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ﬁfoceé«iings of the Ninth S.essfo“x‘x of the Firs
Assembly, assemibled urder the provisio
of Indid Act, 1935

The Assenibly met in the Asscm’bly' dlxam'bér;
Tuesady, the 3rd June, 1941.

PRESENT

The Hon’ble Mr. Basanta Kumar Das, Speaker, in the Chair,

ten Hon’ble Ministers and forty-nine members.
e

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(to which answers were laid on the table)

Detention of undertrial prisoners in jails
Babu KARUNA SINDHU RAY asked:

Shillong; at 11 amni.,

t Assam Legislative
ns of the Government

on

the

272. (a) Isit a fact that some undertrial prisoners are kept confineq fy,.

a long period in the Jails ?

(b) Is it a fact that there are many such prison.cré in §
d they have been anxiously waiting for the day of their tria]g ?
an e

prisoners have been kept Confineq
e

(¢) Is it a fact that one or two
in Sylhet Jail from June 1940 ?
(d)

(¢) Will Government be pleased to l.ay a_ stateme
ine the number and names of undertrial prisoners
:ll}f%;:;lgt jails of Assam for more than six months, with reaso
i
detention ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDY

URI re 1‘ L
detained for | Plied ;

272. (a)—Undertrial prisoners are sometimes
than Govcrnm?}t like.

b)—INo. >

the opiniogx )of the Superintendent been unduly long.

Is it a fact that one Abbun of Pulpur an undertriq]
in the Sylhet Jail has been awaiting his trial from 23rd June 1944
in

ot on ¢y
Confingq

ns  for g,

There appear in fact only two whose dete

vihet Jail

pprlsoner

¢ table,
I the
ch IOng

R8T perigg

nti()n has

in
(c)—Yes: two.
(d)—No. : : _
(¢)—A statement is furnished below :—
; 1 . ho  have e, :
howing the names of undertrial prisoners w en dety
i mgre than six months at the end of December 19490 ed  f,,
Nos Name of prisoners Date of admission = Name of the Jail Refﬂark
' s
1 Abdul Waheb  23rd June 1940  Sylhet v Ttig g, 0
. : iyl -0 G2
2 Ali Baksh Ditto Ditto dijie ¢yy Erogas
and : € case
t g %
t}ﬁg ransfey 0(;
s tryine
Maglstrateylng
9cal lnvestiu g
on collld Iblot
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Nos. Names of [!riy;”!‘rg Date of admission Name of the Jail Remarks
be held. It

has now been
taken over by
another Magis-
trate and has
cither been
dealt with or
will shortly be
finished.

rabhat Chandra Barman as Assistant Mana-

Appointment of Srijut P
Mechpara Wards’ Estate

Ber,
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked:

9273. Will Government be pleased to state-
(a) The duration for which and the terms and conditions on
which Srijut Prabhat Chandra Barman, Clerk, Sidli Tahsil

Office, has been deputed as Assistant Manager, Mechpara
Wards’ Estate ? '

(b) The special purposc f
sary.

(¢) Whether the per

or which such a deputation was neces-

son so deputed has conformed to the terms of
the advertisement, particularly with regard to experience in
Estate management or Land R‘«;Curds ?

(d) The extra amount which the Estate will have to pay in addi-
tion to his monthly salary, in the shape of pension and leave

account of his being so deputed ?

contribution on ] ¢ _
(¢) Whether Government ]r)()kcd into the application of one Srijut
Pramode Kishore Chakravartty, B.A., who stated that he

has got Bengal Forest Training, passed the Survey examina-
tion and bhas sufficient knowledge of Estate management
having served the same Estate in the Executive Services for

the last 7 years ? . )
(f) If so, why his case was not considered ?

(g) What would have been the economy of the Estate finance in
appointing a person other than such a Government ser-

vant ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN

replied :

273. (a)—Srijut Prabhat Chandra Barman, B.A., has been appointed on
probation for six months. If his work is satisfactory, he is expected to
remain in the post as long as it is considered necessary in the interest of the
estate. He has to furnish a security of Rs.2,000 and will draw pay in the

scale of Rs.200—5/3—230.
(b)—In the interest of the Estate’s management under the Court

of Wards.
(¢)—The Court of Wards considered the i 1 :
» ) ard: qualifications of all the
can_dldz_ttes and d_ec1dec.l to appoint Srijut Prabhat Chandra Barman aft;r
taking into comnsideration all aspects of the case. ’
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_ (d) Contribution for leave salary at Rs.7-4-0 per mensem for the
transit period for 21st and 22nd January 1941.

Ditto ditto at Rs.25 per mensem fr
° P4 om 23r
1941 to 22nd January 1944, rd January

1941 to 14~llll);\trt(;)\fi:t;)llll)g‘elll‘jlgigl. 241 B3 baper mensemyi o “15¢ January
(e)—Yes.
(f )—Does not arise.
(g)—About Rs 30 per mensem which is payable by the Estate as

ave salary and pension contiibutions for the oflicer now d =
Lcl‘?l‘ll‘ient toyth(: Estate service. eputed by Gov-
sMaulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: The officer deputed has b
n probation for six months. Does it aim at permanency ? een
*The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR R AHMAN -
If his work is found satisfactory, he will be retained Permanently to the

give

st.
po *Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know whether he

oot any lien on the service which he formerly held ?

%The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN .

7es, Sir. :

Yes, *Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: In case of hig reversio

the former post, may I know whether he will get the increment in that =3

for the period for which he served here ? post
*The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHM

That will be counted. AN :
*Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:  With regarq o .

No. 273(b), the answer is—‘In the interest of the Estate’s mangllestlon

under the Court of an'ds’. I wanted to know what was the special Sément

for which the deputation was necessary. Was there anythj
*The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR

1 cannot say beyond.tha.t becausc_ he has _been appointed ip the }

Estate management in view of his experience. .
*Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: From the answer it o

clear that experience of estate management or  proficiency i, e ld will be

was necessary. He had neither of these qualifications. Hagq h ;‘ records
*The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi § AYIDUR eR_

Before that he had been working as the head clerk of a Tabhsil off A

for 8 years and he acquired experience of land records workg th
#Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: No experien ¢

cords work is wanted, but experience in estate management j Ce 1In land pe-
*The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi S AYIDURS Wanted,

The advertisement referred only to experience in land records v, RAHMAN .,
*Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: What wag s ork.

advertisement was experience in estate management and trajn;

records work. .
*The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDyR R

Yes, Sir, both. He had both. AHMAN
*Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI : May 1 know

had experience in estate management 4 ) Whet}
#*The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAY]DUR

He was previously working as head clerk in a Tahsil office. RAHM AN .

has

nterest Of.‘

ler he

. —
*Speech not corrected by the hon, member or Minister Concerned\\\

i
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x‘!waulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Is Tahsil an estate ?
_ *The Hon’ble Khan Babadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
I'bat Estate is managed by Government
- l\r}au!avi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: [The answer 1o question
No. 273 (e) is ‘yes’ and from that the answer 1o question No. 273 (/) can-
not be ‘does not arise’. May I appeal to the Chair that it is not the proper
way of framing an answer ? Both the answers are correlated.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I all the answers given be considered
”'”'”1 it would mean that the qualifications of Srijut Pramaode Kishore
(J.lilkr;w..ruy were enquired into, and therefore the answer is ‘does not
arise’.
*The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
Moreover the answer has been given in question No. 273 (¢). The Court of
Wards considered the qualifications of all the candidates.

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: As regards  question
No. 273 (g), may I know what special qualifications |nnmptrd this Govern-
ment to appoint Srijut Prabhat Chandra Barman ?

*The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
That has been answered that he has got sufficient experience in all matters.

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: In all matters?

*The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:

I have nothing further to add,

Functions of the Fishery Officer

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

274.. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The function or functions which the Fishery

discharge ? o
(b) What special works beneficial to the people have been done by
' the Fishery Officer since he has been appointed ?
(¢) The amount of moncy spent up till now for the Fishery Officer

and his establishment ?
(d) 'The number of days he toured in the interior and the amount

of money he had drawn as travelling allowance ?

(¢) The places he visited and the works he did at each place ?

(f) Whether Government have drawn up any scheme for the
Fishery Officer ?
 (g) If the Fishery Officer has submitted any scheme of work to
Government ?
(h) 1If so, what steps Government have taken to materialise this

scheme ? )
(i) Whether Government is aware that the fishery of the province

is in a moribund condition ?
(j) Whether it is a fact that Fishery yields a decent income to the

provincial revenue ?
(k) The annual income of Government from fishery ? (lo be

shown district by district.)

Officer has got to

5 -
S_peech not corrected by the hon, member or Minister concerned,

Y

e VL
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The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

274. (a)—To study tl‘lC .cxis(ing conditions of fish culture in Assam
suggest ways and means for its development. 7
(b)—He has, J'n_thc course of the l)l'(:]l.lll‘llléll'}' survey on
is at present engng_cd, visited a .]urge mm.]bcr of fisheries, Public
recorded the conditions prevailing there in regard to the reari
keting of fish, and.gwcn suggestions  to the ].ijﬂl officers or pri
concerned for the improvement of these (:nngh‘(mns.
(c)—Rupees 1,235 up to the end ol I cbruary 19471,
d)—One hundred and cleven days up to the 31st “‘V.]Ellln:u‘y 104]
and Rs.351-14-0 including the travelling allowance of his Pcon up to el
31st December ‘1949- s . _ . he
(e)—The fishery ofticer s tour diaries, which contain
information, are placed on the library table.
" (f), (g, and (h)—The fishery officer has not ve

and

\\'hi(‘}] hc
and Private,
ng and may-
vate persong

the Necessary

t com
! . b s dlet :
necessary preliminary survey. He witl submit a scheme after h(-l ed the

hag
. S com-
plclcd 1t.

() to (k)—The hon. member’; attention is invited to

. the
given to unstarred question No. 48 during the current session of &

th As pllQS

Sem-
oy Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: With regard to question N
he question wWas: ‘Whether Government have drawn up
e ??ishefy Officer ?° The reply is: ‘the Fishery Officer has
t}Ziethc necessary preliminary survey. He will subniit a sche . “Omplegd
N leted it’. Iwant to know whether Government v
COIéllpissued directions to the Fishery Officer.
an The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : A certain Etedtion vae s
hat was that the Fishery Oflicer should visit all fisheries A S“i\:‘ S Qiven and
X a} lders of fisheries for the improvement of such fisherjag lf" Suggestio,
(tﬁrelgtcd to frame a scheme and submit this to GO\'C‘:““IOnt f‘was
i or ¢
dcrag/‘;:ulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I understap
as left to - the Fishery Officer to be prepared by him ?
w The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: VYes, Siy.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Has the Hgpe

one through the tour diaries of the Vishery Officer ? on'ble NIinist
89" I'he Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : ' Yes, Sin er
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: s she in a po.s
ndication as to what advance has been made in this dip POsition o o}
The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : The hon, . €Ction » Slve
for himself. The tour diary is laid on the Library table. mbey will

0. 27.-1.( )

1S

d that the Schem,
e

;;ni

Maula‘sn} MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Should v, e JSke
jon, SIr € oy
conC}}li‘l‘g ‘Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAp © Own
That is a vague question, Sir. We have made some advance S ULLA s
toured the Surma Valley about the middle of last yegy and he Office,
survey there. His headquarters have since been transferreq to sheq thr
Valley. We have got his report as regards the Surmg Valley, | Assapy,
get his report as regards the Assam Valley, a SChCme will ha dY. Af‘ter m
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: |5t afact (1 awy up. we
Officer submitted a report to the Government ? 1at the FiShery

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUH AMMA
He has made a survey SO far as the Surma Valley 1s Concen:zd ADUL :
his tour diaries containing his report. We have’ sti] to COnsideE;n  Submitrey
regards the Assam Valley, TOCT hIS reporg o
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Trial of Srijut Debeswar Sarmah, M.L.A.

Sﬁjut RAM NATH DAS asked :

275. Will Government be pleased to state
(a) Whether it is a fact that Srijut Debeswar Sarmah, ».L., @
. - & e
member of this Assemnbly from Jorhat, was ilfrcszcd a:,d
tried on 14th 1940 under the Defence uf India
- - - = - A s
Rules for shouting anti-was slogans and sentenced to nine
months imprisonment on the same day by Mr \3 Phukan
the then Senior Magistrate ' et Wi C S
it 7 = of Jorhat with first Class
I)(l\‘lf!ﬁ 4
(h) Whether it is 2 fact that the trying magistrate directed
Srijut Sarmah to be placed in “A” division and for that
in the committing Jail warrant he was shown as wAY

Division prisoner ?
(¢) Whether 1t is a fact that the trying agistrate recommended ..

December

) Srijut Sarmah to the Government to be treated as A"
nder rule 209 of the Assam Jail Manual ?

