy,
grant a contribution to enable the Board for taking steps to remaya
vances of the people which are the extension of the Urmsep Rt fiss

ter supply. :
wa Witlll It)h)::se words, Sir, I commend my Motion for the acceptance B
ouse. A

H Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Sir, it 1s very un\[brtlmatc
Government is not giving much consideration to the cases of securit _Ehat
ners and prisoners  without trial though the Govtirnn?ent has bee I1“130.
oftentimes. These people never rebelled, nor wagediwar against His a:‘OVed
Government. Even if' they are kept under war regulations they can g Jesty’s
some consideration from Goyernment and_they should be allowcde
allowances according to their family status. I request the Hqp,op " Some
Minister, to sce that these poor people do receive due Consideration :)l:ance

ati areq to
the gpja.

hands of Government without much delay. the
The Hon’ble Maulavy; A]ISB];UL MAyTIN CHA'(_ZDHURI:

Motions Nos. 1 and 2 are tg pe dealt with by the Hon’ble Ministe, ¢ Cut

ned, i.e., by the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Jails, .and so far o SOncer.

is concerned, it is to be dea]t with by the Hon’ble Ministep for T, S No, 3

Government. Oca] Self.
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Sir, T shal] ,

as Nos. 1 and 2 are concerned, Qp more than one oceasigy, tthly % f

of granting allowances to the security prisoners was fully discus;s Quesy; r

House and T need not give any gegailed reply- °d i A
As regards the Motion moved by hon. Friend, Baly, 18

" has 1a; h stress on the aruy
fo) the hon. Mover aid very much s : 1€ case a g
%J’ It has been stated by N “Roy that this prisone, :rfaRad ~indhy,
Private Secretary to the hon. Mqoyer, On an EHOUIEY AL hay be : Worg;

before this prisoncr gnered the jail he was 1Ot an eapp;; *%€N fop,  S0g ag
had no income of his own,  He was dependent on otherg, g m‘cmber that
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Regarding the cases mentioned by my hon. Friend, Mr Mookerj
I may tell him that the number of such cases are R, T ill't‘!r'.hi ’”’ erjee,
and when we will get the report from the District Officers on ‘u r'_‘.f« now,
then we shall give due consideration and sce whether any S i ' B Anhee
given to them also. ’ ance can be
Mr. BAIDY ANATH MOOKER_]EE: Am I to understand, Sir, t}
no report has yet been received though I understand that it h-‘ s r, ‘ that
been sent ? as already
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Nothing as yet is i
4 is in

hand.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister

kindly make an enquiry ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: 1 will have an enqui
: nquiry

made.
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAV
Sir, the Cut Motion No. 3 relates to certain local matters. The | g+
of the Motion has given us to understand that this S iE R ~ oy Mover
in the Municipality conrcerned of which he is also a member I; . ldglmtcd
told us that the Municipality appointed a committee to look ¢ has also
matter and he says that the committee did not do anything. I into the
Sir, to get some material from the hon. Mover, to give us lhc‘;.;roun{i:fpecm(l’
which the Municipality did not take any action in this matter ‘i” under
it is one of the bounden duties of the Municipality to arranee ' Fic think
supply and if there is really any need for the extension of tl;c road Wr
tioned in the Cut Motion, I sce no reason why the Municipality ‘ih'o ldmen..
o not get cnough material from the hon. uMO,;,g:

do it. In fact, Sir, I do not
showing that the Municipality deliberately ignored that those two important
an

gricvan(;cs of the pcoplc ............

o BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: May I inform the Hon’
Minister that I approached the Chairman of the Municipality and hon ble
that in these hzuid d;ys he had no money. ¢ said

The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHA
Thank, you, Sir. He says that Government should make :jm}';ARTY.;
bution to this Municipality for the purpose. I do not know if the I\Eon?r}-
ality concerned has sent any petition for any such contribution or l}mm-
If anv petition comes we shall certainly consider. Before commi oan.
ourselves to anything we shall certainly look into the financial COncithng
of the Board and if it is found that the Board themselves can take u tl}:mn
two projects I do not see any reason why the Board should come F;-Orwosc
for assistance from Government. Any how, if the DBoard approach ard
Government for any assistance, they will certainly take up the mate the
hand. Beyond that I cannot say anything further in the matter at this ’Ctr in
Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: May 1 request the Hon?:%f;

Minister to call for explanation from the Chairman ?
The Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY ;

About asking for an explanation, Sir, I can say that the Board is a self.
governing body. So itis against the principle of Local Self~-Governme ;
to do so, but if they neglect their duty, Government can take ncccssa;}
action.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : - May I enquire of the hon. M
the 3 Cut Motions if they like to withdraw their Motions in  the (::‘i,:;:rgf

stances with the leave of the House ?
Babu KARUNA [SINDHU ROY: I beg leave of the House to

withdraw my .‘Motion.
The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: I beg leave of the House to

withdraw my Motion. -

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
Mr. BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: 1 beg leave of the House

to withdraw my Mation.

