


Proceedings of the Seventh Session of the First Assam Legislative

Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935

Tue Assevmsry assembled in the

Assembly Chamber, Shillong at
11 a.m. on Monday the 18th, March 1940.

Present

The Hon'ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair, the ten
Hon’ble Ministers and 95 members.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(to which oral answers were given)

Newspaper article re ¢ Rukminimohon Madhya Ingrezi Vidyalaya »
Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

*188. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether thelr attention _h;\s been drawn to the article unides
the heading ¢ Rukminimohon Madhya Ingrezi Vidyalaya *
published in ¢ The Janashakti ” dated the 8th November
1939 ?

(b) Whether the sn_.id s‘chool was stm.'ted abqut 14 years back ?

(¢) Why no grant-in-aid has been given to it ? ‘

(d) Whether Government propose to consider its case and S
sufficient grants to it immediately ? g

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replicd :

188. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Yes.

(¢)—No grant could yet be given f01‘ want of funds,
(d)—Yes, if and wl;ell‘llfun;ls .pemn;. ) o
Maulavi MABARAK : Isit a fact that many p,
schools have already received grants-in-aid ? Y newly started
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI K.UMAR CHAUDHURI; e
Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Will Government consider the caS. of thi
schaol in allotting grants from the current year’s Budget ? se of thig

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR] .

to provide this school with some grant because it has beep o I shall try
the last 14 years. =

existence for
Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURJ, Ar
ment aware that no grant has been made either by the Local GBGovern.
by the Government to any of the Middle English schaols in hoard or
Sylhet Subdivision ? SRR I the South
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURY .
that question arise ? HURI:  How does
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Staff of the Weaving Department

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked:

*¥189. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement
showing the names of the Officers of the Weaving Department from Weav-
ing Inspectors down to Weaving Demonstrators with their home districts and
dates of appointments (both temporary or permanent) ?

*¥190. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The principle on which Weaving Demonstrators are appoint-
ed to permanent posts ?

(6) Whether Government recruit Weaving Demonstrators to
permanent posts from among the temporary incumbents

according to seniority ?

(¢) If not, why not ?
#191. Will Government be pleased to state scparately— .
(@) The number of passed students of the Gauhati Weaving

School and the Sylhet Technical (Weaving  Section) Schog]
who have been provided since 1930 ? _
(b) Whether it is a fact that the syllabus in both the institutiong

is the same ? )
(¢) Whether it is afact that in 1936, the Government promised

to recruit Weaving Demonstrators from among the passed
students of the Sylhet Technical School ?
(d) If so, whether it is a fact that Government did not recruit
a single passed pupil of the Sylhet School this year and that
some 3 or 4 recruitments have been made this year ?
#192. Will Government be pleased to state the postings of the Weaving
Demonstrators who have been recruited this year, stating their native dis-

tricts ?
*193, Will Government be pleased to state the number of Assam Valley

Mussalmans and that of the Surma Valley Mussalmans in the Department

separately ?
*194, (a) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of re-

cruiting Mussalmans from each Valley according to population basis ?
(6) If not, why not ?
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :
189.—A statement is laid on the table.

Statement referred to in reply to starred question No. 189

List oF OFFICERS OF THE WEAVING DEPARTMENT WITH THEIR DATE OF
APPOINTMENT

se§a1 Name Designation Date of Home district
o. appointment

WEAVING ASSISTANTS

1 Srijut Raman Behari Nath Weaving Assistant, Syi-
het Party, i #5-10-1920 .

2 Maulavi Golam Rasul Weavin .
g Assistant -11-
Lasker. Cachar Party. nt, 7-11-1921 Cachar.

e e —
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Serial
N( 3.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17
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Name Designation Date of Home district
- appointment
Srijut Nila Kanta Dutta.. Weaving Assistant, 7-11-1921 Sibsagar.
Upper Assam Party.
Srijut Prabhat Ch. Das Weaving Assistant, Lo- 7-11-1921 Goalpara.
wer Assam Party.
WEAVING DEMONSTRATORS (SYLHET PARTY)
Babu Sitangshu Bhusan Weaving Demonstrator, 11-7-1928 Sylhet.
De. Sunamganj.
20-8-1928
Maulavi Md. Khalilullah  Weaving Demonstrator, 21-8-1928 Sylhet.
Svlhet.
Maulavi Md. Habib Ali.. Weaving Demonstrator, 7-4-1930 Cachar.
Maulvibazar.
Srijut Narendra Nath Weaving Demonstrator, 31-7-1922 Sibsagar.
Goswami. Habiganj.
Srijut Bipin Chandra Das ~ Weaving Demonstrator, 12-10-1935 Kamrup.
Karimganj.
Srijut Mahesh Ch... Weaving Demonstrator, 1-8-39 Kamr
Saikia. Sheola. RIBLLDS
WEAVING DEMONSTRATORS (CAcHAR PARTY)
Maulavi Farman Ali Bar- Weaving Demonstrator, 5-7-1925 Cachar.
bhuya. Hailakandi.
Maulavi Tasibur Rahman Weaving Demonstrator, 23-9-1936 Svlhet.
Chaudhury. Sonai. .
Babu Mukta Chand Sinha Weaving Demonstrator, 7-11-1921 Sylhet.
Silchar.
Babu Ramesh Ch. Wecaving Demonstrator, 4-7-1925 Cachar.
Chowdhury. Barkhola.
Babu Surendra Chandra Weaving Demonstrator, 21.7-1922 Cachar.
Dhar. Shillong.
Mr. Benzamin K. Sangma Weaving Demonstrator, 1-6-1937

Haflong, (temporary). Garo Hills.

WEAVING DEMONSTRATORS (UPPER AssaM PArTY)

Srijut Hariprasad Barka-
kati.

Srijut Thanuram Vaisya. .
Maulavi Islamuddin Ah-
med.

Srijut Rajani Kanta Bora

Syed Abdul Khaleque

Weaving Demonstrator, 7-11-1921

Bibpuria, Kamrup.
WeavRiggaI‘)emonstrator, 1-7-1925 Kamrup.
Wea\;i)rillg)rl‘?;;rll_ﬁx‘lstrator, 26-8.1928 Kamrup.
Wealxgi;gggt;r?onstrator, 23-11-1921  Kamrup.
wea\;'.&gm I[))ingonstrator, 26-8-1928 Sibsagar.’
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Serial 1
Nz Name Designation Date of Home district
’ appointment
i “
8 Srijut Janjeswar Dale Weaving Demonstrator, +-8-1939 Lakhimpur.
. N Majuli.
9 Srijut é(nshna' Ch.  Weaving Demonstrator, 19-1-1929 Kamrup.
oswami, Gaurisagar.
WEAVING DEMONSTRATORS (LOWER Assam PARTY) i
20 Srijut Ramesh Ch. Weaving Demonstrator, 7-7+1925 Kamrup.
y Barua. Dudnai.
21 Srijut Jogendra Nath Das Weaving Demonstrator, 29-8-1928 Goalpara.
" Barpeta.
22 Srijut ‘Nabin Chandra Weaving Demonstrator, 15-8-1935 Kamrup.
Sarma. Nalbari.
23 Maulavi Abdul Waheb .. Weaving Demonstrator, 29-6-1937 Goalpara.
Kokrajhar,
24 Maulavi Semiruddin Ah- Weaving Demonstrator, 15-8-1939 Sibsagar.
n.led. Nalbari.
25 Maulavi Mahibuddin Ah- Weaving Demonstrator, 14-12-1924 Sibsagar.
n.led. Mangaldai.
26 Maulavi Md, Golap Ali  Weaving Demonstrator, 1-7-1925 Kamrup.
. Tezpur.
27 Srijut Rabi Ram Brahma Weaving Demonstrator, 9-7-1938 Goalpara.
Tura.
s
Jute WEAVING PARTY
1 Srijut Nabin Chandra Juté Weaving Demons- 1-7-1925 Kamrup.
Dauka. trator (temporary). ‘
DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES
1 Maulavi Gazi Noor Mo- Dyeing Supervisor, 15-11-1935 Tippera.
hammed. Assam.
2 Maulavi Habibuddin Ah- Calico Printing Instruc- Sibsagar.
med. tor.
(T)W.D. 13-8-1935
) (C.P.1.) 23-8-1939
3 Maula\gl'Md, Suleman Dyeing Operator, 4-10-1939 Sibsagar.
r i. e Assam.
4 Srijut Hem Chandra Sai- Printing Operator, 2-11-1936 Darrang.
.. Kkia. . . . Assam. .
5 Srijut Hukum Chand Travelling Canvasser, 19-3-1938 Lakhimpur.
Sonwal. ﬁssam Valley, Gau-
R ati.
6 Maulavi A.S. Md. Sultan Travelling Canvasser, 24-4-1936 Sylhet.
Surma Valley, Ka- !
rimganj.
7 Babu Kandarpa Mohan Manager, Br. Emporium, 30-9-1935 Sylhet.
... Chowdhury. ., Karimganj.,
8 Babu Behari = Charan Salesman, Br. Emporium,  23-7-1935' Sylhet.
Nk tgl?tl_l. _— Karimganj.
riju ajendra Narayan Co-operative Weavin 23.6-1
Medhi, Inspector, Assa,n% il Compara: '}
Masdasi M Al Valley.
10 aulavi Masman i Co-operative Weavin -8- h
Baxbhiints. Tikbactor, Stina g 15-8-1922 Cachar.

Valley.
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The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

190. (a)—The posts of permanent Weaving Demonstrators are filled up
by the best qualified candidates having due regard to representation of
various communities,

(b)—Seniority is not the only criterion for recruitment to perma-
Efficiency is also taken into consideration in all cases.

(¢)—Does not arise.

191. (a)—Government Weaving Institute, Gauhati

nent posts.

13
Surma Valley Technical School, Sylhet 3

()—Yes.

(¢)—Yes. Government have agreed to consider the ¢laims of
passed students of the Surma Valley Technical School, Weaving Section,
when vacancies occur. )

(d)—Yes. Out of the 3 persons appointed during 1938-39,
one belongs to the ¢ Scheduled caste ” one to the ¢ Tribal class* and the
remaining onc is an Assam Valley Mushm, who was appointed in the
vacancy caused by the death of a Muslim Weaving Demonstrator from
Assam  Vallev. There was no candidate from the under-represented
communities, viz., ¢ Tribal class * or ¢ Scheduled Caste ° amongst the passed
students of the Surma Valley Technical School, Sylhet. )

192.—
No. Home district Where posted
(lg } SibSilgﬂl’ éfﬂjuli.
2 Lo aro Hills,
(3) 1 Kamrup s Karimganj.

Npalaid ABDUI})-RA.HNQEAN: May I know why no recruitment was
made from the Sylhet District :
The Hon’ )le Miss MAVIS DUNN: The answer is contained in
reply to 191(d). . .
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :
193.—Assam Valley Muslims 8
Surma Valley Muslims 7
194. —No. . s S e
(a))___Under the existing orders‘ no dlStll’lCthDv is made between
Muslims of the Assam Valley and those of the Surma Valley, ‘
Re Speeches delivered b’z’ Lfga%“edi\'h;{mbers to encourage the
. . ts to enter into the Reserves, Lj
tmmigrants closed villages » Lines and

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked :

#195. Is it a fact that meetings were held at villages— Paihas; o}
Bhokuamari, Charcharia and in many other villages in the Jé’aggz’:n:i%:
division where speeches were delivered by the League Members to en-
courage the immigrants to enter imto the Reserves, Lines and alosed
villages by thousands ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

195.—The Government have no information but are making en-
quirics,
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Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Are Government aware that

some of these people have confessed before the Magistrate that they were so

instigated by the Muslim League members ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : No.
Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Were any statements of con-

fession made before the Magistrate ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :

Government are not aware of that.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Will Government kindly make
an inquiry ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Yes,
an enquiry will be made.

196 standing in the name of Rev. L Gatphoh

(Starred question No. )
answered as the questioner was absent)

was not put and

vertisements made by the Assam Public

Publication of ad
Commission in the Newspapers

Service

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA asked:

#197. Are Government awarc that advertisements made by the Assam
Public Service Commission for Government posts appear successively jp
three issues of the Assam Gazette whereas these advertiscments appear  in ope
single issue of the newspapers of the province to which such advertisemeng

are sent ? . )
*198. Are Government aware that asa result of this advertisement i

one single issue of the newspapers, candidates do not get full knowlcdgc

of posts available for them ?
*¥199. Do Government propose to advertise in three successive issues of

the newspapers such advertiscments in the interest of public service ?

Government, for that purpose, propose to placc more money

*200. Do
at the disposal of the Public Service Commission for such advertjge.
ments ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

197.—Yes.

198.—Government do not believe that the existence of vacancies gocs
unknown. They have received no complaints on this point.
199.—Government propose to consider the whole question and evolve

general principles.
200.—Government will consider the suggestion, if finances allow, and

more expenditure is found necessary on a proper review of the present
practice.

Newspaper article r¢ allegations against the Superintendent of
: Assam Govern-ment Press

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED asked :

*201. (a) Are Government aware of various all i i

s t
present Superintendent of Assam Government Press pub?igsiégnsina%ﬁ:ensg ;};:;
G/zromffe of t‘f‘le 4!:h Septemb.er 1939 under the caption ‘“Darkness belowythe
Lamp” and ‘“Serious allegations against Press Superintendent” ?
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(b) Tf the reply to the above question is in the affirmative, what
actions do Government propose to take against such an officer ? )
#202. (a) Is it a fact that the Retrenchment Committee is unanimous
in their opinion for retrenching the post of the Superintendent of Press ?
) (b) 1f so, when Government propose to give effect to the aboli-
tion of this post ?
(¢) If not, why not ?
*203. Will Government be pleased to state whether the post of the
Superintendent of Government Press is a special post or a provincial ppst ?
*204. (a) Are Government aware of constant allegations and series of

resolutions against the Superintendent of Government Press by the Assam

Government Press Industrial Employees’ Association ?
(b) 1If so, what action has been taken against this officer ?
(¢) If not, why not ?
¥905. Is it a fact that the Superintendent of Press strongly protested
against the formation of an Association amongst the employees of the
Government Press on the plea that the majority of the employees are not
in favour of an Association but in favour of forming 2 Work Committee ?

*206. Is it a fact that Government ultimately had to decide the matter
by a secret ballot ?

*207. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether they receive certain memorials from the Press em-
ployees from time to time for harassing them by the Press
Superintendent ?

(b) If so, what action do Government propose to take against
the officer concerned ?

*208. Will Government be pleased to state the general educational
qualification of the present Superintendent of the Government Press after
duly verifying his certificates in original ?

~*209. Is it a fact that in all other Government Presses in India the
distributors in the Press are in the rank of inferior service and those of the
compositors in the rank of superior service ?

%910, Will Government be pleased to state when the posts of the Dis-
tributors were abolished in the Assam Government Press and how the works
of those Distributors are now carried on ?

*211. (a) Is it a fact that the compositors of the Assam Government
ress submitted memorials to Government times without number, for
forcing them, by the Superintendent to do the double functions of Dis.
tributor and Compositor ?

(b) If so, what action do Government propose to take against

the officer concerned for utilising the superior Government servants for
works meant for inferior servants ?

The Hom’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

201. (a)—Government have seen these articles.
(b)—Government enquired into the allegations and found that
they had no substance deserving any sort of action.
tMaulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : May I know who is that officer
who made the inquiry ? .
1+The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I want

notice of that question. I do not know exactly which officer enquired into
that.

1Speech not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister or member concerned,
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TMaulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Is it not a fact that the
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge visited the Government Press and enquired into
these allegations ?

1The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 visited
the Government Press not in this connection but in order to Iind out whether
there is room for the location of the office of the Association for which the

Association applied.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know whether any
other Hon’ble Minister accompained the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 do not
remember.

tMaulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Maypl request the Hon’ble
Minister to enquire personally into these allegations :

tThe Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: sIha]]

consider that suggestion.

Msx. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Isitnota fact that the Hon’ble Mr.
Chaudhuri ‘made some allegations against this officer before 1937 when
he was not a Minister ?

+The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: How does
it arise ?

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Does the Hon’ble Minister hold the
same view now ?

+The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: This is
of recent occurrence and has nothing to do with that.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

202. (a)—The recommendations of the Retrenchment Committee on
the expenditure under the head of the Government Press will he examined
by the present Government after the Assembly Session.

(b) and (¢)—Do not arise.

203.—A specialist post.

204. (a)—Government haye received adyance copies of certain resolu-
tions which will be examined when receiyed through the proper channel.

(b) and (¢)—Do not arise.

fMaulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May I inform the Govern-
ment that the copies were sent through the proper channel but the Superin-
tendent of the Press refused to forward it to Government ?

a3

T Speech not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister or member concerned.
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iThe Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Sir, I
shall inquire into this. When any advance copy is sent to me, generally I
always ask that the file should be sent to me as carly as possible.

TMaulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Sir, may I inform the Govern-
ment that the Superintendent of the Press has refused to forward the resolu-
tons to  Government which were sent by the Secretary of the Association ?

{The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI ; Sir, I shall

enquire if this is a fact,

TMaulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Sir, with regard to question
No. 204(a), may I know what proper channel is necessary ? Should it
come through the Superintendent of the Press ?

tThe Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, it
should come through the Superintendent of the Press.

TMaulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May we know what action
overnment will take for his refusal to forward it to Government ?

TThe Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The

Superintendent will have to send it to Government.

TMaulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Sir, will Government find

out the reasons as to why the Superintendent did not send it to Govern-
m:nt ?

TThe Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, the
petitioner should not be prejudiced in any way because, as I have received
advanced copies I have already asked the office to expedite the sending of
pctition as early as possible.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

205.—No. The Superintendent had propounded the idea of having a
Works Committee, as is established in the Government of India Presses
and in many highly organised industrial institutions. Such a committee
can function uscfully whether therels or 1s not a Trade Union.

M i JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May I know, Sir, whic;h was
formZd ;‘:ﬁ:l_‘l,hcther the Trade Union or the Works Committee ?

t CThe Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I want
notice of that question, Sir, because Ehe Works Committee and the Trade
Union were established before iy time.

tMaulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May I inform the Govern-
ment that the Trade Union was formed earlier and the Works Committee
was established later ?

+The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have

no reason to doubt the statement of the hon. member.

TSpeech not corrected by the hon. member or Minister concerned,
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The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied -
206.—Government directed the taking of a secret ballot on the question

whether there should be a Works Committee. )
fMaulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : May I know, Sir, why Govern-
ment allowed this secret ballot method to be taken ?
, TThe Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDIIUBIZ Sir, the
hon. member ought to know the value of secret ballot and possibly that was
the reason why Government asked that secret ballot should be t:z_kr:n.
tMaulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Sir, my question 18 that why
Government directed that secret ballot should be taken. There must be
disagreement between these two— the Trade Union and the Works Com-

mittee.
member is arguing the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon.
question. )
tMaulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED I want, Sir, to know why secret
ballot was allowed ? . , .
+The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon ble Minister has already
the value of secret ballot,

ught to know
NI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

time receive complaintg of
ssment.
ded on its merits and Goverp.

replied that the hon. member O

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHI
207. (a)—Govern ment from time to
grievance, which so metimes allege such hara
(b)—Each complaint will be deci
ment will take such action as they deem fit.
tBabu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA:  What do  Government
understand by the question <“whether they received certain memorials  from
the Press employees from time to time for harassing them by the Press
Superintzndent’’? s
1The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Does this
question need my reply, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Government has understood the ques-

tion and the reply has been given.
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

208.—The Supcrintendcnt left the general for a technical line of educa-
tion shortly after admission to the Collegiate Course, as Government under-
stand. He therefore holds no certificate for the Collegiate Course.
tMaulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May I know, Sir, whether
the Superintendent has got any certificate ?
. +The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, my
information is that he passed the Matriculation Examination only. ’
tMaulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May I know, Sir, whether
he produced the Matriculation certificate to the Government ?
1The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: He might
have Ii\r;duccd. when he was originally appointed. 5
certigca t;:;ulsai;rl? JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May I have a copy of the
1The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUM : i
enquire about this. I may tell the hon. memjlzeRrs SliltAhIejD:I(IiJRI i e
Intermfclhattilcourse and I wanted to see the certificate buta1 t}fgrt(l:eftaitﬁecg:(r:
was not locally availabl i i X
did not actua%lly ;as??hcee}r;(ie??nég?:tléycIm(l:?Srg ¢ to know that the gentleman

1Speech not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister or membes concerned,
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CYT e v v . 5 1 t
TMr. NABA KUMAR DATTA : Sir, Government just now sttud thai.s
this post is for a specialist.  Nay 1 enquire what special qualification
nccessary for 2 man to hold the post of the SL‘l,(\l-i|11g~11L1Lfllt iy

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That question does not arise.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

209.—Yes. .