Division prisoner u
(d) 1f so, will Government be pl(-:x.«u:d to lay on the table a copy

of the letter from the trying magistrate to Government
through the District Magistrate under rule 209 of the
Assam ail Manual ?
() Whether it is a fact that Srijut Sarmah was treated from 14th
) December 1940 till 1st February 1941, i.e., for six weeks
as “A” Division prisoner ? g
(f) Whether it is 2 fact that '(}u\r'rrnn'mnt intimated the prison
authorities at Jorhat Jail on  lst February 1941 to place
Srijut Sarmah as «p’? division prisoner and to treat himn;as
such ?
(g) 1f 50 will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy
aunicated in this connection to the Jail

of the order comr
authorities ?
.h led Government to place Srijut Sarmah i
\

(h) The reason whic! :
«B” division and that after a period of six weeks ?
ondence between Government

(3) Whether there was any corresp n
and the District Magistrate 2! out this subse t placi
2 Srijut Sarmah in “B” division ? quentplacing

will Government be pleased to lay copy or copies of all

(7) If so,
such correspondence on the table ? '
(k) The reason for this inordinate delay of six weeks for fixing the F
f this prisoner ? ]

division o

6. Will Government be plcascd to state— i
(a) Whether it is a fact that Government stated in reply to ques- H

'Y

tion of Mr. Kamalaprosad Agarwalla, m.1.c., in the last
lative Council that Government

session of the Assam Legis
would not interfere with the classification recommended by |

the trying magistrate ?
(b) If so, why Government de
Srijut Sarmah was confined in

e . |

27

viatc‘c‘l ,,f rom this principle after
A’ division for six weeks ¥ }
g i
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(¢) The considerations which weigh with Government in deciding

as to the division in which a particular prisoner is to be
placed ?

(d) Which of such considerations did not merit Srij
continue as ‘A’ division prisoner ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that Srijut Sarmah was the Chief Whip
of the Congress Coalition Party in power as well as in
Opposition in this Assembly ?

277. Will Government be pleased to state— . .

(a) Whether Mr. Omaruddin, a first Class Magistrate of Dxbrugarh,

convicted Mr. Lakhesvar Barua, M.L.A., and sentenced him
- to one year’s rigorous imprisonment and placed him ip
“A” division ¥

(6) Whether the acting Distri_ct Mngis_tratc of I_:akhinlpur
date of the sentence did not disagree with the firg
Magistrate who convicted Mr. Barua in this classification

e and Mr. Barua was placed in the Jorhat Jail as «p» :
sion prisoner and was treated as such there ?

(¢) If so, will Government be p_lcased to state how and wh
Mr. Barua is now placed in ““B” division and at whoge
recommendation the Local Government made the change ?

(d) Whether it is a fact that Government Is a party to the change
of divisions made in case of Mr, Barua and have agreed to
the recommendation made subsequently by one, other than
the trying Magistrate ?

(e) If the reply to Question No. 276(a) above is in the affirmative
will Government be pleased to state why in this case of
Mr. L. Barua also the assurance given by Government Bas
been departed from ?

(f) Whether they are aware that Mr, L. Barua hag been  suffer-
ing from high blood pressure causing danger to hjg life ?

(¢) Whether they have received representations from the pub.lic of
Jorhat about the high blood pressure of Mr, B
danger to his life and asking for his imm

ut Sarmah to

278. Will Government be pleased to state wh

resent accommodation in jox:hat Jail of <A*» g; risoners js o
zzfﬁgicnt and the barracks occupied by the said pri s 5. 18 in
meant for detenues and are very damp ?

279. Will Government be pleased to state w
lavatories in these barracks are cleaned by sweepers b
passage between the bedsteads of the prisoners wher

b}
theszO. Will Government be pleased to state what arra
made outside the Jorhat Jail compound for interview with

=

Ngement hag been

olitic :
> specially by the female relations of the prisoners ? P al Prisoners
a 3 281. Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) Whether it is a fact that only the Statesman .
Amritabazar Patrika is supplied to <c A s r the

divisj .
ers and no other newspg.perls aredsupplie Al thelrs:lo;l Prison-
b) 1f so, will Government be pleased tq state wh :
(8) papers like the Hindusthan Standard, the yAgta}rizira m?awfj-

the Assam Sevak are not supplied thoy i .

e ) h
Jorhat by “ A ”’ d1v151oxfl prisoners ? 81 asked for ap
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282. VV!” (}(_n'f‘l‘nnlwun [y pﬂr'.u: el to statc
{a"é whether any newspapers arc mngngvlftr(i to “B " and “C”
division prisoncrs ?
(6) I not, what are the reasons for not supplying them ?

283. Will Government be ﬁ:ﬂr;a'r‘rﬂ to state whether any arrangement
for physical exercises for “A”, B oand “C" divisions prisoners has been
made and the necessary materials supplied to them free by the Govern-
ment ?

284. Will Government be pleased to state the reason for not  allowing
the political prisoners of different divisions in the same jail to mix with one
another ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied:

275. (a)—Yes.

(by—Yes.

(c)—Yes. Tt should however be noted that magistrates subordi-
nate to District Magistrate report through him, and his is the classification
which Government have to consider.

(d)—Government regret that they cannot undertake to lay copies

of correspondence with their officers on the table.

¢)—VYes, this appears Lo be the fact.
(f )—Without interfering with lh‘(’: order passed by the District
Magistrate placing Srijut . Sarmah 1n "‘U' _division, Government directed
that no privilege enjoyed by him as “A’ division prisoner should be with-

drawn pending further consideration and ultimately ordered his classification

as ““A” division prisoncr.

(g)—Copies of
officers cannot be laid on the table. . '

(h)—The exact position has been fully stated in reply to (f).

(i)—No.

(j)—Does not arise.

(k)—Government wer
of the District Magistrate had not

276. (a) & (b)—The intention of the reply was that Government would
in the ordinary course accept the rccgmmcnd_ .tion of the classifying author-
ity which in effect is that of the District leglstratc in the case of persons
not tried by the High Court or Sessions Court.

(¢)—The considerations arc laid down in the Jail Manual. As
between A and B on the one hand and G on the other they concern the
status of the convict in civil life, and as between A and B are somewhat
more complicated, including also the nature of the offence. |

T )RR already explained, Government at first contemplated a
distinction in status, but have subsequently abandoned this. -

(e)—Yes.

277. (a)—Yes.

s, (6)—Government have no information in regard to an acting
District Magistrate at this time. ,
(¢)—The District Magistrate recommended classification as ¢‘B”

division prisoner. Government placed him in A’ division and has since
released him.

correspondence between Government and  their

¢ not aware _that the provisional classification
been carried out.

(d)—Yes, if Government understand the question correctly.
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may L 161,
division prisor Ves
282. (a)—XYes I
(l))"DOCS not arise.

held in Jailor’s

consideration of

¢t o S L 3
R r rs play “Badminton
, vision prisoners play ] . Ay Pl ™
283.———-A dnd li%y-;ical e\:(l‘l'CiSCS in bal‘l‘ﬂcl\s <111C1 1}1 yalds as tlle\r lll\(‘,.
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v - ATQ v . as 1n.
prisoners have been placed are allowed associati
Sl( gansa

at their own cost

i nt of the failur
. ment motion on a?cou
Ad‘]o'l::;iving adequate relief to the People of
i

¢ of Government
areas in the subdivisions of the dist

the flood affected:

rict of Sylhet

. AHMUD ALI: My, Speaker, Sir, I

dur Maulavi M Sy { ;

Khan ,-E?haHouse to move the adjournment mogotn d§tand,ng .

beg leave of the his Assembly do now stand ad_JOl{rnef O discuss g c!eﬁmte

11;1}1'16, viz., that tnsblic importance, namely, faxluIﬂE: o dGovernn_nent In not

matter of urgetntr};;lief to the people of the flood-affecte areas in the sub-

A uate S

g A the. distrioe of Sylbbn -

%livis L L a similar adjournment motion abogt _Moved
Sir, Yestccierclljayta we were not allowed to discuss g out the condition of

. ; u

and discusse o o

the district of! Sﬁgﬁ:(‘m of the the dlstrlfit_ (:f.Stylhte}Eels X

of Cachar. lated: in the disty Ly )

accumulate
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in my
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hanithat.
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Sylhet, Habiganj, Sunamganj and some parts of the Karimganj subdivisions.
Sir, up to this day, we have not heard that Government have taken any steps
for .a.‘m')rding relief to these flood-affected areas. 1 have described the
condition of Karimganj vyesterday in the House, We, Sir, find no paddy
near the roadside of the Cachar Trunk Road, which is at a E\igllcl‘
level than the other places. If even in higher places paddy could
not be sown it will be easily imagined that no paddy could grow up
to.this day in the plains where full-grown paddy is expected now-a-days.
The difficulty of the people is immense ; specially, from  Fenchuganj to
Sylhet and Badarpur to Sylhet, flood has been so  severe  that there is not
a single straw of paddy, and I have heard that there is no expectation ol
the re-sowing of paddy there ; similar is the condition of Karimganj and
Patharkandi also. The people require adequate reliel of various kinds but 1
did not sce any move on the part of Government up to this day.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
motion is clearly not in order.
quite apparent to the hon. members.
tance of the matter, I would like that Government
statement about the floods in the district of Sylhet and about the steps taken
by Government to alleviate the sufferings of the flood-affected people of the,

Very well, 1 think this will do. The
I neced not give the reasons. ‘They -are
But having regard to the impor-
should make a

district.
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am afraid this motion is not in order.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have already said that and I have
requested the Hon’ble Minister to state to the House all facts about  this
question of floods in Sylhet.

The Hov’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :

I am quite prepared to make a statement about measures taken by Govern-
ment in connection with the floods in the district of Sylhet. T hope I shall
be able to make a statement on the next day.

‘Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : In this connection, may I be permit-
ted to bring to the notice of Government a few, facts which I have
personally scen.

! The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
a statement about floods in the district of Sylhet.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: But I doubt whether Government
are.in possession of all facts. Government are primarily concerned  with
preliminary relief, but I am alraid the district will be seriously affected after

two or three months.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well, the
briefly 'state ' what he has got to say.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :  All right, Sir. Just after the serious
ﬂQOdS in the,distric-ts Of Cachar and bylhet a few weeks baCk 1 had been
to some of the subdivisions, viz., Karimganj, Maulvibazar and North Sylhet
and as I come from Habiganj I am more acquainted with facts there  than

anybody else. . ol
... Siry:I went to Karimganj eight days after the actual day of inundation
and I found the town itself was under water. In the southern part of the

railway line the whole arca was submerged. Similar was  the case with
Maulaylbazar subdivision, particularly the Langla pargana of the Kulaura
thana.” There the.whole Aus crop has been damaged, the seeds which

Government have undertaken to make

hon. member may
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were to be sown in the month of Jaistha could not be sown. Then again
in the lower part of the subdivision, where Amon crops are generally
grown, the crops have been absolutely de\-/astated. Amon crops are
generally sown in Baishak, but due to accum-u]atlon of water they could
not be sown. The result will be that people in those areas will starve after
two or three months because they ge‘ncrally expect to get crops in the mon-
ths of Ashar, Sravan and Bhadra. So, I would suguest to Government that
they should make a thorough survey of both the districts and find out some

ways and means to prov‘xde_ adequate relief to the people in ~near future.

In the Sylhet district relief is not so much }1eeded during this month. If
anything is needed 1t will be the supply of free seeds to those “who can sow

in their lands again. But in the rponths of Ashar, Sravan and Bhadra

here will be famine of a dc.:vasm.tmg nature and real help of the Govern-

f t should come at that ume. ) ‘

Dr. C. G. Terrell: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I should like to say a few words

in confirmation of wha% we have lxe:1}~ci about the floods In Sylhet. Ye,.

terday I attempted to give you some idea of the problem facirg™ the subdi-

here conditions were serious. This flood- can be compared with the

men

ision W el il s 2
IV'S: flood of 1929 but it did not quite reach the same high level ang did
)ls:,t last so long, but at the same time a considerable amount of damage
?v(is done. As I told the House yesterday, I went to call on My, Jarman
b 3

. subdivisional Officer of Karimganj, and he kindly gave me access t
o file and I was very much impressed with the efforts that were being mag
e }l'fn;CH‘ and the numerous subordinate officers who have been dePUtes
i)o i:vestigatc the whole problem. I think, there was a certain amount of

fusion yesterday when th'e Cachar . problem was discussed ; in that
cont body seemed to be convinced that this two thousand rupees which |
CVCI)a]jottcd for relief was the beginning and the end  of evel‘ythinis
ll)ettl?znk, it will be realised that it is very difficult to consider the qQuestion

d relief when the flood acrually F:xists. Arfter it subsides, the
o ﬂsgonl of flood relief should be considered. That is the question nwhgh}?
iqsul():cing considerd by the Subdivi.ional Officer and the other offic <

. . €rs con s
ted with the inquiry concerning the flood area that I am attem s

discribe. The Boro crop has, in many places, been complete]
a;d the delay in sowing the Aus crop, consequent on the flood

Pting 4
Y destroyed
> and where

o edlings were washed away, may h_ave serious consequences. The 1

authorities were considering what relief can be given to the people ocal

Government was taking every step.1n 1ts power to meet the Situat?ond
n.

