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104.—The hon. member is referred to the re Yo ok
Ply given t

stion No. 112(4) asked by Babu Karuna Sindhu ™ R
oy,

. 0 u e
nt session of the Assembly. nstarred

qué
N &
I.L.A.’ 1n t}]e

curre
Administration of Justice in the Garo Hj
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALY asked =
s C s

*105. With reference to the S
: \ upplementaries under i

asked by M1:11_](§ba11g D. Marak, during the last I%m b 0s.169-72
Assembly,( V)VI e Ozernlgent be pleased to state— ovember session of th

a nether Government hav :

. ave take i
. %‘rllg orders passed by Mr. A. J. nL?xlilgésgep '© revise the Stand
(b) The nature of the crime for which ﬂoggin.g was re -
Sorted ¢o

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib by =l o
DHURI replied : ib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU

~ 105.(a)—Government are considering the wi :
Administration of JuS,tice in the Garo H?lls. Wl body of Ruleg for
(6)—The whippings to which reference was m e
nﬂict‘éd'f
ating anocf

ade Wwere i

disturbance of religious worship. wife be

TO THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
DEBATES (BUDGET SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY HELD IN

« The Hon’ble Maulavi Munawwar Al replied *’, wher-
low Unstarred questions, put and answered during the
ssam Legislative Assembly, substitute the words

Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.
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Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Moy I oas)
of rules and regulations has already |

& 3 t
WYy Dechn taxey

[ 24711 Mar.

whether the revision

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR 1|
4 3% B ! AR HUSSAIN.
CHAUDHURI : Yes, Sir, it ha \

s been taken uf

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK :  Is it a facr that

that the rules and z‘r‘}:l)‘.\liujln.‘
were framed many years ago ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI: Rules are there, Sir.

Ml". JOBANG D. MAI(:&K. I want a zr‘?ﬁw.ﬂl“-, -"“eﬂ', an'hr*[hr‘n' (h(‘ fll‘C$
are being examined.

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
CHAUDHURI : I have already said, Sir, that rules arc being examined

Mr. JOBANG D- MAR:&K . [’-, l‘lﬂ. a fact that the 1“1(‘,‘4 wWere l‘n'-lln(‘d ‘)y
the 30th March, 1937 ?

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI: 1 think, the rules were framed on 29th March, 1937.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: Were  these rules laid up
betore the Partially Excluded Areas’ Conference 7

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR I'IUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURI: I have no information whether the rules were laid up before the
Partially.EXCludcd Arcas’ Conference.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: When did Government begin
to examine this question ?

The Honble Xhan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN
GHAIJDHURI: Itis under the consideration of Government for more
than siX months.

Teachers of Aided Schools and Madrasas

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

#106.(a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to the fact that
the Government of Bengal have since framed rules governing the entrance
into and retirement from the services of the teachers of aided Schools and

Madrasas ?

_(b) If sc()l, dotGovernment propose to frame rules restricting the
entrance into and retirement from the services of Aided Schools and

adrasas by teachef_s on the basis of age limit and length of services
whichever CoRe. Carties, with retrospective effect ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied: -

106.(a)—Government have no information.
(b)—The question does not arise.
*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know, Sir, whether Govern-
ment think it desirable that they should frame certain rules governing the
entrance into and retirement from the services of the teachers of aided
schools and Madrasas ?
*The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHA

not yet examined the question.
*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :

ment does not like to make certain rules ?

*The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Ifthe hon.
Le notification issued by the Government
in which such notification

UDHURI: We have

May I know the reason why Govern-

member will give me the date of t
of Bengal or even the date ol the Calcutta Gazette
was published, this Government may pursuc this matter.
*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know whether Government
consider it necessary that they should frame certain rules with regard to
entrance into and retirement of the Aided School teachers ?
“The Hon'ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I have

already replied that question.

*Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Suppose there is no such rule under
the Government of Bengal, in that case, may we¢ know whether our Govern-
ment would consider it desirable that they should frame certain rules with
regard to entrance into and retirement of Aided School Teachers from

rvice ?
servIge e Hom’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, this
question has been framed on the supposition that the Government of Bengal

has issued such notification, but if the supposition is not correct, then this

question does not arise.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(to which answers were laid on the table)
Public Works Department of the Sylhet and Cachar Division
Babu BALARAM SIRCAR asked:

145. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement show
ing separately the number of menials, clerks, road mohurrirs, Oversee :
and Subdivisional Officers serving in the Sylhet and Gachar Division of tl:s
Public Works Department ? (To be shown caste by caste, namely Hind g
Scheduled Castes, Muslims and others.) SR

146. Will Government be pleased to state— .

(a) The percentage of appointments reserved for Sch
in the Public Wor?cls) Department ? eduled Castes

(6) Whether they are fully represented ?

(¢) If not, do Government propose tO appoint suitable candidates
from the Scheduled Castes of the Surma Valley whenever an
vacancy occurs in any rank mentioned above in this Depart}-’

ment ?

* Speech not corrected by the hon. member or the Hon’ble Minister concerned
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T

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied:

145.“-'1.'1(: il)f})l’l‘n;’uinu askerd for is piven below

Svilker 13 { r I 1
| | ‘ ﬂ
| - h o
| & | | &
Communities | E C L e
5 w | b | =
= | = | &
:‘é ‘: p f g “ 4 h%
2 | = | ~ ' | = | & b >
22|z | 12 (2|3 | 8|3
- " \ l - ~ 1 4 ’—;
= 3 | = S | | & | S | A g =
= ) - - | pEA - |’ s ‘ - f‘ - = ‘l S | D
: 2 “'i ! | |
1. Hindus (natives 5 9 20 | 5(a) | > | 6 | 16 3 2
of Assam). 1, f ‘ |
2. Schedwded Castes # 1 e | ,1‘ 3 | 2 | 2 l
3. Muslims - 6 11 16 | - I | 2 | 6 | 9 .
4. Others {non- v .o ae 6 2 . 2] } 3
natives, Tribal, | | | N
etc.) e e} ‘ b - —
Total No. of 11| 21* 36| 1 H 3l 10 {j 16* | 30 7] 2
officers. ‘ 1\' | !

(a) Includes one temporary Engineer in-charge of a Scction.

