* For Official use only

Assam
Leglslatlve Assernbly
Debates

OFFICIAL REPORT

ELEVENTH SESSION OF THE FIRST. ASSAM
LEGISLLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 1942

NOVEMBER SESSION

_VOLUME I
No.j5 i

26th November, 1942

SHILLONG

PRINTED AT THE ASSAM GOVERNMENT PRESS
1943

Price 6 annas



Proceedings of the Eleventh Sessjon of the First Assam Legislative

Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the G
of India Act, 1935 provisions of the Government

THE AsseMBLY met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, ‘at 11-45 a.m. on
Thursday, the 12th November, 1942,

PRrEsSENT

The Hon’ble Mr. BRS?M& Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair ; the seven
Hon’ble Ministers and thirty-two members

Panel of lChairmen

The Hon’b‘le the SPEAKER: I now announce the names of the hon.
members who will constitute a Panel of Chairmen for the November session
of the Assam Legislative Assembly, 1942 '

1. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury,
2. Mr. D. B. H. Moore,

3. Srijut S:’lntosh Kumar Barua,

4, Srijut Binode Kumar J. Sarwan.

Statement regarding slit trenches

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. members have already been
siformed of the arrangements that have been made by the Assam Legisla-
" (ive Ascembly Department for their protection during an air raid, when a
sitting of the Assembly would be on. The trench number of each of the
non. members has been supplied to him, and I hope the hon. members will
give their due attention to the instructions.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mu. Speaker, Sir, in this connection may I
. uggest that the time of the sitting of this House should be altered on ~the
sround that there is a far greater danger of air raids in Shillong and other
gowns in Assam.*

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member knows that we have
sot a definite rule prescribing the time of sitting of this House. but if all the
‘hon. members agree that the time of sitting should be changed then 1 shall
,ave no objection. I should like to know the opinion ol the hon. members.
i The Hon’hle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

,ir, on behalf of the Government I mav say that we have no objection to sit
in the mo1 ning and evening. But let us hope that durm-g the few days’
sitting ol this session there will be no air attack and we will not have to

take shelter. .
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Itis a pious hope !

*Deleted in compliance with the resolution of the hon. dated 26th November 1942,



2 QUESTIONS . [12tH Nov.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, what about a
rehearsal ?  Let us have some sort of experiment to see how we behave our-
selves. I think the Hon’ble Prime Minister can arrange that.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : We shall see to that afterwards.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)

Declaration of Congress Committees as unlawful associations

i cll\flaulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY
asked ;

*1. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether they have declared any Congress Comniittees as un-
lawful associations in the Surma Valley ?
(6) If so, what are the names of those committees ?
(¢) Whether they have taken any steps to stop the unlawful
activities of those committees ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : .
1.(a)—Yes.
(6)—The Cachar District Congress Committee and the Sylhet

District Congress Committee, and their Committees, Sub-Committees and
Branches,

(e)—Yes.

Scheme for the storage of foodstuffs, etc., and control of their
prices

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN @HAUDHURY asked

*2. (@) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have drawn
up any scheme to store food and clothes for the people of the provinee to
meet emergencies ? 1

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to lay the scheme Onl 1&1):

table of each hon. member and state what amount they have provide¢
the purpose ? 2
.. 3.(a) Are.Government aware that the prices of foodstuffs are M50
daily in the district of Sylhet ?

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to rtate what St€Ps ¥
have taken to control the prices ? P

(¢) Are Government aware that the merchants in the district
Sylhet are frustrating in a concerted manner the attempts of oyt
In matters of price control and are making enormous profits 7 3

(4 It so, what steps, if' any, have been taken by Governm
stop such profitecring ?

hes |
|
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1942] QUESTIONS 3

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

2.(a)—For foodstuffs. It is not considered necessary to store cloth,
as the Government is waiting to scc the reception accorded to standard
cloth by the public.

(b) —The purchase of 300,000 maunds of salt over the amounts
required for the current consumption  for storage has been ordered.

An agreement has  been come to with Steel Brothers for the purchase
of rice, paddy and mustard oil which will result in some storace of those
Cnmmoditics. . 5

Any ofher Faoclstpffs that can be brought in amounts greater than
current requirements will also be stored ; at present there are no such

foodstufls.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MA

what about sugar, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMA

_ \ S D :
Sir, if I am to explain the position about sugar, it would be in ?ﬁﬁg}.{%}if
a statement. , ‘

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Very w 3 AR
R Siatemer! : y well, the Hon’ble Premier may

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, the hon. members are aware that the Government of India, in
order to have an equitable distribution of sugar in India. have appointed
a sugar Controller, and that that Controller in view of o‘ur )a%t‘clolnsum 3-
tion, allotted two lakhs of maunds of sugar to bhe imported] EE ol Aqsalm
up till the end of this month. The Sugar Controller ABFELIY q]}oéﬁted
the quantity of sugar that.wc- were allowed to import, but '{lso‘ allotted
4 particular sugar factory in Bihar from which we were to get Olll" share
Unfortunatel)’ _durmg the dnsturl?anccs which oceurred after the decl'll‘*liior;
of the All-India Congress Committee, illegal, that sugar factor ln; Lb.ccn
burnt down bY.SOme 111(1;5C1'c;m'ts_ The{e‘f‘ore the source from \\fh)irch -wc'werc
; et our sugar is no i< nger 1N a position to supply e 2 3
ti.)o!i;]m- of Prices and Director of Food supplies WI;E s)er'llttsto nghicgglcix~1gg:c
for another f‘cht?l'Y in consultation with the Sugar Controller EL A
Government of India. After some long drawn consultation a new factory has
now been arranged, and we hope to get a sufficient supply of sugar in the
near future. :

7 Mr. _]'OBA_N_G D. MARAK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, will  the Hon’b'e
Premier please inform me whether it was not reported that in the Garo Hills
there was 2 shortage oi_’ rice, where rice was selling at two seers per rupec
and sugar was not avallable_ at EEH. ? |
a7 The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
That 18 entirely a new question, Sir. oy

Mr. JOBANG D. M{\RAK: Sir, I only want. the information as to
whether @ T€port was received to that effect.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
Sir, 1 will take 1t as reported, but that is t_he position not only in the Gm'c;
Hills but also in other parts of the province and even in Shillong, where
the people were without sugar for two days and 49 bags which were
stored for the use of hospital patients had to be issued for  the  general

ublic. :

P*>'Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY :
Sir, is'it a fact that a considerable amount of paddy from Sylbet was sent to
foreign districts ?

QBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :

I

s



¢ QUESTIONS (1271 Nov.

The Hon’hle Maulavi Saiyi(i 5ir MUHAMMAD SAAD{]LLA_:
Yes, Sir, to the great discredit of our own pedple, T may say, that in
spite of the restriction placed upon the export of paddy by Deputy
Ciommissioners some of our people have surreptitiously exported paddy in
country boats from Sylhet. We have tried our best 1o restrict the export
of paddy by steamer and railway services, but we are unable to control the
country boats on account of the manv channels which run into Bengal.

Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Will the Hon’ble Minister let  us
know what approximate quantity of sugar has been ordered now ?

_ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
The last T asked for was 10,000 bags. That again to our discredit had
to be bought from the black-market in Calcutta. Now our allotted
share has been ordered from a new factory, but I cannot say what will  be
the consignment in November, but T think, it will be in the neighbourhood
0’]0,000 bags‘ ?

Mr. F W. BLENNERHASSETT: Has any total purchase been
made, Sir ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

No, Sir, it ig a]rf:ady under issue, but I have not received any intimation

as to what quantity our agents. Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Company ol

Calcutta have been able to ship. But T have reccived a report two days azo
from the new Controller of Prices that some consignments are on their way,
Re(:ent]y, I had been to Sylhet and the Deputy Commissioner told me that
he had already received the 1nilway reccipt for a consignment of sugar.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Mav I know, Sir, what will be  the
mode of distribution in this Provin(‘e‘ ? :

overhe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
Government is doing all that is possible in its power. They are distribut-
ing it through some accredited shopkeepers. They issue licenses to  certain
accredited shopkeepers whe agree to sell it at a controlled price.

Babu KAMIN] KUMAR SEN : ’AS the circumstances are such that
even the Assam Government has h(-c.n compelled to purchase it in the 'I)lac]-:.-
market, will not Government tak—t’ step to see that the distribution 1s
not made in the b}ack—market ? 3 ! ‘

The an’ble Maulavi S-aiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The suggestion wil] he considered, Sir. The public of Sylhet recently
brought this fact to my notice and I’am considering whether some Govern-

mc]nlt depots can be started where sugar and kerosene can he sold to the
public. :

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Dol understand that the
Government are tq be the sole importer of these cominodities ?
o, o How'ble Maulavi Sajyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Il;o, tm::: traders are alsq asked to bring sugar if they can get from outside ths
rovince. : g

A Ba]‘)u KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Cana pl‘iVﬂlC dealer do it without g
license from Government » ) _
The Hon’ble Maulavyj Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
They can buy from outside apg not from the Assam Government quota.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I understand that they
cannot buy without some sort of license from the Price Controller. In view
of the great scarcity of sugar and of the fact that even Government has not
been able to get sufficient supply, will the Government he liberal in allow.
ing permission to the private enterprises to bring it from outside ?

B
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1942] QUESTIONS 5

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The position is this. Il the private traders in the Province wa it to import
sugar within the quota that has been given for  Assam. then they will be
required to obtain permission from the Government of Assain for that
quantity. If they bring it from Calcutta on their own arrangement they need
not have any permit. ' .

This Government is allotted a quantity of 4,000 tons which is approxi-
mately 120,000 maunds, but for the fact that the factory from which w had
to buy the sugar was burnt by some miscreants we cannot get our normal
share. Belore the factory was burnt we imported as much as 28,000 maunds
ol sugar from that factory.

Mr. A. ’@VHIT.I‘AKER: If' the private traders: are allowed to brine
from Calcutta does it not mean that there can be no effective control (;I
prices since the prices of black-market will be higher than those of the
G_nvernn'lcnt imported sugar ?  Therefore the whole object of price control
will be defeated. ,

The Hon’b e Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The price of sugar in t]'u: ll)E(u:i\—mnrk(*.r 1s far ]ngh::r_ than the price under the
controlled markets.  Yet if any traders take the risk of buying at hieh rates
they can do so when the continuous flow of Government supply is sctjt)p])vcf

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: If somebody wants to sell at the cost price ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
Government will welcome that. e
Mr. F. W. BLENNERHASSETT : I the Government bought suear
from the black-market they must have paid a very high price for it R.t‘e
the Government sure ol a constant supply now at a reasonable TS I Ao

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMM 5
Well, Sir, thatis why, I took th- risk of getting blﬂCk—!;?zi)-kmbiﬁ?.UFL]A :
than to make the province entirely - devoid of sugar.  Only lﬂbb(!)(}lllll-ml
were asked at a time when sugar [rom the allotted factory was nné -].)‘lgh
at all, but we have now a legitimate source to supply us : Saable

spijn e RORENAESUMAR: OHAUDH ORIV WIS GRS e tent tale
the entire responsibility for the adequate supHly of suear : ki

‘ 4 - .-,L

yvince ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL
Wwell, Sir, we may have up to the quantity of quota that has been S A :
1o us by the Government ol India Sugar Controller. W eagied.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
. E . J_L
rep]led . !
3, (a)—Yes, asin all parts of India,
(b)—Government are trying to get suppli
: sttsupplies and ge
il 1.(;_.;Ls_ona'ble rates.  In tlEe case of some Com.ml)ditilalq tf]‘(l)inll to (I}l:f‘.
Of even distribution at ‘llxed prices a system of permits 01 re“'izfl"],st‘il e
has been introduced.  Without supplies it is impossible to control rf)i'ic;qm“
(¢)-—Government have no knowledge of any conc®rted act: s
art. of the merchants or of profits they are making d action on
4 ; 50
(¢)—Where prices have been fixed specific
brought to the notice of the local z‘mthorigies are - duly
suitable action taken under the Defence of India Rules. *

to the pro-

publiC

the p
cases of profiteering
enquired into and



6 QUESTIONS [12TH Nov.

. Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Who controls the per-
mits, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The Deputy Commissioners. ]

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Do Government deny that the
directions with regard to price control are more observed in breaches than
in observance ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I have already stated that there are cases where price control has failed.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : In view of the great interest created in  the
question of supply and as it affects also every hon. member of this House
and the public at large, may I request the Hon’ble Premier to consider the
desirability of making a statement on the supply position at a convenient
time during this session of the Assembly ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I may tell my hon. friend who has raised this question that before the
session was started this morning, I intimated to the Hon’ble Speaker that I
would require one day towards the end-of the session to lay before the
House the question of supply and what arrangements we have made to dis-
tribute them in the province along with other information of a public
interest.,

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Thank you, Sir.

Abnormal rise in the price of commodities
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

*4. Will Government be pleased to state—
{a) What steps, if any, they have taken to counteract the abnorma]
rise in the price of commodities in the province ?
(b) What steps were taken for the supply of commodities to varioys
places in the province ? ;
(¢) Whether they propose to set up a price control agency for the
province ?
(d) Whether they are aware that the agency, if any, hitherto em-
ployed failed in its duty ?
¥5. (a) Isita fact that Messrs. Steel Brothers have been given the
contract for the supply of foodstuffs for the province of Assam ?

(6) Was any tender called for it from the native of the province ?
(¢) If not, Why not ?

1jrc;le Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

4. (a) & (b)—There has been a heavy rise in the prices of all food-
Stuffﬁf in India. Government are trying to get supplies and se]] them to the
public at reasonable rates, Messrs. Shaw Wallace & Company of Cal-
cutta have been appointed Government agents for the purpose and orders
have been placed with them a5 monthly suppliers.

These suppties are
Officers in the Surma VvV
Valley for distribution t

(¢)—There

Committees. .
(d)—No.

sent to Deputy Commissioners and Subdivisional
alley and to Messrs. Steel Brothers in the Assam
0 various places.

arc already District and Subdivisional Price Control

i i it



1942] QUESTIONS 7

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : With regard to (¢), Sir, may I know from
the Hon’ble Premier on what principle this price control agency was
formed ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The principle is a usual administrative principle, Sir. The district heads
sometimes takes some opinion and sometimes take advice from some import-
ant suppliers of the district or traders of the district and then fix and control
the price.

]Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Premier say
whether all the principal traders and leading persons in the subdivisions of
Sylhet were consulted in fixing the prices of the commodities ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, I cannot answer off-hand. But I have no reason to suppose that the
Deputy Commissioners in fixing prices as regards the different commodities
have not consulted the traders in question.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Premier make an
enqu(ijr); about this, Sir, whether the leading persons and traders were con-
sulted :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I thought that my hon. friend was meaning leading persons by leading
traders. / :

The Hoa’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : :
5. (a)—Messrs. Stc.r:.l Brothers have been appointed Contractors for the
distribution of foodstuffs in the Assam Valley.
(6)—No.
(¢)—There is no firm in the Province with sufficient experience and
staff to undertake the work.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Will the Hon’ble Premier say
what experience Messrs. Steel Brothers have got at their credit ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyis:l Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, all I can say is that Messrs.  Steel Brothers have got a world wide
Drg;misatlon and have 'l?lg business in rice and paddy in Burma. The
Burma Government U.tlllsed the services of this firm to supply both the
Military and also the civil population while Burma was the centre of war
The Government of Ceylon have also given this firm the monopoly for
supplying certain articles, I am told. Sir, what I have heard from Messrs.
Steel Brothers and probably it is a fact that the control of sale and purchase
and distribution of wheat in Palestine was given to this firm. Recently, I
am told, the Bengal Government have utilised the services of this firm for
the distribution of salt in Bengal areas.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
ihe present arrangement with Messrs. Steel Brothers will continue ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMA A :
The present arrangement is up to the 15th December Sir.D i gt
Maulavi J}BDUL AZIZ: What
“foodstuffs’’, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
At present we are importing from outside the province sugar, salt, dal, flour
and ata. Rice, paddy and mustard oil ape being supplied by this

May I know how long

are the articles inciuded in the term

firm.
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~

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May 1 know, Sir, why
similar arrangements have not been made for the Surma Valley
districts ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUBAMMAD SAADULLA:
T'he representatives of this House in  the Economic Advisory Board, when
this matter came to be discussed, said that for the present they don’t require
the help of Messrs. Steel Brothers in the Surma Vazlley. ‘Therefore, we
have not extended the operation there. Messrs. Stéel Brothers have been
saddled with the task of buying in the Assam Valley or anywhere clse where
they can get mustard oil and send it to Sylhet district.

Srijut ROBINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Do I understand, Sir,
that after the coustitution was released ffom suspension, the representatives
of this House conferred and recommended o the Government that the
present arrangement which has been made with Messrs. Steel  Brothers
should be made ?

'})‘he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Yes, Sir.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : May I know, Sir, who are
the representatives of this House in the Economic Advisory Board ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Members of the Legislature in the Economic Advisory Board which was
constituted before the Ministry came into existence constituted of myself,
Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin, Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali, Mr. Baidya-
nath Mookerjee and Mr. Whittaker of this House. Then we have als: Rai
Babadur Rameswar Saharia of the Upper House.

Central Text Book Committee
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

£ B - > ~ oo
0. ((_z) Will Government be pleased to state wht,thm_ th(.. gentlemen
who examined some hooks for the Central Text Book Commiittee in the year
1939, have been paid the promised remuneration on completion of the
work ?
(b) If not, why not ? 7

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

6. (a)—No. 5
(b)—The matter is still under the consideration of Government,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, may I know the approxi-
mate time when the matter will he completed ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahaduy Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Sir,
the delay had occurred in the office of the Director of Public Instruction,
which is much regretted. The Goverpment is agking an explanation from
the Director of Public Instruction, Rupees 13,895 was realised as fees.  The
Director of Public Instruction was under the impression that he could retain
Rs.1,405 that was o be paid to the author and remit the balance to the
treasury. This has been objected 1o by the Finance Department and now
the Dircctor of Public Instruction has been directed to remit the whole
amount to the treasury aid to pay the author by drawing that amount and

debiting it to the relevant budget head. So, the matter will be disposed of ag -

spon as possible, now,

-

-



1942] QUESTIONS 9

Area under Jute cultivation

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

*7, Will Government be pleased to state the area under jute cultivation
in the Province for the years 1940, 1941 and 1942 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
rcpIied:

7.—The area under jute cultivation in the Province is 356,200 acres,
304,400 acres and 270,500 acres for the years 1940, 1941 and 1942
rcsljcctivcly- .

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know whether the Government

appointed one special officer for the purpose of jute 'control in the
province ? i

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
No, Sir, I am not aware of it. I require notice.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(to which answers were laid on the table)

Damage of crops im Goalpara District by flood

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

1. (a) Are Government aware that owing to high flood, the standing

. te, rice and other crops have been totally damaged in Goalpara district
;szt,icularly in Dhubri South Bank ? y g ok istrict,

b) Do Government propose to issue orders for the immediate dis-

ipution of seeds of paddy and Rabi crops in the flood affected
E?P ;:ially e e e Al ps in the flood affected areas,

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
rcplicd:

1. (a)—Government are aware that there was some damage to the
standing CTops.

b)—On the recommendation of the local officers a sum of Rs.2,500

has been allotted for the double purpose of gratuitous relief and free distribu-
tion of rabi crop seeds,

Land acquired by Government for war purposes

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

9. Will Government be pleased to state the area of land acquired by
Government for War purposes (figures to be shown district by district) and
the compensation p?l,ld per bigha to Zeminders and tenants in Dhubri suh-
division ?



10 QUESTIONS [12TH Nov.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi . SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

2.—This Government has acquired no land for War purposes. Informa-
tion is not available as to the acquisitions carried out under the Defence o
India Rules by the Deputy Commissioners as Agents of the Central Govern-
ment. .

Assent to the Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked: -

3. (a)-Will Government be pleased to state whether assent has since
been received from prover quarters to the Goalpara Tenancy (Amendmcnt)
Bill, 1939, which has been passed by both Houses of Legislature ?

(b) If not, when the assent is likely to be expected ? )
(¢) Are Government aware that due to non-enactment of the Bill,
the tenants are undergoing much suffering ? e

The Hon’ble Khan Bahkadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :
3. (a)—No.

(b))—The Billis under the consideration of His Excellency the
Governor under section 75 of the Constitution Act. Government under-
stand that he proposes to take action under the proviso to that section.

(¢)—No. Government have, however, received representations
concerning enacting the Bjll,

Rise in prices of clothes and foodstuffs

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked:

4. (a) Are Government aware that owing to abnormal situation
created by the War, the price of clothes have gone up in the province to
the extent of 200 per cent. and in.some places even more than that ?

() Do Government propose to take steps to arrange for the supply
of clothes at moderate price in suitable centres in the province wherefrom
people can get supply direct through Government agency ? ;

5. (a) Are Government aware that supply of foodstuffs are not avail-
able in all parts of th_e province and even in places where it is available’the
dealers charge exborbitant price in defiance of what is fixed by Government
and that pcople are undergoing much hardships ? :

(b) Do Government propose to open stores in suitable places where-

from people can get the supply direct through Government agency ?

].T(;m Homn’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
rep 1ed : i
4. (a)—There has been a heavy rise in the prices of cloth in India.
.(b)-—.ch. Government have ordered standard cloth ; some of
which will arrive ShOI"lly_ Government also purchased cloth from Calcutta
for distribution ‘to districts for sale,

.5 . (@)—Government are aware that there is a scarcity of some food-
stuffs in 30 mi parts of the province al though staple foods are available in
all parts. There have been cages of profiteering in some places ; it appears
however that }?HFES ﬁxcd. by District Officers are generally kept to. ~ Owing
to the gegeraane of | rices in India there is bound to be some hardship.

( )H_‘_ 0. Steps are being taken by the Deputy Commissioners to
control the prices of food hought through Government. e
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Control of prices of Foodstuffs and othex commodities in Goalpara
District

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

6. Will Government be pleased to state how the price of foodstuffs
and other commodities are controlled in Goalpara District ?

7. (a) Are Government aware that traders in the interior of Goalpara
district demand price of commodities much higher than that fixed by
Government and in case of refusal on the part of buyers to pay higher price,
the traders refuse to sell these articles ?

(b) Ifso, what steps have Government taken to put a stop to this
PRteIEs ¢
practice

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : i

6.—In the Dhubri Subdivision of the Goalpara district the price of
foodstufls is fixed by the Deputy Commissioner in consultation with the
importing merchants with the advice of consumers after inspection  of rele-
vant papers, and in the Goalpara Subdivision on the recommendation of the
Subdivisional Officer who furnishes his list following the same procedure
adopted at Dhubri. :

1. (a)—Government have no information of any evasion of the fixed
prices.

(b)—As no consumer or buyer has filed any complaint no prosecution
could be launchéd. Thana Officers have already been instructed to submit

report of any complaint made to them. But it appears no such complaint
has up-to-date been made.

Appointments in the Deputy Commissioner’s Office,

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

Goalpara

made during the last two
ommissioner, Goalpara ?
dus and how many from

years'in the Office of the Deputy ()
(b) How many of them are fronF; IEIin

() Of the Muslims,

how manvy a
- x re Assame
immigrants » Ve samese and how many are

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY replied :

8. (a)—Ten: - ! |
(b)__pour_from Hindus and six from Muslims.
- (¢)—Four are from Assamese Muslim

and two from Immigrant
M uslims. . f
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Condolence Motions

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, before you take up the other items in the agenda, I will
seek your permission to propose certain condolence motions, for since we
last met we have lost one of the hon. members of this House in the person
of Srijut Rajani Kanta Barua. This gentleman who hailed from Dibrugarh
and was a member of the Opposition had endeared himself by the sweetness
of his nature, simplicity of his habits and the sincerity of his  convictions.
This Assembly is poorer by his loss. :

Next, Sir, I have got to mourn the sudden death of Rai Bahadur Nilam-
bar Dutt who for many years was a member of the old Council, the prede-
cessor of this august House.

I'have also to mention in the same connection that the zaminders of
Goalpara and the province of Assam have lost a sincere friend in the person
of late Raja Probhat Chandra Barua of Gauripur. He was a member of the
old Legislative Council of Assam in the years 1912-16. \

Sir, the district of Sylhet has lost one of its illustrious sons in the person
of late Rai Bahadur Sukamay Chaudhury, c.LE., who, as is well-known,
served the province of Assam in the capacity of Honorary Magistrate for
over 30 years and did much more work than even the paid magistrates.
His son is a member of the Upper House and his nephews have distinguished
themselves in the political life of the province. One of his nephews is a
member in this House.

Sir, in this connection I cannot but refer to a very unfortunate and
unexpected death of His Royal Highness the late Duke of Kent, the brother
of His august Majesty, the King Emperor. His death was due to his devo-
tion to duty and we should all follow him as example in the performance
and discharge of duty.

I propose that the House do adopt a condolence resolution and send
our sense of sorrow to the members of the bereaved families,

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: My, Speaker, Sir, on be-
half of my party I whole-heartedly associate with what has been said by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister. I knew personally all these gentlemen excepting His
Highness the Duke of Kent. I knew all the gentlemen personally and from
my personal experience I endorse every word that has been uttered by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister,

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : T should like to associate the members of this
Group to this motion, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I also associate m self fully wi
has been said by the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Srijut Rgh?ni uII{I}{’lr:lv;:'h c‘ﬂiﬁf
dhuri and Mr. Whittaker touching on the death of Srijut Rajani Kanta
Barua, Rai Bahadur Nilambar Dutt, Raja Prabhat Chandra Barua
Rai Bahadur Sukamay Chaudhury, c.r.e.. and His Highness the Duké
of Kent. Each one of these notable personalities was a distinguish-
ed figure in his own sphere and the gentlemen belonging to this pro-
vince whose deaths we are mourning were undoubtedly prominent figures
in the public life of the province. T do not like to make lengthy observation
on the life’s work of each of these distinguished personalities ; but I would
however like to say that by the death of Hig Highﬁcgg the Duke
of Kent the British Empire and the Royal Family of England have undoubt-
edly sustained a great loss. His death was indeed a tragic and painful event
I endorse every word that the Hon’ble Prime Minister has said about him.
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Then coming to speak about the late Srijut -dRaglzim ny(a‘r:'Laic}IISar&is
Y i remature death, ]
L express ol ﬁec{) Ste I;SC '351;?311?;;31)];? er}fén by his genial manners éndear-
oS Ve X s : : 3
2 hal?' It-eaal}j’. He was really a sincere patriot and a devoted worlxﬁar t}lm
S yam fothe country. I express my sincere condolences to dalences
i Caui{c ?amilies and I shall take steps to convey to them the condo
bereave 2
this House. - 3 2idg]
cxpressedrh};r,s raessage communicating .allotn}ent
Gos resentation of Budget, general discussion of Budget,
= voting on Demands for grants, etc.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ would
from His Excellency the Governor‘regardmg al
;:)cscnt session for—

of days for the

now announce the message
lotment of days during the

esentation of the Budget ;
(,‘3 (1;211eral discussion of the Budget ;
(3) Voting on Demands for Grants ; o 1 it
(4) Discussion, if any, of estimates of expenc}ﬂure chargc upon' e
+ revenues of the Province, other than estimates relating  to expen-
diture referred to in paragraph (@) of sub-section (3) of section
78 of the Act ; _ ;
(5) Presentation of the Schedule of authorised expenditure.
purpose of sub-s-ction 1) of section 78, section 79 and sub-
' -“F?;)tggsl;ctilzm 80 of the Government of India Act; 19'35, and in pur-
i f Rules 13, 15(1), 16(1) and 19 of the Assam  Legislative Assem})ly
spatlee @ r’s) Ruleé, I, Andrew Gourlay Clow hereby appoint the followmg
(Govcm?hc presentation to the Legislative Assembly of the statement of
days for d Receipts and Expenditure of the Province for the year 1942-43
Esnmatihe subsequent stages in respect thereof in the Legislative Assembly
gn:}ié‘g its November Session, 1942
u

» hamely :—
hursday, the 12th November,— Presentation of th
Thu

e Budget for the year
1942-43 in the

Legislative Assembly.
« General discussion in the Legislative
Assembly,

2. Discussion, if any,’
expenditure ‘charge
- venues of the pro

estimates relating to expenditure re-
ferred to in paragraph (a) of sub-sec-
tion (3) of section 78 of the " Govern-
ment of India Act.

S the 13th November,— 1
grlri?é;-)f the 14th November,—
a 2 .

of estimates of
d upon the re-
vince, other than

day, the 19th November,-— :
ThursC® 3 e +20th November,— Voting on Demands for grants in the
Fridays "4 o o1st November,-— Legislative Assembly,
Saturdays the 23rd November,— ;
Monday> the 28th. November Placing of authenticated schedule of
Satul‘day’ authorised expenditure before the
Assembly, -

This order shall be subject to my revision, if necessary, from time to

time.

Shillong, the 8th Novemberl A. G. Clow,
1942. J

Governor.,”
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MENT BUSINESS

Allotment of days for private members’ business by the
Hon’ble Speaker ‘

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : In pursuance of rule 17 of the Assam
Legislative Assembly Rules, I hereby allot in consultation with the Hon’ble
Prime Minister the following days for Private Members’ business during the
present session of the Assam Legislative Assembly :—

Taursday, the 17th November 1942,— 1. Private Members’ Bills.
2. Private Members’ motions and

resolutions.

Friday, the 27th November 1942.— 1. Private Members’ motions and
: resolutions.

Private members’ motions and resolutions. will also be taken up on
Saturday, the 28th November 1942, if time permits, after disposal of Gov-
ernment business :— ‘

This order shall be subject to revision, if necessary, from time to time.

Statement r¢ course of Government business

The Hon’b!e_Mau}avi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
With your permission, Sir, I desire to make a statement about the course o
Government business during this Session. 414

2. The Government business which is to be taken up to-day is already
shown in the day’s agenda, a copy of which has been placed on each mem-
ber’s table. I need not detail it again. If the motion for taking into
consideration of the Assam Land and Revenue Regulation (Amendment)
Bill, 1941, is accepted to-day, we propose that this Bill be considered clause
by clause on the 24th and 26th November 1942, and then to move that the

Bill be passed.