It is obviously impossible to cope with a problem of this sort w
investigatiory and I ga{l assure the.House that so fa; nas thipse
-ned it was being investigated very carefully. A
C(I);(f:sl rlllave been affected and I ungerstand 2}1’ total ﬁggre of llaigg,elléuolgger of
relief is being recommended to Government. I say so Withon érerdfor
and on my own authority. I had access to this file and although rnl:e
be wrong regarding this figure, I think, that a sum of Rg, 16,000 wiﬂ
probably be required for the relief in these areas. .
There was one other lit_tle point whlcl} struck me forc1b1y and
I would like to mention as it may be of interest and POssibly usefy] Tl‘Ch
tion of distribution of seeds or cash advances for jgg Plir h -
cerefully considered and it was decided that seeq diStribC ase
would involve delay. It was thex:efore recommended, for expﬁdiencuu(?n
particular, and to make sure that it r'eaches the correct destination a.ty }11n
earliest possible opportunity, that assistance shou].d. be in the shape ez
cash advances and I think this is the correct decision anq give thisp i of
mation which may be of interest to the House, I ¢ap aNsure giie IIII:) 1;):;

ithout fy]

ques
was
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that so far as tho:e areas of the Karimeanj Subdivision are concerned, the
whole matter has been gone 1nto very carefully I the oy rrmm;nl :md

they are making cvery efiort to help where it is necessary,
~ Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD  AHBAB  CHAUDHURY: Mr
Speaker, Sir, May | draw the kind atie 0 o Government to the serious

¢ aflention

condition of the flood stricken people ol Sunammmgan) subdivision ? My
hon friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman has claborately discussed the  condition
of Habiganj Subdivision and 1 can assure the [ouse that  the condition

of Sunamganj is quite similar to that of Habigany. So we urge upod the
l st sympathetically

Government to consider the question ol Sunaingin] s
and | h(,l,(- the Hon'ble Minister-in-charge will not {orpget the poor dis-
tressed people of Sunamganj when he considers the question of Sylhet.

Hon’ble Speaker’s ruling on Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee’s adjourn
ment Motion regarding the grave situation created by Six
months’ notice on Government for the termination of contract
by the Commercial Carrying Company, Limited.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. 1 will now take up the
hon. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjec’s adjournment moton in regard to the

notice served by the Commere ial Carryving Company, Limited, on Govern-

ment. 7 _
Mr. Mookerjee wants to discuss, in terms ol the motion which he has

tabled, “the grave situation created by six months’ notice served on Govern-
(Assam), Limited, on the 16th

ment by the Commerciat Carrying Company
November last in respect of termination ol their contract for carrying traffic
on the Gauhati-Shillong Road and failure of Government to satisfactorily,
efficiently and expeditiously deal with the same.””  Mr. Mookerjee has relied
upon the publication in the "/mz//.'»{z/.{/n of the 21st ()t' May last the notice in
question and also two letters one from the Under-Secretary to the Govern-
ment of Assam to the Provincial Transport Authority, Assam, bearing the
date of 2nd May, 1941 and other of the 9th May, 1941, from the Secretary,
Provincial Transport Authority to cach of its members.  The two letters no
doubt show that Government did not proceed to deal with the question as
expeditiously as the hon. mover expected or as the Government ought to
have done. The notice served on Government by the Commercial Carrying
Company, Limited indicates their determination to terminate the contract
with the Government for carrying on the Gauhati-Shillong Road goods
traffic and the coaching traffic, of which th_cy werce given the monopoly, from
the -1st of June, 1941. In the said notice the authoritics of the Company
have referred to their grievance against Government and in refegring to these
grievances have indulged in some disparaging cxpressions about persons who
from time to time since after the inaugaration of the present constitution
constituted and now constitute the Government of Assam. But it is not
perceived what really is the grave situation that Mr. Mookerjee wants to
discuss. The letter from the Under-Secretary to the Government of  Assam,
to the Secretary of the Transport Authority says that Government have
decided on the basis of the Company’s rcplies to communications made that
/ it!is now necessary to prepare to act upon the notice ‘and that they have
asked the Provincial Transport authority to consider the policy as regards
future administration of the Gauhati-Shillong Road at a very early date.
The fact that the Commercial Carrying Company (Assam), Limited have
been running the traffic from the 1st of June, 1941 the date from which they
War}ted to terminate their contract shows that there has not been any . incon-
venience to the public or to the Government, in so far as their military

nEPe

ra
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It is really unfortunate that the Rules have come up for discussion
before this House at this late hour. In ordinary circumstances, these ought
to have received the assent of this House before the 1st April 1940, * But
perhaps there were factors over which the provincial Government had little
control.

Motor business now-a-days appears to be a vital industry and a good
deal of the country’s capital has been invested in it.  So it is no wonder
that these Rules would evoke so much interest and agitation in the public
mind. The hon. members will be failing in their duty il they do not give
their serious consideration to these Rules,

Coming to details, I would like to begin with Chapter IV dealing with
the control of transport vehicles. I have heard what the Hon’ble Prime
Minister has said regarding the interpretation of scction 44 of (he Indian
Motor Vehicles Act (1V of 1939).  With due respect to the opinion of the
learned Legal Remembrances I humbly submit, that section 44, should be
interpreted in the light of section 68. Sub-section (2) (a) of this section

reads as follows :—

“Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, rules
under this section may be made with respect to all or any of the
following matters namely :-

(@) the period of appointment and the terms ol appointment
of and the conduct of Dusiness by Regional and
Provir cial Transport Authoritics and the reports to be

furnished by them ;7
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Sir, I rise on a point of order.
From the specch of my hon. friecnd Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury, it stri-
kes me also that the Report as presented before us has not I)cg:n put forma-
lly, by formally, I mean not in the proper form.  We have found all along
that the reports are placed in such a way that we can distinguish the amend-
ments that have been made ; when anything is omitted it is printed in
italics and at the very beginning therc is some note from which we can
understand which portion has bcen added and which portion has been
omitted and when this is finally placed beforc the House we find side by side
the original text and the amendments that are sought to be made. Sir, I
went through only a few pages ol the Report which I received only vyester-

day in this House and myself being a member of the Conference found it
very difficult to come to a dcfinite conclusion about the amendments that

have been made.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER:
the Report. )

Myr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : But, Sir, I explained the diffi-

culty yesterday that it was placed before us late and thought that if I did not
send it, it would be really very regrettable on my part and that out of all
persons I should be lagging behind in sending the Reportin time. Sol
enquired of you, Sir, whether I should be allowed to move any amendment
or not to which you very kindly consented. .

I shall point out only two defects Sir. That so far as rule 5 is concern-
ed in page 2 you will find—*¢5 Professional and Private Licenses—INo person
ghall drive a motor vehicle on hire or on receipt of remuneration unless he
holds a professional licence. Private licences shall only be issued to those
who do not drive on such conditions >>. That was the original rule. Now
here I find rule 5 at page 2 of the Report—at the top it has been written

The hon. member is a signatory to

i

T~
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M.aulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY Sir, the words “ferms of
ar“‘r’“ll‘lUTICTI[’e are clastic enough o 10 T3

| -

- . ; _ ciude 1 constitution and duties of
th(’ Prov'ncial and Regional Transport Authorities,  As such, I maintain
at-the constitution of the Authorities both Provincial as well as Regional

Comes within the purview of these Kules and the Provincial Legislature bas

€very right to give their verdict upon the same

. Section 44 itself admits of such an intoerpretalion, I'he section says
that thHe Provincial Government shall, by nouhcation in the ofhcial Gazette;
Constitute for the province a Provincial ITransport Authority. But such
a8 b'fl‘n the case with the R les also [ hese were framed by the Governs

4 9

ment by notification in the official Gazette.  So, like the Rules, the constitus
tion of the Provincial Aurhority also requires legislative sanction.

In Bengal as well as in the Pusnjab, the constitution of the Provincial
and Regional Transport Authorities forms an integral part of the Rules,
I do not know why a departure she uld be made in the case of Assam.
‘{Ul’(tovc;r, this has already found a place n the Rules and it would hardly
D€ fair tostifle a discussion over this important n atter. It is really curious
that the hon. members of the Jeint Conlerence have agreed to amend
this portion of the Rules according to the Government interpretation of the
Section. - . 3

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE :  Sir, that was not the position.
It was not done according to the interpretation !',l\‘("ll l.n}' the Government.

The FHon’ble the SPEAKER : | llil' House will have their own inter-

dretation ¢ oceed to cHange the Rule.
: al\';:l,ﬂda”\fji P/;I'_{bU’L BARI CHA UD.I'IUR!Y : Sir,in the note that I
submitted for consideration of the Joint Conference  (unfortunately, we
find that none of the notes has been H‘)(ff)l’l)tll'ill.(‘(! in the Report) I.()l)_]cc(cd‘
to the number of Regions established 1In ./}ss:nu. In Ll}(' province of Bengal,
for better control and administration of motor tratfic, the districts have
been divided into 25 Regional Arcas. I fail to understand how three
Regionsican efficiently worlc in the widely scattered (113_“‘1(:15 of A§s:11n. .In-
this connection: I rmay assurc the hon. u‘urml)crs thut‘ in some of. our dis-
tricts, the motor traffic is much heavier than many of lll‘(: Bengal districts.

With this object in view, I suggest that the I..' ourth Schedule to the R.ulcs
should be amended:  The whole provinee of Assam may be divided into
five Transport Regions. ‘T'he Surma _Va“"'}’ _RC}{‘P“ may bg split up into
two Regions, viz., (i) The Sylhct1 R egion (,:(r)_mP’ 1?“‘:‘; l‘hg: district gl Efylhct‘
minus Karimganj and (i) The Cachar ‘J;{,lc"’lo.“”C?”‘PTISIUS the district of:
Cachar and Karimganj. Without '(]_191“ JU_“Y_I.:-, ‘L 1c Uppf:r Assam Reglon,
the Tiower Assam Region may be divided into two regions as the Central
Assarn'Region and the Lower Assaii Region. .Such Increase in the number
of Regions will certainly improve the present gtatc ol affairs.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Did the hon. member make the

¥ - P
suggestion : HAUDHURY : Yes, Sir.

Maulavi. ABDUL BARI C J
The l‘:;on’bie Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

We considered that suggestion. )
Maulavi ABDZUI%gBARI CHAUDHURY : In the same note, I raised

the question of representation of Local Bodies in the I'ransport Authorities.
The mileage of motorable roads maintained by Local Boards far exceeds
thatcunder: the Public Works: Department. Even in the Public Works
Department roads running within their jurisdiction, the Boards are vitally
interested. In the Transport Authorities, both Provincial and Regional,
the TLocal Boards should get adequate representation.  In Bengal and other
provinces, the interest of the Local Boards has been properly saleguarded.

il

Y ki

, .
P BLETFEPT] |
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Sir, I objected s i : s . e
of Homza Degarlmc:; it:btlllzcll’lﬁ:\(r)ilxlu?ii;l}l(?‘rglli)su b}e yoime 'thSter-iH'Char ge
3 ;i ] 3 pOItAuthorlty. I stated t}
this was anomalous in view of rule 90. The Joint Confer Statachutiat
to get over the difficulty by amending rule 90. ~But I n‘ﬁlen“? has  tried
the Hon’ble Prime Minister should not be there. An Still maintain that
such as the Chief Secretary, the SCC"Clal‘y-in-c.harcreyo;‘e%)onmb]e'Ofﬁ-ccr’
Department or even the Inspector-General of Policbe ma gmmumcauons
reside over the deliberation of the Provincial Transport X f allowed to
inclusion of the Premier of the province in a Committee like ii&or{ty. _The
conducive nor helpful for a free deliberation. The constitust'1S Desther
Regional T.ranSle‘t Authority is not only loose but hard] ion of the
Already various difficulties have arisen and complaints are POUr)i?n workable,
all quarters. The Commissioner of Divisions whom we are mg_ln _frf)m
more as a show should not be disturbed. It will indeed be diffic almtamm
his services for all the Regions. There is hardly any justiﬁcatio‘:ltft0 get
inclusion of two Superintendents of Police in the Regional Authori S
my note submitted to the Joint Conference, my suggestion for form S
the Provincial and Regional Transport Authority was as follows .ﬁatmn of

That the Provincial Transport Authority should be I‘CCOn.Stit
the following ]lineé 1.—'_f " uted on

1) The Ghief Secretary to the Governmen ] 3

(Szg Inspector-General gf Police. e s Chairman,
(222) Chieféﬂ*}ngineer, Pfublic Works Department.

i») Two Chairmen of Local Boards to be i :

(&) ment of Assam. to be nominated by the Govern-

») One Chairman of Municipal Board t s inate

@) Government of Assam. : © be nominated by the
(vi) Four non-official members to be nomins .