210.—The Distributors’ posts were abolished from the 1st April 1937 as
a measure of economy and the distribution work so far as it is St‘il,l nt?ccssal")’
is shared by the (Torxmc)silnrs. the bulk being done by the ten junior most
men. . .

211. (a)—Government have had various representations which are
under consideration. .

(b)—The question is not understood. The Superintendent has

only carried out the orders of Government.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(to which answers were laid on the table)
Settlement of waste land in Nowgong district with the immigrants

Babu BALARAM SIRCAR asked :

186. (a) Are Government aware of the fact that some 48 families of the
scheduled caste immigrants from Sylhet are living in the village of Bharakuri
pargana in the district of Nowgong under the Police Station Chamkuri ?. ]

(b) If so, are Government aware that out of these 48 families,
about 36 families are landless ?

187. Are Government aware of the fact that on the southern side of this
village a vast waste land has been kept reserved by the Government under
Dags Nos. 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 22, 23, 24 and 25 in Chalchal Mauza,
Ahamordoba No. 482 ?

188. Are Government aware that the landless people mentioned in
Question No.186 (b) above applied for the settlement of some plots from
those above mentioned Dags in the month of January 1938 and sometimes
after also ?

189. (a) Isita fact that Government now propose to settle the reserved
land mentioned in question No.187 above ?

(b) If so, do Government propose to settle the Dags Nos. 10, 12,
13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 22, 23, 24 and 25 to those landless applicants mentioned

in question No.186 (b)) above who applied previously and have applied
recently also ?

tSpeech not corrected by the hon, member,
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

186. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Only about 26 families are reported to be landless.

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS : Sir, with regard to question No. 186(%),
the reply is that only about 26 families are reported to be landless. Do
“overnment propose to settle lands with those landless people ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The
problem of the landless people is a big one and the Government are trying
to find out some solution.

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS: May I know, Sir, when it will be con-

sidered.
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: It

will be considered very soon.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHAMAN
replied :
The area is 414 bighas, 1 katha and 12 lessas.
Some people applied for settlement of some of the langs
in these Dags. The grazing ground cannot however be thrown open fo,
settlement in the interest of the local people, until the whole question of
throwing open for settlement, reserves in excess of requirements is settled,

189. (a)—There is no such proposal.
(b)—The question does not arise.

187.—Yes.
188.—Yes.

Double collection of grazing tax from the Nepali graziers of ¢ Com-
pany-Tapu ** and Kajiranga game reserves in the districts of

Darrang and Nowgong
Srijut MAHADEV SARMA asked :

190. Are Government aware of the double collection of grazing tax
from the Nepali graziers of ‘“ Company-Tapu > and ¢ Kajiranga ’ game
reserves in the districts of Darrang and Nowgong ?

191. Are Government aware of orders of externment issued by district
authorities of Darrang against one Bombahadur Karki, a grazier of Bihaguri
mauza and several other graziers ?

192. Are Government aware that the representations of the Nepali
graziers of Darrang and Nowgong as regards this harassments by double
taxation have been neglected by the district authorities ? ;

grazile?‘g."’ (¢) Did Government receive any representation from those
(0) Ifso, what action has been taken by Government in the
matter ? . : .

rT(ile Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied : \

190.—Graziers of Com ) ‘

: pany-Tapu ” take out grazin ermits from
thc'I{(iaZ?i}?ga e B oy authority for some of 4g;heir gca?tle for some
DeIOC O et Pt as the graziers with their khutis live within the
Darrang district, they are assessed to grazing tax by the grazing staff of the

E— R Je—
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district on refusal by the graziers to show permits. LThe matter is however
receiving carctul consideration of the local officers to make out a \\'Ol‘kﬂ_ble
solution of the situation. Concealed cattle are also liable to double taxation
under the Rules.

191.--Owing to overcrowding of graziers in the pmfcssiml.ﬁl grazing
reserves notices have been issued to the habitual defaulters of grazing tax to
leave Darrang district.

_ Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : Are Government aware that these gra-
ziers on whom notices have been served to leave the district are in the same
grazing reserves lor the last 20 years, if not more ?

| S:I.‘he Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: May
,)C’ ) § g2

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : In view of that these graziers are there
for the last 20 years, will Government be pleased to take action so that they
may be allowed to remain there at least for one year more ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The
report is that they are the habitual defaulters and therefore they have been
served with notices for eviction.

Srijut MAHADEYV SARMA : Is it a fact that these defaulters had to
pay double tax under the grazing rules ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
Government are not aware of that, Sir.

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : Is it not a fact that the defaulters had
to pay double tax under the grazing rules ?

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
Government are not aware of that.

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : Isit not a fact that they have to pay
penalty if they default in paying their grazing dues ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Yes,

ir.

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : Do Government consider it desirable
that they should be asked to vacate over and above paying the penalties ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
They have been asked to vacate the place in the interest of the other gra-
ziers there as there is over crowding. .

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA: What was the time allowed to them to
leave the district ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : The
notice was issued on the 30th November, 1939 and they were asked to leave
the district by the 1st March, 1940.

Srijut MAHADEV sAR(li\'IAél Naa}’ I know under what provision the
order of externment was issued and under whose sanction ?

The Hon’ble Khan B.al.laduf‘ Maulavi SAIYDUR RAHMAN: It
was issued for efficient administration of the district.
‘ Srijut MAHADEV SARMA :  Are there no other grazing reserves in
the district so that they may be allowed to avail themselves of those reser-
ves ?

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
There may be some other reserves, but the Deputy Commissioner thought
that they should go out from the district as they are habitua] defaulters.
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

192.—No. As stated in the reply to question No.191 above, the matter
is receiving careful consideration of the local officers. It is reported that
care is always taken to cancel such double assessment, if any, after due
enquiries which however often take time and steps have already  been taken
to regularise matters in this respect to the advantage of all concerned. In
Nowgong district alone, an assessment of tax and penalty to the extent of
Rs. 5,142 has been cancelled very recently after verification. i

193. (a)—Government received a representation from the graziers of
¢ Company Tapu .

(b)—It was forwarded to the Co mmissioner of Divisions for
immediate disposal as he has the general control and revisionary powers in
all matters relating to grazing. .

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : In view of the hardship of these gra-
ziers, will Government consider the order passed by the Deputy Com mis-
sioner and allow them to remain in the district ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The
last representation of these graziers has been sent to the Commissioner for
report and the matter will be considered on receipt of the said report.

Total number of Muhammadan Deputy Inspectors of Schools in the
Assam Valley Districts for the years 1915, 1930 and 1940

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI asked:

194. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The total number of Muhammadan Deputy Inspectors of
Schools in the Assam Valley Districts in the years 1915, 1930
and 1940 respectively ?

(b) Whether it is a fact that a representation has been submitted

from Nowgong for special Muhammadan Deputy Inspector
of Schools ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

194, (2)—1915 4
1930 3
1940 . 3

(b)—No such representation has been received.

Raj Commercial College, Karimganj

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

195. (@), Aﬁgp(gg;i;ngg:n aware that the Raj Commercial Collegg,
rimgand; 5 ercial educations in typewritin horthan
Kiountancy’ tel{:grapgly, etc., to the une mployed you)tllll)s ? g s s

() IIS i :‘ntsa'cnt tgat lzn any I?OYS having passed from that institution
received employm i anks, private firms and under the Railway

e D
orltles . .
auth (©) Is it a fact that the said in

. d a grant-in-aid ?
nition an 5
recog d) Ifso, do Governme

g to their prayer ?

stitution has applied for Government

nt propose to consider the questions of

accedin

e ey I
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The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

195. (a)—Yes, except telegraphy.
(6)—Government have no information.
(¢)—Yes.
(d)—The question is pending the visit of the College by the
Director of Public Instruction.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Will Government be pleased
to see that the recognition and grant-in-aid are sanctioned at an early date,
say within the next financial year ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That will
depend, Sir, on the report which I receive from the Director of Public Inse
truction.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: What I intended was that the
matter should be disposed of at an early date.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I shall sce
to that. .

Number of High Madrassa passed students serving in the Public
Health Department and District Offices in Sylhet

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked:

196. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The number of High Madrassa passed students serving in  the
Public Health Department, Assam, 1n the clerical and
Vaccination Inspecting staft ?

() The number of High Madrassa passed students serving in the
Office of the Deputy Commissioner, _Sylhct, the District
Judge, Sylhet, the Superintendent of Police, Sy_‘ll.lc-t and the
Inspector of Schools, Surma Valley and Hill Division ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
’ —Nil.
190 (Z))—génc in the offices of the District Judge, Superintendent of

Police and the Inspector of Schools at Sylhet. As for the Ofﬁce. of the
Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, in the absence of any record showing the
educational qualifications of clerks employed in the past it is not possible to
say if any such candidate was appointzd. .

*Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : May I knoyv, Sir, what is the
standard of English taught in the High English Madrassa ¥

*The Homn’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULYJ, A s
Does it arise, Sir ? Anyhow I may answer that it is the standard of the
Matriculation Examination.

*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Do Government consider that
the High Madrassa passed boys are fit for clerkships in the offices of the
Superintendent of Police, Deputy Commissioner, District judge and the
Public Works Department ?

*The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
They are considered equivalent to Matriculates and the Government circular
is already there.

* Speech not corrected by the hon, member or Minister,
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*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Will Government give further instruc-
tions to the authorities that in future such candidates should be given
preference ?

*Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : May I know, Sir,
the date of the circular which, it appears, is more honoured in the breach
than in the observance ?

*The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

The question is full of innuendoes.

Payment of fees to Sub-Registrars on commission basis

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

197. Is it a fact that a sum of Rs.85 is paid to the Sub-Registrars in
rural offices for registration of every 125 documents :

198. Is it a fact that the Sub-Registrars have to pay }l()l:lSL’ rent, salary
of a clerk, remuneration of extra copyists and furniture, cLc., from this sum
of Rs.85 ?

199. Ts it a fact that the copying
taken away by Government along with

200. TIs it a fact that the copyists arc to be
every page of the documents ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

fees realised from the parties ape
Registration fees ?
paid a fixed amount per

ently refers to Sul)-R(:gi.strara appointed on the
commission basis and the reply is that they arc paid on a sliding scale.
When the number of documents exceeds 80 but does not nc;xcccd 125 ina
month, the amount paid is Rs.70'and when 1t cxccc-cllf. 125 but does not
exceed 170, a sum of Rs. 85 is paid. For further details the l}on. member’s
attention is drawn to rule 50(5) at page 132 of the Registration Manual.

198.—Yes.
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Do Government know that when

there are documents having a considerable number of .folios, the Sub-
Registrars get almost nothing after paying the remuneration of copyists,
salary of clerk, pay of peon and house rent, ctc.

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: We have no information with
regard to that.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Will Government please enquire ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Will it not be going too far, Sir, namely to enquire into the budget of the
Sub-Registrar ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

197. The question appar

199.—Yes.

_ 200.—Government have no information as to how the copyists enter-
tained by the commissioned Sub-Registrars are paid. : ~ :

*Speech not corrected by the hon. member.
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Surma Valley Technical School, Sylhet
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:
201. (a) Is it a fact tl

who pass the final
Sylhet ?

1t at present certificates are issued to sgu?cnis
Examination from the Surma Valley Technical School,
() If so, do Government propose to issue Diplomas instead of cer-
tificate ? 7
tl']w ])u {
in the Surma Vall
(d) Do
opening a cl

sOvern ment propose to open Tanning and Survey classes
¢y Technical Sl‘i\l\«.‘l, 3'_\‘“1(‘( ?

Government propose also to consider the OSSIblllt};Of
ass for teaching clectricity in the aforesaid Technical School

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :
201. (a)—Yes

(6) —No.
((‘\P-~ 'N().
(d)—Government have approved of the revised curriculum which

provides for training in clectricity but they have not as yet appointed
any stafl and the question will be considered in due course.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : With reference to (8), may I
know, Sir, why diplomas are not issued in place of certificates ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : Because the standard is not high
enough, Sir.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA :
in the negative, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : We ha

et, Sir.

# Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Do Government re
opening of the tanning and survey classes would add to the
institution ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: Yes, Sir,

Why is the answer to question (c)
ve no scheme for that as

alise that the
usefulness of the

Re dispute between the landlords of Bhatipara and

their tenants
and Bhatipara Bil-looting cases

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

202. Is it a fact that the Hon’ble Premier with the Hon’ble Revenye
Minister and the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of ILoca] Self-Government
Department recently went to Sunamganj for the purpose of effecting a com-
: : : dlords of Bhatipara and their 2
promise between the landlor para and their tenants ?

203. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) If there was any compromise made ?

(b) If so, v\gllp Government be pleased to state how far it has deve-
loped o

(¢) Is it a fact that there was a question of sending two Magistrates

to enquire and suggest the final proposals for a compro-
mise ? ' L

(d) If so, will Government be p

leased to state if any Magistrates
have since been sent ? :
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204. (a) Is it a fact that a section of the Armed Police has been sent to
Bhatlpara ?
(6) If so, why ? N
(¢) Is it a fact that these Forces have been requisitioned by the
landlords for protecting their fishery mahals from being looted by the
tenants ?
2,05- (a) Will Government be pleased to state the number of Bil-looting
cases in the Bhatipara area from December 1939 upto the present time ?
(b) Are Government aware that a case of Bil-looting instituted by
the landlords in the dry season last year, was dismissed 1n the Sunamganj
Court ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :
202.—The two Hon’ble Ministers went to Sunamganj to study the
he views of the landlords and tenants. They
ders and discussed the demands of the

agrarian movement and to hear t
em in which one proprictor of Bhatipara

received a deputation of land hol
tenants with representatives of th
wa sent. :

* Babu ARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : Is it also part

Babu DAKSHIN :
of the function of the Minister for Local Self-Government to deal with

agrarian affairs ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD .SAADULLA : As
the responsibility of the Ministers is joint, I think, Sir, it is the duty of every
Minister to try and settle if there be any dispute between a landlord and

tenant.
Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Was there

any special reason for that ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No,

Sir.
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Is it true, Sir, that the agrarian

problem is no agrarian problem but relates to title of certain lands ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It
is really an agrarian dispute regarding certain Abwabs. The question of
encroachment came in as a subsidiary one, during discussion.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Is it a fact that one hon. member
of this House is involved in such a dispute ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That does not arise.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied :
203. (a)&(b)—The Hon’ble Ministers did not go there to effect any
compromise. They, however, advised after hearing both sides that the dis-
pute be settled. They have no knowledge how the matter stands at
present.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Has the Hon’ble Minister received
a letter from the Secretary, Betal Krishak Samity, posted from Sunamganj in
the first week of February ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have not received that. .

Babu KA,RUNA SINDHU ROY : Will the Hon’ble Premier enquire ?

__ The Hon’ble Maulavi Sajyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I

will enquire ; may be the letter is with my Hon’ble friend, the Revenue
Minister, it it was addressed to him.
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied :

(¢)&(d)—There was no question of sending two Magistrates for
effecting a compromise. The representatives of tenants stated that the
landlords had encroached upon their holdings ar.d have converted parts of
their lands into fisheries by bunding. This was denied by the proprietor
Present.  The Hon’ble Ministers enquired if the parties will accept a finding
by a Magistrate who will enquire locally. The landlord expressed his willing-
ness to abide by such a finding, while the tenants’ representatives express-
ed inability to commit without consulting their association, but intimated
that will be done and the result communicated to Government. Up till now,
No such communication has reached Government from the tenants and so
no Magistrate has been deputed.

204. (a)—Not in the present financial year, so far as Government are
Aware.  An enquiry has been made.
(6) & (¢)—Do not arise.

205. (a)&(b)—Information is not available, but particulars have been
asked for from the Superintendent of Police, Sylhet.

Number of clerks in the Upper Division Grade in the office of
the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked :

205. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The number of clerks in each grade of the Upper Division
under the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet ?

(b) How many of them are Hindus, and how T
madans ?

(¢) How these posts are filled up ? . |

(d) Do Government propose to make direct recruitment to these
posts for making up the communal percentage ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

: is referred to the reply of <.
206. (a)—The hon. member is re Ply given to a similar
question (unstarred question No.63) asked by Maulavj Ashrafuddin Md,

Chaudhuri at this session of the Assembly.

b)—Three of the 11 clerks in the superior grade and 4
17 in the U(szer Division are Muslims. o s

(¢)—These posts are filled by promotion from the clerks of the
district amalgamated cstabhshmqnt on the .basxs of seniority and merit,
provided the candidates can provide the Sccurity required in respect of ten
of the posts on account of the financial responsibilities they carry.

(d)—The question how far communal inequalities ip the upper
grades of Government services cou}d be removed _by modification of the
promotion system with direct appointments is €ngaging attentjon.



944 QUESTIONS [18111 MAR
Procedure followed by Magistrates in the matter of granting bail
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

207. Will Government be pleased to state——
(@) The procedure now-a-days followed by the
the matter of bail in police cases ?
(b) Whether they insist on a report from the police regarding

the fitness of the surety ?

Magistrates in

. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI replied :

207. (a)—The procedure adopted generally follows that required by
the provisions of the Criminal P ocedure Code. In some Courts it s
apparently the practice to have the proposals for bail scrutinised in the
Court Office. Government are having the proper procedure brought to

the notice of the courts. )
(b))—No. Government have ascertained that generally  the

Magistrates exercise their judicial discretion. An opportunity has of course
to be given to the Court Office to challenge a surety.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: With regard to (b) the
answer is that ¢ Government have ascertained that generally the 'ﬁfizlgig-
trates exercise their judicial discretion ...... . Are we to understand that
the Magistrates accept the surety themselves ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-

DHURI: Yes, Sir.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: If the Jourt does not accept

the security how it works ?
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-

DHURI: The Court office is consulted and the Magistrate accepts it.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Which happens earlicr, the
lattér part namely the challenging of the sccurity or its acceptance by the

Magistrate ? )
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-

DHURI: Generally before accepting the bail bond the Magistrate consults
the Court office.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Isita fact that the Magistrate calls

for a report from ppolice as to the fitness of the surety ?
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-

DHURI: Sometimes it may be so, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : [s it not generally done ?
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-

DHURI: No, Sir. A .
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Is it not with consultation of

the ‘Court office that the Magistrate exercises his discretion ?
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-

DHURI: As to the fitness of the surety he sometimes consults it, but not in
all'cases. el

‘Matlavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it a fact that, if the Police does not
certify as to ‘the fitness of the bailer, the Magistrate generally refuses the bail

bond ?
., . The Hon’ble Kh:_ln Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI: I do not think it is a fact. To ascertain the fitness of a bailer

or surety is a judicial act and the Magistrate acts in his discretion.
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Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I tell the Hon’ble Minister that
the Magistrate has the sole authority in accepting a bail bond ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI: He exercises his judicial discretion.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: In caseitis found that the
bail bond is accepted by the Court office, will Government revise it ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI: The answer is already there, Sir,

The Assam Money Lenders’ (Amendment) Bill, 1937

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : From what I told the House the other
day, the hon. members know that time being awvailable after the question
hour to-day the amendments to the Assam Money Lenders’ (Amendment)
Bill, 1937, inade by the Assam Legislative Council will be taken into con-
sideration for the purpose of ascertaining the opinion of this House as to
whether those amendments are agreed to by this House.