3. On those days, (i. e., on the 24th and 26th November, 1942) we also
propose to take up the following Government business :—

(1) Motion regarding extension of the period of the Agricultural
Marke'tmg Scheme for the year 1942-43.
(2) Discussion on the point or points referred for reconsideration and
voting on amendments recommended by His Excellency on the
(a) The Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939, () the
Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939, and (;) the Assam
Money-Lenders’ (Amendment) Bill, 1937. : ,-
(3) Introduction of the Assam Debt Conciliation (Amendment) Bill,
o 1942, and then to movye for its reference to a Select Committee.
(4) Motion regarding approval of a scheme of transport organisation
in the province.
4. We also propose to take up any unfinished or unforeseen Govern-
ment business on the 28th November 1942 after the disposal of Government
business allotted for that day. , ; : i

i
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: Committee on Petitions relating to Bills
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : ' Under rule 112 (1) of the Assembly
Rules, I nominate the following members to constitute a Committee on
Patitions relating to Bills for the current Session of the Assembly :—
1. Maulavi Abdur Rahman, :
2E MR A L Palmer,
3. Raja Ajit Narayan Deb, and
4. Mr. Binode Kumar J. Sarwan.
Under the rules, the Deputy Speaker will be the Chairman of the
Comumittec.

- . House Committee

Under rule 126 of the Assembly Rules, I nominate the following mem-
pers to constitute a House Committee for the current Session of  the

Assembly :—

Srijut Jogendra Narayan Mandal,

Babu Akshay Kumar Das, : '
Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul Majid Chaudhuri,
Mr. C.  W. Morley,

Rev. L. Gatphoh, and

Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mahmud Ali.

S Wb

senfliltion of the Budget for 1942-43 and Budget Speech of the
Pre Hon’ble Finance Minister g H ' y

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Finance Minister will now present
the budgCt'

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUT, MATIN CHOUDHURY :
Mr. Speakel‘, Sir,

: I rise to present to the Assembly the Budget estimates of the Govern-
ment of Assam for t_he year 1942-43. Along with this is lso presented the
Aaccount of the actuals of 1941-42 and statements of re

ing budget estimates, usual in
8 during a part of

o per : and the rest from the time the
1I:\lf?[in}ijstry'-’lssurl?ﬁdrﬁﬁclice' e oan only be conducted against appro-
riations for tUe WAO'e year, the Secretary “of State has decided that the

- nistry shou! ; finar}cial statement covering
3;1; whole pCrlOd of the finaneial year. In the reviged budget for 1942-43,

. shgwn-the expenditure incurred to' 24th Au g Tand
h:osb:gf " cqundlture for the remainder of thepyear. Tlﬁ: gl\lffi;islgi Beeto
espohsibility in respect of the period up to. the date of revocation of the
Iéovernor’s proclamation anq the House will be asked to assent under sec-
tion 79(2) of the Governnilent of India Act to de.mands for grants in respect
of voted expenditure for the period of the financial year subsequent to the
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revocation of the Governor’s: proclamation, with a view to authentication
under section 80(1)(a) of this portion of the grants only. This will necessitate
a change in the form in which demands should be presented, and with your
consent, Sir, we propose to adopt. the altered lorm, when demands for
grants are moved. I may point out that we are following the precedent of
the Orissa Legislature in this matter. :

For the convenience of the hon. members of this House and in accordance
with the suggestion made by you, Sir, in discussion with the Finance Secre-
tary, I wish to add a few remarks elaborating in more detail the outline. I
gave in the opening paragraph of my speech of the procedure we have
adopted in printing this year’s budget and the procedure we propose to adopt
in presenting demands for grants. Hon. members will observe that these
columns are devoted to the expenditure for 1942-43, the first shows the
estimate for the year, the second the actuals up to 24th August 1942 and the
third the estimate for the period from 25th August to the cnd of the year.
The Ascembly are asked to vote not the demand for the whole year, but
only the residual portion remaining after the expenditure from 1st April to
24th .August, the period of the section 93 Administration, has been met.
Considering that accounts are maintained by the month and not by the day,
and that account adjustments are ofien carried out later and annual adjust-
ments between Governments usually only at the end of the year, it is impos-
sible to give precise figures of the expenditure incurred up to. 24th August.
The figures shown in the budget represent the actuals of the first four months

24 _
and gy~ of the actuals for August and it is impossible to get any nearer

to the correct amounts.  The second and third columns, thercfore,
are only estimates for the convenience of hon. members and they will
be asked to assent not to the specific figures given in the third column, but
to the unexpended portion of the original grant because of the impossibility
of guaranteeing the accuracy of the figures given for expenditure incurred
up to 24th August. It is proposed, therefore, in moving demands for grants,
to follow the formula devised in Orissa when a Ministry came’ into = being
after a period of administration under section 93 : the form is as follows :—

““That the Assembly do assent to- a demand which will. come in the
course of payment during the period from the 25th August, 1942, to the 31st
March, 1943 of such sum as, together with the expenditure already incurred
from 1st April} 1942, to 24th August, 1942, will amount to (amount of

the. 0. revised estimate), in respect of the head........ .  The expenditure
incurred from 1st April 1942 to 24th August 1942 is believed to be about
LA e This appropriation has the recommendation of the Governor”’.

Not only in the procedure {or the presentation of the budget, but in
many other respects abnormality is the characteristic feature of the . condi-
tions in which we are living to-day, and isreflected in the budget itself
as well. We are virtually in the war zone and the normal life of the
population is thereby affected in a variety of ways. War which loomed
distant has now come close to our doors. Streams of refugees from Burma
pouring down into our province in tattered conditions through inhospitable
hills and climes via Tamu, Palel and Imphal during the early parts of the
year were tangible indications to the people of this province that war was
approaching our borders and vividly brought home to the direct experience
of the people the horrors and devastations caused by the war. It was
an unprecedented situation for the Government to face, but thanks to
non-official co-operation, particularly the commendable enterprise  and
public spirit shown by the Tea Industry and the Assam Oil Company
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which placed their immense resources in men and materials unstintedly
at the scrvice of the refugees and grappled with ‘the evacuee problem
under most baffling conditions, this humanitarian task was accomplished
with as much measure of success as the circumstances permitted. Buses
and lorries had to be rushed to the evacuation route at Manipur and this
immediate and urgent requisition denuded the road traffic routes of motor
transport vehicles. The bewildered peoples of Assam were rudely .awakened
to the realisation of the imminent menace of war by this abrupt disloca-
tion of the means of transport to which they were accustomed. Prices
of some of the necessarics of life continued to soar high throughout the
year and the supply of ‘certain of the commodities has not been adequate,
owing to circumstances over Whlch' the Government has no control. The
insane action (_)F the sabot‘eurs, in interrupting communications in other
provinces, had its repercussion on the problem of supply in this province
also. Though the Govern ment 1s making every effort for ensuring adequate
food supply and for stabilising prices, to which T shall refer in a later part
of my specch, rising prices are still the order of the da.y.

Intensification of constructional activities in
services has no doubt provided employment to a large body of labourers, .o
which technical recruitment for the Military has also contributed its quota,
but these touch only a fringe of the population of the province. Fixed
salary earners and the mass of the population are hard hit by the general
risc in prices. In the political sphere, the intimidation, hooliganism, sabo-
tage and incendiarism inspired as a direct result of the decision of the All-
India Congress Commlttqc to start Givil Disobedience Magementyaaaeiite
the difficulties of the administration. It is satisfactory to note that Govern-
ment _SC"V’-“:;SI a]moslt tlo arman havc_: met the situation with exemplary
restraint B lziqrne‘tm ourden of th erous dutics without: complaint,
failurc/OLVISICING o any: mnfaic. pressice.  The Police: ia particular has
risen to this most difficult task with resolution and courage with several

sicuous acts of devotion to dut b L courag ‘
con! 1 it uty to their credit, Tension and anxicties
incidental to these conditions have heen firther e s oot ;
hovering menace of enemy air raids,  Sli¢ ¢ h ggravated by the constantly

which in the beginn; enches, Air raid shelters, A. R.P.

mcasures Cammng were not tak 3 s
ubtlic, have now become -grim realities of ].{_ﬂ en. very seriously _by the
passage of every aeroplane over the horizon tll ﬂkand ekistenceig; Wuthyuthe

. " o 1c e . o

eyes to discover whether it comes as 5 harbing ¢ Sky Is scanned by anxious
British or American plane or as a hotie Zt_n of safety in the form of a
destruction.  Recently T had occasion to vigj -:,r(f“?’_ft foreboding death and
where active preparations are being made fi, t] (’(3[&“1 part of the province
it was & revelation  to me to find how a e FIC efence o_t the country and
-acetul country-side has been trans-

formcd into .Il b-ehive of military activities. This { : boli
he change that has come over the Provinee ransformation symbolises

o the hon’ and has had 5 ¢
budget Irwhicllluglz‘) ]cl mcn]])bcrs do not finq i the bul::I(1$1 t 1'tS] e%‘if toor;‘ n:\f'
‘;Chcmcs to s cvidm;{ 1a\;‘c cen accustomed i .%e‘ a on:i i ey
.f'ol‘Wm'd tf) d] ; C o t!l('.‘ Progressive tenden E" past ycj:ars 0 1D
§f realise that We are passing thrg Cles of Government, they

: ugh . : 3
rection of life and property o[‘gthab].lo.lmal times, that measures for
0 ; ¢ Cviliap population and insurance

hortage of food supply are the py :
of the Government at the pl‘eséjm? ?&?rns which demand the urgcn?
rising : B JUNCture and = solution o
these prob{clmii?]l éS‘t}?c i?‘u':‘ :sf;)t:flm cctmd}tlons the Govemlinetnot ::] }i;?di;g their

Loy and (axX1g 'CCS to the utmae :
cnergy A% s : MOst  extent. The outstandin
feature ol the present budget has therefore been , i”aw'e irfércasp Y Givigl
g e

connection with Military

in

against S
Attention
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Defence expenditure and the huge amount involved in commercial transac-
tions, which the Government have embarked upon to ensure an adequate
food supply for the civilian population and as a corollary arrangement for
transport.

Actuals, 1941-42

Having given a general picture of conditions in the province, I now
turn to budget figures. Tollowing the traditional practice, I shall deal
with the actuals of 1941-42.  The figures about actuals of 1941-42 are given
in pages 9 and 10 of the Budget Memorandum from which hon’ble mem-
bers will find that our total receipts under Revenue Capital and Debt
heads amounted to Trs. 9,09,51 with a total expenditure of Trs. 9,00,84.
Under Revenue heads only a deficit of Trs. 11,89 was anticipated in the bud-
get estimate for 1941-42.  Further curtailment of expenditure after the resig-
nation of the Ministry brought down the deficit to Trs. 11,32 but the actual
deficit at the close of the year came down to Trs. 2,52. Increased receipts
from Income-tax and Forest and less expenditure on Givil Works, besides
other variations, details of which are given in the Budget Memorandum are
mainly responsible for this improvement. The opening balance, which stood
at Trs. 71,10 at the beginning of the year rose to. Trs. 79,77 at its close.

Budget Estimates (Revised), 1942-43

I now come to the Revised Budget Estimate for 1942-43. As stated
before, the year started with an opening balance of Trs. 79,77.- The reve-

‘nue receipts are  estimated at Trs. 3,33,73 which with Capital receipts of

T'rs. 6,36,37 makes a total of Trs, 9,70,10. The total expenditure Revenue

and Capital is estimated at ‘[rs. 9,96,82 comprising revenue expenditure of

Trs. 3,67.18 and capital expenditure of Trs. 6,29,64. This leaves a depleted
closing balance of Trs, 53,05. i

&

A deficit of Trs. 33,45 is
portion of this deficit is more
in my introductory remarks,

anticipated on Revenue Account but a large
apparent than real. As 1 mentioned br}cﬂy
o n order to ensure food supply in the province
and secure stabilisation  in prices,  Government has involved itself in big
commercial transactions in the matter of purchase and sale of foodstufl, both
indigenous and imported, and in transport organisation. In the case of
articles imported from Calcutta a time lag of about six weeks is envisaged
- between the time when the goods are paia for in advance and the time when
the money 1s recovered from sale proceeds in - Assam. The amount that is
HES N outstanding at the end of the current financial year, but
which will 'be recoverable in the next is estimated at Trs 26,23. These
operations are of a capital nature but have been shown because of an audit
ruling, under Revenue head 57.—Miscellaneous. If they had been account-

ed for under Advances recoverable, the Debt and Deposit head involved

would not have necessitated » grant {rom the Legislature. The form at pre-
sent adopted gives an opportu ,

: nity to hon’ble members to discuss an import-
ant matter of policy, which should be placed before them. Taking this fact
into account the real deficit amounts to T'rs. 7,22. The budget estimate for
1942-43 as compared with the actuals for 1941-42 shows under Customs on the
receipt Sld_C a decrease of Trs, 2,89 due to restriction in the cultivation of jute
and drop in the ¢Xport. The provincial share of the proceeds of the Centra)
Income-tax is cstimated at Tpg. 16,74 against last ycar’s actual of Trs. 14,78
Our share of the Income-tay receipts in 1938-39 was only Trs. 3,00 and (he

~
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present increase is mainly due to war conditions and is unlikely to outlast
the war The Agricultural Income-tax is expected to bring Trs. 27,00 as
against Trs.27,12 realised last year. Refund however is estimated at 6 lakhs.
Land revenue yielded Trs. 1,21,01 last year while the budget estimate for
the current ycar is Trs. 1,41,34. To avail themselves of the remission
granted, it is expected that the cultivators will make earlier payments and
Trs. 12,25 are estimated to come forth from this source. The balance of the
increase of Trs. 20,33 is estimated to be made up of Trs. 1,00 expected from
new lands taken up for cultivation, Trs. 4,00 on account of suspensions due
to the flood of 1941 collected this year, Trs. 50 being arrear royalty from
coal mines which shoul_d_have been paid in 1941-42 and Trs. 2,50 due to
new royalty rates on oil introduced from the 1st January, 1942. | Extension
of total prohibition of the consumption of opium to the parfially excluded
area and the fall in the consumption of country liquor owing to increase in
rice account for the reduction of Trs. 2,03 in the estimated . Excise receipts
compared to the last year. Forest receipts which were about - Trs. 17,00 in
1938-39 leaped up to T_rs.' 32,95, last year. The budget estimate for this
year is Trs. 28,10. This is due to the' fact that the Conservator does not
anticipate such lﬂl}%’c war _Ol'ders as were received in 1941-42, nor does he
expect that certamn special orders will be repeated in the current year.
The increase 1n the quget estimate of this year, wunder the
head Other Taxes and Duties, to Trs. 5,14 from last vear’s actual of
Trs. 3,12 isdue mainly to the recovery of petrol-tax from the military
authorities of the petrol used by them and is justified by actuals ot the first
few months of the current year. In QCivil works the actuals last year were
Trs. 15,33 against the budget estimate for this year of Trs. 8,64. The
Government of India curtailed the Road programme financed from Central
Road Development account for projects financed from the Petrol Tax Fund
and there will be a reduction of ferry receipts and permit fees owing to
Petrol restriction %
In Capital reccipts provision has been made in the budget for Treasury
Bills of Trs. 30,00 and Ways and Means Advances of Trs.50.00 which hos
roved necessary in the current year owing to the large amohnts that have
been advanced for the purchase of foodstuff, etc. TLoans and Advances show
a large increase of rupecs three lakhs and forty-three thousands due to larger
recoveries from agricultural loans and to the partial recovery of advances
made to Government servants for the evacuation of their families' to

gafer area.