) Government. itediihy sthie Provincial
(vii) Asin (v) in Rule 59(a).

To meet all view points, a regional authority may be constit
follows i ommissioner of a d "Eiteiyas
i eputy Commissioner of a district to i
® Pro]\?ing’ial Government—Chairman. to be nominated by the

1i) The Executive Engineer or any other local o .
( Works Department to be nominated by thcl:ﬁ Sle'l ot the Public
ment. ovincial Govern-
(iii) Superintendent of Police to be nominated b
Government.

(iv) The Chairmen of all Local Boards within the functional ar
ea.

(v) The Chairman of a Municipality to be i
vincial Government. ¥ nominated by the Pro-

(vi) Not more than two other members to be nomi
. min
Provincial Government. ated by the

(vif) As in (v) in Rule 60 (5).
Sir, the Motor Vehicles Rules, that we are considering v

place the whole administration and control of the Motor Vehic 1~ ay, will
in the hands of the Police Department. To all intents and e ular Traffe
be another solely police managed affair. Certainly this was notPOSes, it will
by the Indian Motor Vehicles Act. The intention of he Act WCOnteInPlated
popular control of motor traffic o_f the_ country.  This hag as to 1install
case anywhere except Assam. This attitude on the part of th not been the
of Assam is really very difficult to explain. v ¢ Government

¢

y the Provincial
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In the present rules, the Superintendent of Police has been: made the
‘I‘J‘isce'nsipg as well as -”"f. f{‘r:,’%,ﬂ.ﬁf’tia;:' ~"\“11"“.3w»i‘ﬂ:fx‘--. Of course, the word
Superintendent of Police will include as usual the Deputy Superintendent
of Police snd the Inspector of Police. In Bengal, for "all areas. excepting
Calcutta, the District Magistrate has been charged with all ithe dutics
regarding license and registration.
Sir, we all know that corruption is particularly ramapant in our vehicles
‘offices.  Hardly anything can be done but for unlawful consideration. and I
am afraid the present rules will not improve the existing state of affairs.
1 am surprised to find that the Joint Conference had no suggestion to
make regarding regulation of the rates of fares and goods, On the other

~handi'they have recommended the deletion of rule 89. ‘This is _certainly a
move in the opposite direction. 1 submit that the maximum and minimum
rates for the carriage of passengers and goods in all important roads should be
preseribed by rules. Otherwise, the bus owners may suffer from unhealthy
competition -and  the passengers  from arbritrary rates of fares. + 108
Provincial Government i3 competent to prescribe such a rule under section
43 of the Act.
Sir; I do not understand

an appellate authority as cns

why the Board of 'three Ministers - to serve as
ijsaged in rule 90 should be rc-placcd by the

Revenue Tribunal. Ccrt;:inly, such a 'l’»fmnl will be in a better position to
give ready relief to aggru:w'd person. I'hey also will .be within easy reach

of the public and conversant with local condition.
The hon. members of the Select Committee have earned the

gratitude of all in recommending reduction of various fees prescribed under

the rules. _ ‘
We are sincerely grateful to the hon. rfu:mlu:x:s of the Joint Conference

for deleting the whole note below Rule 203 and for recasting it. This will
of the people plying goods lorries from Sylhet

remove a long-left grievance ]
for reducing the toll in the Sylhet-

to Dawki. Their recom mendation |
Shillong and Gauhati-Shillong Roads are also to be highly commended.

The recommendation to realise the permit fee in cases of defaults as an
arrear of land revenue is rather extraordinary and should rot be encouraged.

The rules regarding the transfer of permits is too complicated and wil
lead tolitigation and hardship. Rule 63, now renumbered as Rule 64,
seems to be repugnant to the section of the main Act and I doubt whether
it would have a legal value. ) )

i Lastly, I humbly submit that the rqag:ls mentioned in the 5th Schedule
may be exempted from the operation oi_Char‘)tcr IV of the rules and placed
direct under the control of the Provincial Government. This would mean
better control, efficient management and development of the roads.

With these few words, I beg to resuimc my seat.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL  HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
‘Mr. Speaker, = Sir, T rise to make a few observations on the  Assam Motor

Vehicles Rules, 1940, as drafted by : |
Joint Conference of both the Houses of Legislature on them. The report of

the Joint Conference was placed before the House only yesterday and, there-

fore, it is not possible for.me to. scrutinize the suggestions made in' the report
‘comparing with the rules framed. by other Provinces, specially by Bengal.
general nature.

‘Hence my observations will be of s
1 most painfully find, Sir, that the entire labour of the Joint Conference
was under police control.  The police, it seems, possessed the minds of the

veteran members of the conference in such a manner that ‘they could not
think of the civil control of the Motor Vehicles Department. Whenever an
occasion was found to define an authority, ‘the conference without:any

Government as well as the report of the |

1= f¢
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. Pt ges 1 ‘and 2 of the report and
justiﬁc_ation put f]le}w01~dclz)?g;:](:;7 tg tllfgeintaoull)ni:bisudgment ‘:)f the Conferen_cc
you will find, Sir, that 5 ng a Superintendent of Police, (2) the Regis-
(1) the Licensing Authority e d Ixjn of Police, (3) Officer in-charge of
tering Authority means a Sllpérlntense deften@ibt lak Police, (4)- Inspector
Motor Vehicles Department means a uperl b i e ahib gl

ey ehicles - means an officer appointed by the i fa Li

O)f ]MOt(Osr) 312 1(;C'(H(;er who'is to hear appeals against - ‘the %\CeClilgﬁ (iicinslecenos;

olice, ? o renew s or to-revok s
ilng iR ;e[;u?::llg at(l)ic:esr?:eesl(l);lll‘l;: the Inspector-Genergl of Police.
disquallfy from dm 5 lige alone who is to control the Motor VCI}ICleS ll))q)ag-t-
Ttis POhIC?IC ;:?Bcl?gal. except the city of 1.Clalcut:ta, everywhere the District.

nt, wh 2. or grantine a license. *
ll\/nfeagi’stmtc - th}? auEhOlSlEZ.[mthg:itd 2&?1? the control of -motor vehicles p?ssed
%Ve?’ ?:j]sc ofEll?gl?::e, various troubles arose and harassment and currup-

into the har 3

ion found free licence. . . Maulavi Abdur Rahn}an how for
5 The House zieai’l;f ﬁ?:;ls }?z(\);ssed by an Indian Police hogiceg é)f :
nothing a_poor dri man got no relief against such undeserw;d high-handed-
Habiganj. . The fl‘z Oortcl)ld b§ drivers that unless they_ carry pol.lce o}f’ﬁg:erg, f\f’er;‘
D b‘gfs: Ialrefi: Oof f:crlllarge, there is evtlijl'y ZIPPrfehexézlroni rtl)f; hl:%?s%ritcltmgfnsgyllhgt ,
conha vas travelling by a service . =t
drigmg- l)(sl)ixég dSagb&‘nspector stoppf)lfl the 'lfl'll;; :1r11 p;:)svig;lr};; O?V?glxadegﬁ;

P a s 5 Se mos -

gzd came to Syllllte tif“hléhdli]cisng(t)git?edg to tghe request of the ‘Daroga’, there
driver told me t.ll)z-il-t of harassment and: loss .of money. These are every-
was every Ppossibl lT Yhe report of the Joint Confqrence shows Fh.at this 51d.e‘of
day occul-rexl§?§-1 neglegte d. My suggestion is that the civil authoritie
affairs was CI?““? y and full control over the motor vehicles. ‘
must have effective vhat principle the Provincial Transport’ Authpr}t

I do not knOVtY 9B }e 59 in Chapter IV, says that the Hon’ble Mln-lste-r-

constituted. . Draft 11]1)6 artment will be the Chairman of the Provincial
in-charge of I—IIOIES I})\gain rule 90 provides that a .Bo.ard of three
Transport Aufllo 3; eals against the orders of the Pr?vmmal Tran_qurt-
Ministers will Cjir gpl t is anomalous. Here the Hon’ble Pr@n}ler 1s the.
Authority. {n £ ess(flfl Home Department and a Board of three Minis
Minigterdpeg la'Ed ment ,over what is done by ~him in the ca
have to PaS; t}]1e gi:'rovincial Transport Authority. The Joint
Chaxrma}n 4 ve the matter, rather it has worsened _the POsition.
dig por 1m'prort it is stated that the Conference decided that the
7 qf the Relil%uld be the authority to hear_ appeg.ls fr
%ﬂbugﬁit SAu‘thority- I am afraid, Sir, this will lowe

rans

yis.

On page
Revenue

r the position of the

n the Revenue {'ribunal shal] *
H i because the one member o j
on’ble Premier f

: i ill be done by the Premier. ;
have power to‘1Ir_11terfs‘eerei:v1:l};a\£vhtz}11tCW1ls s Sty T B of Goiarn
tion before the Hou ho will work as Chairman of the Pqul_nmal Tr or
should be the person. w Bengal and a Board of three ~M1nlster§ includin
Authority as the cas_‘fl lfLe the Chairman of the Bogrgl, constituted with-
the Premler1 WI}O tV}Vl:e Gé&vernor, should tbg, :ﬁeri?;xthonty to hear  appeas

. roval o LT Aspott AR
;1;31?125 orders i{ t‘h.er};ﬁor}‘;r;ii:é;fii&ult)horities are conce}‘ned,
So far 2 leegtlﬁe authorities-are to- be -cgnst-ltlged.k Qh
on-what prxnci‘léund no place in these Boar ds N tot]il Ii{o
dillront Loval Boads spent argo sams n seas, b e
iluf}fgrity Cm]jl}d ;otﬁp(;l;rc; Csilrftorslome five telegrams to the'Surma Valley.::
Sunamganj Loc

airmen of: Loca]

ters shall
pacity of the -
Conference

om the Provincial -

Tdo not know -

Wy Siry  that thes
€gional Transport -
1Ice-Chairman’ of ithe.:
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Transport Authority in connection with this matter, but no reply cven
was received. This is the way in which they discharge their l‘rspunsihilil)ﬁ
I think, Sir, that the Local Boards must get their say in the Regional
Transport Authority.

'I'hc hCﬂqu:’lrlcr-" of the Surina ““.213(”}‘ ‘Jil.wl"sgﬂﬂi .’\H(ﬂlﬂl’i(y is at
Silchar. This has created much difficulties to the bus owners and driversof
Sylhet where the motor traffic is much heavier.  To get over this difliculty
1 venture to come forward with a suggestion, i.e., there should betwo
Regional Transport Authorities in the Surma Valley, one for each district. :
I shall table amendments in proper |

A\

P e —

These are my few observations.

time on all the points 1 dispute. 5
With these few words, 1 beg to resume my scat.
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, as a member of the Joint
Conference, I, on behalf of my colleagues, thank Maulavi Abdul Bari Chau-
dhury for his words of commendation. I know, Sir, that anybody who &
-

recommends reduction of fees is always assured of high commendation.
Therefore, while thanking my friend Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury, I am
sorry to say that I do not attach very much importance to his words of com-
mendation. But my hon. friends have referred to the constitution of the
Provincial Transport Authority and also the constitution of the Regional
Transport Authority and Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury has referred, with
commendation, to the procedurc in Bengal and in the Punjab in which the

constitution of these two different authoritics appears in the rules. But I
think if Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury had rt;fu_‘rcd to the draft rules publishcd
by both these Governments, he would have found that those Legislatures had

not altered the constitution of thesc two authoritics.  "T'he constitution as out=
lined in the draft publication of rules and as given in the final publication of
the rules has remained the same. I think it is significant that in the Bom-
bay Rules and in the United Provinces l'{‘ulcs, the personnel of the Transport

I'hat scems to me ample corrobo-

authorities finds no mention whatever. : ‘ ) :
ration of the view taken by the lawyer member of the Joint Conference

reinforced by the legal acumcn of the G‘hairm‘an,_and reinforced by the ruling

of the Legal Remembrancer. This Joint Conference had no justification

whatever to enter into a discussion of the personncl of these two Transport

Authorities. I should also add that .fm{n this group also, we made (.;r.in- a

cisms and suggestions for the reconstitution of the two I'ransport Authorities,

but they were put aside as being out of order. |
Mr. Magbul Hussain Chaudhury has referred to the fact that the Joint |

Conference has practically set up a police raj in the administration of the
Motor Vehicles Rules. I think something may be said on this. Motor

users—whether they be taxi drivers or private owners or l_)qs owners—derive i
a good deal of advantage in having the whole of the administration of motor -
ds of one department. If we have to get a l

rules concentrated in the hands : I : ;
registration certificate or a driving license, it will mean harassment if we are

to go from the Deputy Commissioner to the Superintendent of Police and
from the Superintendent of Police to the Inspector-General of  Police.
Imagine the harassment thus caused to the users of motors. There are
therefore advantages in having the whole of the power concentrated in
the hands of one department.