Now, we have got only half an hour at our disposal.  If this matter
can be finished within that time, then I am ready to place this matter be-
fore the House. Is there any chance of this matter being finished within
half an hour ? )

Maulavi ABLUL BART CHAUDHURY : T.ef ys try, Sir.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
If this matter be taken up now, it ought to be stopped at 12 noon, Sir,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, but we may take it up again on
the next day. '

These are the amendments which have b en mad
the’Assam  Money Lenders’ (Amendment) Bill,
House will record its verdict

“(1) That in clause 1, sub-clause (2) the words ¢
pending suits and appeals be deleted’.

(2) That in clause 2, sub-clauses (1), (2) and
sub-clause (3) after the word ‘Bank’ the words
Bank or Society be added’.

(3) That clause 3 be deleted.

(4) That in clause 4 in the proposed section 8 for the §
‘9%’ and ‘12§ the figures ‘1047, “15°, 10%° and 15 respective

(5) That in clause 5 the proposed section 9

(z) In sub-section (1) the words “before or” and ¢or otherwise”
be deleted.
(22) Proviso (i) be omitted.
(i27) In explanation (i1) the following be substituted :—
‘(i) For the purpose of sub-section (1 of pro : .
! respect of usufruct of lands in us(uf)ructlliar;?(iifi-tsc;fuezn 91 n
not exceeding Rs.500 in principal shall he deemegd %0 bac fz?lr;;
lsg::;fi,ed on the completion of 9 years from the date of the
(tv) Sub-section (3) be omitted.”

Now I have got notice of amendments to these g ' »
the Legislative Council from Maulavj Abdul Aziz. Agflggiﬁmr;ﬁesmade ZY
ments I find that the intention of the hon. member js to disagrce y ?r}r:enh-
amendments made by the Assam Legislative Counci] and tog sub Vtwtt g
their places the amendments which have been tabled with th Sll).ute Htl”
restoring the Bill to the form in which it was € Object o

passed b i
would call upon the hon. member to move his et Jlotigo.” Bo, 1

' X t amendments at once and I
think, he would so word his motion as would Minimise the necessity of

taking up each of the amendments separately,

¢ by the Council to
1937 and on which this

and it shall apply to
(4) be omitted, and ip

‘or in any Incorporated

gures 9%, <124
ly be substituted,
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Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 have disagreed with
all the amendments made by the Council to the Assam Money Lenders’
(Amendment) Bill. I think a motion to this effect will suffice.

I beg to move, Sir, “that this House disagrees with the amendments made
by the Assam Legislative Council to the Assam Money Lenders’ (Amend-
ment) Bill, 1937 as passed by this House and substitutes in their places the
following amendments with a view to restoring the Bill to the form in which

it was passed by the House :—-
1. That in sub-clause (2) of clause 1, after the words ‘‘at once” the
words “ and it shall apply to pending suits and appeals” shall be added.
9. That in clause 2, the following shall be added as sub-clauses (1) and

(2) respectively—

«2. (1) That after the word “person” in sub-section (1) of section 2 of
the pincipal Act, a “comma” and the following words,
“Society or Bank either private or registered under the Co-
operative Societies Act, 1912, or the Indian Companies Act,

1913”’ be inserted.
(2) That in sub-section (3) of section 2 of the principal Act, the
words ““and shall include any bond bearing interest execut-
ed in respect of past liabilities” be deleted”’.

3. That in sub-clause (3) of clause 2 after the words “Post Office B
a “full stop” shall be inserted and the subsequent words “or in any incorpo-
rated Bank or Society’’ shall be deleted.

4. That in clause 2, the following shall be added as sub-clause (4) :— .
of section 2 of the princl-

“(4) That in the last line of sub-section (3)
pal Act, after the word ‘‘and” the following be added,

namely—
“als0 a2 bond taken for arrears of rent shall be considered

to constitute a loan’’.

5. That the following shall be added as clause 3 :—
«3, (1) That in the first line of section 4 of the principal Act, after the
word “made”’ the words “before or”” be added—

(2) That the proviso to section 4 of the principal Act be

deleted”.
6. That in clause 4, in the proposed section 8 for the figures “10%, 1 5,
103 and 15” the figures ““9%,124, 9§ and 123" respectively shall be substitu-
section 9, after the

ted.

7. That in clause 5, in sub section (1) of proposed
word ‘“made” in the 2nd line, the words “‘before or” and after the word
«“Court” in the 5th line the words “or otherwise’’ shall be added.

8. That in clause 5, in sub-section (1) of proposed section 9, the follow-

ing shall be added as provigo (i) 2—
«(i) A Bank advancing money at interest not exceeding 6 per cent.

ank”

_ per annum or”.
9. That in clause 5, in sub-section (1) of proposed section 9, for Explana-

tion (ii) t‘hc following shall be substituted :—

f‘(u) For the purpose of sub-section (1) of section 9 in respect of
usufru(;t of lands in usufructuary mortgages a loan not
exceeding Rs.500 in principal made before the commence-
ment of this Act, shall be deemed to be fully satisfied on the
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completion of 12 years from the date of the loan and on the
completion of 9 years of a loan made after the commence-
ment of this Act'.

10. That in clause 5, in the proposed section 9, the following shall be
added as sub-section (3) of that proposed section ;—

“(3) Tor the purpose of this section parties to or the properties in the
subsequent instrument or instruments may be same or
different’.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, is it not necessary that a
motion for consideration of the amendments made by the Uppér House
should be taken up first ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ think the hon. member has forgotten
what the House had done the other day ; the motion for consideration
was made and accepted by the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

‘““T'hat this House disagrees with the amendments made by the Assam
Legislative Council to the Assam Money Lenders’ (Amendment) Bill, 1937,
as passed by this House, and substitutes in their places the foll()wing amend-
ments with a view to restoring the Bill to the same form in which it was
Passed by this House :—

1. That in sub-clause (2) of clause 1, after the words ““at once” the
words ““and it shall apply to pending suits and appeals” shall be added.

2. That in clause 2, the following shall be added as sub-clauses (1) and
(2) respectively — )

“2. (1) That after the word “person’ in sub-section (1) of section 2
of the principal Act, a “comma’ and the following words
““Society or Bank ecither private or registered under the
Co-operative Societies Act, 1912 or the Indian Companies
Act, 1913” be inserted.

(2) That in sub-section (3) of section 2 of the principal Act
words “‘and shall include any bond bearing inter
in respect of past liabilities’” be deleted”.

3. That in sub-clause (3) of clause 2 after the words “Post Office Bank”’
a “full stop” shall be inserted and the subsequent words
corporated Bank or Society’ shall b.c deleted.

4. That in clause 2, the following shall be added as sub-clause (4) :—

““(4) That in the last line of sub-section (3) of section 2 of the
principal Act, after the word ‘“and” the following be added
namely— d

‘“also a bond taken for arrears of rent shall be considered
to constitute a loan”.

5. That the following shall be added as clause 3 :—

“3. (1) That in the first line of section 4 of the rincipal
i the word ‘“made’’ the words “before or"pbe aé)dcdi“' after

(2) Tdt:llitt ;}:ll’c’ proviso to section 4 of the Principal Act be

, the
est executed

“or in any in-

6. That in clause 4, in the proposed section 8 for the figures

¢ . “10
10} and 15 the figures “93, 124, 9§ and 123> respectively  shal] pe },8315),-
stituted.

7. That in clause 5, in sub-section (1) of proposed s
word “made’’ in the 2nd line, the words “before or”
“Court” in the 5th line the words ““or otherwise” sha]]

ection 9, after the
and after the word
be added.
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8. That in clause 5, in sub-section (1) of proposed section 9, the follow-

ing shall be added as proviso (1) :—
“({) A Benk advancing moncy at interest not exceeding 6 per cent.

per annum or”.

9. That in clause 5, in sub-section (1) of proposed section 9, for Expla-
nation (i) the following shall be substituted :—
«(if) For the purpose of sub-section (1) of section 9 in respect of
usufruct of lands in usufructuary mortgages a loan not
exeeding Rs.500 in principal made before the comimmence-

ment of this Act, shall be deemed to be fully satisfied on the
completion of 12 years from the date of the loan and on the
the commmence-

completion of 9 years of a loan made after
ment of this Act”.

10. That in clause 5, in the proposed section 9,
added as sub-section (3) of that proposed section :—

““(3) For the purpose of this section parties
subsequent instrument or instruments
different”’.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY:
the motion moved by my hon. friend M : ¢ . Upy
Chamber has done a great injustice to our agrlcultu‘nst d(:_btors by making
many amendments which have spoiled the very object of the Bill. T am
placing before the hon. members what is the nature of amendments made

by the Upper House. .
The Assam Legislative Council has W{Onng a large n}lmber of the
agriculturist debtors of the province by deleting the words “}t shall apply
Innumerable cases of rent suits and money

to pending suits and a eals”. L
4 e g The unfortunate debtors and poor

suits are still pending in Civil Courts.
raiyats would Il)lavc g%t certain relief ; but the House of Elders have snatched

away the prospect of their getting any relief by deleting the above phrase.
The hon. members of this House have to reconsider this and I hope they
would agree to reinsert the former provision. .
1 now come to the second amendment, 2., “that after the word
‘person’ in cub-section (1) of section 2 of the principal Act, a ‘comma’ and
the following words ‘Society or Bank either private or registered under the
Co-operative Societies Act, 1912 or the Indian Companies Act, 1913’ be
inserted”’. The Second Chamber has deleted this clause, and done another
injustice to the agriculturists by excluding the Bankers and Co-operative
Credit Societies as money lenders. The Upper House has also deleted
another clause, which was™ inserted by this House namely, ‘“that in sub-
section (3) of section 2 of the principal Act, the words “and shall include
any bond bearing interest executed in respect of past liabilities” be deleted.
This should not have been done by the Upper House. The new bonds
executed for past liabilities should not be included in the definition for loan.
The agriculturists will suffer if this amendment made by the Second Chamber
remain unaltered. s d .
The Upper Council has raised the maximum ra i 3
te of interest fiom 93
er Cent;if(ig sccured loans and 124 per cent. for unsecured loans to 10} per
cent. an ) pﬁ}’ cent. respectively. It is very difficult for the poor debtors
to pay such a igh rate of interest. So, it is for the hon. members of this
e thJUdgC_W}l]Lat S_lhm__l_ld be the proper rate of interes;;.

In the original Bill, it was decided by this House that a money lender
can, 1n 1O carcumstances, recover more than double th incipal loan
taken before or after the commencement of thi M ¢ princip :

is Act. But the Upper

the following shall be

to or the properties in the
may be same or

Mr Speaker, Sir, I rise to support
aulavi Abdul Aziz. The Upper
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Heousr  have given verdict that loans made hefore the commencement of

this Act should not come under the purview of this Act.  This has Irustrat-

ed the verv purpos ducing this Bill, and the de htors wiil not et
i 1

anv reliel at ve number of debrors will sulll r.

The Upper C 1as a’co complete'y frustrated the very ohject of
the Bill by doeclaring that the . sulructuary mortgage nade betore the com-
mencement of “his Act should not be deemed to he satisticdd on the comple-
tion of 12 vears.  Bur, Sir, this is the persistent devcand of the peasantry
thronghont the disteice of Svlhet. I this provision is excluded, no useful
p‘”!,,,‘-_,. waontldd be served by E.\.‘,&ittb‘ this I

With these few words, Sir, T support the motion moved by hon.
Abdul Azis.

El TN 7 J W . " palran Ol

Babu SHIBENDRA CIIANDRA BISWAS . AMr. Speaker, Sir,

risc to suppoct the moiion moved by my hon. fiiend Maulavi Abdul

Sir, when this BRIl was first introduced in this House

an overwhelining inajoruy, and 1 expect that this tim»

|
siils

Maulavi

1 also
: Aziz.

it was passed by
teo the House will
be wani-nous i accenting the mouon., Sir, the Upper House has madae
Some amendments to the Bill, but these amendments are not amendments
at all, they are =0 MY NEW provisionrs I'hese amendments we re meant to
nullily the retrospective effect of the Bill, and by so doing the Upper House
has wied to do away with the Bill altogether.,

Sir, this Bill has already been much delaved, and 1
mecinbers who supported this Bill in 1h_c first mstance
to the amendments moved by Maulavi Ahdy! Aziz,
poor debtors who are suftering very much ﬁ_’" these |
Loing o be deprived of cheir <‘\‘<:l‘)-‘lln.1§:.. and the poor cultivators arg
U“.“i'“: into bearars.  If an account (}f these {hmgs s taken it will be se
Wil Conge as beca brougnt about in these 3 years.

hope those hon.,
will also now agreg
and give relief to the
ast 3 vears. People are

(S

With these few words, Sir, I support the motion mcved by
riend Maulavi Abdul Aziz.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speakcr, Sir, I
Ooppose the motic ne

my lon.

rise to

I think evervone in this H'ousc remembers how very hastily this Bij was
(}I‘Ig'in;llly I).’lSSC(l, (llld \Vhat 1S thC rﬂSll]t FO-ley. \Vhﬂt was the 1(1@8, 0{
Passing this Bill 2 T ask all the hon. members to confess honestly whether
the idea behind the passing of this B_xll has been ix-ustrated. Or not. Sir, we
heard at that time on the floor of this House that by passing thiy Bill, the
Poor agriculturits, for whom practically all Ll.m members always show g0
much solicitude by speeches, would be _bcncll.t("d: Sir, 1 appeal to them to
consider very seriously whether by Pa““’g_lhls Bill they hc"l_\’e done any goq(|
either to the poor cultivators or the debtors as a clags, Sir, because of tha
passing of this Bill in this House, credit has become very shy. It is very
difficult now-a-days to get loans, and especially fo_r the cultivators, Ey,. nof
some of them can secure any loan, both ‘_he partics—the creditors and t} o
debtors—are compelled to take recourse in _most cases—I dare not savy
al!l cases, bt may be allowed to say pract;zcally‘ i all cases—¢q fraudile, ¢
transactions.  Sir, if a man goes to a creditor for a l_oan, say for Rs.101,
being afraid of this Bill that a creditor cannot cleum. and obtajp moie
than the intevest that has been provided in this Bill, which is undoul:ted) y
very low, thez creditor, as a rule, while lendinz Rs. 190, 3ty Rs.200 wwritten
down in the body of the docuinent

130
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Personal experience ? .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MGOOKERJEE: Sir, T think I should give
a fitting reply to my hon. lawyer friend Mr. Amj=zd Ali. He has passed
a remark whether T am speaking from personal experience, or not, but if
I am permitted, I may say that I am neither a money-lender nor, by the
grace of God, do I go to anybody to borrow monev, but if Mr Amjad Al
speaks from his personal experience the House will judge to which class he
really belongs—the creditor or the debtor—in any casc [ am sorry for him.

Sir, we must not forget, when we want to do some good to any parti-
cular class, to consider all the aspects of the matter. Sir, I think 1 am not
behind anybody in this House in the matter of giving relief which is just
and equitable in the case of poor cultivators. Sir, I think, I must at hrst
touch upon the point about the clause relating  to retrospective cffect. Sir,
I shall begin first with a ruling of latc Sir Ashutosh Meokerjee abeut this
retrospective effect, and then I shall deal with other remarks which were
made on the floor of this House by the then leader of the Luropean
.group, and fortunately for me by the present leader of the FEuropcan group
also, the Hon’ble Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri and Srijut (opinath
Bardoloi to name only a few. Sir, here is the ruling of the late Sir Ashu-
tosh Mookherjee. He observed in the leading case of Manjuri Bibi s
Akhel Muhammad :—“It is well settled that retrospective laws arc prima
facie of questionable policy and contrary to the general principle that
legislation by which the conduct of mankind is to be regulated ought, when
intreduced for a first time, to deal with future acts and ought not to change

the character of past transactions carried on upon the fuith of the Len
isprudence—-a

existing law. The maxim is familiar to every student of jur =

new law ought to be prospective and not retrospective in its operation. Sir,

1 am stating this because had we been a little bit less jealous at the nulslct
the

de tor some real beneht to

in that case we would have been abie to provi :
sal. (Hear,

j}?oor)peoplc. Happily, however, there is time still at our dispo
edr.

What did the Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudburi say about

this retrospective effect ? “One of the amendments which (;overnment
proposes to bring and which shall be discussed in due coursc is that no
retrospective  cffect should be given to this Bill. 1 su!mit, Sir, that
giving retrospcctive effect to a Bill of this nature is laying down a rather
dangerous principle’.

. Now, Sir, I shall quote what the hon. Mr. D. B. H. Moore said regard-
ing clause 5, proposed section 9(1). “It appears that this amendment, as
tabled, is very similar to the original Bill, and both clauscs are, in our view,
objectionable in certain points. Under the Act of 1934, the meney-lender
canpot recover more interest than the principal loaned. But, at the same
time it appears, no restriction has been placed upon amicable recoveries.
In other words, it is possible for a morey-lender to obtain both his interest
amicably and interest on the original loan through the Court. Under the
‘new Bill, amicable interest is only recoverable up to the amount of origina

loan and no further interest can then be claimed. The effect of this, as we
gee it, will be two-fold. In the first place, a money-lender will be forced to
sue for recovery of his debt as soon as the total, both paid and unpaid,
amounts to one hundred per cent. Secondly, this legislation will encourage
bogus transactions in taking out fresh loans. ‘ ' .

-
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In other words, in our view this amendment is going to makc' lunlll’l’t::ég
loans almost imposstble and in many cases where interest 0111)'_ y ftqv:tors
.lllllll.l“}', it will affect more !\.ntil_‘\l‘ﬂ-ll'ﬂ,\' the poarer classes ollcub Ir;owe[:
We, therefore, feel that this amendment will operate harshly on “lc o snds
and discourage long-term loans, and, therefore, I beg to oppose the amenc
ment

.....................

Here the clock struck 12 noon).
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  How lone will the hon. member cons
tinue / ¢
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I shall take another 20
minutes. . i
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then this matter will stand over till
the 21st March and will b= taken after Government business on that date.

The Assam Ministers' (Salaries and Allowances) Bill, 1940

Clause 4

The Hcen’ble the SPEAKER: Order, order, now we come  to the‘
Assam Ministers’ (Salaries and Allowances) Bill, 1940.  We have disposed ot
clause 3 and we now come to clause 4.

Now there are four amendments to this clause. One amendment is for
the deletion of the clause. Now the hon. member will consider whether
this amendment is to be moved having regard to the fact that the amend-
ment to clause 3 which was intended to do away with this clause has been
rejected by the House and slause 3 stands as it is. Is this amendment for
the deletion gomg to be moved ?

Babu BALARAM SIRKAR: On a poeint of information, Sjr. I
would like to know the intention of the Hon'ble Premier as regards the
Tenancy Bills of Goalpara and Sylhet. These are 1ost important Bills and
it is a crying demand of the public to have these Bills passed. We have got
a long list of business to be finished to-day and we are now stuck up with the
Ministers’ Salaries Bill. It is possible that it will take the whole day. SoI
want to know from the Hon’ble Premier whether he will kindly extend the
time of the session.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
do dot think the question requires any reply from me. I have already said
that it is impossible to extend the session. Hon. members know that the
Upper House will be sitting from the 26th March and iy presence is
required there for piloting Bills passed by this House.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: We may stay
6 t0 9 p.m. and do 8 hours’ work that day and finish off.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now let us begin with the Bji} before
the House. If we can dispose of it to-day, it will he possible for us to take
up other items of business and I think we may expedite other jtems in succh a
way as to take up the two Tenancy Bills as early as possible, &

. 50, I wish to know whether this amendment for deletiog of clause 4 i3
going to be moved.

on Thursday from

(After a pause)

Then Babu Dakhsinaranjan Gupta Chaudhuri may move,
Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURYJ .

to move it.* I do not liks

e r—e,

* Baby Dakshinaraenjan Gupta Chaudhuri to move—
THAt elause 4 shall be deleted,

W
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The Hon’ble the SFEAKE:

R ¢ 1 think, nonc of the other memizers who
have given notice of amendinents to clause 4 will move their amendincnt.
P

{ ftte 2 v g

The qu stion is that clause 4 stands part of the Bill.

This was ::f.iugzu‘f?.

