


Proceedings of the Ninth Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935

CORRECTION SLIP TO THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSp
:BATES (BUDGET SESSION OF Tir  coi "E_ASSEMBLY

DEBATES (BUDGET SESSION OF THE ASSEMBRI < ool
MARCH, 1941) EMBLY HELD IN

Correction Slip No. 2 of 1941

For the words ** The Hon’ble Maulavi Munawwar Ali replied
ever they occur below Unstarred questions, put and answered -du 2 (\ther-
1941 March Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly, substituze tl l\mb. =
« The Hon’ble Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia replied . 1€ words

(File No.As.-17-L.A. of 1941.]

SHILLONG : AL K. BARUA,

The 15th July 1941. Secretary, Legislative A ssembly, Assam

A. G P. (L,A,) No.85—500—16-7-1941.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY

asked :

*307. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) If any attempt was made to introduce Handlo
the Subdivision of Sunamganj ?

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state how
looms are working in each of the Thanas
division ?

om Industry in

many hand-
of that Sup.

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

107. (a)—Yes.
, (b)—1It is not possible to give the exact number of looms ;
Thana without a detailed enquiry and this will take a great deal Sc:? t?aCh
In general, I can say that the Department has so far introduceq 1011me.
shuttle looms in the Subdivision. There are also 66 country o f}y
working condition. ms in

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CH
May I know, Sir, whether Government made any enquiry aboﬁtUt?leIiJRY:
asked for ? € Nigures

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN: I did not thjpy it woul
any useful purpose to get the figures thana by thana. I have alreu;l serve
that 101 fly shuttle looms have been 1ntrodqo‘ed 1n the SUbdiVisi0n o ad y said
are also 66 country looms in working condition. nd “ there



QUESTIONS [257TH MAR.

It is my 100;’0 MU_HAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
- 25Ir, Whether it will serve any uscful purposc or not. It is
‘NIlnistQ »

s
TheH s - -
that. bl the SPEAKER : But Government are entitled to say

M : )
o 3:::13" MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
Y not mak, any enquiry ?

enquiry, onelxlw!)ll ])M;ss MAVIS DUNN : Ifthe hon. member wants an

€ made,
: Mau]aVi MU}I.AMMAD AMJAD ALI: Would it matter very much
}f o n(';mbc'r of looms that are working in the subdivision were enquired
2030 theinformagion supplied to the hon. member ?

The Hon’py .  em s 3 and the -
i : . a matter of inion and the ques
tion also is not cfé the SPEAKER : It is 2 matter of opinio

arly put.
{ M ALI: May I draw your attention
to the fact thay tthAMMAD AMJAD

matter was specifically asked for in the question ?
'l:.'lie H‘)n’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member did not put his
question clear]y > 80 the point was not perhaps understood.

: Question 107(4) clearly
M AMJAD ALI: O); 1 10 R

om??mnzt bg thana in the subdivision. May I
know why it v not enquired into ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The number of looms working in the subdivision has  been given.  What
was wanted wag the numbclr %f looms thana by thana and the (.:lo?/cr.mn-cnt
reply was that it would take a great deal of time and that with the time at
the Governmeng’g disposal that could not be done. If the hon. member

wants that information it will be obtained and communicated to him.
3

Reports of the Examiner of Local Accounts on Habiganj Municipality

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS asked :

*108. Will Go o lay on the table the last report
vern t be pleased to lay o :
of the Examine, of Llc;cgiegccolfnlzs on Habiganj Municipality ?

*109. wiy Government be pleased to state

(@) Whether any notice was served upon the Chauyma.n or ar_lglr
Mmember of the Board on the strength of the sai
Xaminer’s report ? '

(6) If S0, what are the grounds of notices, what are the replies

and what actions have since been taken ?

3 v - .

. 1&[10‘. (@) Are Government aware that the administration of the Habj-
gan) Municipality i not satisfactory ?

tt 2 (b) If S0, dO Government prOpOSC to takc immediate aCtion on the
matter :




1941 QUESTIONS 681

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI replied :

108.—Government do not consider that any useful pur
rate with the time and labour involved will be served bv
the report on the table. They will, however, be willing t¢
tion on points specified by the hon. member.

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS: Will Government please g )
the information ? Supply me

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN C
DHURI: If the hon. member wants and he alsq specifies on which
he wants the information, it will be supplied to him.

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR
CHAUDHURI replied : HUssAIN

109. (a)-—No notice was served but the Chairman and g membep
asked to explain their conduct in respect of the points noticed ip the re Were
T e Jort,

(b)—The first part of the question does not arige ;
has yet been taken, but the explanation, which has recent]y been 5
will be considered soon. ¢ receilved

Babu BIPIN BEHARI DAS: Willﬁthe Hon’ble Minister.
state what were the circumstances which led Government tq ser\rcel Please
the Chairman ? " Notice op

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUS
DHURI: No notice has been served. They had been askedSAIN CHAU_
about some points mentioned in the report. to explain

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know undep

of the Municipal Act the Chairman and a member of the
)}

POse commensu-
t laying copies of
O supply informa-

HAU-
pPoints

What

Board S€ction

to explain their action : ere agkeq
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSg

DHURI: For the information of the hon. member I may AIN CH A

done under sections 20 and 48 of the Municipal Act, oy that it WU-
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know what is ¢, -

these sections ? e Purpey

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR

DHURI : I have already referred to the sections and theUSSAIN C
may consult the book to find out the purport. hop HAu.

of

emph
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: May I know, Sir, the .. . iz
the explanation was asked ? ' Poingg on wh;
The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR gy o
DHURI: Under section 48 no Chairman or member of aB SAIN Q
except with the express permission of the local Government ard ; HAU-

. . 15
share in any contract business of profits to which the nic: to taEHOWed
This is the main point, Sir, on which the explanation haq be Pahty s X€ ap

€n 8 a
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Do we undersy, . - Ked. Party
Chairman was a party to the contract given by the Municip’ 1 Sir
alj

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR Ey:2
DHURI: It has been reported so. Us
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- Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May | know the nature of
thc Cases in Which thc I.JOC:‘.] (_J’()\’Cltl””"”l !M‘l‘”ﬂi""' ﬂ?glv (,ft“u meen 'ij ﬂhf’ I,H(-;l]
Boards to take contracts ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DH ¢ Irequire notice of that question, Sir,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it not a fact that the Chairman
was charged with several items like this ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI: It may be so, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know, Sir, what action

as since bheen taken on the explanation received from the Chair-
man ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSA‘IN' ()?IA}J-
DHURI : Sir, we have received the explanation  from the Chairman
during the present session and had no time to look into it.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Since then, may I know whether }th(f
Hon’ble Minister has gone through the explanation and  whether  he has
come to any decision ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHI_\I‘JI:
DHURI: Both the Secretary and myself were pre-occupied with  the wor
of the session and so we could not see the explanation.

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI replied : £

110. (a)—It has been reported to be unsatisfactory.

(6)—The matter will engage the attention of Government when

they are free from the pre-occupations connected with the session of the
Assembly.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know when it actually first
came to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI: 1t wasin August last.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: And when did he receive the report of
the Examiner of Local Accounts ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-

DHURI: In December last, if I remember aright.
. N[,aula}’i ABDUR RAHMAN - May I expect that the Hon’ble Min-
ister will finish the Iatter as early as POSSiblC ?

UBHURL i i MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI : Khan Sahib Maulavi

i es, L h ied that the matter will engage
the attention of the G ave already replied tha g

g overnment when they are free from the pre-occupation
connected with the session of the Assembly.

! -,l‘

o Gl o
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(to which answers were laid on the table)

Lengeri and Dani Chapories

Srijut KARKA DALAY MIRI asked :

157. (@) Is it a fact that the Lengeri and Dani Chapories in the Mji
chamara Mouzas of Golaghat Subdivision have been converted to a grazing
area by issuing notices on 23rd December 1940 to the Raiyots who have
been occupying the Chapories for nearly 10 or 12 years ?

(6) Ifso, will Government be pleased to state whether Government
have received any complaint from the Raiyots of those Chapories ?
(¢) 1If so, do Government propose to take any action on it ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN

replied :

157. (a)—Yes.
(b) & (¢)—Only 7 Miri families were found occupying 1.
these Chapories who were provided with land in  the newly Opbened
kati Chapori instead : they raised no objection at the time ang Nak-
ceedings were conﬁrn;lcd : objections received subsequent to this g
naturally not entertained.

Political Prisoners

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asked :

158. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether it i.s a fact that Government hav
to the Police to obtain the thumb
classes of prisoners ?

"so, will G : eg

(b) If_s , Will overllmgnt be pgcased to place the text
instructions on the table : of Such

(¢) The names of political prisoners who have beer

ine their Hiaml, totamesst b . -CIl calleq
give their thumb impressions by the Poljce » Upon tq

159. Will Government be pleased to state—

(¢) The names of the hon. members of the Assa
Assembly(z) who have courted lmpriSOHment
punishment awarded in each case, (i) the ol ar, () e
each such member has been placed ? ass ip

(b) What is the basis of classification of thege Prisoneps o

S ¢

(¢) Why punishments vary even when the offenc ’
identically the same ? . Committeq ;s

€ 1ssued instp

1mP1‘essi0nS of Uctiong

Cel‘tain
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The Hon’hle Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

158. (a)—No. The provision is included in the rules of the Assam

Police Manual as modified in January 1939,

imprisonment
Name Punishment Classification
1. Srijut Mohi Chandra 6 months’ simple imprison- A
Bora, m.v.A, ment under rule 38 of the
Defence of India Rules.
2. Srijut Paramananda Das, 6 months’ simple imprison- A
M.L.A, ment under rule 38 of the
Defence of India Rules.
3. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan, 6 months’ simple imprison- A
M.L.A. : ment under rule 38 of the
Defence of India Rules.
4. Srijut Debeswar Sarmah, 9 months’ simple imprisonment A
M.L.A.
5. Srijut Jogendra Chandra 4 months’ rigorous imprison- A
Nath, M.L.a. ment.
6. Srijut  Kameswar Das, 3 months’ simple imprisonment A
M.L.A. and to pay a fine of Rs. 25,
in default simple imprison-
ment for another month.
1. Snﬁi Sropinath Bardoloi, 1 year’s simple imprisonment... A
8. Sn.&ltL ABisshnuram Medhi, 1 year’s simple imprisonment... A
9, Mr. Fakhrudd- : P . .
in
i Ali 1 year’s simple imprisonment... A
10. Srijut i : .
rl‘g;r,G;?:lAKama Taluk- 6 months’ simple imprisonment A
11. Srij i i
mgdv:i.siddhl Nath Sarma, 6 months’ simple imprisonment A
12. Srijut Beliram Das, m.r.a. 3 months’ simple imprisonment A

(b)—Does not arise.

(¢)—1. Biresh Chandra Misra.
2. Abala Kanta Gupta.
3. Kaliprasanna Das.

4. Chittaranjan Das.
5. Jajneswar Das.
159. (a)—A statement is below

Statement of Hon’ble Members of the Assam Legislative Assembly courted

e oy g

4
1’. ,,,"y/»/.m i

P SRSRRNERIS PYTE S o iy il

s

o
=

it
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13. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda,
M.L.A.

14. Srijut Omeo Kumar Das,
M.L.A.

15. Srijut Lakheswar Barua,
M.L.A,

16. Srijut Mahadeb Sarma,
M.L.A.

17. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy,

M.L A,

18. Babu

19. Srijut Ghanashyam Das,
M.L.A.
20. Srijut Bepin  Chandra

Medhi, M.L.A.

21. Srijut Sankar Ch. Barua,

M.L.A.

22. Srijut  Rajendra
Barua, M.L.A.

23. Babu Harendra Narayan
Chaudhury, M.L.A,

24, Srijut Purna Ch. Sarma,
M.L.A.

(b)—The basis is laid down in rule

Vol. 1.

Dakshinumnj an
Gupta Chaudhury, M.L.A.

Nath

1

O

QUESTIONS

Punishment

yvear’s simple lmprison ment
and to pay a fine of Rs. 100
in default simple imprison.
ment for another month.

months’ simple imprison-
ment, :mgl to pay a fine of
Rs. 200, in dvl;}ult to simple
umprisonment for 3 months

1 year’s rigorous imprisonment

3

1

3

1

9

4

4

Simple imprisonment

Fined Rs. 200, and i

months’ rigorous Imprison-
ment, and to pay a fine of
Rs. 50, in default to simple
Imprisonment for one
month.

year’s simple Imprisonment

months’ simple imDI‘ison-
ment, and to pay 5 fine of
Rs. 100, in default simple
mmprisonment for two
months.

month’s simple impl‘ison-
ment, and to pay a fipe of
Rs. 100,- in d_etnult 3 monthg?
simple lmprisonment,

months’ simple IMprise,
ment, and to pay , Ihe 1'1.
Rs. 100, in defaylt 3 montloa
simple Imprisonment. a

months’ simple Imprisop
ment, and to pay a .
Rs. 50, in default 4

: 1 ¢ Wweekg
simple imprisonment. )

months’ simple Imprisg

ment, and to pay 5 fine n.
Rs. 20, in defaule gy Of
simple Inprisonment. e

day. for one

—
till rising of Court, Prisoneq

(¢)—1It is in the judicial discretion of the lvIagistrate

fine of

209 of the Assam Jail

685

Classification

A

A

A

Many,g
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Hhy Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Isit not a fact that Srijut
cbesvs(ar Sfir.n?ah who was first placed in A Division was f*'“ﬂﬁ’*"‘l“‘;'i‘l"
“placed in Division B ? ,

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: ‘There is
another sct.ofquestions on this subject, which I have answered in detail. But
§o.faras this question is concerned I may inform the hon. member that
1t 15 true that the District Megistrate placed Srijut  Debeswar  Sarmah in
Division B and the order was given effect to. Though he was rormally
placed in B Division, to all intents and purposes he was treated as an A
Division prisoner, and subsequently the Government  also passed an order §
placing him in A Division. 50 although formallv on paper he was placed
in B Division, as a matter of fact the privileges of an A Division were fully
accorded to him throughout.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: May I know in which Divi- 1
sion the trying Magistratc placed him ? < 1
The Hon'ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The R
trying Magistratc rccomm(:r‘ndcd that he should be placed in A Division,
but the District Magistrate interfered and placed him in B Division. Al
present he is in A Division.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE : Do all these A Division pris-
oners get equal facilities ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I remember some  other questions
were asked on this point. Are they being answered ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir, they are being answered and fuller details will be given.
3

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 'They are
all getting A Division treatment except that in some cases it has  not been
possible to provide the furniture required under the Rules for A Division
prisoners. In all other matters, they are getting the same  privileges as A
Division prisoners. L

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Am I to understand that no !
instruction has been given by this Government with regard to the punish-
ment awarded to political prisoners ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It is in the discretion of all trying
magistrates to award punishment. The Executive Government cannot
instruct a Magistrate as to how a particular person undergoing trial before
him is to be punished. Such a question should not ’be asked unless there are
sufficient grounds for assuming that Government g1ve directions to magis-
trates in t

he matter of punishments to be awarded.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
The question also does not arise.

Nowgong Sub-Registry office
Maulavi. MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN asked :

160. (2) Is it gdﬁag:t thlat in case of the number o_f documents exceeding_
5,000 a yearl, an additional sub-registrar is required for their registration ?
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(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state what actions Govern-
ment have taken so far, for _c]<»rputmg J.I: addxungul f;ul_)—x‘;'glstr:u‘ for the
registration of the documents in excess of 5,000 at Nuwgong 7

161. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The number of documents rchste-rcd in the _NO\\’g()xlg Sub.
Registry office, year by year during the last 5 years ?

(6) The names of the Registration offices in the province of Assam
which have the highest number of registered documents
during the last five years and the position of the N“'Wgong
Registration oftice in those years ?

162. (a) Are Government aware that munem{tlls documents presenteq
e . “ . ~e are t t ) X
for registration 1n t_hg Nowgong Sub-Registry ? ice  are being refuseq
y ilv in the month of February, 1941 for want of time, and that parties
dar I)I'Jng from long distances have to stay on, for two or three consecutjve days
COIY & . 5 [
eoistrs their documents
for the registration of

(b) If so, will Government b%: ] pleased to stapte what ﬂCtions, i
» taken to remove the said inconveniences ?
any, they have

163. Will Government be pleased to state whether they Propose to
1 uwta-nother additional sub-registrar on commission basis to the diStriCt
CFNongllg for 6 months, from September to February, of every ﬁ“aﬂci'ﬂ
O <

year P

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN replied :

160. (a)—The reply is in the affirmative.

b)—Government have decided to tr_ansl'e.r the Special 5
Registrar from Silchar to Nowgong to help in Registration work g alsoub.

do Inspection work and necessary provision for the Purpose has hee
ir;)thc next year’s budget subject to the vote of the chlslature.

161. (a) & (b)—Statements giving the information are shown below

n included

¢ showing the number of doczynents registered in the Nowoon )
Statempent i ¢ office during the last Jfive years. SUg Sub~Regzst-;y

Numb

Year dOCl_urf;notg
Tegistereq

1935 - - 5,834

1936 5,673 \

1937 6,361

1938 7,038

1939 8,033
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Statement showing the names of the Registration offices in the frovince of Assam with
the highest number of documents registered during the last five years and the
position of the Nowgong Sub-Registry office during those years.

Surma Valley Assam Valley
ear Name of Sub- Number of Year Name of Sul»- Number of
Registry office documents Registry office documents
registered registered
1935 .. Habiganj ~c 5,897 1935 .. Nowgong - 5,834
1936 .. Sylhet Sadr Joint 5,603 1936 i Ditto . 8 5,673
1937 s Ditto = 5,765 1937 5 Ditto ia 6,361
1938 2 Ditto o 5,432 1938 5 Ditto > 7,038
1939 o1 Ditto = 6,667 1939 S Ditto ;s 8,033

162. (a)—Some documents presented late were refused acceptance
during the month of February, 1941 on account of the heavy rush for
registration which was not possible for one registering officer to manage.
Such documents when presented for registration on the following day were
accepted. There is no information that parties coming from long distances
had to stay for 2 or 3 consecutive days for the registration of their documents.

(6)—The hon. member’s attention is drawn to reply to question

160(5* above.
163.—No.