* ). B.—Accountants, Accounts clerks, Drawing Branch Establishment not included.
146. (a)—Scheduled castes are entitled to 12 per cent. appointments in
the Sylhet and Cachar districts.
‘ (b)—Scheduled castes are not yet fully represented in all services.
(c)—1t is the Government policy to sec that every community gets
its share of appointments,

Rural paths in Karimganj Subdivision

Babu BALARAM SIRCAR asked :

147. (a) Do Government propose to sanction more moncy for repairs to
rural paths which are washed away by floods or damaged othcrwise in Sylhet
and Cachar districts ? ‘

() If not, will Government be pleased to state how will those
paths be repaired and improved where public are unable to maintain them.
148. Will Government be pleased to state—
() Whether the amount sanctioned in 1940 for repairs of the path
Aan Karlmga.nj Subdivision have been paid by Government ?
() var\llt})lt, fp‘or which paths, grants have not yet been paid and
y &’

The How’ble man Sahib M i »
DHURI replied : hib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU

154»'(1)0 (rcil)-~T,he hon. member’s attention is invited to the provision of

RS 2 ,000 at page 134 of the Budget Memorandum for 1941-42. The cases

referred to will come up for consideration along with others at the time of

distributing the grant. | H
(6)—Does not arise,
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148. (a)—Orders sanctioning the payment of this Board’s share of this
year’s grant for flood damage repairs have been issued.

(b)—Does not arise.

Repairs of roads damaged by flood in Nowgong
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMIRUDDIN asked :

149. (a) Isit a fact that a sum of money was sanctioned by the
Government for distribution to some of the Local Boards including " that
of Nowgong for the repair of roads damaged by flood in the year 19387
(b) If so, what sum was sanctioned to the Nowgong Local
Board ?

150. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether the roads so damaged by the flood of 1938 or 1939
in the district of Nowgong will be repaired by the Board
with the said grant ?

(&) Ifso, when that money will be available to the NOWann.
Local Board ? D

151. (a) Isit a fact that the Nowgong Local Board also submitted a
separate prayer for gllc money so sanctioned by the Government oily fo‘*
the specific purpose of flood damage works ? ‘ g o

(b) If so, what action has been taken on it by Government ?

152. Will Government be pleased to state whether the NO\\r;‘r
Dhing-Buragaon road damaged by the Brahmaputra floed wilf’on§-
repaired and raised above the flood level with the money so Sanctioned be
the Government ? _ 4

153. (a) Are Government aware that the said road, havipe
damaged, the flood water ecasily submerges the road causing g,
crops of the Lahorighat and the Bokoni mouzas ? 2

(b) 1fso, do Government propose to raise the sai

the flood level as early as possible ? ald road above

154. (@) Is it a fact that this is the only Local Bo
affording

i been gq

those two mouzas from East to West

ard roag oW
cattle ?

passage to Persons erllcll
(b) If so, do Government propose to give the jpj
those two mouzas the benefit proportionate to their (:onhtrillglu1

Board regarding the improvement of that road ?

(¢) Do Government propose to help the Now
with some money for the specific purpose of improvi
as to save the people and their property from the ravages of |
two mouzas ?

qbitants of
tlons to the

ad early go
ood in those

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR H
DHURI replied : USSAIN cHAy.

149. (a)—Yes.
(b)—Rs.5,000.
150. (a)—The grant has been given for flood dam ]
presumed that the Board will take action accordingly, age repairs and it is

(b)—Orders hai_u: already been issued for py
pected that the Board will be able to draw and utilisgtg;neft
financial year comes to an end, g

and it is ex-
ant before the
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151. (a)—Yes.
(6)—The request was taken into consideration in distributing
this year’s grant.
152.—It is for the Local Board concerned to decide as to whether this
road can be taken up.
153. (a)—It may be so.
(b)—The question is under the consideration of Government in
another connection.
154. (a)—1It may be so.
(6) & (¢)—The hon. member’s attention is invited to the
reply to question 153 (4) above.

Allotment of seats for the Assam Legislative Assembly

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

155. (a) Is it a fact that it was decid=d after the Joint [’:f"li;‘lllc'l!‘-fy
Committee Sessions, that there was to be two seats for § the Assam Legisla-
tive Arssernbly, in the Sunamganj General Constituency : ) _

(b) Is it a fact that according to the rf‘ff,fj”n“n:flt;_”{li ‘()‘f (}'ni‘
Hammond Committee, one seat was transferred to the Sylhet Sadar Genera
Constituency ? i )

(C) Wl“ GGovernment be l)](:;g&it'(l to 'Jl‘y_' on the table the f()“()\V”lg

apers :— ) . ,
pap (1) Representations submitted and c:.\/it!4;':1rzzfs given for .L‘hc“nl.oril.
gaid transfer of seat to the Delimitation Committee preside
over by Sir Lauriec Hammond. .

(2) Representations submitted and «;vid«::m:r:s given to tllc.af'orc-
said Committee, for the retention of the above seat in the
Sunamganj General Constitucncy.

(3) Papers containing orders for the tr;ms[:cr of the {J.b()VC' seat
from the Sunamganj General Constituency to the Sylhet
Sadar General Constituency.

156. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a comparative
statement showing the area, population and number of voters of both 'the
Sunarglganj General Constituency and the Sylhet Sadar General Constitu-
ency

1'Tcllle Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
rep 1€a

155. (a)—No.

. . (b)—There was no question of transfer, as the report of the Indian
Delimitation Committee was the first systematized set of proposals.

(¢)—The printed representations have been laid on the library
tabl_e. 1 G_OVCanent have no other recorded opinions. The report of the
Delimitation Committee will be found in the library, and for the final orders
reference may be made to the order in Council,

§
4
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Delimitation

Population of
cach constitu-

e —————

Number
of
voters on
provincial
roll

L~
2

Remarks

e

22,000(Sche-
duled caste
7,000).
10,000 (Sche-
duled caste
3,000).
8,000 (SCIIC‘
duled caste

we shall take
may movye he

Vide pages
183-184

of the De-
limitation
Committce’s

3,000).