As regards the payment of fees, Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury said that
the system would give rise to a great deal of corruption. This is going to
be cured- by the appointment of cashiers who will take the fees in cash,
and there will be no need for all the trouble of applying for judicial stamps
and filling in challans.
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Finally, I would like it to be placed on record that w >
the Joint Conference did not thinll it part of our (C’Jlul.])]' ltto # Ie)l'ctslz‘f'ﬂn:m?]bels o
Report should be drawn up. I have already joined with My ?\t{ 1]c\>w‘ th’e
objection as to the manner in which it has been drawn up and.I i see
ing for every single member of this House when I say tha’t we a~1n sp_eak-
to ask that it should be drawn up in a lucid manner. Ao smichitied

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member ou ht
refused to sign the report.  There was only a note of dissent, 5

Mr. A. VVH!TTAKER: My letter to the Secretary of the Q 1
refusal to sign the Report.  Mr. Gawthrop also refused t vty s
I myself have not yet signed the Report. May T ask thz;)t ISISH bofe

to have

was a

Report. :
now and the date the Upper House is to meet, it will be better t "§t¥vgexl
this Report in an intelligible form ? 1 think they would appre(‘ia(t)e “’plilnt

Such a

courtesy from this House.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I am pleased t

hon. friends Mr. Al)dul Bari C.h.audhury and  Mr. ll\flaqbul (]):‘Iflillslgii:lh

dhury have ‘real:scd th(_: position now. During the NO\relnbc; C.:hau‘

raised this point, but I did not get any support from them. Byt it se‘SSvon I

¢ the two points that were raised by me have become the subj or I find
It is indeed an irony of fate that they, of al] JECt-matter

IfI am permitted, I may read out the sep‘?rsons have

Section 44(1) says— ction of the

at my

tha .
f a censure.
griticised rule 59.
Motor Vehicles Act.
¢The Provincial overnment shall, by notification in
Gazette, constitute for the province a Provipe ltléfi officia]
Authority to exercise and discharge the powers = IranSPOrt
specified in sub-section (3), and shall in like nlanand fu
Regional Transport Authorities to exercise and djg Qer
out such areas (in this Chapter referred to ag Charge through-
be specified in the notification, in respect ofreglons) as my
Transport Authority, the powers and functions cach egiona}l’
under this Chapter on such Authorities :’ conferreq by o
The wording in the section is quite clear. It is the Provineia] r
which can constitute the body of the Transport Authox{?ty (}}Jovernment
¥

notification. GaZette

Sir, it has already been stated by my hon. friend )

came about. We got legal opinion. If they think ?}/fzrlt Y}\:?ltta.k?r how th;
Legal Remembrancer 1s wrong they can cut it out butoplrnon of
anything to show how tl_l. members who took part in tl;ej -we do not fing
should be held responsible for this. One of my hon fo_ml: Gonferen
audacity to suggest that we were under the influence 5 f)ll?nds ha t}fe
worthwhile to take any notice of such a remark. Rather IP(): tce b Tt ds noe
hon. friends are under the influence of the drivers. 0 say that m;

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAy
is no argument, Sir. DHURY= This

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: His eXpress;
objectionable. I am waiting to hear the Hon’ble Premijer, R v most

Maulavi ABDUL BART CHAUDHURY: Yourg 1o leg
S,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Order, order,
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOEKERJEE : Asrepards Rule No90, this was
fl!sr} a p()int".&-‘hi(:h was raised by e when I moved my .“.‘iﬁ""ﬂllﬂlh(‘!l; motion.
I'hough I did not get any support at that time, now I find that they are
pleased that this has been done. 1 think the Hon'ble Premier; when vr"kcpl‘\'-
g, will be kind enough to mention those portions of the deliberations -
relating to section 44 about the constitution of these authorities. Though
it was said by the Legal Remembrancer that it was beyond our provinge, |
personally requested the Hon’ble Premier, perhaps everyday, that in the

fitness of things he should not be in this committee. I requested him, - Sify
more-than once “when the Revenuc Tribunal will be the appeliate autho-
- - * g =

rity, I think, you should not be there I'hough 1 did not append any note

When we found that it was beyond our
jurisdic‘inn’ we had no other alternative but to ;l])])(“;ll Lo t!nc‘l‘lon’blc
Premier’s good sense ; that was also done.  Now, I find that without knows
ing anything about our discussions my hon. friends have taken exception to
this and they are trying to run us down under all sorts of false and erro-
neous notions.

Now, I come to the
of the members to Rule

of dissent, my appeal was there.

Report itself. I would like to draw the attention
64 of the Report, which runs thus: ‘“Rule 63-—now
renumbered as ‘Rule 64°. The words, ‘a permit cannot be claimed as of
right” are deleted, and the f'nll';n-vil;lq WU}"]S are blll{Slilu_tcd, “T'he Transport
Authority may refuse any application for a permit without assigning any
reason’ »’. The original rule was “A permit cannot be claimed as of right.
When a Regional Transport Authority has in the exercise of its powers under
the Act imposed a limit upon the number of permits of any class which may
be granted for a specified route or a specified area and has already granted
such number of permits of that class the Authority may decline to receive
further-applications for such permits in respect of any such route or area’.
Only the first sentence “a permit 'canno} bc_ claimed as of right’> has been
omitted, but what about the rest ? I find in the Report ‘“the, following
words are substituted”. Substituted in place of what ? For the whole
rule or for :that portion ? What about . the rest of rule 63 ? So, it is
really impossible for me to understand this though I was a member of the

conference.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : And though the hon. member: signed/

the Report !

Mz, BAIDYANATH. MOOKERJEE : I have already. explained. that
not: only torday but. even -yesterday, 's0 you cannot say that: I am., taking:
advantage of that, or I am taking shelter under that. But, as I mentioned.
it yesterday, that the Report:was sent at-such a :late hour to us that, we got«
very little/time to go through it. A ‘telegram was also..sent. So, in order:
not. to-upset all. the ar angements I signed the Report. I therefore;obtained :
your permission yesterday for being allowed to move amendments. -.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Why should the -hon. members of ' the
conference have been so anxious about arrangements being upset ? If they
really felt that the Report was not drawn - up in_a -business-like manner -for
being put before the House, they might have insisted that the Reéport be-
first drawn up in a proper form before they could sign it. In that_case

Government could have taken steps to postpone the session. Having signed.
the Report and appending notes of dissent here and there, now to come °
before the House to criticise the very Report which they have signed seems
to me to be a very unhappy situation. They ought to have been firm and
should have refused to sign:the Report, compelling the Government. to
postpone the session till the Report was drafted in a proper form.
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1y I be permitteq to .say,
Bhr May 1 the reports were
o MOOKER?] ittees, and the P :
Mr, BA,I_DY‘ﬁN;ﬁ‘:;I sat in. many f:[orﬁmtlhcy were placed befqre tl!e
Sir, that previous ). in this form, but w lf: L /A% expected  thas L
ex;erally Sens to us lll(rllt in the proper fOI‘Igll Rk o Blofyic: Wl s
zI;-IOusc they were bro';:la before bcing place S Cretacy dales the trouble of
ase also the Repof_’f rm. Generally Fhe : iclliqiblc 0 ThL et :
E. ught in the proper % 1 which is readily mhas HREE RS, AL L
b;(i)ngil’lg reports 1n ]a -f‘o'llnmyse]f as one “\\7110
: ir, I can clain | .
it HUSSAIN . CHAUDHyRy .
commlttecs.......- UHAMMAD MAQ'BUl;OceCd’ and not he
Maulavi lt;ld about that. Let us p
- wvine ey
ch ?;ZI]tCSOIOver and over agaln
argu

SPEAKER : Yes, the hon. member may g6 op.
’ble the
The Hon

int is this Sir, T request
E: L/Iy ppln ’
MOOKERJE fore us in a proper form, SO that
Mr. BAIDYA‘H‘%;IT;I];).CC the RCPOrt })CS;IIT \l\l'ait for two Or three .
I—IOIl’blc l’rc[nltl. \1“ })C SOlVed' \'\ﬁ ractically on every I‘ule, and
e t of our difficulties ,\ to table amendments pemed I shall seek  the hel
gﬁierwise WCIShaHtil;ZIEC So faras I aind%o?lgt understand whether I shal]
it will take a long T W step. . bvious Instance on the
5 wtlllletI%Ion’ble Prleml?r Zittc\fgl)lt. Rule 63 e]s‘ssl?sli?uted” 3 substituted for
9 ve ame;}dmcms (Octhc following worfls1 zr ortion omitted ' ;
Htl)?nt oy }ila::mdining portion or for the p
P it 30 ‘for.the } . stion ?
what I ce.—What is you suggc;{lE RJEE: The Report _sllquld be Placeq
A voi IDYANATH MOGO is generally done. This is ‘Sugges.
ey ]}‘? se in proper form as is g
e the Hous ;
before hose' the motion. "l :
tion. ith these few words, I OPQN. Mr. Speaker, Sir, In Connectigy, with
Wi i ABDUR RAHMAN : the House T alsg like tq Mmake few
Maulavll' t has been placed before
palom. that. : the Licensip,
the m ations. . vort I find n]el.lt.lon of amend
Observ. fal]’ in the ! I Deﬁllltlons’ som(? men ments ]ave bee
First O'ties' T Chal)ter ’ Tn" Byl 2(f)’ it has been Stated, “The
ing authori Joint Conference. mtatident e Pohce”, in3(g) «“The
made by the T cans a Superi - £ Police SR
mMace-t Authority me Superintendent o oltce™ -wand in'o
Licensing Authority means a hli)cles Department meang Superinten-
Registering charge of the Motor Vehic endations of ‘the Confercp o, “Seem o
“Officer lr}ice”- These three rccomrtrklletic. ' Whatl! T hizpe SAthes
CPRE Poxatious and most unsympa
be very ve

ar the same

a0d Register.

He : ed: from

ions—the Unction Flices.

! k if “these functions icen
- e 1s that if . S a whole Bl bl
iy, personal ‘et)élr‘)iigl'engf the mblot ve};;ﬁgs ?he whole usin ept‘ »\Wmlth
sing . and regsls erintendent, I am ;‘[1 would, therefore
the Police. upa smooth manner.
in

not run

a
: o 1 oUggest that
he Registering Authority MUSt be thy Districy
ing Authority and thé Reg hould be “the g the” Sulqy, ;.
Licensi o shou e € sole .. s
thegk X The DjstriC_t Maglsgrﬁf'e the Punjab an ‘Ben'?al
ional Magistrates. est that as in Caf)e specially deputeg for esg, .
Lo uld like to sugg t Magistrate may be t}tjers concernjp licens ‘ dutles
I‘I/:.,i.(z)r and Conlpete'?]ing registration! maed bY a COITI etent ~ae andOther
; ee., mattefls tcli);;ezhi“%’s il © Lt f(x)/\rrflno should remayjy, nder g et:ontro]
3 All these ‘Commissio this ang \ '
things. N sistant Ci suggest 3 wh
Senior Exua-ﬁsqll\jhgistmte. Why T sugg
istric 5
Of the Di

P h mer ‘l: hce O'fﬁ(:ers
v e U 0 lu._e\l_s On B 3
ent flom the S CCCheS Of the t on
Liae . n t
a4 ld_ 11 1
can bC CVY wWo
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Most of the hori. members of this House can realise from their personal
experience that the more control is placed under the Police Department, the
more vexatious it becomes. Only the control of traffic can be placed under
thc chargc ()I' t}'lff ]’(,IHL'? I)r-g».w'wz.r:.ﬂ .uM-‘J'E I am the last man to gupp{)n that
the management of the Motor Vehicles Department should be placed under
the control of the Police Department. It is only the District Magistrate
who can more efficiently and more ably discharge this function. r

Then Sir, I like to deal with another point with regard to the Inspector
of Motor Vehicles Department. If I am  correct in my information, I may
say that we have got only two Motor Vehicles Inspectors inour prnvincc
one in-charge of Surma Valley including some districts of the other Valley
and the other is probably in-charge of Upper Assam and some districts of
Central Assam. I should say that these two oflicers are quite inadequate

got to wait for a long time to

for the purposc. The owners of buses have
get their buses examined and inspce ted by them. They cannot ply their =
& time to get them inspected. 1 do not find fault

buses soon as it takes a long i :
with the Inspectors themselves, but I do fini fault with the Government for

