


Proceedings of the Seventh Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935.

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m. on Thursday,
. . v ’ 5y
the 22nd February, 1940.

Present

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker in the Chair, the ten
Hon'ble Ministers and 83 members.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE

The following new members were sworn in ;—
Babu Nirendra Nath Dev,
Mr. A. H. Ball,

Mr. A. F. Bendall, \
Mr. W. R. Faull,

. Mr. R. A. Palmer, and \
. Mr. A. Whittaker. A

QAN o O
. - - -

PANEL OF CHAIRMEN
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ now announce the name

: . s of the hon.
1bers whom I have nominated to constitute H

met¥ a Panel of Chairmen for this
Session i—— ) .

Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda,

Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury,

Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett,

Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.

LS
. .

i

-
. o

OMPLAINT REGARDING ALLOGCA ! .
a MEMBERS - 1 TON OF SEATS OF

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr. Speaker, Sy

the House begins I want to  draw your atien( t

ness of - . ) attention to cert: Tt
'1rrangcmcnts of the House. Itis always desirable tq allot Se(z‘xetlsmlln fs‘lttmg
X as far ag

ssible according to party groups, but in this House
2(; of our members have been made to sit on the
:;16 other hand two members of the Government party ar ;
.~ the front bcnchg:s angl .makmg other Members y ?lc taki
in hind them. I think this is an anomaly which COu]dOb the
b:qrrangcmcnt of seats. < e
res ’ 8

The Hon b}e - aPEAKER' Imay tell g, hon. 1,
Opposition that the arrangement _Of Scats that has |hee 1. Leader of the
Information was being received by the Aqsexﬁbl; made is only tenta-

) y

ng their seats
) O_Dposmon sit
avolded by some

tive. s :
noment about the party affiliation of many 1 . fﬁcQ up to the
::::sltt for the AssacmblyTOmce 10 arrange th}‘; m;z.}llz:lst’ and it was diffi-
of hon. members. he practice that | follow O the satisfaction
to the House. — Party Blocks arc allogteq and s well  known
are to be allotted by the party Leaders. If there js |C S€ats in them

any dissatisfaction

with regard to the arrangement of seats I would re
quest the Leaders of the

arties to have thpir Blocks demarcated and to allot th i
their own convenience and necessity.  Sq, | would qslf tsﬁgtls a(cjcordu}g 120
< -eaders ot the

different parties to consult among themselves 3
seats altered if they like, and have the arrangement of



QUESTIONS f22%1y Peb.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(to which oral answers were given)

Monopoly of Moallimship of the Haj-pilgrims
Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY asked

*1. Are Government aware ”"}” th: ('“’"Wf““' S _B“, e whole
granted the Monopoly of Moallimship of the Haj-pilgrims of
Province of Assam to a single person ? . w
i s groatl doal oF
) 25 Ts it a fact that the Haj-pilgrims of Assimn suffered a o
Incony

enience for this monopoly system during the inst Flaj pilg: e .
*3. Do Government propose 1o move the (‘,’u';uil.ml"u'& ""l ; e
President of the Calcutta Port Haj Committee and the Viece-Consul

British Government at Jedda to communicate

Haj-pilgrim_g to Hedjaj Government and
monopoly systemn ?

. L s - Assam
the grievances of '.Eu‘]y h the
to ask them to aboh

*4. Is it a fact that there is a

*S5. Will Govern
bearers of this Haj Co

provincial Haj Committee at Sylhe

ment be pleased to

] » “il'("
SUJLC lll" narmics ')‘ 'll( O
ll)mitt(,'(: :.

: ‘ - said
*6. Do Government Propose to request the President of the
Committee to organise a H

; _ .ms of
aj Conference in order to discuss the problem
the Assam Haj-pilgrims ?

*7. Do Government Propose to re
mittee and make it

24 i Inci: ai Clom-
organise thft ]’rnvm( l.ll ]I.l]
a strong an(l TCI)]‘(

‘sentative body ?
The Hon’ble Maulavj Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

1.—Ttis understond that

) the Government of Saudi Arabia had con-
templated extension

5 s . ;. are
of the “Taqrir” system under which pllgl”?’” ‘_";n
assigned  to select “Mutawwyify but this has beéen modified so tha

respect of Assam Pilgrims 'O”IY,Onc-t'nird will be allotted to a spt‘:l;}
Mutawwif in future while the rest arc to be allowed to take Mutawwift

¢HEr Swit ChCHCE. "MBiOver Mhe it G ens district of Sylhet have
peen cxcluded from this « : system, .
2.—Government have reg ‘ived some representations to this effect.
3.—This Government represented the 'matter to the Government of
India, at Whose‘ ntervention  the Saudi 'Government have modified the
stem as stated above and h
s

2 ave issued o warning to the Mumwwi.l's C(in';
erned to the cffect that they would Jose their privileges and be punished i
& :

: d their position, T the circumstances Government do  not
abuSC i

th?}’ ose to pursué the matter, : i

prop i

47 22Y'es,

5.—The statement  giving the npames and appointments of the
'bel”‘S of the Assam PPOVincia’l'H‘aj Committee, is laid on the table,
membt : :
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Statement referred to in reply to starved questiom No.5 asked by
Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury at the Budget
Session of the Assembly 1940 Y

STATENMENL SHOWING THE, APPOQINTMENTS: AND NAMES.OF
MEMBERS OF THE ASSAM PROVINCIAL HAJ] COMMITTEE
CONSTITU ED IN JANUARY, 1938 FOR 3. YEARS

NOMINATED MEMBERS
SurMA Varrey ann Hier Division)

1. Scnior Moslem Magistrate: (including  the Additional District Ma-
gistrate) posted: at Sylhet Sadar—(Ex-efficio . Scoretary of the
Commuittee.) ’ :

2. Senior Moslem Magistrate posted at Habigtinj.

3. Senior Moslem Magistrate posted at Silchar.

(Assam VarLLey DiIvISION)

4. Senior Moslem Magistrate posted at Dhubri.
5. Senior Moslem Magistrate posted at Nowgong.

ELECTED MEMBERS.

(SURMA VALLEY AnD HiLL DIVISION)
6. Sylhet Sadar—Maulavi  Azizur ;Rahman Muktecar,
Secretary. |
7. South Sylhet-—Maulavi Md. Abdul Waheb, Pleader,
8. Karimganj——Maulavi Hazi Shafiqul Hoque Ghaudhury,
9. Habiganj—Maulavi Sayed Romjan Ali, M.A., B.L.
10. Sunamganj— Maulavi Md. Mofiz Ch:'mdh.ury, Pleader,
11. Cachar——Khan Sahib Maulavi Rashid Ali Laskar.,

f\SSiS tant

_ (Assam VAarLLey DIVISION)
12. Nowgnng——l\lau]av'i Abdul Kadir, B.L., Pleader, Nb‘\"“‘On"
13. Goalpara—Khan Bahadur Maulavi Abual Majid Zbi'], a- O
B.L., Pleader, Dhubri. ‘Osh-shams

14. Kaln1~tll)+-1\’f‘7llllaVi Abdullah Nurul Haque, B.1L., Adve
hati. Cate, G

15. Sibsagar—Khan Sahib Maulana Sved Azizur Rahmay S
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD g, PSgar.
replied : \D LA

6.—The desire of the hon. member will be conveyed ¢, 1
t]e H

Committec. sugrial it ]
7.—The Committee 1s reorganised after every three Years VE
<
. 4

are always made to make the Committee a properly representative fTortg
Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY, 4

Government aware of the fact that an All-India Haj Committee Yine h e
eld

3

aj

Calcutta a few months 31.‘_4'0.? o at
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD. SAADU,
want notice of that question. LA , I




4 QUESTIONS [22xD FeB.
0

Proscription of "certain Books
Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY asked :

*8. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge be pleased to state —
(2) Whether Government are aware of the fact (1) that a book 3
named Shastibari Padma Purana by late Shastibar Dutta,
Edited by Phanindra Chandra Das and Pandit Girish Chandra
Das, and published by Phanindra Chandra Das of Koti Chand
Library, Sylhet, in the year 1343 B. §., contains objectionable
references in pages 68-70, to the members of the family of the
Holy Prophet of Islam in obscene and filthy language ; (1) that
the books Bansidasi Padma Purana (pages 61-68) | compiled
by Dwija Bansidas Bhattacharyya and published by Sitanath
Roy and Sons, 337, Upper Chitpore Road, Bengal Roy Press
Depository, Calcutta ; Radhanathee Padma Purana (pages 63-
71) by late Radhanatha Roy Chaudkury, pul»liﬁhml by
Probodh Chandra Mazumdar and Brothers, 22/5.B, Jhama-
pukur Lane, Calcutta ; and the Baishakavi Padma Purana
(pages 80-89) by Raghunatha & 21 others, published by |
Amulya Ratan Banerjee, 30, Fakir Chand Chakravorty Lane,
C.]alcutt?., also contain such references and all of them are in
circulation n the Province of Assam which are likely to incite
cpmfnunal dlsharmony between Hindu and Muslimm communi-
ties in the Province ? 3

(b) If the rgply to question 8(a) above is in the affirmative, \_\‘hill
steps Govgrnment have taken or propose to take to avoid bitter

ft'?ellt;gs arising out of these books between the two communi-
ies 7 .

(¢c) If the reply 1o question 8(a) above is in the negative, do Govern-

ment propose to examine the contents of these books and
prescribe them ?

The Hon’ble Maulayi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
peplicd
g.(a)—Ftom time to ¢

me on " these publications have been
¢ to the notice of Goy e or more of t p |

ough overnment. There is little to show that in lact
E}:CY h?‘ve SUC[::(’:C:I‘I'&:ICCY in thig PrpVincc as to effect to any dcgrcc the -
i ns betw CommMunitieg, Passages have been brought to the

relatt of Government, which

- ce : s o
ng:llc ally offensive to religious g
g

are coarse and in ill taste, besides being
entiment.

(b —"GOVE":ant have secured the undertaking of the author and

plisher of the :zcc qté{)ted (F\{blication to expunge the objectionable %
put . ons from any ceding edition, The other publications emanate {from A

ort1%” " the Government concerned has been addressed on the subject,
Bef‘gic’reply recm,\,/ed that the “Bansidasi Padma Puran® and the ‘‘Baisha-
ant. padma P'ure:in had been considered with the result that that Govern.
gavi P decided to take no action,
mcﬂt ( a) ,,;Does not arise,

R
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19401 QUESTIONS
is Excellency the

Questions e conditions given by the Premier to H xCe
Ministry

Governor before the formation of the prcscnt

Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked @

the | lon’ble the

L ;)-
Governor, as

a) Is it a lact that before the acceptance ol oflice,
Premicer, gave certain conditions to His Excellency the
conditions precedent to his formation ol the present Ministry ?
b) ]l'.\'n, \\'ll.ﬂ were lllﬂ.\(' "“ll(lili()ll.\' :)
o) Which of them were ;u'(‘(‘}‘(('(l by His Excellency
were not !
(d) What was the strength of his party, before the Hon'ble Premier
]

and which

accepted his present office
(e) Is it a fact that his party was at that time, a minority party ?
( /) Ifso, did he state this fact to His Excellency, the Governor,
when asked to form the Cabinet ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied :

9.(a) (&) (¢) and ( /)-—For reasons which will be clear to the hon.
member if he studies section 51 of the Government of India Act, 1935
Government are not prepared to discuss anything which takes place in ;m’
audience with His Excellency the Governor.

(d)—The Premier I)(‘“(‘.}'(‘(l that he had the majority, but the ques-
tion of actual support in the Legislature is a matter which can only be judged
at the time of voting on a measure in the Housc. ’ e
(g)——«NO.
Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May T know
from the Hon’ble Premier under what clause of section 51 he refuses to “]lﬁ\)\’

to that question ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA
1 may refer my hon. friend to sub-section (4) of Section 51 which silg%}é:
uestion whether any, and if so what, advice was tendered b )
the Governor shall not be inquired into in any court”.
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Is it a Court, Sip p
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD S-AA
The Legislature is not a Gourt, but it is a representative bod DULLA ;
Babu DAKSHINA RANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURT :
£ submissjon to you, e ¥ Section 51(‘1') has no &l)blicatim.

: he
y I\'Illllsters to

my question, askmg 1(\); 1]11 o1 mzltlop as to the conditions that he 1 regard to
the Governor as Sir Muhammad Saadulla and not as Prepm; 1€ pr
Over and above that my question does not relate to all}’thin:tt lrxt th
: 8 th
> 1at happeneq

between him as Minister and the GOV(‘.[‘IIOF- \D‘Illll this i
> UA1S 15 not an Cllql.li
£ : ry

in Court. ,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon.

ment.
Babu DAK.SHIS{:S t'{‘f“,NJ":N GUPTA CHAUDHUR!;
tsq y;?u the question 1er he is entitled to refuse to answél. may I submit
ir Y Question
’ ) ; 2
. '];‘he I}_ll‘on tr:l(fef‘hl?agiPEAKEkz It will be useless f{or
rullll_f% on t i matter e ng regard to what 1 had to say op i o o ?
previous occasions. overnment refuse to answer a  question. point, on
n,

may be the grounds of such refusal, I cannot compel them to e Whatever
cr 1t,

me o 1

me {o give =



6 QUESTIONS (2251 Fia.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : May L know (rom the llon
Premier whether he made public statement tc
that he had given certain conditions ?

The Hon’ble ‘Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
I did not make any statement, Sir.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :  If an ance: is refuscd ke
may I know if it would not be a l)rr;‘ch of the

> the newspaper reprosent

i)fi’-lal""','» O tlur li SVET »
Ihe HOn’ble. th‘e' SPEAKBR =4 (;')\'(‘l nment are -UE':’..L". i 1 e ¢
decide what questions are to be answered and in what manncrs they  seould

answer the questions  And as [ have very often told the Howuse, 1
compel Government to answer any question.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA - May 1|
Premier, Sir, whether he gave "
acceptance of office or tendered
Premier.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : |
could not add anything to what | have already stated.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER '
such questions as the Hon’ble Premie

Babu DAKSHINA RAN

. JAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: What was
the strength of his party at that time, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Sajviq «: - S AADULLA :
It was a majority party, wid Sir MUHAMMAD  SAADU o

know [fom the Hon'ble
certam conditions to the Governinent belore
what he calls advice to the Governon

I'think it would be quite nseless to put
r1s quite adamant.

(Starred  questiong Nos, 10-

] -12
Mabarak Ali were not put an ans

standing in the name  of Maunlawvi
wered as the questioner was absent.,)

Recommendations of ¢, Retrenchment Committee
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN ,4k0d -

*13.(a) Isita fact that the R : i ir
< 2 ctrenc . b ¢ subi «d therr
R g long ?go ? n(,hm(,nt Cominittee subimittec
b) f 50, has GOVCI’n 1 o
ment n effe - ¢ rec ‘nda-
tions e by the Retr. H ‘gnwn cllect to any of the recommenda

ment gty Yy ; - A
(¢) If not, why not » Committee since they got it &

5 Al 1 ¢
Mhd ORI VAMEYE  Shigint 6 MOMAMMAD SAADULLA
replied:
13.%62))—-;%11?6)0—0?%‘3}11?0:{.0{, Ort was submitted in Febroary, 1030. ’
d . office to cxami’nlg(slel:‘t Ministry have had no time since they
aSsumcittc‘c It is proposed tonthk recommendations of the Retrenchment
Comlnnt sessions ofthc'Legislat‘ur(;s(‘ UP the matter immediately alter the

regers. the Government’s ¢ are ended and it is hoped that a resolution
contalning “*= S SFHR CClsions op the recommendations will issue
before the next meeting of ‘the Leglslatures. -
N
MaulﬂVi ABDUR RAHMAN .

As regards (a) I have becen given
7 : [ have m given a
the Report was submitted, May T know from the Flon’ble

date when .- e i :
Coalition Minisu'y that was function-

it was the Conoeres
3 w‘thhCr 1 gress
Premler

. p)
P at the ume !
ing a

R
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, . It
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADEH"LA;nent
is well known to the hon., ulurxlinll('l’ himself that the ])l‘CSCllt Governiiit
was not functioning at the time,

Personal Assistant to the Inspector General of Givil Hosp*m‘s
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

*11.7a) Are Government aware of the fhet that no Muslim Assistant
Surgeon has ever been appointed by the Assam  Government &as PcrsO!‘\ﬂl
Assistant to the Luspector Goneral of Givil Hospitals, Assam ?

by 1F so, why

Is it o fact that Muhammadan Assistant Surgeons are available
in the Province to fill up the said post ? )

4 Is it a fact that a Personal Assistant to the Inspector General
of Civil Hospitals, Assam, will be appointed this year in place of the exist-
inr one ? ’

e) 1f so, do Government propose to consider the desirability of
appointing a Muslim Personal Assistant this time ? .

The Hom’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY
replied :
14.(a)—Yes.

. )1 be selection ol Personal Assistant is ordinarily made on the
suitability for the particular dutics of the appointment and the persons
appointed belore appearcd to be the most suitable for the purpose

(¢)-~The post is ordifarily open to all suitable Assist'mt ém‘geons——
Muhammadan and non-Muhammadan. Sl
(d)—Yes.
(¢)—The claims of suitable Muhammad :
. . : : adan officer: i
along with those of others. s will be considered
(Starred questions Nos. 15—29 standing ir
DL * > < g 1mn thc nar N T =
Muhammad Amjad Ali were not put and answered as the n;e(s)fio,ﬂ\:;‘"i:,‘;j
absent). ! o

Candidates for the Assam Civil Service
Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA asked :

#30. 1s it o fact that the recommendations :
_ .30, Is . : s of candid;

Ciivil Service by the Public Service  Commission have lld‘n(‘s for the Assam
results of an examination ? ave been based on the

The Hon’ble Maulavi
rcp]icd:
30.—Yes.

Saiyid Six MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA :
justice cannot be done through such an cut aware that even
an opportunity to students who specialise ; : hich .

IT he Hor'ble Maulavi Saiylidc "tsli'irc m particulay su])jc(?tge?s ok, AIoF
The :\1:: T{\‘;‘};n};xr 1s asking for an opinion. I fﬁ?’IMAD SAADULLA :
hold regular open if)gj\;leﬁlt{ ‘D['TTTA - Wi“ Gosgrtnillzp?md oAy

The Honhle Mailaut Soiiin siiron in place of N aRRe IR, ft0
- How’hle Maulavi Saiyid Sivr MUHAM Such examination ?
is a question of policy of the Public Service Co MAD SAADULLA : That

osition to state anythine on “of t mmission. [ i
po: y g behalf of that Commission, am not in a

Are Governm
CXamination w



8 QUESTIONS |

2% l.l .

Erosicon of the river Brahmaputra at Dibrugarh
Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA asked :

*31. (a) Are Government aware of the devastating erosion of the river
Brahmaputra at Dibrugarh ?

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state, what
being adopted to check it ?

*32. (a) Are Government aware that bandalling near
of the Brahmaputra river by the Steamer (
for the erosion at Dibrugarh ?

'u[f‘!)‘-l arce

the north bank
ompany is greatly responsible

(b) If so, do Government propose to divert the current by bandal-
ling the south bank of the said river ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY rc

plied :

31. (a)—Yes.

(b)—None at present, since as stated by the Chief
Irrigation Department, Bengal, who, in response’ to a
Government of Assam advised on this problem
spent on anything other than pucca protection we
His estimate for this pucca protection work is
of bank protected giving a total of ne
requiring protection,

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA :
that the Superintending Engineer, Mr.
to see the erosion of the river ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Y

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: May I know wh
submitted by the Superintending Engincer ?

) The. Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : For the
information of the hop, member I will read out from the report.  “Inspec-
tion note of Mr. F, E, Cormack, Superintending  Engineer, Northern Circle,
on the Lalglllmpur Division. 25th January 1940, “I again inspected  (he
nver crosion  at Dibrugarh Town  in company with members of
Erosion Prcv?ntmn Committee. We also inspected the course of the river
for several miles upstream. The Erosion Prevention Committee have erected
bandals at two points upstream from the town in the hope of dive
the flow of water away from its present course. The utility of this js doubt-
ful. T.he water 1s carrying no silt at present and so there is no question
of forming sand banks at these points, The bandals are very fiail structure
and. cannot possibly withstand the force of the current when the water
})eglns torise. I was informed that the depth of water at the eroding bank
is over 30 feet Any measures for river protection here, which would have
any hope of success, would cost a sum out of a]] proportion to the object 1o
be achleved.. This fact has been reiterated by all previous inspecting oflicers
The Committee pressed for a Govern ; i

ment grant for the purpose of placin
bamboce cages along the bank similar to those which were constructed in %

previous year. I understand that Chief Enginesr was not satisfied with the

results achieved by these cages on that occasion, and Executive Engineer
was ordered to stop the work”’,

Engineer,
request from the
in February 1937, money
rk is money thrown away.
approximately Rs.200 per r.ft.
arly ISi lakhs for the 8,000 r.ft. of bank

Are Government aware of the fact
Cormack, went to Dibrugarh recently

"cs.
at report has been

the

rting

ll
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The Hon'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY replied :

s i . advice of

32. (a)—No. The opinion of Government formed on the }dh'ls ot

their experts is that the bandalling done by the Steamer C.omeM\ c‘south
had the slightest eflect one  way or the other on the erosion of th

bank. .
(b)—Does not arise.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: May I know whose opinion was
his ? .
o The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Mr. Reid

Shaw, the late Chief Engineer.

Digboi Firing Incident Enquiry Report
Babu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI asked:

*33. Will Government be pleased to state— )

(a) Whether Government sent for  the original  records of the
Digboi Firing Incident Enquiry Report as submitted by
Babu P. N. Das, Extra Assistant Commissioner, along with
the records of the three private complaint cases relating to
the Digboi firing on or about the 18th April 1939 night ?

b) If so, when? ) . N

(¢) Whether the said Extra A.ssxst:_mt Commissioner
his own motion at any time ?

(d) If so, when . and why ?

sent these of

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY replied :

. (a) and (¢)—The reply is in the negative. The Deputy q ]
sione?;-? La&;lZimpur, sent the records to Government on the g Ma;mfg;sg;
of his own accord.

(b) and (d)—Do not arise.

ct Works under the Public Works De ar .
Py Garo Hills Partmeng in

Mr. BENJAMIN CH. MOMIN asked :

*34, Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) If Babu Janggin Lasker, ™. B. E., of Garg

tractor in the Garo Hills Public Works Delslus was a

. ) artme GOI’]~
(b) If SO, since when Babu Janggin Lasker nee
disallowed tqo be a contractor under

the pyio E.,
Department, Garo Hills ? ¢ Public b

orks
(¢) Do Government propose to enquire why he was as
to have any contract works under the Pubcll'lsallowed
Department, Garo Hills ? e

WOrk




10 QUESTIONS

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY rephed

34. (a)—Yes.

(b))—Babu Janggin Lasker, m. 8. E., has not been debarred {rom
tendering.