.:'? .\: me “" la“. ency (‘\\‘lllkli':}i
2 | Comeney | Areainsqune | poputaios
g t“Pli(:,"li'n"- talies 'l‘ril.x;\l consti-
o i tuencies
1 2 . *
. ! 202 0O
1 | Sunamganj 1,443 203,000
(General).
2 | Sylhet Sadr 380 80,000
- (South).
3 | Sylhet Sadr 710 80,000
(North).
Demands for grants
GRANT No. 24
(43.—Industries)
Hon’ble the SPEAKER : NOV\_J,
gheThc Hon’ble Minister of Industries
8t faulavi ABDUR RAHMAN:  Sir, on 5

The Hon'’ble the SPEAKER .
the House on which

( Laughter).

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :
ard to certain cut motions a
"% The Hon’ble the SPEAK
before the House, the hon. member m
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :
ut motions in the name of B p
‘(]:ail and we do not know how he could ge

motions ?

through

the hon.

ER:
he Hon’ble the SPEAK

'{ain this fact ? True, the hon. Babu Kaorrlllcrll:
ascﬁi1 has got the right to carry on corre:}l:: }?ce vit
but | ?1 r any department of Government throug the jaji]
it e correspondence with the Assembly Depayt

abu Xarun

member

Does

. t motions.
. s for tabling cut mo :
in getting some form The Hon’ble Minister of Industries

Order, order.

motion now.

point of opg
There .

can rise on
I like to rise on

Ppearing
ER: When

it

er
IS  noth

Roy,
Submj

require a
Sindhy o

Wwith

3 illg EIS }?et
2 point
i a point o
In to-day’s ljst, f

any cut motjop
ay rise on a Point
I find, Sir, that t}
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of order,
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orderp With
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The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN ¥y the srecommendation of His
E:-ZC(:]](‘I'I(T)' the Governor of Assam, [ g ir, o o) thiat a4 sum not
Fxcccding Rs., 2. 1{3,20“ be granted o defray the charges whuch will come
in the course of payment during the year cn f1inne on the 31st March, 1942,
for the administration of the head 43 - Industrics™

There are as many as eightecen mot for reduction and most of them

relate to the policy of Government.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: I rise on a point of order,
Sir. Il] C‘-"'I’}' pruvincr‘ I_y;gg‘.’:iw ularly tn Bengal, we fin i that “A'-‘:T'zi}ﬂf" " ‘,\ﬁlliﬁ.
ter moves a motion for demand, he or she makes a specech on the subject
but here we have found during all these days that no such speech was made,
no ground was prepared and no case was being made out ; simply motions
for demands were placed before the House.

The Chair might call upon the

Hon’ble Ministers to make speeches when he or she comes up before the

House with a demand.
It would have
stated his or her case when suc

been better if the Hon'ble Minister-in-charge had
h a ,g,.“,.””-ﬂ comes belore the House. -'\(':(ll;!“}'
this is the practice which has been followed in other Legislatures. I do not
know why there is a deviation in our As serbly, Sir 2 I think, we have come
to the last day of our labour with regard to budget demands, and the Hon’ble
Minister’s labour will be well done if he or she will please state the policy
when making such a demand. _
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member will please remember
what the Hon’ble Premier said the other day on this subject. Of course, I
told the Hon’ble Ministers that it would be better for cach ol them to state
his or her policy in a short speech when making such a motion for a
demand. When the Hon’ble Finance Mimster presented  the budget belore
the House, he spoke pr;u:ticu]ly on «’ﬂ”"
House the different policies that are going
mcntl\:]r;‘tg;:iomﬁ%gerMAD AMJAD ALI: That was too general.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Of coursc, it is too general. When cut
motions are tabled the Hon’ble Ministers get the points on which discussions
are intended to beraised, and so when cach cut motion is xp()\-’cd, ‘the
Hon’ble Minister will say what he or she has got to say on the points raised
by the mover of the cut motion. But, I agree with th.(: }101]. Mr. Amjad f\ll
that . it would be a better procedure if Hon’ble Ministers, when making
motions for demands, make short speeches. However, we may look into this
mattér when the next budget session comes.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: Is there any certainty that
these hon. members will be here in the next budget session ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well, I am putting the motion.

Motion moved :—

“That’a sum not exceeding Rs.2,46,200 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during tbe year ending on
the 31st March 1942, for the administration of the head ¢43.—Industries’.”’

~ Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURIi: Mr. Specaker, Sir, I beg to
move  that the provision of Rs. 12,762 under Grant No. 24, Major head—
43.— Indust'n“es,. Minor head—B.—Industrial Development, Sub-head—1.
Ef‘afl(if‘ E};tgbllshment (total), at page 177 of the Budget, be reduced by
et bly eﬁst'hflfmount of the whole grant of Rs. 2,46,200 do stand

Sir, T would like to raise a discussion about Governme li oardi

the industrial regeneration of the province. OnE pANeY TeRR

lepartments and indicated to the
to be adopted by the Govern-
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We all know that the prosperity of a C,Om,m.'\.. mfaixvxll\' d{):pends on its
) jal development. Here in Assam, the Dcp:u.tmfanl 1as been neglected
industria ; of the pre-reform days. The expenditure under this head has
from ”"“lfmc © vn-ﬂvl}n;:cllill-.\‘Pt‘Ht- Government have not followed a well-
always ‘I)(,(..n fmr.lt?iqc :)‘n]i(:\' for the development and revival of the industrial
planned 5y s‘tnlm‘-l )mlvi-n“:- The result has been, that even after four years
TESGULLL S e t(*“t}]] . Pm;rincial Autonomy, no big industry has Sprung up,
of working 8 t"((;< are fast dving out for lack of Government patronage
the small indus ');0".‘:(] ‘vouths  have got no scope in the industrial fields.
and thc} (:"::‘(’17;] in raw materials of all kinds. With a ]ltlolc,' Initiative the
?):qpl':?t’rln)utlt could utilise these materials and start new industries which

< v . " > Province.
could add to tITe \\\(I]]Fh of l‘h: lrrcd with the large scale industries. Tts