Resolution to abolish the newly created branch of the Assam
g uE'd:cazioﬁ“ Service described as Class IIl and to transfer the
present staff of Assistant Lecturers of both the colleges to

Class II of the same.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : We shall now proceed with the dis-
cussion of the resolution* of Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee moved by him on
the 10th March 1941.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, there is an identi-
cal resolution in my name so I think I shall be failing in my duty if I do not
say a few words in support of this resolution. Sir, the grievances and diffi-
culties of these Assistant Lecturers have been very fully described by
hon. Mr. Mookerjee and Maulavi Amjad Ali. In fact hon. Maulavi
Amjad Ali read a petition submitted by the Assistant Lecturers. Consider-
ing that these Assistant Lecturers are recruited from  persons  having the
highest academic qualifications, in fact it has been ad mitted by the Govern-
ment in reply to some questions that some of them are brilliant scholars of
the University and also that they can very well act as Lecturers in the
Department in which they work and that they have to do exactly the same
nature of work as is done by the Lecturers, I do not see any reason why they

*This Assembly is of opinion that Government do take immediate steps to abolish
the newly created branch of th(_: Assam Education Service described as class III and to
transfer the present staff of Assistant Lecturers in both the colleges of the Province who are

now in class IIT of the service to Class II of the same,

i/

t
¢
i

i Tt W s
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i inferior cadre. Anyway, if it is desirable that a
should be placed lnu?‘:_;(int%'ll)zlC:T:;cll(‘éd for them I do not think such a vast
sc.pamte.d?sstlls 4rccclalc of pay is justified. Besides, it should be noted that
e e f lIcivsinrr is hiéh and is going up on account of war conditions.
the C?St.l (;n Sylhet, the College is situated at a long distance from the
S ‘:11 'y thés)c/’ Ass’iqtant Lecturers stay-in the town they have 10 provide
S ail.. o ith some s;ort of conveyance to go to the College. _Sir, I do
e \ifsl\v umber of these Assistant Lecturers is many, or is likely  ¢o
not think 1 16}. I]i 1 the next few years, so even if thcy{ are granted higher pay
increase .nlLICl]/. Id will nét be much and in view of what I have gaid and
the co:_sﬁ mvc? :ec of the work that they have to pvrfpxim I hopc. the Govern.
also of t'lllle 11‘1]s‘lilcll<3r their petition favourably. Ifit is not possible to place
3)(’11: ::;1 Cf'(l)sls‘ll they should at least get the benefit of a higher scale of pay
€1 i . . ..
sen prayed for in their petition. )
® haVSVE)tLC Ithlesc}few words, I support the rcsol:u?nk. o e
Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : _1\,[1'. ‘,puiiel,k‘l‘x_'i) “Sf - otl support
the resolution of my hon. friend Mr. Baidyanath N ‘QO>5U1( e. Lln . }C‘ Sthor
in reply to my question, the Government admitted that there are some
ST 1<ip Y'n this class. Their pay has been fixed at Rs. 100 only, and it
'dOCtorsch;Eioc:Jlt for them to manage with this pay. Sir, even in High Schools,
iievg:)?;l that some of the teachers are getting more t.hal} R§. 100, _and it is
admitted by the Government also that they arcf,uf)t in a‘ny Yfly inferior to
the Lecturers and Professors of the Colleges. I 1t 1at 18 50, the GQ\,-?rnment
should: look for their progress. Further if ll.n.s c Zlbe ‘121 mamtan}lleq in_. _the
Province there is very little chance of px‘oxl}othll fox mm.- ‘ T Clﬁf are only
two Colleges in the Province, so we do ngt lscek<.111t){1 . neC.Cb:I‘ty of creating
inferior post in these Colleges. It wi .l shieek | pProgress  of lllg}lpr
aalY tion when our students will find that thelc‘z‘ue no chance of any uplift
o ucfci)r;otion in our colleges for the legturers. Sir, as sugg?§"ed by my
‘fqu;elixld, Mr. S.exi, Government will not 10911111- hez}‘\;lyh ‘atllnp_,tfnt if t}my increase
the scale of pay. I hope Government wi t:pnlsl er their cage iavourab_ly as
they gave an assurance in reply to my question.

The -Honfple [ Semt = ROBIM JAUMAR  cnAURHUmT.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank the hon. members who .spioke on this resolution for
their sympathy for this class of Lecturers an~d R‘n the appreciation they
have expressed for their work. Hon. members are perhaps aware th
Calcutta colleges previously there was a class of officers known as
Demonstrators. - The task of these Tutors was generally to gi
their students ; they were not ordinarily to work as Lecturers. The work
of Demonstrators was -different. They were not to work as Lecturers, This
class of .officers was for the first time introduced durmg the regime of my
predecessors, who instead of filling up the post of Lecturers which feq] vacant
splitted it into two posts and appointed two Asslstant Lecturers within  the
same expenditure. There are obvious advantages of Is course,
We can, by adopting_thls method, meet the ﬁequu‘?ments of the alcutta
University. ‘The Assistant Lecturers that enditare 5 oo dually as educated
as Lecturers. On the other hand,. the f:xpenh “éiuli)e 1S Very mych lower than.
the expenditure that we were to incur lfiwl? ta re eel'1t Salled upon to appoint
Lecturers. If in each case we appointe 5% i riﬁl would pe¢ have been
possible for Government to meet the ﬁ?(,Pﬁéi1 lt‘éls Ce ) :ﬁe result  woylg have
W on ot the numiber of qur !q/ual}ﬁed gradﬁu:lmalf:i}qh ) gve been appointed as
Assistant Lecturers, would have been trilééturei‘s ' Bulztl if Wedet 4 opted the
e B o Rt el T o mow, g ARLed the
"by this resolution, we were to do away S .and  conyerg .all the

at in
Tu tors and
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posts of Assistant Lecturers to that of Lecturers, the immediate cost to the 3
Government would be Rs.18,900 annually. The ultimate cost would be
Rs.29,489 annually apart from the heavy expenditure which the proposal
contained in this resolution would involve, it will mean that we shall have to
be very Slpw In appointing Lecturers in future and our students will suffer.
So, Sir, the Government is unable to accept the resolution as it stands.
But Government is fully conscious of the difficulties of the Assistant
chturers. They have also received representations from Assistant Lecturers
which are still under the consideration of the Government. The scale of
pay of these Assistant Lecturers is Rs.100-105 (on confirmation)—8 (there is
an efficiency barj—225. Rupees 225 is the maximum pay of these Assistant ¥
Lecturers. But there is no impediment to the promotion of these Assistant
Lecturers to the post of Lecturers as soon as such a post falls vacant. The
practice which has been adopted by the present Government is ordinarily
to promote Lecturers to the grade of Professors and naturally the promotion E|
of Assistant Lecturers to the post of Lecturers will follow in the ordinary P
course.

I will just place before the House the scale of pay that obtains in other
provinces. In Orissa, there is no Assistant Lecturer, but the scale of pay of
the Lecturers is Rs.125—250, In Bombay, there are Assistant Lecturers and
the scale of pay there is Rs.130—200. In the Punjab, there is no Assistant
Lecturer. There are professors and Lecturers there. The Lecturers’ pay is
Rs.150 and the maximum is Rs.190. In Madras, the Assistant Lecturers
start with Rs.100 and the maximum is Rs.200. In the Central I’rov_inct‘s,
the scale of Assistant Lecturers is Rs.150-—250. Thereforec the maximum
starting pay which the Assistant Lecturers get in other provinces is Rs.150
in Central Provinces, Rs.130 in Bombay and Rs.125 in Orissa. This
Government is seriously considering whether the initial pay of our Assistant
Lecturers should not be increased. As regards the latter stage every
successful Assistant Lecturer can expect to get a promotion ; but the initial
pay is very small considering the duties they are expected to perform.
In place like Sylhet the difficulty is still greater, because most of the Assis-
tant Lecturers have no quarters near the college. They have to live
some miles away. In the rainy season they have got to hire some sort of
conveyance. We are considering whether it would not be feasible to

put these Assistant Lecturers in charge of hostels, so that they may get an -
| additional allowance and at the same time free quarters, All these ques- |5
: tions we are considering at the present moment and if the House will express
v) | 8 opinion in favour of an increase in the initial pay, Government will take
= | suchan opinion into careful consideration and see if they can help these )
{ ASSls;a;Int Lecturers within the course of the next year. -l

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On the assurance_that I have
ggstol Jgg;the Hon’ble Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my

e ——~

The resolution was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Resolu]t:;n for constituting a committee to suggest remedial
asures regarding corrupt practices that may be found
Prevalent in Courts and Government Offices in

] Assam

a s

el Al'hssc‘;lb‘l’; isM HAMMAD AMJAD ALI: I beg, Sir, to move that
t lmmittee o of opinion that immediate steps be taken for constituting a
g: SR co rrulgzmg of the following members to suggest remedial measures
G%vernment/ofﬁcg?;tﬁ::a rflhit— may be found prevalent 'in Courts and

Kumar Ghose, m.L.c.,
1, M.L.G
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Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali, a.1. A,
. Maulavi Ashrafuddin Md. Chaudhury, a.1..A
Maulavi Abdur Rahman, ».1.a.,
Babu Kamini Kumar Sen, m.vL.A.

aulavi Syed Abdur Rouf, m.1.A.,
The Hon’ble the Judicial Minister, and
9. The Mover.

=N

.

S0

(Four to form a quorum).

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 may point out one thing to th
member. His resolution as worded seems to me a little vague. 1 wish :
draw the attention of the hon. member to the  expression ""““‘1‘171‘(1in.2
corrupt practices that may be found ]'n'(‘\'alcl.\t in Courts’. 1T wish s knos
what does the hon. member mean by saying ‘corrupt practices that mau
be found prevalent in Courts’ ?  Does he include also the Pr(‘sidin‘%‘ Oﬂi(‘t: g
of the Court zts_bcing‘ also guilty of corrupt practices ? The -~ Wi lnb‘zﬁ
will please explain what he means by saying ‘corrupt practice X

sin Courts’,
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: In the speech, T A
explain it, Sir. My views on this rcsolutiqn are too well-known tO’ the 1 Vi
members of this House as I have been crying hoarse on this subject { .10“'
Jast four years. rl.hc subjgct-mattcr is very complicated and I‘\déu’ = ic
I shall be justified in drawing indictment against Government ser _t thlx}k
general and any class of them in particular.  While 1 accord vants in

¢ hon.

. 3 ~ my .
sjon and praise for services rendered by officers often under trying ;_(‘-Cogm_
tances, I am definitely of opinion thart this time there should Be o o Féums-

a thor 3
. o Orough
YUt Sir, by,
CoOmmittea but

inquiry as to the prevalence of corruption in courts and office
this measure, 1t 1s never my intention to set up a 1‘"‘“11-ﬁndinq
with the idea of inquiry and to suggest remedial measures only. The x
ment of United Provinces and Bihar have moved in that matter g lg Overn.
both the Governments are determined to stamp out ANA It seemg
Government offices. T hope by carrying my resolution e,

simply fall in line with the other sister provinces. If ang wh
which I have suggested sits seriously to tackle the problem. g

will simply be staggered at the amount of corruption ‘avll_le Membeyg
unchecked for long a_ind which, I regret to say, is not altogethe ~1lch going
the officers of the higher ranks. 1 appeal to the Pel‘sgnal . _unk}lown tg
many here and ask them to take a very determined attitude i(:;\ple_mences of
Sir, corruption 1 courts and amongst the Ministerial Office ‘s Mattey,
avoided unless the Presiding Officer himself is methodica] €rs cannet be
in law. I have known from experience that Judges are ‘the d versed
ed when they anti-date judgments and make wrong entries . S COTrupt.
through the collaboration of the Sheristadar and other Officer N cauge List
order sheets are changed to avoid adverse comments by rs.

A stray visit by the District Judge for a day or two after e :
Munsiff, may bring the Registers to date but it is anothey mod. “Otice tq the
to which the whole staff of the Munsiff becomes a party in Ot Corruptioy
what appears to be shown in the reg@ster to be done from a ' se
been done overnight in a single sitting. Moreover, the D Y to
such visit cannot look into the matter very closely. ist g
prevalent in Bengal, z.c., inspection for a period of one rno'ntflact}ce that 55
matter a bit right and the District Judge may thus com
whole matter. The Munsiff generally‘ depends upon
monthly output and case work, he himself, being RE

g ve
Inspectmg N the

the Peslﬁiervlse the
actically a
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In such z » . - whe . Peahlk - his stafl
a view of the matter when the Peshkar or lus stal

no cop .
the vflsuéhat Munsiff is absolutely dependent on them for good remarks by
parties, 8¢, they can with impunity realise small or big tps from the

.

in tolt.v}h]ies angh Court circular orders, viz., (Civil and Orders Vol.1) lnnk({d’
which COrrSPUEt of the matter more deeply and 'rlw:m:-.r«l ways ;m]-l means )\l
re % upthI_l can to a great extent be nn.nnmw“'(l. !.h:- rules enjoine
Preparation of different Registers and cause Jists which will remain open to
pleaders or parties cvery day at stated times. The litigant public can get
T€cessary information from these books or registers and they are not to seek
informatiop from the Peshker and his staff for such things and for wlxigh
they are made to pay small tips to the Ministerial Officers. 1 w«'»n‘]d . refer
to rules 14 ang 145." <A daily Cause list in the prescribed Form I\*().Qf\l‘) 2
sha]! be posted in some cons[';icuuus part of every court-house for the infor-
mation of the partics, their pleaders and the public. Cases and :q)‘pc':a.ls
shall be shown in the’ordcr in \«;hich they appear in the Diary. Execution
and Miscellaneous cases may be shown either in the same list or S('p:n:uu‘;ly-
The list shall be prepared and posted not Jater than 1 p.m. (or 8 a.m.n the
€ase of morning sittings) on the working day preceding that to which the
list relates. For the purposes of this list, a casc is sufficiently indicated by

its number, year and class. Judgments ready for delivery should be
notified on the Cause list for the day.

(2) At the close of the day, entrics should be made in tht..f 1)?}115’ Cause
list showing in addition (a) the Tesults of all cases disposed of, (b) dates or
adjourned dates fixed during the day of cases not disposed of and (¢) any
order requiring specific action,

Rule 145 (1) says, that on the working day in every ‘wc‘.:k, a ,hSt 1;1S
the prescribed Form No.(M)3 of the suite, petitions, apphgzlt:mv, ’appeak
and other cases fixed for peremptory hearing on (:2}(:‘h (lfly of the next W(:(f
shall be posted on the notice board of the court. I'he list shall set out t‘llc
description, serial number, cause, title of each case and the names of the
advecates or pleaders appearing therein.

(2) says, that this list s be prepared under the personal direction
of the Presiding Judgg z:rsliis?r?‘;lr?angi]:lg Izhc cases, precedence 51121_11 be given
to the older cases and also to cases which have already been adjourned on
one occasion or more after peremptory date fixed. The cases shall be called
on and taken v g

P ordinarily in the order in which they stand in the list.
_Any case adj

> adjourned from one to another day of the week shall also be subse-
- quently inserted in the same list.

Now the rule 145 says that the list shall be signed by the presiding
Judge who should see t,hzf it i? stuck up at the sitting hour of the last work-
.ing day of the week preceding the week to which the list relates.

"Under 'Rules 185 (1) notice in the notice - board should  be given ,as
soon as the decree is drawn up in .prescribed Form No.(M)5, _stating . that
“the decree has been drawn. up and that  the parties or their pleaders. may
ik i lnce Wworking days from the date of the notice peruse the draft:decree
in the office during the hours fixed by the court - for the purpose and sign. 1t
if coxfrect, or may file with the Sheristadar an objection to it on the ground
that there is in, the judgment a yerbal error or some accidental defect or slip

not .aﬁ'r:ct-mg a material part.of the case, or that such decree is at variance

Wl‘fh fﬁ!'lejudgmcnt, or contains some clerical or arithmetic al error. .Some
objections shall state clearly what is the. errvor, defect or variance alleged,,and
shall ke signed and dated by the person making -it.
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(2) If any such objection be filed on or before thc (]:ll.(‘ specified in the
notice, it shall along with the record of the case be laid before the

Judge who shall then consider the objection and pass such
thinks proper.

Presiding
orders as he

(3) If no objection is filed, the d('Sr(‘c shall be
with the Provisions of Order 20, Rules 7 and 8.

(4) Ifan objection has been duly f_ilcd, th(_! dccrcol shall )l.)c. d_r:u\“n up
after necessary examination and alteration required and the | 1031(1111;;“]1:(1‘;“;

shall sign the decree in accordance with the provisions of Order 20, Rules 7
and 8.

signed in accordance

(5) The judge signing the decree shall make an autograph o
the date, month and year on which the decree was signed and the correc.

? AL - s xé " . . . . e
tions or alterations. The result of the objections (if any) should be record-
ed in the order sheet.

Rules under 626, 657 should be of greater adv

note statin

antage in this respect.
Forms are sometimes sold. hence supply of printed forms must be
o - - ~ b < “_.\“_7“ ‘T u -

available to pleaders. The register of sale c&.ltlhcd_tcb (Rule 258)
applications for sale certificates (Rule 254) need be mamtained, anpd undue
delay in calling applications for sale certificates to be scrutinised.

Regarding payment of Money through Refund Vou
should be strictly followed, for non-observance
good deal of illegal gratification.

Under rule 1035, the sheristadar of every court will be helq
for the due and prompt performance of all duties

management and supervision of the office and the dep
the court.

A pending list should be kept in every judici
in the prescribed form No.(R)38A, Vol. I1 for . Y the Py
Judge with a view to check arrears or delay in the disposal ¢

Every judicial officer is required to make a thorough ins eCtion of w-

office under Rule 1051(1), and any department of which hepis in 1C}01f ‘l}ls
once a year under rules 1108 and 1110. He cannot at this inspe arge,
to find things in an eflicient s

made
and

‘ chers Rule 178
of these rules Blve rise to g

responsible
connected with the

artments attached to

al office by the shep
. : Sherist;
Inspection Py tadar

. = cti 2
tate, unless the working of the oﬂziceo?s CXpect
tantly watched and close Supervision exercised at regular jp tervals COns._
an important part of the duty of Judicial officer to . t is

officers subordinate to him does his
Supervision on the ““little and often”
records and papers brought befor
a cursory look at the

See that -
vork properly anqg Witﬁ"tch of the

principle in the daily handj; fesl;at(?h
€ him or a chance Visit to the off of the
registers and books whenever ere ig ce, :

moment in the day’s work wili be found to be of considerable be an jidle
will prevent the commission of many errors and i:rregularities._ nefit and

(2) A judicial officer can do much to check much venaj;
tion by keeping a strict eye over the domgs' of his subordinates
leaving in their hands things which require his Persona] attentioy,

All these functions and duties of the courts and ppj,.
if properly done and supervised by independent Persons,

eny to them any Opportunities of coming in centact with -t
such venality and corruption will to a great extent be Minimjg d and a5
get all these things properly done and to make them vailable ¢ .the ow o
office rooms are to be changed in such a way that p]eaders, clerkPUbh(:;l’
outside public may be afforded opportunities for Jnspe(_:t.ion of the eriao?;s
Registers and lists prepared, If they are not made available

Yo the public

ty and corrup-

and not
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;gﬁzrgﬁlgf%pp'acc of the court room and some su h places, litigant
> mercy of the office staff. This is enjoined by Rule 1036.
WOrk:g Z]r;]o::gctj ?n“\;ar‘; (}l’ E}EC fflf;ﬁl thi'l( lhr' e,(g‘-;_ﬁf g.’ iw;,q”ﬁ;( ifjﬂﬂ?. [u. (Iuv::\“e tlu_*;
eorganisatio %' em, T'o this I ’m'.'nkf' the help of T\.’hmsirr::s‘!' Officers
and Ord g bommuittec, .-’:md' an investigation in the light of Civil Rules
ers, for the reorganisation of the entire staff.
dutie?:fl‘s-s al}d until‘th(f s'taﬁ‘ conforms to the above standard and do ;}ll. tl}c
o esaid and JlelCla! officers be persons of clean habits and u.n‘ncd
Aear you cannot stop venality and corruption. Ihey must be denied any
Pportunity of meeting and helping the litigant public.
ud'To this T may .bc permitted to add that the 'n'.‘hulr‘ morale of the
1Clary should be improved. Appomntiment of Judicial officers on commu-
i _llncs without any strict competitive examination will never lead to the
Choice of right men at the right times and con uptions will be more
Tampant, v

Very few, excepting those well connec ted with the Law Gourts, know
what hardships one is made to suffer when he goes 10 take persons on bail
fl'om the ]()Ck-up, Herein also it is the duty of the Presiding ofhicer l(.) see
tha:t law is respected and enlarging of pm:irnis on bail is more a duty ol the
Criminal Courts than of Court officers.