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 'The question is:

‘““That a suin not exceeding Rs. 3,44,000 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment durine the vear ending
on the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head—57.—
Miscellaneous™.

The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 34
LOANS AND ADVANCES BEARING AND NOT BEARING INTEREST

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHUR]J : Oh 4
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I ] Sir :C
move that a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,68,000 be granted to Cﬁ}}}'ay !th::)
charges which will come in the course pf: payment during the year éndine
on the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head YL B au?j
Advances’. 3

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Moticn m.ved:

«“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,68,000 be granted to defray the chiag.
ges which will come in the course of payment c‘lurmg the year ending (011
the 31st March 1944, for the administration of the head TR e

Advances’. v
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: I beg, Sir, to move (,, the
provision of Rs. 1,51,000 under Grant No. 34, Major head Loang and
Advances etc.,Minor head B.—Loans an.d z_\givanccs by the et
Governments, Sub-head—I,oans to Municipalitics, Port Funds etc., D eta'(ilal
head—Advances to cultivators, at page 193 of the Budget, be recluced1 =
Re. 1, i.c., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.5.68,000,d gpqry 2
nd re-
duced by Re. 1. A e
My object in bringing this Cut Motion is t0 censure GOVCI‘nmc -
untimely realisation of agricultural loans. nt for
_ In the Sunamganj Subdijvision of the District of Sylhet, (he Fenlidahs
of agricultural loans is going on in full swing  now. Hg),, allsation
of this House know that Byrp harvest is now on. Many of the €mbeyg
are incapable of paying agricultural loans, but the officers are b A
in realising these loans. T have got many instances and let e Y zealoyg
I sent a wire to the Hon’ble Premjer for: stopping realisatioy, Icl € one,
reply that no coercion would be used on the villagers. 4
telegram was borne by  ggme Muslims of the village or Cost of thid
I sent a letter to a gentleman at _]amalg_arh enclosing a Copy oJalha]garh.
ram. But I heard that that Jetter was intercepted by a clerk the tele-
Deputy Collector. He was heard to say: ‘I have seized the 1ot the Sub.
Babuw?. I asked that gentleman if he had got that letter, ter of T
these officers are €ocreing the people in this way. Therefo ) (S requed. Si
the Government to Issuc orders at once to stop realisatione, Urge upon
loans in the Boro arcas at least.  With these words, T ¢, agricyler oD
: f the House Mmend o o cural
to the acceptance o usc. m

\
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut Motion moved :
That the provision of Rs. 1,51,000 under Grant No. 34, Major head—
Loans and Advances, e¢tc., Minor head—B.—Loans and Advances by the
Provincial Governments, Sub-head-—Loans to Municipalities, Port Funds
etc., Detailed head—Advances to cultivators, at page 193 of the Budget,
be reduced by Re.1, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 5,68,000

do stand reduced by Re. 1.
Maulavi ABDUR  RAHMAN: Mr. Specaker, Sir, I  heard the

Hon’ble Revenue Minister saying the other day in reply to a question that

he advised his exccutives not to use coercive measures for the realisation of
agricultural loans. From personal knowledge I can say that oflicers go to
the locality and coerce people. My advice to the Hon’ble Minister is that
all sorts of realisation should be stopped. This is a very abnormal time and
Government should ask their officers not to go to the villages, but simply
to issue notices for repayment of the loans. I may cite a concrete instance.
A villager came to me and complained that his bullocks had been taken
away. I could not make any further enquiry. 1 would again request the
Hon’ble Minister that if he feels that there should be any action taken for
the realisation of loans, he should advise his officers not to go to the villages
but simply to issue notices ' ‘
Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI : Inour subdivision
the realisation of loans has now begun. 1 hope that Government should
stop it as the condition ?f‘ thc_ pc()p!c is not at all satisfactory. They
are undeérgoing financial difficulties owing to the fact that the prices of food-
stuffs are very high and they are not in a position to repay their loans
this time. It is about two years ago that they were granted this  loan.
They have not improved their financial position to repay it now. There is
another difficulty. They have been given these loans jointly. If any one
is in a position to repay these, he may repay ; but there are many others
who cannot repay their debts., But Government officers realise their loans
from this one person as he is responsible for others. This js very hard. This
should be stopped. For this reason I request the Government to stop reali-

sation now and postpone it for better times.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: My
Hon’ble Friend, Maulavi Munawwar Ali, will reply to this.