The Department is not conce ouragemettt of huid] :

ivities are mainly confined to the encouragement \nd-loom  weaving

aCt“‘m‘_. lture and in imparting technical and n.\clustnal traming to oyr
S SEEE li it(i(l scale. The actual expenditure incurred by the Govern-
JHRCE on'adlmtr'iﬂ “education and industrial development of the Province
- forl '04.000 in 1037.38. Rs. 1,56,000 in 1038-39 and Rs. 158,000 in
was‘)Ris(i "The revised estimate for 1940-41, is the STNE as the actuals of
%339:40 These figures include th]c'.(‘;0;.;6':-;(1)]:](?)]1:‘i13§AIO‘IHSIC? ﬁffﬁ“t exceeding
Rs. 25,000 per annum. Thus t 1 lx;’IL(’Ilt S “cpartment has pgt
been generously treated by the GoVCT“ : ;1 L e |

The industry of hand-loom \veflwﬂg ((-)C%\’Lwinq In(:t?tI:tOSt place in our
. ial progcramme. The Governmen 20.000. W o te at Gauhag i
1ndustrla.P_ > od at an enormous cost of Rs. 20,000. \Vuwmg classes hay
being mait unlCCd to the Surma Valley Technical School. Byr s
also been ﬂttt?l‘](i’s"‘]-m;)orta'ni cottage industry in the villages g Not gettip
to fnd t}];1”:] and guidance from the Government. The pr
adequate C;e,l?] easy market. The number oflooms at wopk at the prege
cannot fin ccntirclY smaller than it was 10 years ago. The four Perip et
moment ¥ ties with 27 demonstrators are too inadequate t0 mee Ky

: ar I t
wc'avgllgnlt)'s. The small addition of 5 to the number a5 Provided itl?e -
uflx;(’:s budget will bring little improvement. we
ear
; rai that we have not been g,
Sir, I am constrained to say, 1 able tq msz
se of tl’lC handsome grant from the Government of India which VV'I:(C good
Lﬁl ally provided for the improvement of the hand-loom indUStry ‘i Speci
rrfatter of d-ep regret and disappointment that the Depar 1S

tment

f ) . e for the ear 1939. could not

tilise the entire grant from this source for the vy . 40 4 .

u;lllll-ssc 6,000 remained unspent. Th{: hand-loom md_us-rr . O%ra Elﬁ sum

gropérl},’ organised and equipped with modern applianceg, will o Villages,
S

. illa o a
way in the reconstruction of our villages. a good

. industries of the districtg ha

Most of the small cottage in ‘ I Ve Nop el
roper encouragement from the .Gov?mmﬁ?t andfthey are stryc i?celved
their::' existence. Private enterprises ]m t 5 rrnnznu acCture o oagg ‘lng for
oods, toys, brass ware, buttons, combs ar;‘ ik tl?y guch thing il leather
sgucce:e’d for want of help and patror;lageerl Indiae gate: Thy canu d not
try of Sylhet has got a good r;lz_trket Jaer OVmills of Ti.taovhut‘ 1t fetcheg ni ndus-
i : "he bag paj ‘ : Shar g5, ‘ " Price
or the manufacturer. T X T ay al.
izl()]erpendemﬁ on: the bamboo pulps ;:f zV‘\VS;lag}I;l Rfe};’, }6&(}))8 01(;: Will ba - CUta ape
' . members that bamboo-mats i subdioss 2000 arg a ,
hg:}ted from the interior of the Karimganj subdivisigy, Gover Mually ey

-oanise themselve ernm
easily assist these persons to organise Governms on CO‘OPel‘ativ nlt) could
get better price for their labour. ent mter"ention e Basis to

secure for them better freight rates. Until very Tecently, (he hcgf‘l;{lg‘*?i]sg
b Keystick
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dealers i . . ) ) =
'sif)l "I:’r("l,(;ll“.;l h:wl thp‘r mlpgng‘-‘ ol canre fraon the L‘*‘MT‘;\.\'Z;’:u;:.h“k] Snlh’ll\”l'
Itr‘ii" . but now they have been ousted by Singapore and Mallecea We are

AMINg our students in various technical subjects but for want of state aid

they have fa; i

j led to start si”dn_g,rualr-gnt efiterpriaes and all money spent after
them are ’

the thus being wasted Government should come forward and help
M to build up new industries in the province

‘ Sir, in the year 1939-40, a sum of Rs. 15,900 had been provided for the
L)Urpuss: nf's;r;mtivug industrial loan for the development of cottage industry
Ut a small amount of Rs. 600 only could be issued and the balance was
allowed to l;x;mr‘. Surely, Government cannot shivk its responsibility in the
Imatter, There was NU' dearth of ;lu,gﬁ]ﬁ«\ ation. If the rules stood in the
way, these could easily be modified and relaxed 1o suit the general condi-
ll(‘)n.. A big surm of ]{.»;. 22 000 has been g»ru@.‘iiiml in next vear's lmdgct
f‘”_' industrial loan. We do hope that Government would try their best to
utilise the amount. The budget estimates show that a big sum is annually
allotted as contribution to local bodies for industrial development. We
would like to know how the amount is spent. , . .

In other provinces, exhibitions and fairs are so often .»n"'g,:.uns:-(l in impor-
tant centres to demonstrate the utility of industrial pursuits.  But Govern-
ment has not thought it necessary to provide any sum for the purpose.

Sir, we are glad that some new schemes have been ;n'm:!cir.:l in the next
year’s budget. Provision has been made for installation of silk throwing
plant at the Government Institute, Gauhati.  We ‘:wml«]‘ have very ‘much
appreciated Jute weaving plant at the Surma Valley 1 (‘('h.nl‘r:ll SC'_"")I .‘?ylh(‘t.
A88am now is a potential jute growing country and ﬂ.lni; industry has gu't.:\
large scope for development. 1 would request the Government to under-
take an industrial survey of the province and on the light of that survey to
for.mulate the policy for the development  of fntlnsn'y of the country,
E’éﬁ;;bcse words, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs. 12,762 under Grant No. 24, Major head—
43.—-Industrir:s,p thinornhcadm__B.,.:,.Tndustrial Development, Sub-head-—1.—
Pay of Establishment (total), at page 177 of the Budget, be reduced by
]};{s.éll, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 2,46,200 do stand reduced

y Rs. 111,

. . There are as many as 18 cut motions and the Hon’ble Minister is
right when she says that practically all the cut motions want to discuss
the gencral policy. Of course, motions Nos 5, 13, 14, 15 and 16 raise
some questions about some local needs. I think, hon. members who have
tabled cut motions may take their chances of speaking and discussing their
respective grievances for which they have tabled cut motions.