(¢)—Does not arise.
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Did Government enquire how Mr. Jana-
gin Lasker was again allowed to secure contract works of the Public Waorks
Department in the Garo Hills ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Mr. | asker
was not debarred from tendering

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK - Yes, he was debarred for a number of
years. He was not allowed to take any' contract rom the Public Works
Department. Did  Government enquire why he was stopped taking
contracts and why he has been agaiy -

1 granted contracts ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MA

TIN CHAUDHURY : O
mation is that he was not debarred.
Mr. JOI?ANG- D. MARAK - Will Government enquire il he
debarred and if so, why he was debarre

Was
d ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : We will
enquire,

infor-

Opening of a /4t a¢ Bajamara in Garo Hills

Mr. BENJAMIN CH. MOMIN asked -

*35. Will Government be pleased to state—

¥ I\‘I’\éﬁzzsr(ﬁo‘ﬁmrﬁm received any representation from the

j o 2 i ST t at

Bajamara, ? Mouzas requesting to  open a hat a
() Whether Govern

connectj . hment has given any notice to the public in
: on with th . : ol 1 g
Hills district ? ¢ opening of the Bajamara Zat in the Gare

’ -
li;rdh.e Hon’ble Maulavi Sajyiq Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
rep L

35.(a) and (b)—Govy
reccived by the Deputy ¢
actuall}’ adVCI‘tISCd f:Or ?ale but was not g
sale would affect prejudicially th neighbo

a representation was
and that the proposcd hat was
old as it transpired later that the
uring Rajabala fat.

* Are Government aware that the Deputy

Commissioner had afrcady asked Rajabala people and the people in the

o ura and bid for the Aat ?

The Hon hetl}t{la}:ﬂaw Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

1 am not aware, but it the hon, member requires T will enquire from the
Deputy Commissioner, 5
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Appointment of Babu Sailendra Mohan as a Sub-Overseer to the
Garo Hills district Fund Department

Mr. BENJAMIN CH. MOMIN asked :

*36. Will Government be plased to state—

When one Babu  Sailendra Mohan was appointed as a Sub-
Overseer to the Garo Hills district Fund Departmeént ?

(b) His native village, district and the province from which he
: ]
comes ¢

The Hon'ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI replied :

36.(a —On 9th March, 1938.

(b)—He comes from Janerdanpur village in Chittagong district of
Bengal.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Outside the province ?

The Hon’ble Whan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR H
CHAUDHURI: Yes. saadi

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI:
there was any candidate from the province ?

-

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN

CHAUDHURI: So far I undertand from the record the m -
- . an was i~
ating and he was found suitable. was oflici

May I enquire whether

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Myt et s
been answered.

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDARBIR
CHAUDHURI : Government have no information on that poin?USSAIN

has not

Visit of the late Hon’ble Minister for Industries to Ma i
division and the number of Model Rearing HOuse:g-aldal Sub-
subdivision n the

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED asked :

*37, Will the Hon’ble  Minister-in-charge of
state— 1 1
(@) The places he visited in his last tour i
division ? s ¢ tourin the Man&faldai S
(b) Whether it is a fact that there k-

Houses witl : arc only 1 Mo
Subdivisiox}ﬂl?n a distance of 8or 9. miles in thedelillaliiaring
(¢) Whether itis a fact that there is only one Seed | e
Demonstrator for the whole Subdivision ? Xaminey and
(d) If so, do Government propose to increase th
Demonstrator to four there ? ' ¢ Numpg,
(1) The number of Model Farms in the Province of Atg

(/) Whether Government propose to open  some .
the Province ? ra

of
am
e Fa.I‘rns in
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(g) If so, will Government be pleased to state

pose to open one such
(k) The different duties

and a Demonstrator

whether they pro-

Farm in the Mangaldai Subdivision ?

of a Seced Examiner and Demonstrator

in the Sericulture Department ?

(i) The different scales of pay of these
of the Weaving Demonstrators 2

(1) The reasons for fixing

two sets of officers and  that

different scales of pay for these officers ?

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replicd -

37'((1)—:11}]6 e Hon’l)lg Minister for Industries visited Mangaldai town
and Ranthali in his last tour ip September, 1938.

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED -
Hon’ble Minister for visitin !

g those places ?
The Hon’ble Miﬂﬁ MAVIS DUNN .
interest of Public Service, '

What was the object of the

He visited those pliaces in the

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS pyny replied :

(b)—Yes.
((;)———YCS.

b= (d)—It is not possible ¢ increase the
unds.

number owing to paucity o

(e)—Two.
(f )—Not immcdiatcly,

Ba!)l; roPOISI:E)lz? N.ATH ADITYA : Does the Hon’ble Minister for
Industrics F f art any moe| rearing farms in Shillong ?
The Hon’ble {Misg MAVIS DUNN . :

There is no such proposal.

The Hon’ble Migg MAvis DUNN replied :

(g)—Does not arige,

h)—The duties are . . ‘ |

inati (n)of Silkworm Segd Pfl‘acn?auy the same such as Microscopical cxa-

mlnaltl(zvork for increaseq i o climination of discases, sericultural propa-

abﬂdaspinrlers in their rcgri‘:ldu(:tlon? giving technical help to rearers reclers

a}:glg of up-to-date and iy, g, reeling  and spinning operations, popula-
ri

© saving spinning and reeli hi tc
, g and reeling machines, ctc.
(z)_._Dcmonstrat()rsﬁRs.30 4)2—s50. >

Demonstrators—Rs 26-—3/2—40
Weaving Demopg, £ a : .
; Ors—R5.35—40_-4/9___

monstrators and the W i trators

scale of pa . ¢ Weaving Demons ;

njoy the 'Ol((;iial revcnli)esy wfl})::d by the Provincial Govcrnmcgt and are paid

from rovin approved by the Igas the Sericultural Seed lLixaminers get a
a : ove : .

50316 Of{fga}]’t of Indiz grant. 'nment of India and are paid from the

The 1 int i
Govcr«ll be entertained only s atter arc appointed on a i baxis

.Y 50 long as the sche ione the
and W:,,meﬂt of India continge, g mes  sanctioned by
i
Gove
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Principles of nomination of Jurors in Mangaldai Subdivision and
sitting arrangements in the Mangaldai Court Building

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED asked :

*38. Will Government be pleased to state—
(¢) The number of Jurors nominated from the Muslim and non-
* Muslim Communities from the Mangaldai Subdivision during
the vear 1930 ?
(b) The principle on which such nominations are made ?
(¢) Whether any qualifications are required to make one cligible for
a Juror ? h
(d) If so, what are those ?

* 30 Will Government be pleased to state it is a fact that both the
Registration Oflice and the Civil Oflice at Mangaldai Court l,\llil(ling sit 3
the same Court Room where the Extra Assistant Commissioner ﬁol(is l::;
court ?

*40. Is it a fact thot the room is too small to accommodate the two im
portant offices ? B

*11. Are Government aware that the presidu

g officer of (he
| i . : & ¢ cour <
the clerks of the offices concerned and the public are experiencing  in ‘t e
niecnce in running their usual daily works there ? S Nt

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSS
DHURI replied : AIN CHAU.
38.(a)—Two Muslims and sixteen non-Muslims includin“. 5 R
planters nominated for 1939. 3 L“"Opean
b)—The list is drawn up according to the provisiong - -
(0) and 321, Criminal Procedure Code. of S€Chiong 319
¢) & (d)—It is end:avoured to sc{cct pcuplc\ of some cdupn .
L an independent condition in life, and of judgmeilctllc.ttmn and
rience. and eXpe-
39.—Yes. ) ) !
40.—Yes ; the arrangement is admltt.ed'ly unsatisfactory,
41.—Yes ; here as in other places building projects are )
of the requisite funds. ¢
Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED :
some provision to construct a building there ? mnellt
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABRBIR Make
DHURI: The project will be  taken up as soon as the
ble for the purposc.

ayed for
Will the Gover or lack

funds “"?TIIIEG C‘HAU-

N Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED : - availa.
will be availab’lc ? + May we knoy, Whey th -
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: (uan the Hon’ble . ¢ fundg
assurance ? — Minjsie, .
The Hon’ble Khan Sahjy, : lve
DHURI: Government wij]] 110011:/[ aulavi MUDABBIR H Ay

s into the matter ag USSAI
available. )

Maulavi BAIDAIIIUDDIN AHMED: May T take
budget is passc;d, unds will be available ? 1t thay af
The Hon’ble Bhan Sunil, Maulavi MUDABRIR yye. . O the
DHURI: The polntis thag )¢ moncy could not be founq , SSA
cannot say whether money th

DSAIN
will be available for the Purpose n::;tﬁme’ LaHA
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Mangaldai Government High School building
Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED asked :

*42. (a) Are Government aware that the plinth of the building of
Mangaldai Government High School is still left kackhia
(b) If s0, will Govurnment be pleased to state for ho
of affairs has been continuing there ?
(¢) Did the school authority bring this matter to the
Government ?
(d) What will be the probable cost for making the said plinth pu

Y JONL’ it,:

notice ol th

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

42. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Since August 1933,
(c)—Yes.
(d)—Rupees 2,160,
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Was
brought to the notice of the Government prior to this question being sent 2
The Horn’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: i the
hon. member 1s asking about the present Government, | may say that the
reply is in the affirmative, 1 personally visited the school during my last
tour to Mangaldai aad the hon. member will be glad 1o leamn that we have
made some Provision o remove this grievance.

this vrievance

Unlawful detention of an M. L. A.
Mzr. JOBANG D, MARAK asked :

#43. (a) Are Govcrqrncnt aware ‘that Mr., Karka Dalay Miri, M.L.A
was detained and held 'captivc in an out-of-the-way tea garden
and prevented from attending the Joint Session of the Assam

Cglslgtul.c held on the 3rd and 4th August 1939 as stated in
an article published in the Hindusthan Standard, dated Saturday,
the ?th September 1939, under the caption ¢ Unlawlul
detention of Assam M.L. A >

(b) If s0, do Government proposc. to enquire into the matter and take
necessary ste

.°CPs against th ho detained the said Mr Karka
Dalay Miri, m.r.a, » )

The Hon’ble Maulay;

43. (@)—Government have o information except what is stated in the
article quoted,

Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

(b)~—Government will make an enquiry if the hon. member concerned
asks for this,

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : M. Speaker, Sir. T want to know whether

Govel’nment will inquire as to why he was detained there.
The an’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Premier has given  his
and if the hon. member wants an enquiry to be made

. : , Government
rep ;’r ep ared to enquire into the madtter.
re
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. Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, Government have no infc

tion whether the hon. member was detained but the question 1} = Oll')n‘la-
based on the paper publication. May I enquire of the Hon'ble 1:11)5. T
whether he is prepared to enquire how the paper authority got theL 1n;§::::e\1

3

tion {
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
. No Sir, I am not prepared to enquire from the News paper authori .
& . B & - - < » »
cause it is futile to ask them as they will not disclose their Cofrt‘QpOndlctg be-
! - ce.

Provision of playground for the Government High School, T
L) ura

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK asked :

*41 (@) Arce Government awarce that there is no suitable playground
ayground for

the Government High School at Tura ?
() Are Government awarce that there is also no public p);

for the children in the Tura Town ? Playground
(¢) Do Government propose to remave these wants ?

. The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replieq
44.(a)—Yes, the existing ground is not big enough.
(b)—Yes.
N (¢)—The provision of a playground for children othey
)

reading in the High School is the responsibility of an those
tommittee concerned. So far as the question of e the
school playground is concerned, Government Wiﬁktendi

when funds become available. Consi

Custom obtaining in Garo Hills making the Maharis ¢ -

of an accused person responsible for liabilities j ansm
by the latter S incurreq O
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK asked :
*45. Will Government be pleased to state if they are ayy
(a) That a legal procedure is still extent in } are—_
that of making the Maharis or Clang 1€ Garg Hil
. person responsible for liabilities incurrecrln tc,n an asc, vz,
A (b) That the Garos, are . . Y the cused
to abolish it ? against this Practice and latter ?
are .
(¢) Do Government p : anxioyg
forthwith ? propose to do away With ty;
S
prOCQdure
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi
DHURTI replied : ulavi MUDABBIR Hysg
N CHAy.

45, (a)—Government are a
) . E ware tha i
the Garos, which may be so ABtTasented] t there is a custom obtaini
! ng am
Ong
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(b)—Government have no reason to think so. They understand
that only small minority has shown itself in favour of abandoning the ancient
customs of the Garos, of which this is one.

(c)—1It is not the policy of Government to interfere with the estab-
lished customs of any people unless these offend against humanity or the
progressive opinion of the people themselves demands a change.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Mr. Speaker, Sir. Did the Govern-
ment receive our joint pctition regarding this point on 20th July, 1939,
requesting the Hon’ble Judicial Minister to move His Excellene
Governor to remove that practice immediately from there ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
answer ?

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir, I want to know whether the appli-
cation was received by the Government.,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Doecs this question arise at all ?

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : [ want to know whether our joint peti-
tion was received by the Government.,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
and the question with regard to this fa

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
in the original question.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK :
the practice ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI: If the hon. member insists, Government will be prepared
to make an enquiry.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK :
made.

v the

Does this question aris: from the

The hon. member is givine a new fact

ct does not arise from the answer.

I am asking about this question.
There was no mention about this fact

Will Government please enquire about

I want that an enquiry should be

suppreSSion‘ of telegrams by the Deputy Commissioner, Garo
Hills

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK asked :

*#46. Will Government 1 -
(a) Whether 2 o¢ pleased to state

eputy C issi r can withhold private tele-
= Sl puty Commissione P
(%) Ifg;%aélswer to question 46 (a) above is in the affirmative,

overnment he pleased to give the nature of private
telegrams which are ¥ 8 :

) ! !
#47. (a) Are Governmen liable to be so withheld

i awa ; :puty Commissioner, Gar
Hills, Wltcl‘l(}};?l(}r two telegramg notecll‘cbtgzzvt};c Deputy &r o
i) To ?

His Excellency, Shillong.

Deputy Commissioner and Sub-D

i football field. Apprehending eputy Collector assaulted by militacy

public peace. Soliciting steps.

The 24th August 1939. BENJAMIN MOMIN, M.L.A.”

(i1) “Assam, Shillong.
Deputy Commissioner and Sub-Deputy Collector badly assaulted by
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military. Public tranquillity and safety endangered in Tura Town.
Kindly depute Commanding Officer for nezdful.
. - > 3
The 20th August 1939, JOB.’\NUI\I:\R.‘\I\.

() Do Government propose to enquire into the said suppression of
1 . . >
telcgrams !

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

replied :

46. (@) & (&)—Under the Indian Telegraph Rules, on a reference to
the Chief Civil Officer in the locality, a telegram which appears to be of an
objectionable or alarming character may be refused.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Will the Hon'ble Premier point out the
objectionable words in my telegram for which the Deputy Commissioner can
withhold it ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: 'That question concern$
No.47.
) The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member can ask that ques-
tion.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

47. (a)—Yes.

(b)—Government have already received full reports of the

affair.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Is it a fact that the Deputy
Commissioner was assaulted by the military people ? p

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
The hon. questioner was an important member of the Cabinet of t} X
and he ought to have known the fact. The assault was reported ip
1939.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I enquire wheghey
Deputy Commissioner was assaulted by the military people or nisk B r the

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUJAMMAD SAAD.
He was assaulted by a player of the Assam Rifles because he ULLA .

i wa :
the Deputy Commissioner when the former was challenging ths hanc.u‘ed by
the referee in a foot-ball match. S the decision of

¢ time
August

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
enquiry was made ? May 1 know by whom the

The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD

The enquiry was made at the j : SAADULLA .
Commanding the Military there, e i1nstance of Government by the O ﬂg::‘:r.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
enquiry was made ?

The Hom’ble Maulavi Sajvid Sir M
By the Military Officer. atyid Sir MUHAMMAD sAApypy,

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED : Isita fact that the O
the Military, who assaulted the Deputy Commissioner, made the o

I want to know by whom "
e

fficer the
nquiry ?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saj
The hon. member who was then in the Cabinet oug
Mx. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED -

rht to know all thesc.

Sofar as I remember, 1 did
not know anything of the assaylt ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi

Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The incident took place in Aug

ust, whercas we took office in November

1939,

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALJ
pleased to enlighten us why the
Commissioner and what action have the Government taken in the matter ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Premier said that what-
ever action was taken wag taken on the Government report.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE' May I know whether the
telegram was objectionable ? .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER .

Mzr. BAIDYANATH
Hon’ble Premier ?

AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Premicr

It is a question of opinion.
MOOKERJEE : What is

the opinion of the
: I'want 4 reply,
The Hor’bile the SPEAKER: ¥t cannot be replied.

Plﬁng of a motox lamh fl‘om Mankachat to Dhubri and

vice
Mr. JOBANG D, MARAK asked :

*48. (a) Isita fact thay . .

Dhubri and vice versq » hat a motoy launch is plying from Mankachar to
(%) If 50, from why

fact ? ol tsource Governent h
¢) Will Governm

launch, or name of the Con'?t be Pleased to state the name of the motor

launch ? Pany, or the name of the proprictor of the motor

ave come to know this

The Hon’ble Mayj,

48, ()N " ABDUL MATIN GHAUDHURY replicd :
b)—B :
((";*Nzrigqtgfl %cfmm the Deputy Commisssoner, Goalpara.
ame of the C(‘)mtor laun(:h~-“‘]aJabindu”.
Mr, JOBANG D M A}‘;;ny\“T he Bengal Rivers Flotila Co.”.
date the motor launch plieq’ p ° May I know from what date to what
The Hon’ble Mayy

: avi
notice of that question,

ABDUL MaTIN CHAUDHURY : T want
Appointment of ome
Commissioner, Go
and Memoria]

Bishn‘l Prosha

alpa,. d, an orderly of the De uty
frol:nl;; :S the Nazir of Gossaingaon Tall;sil
Motiop toceSS'Servers of Dhubri £,

e ° f'or ro-
Ministerial ranks P

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN gppien, asked ;

Are Gov
h: %égaty Commiesgiré)rlrll:? téﬁre that one Bishnu Proshad, ap orderly
?}f;)t;SaingaOn Tahsi g Para, has been appointed ag the Nazir of

yid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

be
telegram was suppresscd by the Deputy
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») If so, will Government be pleased to state—

(i) The salary he was drawing as an orderly of the Deputy
missioner, Goalpara ?

(si) The present salary he is drawing ?

(iit) Whether he is domiciled in Assam ?

(iv) His educational qualifications, if any ?

(¢) The name of the school in which he was educated ?

(vs) If he has any certificate showing his educational qualifica-
tions ?

(¢ii) The reason for his such promotion ?

*50. Is it @ fact that the processsservers at Dhubri submitted a memorial
to the Government for their eligibility for promotion to ministerial ranks g

*51. (a) Is it a fact that the Government by letter No. 4286-93-F.(a),
dated the 23rd December 1937 from the Deputy Sccretary to the Govern-
ment of Assam in the Finance Department to the Commissioner, Assam
Valley Diviston informed the memorialists, the finding of the Government ?

(&) If so, will Government be pleased to state the contents of tl'lc
letter referred to above ?

*52. (a) Is it a fact that the said Bishnu Proshad was promoted after the
letter referred to in question 51(@) above was veccived by the Deput
Commissioner ? y

(b) If not, will Government be pleased to state the date whe
Bishnu Proshad was promoted ? ) i

*53. Are Government aware that there is a great discontent am

-servers whose claims were ignored by the appointment of: BI'OS?);glsl‘l:

Com-

the process
Proshad ?
The Homn’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :
49. (a)—Yes.
(b) (,‘)__Rupccs d:-d

(ii)—Rupees 30.

(ii1) —His father, who was an orderly peon of the Deputy ¢
missioner, had a house constructed on Sarkari land and is said to have\l'on~l~
in it for about 40 years. Bishnu Prosad has Jand under short Jease b ed
house. He was brought up by and lived jointly with his materna] lllt e
who is domiciled. : [ : s

(iv)—He read in a M!ddlc :\/cmagulag' School and for ¢y
in a High English School. Besides this, he is said to have studieq O ‘years
The Tahsildar, under whom he is serving, thinks that he com *prfLV&tely
standard between the Middle English and High English VS(-:I::)S IUp to E;
ards. . - Ol stang.

‘ (v)—Dhubri Municipal School, and Saidpur High Fpg; i
(vi)—The certificates are not available. “Nglish SChool
(viz)—The Deputy Commissioner considered hi : )
post. T suitable for
Mr. NABA KUMAR DU . ; s
secured domiciled certificate ? TTA: May I know whether Bishny Progh oy
a

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Wi RAHMAN:
men}r xlxliade, please ? e PR e e ali’Pc;Ji}rll%

The Hon’ble Khan Bahad Javi SAYID W
require notice of that question. a. e s UR RA’HMA-N At

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: In view of the fact thay |}, '

got the_ domiciled certificate i t pleas i e
Commissioner to dismiss hiry leu Government please dirgqt the BS ot
[ 111 ¢ eputy
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The
Deputy Commissioner has already made the appointment, and if there were
any objection to it, Government would sure

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : My question is—Will Government
ask the Deputy Commissioner to dismiss the man ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : No.
Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA - May I know the reason for it, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
Because the appointment has already been made.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA :

\ Has not anybody questioned the
appointment ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
Nobody has questioned i,

.Mr. NABA' KUMAR DUTTA ; Is it not a fact that Maulavi Ghyas-
uddin Ahmed is now complaining about it ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : He
is only enquiring about jt.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Does it not amount to a question ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadyy Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: No.
Khan Bahadur M

2ulavi . j ( ¢ F that
any one who is not a M Vi KERAMAT ALI: Iy It not a fact tha

atric cannot be appointed to such a post ?
The Hon’ble Khan

B i S N:
There is no:such rule, Sir. ahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMA

>

the ﬂni.o?ﬁAHﬁlgg‘?vl}l DOUTTA: As complaints have heen made oR
sioner to revise his orcicr l? Jovernment please ask the Deputy Commis-
9

The Hontble Maulavy; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Are theselc_llues, 1013 only elicit information, Sir ?

S;Ii‘:rf to :ﬁc?tl?ntfbe SI?EAKER: I have ruled in the past that any
questions suggestin OTmation fro, Government is only Permissible and that
qus § act aken by Government are not permissible.,

1018 to he ¢
Maaulavi JAHAN .
any advertisement of tl}{?;)gs[f pAHMED: May I ]_‘“OW whether there was
The Hon’hle g )

h ¢ .
require notice of thay qtt;stlix(;hadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : 1

lY make enquiry info ‘he matter,

*bl :
The I;I(on ® Khan Bagho gy, Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
50.—Yes.

51. (a)—Yes.

b '——AS re )'ar l ol
oot terial(l )rank, Go&veglsnthe ellglblhty of process-servers for promotion to
;mnlz were educationauy qeu I.S‘EW no objection to such Promotion provided
n . a 1 . ;
tl’f :t this concession was ‘to, .. ed and “otherwise fit. overnment added

S : € used ve carefully as they did ne¢ desire that
the rnmlsterlal service shoy]q be ﬁlled?’vith un.ﬁt persons, Pl

(b)—Does not arise,
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Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : After receipt of this reply from

. . . 5 ; a peon
the Government how is it that this Bishnu Proshad, who was only a pecon,

was appointed as a Nazir ? -0

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
Because the Deputy Commissioner thought him fit for the post. ‘

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : He was an ordinary peon - '

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Do the Govcrn.m.led
propose to have this man discharged when he does not possess @ domuicl
certificate ? )

The Hona’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The
matter may be considered.