Clawe 4-.4

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUILLA: [

Leg 1o move :

That after clause 4. the following shali be inserted as new claass =3

“4_A. Fach Minister shall 56 entitled 1o traveliing and ot diews
ances at such rates and upon sii¢h condition: as may be detcrmin :d by wules
Ly the Provinciai Govermnent”,

T his addition has been necessitated by an audit objection tht payinent
of travelling allowance and halting allowance of Hoa'ble Ministers e nol

provided for under the Fundamental Rules and therctore the  Grove nineit
should be cloti.ed with powers to frame rules. Lhis is only @ T huical
1natter, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : On 2 point of information from
the Hon’ble Premier, may we know whether the Ministevs are soing to follow
the present scale both for travelling and halting allowances 2 H not. in that
cas will the How’ble Premier please place before the House the i reased
rates and get the same passed by the House ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMM D SAADULLA: I
can assure the hon. members that our intention is to keep to the present
rates. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Am [ to take it that there is not going
to be any debate on this then ?

(After a pause)

The question is:

“That after clause 4, the following shall be inserted as new clause
4-A. —

‘4.A. Fach Minister shall be entitled to travelling and halting allow-
ances «.: such rates and upon such conditions as may be deter.nined by rules
Ly the Provincial Govern :ent’ ”’

1lic motion was adopted.

Clause 2

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Let us come to clance 2. )
Babu DAKSHINARAKIALN GUPTA CHAUDBURI: 1 beg Sir, to
move :
v ¢ That in clause 2, for the figures and word ‘17th November, 1939’ the
figures and word ‘lst April 1940’ shall be substituted.”
' Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the beginning, I would appecal to the House to
“disabuse their minds of party politics. It is not on account of party politics
but as my hon friend Mr. Mookerjee has told us from various rulings and
particularly the ruling of the great jurist Sir Ashutosh Mookerjee, and also
from the speeches of various hon. members, that there are dangers in retros-
pective effect being given to a legislation. 1 rise to make this motion for
deletion of the retrospective clausz.  Sir, when we give retrospect ve effect
“to a particular legislation we take away the value and the respect for a parti-
cular law. "The basis of society is to respect every law arnd it we give retros-
“pective .effrct to our legislation it becomes a hopd’ess thing and in that case
we are i the midst of disorder.  When we give rctx‘uspcdjvc clfect Lo every
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legislation we find present transactions and past transactions are upsct and

s and linbilities and dutics of the particular sections and

nitics.  Above all, as Sir Ashutosh Mokerjee in s

! 2l ]

ud the intention of law  must be prospective and not

it aflr-cts the i
of p.‘trii' ul
learned dis

l‘{','[!'l)"'&:('(".': wve,

gislation, T would request the Hon’ble

o give us one single instance from his
ourt of an Indian law which has been
ttive effect and a new one substituted in its place. In
replylng to the Dudiset debates, the Hon'ble Premier said in his own modest
way that he has had some experience of the Caleutta High Court. T hope
that with his vast experienc in the Caleutta High Court he will give us a

Comnng o th
Premi-r, as 1 did
exprica e in the (

repraled with retrospe

single instance.
So far as this Bill is concerned-~it is far more dangerous because at the
beginning ol the Constitution the salaries of Ministers were fixed by His
Excellency the Governor and then the Ministers used to draw their salaries
under the first Act of the Legislature which had absolutely no retrospective
¢flect.  Then the Congress Coalition Government came  up and they also
framed another Bill but that did not give retrospective effect. But, Sir, to-
day we find that Hon ble Sir Saadualla, coming as the Pren.ier of the Province
for the thivd time, has placed before us a Bill for consideration which gives
retrospective cffect. It this principls ol retrospective effect is to be carried
into law, 1 would remind the House of the d wger involved in it. Sir, if the
Congress-Coalition Government aflter coming to office had passed the Bill
with retrospective effect from the Ist of April, 1937, what would have hap-
pened ? ‘The Hon'ble Ministers ot the present Saadulla Qabinet and the
recond Saadulla Cabinet would have

been lable for the excess amount they
drew from the provincial exchequer,

Aaain if the present Bill is passed with
a lesser salary than that is provided by the Ace in vogue, then it would not
be possible for the Ministers to draw the present salary and they will be liable
for the excess amoant.  So I submit, Sir, that so far as restrospective effect
1s concerned it is a danzerous thing.  Moreover it has a particular danger
so far as the particular lezislation is concerned.  Again it may be argued
to obviate the techuical diihiculty involved in the proviso ol sub-section (3)
of section 51 of the Government of India Act that the provision as regards
retrospective  cftect has been made.  Sub-section (3) ol section
thus :—*“T'he salaries of Ministers shail be such as the Prov
may from time to time by Act determine, and, until the P
ture so determine, shall be determined by the Governor :

Provided that the salary of a Minister shall not be varj
term of his office”. The proviso is clear as my hon. friend Mr. Kamini
Kumar Sen remarked the other day that the salaries shall not be‘ varied
during the term of a particular Ministry. Even if retrospective effect i
given so far as this Billis concerned, I submit, this Qabinet havin onc:
drawn a salary under therate provided by the present Act, carmotg dia
a salary less or more than that provided under the Present Act and thfx
tzchnical diffi:ulty is not obviated.

Again, Sir, as I said the other day that in the Statement of Objects and
Reasons it has been mentioned “The salarics and allowances provided b
the Act which it is proposed to repeal, in accordance with the policy of thg
Congress Party which was then in office, are not sufficient to Znaintain
Ministers in reasonable dignity”’. The question of dignity has been raised ;
and may I enquire if the retrospective effect is given, are we to assume that
the present Cabinet with Sir Saadulla as the Premier is living in indignity

. 51 runs
wmcial Legislature
rovincial Legisla-

ed d uring the
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till the Bill is passed and is it mecant to give retrospective dignity to the
Cabinet that the retrospective effect has been introduced in this Bill ?
(Laughter). Therefore goirg into the merits of the Bill I appeal to the hon.
members to consider what would be the consequences of giving retrospective
effect to this Bill because as we have seen in Assam nobody knows }»‘hat
will be the fate of 2 particular Ministry to-morrow. In that view of the
matter, it is all the more dangerous to give retrospective effect ;30 I
appeal to the hon. members to agree to delete this. I conclude again by
citing that remark of Sir Ashutosh that ““a legislation should always be pros-
pective and not retrospective”,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :

“That in clause 2, for the figures and word ‘17th November
figures and word ‘1st April 1947" shall be substituted.” )

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Sir, about retrospective operds

tion of this clause we have discussed at length during the consideration stige.
But it seems that all our arguments were in vain and the caravan of this
Cabinet is passing merrily on while we are barking on this side of the
House. If the hon. members of the House are oblivious to the danger to
which they are lending themselves, then it is certainly uscless for us to arguc
this question any more. But as 1 find, the clauses expose themsclves 1o
legal difficulties as well. Clause 5 says:—“The Assam Ministers’ Salarics
Act, 1939, is hereby repealed’””. It means the existing Act will be repealed
soon after this Bill receives the assent of the Governor. So until this Act
receives the assent of His Excellency the existing law is continuing to be 1
force and as such the Hon’ble Ministers would be legally entitled to draw
their salaries by virtue of the existing law. So if after the passing of this Act
the Hon’ble Ministers again claim their salaries from 17th November, 1939
at the scale provided for in this Bill, there is no law barring them
from taking their salaries twice at two diffirent rates. Nobody can
ask the Hon'ble Ministers to pay back th. money they have alrcady
taken under the cxisting law because their salaries have bcen drawn
quite legally under the Act that is in force. And again it this Bill comes
into force they will be quite entitled to draw their salaries over again 1l
terms of the new law from the 17th November. It may be that our
Ministers would not be so unkind to the interests of the province as to draw
their salaries twice. But the question is not how our Ministers behave
themselves under the new legislation. The question at issuc is what _shOUld
be the legal interpretation of the expressions that are incorporated 1n the
new Bill. They have alrcady drawn their salaries. So why again s’hould
they be allowed to draw their salaries by virtue of the new legislation ? By
clause 5, we are hereby repealing the former law. As 1 understand the
word ““hereby”..........

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : On a point of order, Sir. Is the hon.
member arguing the legality of the matter ? The other day a point ©O
order was raised by Mr. Sen and the Hon’ble Speaker gave a ruling.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. Every hon. member
has ?_rlght to spegk in such a way as to influence every other hon. member
in his favqur. If an hon. member thinks that by arguing the legal aspect
of a matter beforg the House he can so influence the opinion of the other
mqr;f;zrst a(s; to‘ Tfe.cure a vex~d1§:t of the House in his favour then he is qui_tc
fnt'“i ed to ’t% i a}: and there is no bar to his arguing the question from its

zga H'aSPCC O e purpose of the debate ; but what I told the other day in
the House i course of my ruling was that for the purpose of deciding a

1939, the
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point of arder whether this House has any jurisdiction to d=cide the legality
or otherwise of a certain provision of a  Bill coming up before it, the Chair
should avoid giving any opinion deciding the gquestion one way or the othe.r.
So far as the present clause  of the Bill under discussion is concerned I s':ud
}h:lt it was within the right of the House whether to accept it.or reject
it And in asking the House to reject it an hon. member will b.C'qu_tc
within his rights to show to the House that it is an illegal provision in
order to induce the House to reject it.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : The word “hereby” refers to the
date when the Bill is assented to by the Governor. So there is a chance .of
such’an interpretation. I would submit that this Bill has not been happily
worded and it is at least not clear in its expression. I think, there is a chance
of this difficulty, cropping up in course of the operation of this Act and
therefore T would entreat all the members in all seriousness to consider that
not only the retrospective operation of a law is a dangerous thing but the
Bill as worded may lead to other difficulties.  In view of this fact hon.
members should sceriously consider whether they should pass it as 1t 1s or
l!lcy should like to pass it in an amended form, so as to give a real expres-
ston of their intention.  Sir, the point that | have raised is not a question
to be decided by vote nor it is a question of party politics but it is a question
of interpretation of law and as such 1 am entitled to say that this point
requires a dispassionate consideration. T will appeal to all the members
of the House to sce that the law that is passed by this House is not subject-
ed to criticism of being unhappily drafted. It should not lend itself
o legal difficulty because the blame will ultimately be cast on the members
of this Housc. Sir, with thess ords, I would support the motion of my
hon. friend Mr. Dakshinaranjan Gupta Chaudheri.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Mzr. Speaker, Sir, I am entirely
at onc with the observation made by my hon. friend Mr. Mookerjee a little
while ago while speaking on the Money Lenders’ (Amendment) Bill that the
principle of giving retrospective effect as cmbodied in this provision of the Bill
18 so dangerous and harmful that no Legislature should think of considering
it apart ffom agreceing to it.  Sir, enough has been said from this side of the
House against this provision of the Bill and I would not dilate on matters to
which attention of the hon. members has already been drawn but I would
like to draw the attention of the House and particularly of the Hon’ble
Premier, to what he only the ather day said that, he for his having eaten
the salt of the provinze for over twenty years, considered it his duty to
take over the responsibility of administration of the province and accept the
Ministry. He also on that occasion said that it was for no other considera-
tion but for that of doing service to the province that he had accepted the
office. May I ask him to ponder over the statement which he made only
the other day ? Does he realise that the financial position of the province
is such that it can afford to give him and his colleagues Rs.20,000 on
account of arrears which will have to be paid if this provision is pa;sed into
law ? Does he not realise that, in view of a deficit budget, if he and his
colleagues are preparcd to make a sacrifice with regard to this arrear of
Rs.20,000 to which they will be entitled, if this Act js passed into law, he
will be doing a yeoman service to the people of the province whom he has
come to represent and in whose interest, as he says, he has accepted the
office ? Sir, in the name of these pcople whom he wants to serve, I would
ask him to be bcr}evolcnt_at ]easy to this extent and forego this smatll amount
of R3.20,000 particularly in consideration of the fact that this province had
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once given him as much as Rs.3,500 per month for a considerable number of
years (laughter). In that view of the matter, it will not surely t ¢ too much
sacrifice on his part to forego a paltry sum of a few thousands of rupeces. His
other colleagues may also casily forego the amount which they will be entitled
to on account of arrears of pay specially in view of the fact that in future
they are going to get a much higher salary than that fixed by the Congress-
Coalition Ministry. Sir, in view of the financial condition of the province,
is it not fit and proper to appeal to him and to his followers that thev
should not insist on the incorporation of this provision in the Bill which is
objected to by this side of the Housz—not only on account of the dangerous
principle involved thercin but also it is considered harmful to the province
a9 it will amount to an extra financial burden to the extent of over twenty
thousands of rupees. I hope, Sir, the Hon’ble Premicr will not take our
speeches or remarks which have been made by this side of the House inan
unfriendly way and, after giving serious consideration to the appeal | have
made, he will be preparcd to agree  to the deletion of the provision ol
giving retrospective effect which is included in this Bill.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: Mr. Speaker, Sir, two hon. mem-
bers have tried to deal with the legal aspect of the question and the [Ex-
Finance Minister also dealt with the thing from the point of view of the
finances of the province. Sir, I will try to deal with the thing from another
aspect. As 1 was telling the House the other day, the province or the
country as a whole is facing a very serious situation owing to the abnormal
rise in the price of materials and [ was appealing to the Hon’ble Premiet
and to everybody to consider the case of the péopl(: and pecasants in the
countryside. The people, owing to this abnormal rise in the price of
materials, have got to deprive themselves of even the bare necessities ot
life. The cost of living has increased by at least 20 per cent. duec to war
and will it not be in the fitness of things to gran* a specinl  war allowance,
with retrospective effcct to the people of this province from the coffers ot
the State before our Hon’ble Premier commes forward with a Ademand for
this ? Will it not be in the fitness of things, Sir, to grant a  war ailowance
to our ill-paid Governme:t olficers before our Hon’ble Ministers come
forward with this demand for an increased salary ?  Sir, to say the least,
this demand—this Abdar—Tfor their increascd salary with retrospcctive
effect is, to say the least, like ‘Nero fidling when Rome was burning’.

The Hon’ble RMMaulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Sir, my hon. friend the Ex-Finance Minister has made an appeal to e
that, as I have eaten the salt of Assam and have had in the past a much
high' r salary than the one proposed, I should come out with a spirit of
sacrifice. 1 have heen telling this House that patriotism or sacrifice 13 not
the monopoly of any party here. Every ore here is imbued with the idea
of service although the method of service may be different. In he present
matter, Sir, our Bill was crafted by our legal expert, and according to
him, unless the Bill is given a retrospective effect, it may ultimately be
found that 1t 13 constit}nionally wrong. So the retr’ospectivc eff.ct had to
bc.n_lentioned in the }3:11. But long before my hon. friend the Ex-Finance
Minister extended his appeal, the Ministers had already taken our party
into their confidence and had assured them that, after t}‘ Bill is passed
they are going to take the present salary and not at the hi her rat oIl this
financial year (Hear, hear ard applause). Thereﬂ)r; the ot 1 lrilte,h.,s been
raised by my hon. friend on the opposite has Alrend po‘lhnt that ha O

~friend Mr. Dakshina Ranj > mdready been aDSV\_Cde- My
‘ o anjau Gupta Chaudhuri has already said that the

snag comcs undex the proviso to sub-section (3) of section 51, and it has
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been the opinion of our legal expert that the Bill must have a retrospective
effect if it is going to be operative so far as the present Ministry is concerned.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER:

That isin view of the
is a change of Ministry ?

fact that there

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Yes.

In view of the fact that this retrospective clause is necessary for

the legality of the Bill, T hope my hon. friend will see his way te withdraw
his motion.

Mr. FAHKRUDDIN ALl AHMED: NI;\}' I know from the Hon'ble
Premier how in view of the statement m;u.le-hy him, can he change the fact
that the Ministers will be drawing two different salaries during their term
of office ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

We will not draw the higher salary even though we are cntitled to do so.
The same state of affairs existed when my hon. friends took up office.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALL AHMED: Isita fact that none of the
Hon’ble Ministers has drawn his salary during the last few months ?  As
for ourselves, we drew the amount of Rs.500, and after the Salary Act was
passed, then also we drew the same amount. 1t the

the other Ministers have drawn a salary of Rs:aOO for the past few . meonths
and even though he says that they are not going to draw the higher salary
provided by this Bill for the past few mc?n_ths, I do not know how they can
get over the statutory bar that a Minister cannot draw two different
salaries during the period of his term of office.

If the Hon’ble Premier and

The Hon’ble Maulavi
The Act may entitle us to ta

Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
draw at that rate.

ke a higher salary, but we are not going to

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Then for the rest of the
current year will the Hon

‘ble Prime Minister draw more than what he
has drawn ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
No. Sir. ‘That is perfectly clear, from my statement.

Srijut SARVESWAR. BARUA: Sir, if it is the desire of this House
that the Ministers shpulfi only draw S_alary for the past few months at the
present rate, and if 1t 18 also the desire of the present Ministry that they
should draw salary at the existing rate for the period that they have been
already working, then are they not,—by this retrospective provision—simply
trying to get rid of a t.hm.g which they cannot actually get rid of 21 That
is  trying to do a thing indirectly which they are not allowed to do directly.
As such, Sir, this decision of the H0“Sf‘; that the Ministry should draw
salary at the present rate and the latter’s decision that they are going to
draw salary . at the. present.rate for the past five or'six menths will, "I
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think, stand in the way of their passing this Bill all the same. Because, if
they cnce draw salary with the consent of the House and according to their
decision at the present rate, they cannot vary the rate of that salary by
passing this Act. And they are trying to get rid of this difficulty by this
provision which they do not want actually to go upon. They do not want
retrospective effect, at the same time they want to make such a provision.
Why this farce then ? ¢

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That point has already been explained
by the Hon’ble Premier. '

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May I know,
Sir, what legal authorities were consulted ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Our legal authority, Sir.

Babhu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: I am
thankful to the Hon’ble Minister, Sir, for his statement, but we do not agree
with him in principle. We still maintain that the lezal interpretation
given is not correct. I want to press my motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:

“That in clause 2 for the figures and word ¢17th November 19397,
the figures and word ¢ 1st April 1940 shall be substituted.”

The Assembly divided.
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5. Babu Balaram Sircar. 29. Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta.
6. Srijut Beliram Das. 30. Srijut Omeo Kumar Das.
7. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi. 31. Srijut Paramananda Das.
8. Babu Bipin Behari Das. 32. Babu Nirendra Nath Dev.
9. Srijut Bishnu Ram Medhi. 33. Srijut Purandar Sarma.
10. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta 34. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.
Chaudhuri. 35. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
11. Srijut Debeswar Sarmah. 36. Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah.
12. Srijut Ghanashyam Das. 37. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.
13. Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar. 38. Srijut Ram Nath Das.
14. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi. 39. Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua.
15. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan. 40. Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua
16. Babu Harendra Narayan Chau- 41. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.
dhuri. 42. Babu Shibendra Chandra
17. Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha. Biswas.
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Nath. 44. Maulavi Md. Ali Haidar
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20. Srijut Kameswar Das. 45. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.
91. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen. i Khla\l/In'th Bc?}za.dur Daulavt
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99. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy. 47. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
93. Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin. 48. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri

5 i 49. Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-R
4, Srijut Krishna Nath S 2 J . Nichols-Roy,
2 ] Lth Sarmah. 50. Srijut Karka Dalay Miri.
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Chandra Chakravarty. 30. Maulavi Muhammad Magbul
5. The Hon'ble Khan Sahib Hussain Chaudhury.
Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain 31. Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia.
Chaudhurt. 32. Maulavi Mabarak Ali.
6. The Hon'ble Dr. Mahendra 33. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufi-

Nath Saikia. zur Rahman.

7. The Hon'ble Maulavi Abdul 34. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar.
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Chaudhury. . _
! The motion was negatived.

The Hom'ble the SPEAKER: The question is that clause 2 of
the Bill stands part ofdthe Bill.
i g ted).
(This was adop ) o
The question is that clause 5 of the Bill stands part of the Bill.
(This was adopted). .
Title and preamble

The question is that title and preamble of the Bill stand part of the
Bill.