: ed Expenditure fro : L
Estimat P m Revenue shows an Increase over actuals of

last year of Tr%- 36,18. Aﬂ merease of Trs. 2,35 (net) under Agriculture
mainly due to grow more food campaign, Trs."26,73 o aecolnt of burchase
ffoodstuﬂ" owing o time lag in recoveries Trs. 11,44 in t ] di il
{? civil defence and an increase of Trg 3,00 to meet iﬁahl? t :e e.;pcfl:n whits
ot yILE ; : gher rates of dearness
ce recently sanctioned  account for the variar: is
allowanct N ] ! vanation. . This is offset b
pe reduononfotfhrérz-orll-s‘tiiu:}nde; 1Genmal Administration mainly owing tc})’
suspension 9 ton for a longer period in the current year than in
and of Trs. 3,44 under Civil

1041-42, a decrease of Trs. 2,35 under, Forest
works mainly aus ie F i ol projects financed from the  Petrol Tax

Fund. d _
Before ! conclude my remarks about the bud

: PR getary position in general
Appropria 3 : g :
it may not be inappropriate’ to: refer ‘to complaints of shortage of small

. s overy . : .
coins, which ‘11:”511 (i‘om ‘{.me,l}a h‘?s brought "to the notice of the Reserve
Banlk, who generally Ply with “indents as snon g possible.  ‘The present



20 BUDGET SPEECH [12T1 Nov.

shortage is partly due to the dislocation of communication and partly due
to the delay in late furnishing of Police escorts by the Bengal Government.
Steps have been taken to ensure that in future there will be no avoidable
delay in providing treasury escorts. Instruction was issued by the
Currency Officer that bronze coins would not be issued during the quarter
ending September, 1942, Government of India has now issued orders that
requesis for supply of coins of all kinds must be fully complied with in case
of Assam and the Currency Officer has given the assurance that he will do his
best to give effect to that order. The necessity of stocking a large quantity
of small coins has also been impressed on Treasury officers and where
necessary the normal balance of the treasuries has been increased to enable

“this to be done.

I now proceed to discuss the salient features of some ol the main heads
of receipts and expenditure. Under the head Land Revenue, what particu-
larly calls for comment is the question ol temporary remission of land
revenue. Hon’ble members are aware that the concessions granted during
the last three years particularly cost Government about 40 lakhs of rupees
each year or about one-eighth of the total revenues of the province from all
sources. This important question engaged the most serious attention of His
Excellency the Governor, who after obtaining reports from districts reviewed
it from all points of view. It was evident that conditions which justified
the grant of concession in the past have altered to a great extent. The
better prices obtained for agricultural produce though counteracted by
a general rise in prices of other necessary commaodities have helped the
agriculturists considerably. At the same time it has olten been questioned
whether the individual ryot benefits more from this remission than he loses
by the resulting inability of the provincial finances to provide adequate
facilities for his general welfare in other ways. Having considered all these
and other aspects of the matter His Excellency came to the conclusion that
it was both justifiable and right to order a substantial reduction in the rate
of remission sanctioned by the previous Ministry and accordingly the rate of
remission during 1942-43 was reduced to bring down the cost of remission
to about 19} lakhs. At the end of the year the matter was to be considered
whether remission on larger pattas should be withdrawn altogether and
remission on smaller pattas be halved with a view to complete withdrawal
in the year 1944-45.

On the assumption of Office by the present Ministry we reconsidered
the matter and found that, although higher prices were obtained for agricul-
tural produce, the difficulties of transport and general war conditions were
making it more difficult for the agriculturists to obtain their necessaries of
life at reasonable prices. We therefore considered that the rates of remis-
sion grantzd were not adequate enough in the current year and we accor-
dingly decided to restore half of the concessions withdrawn by His Excellency
the Governor, subject to the condition, however, that the additional conces-
sions now granted would be available only to those who would pay their
revenues before 31st March, 1943, and on the same condition the concession
in respect of nisf-khiraj estates, which had been withdrawn altogether was
restored. By this it 1s expected that the collection of revenue in the current
year will improve to the extent of about 9 lakhs.

We have already in operation a scheme of buying foodstuffs [rom out-
side the province and making them available to the ryots, thereby keeping
the prices of those commodities at a lower level than could otherwise |ye
reached. We are spending an increasing amount in the ¢ Grow More Food
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Campaign’. We also contemplate a schem{:: of purchase of paddy f:\‘on‘:
cultivators in order {o secure an upward trend in the market or the stocking
of the cultivator’s paddy [()'r sale at a later date when the price is normally
higher, at a small commussion. ~ We exprect that this scheme should e'n:\ble
the ryot to enjoy a bﬂt{‘-l‘ economic advantage than even from the maximum
revenue remission. It is not possible for Government to grant all these
reliefs to the cultivators unless they have sufficient funds to invest for these
purposes. In consideration of the above facts and of the importance of
securing sufficient revenue to meet the various needs for the welfare of the
province, Government have decided that remission of land revenue should
be entirely WIthdra}vn from the year 1943-44,
realise ’ a8 was pointed out in Revenue Department Resolution ¢ that
circumstances over which they have no control or which cannot now be
forescen may make it necessary to modify this decision ’.

Besides the general remission of land revenue relief in the shape of
remission of revenue llqder ordinary rules is also granted in case of pover-
ty or local calamities. The amount’ sanctioned so far in this respect during
the current year is about Rs.12,000 land revenue and R5.1,400 Jocal rates.

To meet the demand for relief in the shape of agricultural loans and
gratuitous relief due to the effects of floods, provisions of Trs.3,51 and Trs.2,01
have been made in the budget. _Though in the present year there were
floods in somc parts of the province, they were, fortunately, not so severe,
as in the past years. “Government have so far granted relief to the extent
of Rs. 72,000 agricultural loans including “seed loans and Rs, 21,000

ratuitous rchcf..-_ : .

Debt Conciliation Boards are now all working with non-official Chair-

men and are dom_gr well. .

Provincial Excise

However ¢ Government

TUnder the head vai]}qial Excise, the estimates show a decrease in the
receipts from country Spirit and  opium. Bookine restrictions both b
railway and steamer companies on liquor consianm%nts .for e ) tr'lIlS}j

ort dif-ﬁ(.:u]th, shortage of Wwaggons and Joca] (?isturbance in S Szllm’ g in
Bihar which led to the closure of the distillery for some timf:n 5 t?'?)gztgj 10
the decrease as regards country spirit. Progress has been Icor}tu t“ T
of a distillery at Mod_arkhat 1n Lakhimpur which is to sy 121’( eii ey Stil ilfllté
province from 1st April 1943 . With a view to make up It)lE):fzslos 'q;f‘ox;evenue
the question of raising the retail price and duty on countr 1 : i in,
the attention of the Gove.rnment. Complete prohibitio i .}plrl 40 en_gagl{llg
entire included and partially excluded areas h 7} Of ‘oprum’ ih lt 9
the rcvcnuc-u?d.cr ganja is anticipated, unless bookinq resttﬂ((::igl' e 5;3
to- e applied in case of import of ganja from Noanden I?{]S?‘Fr(ljpoare
withdrawn. gaon in Rajshahi,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ¢ Orde

. i r, order,
may stoP now and continue after lunch,
e .

The Hon’hle Minister
Adjournmen;.

The Assembly then adjourned for lunch i o

After luneh

Forest
’ : ;
The Horbl i ABDUL Mypoy | enainmumy
iq revenue under F :
Increase 1N lcveglmilwaygr[b]?orESt e bcc.n due to the demands of De-
e SC;-vlceS‘ﬂﬂ rl"'hou T a-ull' JLEAETOUS Kinidg gp timber and other minor
forest ljmduw' ' 81 FUBIBCIsT G VETY severe strain to meet these

p.m.
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demands and others arising out of the present emergency, such as prompt
repairs and improvement of communication, improvisation of a system for
the supply of charcoal for gas producer plants, arrangement of wood fuel to
supplement the supplies of coal, the department is satisfactorily fulfilling
these obligations with its inelastic provincial service cadres and labour
sources. ‘The only increase in the official cadres has been through borrowing
three officers of Provincial Forest Service from Burma and a small number
of subordinates from Burma and other parts of India. This department
like others has Been the victim of attacks on its immovable
property in course of the civil disobedience movement, resulting in the
burning of I[nspection Bungalows, Forest Offices or Beat Houses.

General Administration

The approach of war to Assam has thrown an enormous burden upon
the servants of the Provircial Government, particularly in the form of requi-
sitioning and other work done to assist Defence Forces. This rapid increase
in work comes at the time when the cadres of the Assam Senior and Junior
Civil Services are attenuated owing to the deficiency in recruitment of
recent years and such deficiency cannot be rapidly made up by means
of recruitment, since new recruits take a year or two to learn their work.
The course that Government have taken to meet the demand for officers is
a combination of new recruitment, more or less on a normal basis, employ-
ment of outsiders and promotion and transfer of selected men from subordi-
nate services. A specific case of emergency needs was the provision of camp
staff for the refugee exodus from Burma, when a very sudden demand had
to be met at the shortest notice. Over 30 volunteers were obtained both
from the services and from among non-officials for a very arduous duty and
the Government have to acknowledge with gratitude the readiness with
which the call was met and the satisfactory fulfilment by most of the volun-
teers of their very trying work. It is now apparent that a considerable
expansion of the methods described will be necessary, particularly in view
of the great strain thrown on the Land Records Department by the work of
requisitioning land and buildings for military purposes. Generally speaking
the demand for officers has been and is being fulfilled within the province
but a handful of officers from Burma and other provinces of India has been
borrowed temporarily to reinforce the cadres, mainly in order to-meet speci-
fic purposes in which they would be particularly valuable.

"Amongst the methods adopted by Government for recruitment
was to employ pleaders on a temporary basis mainly for civil
work, thus releasing Extra Assistant Commissioners for executive and
magisterial duties. . This had two purposes, first to provide for immediate
needs without depriving young men of the present generation who are
joining the defence forces in commissioned and other ranks in considerable
numbers of their opportunity to secure posts in the QCivil services after
the war, and second to avoid putting any obstacle in the way of creation
of a separate judicial service, if the Government of the future o decides,
‘The Ministry proposes to resume examination immediately of the question
of separating Executive from Judicial functions.
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Jails

As a result of Givil Disobedience Movement there has been an increased
burden on the accommodation in a number of smaller jails while expensi-
veness of construction stood in the way of expansion. The Jail Department
has been for some time greatly ih need of funds for new construction and for
replacement of kutcha structures. This was illustrated by the escape of
large number of convicts and under-trial prisoners at Habiganj, breaking a
palisade, facilitated by the fact that repairs had been delayed for some
weeks.

Police

Owing to the internal situation of te
in the province and also due to w
been necessary to make considera
Civil Police and al:o in the Crim

nsion and outbreak of lawlessness
ar conditions in the current year, it has
ble increases in both arm-d and unarmed
inal Investigation Department. This has
all been made on a temporary basis and it is certain that a large part of
the cost will be borne by the Central Government. The allocation of charges
is still under correspondence with that Government, Increase in forces was
made none too soon in view of the test to which the violent programme of a
number of Congress lca_ders has subjected the department. As was anticipa-
ed lawlessness once given rein has not stopped at political objects.
Recently its effects had _been observed in the looting of markets which has
occurred in Goalpara district.

I t.  Granting that jai looting had a purely
economic cause in the condition of the people and the action of profiteers,

the interaction of sabotage which by hindering transport makes goods
unobtainable and increases their prices is obvious.

Education

In spite of insistent and pressing demands on the resources of the Govern-
ment from various directions, the progress of education, University, secondary
and primary, has not bf:_en allowc'd to be hindered for lack of finance. On
the contrary, systematic expansion is taking place, compatible with the
available resources. Proylslon has been made for affiliation of the Murari-
chand College in Bengali up to the degree standard and  an amount of
Rs.7,14.1 Ilaf been prow‘ded for a bplamy bui]ding at the Cotton Collcge
Gauhati. To comply with new University regulations provision has been
made for appointment of Science . Teachers in five aided High Schools.
Female education had its share_ i the form of 5 building grant of

T 3 ¢ (=i s
Rs. 8,000 for qulg’alu Girls’ High School, creation of a post of Physical
Inspectress for Girls’ Schools,

and provision for training of :
i : R L) ‘ g ol women teachers
for primary schools in South Lushaj Hills. In (he interest of advancementt

of cducaFiOH ar}xlmnlgat tribal people, higher classes are being opened ipn
Sl High S_C. 00-. T.o Ln(;xblle ‘1‘1cw Madrasas to be brought on the aided
fisnuthe pl‘ovls}?n S?HCUOHF ] d'bﬁ year has heen increased to Rs. 12,000,
Reduced provision however has been made for Magg Literacy Centres.

Medical and Public Health

As in the case of eclucgttlon, there has not been any slackening
of efforts to deal with Duhh_c. health matters. In war to meet the
present war emergency provision has heen made for 30 temporary
Sub-Assistant Surgeons and 3 temporary  Assistant Surgeons.  With
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a view to render medical aid to the people of the backward hill
tracts 3 new regular Medical department dispensaries have been
established—one at Umpanai in Jowai subdivision, one in Baithalangsu
in Nowgong Mikir Hills and one at Bhandari in Naga Halls. = “At -the
same time, a travelling dispensary also has been established in Jowai
subdivision.  Besides these, four necw ?ublic health dispensaries were
opened during the current year. The otal provision of Rs.84,038 for
contribution to the Tuberculosis Association of Assam in the budget of
1941-42 has been converted into a non-recurring grant towards the cost of
construction and equipment of a tuberculosis hospital and clinic at Shill »ng.
The Health Unit at Golaghat for which provision had been made in the
budget was not started as the condition laid down by the Rockfcller
Foundation for provision of complete qualified stafl before the starting of
the Unit was not possible to be fulfilled. Subsequently the representatives
of the Rockfeller Foundation informed us that due-to the war conditions it
was not possible to say definitely if the proposal would be renewed during
the war. For these reasons no provision has been made in the current

year’s budget for this purpose.