Maulavi ABDUR ROUF: Do the Government know that Deputy
Commissioners have ceased to issue domiciled certificates ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
No, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : ,\[;13' I know the name of the
Deputy Commissioner ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
Mr. Fletcher.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :

53.-—Neither the Government nor even the Deputy Commissioner are
aware of any discontent among the process-servers as a body.

Maulavi ABDUR RAT VAN : . Is it a fact that the memorial which
was submitted by the process-servers is sufficient indication for Government
to understand that process servers as a class are discontent.

The Hon’ble Kllnp _Ba?la iar Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
That is a matter of opinion.  Moreover this discontent is only because
claims of some were not cousidered.

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMIED : Ifit is found that this Bishnu
Proshad is not a process-server, will Government revert him to his former
post ?

‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Thi;sis 4 hypothetical question.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Do the G
an enquiry ?

2
The Homn’ble Xhan Bahadup Maui-

I have already assured that Government i) ;;?kesaﬁ?rggi];’ T

overnment propose to make

Forest Establi SIhment in the Mechpara Ward’s Estate

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED asked
ed:

*54. Will Government be

o4 (a) When Srijut Banalﬁlease
para Ward’s Estn

Assa}rln Governmen 3

b) When he was ap5 00
((cg What is his p_l‘es}ilr)lt lalé(;d
(d) Whether he i physicall

\ Manager of Forests »

d to state—

ali
te D_a.s, now Sub-Manager, Forests, Mech-
» fetired as a Deputy Ranger under the

pas a Sub-Manager of the said Estate ?

y fit to undertake the duties of a Sub-
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*55. Are Government aware that one Promode Chandra Chakras rity,
NOW a Deputy Ranger of the said Estate, was deputed to unj'l"“f” a traiming
as a Deputy Ranger at Karshiang before his appointment ? . £ being

*86. (a) 1s it a fact that he was tr:um‘:'l with the object of being
appointed as a Sub-Manager, Forests, of the said Estate K .

(b) If so, what prevented the Estate to give effect to this :

*57. Isit a fact that the Manager and the Sub-Maaager of the said
Estate belong to the same district ?

*58. Will Government be pleased to state-—-

(a) How many Kanangoes and Amins have been maintained in
1938 and 1939 by the Mcchpara Ward’s Estate
() H

OW many of them are Hindus and how many arc Muham-
medans ?

{¢) How many of these h
(d) What are the names
been discharged ?

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN
replied :

VOt ﬁ(f.',

ave been discharged this year ?
of those Kanangoes and Amins who have

54. (a)-—Srijut Banamal; Das retired as a Ranger about April, 1933.
b)—From 29th March, 1935, '
(€)—57 years,
(d)—Yes.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Is there not a rule that when a man
retires he is presumed to be incapablc of holding any more service ?
Ts'l}e Hon’ble Khan ahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
Yes, Sir T
‘Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: 1, it not a fact th
privilege to persons retired, the Government close
employed youths ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: This is

The Hon’ble Khay, Bahadur M
Moreover it is mot » Governrnent post.

at by giving such
the door to the un-

a _question of opinion.

aulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
It is under the Court of Wards.

The Hon’ble Khap, Bahady, Maula

vi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replied :
55.—Y€S. HC was

A Permitted undergo the training at his own cost. )
Maulayt GHYASUDDIN AHMED ; gWill Government appoint this
Deputy Rangtz%io the ran| of SUb-'-Man'ager ?
The Hon G‘H’:}X SPE * Such a question is not allowed.
Nmu‘llii“&overnmeﬁ:J DDI-EI AHMED:  When Srijut Banamali Das
. Wil Asovernment cop, T e : ?
reure’;"he Hon’ble Khap Eal?;ctiltlfrdesmablhty KRB s man -

i aulavi SAYID AN:
That is a hypotheticaj question. Maulavi SA UR RAHM
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadyy np igavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN replicd :
" 56. (a)—No.
’ (6)—Does not arise,
57.--Yes.

8. (a) and (b)—There were 3
) esft stafl and one Kanangoe a
a

hlock survey in 1938 and the Same number in 1939, The permanent
.0 t
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Kanangoes are Hindus and the temporary Kanangoe was a Muhammedan.
Out of perman=nt Amins 9 are Hindus and 4 are Muhammedans. Out of
temporary Amins 2 Hindus and 2 Muhammedans.

(¢)—In view of financial stringency as well as gloomy prospect of
crops and early flood this year Ekandaj survey work has been stopped and
temporary stafl’ consisting of one Kanangoe and 4 Amins have bheen dis-
charged.

) d)—Tamijuddin Ahmed, Supervisor Kanangoe (1) Abdul Hayat
Mia, Amin (2) Khyati Ram Kakati, Amin (3) Sistu Ram Dutta, Amin (4)
Shirajuddin Ahmed, Amin.

Transfer of certain cases filed in the Court of the Distriet and
Sessions Judge to that of the Additional District and Sessions
Judge

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asked :

*59. (a) Are Government aware thatin contravention of the Govern-
ment Notification No. 2325-G.J., dated the 18th April 1939, published in
the Assam Gazette of the 19th April 1939, Mr. 1. P, Barua, Additional Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge, Assam Valley, took upon himself the powers con-
ferred by Section 135 to Section 139, (‘.r.uninal Procedure Code, and trans-
ferred cases filed in the Court of the District and Sessions Judge to his own
file and disposed of them ? i

(b) If the answer to question 59(a) above is in the
tive, do Government propose to move the Hon’ble High
aside the orders passed by Mr. [. P. Baruas in an unauthorised

affirma -
Court to set
capacity ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI replied :

59. (a)—The question is not clear. The sections quoted have been
enacted to deal with any unlawful obstruction or Public nuisance, etc., and
cannot be interpreted to confer powers upon Additional District and Ses-
ions Judges. -
siétna J g(b)..—Docs not arise.

Public Works Departmeat Ferries iy the
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA agkeq -

district of Cachay

*60. Will Government be pleaseq doe st
(a) The names of the fetries i o p
Public Works Dey

ate—

CHAUDHUR replied :
; 60,.(4) —A statement shows .
Library Table. Wing the names of the ferries is placed on the
(b)—A copy of the Sct
Works Department fﬁ:rries is P‘léi?:g‘lzl? f;}tlelIs_.ifb?x-; ;th(?r %\frma Valley Public
Mr. ARUN KUMAR D A Y St
Department rates are doublCHANDA= Is it a fact that the Public Works
P € the rateg levied by the local boards ?
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Public
Works Department rates are given in the schedule that ha
the Library table. o

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : My quesdon was if Public Works
Department rates are double the rates clmrgt:tf by local boards.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY :
aware of that, Sir.

s been plac cd on

I am not

Posts of Traffic Sergeants and Inspectors of Motor Vehicles
Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH asked :

*61. Will Government be pleased to state —
(a) The scale of pay of the TraffiqScrgeants in Assam ?
(6) What salary, the two Traffic Sergeants at Shillong and Dibru-
garh respectively draw now ?
(c) Whether it is a fact that over and
receive motor allowance
(d) If so, what amount do they

above their salaries, thcy
and house allowance ?

draw now respectively ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir
replied :
61.(a)—Rupees 150—5/2—200,
(b)—Rupees 150 each.
(c)—Yes.
(d)—Motor Car Allowance

Rs, 50 per month.
House Allowance Rs. 25 per month.

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

Maula"i MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Mr. Spcakcr, Sir. For some
unavoidable reasg

- : ns, I(}OUld not arrive at this place before now. I had
certain questions to agk jp to-day’s agenda I should be obliged if T am
permitted to ask them now.,

o ; R: The hon. member very welj remembers
the rl;lilng Bave some time ago. If an hon. member absents himself at the
umeb s qut’:suuzins are called, thege questions lapse, and the member will
11'110t ;:ngzgnttek to have thep answered in the course of the session, The
tl'(x)érl .questionseron g?w]: }Ihlat' He could have authorised somebody to put

A S behalf, o . 2 ¢
these questions noy, herefore, I regret I cannot permit him to pu

D AMJAD ALI: With due deference to the
. may inform the House that I was on my way to
S.h1llong al;ld: .as such, not come to the House. I had even no
time to aul-tl or’lse Somebody tq put these questions.

dTllll‘:he Sonbb}_e the SPEAKER . The hon. member could hav e anticip-
atgti, oans ¢ belore.  Order, order, T have got notice of some adjournment
m .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order,
of adjournment motions: The first one is
Purna Chandra Sarma,

ordet_', I have got some notices
standing in the name of Srijut
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Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : I beg leave of the House to

move an adjournment motion with regard to a matter of urgent public im-
portance. The motion is, Sir,— . ' "

“That this Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of
urgent public importance m_nd of recent occurrence to wit - the harassx.nent
of rvots in Pakhimoria, Kondoli and Singiapotoni mouzas in the district of
N()\s:g(')llg by the mouzadars and their staff by forcibly realising money for
war without receipts.”

Sir. during the last fortnight the mouzadars of these mouzas — imme-
diately after the Hon’ble Ministers, who visited Nowgong, left the district —
started collecting money from the ryots in the name of war without giving
any receipts and they would refuse to accept land revenue until that was
paid and thus harassing thEIM civeencnroasssanesssssssssansss oldeuD

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order, T would draw attention
of the hon. member that thisis a new fact which is now supplied and does
not appear from the adjournment motion. The word is harassment. What
sort of harassment was made the hon. member ought to have mentioned in
the notice.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : The harassment is that they
did not accept revenuce from the people \11110§S that money was paid; they
forcibly realized money without giving receipt. That is the harassment,
Sir, and it is m~ntioned in the latter part of my motion.

It is also of recent occurrence and is consternating people very much.
They came to Congress Office and to ourselves in batches and conip]aiued
about that. I personally saw the Deputy Commissioner, but I do not know
what action he has taken so far because immediately after this I have come
over here and to my knowledge no action has yet been taken.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Have the Government got to say any-

thing about this ? -

n{-,T';l):Hon,ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The
Government have absolutely no information regarding the alleged harass.
ment. Government have issued no such instruction and this is the fipst
time the matter has been brought to the notice of the Government. So I
can only assure that an enquiry will be g}adc and if such harassment i
really proved, Government will take immediate steps. Beyond this assurance

c anything. ’
I cqnsr;c;;::.yp'l yNA CHANDRA SARMA : On the assurance

no more harassment will be done to people, I beg leave of the

ithdraw the motion. . %
i -;;:v Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The motion is not Pressed

given that
ouse to

Adjournment motion on account of service of n
] bodjes and individuals in Sylhet directing th

- - e
/ licence for taking out procession on the Indep s apply for

/ endence Day,

| The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The next motion ig in

[Mr. Chanda.UN e the name of

’ Mr. AR CHANDA : I beg leave of

l{move that— v d & °f the Houge, Sir,

' “This Assembly do now adjourn for the purpose of dj

matter of urgent public importance, to wit, service of “;f(l)]tsis
Bodies and individuals in the district of Sylhet, directing the
issue of license under the provisions of the Police Act for tak;
ions in connection with the observance of Independence Da
anuary last’,

otice on puplic

to

mg a definite
C¢ on public

M to apply fo
ng out procesf
Y on the 26th
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, this notice was an inmovation because the Tad
Day is being observed for nearly a decade now and in the
license was directed to be taken in connection
iisually taken out on this day. On the last
Congress workers and leading men in the various Subdivisional tows
also in'the town of Sylhet were served with this notice and this is
departure from the usual practice. I submit that this is an cncroa hment
on civic liberty by the Executive and as such a matter of grave  public
importance: . |

;u
with Proy

\
OCCASI10ND, however,

clear

“
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : How is it urgent ?
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: 'Every inroad upon civic liherty
would be urgent matter. To make matters worse, several persons arc, I
understand, being threatened with prosccution because licenscs were not
taken in accordance with the prevailing practice,
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Spcaker Sir, as you have pointed out that the matter is not urgent so
also it.is not of very rceent occurrence. It took place at least a month ago
But I will not take sl.lclt(:r‘ under these technicalities. 1 am prepared to mect
my friend and tell him that under the Police Act rocessicns have got to he
licensed and in this particular instance, the District Police Officer thought
that for the preservation of law and order and in view of the strained feeling
between the two major communities these processions ought to be regulated. .
There were certain l,llﬁ'ﬁ‘ingcmcnt of that order and prosccutions were ordered.
All that took place without the knowledge of Government and as S0O0IM 4SS W
came to know about it, we haye stopped prosecutions.
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: 1 am grateful to the Hon’ble the
Premier for Fhe_ fact that he has stopped prosccution realising (hat prosccu- -
tion in the circumstances would be extremely unfair, But mhy submission is
that any fantastic apprehension of the breach of peace would not be suflici-
ent to warrant a 'departurc from the usual custom. . There is nothing to
show {hat processions  of this kind.have led to any breaches of the public
peace in the paft, A cocals , ‘ "
The - Hon’ble the SPEAKER: But the Government have *taken
certain action and, T think, haye stopped prosecution.
di\/{):;; tﬁ:{lﬁn’ﬁg oo (GHANDA : In view of the pronouncement
a r . . v L <Nt o
r;r iR s cmier wnhdrawwg proscc.u'tmr?s, I'do not like to |

Adjournment motion on account of .mass encroachment by Mymen-
singhia immj ¥

grants in Pubchamaria Mouza

/96

-Srijut BELIRAM : . ol ; : ‘ .

d-ofﬁﬂlem motliltm A DAS:. Sir, I beg. leave -of the House to the following
ad) : T 0O g ri ol arh

Lt ey o adjourfor the puspose of dietssng the folowing
m?‘ttﬁron A bt OF fia Public 1mp'ortancc,-lv;lg.,-.»{\}/}e grave situation that has
1S€ i 1 1 . 1 S
. pubchamaria Mauza op Teserve 1 e ; ,c ymensm.ghl_a, }mmlgrf}}.{lﬁ
in . : rve land: and lands occupied by Kachiiris,
-Assamese Hlndqs and Moslemsg within the Line, without any q}lction being

taken by _qu_ernment to prevent the Samc;’g’ o ) ' '
Sir, th1s]as a matter of great yrgency because it s still continuing and
cople have Jeccéme panicy ., as.they have ‘hegn driven out of their felds and
thCiI‘ paddlcs an mustards 'ha,ve bgen‘ ta‘lkcp:@way and,: G‘)Ver})mcnt,hﬁvc up
(i1l now taken 10 Steps. . Government have received telegrams and ‘petitions
from the People and I understand three telegrams have been sent—one to

4l

.
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the Hon'ble Revenue Minister, one to the then Revenue Mini%tcr (Srijut
Rohini Kumar Chaudburi) and one to the Hon'ble Forest :Minister as the
representative of the Tribal community.

Sir......

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : 1 think this will do.

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
Sir, for sometime past Government have been receiving several telegrams
.;'l(‘«g‘-i”g: encroachment on the line by the Mymensingh immigrants. Thes
Govermment have been taking prompt action on these wires,  These wires
have been sent to the Deputy Commissioner, K:m‘n'up for immediate action.
He has been asked to maintain the line against forcible encroachment - with
fitmuess. The Government have not got any d(:‘ln‘ilcd report from the
Deputy Commissioner as yet and only on the 15th of lw.‘,ln:um'y last Govern-
ment have again issued reminder to the Deputy Qomnnssmncr to submit the
detailed repert and the report bas not been received as yet.  So the Govern-
ment is taking all action th;.tl 18 possible. ~On receipt of the Deputy , Cor
missionar’s report whatever is necessary \\:tll b(: done.  With this assurance
I think, the hon. member will not press liis motion.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: [ can mﬁm‘nA the House that the Deputy
Commissioner programmed to go to the lotality on the 12th, 13k and 14th
of this month to make a local enquiry.  ‘I'he people collected there in thou-
sands to place their grievances before the I_)eputy Commissioner, But to
their utter surprise the Dnl?uty Cnmn}lssmncr_ went  to  the Cllh‘a\'“"lo‘n
Bungalow, and ¢am¢e back \}"}"h(’"f‘ S‘I‘Y“"Fmg any miomm'tion to the I’é\:"i)lk‘
‘T'he people on account of this h_::\ e )-c-‘.('(_)mg: _Most  panicy and restless anci
taking advantage ol t.h(‘ D.v])ut?r. .omnnl:smltnn not making local drquiryrehk
immigrants are coming in large mumbers and' have been occupying lands
within Line and reserve afresh. _ AR

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It seems that Gov
certain action. AL ‘

"The Hou’ble Xhan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAH
Yes, Sir, enquiries will be made. MAN :
. Srijut BELIRAM DAS: If Government take Immediate Siaid
direct the Deputy Commissioner .to cnqunrc\and take effective ste tion and
as possible and if I get a definite dssurance from the Govel‘nmenlt)s as soon
will .be done, I will not press the motion. that this

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR
Will the ‘hon. member kindly repeat what he has said.
hear him. It . - '
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  The hon. member hag oy
which lead him to believe that the people are still askine for 3h EHS facts
redress.  He says ch‘It.lf he gets an assurance that the (fov ‘an oo uiry and
this to be done unmgdlatcly he will not press his motion crment will order
The Homn’ble Khan Bakaday Maulavi SAYIDUR RA
consideration will be given to what the hon. member desir - At Due

es.
Sriju¢ BELIRAM DAS:  If (e Government takes immed;
sce that an enquiry 1s made and the grievance is redressed

possible date, I may not press my motion.

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR
I ale . R h
the hon. member will take me ingo his confidence, 1 think, I \elll-lntii Alf. v
is possﬂ)le. o all that
motion.. ' Press my

»

trnment haye taken

RAHMAN .

I was unable to

ate steps to
at the earliest
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Adjournment motion on the failure of Government to give protec-

tion to the lives and properties of the people of Habiganj town on

the 19th February, 1940 against the disorderly conduct of a furious
mob

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T beg to move
. “That this House do now adjourn for the purpose of discussing a defi-
nite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the failure of the Govern-
ment to give protection to the lives and oroperties of the citizens of Habiganj
Town on the 19th instant against the Jisnr(lcrly conduct of a furious mob
consisting of about 12,000 Muhammadans.”

In the first place it is a definite matter of public importance in that the
Government failed completely to give any protection to the people of Habi-
ganj Town on the 19th February when a procession of some 12,000 Muham-
m."fldans passed through the whole town and indiscrimin;xtrly assaulted any
H!nd'u that they came across, Brickbats, sticks and swords were used indis-
criminately agaipst the persons and property of the Hindus. And it is an
urgent matter in that it occurred only on the 19th instant, and I have
placed this matter before the House at the earliest possible opportunity. It
1s a matter of public importanee as it concerned the safety and the sccurity
of the lives and properties of the whole town of Habiganj.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What was the extent of the damage to
life and property ?

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV :
Babu Chandrabenode D

Several individuals were injured.
C as had a wound over his forehead,
brow ; a Mistry has been severely assaulted and is lying in bed, and several
other people and children were also assaulted. The Ramkrishna Mission
temple has been damaged, and other buildings have also been damaged.
Brickbats were freely hurled, and our veteran  colleague, Baby Shibendra

Chandra Biswas, with one leg lamed and the other on the threshhold of the
world beyond, could

) not even bhe spared. In view of all these, T think the
matter is of Very urgent importancc, and T think you will kindly allow me
to move my motion,

K!,an Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Ona point of informa-
tion, Sir. May I enquire of the hon, mover whether any information was
lodged with the Police, o any complaint filed in the Court ?

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: As to lodging the information
before the Police, I aysinform: the House that the Subdivisional Officer
himself was accompan cession, and he was present all along with
Comimissioner went to the ocali dmg‘ o e oy and yhen the Ti

’ ty he et by the citizens of the town
and tOld that 1t }Vas the Subdivi y Y I y the
for all these affairs.  So jt ey

above the eye-

sional Officer himself who was responsible
seless to go to the Poiice or to the Court for
redress. bl

The ng. ¢ Maulavi Saiyiq sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, as my hon, friend, the mover, is a new-comer to this
Assembly I would draw h

. 1S attention to the fact that adjournmepnt motion
is really a censureé motion, but I weqyld place all the facts before the House

which will show that far from any condemnation being deserved, the Govern-
ment ought to be commended foy the prompt action which they have taken.
I received 2 te]egra;‘n hon the 20th February purporting to come from the

mi in charge of the Ramkrighpg Mission at Habiganj saying that the
2 krishna Temple had been defiled. I immediately ordereq prompt
Ram iry by the Deputy Commissioner, I received his report on the 21st,
quu\tvhich it is clear that ng more urgent or prompt enquiry could be
roim
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) the report of the
‘e been able to gather from t of the presence
made. From what 1 ‘!'“'( rv unfortunate that on :1“‘.0‘“]1 en friction lor
: . . . o - s ve . b »re he ce
Deputy Commissioner, 1t ‘\‘l th communities there has b e of my hon.
PO ly elements of both ¢ g a wire from onc \V{usli
of some unruty them. I first received a VHTS mia day the Mushm
some tme l".l“.(-‘rn“ uw.(h'\( on the Saraswati ln.]l-l th"li a bomb was
. . MILS . a = . -~ b s
colleagues in “n‘?hl‘ In the telegram 1t was S-t‘m(qdo and the bomb
Mosque was defiled. since then I had an enquiry made, icht have
a2 he Mosque.  Since from the procession mig .
lhr()“'" it \; - R “'k('l which some (Hl('d TON . l.lS trolll)l(‘ \,\)‘ith a view
*a Cre . ‘i 10 ) .
s out to b Nl at it may lead to serl A A » local
turn 'n without realising that lone io prevent such 0cc urrences the :
thrown hat has got to be done : It" consider the question on the
1SS VIS . . g S [« : = & e
N AR ‘!'m leaders asked the Bhr‘_‘l'".‘ the Muslims gathered in flungth.
“ ;‘( .um the Mohurram day w — n[ > \i\lnh:nnm:ldan gathering  was
19th \\-h_u- 1 \I\‘jl;(. that the strength  of (';fhp local leaders thought that they
It is "nh‘;l“tlh;' imagination of any ‘"l‘; 't unfortunately, as my hon. friend, the
beyond all t r about 2,000 people. Bu ‘ing of about 12,000 people or even
may be getting : 1. there was a big gathering .i~hc »olice authorities had
mover, has stated, pected such a gathering.  The }-111(1 the  Subdivisional
I AN B : < = 3910 b > S <
more and nobody }'\!hu went with  the Plt)(‘]( t‘\‘:»t}xcv or whatever the hon
nly 50 C"”smhk‘l‘\ “ to stop any brei ch ol the peace, .
onty -« 0 there
: cer was also . . :
Ofhcer wi all it. «ts «f hooliganism.
mover wanks 12 e the S A Six MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
o i R y
The 'ble Maulavi Saiyid S sioner from which it appears tha
The Hon 1 the Deputy Commiss ked up by an exciting g
have a report from s were apparently worke 6 that Aliey "rasiegt tl~}:>€ech
- batch of Muslim ~ting. The report says € Bake S rough
first batc -evious meeting. zar and back road, beating on the roofs
made at the p1 d back by the Bazar: 1 throwing brickbats. The :
the main road anh narrow Bazar road,_anc] O fficet Both Givl s pp()hce
s in thens he Subdivisiona : el
the houses n. and the & ere interspaced in the .
o ¢ of some 50 m¢ | Treasury Oflicer, who we ttackil; the B.qbr OCCs-
fore Subdivisiona d keep them from at 8% “Raar by
and th‘cd to stem the rlllsh an o5 & claSh and some 8-9 Hlndus an
sion trie d. There was

Muhamm

I
t the

d 6.7
. -7
eriously. The crowd
elme iniured but none s . Were
werc .OverWh- more or less mjfued'n es. Subsequently the Hindyg
Muslims wcz]cto return to their villag

: e
then induc

hay
Coommissioner and representeq
Deputy Go

usly to the

. him

: Agoro ering to the Muslim Al
complained v l,g,(.)slional Officer was Pan? d cﬁ%itely believes 1o l?;“tl\cxs of
that the Subt}l\;hc Deputy Commissione Untrue,

:ch : .

trouble, whi ., no further tx ouble bers that we haye
Tjhesctbal hagirs very clear to hon. members ‘f ] ave tal Prom

I hope it 1s ?tzv:ruc that there has been an unfortunate p

: is qu

action. Itis(q

TV f ab O ur[‘enCe
dav and the unexpected gathermalo ouF 12,009 sl
the Mohurram a police strength of about 507 who natura]ly were s
was too much f?‘l'la tion for the time being. We are all SOITY for his ( able
to control the sit account of piece of hooliganism by some Jiscreay ¢ t ot the
tr?ubli arr?stehgnm‘osquc’ on the occasion of the Saraswati
a bomb O

Pu'a_ i::'\'illg

have taken prompt action and we shall try 5y best o . 2tever

the cause, we TCvent
a recurrence.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: May I know who magq, that

A b ? ' :

which inciflednfgi"entlﬁe SPEAKER: That does .not.come. In at al],

i I:I)IRENDRA NATH DEV: The point i 31_’3 this, T {

ot .Bab;l(){»ﬁcer came to know that there was ’ some t lsturbance ub.

dlvlSlona. Pu.'l day_ The question iS, did hC t?.l]\C a:’)lfy Su?P to r

Sa{?sw::t_lchg‘:l‘l in connection with the celebration e M
olice

Ic?e:ren’lony ?