(This was adopted).
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I beg, Sir, to move that the Assam Ministers’ (Salaries and Allowances)
Bill, 1940, be passed.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved

“That the Assam Ministers’ (Salaries and Allowances) Bill, 1940, be
passed.”
Srijut BISHNU RAM MEDHI : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to raisec a

point of order, namely, that this motion for passing of the Bill is out of order,

in view of the provisions laid down in section 82 of the Government of

India Act.
Sir, I draw your attention to section 82. Instecad of reading the whole
z., sub-section (3)

section, I will take the House to the relevant sub-section, viz.,
of section 82, which says :

“ A Bill which, if enacted and brought into operation, would involve
expenditure from the revenues of a province shall not be passed by a
Chamber of the Legislature unless the Governor has recommended to that
Chamber the consideration of the Bill.”

Evic ently, this Bill involves an extra expenditure to the Province to the
extent of Rs. 1,32,000, and as such, before the Premier can move the motion
for passing of the Bill, he must obtain the recommendation of His Excellency
the Governor to this House.

An analogous provision is laid down in sub-section (3) of section 37,
which says “A Bill which, if enacted and brought into operation would
involve expenditure from the revenues of the Federation shall not be passed
by either Chamber unless the Gowernor-General has recommended to that
Chamber the consideration of the Bill.” Now, this section embodies the
constitutional principle of Standing Order 66 of the House of Commons,
which finds a place in practically every Constitution Act throughout the
British Empire.. The Standing Order says: “This House will receive no
petition for any sum relating to public service or proceed upon any motion
for any grant or charge upon the public revenue, whether payable out of
the consolidated fund or out of money to be provided by Parliament unless

recommended by the Crown.”’

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I may tell the bon. member that the
previous recommendation of His Excellency the Governor was there; and
that previous recommendation has been communicated to me.

With regard. to the point of order that has been raised by ithe hon.
member, I may again refer him to the Ruling which /I gave. on this point
raised on the 5th April, 1939 in connection with the Assam Agricultural
Income-tax Bill, which clearly stated the principles underlying section 82
and other analogous sections of the Government .of India Act. . I held that
in a Bill of this nature, where previous recommendation. of His Excellency
is necessary, even if it be not communicated under sub-section. (1) of section
82 of the Act to the Chamber, still as it is a Government Bill I would
presume that there was previous - recommendation, because in 2 matter like
this the Governor is to accept the advice of the Ministers. The hon. mem-
ber would find that in this section only the word “Governor” is there.
When there is only the word “Governor”, it means “Gavernor acting on the
advmedof}'1 }'IIDBI‘\;IIIHISterS.” _So,. when the Ministers themselves have brought
forward this Bill and are piloting it, the presumption-is there that there was



1940] THE ASSAM MINISTERS® (SALARIES AND 961
ALLOWANCES) BILL, 1940

previous recommendation. With regard to sub-section (3), 1 held that
when the section contemplates a recommendation to ‘the Chamber then that
recommendation should be communicated to the Chamber through the
Speaker, and in this case there was this recommendation from His Excellen-
cy the Governor.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CGHANDA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is such an
epoch-making picce of legislation that 1 feel I cannot let this occasion pass
with mcrely recording a silent vote. I say this picce of Jegislation is “epoch-
making’ because this House has been the scene of many debates relating to
the reduction of Ministers' salaries, but 1 believe this. is the first time in the
history of this House that a motion has come up for the increase of Minis-
ters’ salaries (/ear, hear). From that point of view, I consider that this piece
of legislation is about to make history in our Legislature.

I want it to be understood at  the very outset that I am not speaking in
a carping spirit I know that the name of the party to. which I have the
honour to belong, is like anathema to many of my friends opposite, and I
have a shrewd suspicion that much of the opposition which has been set up
by my hon. friends opposite to our view of the matter is due to the fact that
the standard of Ministers serving on such reduced salaries as Rs. 500 per
month owes its inception to the Congress.  Sir, we have heard a great deal
about dignity in this House, but 1 believe Ind’ia is the only couﬁtry where
the Hindus and the Muslims alike think nothing of venerating men even in
rags. We know, that Hindu Sanvasis or the Muslim Fakirs, whether in
Fags or in ashes, are venerated equally by the Findus and the  Muslims,
So, in this House, to come up with any exaggerated notions of dignity on
the lines of western materialistic civilization 1s, 1 think, rather out\'ofp'lace_
' know, Sir, in the past, when the diarchical Gn_\'crnmcnt was the order of
the day, we used to have Ministers and Executive Councillors constituting
the Government.........

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The honi member will continue his
speech after 2.

Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned for iunch till 2 p.m.
After Tunch

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I supposc, I was
dilating on the question of dignity before lunch, but; before I proceed
with that, I would like to say a .word of thanks to the Hon’ble Premier
for having so generously promised that :the Hon’ble Ministers would
not draw salaries at increased rates with retrospective _effect. . Thig is a ver
reasonable attitude because if according to our Ministers the dignity of the
Hon’ble Ministers had sustained any loss for having accepted smaller salaries
their lost. dignity could not . certainly be salvaged by the: House passin 5
legislation voting higher salarics with retrospective. effect | From ¢pag bt
of view, I submit, Sir, the attitude taLen up by the Hon’hle Premicr is a{)ver
;eas_onable one, and we. must all join in CXpressing our gratitude to hin§1,
or 1t.

On the question of dignity, Sir, I submit that.it soun
in.relation to our Ministers, because, after-all, what ig
Indians enjoy in our own country ? - We. cannot get aw
our status, whether as private members of this House or ag Ministers, is not
greater than the status of hewers of wood and. drawers of Water. -We gre
after all a nation of slaves and we . cannot attach dignity to, onj'i'séiirés b
having high salaries and decking ourselves out in rich and gaudy Tiueries 0}1’“

ds. rather fantastic
the -statys that we
ay from the fact that
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office. We cannot forget that we are after all, said and done, slaves and this
talk of dignity sounds like mockery ! Sir, whatever I may say in this matter
may be looked upon by a certain section of the House with suspicion
because I have the misfortune to belong to an organization and which is
rather suspect with them. I would therefore have my case reinforced by
the words of my hon. friend Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Matin Chaudhury uttered
on a similar occasion. It isa great pity that he does not now-a-days treat
the House to the same V\’Cl'gh[y pronouncements with which he usecd fc) treat
us once upon a titne when he was a private member of the House. He
has now turned so severcly monosyliabic ! This is what he said on the
question of the Ministers’ salary on a previous occasion ¢Jt is said
that we are now on the threshhold of a new ecra of popular democratic
control of administration. It has given rise to new hopes and
aspirations in the people. The character of the Government 1S
changing from that of a bureaucratic ruler to that of servant of the
public—the electorate. 'The question of Ministers’  salary should be
viewed from this angle of vision. We should create the convention that
Ministership is not a career. In our country and ¢l ewhere cminent
lawyers have sacrificed fabulous practicees in the bar to accept Cabinet
appointments. They did so in response to the call for national service.
If the salary, we suggest for Assam Ministers, means in some cases loss of
ecuniary income, they should find consolation in the thought thatin other
countries public men have cheerfully made similar sacrifices and that we are
setting up a standard which is for the ultimate good of our mother
land.” (Hear, hear.) Sir, this pronouncement of my hon. friend com-
pletely clarifies and vindicates my position. Let it be re me mbered, Sir,
that when the Congress laid down this standard of Rs.500 per mense m
as Ministers’ salaries they did not set up this standard with any
They took into account the econormic condition of the

they took into consideration the paying capa-
that our

grotesque ideas.
people of the country ;

city of the masses and then, they came to the conclusion

Ministers, should also not ask to live in a manner which does not at

any rate approximate to the standard of living of the masscs. In the
s and

old days when the Cabinet was composed of Executive Councillor
Ministers, whenever there would be a move for the reduction of the
Ministers, salaries, one of the stock arguments that used to be trotted
out, was that if the Ministers did not get the same pay as the Execu-
tive Councillors they would feel very small and would not be able
to keep up with the Executive Councillors although their status was
the same. But to-day we hear that the Ministers will not be able to
maintain themselves in reasonable comfort and dignity if they do not
get salaries at a certain rate. I know that Sir Muhammad Saadulla
is capable enough to twist the tail of anyone here earning more than
himself in t.he adm}nlstration. But that is because of his intrinsic worth
as a man irrespective of what he earns as the Premier of Assam.
In the past, Sir, high salaries for Ministers used to be like traps,
set. up by Government to Capture some of our peop]e and we are
painfully ~ aware that in a poor country like ours many people suc-
C‘-‘mbeld tot (tihe temptation of high salaries. Many times have “we
not ~ -amente with the sorrowful poet the loss of our leaders:—
“‘_]ust fo: g,,halsndful of silver he left us ; just for a ribbon to stick in
hLSmEZ?l t'o the(:)’ glf;ln‘); qf the leaders of political movement then suc-
- ptation of high office because of the emoluments
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were so alluring, so tempting. Not merely guard against such tepmta-
tion, our Ministers have also to guard against all attempts on t.hc'p:.u*t
of the Governors to encroach on the domains of our l\fIixlistcrs’Jul‘xsgllc-
tion because the Governors are always found to be very anxious
to keep to their autocratic powers. It was out of many such considera-
tion that it was decided by the Congress to fix the salaries of the
Ministers at such a low standard only to cnsure that they do not
develop any weakness for their high  office.  Therefore. Sir, when
the Congress laid down this standard of salaries it was with a ver
high objzct that they did so and the (_‘.m}grcss did succeed t_hps in
setting u.p a very high ideal of public service in the career of the Ministers.
.\Ion:r)\'c’x', Sir, the office of Ministers l!\,‘(:d to be looked upon in the past
as o many carcers of gain for our politicians. It is, thanks to the Congress,
that what used to be once looked upon as mere careers of gain was con-
verted into avenues of public service. And it fits in with what Hm}’ble
Mr. Matin Chaudhuri said about the character of the Government of the
Country changing from that of a burcaucratic rule to that of servants of the
public—the clectorate. If our Hon'ble Ministers do really consider themselves
as scrvants of the public and the public undoubtedly is the elector
ultimate masters, then of course, it is a little difficult to underst
on the occasion when there was a motion before the House for having
this Bill circulated for eliciting public opinion, our popular Ministers threw
up their hands in horror and prvssc&ﬁl for the passing of the Bill as it is.
In a matter like this, Sir, our Ministers §hnuld_ have had no hesitation
in eliciting public opinion in a matter like this, because after all, the
clectorate is = our masters and  we are the servants - of the clcctor;}tes.
However, Sir, that stage is now past lnstox:y :111({_&1?1:0 15 little to  be gained
by looking back to it. On another occasion, Sir, H may be recalled that
my Hon’ble friend Mr. Rohini Kumar Chnu\dhl_m, (unfortunatcly he is not
in the House at present, I am speaking of .hls unregencrate days ; 'he
was then a private member like my humble-self) 1~.c.111:::x-kcd about these high
salaries. T am reading it from an Qld speech of his, “If they are really bent
upon having a reduction of expend_lture, sho_uld they not as popular repre-
Sentatives, as elected members of this CO}IHQI, SI}OW an example to their
own collcagues, show an example to their o“'n subordinates, show ap
€xample to their own Secretaries and sho‘\.-v :13; (;‘f\‘siinplc to the officers of
Government by reducing their ol Salzl‘(lilei ! t‘f?’ bose as representa-
tives of the people of the province, shou f‘t 1ley nor ablleg: to a lower s
voluntarily and thus come to the rescue o _‘1 1¢ people P Can the
their Secretaries who come from a long d_lbta(ilcg over the se
standard of living in India must be admittec ‘Lo be somew
reduce their salaries ? Of what use any Retrenchment Committee be and
on what ground shall we go and ask officers of the various Imperial
Servees to reduce their salaries 7 We do not  know what their economic
condition is in their own home and we do not know how far they are hard
hit in the matter of their general finances. How can we ask these officers to
reduce their salaries when we cannot get our own N, our own Minjsters
to reduce theirs so as to bring the pay to a reasonable Standard.”

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : On a point of information, Sir,
was the salary at that time ?

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA.: I sh_all co
Will my hon. friend have a little patience, Sir ?

ate—our
and why

alary
Y expect
as and whoge
hat higher to

what

me to that presently;
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Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: May I have a reply to my question ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon, member has given an
assurance for such a reply.

Mr. ARUN KI.J'M{\R CHANDA : It is very difficult to reply to
these running interjections and commentaries. Sir, if my hon. friends
are thinking that this speech was delivered in reference to salaries which
were as high as Rs.3,500, they are mistaken. Let me read out a little
more of the speech and they will know what Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri’
observations were about Mahatma Gandhi’s opinion that the salary of

- Government servants should not exceed Rs.500 excepting in those cases
where experts have got to be employed. Said he then: “In this House
we have been rather accustomed to turn a deaf ear to what is said by

that great man, I mean Mahatmaji. What T was saying just before
we rose for lunch was when Mahatma Gandhi, who is no longer des-
cribed as a half naked seditious Fakir and who has been receiving
ovations. and princely receptions in different parts of England, has pres-
cribed Rs.500 as the maximum to be given to any non-expert Govern-
ment servant, by what stretch of imagination is it considered that Rs.2,000
per mensem would be too little for the Hon’ble Ministers of7the Govern-
ment of Assam ?”’

From this we know that the Hon’ble Minister Srijut Rohini Kumar
Chaudhuri was then attracted by this ideal set up by Mahatma Gandbhi.
May I ‘know if the Hon’ble Minister Mr. Chaudhuri woul:l want me to
read that portion over again ?

In view of all this, Sir, I submit that thesc salaries: were laid down
by the Congress after careful and anxious considerations and they were
not fixed with a view to making a mockery of the high position of
Ministers or of the men who would accept the office of Ministers on those
reduced salaries.

From:the other side of the House we noticed the other day two
motions tabled suggesting a drastic cut in the salaries proposed by this
Government.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That can
not be referred to in this House.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: That cannot be. referred to !
Why not ? Were we not secved with copies of those amendments, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Of course the hon. member can
make a passing reference to that.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : If my hon. friend is pained.........

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK:: What time ‘is allowed to an hon.
member in:such -discussion; Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: - Urder the rules there is no time
limit..

Mr. JOBANG'D5 MARAK: T want to say something on this.

The' flon’ble t?ne SPEAKER_: I have always tried to induce hon.
members to be as brief as'possible in regard to speeches on Bills.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : It is very difficult for one to take
up the threads where one lefc them when one is so constantly inter-
rupted, Sir. )
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2 L alas
Now, about these salarics, there were swo .m"‘ndmmllt%.(*:::; ::111(’
they were still-born ! But from this we can very well un(;{:l*‘w who
there are many hon. members on lh;sl side of the : "\‘Lvilit‘(l o
feel that an increase in the existing salaries would not l)‘.‘]lli,‘l.(mxxl’l‘llc
would not be the nght thing to attempt at any rate '"“;tt_ was from
other side of the IHouse, we have heard only one ‘\‘!?(‘Cch ;m(l‘ l i nt ;r\- Sir,
my hon. fiiend Maulavi Abdut R.zhm:m. . \\\uum it be parliamentary, )
s m a political turncoat ({aug hter). ) ‘
n (';!Lzlyiun’iblc the SPEAKER : Certainly it “““lil. i bt'H suse  will
Mr. ARUN KUMAR (‘,H:\ND:‘.\ :  Because, Sir, ll}(‘. “fn;[irﬁcncc
remember that he was the first man tomtate the d‘f&m“i o \n.nt-u );\U‘b Sir
motions in this Flouse. He was the first to cast the mﬂ}:\tmz(:-k;hdl to the
Muhammad Saadulla.  But now  we “_"‘_l‘ ]}(‘f“‘l‘\;; lf‘f'“ '(l"\ls\t(i\' Sy I
high office of the chiel \\inan'_ﬂf the Ministerialist Party. at 1s b
asked for your permission, Sir, to
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :
throw any stone on Sir
v SA: « 1 18 1 ‘. . A
mad I:'I;l(t:lllll[i‘f\\ll”lgizglﬂl CHANDA : 1 do not think any scng\}i “f"‘“'jﬁ'
neced be taken of what this hon. nu'u!lwr stated because consistency i
politics has not been one of his strong points,
I shall come to the other speech drom
present Government which was made by
European group.

3 o AT T QT > !
call him a turncoat, il pe 1}1113.\{11»1: t
On a point of explanation, 1 did no
Muhammad Saadulla buton the then Sir Muham-

among  the supporters of the
y the illustrious leader of the
Of course we, ¢n this side of the I’lnu'\‘c, do not ..’llll‘.'lCh
much importance to the specches from those I‘u,-n_c'lnl‘s'.‘ \Hu zllllAllsnsmfl hll\l(i
done, the Iluropeans in this country are a race ol ac ‘,‘l“t?”_‘“f“.“ . .1)(‘.‘_\‘%(;“\‘
come out to this country to v;ul} fat salaries and .clm)' 1.11111"(‘11‘& .1(11( 'I ul_. ! b
As I wag recading the other day in a book on Ill(‘_l!i.ll b‘)”.z .Jl_nf»pm'ni dIlIt‘ll‘Ul 1‘:<
really a travesty of truth to say or suggest that ,I?‘HFL\:I.CI‘\\ C‘()ll.l( oﬁut .t.;l) ‘.13( :"t 1(] 1r
her benefi, 'J'l’u:y come out to earn high -\“l"‘“ft‘{ g I““;Sl?mfill Y_Ls.('flu}l‘ ]}l
enjoy life.  So if the members of the ]uu}-opm\n sx‘(?llp fm_c .r 11(:'111:\‘& ‘1(? 1’1; ‘}1;
agrecmcnt with this move on the part of thc:_(x(‘>}'$.1i‘1111‘1$l]111. to ‘1‘1\:’]@‘t 1e s_aa m‘us
increased we can confess to no surprise, bc(_iaui;. 'dbmn-tlt' it 1‘\’ w mAt -. \:L- .c.atn
expect of them ? The spirit of sacrifice anc selfa togation cgnn\_ot enter into

: e ~ave them, therefore, severely alone in the consideration of
Fl}:at gurbole, 1 l-c-kuws‘[ir wimt I wanted to submit to the House 1s that our
;)ot]aii)i!(;(:{ g]t)liloliz[;is should not lock upon tlu?“ (kingxcs; ?1deI:111 ot' M»lix'nster-s,
salaries as a political stunt of a lJiH‘UCl}lil‘l'1)0}.‘1"*1 'II?"[II -y .f m;f‘ l‘l_md to
show that this standard w:s sct up after a great L,L'd 10_ 'COIISIC.LI'JUO_I_I by
some of the greatest political thinkers o(' tht C<?}lillr)l A}hcl.lt 18 '1 puy‘ that we
in this House arc mixing up party 1)01“1('-? ;\“11‘ ll ‘1‘1(' (l§CUSblOll of such a
far reaching matter as this. After alli, lht}‘llc 1*‘2} )(,(_'l,l HI(JOT\fGI‘nlnent 1In this
province which has proved to the world t mt‘a‘ over mngnt was p.osm_b\le on
these reduced salarics. Nollllng has haPPUltd 51_1106 then to Justify  an
increase in those salaries. Sir, who could say that incre

ased salaries would
bl ~ 'p
- = 1ent !
€ a guarantee for any better Government

I besecech the hon, memberg
of this House not to look upon this move from this side O the House A
political manoeuvre. We sincerely believe that no Indi

an as g
should accept any higher salaries. This is a view which g

decp appeal to all Indian members of ‘tlns Housc{ }Jecagse, alter al, 4
Indians realise that ours is a poor country, a country WthCh 18 dominated
over by foreigners ; and ceaselessly exploited L‘)y lzlmg. We have not acquir-
ed independence so as to be able to shape oull own destiny, ‘et we are a
long way from it. In the circumstances, we h dian Minister

Minister
hourld make g

old that ng In
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should accept a salary which would be out of proportion with the paying
capacity of the tax-payer and also the carning capacity of the children of the
under

On this oceasion, Sir, I need not go. into the circumstances
be our

soil.
¥ DI&I!(‘.V(‘.V may

which the present Government came into office.
differences we can yet agree on this point of salaries because the questiow
relates to the well-being of the province as a whole. Weé can recall, Sin,
that when the Congress Government threw up office out of regard for highs
principles and when there was a talk of having an alternative Government
in this provincé with the support of the Congress party, the oracle of the
tea industry Mr. Lagden was seized with panic and advised his constituents
that no one could countenance such a ramp ! But they fecl no pricks of
conscience in countenancing a puppet Government because such a- Govern-
ment eat out of their hands. Sir, cn an analysis of the votes on wHhich
Government have won: on certain motions in
that if we take out the votes that the European members have cast in' theip
favour the Government could have no legs to stand on.  We know that the
main stay of this Government is the European planting group, we know too
well unfortunately, they have views of their own in this matter. But L sub-
mit that in a matter like this, all these considerations should not enter ;
bBecause after all, what is the subject-matter of discussion—the subject
matter of discussion is whether we should have our Ministers on such
salaries as the province can afford to pay or pay them in excess of our
capacity ? Sir, I have just now been reminded by my leader about what
He stated on the last occasion in this House in connection with the question
of salaries of our Ministers.. These are the words of my.leader Mr. Bardoloi :
«Tt will be seen that in the Congress provinces of Madras and: Bombay;
paid two pies and four pies respectively. In' Bengal: which is
decent salary to the Ministers they also do not pay more  than
dred of population ; but in Assam the standard. of salary
forward in the Bill would mecan a payment of 22 pies' per:

Sir, it will also be seen that even.if the Bengal

they are
paying a
nine pies-per hun
that has been put

hundred of population.
standard is adhered to, the amend ment that has been put forward: by my-
_ Omeo Kumar Das will represent the actualamount which
» Of course these figures are too well-knovwn:
There' is no:

hon. friend Srijut

should be paid to our: Ministers :
mbers. of the House to require reiteration.

the present session, we find!

to the hon. me€ : ; :
fact that the salaries which are now. being proposed’ are:

gainsaying the 1ac ) . cin i

really very expensive from_the point of.view-of the financial ' position: of the:

province. Another point is that the war has further worsened ithe situation:
capacity of the people is very small and' the

war has-

Asit is, the paylng _ peoy : ; : -
financial complications in that/it has- caused" the: rise in"

brought on further 1 :
! necessities of life.

the price of A
this matter, party politics should not have entered at allv
hon. friends opposite, who . believe in . their heart of  hearts: that: such am
jncrease in sa
sidé si mply- because we fly under the Congress flag: whichiis-like a‘red rag’ to
them !’