I
\
the inadequate number of the Inspectors. Sir, a grentleman may purchase i‘
a bus in a subdivisional headquarters and he has to apply for gr:nuing neces- ‘
sary permission to ply the bus and then it may so happen that the gentle- )
man may wait for three months or more for the coming ol the Inspector to |
examine his bus. The business men who want to start motor business suffer
much on account of this. 50 [ suggest that Government should either
increase the number of Motor Vehicles Inspcctors or authorise the Sub-
divisional Magistratcs or Subdivisional Police Officers to grant ad inlerim
permits so that no bus owner can sufler for want of timecly examination of |
their buses by the Motor Vehicles Inspectors.
Then I come to rule 59. Much has been said about this rule by my
hon. friends Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury and Maulavi Magqbul Hussain
Chaudhury. This rule provides for the constitution of the Provincial Trans-
port Authority. I am not in favour of the fact that the Hon’ble Home
Minister should be the Chairman of this Transport Authority. My hon.
friends Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury and Maulavi Maq bul Hussain
Chaudhury have also criticised it. I am 1n favour of Sir Muhammad Saad-
ulla to be a member, but notin favour of the Home Minister of the Govern-
ment to act as Chairman. I am of the opinion that Sir Muhammad Saad-
ulla in his individual capacity can be a member there and he can be elected
or placed in-charge as Chairman, pbut I am opposed to the idea that the
Hon’ble Premier of the Province should be made a permanent Chairman of

such Tra,nsport Authority, by virtue of his holding the office as Home )
may get a chance to become the

Minister. Anybody who comes there . :
Chairman of this Transport Authority. I told on the floor of this House 1n
if any appeal has to be preferred

connection with certain other motions that 1 1
against the decision of the Transport Authority then that has to be decided
Ministers. If that be the case, then

by a joint conference of three Hon’ble v 5

it is only necessary and desirable that 1n selecting three of the Hon’ble
Ministers of the Cabinet, the Prime Minister must be there. It does not
also seem to be very consistent that the Hon’ble Home Minister should be
there as Chairman of the Transport Authority. The Transport Authority,
as .rqqmred by section 44 of the Act, shall consist of the Hon’ble Home
Minister, Inspector-General of Police, Chief Engineer of the Public Works
Department and five non-official members nominated by the Provincial
Government.
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. - = o Rk R
'TI‘C“ I come to l'lll(‘ ()l) 1-y§g,“‘:l”|;\f 1(‘{;!1'1!'_\ (-)lltl 1\(3!()“?{' llf““}"Ort AutllOm

o o e e, my o fiend. Mulast KUl et Port Autho
ks s it thi number of ‘\'“.‘"hh “Cf?",‘"f‘i.s l}ulfttl 3 lll}f.!;.:ased, eCause
it is very difficult for people living - L.!lc‘l}nl}} .'\I)Sl\,utljl ll'll: (f lht.uct_s to come to
the chimml Authority.  Sir, thf: -P[lt);m.u',:;h_'( u'.‘ltc LO‘ i J:zt tl \.ast come'rg
three such reglons cannot be fegardéd ‘T, s 1,[f al lifII" ?_”11 all the fupe.
ions, I may chiefly confine myself to the Jpracticz | CQuliculty  whiop arises
with ard to the Surma Valley Regional 1 ransport 1\11t1101‘1t,\'.
e 1"9‘%'1'}( . location of the oflice of the Surma Valley .l‘mnS])ort Authnrit
e l‘l‘(l" ““d at Si'char.  This being at the furthest corner of the valle
the I’CC“] h‘(v :l'cﬂ 'lhet find great difliculty in attending to every e Yalley
s g .1‘(?(ui’r(-d. 1 suggest that there should be twe r'egiona] offices
o lhcyél'i(‘hﬂlrlnnd the other at Sylhet. IJ this 1s not fou‘n Practicaple I
-—one at * I(C \f(\mllll(‘lll that it should be at Sylhet instead of a¢ e '
Sie to (:?h(: last few sittings of the Regional Co mmittee, th .
ot dmi“f? ‘ ”l'iv;’;luux-g redressed by engaging pleaders. I_t 18 very pe
i ju’]l aders who were engaged to  represent certain persopg c
Lo g (ltllc" énnnnitt(:c itsell ; in some cases some of the distinguished
 eaders lf)‘ - rél'uqed---thcv were not given  access to _the COmMmittea
pleafff’s‘*’w‘(‘;’llt)’ Hl:l"‘c.r lu-.cm'ning members 31‘ the Rlleglolfal C
nol kOnow WEY dast’ people  that they do not a Sk
became such ‘ jJabara I
mputl(ziﬂ‘n, again, Sir, the constitution of the Regional Comm

L : ittee 1s not v
The Commissioner of Divisions has been made the Ch

: e
sound. . issioncr and he does nog 1 oA 1111‘1]12111. b;yt
. ere is only one Commissioner and  h e Femain in g, Sty
poNe t]u,m[ it is difficult for him to attend CVery meeting, | would sye o
Valley tm](“(-clim‘l that the Deputy Com missioner may he selecteq ¢ Sigaét
i lh]s(V(‘?(])nn‘llissinncr SO as to give better facilitieg 0 preside o e

of the VEr the

meetings. ‘ .
Then the scnio.r Superintendent ot_ I"ogllcc “:'md téle Superi{ltendents i1
Police have been included. One senion B upé% 1‘nt(1:n ent of € is to be
inatcd by Government. I wguld ‘31}ggest, I, that jt would 1  Sufficre. )
Romlf; . one Superintendent of Police Was mominated jp the Ofimis 1
i«ir;;)irr]l Yin item (7i2) I find the inclus_ion 0‘1 the Supel‘lntcn.din Engineer lctoee.
= ed ard the Superintending Engineer’s hcadguarters 18 at Shillong If }?-
(-:Clnmember of the committee he is to go to Silchar to attend (e o he
;:nzcli the public exchequer has got to provide sufficient mone

y fOI‘ lliS trav
= Wit drd sdins o ) el-
ling allowance. What is the necessity dAlld Iyiha‘t is ;he busn}ess of the Supe-
rintending Engineer to be a member of the egiona _Commlttee > s
;lquqest that the Executive Engineer should be there insteaq of § ey

. e

ding Engineer. This would relieve us of the unnecessary exPCnditI?u-e.
Then, Sir, three non-official members are to be Nominated,
hould be ,threc only ? Public should get adc(:iqule:te representatio .
Zﬁicﬂy concerns public. As fhasl l_becu (s:t;i: I-ein}é utila'lulc?‘{l Abdy] Barj
3 T 1 [ public mone J 15¢ 1n h‘

audhury, a great portion of p ‘ i veia

g\:/lhof;gr bus}ill’lessjhas become very much popular angd Pecople are  jp.pect

. i ] S . . - nVGSt‘
ight and lelt in this business. 1 then,for}e]?uggﬁist 1}}12.11; greater o i lnogf
ié?"")qc"l‘a'ion i sl e local bodie \/\lfﬁg Com}fction I shoulg
..‘.' . L] - S 1 2 > muSL
: to suggest the inclusi o~ &, e
;1}113(;6]1](0“ i \_,grgy lamentable that according to the Present Presenteq
ere,

A X ) arran €ment
1 bodies have got no control over the motor traffe isgreaHy

loczitouS that although the motor traffic rung mostly

curs <

: On the roadg of the
local bodies the latter have got no say in  the

matter. Even in
Motor Associations which have been formed by local authoritjes the local
Is) 1
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'_Mpflit{fé '!.-i"‘{f‘_ it ’N"’M ‘,'wi»_run A swﬂ C i bogs 9 teall g brzerriess IHL‘," d l
would assert that the local bodies must be represented .,.B‘”& u\. : an 3
Al Sad itex such com-

mittees,
[hen with regard to the suggestion which the conference have -a

license (o drivers, ! ‘-m:vﬂuﬂtﬂ bring a practical
Hon. lf« use. It has ’ll‘v('('nu sng;{r:ﬁrd, Sil’. that
—professional and private and that no person

regarding .",J-‘imli”’-f ol
difficulty to the notice of the
licence should be of two kinds

shall drive a motor vehic le as a paid employee unless  he holds a licence
Up till now, Sir, there was a practices that those drivers who used to )l;
l"l‘,'"“(‘ll as !nn'luﬂr‘wuxnzu,!ﬂ l]n i‘u"(’l"‘ l )

private cars were not re
" The Hon’ble Maulavi
The hon. member is Wrong.
Maulavi ABDI,R RA!IMAN Now .u!'(‘(n'gﬁ”;: to the ]"'('5(""{ tulc
only a driver who is employed on remuneriation is regarded as  professional
driver no matter whether he is simply engaged in driving a pri\';ucn car
In this case, Sir, supposc [ maintain a private car and I have got a Sc‘r\';mt.
and he has sufficient training to do the work, if he is to apply for a licence it
will be for prnl'c-suiun:xl licence. Under rule 3 prolessional licence has been
made =0 difficult to obtain that it will be very difficult to get it unless he is
very proficient in this respect. Here I }‘*’“"M suggest that it 1 am the owner
of the car and if T apply for a private licence, I should get it on easy term
There are other drivers who are getting Rs. 125 or Rs.150 per mensem an(i
they are ],r(,f}-sginn:xl drivers. I have heard the other day that Mr. Saikia's
driver wanted to obtain a ]n‘nh'.czsumnl licence......

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]LL 5 Are we to understand, Sir
that salary should be the criterion for dlst.mgumlnnu drivers ? - .

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : (.:Tl“"'i"’”,Sl”m](I be responsibility.  In
private cars the responsibility is not so great as in service cars......

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Sir, will not the hon.
member have an r)pportunity of discussing :Ell these things at the time the
rules are taken clausc by clause when my friend can table amendments ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Here the hon. member indicates the

principles which he wants to press. L
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Ihis is the practical difficulty which I
am pressing and I hope my friends will admit that. With these observa-
tions, Sir, 1 conclude to-day and 1 hope the hon. members will very

carefully table their amendments. '
Mrx : ENNERHASSET [ : Mr. Speaker, Sir, it appears to

me that thc whole of this morning’s .discus_;sion has been: divided: into#twe
parts, namely, criticism of the form 1n which we have received the report of
the Joint Conference O

f both Houses, and material which ought properly to
provide substance for amendments. We_from these Benches, Sir, agree that
s somewha

Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

t imperfect and difficult to understand. It can, how-

the report i ;
ever, be understood and we are prepared to accept it.

When the conference of Joint Houses was decided upon, it was agreed

rt to this somewhat unconventional but convenient way

that we should reso 1
of doing things in order to expedite business, and there was a tacit under-
standing that the findings of the conference should be generously actepitd

by both Houses. .

In view of that, Sir, may I please be permitted to beseech hon
members of this House to submit as a few amendments as OSSib]t;
so that we may be able to dispose of this matter during this veryp short

session ?

”
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I begin to reply to the various suggestions and
criticisms, T would like to touch upon only one point which my hon. friends
~—both Mr, Mookerjee and Mr. Whittaker brought to the notice of the
House, i.e., the inconvenient nature in which the report has Leen submitted
before the House. My hon. friend Mr. Mookerjee—who has credit enough
to be about indispersable in almost every Committee that wvas ever
couvened and who attended the largest number of Committee meetings—
should not have complained about the for.m in which the report ofbthe
Joint Conferenc: has been submittcd.' It 1s in the Asscmbly Department
where the reports of the Committees are generally  received in the
same fashion as this and changes magie in thc_ -Selcct Committee are
placed against the original, i.e., on one side t.he ariginals are published and
on the other the amendments.  This is done in the office of the Assembly
and not in the Secretariat. ‘

For a variety of reasons which I need not dilate heve, e had to it
early in May for about five days. Almost all the members worked very hard
in order to finish a large number of rules and to make their recommenda-
tions. It took the Secrecary, who is not a lawyer or accustomed to the work
a considerable time to draft the report with the help of the notes taken
down by the stenographers. :

We appointed two stenographers to record the discussions of the Joint
Conference ; but unfortunately, within the first day of the Conference the
daughter of one of the stenographers died and he had to absent himself from
the work.  So, the entire amount of work of recording the discussions for the
remaining days devolved on one stenographer. He continued taking down
notes but had hardly time to transcribe them. Had there been two men,
one would have got time to transcribc_a wh{le the qthcr was taking down notes.
Thercfore, the Secretary took much time in drafting the report with the help
of shorthand notes of one stenographer. When the report was placed Lbefore
the hon. members, some of them refused to sign it, as the drafting was not
very happy. As I mentioned yesterday, some of the suggestions since made
by some hon. members to mal.{e the recommendations more intelligible had
better be accepted. That is another reason why the report fwas " ngt
ready earlier. N

Then again, Sir, the report had to be sent to different member living
in different places, e. g., it had to be sent to Mr. Mookerjee in the Sylheot
district, where to reach by post, it took three days instead of three hours,
as it had to go via Gauhati, Lumding, Badarpur and Kulaura, -We know
that Mr. Mookerjee, who is a very busy man, has got to g0 out of the
station very often, and it was not likely that the report signed by him would
reach the Assembly office in time to be redrafted and printed. Ag g matter
of fact, I ordered that Mr. Mookerjee’s copy should be sent to him by a
special messenger and not by post, but the Secretary sent it by post as early
as possible.  Similar was the case with Mr. Gawthl‘QP who lives at Dibru-
garh. 1In this way, the report came to the Assembly office at such a time
that I myself received it only on the 29th czlf 11)\/121){1 fI am sorry, Sir, that the
hon. members have been mconverilence 2 yt 'Tl orm in whlch the report
has ben placed before them. But I l'OPlSl, tf cy will devote a little more time
in going through it and make it intelligible for their own Purpose.