*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALIl: Mr. Speaker, Sir, for
the information of the hon. Member, I beg to say thai, in  consultation with
some of the hon. Members of the Sylhet district, and in agreement with
them, I have already issued orders that no coercive measures shall be used
and I have added a rider to that that only pcrsuasion shall be used. By
persuasion, I mean, it is to be preceded by notice, as suggested by my hon.
Friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman just now. Tral

As regards the complaint that officers arc over-zealous, my I'riend could
not substantiate the instance which he cited. THe heard merely. He could
not pursue as he had to leave that place. If a definite instance can be

I shall take adequate and immediate steps. I do not

brought to my notice, . nec
thinkg, in view of the orders I have already issued, it is necessary for hoy,.

Members to press further. . .
*Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr, Speaker, Sir, the Hon’ble Minister

said that he had issued notices not to use coercive measures. The question
is, if his instructions are not followed......

*Speech not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister or the hon. Member concerned.
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*The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: If instructions
are not carried out by officers, proper and suitable action will be taken.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Does the hon. Member press his
Motion ?

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: No, Sir.

The Motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I beg to move, that the pro-
vision of Rs. 3,68,000 under Grant No. 34, Major head—Loans and
head—B.—Loans and Advances by the Provincial
193 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100 i.e.,
of Rs. 5,68,000 do stand reduced by

Advances, etc., Minor
Governments (total), at page
the amount of the whole grant

Rs.100. =
I tabled this Motion in order to criticise Government for their neglect

as regards the granting of loans to Co operative Societies.

Tn 1941 we heard that though there was a provision of Rs. 1 lakh, if
necessary, GO\'C[‘]]“]CI]I \\'Ol‘]d come {Or\\'ﬂl'd with more lnoney. Bllt ﬁna]l}’
we found that only Rs. 5,000 was spent  Last year, when the Budget was
s House during the month of November, Rs.1 lakh 20 thou-
in the revised estimate also we found that that
d. So, Sir, ‘when t_hc revised estimate also is
the amount which was originally budgeted
s will be required, then why this year only
Rs. 5,000 have been allotted. Sir, we want an assurance that Government
will come forward with more mon:y, l_f necessary.

As regards the loans to Local Bodies,—some Local Boards and Munici-
palities, may have applied and many more are contemplating to apply to
Government for loans for improving their water work system and introduc-
ing other important new projects and I hope Government will help them.

placed before thi
sand were provided and
amount would be require
justifying that demand i. -

(Here the time limit for voting on Demands for Grants was reached)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. The question is
<“That a sum not exceeding Rs.5,68,000 be granted to defray the charues

which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1944, for the administration of the head—A—Loans and Advances’’.
The question Was adopted.

me Minister regarding the Economic

Statement by the Hon’ble Pri .
ation of the Province

and Political Situ

The Hon’ble the . I am to announce to the
the promised statement 0? ﬁg‘%ﬁ%m Premier to euab_le the Hig):ii tt};it
thed%rﬁsé’?ﬁ:%%f:ﬁr{lic situation of the Province into consideration woulq bz
g;?posed S instant after the items of business fixed for that day are
Niv. BADYANATH MOOKERJEE , 1 dincty emember, 5,
the Hon ier said the other day:that he would try to mak >
both the economic conditi S Ysh yolitical situati <€ 2 stateme
on Do Hom'ble Maulasi oo Six MUHAMMAD SAADLS Provinee,
an earlier day when I was askedyto make a statement, I S&%DULLA: On
b nsiderif I could make a statement on both economic condgtl- that T would
situation ; but later on when I was pressed to answer def o0 and political
1 would spcak only on the economic condition. nNitely, I said that

*Speech not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister or the hop M
» Member conc
erned,



1o ADJOURNMEN'] (2075 Mar. 1943]
Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 A.M., on Monday, the
22nd March, 1943.

Shillong,

A. K. BARUA,
The 30th April 1943,

Secretary, Legislative Assembly , Assam.
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