Sir, Civil Courts, Criminal Courts, Revenuc Courts, ‘ ;
depdrtments, are all on the same boat. . No Governmcent would like that 1ts
officers should be corrupt and that its prestige should be lowered l{y the
bad behaviour of these officers.  Sir, if personal purity is a virtue for an
individual, I think, purity of administration 1s a more important factor in
the make up of the Government. With these words, Sir, 1 commend my
resolution for the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Resolution moved :

. ““This Assembly is of opinion that immediate steps be taken for constitu-
ting a committce consisting of the following members to suggest 1‘61‘11(:(,11:?11‘
measures regarding corrupt practices that may be found prevalent 1n Courts
and Government Offices in Assam :——

1. Rai Sahib Apurba Kumar Ghose, M.L.C.,

2. Maulavi Abdul Hai, m.L.C.,

3. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Kcramat All, M.L.A.,

i‘ ﬁaullavi Ashrafuddin Md. Chaudhury, M.L.A.,

- Maulayi ,

S e

1. Maulavi Syed Abd Rouf R

8. The Hon,bl ur. .O ) ! .. By

e the Judicial Minister,
and

process serving

9. The Mover.
M Ia (FOIH' to form a quorum')”
Maulavi 3
Speaker, Sir, PdalélHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Mr.
of the resolution, Azorr}' that I cannot support my friend the hon. mover
that my view is unkp is view is well-known to this House, I cannot say
legislators only wil] bgwn. I do not think that a committee formed by the

same time, I think thaik')le to do away with the evil of corruption. At the
’ 14t 1t will not' be fair to constitute a committee with-

o S8
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: ‘e ar i hold this
tive of those against whom we are gm;xg l}f])“ )i‘klhc et
out a rcpl'(TSCl.lt-'.l general complaint every where th‘.u't 1¢ cler S [( . “l{;ﬁr
cnquu‘y.k ¥ IS;u}Ts'(i: to corrupt practices and rv;xhs{) tm(:ntl)' ))f“ L th.u\
i Pt e t public. This may be true ut as more the
Courlb' tll shePaganl puglie. Ll susy. be tllCt free from blame SO
RS Iromm, s I some lawvers who are also no ir bl E ,nl\"
once said, there are s s in courts are concerned. I have personal knol\\ edge
e ractices S < =L _ - T
ek lp”}'cllwcvcrs realise some amounts from tl‘:- _htllg?l)t P;‘ ‘,11(‘ }S
that Solmc Of? 1(:;11‘“1;0 and these are meant for tips.  Sir, do not accuse
miscellancous arg
s i ral... ) ) ) :
the lawyers in gell:I KUMAR SEN: On a point of mformatmn, Sir.
M . o . Mg
Babl; KlAnu‘mh(-r means to say that th(‘.l amoxll\n(tg(;:) lled Baje which
3 0One. c N ST v nselves ?
- 1t'lT?dlbv the lawyers is appropriated b’L tlﬁussmN CH
* “Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBU . HUSSAR
a 1 th: se miscellaneous ¢
cady stated that these
ave already statec e . hen s
N”’ Illl E(‘lcrks. I also know the fact }hat ;‘\1:110 s Oﬁ‘lccri S
s t»l rl’x;tion were brought to the notice (? tl‘ )3 c\lm‘ksh ki <e 1 1
ints of cor h}cv took serious steps and punishe 1e Mg~ b cer mlc !
o Cou”,f-t'en'd the mover of the resolution not only cm}mlLs umself to the
My hon. Ihlc oes to accuse some presiding officers o the  courts dl:q.
Qlerics bu -eng serious charge and 1 think, before we give assent o this
ot A1 B \' ghould think very seriously over this question. It g oit;en
rasplutias we cuptions in courts in this House, but when V€ go outside
v e 4 Conhelwr of corruptions prevailing in other spheres of Jife also.
this House we hez 1 &
é}gsl do not know why my hon. friend ha

made  these court clerks alope
i < " corruptions are found prevalent i
-get of his attack. If corrup
the target o

AUDHURY -

meant for

givin Iy
any such

: 1 some courts
o the Pleaders and Mukteers of that Plilfc tOIfb““g ?_111_ these f'.}cts
1t 1s up to f the presiding officer of the court. the p esiding officer
to the nOt.lc}f-an ’ notice of the facts then of course the question g cons-
d-OCS'nOt' Lao(;n(mzttee can arise. But nowhere in the Sbeech my hopn g
tltmll)l;%i;sc that some facts were brought to the :
comple

the officers did not take notice of those facts.
1

i UDHURI: St
lavi ABDUL BARI CHA .
%dd::l::i MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:
.expl?’tlr‘lﬁsmll—ioxsx’lgle the SPEAKER: The hon. member will
to reply.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:

: Is there,
4 point of Personal
8€t a right
I never

i meant g charge
against any particular officer. That may be given for my friengss s
tion.
i 1Maualvi MUHAMMAD

MAQBUL IHUSSAi}Nh H AUDK N
ch thankful to my friend. But I may tell ¢ e 4 thaUthhe
11‘ ?Irnnari%rri] cr;“l 1ihe proposed committee may drive the Practice of

f;)om court, to the houses of the officers

: ; Corruption
e Whol\m ae is “Omplaining,

i.¢., the officers who realise the bribes in cou;‘ltt rItlizltzrgs the Parties

ti'léir respective houses and make the payme 5

Court 0 80 to
i May  be free
i lent in : Mr
from corruption but corruption may be preva full Sl T
hese words, Sir, I oppose the motion. . Sposlken, Sir. 1
‘ Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Mr. 1p - s am a5,
os.e the motion, for the _very s1(rinp e Oieasgn thﬁt unless
igacg)%eople are against corru_li)ltlcglsa . g ccixec?{ ey lfptiv(v)natAsthlS lhandful -
M- ittee wi o ) Aot f
rl:lembfllt;ls \(z)itrttiﬁasriﬁlr;ltn;;tiand in hand. }AS 2111‘1 §reat teacher corrup
€ - ~ & a 2 o
;33 iar; his parable tha_t < let1 éal Seil}ncgo‘]?;lll(?ptio?l
s.”  So in this world, s 291
d'?:a corél)(;: course, there should be efforts both by
side.
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‘ 313 ! e Chief

by the mnass pﬁop’c to checlk corruption. We rﬂ'.!!lﬁ‘-:‘:‘l.‘iﬂj}ﬁrg , \'3_51. ’lfﬂa.“.:’ lhi”\-i(ing

'ecreta'ry to the G Vernment of Assam 1ssucd o lnr' hqh.r; hon. mem-

Suggestions a5 o how corry, ytion could be checked. " I think , the .'~.”~,=..P;i.,m

'S of this ouse have Iw}‘,“,mmi their proposals as to h .‘H.K.“wml”i”n

.could ;s Ch(:ckc "A-m\’\" !f'll’lil;‘ note regarding checking « bt 7

1n the Garg Hills 'I said Garo “[Ii'i.ls is the virgin w”r.wr(u,.ﬂ cortuptios.

In ups 2 ing “; supp")rtb ;Pf' P TR, T i.“.’H‘ I ahim‘; Crovern-

col‘mption is Prevalent in every department there. A ..4” I think Cove s
S quite Cognisant of various notes submitted by wva

.do not know

i ith these few members
OW we can check this corruption, with th
of this Committee, S, | oppose this, Sir.

v T made : appeal
Mr. A WHITTAKER: Mr. Speaker Sir, yesterday T made an aj
my friend Mayla

- =1y, (ll. L A 1
c “0!(1% I \‘,'l[l[ to lll.ll:l‘ ;lal"(!l"f l"”gu‘ to (l 4
A3, Z | 4 \l cn

ke alion “ips’ 1 should
Vi Magbul Hussain Chaudhury spoke about ‘tif
: : i E' :‘.v.'- ad RY :

Maulav; EI;};;{AWAI:“I;I;QBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHU
I used the word of my hon. friend the mover, Sir.

ke to ask Maulavi
at case I should like to - he  word
Mr. A, WHITTA R: In that gl o ary to usc the
Amjad Ali and Mat’xll‘gvixl\faqbul Hussain Chaudhuary to
‘bribes’ for the word ‘tips’.

. : ssembly
: ccall in this Asseml
b : Ive : 1 like to  reca ayvs he writes
:stion. I shoulc . S essays ’ .
asay:!n ag?;ogfeh;?%y;?: ‘g:;:olh. France. In U]“(} ”1[1‘ l::; any ]Ilill[)l'il(ltl?(l:
4 saying ¥ o4 never 1€: e he worlc
. 2 e e < = - s Irieve ‘,’\’ll(-x‘[f,v( i . tr 111 the s -
something like this:  <T dl\vaysg believe in every country ihink Todia.is
being discontinued because I genty )Lth(~ same.” 1 do [~“0l Ipt  practices
ice remains s ; ol corruj =
4 quznut]'tcl;lnotf tmhzlstial.iz;(‘cf‘n: I think the ‘1“‘””{"“31)
any exception to the st: . 4 itteeS ATE SE . .
wﬂ)i renelz{)in the same whatsoever cormmtlc“_ ansaction. There is first
Surely in this business there is a two-fold 1rof' ‘ amy other persons lto
of all the willingnegs of Government Sf lv\‘/llelltl‘; l(l:’IICSS of the “[“[:‘m]w:s;nnoltitttéi
; . is also the 2.5 2o BABE. a co
rc_:c;ﬁletgﬂg}i:seb}?:.gurdyr;}ﬁc“é i: ‘r‘l; ade in ])lmkmglthls}f lILcLs in the system,
public 1bes. cr . ~lose up the ho _ The
of this House makeg ingenious rules to close ]orc ingenious people. ble
there will be othey holes made by other hf:n same. It is a regretta
quantum of corrupyigp will probably be t ' C il
conclusion. incial Clorruption Committee
I am reminded of 4 fact that when a P N hon they were crossing oille
pengomtour tthad a'fleet of motor CATS acll%(\lfv;v In order to keep tl}fcl;
of the big rivers two of their cars br(%lh(fcer ; n-éhurge of a nearby ggths
Dation who arroy, Pproached Ehat Comthittee tobmed for two, “HoRiegs
I ged two cars. ho supplie e y
- - f . = > n w . - =3 oA f the
:ﬁd their reposflfring?,, by the police for the use o
€ cars wevre

i hi ind of
i ainst this kind
anti-corruption Committee. What are the remedies ag

e cati ' i inion. I hope

Surely, Sir, the only thing is the education of tilz)lll’.l};hc . gp . e
Vt.ﬁQHouse s S serian pracucal sug_g(ejs rru .tion Committees set
in India and in Burma there have been Antl- ;)ru )It)ion O A
o ;f Tt s feit jeistn technique of Coticzil way 1is to examine
same in 'Indl_,a. ~Surely the cheapest and most prac_ttees P
the reports of these three Anti-Coorruption Comrf}] their suggestions.
is common in these and, if possible, adopt some o
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My second point is that a great deal of corruption would go altoge-
ther if Government officers would keep their work up to date. The biggest
aid to corruption in Government oflicesis having work in arrears. If
members of public know that at certain date and at certain time a
Magistrate will sit and take a certain number of cases, I think, that would
curtail corruption by 50 per cent. This un:er.tain time-table maintained
by Government officers is the chief means for facilitating corruption.
If a man knows that a certain thing will be done at a certain time and
in a certain manner, he is not going to offer any bribe because he knows
whatever he offers will make no difference.

My next practical suggcslim} would be that Government should do
something to simplify the svstem of making payment of Government dues,
The ordinary citizen, cultivator, or a Manager of a T:ca COITlPanY is
areatly harassed by the extremely com.phc:ltcd. and 11:'.|)u51ncs§-]ike way in
which Government dues have to be paid. An ignorant person 1s compelled
to get assistance of some third party. If Government will do somethin
about introducing business like methods of payment, thc\r.e will 'bc another
hole stopped in the business of corruption. Therefore, Sir, whxle_ I agree
about the prevalence of this evil, 1 do not think a comm:ttee of this House
composed of well-meaning individuals will do anytl}mg whatever to ‘stop
it unless Government themselves are prepared to introduce a more effi-
cient and speedy administration.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, S
rise to support the resolution. Government also are well aware how corrupt
practices arc prevailing in  the law courts and Government offices. We
c,\?pcctcd that (?ovcrm_ncnt of thm_r own accord wopld come f(?l-w:u.d i
a scheme for suppressing l,ll(‘.. wglespreul(‘l corruption \Vthh; 1s prevalent
in the day to day :1(_1111111151’1‘{mon in all oil‘l-ces.' Sl;‘, the practice of bribery
is so all-embracing in all offices tl.mt begm.mng- from t_he poor chowkidar
to the wealthy zemindar a_ll contribute their mite to its z}ltex‘. Ignorant
people coming from the villages cannot hope to get anything done )

receive any information in Government pfﬁces. wi.thouF cash ‘Pa}d’menc‘::lz
Sir, simply by appointing a committee and investigating in to the short.
comings we cannot hope to succee.d in our attempt to end ok g
Public opinion should be aroused in the matter and with the co-operation
of the public we may succeed. We know that in many cases, Pleaders

and Muktears, under circumstances of course, become willing partners to
such corrupt practices. A firm resolve on their part will go a~ far way in
removing corruption from our offices. We do not know whether R
Ministerial Officers Reorganisation Committee, which has been et

and which is touring the districts, have got any duty on the Sub‘ec{
Sir, I am not very hopeful about the outcome of the labours of the C"«]"o‘"'
mittee as suggested in the resolution, still Ihope it is a good start 'CIR-
Cumstances in Assam and Bihar are so different that the' qlJés't" ,n}
considering and accepting the recommendations of the “Bihar F}Pn K
Committee does not arise. With these few words, I support the n?;lt‘:(l):ly

Mr. W.R.FAULL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the hon, e
and in the speeches of other members, I should say speakin r's speech
of my colleague Dr. Terrell—that each one has described 5 vge : n terms
disease. But having described this serious disease the mover, iy _Yh serioiis
lution, has suggested treatment for one of the symptoms Only,, 1 :h? reso-
all agree that by singling out a particular symptom for treatment vy ln!; we
hope to cure the disease. € cannot
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I am taking part in this discussion, Sir, brcause, if vou recollect, a
short time ago I attacked another Department of Gover mment, 2., the
Finance Department. I said then that originally the initial sy stem  on
which officers work was the cause of the disease. In  that connection I
was told that Government had appointed a Committee which was touring
round the country, looking into all the offices and that they were  going  to
devise ways and means in order to imprm;r matters. But 1t wias never
suggested or in any way admitted that the system was wrong. So far as
the system is concerned it remains the same, but | ml'(ﬂf“lwf.uﬁuﬂ an fxd(};-
tional clerk has been provided, presumably to r.':gwmln.r matters. \n f;."-
as I am personally concerned, Sir, when I go to that pa lu:l:l.}! ] Il.(“.l:sl.u_y
in Gauhati I get excellent treatment now (laughter), Im!l I am (].lni’r ;_'umu;
that Somebody else is suffering l;(_:(:.aua'x: the system has in no ’.-‘,xi\_,‘ .c ;.u}g(jf
(hear, hear). What is wanted, Sir, is th';xt ‘tlm whole sy f‘t'_'”“ I“ .u'nf;n.x:’,-
tration should be brought up-to-date. This system u_:ﬁn‘-;nn..u'nr( ”sﬁmim\ -K.(f
in the 17th century ; since then it does not seem to, .h.nf? (,Il.u(l,‘,« (,‘ .n a.ny
degree whatsoever. Until the system  1s linmlrrnm‘ml _anc ] {’\‘.\C”“fl." nt
are in a position to sell their services Slr‘:_n;;hum \-.-:u'(l.l}: over the -‘i'](,lll-lf( 1' to
those who wish to pay for them, this ])n!)cry :'Ill(] CcOl l' l;.l).[x.un’ “ll'”‘- .1‘¢ nn:un.
All the committees this House can establish will lml' make ‘.m) difference,

Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ: Mr. S]‘)C{lkm"-,'S;r:\]l' rise to oppose the
resolution moved by my hon. friend Maulavi /\_”'J"? g ll'l etk o
I do not see any virtue in the committec suggested by the hon. r.

Like myself he is a lawyer and he knows very well  how corruptions find a

i ‘ ‘ ll:l J S"Ji([, il is‘ a P'.Il‘t Of
! u t . I&S ]“y h()l"l, f’ l(,r](l Mr. Mll, (ll’t S .
18 ll‘lll(, i‘)' I);l]l )l our nature so ('.()rrlll)llo‘l
as v ( at >

; hat . . S
i};ugr]l;nani?;rgi_ thn?:lefl) I:f:t)’urtc I do not therefore Eh_“'k !h:u a committee
.f h HP d corrupliOn by Sim])]y (:nq.un'u)g into the matter,
e ouse can remove blic mind should be educated.

- : ture, the pu : ,
It requires change in human na z; is required in order to bring home to

z}r‘lcrrll)zoog)l;nigz’eiii;;)ngzf;gr:gggz?d Further, 'Sir, ifthc' Gu‘vcrnmli,-jnt tigl;te.n-
their hold on their officers and they In t}}(tlt i tx.ghtc"n };0 ]m‘lk td)en
subordinates, I think, the major portion .Of Ehc cf)xru{)txon can )F N let‘“ o

> Recently, Sir, there was much agitation 11 . : }_‘; c?}ul:)tst)r} sgpp{x;gf
‘corruption and the matter went to_the noticc of the Hon’ble 1gh  Court ;

innumerable circulars in the form of books camec to us makmg]_p rov113310nssf:or
things for which ordinarily bribes are given by h'“ga"t Plllclf i }Ut’k Pl
the corruption is still there, all the rules and regulations could not ¢ tece i
3 . e Kers f our nature. Again, Sir, circums-
So, I say, Sir, that corruption is part ol O : 2 %
tances make even the professional people to acclzqulesce in fg(;lrruptlon.
Suppose a man is in urgent need of a copy of some document. 1 e comes
in the ordinary way, he shall not only have to pay a large sum of tnoney
but he will have to wait at least for a week or ten days as the rule is. But
if he pays something he can have it in a day. So, in such cases it will be
difficult to check corruption.

(A4 voice :—There is 2 provision for urgent fees).

I know, but this requires a large sum of money, Rs.10 or Rs.15. But
if you pay Rs.2 to the clerk he will give this information to your pleader.
So, I do not think any useful purpose will be served by such a committee as
suggested by the hon. mover, It will be only a waste of public money. I
do not like to be included in such a committee and I do mnot like to serve
on it. .Several attempts on several occasions have been made to check
corruption and no good has resulted from them. So in my humble opinion,
Sir, it will be good for Government to issue instructions to the officers to

y
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| AL ‘actices when
) » “heck  any such prac )
h on their subordinates J-Ll'd lnl( l(‘-(}»hm-(- the resolution b ought
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keep a wa 7: hese few word ad Amijad Ali.
rouzld e “'lft’}il‘3:1d Maulavi :\hmmmmu}iic\]sfzxgt‘, I think, the Hon’ble
o Hor ble the S PEAKER + At thil »
on y B hg N
The ive his first reply. May 1 be permitted, Siz
inister may give MAN: May 1 bep
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tw(: est remedial medllected oF upon the inctbf \\} : vesolution, T second
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and since PVETRIDENE IYUEC B CIE Ticers should bring te the
lllgify’ in 1935 ﬂ}le ;};fl:v'(l;s( stated that the lncalsnfi]lll(.c,l:.h.;cll(l ('()l‘x‘llpttlfﬂll SE
: in tha » ific instances Mk e i
offices, and 1n éwernm(‘.ﬂt SI“‘C'!"’ mht‘ linates or in which there js 4
notice of the N detected in their SUp.m(.l itn ’oxistcnce. A  notice of g
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cut motIOI: session of the Assiinl Y explained that the United Provinces hag
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From this it will be clear, Sir, that when two successive Governments
WEeEre deﬁnilc]y against a lu\'in;,' committee or a f{act-inding committee on
financial and other grounds, and when at present funds are so scarce even
for many of our prcssin;.; necessities, 1 think, 1t will be wise on the part of
the Leg'slaturc to oppose a roving or a f{ac t-inding commitice. At the same
tjmc: Sl’lf, if the House is of f)[)illi(nl that (ul‘l’uptinla in one form or dlluthcr
exists in our public offices and that a comimnittce should be formed with
a view to suggest remedial measures by which thr: Government can check
these malpractices, then I think Government will have little objection to
that,

There is another point, Sir, which I should ‘-r.nhrnil to rl'u‘ II«_m‘hlc House
and it is that the hon. mover of this resolution has, in l.n‘x p!:np()sct]
committee, included the names of two members of the Legislative (.mmcilA.
They are not present in this House, and we do not know whether th(‘yr have
given their consent to serve on this committec. I do not km)\_v _\\:hﬂh«_ﬂ‘ th.e
House will take it that the hon. mover has ful_l rrs‘puliSl])l]lE)’ f(n" hxs_
suggestion. This is the point which I wanted to bring to the notice of the
House. o

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move an
amendment as to the personnel of the commitiee. My amendment 1§k that
in place of Maulavi Ashrafuddin Muhammad (..h';nn(”ll,u'y‘, I }V({ul(l !l e to
put the hame of Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury ; in place of Khan I:‘l’hadm:
Maulavi Keramat Ali, who is absent, I would put the name of Maulavi
Ghyasuddin Ahmad ; in place of Maulavi Abdul Hai 1 .wr':‘ull(_lr IXlt ‘t'h“(‘
name of Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjce ; 11l 1»!&(?(' of }<:_u ?1 e p;n ha
Kumar Ghose I would put the naine of  Mr. A: \?lllll'tt(\l'f(-l ,("m(c llln
place of Maulavi Syed Abdur Reuf I would put the name of Mr. . Gold-
smith.