supolr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Mr Speaker, Sir, T rise to
exfg)nsive 'S motion.  Sir, in my opinion, the need of the province is an
g Wand ambitious sche me of industrialization. Sir, foz: raw materials,
pecily s 55 ge_ed not go beyond the boundaries of our province. What is
he province 1s a comprehensive scheme of systematic industrialization of
e o hel in which .the Government should take a lezildmg part and
Govcrnmensp to provide persons vyho take up some industries. The
ble help S-mu.St ensure that the private enterprisers should get all possi-
the Hon’.ble Eilg, if T remember aright, during the Budget Session of 1939-40,
Mi ;ter : xht‘lme Minister gave some suggestion to the then Hon’ble

TSter in-charge of Industries that our pinewood, if tarpentine and resin
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-  mat sticks and that
- - may profitably be used for match ol oy
are extracted from it, m&y fl ed in our province as cottage industry.
. el . - acture Py oo T e =R
match also may be . m-"}” 'thing like that has been taken up by Gov u_f1~
But Sir, 1 do not think, anyt )('ri;m the Budget, it will be found that so far
P i 941. Sir, ' 4 1 et r Gove ent has
ment even (ll“_'“‘.!-f 1‘ -clopment is concerned, practically (xo;‘t‘:rnm; n €
as the industrial flcu op only two remarkable changcs—-—;-ithc‘nslt change is
. : There are y c is with regard to ‘other contri-
done nothing. \es’ and the second change is with 1 e Sir, that they are
Mg ‘conln\;ﬂ‘l\;ﬁ iy to these two items I mean to sa)t», : i ¢ 5 q :
ions’ ¢ oreferning . w G ‘nment. 1en again, Sir
butions’. 1 Iz‘-‘_“(-( is no definite policy bcfox‘(j‘(:o\l’ltili;;:gdinq S so?nc éxp]n-’
vagUe an e ot lk ~ Budget some figures arc o sers ‘demnn%trﬁ.tm': and
at page 181 of “.(. ..0., under the head O"cm‘j‘e ear and “t](- m\xmb =
nation is necessary €.g., hese were 23 during last year ar e
rearers’-—the number of these 'h.\t in the revised estimate the figure 1is
€ AD - o - < ) » ~ L - . s
is just the same this year also stimate of 1941-42 the hg}lu. 1s only 723.
Rs.9.600 and under the lm_d.‘%‘l = ill explain the cause of this dlscrc]v:mcy.
I :n\h Sir. the Hon’ble Minister wi : - }illc head ‘Sericulture’ in the revised
The total of the expenditure also under Rs.26,758. I hope, the Hon’ble
! h'( o Rs.34,800 and for this year 1t 18 X8.<0,
estimate 18 KS8.9%,000U ¢ hi v .
S : ‘Dlz 1s also. X ‘ . ek
Minister will Cxpl"mx]lut;ml products would hardly lée 9f ?lthY é‘st.:il t‘»‘_\lli‘ll(z
xe are agricu ‘ - a 5 ndust-
DI m<].-llb q(!;f the province unless t!lt,)’ go ?}an | in tl‘ i-]e'lzl\\,— :tlhl( }1:1
ing the wealt L L 0 Department of Industries is not re: y with any
rialization. 8111.. : S rity of the people who remain idle without any
p . ich the majori A S e ey R
scheme by whic six months in a year could be glvcn\_s‘omc work, which
work for about six benefit and thereby improve their lots. = Sir, ip my
would give them sc?xlleel)ltgx Lshollld re-organize the Spinning and weaving
opinion, the GOV%{}ITR is being done is not at all SE;USﬁICtOl‘}b'- It was said
seceons at On‘(:'fj-nd thct mover that this dcpa}ﬁtmiré:anlgi'lbli)oif eflfl gtelcllerou‘s'ly
by my hot. Il*l}(')uld like to say, Sir, s o als)qckward‘ness }(r)f f:a lag® bu‘,
ed but I should fixe he economic back ¢ ssam is oyp
kreate t contributed to the ly lack of industrial develq
what has mos dness, I mean, not oniy l¢ le. b Pment byt
industrial backwar ssclsting industries, for example, brass ang ell metal
lI;so neglect of the SC‘}lb if I remember aright, I think, the Hon'ble Premier
a 2 in Sir, 1 = . ;
Endustmcs' {Xlga; cut’motion during the budgfft slfssmn of 19394 gave
. > 1r s St =
while dlscg::’ioﬁ to the then Hon’ble Minister n:hc a.lgeb of the Ingy
(& o = ,
gon,. Sug%roducts of bell metal are so very heavy that it €Comes impossible
that the Il~dina1'y people to utilise them and he 1suggested that the weight
for the oshoul d be reduced and Government should see that (} can hel
of thess risers in this respect also. But, Sir, I find that Nothing has been
e Cn'tertrl)lis direction also. Sir, we purchase HllOSth‘Ofl‘ the necessarjeg of
done 111 from other provinces at a comparatl(ivey high price becayse we
our lives, adustries of our own. This backwar nessl lsb Dot only Tesponsible
have r};) ue to create fresh employment for thet I?SOP tf utllalsq Contributes tq
for failur 1 thing from outside by a owing the m
eople purchase ] Oney
i thﬁt%f t%e province. Sir, the scope glfseefgr}icl? Iﬁfﬁf poder Gover,..
tatlow o ited, so there must be something Iy the g upon. Fg,. the
Inmﬁlsh?l rhnmnpkwﬂmntIHObk““ simply Pening of
: ou
solution o

register
. to  solve t Sister
won’t do So, Sir, 1 suggest tftlato En dustria]izehttileunernployment
Ontm... the degy of Do f Assam entire] Province in g
G ot oy Sir, the economic salvation 0O re
b

ay.
p{'?rlfe(ff‘livngustrial developm
Er;employment and other

i . : he gift of He
prov1sqc€-the wealth of a province is not the€ g AVen,
ir,

ot hatural res but \

1 ou i V€ are
it | outr works We have got T © ICeS, m1

- 5 D .