Co-operative Movement

Though it is too carly to say that the Co-operative Movemcent is grad-
ually emerging from the trough of depression, it seems as though through
the encircling gloom we can see a ray of light. In pursuance of the
recommendations of a Committee presided over by the Hon’ble Premier
to enquire into the present state of the Co-operative Movement and suggest
remedies for its rehabilitation, Government sanctioned the appointment of 10
Inspectors with necessary staff for better control, supervision and guidance of.
the Co-operative Socicties. The 10 additional Inspectors have been placed in
charge of 10 additional circles created by subdividing the existing circles.
Four of the Inspectors have, in addition to their circle work, been put in
charge of four Central Banks where managing committees have been dissolv. d.
Even where the committees have not been dissolved Inspectors are interesting

themselves more actively than before in the ecfficient management of the

Central Bank. The Department is at present concentrating its attention on
the recovery of assets for which purpose it is reconstituting the managing
committecs of socicties which are in a moribund condition and taking vigo-
rous steps for causing the cases of recalcitrant debtors to be 1‘(_:['(:rrcd to
arbitration and for getting the decrees put promptly into execution  Side
by side with this, enquiries are in progress to a larger extent than before
with a view to weeding out hopeless societies and clearing the ground for
new and better societies to be organised. It is yet too carly to estimate the
results of these efforts but one good effect has already been produced, that is,
that the general run on Central Banks which was imminent has been  stop-
ped, the depositors having in most cases agreed to the refund of their depo-
sits by convenient instalments, and to forego a proportion of interest due to
them. Another good effect which is expected to emerge is an increase in
the collection of Central Banks and primary societies, The scheme that
Government has in contemplation for ensuring better prices to the agricul-
turists for their produce, when materialised, is expected to provide further
stimulus for collection of the co-operative societies.
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Agriculture

Inauguration and vigorous prosecution of the ““Grow More Food Cam-
paign’ are amongst the steps taken up by the Government for  the
production of increased food-stuff within the province, for which a sum of
Trs. 5,65 his been allotted. Arrangements have been made for the purchase
and distribution of seeds of Boro and Sail paddy, pulse crop, potatoes and
vegetables to cultivators and the Seed Storage and distribution scheme is
estimated to cost '175.4,85.  With a view to increasing the yield and bring-
ing fallow land under Cllltl\"zitlun' small irrigation projects are to be under-
taken and Trs.57 have been provided for this purpose.

Civil Defence

As is natural and inevitable under present prevailing conditions, Civil
Defence expenditure shows a considerable increase., It is mainly concerned
with A. R. P. measures though other allied matters such as care of people
rendered homeless and care of refugees are also dealt with, Accurate
budgeting under this head is difficult, so much depending upon many un-
certain and unforescen factors. As the expenditure arises out of war condi-
tions, we have been press ng Government of India to bear a larger propor-
tion of expenditure than is provided under the present All India settlement.
As at present arranged the Province has to bear the whole of the first
10 lgkbs, half of the next ten lakhs, one quarter of the third ten and one-
eight ol the subsequent slahs.—

Supply

The toughest l?r_ublcm that the Government was called upon to face
during the year, arising out of war conditions was the problem of the main-
tenance of supply for the essential commodities of food-stuff, During the
carly part of the year, signs were evident of a general exodus of a class of
merchants from the province, who were Intimately concerned with whole-
sale and 1-ct.znl trade. The ordinary trade channels were disrupted by
transport difficulties. Merchants in the prevailing state of transport into
Assam were afraid of their wagons or consignments taking several months
to arrive and w re not putung in orders that locked up their capital to this
extent, especially as the Calcutta merchants “wanted cash

: 2 A with  orders.
Owing 10 the permit system it was difficult for l

: traders with enr A
tives in Calcutta fo get D & C EOCdSIuoF Calcutta. These uncertain.
ties of rade LO?; l{t'l?nfrtl?m]])? = the Government to tread on the hitherto
untrodden tracr qoomgu ch t}g:a € co.)t\_mlefmal undertakings to prevent a scarcity
e supplYlo "mted ;)n a ;r(ifﬁearll lcE;, 00d-stuff. = Messrs, Shaw Wallace and
Cumpdny,il\;;col (Agents of the Goverr?nizlrfz {;31{’ At?sim? ?Vemmcm of Bengal,
et Ao o S e ™, ol i
(}‘ hese Jgoocls, whep they; arnve n the district, are distributeq in some districts
through thlesalﬁlﬁ g-mﬁé{eﬁ_‘) th_e -S/_RS' and R /Rs. or by Deputy Com-
L soner takmg cc”l\lf lIthl ‘ é €n gwing out to merchants,  Funds were
placed at the disposit O [-IL ; (I)Yc.rnll.]ellt Agents An advance They accept
e l-esponsibiltty for loss ol weig 1; in trans}t al?d Government accept as final,
for accounts purposes, their weight on which Shayy Wallace themselves make
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payment. A cess is imposed to cover the losses in transit, sales on a falling
market, the usual attendant risks of trading and the cost of additional staff.
The amount credited to Shaw Wallace to the end of August was Trs. 31,00,
the value of total despatches to the districts on that date was Trs.19,79 and
amount of balance still with Shaw Wallace in August was Trs. 11,21. This
large balance was due to failure to buy sugar in August and the fact that
they were just. going to buy salt and cloth in large quantities but had not
yet paid. It alse includes advance to suppliers  Up to the end of October
3,43,871 maunds of salt, 43,686 maunds of sugar, 13,074 maunds of ata,
7,012 maunds of flour, 34,861 maunds of dal, 8,470 maunds of gram and
1,446 maunds of mustard oil have been despatched from Calcutta. From
figures so far obtained from the districts about recoveries, it is possible to
surmise that probably there will be no loss in these transactions which may
even result in a small profit.

Apart from arranging for the supply of imgported lood-stufl’ through
Messrs. Shaw Wallace and Coy. Government have undertaken to trade on
their own account in indigenous produce like rice, paddy and mustard oil,
with a view to stabilising prices and ensuring supply. 1t is well-known that
great disparity exists in the prices of rice and paddy between different dis-
tricts. Some districts may be called ‘surplus districts’ where production
exceeds consumption and a surplus is available for export while others fall
into the category of “deficit” districts. While in pre-war days this disparity
adjusted itself through normal trade, present day conditions of dislocation of
transport make it impossible to restore equilibrium, -unless special stepg are
taken to attain this objective. Arrangements have therefore been made for
huying on ‘sovernment account rice, paddy and mustard oil in surplus arcas
and transferring them to ‘deficit arcas’. Messrs. Stecle Bros., who have had
extensive experience of such business in Burma and Malaya, have been
appointed Government Agents for this purpose. The advent of Steele Bros.
as Government buying and sclling Agents had a stcadying effecct on rising
prices, and indirectly forced the hoarders to disgorge the hoarded paddy on
the market.

The Accounts of Steele Brothers® transaction for one month from 15th
September  to 15th October show purchases of over 35,000 mds. of rice,
9,000 mds. of paddy and about 1,500 mds. of mustard oil in surplus areas
and sale of practically the whole amount in deficit areas, yielding to the
Government in cess recoveries Rs.11,552. Arrangements have recently
been made for Steele Brothers to take over the distribution of imported
food-stuff purchased through Shaw Wallace and they have taken over all
stocks in Government hands in Dibrugarh, Jorhat and Gauhati and all that

‘are in transita.

Transport

As I have briefly mentioned in my general survey of the conditions in
the province, the road transport system was greatly dislocated by the sudden
withdrawal of a large number of buses and lorries [rom the road to meet the
military demands and the situation since has further deteriorated. The
heavy demand made on Railways for Military traflic restricted the scope for
meeting civilian requirement. The capacity of the Bengal and Assam Railway
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running through ~Assam was severely taxed to cope with the military traflic
and to add to the difficulties flood damages caused considerable interruption
in the Railway communications. Steamer services, with depleted cargo and
passenger steamers, bore the burden of increased wraffic  Every effort how-
ever is being made by the Local Government to meet an undoubtedly
difficult situation, within the limited resources available to them. A Trans-
port Controller has been appointed to co-ordinate the Central and Provin-
cial demand for civil transport vehicles. The control of the motor transport
in the province will be centralised in the hands of the Transport Controller,
to whom the demands of the Defence Services and central and provincial
departments would be intimated and who will endeavour to make the most
economical and effective use of the vehicles placed at his disposal. Some
vehicles from Ainerica under Lease and Lend Scheme will be available to
the Transport Controller zrnd also those released by the Military authorities.
Under Lease and Lend Scheme it is however obligatory that all motor
vehicles imported for civilian use should be used for  essential purposes
connected with or arising out of the war. A scheme of converting motor
vehicles to producer gas will also be put into operation. :

The Transport Conrroller will have at his disposal' 50 new lorries, of
which 30 willsbe fitted with producer gas plants in case thereis a break-
down in petrol supply. These 50 new lorries and about 168 old ones will
come into the pool. On a rough estimate the new vehicles will cost about
Trs. 3,50! Tl}ﬁ operating cost including staff for a central authority and
a few depots will come to about Trs, 20 a month. The freicht income is
expected to more than repay the running cost and will enable the Govern-
ment to recover the capital outlay in about 18 months’ time. Besides, this
Government can at any tllme recover the monty by selling the lorries to
private enterpriscs. The above estimates may vary substantially but still it
can be said that apart from z}ffordmg the public the much needed transport
facilities, the scheme stands little risk of loss to the Provincial revenues

3 War effort

It may not be out of place to make a reference to the
the province is making towards the prosecution of the war,
of the Assam Regiment have been raised from within  the province t s

estimated that some 50 young men from Assam are serving as King’s Com-

missioned Officers, besides 16 selected for Commissions duripe the past two
months ~ Recruitment for other ranks, chiefly in the Mectﬁanicalp Trans-

its of the Royal Indian Army Servi
ort Units o 'my service Corps, and E i ;
Clorps varics between_33 a.nd 750 in each calender r,nonth Ava:?ha‘ry I?IOI-“;(-:1
an hundt‘fds recruit-d in ti}e technical brancheg The.As‘ 1e1cRaileG<}vsn.
ot omen’s Voluntary Services are working to the full Coitic b ‘Ll)ss
a1 d lady personnel.  In Shillong, hesides the B. strength of the
qy Indian ladies, have started an Indian Ss)d; .RR eIt el
St e 5 S SEIE ers

ln}??chyis functioning Iegu]ally. A.menlllcs are provideq f 16(:1 cation Room{
whiCh = \ssam also.  The two major efforts by €l lor troops in other
parts of As Y Assam’s Civil population that

alar tion are (a' the o . s
articular men ) the constry
deserve P nds and (8) the road and Sitha clion of 33 aerodromes and

: ing grou : o o I Projects. whie 3 ind
L%nci;tb 000 workers .of. th‘:: Izca Industry 35a 1:7\8!'11]}@11 Z;ifm%?gupyll“iﬁi
- mgfwz;ggl Oéi‘r{t:isﬁcgt _}akhs. he 1atest ﬁi;’ill:es for hold-
B pectiv ‘l ) ates and Stamps are Rs.9,12,277 and
Rs.91,183, respectively. 43

contribution that
Two batta*ions
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Before T conclude T consider it my duty to express my grateful thanks
to Mr. Patton anrd the staff of the Iinance Department .who, foregoing
their Puja and Id holidays, worked under great pressure to get the budget
prepared in time. My thanks are also due to Mr. Dennehy, Mr. Mehta,
Mr. Humphrey and Mr. Jones for the valuable assistance I received from

them.

Presentation of certain notifications under section 296 of the Assam
Munjcipal Act, 1923

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Srijut Hirendra Chandra
Chakravarty.

]
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHA U-
DHURI: As he is not present, Sir, I will present the notifications on his
behalf.

Sir, I beg to present the following notifications, under section 296 of the
Assam Municipal Act, 1923 :—

*(7) Notification No.L/MI.-1093/41 dated the 7th Januaryy 1942,

T(ii) Notification No.LL/MIL-1094 /41, dated the 9th January 1942,

+(i17) Notification No.L./ML-99/42/14, dated the 10th June 1942,

$(iv) Notification No.L/ML-185/42/7, dated the 16th June 1942,

9(») Notification No L/ML-203 /42 /44, dated the 19th June 1942,

Election to Bengal and Assam Railway (A. B. Zone) Local Advisory
Committee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi
Sayidur Rahman to move. -

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that this Assembly do elect one member to
the Bengal and Assam Railway (A. B. Zone) Local Advisory Committee in
place of Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjec.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The motion moved is: ¢ That this
Assen®bly do elect one member to the Bengal and Assam Railway (A. B,
Zone) Local Advisory Committee in place of Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee,

(The question was put and declared as carried.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Under rules 1 and 2 of the rules
regarding the procedure which is followed in holding election of members
in the Public Accounts Committee and other Committees I hereby fix 2 to
4 p.m. on Saturday the 14th November for holding the election to the Ben-
gal and Assam Railway (A. B. Zone) Local Advisory Committee. The
voting will be held in the Committee room No.2 between these hours and
the hon. members are requested to ohserve strict secrecy in voting with

utmost care.

*Appendix ““A’’,
tAppendix ¢“B°.
tAppendix “C’’.
$Appendix ¢“D*,
fAppendix <‘E”.
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Election to the Agricultural and Animal Husbanndry Section of the
Advisory Board of Development, Assam

The Hon’ble Khan Sanib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI: Sir, in.the absence of the Hon’ble Premier, I beg to move that
this Assembly do elect one member to the Agricultural and Animal Hus-
bandry Section of the Advisory Board of Development Assam in the vacancy
caused due to one of the Assam Valley members having been appointed as a
member of the Council of Ministers.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER. The motion moved is: ‘¢ That this
Assembly do elect. one member to the Agrigultural
Section of the Adviso y Board of Development, Ass

due to one of the Assam Valley members having
of the Council of Ministers”. '

(The question was put and declared as carried.)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Un
day, the 17th Novem_ber 1942, as the date
for holding the clection to the Agricultur
of the Advisory Board for Development, Assam. The voting will be done

in the Committee Room. No.IT within these hours and the hon. members are
requested to observe strict secrecy in voting with utmost care.

and Animal Husbandry
am in the vacancy caused
been appointed as a member

der the Rules, T hercby fix Tues=

and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. as the hours
al and Animal Husbandry Section

t] . .
Governor’s messages to certain Bills

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I am now placing before the House
three messages from His I-Lxcel_lc.ncy the Governor, under proviso to section
75 of the Government of India Act, 1935, containing the amendments re-
commended by him with regard to the following Bills :—

(1) The Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939.
(2) The Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939,
(3) The Assam Money-Lenders’

(Amendment) Bill, 1937.
The messages are to this effect.

Message to the Chambers of
under SectIOI.l 75, Government
connection with the Goalpara

Bill

The Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Bill,

hoth Chambers of the Assam Legisleture with

the Assam Legislature
of India Act, 1935, in
Tenancy (Amendment)

1939, has been passcd by
; a number of amendments
and has bee’} pf:rslfcmnt[?(I] dto [{he Governor in accordance with section 75
of the G(_jvc”m,self c;bli? (id CE’_I%S_‘ [ have given careful study to the
Bill and find my ged to return it to the Legislature in accordance
Vlith the proviso to the said section with tle rc’qugst ;hw.t bolth ag‘k?'lmbcr“:
Y - ’ a ANna <
congidar ' #€ recommendations [ make

below. M
T : : . ost of these recom-
mendations are concerned with drafting errors in so

made in the parent Act, and are individually expla
a question of pOllCV 1s Involved

are given.

me of the amendments
ined hereafter. Where
> MYy reasons for the recommendation also
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I. In certain instances where new scctions have been introduced by the
Amending Bill in the parent Act, the words *““this Act” have been used to
denote the Amending Bill but when the amendments have found their
place in the parent Act, these words will be read as referring to that Act.
In other places the words ‘‘the Goalpara Tenancy Act, 1929 have been
used, when, since the proposal is to alter the wording of the parent Act, all
that is necessary are the words ““this Act”. Elsewhere the words ““the said
Act’” have been used, when indicating the parent Act, in alterations made
in that Act. Such inaccuracies of wording would lead to consequences
which were never intended, and I recommend therefore :—

(a) That in clause 8, [sub-section (2) of the new section 25], for the
words ‘“‘this Act™, the second time they occur, the words ““the
Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 194 * be substituted

(b) That in clause 8, [sub-sections (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5) of the
new section 25], for the words ‘¢ the Goalpara Tenancy Act,
1929, the words ““this Act’ be substituted.