The.sHD:lul’bl-“-?‘th"-' SPEAKER:: I hope the hon. me mber will finish..

So I submit, Sir, that in the consideération’ of*
Itlooks as'if’ my-

lafies IS‘I'AOt JuStiﬁCd, Are: even =thenr runable to come OVCr't(y otir

Mz ARUN RUMAR CHANDA': Sir, you will take into . considera--

tion the;amOUnbof'tlme lost in interjections  and interruptions

1 have been subjected.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : - Yes. I have taken that into considera-

tion.

to- which-
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Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Now, Sir, T only want to elaborate
Just another point and then finish. We have been all asked to vote on the
salaries of the Ministers at a certain figure that is proposed by Government.
I submit that nothing substantial has been shown by the Government to
Justify this increase on existing salaries. OF course we have heard a great
deal about such beautifully vague expressions as dignity and status but there
has been no material placed before the House which would justify the hon.
members to say that the salaries which were being offered to the past
Government and which we propose to offer to the present Government, were
such that no Government could accept.  If it was anybody’s case that hy
Paying higher salaries to the Ministers than what we paid in the past, we
would bring to the province a better form of Government then I believe
even many on this side would have no compunction in saying to the House
that an increase  in salaries would be really justified. But good Govern-
ment even at its best, is a question of opinion. When our European friends in
this House state that they always stand for good Government, we do not
really understand what they mean by it and we have yet to understand  how
the Congress-Coalition Government was a bad Government from the point
of view of the province and not of any particular group, So when any
party says that these salaries have to be given to a set of Ministers who will
give us good Government, we do not really know what we are being
asked to vote upon because this term ‘good’ is such a vague term. So I
submit, Sir, that this House would be justified in reconsidering the whole
matter before this Bill is passed into law, as also the position hitherto taken
up by the members of the House. It is not a question of party politics but a
great deal more. I appeal to the hon. mcmbers.opposite, to rise above the
Passions of party politics and to look at this question from a broader point of
view. They must remember that it is not a move against Sir Muhammad
Saadulla or any individual Minister or the Cabinet as a whole for the
matter of that ; but it is a view point which Tam trying to make clear to
the House inspired by a desire for the wcll-bel}]g of the province as a whole.
In our present discussions, we have got nothing to do with the question
whether we have now the Government of Sir Muhammad Saadulla or of
X, Y, Z. 1In every view of the matter, Sir, irrespective of the Govern-
ment in existence, we hold that the salaries which the Congress-Coalition
Government used to draw, are quite adequate to grant to any Government
in the province of Assam.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Mr. Speaker, Sir. We have heard
enough from the other side of the House and as thye
of the House was silent over th.ls matter, I  should like
say a few words about this Bill. Sir, I do not
for lengthening the discussion on this Bill but T wish to byi
the House our view point regarding this Bill. Sir, the sou
of this province is land-revenue only and the people who
exchequer of the province are the backbone of the Government (hear, hear)
and if there be an extra burden then the weight of this extra burden will’
fall on the shoulders of the poor raiyats. (Hear, hear.) Sir, When I am
supporting the Government, I have no right to ‘say anything against the
Government but still I must say that I am here not to please any Gavern-
ment (hear, hear) but I am here to represent the wants, needs and grievances
of the people (hear, hear). Again I should say that | belong to a parti-
cular party what is called the Assam United Party and if | go too far, I

side

to
s€e any reason
ng to the mind of
rce of the finances
contribute to the
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But, Sir, there are

think, it will be going against the prestige of the party.
[ have not

many things to be taken into consideration regarding this Bill.
taken a note of points on which I will speak and interruptions broke up my
trend of thought. I thought that I should not speak at all on the Bill but the
Qppositir)n party was speaking all along over this Bill and our Government
side was quite silent and so I think, we should also say something about this
Bill. Some people say that the salaries of the Ministers should not be very
high (hear, hear,) and they raised the question of standard of living. 1 think
the standard of living of many of the hon. members of this House does  not
differ much with the standard of living of the Hon’ble Ministers, and I
think, it is not at all desirable to raise this question here. I can live on
Rs.20, Rs.50 or Rs.100. When I was a school master I used to draw Rs.99
-only. I wasin America for six years and after my return from there, 1
drew only Rs.45. After that, I was drawing Rs.95 as a Government servant
and then I was drawing Rs.150 and Rs.210 and when the last great war
broke out I was drawing Rs.500 as Supervisor in the war service, and 1 did
not find any difference in my standard of living. It is only & man’s wish as
to how to live. Now, Sir, I want to deal with another side and T shall be
very brief.

Sir, we find that even a Weaving Superintendent in Shillong is drawing
Rs.800 per month and our Extra Assistant Commissioners, who are below
the Members of the Legislative Assembly in  rank (loud laughter) arc
drawing up to Rs.1,200 or Rs.1,500 per month. There is not the only ques-
tion of rank but there are some other things to be taken into consideration.
Our province of Assam is very rich in Forest and many a forest produce
remains unexploited. Our province is also very rich in lands because many
million acres of land remain uncultivated. In the Garo Hills, there arc
millions of maunds of coal lying. We want a man who is able to devise  how
to exploit these things so that the Assam Government may become  more
prosperous and self-sufficient financially. I'or that purpose we want men who
are able and who will be able to see to these things.

My point in bringing the above points to the notice of my hon. friends
is this.  If the present Ministers’ Salaries Bill be thrown out, I think the
Leader of the House will not be prepared to stay on as Premier.
(A wvoice:—How do you know ?) I do not know of course, but |
think so. But that is my opinion, Sir. He is sacrificing alrcady. As a
Minister he was receiving before, rupees three thousand and five hundred
(loud laughter). From that Rs.3,500, Sir, his pay was reduced. Again,

Sir, the next stage......

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. member will finish.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir, in order to retain the Gabinet
members and particularly Sir Muhammad Saadulla, I think the Ministers’
Salaries Bill should be passed (applause). We expect, Sir, many things from
him. For this very reason I think we should pass this Bill.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I cannot talk on this
subject with all the fervour of my hon. friend Mr. Chanda. I find, Sir, that
my hon. friend has rather cramped my style by his saying before-hand how
many things he f:loe~s not like. He does not like to hear stock arguments,
butkI hope he will forgive me if I reproduce some arguments which are not
stock. :

I do not intend to waste the time of the House by di i igni

" ¢ : scussing the dignit
of Ministers, but I think there are certain points whiZh mightghave beeg
overlooked. We find a good deal of members referring to the decision of
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the Congress Hich Command and saving

that the Congress Ministers usually
only took Rs.500 as their salary. We

on this side can respect that view,
bascd as it is on something resembling a political religion. But respecting
that vicw docs not mean that we ad mit its soundness or wish to adopt it.

We have heard from another hon. speaker on the opposition side
an exhortation that the Ministers should be content with plain living and
high thinking.  With the permission ol this House, I should like to suggest
that what we need here is plain speaking and right thinking (Hear, hear) from
every Minister of Assam as well as from these benches. The pl‘ill(‘.iplc of
cconomy of high salarics is not a new onc. It finds expression p'.,u'ticul;u-ly
in Amcrica.  The merits of paying high salaries are obvious, It widens the
field of compctition and increases efliciency.

We have also heard about taking office in a spirit of sacrifice and service,
1\[;1\' 1 sugeest as a 1"nx-l1“1§fu‘x“r and 1 think the interests of t:lx-pzlyers are
rather likely to be overlooked in this over-heated Assembly—that what
matters most is not the spirit of service in which a  Minister takes office,
but it is the quality of service which he gives when he is in office  (Hear,
hear). "T'his brings me to the only important point I wish to make, which
is that if we vote high salaries, we demand and expect a high standard of
service.  And a high standard of service carries with it our freedom
to criticisc,

We wish to be free to criti.cig: any Minister on any subject and with our
vote, to help to replace the Minister who blunders, What, therefore, js e
usc of our right to criticise, if we cannot ensure  that the best m:m’ holds
Cabinet office ?  If, however, we vote the Ministers a reasonable salary we
are entitled to expect that the Minister who holds that office will make pg
expensive blunders and will do something to increase the welfare of Assam
rather than to diminish it, and will do something for the great numbers 0;'
our fellow men, that they may live more abundantly.

In our view, the most valuable feature in the democratic form of
Government is the right to grumble, and I should like to remind my ho0
friend Mr. Chanda when he talks about slaves in this country, that thig oy
one of the few countries in the \\'0}"1(1 at this time where the right to gl‘umblls,
and criticise is preserved i toto. *The whole. of this war in Europe i bein
waged at the present moment because there is an area in Central Euro §
where the right to grumble has disappeared (hear, hear). We w P
tically that right preserved, and to preserve it, we shall vote. a Minister?
salary becoming of his position, so that we can grumble when he makes m;j ;
takes ; and if we can persugde others to grumble with us, then thls-
Minister gocs because there will be no dearth of competent successors gt }?t
pay we are voting now. Holding this view, and with the object i

A 5 of T s
the most valuable right we have, namely of the right to grumble Preserving
d

supports the Ministers’ Salaries Bill. my group
Srijut KARKA DALAY MIRI: 3333 nwpef Ry, wfs T
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affzts) 7A%%) A §4) £ala HWir) 218 ) xafiy @qa ;s wife
#F 1" ¢ AGA WA A1 S 3 w7154 wfq wfers | CIEARATE (DALY
] H99218 FH A6 FAWS AgA | (BLALT AT JF) AT 3% wA3&) L9
mnag @ffeq (731 A (SLISF (FNA2 (BL4TA AT wiats 7zcg 3fa
ABF | A3 (TIATS (ANBE EWAITD wsAA Y @ifsy fseys »9M|AX <@ 23|
FAAF DTS IF GIRAIg]Z W[5 gAngl slzq Ff3 7 AAA #13fga «fem (36
Fwels 3{% Sfadea = IS A fater wsseF ATAL AAY e feifa
smea atftcs | Ags awva Fgid eradarE {¥ principle zA AW AT
3fa 7ats @e fig 33 491 A1Z | w41 @@ Tribal zay atss ATBIE-
g% 2afmIe A2 1«3 (#3313 ¢3 a3 fam oppose FLAN |

Srijut SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA: se1ifs %143, THY AR
nUF 095 FILAGT] Lx(g AR @E faagm 3NEWd FeFE ¢2F FX ANA
qfa catql @ 231 31Aq Fgefira ey cafe wfEfy (XF2 AT ATHA
Q@ 71z 27 W& 200\ TF (FTA AIN HI{Z (AR fase 1 CSfom AEBE
s TEiwNT CRfea | |y A 1w g3 "I 518 aetafsfe F[ACa s
Aarata 1S =i fe efatgl 13 ragq A% oty (Il wzl =WF AFF AU
Gys! A SR VAT »eo AT CATATE 23 raW TECT ) o3 AT WS
fq cofaeita Atfarg B (561 R A2 s saz WP g1 @IS TAT
s@a wanzta Bill eatafe | <@aw sFwwea fa A0 ei3s =E TATER
wr #tHeR frg faawea afq qassi 4% qa Imefrn Ita CIARTA a?
st g W foaiw sgeieds fag ofa ot# Astana facas i #11 Bf5s 1
L&A TRTOR KIS 71 ool F67 Aeq (9 ace] FW YA AL
Ai3tRl)  T(OE BIENa @ox af) TS| 43R FfA weey HA® Ifata | S
AIES ooy T | CRAES tS0AS 19 HO1 AfKR 12[IUS TSNS ATSH
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Fleq amiza 1 Wt awsty Al TSt Ayt At sfaeRa sfrs afécs
R wainra w3 o . SB[ BT ABGAAISS sl TH 0alg |
WX AFET g o AT M St gy o o o
AP @ fF€ constituency I Ricawa far sy o) SAr3cR | N3 ([eNy 2?
GIEATRBS F1ATRAT Feplas! UGTE 514 «Efwa) ey fag R fegtn 3
AFT 6 M D | TS Ar o oquey G AfF TH s |y I ¥ ey
I AMgF Private Secretary, Parliamentary Secretary $7f IpF 1B
4T AR AT 2L | (WA WS (AR F &3 (46 Mg FAS AT ST
Arerfa 1 wfer 2% o1e B Local Board  xaf¥ stetx cind &3 R @q
fols +Bc 7 FAfr cste starsa 2% 7 Af6 2etg (3 cofy frade fi =3Q
rE AT Vece 1 o wey Sty @) Safdarse feais " @B =]
R RS YR et I Jww, W1 AT @@ ya4E v fagaswy @t
wf 3@ |« faaie facasal awf cstas Aaca oy RAWNIIA AT ) af
¥ Ifa FB10 (TH GA CSrA'S A oy vt ey Ul R e e
1 2T | @ [fRre R @F Ra® =i i)

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAF: M. Speaker, Sir, T think
failing iri' my duty if I db not record my protest in' this vital
know that this matter has been discussed threadbare on the flnor of the
House and that tlie whole matter was tht)rough]y thrasHed” out, I Hhave
listened’ to'the debate with'rapt attention and I' have tried to gather the
arguments that have been'advanced'for and against cnhancing the salarjes
off Ministers: We have heard all=so.rts>' of view points advanced! It i g
mattér’ off opinibii' and’ these view' pomnts” may pc found’ reasonable or yp.
reasotfible.  But' the basis-—tlie reasons for which: the salaries' of Ministers
have been Sought'l to-be enhahCCd, wedo nOt.,ﬁnd n LSpCC‘Ch or xeply by
Hon'ble Ministers except those what are’ beihg given' in' the Statement' of
Objects:and: Rieagors: of the Bill and’the otie or two-points advariced by hon.
Mr. Moore and Mr. Whittaker. Sir, in the Bill itself we find that the
saliiries and allowarices; provided by the Act which it'is’ proposed’ to repeal
intavcordance with' the'policy of the Gongress' Party which' was'thep in'office. -
are not sufficient to maintain: Mill;Stel's°1.ii ;‘é:isgna.ble dignity. Sir, T féat;’
yow will pull‘me up‘if I discuss’ this omt—dignity—, which My, Chanda
deseribed as Beautifiilly vague, and w ich'Mr. “Whittaker  a150 discussed
Suffiee"it to'say, and’ T’ Hope it will be conceded by hoy: members; that' digrity
cantiot:be added to’tHe Hon’Ble- Miriisters' rifeyely- by paying'a few hhh‘d%ea§
offrupees:to-tHerii: and that'dignity’ cantiof ehhance' ina person’ by h‘i;gher’
salary any more than one can be ‘made‘a gentleman by a tailor. If 4 person’
is‘ribt argeritlemari’by His*conduct; by his beha\no‘ur, by Hhis® action, he can-
not be “coriverted inito a! gentlémarn: by a'beautiful dress’ "y
tailor ir thie: Police Bazar. The‘qu‘é‘st‘i(‘)n of* digpity has Been raised Because
no:dthier cogent’reasons can:be found: for enHancing the salary, M. Mbore
said" that' tHe salary s}iould’be'sufﬁcieqt cqn;ider‘ing the arduousness of the
duty asiwell ag- the responsibility. Sir, I'beg’to’'say that there is'no measure

I shall be
question, T
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by which a limit can be set up which will go to
between the two lines are sufficient to compensate for
task and for the responsibilitv involved in a Minister™
Now, when Sir Muhammad’s first Cabinet carie into ¢
very members of the European Group to my left, advanced the
arguments to support that Rs.2,500 should be paid to the Prime Minister
and Rs.1.500 to other Ministers, to keep them in reasonable comfort and
for the maintenance of their dignity. How is it, Sir, and what curious
process of transformation has taken place, that the dignity which could
be maintained only at Rs.2,500 a couple of years ago, can he maintained
at Rs.2,000 only to-day ? When that Cabinet was in existence, some of the
Ministers were maintained at Rs.1,500 per month. So, if the dignity was
maintainable only at Rs. 1,500 per month at that time,

the arduousncess of the

]i”'ﬁ ).
xistence, these

}('”-.\HH(T

Low is it possible

in these days, when the prices are rising and the cost of living has gone¢
up, to maintain the self-same dignity of the most Ministers at Rs.1,000 7
it at

What logic is this ?  Sir, it reminds me of a story ; T will not detail
length. The story in short is this :for a particular community in our
province vegetable is to be served first on ceremonial occasions.  Now, it
so happened that on the occasion of a marriage cercmony in that com-
munity, vegetable was forgotten to be served first but this was remembered
at the close of the function. So some of the Pundits and other people
said that that marriage was null and void, and they dirccted it to be per-
formed over again. Then a clever Pundit came to the rescuc, and said
“let us arrange to put the vegetable in the anatomy of our guests by such a
reverse process that it would reach the same position had it been scrved
first””  (laughter). So, Sir, is that reverse process of logic going Lo
_be applied to-day also? I fail to sece what logic is there in
it.
Then, Sir, we know that one of the members of that Cabinet was paid
only Rs.700 per mensem. Will Mr. Moore or any other member of his line
of thinking say by what process the dignity of that particular Minister was
maintained with that sum ? We have heard it only this morning from
Sir Muhammad Saadulla that the responsibility of the Ministers is joint,
and provision must have been made for maintenance of reasonable dignity
of each and all the members of the Cabinet. Now, if one of the Ministers
requires Rs.2,000 to maintain his dignity, how can others, considering that
their responsibility is joint, maintain the self-same dignity with Rs.1,000
only ? »

yThe Hon’ble the SPEAKER: When the hon member began his
speech I understood that he had realised the undesirability of repeating
arguments, but now I find he is repeating arguments.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : I beg your pardon, Sir, but I crave
your indulgence on’two considerations, firstly, that the subject itself is very
stale, and secondly, 1 am replying to arguments advanced. 1 understand
from my leader that he is not speaking ; therefore, I will try in my humble
way to meet the arguments of the members supporting the Government,

motion.

earth servants of Government are so well paid as in the Indian Civil
Service. For some time there was a clamour, atany rate a propaganda,
that the members of the Indian Civil Service were most efficient iﬁeople.