We have heard the views of both the supporters and opposers of the

: . i et the arguments which my hon,

. : 11 T will try to meet . .
;S:rigtﬁr;ularilir;tflgrﬁul Husmi?()haudhury put ﬁn"W:lrd_ in opposing the
resolution. My horil friend Maulavi Maqbul Hussain tried to blame the

lawyer class as a whole..........-.--
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY $

Hiae i e My friend said that lawyers are not
MaulaVi ABD MAN " y ) 2 . o 3 o -7 | 0%
free from ct')rruptior}.J RT}%)?sl’ils' 2 remark which is highly ObJeC“F’“ab]“3 and
unbecoming. Then he changed it to some¢ of the lawyers. Mr. Marak
also, in opposing the resclution, SO remarked th:_lt GorrUpt -practcts g
there, but he opposed the resolution on the ground that a SF‘F‘E‘.].I o e
like this will not be able to find out means to egadlcatc this ‘evil altogethexl'.
Then my hon. friend ‘Maulavi Abdul Aziz who is a veteran lawyer, or I Ingy
say.a -worn-out lawyer because he is on the verge of retirement an‘d Awp;cl‘)ﬂ
is-evident from the number of legislations that are coming’ befqre this I:Iqu;e
from him, he said that it is not possible to eradicate this evil. To him 'T
would simply say that it is not only lamentable but regrettable that an ‘old
practitioner like him, who is at the last stage of his life—(laughter) should say
that this vice cannot be removed by any number of commiittees. "He says
this is human nature. I should tell my hon. friend that human nature is
modulated' by circumstances. = Corrupt practices which are prevalent in
courts cannot'be said to be the picture of one’s habit ; it is circumstances
which give opportunities to persons and which make them liable to corrupt
practices. Sir, this committee has been proposed only to find out some
means by which this:Government can earn a good name by taking steps to

.4_.4&,1, -
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eradicate these corrupt ])r:‘lcticcs. i.n. til.l(:.-l(;()-llrts"..T.].".b: (:9111111ittf‘c will _‘be
appointcd_ only to make an unquuw‘v‘j ~n. \‘u .1‘1(.)t ‘ ‘lls..\(m»}.in}' Qrc!ms- to the
court which will _ prevent the ()“l(.CX- ‘um_( u ned in ‘t 1€ (S)Lxrt u‘ahe,ng.any
bribe ; the committee is to see whctlwl. 1!1(.‘} can give such recommendations
s restions to the Government by adopting ‘wl.nch the (:_ovcrmnent will
& su}glg, to relieve the people in general from this illegal gratification to the
ekl oncerned. Itis a well-known fact, as stated by Maulavi Muham-
gffean C jad Ali, that if anybody wants to get anything done, or wants to get
mad A}nj-}nqtio;l from ll\clnourt‘ and if the officer concerned finds that
any 1n 011 . an is in a hurry, he is to pay something, otherwise he will neot
the gcntF[(T*:,‘,o,,~,ation carly. The committee is to enquire into ways and
get o tn hich the Government could put a stop 1o thcse corrupt prac-
means IIG _‘vhqzﬁ-nk and Maulavi Magbul Hussain (‘.hal.ldl}ury said in their
Fe ‘1’. that the committee will be one-sided. Sir. it is well known
a,vgumen' ; d every member of the House what sort of practices are preva-
to c‘fmch axlcom'_ts and what is the particular nature of the work for which
lent 1n our ¢ iblic are to pay the officers for getting their work done,
the ]1t1g{1]111tl Ic):Lno difliculty, if the members of the committee sit together at
S f’)ld out the real truth by which an attempt can be made by the
acpkace £0 "t to check these evil practices. It has also been said that  since
GoVELmeR limcnts have appointed such committees and have also adopted
'()_thcr Gover endations which the committees have framed, it 1S_ no good
e recon; lcl;u’]d be waiting to see the results of the committees in other
that we - It is high time that we should have our own committee and
}gg\\;é;ﬁfri.cnt should take up the recommendations of the committee iy right

carnest. . ds, I lend my whole-hearted support to the resolution.
Wlthlflhcliacbvlveor ti;e SPEAI)(ER : Amendment 1119\-'0(*1 is that in the
Thg ool-nmittcc, the name of Rai Sa‘hib Apurba Kumar Ghosh, M,L,C_,
propose 'tctcd by the name of Mr. A Whittaker, th.e name of Maulavyij Abdul
he §ubstl U be substituted by the name of l\/Ir._ Baldyal_lath I\IIookerjee, the
Hai, M'If‘.Icz,hau Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali be substituted by the name of
name ol Ghyasuddin Ahmed, the name of Maulavi Ashrafuddin Muham-
Maulé\lfl udhuri be substituted by the name of Maulavi Abdy] Bari Chau-
?11&?(11& a:;:i the name of Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf be substituted by the
u -
; . C. Goldsmith.
nam‘;uor XI.rWHITTAKER: On a point of order, Sir. Is this amend.
r;rect ? Have the members proposed to be substituted been con-
men’:icz?bout it as you directed on a previous occasion ?
sulteThe Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I take it that the cons
h members whose names have been proposed was taken be
{}?:.amendment. If not, any hon. member may take obje
name. being substituted. < L g
Mr. A. WHITTAKER : May I rise and take objection ?
M R Thovtne e aowhether he'is il
“Mr. A. WHITTAKER : Having made a speech, I am opposed  to the
reSOLRif:l'avi ABDUR RAHMAN: In place of his name, I pp Opvse: i
’ e aba Kumar Dutta.
name Dféhgogﬁle the SPEAKER : For the name of Rai Sap;
Kumar Ghosh, the name ot Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta is ¢ be s
Dum:ihe hon. mover accept this amendment ?
% Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI : T accept it
‘Mr. €. GOLDSMITH : M. Speaker, Sir, as the hon. mover says the
question is very delicate, I also say that it is definitely a delicate question,

ent of the
fore movin
Ction to his

bl Apurhba
ubstituted,
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From the discussion, I understand that it is a contentious subject, and I note
that there was some enquiry as to the corrupt practices in  offices and
pourts. A volume of opinion has been submitted and 1 think they are
in .th.c hands of the Government. But, Sir, what is necessary is that these
opinions should be crystaliscd and focussed into some definite practical sug-
gestions which the Government can take hold of and fortify themselves. Sir,
unless there is a small committee to consider this pm,ms..'l Government can-
not come to a definite suggestion to fortify itself in making its recommenda-
tions to this Assembly. Therefore, some sort of a Committee is necessary
to proceed with the matter., I am concerned with certain suggestions and
issues that have been raised in the discussion. 1 find that many hon.
members are against the Committee, because they think that the Committee
will be of no avail. But hon. members have already suggested remedial
measures which are of a variety in character, and therefore, these must
be focussed into some practical suggestions.

Mr. Whittaker has said that the quantum of evil everywhere will be
the same. I have not understood his view-point in this matter ; but
this raises a very vital moral question. If that means that evil will
remain in the world as evil, and good will remain as good in that case I have
something to say. I believe that good must conquer evil in the world.

) Mr. A. WEHITTAKER : On a point of explanation, Sir. Itis an
unauthorised statement.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes.

" Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : If evil should remain in the world, I certain-

ly opposc that idea. !f we think that good should not try to conquer evil,
we are not human beings. Man is a moral being and a man 1s to see
that really good conquers evil. 1 do not thereby mean that zfll (fi)rrupt
practices  will be eradicated from this world, but good must prevall over
evil 1t is not our belief that man should not try to work. Such a belief at
the present moment will be of no value. I give an cxarr}plc. ) lorday
the world is in conflict with the forces of evil ~ The spirit of might is right,
plunder and loot, race superiority and aggression arc marching along.
But there are people in this world who have got together and are trying to
fight against evil. Good will ultimately conquer the evil. We have the
belief that in this great European war that is going on, British people
and  Americans, I mean democracy, would not have got together
and tried to fight German aggression but for this belief. So they are
fighting together with the idea and the hope that right will be victorious
over mizht and good will conquer evil. Therefore, our belief should be
alw'ay’rs to try to eradjcate all evil practices that are prevailing in our society.
Man’s duty is always to try to defeat the evil. But when we say, let us
not try  to eradicate evil and set up a committec because we€ cannot
get rid of the evil, is a very false premise to work upon. We as legislators
must get together.  We must have faith. We as legislators must get together
andttl‘y to get rid of the evil. We must not take it for granted that evil
n;}ti prevalll. “We should try to get together and ameliorate the condition
ot the people. Why have we got our hospitals and Red Cross Societies ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: 1 am afraid the hon. member jig

bouri : . - i
;oi?]ltl'fmg only one side of the whole question. And this is also beside the

¥£e %0?1,(‘))114:)‘:81?4111.1: This is the main thing, Sir.

3 : L e SPEAKER : The main thing to be discussed is th
practical difficulties that have been pointed out by hon. members. S

—— _..._rr,.ml"d
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Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : . The small committee will be able to find out
the difficulties. If this committee l_n'i'ngs out before the public the evil
pra(:t,iccs that are found ; some remedial measures can be suggested.
Therefore, I support the amendment that has been moved.
Mr.F. W, BLENNERHASSETT: Mr. ipcak(‘x;, Sir. No body in
this House bclmvc§ mo‘rc 1n}wh:1§t.t.hc lu?n.‘ .\l'lr_.‘(\x'oldsx_mth' has just said than
the members of this GlOL{p )u% 2ir, - out Sll'l omission 11§ that -‘Lhe evil which
hon. mover se.eks to remove is deep down in tl(‘. hc:-lrlls. of men. 1,
the ansaction involving bribery, at least two persons  are involved—th ey
onery Er‘i\;cr and the receiver and our sul mission is that the change of Lh{
are the f“; humanity in this province is a task which can never be f)erfonnc:{
héamms amittee in the world. And further more, Sir, before sittine down
by 21nydml'r;cc to say that I have heard the poor treasury benches dur?ncr thc,
I Shmﬂ. ; ,l:lqys ba(iqcred in heaps for money—a lakh for this, and g lai:h for
ast few ((;l'sc and 1 would like to ask the Hon’ble Minister-in-charqe of
So{n(‘:thl-”'gulqr’sul)jcct whether he is prepared to supply the funds, lakh
this pmt,ic(m;and of rupces, for setting up this Committee when there 1S s0
and 50 ¢ ;)]ié work crying to be done. 1 would like to have an answer fro
’ Ainister.
the I‘Ior;)bkl‘»{IX;\/IINI KUMAR SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir. It seems to me
Ba lllmivcrsall}' agreed that corruption exists, at least in Some of the
that it 18 d offices of the Government. Of course, I do not think, thay thi
courts zmt means a _general indictment against  all Government ser\mntls
agreemen1 r hand I admit, Sir, that there are many Government Oche; Sd
On the O,thle are above tthis evil but at the same time, I do not think a, -
officers W lo-;t corruption exists and exists in varying degrees. It varies fro
can dcny t liﬁccfs’ from localities to localities, and from offices to offi m
officers to ? oint that has been taken exception to by My, Whittakey qcer?
but the on F{lll?lsqett is this that in order to stop this corruption the he'irt( .
Mr. Blcxmlxie;nl;st‘ be changed. T do not entirely agree with the con‘[elst' 5
the P"'Oplf_ n put forward. T think my hon. fiiend Mr. Whittakell 1110“
that has ?((1: tllﬂt much of this corruption is due to faulty system ﬂrdl as
already sal n. Corruption exists because there is somethinge fault‘ @ lack
of SUECI’WSlOiI} the system. It oftentimes happens that the Heaq gf
thing .1 otten busy with his work and so he finds very little time to Ofﬁ.ce
remains very bordinates.  So, Sir, I submit that it is not SUPervise

much pu

his su . : Uite
the “(/ioerrktgfremovc far wious e e o v, nec(elssar y. luliaﬂ:at
lInsl?f)uld Jike to say that without the change of hearts, we ¥

C .

.« evil if we only change the system and introduce stricg:. :JOP uch
of this ef\% es. I think, it will also be admitted that there pﬁjlvlmgn
in t.he . Cu tion hardly exists. If that is so, then I do not th Ces in
which C_Orli,lepofﬁcers of these offices are above corruption bec L
said that{—gﬁcers with higher morals than - the officers of they are
better ko hon. members have seldom heard any complajng £ Offices,
L e ost offices or in our Educational Institutions, It ol Corrup.
1 dlr)nitted that the officers of these offices are not tIS also, |
think, aworked than officers in offices where thig evil eXise; ter paid
or 11(:55 ay that this corruption exists more or Jegg due 5. So, 1
shou S }:i lack of supervision. It has already been st to fault
B 1 a“Rxﬁnister that successive Governments have e
Hopible I myself brought forward this question on the floor oft g
.mat}ter-ha e of a cut motion and afterwards I _h;mcl the Privilee 1
ilﬁtg fh?s guestion during the Congress-Coalition .Ministry,
collect data from other provinces as well as information from oy,
we also asked for suggestions from the hon. membersg of thig

. ouse N
how this can be stopped. Unfortunately we did not get all the inforlnaat?o;so

are
ink, it
ause
Other
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before we resigned office but now 1 learn from the Hon'ble Minister that
much pf th(j: data has been collected, So, I think, it will be advantageous if a
committee 1s set up for considering these data.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: A
committee of Pleaders and Muktears will not do.
~ Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: 'The hon. member says that a com-
mittee of Pleaders and Muktears will not do,  He has also stated  before that
the pleaders are also party to this corruption, but can he deay that if the
plea..ders and muktears be an indirect party to this, it is the system that
compels them to beso ? We can remove much of the evil due to faulty
system and lack of supervision if we consider the recommendations made
by the Committees appointed in other provinces as well as the  suggestions
received from various public bodiecs and publicmen. So 1 hope, the Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge will accept the suggestion to form a committee so that iy
may consider all these points and may see whether the corrupt practices
that ar ¢ prevalent in the courts and offices cannot be removed.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. member want to  give
a reply ? : . g
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: Mr. S}xf'.‘lk('l_‘. Sir. In
reply I must thank the hon. members who have taken part 1in this discussion
and 1 take this opportunity of saying that this is a measure for which T am
trying for the last four years and now we have come 16 a stage where ~all
sections of the House are agreed upon the main point that corruption exists
and remedial measures must be found out 1n f)_rdf:l‘ to stamp out corruption,
The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge while giving his reply  has dl"}dcci_ the
resolution into two parts ; firstly wlg(-thc-r tlu{ committee th:tt_ \\:‘l“ . sit  to
tackle this problem would be a roarming (:om'n‘uttl:«: or a (:()xxllmtt(,‘c to find
out the remedial measures for its removal. ‘To that 1 have to reply that
b i1 tAbled this resolution it was never my intention that t“lu': ~(Annnnttec
should be a roaming one. I am awarc of the I:Lct. that 1}}(: Governments of
Bihar and United Provinces had formed roaming anti-corruption com-
mittees and have prepared programincs and (:r)llgctcd dat:}_ on VKI}.IC.II we
can very well work, I am also glad to find that two of our Ministries
successively wanted to tackle this problcm- They invited suggestions from
different localities, from different institutions and they have tried to tackle
this problem in their own light Tt is said tha! data.arc there and we have
got to work upon those data, It is never my intention 1o find faults with
any particular officers. It is with regard to the faulty system that is work-
ing and the entire system that has got to be changed. ~To be more clear I
must say that in my humble specch I have tried to give out _that‘ the rules
and orders which obtain in the daily conduct of business in Courts and
Government offices are not strictly followed. A reference to a_ point of this
nature has been made by my hon. friend Mr. Whittaker when he said that
the Courts are themselves delinquent when they come at very late hours in
the day and are responsible for the amount of corruptions that may be
fo11;nd in the offices, If they make it a point to come earlier they can see
to it and the amount of corruptions will in that case be less. I have tried
::%If:llfkgoom that strict adherence to the rules and orders will miuimi_se the
Courf angséovunless the system with which we have got to work in the
Siott) ::‘I}ment offices is thoroughly enquired into and those rules
- rictly adhered to, there will be less chance of stamping out
cortuptions. References have 1 ,n ade that several ways have been tried
But I must say that seye perocen e :ed bef. by' h . h %
in giving us one cha everal ways might bp_ trie efore but there is no harm
and suggest remedis lnce by such a .de(:151ve step in forming a committee
2l measures in which finally we can stamp out corruptions
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which may be found prevalent, for we see that the amount of corrup-
tion is daily in the increase. Sir, as regards the personnel of the committee,
I have grave and good dea! of d-iﬂi(:l.llty in its constitution, and my task of
successfully piloting my resolution would have been much easjer than now
if I could propose a bigger committee than I have done. T quite realise

Sir, that in that case some more hon. 111c11113§1‘s interested in that problem,
might have been in. _B‘ut anyway I say, .bn', there must be a committee
which would be in a position to tackle this problem in the light of the
suggestions m‘nde by me and other hor_]. m(\m‘bcrs and also by the different

institutions of the Province as \_vcll as in the light g)f the reports that have
been submitted by such committees in other provinces. With these words,

I commend my resolution to the acceptance of the House and tell the
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge that I am for a committee to find out remedia]
measures and not for a roaming committee,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the position wh?ch Government l’m.s t9 take in this
resolution has been properly described by my Hon’ble Colleague, the
Minister-in-charge. Government position is this : that the system of giving
and receiving tips for services rendered is prevalent throughout the world.
This system cannot be done away with by any number of committees,
commissions or conferences until and unless public opinion is strongly
aroused against giving or receiving such tips. We, in the Government
benches, feel that there is no necessity for.a commission or a committee at
all. The suggestion has drawn the attention of the successive Govern-
ments and we have got the reports of the various committees in other pro-
vinces. We issued a questionnaire—a reply to which is before the Govern-
ment. Butif the House believes on the principle that two heads are better
than one, i.e., these anti-corruption reports and replies should be scruti-
nised and remedial measures be formulated not by Government alone but
by a committe‘e of this Hm_lse, then we would have no objection to that, |
Under those circumstances, if the resolution  goes to the vote of the House, |
the Government benches will remain neutral. >

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

“This Assembly is of opinion that immediate steps be taken for consti-
tuting a committee consisting of the following members to Suggest remedial
measures regarding corrupt practices that may be found Prevalent in Court
and Government offices in Assam :—— i

1. Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta,

Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee,

Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed,
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury,
Maalavi Abdur Rahman,

Babu Kamini Kumar Sen,

Mr. C. Goldsmith,

The Hon’ble the Judicial Minister and

The mover,.

= W N

© ® N o ;m

(Four to form a quorum).”
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The Assembly divided.
Aves——12
1. Mr. qudyanath Mookerjee. 8. Maulavi Muhammad Amir-
2. Babu Bipin Behari Das. uddin.
3. Babu Kamini Kumar Sen. 9 Maulavi Muhs , A eais
e Nt Kimer Dutta. . %\nii.n i Muhammad Amjad
5 A 3ari Chau- ) sl .
5. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chau 10. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.
dhury. , " .
6. Maulavi Abdur Rahman. 11. Mr. C. Goldsmith.
7. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam. 12. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.

Noes—21
. Srijut Joges Chandra Gohain. 10. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett.
 Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin. 11. Mr. N. Dawson.

1
2
3. Maulavi Abdul Aziz. 12. Mr. W. R. Faull.
4. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed. 13. Mpr. P. Trinkle.