(¢) That in clause 8, for the proviso to sub-section (6) of the new sec
tion 25, the following be substituted, namely :—

““Provided that, if in the case of such a mortgage subsisting on the
date on which the Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Act,
194, comes into force, the said period has, on the date of
the commencement of the said Act, already expired, the
mortgagor shall, immediately on the commencement of the
said Act, become entitled to possession of the mortgaged hol-
ding ; but he shall not be entitled to, nor shall the
mortgagee be liable for, any compensation in respect of the
mortgagee’s possession from the date of the expiry of the said
period to the date of the commencement of the said Act”.

(d) That in clause 13, (the new section 41A), and clause 30 [the new

® clause  (b) to sub-section (2) of section 84], the words ¢ of
the said Act ” be omitted.

(¢) That in clause 31, for sub-section (1) of the new scction 95A, the

following be substituted, namely :—

“95A. (1) All the provisions of Chapters III, IV, V and VI of this

Act relating to enhancement of rent are hereby suspended for
a period of ten years from the date of the commencement
of the Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 194 *°,

(f) That in clause 31, [clause (b) of sub-section (1) of the new sec-
tion 95B], for the words ¢“the said Act’’, the words ¢‘this Act”
be substituted. ,

II. By clause 5 of the Bill a new section 21A has becp added .where])y a
person entitled to an occupancy holding is given the option to give notice
of transfers made before the Bill becomes an Act. This right however will
be created by the present Bill and should therefore operate only in respect
of transfers made after, and not before, the right has accrued, as is the in-
tention of the other provisions of the Bill. .

1 recommend therefore that clause 5 of the Bill be deleted, with conse-
cuential renumbering of subsequent clauses. i

III. As section 21A is no longer to appear in the Act, the provisions of
clause 10 should be added at the end of section 20 as amended by clause
3, clause 10 should be deleted with consequential renumbering of subse-

uent clauses and clause 3 should end as follows :(— e

sy In this section ‘transferee’ includes the successors in interest of
the transferec : and ‘transfer’ includes bequest but does not include (7)
succession by inheritance, (i) division of tenancies in accordance with
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section 21, (i) leases executed in accordance with the provisions of t]"flS
Act, 7iv) complete usﬁfructua_ry mortgages, (v) simple mortgages_ or mc‘):; t-
gages by conditional sale until a final decree for sale or foreclos_uu? is made.
o (8) In sub-section (4), © purchaser ’ includes the successors in interets of
the purchaser and ‘mortgagee’ includes the successors in interest of the
mortgagee”. 3

I recommend accordingly. . ‘

IV. In clause 12, the addition of certain words to the proviso to section
41 of the parent Act cannot be made optionai, and I recommend that for
the word ““may” the woed “shall’> be substituted.

V. In clause 13, (new section 41 A), to obtain
sion, I recommend that for the words ¢
son’’ be substituted.

VI. By clause 16 of the Bill, section 43 of the parent Act has been dele-
ted, and by clause 15 a new section 42A  has been added, giving the
incidents of tenancy of an under-raiyat who has acquired a limited
right of occupancy under tlt_lc provisions of the new section 41A,
added by clause 13. In sections 79(5) and 98(1)(5) (iv), however,
reference to section 43 has not been expunged bv amendment, the
former dealing with the freedom from ejectment of an under-raiyat refer-
red to in section 43, and the latter to the description of an under-raiyat
in the record of rights.  For section 43 in both these sections, section
42A should be substituted.

I recommend therefore :—

(a) That a new clause 26A be added to the Bill
“26A. In sub-section {5) of secti

uniformity of expres-
a person”, the words ““every per-

as follows :—
on 79 of the said Act for the figure
‘43’, the figure and letter ‘42A° shall be substituted.*?
(6) That a new clause 31A be added to the Bill, as follows :—
“31A. In sub-clause (i2) of clause () of sub-section (1) of section

98 of the said Act, for the figure “43’, the figure and letter
‘42A° shall be substituted.”

VII. In clause 31, I recommend that the words “sub-heading and®
be deleted, as these words are incorrect - the word “sections” incl?ldc:s all
sub-sections ard marginal headings.

This clause adds a new section 95A allowing suspension of enhancement
of rent. Sub-section 2(a), as amended by the Legislature (the words “and
before the date o_f the commencement of this Act”’ have been reproduced
from the sub-section as it stood before amend 1 ent wrongly by. a printing
mistake, and must be considered as expunged) deals with decrees or orders
passed after the predent Amending Bill becomes Yaw, declaring them in-
operative from their dal_'e. till the expiry of the ten years referred to in sub-
section (1). But as this sub-section suspends all the provisions of the
Chapters Cgctl)(;rre‘c(ll fo r—c]a]t;ng 'Lc:‘ (',!lh[lt‘lC(’rJ:](‘llt of rent for that period, no
luntlhacill(:)%rl Ee (c’lle]z:seg‘.lll ¢ passed.  Section 2(a) _is therefore unnecessary,

I recommend therefore that in of
of the new section 95A be deleted
section

NIIT. ].3')’ clause 20 of the Bi_]l, section 57 of the parent Act has been
deleted, which a!lov‘vc‘d damages in a rent Suit in certain cases. Section 147
refers to appeals In §‘1I1_:IS where such damages haye been awarded, and re-
([uircS ameudmellt”m the ‘(:xtcnt of thc; dC]ctiOn of those words. Section 152
défines *¢ arrear and arrear of ;rent »'',¢ including such damages,
and requires similar amendment, i

ause 31, clauge

S o . 2
, and clayge (6) {a) of sub-section (2)

be renumbered as sub-
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I recommend therelore :—
(@) That a new clause 34A be added to the Bi?l, as follows :—
¢ 34A. In section 147 of the said Act, the words and figure ‘or dama-
es under section 57 ’shall be deleted.””
(6) That a new clause 35A be added to the Bill, as follows :—
¢ 35A. In sub-section (¢) of section 152 of the said Act. the words
and figure ¢ or damages awarded in lieu of interest under sec-
tion 57 ° shall be deleted.”

IX. By clause 37 of the Bill, Chapter XII of the parent Act has
been repealed. This consisted of section 170, which provided for the
recovery of arrears of rent under certificate procedure in certain cases. In
section 177, however, the proviso, which lays down conditions under which
the provisions of the repealed Chapter shall apply, has not been deleted,
and as it is no longer operative, it should be deleted.

I recommend therefore :(—

That a new clause 38A be added to the Bill, as follows :(—

“ 38A. In section 177 of the said Act, for the colon after the words
“and the like’ a fullstop shall be substituted, and the Provi-
so shall be deleted.”

In pursuance, therefore, of the provisions of the proviso to section 75 of
the Government of India Act, 1935, 1, Andrew Gourlay Clow, Governor
of Assam, request that the C!lambcrs of the Assam Legislature reconsider
the provisions of the C{oalpam Tenancy (Anﬁ:cvndmcnt). Bill, 1941, cited in
this message and consider the desirability of introducing such amendments
as are hereinbefore recommended. And I hereby appoint the Honourable
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahman to be in charge of the Bill for the

purpose of this message.
GoveERNMENT HOUSE, SHILLONG: )

The 10th of November 1942, J

A.G. CLOW,

Governor of  Assam.

»

The Hon’ble tHe SPEAKE.R: The next message is in regard to the
Sylhet Teenancy (Amendment) Bill.

Message to the Chambers of the Assam Legislature
under section 75, Government of India Act, 1935, in con-
nection with the Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Biil

The Sylhet Tenancy _(Am_endnfmnt) Bill, 1939, has been pdssed by
both Chambers of the chlSIalU{‘? with a numbc.t' of ar_ncndmf:.nts, and has
been prcsgntcd to the Governor in a.ccordancc with section 75 of the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935. I have given careful study to the Bill and find
myself obliged to return it to the Legislature in accordance with the pro-
viso to the said section, with the request that both Chambers consider the
recommendations I m-ake below. Thesq recommendations are designed to
rectify errors in the Bill, and are exp]ameq below.

I. In section 30 of the parent Act, besides the words ¢ the landlord’s
transfer fee *, there also occur the words ““ landlord’s transfer fee * and
« transfer fee . Tt is clearly the intention that the (wo latter expressions
ag iwelll as “:the landlord’s }rans[_'er fee ” should be altered by the
Amending Bill to * the landlord’s registration fee *,
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I recommend therefore :— g
. That for sub-clause {a) of clause 6, the following be substituted, name-
by ¢ (g) In section 30 of the said Act for the words ¢ the landlord’s
transfer fee’ , ¢ landlord’s transfer fee >, or ¢ transfer
fee ’, wherever they occur, the words, © the landlord’s
registration fee ’ shall be substituted .>°
1I. Clause 7 if adopted as it stands will result in the first proviso which
comes after clause (¢) of section 31 of the parent Act being repeated. 'I“‘herc
is also a minor €rror ”of wording in this proviso and the expression * the
landlord’s transfer .fce in the second proviso to section 31 of the parent
Act require alteratmn.’_ I therefore recommend :—
(a) that clause 7 be renumbercd as sub-clause (a) of that clause and
that in the clause as so renumbered :—-

(1) for the words ‘¢ ending with the word greater > at the end
of clause (e), the words ending with the word ¢ holding’
at the end of the first proviso >’ be substituted,

(12) for the words * the clause > in the proviso to section 31 of
the parent Act, the words ¢ this section **> be substituted.

(b) that to the clause as so renumbered the following sub-clause be
added, namely :—

“(b) In the second proviso to section 31 of the said Act for
the words ¢ the landlord’s transfer fee > the words ¢ the
landlord’s registration fee *, shall be substituted ; and
t(h)e existing clause shall be renumbered as sub-clause
Q)

11I. In sections 32’and 35 of the parent Act, besides the words ¢ the
landlord’s transfer fee *’, the words ‘¢ landlord’s transfer fee * also occur.

These should also be altered by the Amending Bill to ¢ the landlord’s regis-
tration fee ’’ ‘ ) :

There is also'a minor draftin
mend therefore :(—

(a) Thathor sub-clause (a) of clause 9, the foll@wir;g be substituted,
namely :— 2

¢« (a) For the words ‘the landlord’
transfer fee °, wherever th
. lord’s registration fee’ shali be substituted”’.

(b) That in sub-cl.ause (¢) of clause 9 for the words and figures < (1)
In sub-section (2) the words > the words and figures “In sub-
section (2) :—(i) The words » be substituted.

(¢) That for c]z_mse 12, the following be substituted, namely :—

“12. In section 35 of the said Act for the words ‘the landlord’s

transfer fee’ or ‘landlord’s transfer fee’, wherever they oc-
cur, the words ‘the landlord’s registration fee’ shall be
Vs substituted?’,

I:V- Sections 33 and 37

g error in sub-clause (¢) of clause 9. I re-
com

s transfer fee’ or ®landlord’s
ey occur, the®words ¢ the land-

of the parent Act require the alteration of

P landl‘}rd,s transfer fee”” to “the landlord’s registration fee’”. I recom-
: theretore : —
mend ) Thata new clause 10 be added to the Bill

in place of the
deleted ‘clause 10) as follows :— (e
«10. In section 33 of the said A
transfer f&e’, wherever
lord’s registration fee’ shall he substituted.”’

'p, ‘'Chat a new clause 14 be added to the Bill (in place of the
b deleted clause 14) as follows :— (in p

ct, for the words ‘the landlord’s
they occur, the words ‘the land-
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““14. In section 37 of the said Act, for the words ‘the landlord’s
transfer fee’, the words ‘the landlord’s registration fee’ shall
be substituted.’

V. In certain places in clause 11 where new sections have been intro-
duced into the parent Act by the Amending Bill, the words ¢ this Act”
have been used, to denote the Amending Bill, but when the amendments
have found their place in the parent Act, these words will be read as refer-
ring to that Act. In other places, the words ““the Sylhet Tenancy Act, 1936 *
have been used, when, since the proposal is to alter the wording of the
parent Act, the words ¢ this Act’” should be used. Elsewhere the words “‘the
said Act” have been used, when indicating the parent Act, in alterations
made in that Act. Such inaccuracies of wording would lead to conse-
quences which were never intended, and I recommend therefore the follow-
ing amendments in clause 11 :—

(a) That in sub-section (2) of the new section 34, at the second
place where the words occur, for the words “ this Act”, the
words ¢ the Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 194 >’ be sub-
stituted .

(b) That in sub-sections (1), (2), (3), (4) and (5) of the new section
34 for the words *‘ the Sylhet Tenancy Act, 1936 ” the words
¢ this Act > be substituted.

(¢) That for the proviso to sub-section (6) ofsthe new section 34, the
following be substituted, namely :(—

¢ Provided that, if in the case of such a mortgage subsisting on
the date on which the Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Act,
194 |, comes into force, the said period has, on the date of
the commencement of the said Act, already expired, the
mortgagor shall, immediately on the commencement of the
said Act, become entitled to possession of the mortgaged
hofding, but he shall not be entitled to, nor shall the mort-
gagee be liable for, any compensation in respect of the mort-
gagee’s possession from the date of the expiry of the said
2 period to the date of the commencement of the said Act.”

VI. As sub-clause (@) of clause 13 has been deleted by the Legislature,
sub-clause (b) will become the whole clause, and should begin with the
words ¢¢ In section 36 of the said Act . I recommend therefore :—

That in clause 13 the word ¢ For ”* be deleted, and the words ¢¢ In
section 36 of the said Act for ”” be inserted before the
words ‘¢ the words and figures.”

VII. In clause 25, the words ‘ sub-heading and * arc incorrect, as
the word ‘¢ sections >’ includes all sub-sections and marginal headings. The
words ‘¢ the said Act > and * this Act” are used to denote the parent
Act and the amending Act but will not convey those meanings when
the amendments find their place in the parent Act; Further, sub-section
9(a) as amended by the Legislature deals with decrees or orders passed
after the present Amending Bill becomes law, declaring them inoperative
from their date till the expiry of the ten years referred to in sub-section
(1). But as that sub-section suspends all the provisions of the Chapters
referred to relating to enhancement of rent for that period no such decree
or order can be [_)assc'd. Secrion 2(a) is therefore superfluous.  Further,
there are no provisions in C_hnpter VI of the parent Act (which deals with
under-raiyats) concerned with enhancement.  The reference to Chapter
VI should therefore be expunged,
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I therefore recommend the following amendments in clause 25:—
"(a) That the words “sub-headings and”’ be deleted. :
(b) That for sub-section (1) of the new section 116A, the following
shall be substituted, namely :— . ;
““All the provisions of Chapters IIT, IV and V of this Act relating
to enhancement of rent are hereby suspended for a period of ten
years from the date of commencement of the Sylhet Tenancy
(Amendment) ACEre10dE 2% ; .
(¢) That clause (a) of sub-section (2) of the new section 116A be dele-
ted, and clause (4) be renumbered as sub-section (2)-
(d) That in the proviso to sub-section (1) of the new section 116B for
the words ““this Act”, the words ¢ the Sylhet Tenancy (Amend-
ment) Act, 194 > be substituted.

(¢) That in sub-section (4) of the new section 116B the words ‘‘of the
said Act” be omitted where they occur for the first time
that for the said words, where th

words ‘‘of this Act”

, and

ey occur for the second time, the
be substituted.