SPeech

Cinforae ttl};e
ohurram dae
4
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ol Fui

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This question does not  arise all
now. The motion is ““for failure of Government 1o give protecuon  to the
lives and properties of the citizens of Habiganj Town on 19th instant
What was done before or what could have been done afterward docs  not
arise directly from the motion.

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEV: 1 he Hon’ble Premier has raised the
question of the mosque being defiled on the Saraswati Puja day. If that was
the case it was the cl.c.ar duty of the Subdivisional Officer to c. b the leaders
of both the communities to device means for stopping thi: Subdivisional
Officer did nothing like that. Notjce of this meeting was circulated on  the
16th and broadcast throughout

the subdiyision. The Sulbx vistonal Officer

took no steps nor called the leaders of the communities 1o find out how to
prevent the disturbance.

The Hon’ble' the SPEAKER: It will have to be sho
fact of the circulation was brought to the notice of the
‘and whether he knew of it,

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DRV . The notice was
and it was the duty of the Subdivisional Officer

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER . That is not the correct position.

Babu NJRENDRA NATH DEY . He knew it and ji
to have given protection to the citizens and it was his duty
leaders of both the communities

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN . May 1 know whether it was the duty
of the Subdivisional Officer to giye license to the Police Officers ? '

Babu NIRENDRA NATH DEY . Sir, all sorts :
supplied to the Subdivisinnal Officer and our only griev:
no steps for protection, | May read the notice that was

The Hon’ble the SPI“JAKER : It is not necessary.

Sriju:hGAngtﬁz II;AN(;I]A TIALUKDAR: Sir, we would ik, to know

as the ~€ 1ssued by the pe =7
xtl:laé;r\;vnot follow the trend...?l.. BeApIA: agsediciunlass we know whae it i

The Homn’ble the SPEAKFR - At this st
I have heard the hon, memper o

wn whether the
Sll’)(li‘.‘lni..”;‘i Oflicer

wid Iy ¢ irculated

-

was his clear duty
also to call the

of llll})x'n|;ltiux| was
NCE 18 that he took
circulated

ho 1 stage it is ""tr?l}t all necessary.
0 has given notice of thig .,qi... . ;
motion and also the I“_Ion’]?]c Premijer, Thf; definite matter (o ]:((l](zjul:lcl::.:;:](}
as stated in the..motlon 15 failure of Govarnment to give ])l'()tccii(,,l pr
Jives and properties of the Citizens of Habiganj Town on the 19¢h.. instant
Muhammadans. _ @ turious mob consisting of twelye thousand
From what }}as}ll)een sald by the hon. mover who wants »
motion, 1t apgegli that the failure congsisgs in the fact that the gy
authoritics failed to give Protection, tq the citizens of Habigunj néainst the
RN positivé)us mob consisting of 12,000 Muhammadans.
Therelors, ities against whj ot of commission on the part of the syhdivi-
sional. aUth%Le Ho%l’blc gn’*cld? E}grlcvancc is made. It i3 really an act of
omission. ¢ the subdivisionalr;letlhhasnmown thz}t with the r'esources at the
disposal @k § b ke u orities they tried their best to control it. It
cars from what has heey, sald by the mover that the exte

move the
divisional

the people  than what wag doy
) ) c e In
of the matter T do ot think that the matter is one whicl,

ent motion.  The motion is
nsent as required by the Ru]

should
therefore
es. 'T'he
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Adjournmeat moiion oa the Govecnmeat order stopping evic-
tion of immigrant trespassers into the lined areas in Bar-
peta Subdivision

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : The next motionis in the name of
Srijut Ghanashyam Das.

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: Sir, I beg to move:

«That this House do adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public
importance to wit the recent order of the Government stopping eviction of
immigrant trespassers into the Lined Areas in Barpeta subdivision and also
into the grazing reserves X .

Sir. in the Barpeta subdivision the Linced Arcas and the closed villages
and grazing reserves have heen trespassed upon by the immigrants. Very
recently the Subdivisional  Officer ol Barpeta went to make I)I‘C[)C;!"iti().n’%
to evict these trespasscrs. ‘Then the Revenue Miuister, the present Rc‘\'cnué
Minister 1 believe, intimated the Subdivisional Officer, Barpeta, by '1' ](:ttCl;
stating that all the eviction cases of the immigrants (l'(‘Sp'dSS(,‘l‘s) Sl'lo‘uld 'b'c
suspended.  And a fresh list of trespassers should be made for the approv-
al of the Government.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : '.I‘hc hon. member is not to argue the
motion. He is only to sl‘m\\' how this is urgent. * the
Srijut GZ'IANAS\'I\’.\M DAS: This order of t'hc Revenue Phin ks
nding order of the Governiment and this order has em} Ald(' o

immigrant trespassers to break into the Lined Ave: an lcnt‘d
ofessional grazing reserves by thousands and tl{is \1tc,1€‘oscd
tunity to the propagandists to encourage the immigln £, s
ned Arcas and grazing roserves by thousands s;win:lt\;'.]ts o
‘Line System has been ;qullslmd by the Government and the erazing rcmf t.he
have been opened :1‘nd.th'ns order has made the Subdivisiong] {(:)IHCS:.T‘\‘CS
active in matters of eviction cases. * Mok £ 1)~
. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : How itis of urgent iml)ortatme 5

Sht e GHANASHYAM DAS : Itis vory urgent 3 because, it is g qye
ion of life and death to the indigenous 1)001.)10.- It still continyes. lelhs-
it is urgently discussed and stoppc‘d b}f .III}' ‘Oll.df).l of the _Government “t(;ss
indigenous p;‘.oplc will _ be nc_)whenc, the &.(u. 1arl people will he nOWheré 1e
the interest ol the graziers will be nowhere. . and

The Hon'ble the. SPEAKER: Now I would like to hear wl
Hon’ble Minister has got to say. ; 1at the

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAH

Mr. Speaker, Sir, this motion, I must say, 1s quite out of Order AN

against the sta
the organised
villages and pr
given an opportt
enter into the Li

he has referred here to a recent order of the Government., 1 o ' becausg
what is his basis of information. Government has passed ng o q Not kngy
do niot want to stifle discussion on bis matter on technical °l‘our er. Byt 1
statf the Government position 1n this matter. & nds, I shall
"/ In Barpeta there bave been in the past many e :
Az ves and the Ass: i Y encroachme

grazing reserv.s ane Assumese lines and a state of chagg o O ON the
has prevailed for a long time.  The Line Enquiry, Committe and  disorder’

years back and the Report was submitted and it took so S Sat about tyo
the previous Government to consider that question. Juszns 14 months oo
ed office, on the 4th of Novémber last they published alore they vacat.
communique cmbodymg their decision on the Line Cor i GOVCl‘nment
Thie late Government did not take -any action on the e\?n}{ttee,s Report
came to a decision on the, magter, ;1S the evictions wene StalCéonS til] the};
publication of fh‘} Government  Notification on the 4th og]t;v. After the
Deputy-Commissioner submitted a list of encroachers and askedogif:l (ger » the
overn-

ment for sanctioning those evictions.  This letter reached the Goye
- ! ' ' Cfment
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on the 19th of January last. The Government have passed an order only
on the 5th February lu_s' asking the D *puty Commissioner to ¢o on with the
evictions, but considering the hardship that will be caused to the encroach-
ers who have been there for a number of years and also having regard to
the inhuman treatment that was meted T

. out to them sometime back on
which there was an adjournment mo

a urn tion by my hon. friend, Sved Abdu:
Rouf about Pukhripar eviction, the Government passed an order that those

encroachers \.NhO havc. come to the reserves or intn the Assamese lines since

after 1st April 1937 will be immediately evicted. But as regards those p~o- .
le who have begn on those reserves for a number of \'c:lnh.priur to l1st of

April 1937, the Government have directe that they should not be evicted

until and un].(:SS_ land could be made availab'e for 'thc‘m ind Gover nuirnt

think that this is the only reasonable course that was ".[!v"u : " :!,,:,n. 0 view

of the hardships that have been complained of in the p st. I think it was

the policy ‘?f the previous fovr:rnm'tnt also nnt to disturhb 'tluwv ye «; le who

have been in those reserves since before the Ist April j«):;-,' and !,m,[ is l.hp

policy of the present Government also, Governm:nt, as has been alleged

here, has not stopped eviction. [ may inform the Ho,uqr- [I‘- , | 'l.l i) o

Commissioner, Kamrup, is going to y el o,

evict the encroache . 9 *ebru-
ary and he has been asked by me tq S5t on the 34h Febru

see that these eviction i ‘
L e *8C z L proceedings are
conducted under his personal Supervision so that no inhum!m treatment is

meted out to the people Nor any excesses committed by the Armed Police
The Government f:urthcr direct that in carrying out the ('vi(:tio "I ( ing of
houses and granaries sh.ould be scrupulously avoided. I 1i|’ l’:s-,!‘ )u_rln ‘l}lh," 4
me the.l:lon. member will have no ground to press the motim:n I
Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS’: T have heard il Hon'ble Minister
But the Government order ig there—whether that order wag pagsed ;m the
Saadulla Government or the previous Government., .nclcds'.:: o:?:l(-r ll(\

written, it should be kept in tact, Whep the Hon’ble M ind

. .k . r. R :
phagdhuﬂ was the Minister of Revenue, he passed an Ord(-,?h”:;,-,flm:}:(r-
lmmlg:rzan'tst;?l;lcilttm%‘}on the reserves since before 1st of Aprif 1037‘ should
not be. ,151 iy IC.COIlgres&Coalition Government order ie. that the
proqués:t)g? tog tiéngsrisg} ve Sholu]d be freed. The order had ‘l)c(‘n‘ com-
municate ubdivisiong, Officer, Barpeta He k ' -

: ; cta. nows t} order
?gllzhvgillrese{;: ﬂg‘rﬂl”g{et}llfl;vorder of the Government what was the lscccsqity

enu ini i

divisional Officer, Barpet ¢ Minister to issue an order to  the Sub-

a th st
RS BEH I P thy e at all the eviction cases Shotl;),lga:)); sus c?(:;,(g
roval of th

Governmenlt;- : passers should be prepared for
Khan Bahadur Maulay; KER .

i llaa;}':ﬁﬁ'ssmted that no Sltlctl}IleTrd(::L\,;'Ia.s isrfl‘}lleed -

Govesrlr.llf]nl:mt is adoptianYggﬁa?ész I think, that he is  hot justified and
The Hon’ble the SPEAREg O1L¢Y in matrers of eviction'cases.

jven notice of this motig > sk .
?vaﬁsa% L34 Bacr Said by T Hor;’?)lllg the Hon’ble Minister-in

mover of this motion T hold th . nnister-in-charge and also the hon.

iscuss a matter which j . rder. It proposes
to discus s a very big question, that BT

on’ble Revenue

uestion of Lln:ctsi}:t:f_n and from time to time Government h'wcls bcl'lc]s
taking certain NS I regard to the question. Tt appears frgr. f
id by the Hon’ble Mj om what has

een saltl - .
]c)crtain policy and to discuss

the form of an adjournment

Inister that Government have f
Sthat : 1 Ormulated a
a question like this relating to ¢ e

s p at policy in
motio der. : P
d as a whole. Such 213 notin order, The policy should be

discusse . piecemea'l discussion o'f' various matters
ertaining to that policy by means of adjournment motions jg not proper.
'II)‘hc motion, therefore, stands disallowed, P
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FOR VARIOUS STAGES OF DISCUSSION OF BUDGET

Governor's message communicating allotment of days for the pre-

sentation of Budget, general discussion of Budget, Voting on
Demands for Grants etc.

" s b ales & MELVIP
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I shall now announce the message
from His Excellency the Governor regarding the allotment of days during

the present budget session.—

“‘For the purposcs of.sub-scct‘iun (1) of section 78, section 79, sub-section
(2) of section 80 and scptml;) 81 al.the Government of Indid Aect,  1935; and
in pursuance of Rules 13, 15(1), 1"(1),'17, 13(‘1)‘ 1872) and 19 of the Assam
Legislative Asscnﬂ?ly Rules (Governor s) 1, Robert Niel Reid, hereby
appoint the following days for the presentation to the Legislative Assembly
of the Statement ol Estimated Receipts and Expenditure of the province
for the year 1940-41 and for the subsequent stages in respect thereof and for
the presentation to the Legislative A.?scmhly of the Supplementary — State-
ment of I-‘,.\'pvnditurc for ll-u-. year 1939-40 and for !h(‘ subsequent stages in
respect thereof in the Legislative Assembly during its February-March Ses-

sion, 1940, namely :—

) e :
Thursday, the 22nd February ... Presentation of the Budget fi
Y year 1940-41 in the gLeqi:f'ltt'hve
Assembly. R P LVRe

§ rday, the 24th February ... L (__’}encral discussion in the isla
?}/zfig:l‘g'})’):,v&hc 26th February } o tve Assembly, Lengh-
Tuesday, the 27th February 2. Discussion, if any, of estim

of expenditure charged upon . t}
revenues of the province dthlc
than estimates relating to P -
diture referred to in pamd}?en'
(a) of Sub-section (3) of <g1§ph
78 of the Act. e

ates

 Monday, the 4th March )
Tuesday, the 5thyMarc
Friday, the 8th March
Sa‘tuﬁlay the 9th March | ... |
Monday, the 1lth March (from :

P + Voting on Demands for qp

the Legislative Assemb]yantS, in

2 p.m.). .
Tuesday, the 12th March
Thursday, the 14th March
Friday, the 15th March . ..
Tuesday, the 19th March (from
3 p.m.). J
Monday, the 11th March  (up to 1. Presentatian ' of’ ‘ o
1 p.m., (up Statement of Exl's)gfgi]fgggnta}ry
1939-40° in  the Legislaton
Assembly. ; S ate
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BUSINESS
1. Further Demands for o
l' any.,
2. Discussion, if any, of Supplemen-
Tuesday, the 19th March (up to< tary Statement” of F cpenditus &
3 p.m.). :J charged upon the revenuces of the

3. Voting on  Demiurids for Supple-

province during 1939-40.
mentary Crants for- 1939-40.

Thursday, the 21st March ... Placing of the authenticated sche .
dules of authorised « penditure
before the Asscinbly
This order shall be subject to my revision, if neccessary from time (o
time.
SHILLONG : RN REID
T/le 18111 Febfua?:}” 1940 CGovernor. ”
Allotment of days for private members’ business by the Hon’ble *

Speaker.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
days allotted by me for private memt
sion.—

In pursuance of Rule 17 of the Assa

i : : m Legislative Assembly Rules; |
hereby allot in consultation witt, 1, = - i 7 " Wy
days for private members’ 1, ic Hon’ble Prime Minister the following

. usiness - : IR : - Ass:
Legislative Assembly, 1940, durmg the present session  of the Assam

I shall now announce the number of
ders business during the present ses- *

Thursday, the 20th FCbI’uary ) J 1. Private Members® Bills.

L 2. Private Members’ resolutions.

Friday, the h23.‘§dd FCbniary
the E
?\il:)‘;giay}:,the 18!':h IKI/[:.E;: j Private Mcrr}bms’ Bills and Rg‘snhu
the 21st . tions (if time permits after disposal
Thursday, March of Government business).

This order shall be subject to

. Y revision, if necessary, from time to
time. :

Statement re course of Government business

The Hon’ble Maulavyj Saiyid Sir

. rmission, Sir i
Wit S mment busincs d:;:ircwlgstl;? Session, © *"ement about the course
of Gove G this Session,
. The Government business which is to be taken u to-day and
is already shown in the g ’ fiich

3
_morrow ¢ ay’s agenda a copy of which has been
d on each member’s table, 7 need not detail it again,

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .

to
plaCC

.,
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BUSINESS
2 On the 1st and 2nd March, after taking the Assam Finance Bill,
into consideration, we propose to present the Select Committees
Reports on—
(i) The Temporary Postponement of Execution of Decrees Bill, 1938,
(if) The Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939, and
(iii) The Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939,
Hon. members will remember that these Bills were referred to the respective
Select Committees by the House during the last Budget Session of the
Assembly. We also propose to take up on these days the motions for
introduction unless pre-published and consideration of the following Bills :—
(f) The Assam Ministers’ Salaries Bill, 1940.
(if) The Assam Amusements and Betting Tax (Amendment) Bill,
1940 ;
(it) The Civil Procedure (Assam Amendment) Rill, 1940 ;
(iv) The Assam Commissioners’ Powers Distribution (Amendment) .
Bill, 1940 ;
(v) The Assam Land and Revenue Regulation (Amendment) Bill,
1940 ;
(vi) The Assam Speaker’s and Deputy Speaker’s (Salaries and
Allowances) Bill, 1940 ; .
(vii) The Assam President’s Salary (Amendment) Bill, 1940 ;
(viii) The Assam. Embankment and Drainage Bill, 1940.
. \\{c further propose to take up on these days t‘hc motions for introduce
tion of and. eliciting public opinion on the following: Bills : —
(/) "The Assam (Temporarily-settled Districts) ‘Tenancy (Amendmem)
Bill, 1940, and
(i7) The Assam Maternity Benefit Bill, 1940.
The Report of the: Privileges Committee may also be presenteq and
taken in‘o consideration on these dates.
4. If the motions for taking into consideration of the Bill
the agenda for the 22nd and 23rd February and Ist and 2nd

accepted by the House on the réspective days, we propose thy
be considered clause by clause on the 16th or 18th March and }

that they be passed.
5. If the motions far consideration of—

(i) The Temporary Postponement of Execution of Decreeg Bil
(ii) The Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 193¢ g 111, 1938,
(#ii) The Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1039, o

as reported by the Select Commit :

Taror ond March, 1940, we propose shat these. Bills alen “paCuse> on the

‘or

clause by clause on.the 16th or 18th March.and the- t isidered
be passed. ' €10 move that they

6. On the 21st March, after the Report of the Privi " ;
‘has been taken into consideration, item bypitem, and adégitedgfy ?}(1) Mmittee

Government will make a motion with regard to'the acc e House
. s €ptance . s
of Babu Surujmal Jalan to rebuild the Tinsukia gl of the offer

S lnCluded in
Tarch are

disposal of these items we also propose to take up any GOVernmen?fger- the
which may remain unfinished on previous days and any other unfousmess
reseen

business of Government.
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[228D FeB.

Committee on petitiones relating to Bills
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Under Rule 112(1) of the Asscmbly

Rules, I nominate the following members to constitute a1 Committee on
petitions relating to Bills for the current session of the Assembly -

1. Srijut Bishnu Ram Medhi. ‘

2. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.

3. Mr. D. B. H. Moore.

4. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.

Under the rules’ the Deputy Speaker will be the

e Chairmnan of the
Committee. 4

House Committee

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Under Rule 126 of the Asscmbly
Rules, I nominate the following m=mbers to constitute a
for the curreut session of the Assembly :—

Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
Maulavi Muhammad Amjad Ali.
Mr. A. F. Bendall.

Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti,

Babu Balaram Sircar.

Maulavi Abdul Aziz.

House Committee

SOV UL W R

Governor’s Assent to Billls

The Hon’lpethe SPEAKER : Information has been received from
the Secretary to His - Excellendy the Governor of Assam that, under the
provisions of section 75 of the ‘Government of India Aect, 1935, His
Exccl_lchY the GQVGrnor has assented to'the ‘Assam Agricultural Income-
tax Bill, 1939, which was passed in the last Joint  Session of both the Houses
and also the following Bills which were passed by both Chambers of the
Assam Legislature ;— ‘

T'he Asssam Ministers’ Salaries Bill, 1938,

The Assam’Mutieipal (Amhendment) Bill) 1938.

Thg Assam Sales of Motor: Spirit amd' Tubricants Taxation
'Bill; 1939,

The Assam Sales Tax Bill, 1939
%ﬁ 2::22 i\/[musements and Betting Tax Bill, 1939,

otor Vehicles Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1939.
Lo Assam Excise (Amendment) Bill, 1939. | (e
The Assam Flnqnc.e Bill, 1939 and
e Asspm gpmml_ssionefs"'wacfs Distribution Bill, 1939.
SVOE S 4 Koy i gve SRS o Uy 3

Condolence o tbje death of Sir William Reid and Rai Bahadur
" BamakLalBarua -~ -
The Hon’ble Maulay; Saivi .