I am obliged to my hon. friend Maulavi Abd.ul Bari Ghaudhury, who
of all persons—coming as he (_ioes‘ from SunamganJ, where there is only one
motorable road connecting it with SY]het_——tQO.}{ S0 much trouble in going
through the rules. He not only sent us bis criticismsg for discussion in the
Joint Conference but also has now very elaborately supplemented the same.
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#la rwrcaele By 1114 'y o i - -
v other hon. [riends—Maulavi

*
. F8te

On his sponsor, we received rema
'I\:iul‘n-unm;ui M.uﬂml Hw-.,;u_m Chaudhury and Mawlavy  Abdur Rahman.
lhcy miust not think that we have g2 yrec] iy w1114 g suoTestons

'Sir, the first argument advanced by iy hon friend Maulavi Abdul
Bari Chaudhury is that the Conferenes looked into the smaller frics but did
not take note of the big fish. Prine ipally, he quarrels with the Joint Cans
ference in respect of matters connected with  s~ction 44 of the At
Although 1 have great respect for the Jegal acumen of mv hon H'z;irnd—ii_\[au.
lavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury-~1 she uid say that sections 41 and 68(2) have not
rmly ('f,tll‘.'i:.(“f‘fl !lu‘)‘_f».f'“ but alse my hon collesierues 10 the Iuint Confe-

the actual constitntion of the Provincial’and

rence that the lmr'-.:v.mwl, oOr,

Regional Transport Authorities are bevond the juricdiction of the I.cgislature.

and he seems to argue that because it

¥

He referred especially 1o so tion 6
contains the word “terms’, therciore, he thinks that “‘terms” includes
e But on a construction of the word, it will be

“personnel” or “principles
seen that “terms’” does not mean “personn -1 but it means whether they
should be remuncrated, how they should be reimbursed and things of that
sort. The section gives powcr 1o the Provincial Government to make rules
for the purpose of carrying into

Sub-section (2)(a) reads thus:

«Without prejudice to the g,’x'l't"l’;tiil}' of the foregoing power, rules
ander this scction may be made with respect to all or any of the following
matters, namely :—

(a) the period of appointment and the terms of appointment of and the
conduct of business by Regional and ’.l’rn\-‘lnf ial ‘I'ransport Authorities and
the reports to be furnished by them 5

The fact that the word ‘pf'rsulmf:l’ is not ln('l.llinl!(,'.l] there, but the rules
are contemplated to lay down period of appointment and  the terms 0
appointment clearly show that the individual appointments are not left to
the rules but it is to be r('g_gulutr,:cl by section 11 of the Act, which definitely
makes it the concern of the Provincial Government and not of the Legisla-
ture. He thinks that Bengal and the Punjab have differently interpreted
this section, but my hon. friend Mr. Whittaker has already explained that
it is not so. As a matter of fact, we have not only the model rules issued

ler the Indian Motor Vehicles Act before

by the Government of India unc the :
us but also the rules of other Provincial Governments. And Mr. Whitta-

ker has pointed out that Bombay, United Provinces and probably Madras
have not got this constitution on the rules as such.

Then, as regards the constitution, various hon. members have said that
the Hon’ble Minister of the Home Department ought not to be the Presi-
dent of the Provincial Transport Authority and here, as requested by my
hon. friend Mr. B. Mookerjee, T pul)hc]y- declare that he had urged the
same point in the Joint Confercnce, both in the open session as well as in
private talk, that it would not look well of the Prime Minister to be a mem-

Authority and he further requested that

ber of the Provincial Transport .
Assam should also follow the constitution ol Bengal, ¢. e., to have a Secretary

rather than a Minister as Chairman.

This matter was thoroughly discusscd by the hon. members in the
Joint Conference and T will be giving out no_ secret when T say that the
view-point which was wrged by my hon. friend, the leader ol the FEuropean
Group, m the Joint Conference was found o be based on reason and was
th?r?fore. accepted. He advanced the uvgument that there ought to be a
Minister-in-charge because the Assembly often table questionsC and gi've

effect the provisions ol the Act.
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: and even \-"(‘.Sl’(‘l‘(l(l)"\\’(‘. had nf‘ .n({t",?lc' ;:"&. agzo:r:'r::;:;s:
notices ofreso]u.ru,mS, ax dministration of the Motor ¢ “(l‘ o f“ :
motion concer l_“n"ft.ql(' «‘1 ort Authority. So, ”".{m oug it ito “ smllff.“(‘;‘e ‘]g
by the Provincial ll‘u-l]'\lp| > able to give  replies to all ”"M; ,O‘” il

1e Legislature who will he P it reason and it was accepted by aj]
the Legi: I think this is a very coger 7 he next question comes, whe
knowledge. f the Joint Conference. _1\“’,“." L anA 'moritv as also the
the members o! t,.](b‘(-L of the Provincial I'ranspon f] U) e ‘lc(of rubnse
should be the.m‘_’;ﬂ ise.  Now, Assam has adol)tf:d rl ]»(; l ll)o]}c}:* De dartment
member of this Hou 'I‘jeparl‘mcnl under the TQI\DO ’ t-t]ncwnt miuht ‘}to b
the M;’mlcf\(:;:“(;llf: I\Iinis.vr-i[ﬂ-Ch“"-'*""’t (){l\ntl]:l(-jri(»v‘—l)‘lﬂ is thoré?m'(t in tilz:;~
there : rovinelal "1-;mspm‘ & A assure- ra ;
;:ﬂ‘.cinl)er of tll(f IPI:O!;;:;‘ lm be the Chairman. . lI Cg:}v‘;::‘mé‘ﬁs ():;;Fl‘(\]t(‘ntc])(s:;nenf
connection tlml...‘ P to that nor have I timc R that' ATn Umrl). (',“
that I ”C't}.lcr .l?g\']l((mw business and (‘vcrynn("l\n'(’n]\STr{m )o;'t Authr)(x)-li]tbrl y
find that it is :u;;l‘l‘_l(.h‘g the works of the l)rq\'l,il(:l‘l(joml(ni;ZIfee are re lli}l"ed
over-worked. tt‘bm};mllc:mues‘ members of t lfAL‘l'th()ritieS ;md thereq have
along with two ()sider the ﬁpp(‘.als from Regiona If you think that any other
en a very l o > a better su 3 5, 1: . =
Ilzleoh:ble }I;dltn;féesﬂ]‘(;[lllldl);?lso be in ch:u‘gc\ofs (;11111(:3 (l) 1(.)1111(::; lﬁg};m }?;EQESWhICh
- him, but shi business. As . N8
i the Motor Vi e 0 5 Someng 5 e, Misia
entioned here lomcnt in Assamg qccld(‘s e : ?L'” te Trip lnm"a
;r; the I)l‘eSCIEt()x‘Ii?\r the Board of I\/Ilmscticrs ELSBaIt1 A?I)Ill’flya 2'1)' rllletf:a will
Transport Auth e set aside ~his or crs; : u Y <
r{(;t harz’e the ?0?1113%80t1‘0013ini(m of my H(mll))%c Cl‘ﬂ“ﬁaglulelsns ){)rtan}z o
have not got bEqumI only a member in the 1 10\?1_6 ‘als;) (mt}mbcrs b
say, Sir, that ;nerllbcré of this 1"Iousc, -\;rllo toL el you s
and t..'hO.SCI l:‘](‘)l{;.nsp()rt Authority, 1\\f1}11rr!;fél ;;\)/ fl]'ljori[y of Votes
> cia . r and c: Nt e e
tlhri(l)l\‘;:r;S diS:Lg(s)(:‘g :1[;?0;;%1331ger the business in the Provineia]
resence . .
Kl};tllzority- friend Mr. Mookerjce u.rged the same g asr hf_lve been
My hon. IIC1 friends that it will lower the prestige of th
urged by some Ot-(]ier*s are reviewed by the Revenue Tribuna], L, Sir,
Minister, if his 011~ o H‘Omc to decide this matter, T Personall il
I will leave it to (tllC shall be reviewed by the Revenue Tribuy
mind that my ot {C_lrss mfe reviewed by this House as well.  If €an  subm;e
sometimes my 0“'13 ‘e in the Assembly, 1 do not know why T shoulq
107 masters here hter). My hon. friend Mr. Abduy] Barj Chay 3
to d the other one (Laug hter). e urged that local bodjes QUEHE f¥ea1s7
min Mr. Abdur Rahman have nre ds in greater Dumber of
as well as ses run on Local Boards® roads i 5 11, Sj :
represented as bUbes- Works Depﬂrtmem.mads' ‘NL, o i t_h.e 1228
than the Pubhg ional and Provineial Transport AUthOl‘ltles will be
ggistitution of the 1\Cg11015mforda period and when the next term
. w according to rules nsideration. ; ,
?}ficsdsl?ggcstion will be takCIéSltrCl(ti CS?r, that the.regmns in Assam _are too
Then, it has b_een Slxglg three. My hon.. friend Suggests thz_lt 1t should
small in number, 2. €5 -O;rg The constitution Of these Auﬂ]orlties
be increased by two , the public exchequer and if there 1
some expenditure fr e enditure, T heard from the lips of ™y hon, friend
there will be greater C};Il:;at he is against increasip Cxpendl_ture of s
Mr. Abdur Rahman me time he said that the Mot_or Vehicles Depart.
Depart]merll(;. beﬁifthiisacharge of a Special Magistrage m each
ment shou -

L headquater
aps that we shall have to recry;jt a Special Officer in
i 'bat mea
stations. Tha

al,
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ac'.ldiciun to the District Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police. So,
his suggestion will be more costly than our  present asrangement. Mr.
Abdul Bari Chaudhury prefers that the appx ll.ete authority should be a
Board of Ministers, whereas Mo Magbul Hussian Chaadhbury ‘does not.
Lastly, Sir, Mr. Abdul Bari Chaudhury had made various sugestions.
My hon. friend wants that the fith  Schedule should be  omited. « He
suggests that it should be taken out ol the operation of Chapter IV. This
will devolve upon the Local Government, but it will be wultra vires of the
Indian Motor Vehicles Act.  One suggestion is to take out the power of
licensing and permitting  1rom the hands of the Provincial Transport

Authorities. The hon. member says that, according to him, rule 63 i L
repugnant to the Act. He did not elaborate his point. 1 do not sce any :
reason why it should be repugnant It savs:  “‘When a Regional Transport

Authority has in the exercise ol its powers under the  Act imposed a liit
upon the number of permits of any class which may be granted for a specl
fied route or a specified area _.':uul has ;uﬂnlv.ul\g L{l'.‘lllI‘rfl such number of
pcrmils of that class, the Authority may decline to receive further npplica-
tions for such pt:rmil&t in respect of any such route or fu‘ru.' On the (?thcr
hand it exactly follows the powers that have been given to the Regional
Transport Authority.

; nféia)ulavi ABD{JL BARI CHAUDHURY : I referred to section 57 of
the Act. . .

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
1t savs that the Regional I'ransport Aut.lun_‘lly shall givg rcasons for rcfusa'l.
«When a Regional Transport Authority refuses an {l]_)ph(:i'ltiun for a .pcrmlt
of any kind, it shall give to the applicant in writing its reasons for the
refusal”. ) . ) ) .

Mr. Rahman has complained that in certain matters in which some
eminent lawyers were employed they werc not given a hearing. I cannot
understand how that can be, for, unrlcr.th(: Act, the entire business of
these bodies are to be done in presence ol l.lxc‘partlcs.' It is to lye an open
hearing. Anybody has a right to object.  Sub-section (5) of section 51
says: ““When any representation such as 1s refcrr‘cd to in sub-section ( )
is made, the Regional Transport Authority shall dispose of the ap}?llcatlon
at a public hearing at which the applicant and the pt}rson'makmg the
representation shall have an o[‘:}’)g)rtll,l,llly. of ]{Cmg heard cither 1n persoh ol.‘
by a duly authorised representative. Sub-section (6) of this section says:
3 s - the Regional Transport Au'thorlt.y may take any such steps as it
considers appropriate for the hearing of lhc” representation in the presence
of any persons likely to be affected thercby”.  When an application for a

permit is refused the Authority shall give to the applicant in writing its rea- }

sons for the refusal. T do not know why my friend’s clients were not heard.