El

In pursuance, therefore, of the provisions of the proviso to section 75
of the Government of India Act, 1935, I, Andrew Gourlay Clow, Governor
of Assam, request that the Chambers of the Assam Legislature reconsider

the provisions of the Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1941, cited in this
message and consider the desirability

of introducing such amendments as
are hereinbefore recommended. And I hereby appoint the Honourable
'Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahman to b in charge of the Bill for
the purpose of this message.

GoverNMENT HOUSE, SHiLLoNG. )

A. G. CLOW,
The 10th of November 1942, } j

Governor of Assam.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :

: I now pl
to the Assam Money-Lenders’ (

ace the message in regard
Amendment) Bil]

Message to the Chambers of the Assam Legislature
: _l'lnder the_ProvlSo to secti

> 1on 75 of the Government of
India Act, 1935, in connection w :

; ith the Assam Money-
Lenders’ (Amendment) Bill

—_—

1. The Assam MOHCY_-Lenders’ (Amendment) Bij 1
Both Chambers of the Legislature and presented tc)) e i by

- me in accordance with
section 75 .Of S 1G BT S okndia Act, 1935, I have given my careful
consideration to the Bill, and feel obliged to return it tq the Legislature
with this message }:inder i PLOYVI-0510 th.at section, with a request that the
Legislature reconst d(?r certain provisions in clause 5 of the Bill, and the de-
sirability of amenaing this ciz}use in the way and for the reasons set forth
.in the following recommendations. All the amendments recommended are
designed to render effective what I understand ' to be the intention of
the Legislature.



36 GOVERNOR’S MESSAGES TO CERTAIN BILLS {12t Nov.

2. Clause (i) of the Explanation to sub-section (1) of the proposed sect-
ion 9 is in my opinion open to three objections.

(i) It embodies a substantive provision, and is, in fact, essential as such
to the declared purposes of the Legislature in passing the Bill. In Miscella-
neous Appeal No. 41 of 1939, Radakisan Jaikisan and others wversus Muni-
cipal (‘ommittee, Khand wa, the Nagpur High Court referred to the opera-
tive portion of a certain Act, Central Provinces and Berar Act No. VIII
of 1938 (The Khandwa .Ginngng and Pressing Cotton Tax Validating Act,
1938), which was contained in the Explanation to section 2 thereof, and
stated that it was well-settled that Explanations can explain but cannot ex-
pand the provisions of an Act. In Execution Second Appeal No. 1 of 1939,
Kishan Singh versus Prem Singh and others, the Lahore High Court, refer-
ring to a certain argument, held that it offended against the principle
that an Explanation does not enlarge the scope of the original section which
it is supposed to explain. 5. sl

With the authority of these decisions, it is probable that the applica-
tion of the provisions of the Explanation now under consideration will
be successfully chz}llenged in the Courts and be thereby rendered infructuous,
and these provisions should therefore be the material for a substantive
clause. : ; . S TE L3

(ii) The actual wording of the Explanation as it stands is, in my opini-
on, obscure, aIt_hough the intention can be undm:stood. A provision aon
thé lines of section 17 of the Orissa Money-Lenders” Act, 1939 (Orissa Act
111 of 1939) would have the advantage of clarity, and such a provision
has been drafted below, a}nd its adoption is recomzpcndcd. :

(iii) The wors:ls ““ this Act > are apparently intended to refer to the

resent Bill when it becomes an Act. But as this Bill is an amending Bill
they will, when inserted n the parent Act, xjef'er to that Act and not
to the amending Act. It is necessary therefore in order to carry out what
ears to have been the intention of the Leg1_slature to substitute for the
aPPdS ¢ this Act *’ references to the present Bill.
Wes 3 The present sub-section (3) of the proposed section 9 in its present
form i.s obscure. There has been no previous referenc_e to a ‘“ subsequent
e ment or instruments »’, and it is not clear what is intended by ‘¢ par-
11-15“1:0 »» guch instruments. The recommendation now offered is inten-
tle:‘»i lely to make the intention of the sub-section clear.
de ZO it recommend thercfore that in clause 5 of the Bill, for that portion
f he. prOPOSCd section 9 commencing with the word ““Explanation® and
of t with the word ““different”, the following be substituted, namely :—
endmg“ Exp[analion.——The term ‘aggregate’ means and includes the amount
already paid amicably or otherwise.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), a usu-
fructuary mortgage, in cases where the loan did not exceed five
hundred rupees in principal, shall, unless discharged previously
be deemed to stand discharged :(— 3

() if the mortgage was exccuted before the commencement of the

Assam Money-Lenders’ (Amendment) Act, 194 after the
expiration of twelve vyears from the date of such execu-
tion, or’

(i) if the mortgage was t.’:Xeliuted af_tc:r the commencement of that

Act, after the expiration of nine years from the date of such
execution. >

(3) In the case of a bond or any other instrument executed for past

liabilities th.e original sum actually advanced shall be considered

as the principal of the loan for the purpose  of sub-section (1),



o 13

1942 GOVERNOR’S MESSAGES TO CERTAIN BILLS 37

(4) The heirs, successors or assigns of a mortgagor shall. have the
same rights under this section as the original mortgagor would
have had, and if by any instrument executed subsquently’ to
the original instrument any property has been substituted for
the property mortgaged by the original instrument, the pro-
visions of this section shall apply to the property so substituted
as if it were the property mortgaged by the original instru-
ment.’’

5. In pursuance therefore of the provisions of the proviso to section 75
of the Government of India Act, 1935, I, Andrew Gour]a_y Clow, GOVCI’:I]()[‘
of Assam, request that the Chambers of the .{-&ssmu Legislature d recqnmd‘_f:r
the provisions of the Assam Money-Lenders’ (Amendment) Bill cited in

this message, and consider the desirability of %ntroducing SHCH e e e
as are hereinbefore recommended.

6. I hereby appoint the Hon’ble Maulavi
incharge of the Assam Money-Lenders’ (Ame
bers for the purpose of this message.

Munawwar Alj to be
ndment) Bill in both Cham-

GoveERNMENT Housg, SHILLONG : A. G. CLOwW,
The 10th of November 1942.

Governor of Assam.

2

Statement by the Hon'ble Speak%r.uﬂ? YR messages to certain
ills

\

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : By the three messages from His Excellenc
the Governor under proviso to section 75 of the Governmer Y

: 1t of Indj.
just read out from the Chair, the amendments recommended by His s

to the Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939, the S}f‘lhetE}'iI(‘:;IlI;r?gy
(Amendment) Bill, 1939, and the Assam Money-Lenders’ (Amendmem) Bill
1937, passed by botl.l the _Houses of the Legislature, are placed Before th’
hon. members for discussion and to be voted upon by them.' Thjs mater ‘}
discussion and voting are to be taken up by the House on the 24th Novemh .
1942. I would therefore like to draw hon. members’ attention to Govern S0
rule 10 relating to such a kind of bu;mess. It would appear from nE orls
that these amendments are to be discussed and voted upon ip the rule
manner as amendments to a Blll? or in such other Way as the o Same
consider most convenient for their consideration by the House, The kl'lnay
members know that the {ksse}n]?!y_f_{ku‘l_‘es do not permit any amendp, .
an amendimet: , And ad T FverBret "COVETTIONS Tl 10, g Laeichlt to
he terms (?I‘ the messages, { eel it necessary to point OUt o the oy, ering,
bers that, 11 dea‘”_lg with t “:Sf(’i amenc_lments, the members ape préc;ngm-
from tabling any further o a.to.these aeHdERTs orprmar: T
gy e e etdering thess ameepn-tat the Bill be referred 1y 5 e
Committee for considering these amendments, or that it be circulated elect
purpose ofieleitg PUI:.}hC St gan e Hon’ble members zre ::)}1; L~
fore, either to accept 011. not to accept the amendments as they are o0 €re-
them. Now, in compliance with Governoy’s rule Lt any of

3 : d ’ vould [j
a‘procedure as to how the discussion and the voting on thege amend
are to be carried on. I have, therefore, decided to follow the  f CRLS

he fol]owing

e
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\/ MENT) BILL, 1941

P I‘OCedure .

Each Bij] would be taken up for consideration separately and the
amendments recommended by His Excellency to it will be first placed before
the Hoyse from the Chair.

- aen  there will be a motion to be moved by the Hon’ble Minister
Abpointed by His Excellency the Governor in the message to be in charge of
the Bill, to the followinz effect, with a speech explaining the reasons for the
Proposed amendments : —

“That the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor and the
amendments proposed by him to be introduced in...... .. Bill and put before
the House from the Chair be considered in detail’’,

In discu*ssing this motion, hon. members will be at liberty to discuss
generally the principles underlying the amendments proposed and also the
desirability or otherwise of introducing these amendments in the Bill. After
such a discussion if the House adopt the motion, then each amendment will
be taken up separately for deciding whether the House would agree to intro-

uce that amendment in the Bill. For that purpose, the Minister-in-charge
would be asked to move each of the ameniments separately with a speech.
€n a debate would follow in which the members, if they like, would dis-
Cuss the amendment to which the motion relates, on its merits. At the close
of the discussion the motion will be put to the vote of the House. In this
way, after all the amendments to a particular clause which has been recom-
mended by His Excellency to berevised arc disposed of, the Chair, after
taking into cousideration the effect of voting on these amendments, would
put to the House the question which would be appropriate for the incor-
poration in the Bill of the amendments which may be acceped by the
House, and such a motion will be in the following form :—

That clause......... of the Bill as amended do form part of the Bill.

Finally after all or any of the amendments are accepted by the House
the Minister-in-charge will be called upon to move that the Bill as amended
be passed.

In dealing with the amendments, they will be ordinarily considered in
the order of the clauses to which they respectively relate,

The amendments are alrcady before the House and the hon. mem-
bers will be able to gather what these amendments really are. Therefore, T
do not think that the hon. members will require any notice of these amend-
ments for the discussion will be taken up on the 24th November 1942,

The next item of business stands in the name of Hon’ble Maulavi
Munawwar Ali. He is ill. He has sent in a letter to me inf'orming that the
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahm?;m will move his motion
and I call upon the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maujavi Sayidur Rahman to
move the motion. ’

The Assam :Land and Revenue Regulation (Amendment) .Bi“; 1941

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYI;DUR RAHMAN: I
beg to move that the Assam Land and Revenue Regulation (Anll'ﬁndment)
Biﬁ, 1941, be taken into consideration. oyt

Hon’ble members will remember that on the 1gt D cember 1941
this Bill was introducec_l_ in thc. {\ssembly by the last Ministry by my then
Colleague, Hon’ble Srijut Rohlnl Kumar Chaudhuy;i, The Bill could not be
taken up for consideration in the Assembly as the Ministry resigned. Now,
the Statement of Objects and Reasons to the Bill explains briefly the necessity
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for amending sections 4 and 69 of the Land and Reveuue Regulation. Sec-
tion 4 of the Land and Revenue Regulation stands thus :—

‘‘Rights over land

4. This Chapter shall apply to all land excep! the following :—
(e) land included in any forest constituted a reserved forest under the
law for the time being in force ;
(b) thesoil of any public road, canal, drain or embankment ;
(¢) land included in any military cantonment or civil station ; or
(d) any land which the Chief Commissioner may, by notification,
. cxcept from the operation of this Chapter.”’
Now, in this proposed amending Bill it is proposed to delete clauses (b)
and (¢) from section 4 of the Assam Land and Revenue Regulation. And
secondly, it is proposed to modify the procedure for attachment and sale
of movables in bakijai cases by amending section 69(2) of the Regulation.
 Section 69(2) reads thus :—

69(2). Every such attachment and sale shall be conducted according
to the law for the time being in force for the attachment and
sale of movable property under a decree of ‘a Civil
Court™. '

Now, this clause (2) we want to amend by adding ‘‘subject to such modi-
fications thereof as may be prescribed by rules framed by the Provincial
Government for proceeding under the Assam Land and Revenue Regulation.”

With 1egard to the omission of clause (6) of section 4, it is
submitted that as the soil of public roads, canals, drains, or embankments
referred to in clause (4) which has been read out Jjust now is excluded from
the operation of Chapter 2 of the Regulation, the Settlement Rules issued
under that Chapter do not apply to that land and .jt has been found that
considerable difficulties have been experienced in dealing with the eviction
of encroac}{qrs on such lands specially in case of roadside lands as any action
that is required to be taken has to be done through the help of the civil
courts.

As regards omission of clause (¢) it is submitted that lands i 1
Military Gantonment referred to in clause (¢) are under the ;O;rtx:cl)?dzg ﬂl:;
Military Authorities and they are specially excluded from the operation of
the Settlement Rules under rule 27 of those rules,

As regards civil stations—the objest in
cult to.understand. It had the effect of barr
and Revenue Regulation from such an area a

viction have to be applied

to- different portions of the same town. As for instance, ;while encroackiaent

within PW‘:ly llln u£11c1gal ardeas can be dealt With under the settlement rules
issued unfiﬁ}" t ? an1 and Revenue Regulation o the Municipal bye-laws,
a civil suit is  the onty rcmlecly against encroachment within civil stations.
So, whatever advan ages there might have been in the old days in forming
civil stations, NORE EXISS now, while on the Contrary it has been a source of
reat inconvenience and there Is absolutely no reason why portions of the
same town should be treated differently. So, these amendments -have been
proposed iﬂ thc LH.Ild and RCVCHUC RegUIation under Section 4, -



-

40 PROTEST RE DELAY IN SENDING PROVISIONAL PRO-
GRAMME OF BUSINESS TO MEMBERS

As regards the second amendment under section 69, the sale is required
to be conducted according to the law for the time being in force for the
attachment and sale of movable properties under the decree of the civil
court. Rule 5 of order XX1I(a) of the Code of Civil Procedure does not
aliow removal of any live-stock from the village without special order of
the court. Now, this creates diffliculty for the Revenue Authority because the
proceclurc in the civil suit is not exactly suitable for Government attachment
and in a civil suit the decree holder takes personal interest. He also bears
the expenditure and to make this arrangement is impossible in revenue
attachments. Therefore a good case for an amendment of section 69(2) of
the Regulation has Leen made out. This is why this amending Bill has
been brought forward. X

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved is that the Assam
Land and Revenue Regulation (Amendment) Bill, 1941, be taken into
consideration.

(After a pau-e)

(The motion was put and adopted.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Consideration of this Bill, clause by
clause, will come up on the 24th November next. So the last day of receiv-

ing notices of amendments is the 20th November 1942 and time is
3 p. M.
Time-table for Demands for Grants

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER : Before we disperse to-day I want to
make a statement with regard to the discussion of the Budget.
The hon. members have by now known the number of days that have been
fixed by His Excellency th= Governor for the Demands for Grants to be
considered by the House. For allotment of time for discussion of cach of the
Demands a time-table has been preparced by me and the copies of that time
_table have been supplied to the leaders of the parties.. 1 would, therefore,
request the leaders of the parties to cxaminc_this time-table and let me know
their objections to the allotment of time, if they have any, by 2 p. M. to-
morrow so that I may make necessary alteration that may be suggested
by them.