5

Maulavi Muhammad Maqgbul 14. Mr. C. W. Morley.
: Hussain Chaudhury. 15. Mr. D. B. H Moore.
6. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Muf- 16. Mr. A. Whittaker.
sur Rahman. ‘ 17. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
7 Maulavi Muzarrof Al I.Jaﬁki‘r- 18. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tant.
8. Mau}llayi Namwar Ali Bar- 19. Rev. L. Gatphoh.
bhuiya. ] : ; . 20. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.
Maulavi Sheikh  Osman Ali 21. S['ijllgl{llOl'Sillg Terang.

Sadagar.

The question was negatived.
Adjournment

e Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2-5 pr.M.
After Iunch

tion to overhaul the administration of
Assam

Mr. E. W. BLENNERHASSETT : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that this Assembly is of opinion that steps be taken for overhauling the
dministration of’ Public Health in Assam in order to remove the defects
! d by successive Annual Reports.

reVCalc .

Our main criticism, Sir, lies in the fact that this province has no
public Health Act. There are, in other words, no statutory powers or
executive sanction _vested in any Pub]ic Health Department officer to deal
¥ i offenders agamst_dthe hygienic well-being of the community. For
e let us consider that no Public Health officer has any executive

o compel a person with a dirty drain to clean it, nor for a person
jacent to an anti-malarial scheme to join in that scheme. Whether
fejoins the scheme or not is dependent upon his own inclination. If he

will not join the scheme or, in other words, will not take his part

serving the welfare of the community to which he belongs in so far

alarial meastgres are concerned, it may very well be that an

expensiv scheme. ((:ﬁi ilélg lthousands of rupees will be nullified through the
nce of one 10 ual to perform his duties to the State, '

Th

Resolu Public Health .in

'
V

LRI

T




1941] RESOLUTIONS 707

Food adulteration is another subject very clos=ly allied to Public
Health. At the moment prosecutions for food adulteration are under local
officers operating under Local Bodies whose activities in the very nature of
things cannot be as authoritative as they would be were they bzfcke:d by the
Provincial Public Health Department. A Public Health Officer At lc Ol‘t-
to a Local Body a case of food adulteration, butas I have just said prl(?;S‘
cution itself must be initiated by the Local Body and not by the Pubh?(;
Health Officer.  Apparently there were 145 convictions in 1939, and
Rs. 4,683 realized in fines, which is less than Rs. 33 average fine pPer con-
viction. As was pointed out the other day by my hon. colleague Dr. Terrel]
the adulteration of mustard oil, with the accompanying discase of C‘»Pidemié
dropsy; continues almost unuba_lgd and unchecked. :

Now, Sir, all this is very different to whut) happens in the land from
which I come. 'l'herq we have numerous \1llb1.1C Health Officers, and
whether they are Public Health ()lhf:vrs of Counties or Boroughsﬁ or Cities,
they are empowered to prosccute offenders under t}le }Enp.urc 1'_00‘(1.3 Act.
and they are in fact charged with very definite executive responsibility for
the health and well-being of those whose servants they are. )

Tt is very true, as has been said in thc. Public Hca.lth Report for the
year 1939, that with the spread of cdl}czltlclx ancl‘ enlightenment sanitary
conditions, housing, and the like may improve. I'hey probably will and
our hope is that they may. But in the meantime there are those whgo.
being bighly educated and enlightened,  should le~d their less fortunate
brethren along the path towards better llymg, but wh_o fail to do so and in
fact behave littdle better than their _}('ss enlightened neighbours. It js those
offenders I am after. They are (,)Il_c.ndcrs_ because z&nybody wh_o does some.
thing injurious to the community in which he 11\7e§ commits an offence
against that community and should be puiush.(:d‘_to t'nc full Climit  of the
power of the law. But where there 1s no I rovm'ual‘ law making such Prose-
cution possible I do not see how this aspect of the problem is tq e

d. - -
SOIVCWC have been confronted in this Hogse, during this session, with several
proposals which are called .“nation.-bullchng”. 1 ‘woul.d rather, Sir, Caz;l
some of them nation-propping, but in any case the fact 1s that in none of
these proposgls is there a slngl§: one to ameliorate t_he_cvﬂs I have referred
to, nor one single proposal directed towards building up a heritage of
health and strength for the coming generations, save opium Pl‘Ohiﬁit' .
which in principle has always had our support. 10n

It is the duty of a Government to look well ahead ; to enact
legislation as will be in real fact nation building ; to take such steps  as suq}l
ensure the building up of young generations of fit and robust childrep W}xll
being the fathers and moth rs of generations to come, will be fitte ’to“él‘ o
charge the duties of parenthood to the country in the manner that t} 1s-
should. 7 ey
I realise of course that it is alluring to a -Government to o
ready-to-hand legislation as will show immediate and spectaculap g‘uch
But though it may not be as alluring to enact legislation as wij) < Cilect,
immediate and spectacular results, it is nevertheless a duty to pe £a cslhow
to. Such legislation:, as I now advocate, may not show results fo . ge«_ u
come, but future generations will live to bless the Government wh years tq

L] . 0 ino -
it, though its members long since have returned to the dust from Whic}lltlta}fed
EYi
came.

‘What I have just said, Sir, may appear a.very censorious indictme
) : ; 2
.Government, and indeed the blamt.s must belong to successive GOVCrnme;tOf
So now, with your permission, I will proceed to show that I have arﬁp]i
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justification for my remarks, in the Annual Public Health Report of the
province of Assam for the year 1939. On page 4 of that Report in para-

graph (5) “Birth Registration in urban areas’, as also in the bottom line of

l;ow very difficult it is in a province like this, the bulk of whose inhabitants
live in scattered rural districts, to ensure proper registration of all domestic
occurrence, but that does not absolve the Government from taking steps  to
ensure that this state of affairs is remedied.

On page 5 of the same Report in paragraph (9) “Death Registration
in urban areas” we find a reference to the quinquennial average death rate.
This is stated to be 17-40 ; and in the same paragraph we are appalled to
see that the highest death rate in the province was recorded in Golaghat and
was no less than double the quinquennial average at 37°76.  Yet only now
are we told that a Health Unit is to be established at Golaghat, ()n.ly oy 1
in fact after repeated representations from  this group, Government is alive
to the fact that this appalling state of affairs exists in the Golaghat Sub-
division.

Whilst still on the subject of Golaghat may I refer once again to  the
alarming increase of ‘“Kala azar” in that subdivision.  In view of the
figures presented -on page 14 of the Report I feel members ull this HU”-SS
will not be inclined to regard me as a scaremonger, for since the year 1935
the number of deaths from “Kala azar” in the Sibsagar Division are record-
ed as follows :(—

paragraph (6), we find ad missions of defective regisiration. 1 know Sir,

1935 101
1936 929
1937 oo 126
1938 447
1939 ’ 553

It is indeed time that a Health Unit was cstal;lishcd‘ in the Golaghat sub-
division which has claimed more than its fair share of these deaths, and we
rejoice that this is being done.

As Managers of tea gardens we have the greatest difficulty in segregat-
ing lepers who are in the infectious stage. Many of us in fact do not know
where to send them, Fortunately for some of us, there arc Mission Hospi-
tals doing excellent work on leprosy. In this connection 1t js 1ntercst1ng to
note that whereas Government in 1939 treated only seven leprosy pectients
in Sibsagar, no less than 116 were under treatment at ‘the Leper Colony at
Jorhat established by Dr. Kirby of the American Baptist Foreign Missionary
Society. We are told that this discase is receiving the attention of the
Department and that steps are being taken to begin the organisatlor_l of
special Jeprosy work in the province under the auspices of the British
Empire Leper Association, We are also told that advantage will be taken
of the proposed visit of Dr. Issac Santra to Assam. In the meantime, Sir,
is the extensive knowledge of Drs. Kirby and Crozier taken advantage of by
the Public Health Department ? Why wait for the arrival of Dr. Issac
Santra wI}en work could have begun with the resources already to hand ?

Turning now, Sir, to the
Malaria. At the bottom
on Tea Estates in the 1
started in 1923 and it h,

question of Provincial Public Enemy No. 1,
of page 17, there is a reference to Malaria Control
oom Dooma area. Now, Sir, this control was
S continued ever since. It was started with tea

garden staffs and at Teg ChE hias been  conting :
fea g__arden Stafls and at Panies’ expense and tinuing with

€a Companies’ expense ever since, and eighteen

T

o
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P > : " Malaria in the
. sals for the control of M: e
s afterwards we find d?"“. l)lf)l)n‘?:lli.-{t)u[‘ the schemes initiated b)' I'ea
Y s N 1t lands within infective rans oI Government. Industry spent
Governmer ’ der consideration o ! ) oy Spelt
Jompanies are now  under ¢ 2 per cent. of the  population in this province
Comyj 2 lakhs of rupees on 12 pet (w‘- v wnent, 5o far as T oo frake Gif,
over four © nti-malarial work. The Goy u-x.. t 0,{ Rs. 20,000 (o s ALy
AR e f Rs 80,400 which includes a ‘L”g-(‘;“ 1} 1‘1.t >
. ) 400 . yer cent.
SPC”]L, QIST::}“‘:V“.Ch SO’CECW o the 1em-llf;::iﬁ\‘ }t(h'{l anti-malarial schemes are
Medical Rese: il e evidence to s ik : e second gapa:
3 i e : ad in  the seconc z
e “.l']‘]‘l'dl ‘)‘T‘ xRy birm Lo page ' .lndll'(ruuniﬁ(‘(l control, ‘11 the
in fagE ot unl] - al work in the area is not unde Had a period of 5 or 6
“."\n[i' arva ) . e [ (3[]‘(‘(:tl\’(3," adl ¢ JC ‘
graph, " which such work is l‘ngt:l} tl'x:)ﬁ of these schemes and the necessity
gesult O sed between the inaugurati ‘haps very much could not be said,
years elaps ification l.)‘,-inqpez\ltscd., perhap - have clapsed  we CngL
for their un s peraernliers that eighteen }»in\‘ discharge of theip respon-
but when o1e his or other Governments on the S
s ate Lhis
congratula te direttion. o jich @8 1 hane advocated,
e required for legislation, suc ll“% of the Report in the
IU“S““CT“OII'I)Sld i(111 the first paragraph ol 1})‘“:{(;‘~1‘11((\f11)1~t\‘ e 2
surely 1'} 18 t;).'}t)l({ a(hd 1l4th lines where 1t s bjn}.d It 1{\1’01‘15 files -zlncl i
11th, 12th, f the villages in the anti-malaria  material improvemast o
CO'OPCNt}IOn Ot ill not be possible to eflect any ate
inion that 1t w S -ohibitive cost®’ .
e ‘ea except at a very prohibitive car that every person in the
sugls an ar(,h‘ figures before us it would “PPL,‘ d, vet SlH‘l“"DO‘( still conti-
S LL by this time have been \‘.'IE.‘.CH]‘CLLQ > )S rmpnhsible R me e
province mus -=)to]d that in 1939 this discase “f‘ the drevious vear We
fues 2rid l*"é ’litchs which is an increa.s'(i of :).ffill]:)\'iti Ax‘;'th for the i
T 147 deaths, al hospitals olat;
g L RIS DD SPOgtE iously mistrust the vaccination
are also told tha.; tl}:fxll-pox cases. We seriously ll]ffhlill’:;)tllc‘l‘q g
and treatment ot smz llowance for the ignorance o TS . y
] ies even making a ow accine from the arm of the vaccinated
agencws] leads them to wipe the vélccn sortunity to do its a oy
requently lea S 1as had an opj Ly to .
i:rlficllcl before the vaccination 11]121111od'1ti011 for lunatics in the Province save
There is no proper accihwd with getting a lunatic certifieq and there-
: ~ ) 3 > O .
jails and the dlm‘*““‘.@ it ly treated have to be €xperienced to be
Jz}l ; laced in restraint and properly
after p . ) ‘
bihicged. 21 of the Report, Sir, the following is written :—. -
On page : X 'nised institution for the training of miqd
" HASIE 18 o s the province. The services of doctors
nuse c.Z/zals i B 'nity homes are available for do
to hospitals and materni y m = e
idwil There is no provision for the supervision o
midwifery. n idwives and nurse dhg;s either in domici-
midwives, assistant mj wive Bivt] 4
: - i rivate practice. The Assa_m rths anc eathg
papy o LA (\ct 1[3935 controls the registration of births and
Reglstr.atlo}ll’l i v,ince > No provision exists for the contro] ,f
e fo the pro istration and  supervision of nurses, ealth
. 4 L .
t}‘u? t1a1n1ng_’ ¢ rr?tg midwives, nurse dhais and trained s
visitors, assis a;ﬁbition of practice by unregistered midwiyeg and
s no}pr‘o is no rcgulation regarding qualificationg and
dhais and t l'el?‘st'lffin maternity and child-welfype Work and
appointment o féate’“nity hospitals and homeg. The TIndian
the Inspection (())ntrO]S the conditions of wq men and childrer1 in
ortes A%iic eis no Children’s Act in the rovifige, s
industry. g o to the advancement of this weyi are ignorance’
i e
chl‘?fjl_m I;::icpartl}’ poverty on the part of (e bulk - spl &
prejudice
population. >’

wives and
attached
miciliary
f salaried



710 RESOLUTIONS [25TH MAR.

adm’iIs‘g:;;?;g 1121(1941, Vblll.l}-l(t s‘(;xt.«- -;{ Zx;‘ij:ﬁr.a ‘(ii%'~u-¥ga,’-—.i in this ~»t:\gurr_ing
{U o no credit to a Public Heualth Department operating
anyw}_‘erc 100 years ago, and if 1 have not said enough to establish the
necessity for a Public Health Act, surely this paragraph supplies ;;il (ht;
evidence necessary. On page 23, we find in Chapter 11 references to health
Ipropaganda. Now, Sir, I seriously mistrust all these references to magic
antern lectures and the like, because, though I have sought for, I have
g found. a single person who has ever seen  a single magic lantern
dcmonstrauon in any :)la(:(j. I ]‘H’J"' is not the slichtest doubt that there l‘?
room for much health propaganda and we trust it will be carried ecvery-
where with the efficiency and vigour necessary. At the same time one
cannot help wondering whether a closer connection between the Education
Department and the Public Health Department would not  be beneficial.

Drmkmg water is another subject which should be controlled by the
Public Health Department.  As it is at present, anybody may dig a hole in
the ground from which he and his family may drink and that hole in the
ground whose water may constitute an absolute menace to a large number
of people need not be filled up by the owner of it nor is there anything
wt}ich will compel him to fill it up. These holes in the ground from which
drinking water is derived arc very usual, but what s” all we say about the
pollution of a drinking-water tank in an enlightened town like Golaghat ?
Here to my knowledge is a drinking-water tank which though it has a pump
for drawing water from it, the local inhabitants rather than use the pump
break the fence and dip their water vessels, dirty and clean into the water
direct. Through the breach so made, cattle walk to the edge ol the water,
drink from it and also foul it. People wash themseclves in it, and the
other 'day an individual was actually found fouling the water. The state
of this particular watér tank happens to cliect 1y community, a large
number-of whom are compelled to get  their drinking water from it, for
there is no other source. ~The dangerous state of aflairs I have just re-
lated has been represented by my community to the Municipality.
Nothing has been done about it. Now, I know it would be of no benefit for
me to represent this matter to the FHon’ble Minister-in-charge of the
P'u.bl.lc Health Department, because he would refer me to the Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge of T.ocal Self-Government, yet the matter is most directly
one of public health. @an I give you any more pertinent example of the
gt:fifit:gf the Public Health Administration in this Province as it now
S That there is room for re-organization and rationalisation of the entire

t;g.ar;ﬁ?ntlpf Public Health is very clear, and the probability is that the
Y hlcu arly in the lower grades will have to be increased. This in-
crease, however, could possibly be made good by removing officers operating
at'the present time in the Local Bodies and transferring them to the
Public Health Depar: b gl oses, ol serning h I
now being-done b L'melm’ ecause much of the sanitary inspection wor
properly-done by _St’heg::a. Board officials would, as I have said, be more
ment staff. were they members of the Public Health Depart-
Further
and other w;nlf‘g.:z’lgv (i:g%m?w the Government contemplates ma ternity, child,
duced shortly. No\,§ tatl(;n YVhllsL a Nursc? Registration Bill is to be intro-
b= the appointment.of ae ogical accompaniment to such legislation would
General of Civil HOSpita[medlcal woman as joint assistant to the Inspector
and supervise both the »Sd:and Director of Public Health to co-ordinate
medical and preventive work for women and children

throughout the provi i
province in accordance with the recommendation of the

1
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Central Advisory Board of Health. Appointments of this nature have been
made in the Punjab, United Provinces, Bengal, Central Provinces, Madras,
Hyderabad State and Mysore State, and I suggest this Government should
not lag behind, but consider taking a like step in this province. Therestains
reason why this appointment slmulgl not be made in advance of the proposed
legislation. At the 3rd meeting oi~ the (.{cutm’l Advisory Board of Health
a resolution for the appointment of a senior \\*m.nau Medical Officer having
special qualifications and experience in - maternity and child-welfare work
was generally adopted. Assam’s reply to the rc‘s_oluugm, however, was -
follows :—*The maternity and (tlul(‘l-\\'clf_m'c.work in thn§ Province is not yet
in a sufficiently well (.1(:\"('-1\);).(‘(1 s:g:xtc to A]llxst,lfy the appointment of g senior
woman officer for this province™.  Surely  the :‘11?]70111t11‘1c‘31t of such a
medical officer would sl'm_'mlntc the development of maternity and child-
welfare work in the province.

If my proposal is not acceptable, may T suggest that the schemes
working in the P!‘O\'mCCS.I have enumerated may l)_e C}OSCIy watched by
this Government, and if they prove successful, this Government shoulg
come before this House with appropriate measures to bring our Province
into line with them,

I ffoarm; S, 2 BEVSBEFAHIE Gs G Al this House for longer than T
should have done, but I plead justification, for the subject is one of great im-
portance. I trust, however, that what I have said may have the approval
and support of this House, and that (mvcrnmcnt. will realise the REL RIS
and early introduce legislation to r:medy the serious defects [ have rveferred
to.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Resolution moved :

«This Assembly is of npini:)p that steps be  taken for overhauline e
administration of P_ublic Health in Ass:}:n in order to frrtiis e d“::&_ct:
revealed by successive Annual Reports™. .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKEJEE: Mr Speaker, Sir, T

support the resolution of my hon. friend .A/It‘.‘Blenncrhassctt, but “’;‘lSe- to
.thinking whether there was any nccessity for moving such o el las Just
because from the very wordings of the resolution it is quite Olution,

our scope is very limited, because it has been stated there f}llzztr“tg?t
1s

Assembly is of opinion that steps _be taken for overhaulj
tration of Public Health in Assam. in order to remove the
by successive A nual Reports”.  Sir, these Annual Reports
by the Government, so I think .that all these defects are well-
them. Now, Sir, it is really curious that we are to remind the (3 nown to
about their duties in such a vital matter. Sir, the hon. mqy OVernmer_xt
resolution has given sufficient facts and figures ; so I do not like tel" of this
that side of the question, but I shall quote another Portion whijch Ohgo Into
left by him. It will be found from the Annual Report on the W ds been
the Civil Hospitals and Dispensaries for the year 1939—(the Repor tO}'ku}g of
by Lieut.-Colonel L. A, P. Ande::son, M.A., M.D., B.ch., pigs 18 signed
1.m.s.) Itis stated there :—“During my inspections of Subdivil; D.T.M.¥r,,
other Dispensaries I have encquntered one pern‘cious esuls of§0nal and
economy which is chiefly met with towards the end of the f§
the dilution of mixtures containing esscntial drugs, Particulap)
a.point at which the mixture ceases to be effective. Thepe Py .
is of greater importance to Assam than quinine, and the supply of‘ug which
mixture in a non-effective dose is a forr_n of economy? Which oy quinine-
be tolerated for a moment. But what is the dlSpensary doctoy
the malaria season he is besicged by large numbers of patients
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fo‘r treatmcnt, but.al] too often his stock of quinine is too small to last the
g’l:z:;]:'*l’;’té?d :(: h}nds are available to cover 'lrﬂgil:lruar“[‘”g-. indents. .‘md
T ’thp' rt ol lh(:!}‘ca'r, he must face one "uﬂ two alternatives : to relus¢
Sl a\ticc thSl{lt of which can .br- f‘.‘r,‘nl}‘ imagined) or to a\_fpply his
s fOI‘tunapte nts with rcduc.cd and lnc”«_’t tive doses, unless t].u* (l;s‘ar|1snr)'
Public H enough to receive a gratuitous supply of quinine from .lhc

s ealth DCPartmcnt, a windfall which occurs but rarely. Statistical
evidence of the conditions prevailing is afforded by the fact that expenditure
on account of medicines on the 1,584,512 patients attending purely out-
patient dispensaries in Assam during the year 1939 was no more than
Rs.90,960, equivalent to 11 pies per head, and of course still less in the last
few m.onths of the year, when stocks are running low”.