Ol Jiaulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
M. Speakels S-:,‘}’ b“”-}h, Your “Bérmission before” We take ‘i the' sub-
stantive 1 “which ‘ﬁsmessjto-day; I"would like to refer' to' two tragic
occurrences dedth b ave taken place since we last met, I refér t6' the
yery ftragic cca Mysulmde'of oune ‘of ‘our Ex-Governors who for lon
was the ' Finance .lfmb‘?r of the Assam Province namely late Sir -William
id.'“lP & rh;tlt);rmtyheog‘ lfﬂ?qu of the House may have ' noticed in the
that ' declaration of the war in Septe i’ hi
}I:;fli}i £ 1 the countFy was wiilises ew eptember last when’ his

: ‘for the purpose - of accommodating the
d London children; He wag so much depressed that he and - his wife

CRNATE - W

cvacuafe
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- . ith a g ' ir side. T had
and his l'."l”\‘(‘d d‘r‘u.“‘.‘l;".v hm“.l*l (l(.‘“l~ \l\m-‘ :i:l;l\l’il};?unth(livi(l for a long
: ¥ e of working with the ate . -
the good fortun 1911 while T was a member of the then Assam
time. ‘."'N.h""::mm{ the 1\ found him in 1924 as a Finance Member
Legislative ("‘.""”.‘m(.-l a ;\!v had been in Assam for a long time and
“rth-“ li\-(“.lllt::‘r|‘.(\l‘-"(\]l::}li):'(t:~r|11(:l\l of the province. Itis but meet and
:l,:-(_,(:,:lr :;:;zwtl\is House records a deep sense of regret at this
- ll-'it-.ﬁ:.‘(;s(:xt p«-mm;dily whose dmsh \\« |:~1\:¢1§}::‘50(\?:\?\l:‘1‘n is
ai Bahs: Kanak Lal Barua who having et eSS Jrovarnme
flat B"h‘ld.ur sistant  Commissioner rose by sheer dint of
= Ex“:l-:\&\"i? retirement, he devoted himself to public work and
Listed post. ‘.“-‘1“-(\:“1 was Minister for seven years. T had the Privilege of
entered C.'mmll. n while T was in charge of Agriculture l)vpgrtn}vnt and he
WOTting with lmlt‘ the Department of Agriculture, ‘Co-nncmtn-q Societies and
Ind th‘: llv;"l“lttn [ have also had the privilege of \\'lm'kmg' With him from
Industru's." -Nq \ﬁni‘clcr. In him Assam has l_(f‘" f“ brilliant Officer, 5
vl £ l‘.’._H. u‘\ '.m(l :.m able administrator :‘ul,d_’ b h‘lttl ]‘5 . RS an  erudite
sound p()lll‘l(.‘l.- : ).nv knows of his research \.\'mk mr p:( ‘:l‘ncvlen,t lnstm.y of
sehlir. - l.:\-‘(r'\u(l his  big volume of the g 1(),-( lllg('lu“ I\ﬂm;u*upu is
t’ll];)xlz)!:();\;;:):(ltl\l: of the great labour that lg;r utl;:':tl (‘)\t’( sltl?migal:ﬁ r(‘flarch-
es i : iquarian studies. 1 propose, .\\-’nrtcond()lcnce ecor
:cs:nsl: ot} l;tci?row in this House ‘E"d-l(:()":lx:c({}ns( la mark of respt;lcltl oilgh 24l
to the bereaved members of the lm;” ?q ‘ni‘ the House to agree t>lnt“r0“ld
request you and th:: h;m. ‘_(m(“:x’low‘(l‘l. At thepe
should be no session in the afternoon. Sir, on behalf of .
Srijut GOPINATH BARD;)L‘S())E‘{MC myself with al] that“ff—; party
I have the honour to r(fl““‘m‘m‘}‘]‘ s regarding the late Sir o Peen
said by the [.eader of the ous: :

tragic

the late
nt service
merit to a

VAR o "lllh ‘
; : ; two distinguished am
Reid and Rai Bahadur l\;m;l\k }1:}1 Bc”;lul:;’ of Assatny T dig lloptemons Wwho
‘ i he administra Asiinicis ave
~cted with l Figas id as an admimstratop e
;;’rti“:lcuz,n:)((’ knowing Sir William Reid as '
vilege S

. N of the
: ing him off and o . DPro-
vince, but I had the opportunity Of[llfl‘gs:1dghi1n always a ni:e M connec.
ti "th my prnﬁ‘ssimml husmcs.S- he Governor of the P and Court.
10N wi -t]on%"m' He was sometimes t]a.rn and 48 dcccasea 13 Nee and
st giml he retired as Govenor of Assl es with the exppacider traog
now “iu es we should associate ourselve XPressigy,
circumstanc A
at his dcath_- Canak Lal Barua, Sip .
= sorrowdfl Jate Rai Bahadur Kanak Ifl this Houee? he nag bee
Regare mcgl Most of the members © ficer. H S€  kneyy hi oy
Persona fncg t.o be a good Governr_nent of_ C:l .out il 1S said to ham
g rcpolléc in the administration mn Sllapt}ln? ol “}31 DOlic ve
some han forms. But that is not Cxafi }1 Y b,‘jC that dre the
Montford Re iable disposition, his scho ary1 abit ang hig b\v us g
tim as his am0 0 feman. Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Baryy 5 Dehayioto
to all of us as af‘:’ the history of Assam is indeed very 8reag, Ontnbutlon
to the rcwvalfoo A.D. up to 1400 A.D., we have not hag aet“’een the
perlOd of SaY, hiStOI‘Y of Assam. Througl} his Cﬁbl‘ts and Vel‘y‘ Clea
350 sonnscting ¢ researches into the domain of archgg)y Rabo r ané
tth_ugh his glzg?i built up a history which is complete, reliahy ta rlld Numge.
matics, he ibution to the history of India asa whole, . d 4 .
Valuab]e contri ﬁlomqge 18 due; it 1s thCI’CfOrC with Sincer(} uCh a
pgrsbnal}ty oul‘seIVCS with the motion that has been moved b sorrgw that
of the House, T agree, Sir, that we should ‘not he 1o50 by the T that
8 - se. % Cn . . o S .
Q. the IIou? :ct to the memory of this great man ang iy, Ber. Deh )
Sh()wu]g our respe STCein o
adjournment of the House after 2 p.m.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ fully associate myvsell witly the wenti-
ments that have been expressed by the Hon'ble Leader  of the House and
the hon’ble Leader of the Opposition, on this motion of condolernce on the
death of the late Sir William Reid and Rai Bahadur Kanak Lol Barua
I join the hon. members of this House in paying my humble tribute uf
respect to the memory of these great men. Sir William Reid was one
of the ablest administrators who ever came out to handle the aflairs of
administration of this province. I had the privilege of knowing him inti
maigly as g.member of the old Legislative Council when he was the
Finance Member, and I can testify p;u-wnullv to the great ability displayed
by him as the L'ca(l(:r of the then Legislature. He was sympathetic towards
the aspiration of the people of this province and was 2 very  coulleous

gentleman. It is really very deplo
such tragic circumstances,

Rai Bah.adur 'Kanak Lal Barua was a gentleman to whom this province
iS indebtcd i, various ways_ I“Il‘i scrvi(:«:s‘ to llli» I)l"»“.'iru'.» -ﬂ‘n':fﬂx‘ as i1
member of one of the highe«t services of G wernment, as ‘ '
antiquarian, and as one of the Members of Government wer
and distinguished.  With very
Rai Bahadur Kanak Lal Bar
of such a man this province h
has died full of years and honours. I feel that this
recouped.  His memory wil] he long looked upon by the
with respect and gratitude. Tt is indeed meet and p'rol,(,,.' that
respect to his memory and to that of the :
of the House shou!d be suspended for the day. But hon, pembers are
well aware that we have 80t to go through a heavy programn. 3
and especially to-day the Hon’ble Finance Minister s to present  the
Budget cstnrflafc;”s .ror the year 1940.4], I agrec to suspend lllu-" gt oo
of the House i.tcr 2P.M. as we cannot dispense with the presentarion of
the Budget hwhlch has been fixeq for to-day. I, thereforb .m,: A
dispense WIth the recess hour and ask the Hon’ble Finance Minister 1o forth-

with Staft,his speech presentin : . ud .
agree to dispensc with 8 the Budget. I think the jrouse will

the recess from 1 and T bile

1 ; p-m. and I aljgy, the Hon’ble
Prepuier tl?nc}gfsstzztdﬂtl}f Buc_l{.”Ct €Stimates and make his speech, | llx(;wc bheen
lrllvin ;.(r)l hour. So thactHLS Speech would be long one and mnay take more
tasahis Spcggh ‘;V]gluldkgﬁnishei will stand adjourned for the day as soon
The rion’bie aulavyj s e . , ;

1 will finish within one hour, ~¥id Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

et

Thgegg‘l;c d fam‘ialiis?E%KfER: Messages of condolence will be scnt

to tl};idgct speech arrangemeifge the I—Ipmblc Fin;}nce Minister begins
}ilslsto Do anade: or installing the microphone hefore him

9
Hon’ble Speaker’s statement ;, micro
nside the Chamber.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Hon. members  ywip Lhink,

ber that in the Budger Segsion of 1937 i LS,
ﬁlslrf::vwar Ali, then, as an ordgi obgkion iy > Hon’ble ~ paulavi

rable that his death took place undel

a scholar and
e indeed varied
many beneficent activitics of this province
Ua was prominently associated.

. By the death
as indeed sustained a great

loss although he
loss will not be
lﬂ'(:l)l(' Ol ;\\‘nllll

Y. o119 S a xn.u‘}‘~ of
late Sir William Reid the business

phoae arrangement

nary member of the House, puiq B

i i sed a ques

tion abouIEI th?d (tiﬁiicf}llve construction of the Assembly Hall 1y al st
g e sal é € acoustic of the Hall was so defection « -
motio” members all along com lve that almos

. s plained that they were not audible. The
(ion was, lmWC\L‘x,' withdrawn on an assurance given by the Hon’ble
mo [ Minister. It Is also complained that members aré ¢ always
Ch from the galleries, ,
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Since the discussion in (he House, the Secretary had been in correspond-
ence with the Assembly Secreraries of some of the other provinces having
special acoustic arrangements namely, United Provinces and Madras. The
arrangement made in the United Provinces is very elaborate and must have
cost a good deal of money. In addition to microphones, amplifiers and
loud speakers both  inside and outside the Hallithe United Provinces
has also a process of ‘Limpet Spray Asbestos’ applied to the dome and
upper walls, whi'e the Jower walls were treated with ‘Celotax’. In
Bengal also, inicrophones are used. The arrangement that appealed
to me was th‘.v.: of Madras, where the acoustic of the Assembly Hall has
been successtully improved with installation of 24  microphones in the
Chamber  manuluctured by Messrs. General Electric Gompany, Limited,
England.  While attending the Madras Assembly with the Secretary last
year, [ found that no difficulty was experienced by any member in
using the machines fixed at different convenient places. A loud-speaker
was also placed oatside the Chamber for facility of hearing by those who
counld not get entrance into the building for want of accommodation in
the gallenies.

After the Madras particulars were obtained in July, 1939 they
were shown to the Chief Engincer who was also requested to ad\"hc 0')
the matter so far as this Chamber was concerned. The Chief Enn-in‘I}
submitted a scheme amounting to Rs.5,000 odd, excluding the C; tt‘el‘
installation and wiring, as prepared by the General Electric an;ls of
Limited, Calcutta. The scheme would roughly include ope am 113:”‘}13',
five loud-speakers and twelve microphones, including one table CVp:: p _lf‘lcr,
phone for the Chair. These details may, however, be settled later PRED.

Government has, however, informed me that it is too Iilte.
inclusion of the scheme in the Schedules of new demands for 1940'31.0“’ for
the meantime, however, I consulted the Chiet'_Engincer and the p In
Adviser, and thought it advisable to have a _trml dcmonstrauon wit]
microphones and three loud-speakers locally from one who deals wi ; two
General Electric Company’s products in order to get the opinion Ith the
House in the matter. of the

As a number of speeches will be lpadc on the 24th, 26y and
in conncction with the general discussion of the Budget, I bave i3 27th

that the actual trial demonstration may be held with advantage ol?emded

dates. But as the Budget speech of the Hon’ble  Finance Milliste thoge
great importance, and as everybody is_ naturally anxious tq Clt‘ar]r i
him, only one microphone has been mstz}lled to-day, as B g
for that purpose. If the trial demonstration on these dateg Peci;
be a complete success and if the hon. members feel satisfied that 1. ound tg
under contemplation would considerably improve the acoustje !
I propose to draw up a complete scheme after consulyj his H 1
Engineer and the Electrical Adviser for submission to Gove ng  the o
as I possibly can after the session is over. Nmey, ol el

During the general discussion of the Budget a member who ;
to speak by the Chair, will take his stand, say, 18 inches ,a 0 1s Calleq
nearest microphone and deliver his speech. 1t will not be pra.. Fom gt
near to, or stand too far away frcion, the maching, Proper

I also want to draw the ‘attention of the hon. member.
during the general discussion of (he Budget and in all other oo 1€ fact g,
a time limit for speeches is fixed under the Rules or on oceagt ~CS in Whicy
time limit is fixed by me, a warning bell will be given two m?;lmus Wher, S;Ch
time limit is reached. As toon as the time limit is reached t 2t before tﬁh
will be switched off on the dates on which the trial demonStratiOnnjlslcﬁOPhon:

eld

to g0
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Presentation of Budget for 1940-41 and Budget Speech of the Hon’ble
Finance Minister.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA-
DULLA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to present to the Assembly
the Annual Financial Statement of the province of Assam for the
year 1940-41 and the Budget Estimates for the same period
which also include the revised estimates for the current vear and
the actuals for the year 1938-39 together with an Explanatory
Memorandum all of which have been posted to hon. members
on th_c Ist February 1940, Incidentally, T may mention that
this is the seventh Budget which it has been my privilege to
submit to ic legislature in the province. I shall content myself
as usual with concentrating attention mainly on the finances of
the province, the amount of debt which the province has got to
pay and the futurc commitments which I, as Minister in
omeance, am called upon to shoulder. If T do not follow in the
fOO‘gs?cps of my predecessor of last year in trcating the House to
political polemics, I hope both he and the Hon’ble House will
see the reason for it as [ proceed further.

After the 1st April 1937, the date on which

. the provinces
function under the Government of India Act,
1935, any party co

. mlng'to power binds itself b a solemn oath
;c:])iualc)lmt}ntl.sitexrf the affairg pf the province undycr that Act and it
bounde bu 1}? . Aafter accepting office it says that it will not be
under t}}lre l?m‘ft’lor oc¢s not derive the utmost advantage even
o S blaml Sc hscopg: of the Act. T find, Sir, that my hon.
of India Act cd the British Govcrnr_ncnt and the Government
ills that our pc?éﬁ?]ar]y the chcratl.on part of it, for all the
political Tndig Iy 1s prey to. It is true that every section of

. Wwas agreed i oot it e
adumbrated in the Agct ed in rejecting the scheme of Federation
believe that the .

! But it would be grotesquely untrue to
nance the schernl;aealsons that inspired ecach party to discounte-
ehiablishon e }:vere identical. However preparations for the
suspended on ge. € Yederation of India are for the time being
iHe Ridlls 8 shaount of the unfortunate war and we can utilise
discussions are s’t’ar%3 4 ar Fequirements before the constitutional
but also of the po; .o again of not only every part of the Act

S Policy.and.plans on which it is based
As regards the Constitution Act '
has‘ come 1nto operation ; di
I yl.el(‘i to none in my condemnation of the Act for its various
omussions and many of its misfits, But that is. no_justification
for leading the country to a hunger-strike and asking her to
deny herself the breakfast s

: _ . he is already partaking while the full
dmng‘ ‘ls>c0<‘)k'1n.g|_f~‘or herrconsumption in time. It is one thing
to agitate for suitable altérations in the constitution and it is

charge
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entirely a different—shall 1 say pernicious—thing to stir up

malcontents everywhere and capitalise the confusion for rallying

support to subversive or political ends. Patriotism and a pas-

sion to serve the people are not confined to any one group or
section of the people. There is an enormous amount of good
work that lies ahead of us. But we must first know and under-
stand our own aptitude and then only determine the kind of
service that we can best render without adding yet another clog
to the wheel of progress that the country should be making 1f
she 1s to reach the goal destined for her.

I have no doubt that our political leaders are fully cons-
cious of the great responsibility that has fallen on them and
they will give me their unstinted co-operation and support in
my carnest attempts to advance the best interests of the people
of our province politically and cconomically.

Sir, anyone who has’given some thought to the subject of
Assam’s finances cannot but come to the conclusion that her
deplorable financial position is dye among others to original
causes such as her geographical position as a North-East Fron-
tier province and her natural topography and the decimation
of her population in the pre-British times on account of the
Burmese .in\;'asions, the incursions by marauding raids from hill
people within her present boundaries and her depleted popula-
tion. The province is further peculiarly susceptible to .ﬂ‘eqﬁem
depredations by floods and earthquakes and her per baj)z'ta ex-
penditure on  administration must necessarily be heavy op
account of the fact that we have vast areas which do not contri-
bute anything to our provincial coffers but, all the Same, haye
to be maintained from our general revenues. There 18 a]§o
some unavoidable duplication of expenditure in,‘having to'keep.
up parallel hi ‘hways by reason of the fact that the Provinee g
naturally divided into two Valleys intersected by mighty Tivers
These and other cognate factors have baffled every admingp, .
tor before and would continue to try the wits of every ad‘minr?'-
trator hereafter unless there is 2 determination amopg
leaders to work out scientific methods for improving -.‘theg o)
perity of the country without prematurely urging the pOpul:]: Ny
to a fantastic sense of thejr rights. ' tion

The first essential, therefore, is to understang the ¢
causes of her unhappy financia] position in all their bearip s
not. to criticise as my hon, friend has done last year, th%s a.nd
cerity of purpose of those thay have gone before him, mmem&m
ing particularly that every handy short cut to am liorate il
condition of the masses, if j¢ 1s not based on Proper ad'a,ta, ‘;lhg

only lead to the undoing of the material advancement op o
province. ur
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To add to our misfortunes, we were very hard hit Ly the
Meston award at the time of the Montague-Chelmsford Relorms
with the result that every depression in the market fo, agricul-
tural produce reacted adversely on our provincial ex hequer
and a deficit budget was the consequence. Hon. members may
remember that on account of the world-wide depression that
set in in 1929 and which continued till last yedr, the
has had to face a continuous deficit budget on an average
to the tune of some thirty lakhs of rupees cach year. Had
not the accumulated deficits from 1929 and the loan for develop-
ment of communications being wiped out by the Neimeyer
dlspensation in the early part of 19‘57, the I)l'u‘.‘iult ¢  would
have started with a staggéring load of debts which no financier,
however brilliant he may be, could have tackled. Though we
have not received our due share of help under the Nicmeyer
award, a subvention of Rs. 3( lakhs annually to put Assam on
an even keel was still 50 per cent. short of the remedial recom-
tuendation “of the Federal Finance Committee. Yet, we are
thankful to this small mercy however inadequate as, in our
difficult situation, there would have been no way to balance the
budget CXCCptlng by en[il‘Cly starvinq the ]’l;ni()ll |)lli|(“ll“J,‘
departments. Evcyy one knows that the present constitution
started in Assam with a legacy of a deficit of the previous  year
of: over 30 lakhs. Now in the year of grace 1939, for my hon.
friend to lay the blame of these deficits upon his ',,.(-,(lc(-l(.sxors
i 3 no time to familiarise
-hi‘r:sseﬂi Bf;th the }}}story and events in Assam leading up to- the
p ancial situation or, for reasons of his own, he chose to
1gnore obvious facts.

All. the same, he has
conclusions

Proy 1ICC

not stopped from drawing :unusing
2 dhe province has been left in a chzu)tic
MCh had affected the well-being of the people
32? t?e financial Integrity of the province. I neced mention
star}lltiztlo zﬁen}s which wil] disprove the insinuation and sub-
-at€ the lact that had not his predecessors given their best
e well being of the cople the legacy of
chaotic firance which he ¢ = B r ‘
; : 0 veheme :precates would not
have come into existence at all. atly deprec
The Government of 1928-2 i
-29 g od t ] of a ten
per cent. annual reduction j feepted the policy

: Fie 7 opium  rations with a view to the
ultimate extermination of the opjy g o i i

; ; ; m habit Assam. This polic
which definitely aimed at p It 1 Asea Pl

1 the moral, material and physical well-
being of the people resulted in the Government halv'mg to sacri-

fice an enormous amount of its revenye. At page 20 of the
Memorandum on the Budget Estimates, hon. members will
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find that the opium revenue which stood at Rs.38,26,000 in
1027-28 fell to Rs.10,07,000 in 1938-39. In other words, due

solelv to that reform the loss in opium revenue has been-con-
siderable and last year the loss has gone up to the huge figure of

Rs.28 lakhs. .

Similarly, when the Government 1 past years found
that the burden of land revenue taxation fell harshly
upon the population on account (_)f }'llc world-wide depression,
they introduced the system  of remitting land revenue by three
annas in the rupee. This scheme of {'(‘-llcf‘ to the cultivators was
continued till 1936-37, when realising that t}lc cultivators
were not getting any profitable return from tllCl}_’ agricultura]
produce, 1 increased the rate of reduction {05 annas in the
rupee. By this remission Government relieved the raiyats of the
payment of a sum of over Rs.28 lakhs (_‘.ach year 1n land revenye,
It will thus be clear that long before any otl‘mr Provincial
Government in India thought of them, the GOVCI‘nmcnts in
Assam in the past have evolved sch.cnms ‘both for gradual pro-
hibition of opium and for remission of land revenue which
together cost them over half a crore of rupees annually ; and
this, may I remind my hon. friend, was done with the sole
object in view of ameliorating, or to use his O“in hackneyed
phrase for the well-being of the pCOPIC C,’f, "_'\SSRm. A
humble Member of that old Order of Administrators, [ shall
continue to be inspired in all my actions by thcb righteousnegs of
the cause and 1 shall not .a.llpw myself to be deflecteq from
my course by ill-conceived criticisms.

I am sorry to have made these prellmllclllail}g’1 ’l‘erTlar%cs but T
have no doubt that hon members wou . 1\\4? realiseq by
. 4 .
now that my hon. friend the I.atc rl?ag;cssw ,lnlsfter IS not
the deus ex machina, or the saviour O am's mances>
roll which he appropriated to himself.