to create 1t by e

i 1€, minery]
~ . . . in ShOl‘t, we haVC ot o ] 2 rals
power and good lands for cultivation ; 80t ever Ything that

. €pend
ent as this alone can eradicate S on g3

g Povert
evils that are eating into the vitals OSF’ and
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15 necessary to if’ﬂ!)l’rh'.‘f’ the economic oonditon the Provinee., Bul, Sif,
due to lack of enterprise not only on the part  of Government but also of
the people we are far far behind Ir s hueh time that Government should

pay their most careful attention to this departines

It has been said some time, Sir, that eood many soap factories have been
Opf-'mfd iﬂ our I’ﬂ)%’éhrr sl they are IMnkInge vory gom e | progress Lo qul I
would like to mention that for the two principal ingredients we have to
depend on others. These two principal ingredients, mo., palm oil and soda,
are entirely in the hands of a particular group of outsiders who charge as
th(‘:}' like. i So, those whio have tnken o thes kind of industry are also
suffering a great deal, and 1 think this is a sphere where Government should
extend their helping hand. o .

Sit’, in my ,,[,i,,if,”, big industries shouldd 4lsn be tanken up in ‘nl’d(‘l’ to
protect the small industries ; otherwise the monecy that s 3_“"”!!: spent
by the Government will be of very little or no  use at all.  Sir, it may be
said that in this year’s budget there has been some increasc in the provi-
sion because all the expenditure under the head “Direction’” has been  trans-
ferred to the head * Co-operation’’. But | find, Sir, that iu most cascs thas
is due to increment of a,;d;u’s’," increase in travelling allowance, and to some
extent due to the increase under the head **Works” where in place of
Rs.5,800 Rs.17,088 has been provided. Nevertheless, after a carcful serutiny
it will be found that very little has been done for the real benchit ol the

Province.
So, with these few words,
friend Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury. ‘ - .
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I also rise to

Mr. JOBANG D. MARA!Q: o
support the motion. The Garo Hills has been totally neglected in industry

and co-operative movement. At present therc is practically no industry in

the Garo Hills In Bengal, we find, Sir, that the ”‘J‘{’M" Minister-in-

charge of Industries and (,'u-n]n:r;ttiwr takes great interest in the movement.
= . - " . . T2 s ) 2

There are as many as 6,000 co-operative  sociclcs 1n Bengal with 1,20,000

members.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

We are not discussing Co-operation now.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : 1 am speaking on industries and co-
operation both.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
to speak on industrics.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : All right, Sir. There was one weaving
institution in the Garo Hills, and that institution was established as a
token of the good services rendered by the Garo people during the last
Great War. The late Sir Beatson Bell said thus: <] do :ecognise that it
will require money to improve education and industries in the Garo Hills,
but 1 do not grudge money because the Garos played so well in the last
Great War” (hear, hear). Sir, that was the promise made by late Sir
Beatson Bell. T am sure that had he been the Governor for some more years
in Assam, the position of the Garo Hills would have been different. 1 am
extremely‘ disappointed, Sir, that that gift has been removed from the
_Gar.o Hl]ls. We were getting some stipends to read in that weaving
institution, and some thousands of rupees as recurring grant for
that institution. But the whole thing has been stopped, and nothing at
all has been replaced as a gift for the good services rendered by the Garos
durlng_the last War. So, T have asked the Government several times to
gee their way, if possible, to reopen that institution. Sir, that institution

Sir, I support the motion moved by my hon.

The hon. member would do well
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was closed dewn on account of the activities of a Deputy Commissioner,
e o 1 3 . - i wlan riv a3 - ¢ <

who was against industrialisation. He clearly said to me ¢ I am wholly

against industries”.

Sir. some changes are coming in the Garo Hills. There will be bam-
boo mahaldari system in the Garo Hills. 1 ha\d a long talk yt;tcrday morne-
ing with Mr. Smith, the Junior Conservator of Forests, regarding Garo Hills
affairs. He explained in detail what was his programme about cultivation,
about mahaldari system, about royalty, about reserves. etc. He also propos-
ed to increase the number of forest reserves. I have got nothing to say
against his projects, but I told him this much I hope you will do this in
concurrence with the India Government’s order”, which order T have read
before the House during my budget speech.

On my way back from Ranchi last time, I visited the Titaghar
Paper Mills and had a talk with the Manager of the Mills regarding
the usc of bamboo for l);\p(’l‘-lll&\killg and also about the extraction
and transportation of bamboo for the purpose from Garo Hills to
Calcutta. I have learned that the question of extraction of bamboos
from Garvo Hills isa very diflicult one and that a man with good
experience of 'lhc work would be necessary. .'l'hc next point is the difﬁculty
of transportation to the nearest railway station  If the bamboos are to be
taken in a wet condition their weight will be very much. The most i
portant difficulty of all is to get the necessary capital to undertake the wog\'l-
So my point is this : the material is there, the labou_r is there, but X
capital is wanting. So I would ask, whcthcr it be possible for this Eoveiby
ment also, as the Bengal Government has done to lend a sufficient sum'for
this purpose, either without interest or on a small rate of mterest ?

only

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member s}
(hat there are other members also who would like to speak.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: 'There are man
e said, Sir, for instance, there is the virgin soil
;ndustries.

wuld reme mber

Y, more things
_ als
In the Garg Hilxl? fg;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: 1 would

; ask the hoy
short his speech. . member to gyt

Mr. JOBANG D MARAK: Very well, Sir. There ar
of maunds of Cotton coullected in different localities, for ‘i'nstle thousands
Bhagmara, Garobadha, Dainadubi, Rome-Agar, Bajeydoba ance, Tura,
machinery should be set up in these places and it would e ;tC. Ginning
to the people if this is done. At present, the profit is bejy, tgl‘i't’:at boon
Marwaris and the cultivators are not benefited in any way a¢ S aken by the

. Now, Sir, with regard to the sericultural indust-ry, L hay
Upper Shillong Farm and I have seen that very small ap,
ees are planted and a big amount of money is being s
If you go to the Garo Hills, Sir, you will find healtiry pent on those
Thousands of such trees ay o ava-i?:gl =bea‘v,utifu]

lable ‘
of rearing wau;?;;:

€ wvisit
d vep ed the

muga tr
trceS.ﬁ p C
trees fit for muga rearing. 1
any cost. But somebody should introduce the method

and endi there.
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The Hon’
on’ble Maulaivi Saivi LLA
VI raft . 1lavi Saivid Sir [T
ik ”J‘“()”;;”w L Mpatiavk ta el i }\‘{I }L"&Nf.’ﬂ.&f) SAADU A -
Mr. AN -~ Al name of the trec he | . ni :
- th”g > ;}}\(, S o dhe paxne of xhe | e has 1in mind ?
e B rE 1 s e : o', Sir, theoro arc mug g ‘or
near Samesw: he castor oil plants There ar illio i thew i
"'"r.f;rncn-;;x,rv river banks. ) are  millions of these plants
he Hon’ble S PEAKE ‘ . of
ideas and [eelings I!th:rjf f’,Af‘»I.?f - The hon. member is certainly §
Jings, but he should place his points within the e ‘ﬁ e
. in th ime  hmat of

his speech.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: ‘The Garo Hills, Si
aro s, Sir, are

full of potentialities.
Mr. JOBANC; I)Q hl.xlzﬁlx $ I :;‘.i'; Sit rthe (Sov
thc (_};‘r,, Ilﬂ“ ".”{] instruct us so s ‘o n”u”im’w». -r s ' | i 1nl“\.n(’fhilﬂrﬂlt ‘-s\’ﬁllld \'iﬁt
Maulavi MUHAMMY : Parghor-. S gradualliv.
S e v MUHA! IMAD MAQBUIL HUSSAIN CHAUD
g Fos ')‘7'1;":"": ST, I whole-heariedly support the moti B " HURY :
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury. We had ctod thut of ey e SO
, : T . We had expected that after her Luc
tour the Hon’ble Minister would throw some necw light ver Lucknow
L ) . : i b FI %% il i # -
of the industries of the province. But we are s “h‘!ﬂl‘llm ;lr\]rlnpmcn(
: RTINS ; 8 appointed  to finc i
‘Uf’ [‘)rl;p,t mihianyve and sound scheme continue ”ll!lft' the
;Al.n!l.tf.r in-charge has moved her demand as sil ' e
Ministers and there is no indication of any [ s silently Mte
e o ConfErence. any better result of her
- to deal with all the i 1 1
‘ v : e potnts brut w ' RIS
From the newspa ‘ 5. ’ .\l” only speak on
} : - . a‘.ghlﬁyf’l by wce h“(! [il;lt in (,(hcr I)r()vinc
1€ tn;illulf.;n ture of I,.’;pqr rt‘ﬂﬂl water hy \Ci lll ‘ =
1 do not kllrm“"‘.‘-’!\H'C”l"l it has drawn the attention nf'()n‘u; '(J-‘ —;
Our (:nl“'-/::iurr; can only take to the h;uul-lnmﬁ i”d”q::“:crn‘
know, Sir, 48 I 541 squarc miles of low-lying areas in the ‘\'11?1;1 .
ganj subdivision; that for somc $ix months of the year the ('Ulti\!';t.()rq )m-
their time in forced idleness, due to ab-ence of any agricul 1 1a pas
. ~ . vime they ca take to tl ] i griculiucsl JauieEy
During that 0rme they can take to the hand-loom industry. But I am sor
1 o s “3 - - : y 3
to find that Government }mfl.u. not made any attempt to introduce thli)s,
Jut some questions i is session i
i 3 qquestions In this session in  proper

industry in thosc localitics.
time asking for figures about the subdivision of Sunamganj, but I am sorz
b s S ‘Y

that the replics ,havc not yet been supplied. 1 would only draw the atter
sion of thc_H‘m bj.: .Mu.n.su:r in-charge and the Hon’ble Premicr to co;lsfln_
the case of '{h""‘"}il lf.)calmcs where only the boro crops grow “oncc ’mclltlcr
cultivators l',"d'z{5 their Tl(;)n-scascn time in idleness, with a view to ,i‘n‘irod "
hand-loom 11 ustry and help the cultivators in amecliorating their ec mic
conditl;m(zl . b Budget i N
I find in the udget that Governme 2 i
: : nt have provid
' cal B S ed Trs 3
comiion L T it e i
that this S € :quate if you take into considerati ’
Boards 1n the province. 1 would therefore all l.auon th? -
: call the attention of the

same absence
The Hon’ble
other Hon’ble
experience at the
Sir, I do not like
two or three points.
Government arc trying t

straw.

ment or not.
r(;l;r(fv’i‘fil[

Of Loca . .

Hon’ble premlczltﬁ) t(}_}]i also.........
MaulaVi BARTI C s« T

nOthing = present. HAUDHURY : T'he Local Boards get
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQ BUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :

o th Eing Indtey Coverpment e appoinizd 35 ofice but L o
ask the f fishing in.dugtry"ctoa;ge’h Wh?, e g,ot vcrywloitltlc::
{ : > ee how fish can be protectea

, and how this

el»siperierme 3
¢ can be developed. T .
ndustry P Che appointment of an officer only will

not do.
1 simply draw the attention of Government and I h
. ope Government

will give their best consideration to all these matters
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ITH Mr. Speaker, Sir, Assam  being an agricul-
) LDSM I: Mr.
Mr. C. GO | : .v

=¥ o 5’ SRR S e BT s 10 21ve an Opportunity
tural country. — ER : I was anxious o o rtun

s PEAK : ions to speak first.  Has the
el tlh'er‘b who have got cut motions to sj
- members

to those hon.