Sir, the other day while we were discussing @ cut motion relating to

FOI’t.:St Budget, we sufficiently gave vent to our feelings regarding cinchona
Cl}ltlyation in the province. So I do not like to raise that point here again. =
Sir, if we consider the treatment of malaria alone, the amount of quinine
and cinchona available during the year 1939 for the 8,27,190 malaria
patients attending all Medical D(:p:xrllrm:nt dispensaries amounted to 3,705
pounds, an amount which allowed 34°4 grains only for each patient. The
mir.limum amount of quinine necessary for a full course of treatment is_ 1(?8
grains and it is obvious therefore that we are attempting to treat malaria 1
our dispensaries with a dose of quinine which on the average is little more
than 1/5th of the dose required to effect a curc, which is of course what
should be aimed at with patients attending Medical Department dispensaries.
The discrepancy between the dose given and the effective dose is still greater
in the case of those patients attending purely out-patient dispensaries since
the figure 8,27,190 includes malaria patients treated as indoor patients who
are likely to receive full treatment. The amount of quinine and cinchona
available for purely out-patients may therefore be taken to be even less than
34°4 grains per head. . y

Now, Sir, the point is how are these difficulties to be met. Sir, I hope
I would not be blamed of repeating the samc argument as I advanced
during that cut motion, as T mentioned before ; it is high time that Govern=-
ment‘should take up cinchona cultivation themselves and extend their help-
ing hand to private persons also if any private person wants to take up this
industry. Assam has got sufficient land, if properly utilised, to supply o
cinchona not only to Assam but to the whole of India. |

Now, Sir, about the maternity and child-welfare work it has already
been touched by the hon. mover. But my point is this: it is good on the
part of Government that they have come forward with a Maternity Benefit
Bill before the House so far as tea garden labourers are concerned.  Sir, it -
may be said that myself being a tea planter and as my pocket will be \
touched, I am going to give advice to the Government that before they
came up with a Bill like this they ought to have done something for the

masses who are looking to them for this kind of help. Sir, 1 hope in the
1] sion of this Assembly, Government will give a proof that they are

not shutting their eyeg 2 L . .
S s yes to _thls side of the picture by opening some maternity

Now, Si 2
» OIT, about leprosy, it was said the other day that Government was

inkin i
;}:)tilée gfott;] cs:t?—;gg’%a 1ac <i§>10ny, In this connection I 'like to bring to the
B thetehenld remier that one colony will not serve the purpose.
colonies are started ifl ?ﬁ]eaSt Rocolonies 1n t}}c . Valleys. wabes
coneaEe il ba abl’e : at case, after some time it will be found that Gov-
0 accommodate more lepers than they can do at ‘i

present with the same amount :
of money as they are spendin at present.
Tf nronerly handled these colonies will l?;c self-supporting in tixr%e. g
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As regards adulterated food, during the dlscussion of cut _
Was very ably dealt with by my hon. friend Dr. I('njcll. In the Report it
15 found that this is unfortunately a growing evil. The administration of
the Assam Pure Food Act has been far from satisfactory. Except in munici-
Pal areas, where there are Health Officers, there is hardly any attempt to
enforce the Act. One of the difficulties probably is to enlist the Co-operation
of a sufficient number of local persons with the rcquisitq Spirit of public
service and leisure. The procedure for sending samples for analysis strikes
the average person as being unduly claborate y bllt. it cannot be over-simpli-
fied if the accused is to have a fair trial and his guilt deﬁmtcly established.,
But at the same time it has been suggested that 'Govornmf‘nt should de well
to investigatc into the sugf{(‘slion that a snbst;mtm} reduction in the rate of
fee charged for analysis will help to mend matters.

motion this

I think Government will take notice of this fact ;1!50. ‘
As regards propaganda, it has been stressed practically in all the

the Reports
that propaganda work just to enlighten the people about the utility

Y of the
Public Health Department is not being carried on properly. Sg, Sir, I
think the Government should take proper care about this side also. More
intensive propaganda should be done by Government.

Sir, I will not take much time of: the Housc. _ I hope tl}:lt Dr. Tcrrcll,
who is taking very keen interest in this subject, wxll. deal with this matter
more elaborately with special reference to lunatics and T, clinics.
But before I resume my seat, I would request the Hon'ble Py

A ; remier thay he
would give a reply to this resolution, because during the discussion of the

last resolution, we were rather put to a very awkward position

When we
heard the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the D.cpm*tm.cn.t, we thought that
he practically accepted the resolution. He said that if it wag Ot A toupip
Committee, Government had no objection. But ) a.fterwards in hig l‘epl\?
the Hon’ble Premier said that if the House was willing, Jovernment heig o s
objection but they will keep themselves neutral. It js curioys i'ideedo
Sir. So it is better that the Chief should give the answep in - >

matter like this and the discrepancies in replies

I shall touch only one point and that is
dispensaries.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon.

‘ a serio
also shoulq be avoidegs

member’y time ;

u
" Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: About the
saries Government should take special care. It has been R
of the Report published in 1938 that out of the 27 subsidiseq ; page. 8
sanctioned only 8 dispensaries were opened. Names of these g disspeqsar‘les
have been given, I am not going to take the time of the House 1, Pensap es
these names. They were opened during the year and the remainip quoti ng
saries could not be opened during the year for want of Suitab]e ana dlsPen_
doctors. What is the reason, Sir ? The other day e heard f_(]uahﬁed
friend Mr. Goldsmith when we were discussmg.about the Medic rom our
tion at Sylhet that there are so many well-qualified doctors and tha Instity-
had for a song ; but now from the Report we find that fo, want oefy can be
doctors these dispensaries could not be opened.  Sir, thig belies ¢}, Suitable
tion of my friend and proves that we are in need of more docgopg an?i conten-
diately. My another point is this that the money which
for these doctors is also very meagre and hope thgt GOVernrnent will see Oltlte'd
way to increase the amount which should be paid o the doctors so tthe;:
they can open and maintain the dispensaries Properly,

With  thes
words, Siv™ I support the motion. s
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Dr. C. G. TE,RRELL= Mr. Speaker, Sir, I must thank my
hon- ﬁ"lcnd fOI’ t.hc klnd fo‘frCHL" ﬁh.ﬂ, ]U’ b :’Bu»:"ir to the remarks I lll.ld:’
a few days ago on certain Public Health mattes

There are a few further matters of interest which have not yet been
toucl;ed on and which I would like to deal with briefly. '

lhc‘ﬁx?t of these may appear to be ol only parochial interest, but

actually it is a matter of far greater significance.
o II} thc course of thig illlf!l’f',‘,‘fﬁ”ﬁi r("u.'ir*f..‘ of h‘]u" I’Hia“" Health }u'nhl(-m,
it is said that with the spread of education and enlichtenmend the minds of
the pcoplc may be aw;].kr:n(ffl to the “r:’«i for a better ‘.-I.szﬂ.uei Ol H\‘im: and
hygiene. That there is a real need for enlightenment is illustrated by a mat-
ter that has come to my notice since my arrival here.

I refer to the agitation against the gn"t-;nrr«l site for the new tuber-
culosis clinic in Shillong and it has occurre d to me that a few
remarks on tuberculosis and this site question in particular might help to
dispel misunderstanding.

A clinic is not a sanatorium—it is for the registration, ceducation and
treatment of out-patients only. The latter may extend to X-ray examina-
tions and treatment by artificial pnecumothorax. It is proposed to maintain
two beds only which would be used for emergen iecs in  the case of
collapse. and under no circumstances would they be occupied for more than
one night.

For the efficient working of a tuberculosis clinic, it is the studied
opinion of medical experts that this must be .&.iuguu;d in the most .ccntral
site possible and in no circumstances should be in an isolated locality. In
this connection I quote the words of one of our greatest experts, Dr. Frimodt
Muller, who is the High Com missioncr

(1) The clinic should be the first
equipped for diagnosis and have a Jaboratory. 1

(2) It must be situated in the middle of a town and when funds
permit, a central block should be purcl—mscd in the most denscly po}‘)ulatcd
area and if necessary houses should be pulled down to make room for the
clinic.”

Apart from the recommendations of this outstanding expert, the matter
has been considered by a Sub-Committee of our own medical experts,
including the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, the Dircctor of Public
Health, and the Civi Surgeon, and the site choscn is the result of their very
careful deliberations, Whep, funds are available, the actual tuberculosis

hosp}{:’:;llelsrégdlit;?uilt at least 1} miles outside Shillong. ‘

: s of Shillong are faced with a very grave danger over the
tUbCIZCUIosm problem. [t is estimated that there are at least 1,000 cases
now. in the town and another 1,000 within five miles. The number 1is

t’f:;&fé?eg as a result of many patients being sent here from Calcutta an
S o Suliong i bong found very Taveurable for the
purpﬁsee :ri]ie(;tti?as::i }il‘or this clinic is in every way ?Uitable, to achieve its
being somewhat close fomlellmmum r}umber _of patients. The fact of. its
We are dealing with 4 the bt}zaar is a spg:cual advan_ta_ge in this connection.
It must be obvious to alif":‘heatl_ng community and spitting is very profuse.
advantage that thoge s 'St in t'he interest of Public IﬁFeath, it 1s'a c.leﬁnl'tc
the bazaar should haye tﬁfl u@llg 1nfeqted with tuberculosis and spitting 1n
cularly when it is borne iI:S clinic easily available and close at hand, parti-
mind that this habit is responsible for the spread

of the disease and that th
- the successh ior ] ] . b
solves 80 per cent. of the tuberculolslxis I[,)rr(fgleefrlr‘ilon of promiscuous spitting

for tuberculosis in  India.
effort. It should be modern, fully

P S P
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At the clinic they will be taught the clementary principles of hygiene
and prevention of the spread of infection, by l)c.lng supplied with spi‘t‘t\ﬂoo[ls
and taught to use them, instead of otherwise being a grave danger to the
whole community. =

This is an important subject, and on the success or failure of this clinic
will l.argcly depend the future policy of the tuberculosis campaign in the
prOVlﬂCC. . . . X

For this reason 1 sincerely hope that objection to the proposed site
which has been very cavefully considered and approved by expert Opinion’
will bs withdrawn and full support be given to the project to ensure it;
complete success. ]

The unsatisfactory and inadequate arrangements which exist in Assam
for dealing with the problem of the insane has long been a matter of grave
concern to those who have made a study of this question. There is only
one institution in this province for the accommodation of lunatics—nan‘xely
the Mental Hospital at Tezpur. This hospital, which is always full to over-
flowing, has accommodation for 690 patients and to the credit of Govern-
ment this accommodation has recently been increased by 26 beds.

T'he institution is by no means up to date and s handicapped by an
inadequate water supply and a serious shortage of modern amenities which
are cssential for the maintenance of a reasonable standard of sanitation
and hygiene. o

A high percentage of its inmates come into the chronic category and
therefore there is very limited scope [or fresh admissions. =

Existing conditions necessitate close contact between the minorit
number of cases—u'rho.n'light respond to treatment—and the chronjc ()neﬁy
and this is very prejudicial towards their slender chances of recovery. S,

The census figures for 1931—which are the latest available-re\,ealed
the fact that there were 5,027 lunatics in the province, and this must be
mere fraction of the correct total. A more recent survey for statisti Ei
purposes of villages in seven provinces ip In§11a shows that the ficure (f:'gr
Junacy indicates that Assam heads the list with 1'5 lunatics per 1,000 of the

population.

To those of us who are closely associated with social services, it h
become apparent in recent years that the consumption of ganja is’ o iy
increase and reports filtering through from the opium prohibition d'nt -the

1stricts

indicate that these are particularly aflected.

The evil effects of this drug are well known to all and need
stressed, but it may not be fully realised that they must also Wl i .-
increase in insanity. An appreciation of these realities brin s
vividly bcfoz:e us and we are faced with the fact that orglly
provision exists for the proper housing and treatment of a small
of the insane.

The consequences of this are very serious and, in pract; .
only being possible to dispose of the n}q’ore violent a,nd Icglancgfg(e)’ relsu]ts Jr, it
the cruel and archaic practice of having them confined in thus unatics by
Those in charge of jail administration of the province are keeel loca.l Jail.
this injustice and I quote the following from one of thejy ré]cgntal“’e o

lead to an
the problem
Inadequate
Percentage

reports: annual

“As a result of the inadequate accommodation provideg in th
Mental Hospital, certified lunatics had to be detained jp Sails tf ¢ Tezpur
or periods

considerably in excess of the proper period. This is very und
in jails which have a sufficient number of cells, to accommodat

in the smaller jails which have few cells or none, it has fre ¢ them ; but
found necessary to accommodate certified lunatics in barracksqu:]r;ﬁ; lv);‘:g

esirable, even
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f)(f)'ns‘ﬁgg’ ar:7.c‘:‘!_),(’£]icnf__Whi‘fh cannot be fl_r*ﬂrwlrrl on any ground except that
Tas (.Cf,ssny_ _Ilu:' provision u'i 111¢ H‘P.a‘.f’r‘l .u'mnumml_xuv{u mn t_hc

DL Mental Hospital is, from this standpoint alone, an i1mpcrative
necessity”,

Iyenturc, Sir, to suggest that ample evidence is available to show the
necessity for Government to take action in this matter. Increased modern
accommodation on a large scale is essential, and it is my belief that the
problem could be best solved by establishing a separate institution in the
Su.rma Va”"y in the nf’ij.',hbrmriwml of Svihet. This would at once ensure
relief to our over-burdened Mental Hospital at Tezpur and, from a geogra-
phical point of view, would be a far more efficient and satisflactory arrange-
ment than further enlarging and encumbering the existing one.

A study of the volumes penned by our greatest mental specialists reveals
the deprcssing feature that the margin between reason and insanity is a very
slender one, and further that this is particularly applicable to the finest
intellects (laughter). As provincial legislators, [ feel that we must claim an
honoured place 1n this category (laughter), and therefore cannot remain
indifferent to the serious need which exists for a  betterment of conditions
and accommodation for the insane in this Province.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Sir, I want to speak only one
and that is very important.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Lct the hon. member hear the
Hon’ble Minister and then I shall allow him to spcak.

lhe Hon’ble Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I thank the hon. mover of this ‘r(:snlunpn for the masterly
way in which he has introduced this matter before  this House and fpr his
taking so much interest in matters concerning Public  Health. Sir, th.c
other day in connection with a cut motion tabled under demands for_Publlc
Health, some of these points were raised and 1 r(:n*ncrn!)m: that I rcphcd to
most of them. If]I take those points again, I am afraid, that will be a
repetition of my previous arguments.

The hon. mo};eg }?asl(;il;;t of{jall raised the question of Public Health Act.
I remember, that day, T stated that though this Government have got no such
Act there are other Acts under which these matters can be dealt with. I
also tried to make it clear that even if we have got an Act now, we sha!l
have no sufficient staff to utilise the different provisions of that Act. 'It.ls

for this reason I pointed out to the hon. members that we should wait till
we can give effect to the re-organisation scheme which is under the consider-

point

ation of the Government now. When this scheme will be taken up, I think, .

we shall have sufficient number of persons to administer the different provi-
sions of that Act. But for the satisfaction of my hon. friend I can say that
we are now thinking whether we should have very soon a Public Health
dee in which all the rules and regulations of the Public Health Department
vam be enacted. That will be more or less a handbook for our Public Health
di?fi;ir;i r'l;hey can refer to that book and take action according to the

_ e }llloes and provisions of that Code. ) ) ;
e 3{ :}I:Cmber was speaking about the anti-malarial measures. _Slr,
R o i € hon. members of this House that we have not got sufficient
e a? Céit?nswe work started all at once but w1-th our s_le_nder
the other da Ch.om.g whatever is possible. The Hon’ble Finance Minister,
¥> While introducing the budget mentioned that we are going to

E)igflc?:.stii Islopizs:_than 15,000 1bs. of quinine for four years for free distribu-
%% it B OSC“JVCC and T think the hon. members will be glad to .learn that
T e otrl)l 9 e have provided no less than Rs.37,500 this year. I
P er day that there is also an anti-malarial scheme before the

4‘(/
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. s of the House may be
ideration and the hon. m mh~(~;:-::{(-( at Hojai in  the
Government for “m;l.( e already accepted onc \i -(l . -“.hox;w for two
1 to know that we have : ~o‘ntcnlp|ulmg‘ to take the s . el b
g district, and we are c . But as those proposals came ate, we
Nowgong Ilpara and Cachar. i * the year 1941-42.
istricts in Goa paLa. 3 . » schemes for the yes
distric take them within the new
could not bout infectious hospital. Of course we
<e abo - S Y .
member also Spok('-’l infectious cases, bu I tlnnl§, my hon.
The hon. hospital for treating infec Rl et Government
have no SCpCl‘athl()S}] n that in all our hn.\pl.‘ ; A Wk
1aV ill be glad to lear - . e got  1solatio ‘ards : &
e gla Is, we have g S e
iend will be g 'd hospitals, Qs > 1S A great necessity but
ﬁlcf;itals or Local Board htr(.}ruccl I admit, Sir, 1lu]> is }lTl f-:n ki p'll‘l.i(;lll s
: are 5 e ‘hether - spital * P g
?}?OS;(’ infectious Calseficilmmc difficulties \\ll(.lllfl‘ a li{b-lnh('r we would s ot
’ - b s o Y mnee. < 3
me time rve the entire provi ; e alreadw
the sa i an serve cep spitals and we have a ready got
aface of the provn?ﬁfxc“quippcd in different 110§P‘]‘“l*‘ ! 7 8
rds proper p ~ different hospitals.
ARvE wm}? 1lx*angemcnts in our differer I
" Suc re <
some

- tl,
¥ J
hC }1 ('l"']‘lo

Sie > local bodies but they
hat the power has ec g ('n-tt?sit"lxlcbtorilvf and Government
He has Statc'd'“ the provisions of this Act sa .-‘.‘,1 to make it clear that
could not Ut;‘hs'::: take 151) this matter. He also triec
d therelore te
shoul

i he local bodies our Public Health
owers have been given to the
the p
when

: ‘oblems.  But I think tVen  without
roperly tackle those pro v ok i . E
flicers cannot I?lgp\sil(l]i’nl( 1s competent cnough to bF\I}\‘s’Oﬂ:'}l:‘é‘t“i:fl 'al(\-lullt
Ohe power, anyll'r:] lof that nature to the .n_Otlce (;f ?}101 Iia;'e Ll"(m‘d [(\(::S ]t}]c
‘ tion or anyt l]l( g tion under the provisians o " to authorige n. . €
era istrate to take a]c bodies have got mn])lt} power {m{ u ?1 lSL,a‘} many
nylae%lSir’ our 10'(1:3 fo take action under this .1/\(‘.1. t ! (»Cltill)lr?" f\'t-‘ 1ad g4
' ons as they h. N the local bodies to allow t em to ‘"lm(‘ (Mf(. the Sub.
pe mendation from der the provisions of t_lus Act and -JO\xmmen_t have
recorr;:tor of Police un edqtion- I find there is some m)sundcrsta.nglmg in
Inspe thar recommend: \ They think that only the / ““‘Cll)ﬂlities
reed t0 members. ey ; Ry X .
£ ind of the hon. me er to take action under this Act. 1¢ 5 not g,
the m n given the powe ke nmceaty -y
have bee ds are also empowered to tz
oar
Local B .
ropaganda, my hon, friend Mr. B] -
Sir, about the health p Opaﬁiené ; M}r. Mookeriee Blenpe,
Nowv’vho was followed by my VA
hassett