To come now to the budget figures, 1t 1S customary e

with the actuals of last financial year. From the figyyeg givaert
along with the explanation at page 9 of the Budget By atesn

due to both receipts and expenditure being less than the bude_>
>d i he estimated ino balance of Rs.18 7 Set-
ed estimates, the estimated closing bale »73,000

to Rs.27,24,000 in 1938-39, O8e

Turning to the revenue estimates of the current yep .
1939-40 there are considerable variations from the Previoyg
with the result that the expenditure charged to 1evenue js p; 1e g
than the estimated revenue by Rs.18,26,000. This deficiy w%&fr
have been reduced had there been any r‘eahsatlon. under, d
cultural Tncome-Tax up till now. As it is, the revised CStima teg

have credited no realisations from this Act during the Currep,
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year.. The previous Government made a last
remit land revenue to certain class of patia
cent. . The result of this concession wiil be
lakhs. in revenue of which Rs.3 lakhs will fall
the remaining Rs.9 lakhs in
detail these variations as t
-11 of the Memorandum

minute order to
holders by 50 per
a loss of some 12

in  this vear and
the next year. I do not ' neced to
hey are already explained in pages

Ewill now discuss the Budget |

The estimates show a re
is more apparent than rea].
tain anitem of Rs.10 lakhs rece
Tax which in the normal coyy

istimates for 1940-11.

venue surplus of Trs.1.98 ; but this
Next year’s budget estimates con-
1pt from the Agricultural Income-

s¢ would have bee yvaid in  the
CUFEETIL year, But on account of the delay in “'Glllllliil" and pub-
h,Shfng th? rules under that Act, no realisation sCems T)r.u'lit"lhl('
during this year.  Thefigure of Rs. 10 lakhs {s anain ool a @tcss
:r)?lr:::easails?l()thgdfi’guig:‘g Rs. 25 lakhs of income from the same
2T 0 WS what will be the vield from these
i)o%rc: }'la;tbézzyfr};e hlghcr or it may be ]()\\'('.l'.} }Ilniw'\‘('l'. the
l'a'l;(hgs 25 proceeds ofr‘ntﬁc(l; gn an anticipation of a sum of Rs. 25
Tax Actin 1940.41 Ipc_ratlon of the Agricultural Income-
. Se 15 sum of Rs.10 lakhs being non-
recurring, nNext year’s budg '

et is really a deficit one.
Oniaccount of

Mimistry i spite off gher: State of the provincial finances the
any very heavy lisg of i CSthCnclcavours c’,ould. not find funds for
oap they have done T Schemes.  But in spite of the handi-
developing the best intereuttmOSt for an all-round betterment 1in
The new schemes, th; ha\S/s of the country on suitable lines.
next year’s budget an r_C been adopted for inclusion in the
Budget Memorandup, apcinted from page 81 onwards of the
AL shall advert to them further on.

On t:he baSiS of an open:
total receiptfrom I‘eVenuI(:c?lmg balance of Rs.20,59,000 and a
revenue of Trs.4;,95,.95) e ead of Trs.3,24,22 and a capital
mated: at Tlﬁs.&zl.@,ﬂﬁ., e iO‘cal Income of the province is esti-
heads is put down: .4 Trq%;'t_he total expenditure under all
Trs.20,21. Hon. Memberg 20,55 and a closing balance of
Ministry passed Varioyg ta.xat{na')’ remember that the previous
A ;ic-u'lw’ral' Income,‘ as alreq ci)n Proposals of which the tax on
1 inCOME: of. Rs.25. lakhs an,y mentloneq,_ 15 expected to bring
fallmainly on the Te, 1 W0Ually. This tax will of course
& vince.  To a certajy, ndustry “and (he Zemindars of the
d,rop'easa,m'try will be tou:fli:;gnt also, the industrious and well-to-
m,oaln')’ .of the actual cultivatOr’S CO' ile T wag recently at Nowgong,

come 11 for assessment. underthisﬂsill'ed to me that they have
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At the present moment the realisation of the Tax has been
ieft to the Staff of the Central [ncome-Tax Department for
which a lump sum contribution of Rs.15,000 per annumy has to
be paid to the Government of India. At the suggestion o.f the
<ame Government we have to provide for a provincial Assistant
(I()mmissioncr of :\gl‘iculmr;ll Inocome-Tax as thcy. aFe appre-
hensive of the same officer doing central and provmcu}l aASSeSs-
ments, lest in a conflict of interest the Centre suffer. The
Ministry is considering whether it would not be better to have
a stafT of their own and under their control rather thaI} depend
upon the Centre for the loan of the services of their officers
which thcy reluctantly gave for one year only.

Coming to the head Land Revenue, 1t \V}ll be noticed
that whereas the actuals of 1936-37 and 1937-38 brought in
more than a crore of rupees as revenue, On account of the
remissions granted by the carlier Gpvernmcnts_and continued
by my prcclcccsz;ors_ the Budget .CStln'latCS an mcome of only
Rs.86 lakhs from this source. Itisa moot point whether spoon-
feeding our cultivators is more bcnphmal to them than Increas-
ing the productivity of their soil by improved methods of
chltivatiOﬂ, manuring .a-r:xd wr!ga‘non .and dramage systems.
The attention of the I\'Iu_ns.try will be dmcctcd to @ solution of
this question before remissions for the year 1941-42! are decided
upon. It has been reported irom various Filstrlct§ that the
<mall amount which thq poorer section of t!?c cultivatopg Yo
éettin@ by way of remission has not indeed .hclp'ed them ¢q
bccorflc thrifty gnd save .that amount, on the -other hand thioxs
has been & rise in the price of agricultural produce of most ¢
t}(lc stable crops during the current financial year. of

Another factor in this connection which has tq

. nind is the wﬂlmgness of the so-called backward pe 1

in mn districts to submit themselves to further taxatiq Ople in

certal e of the spread of education. This clearly in dicn for the

tﬁlg Izlczlsestion of remission has got to be looked into afr:ﬁfs thag
2 .

| The vexed question of the Line System and the setf]
~f s for immigrants still continues to be a thOrny Cment
% hetl'ast Government had published a resolution enlll)roblem.
heir policy O the Line System a short while befoye th .nmating_
thewr PPRL e present Government have come to CIr region
n}?t}?na,ciqion has not satisfied either party Crstang 1.2
icnfrgigr;nts or the local people who want py t
question has, therefore, to be c0.n.51dcred afresh B The
which will make necessary provision for safegyq

a .
R : rdj Polic
terests of indigenous people requiring protection apg ztg ) ﬁl e in):
1 : B

Otecti0n > the
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time provide room forsettling the landless inymgr‘:mt ]){v])ul‘lll'lell
as recommended by the Line System Enquiry Committee, wi
be formulated.

I now come to the head Provincial Excisc. Hon. mcm-
bers will bear with me if T tarry a little on _tlm »»v’zi».]«"t!.
The Congress Coalition Government whose ('lft('(] 1S ]).l-t}ll}:l.(l"il
and who would have liked to see prohibition of all exci: ¢ arti les
in the province being enforced, did start as an experimental

measure total prohibition of opium in the two subdivisions of

Dibrugarh Sadr Southern Bank and Sibsagar. We have bLeen
told that even without the total prohibition of opium, under the
original 10 Per cent. reduction of rations system the provin ¢
would have been free of registered addicts’in about four years’
tlrn.e, With the intmducli(m of the accelerated reduction  of
rations the time is €xpecied to be shortened by half. That is to
52y, with the present ratc of reduction which was inaugurated by
- e.la‘té GOVCrnment and continued by the present 4\'1ini.*;lr‘\', the

esideratum of an opium free Assam may be achieved without a
CQStIY prohibition scheme. The previous Ministry intended to
cure all opium addicts from their evil habit in the two sub-
d1v1510r.13 mentioned above within two years. For a better
appreciation of the exact position | may give hon. members a

Siwe:kv}?m ﬁgures.. By the promulgation of this. prohibition
1939_4eoti801{0%a1 Estimated drop in opium revenue in the year
bition b o & ’EO’OOQ;'zmd the (‘;spmatcd (:_:}"]')cn(lmn‘c on pruh}-
P i}r; t?ly o addltlona! S.t'(.lﬁ 18 1{3,7()?();)0. .()r, the ])I‘.()hl-
Very sisagl (;se two subdivisions alone is costing the province
Ty nearly 4% lakhs of rupecs annually.

S, I mean the registered consumecs in
6,426 ; and the IEDrElgarh Su!)divis‘ions is respectively 3,724 and
14 seers 6g to]'asc'.tcll Juantity  of smuggled oprum scized  was
within g period ofm Sibsagar and 87 scers 74 tolas in Dibrugarh
Cases detected With'a Pout 9 months. ~ The number of smuggling
tively for Sibsagar the same  period was 191 and 433 respec-
success or otherga'r and leruga.rh... On the question of the
the Clongregs CWISI? _of the_p}"ohlbm.on scheme inaugurated by
than quote the c;a i MmlS_try last year I cannot do better
officer selected b et_rlfllarks of Rai Bahac}qr Durgeswar Sarma, the
the work. In 4 Y the Congress: Coalition Ministry to carry on
o aplbi . @ ote dated the 10th February 1940, he “says

55 IS more or |egs g guess work.  But continuoys
work for SOMeE years wil] certainly bring the situation o o
Sat.lsfactory position.  The habit of a nation formed
through. centuries cannot pe set right overnight. The present
success in Sibsagar is peqy about 70 per cent. and in Dibrugarh
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it is between 40 per cent. and 50 per cent.”  Again dm:mg his
; ispection tour of the two subdivisions in January last Rai
lléj.llil.l(llll' stated as follows with regard tu.thc.posttu'n.l mn SSlbsa;
gar : “ There has been a rise in consumption in Nazira, O‘nan
and Town liquor shops to a great extent. As they are 109:1 1ties
where opium addicts are in abundance, !_hc uﬂqrcncc 15 that
the increase is due to the opium addicts taking to .hquor.
On the whole the increase is by lll per _Ccnl‘.‘du‘rmg the
months from April to December last.™ bp(‘:lkmg of le}‘ugarh
subdivision he estimates the increase in conm:(nug}nqn ‘during th.e
same period at 12:9 per cent. and says ¢ This _increase s
attributed mainly to some opium addicts t:\%{lng to lquor as the
next available substitute. I endorse this observation from .
my personal experience which I lm\'g bL‘(?n al_)lc to gather by
ln(’)king into the state of things in a few ml‘x‘:mor hquor SllOps,
and also by questioning pcople at random.™

Another baneful effect of this forcible stoppage of opium
rations n these two prohibition areas h;_»‘ts been thc; appreciable
increase in - ganja smoking. The ixcise Commissioney says
of Sibsagar ** This year there has been increase in the consy

: mp-
tion of ganja by about 29 per cent. during the 9 months from
April to December last ... I think, it is true that

! | Some  opium
addicts who have been deprived of their rations have taken =

ganja as the next available substitute 7. With regard to Dibru-
garh also a similar state of affairs has been described when he
otes that ™ This year during the 9 months up to December the
consumption of ganja has come to . 27  maunds 18 seers
against 20 maunds 26 seers of the previous year. The narkaL,
is not really very great but at any rate 1t ought to l:?e attributeq
to the very same reasons for which the consumption

S 2 o . Of liquor
has Deen rising...... At the close of the YCAr 1L 1S expecteq thai
the increase in ganja consumption will be quite Appreciab)e

These remarks of the Officer in charge of Proh:
the practical working of the scheme are very elucidaipe o
instructive.  If the scheme had not thrown the doop Opben o
smugglers and if the opium addicts were 8IVING up theiy Dot
and not creating other problems to Government by drinking
liquor or smoking  ganja, the expenditure on the tota] prohibi
tion scheme however great would have been worthy indeeq. But
itis a very debatable proposition whether opium addicts conlq
ever be successfully weaned away from their habitg :

. - ddi nasmuch
as opium 1s a hablt-formmg drug and addicts are known 1,
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suffer from excruciating pangs if they are deprived of their ra-
tion and medica' science has not yet discovered any remedy to
help these miserable men. Expert scientific opinion is very defi-
nite that unless there is unconditionally a irm will 1o be cured.
any apparent cure that may have heen effected “will not be
lasting and thus efforts of curing addicts wasted’’. It must be
remembered that the total number of registered opium consu-
mers in the province at the end of 1939 was 17,720.
Unless, thcrcforc, we are prepared to risk the possible extermi-
nation out of this world of inveterate addicts, the utmost that
an insistent moralist could do is to follow the wiser policy of try-
ing to save the younger gemeration from falling a prey to the
deadly evil. Despite thesge facts, however, the present Minis-
try has decided to continue the experiment for another year and
~this decision of course means the expenditure of another 43
lakhs of rupees if not more.,

. I'may, in passing, mention here that as Leader of the Op-
Position, I stated during the last Budget session that with the
moncey thus thrown away the province could have been pro-
vided with about 4,000 primary schools.

Pl The ConngCS_S.Coalitipn Ministry had also thought of in-
ucing prohibition ofllquor and other exciseable articles -
ad a Bill introduced in the Upper House
Passed with certain amendments, In view
: arc immense difficulties due to the pre-
fﬁfm?‘f;géglggi;)}f labour population in our Tea estates and
pachwai ang apo ood who take, and sometimes illicitly brew,
ill populatin. -w.n aclcou‘nft of the presence of over 6 lakhs of
the prohibigion O'fO‘aS};) arc¢ in the habit of drinking liquor,
Preventive seaf & Such an article will require a tremendous
Which is beyond the competence of the present
1€ amount ‘o‘;,":'gvlf‘we can ignore the loss of a very considera-
yeafrllgg.g he receipts from country spirits at
Present Minjseo. e -39 stood roughly at 183 lakhs. The
to proceed with o & erefore, been reluctantly compelled not
e said Prohibition Bjl.

‘Hon’ble mem :
then Hon’ble ’Finabers MipAlso remember that Jast year the

nce Minister solem ] 1k
Proposals . : o'¢émnly assured us that all his
ingi:ﬁe buall‘ﬁgris z}}ef}? 8 were “based on the Principles of mitigat-
2nd promoting such, qeap 1, 81VINg reliefto the poor  elesas
conducive * cLonusetul and brogressive objects as  will be

of the masses.
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S ecoonit that com-
e directions. In full recognition of l ]
rclief in all these direc ~ focl that their cries require an imme-
slaint of long neglect w = s n‘~|1t“ But when 1t came to
zn-m» response from (m}\f“lll l:111‘x'i;‘(’1 through various so-called
leeds and he ln“'(“'l}“"(‘( - | that far from relieving the
vl of relief, it is now found that fa is those very people
"“"af“"c’,\f the poorer class of the people 1t }: Rewer i o
il f" eventually to share the burden (1 li:(;(i the :lddition'll
tha hiq\( 1itis the present Ministry that ltanbtr\' '111& B n:)t
oy ¢ [4 -~ iyt . Gl ¥ - DASE 9 M
;)th(; ,: l\:]pnn our litigant section ((31 thtt i‘P(L:\ Iﬂ\cté of 1936. It
i, ‘ed Stamp and Court-fees  Ac .
‘enew the enhanced Stamp and ajan that pays at t
¥Cn%\;l‘ lll]ntown that although it is the l\hh.‘lj‘ 1:11. }1 )(\}tjitf011 qtutllt}'e
—— age ‘the court fees payable on a .sm»l Ld b; )1‘1 {vh b ; 1-
i lsmg;“n(: is thrown upon the judgment lc ]LD J . fe ?ngs
c this 1 ) e WA ar th urden o
?(])dttl:eypom'(“' section of the people to bf(‘.:n] ctlcferred the e;Sl:Si
costs. The enhanced stamp fees ;11310 0 t:glvl*(‘§§i011 N t‘hlg riclﬁ
-~ * . . . < . ( ) o .
. seeking due justice from the \ ‘ §
class from sc d\lng ) vy 5 olve relief
This act of the present  Ministry “‘ll}“btion of the o the
' f about Rs.2 lakhs to the poor sec People,
extent ot abc Ny o he Forest Budget. Amone the
Let me now deal with the e pravines Tan sy 2
o . “ing departments in the el a1 e to
el - (?(‘1%1( l'l&cc illl) the past, Land Revenue and Excige bemg
take the third place the past, both Classed and UllClassed
finc '0 In our Forests, [ solirce of "
pe first two. t a substantial and potential source o fevenye,
Assam has go - e rce very Judlcmus_ cxplmtatio
But to get the best out of this sou ests are essential whiep Lon
and cagl'cful ccnservance of the ]FOICbt};I"Ul System  ang Ch can
= " 7 ~K1Ne < nt.i‘
MIRE T ly by adopting the working P: AR “nt
s dusncrggczcrz};tion works. At onle kﬁ?lfutlg:; a]élceotﬁitdel thig
E:;éll had reached the peak of Rs.ggo?n this departmepy a the
world-wide depression the revenue {1 14 lakhs, Witk th _few
years ago had dwindled to nc? y 1‘cSL.11tural produce :1 Sh%ht
» 1 ’lgrl . ) e
- nt of the prices of & _
o g ward tendency in revenue 111060%19('3 fiS om oyy foresm
%e}fn = ilpe"disation in 1938-39 was Trs.1 s Ut on gy -
Lhe actual ree . -ovalt
f th st nine months calculation of royalty, etc, a
b il laced Rs.18 lakhs. I have, 1 get
Estimate has been placed at Rs. din th > Doweye
if th ard trend 1n the Mmark
every hope that 1f the present upw

. R

prlCe

continues we can safely expect a lakh, or at least hajp a e
more revenue in the Coming year.

This department was some years ago ad?nnf{ster.e b i
Conservators in the pProvince. On acc’c;un 0; the .extr.eme
n«ecessity for econpmy, one (]onserV.ELtOII‘l th};t itV},as kept in
e FOT s el T shlcm‘;e watch .ons 'thSic-allY
e om0 e The expe all foregy
dpratiaes  (huou Rt the' PraglNcE. him a eé(la)nirémem of
affording the Conservator relief by giving ol

O ,Ce(r
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of the Indian Forest Scrvice as l’('l‘]w;ll.zl As istant mlx [»[ li('}:
: I ‘ CCTr was deley; ( e
(lunn.g the last few ye us ~T'hi ] l( ')I “,(,; \]“. 1 GB o
. POCes. of inspection although ither cfficient
trolling authority. This however has proved neither —
nor economical.  Only last year the allowance to the I”",’ o
Assistant was increased by Rs.50 by the then (:«vz‘t'l‘ll‘!“"“‘ ‘l””
he got Rs.200 per month allowance. I.l ln.:f-: been quln'I t l;ll(l
under the present arrangement the province is actually losing '”
the whole. Hon. members may remember that under the ]f.”
concessions to Covenanted Officers an overseas ::llm*-‘-‘}ll"‘-‘ of £30
per month is given to them but as soon as an officer 1S appoint-
ed as the Head of the Department the overseas
to £13. Now if the Personal Assistant to the (
gets £30 as overseas pay is appointed a Conscrvator the allowance
will be reduced to £13 only, Moreover, the additional allow-
ance of Rs.200 a month which he is paid now will be h’fl\'f“l'
From calculation, it has been found that under the existing
circumstances with Mr. Harrison, LLF.S., on deputation with the
Government of India if the post of the Personal Assistant l‘).l]“'
Conservator is abolished and the province reverts to the previous

arrangement of having two Conservators who will be put 1n
charge of definite circles, the province will save on the average
about Rs.22.000 annually.

have already stateq that the
by the Personal Assistant h

times the Conservator does

pay is reduced
onservator who

present system of inspection
as not proved as cfficient ; for, often-
not feel inclined to look through
else’s glasses and decides to revisit the same areas to
gather per where he thinks that the inspection
) Assistant is not exhaustive, or shows some
defects in the working of the forests. In this way double travel-
ling allowance has to be incurred for the same work done by
two officers.
Lurther to thig saving in money there is  the advantage of
aving two fy] fledged Conservators with suflicient powers and
time to look intq our forest system and suggest measures for
Improving forest revenues. From experience in other places,
I to hope that a carcfully planned exploita-

'th 1s sure to result in progressive increase
of our forest revenue,
n consideration of all these

agreed to revive from the next financial year the Second Con-
S€rvator’s post and disconti i .

as Personal Assistant.,

€ operations of the Forest Utilisation Officer have been
Scrutinised and it has been decided to continue the post which

as certainly done much to extend the trade in Assam products
and may be expected to do more in the future.
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Another small scheme in the Forest Dgpartmmﬂ 1s the
creation of a junior cadre of Range Clerks which hon. members
will find detailed at page 83 of the Budget Memorandum. The
idea behind this scheme is to relieve ﬁu:cst 0“1(‘(“1’8 for more
important work of Cnn.\‘vr\'ing and improving the forests by em-
ploying routine clerks for clerical duties. _ .

" On the expenditure side a slight increase will be noticed
for works, improvement and extension of forests and also in
salaries of establishment. Part of this increase 1s due to the
reduction of the number of days of free labour by forest villagers
from 10 to 5 : the additional work has got to be done by outside
labour.

Of the Registration Department, nll_ I need mention is
that the development of trade and the 1mprovement in the
economic condition of the people has increased transactions of
registerable documents. Therefore, a slight increase in the
receipts has been budgeted. On  account of the tremendous
number of documents that are coming in for registration in the
Nowgong Sub-Registry. immediate help by way of appointment
of another Sub-Registrar in the Nowgong district has become
imperative. Government is nlso. comldm;mg: anc3ther Proposal,
viz., that of transferring the special Sub-Registrar at Silchar ¢
Nowgong, but no final decision has been reached yet.

Hon. members will do well to read the explanatoy
notes under Grant No. XI at page 27 of tl‘lc 1\<[emorandum of
the Budget Estimates, z.e., Recelpts “nmel‘“}d qharges on
account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act. 1e Police Depart-
ment has been entrusted with all duties connected therewith
including the duties of realising the tax funountlr_lg 10 nearly 4,
lakhs on Motor Vehicles. The cxpcnc.htul.c on this account jq
only some Rs.35,000. With the coming into force of the much
more complicated Indian Motor V ehl(}1€5 ACF of 1939, it wil]
necessary to set up provincial and regional transport Authortje.
but observance of strict economy has compelled us g ush 1€s;
our resources and it is hoped to carry out the my and
complicated provisions into cffect with no appreciable Y C;TéOre
in expenditure. The willing co-operation of the Polj¢ e

. . : . e De
ment to this end must be acknowledged with satisfaction pPart-

Hon. members will find on the expenditure side g
item of Trs. 2,01 under the head ‘¢ Other Charges 2 new
explained at page 28 of the Memorandum the surplug reée' S
from motor taxation after compensating the local boardy fOrIthS
loss of their revenue under the new dispensation, will he paid e
them as their share of communication grants. They wij to

recej
annually a further sum of about Rs. 1,00,000 for expey d(i:teg:
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on local board roads but this year’s provision of Rs.1.60.000 in-
cludes arrears of previous years. 1 had initiated formerly a pro-
ject for having a parallel system of communication to our trunk
roads from this fund and I am glad that a scheme for de cloping
our communications from the receipts of the Motor Taxation
spread over eight years has been sanctioned.