That theory has been exploded and I need not take the time of the House

show that  the salary

Now, Sir, when the members of the European block support the
motion we could understand it, because nowhere on the surface of the .

LA |

B o D ——
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to-day by discussing that theorv.

All the efliciency of British civil servants
rests

on the efficiency of the British  Army, Navy and Air Force. If the
British Army, Navy and Air Forces cease to be ctficient, the efliciency of the
British civil servants will have vanished away like mist before the morning
sun.  Since the Furopeans in India draw high salary, it isonly meet and
proper that they should try to draw some Indians to their side by giving
them very high emoluments, so that they may serve the purposes of British
masters by sacrificing the interests of the country. Sir, this is no new
thing to us, but may I remind this Block over again what I stated about
18 months before from this very position 2 Ido not pretend to be a
political wiscacre. 1 shall be content to remain a student of Politics, But
from this very position where Ido stand now I said that *British Ime
perialism will be more in need of Indian nationalism than Indian
pationalism will be in need of British Imperialism”. What we find to-day,
Sir ? It has so happened that if British Imperialism needs anything, it needs
the aid of Indian nationalism to-day. Indian resources are counting factors
in determining the present situation in Europe now. Is it too much to
expect in the interests of both the Britishers as well as Indians, that parti-
cular section of our White masters, who are occ

a task of driving slaves in their plantations, not to get out of touch with
world politics, not to side always with the reactionary forces which want to
stifle all progressive ideas in this land ? 1 hope, I am not crying in vain.
(1 voice : in vain). All right, that does not matter with us ; we are out to
fight for our right, and prepared to fight to a finish. '

Again, Sir, Mr. Whittaker said that high emoluments were necessary
for ensuring quality and efliciency.  In his speech  he advocated plain
speaking and right thinking. 1 may be pardoned, Sir, if T do not feel that
he was indulging in plain speaking and right thinking. At any rate his
speech did not savour of plain speaking and right thinking when he sup-
ported higher salary for our l\IiniSi(‘I'S.‘ He said that in America quality and
cfliciency are ensured by high salaries. But why should we go to far off
America across the Atlantic for an analogy.  We “can go to a place nearer
home, I mean Japan. The Japanese Prime Minister does not get more
than  Rs.770  or thercabout per month. Could it be said that the
responsibilities of the Prime Minister of Japan arve less, or his duties less
arduous than those ol our Ministers ?  Sir, that ar ument is a very stale
and unconvincing one. 1t may beexcusable for Mr. Whittaker not to
know much about the quality ol the individual members of the Cabinet as
he is practically a new comer into this Assembly, but when he came into
the party, he ought to have tried to ascertain who is who. T it sought to
be argued that quality in a person can be at once raised by paying him
more money ? That is absurd, whatever Mr. Whittaker may think. Now
Sir, this lcads us to another aspeet of the question which js neither
pleasant nor very edifying, but which is highly relevant ang which I am
obliged to raise. I do not name, but certainly -lhere are members inside this
Cabinet who did never earn in all their past lives anything approaching to
the salary that is being proposed for them.

C - What standard did the
maintain i the past ? What quality did they produce ? How many 0};‘

them did pay any income-tax i'? the past ? I am sure not many of them,
Did anybody enquire into that ? It 1s not my business to enquire, and I
would not have concerned myself with it ?

. . ; but when Mr, Wittaker raised the
question of quality and efliciency, I am  bound to

e ; . . say that quality and
efficicncy cannot be raised at once by voting g higher salary for
them.

upied in none too pleasant
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. Then, the next question he raised—I am afraid, Sir, you w i1ll ask me to
sit down, as the time is drawing close.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : So long as the hon. member is rele-
vant, I will not ask him to sit down.

_ Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Thank you, Sir. The next question
hé raised was the right of grumbling. He thinks that if we pay higher
salaries to Ministers we shall have more or greater rizht to grumble,
as, if we pay a Minister Rs.500 we shall have, let us assume for the
sake of argument, 10 minutes-per-day right of grumbling, if we pay
}nm Rs.1,000 we shall have 20 minutes’ right of grumbling, and
if we pay Rs.2,000 we shall have half an hour’s right of gru mbling. Is that
an argument, Sir ? Are we here to be told that if we do not pay our
Ministers a high salary we shall have no right to grumble > ‘The right to
grumble, that is to say to criticise a popular Minister, is an inherent .rxght
enjoyed by the people irrespective of the amount of salary paid to Ministers.

_ Mr. Whittaker also said that India is the only country where one is per-
mitted to grumble ! Isit a cruel irony ? Is it a sad joke that he is casting to
our teeth ? Our lot in this unfortunate province, or for the matter of that,
in this unfortunate country, is that we cannot grumble. Can Mr. Whittaker
stand up before this august Assembly and say we are :L“()’»"-'U(] to grumble
after seeing what happened in Digboi a few months back ? '\"th.t to say
about incarceration of Mr. Ashrafuddin and host of other patriots in India
to-day ? Was it not a cry of hunger at Dighoi ?  Did they not say that
““ we are toiling in this oil-field at the risk of our lives, that we cannot work
here for more than ten years—the risks are so great that our lives are cut
short, and that the remuneration paid is not sufficient to make both ends
meet and to maintain our families.” Was it not a cry of the hungry at
Digboi months back ? Has not Mr. Whittaker the knowledge of what hap-
pened in Digboi as sequel to this grumbling ? Leave alone those questions

which were matters of enquiry by Sir Manmatha, nor am I treading on
t up by Government.

the ground covered by the Committees of Enquiry set d

I will simply state the resultant effect of their cry. One fine morning the
District Magistrate of Dibrugarh—who if left to himself in any other part
of the world, would, it is extremely doubtful, ecarn on<-fourth of wh.at 1s
paid out of the Indian exchequer—but who by some frpak of fortune is in
the happy position of being in the “steel frame” of India and being the man
on the spot—(and the British Imperial Government always depending on

the man on the spot)—passed orders upon a number of un.fortunatc pCOPI_e
ear out of Dibrugarh subdi-

of Digboi that within 24 hours they had to cl -
vision bag and baggage and once for all. It was not possible for some of
them even to bring their belongings together—and some of them could not
get back to their homes or meet their people. In certain cases the father
could not meet his son but was booked off from Digboi with the help of the
military. A carriage of the Dibru-Sadiya Railway was kept ready there......
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: On a point of information, Sir.
Has the hon. member any right to bring in the happenings at Digboi ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : He is dealing with the point of grumb-
ling, if I may say so.
) Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Itisa pity if the hon. member, who
is representative of the poor people, is not acquainted with what happened
at Digboi, and a shame if he cannot stand a description of how inhumanly
these people were dealt with at Dighoi.
The Hon ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. member will deal with
the points as briefly as possible.
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Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : The labourers who grumbled were
pushed out of Digboi with bag and baggage, forced into a railway carriage
and moved out. There was one S. Singh Punjabi......

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think the hon. member is digressing
from the point.
Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : I am cutting it short, Sir.

Briefly stated, these labourers and their leaders without being given a
sporting chance of collecting their properties and materials were kicked
out from Digboi and Dibrugarh subdivision for the matter of that within 24
hours ; some of them had no homes elsewhere  to go to. Isit the case of
Mr. Whittaker, then, that India is the only place in the world where one
can grumble ? Does he seriously mean it ? 1 hope that he did not mean
it as a ridicule—as an irony. Any way reverting to Mr. Whittaker’s argu-
ment, it sounds very funny that if we pay more we have the right to grumble
otherwise not.  Or does he mean that if we pay a Minister less, he becomes
worthless or conversely that if the pay is smaller an efficient person will not
put in his best work or will cease to be as efficient as if he were given
higher salary ?  This is an argument which casts slur on the Prime Minister
and other Ministers and it is for them to reply.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Does the
hon. member mean his own Prime Minister ?

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : My Leader was the Prime Minister
there, and he cast it off like anything, but you and your Prime Minister
picked it up. It was he and his people who took it up. I am sorry that the
Hon’ble Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuii should have descended to this level.
Anyway, Mr. Whittaker reminded me about a statement that Sir Muham-
mad Saadulla made about ‘ service , as a matter of fact he repeated that
statement this morning for the second time in this Session—that “service or
the spirit of service is nobody’s monopoly and that different people have got
different methods of service.”” Surely different people may have different
standards or methods of approach to service, but if we analyse all that ig
being achieved in this Session we will find that some more posts have been
Created, salaries of the Ministers have. bccn' enhanced. Ten more—or at
least six more posts, as the Flon’ble Prime Minister stated, of Parliamentary
Secretaries will shortly be filled in. Sir, when prohibition could not be conti-
nued for want of funds,”when mass 11t§racy could not be undertaken for
paucity of funds, when the Hon’ble Premier could not take up nation-building
schemes on financial grounds, then what method of approach to ¢ Service *

‘has he taken ? He comes up with a Bill that the salaries of the Ministers

should be doubled. Shall we not be t;xcusc;d if we say that the method of
his service is service to himself first, that is, to improve his own position first ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the Lon, member will finish.
Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Sir, the quality of service

service, does not depend upon do.ubling up of the salary from ORrsesoc(:)ient
Rs.1,000.  Sir, the Ministers’ salaries are to be fixed in the Spirit of .serv'to
ice

and according to the economic condition of the people of the coun
to say, according to the capacity of the province to pay. I sub
poor province like Assam Rs.500 is enough.  Sir, if the avera
our people is Rs.42, if the Government is realising from the

Barpathar area a revenue of Rs.82,000, and this year an add;j
of Rs.35,000, without giving them in return a road, or
other primary amenities of life is it right and

1try, that is
mit that for 5
8¢ Income of
people in the
tional revenye
nking water or
Proper—is it just,
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without first meeting the needs of these poor people, without impros ing the
nation-building departments—to enhance  the salarics ol
Some hon. members are talking of enhancing the salaries ol the
Why not look at the condition of the ‘[)(-np!:' of the country on whose votes
they are here to-day ? Does the condition of the raiyats justify enhancement
of the existing salaries ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD
Mr. Speaker, Sir, member after member from the u;»pn:iu' benches started
by saying that the matter has been ¢ discussed at length,” that all the
questions arising have been thrashed out threadbare.” But still none of
them was tired of regaling the House a long rigmarole on the
of « dignity ” of the Ministers. I am sorry, Sir, that those hon.
who spoke so much of the ¢ dignity,” status or standard of living of the
Ministers, entircly forgot the dignity of the House. I would not follow in
the footsteps of my hon. friends and take the time of the House as, un-
doubtedly, they have done by harping on the same tune on subjects which
have been discussed ad nauseam on the floor of the House.

the Ministers ?
AMinisters ;

SAADULLA :

saAIne llilc’:s'!i”!l%
members

One of the Congress shining lights, who unhappily is not now in the
land of the living, described ¢ consistency in politics as an asinine virtue.”’
I fricnds

Therefore, 1 find, Sir, that consistency is not a strong point ol my
who have spoken on the subject. I have always given due mead of praise to
the lofty ideals of the great Mahatmaji. Every onc who had followed his
utterances may remember that originally his idea was a salary of Rs.500
irrespective of any eminence in office and without any allowances being
attached to that figure. That is to say Rs.500 should be the maximum e¢mo-
luments of any public servant in India. But within a few months of his pro-
pounding that noble ideal, what do we see in the country ?  Some Congress
idealists considered this question of ‘plain living and high thinking’ and they
decided that the amount of the salary should be increased and instead of
doing that straightaway, they resorted to the expedient of supplementing it
by means of certain allowances which was originally proposed at Rs.300.
That means the figure of Rs.500 so solemnly fixed as the salary was given the
goby, the spirit of sacrifice underwent a change and the salaries or rather
the emoluments were proposed at Rs.800. In certain Coongress provinces, or
throughout the provinces where Congress Ministers took office, the amount
of salary remained at Rs.500 with allowances which went up to Rs.250. In
spite of that, we have seen that in certain Congress provinces, the Ministry

felt it necessary to keep up their dignity by the provision of fully furnished

Bungalows at Government expenses and in some other provinces they resort-

ed to the purchase of motor cars at the cost of the State and maintained at

the expense of the tax-payer. I do not quarrel with the members of the

Congress group here, but T am only pointing out that after having fixed a

sum of Rs.500 as the highest salary, when the party came to take office

throughout India they had to resort to supplement their salary and keep

themselves in proper style, and to help themselves just to remain in a posi-

tion of dignity which the high office of a Minister required.

But I am not a little amused when the Deputy Leader of the Congress
Party quoted the speech of his leader wherein the ratio of expenditure per
head of population on Ministers’ salaries was given. Ifwe had to follow
that dictum to its logical conclusion that a salary must not be above a
certain ratio per head of the population, the question naturally arises if that
1_rat1o of expense to the population has been adopted or recognised by them
in Assam. In the Bombay Presidency with an income of Rs.tfz crores and - a
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Population of 2 crores, the Congress Ministers were paid as salary Rs.500.
If so, what is the justification for the great Congress Ministers who adorned
these T'reasury Benches last year to take Rs.500 when our provincial income
is 2§ crores and our population is only 86 lakhs ?  Sir, comparisons are
odious always and I refuse to dilate further on this aspect,

As usual, my hon. friend Srijut Debeswar Sarmah who deputised for
his leader to-day, in his following style told us that the salary of the Con-
gress Ministers were Rs.500 only which we are going to double. Of course
with a lawyer’s quibble, he used the word ‘salary’  only. But the fact
remains that there is an addition to the salary which is called allowances
and which brings the total to Rs.700. He clean forgot about it when
he compared the salaries and said that we were going to double the
salary because the Ministers other than the Prime Minjster is provided with
a salary of Rs. 750 and allowance Rs.250, in all Rs.1,000. He refused to tell
the House or the outside public—the proceedings will be made public a few
weeks afterwards— that the hon.  members of the last Government were
drawing Rs.700 and not Rs.500.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED: Ile said only Rs.700.,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
I have kept a note of Mr. Sarma’s expressions, Sir.  He said that we are wo':
ing to double the salaries. Tt is well known that whenever anybody has got
a bad case, the lawyer’s trick is to abuse the opponents. And we had enoubﬂh
examples of that kind of tactics lu‘l't‘.t,”'df‘}'- AllT need say, Sir, is that tT)e
arguments of my friends opposite sufter {rom the principle of suppressio pers
and so I nced not detain the House any more.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is:

“That the Assam Ministers’ (Salaries and Allowances) Bill, 1940 be
passed.” ,

The Assembly  divided

Ayes—>55

1. Srijut Jogendra Narayan Map:

1. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid dal.
Sir Muhammad Saadulla. 12. Babu Kalachand Roy.
2. The Hon’ble Srijut Rohini 13. Maulavi Abdul Aziz.
Kumar Chaudhuri. 14. Maulavi Abdul Barg Chays
3. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munaw- ; dhury. ,
war Ali. 15. Maulana Abdul Haini S
4. The Hon’ble Srijut Hirendra 16. Khan Bahadyy le:lzcli I‘iggnl
Chandra Chakravarty. Majid ChauthrY u
5. The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Mau- 17. Maulavi Abdur Rah.n'n
lavi Mudabir Hussain Chau- 18. Maulavi Syed Abdur R:)?l.f'
dhuri. . 19. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salap.
6. The Hon’ble  Dr. Mahendra 20, Maulavi Deyypy. Muhim,
Nath Saikia. ‘ Ahbab Ghaudhui'y mmad
7. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul 21. Maulavi Dewan Ali i{a'a'
Matin Chaudhuri. 22. Maulavi Muhammagd AJ it
8. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur din. \ mirud-
Maulavi Sayidur 'Rahman. 23. Maulavi M : .
9. The Hon’ble I\/}I,iss Mavis Dunn. AlL uhaminag Amjad

10. The Hon’ble Srijut Rupnath 24. Maulavi A hrafiadias Mo
Brahma. : Glmudhur)i rafuddin’  Md. |
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Ayes—355—concid.

25. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed. 38. Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana Abu
26. Khan Bahadur Dewan Eklimur Nasr Md. Waheed.
Roza Chaudhury. 39. Mr. A. H. Ball
27. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed. 40. Mr. A. F. Bendall
28. Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed. 41. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett.
29, Khan Bahadur Maulavi 42. Mr. N. Dawson.
Keramat Ali. 43. Mr. W. R. Faull.
30. Maulavi Muhammad Maqbul 44, Mr. D. B. H. Moor.
Hussain Chaudhury. 45, Mr. C. W. Morley.
31. Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia. 46. Mr. R. A. Palmer.
32. Maulavi Mabarak Ali. 47. Mr. A. Whittaker.
33. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mafizur 48. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin.
Rahman. 49. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
34. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar. 50. Srijut Binode Kumar J. Sarwan.
35. Maulavi Namwar Ali  Bar- 51. Rev. L. Gatphoh.
bhuiya. 52. Mr. C. Goldsmith.
36. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed. 53. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.
37. Maulavi Sheik Osman Al 54. Srijut Khorsing Terang. )
Sadagar. 55. Srijut Rabi Chandra K achari.
Noes—50
1. Kumar Ajit Narayan Dev. 26. Babu Lalit Mohan Kar.
2. Babu Akshay Kumar Das. 27. Srijut Mahadev Sarma.

3. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda.
4. Mr. Badiyanath Mookerjee,
5. Babu Balaram Sircar.
6. Srijut Beliram Das.
7. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi.
8. Babu Bipin Behari Das.
9. Srijut Bishnu Ram Medhi.
10. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta
Chaudhuri.
11. Srijut Debeswar Sarmabh.
12. Srijut Ghanashyam Das.
13. Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar.
14. Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi.
15. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan.
16. Babu Harendra Narayan Chau-
dhuri.
17. Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha.
18. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath.
19. Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain.
20. Srijut Kameswar Das,
21. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen,
22. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.
23. Mr. Kedermal Brahmin.
24. Srijut Krishna Nath Sarmah.
25. Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah.

28.

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora.
Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta.
Srijut Omeo Kumar Das.
Srijut Paramananda Das.
Babu Nirendra Nath Deb.
Srijut Purandar Sarma.
Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.

. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
. Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah.
. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.

. Srijut Ram Nath Das.

. Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua.
. Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua.
. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.

. Babu

Shibendra Chandra

Biswas.

. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma.

. Maulavi Md. Ali Haidar Khan.
. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.

. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mah-

mud Ali.

. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
. Srijut Dhirsing Deuri.

- Rev. ]J.
. Srijut Karka Dalay Miri.