* raised the
hat our propaganda work was no. s()uflalglcxg. I am 8lad, Sir,
question tha e not said that there is o Pr }. chn ad i
that they }.lat‘éd that we have got some ?Iogai(l'n IEI alr;l Assinea); wil
have admit t our propaganda staff. Our ]u ;C ea 11 Assistant Sur-
we have gib-Assistant Surgeons with i pdo 1€:ig01(1: i pe"a.tors
geons ?r.’d different parts of the provmclf anthe% day Se_ctures recerrious
are visiting h matters to the people. T . (;‘ this ry y luti ang Yed a
ublic.heafl.t uestions from the hon. mover Oable to eiolllmo 2
long hstol%ftrouble, Sir, we have })eet?lres were helod .
afg;ea;gi:s where those demqﬁszgarlt]lqao IEef:):;‘:e the House ver Y Soo e
the i wi -
ety b Pppaganda” 5o my
. friend oing their : q ;Hme, Siy
gg?sitting S ]?tltlédt}:i};tarfh(ijs is gnot all. Xvetsohi” Il?:;;'er}’ glad ! e Cal;
it must be adn:taﬁ' to imprOVC the pr Opagand: 1~;\;gis;0n fe'é\ rent A
stre"gthi:not“l;;nization scheme, we have ma ¥ ;
in our re-

r n > Sil‘,
. >f that, 1§ that
hall have one of our Assistant Dlrectors of Public
scheme is accepfﬁdi);'viﬁ;l Scharge of the eropaganda S¢ction and ¢he Propa-
Heaéth ‘gﬁiow?ﬁ be carried on satisfactorily.
ganda w
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. Then Sil’, about the accommaodation of the lunatics T am  elad to ﬁnd,
Sir, that my hon. friend Dr. Terrell took the trovble of going through the
records and find out the fact that ihis Governinent is not neglecting this, but
have provided 26 additional beds in the Mental Hospital.  Sir, our nceds,
apart from better accommodation, are very zreat. We are clamouring
for money for many other things. We have got an urgent necessity
for a steam steriliser in  the Mental Hospital at Tezpur. These
patients, i. ., lunatics, spoil their clothings very olten. ”Hut to have
a steriliser we require a large sum of about Rs.27,000.  So, Sir, when the
hon. members are clamouring for funds tor all these things, “‘llf‘!{ we arc to
provide money for treating ordinary ailments and other things, 1s 1t 1’)"0ss|hl~e
for us to give effect to all such things at a time 7 T think, Sir, this Govern-
ment have pot the willingness and the desire to cffect all sorts of
improvcmcnt but they must find out sufficient funds f{n‘ those purposes.
There must be sufficient funds to give effect 1o all  these items  which they
themselves fee! should be taken up. So far I can say we were very cons-
cious of our needs and we shall be only too glad to fulfil these gradually, so
far as our funds permit. With these words, Sir, I hope the hon. member
will please sce his way to withdraw his resolution.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of information,
Sir. Is it not the duty of Government to find out ways and means. to
augment the resources of the province

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHUBY:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is quite in the fitness of things that hon. Mr. Blminlgl has-
sett has moved such a useful resolution. ‘The bulk of the population of
Assam live in the rural areas. Consequently the health and P'“Srl“":l't)" of
the people of these areas are matters of wvital importance. T n.nj}g ad t 1lat
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge has expressed his prous W'-‘jh for 1{ 1€ P?OI? €,
but pleaded want of funds. We find from the reading of the cp}ogl that
the state of things as thev were in the previous year is continuing this ycacll'
too. The greatest havoc js being caused in the rural areas by Malaria an
kala-azar. Government admit in their resolution that:

. ““Kala-azar continued to show signs of recrudescence. An increase in
the staff and intensification of surveys led to a greater number of cases
being detected and treated than in the previous year. Goalpara, Nowgogg
and Sibsagar between them accounted for the greater part of the increase.

About the malaria the resolution says :

““The amount of sickness due to malaria is even larger and -the .impor-
tance of carrying on an incessant fight against this scourge which literally
saps the vitality of the population has constantly been before the mind of
the Government.”’ el

Sir, on referrin ic Health D Report of
: g to page 17 of the Public Health Department Report o
the Province of Assam foe t%mc year 1939 it is found that Government says :

(44 . i . 2
P 'nlzlala?a. fever continues to be the most widespread disease ‘in the
rovinee.  tis prevalent throughout the province and almost constantly

in an epidemi N ; ’ :
_district'srf” 1c form, Goalpara district is the most badly affected of _a]l the

Sir, the death T -

e th-rate of malaria in rural areas in the year under report
W?lsat ;lotal q;aths_ 160,§21 out of this 102,872 died of fever. This shows
= avoc Iever 13 causing in the rural areas. The health of the population
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rd' to classes iq a]qo not very (‘.m‘mlmgring.f. Al ])‘d‘t"c 8, un(l(‘_r item
E](:(:(, ll!; e 5 - > o B ~ < . : ) : X
Mort llit'y according to (}l.’l‘%st',\", it appears that dlll'ln_L,r tht‘ year undvr l(‘pﬂlt
¢ orta y ) £ S S

the deaths among— ..
Hindus ‘50‘ 1 4
Muslims :U‘ 1_;
Christi_ans {7. 0_1
Buddhists o

These (ﬁ);ll:rc;sd:nsfu certainly not encouraging. What I hear from the

inister-in-charge that Government are trving their level best -4
LoD ;\{['m(:l(b)ttcll?tlilo:;ls]‘::l?(th:‘]Puhlic Health Dt‘p:—}rlmont: but it_ is difficu]t
i prove ‘t.lc ent to bring outall their schemes into action owing to wang
oy (IOV(“??m opinionb Sir, the question of funds Sllollld not stand in the
a2 ﬁmd?’ g t}lle in};provcmc,nt of the health of the people Government should
e Ol"l d out funds. They can retrench many items and at least find qy¢
i ombat malaria and kala-azar. From the Report it appears that
money FO .(,:worgt affected by both these diseases ; I dQ not kno.w what effors
Qoa pare lst are making to improve the public health in that district.

Gover‘?me?{o‘n’hlc Mix‘iistcr-in-clmrg’c has already iniu‘rmvd us about some
. ISI scheme which has not yet been placed before the House. We

P ect that while preparing that scheme, he will keep in mind what we
ma Cclﬁ}ls’ctlssed to-day. I can at least say _this much that the amount whigh
havcl ave saved by refusing the resolution moved b}i My hon, friend
v1\";jcmlllza,‘vi Amjad Ali can be utilised for the purpose of improving public
healtll\]d'aulaVi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: T refuse to take it o .

The Hon’ble the S_PEAKER: '1_hc hon. member is not Sl)("c'\king- o
. . he is seriously making this suggestion. .
joke Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CH_AUDH URY . Th
Government ‘Resolution says that statlsglcs lsho?\f {)hul 1‘11(0_ the N”l‘th-VVeSet
Frontier Pl-ovince. and Sm.d, Assam hag a -ou-r(n‘ virth-rate ang death_mte
than the remaining provinces of India ; leg‘qldmg de;}m .

osition of Govcr_nmen_t 1s the same. I hope, Sir, the_se facts will
into serious consideration by Govcrnn}ent and they will &y theiy 'lev‘l
in find out money to improve the public health of the Province . e stt
:zore officers.to combat these diseases about which T have mentionedappmnt
| With these few words, Sir, I support the motion. .

M. JOBANG D. MARAK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am very Sratef
or rather I consider myself very fortu:nate to hear the speech qa ch;eg tll)l,
o Tf)l:l(::ltl’IWhO has enlightencd us with some practical mformation abou)tr
‘tléci:l“?ul JqUitC agree with my hon. friend Mr.Mookerjee that two ¢
for the Asam Valley and the other for the Surma Valley, gon lepers, should
be established.  Both the diseases, viz., kala-azar and leprosy, artien HiL ou
diseases. 'So, these colonies .sh,ould-be atl some dlst.ance from the t‘ ogi.OUS
Of course, I cannot agree with Dr. Terrell in one point, that is, the, whs.

I

Oloniess One

are to be established within_or_in the Vl(f:_ml_t}ces of towns, glron‘nes
town, Sir, we have two institutions, IOHC fprl ad[a'aiar_ and the Other%‘ra
leprosy. 'Government purchased a l:?l ‘Oltxedo . (E:ml > Which belongéd to i
certain Nokma, at Rs. 500 and estal ls~t'c1es e?}on}]; for the lepers. ‘Tha
lepers in that colony make certain ddther toi Cakets, Pamboo mats
etc., which are useful to the public, anracticye ST_I}€ to the .
sell them. This is a very dangerolllls Dpe ik T T I referreq the
to the Deputy Commissioner, butt tAtﬁe' Eaéa};' freellnmls%ﬁner ek no action
for stopping the lepers to come to Y. ese lepers visit fish
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shops and touch with their hands dry fish and other food-stuffs. This is
very dangerous as the disease is a very contagiousone. So, Sir, I fully agree
with Mr. Mookerjee that there should be segregation camps or colonies
far away from the towns, in some suitabic place so that there may be no
possibility of endangering public health.

With these few words, Sir, 1 support the resolution moved by Mr.
Blennerhassett.

Mr. D. B. H. MOORE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my object in supporting
the motion is to add my plea also for the thousands of lepers’in this province,
who, shunned by their fellowmen and socially ostracized, are suffering a
degree of mental and physical torture which I think is appreciated by too
few. As far as is known there are no records of the exact number of lepers
in Assam at the present timne, and I propose very bricfly to give certain
figures to show that this problem of leprosy in Assam is not only extremely
serious but is getting worse. -

In 1925 the Government of Assam instituted a leprosy survey which

was continued until 1928 when lack of funds prevented the work proceeding
any further. During this period, the survey was conducted in five districts,
and in these five districts no less than 11,720 lepers were located and
diagnosed at the cost of little over one lakh of rupees. In 1931 ‘:vh('n the
census was taken, those same five districts yielded a return of 3,84 3 lepers,
that is to say, one-third of the total number which had definitely been
located and diagnosed up to 1928, three years previously. In other
provinces in India where similar surveys had been carried out, the same
digcrcpancy in returns at the census occurred, !Cil(llng to the l'(;.‘COl‘dCd
opinion of the census authorities that the number of leprosy cases disclosed
in the 1931 census was between one-third and one-tenth of the true figures.
The reasons for this I need not elaborate as they are very ably set out
elswhere in the Indian Census Report. In the case of Assam, the Census
Superintendent estimated that, in his own words, ‘‘there are at the very
least 20,000 lepers in Assam’’. If any hon. member  should d(?‘ubt the
accuracy of the statement I would refer him to page 263 of the Census of
India Report, Part I, Volume I. Between the years 1921 and 1931 the
number of leprosy cases recorded at the Assam Census rose from 110 per
hundred-thousand to 115 per hundred-thousand and it would be a fair
assumption that the figures for 1940-41 will show a further increase. It is
certainly unlikely that they will show any decreasc. Working on the above
census figures for a recorded population of 9% millions for the whole of
Assam, we have an increase from 10,171 in 1921 to 10,637 in 1931 actually
recorded in the census, as against an estimate of the Census Superintendent
of atleast 20,000. From 1939, the Report of the Public Health Department
shows that 4,275 cages of leprZ)Sy were treated in asylums, wards, colonies
and the varioug hospitals and “dispensaries out of a recorded number of
10,637 and a more probable number of 20,000 ; and of these 4,000 cases
treated, 01{1}' 1,068 were treated at asylums, hospitals, wards and colonies,
of which if I am right in saying, there are six excluding the Mission.

for gél;:;ei%u?}s pProve my contention_ that qu.it_e apart from the fa_cilities
Sanes SR the disease, segregatlonal. facﬂll;les are _hopelessly inade-
Cular! Sttention” s the problem of segregation which I wish to draw parti-
b CXtensi.o The on.ly.satlsfactoyy solution of thl‘s problem appears
Sotat Which" vwas ;1 of existing co'lonles and the opening of new ones—a
That this problem alsed bY. my friends Mr. Mookerjee and Mr. Marak.

o or one, no one can deny, nor can it be denied

that magnificent er]za maj
has been done, so far as finances have permitted, by
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the Government and more particularly by the missionary organisafions at
Jorhat and Silchar to whom due tribute should be paid. But more must
be done if the sufferings of these thousands are to be alleviated. In the
light of the expericnce of the years 1925 to 1928 it is quite clear that the
expensc mv?]\.\'c.d in a detailed survey of the entire province will be com-=-
pletely prohibitive. But there are other ways in which this problem can
be tackled an‘d a S()l.uuon obtained. I“Il,‘l‘c.I desire to pay a tribute to my
friend, 1\'11'.' (;ol(lsxmtl_l, who spoke on this subject so ably the other day.
He U"ng increased Government help financially to these institutions and
organisations which are doing such magnificent work on behalf of the
lepers, cither with or without Government aid, and to this suggestion I
lend my most sincere support.

The problem of segregation is the problem that requires immediate
and eflective action.  We have been told that Government have a scheme
in hand. We would only ask that any such scheme may be put into action
with as little delay as possible and worked with initiative and enthusiasm,
and perhaps more important, backed up by every rupee that can be spared
for this purpose. By such action Government will be performing a great
public service and will carn the gratitude of perhaps twenty thousand un-
l'lal’f?l.y beings to whom life under existing circumstances has little or nothing
to ofter.

The I_-Ion’bl(? Srijut HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI :
On a point of information, Sir. Just now I have heard from the hon.
member who has just sat down that Government has got a scheme in hanci
regarding treatment of leprosy cases. The other day I mentioned that
Dr. Santra has just finished his tour in this province. He has visited tl(
wards and asylums and Government is awaiting the report of that ofh .
As soon as ‘that report will be available, Government will have t(; G
it and then formulate their scheme. ) Consider

Mr. C.' GOLDSMITH: Mr. Speaker, Sil‘, I am in full aor

with the views expressed by Mr. Moore. 1 should also t} agrecment
making a reference to me. But there are other departm 2ok him for
cation and Industries which require like overhauling g z:lnt.s also as Edu-
Now we had got cut motions and budget speeches anbd d?s‘ }mpro\’ement,
I think the Government must have assured the hon b on Bills,
all the grievances and all the difficulties in  the various cigggzlt)glb regarding

‘tments.

As regards this resolution I do not know
wants this _resolution to be discussed. But if it ; " S OVEr SimPlY
motion, aIS 1t aPPtCaI‘S to be, and Government it
that case I cannot supportit. I do not know 38 such, §
motion speaks of overhauling the administratio;l\’hc?ft(Pt'ltrllglposulon s 'fhré
means that the administration is defective and that th 1((:; Health, which
been sleeping over the question all this time. If the < overnment has
as not a ceénsure motion but only as one which brin L
therein yvhlch Government should note and try to rgs 1o notice defects
support it. I think it would be better if the Hon’ble ?\/Iin' > then I can

the position. 'Ster will cleay
Maulavi  MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: D,
Minister-in charge take that view of the matter, gy, hthe Hon’ble
of this resolution would mean a censure motion '(;nt a&the Passing
€

ment ? I think the Hon’ble Premier in his reply  will make ;
XK€ 1t clear.
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Mr. F. W, BLENNERHASSE‘I’I‘ Mr. -\is!f‘(l.‘i('[’, Sir, I think the
prerogative of expounding whether my motion was to censure the Govern-
ment or not for their laxity in this matier should rest with me. Butl
should like to say that I had absolutely no intention of moving a censure
motion as such, for had I wanted to I would have chosen the proper place
and time to do it. I would like to think that it should have been clear
from my spcech that the r(;S;")fmsibiiiaf: not only lies with this Government
but with Governments of the past. I then procecded to criticise this
Government for not taking legislative steps 10 clear up what we regard as
very. unnccessary evils in this province which .H!'z,'n.aﬂ.aunu ‘rrnulld avoid, 1
want to make it quite clear here, Sir, that there is no question of a censure
motion as such. I trust the purpose of MYy resolution has been served in
that I have made it clear that defects arc revealed by successive annual

reports on the Public Health Departinent. That is my motive, Sir.

Now. I should like to thank very muech all hon. members who have
supported this resolution.

The Hon’ble Minister has referred just now 1o @ reply which he made
the other day on a cut motion concerning the Public Health Act ;m‘pnrt‘of
my suggestions. Well, Sir, I am now in a position contrary 1o El\(: one 1
found myself in the other day where [ had no right of reply. NQ\\ I say to
the Hon’ble Minister that I do not consider that democracy comes into this
question at all. I do not consider that a local body should be entrusted,
in the very nature of their organisation, with the performance 91 . duties
which devolve upon the Provincial I’ll‘)ll.(: ¥{<‘;11tl1 l)c!)‘ut.lnfan;.
There may be other Acts, Sir, which the local I;ndy;s may t;lk(: aclxi.}xlltagcro .
but the fact is that the Public Health Department Report reveals e :‘C;
that the local bodies are not taking heed of these Acts nor t.z_lkc a..dvalnt(:g(, o
them, and it is in order to get over that zm(_l Stl’c'llf';t!l(:ill ] tlll(.:““ ;txlm that our
suggestion to inaugurate provincial Jegislation was ever ac vanced.

The Hon’ble Minister has also referred to the question of the increase
of staff. My humble submission is that, before they consider the 1?creaf§i§
of staff, they should consider the amalgamation of the ]oc_:al bodies St.a's
together with the Public Health Dcpartmcnt’s staff and consider reorganisa-
tion on those lines. I entirely agree that re-organisation of the f:ntlr_e
department is absolutely necessary- But 1 do not agrcc, Sir, that re-ox%am-
sation without legislation will ever ¢ ,mbat the evils that we have referred to.
For instance, I repeat again that in regard to the question of any anti-

malarial scheme which may be initiated, 1 maintain that without legislation
no amount of re-organisation alone will do the trick.

Sir, the Hon’ble Minister also made meéntion of hospitals fc_)r treat-
ing segregation and infectious diseases. € said that accommodation €XIsts
in Local Board and other dispensaries for isolation, but all T have done
is to quote from the Annual Report.

Sir, as regards food adulteration all that I suggested was that Govern-
ment should strengthen the legislation: to put an end to it. The Local
Boatd Chairman, afrer all, is a member of the community, and for the

most part a non'oﬁ:lcial s T
pinc : e expected to do much without
provincial legislation, and he cannot b P

) ﬁi:gt%vding Propaganda, I am vety glad that the Hon’ble Minister
rea € necessity of it. I did not say that it did mot exist, but I said

hat the magi P e : e i :
Ebettcr kn_of\;%]'c 1ant¢rn Propaganda should be extended, so that it should be
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ation for 1 ics, I do not think the LT f
ith regard to accommodation for lunatics, L do n k vou, Sir, for
i 1Wl'i‘:-7p1&;r Mental Hospital by 26 beds is sufficient ; thank you,
of the lez
alt’s loaki = eriliser to
¥ I do not think it is necessary to spend Rs.??,no(}_ for a S“‘; Sutsida
ilize patients’ clothing and if the Hon’ble Minister will see n;,cthod s
11117 B i 1 sqf - ~p ‘heaper 1
iﬁerwards I shall be pleased to suggest a very much cheag
im. . . . oo ~€¢ more
— inally, funds are not required for legislation, and I do urge onc i
F“g hmmcnt‘ the necessity ol introducing provincial legislation
Ty over . Y Q a e -
ox_;llth]t;ut the whole thing right. Short of that
wi
4 e Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD‘,JILI.‘.‘?&
s ker, Sir, it is quite in the fitness of things that Mr. B!cm)utli::?:?
3 aK o * b R e & ac 4 oS
K spm«)\ve’this’rcmlutiml as he comes from an area where the gcof LIT(‘
should l>nl)lic Health Department are more 111:11}1&‘5( on JI(:C‘OL‘;nto those:
of the ltlions of kala-azar. We are all—(the 1\‘111]18[1‘}’*—.‘) obligec Hons for
- > g Q ¥ O
depiin’a nbers who have emiched this debate by various Sll}.{{f‘esl(qg kvl
hio- munenL- of what Mr. Blennerhassett very aptily dCSCl_l JL(1 :\short
o f health and strength of the future generation, but in I_}L-I e
hc“mgcf ?imv“that we have tc-day it is very diflicult to deal with—if may
space 0 'tl‘cd’ to use tihe expression—this omnibus resolution. I.th.nught, Sie,
be pelin': omnibus will be a double-decker, but 1 find that >1t 1S a treble-
that t.n‘ We hea-d quotations from the Report on the Public Health
e ent {rom the mover ; we have quotations from the Report on the
Departm , Ir. Mookerjee, and, finally we have quotationg
ical Department by Mr. Mookerjee, ,
Medica Report on the Jails Department by Dr..lcrrcl], and 1 see that
from thlelc-dleckcr has room on the roof to carry the llall(ll)ng§ of the
this tre )rs And finally we had a reference to the Census Report of Assam
sengers.
Igz;’sMr. Moore.