Adverting to the next grant No. 8, other Taxes and Dutics.
the principal income of about threc lakhs is derived from the
taxation measures passed last year at the instance of the Con-
gress Coz}]ition Government. * The tax from the Amusements
and Betting Tax Act (Act VI of 1939) is expected to produ-e
o~ _the current year a sum of Rs.32,000 while in the budget the
estimated receipts have been put down at Rs.47.000 or an in-
crease of Rs.15,000. My hon. Friend the then Finance Minis-
ter estimated a yield from this taxation at about a lakh and
half. Almost the entire proceeds from this Act js realised from
;):;1 C:}f]l::r;aérizcr;'() I;I;-};Osﬁct,i]:u (f)l;:ql,u:nt 't.h(:. (fi’ll(:lll:ls would have
from the poorer sect] Fhe o our cmnema  audience come

p section of the people who patronise the last class

of these shows. These people turn to the cinema house for a slight

. . s of the late Minis-
try with their profoun( concern for the happiness of the toiling

f{nais}(:s felt n? qualms in adding to the burden of these people
or the sin of their hankering after some relaxation

sure ’r{‘:ri;thir ttem of receipt is from the second taxation mea-
P ActyIXalxccfflir(])gOSCd on motor spirit and lubricants by the
Here again it was dr. 2 'R i expected to yield Trs 2,60,
only on owners of‘s }nngd INto our ears that this tax will fall
travelling public Pr_llvate cars and that. the poorer section of the
Fsialot Togrs will benef.it. by. the income thereby derived.
has hare hit the ;n tWe are dlSIHUSIOr}ed !' This taxation measure
thiougloLIt the ro0 OT transport business which has sprung up
thedbufden fo Pch vince and the bus services have transferred

e € broad shoulders of the poor travellers by

place in the budget Provisions is the sales
called luxuries. Hon. members

Finance Minister wanted to Impose an ad
motor cars, gramophones, wireless Sets, and at one ¢
watches. The Act was passed in due course by thé
taxing sales of motor vehicles, cycles, etc., in th
from the then Opposition who pleaded that such an Act
only have the effect of diverting trade in those articleg

neighbouring province of Bengal where such an imposition was
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not in vogue. Better sense must have prevailed upon the late
Ministry and they have taken no further action to enforce such
impruvi'dcnt proposals.

Hon. members will have doubtless noticed that the
taxation measures including the Agricultural Income-Tax, far
from benefiting and easing the burden on the poor peasantry
who form the bulk of our population have hit them most.
Already the price of tea has gone up and consequently the price
of the poor man’s drink that exhilarates but does not inebriate
is increased. Similarly the Zemindars are sure to find @it
means of transferring from their shoulders the burden of this
taxation on the tenant classes.

Next I come on to the Public Works Department Budget.
The provision for an Embankment and Drainage Division for
which provision of a sum of Rs.66,105 bas been made, com.
prises of Rs.20,905 under Civil Works and another sum of
Rs.45,200 under 18B.—Navigation, Embankment and Drainage
Works. The details of this scheme will be found Zt
pages 31, 84 and 85 o[: the Budget Memorandum.  Suffice it to
say here that when this branch of our Public Works Depart-
ment gets going we will have sufficient material and data ¢
evolve some scheme of relief from the problem of recurrine
floods. °

We have provided a sum of Rs_.l0,000 in this connection
to take up small works of irrigation or dramage which in
the Assam Valley goes by the name of the dong system.
word dong reminds me of what my hon. predecessor of

: Ia
year had to say about the establishment of an IrrigatiOSt
Department. He said: “The recent and previoyg ﬂOOdrl
with consequent drain on provincial finance, in aq p

the miseries caused to the flood stricken people, haye lglon to
demonstrated the necessity of taking up the scheme and weq ]ial“!y
right earnest for saving the people from such Catastrophjeg r
ultimate cost of this project is likely to be huge by o The
ungrudgingly make provision for it realising fully thag the S
to the cultivators will be much more than the en ¢

A . tire oud Sain
the scheme. While provision for this purpose must v .2Y On

preparation of a comprehensive and well-planned, Schew At the
propose to take up this scheme on a small scale and pro 1S, we
construction of dongs and bunds in selected areas,” 4 9¢ for
Rs.15,000 has beqn pProvided for this purpose in the bud Sum of
1t 1S proposcd to Increase the provision later by an dgﬁ;t' and
grant of Rs. 35,000 making a total of half a lakh, 10na]
to begin the work from next April”. It is needless fo - OPOSe
say that I will have at least the blessings of my predeééssoer to
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p.ro"idi“g for this Embankment and I)r.‘lin:w.r (lia'awn'-n: But ’tliu‘
Pity of it is that in spite of his definite promise 10 'u":":!l, \'.w_l'L”l':;

pril ]93‘), and in spite of the fact that the provision of Rs. 15,
was there nothing has been done by him to implement the 5”';‘
mise he g0 fluently made by utilising the provision of Rs. 15,000,
not to speak ()fim:r(::t.sing the provision to Rs. 50.000.

.. Next year’s budget shows also a marked increase in the pro-
Vision for “better road projects. Against the current _years
Provision of over Rs. 5 lakhs, provision for more than 16! lakhs

as been made in the next vear’s budget. The increase is due
to more new projects selected by the Communications Board and
approved by the Government of India having been taken up

OT Improvement from the Petrol Tax Fund.,

In this connection I must mention the voluntary submission

by the great Tea Industry to a special cess for (,-:,-mm“nir.atic:1:;\‘.
e Communi(:ati:,ns Board have rccommended in  ther
mecting held in September 1939 a two years’ programme of
Projects amounting to Rs.2,71,000 and a sum of a lakh and a

l}llalf;lhas been provided in the next year’s budget under this
€ad.

1y other provision for improving our system of
-l10ns is from the SUI‘])]US of the proceeds of lh_C
otor Vehicles Taxation Act alrcady adverted to after distri-
'mpcnsatory grants. Both the local board roads
¢ Provincial roads will benefit from this fund.
ome reference tq this will be found at Page 65 of the Memo-
randum whepe it will be noticed that improvement of village
roads also has nay been included. A provision of Rs.55,000
aSI Gl made in the next ycar’s budget from the Government
o ndla?, Grant for economic development of rural areas.

© Provincia] Government also intend to increase their Com-

munication rant to | ; anotl el
lakh of rupeegs, ocal | bodlcs by another quart ‘

Turnmg to the Heaq General Administration, Grant
No. 11, there ig S0me increased provision due to the following
causes. On account of the War, a special officer has been
entertained for dealing with Defence files particularly control
of prices and lf'ress Censorship. There has been increased pro-
vision for Ministerg’ salaries as the present Ministry and their

the ~Congress igh Command is’ impossible of application,
specially in a costly place like Shillong. A Bill will be Jaid
before the House providing a salary of Rs.750 with Rs.125 for
House and Conveyance allowance each for Hon’ble Ministers
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excepting the Prime Minister who on account of his ‘111‘(:11:‘11(1)::
responsibility is Lo l)(“ given a salary of Rs.1.750 and the s¢
allowance of Rs.125 for House rent and conveyance.

Hon. members will find that provision has also been
made for a Private Secrctary to the Hon’ble Premier who 1n
the wider interest of the province must be relieved of. a g}*gat
deal of work of a routine nature that now fulls‘ on him. The
province has a right to expect that its Pl‘imc. Minister engages
himself in such important activities as evolving schemes which
would benefit the people and keeps himself in touch with the
needs and aspirations of the people and g_(‘l.mrally concerts
measures to improve the economic and p.olmcal. condition of
the masses. If the major portion of his time will, however,
be taken away .in such engagements as seemng cvery type of
visitor at any time of the day and reading and disposing  of
huge correspondence, the majority of which are irregular he
will not be in a position to give of his best to the major interests
of the country and to the disposal of important and immediate
files requiring decisions on cuestions of pghcy \_\‘hlch a Prime
Minister alone can settle in counsultation \\'uh. his .Colleagues,
Further, there is the not unimportant C.Onb‘.ld'CI'iltlon pf the
cffect on his health of the continuous strain .mﬂlctcd on him by
the huge number of visitors and the staggering 11C21p§ of corres-
pondence that accumulate every day. 1 211}1,‘rtllclf:1for§i com-
pelled to ask for supplies for a Private Secretary to }1e on’ble
Prime Minister and I may inform hon. mel‘nbms.‘tha't such
Private Secretaries are being cntertain.cd by the Premiers of
different provincizl Governments in India. . .

Another item in this connection to which attention of hon,
members has to be drawn is the provision for Pa.rhame.ntary
Secretaries. Parliamentary Secretaries arc entertained in gj]
responsible Governments where the Parliamentary system of
Government has been adopted. In all the Congress adminis-
tered provinces of India the Government entertain such Parlia-
mentary Secretaries. These posts serve a double purpose, The
first one is of paramount political importance, viz., to train
up a set of people who may become f\ltu}‘e administrators
of the province and such officers may give relief to the Minister
by serving as a sort of  liasion and  acquaintin
the Minister on the one hand and the constituency on the
other with their respective points of view. Incidentauy’
here in Assam we have many groups with special needs angd
requirements who have got seats in the Legislature but not a geqt
in the Cabinet. To members of such groups the posts of Parlia-
mentary Secretaries are of special significance 1n as much as they
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may get a position in the Government whom they could keep
~vell posted with the requirements of the interest they represent.
The present Ministry also intend to establish a Publicity
Department for Assam. The necessity for such a department is
obvious and it is of the utmost importance for any democratic
Government to keep the cople correctly informed of its activi-
ties. The department will function also to correct false and
mischievous propaganda when any section of the Press resort
to such methods. That such a department is essentially neces-
sary is also borne out by the fact that some Congress Minis-
tries like the late Congress Government in Madras created a spe-
cial department and a(r;m‘tfolio of a Ministry of Public Inform-
ation ; in Bengal, the Government have got a Director of Public
Information with a weekly organ of its own ; a similar publicity
department exists for the Central Government ; and a Ministry

Of.P.Ubhc 'Information has been created and functions for the
British Parliament.

Turning now to the next Head, Grant No. 12. Administra-
tion OfJu$t1C6> I cannot but point out to the huqc’ expenditure
in.curljed by us as our :s'hare of the cost payable to lh;: Calcutta
High Court, an Institution over the administration of which we
have absolutely no voice. We shall have to pay any amount
which the Bengal Government demands as our contribution in
any part}cular year for the upkeep of the Appellate Section of
the Hon ble High Court. As an instance in point, I Do,
members will turn to page 37 of the Budget Memorandum
they will find that although the Budget provision of the
current year 1s a sum of Rs.1,15,000 which is o figure in
view of the actuals of the year 1938-39, the revised had to make
provision for Rs.2/01,000 on account of the demand from the
Bengal Government. It is time that this province had its
h’ighest Tmbun?l a!nd,. as I have at]xpeady mentioned in aearlier
years, such an nstitution, instead .of being a duag o ong finxan-
ces ‘will prove to be a financially sound pProposition.

di .Ci}zﬁnsne?\lfcego t"II]‘I}iis is 'Bt.he - question of having our own

dic ) : oy 1 . 2 .
Iuwas Premier before anscllzl aJ e-?ﬁ}?ad ergaged my attention when
for this purpose. - At present our Munsifs and Suhb.
the district of Sylhet and +the District Judges throughout the

rovince are loaned to us by the Bengal "Governmen% e e
the recruitment of these officers we have no voice. o harve
not only t0 pay their salaries while they serve in Assam  but
we have g]so to bear a portion of their leave pay ang pensionary
charges after they retire. More often than™ not these officers
are from the other province than Assam. Ifwe had -a service
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of our own it will be manned 'by children of the soil and help
. T OW H 3 -~ N ~ 2N Q
us te (']ic\'t‘ unemployment problem of ow (,dll((lt(,q yiouthb to
R(;l]]: r\(Jw,’lt The Ministry will take up this matter in ‘the near

-“ » (l-' a g ¥
future.

Of late, Jail Reform has been receiving a greater share of
publicity though many schemes such as the \]Ll\'Cll.llC Jails, etc.,
are stil] awaiting provision of funds. All that we intend to ‘do
1S to il;tmducc a number of minor reforms ‘at a .cost of
Rs.10.000. half of which will be recurring. A small provision

s.10,000,

of Rs.500 has been made as a contribution to the DlSCharged

Prisoners Aid Society, an institution which is (‘l(}lllg useful work
in helping released convicts to start on some useful avocation in
life and to reform them from their criminal proclivities,

From the figures under Grant No.14, P_ohcc at page 40 of the
Budget Memorandum, hon. members wﬂl_ ﬁnd_that the Police
Department threatens to take its turn in bc(.‘omlng‘ the. Cinde-
rella of the Departments. But it will have to be bor;ne in ming
that in War time this is the department which carries a great
strain, When the International sxtuathp and thg Interng]
conditions change, as no doubt they may, l.tﬁlin‘}y be IMpossible
to avoid an cxpansion.. It is .hoped ho_wm'u tzi"tt the Present
era of internal peace \\’IH.COII.L'II]UC and if CSPCF; liture onp secy-
rity measures is entailed, it will be possible to bth\fV conclusiy]
that itis due to the War and fit to bcf I:;‘ICC %On-]l- D__e.fence
appropriations and not due to conduct O pPeople of this

Province.

I am, however, pained to have I§O’ nillinztllcotlilon‘lslirfe that this
hope of mine may be ﬁ‘ustl‘ate_d Y& tt d SOme migs.
creants who have been responsible for a Cnf}fte Sabot € in
railway lines operating w1.thln the province. 1§d haq repo‘rn
of three such attempts within the last three months but Ta ki ts
for all concermed no serious accident has been rePOrted "ly
result of these dastardly attempts. So far no clue whate\,e a3
been found of the miscreants and one _the.)ry has been ag
pounded that it may have been due to jealousy AMonggt PLeg
gangmen themselves. But no credence can be Placeq N the
what ig only a theory unless and until it is well substantia%)On
These occurrences, however, put us on our guard and if ¢}, eed'
other similar crimes r'epeat in the future mOTe stringepn SbeOr
shall have to be taken and I would be compelleq to ¢q Be
before the House for strengthening the C.rlmlnal Investigaﬁe
Department. TFor the present T am watching dCVCIOP_m’en{S alon
I shall try to keep within the present budgetary provisiop ad
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As regards Assam Rifles, from the explanation submitted
at page 41 of the Memorandum under thv'y head Sg.,r; 1al I’j-ﬁut'f'.
hon. members will find that on account of the decision of the
Government of India as regards sharing the rec cipts from ra-
tions and the debits for pensions this province has got to bear
the burden of a further Rs.27,000,

The only new scheme under Police is a small item for con-
verting the Sachna outpost into an independent po'ice station
details of which will be found at page 90 of the Budget
Memorandum. The area which this outpost had to secrve 1s
hugc and the C(nnrnllni(:aliuns’ rouncd ;1‘)(,”( among the maost
difficult in Assam. The conversion is proposed to be carried
out with the minimum cost possible.

Other badly needed schemes and the Police Training
School have still to be put off.

Now I come to Education. This i« a subject which right-
ly demands our foremost attention, for in Education lies the
salvation of our people. Tt is superfluous for me to expatiate
at this stage on the neceds and advantages of our having a
University of our own. But I may point out that with the
change in the medium of instruction adopted by the Calcutta
Unive.r51ty. with ‘thiCh our education institutions are affiliated
the time is propitious and the necessity greater for the estab-
lishment of such a University. Th¢ present Ministry hope
that before long they will be able to place before the public a

c.arefully thought out scheme for the establishment of Univer-
sity for Assam,

Within the limitations of time and money, we have tried
to work out schemes for a uniform development in all branches
of Education within the province. For Collegiate Educa-
tion we have provided funds for the affiliation of the Cotton
College in Biology and of the Murarichand College in Botany
with all the fnecessary concomitants. The record number of
students that are now receiving education in these Govern-
ment Colleges needs coaching and it is proposed that the post of

the 10 temporary tutors should he made permancnt and a new
post created for the Department of History.

annected with the programme of development of College
Education and helping private colleges with grants-in-aid,
provision has been made for helping a purely Girlg’ College at
Gauhati with a sum of Rs.4,600. Assamesc has now become the
language of instruction in all Secondary Schools in the Assam
Valley and the girl students coming up to study in the Lady
Keane College at Shillong are finding difficulty for want of a
Professor of Assamese language.  To remedy this defect it is
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Assamese in that College and

: e . int a Professor of . =)
Proposc (.l to appol ( orant to this College

a provision of Rs.600 has been put in as a
for that purposc. . wl -
Other provisions have been made for (I-C\'L‘-llol?‘?l%‘ ;g::gattleoi
in its secondary stage.  Under the University .&(vgu.d.ll o
of Elementary Science and Geography 1n 'ng 11 ' CllJ £
for bovs and girls has become necessary and provwlouTlms dieﬁi-
made for such teaching in the Government ..\‘cll.ools. - 1:: o
culty, however, of private schools making similar auaugein} pe
was realised and a ])r()\:ision of Rs.i.’,-l‘:‘)()() "lms bccil‘ maci e
teaching these subjects in the aided High bclToo}s a 501 £ 1}01.
ther pr()\'isi(m of Rs.3,000 finds a place in our new schemes
training of Geography teachers for such schools. . '

It is extremely necessary to bring private High and I\'Ilddl.c
English Schools umh:r ‘the grant-in-aid  list wsoé’ls Of)o() .f’.‘nSU.::
better teaching and discipline and a sum of Rs.25, 1S Ppr
vided for this purposc. | .

For the development of female education it 13??»1 _lCJ&ein
decided to raise the status of the Sunamgan; unl.s . .1n ot}
English School to that of a High School and a Pprovisio
Rs. 3,366 has been made for the purpose. . . .

The Mission Girls’ High School at Silchar 1s shortly going
to be discontinued by the present authorities. F or :cthcm}y(;-
nience of the public of Cachar for giving tl;qn gnis lng ls(;
Education, Government propose to 1}1;11111:;1111} t‘u.s - schoo gnd
the Training and Practical Classes attached thereto on an q:i ed
basis ; and for this purpose a sum of.Rs. 6SQ has beenl'PlfOSwhe 1
Provision is also made for the Girls Middle English Schoo
in Sherkawn in South Lushai Hills.

For the last 15 years we have ha_d only one Lady O{_ﬁcer
serving as Assistant Inspectress of Schools in the _province.
With the growth of Female Education and the Imncreasing
number of High and Middle English Schools for Girls, the single
Inspectress is unable to devote the time necessary for inspecting
all these schools. A second post of Assistant Inspectress of
Schools has, therefore, had to be provided for.

The Middle English Schools have been a problem for the
province. Hon. members may remember that in order to
cope with the demand for English FEducation various local
boards had started such institutions with Board funds and
Government aid. But under the ILocal Self-Government Act
the Boards have been given the charge of only Vernacular
Education. An audit objection was raised and the Boards
were consequently obliged to withdraw their support for their

ching
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Middle English Schools.  Government have felt it ne cssary to
come to lh(: :lill of such f-('lumla and to raise them to the
status of High Schools in suitable places.  Provision has, there-
fore, been made (1) for raising the status of one of the Middle
English Schools at Jowai to that of a High Sthool. 2) for
maintenance grants to ten Middle English Schools in the
Habiganj subdivision in the cases of which the local board
has had to (‘liscnntin'm: its help, and (3) a similar grant to the
public Middle English School at  Haflong. )

- Itis also p‘ropus_(:(l to start a Government Middle F.nglish
School and a Technical School at .\Inknktlmng in the Naga
Hills. '

A'sma]l !)uilding grant of Rs.1,500 s proposcd for the
Kokrajhar Aided High School, an institution which has been
established by the community for spreading Education amongst
tribal .p‘cop]c. I'he l)l,ul(li'ngs require (:xli:llsi\'(: and immediate
expansion. .

In this connection, hon. members may remember that
my hon. friend the late Finance Minister when introduc-
ing his budget last year, announced on the floor of the House
that ““a sum of Rs.10,000 generously promised for B womses how
Mr. G. D. Birla for the education of the schedule ((ls}lu ‘ 'm()l
tribal peopl(:”- It now transpires that there ;V'ls ‘ a ‘r‘nis"t )‘)rv-
hension of the cxact position and his stntcmcnt‘ }11( the .‘lli(iuw
was rather misleading.  For, in a letter dated the 261 ‘J'll)ll'll.‘ :
1940 enclosing “a cheque of Rs.2,500 represer t l ‘)'
/ » Mr. G. D . ! Sl senting  another
instalment’”’, Mr - Birla points out thay he had l

ised “a sum of Rs.10,000 f S e PNy
promised “a sum o s-10, Or oncycar and not Rs.10,000

er annum.for 5 years”. For 4 confirmation of (hjs assertion
we are referred to the correspondence that Passed on t‘hc‘ ‘;ub°CCt
but. my office has not S0 far been able to trace the l(:()rvl‘cs-
ondence. Be that as it may, our thanks are due to the gener-
ous donor for the sum he has kindly contributed tOW'lragS the
]?udableob‘]e;ct Ofspreadmg cducation amongst the bca_CkWle’d
classes. . .
Sir, on th'e highly mportant question of pPrimary education
the present Mll’ll.st.ry:fu]]y realise the immediate need for the
expansion of act;w’ues of our primary education system even
pefore they can.formulate their own scheme for removing  illite-
racy from the prlovmce. To this end they have proposed  a
further grant to local bodies of half a lakh of rupees in the next
car.  Fora long time past no grants have been made: to &
Municipalities and Town Committees for €Xpansion of. Primary
Education within their areas. We have proposed to give . them
of Rs.13,000 in the next year.. The Government. Aided

%/Iélslﬁoﬂ Primary Schools in the ‘Khasi and Jaintia | Hills have

N |
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been itaken over by Government and a sum of Rs.1,100 has ‘been
provided in the Budget for additional t(‘.;lCh(?l‘S for those sc!loqls-
Further, it.is proposed to take over six primary schools'in the
Mikir Hills area.

Increased grants in aid to the Mission to run primary SChOO]?
in South Lushat Hills and the maintenance grant  for a Bengali’
Primary High School at Sadiya have also been made.

A special officer has been appointed to work out the pre-
liminaries in connection with mass literacy campaign and: a
lump provision of Rs.10,000 has been made pending settlement-
of details. In the opinion of the present Ministry the scheme
proposed for mass literacy campaign by the previous Govern-
ment will not produce the desired result and it would be too
much to expect our educated unemployed youths to under-
take, initially at his own cost, to make people literate with the
ultimate idea of being  rewarded with a sum of four annas per
cach adult he so  educates. But so long - as our scheme is" not
ready and until it is worked out in full detail, we are PI’OPOSiI}g .
to carry on with  the scheme for'mass literacy drive propounded
by our predecessors.  When the details of our own scheme have
been settled it may be necessary for us to come before  the
House with a  supplementary demand for' the cost” of thay:
scheme.

For the'development of education amongst the' boys of the-
schedule, tribal 'and ex-tea garden- labour ClﬂSSC_S., a sum- of!
Rs.3,492 has been providéd for the creation of Certdin’ primaty
Middle Vernacular and Middle English special scholarships.

Provision has also been made for the preparation of "Mikiy -
text books, for grants for purchase of” books? for circulatin
libraries, for grants to the Hindusthani Prachar Samiti, g the
Sreehatta Sahitya ' Parishad and the Muslim Sahitya Sangsad
at Sylhet: .