Protest r¢ delay in sending Provisional Programme of business
to Members

Mr. A. WHITTAKER: M. Speaker, Sir, I think it is proper to
record my protest about the manner in which the Assembly members’ have
been treated about the notice of the programme of business for the whole
selyion, 1 feel’ very strongly about this because it is extremely difficult now
for the members of my whole group to attend without due notice as many
e engaged in defence projects and have to make special arrangements
for substitutes. Morcover, it takes a good deal of time in getting
here and up to yesterday we had no knowledge of what the programme
was, nor k_nowlcdge of what the last day of the session would be. I
myself having the aivantagq of living in Shillong and through the
courtesy of the Secretary, Legislative Assembly Department, did know it
within 2a reasonable time. But my colleagues living some distance away
have been put to considerable _incon\renience. I think, I am VOiCing
the opinion of most members of this House that in this particular session
we do not seem to have been treated with customary courtesy and con-
sideration at a time namely the 4th  year of the war — when thereis a
far greatcr need for such consideration than any previous session, 14
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I quite appreciate the value of the
protest that has been made by hon. Mr. Whittaker bt I may at once
tell him - that the delay was caused by certain circumstances which are not
under our control.  Certainly this Department is always anxious to furnish
facilities to the members as best as they can; but in preparing the pro-
gramme of business this Department had to meet with certain difficulties
over which it had no control. If the hon. member wants, I may explain
the circumstances by making a statement on any other day and if the
hon. member does not like that such a statement should be made on the
floor of the House, I may ask the Secretary to furnish him in writing

with the reasons why-this delay was caused.

I\@s;- BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: It is better that we also
hear, SIr. o

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Very
on the foor of the House. i

Mr. A WHITTAKER : Thank you, Sir,

.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, we did not know how
many days we had to stay here, we did not know what was the pro-
gramme.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
tion made by Mr. Whittaker,

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :
fully equipped.

good, I shall make a statement

This is practicafly the same objec-

And therefore we were not

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 2 p.u. i : X
o i : 1. on Friday, the 13th No
Shillong,

The 4th December, 1942, A. K. BARUA,

Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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APPENDIX A
" The 7th Fanuary 1942.

No. L./M. L.-1093/41.—In exercisg of the powers conferred by scction
296 of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act I of 1923), the Governor
of Assam is pleased to make the following amendments in rule 6 in Part
IIT of Water Works Rules under the Assam Municipal Act published with
Notification No. 1041-E., dated the 8th March 1924.

Amendment

For the words A fee of Rs. 47 occurring at the beginning of the rule
substitule the following :(—

“Fees at such rates as may be fixed by the Board at a mecting and
approved by the Provincial Government™. :

C. B. G. PAINE,
Secretary to the Govt.
of Assam in the Edn. & L. S.-G. Delis.
APPENDIX <B”
The 9th Fanuary 1942.

No. L./M. L. 1094/41.—In exercise of the powers conferred by section
296(2)(i) of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam  Act I ot 1923), as
subsequently amended, the Governor of Assam is pleased to make the follow-
ing amendment in the rules for the election of members of Municipal Boards
published with Notification No. 656-L. S.-G., dated the 13th February 1937
in supersession of the orders contained in Notification No. 768-L.5.-G., dated
the 23rd February 1939 so far as regards amend ment of rule 53 :—

Amendment

Substitute the following for rule 53 :—

«53. The following rules shall be observed for the prescrvation of elec-
tion papers enumeratad below :— ‘

(i) Preliminary electoral roll in Form A.

(ii) Claims and objections with reference to the preliminary electoral
roll in- Form A. ' '

(iii) Final electoral roll in Form A.

(iv) Nomination paper in Form B.

(v) Voting paper in Form D.
(v1) Election petitions and proceedings and orders of the Judge
thercon. :

The papers in items (i) to (iv) shall be preserved in the office of the
Board : those in item (v) shall be keptin the office of the Board wuntil
destroyed as provided in rule 45: and those in item (vi) shall be preserved
in the office of the Judge.

The papers in items (i), (it), (i) and (vi) shall be destroyed after three
years or as soon as the next general election has been completed : those in
item (o) shall be destroyed as provided in rule 45: and those in item (i) shall
be preserved for twelve years and shall, before deposit in the Board’s oflice,
be duly authenticated by the Magistrate”.

[}

G B, Gl PAINE,
Secrelary lo the Gouvt.
of Assam in the Edn. & L. S.=G. Deplts.
APPENDIX *C”
The 10th Fune 1942. ;
No.LML.99/42/14.—The following forms which the Governor of Assam
is pleased to substitute for forms K and L under rules 48 and 50 respectively
of Appendix A of the Municipal Account Rules published with Notification
No.1041-E., dated the 8th March 1924, are published for general
information :— \
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APPENDIX «“D?* g
: The 16th Fune 1942, 5 Y =
No.LML.185/42/7.—In exercise of the powers conferred by section 296
of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act I' of 1923), as subsequently
amended, the Governor of Assam is pleased to make the following amend-
ments in Form No 1 in Appendix I as introduced by correction slip No. 16
in Part I1I of the Water Works Rules of the Assam Municipal Manual :-—
Add the words *Electrical Equipments,” between the word ‘‘the” and
the word “Engines” in the heading of the Form.
Add the following at the beginning of the Form just below the head-
ing :— : , ;
. Electrical equipments
1. Are the motors clean and dry
ed ?
. Are the commutators (or slip rings) in good order ?
Are the cables in good order ?

and bearings properly lubricat-

-]

Wt

4. Are the safety-carth leads in good order ?
5. What'is the resistance-to-earth of them, in ohms ?
0. What is the insulation-resistance figure of the windings, in Mcg-

chms ?
({) Between windings \(across the conimutator
slip rings) ?
(it) Between commutator se
frame ?
7. Is the switchgear clean and dry ?
8. Arc all fuse-holders in good condition ?

9. Are all contacts clean and in go 'd condition >
10. Are all bushes and sccuring screws
cable-conduit in good order ?

11 Are all safety-carth connections in gond order ?

12. What is the resistance to earth of them, in ohms ?

13. Are the settings of the overload and ;
rect ?

14. What are the “‘settings™ (figures) for eachy'»

15. Are the Electric Meters in good order ?

16. If not when ‘was a report made
Company) ? :

17. What is the dial reading at date of Repery »
18. What was the last Rc({)ort-dmc beabling B3
9: Are the ammeters and voltmeters (if Greaay LT ;
H apparent good order ? (i fitted) working Vand n
20. Are the acrial lines and their poles (

scgments,  or

gments (or slip rings) and the

and handles secure and

no-volt release trips cor-

to  the Lidensee (Supply

LS

ki cxisling) in good order ?
N. PHUKAN,
for Depury Secrelary lo the
«C Oft' of dssam in the Edn.léfyL.S.-G. Deplts.
r\PPLNDIX ] ;
N 20342 BTt e G 3
No:LIME:203/Sjsh Sn Eaticies of the pPowers conferred by section

206(2) (1) of thf: dA:fcun Municipal Act, 1923 (Assata A ol oI s
subsequently amc,nqecl, and in modification of 2 ‘liTotiﬁca[ion No.4360-
L.S =6, dated t_llc..."l'tll October 1936, the Govery gy of Atsam is pleased to
make the following rule lor the division of (he Tezpur Municipality into
wards and for fixing the number of members tq be el b s each ofi such
wards of the said Municipality, OeteEor Hoas



48

APPENDIX ' [12TH Nov-

TEZPUR MUNICIPALITY

The Municipality shall be divided into four wards with the following
boundaries :(—

Number

North—

LEast—A

South—F

of elected members for each ward........ccvvvviivemvnnnnsvnsaien 3.
Warp No.I
The northern boundary of the municipality from the north-

west corner of dag No. 2 .of Tezpur Town, mouza Mohabhairob
to the junction of the northern boundaries of dags Nos 2100
and 2452,

line running along the castern boundaries of dags Nos. 2100,
1398 and 1434 upto the cadastral pillar on the eastern
boundary of dag No. 689 and thence crossing the said dag to
the north-west corner of dag No. 688, thence southern boun-
dary of dag No. 736 and eastern and southern boundaries of
dag No. 737, eastern boundary of dag No. 738 northern,
eastern and southern boundaries of dag No. 744, eastern
boundary of dag No. 2565, northern and eastern boundaries of
dag No. 754 and eastern and southern boundaries of dag
No. 755 to the north-east corner of dag No. 757, thence eastern
boundaries of dags Nos. 2564, 2563 and 530 and thence to the
north-east corner of dag No. 471 and then along eastern
boundaries of dags Nos.471, 759 and 477 to the south-east corner
of dag No. 477 and thence along the northern boundary of dag
No. 473 to the north-east corner of dag No. 473 and thence to
the cadastral pillar at the north-east corner of dag No. 474,
thence along the eastern boundary of that dag and thence
along the eastern boundary of the imaginary line drawn at
right angles to the south-western bcundary of dag No. 474 to
the midstream of the river Brahmaputra.

‘rom the point last mentioned in the mid-stream of the river
Brahmaputra along the mid-stream up the point at right angles
to the imaginary line drawn from the south-west corner of
dag No. 2584 to the mid-stream, viz., mid-stream of the river
Brahmaputra.

West—I'rom the point last mentioned an imaginary line drawn at right

angles to the mid-stream of the river Brahmaputra upto the
south-west corner of dag No. 2584, thence a line running
straight north along the western boundarics of dags Nos. 387,
386, 384, 385, 383, 382, 380, 379, 320, 318, 316, 315, 314. 313,
310, 2412, 309, 2409, 299, 17, 14, 13, 2402, 10, 2404, 9, 6 and
2 of Tezpur Town, mouza Mohabhairob, district Darrang.

Warp No. II.

North—The northern boundary of the Municipality from the junction

of northern boundarics of dags Nos. 2100 and 2452 to the
cadastral pillar at the north-west corner of dag No. 2207.

East—Irom the cadastral pillar at the north-west corner of dag No. 2207

south ward along the castern boundaries of dags Nos. 2179,
1519, 1615, 1049, 1179 and 832 to the south-east corner of
dag No.832, thence along the eastern boundary of the imagina-
ry line drawn at right angles to the south-western boundary
of dag No. 832 to the mid-stream of the river Brahmaputra.

i e
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South—From the point last mentioned in the mid-stream of the river
Brahmaputra along the mid-stream upto the point at right
angles to the imaginary line drawn from the south-west corner
of dag No.474 to the mid-stream, viz., mid-stream of the river
Brahmaputra.

West— From the point last mentioned an imaginary line drawn at right
angles to the midstream of the river Brahmaputra up to the

south-west corner of dag No. 474, and thence along the
eastern boundary of Ward No.I.

Warp No.III.

North and East—Starting irom the north-west corner of dag No.2207
a line running along the eastern boundaries of dags Nos.2151
and 1899 to the point wherce it meets the northern boundary
of dag No.1849, then along the northern and eastern hounda-
ries of dag No.1849, thence along the eastern boundary of dag
No.1800 and across that dag to the north-cast of dag No.116,
thence along the north-eastern boundaries of the said dag and
eastern boundaries of dags Nos.1117 and 1118 to the point
where it meets the north-east corner of dag No.1119, thence
along the eastern and southern boundaries of that dag and the
castern boundary of dags Nos.2398 and 1144 to the point
where it meets the north-west corner of dag No.1227 ; thence
crossing dag No.1144 to the cadastral pillar on the northern
boundary of dag No.1146 and crossing straight the said dag
and dags Nos.2572, 1147 and 2573 to the'poirt where it meets
the north-eastern corner of dag No.1211 and thence along the
eastern boundary of dag No 1211 to the mid-stream of the
river Brahmaputra.

South—From the point last mentioned in the mid-stream of the river
Brahmaputra along the mid-stream upto the point at right
angles to the imaginary line drawn from the south-west corner
of dag No.832 to the mid-stream of the river Brahmaputra.

West—From the point last mentioned an imaginary line drawn at
right angles to the mid-stream of the river Brahmaputra upto

the south-west corner of dag No. 832 and thence along the
eastern boundary of Ward No. II.

WARD No. IV.

North-—From the cadastral pillar at the corner

No. 2207 and
thence along of 1das

r the northern boundary of dag No. 9210 and
eastern boundary of dag No. 2212, thence along the northern
boundary of dag No. 2213, and eastern boundary of dags
Nos. 2213 and 2214, 10 the cadastral pillar at the south-east
corner of dag No. 1908, thence along the castern boundaries of
dags Nos. 1909, 1910, 1912, 1913, upto the cadastral pillar at
the north-east corner of dag No. 2566, thence along the
northern boundaries of dugs Nos. 1863, 1860, thence by the
cast of dag No. 2446 to the cadastral pillar at the north-west
corner of dag No. 1926, thence running along the northern
boundary of dag No. 1926 and the western boundaries of dags
Nos.1924, 1921, 1918, 1917, 1916 and 1915 to the cadastral
pillar at the north of dag No. 1915 of Tezpur Town, thence
along the northern boundaries of dags Nos. 416, 417, 418 and
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419 upto the cadastral pillar on the north of the last mention-
=d dag, thence along the eastern boundaries of dags Nos. 419,
428, 429, 430, 431, 432, 433, 434, 435, 436, 437, 438, 439, 440,
441, 442, 443, 444, 454 (of Barika Chubri) to the cadastral
illar of the Tezpur Town at the south-east corner of dag
No.1951 (Polo field). thence along the southern boundaries of
dags Nos. 1951, 2581, 2580, 2579, 2578, and the eastern
boundary of dag No. 1954 and northern boundaries of dags
Nos. 1979, 1980, 1981, 1982, 2392, across the Nepalipatty
road, and along the eastern boundary of dag No. 2392, and
along the northern edge of Nepalipatty road (dag No. 2215),
upto the cadastral pillar at the junction of Nepalipatty road
and North Trunk road, thence along the north-western boun-
dary of the North Trunk road (dag No. 2247), to the junction
of the North Trunk road and. Mental Hospital road at the
corner of dag No. 2252. ' : P

East—From the point last mentioned a line running along the eastern
and southern boundaries of dag No. 2294 to the cadastral pillar
by the side of the Mental Hospital road and thence along the
eastern boundaries of dags Nos. 2323, 2322, 2324, 2326, 2349,
2350, 2352, 2353, 2354, 2355, 2359 and 2360 and the southern
boundaries of dags Nos. 2360, 2361, 2362 and 2363 and
eastern boundaries of dags Nos. 2334, 2365, 2435, 2436, 2521,
2520, 2366, 2367, and across the Pumping station road to the
_cadastral pillar at the north-cast corner of dag No. 2400,
thence along the eastern boundary of the last named dag to its
south-east corner and thence along the eastern boundary of
the imaginary line drawn at right angles to the south-western

boundary of dag No. 2400 to the mid-stream of the river
Brahmaputra.

south—From the point last mentioned in the mid-stream of the river
Brahmaputra along the mid-stream upto the point at right
angles to the imaginary line drawn from the south-west corner
of dag No. 832 to the mid-stream, viz., mid-stream of the river
Brahmaputra. . ;

West—From the point. last mentioned an imaginary line drawn at
right angles to the mid-stream of the river Brahmaputra up
to the south-west corner of dag No. 832 and thence along the
eastern boundary of Ward No. III.

N. PHUKAN,

Deputy Secretary to the
Govt, of Assam in the Edn. & L.S.-G. Depits.
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