} Sir, Assam, like other provinces, has been liable to v
91 ’

{

l

|

|

we cannot do anv-

arious scour
but it appears that Kala-azar is its pet begey. T do
u

. . not thereby say that
m is not infested or infected by contagious diseases like cholem, sSmall.
Assa and tuberculosis, not to speak of that fe]] dlSCZ’lSC\Inalal‘ia. But we
’ . N

Pox, Tiarit steps the successive (,overnmcuts have takCn o cc b
should see w . - ; l Fone
the inroa’s of these discases. I must thank Mr. Moore Who referred o the
g eflorts of the Assam Government of g decade ago when there were  surye

| Of k!lla‘azar 3 there were Survcys Or le

prosy, which‘ou account of the world.
wide depression had to be stopped in 1928 belore ir ¢ butia
i

. ould be ﬁnished,
survey of the S districts gave valuable data about the Spread of leprosy.
Te combat cholera, _the Gover.nment started lhc_ manufactyre and (ree
| % distribution of bacteriophace which has got SPCh_af wide repuyte that bacterig.
| phage was indented . from Assam by . dlsmlft Gover like that
| of Egypt. Inshort, Sir, we have been doing our le‘vel DSl Sombat s very
! kind of disease. Thanks to the preventive m}f;ﬂilmes taken by the time]
| use of bacteriophage, the inroads of cholera whic !+ had made 1S homg in thz
| abiganj Subdivision and in Nowgong district, are thm_gs of the .. R
. Habigan] holera has altogether (; e
| this I do not mean to say that cho hewdiseasc in it sap_peavedgwc- Have
sporadic ¢ases now and then, but i ntire pr 3 co. Piyeinic sl
: practically disappeared from almOStﬁ mali mrricltjdo mct?. s no ng our
! bést to combat with /calataza’> and ?:fe resc ect Onl Ph? aditions g
‘ Government of Assam of the past in this resp > andiat g Noteworth that
: s deficit bud the Governments of Assam of ¢} s
in spite of deficit udgets, for treating £ ke
spared any expendlture_ of m one_VI emember, Sjr ity o
| famnous medicine Ureastibamine. I remember, Sj ™y childhood:

ges,

ala~-azqy C
» that jp

b e
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kala-azar used to decimate portions of Assam in a cycle of about 10 years,
but since the use of this antimony preparation in an injection form, the
mortality fr_om the disease has been reduced 1o a small percentage. We have
€en carrying on with this treatment all these years, but last year we were
surprised to hear that this medicine had [aifed to re-act in most cases in
t}.le Golaghat arca. We rcqunstc:d the inventor Sir Brahmachari to come
himself or to send some reliable authority to make an examination on the
Spot, to see why his medicine was not re-acting. He sent an agent who
took some material from here, the result of which we have not yet heard.

I was personally responsible for sending our Director of Public Health
to the area so that the public feeling of panic may be allayed and in order
to cope with the situation, four more treatment centres were opencd in that
subdivision and a big hospital with one hundred beds was started in
Golaghat. So the Government is taking every step possible to combat
the disease and we are glad to hear that the progress of the disease has
been arrested and we hope that in a few months’ time there will be a
substantial decrease in Kala-aza: cases in that subdivision.

Sir, the more educated and enlightened people get the better
chance of hygienic and sanitary conditions prevailing in the locality and it
is well illustrated in the death rate per mille which has been quoted by
Maulavi Maqbul Hussain Chaudhuri. I find that better educated and
the richer community of the Hindus have the least mortality which is only
17, whereas both the Christians—probably Indian Christians of whomn the
Hill people form the large number, as well as the Muslims come second
with a death rate of 29 point something. But the death rate is highest
amongst those who are called ‘others’, that is 33, which category pro-
bably includes ¢x-tea garden coolies and other s«:tt!(:rs.llkc the Nepalese
graziers and Nunias and so forth. Their death rate is highest on account
of their living conditions. Hon. Dr. Terrell mentioned  that there is a
large number of tuberculosis patients in Shillong and my information s to
the effect that the greatest percentage of such cases is among the Gurkhali
people who live in a very packed condition vyltl} l.)urnmg fire in unventi-
lated sleeping rooms. It is on account of this hvm:gr condition that their
lungs are affected. The large number of cascs n Shillong and neighbour-
hood is confined to this community. So Government has been attempting
to do what little they can by way of propuganda. My hon. friend Mr.
Blennerhassett hag a just cause to doubt how far our propaganda has been
effective. I remember, Sir only afew years back—probably three yecars
ago—there was a hig exhibition under the patronage of Lady Reid which
remained open for about a fortnight in these very Assembly precincts
where every kind of education for prevention of diseases, everv advice of
sanitary living, nursing of the sick and maternity rooms were.given and
exbibited for the benefit of the people. But unfortunately, Sir, we have
not had the same amount of attention and enlightenment as was expected.
Though time and often, lectures are given in places where people can go
free f‘“}d which are meant for indigent people, the large percentage
comes from the educated Indian society.

I have not touched about small-pox. But bab i i

ey all=-pox. probably it will be sur-
pff'sélﬁlg tglmt?lnyzlembers of this House glat in certain section of the people
ﬁaire Yin 25 eA Ssam Valley, there is a religious prejudice against it. We
i ssaLn Valley a sect of Hindus which goes by the name of
e wfo are the followers of the great reformer, Sankar
ST T l(_) _the Vaishnavic cult of the Hindus, who refuse to be
in i 2 religious grounds. Barpeta town is the stronghold of this
cult, Here the people suffer most from small-pox. But they refuse to take

W
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inatiot In spite of the i':u‘t_ that we have an .-\v.t. ”"‘.\v;l‘"l‘ill,l!inn
vaccmathl-. = of our constitution of the province into Excluded and
Pl aC'(J'(I)L”llicl('n'c;ls and included aveas, this Acq does not apply in
Parually.cl.\'(, uc(%nl\" the other day, I had 1o intercede personally with His
s ai('mb.l . Governor for the extension of the Births and Deathy Regis-
Exc.cl]cnb)‘_l'lcd fll<; \";zu;cin:uion Act to a part of the N““‘gt)ng l)isn:jc(‘
tration ALE. ‘m\w w;mt to work an anti-malarial scheme.  So the (“m(‘“lt\;
I-Io_]:;h \\\\"1.11(\"“:')(‘ the (;(\.\'(-]'HH"I(‘.H( to have legislation, even :
in the way)

: : L .'ll[)(‘l' h.;l\'ing‘ legis-
. > Chambers of the Legislature of the | tovinee, is thay
: yassed in both the . g o - ‘he
]mmnl‘“si‘on of such Acts to certain arcas is not dependent
»extens )
the ex

upon the
Ministry. :nnerhassett was perfectly justified and  correet 11
Mr. Bh,n{}(- ii‘n Assam 1s malaria, and one hon.
P“b]ic C“C,HW ) ?. of ﬂ‘u-h death rate about 75 per cent. is attributed to thig
figures tlhfl O}ll‘l - Assam Government have done their level best to Combaqt
fell disease BKt AIulimSt be frank and admit that their efforts in this
i casss, ~ ‘ll mpare .\\'ith the superb efforts of the great tea indu\‘n‘\,-.
hehalf C“““O_t '(.011 II)‘(*'[(C.I‘ control and gicater advantage masmuch gag they
They have gli)tir‘l a limited arca, and to deal with a popu ation upon whom
i i :rrmt;r control, whereas the province consists of 77,000 Square
iy hayg ‘:;(,l : bol)inlntcd'arcns where it is difficult for Governmeng to
miles Ol‘—- h]i);r(l* 'uz/ti-malarial measures. | need only (.titc the eXample of
start ng}?CL A‘b(out ten years ago Nongpoh, a place just half way bet\\-ecn
Nong . ’ ;

! saying that
member has quoted

hati and Shillong, was the most malaria (—lll’c'(ti‘d p'lzu.c t_hroughout the
k' e barring of course Haltugaon ard Kac 'ugaon in  the
rOV1C 5 <
pro

2 % o FOTCSt
f the Goalpara District. Anti Ill(ll(ll‘lfll . n’.e{\?m_qs adopted by

areas o ent in these places for the Dbenefit of thep officersg | :
Govcrnmlu“ efit of the people livine in those areas have Practic:
for the Hen malaria free part and has also greatly enhanceq tyy,
NO”QP.Oh fll Kachugaon and Haltugaon. By mcntioning
Conqmon l; I do Onot want the hon. members to infer i
Smtlorl])s 311 };,ivettcd only to those places. We have
has» fetehe Public Health Department who are called
Stafrohose duty is to spray malaria producing
l];gé,.wproved to be the only _death dealing mixture tq kill ¢
mosquitoes laden with malaria germs. .

My hon. friend Mxr. Mookerjee with his usu
to point out that even our Inspector-Gener
cular period of the year, the
hospitals becomes so dwindled ¢

‘ce
at our Atentioy
got a subordinute
dlsu}lect'lnt Carriey
Pools with oil Whicl h'j;
he larvae of

al charity w

- - LI D Ql )
- al has criticigeq that g - OUgh
quinine supply in g, dispengq.s . Part-
hat the dispensaries are compg] Saries
so poor & mixture of quinine, and that it become °c t

S NON-~effan ot O make
the disease. He_ is perfectly Correct there, for quini?ie(:c: © combgat
in the .m_arketh_lnh very large quantity unless we Pay a v Nnot pe had

e uinine whig 18 on tll 5
"tIi1(I)ln qof the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals Since :01:12c0111menda_
becomes inadequate in certain years. 11:1 order to Suard Againgt sug’ears ago
ency, the Provincial Government is trying to secure ad -
Java quinine for the next four years. Mt;:lntlorg we(tjs Mmade aboyg tl PRy of
nity benefit by the same bon. member VIY ‘0 twitte A G_OVel‘n :
that while you are hurrying with a Bill or a bmaternlty benefi . Y saying
labour, why should you not have a ma;ellnlty thqnifiit Or the g
population ? There is some amount of loose Inking i, this

ar,

indented by the province
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_ Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : On a point of personal expl
nation, Sir, #1 did not say anything about any Bill. I said that (;n\-crn;n]..a;
should do something about mater nity welfare of the guum-iam{ ) -

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
There js no necessity for any personal explanation I noted my ﬁ‘icnd’s.
statement down. Maternity Benefit Bill is meant for a people who may be
campc”cd to work in a state of advanceds Such a s heme for the u(fll.(?l‘&ll
mass ol people who need not work in such a state is needless. '

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Jy opening maternity welfare

centres that can be done.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Ifr my hon. friend says that we should open centres  for _Lﬁi\‘ill}._{ lectures or
for helping in maternity advice, then I should say that we are perfectly pre-
pared to do so.

Now as regards leprosy,
tioned by Mr. Moore, fine work has
by the Missions who had colonies of
asylums in the Hills where it is very
helped Missions that started work for lepers. e :
Municipality like Gauhati which started leper homes.  There is also a leper
colony at Sylhct. What we have done, I m.nst .'L(.hmt, is not the maximum

that could be done ; probably we are dealing with thousand cases whereas
according to the census figures there may be at ""“5‘ 10,000 cases  What-
ever may be the opinion of Mr. Mullan, the C‘f"}f“"; Superintendent, I do
not think, the figure was in the neighbourhood & 20,05,

For all these matters, Sir, a suggestion has been r.n);l(l(: Lh‘at we should
tighten the operation of the Food Adultc;-;uu_m_A(:t or Pure .I'ood Act and
that we should look into the question of S‘l‘,ll)Sl(hS(:(] dispensaries and that we
shotild also start cinchona cultivation :Lt‘(;o\‘/(:rnm(:nt farms and should also
help private enterprise. In this connection I may ~mention here for the
information of my hon. friend Mr. Mookc.chc that a private party hez}dcd
by the Maharaja of Mymensing’h had app{ncd for a big area in the Manlpur
Ang:f(fi‘or starting cinchona cultivation Government will give their best
consideration 't i or.

?"Mr. 131;}3;5(2;}5;?{.}1 MOOKERJEE : And also to other appli-
cants -

'The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, I am just stating the policy which Government 1s following in this
matter. Then Sir, it has been stated that the Pure Foo.d Act is not being
acted up o0 on account of the high fee charges for analysis. This is a ques-
tion which will be taken into consideration- ]

“Lazstly,"Sir,'it has been very rightly.pointed out that thc provision for luna-
tics 18 not adequate. Those who have visited the lunatics’ asylum at Tezpur
must'have known that Government have don¢ their best as far as possible
‘under “the limitations of funds to give best treatment that can be availed of
to these unfortunate people. Suggestion has been made that there is no
A'roO?:ISl-fOI" exgansion there and therefore another asylum should be started in
.gf“e'th:rﬁ?nis?gﬁy. That suggestion, Sir, will receive the serious attention
of traljr?i‘g’g ?rlll;"u%u:\igl mention about one tlfl-'inlgf ?(.ind _that is about the want
There i ﬂOflegislations in ‘the province O ;‘ -wives, Nurses and Dais,
will be glad to know ntia]bout e e onsideri e hon.. fricne
Bl e b e O ovn the qualifoas
e ina.uon of nurses WhICh. will lay down the guahﬁca-

other parts of India. The only question that

we have done our level best. As was men-
been done by Government as well as
their own. Government have their
much rampant. Government have
Government also helped the
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1941] the small number of nurses tlmtlwc lxa\;lc
- so long, was the sme y ‘e in Shillong ang roun
erred Government so --'g’r the few that we have in Shlllg n\s Sy l
diggerrct X brovince 5 barring lin another place the other day that
got in t-]“'h]l} ng, and as I mentionec w i to water, nursing is not taken as a
about .s!n]Sthi:: to nursing as ducks t?- thv Indian Society in the province,
{hast girls té - components o - ’ has fa e il B
Kha sion by the other comyj ses that we have gort, has to be brought
i Il number of nurses tinrad the availability of registered
1f the very sllﬁjfl_.n,T standard and registe red, sce of legislation being & ik
under a (]Uil‘l’ \(1) small that inslcadl of tlzi?cpléa‘(‘(‘t ol‘hdelmrring the quite
ses will be so ¢ ably it mayv have i >rofessior Now
nurses 7, probably istered. Fom taking te that pProlession, 0
> country, ring registere s AT S 5 7 - .
o t]l]itli(‘d nurses, ]}Ot lml?i?l is being drafted and we will see whether it will be
qua - t out that a S S

. : ing it before the House and have it
7 poin " this province to bring it befo
] may IP ¢ interest of this j
> )ES
to th(,

. s for better statistics and bettep
i tion of stiffening of the Acts for better s
S . 2t1¢ ~ .

'1 llC ('llIC'ﬁ

: sive our best (30[13.&1&1‘21(101‘1..
litions will receive our bes d the appointment of g woman
gienic condive I the mover suggeste ) At o 'k, as it hag been
hyg My hon friend th 't rnity and child weltare woxl, : 1 e &
tant Supervisor for mate { oa ady rtained  such an o cer.
istant Supervisor Ic rovinces have already entertained s of
aid that o 1t any woman Assistant Surgeon  for the
said thl-’llt ee whether we cz;}l al)lt)‘:)ltl I-‘Iol‘l*L‘ that we have not got a Women’s
: will s inform the
We wi T s sorry to infc

- . vervice in- Assam and we have very few qualifieq
purposc. the Medical Service

Branch of

i i aken  into serious consideratiop
5 2 will be taken 1nto ),
M.Bs. But the buggulsflgé‘ got in Shillong itself g lady M.B. who s
lady M2 1§ present we have g .
for the
becausc

as served in a similar ¢
:2nn Christian and who havs sele\\-tclsil:mce. I am told by my Hon
an Indian Bengal and she has got - .]p that there is a Khas;i ladyM
industry 1nthe ;calous Iil_laSl clmmrpcll;)]xa,ins to be touched is tub
Collc?.guet’hc only qucstlf)n t}lﬂfl members, and I agree with my honp,
: Sll:,as stressed by tlln thhelﬁa; said. T listened o the lecture by that
w_lucg VDI’- Terrell in w mDr Freemodt Muller, \.v}}xch he de_livered in the
I‘m(tjfrllorit)’ on tUberCUI;:c?’aftCL: hearing him, the Ministry decideq 0 come
th}uovcrnmcnt Hou'srcuberculosis Associ?l,tion anc} S, tatbers : have 5
to the ai}(;i Oi Iglszvided a decent sum for starting a tuberculosls hospita]
- we have . . .
:;.2£cllta clinic n Sh,l\}l)?‘?dlgénd that is to our shame that in SPite of e mone
Sir, one lastt\ spent for pure sources of: d1-111k1ng wate1: N0t only in
that Governmen t}[ze rural areas, the Insanitary and Unhygienje methods
towns but z_a.lSO ll?ave polluted almost all such_ sources of supply, What
of our hvmgt from the rural areas, where <_:r}11ghtenrpent has not pierced
can we expefj of ignorance, while the cpndltlonS“Wthh my  hon, friend
the dark ClOuh sett mentioned are such in the urban arey 1 Golaghat »
Mr. Blenner asﬁnd the same conditions. Buckets angd p]atf‘orms hay
Everywhere Vﬁz ure sources of water-supply, bIUttanbi?dy uses the_ Platform
p]aced neaI: t pEV&I‘YOI’lC would break _througl 1€ fence an in Spite of
the buckets. kets, would go into the water knee deep and collec.
or and the buckets, he support of eve .
the platform, hope that we shall have the supp , ember of this
ater. Le us hop hey should preach the gospels of hygiene g d tie
Ivylouse in our ef.fortsfthkat ti rt:Y the sources of drlnklng Water ree from pollut;
R Hn f}?gissl?or?stitlf:gciegs and every one will try their best to educate the
: a
;g;‘pig‘ in that ref(}))ﬁgﬁe d on all the points ;hathhave been rais
Sir, I haVi ave the indulgence to claim that our attentlon
discussion and 1;: rcthe reports which have b%en quoIthtd but also by ¢,
drawn not only of the different nom. momberys If g t inSven a chance
forceful Speetfé)ii ideas, some tangible results may come oyt In the future.
to work on

B. also,
Crculosig
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. member press his =
resolution ? . )

. Mr.F.W. BLENNERHASSETT : After having heard what the Hon'ble :
Prime Minister has said, ‘I do not wish to press my resolution to the vote. :
We take the assurance that the Ministry will take speedy steps to  rectify
¢ idefects that have been pointed out.

The resolution was, by Jeave of the House, withdrawn.
Adjournment
The Assembly was then adjourned ¢ill 11 a.m., on Thursday, the: 27th
March 1941. )
A. K. BARUA,

Shiilong
The 7th ]wze,’ 1941 Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly,
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