J. M. Nichols-Roy.

The motion was adopted and the Bill was passed.
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Re arrangement of business for the disposal of the Assam Money-

Lenders’ (Amendment) Bill, 1937, the Goalpara Tenanc

(Amendment) and the Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Bills,
1939

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Olrldari Dxfldﬁxrs'c tg;g*’lflc
the next items of business, I wish tc.j’tlc . l(l \l‘i:it'“ nf‘to-d
the way in which we have proceeted wit 1.\*“{: )1 b\Io‘:Lu‘ ' Lenders’ (Amend-
Posed to alter my decision ]-(-g;n'(h{lg th(: s bf‘rl::]inrr‘ I -)h'we C():llQidG;‘ed the
ment) Bill which 1 ;mnnunr‘(‘d in the -1‘1[(1-111<);1:()\\' “;(1 ‘1_ ‘ﬁn;:i that 1
items of business that are fixed up for (.‘ time to‘- orrow D X =
items of business may permit us to have -I(]jlgfi:io:lnqtnd inxf]‘(:r:‘];orlxie Ho? atfllﬁl;
tO-morrow is a recess day ;so 1 llltCI" my . (ld be ;'lkcn u‘ toits D Sﬁ flz}
this Money Lenders’ (Amendment) Bill \;()~ll(‘( . De;n'md‘[f)‘or 8 1(17.\ etore
the Demands for Grants are taken up :u}\(‘ I}I wtnsc th‘;t tﬁis I\'Iol#)p- cme?dtzfx}:
*rants are disposed of., So I inform t,“'. TRe T " ehaen
I}i“ \r\'oll](l l)(: L.On]in\g [ll) agll“\ {O-IMorrow.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Ml Spez‘k(‘l’,_sir.
tell Youain continuation that there are E\\'o 1\3({;\\tﬁllpl(iltal‘lt Bll‘ls.‘. 1 mean
Joalpam and Sylhet 'I'cx.uulcy (Amm)dn.\?qtcg‘ l(_ )sr \Grzm.u't_ a(;\f:utmg discus-
sions till now. After finishing the Dcm}.mGs q]an .;ndsti“} R‘?ther Govers:
ment business, can we not also take up the ; 0s lt‘l ‘j .W : bl)(. gylllgt TCllﬂncy
Bill ? And in the event of no being able ¢

we take up
aving regard to
ay, I am dis-

May 1

s if time permits :

Ijll]-; ca Il WeE I1( )( Sl‘ on \ ((ll]( S(I;l dl USs tl :, I l e Jll]lbll tht‘se

on this point.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: May I know v

ho hag agreed ?
LI: I hope the Chair wij ;
i MUHAMMAD AMJAD A ] . 1 will be  gjs.
posc(ﬁz‘f}:cz-tgiin the views of the House so that we St on Wednes.
day for t};c discussion of these two bills.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : With Iiegalrd to th question of 4
Up these two Bills to-morrow, I may tell “§-n‘}0n{t members thay ip time

i - may be done ; but there is one difficu Y In my way that before
permits, tha; Ini)yc11walld for Supplementary Grant, T cannot taje
othng e e and I have told the House that my intention is tp,
DT bu‘smcsgl;) lementary Grants are _dispos?d of, we are to take up the
A Dands fin Llclr)lders’ (Amendment) Bill. If after dlsposmg
Af:san: i\i/[rg:egcfore 3p.m., then of course we nﬁ'ly talc{le fup one of ¢
vl;'illsge- for just at 3 p.m. we are to take 111p tl:xeesti‘c:::a\:}hzu?é , , and the
1s thc’difﬁcult}’- Then with regard to the q T tI: we § ould From
the recess day, that depends on the Housc£ ther; o .e{: lons of
come to an agreement with regard to thB: that ot nly I shal]
objection and I mayhtell the hdon. xtnerélil‘.s)le)lo SS higw Eh(e Aal as

at on the recess a}_r to > C

%fi:ﬁf ::183 V:}(:as;: the then Opposmon. did I—{mt ratlse
Therefore, I ask the hon members of the House to

ave agrced

Inay

aking

~

rants

. renlemb
gricultury)  —_ last

. Ome-T:
Elny OblectiOH to ax
COme to a !

dee: that,
. : e
to whether that can be made possible this year too. Islon ag
: . Speaker, S;,.
as OPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr. Sp , Sir, g0 ¢ ‘
Goalls):?autagi the Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Bijlq ape . tar ag ¢

: Oncer
should like to say that we left it in-charge of our hon. frieng Mr. plCerneqd I

Ali Ahmed. Now he says that he has already fixed up ap engag.erne hr‘;u‘idlin
next Wedm.asday and therefore it will not be Posslble to hav.e T thatldt o
and so it will be difficult for us to take part in the discussiq, . ay
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this, there is another difliculty ; some of mv friends from Svihet think that if
we take up the Goalpara Tenancy Bill and even if it be possible tor us tO
finish it, we may not be able to finish the Svlhet Tenancy Bill and

would be better to take up both the Bills together. I he principle underlying
both the Bills is same and it is better that we should finish them toge ther n
a particular session.  We have always felt, Sir, that the time allotte
really very short in view of the many important measurcs that are before
the House and we feel that the circumstances arc such that the sitting ol
the House should be extended by some days more, as it may not be 1'”5‘5”’1(3

to take up the two Bills during this session.

thercfore it

A to us 18

have

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as W€
got no time and we can sit.........

The Hon’ble the SPEAKFER : The hon. member has not nwit'l’ﬁlﬂ(’(]
that the hon. Leader of the Opposition said that the two  Bills should be
taken up one after another without intervention of any other husiness.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : These two Bills have got to be
finished and I think we can sit on the recess day so that we may finish the
Bills on that day. ’ ’

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : So far as [ am concerned, there 18
absolutely no difficulty for me to accommodate the House in any way [ may
be asked to do ; but as I understood from what has becn said by the
hon. _Lcadcr_of the Opposition, there are somne difficultics in their way 10
agreeing to sit on Wedrnesday and I cannot force the House to sit on a recess
day. It depends entirely on the House to decide whether they should sit
on the recess day or not. I have examined the amendments of hoth the
Bills and I think the Bills are not going to be very contentious and that 1
we be able to take up one of the Bills to-morrow after finishing the Assam
Money Lenders’ (Amendment) Bill then some  progress  catl be made an
with that progress achieved, we may try our best to finish the two Bills on
the last day. On the last day I am agreeable to sit as long as the House
would ask me to sit and I remember-on one occasion we sat up to 7 p.m-
I think. If that be done then these two Bills can be finished on the last day
after finishing Government business. There will not be
ment business, I think, on that day.

M@g_l:a_.yi,JAHANU_I)DIN AHMED: We may sit for these days for
an hour, more.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I shall try. But that will depend on
the wish of hon. members. :

Now let us take the next item, viz., The Temporary Postponement of
Execution of Decrees Bill. There are nine amendments.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Sir, it will not be possible for
us_to sgc l_atehhgu_rs. y We must all reach our homes on the 22nd forcnoon ©0n
which day the Dol jatra liegins. Therefore, it will not be possible for us to
remain on that day till a late hour. s

much of Govern-

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : At least we shall have to sit up till
4 p.m. on t}lat d?.y_ and before that no hon. member will be able I think
to leave Shillong. : : , :
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The Temporary Postponement of Execution of Decrees Bill, 1938

., The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I shall now ask Babu Karuna Sindhu
Roy to move his amendment No.1 in connection with the temporary Post-
Ponement of Execcution of Decrees Bill, 1038.

Clause 1 .

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: I beg to move, Sir, that .in sub-
clause (3) of clause 1 for the word “two” the word “three” shall be -substi-
tuted and in the proviso after that sub-clause, the words “one vear” shall be
substituted by the words ‘‘two years”.

Sir, it is unfortunate that the Select Committee has reduced the period,
for which decrees are to be stayed, from three years -to two years. Reasons
put forward can casily be refuted. The mahajans may stop payment, nay,
they have, in some circumstances, already stopped payment of loans to
agriculturist debtors.  But I know from my experience that agriculturists do
not grudge that, morcover they have now learnt to be more  economical.
They can  now perform such ceremony at Rs.5 in place of Rs.50 ; a mar-
riage ceremony at Rs.25 in place of Rs.150 and in other ceremonial functions
they spend much less than what they were accustomed to spend formerly.
When loans were available without any difficulty the villagers could raise
loans for making regatta boats, for purchasing race horses and for other
amusing purposes. Now with the stopping of advancement of loans by maha-
Jans, all these unnecessary expenses have been curtailed. On the other hand
mahajans do not grudge paying even to the debtors who are already in debt;

‘to them, in times, when the agriculturists have no food, just before the

harvest as they expect double the amount just after the harvest is reaped.
These sums they advance at the prospect of good crops, which they are able
to forecast only one or two months before the harvest. Government should
also ‘establish agricultural banks or make reforms in the co-operative system
of the province. So in my opinion, the period for what decrees are to be
stayed should be raised from two years to three years.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Amendment moved :
“That in sub-clause (3) of clause 1 for the word ‘two’ the .word
‘three’ shall be substituted and in the proviso after that sub.
clause, the words ‘one year’ shall be substituted by the words ‘two

2y

ears’.
“Mpr. y»BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, I do not find any
reasonable ground for moviig this amendment. When the proviso 'is there
that the Local Government, simply by notification, can extend the period, I
think there is no necessity of fighting for the .amendment which is before tl,lis
House, whether it should be for two years or three years, When - this Bl
was sent to the Select Committee, all the members of the Select Committ
-decided that the period in the sub-clause should be two years ,in place e?
three years and that in the proviso in place of -two years the peri (Zi
should be one year. By doing this they did not take away any r gllfpfr o
-the B 1l thereby causing inconvenience to any particular group. -So, Sir OIIII
oppose this motion and I think that the clause as it has come | out fr’onl ’ﬂ'
Select Committee should remain in foto. R
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDPABERIR HUSSAIN
“CHAUDHURI: Sir, the Bill was first introduced by the Hon’ble _S, '
‘Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri and in that Bill “‘three years’ and ¢
were provided. Later on in the Select Committee, -Sir, they €ons
instead of two years it should be oneyear and in pl -

rijut
two years”
idered-that
ace of three years they
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Bill swas drawn up on the line

put it two years. Their reason was this. 'lﬂ he Di “ Hre S
of a piece of legislation that was enacted in another provinee As ll«'l. t_l.t—{
province of Assam we have no experience 5o as to know w hether the u'_ﬂ!“ :
that has been providcd in the Bill for the poorer classes of .E_‘al.‘ﬂ,lﬁ‘ﬂ.lll‘h!.s.

h period or not. In that view, they lowered the hgures

would require so muc A A , i
from three years to two Yeurs and from two vears o one Vear., \\‘r have
aCCCpth their view with the idea of lw'iz,;fy couided by rxpria ience. After the
Bill is enacted into law, we can _ ; 1

required, the hon. member may bring in such an am ! .
*Srijut DEBE-‘,’IWAI{ SARMAH : We have not been al le to h',”l\\'.'

sce how ancd then later, if sO

what position the Hon’ble Minister is taking up.
*Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : [Il« 13 sr*ﬂg“u'ﬂiw," the hon.

mover to withdraw his amendment.
*The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR FHUSSAIN
that the hon. member will with-

CHAUDHURI : I thercfore think, Sir,
draw his motion.

*Myr. FAKHRUDDIN ALTI AHMED : On o point of information, Sir.
May I know in what particular way the Hon'ble Minister wants to see
the working of the Bill before he can think of extending  this Bill for another
period of three ycars.

*The Heon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDADBBIR
CHAUDHURI: I think, if it is extended for two vears it will be
During these two ycars W€ can sce, Sir, whether this period is really too short
or too Jong. We can sc¢ this by its working.

*Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : In what particular  manner
does the Hon’ble Minister want to see the working of the Bill ?

*The Hon'ble Khan Sahib Manlavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI: It is only a question of two years. In place ol two years
the hon. mover has suggested three years. If the Bill be passedinto law
then within these two years we can see whether the per

FIUSSAIN

enough.

jiod of two years is a

short period.
*Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED : I am not yet satisfied with the
reply.
MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
Mr. Speaker, Sir, what my hon. friend means to say is this. The original
clause wanted that the Bill if passed into law shall come into force at once
and remain operative for three years. A period of two years has becn recom-

mended by the Select Committee.
(Several voices: Sir, 1t 18 already 4 p.m.) ‘
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : For the purposc ol convenience, I will

sit for another 15 minutes for the debate to continue.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

The period of the Bill if passed into an Act, according to the Select Com-
mittee should be two years. What my Hon’ble friend the Minister-in-
charge, is trying to explain to the House is that il it is found by the
experience of two years that people, especially our poor pecople, are benefit-
ing by the Act and are getting some relief, then this period of two years may
be extended by one year more by an amendment of the Act. The object
of the hon. mover may be achieved that way.

_ Mr. FA_K.HRUDDEN ALT AHMED: I think, the Hon’ble Premier
will agree with me that this Bill, if passed, will not by itself give any relief to

*Speech not corrected by the hon. member or the Hon’ble Minister concerned,
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the poor peasants unless and until Government have in mind certain
measures providing specific and permanent relief and which they want to
place before the Legislature in the near future. Personally T feel that it will
be an advantage to the Government if the period is extended.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : 1 shall put the motion now.

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Before you put the motion, Sir, T will make a statement.

That this is @ stmall matter. No question of policy is involved. It is only
whether the Bill should have a life time of two years or a life  time of three
years.  Originally it was Government's intention to have it for three years,
but the Select Committee reduced it to two.  If the House want to extend
the life time of the Bill by another yvear, Government will not object, but
will be guided by the verdict of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I shall now put the question. The
question 1s :

“That in sub-clause (3) of clause 1 for the word ‘two’ the word
‘threc’ shall be substituted and in the proviso after that sub-clause,
the words ‘one year’ shall be substituted by the words ‘two years’,”

The motion was negatived.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is that clause 1 of the
3ill do stand part of the Bill.

This was adopted.

Clause 2

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member should move all
his amendments and give his arguments later

Babu KARUNMNA SINDHU ROY: 1 beg, Sir, to move :

«1. That in item \1'\ ((1\ of sub-clause \.3\ of Cll‘lllSC 2, the ﬁgurcs “100”
and 50> shall be substtuted by the figures <250 and «]125 respectively.

2. That in item (¢) () of sub-clause (2) of clause 2, the figure {19
shall be substituted by the figure <207,

3. That in item (¢) (¢) of sub-clause (2) of clause 2, the figure 10
shall be substituted by the figure <207 i

4. That in item (i) (d) of sub-clause (2) of clause 2, the figure <100
shall be substituted by the figure 1507

Sir, in the definition ol ‘;1grict.xlumst" the Select Committee lowered the
rates. The effect will be that agriculturists will not get any reliel. At the
same time less number of persons will get relief if these ameéndments are not
pdssc’il‘ihe Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Amendments moved :

“l. That in item (z) (a) of sub-clause (2) of clause 2, the figures 100"
and ‘50’ shall be substituted by the figures €250 39 125" respect; 1

2. That in item (Z) (b) of sub clause (2) of clause 2, the ﬁgurelv‘el(}),;
shall be substituted by the figure “20”. S

3. That in item () (¢) of sub-clause (2) of clause 2, the figure <107
shall be substituted by the figure ‘20", g

4. That in item (¢) (d) of sub-clause (2) of clause 2, the figure <100
shall be substituted by the figure 150>, S

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I N
support the motions moved by my friend Babu Karuna Sindhu’RO lsérho
object of moving this amendment is to enlarge the definition of thS;' worg
‘agriculturist’, so that it may conform to the essentials laid down in the
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original Bill: Sir, I do not know whether by moving this motion, we shall
be:able to draw blood out of stone. But still I would appral to all sections
of'the House to look to the practical importance of this amendment. Sir,
It goes without saying that our agriculturists whether they pay revenuc ol
RS 100, or Rs.50 or RS,ZSUmr(h({y arc all hard hit by the cconomic depres-
sion that set in in 1929. For the last 10 years the agriculturists have
SUfItCITCd a great deal, first on account of the steady fall of the price of
agricultural produce, and, secondly on account of the various natural
calamities to which agriculture was subjected during the last 10 years, and
thirdly, owing to marketing difficulty. All' these combined to make the
condition of our agriculturists extremely miserable.  Now, Sir, 1 do not
know what were the data on which the Select Committee whittled down
the definition of the word ‘agriculturist’. But I would only expect the
House to see that a good number of agriculturists do come witliin the ambit
of this definition and get the benefit of this Act.

) It may be argued on the other side that the present rise in prices uf the
agr{cultural produce may have some favourable effect on the finances ol our
agr}culturistS, and as such it may be possible for them to rehabilitate tln'cn‘
position soon. But I may tell this House that even in this year, finding
a good market, our agriculturists, have sold away all their produce in the
mat:ket' and the money they received as price has already becen swallowed
up in liquidating some old debts—not exactly debts, but the intecrest oOn
debts, so that after a few months their position will be worse inasmuch as
they will have to purchase their paddy and rice at a higher price from
the market. They have exhausted all their stock, and they would soon chI
the pinch of difficulty. So, as I have said, the condition of all agriculturists,
whether paying a higher or lower rate of revenue, local rate or rent has
practically been the same. We want to give a temporary relief to agrlcul—
turists, and if that be the intention which prompted the Government to
move a Bill like this, it is up to them to give the maximum amount of
benefit to the maximum number of people. Sir, this is why I would {lpp(fﬂl
to the House to sec that the definition is restored to its previous limits, sO
that a good number of our agriculturists may come within the scope of
this Bill. Sir, it may be argued on the other side that there is a chance ©
misuse if the scope of the Bill is extended inasmuch as those who can aﬂ'or_d
to pay would like to evade pay ment and would take shelter under the provi-
sions of this Act. But nowherc in the world we can guarantec that a
particular law will come to the rescue of only those who really need relief.
It may be, Sir, that when a law is passed it may give relief to the really
needy people, and at the sarie time some who do not descrve the relief may
take benefit of it. We cannot help it, but.that should be no reason
to deny this benefit to a large number of our tenantry. Those who
know the condition of the tenantry, particularly in'the district of Sylhet,
know fully well that almost 75 per cent. of them are under the burden of
decrees of their landlord for arrears of rent, as well as the decrees: obtained
by the mahajans for money lent. ;

Sir, when a tenant pays a heavy amount of rent, it also follows that
he hz}s got heayy liabilities and responsibilities to shoulder. We must also
take into consideration the fact that tenants with bigger holding. have to
maintain bigger families; incur heavy expenditure as costs of cultivation.-
So, whatever may be the position of the tenants, high or low, all have been
brought to the same level by the economic depression. Therefore, I would

-4., T
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appeal to all sections of the House not to be guided by a false sense of

prestige that they should stand by the Select Committee’s Report, whether

it be good | bad or indifferent.  We must look to the realities of the situation

and press for the enlargement of the definition of the word" “agriculturist’’,
With these lew words, Sir, I support the amendments:

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to say
a few words by way of opposing these amendments.

Again in this case, as before, I do not find any other motive behind
moving these amendments: than that the Bill should' be restored’ to its
original form. To deal with one of these amendments it ought to be noted
that the Sclect Committee considered the definition of the word “agricul-
turist’’ very thoroughly, and they were quite cautions in putting the limit of
land revenue at Rsi100.  In the original Bill, it was provided that ¢ ‘Agri-
culturist’ mecans a person who pays land revenue not exceeding: Rs.250 pers
annum, or in the case of Nisf-Khiraj lands or lands held at other concessional
rates of revenue pays land revenue not exceeding Rs.125 perannum®’, The
Select Committee has put the limit at Rs.100'and Rs 50 respectively.  Sir, I
quite realise that the greatest number of persons' should' get' the-maximum
amount of benefit, as is the desire of my hon. friends the mover and’
the supporter of these amendments. At the same time, Sir, may I not
request my friernds to consider the other side of the question also ? ~ Sir. b
“other side”™ 1 mean the decree-holders. I think that by this Pl‘OVision’thz
landlords will practically have to sit tight for two years and God knows how
many time cxtensions of this period will be granted by notifications, So, Sir
there must be some limit and there must remain some scope for the dc::rec:
holders to real se their dues. I hope, the Hon’ble I\’Iinister-in-charge will also
deal with this point when he replies.

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI: Mor. Speaker, Sir, from the statement of Objects and Reasons of
the Bill it will appear that the Bill wants to provide relief not for al] agricul-
turists, but for the poorer section of them, and most probably with this aim
in view the Select Committee reduced the figures, which were put in the
original Bill, and have come to this conclusion.

As for Government, Sir, we can say that, as no question of policy is
involved, if the House want to raise the figures again, we have very little
objection to that.

With these remarks, I resume my seat.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:

“1. That in item () (a) of sub-clause (2) of clause 2, the figures
and “50”” shall be substituted by the figures €250 and «]95»

2. That in item (z) (b) of sub-clause (2) of clause
shall be substituted by the figure “20”.

3. That in item (z) (¢) of sub-clause (2) of clause 9 L
shall be substituted by the figure “20”. » the figure <10

4. That in item (z) () of sub-clause (2) of clause 2,
snall be substituted by the figure “150”,

The motion was negatived.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The
Bill do stand part of the Bill.

This was adopted.

“10039
l‘CSpectively.
2, the ﬁgure “10”

the ﬁgure €] 00>

question is that clause 2 of the
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : To Clause 3 there are 1 amendments.
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan has withdrawn his Amendment *  As there
is no time other amendments will be takeu up on the next day.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 a.m. on Tuecsday the 19th
March, 1940.

A. K. BARUA,
Dated Shillong, the 17th May, 1940. Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.

* Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan to move :

That in the second line of sub-clause (1) of clause 4 after the words “for money” the
words ““or rent’’ shall be added.

A.G.P, (L.C.) No. 19--126—:0.5-1939,