. While' providing for the ‘general scheme 'of" educatiop the
Ministry had not lost sight of our indigenous culture and th
need to.encourage .]earnlng in-Sanskrit. The monthly grant tg

the newly started Sanskrit College at ' Nalbari is - ro
raised. fromRs.50 to Rs.125 5 mgorith‘ Proposed to pe

Previous Governments of ‘Assam; ' barring theé last one used
to.make ‘provision for the spread of Madrassa eduecation: ",reco
nising. the' genuine demand for. such-education---amongst tl?
Moslems of the province. The present Government, thereforee
Las Proposed a sum of Rs.10,000 for expansion:of Madrags,
educatlon and a non-recurring grant of Rs.2,500 has been\-made
fQI} the Madrassa building at Shillong .,which is the only Instity-
tion where the medium of instruction is Urdu.
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The activities of the Education Department has grown by
leaps and bounds and the Director of Public Instruction has
been pressing Government to appoint an Assistant Dircctor of
Public Instruction for giving him relief. It has been felt that if
the Director of Public Instruction is tied to his office at  Shillong
for nearly all the year round he cannot do much touring and
supervision and suggest methods for improvement of education
in our schools and colleges. Therefore, Government have pro-
vided a small sum of Rs. 3,600 for giving him a much needed
relief by the creation of the post of an Assistant Dircctor of
Public Instruction.

I have touched only a few of the items of the proposals for
developing our system of education and the provision made in
the next year’s budget by means of the schedule. Details of all
the schemes will be found at pages 91 to 100 of ‘he Budget
Memorandum. S

Coming next to the Grant No. 19 Medical, I am sorry to
say that no decision is possible on the burning question of start-
ing a Medical School at Sylhet as yet. Hon. members hail-
ing from the Surma Valley have been insistant in their demand
for establishing a school f(ﬂl: which very costly l)uil(.lings had been
put up many years ago. They are, however, also aware that the
question of medical education in the province was referred to a
Committee by the previous Government. The Committee was
presided over by the present Inspector-General of Civil Hosi)imlg
Colonel Phipson, and besides seven other medical rcnllcm(‘n,

there were three of our members of the Legislative ASE"CI'nbly i‘n
it. The agenda forwarded by the Government i e i
the Committee was as follows :— ‘

(1) To considqr the resolution adopted by the Conference
on Medical School Education held in Delhi on the
7th and 8th November 1938 in relation to the

present position and future requirements of medical
education in Assam.

(2) To consider by what means the standard of medical
education in the Berry-White Medical Schrggldcim
be improved and the practicability or otherwise of 3
raising it ultimately to University standard.
(3) To consider the possibility of establishin i
School at Sylhet and what part it sh%u?dl\glzdlciﬂ
the general scheme of medical education in ythe {
province.

(4) To make recommendations to Government With die
object of evolving a settled policy on medical
education.

.
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The Committee sat at Shillong on the 27th and 28th Nov-
ember 1939 and their proceedings have been received by the
present Government very recently.  The sum total of the
recommendations of this Committee is that the standard of
medical education should be such as shall satisfy the require-
ments laid down by the Medical Council of India and the
recommendations of the Conference of Medical School of Edu-
cation held in India is that the standard of equipment
and training of Medical Schools should be raised to those
required by the Medical Council of India. In short, this
recommendation tantamounts to saying that the education im-
parted in our medical institutions should be of the College
Status and not of the School grade. It has not been possible
for the Ministry to consider the Report of our Provincial
Committee as vet; and without carefully considering the
recommendations it will not be possible to start any new institu-
tion for medical education in Assam. I can, however, assure
the House that every aspect of the matter will receive careful
consideration of the Government, as soon as possible after the
sessions of the Legislatures are over.

It is well known that the buildings meant for the proposed
medical school at Sylhet have been utilised for some years  back
as a hospital. In order te provide 16 addlt_lor_lal beds for
indoor patients, necessary arrangements in the existing examina-
tion hall of the building have to be carried out and provision
both recurring and non-recurring, is proposed in the next year’s,

budget for carrying out this scheme.

The only other item under Medical Department that needs
mention is about the subsidised dispcnsaries, the scheme of
which was started in 1938 during my Ministry, Althoy Oh
provision was made for opening 27 such subsidised dispensa S
in rural areas only 15 could be opened and I am sorry to gles
that 3 have since been closed as the Doclors in charge found e
impossible to carry on with a subsidy of Rs.25 only. A regol i
tion to increase the subsidy to Rs.35 a month and the inS_o o
cost for medicine and apparatus to Rs.300 will be laid belftlal
the House by my Hon’ble Colleague the Minister in Chaore
of the Medical Department. I have every confidence tll; i
the. House will accord its approval to the proposed increasalt

his increased provision had already been contemplated by the.
previous Ministry as well. If we are to provide medica,(l3
treatment in the interior villages such a provision is g pre
requisite, ' g i
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‘Hon. members are :1!5(3 familiar with the state of .-m.m:s‘
of the hospital at Tinsukia. I.:un_ glad to mention that i
Marwari  gentleman, Babu .‘,n.n_r.'qin;.aﬂ _].:lfm, M.B.E., has
enerously offered to rebuild the Jm:xul_vuzf hospital _.-m«l a n:ml-
!fyution for the approval by the House of his terms will be move
by .Government at a later stage in this session.

I may also mention that the appointment of a Iu'pl" sy
Officer has been sanctioned for five vears and the officer will be
deputed to receive necessary training at Chingleput in the
Madras Presidency.

Of the Public Health Department the only thing that nceds
mention is the increase of Rs.21,000 under the head Establish-
ment which is due to the provision for 10 additional Sub-
Assistant Surgeons and 9 peons recently sanctioned to ¢ pe
with the epidemic work. The War in Europe, as is well knﬂ\\’_ll
to us, has caused a shortage of most medicines in India. It is
feared that there may be scarcity of quinine as well, a medicine
which is extensively used to combat malaria. The Government
of India have offered to help us to purchase quinine from some

source and we have decided to buy 2,000 1bs. of quinine at
Rs.18 a pound.

"Tfind from his speech introducing the Budget Jast year,
that the then Finance Minister mentioned that “The Director
of Public Health is working out proposals, for reorganisation
and expansion of the department’s work but mecanwhile, the

inister in charge is considering whether the best way in which
to spread knowledge of Public Health matters and arouse
Interest would not be to introduce concentrated effort in com-
baratively small areas which will S€rve as a model as has been
done in Madras and some other Provinces”. ‘The  Finance

C€partment tells me that no such scheme was ever submitted
to them for scrutiny during the time of the previous  Ministry .
Nor is any such scheme pending examination before them now.
[ am Sorry to have to draw attention of hon. members to
the recrudesence of Kala azar in an epidemic form in certain

ocalities notably in the Golaghat subdivision. Every endeca- 1
to the affected people and

Assam is an agricultural country and our A
“ePartment is trying to popularise improved
tlo,’r}: namely rotation of crop, manuring and Pump irrigation in
various centres of the province. But our fields are too wide and
We require more field workers to popularise the methods ip the
countryside. For next year extra provision hasg been made for
the entertainment of 10 more Agricultural Demonstrators 1n

gricultural
‘mecthods of cultiva-

K
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certain rural areas and another two demonstrators for improve-
ment of agriculture in the Mikir Hills. We wish we had the
funds to provide more for demonstration and seed farms in diffe-
rent parts of the province. At present we have to carry on with
only four such farms throughout the province of which three are
paddy farms and only one specialises in sugarcane.

The Ministry has taken in hand the work in connection
with the rural uplift scheme which I had initiated in my pre-
vious Ministry days. It is curious to find that though a sum of
Rs.25,000 was provided in the current year’s budget for the
Model Village Scheme, nothing whatever was  done by the pre-
vious Ministry to translate into action the ideas conceived by
them. My Hon’ble Colleague the Minister in charge of Agri-
culture has already started work of Model Villages, appointed a
special Rural Reconstruction Oflicer temporarily for two months
of the current year and opened centres both in the Surma Valley
and in the Brahmaputra Valley. It is our intention to open as
many as 35 centres ; but E)\\'illg to shortness of time and other
pre-occupations in preparing the provincial budget and other
matters relating to the sessions of both the Legislature, I am
afraid we may not be able to start all the centres but a sufficient
number will be opened and put in working order before the
year is out and suitably trained people will be available to
carry on the work for the next year. The budget for next
year repeats the current .ycar’s provision of Rs. 25,000 tq
enable the scheme to be continued.

While dealing with the Navigation Embankment ang
Drainage grants, I pointed out that a sum of Rs.10,000 hag
been provided for benefiting the agriculturists in rrigation ang
drainage works in suitable areas. This I am sure will help the
cultivators to some exXtent,

The Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture is contemplatin
scheme for training local unemployed yvouths in scientific
improved methods of Agriculture on the lines in vogue in Ja and
The salient features of the scheme, though it is not com plan.
yet, are the training of youths on commercial lines. Thep' ete
behind the scheme is to train up a set of ten boys on an 1dea
of about 50 acres, 35 of which should be suitable for acf o
and jute, etc., while the balance would be suitable for a?nfly
crops such as potatoes, groundnuts, English vegetables anecf
sugarcane, 'The soil is to be ploughed by means of tractors anq
Disc Harrows and a bloc capital of about Rs.10,000 will b
necessary for implements, as well as for a side line in daire
and poultry.  Working expenses of al] kinds, including Y

ik seed
fertilisers and wages of the students and the running cost of ch
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machinery will be another Rs.7,000, It is expected that from

the second year such an institution will be .;wH-sm.»p*-l'ii““i\l“";J
Jluch

from the third year some profits are r:-;[u;rtml to accruc.
of the details of the scheme has yet to be worked out but I am
mentioning this now only to give hon. members an idea of

the lines in which the Ministry of Agriculture is tending.

The working of the Veterinary Department is rather com-
plicated on account of the duyal charge as between the Govern-
ment and the local boards. Hon. members may know that
the bulk of our Veterinary Assistants arc employed by the local
boards with a contribution (two thirds of the cost) from Govern:
ment. In spite of insistent demands from our cultivating classes
it has not been possible for the local bodies to entertain more
officers. There is also a dearth of trained men from the pro-
vince to fill up any vacancy that occurs. 1n order (0 have the
children of the soil trained in the veterinary science. 10 ade
ditional stipends are being provided for, tenable at the Bengal
Government College for next year.

The worth of the Veterinary Department has heen realised
by our peasantry after long years and the department is getting
to be very popular.  But with only one Vctcrin;u’y' Surgeon for
an arca as big as half a subdivision, continuoys vctcrin;u-'y aid 1n
the dispensarics 1s impossible as the Surgeons havye got to travel
very far into the interior, To provide some sort of attention
and treatment on repeat cases at least, the System of entertaining
Veterinary Field assistants was introduced last year though the
idea was conceived long ago.  We are Providing for the ap-
pointment of 17 more Veterinary Field Assistants.,

. As regards theCo-operative Department, I am very sorry
to inform the House that the Co-operative movement in this

province is in a moribund condition. Due tq extreme hard

ten years, the Rural Co-operative Societies haye not been able
to function Properly or to bPay up their dues to the Central
Banks. I,Tl certain places Central Banks are in a .totteriﬁg con-
dition while the apex bank also is not in a pbsition to help as it
has not been able to get realisations from the Centrai Banks of
outstanding debts. How far and to what extent Government

of the Department. It is hoped that the situation will right
i;c_self if the peasantry realise good prices for their ‘a,gricu].ftﬁré‘l
produce. = In order that our Co-operative Inspectors might
find suflicient time to devote on organisation work, it is proposed

to entertain a separate audit staff of 9 Assistant Auditors for
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proper audit of the accounts of the Societies. The Inspectors
who were formerly burdened with the duty of auditing also
will get relief and find time for the work of organisation and
enthuse new spirit so as to make the movement really useful.

The co-operative movement was initially started to provide
cheap credit for productive purposes and benefit of our cultiva-
ting classes. But unfortunately they are found to utilise this ¢redit
to over-burden themselves with debts of various kinds chiefly due
to extravagant expenditure on unproductive social functions.
The debt of our cultivating classes has been variously estimated
some years ago to be between 25 and 30 crores. To give some
relief to this staggering load of debt, Government in the Revente
Department has started Debt Conciliation Boards so that the
creditor and the debtor may come to some amicablé séttlement
between themselves and thereafter live in amity and avoid
unnecessary litigation charges which ultimately fall upon the
debtor. At present we have 5 Debt Conciliation Boards
functioning, 3 in Kamrup and 2 in Sylhet. The present Boards
are doing good work and are becoming popular. It has been
decided to conmstitute six more Boards for Dhubri, Barpeta,
Nowgong, Sunamganj, Karimganj and Maulvi Bazar.

At present the Chairman of these Boards is a Government
official namely the Sub-Deputy Collector. In the case of the
new Boards it is proposed to have non-official CRairmen in' all
places.

A sum of Rs. 40,000 has been provided in the Budget for
opening new Debt Copcﬂmtion Boards. In the Report of Latet
Revenue Administration of the Surma Valley and Hill Divisions
for the year 1938-39 the following. finds a place: “The Dokt
Conciliation Board of North Sylhet is working' well. The numt
ber of cases instituted was 1,983, the amount imvolved bei‘g‘:

Rs. 6,25,882. The number of cases d; Ph et
the year under report”™, 1sposed of was 1,698 during’

In: the’ Departmient of Industries, which is reall Cottage
Industries; as big Industries are outside the scope of this dé"a‘bte
ment I Assam, certain schemes are proposed g)’ be intrbd%ii‘c‘-f
next year to give the people g subsidiary source of income.
One scheme is for fish culture ag o cottage industry for whick'
luCkll L e h?“’e a man available trained in Madras at Govern-
mieite CoDEnsG:, _The other small scheme is to train our educated:
youths in the manufacture of ghee. The trade in ghee in Assam
ig-éntirely in'thie hanids of Nepalet graziers and Marwari tratlors,
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It is ascertained on enquiry that quite a decent living can be
made by manufacturing and selling ghee which involves only a
small initial outlay. In both these cases we are proposing to
start on a very small scale. Sut if the country at large takes
kindly to them suflicient funds for encouraging our vouths will
be found as the need arises. '

Another small Provision under this head has
that is the training of 2 stuc
the Eastern Bengal R;zilw;xy' Youths of the province are not
able to find employment in the railwavs operating in the
province with their headquarters outside inasmuch as we have
not got students trained in their workshops. In order to help
these youngmen to get into railwav employment this small pro-
vision has been made, ‘ )

been made and

I have been so far speaking of our cfforts to
all round improvement in our nation-building departments
within the short space of time at our disposal and within the
limitations of.a (lcflcit budget. But I must inform the House
that the province is still in debt to the tune of half a crore of
rupees. The genesis of this debt and the Provision for a sinking
fund will be found‘ explained at pages 32 to 34 of the Budget
Memorandum. Shortly stated, the province wil] have Rs.50
lakhs of Treasury Bills outstanding on the 3ist March 1940.
I am glad to lnfog‘m hon. members that after my personal dis-
cussions and special Pleading, Sir James Taylor, ‘Governor of
the Reserve Bank, kindly sccured for us these Treasury Bills at
2% per cent. interest only as against 3 per cent. at e T
borrowed by my predecessor Government.  And this in spite of
the fact that the rate of interest in the moncy market has gone
up on account of better investment field owing to the War. In
Order to meet thlS demand we propose in thC next bUdgCt to
take a loan of Rs.50 lakhs if 5y when the Reserve Bank advises
us that the time is opportune 14 float such a loan. TjJ1 then, it

- may be that we shall haye to continue as now on Treasury Bills.
But to mect the Treasary Bills that will fall due at g oqd oF
the current ﬁnapcml year, further Treasury Bills sha]] have to
be issued early in April next year and we propose to borrow by
this means a sum Of.Rs.KLO lakhs. A further sum of Rs.15 lakhs
has to be borrowed in order to carry us through lean months of
the year from September to December.

bring in an

In order that the province can repay  this debt without
obstructing the natural development of our activities for pro-
Liding amenitics to the rural population, we Propose to start

lents in K:nluh!‘.:]);’.r,a \‘.‘a.l-l.;..,hml)\" of

aa

fw
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a sinking fund 3 and the Budget provides Trs. 1,85 for this pur-

. .)n‘ 1%1 case a loan is floated, to maintain a healthy level of

g(“s:“ of our debentures in the money market a depreciation
s o e o

fund of Rs. 75,000 has 1lso been provided

This state of affairs cannot continue long and we should
Jevise ways and means to wipe off our debt and start with a
i-lca;x slate. One way of improving our finances is the method
of retrenchment and the other way is by finding ways of adding
fo our resources.

As regards Retrenchment, the present Ministry has not been
able to deal with the recommendations made by the Retrench-
ment Committee as yet. Hon. members are aware that the
last sitting of the Retrenchment Committee for about a week
was held in the beginning of last year and the recommendations
of the Committee were with the previous Finance Minister for
ten months before he resigned in November. But no orderg
were issued on the various matters which if given effect to woylq
have brought in some saving and relief to the province.,

I may here refer to a statement made by the thc_:n Finance
Minister on the floor of the House last year. He'said « hile
the recommendations of the Retrenchment Gommittee are hejy

examined by us in detail, which I may inform  the hong
members, will be accepted by Government as far as they L
found practicablc and workable, we have de.mded L0 make a
reduction in the rates of daily and travelling allowapc,

Orders in this connection, which have already been passeq 1
me, will bring us a saving in the vicinity of one anq , haly
lakhs.”> This definite statement was made in this ,HOUSe oy £
in March 1939. But the Finance Department has informe d rly
that the revised travelling allowance rules, which were appr e
at a Government meeting held on 27th May 1939, in broag Oved
line were issued in detail in Notification No.4429-F A | datedout.
28th July 1939, to have effect from the lst August 193¢ the
subsequently at 2 meeting held on the 1lth August 1939 that
then Government decided to hold the new travelling allow the
rules in abeyance pending further consideration, that Wance
were issued accordingly and all departments were as]IO{r ersg
submit any recommendations concerning cases of harded-to
which arose under the revised rules within one month A Shlps
despitc reminders, the last replies from the departmeng “t’hat
only received during the Christmas holidays. All the re aere
far received arc against the new rates and give Complaintz so

of
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great ha‘rdship‘i with éonicrete eases.  These replics h‘;'u‘ ““-tl';:(is'

bcmp'ut Up to the and are being' tabulated S . his

atnel Stirer pretrenchmcnt maticrs will be considered by ¢hy
inistl‘y Soon after the session is over.

Sir, €conomic upliftment of the _masscs, ]ilr'f';xq-;: ,,,-',‘\,::-:
hea{]thy conditions of hving, the discovering ol ways ane mea :
Lo improy. our finances, and other cqually HN portant m.uu'r.‘
that make for general prosperity in the province umh! all be
b'rOUght about only by a carefully planned .‘H'Hllnl\ll.l:
tion of the Country.. But how slowly or how f‘;:sg these could h(l_
reafised must naturall depend upon the spirit of h‘lf’ll(]ﬁlll]) .m(.
€o-openation which all hon. members as patriots bring teo bear
upon thege great and vital questions. There js no place for
€8otism in true public service if our ideal in reality is the pros-
berity and happiness of not only the present gencration h.nt also

Our coming, generations.  Let us not (:(mfuxc.tlu; Imagination
of our undcrstanding people in  the countryside by promises
which with the best will in the world could not be fulfilled in
a trice ; and lét us adopt a tone of moderation and I)l‘;l(?[i(ﬁ:l]l.’»‘.ln‘
!n all .that we prcscribc, without working out measures of relief
m a fig ,OFpiety' only and find confronted when the time comes
For'g.btion’, ot being able to implemerit them. Tt s always good
to do bettey than we are tempted to promise and any sporadic
So;r‘i,fion to better the conditions of our People does not serve o
miti ate' thejr miseries although any one wijll admit that it is

1€ DESt miedng op rousitig their aspirations and cdusing them
g ey discontent and discomfort.

PO conclusion, Sir, T feel that I' have taken quite_a iong
tIme this yeap with. my speechs presenting the budget. But as 1
f‘oun,d, th_‘?re were points in my predecessor’s Speech that required-
eIu01daT{Qn,- I took thjs occaston to explain them in their proper

. fpartment has tried: to clarify ai] important
matters in the explanatory note, Still if any hon. mempbey
piamts further information on any detail,, I am ready to help
him. Mr. Jones, the Deputy Secretary, will also be available in

the Secretaries’ room of tHe Assembly Chamber {0 help hop.

With these remarks I' beg to present 1o the' House the
Budget Estimateg of the province of Assam for the: year 1940-41.

[22np FESB,
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1940] STATEMENT re GENERAL DISCUSSION OF I}UDGET il
AND VOTING ON DEMANDS FOR GRANTS

Statement by the Hon’ble Speaker r¢ general discussion of the
Budget and voting on demands for grants

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Hon. members have come to know
that His Excellency has allotted the 24th, 26th and 27th February for the
general discussion of the Budget. It will be somewhat difficult for me to fix
a time limit, if necessary, for speeches until and unless I know how many
members desire to take partin the discussion on a particular day. 1 would
therefore request the leaders of party groups to give the names of their party
members who desire to speak on the subject on different dates to the Assem-
bly Department before 4 p.m. to-day. Hon. members are aware that the
Hon’'ble Ministers will have to give replies on the last day, ie., on the 27th.
The speeches of as many members as possible should therefore be finished on
the first two days in view of the fact that suflicient time must be given to the
Hon’ble Ministers for rep'ies on the last day.

Before we disperse for to-day I would like to draw the attention
members to rule 16 of the Assembly (Governor’s) Rules. Under
of this rule, His Excellency has already allotted certain days for voting on
demands for grants. Subject 10 this limit and to the limit prescribed by
sub-rule (2) of rule 16, it will be for the House to fix specific dates for discus-
sion of particular demands and specific hours for discussion of any one
demand.

In order to facilitate matters and to expedite work, I have
drawn up a draft time-table on the lines of last year’s table as far ag Practi-
cable, and suggest that, as was done last time, the leaders of the various
parties may meet at a conference in my room tO-MOITOW, say, at 1-30 p.m
to discuss the time-table prepared by me and to come to a definite under-

standing in the matter. [ should point out here that the sitting hours of th
Assembly even on days on which the Demands for Grants, both origina] ang
supplementary, have to be taken up, have been reduced, under Assemb]
(Governor’s) Rules 16(4), by one hour. ¥

I should also draw the attention of hon. members to the time limit jp,
posed by Assembly rule 100 for giving notices of motions to refuse or redue-
any demand for grant. It must be borne in mind that sufficient time 1 =
be given to the Secretary to examine the cut motions and to Prepare ok
and circulate the lists in good time to the members. There will of cpl“lnt
be no time for the motions to go through any process of adl’nission‘ The

uestion whether any motion is out of order or not will be left to be :
gn the floor of the House. decideq

of hon.
sub-rule (1)

already

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Friday,

ary, 19 40. the 23rd Febry.
Shillong, i A. K. BARUA
9th March, 1940. Secretary, Legislative Assemp)
The mbl}’s Assam
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