My hon. friend wants that the headquarters of the Surma Valley
Regional Transport Authority should be tr ansferred to Sylhet from Silchar.
In the Joint Conference also Mr. Mookerjee tried hard for it. We went
into this matter fully and have found that if we bring the office to Sylhet,
it witl mean an additional Police Superintendent to be put at Sylhet 1n
charge of Motor Vehicles. The work of Police Superintendent at Sylhet 15
very heavy and as such one additional Supcrintendent will have to be put
at Sylhet in charge of the complicated rules of the Motor Vehicles Depart-
ment alone. Therefore to avoid extra expenditure the headquarters should
be at Silchar. If at any time the public feel great inconvenience on account
of the location of the office at Silchar the matter will be considered.

I think I have mentioned the other points that have been raised by my
friends.  Maulavi Maqgbul Hussain Chaudhury has e hasised that the

) qbu uss b4 mphasised tha

whole Motor Vehicles Department has been brought under police control.

I e e e o &
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When the Motor Vehicles Taxation Act of Assam was passed in 1936
and the administration was left to local bodies and the District Officers, the
realisation of the tax and the administration of the Act was very lax. The
Income from the Act at that time was in the neighbourhood of 1} lakhs.
Then it was transferred to the Police Department, and the Police
Department was so vigilant that the income has gone up to 33 lakhs.  Most
of this income goes to the local bodies. Therefore under the administration
of this department by the Police the local bodies have been benefited more
than before. When there has been svch a great improvement and when the
question of the safety of passengers is concerned, it is better that the dep;lrt-
ment should be under the Police.

Now my hon. friend Mr. Rahman may not yaluc h.is life. But I
value his life very much. 1 cannot allow him to jeopardise his life by
travelling in a car driven bv an inexpert driver. If any one wants a dliving
licence to drive smncl)n(lgf else, the man must‘l)c tu_llv conversant in the
art of driving and know a little ol‘nwc]mnism_ "l hcrc;lnrn 1 ‘lmpc Mr. Rah-
man should not grudge Rs. 5 which s the lnuiul Jicence fee of his driver,
I think my hon friend was under a 1nisupprvhmlsmn.; any one who drives
for some body else for 1emuneration, a professional licence -\\'.l“ be required
in his case. When we find {rom experience that the adm.lmstration of the
Motor Vehicles Depa: tment by the police has been conducive to the better
regulation of the Act and better realisation has resulted therefrom, we
should continue with it. Now, the Motor Vehicles Department will
be in charge of the Police Department and the public wi.ll get an advantage
out ol this, because all kinds of licensing and registering will he done in
onc department. When a car has been registered pro; erly and if al| the
work is done in the same department, it will save trouble to the public
and the ad ministration will be better looked after.

Therefore, Sir, in the fitness of things the Police Department ought to
be both the Licensing Authority and the Registering Authority. © The
suggestion that the District Magistrate should do it was considered thorough-
ly from every point of view but the Joint Conference -recommended thjs.
My hoa friends said that in Bengal, excepting the city of Calcutta, the Dis-
trict Magistrate has been made the Licensitg Authority, In Bengal the
work  of the Police is much heavier than in Assam Thank God, we have
not got the same terrorist movement to deal with, the same activities of the
revolutionaries and ¢ mmunists as they have in Bengal. The hands of the

Bengal Police are full, therefore they have not been entrusted with this
work.

A voice :—What about the Punjab ?

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
Punjab is worse. The greatest number of dacoities are committed in the Pyp.
Jab. So, Sir, on the whole the balance of adVant?ge 1s to leave the matter inp
the hands of the police. My hon. friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman complain-
ed of police zoolum regarding a certain case in the Habiganj town He thinks
that great zoolum was committed. If he were present yesterday, | would
have told him in reply to his questions that the man Complained of had
seven convictions and all that the Subdivisional Police Officer <aiq
the owner of the bus was that as this man had seven prey;
he would not renew his licence to drive a bus ; he would
with the safety of so many passengers ; the owner mighg cmploy him for
driving goods’ lorry. The man ‘INQS ,d?ba“ed only from driving public
stage carriages ; he was allowed to have licence to drive contractors’ Jorries,
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.—. sk, b A | RN ife i “a ily.al 1334 my ghp !vn'u“p ’ .
duty in order fo save the lives of the pasicngers entruste i to hilc "‘t‘iril\}‘;fl"
( Hear, hear) If that man had been tanocent, there would have l)(:cll so:nég_
lhlng for the hon. mombers to s:33% l 3

4 poice -—But the ground on which the licen ‘ .

B sed A < e ’ [NC Erouna ol Wikticil L8 leence was refused was quite
different. 1

The Hon’ble Maulavi S;-{i}"i(l Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
I g0 l)y my r('(‘nr(l‘;, that 1s what I have got in the hle. ) !
I will finish with onc word more, Sir, anid that i1s the contention of my
hon. friend Mr. Mookerjee that the Report in parts, is ambiguous, and that
was the proper meaning of rule 63. I think my

he could not find out what w
hon. friend is arguing for argument vike.  The original rule 63 has got

five lines of which the first line is ©°A permit cannot be claimed as of right™
The Report says “Rule 63——now re-numbered as ‘Rule 64°. The wards
‘a permit cannot be claimed as of right' are deleted, and the following
words are Sl.ljsli«llh(l. ,,,,,,,,, . The context "ﬂ«'.ll'h' shows what is Sul}-
stituted for what. 1 do not know why my hon. friend could not understand
this. The .]uinl Conlecrence l’h‘vl_ﬂf_i” that the \'-'uu,l,s, “The ‘l‘r;mspor(
Authority may refuse an application for a permit without assigning any
reason” were better tharn the words deleted. T'he next four lines remain
in the rule.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :  As a matter of {act, so far as
I remember these words were not substituted for this purpose. 1 always
insisted on that a hearing must be given in all cases; and 1 was given to
understand that nothing could be ‘!”"1" ‘-*'i"]“”” giving a proper hearing.
1 was never a party Lo this, Sir, as 1t 18 against the provision ol the Act.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid -Slx" MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
We have considered that. Under sub-section (7) ol scction 57 of the Act the
Trangport Authorities have to give reasons why a permit has been  refused.
Therefore we thought that (his change will suflice.

Lastly, Sir, I submit, as Mr. Blennerhassett has said, that when the
Joint Conference was formed there was a tacit understanding  that the con-
‘ference, which would represent all sections of the House and which would
contain an equal number of members from both the Houses, was formed for
the speedy disposal of these rules, so that they may be disposed of in the
same session. Therefore the hon. {ncm])t?l‘s should not table amendments
unless they are of vital importance for t’llp safety of the public or for the
better management of motor traffic. The amendments should not touch
on minor details, so that we can have these rules adopted by the House as

early as possible. :
The Hon’ble the SPE
<“That the Assam Motor
Conference of both the Houses

AKER : Order, order. The question is:
Vehicles Rules, 1940, as reported by the Joint
be taken into consideration.”

The question was adopted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I understgmd from the speeches that
have been delivered by the hon. members in this debate that they have
practically understood the contents of the whole report. I think the Govern-
ment have accepted practically all the recommendations of the Joint Confe-
rence. Now Government will have (O send in notice to the Assembly
Department of the motions embodying these  recommendations, and
from the motions which would be tabled by Government, hon. members
will understand what really the recommendations of the Joint Conference
a.re.t The gther 1honl.d members will also have the right to table amend-
ments, an as to th e z 1

ments’by 5 vl to-rnorr(:) VI;I'ousc, yesterday, they _may table their amend-
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -

Will it be necessary for Government to table separate amendments for each

0 the recommendations ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, because there may be amend-
ments to the amendments suggested by the Conference. Government
amendments will be put practically as substantive motions, other hon.
members will table amendments to these motions, That was done in Bengal.
There all the amendments were put in the form of motions. It would be
convenient if Government frame their own motions first. The Assembly
Secretary will show the manner in which motions are to be framed and the
Secre ary of the Department concerned will have no difficulty in framing the
motions and send them to the Assembly Department in time, so that they
may be printed and placed before the House day after to-morrow. This
finishes the business of the day.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Will you please extend the time for
receiving amendments to 3 p.M., Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It will be very difficult for the Assembly
Department to examine them and send them to Press to be printed ip
time for being placed before the House at 11 A.. on the following day.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Can you not extend it up to 1 P.M
at least ? ¥

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well, the hon. members will he
able to table amendments up to 1 P.M. to-morrow. A

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May I request you to
remind the hon. members of the object with which the onference with
equal number of ..embers from both Houses was constituted.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That has been sufficient]y explaineq
by  Mr. Blenne:hassett and also by the Hon’ble Prime iniste
There was really a tacit understanding that the recommendation of t(if.
Conference should be accepted by this House as well as by the oth ff
House. Of course, the members did not thereby lose their right to tabcil
amendments in order to press their own particular views ; but gener He
the House should see that the recommendations of the Joint Cc?nfer .
are accepted and nothing beyond that is done, so that Governmemmlce
not be in any difficulty in having the recommendations that may be ma
by this House, accepted by the other House. Made

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Sir, as regards Rule 5
do not know whether we will be allowed to table amendments, 2

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. members will be ;
liberty to table amendments. Of course, it will be for the House ¢ qmte- ot
whether they will accept the legal interpretation that has been o decide
the members of the Joint Conference on the strength of the 1Cgalg1vf{n_b
obtained by them. I the member who tables an amendment tq OPinion
the constitution of the Transport Authority succeeds in indugrescmbe
members to believe that the interpretation, given by the legal eXpertng the
was accepted by the members of the Conference was not correct t:hWhlch
course, he will have his amendment carried. So, as I pointeq Ol’l ¢ iIl of
day, the point that will have to be discussed by this Hoyga Vo
whether a particular matter is within the jurisdiction of this ould he
outside it. So every member would be quite at !1ber.ty to table
and it will be for the House to accept 1t or reject it, Jf the I
with the interpretation that has been given by the Governm
section 44 of the Act, the House will reject the amendment and iflﬁlnt under
does not agree with the members of the Gonference, then the amei(i?:;‘:

will be carried.
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Khan Bﬂhadtu* Maulnvi KERAMAT ALI: Wil vou allow the
amendments if they are ultra vives prima facie ?
The Hon’bla the SPEAKER: Who is to decide the questw
ultra vires ? It is purely a legal nterpretation of a particular provision
particular Act. g)xt is for the House to decide whether the partic
interpretation given by the Government or by the Gonference should B

acccPtcd or not. .
This finishes the business of the day. Therciore I adjourn the House

to 11 AM. day after to-morrow.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 A on Thursday, the 5:

June, 1941.
SHILLONG . A. K. BARUA,

The 5th Fuly, 1941. Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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APPENDIX ¢
The 8th May 1941.

No.1259-L.S.-G.—In exercise of the powers conferred by - scction 296

- . - / section 330 (
of the Assam Municipal Act, 1923 (Assam Act I of 1923), as SL\R)CS?(;L:;%II\?
amended the Governor of Assam is pleased to make the following amend

. . . - .. Municipalities : E . e -
ments in the account rules for ST published with Notification
1041-E., dated the 8th March 1924,

No. 6122-L.S.-G., dated the 30th November 1925,

AMENDMENTS

Insert the following as new rules :—

47-A. . . . -y

T All teachcr-s shall submit their salary bills within the first 3 days
of the month following that for which they are due in such form as mav
from time to time, be approved by the Director of Public Instruction. 2

In the case of schools within a Sub-Inspector’s Circle the submissi
shall be to the Sub-Inspector, in other cases, to the Deputy Insptlascstlgf
The Sub-Inspector or the Deputy Inspector, as the case may be shaﬁ

£)

check and countersign the bills and transmit them without delay to the
Municipal Board " T '
Town Committee for payment. The Deputy Inspectors shall check, after

payment, a percentage of the bills countersigned by the SUb-Inspectors

Payment shall be made promptly by the Boards

__ Boards
. Town Committees 20d as early
in the month as possible.

In the case of teachers under training, the Sy eri
< nt
Normal or Training School shall draw up the sa,ll : endent of the

ary bill on the last day of the
o0 Municipal Board
| h and shall send it direct to the = L
mont Town Committee who shall make pay-
ment by money order without countersignature or re-audj
Inspector or Deputy Inspectors of Schools. AL AT L

If the NOIIIlal () Iraining School is situated \Vithill the j isdi
- uris i )
Boar J dlCthIl of

Tows Comaitios the payment may be made by drawing cheques
of the Superintendent of the Normal or Training Schools.

the e
in favour

47-B. 3 47-A
i Subject to rule TR the Deputy Inspecfor shall check all education

Board.
Town Committee.

bills payable by the
C.B. C, PAINE,

Govt. of Assam in the Egy. & LSgcrfgzryDZb Itftizf
=G S,

A. G. P, (L. A. No, 63—1234-2—8-7-1941.