)

" ” ~ut lllﬂli(’" { L e S .
hon. member got ‘;)(SI\IITH' No, Sir, but no one is rising.
L / . A
Mr. C. GO

. rricultural country, .:lgl‘l(‘.lllllu‘cl ‘13'1 t‘l\m »::?]l(lml? (:;:c;:
.y 1 an  agn . 1k of the peop L.. are ¢ 1 Ve
i Ass].;_:ndt’:ﬂ}ﬁ.uplc, and a gl(.’\lr m: nen fake to agriculture

ation ¢ p st O ' .
It)l?lts department, I;’}“F h\:l,l::.k:,::lgm any (-mplu\'1lm.‘1Tt.li\‘§ll)l:}lx.sillﬁlt
e people to earn their difficult que
which 0"{4'“ to -l'":~P c find that there are m.m‘}‘l . “') havs
look to n‘ndussxl‘:‘\\,ﬁn‘nt can take upon lh(‘lll.\.\(\ \'(:l:l 9 (1(;in&
solved before (’O\lkil ovince. Now, “.‘%”mll-““ls‘\‘\’ 1‘ : (~1 th \\'hc
will blc googcxf?cl;-il)lt };)flnt of spare li]l‘l({l ;1;;;11(11;'1‘1;11:? ::(ilé\l Itn ke i A
- ave ally A ; the aily :
g;)t‘tlz,xg)c industri]eS a‘l)'(311(1:}11(;i;tl)zll(?%l;)cl:\'zrl'lxnl(‘nt, lwcc:}}1§(} fllg‘x:f‘ 'IIL 111a111}é:g‘11135
people are to l')}?nl:ktl‘lc people can t:ka_ up, but lack ?kl\m“‘i“:( ‘am. 1dle ng.:%
of industrllesso:]\s11(;‘0r which agriculturists do not take up to any cottage
are the re:

there will
comes next

when we
stions to be
a policy that
their cultiva-
an  utilise for

industry.

industries which require Some  capital gpnd help
Now, there are Il:l this case if these industries are really tq be
g i o i ¢ 1 g A r al p-< - '3 ~ N
from other quar i“'.rs(', else is necessary besides 9«1_]7”‘117 G rtamn  articles are
dcvclopCd, sonl_ct un"ln_; but if there is C(Hl']])(‘(-lllnl] as t.h( sSe arvticles are le‘)
roduced in this tc?:il(l’ n}'{turﬂ”)’ those who beg(LH late wil] ot be able to sel]
. ~ S - < = et wvernme X
IC)leng fr(;ﬂl [(::c'ulsc’ of this competition, FOVE ent
ir articles ‘
their ¢

l Must Consider 4
d - olei this. T'here must be Some |qy,, wherel,

. arding chtCl\ng e - %y h : Y
definite policy rggu]d bff prohibited so that they may noc he able tq Compete
foreign arndcsducc In other countries, there is SOme ﬂl‘l‘ﬂngcments under

O « oo Az g 3 .
with local 1plroducts are protected.  Of course, whep the ndustyieg come to
which l(icaf }:hose of other countries then. the market may 1y,
vel o e protected from foreig
the le eople are protecte
our p
unlcss

>t ¢ Opened,
I competition I do g

f developir 1Ot think
- a chance of deve oping.
- tries have

lndus

There is lot of talk about jute il.ldustryl_‘. I

ing to jute cultivation and not 1o rice cultiv

iy t of profit in jute, but in time to come w

be B 10d in _our country where in the

of foOf re, I would ask Government to

Thtc:;k(:a p’recedence to rice which su
no

our

am  afraiqg
atl_on SO my 1ere mav
€ will see that there ; o

3 s . € 1s -
rice fields Jute is beip e 54 lack
keep always ;

pplies the vital

1ch .

i £ fodls of th People,
BANG D. MARAK: On a point o qurma ion, Sjy. ‘i":t
Ng:c.t{l(llt In some places Jjute and rice can be Cultivateq in the sainle
not a
field £ ces:  Yes, Sir.
Several Voices : ! .
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:

aro Hjljs,
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Why not ? (Laug/zzer ills
. C. GOLDSMITH: Then, there is the

Mr. C.

ur  of loang Go-
ht to guard itself and be sure, \fvhcn they Erives
vernment Ouagid Now we remember that.Gove NMmen ¢
' repaid.
they are

ga : loans that
1 1 s54dVve alo
iculturists which were never repaid and they had

to agri

Yo & t of Joans
€ Wwritten off.
N t. Loang =
tition of tha be Invited £
ot want a repe ho have got mo o
We do. e iduals, and our people w ' uey o
priva

2 > ught to Come for-
ly direct how thj '
i ernment can on Ngs ‘should get on.
ward with lgglje?;‘ge(jg‘énly for loans will not deve10p OUr indysirjes,
Looking to P
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Ih';'fd.ﬁlli', Inpprr.sr' this cut motion because it savs to criticse the
general policy, but there is no general policy Fhere are a lot of things 1O
be discussed lll.lhm connection and unless we sit together, 1 do not think we
can solve the difficulty .

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : My, Speaker, Sir, I have Deen tempt-

ed to speak a few words in support of the cut motion under discassion.

We had expected that the Hon'ble Minister now in charge of the Indus-
tries of the Province being a she-Minister will help the female section of our
people in the matter of developing cottage industries. And this was not
the expectation of this poom fellow only but this was also expected by a
reputed gentleman of the province like Dr. S. K. Bhuyan, Pu. D., ete., ete.
He, while presenting an address to the Hon'ble  Minister-in charge of
Industries, Assam, made the followine remarks :—“A  few weeks ago, 1
had met Miss Dunn in the Gauhati Circuit House in a hurried interview in
the company of a large number ol visitors. I had not much time to speak

to her at length, but T managed to utter the fnlﬁﬂ'-’-“i”!‘f _":'"":‘_]3“:" ”“fN("“‘,
Miss Dunn you must do something for the ladies of Assam™. To this she

replied—*“Yes, tell me what to do”’. I make the same request o her now
in a public manner and I am confident T am geuing the same l"vply from
her though in silence- ¢Tell me what to do’. :‘\l,' the same  time I am
confident that as Miss Dunn is inspired by a genwine desire to serve her
sisters we shall see some hing during her tenure as Minister in the way of
advancing the women’s cause in the province

This is all that I have to say with regard to the woman class of the

province. ) ,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : She may also ask hon. members to
tell her what to do.
i MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

The How’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir - ins -
Mr. Speaker, Sir, everyone of the hon. members, who have tx cn part in
this discussion, has referred to the general policy of the I\/Innstl%f,-‘ It‘ 1s my
duty as Leader of the Ministry to reply to t_h(.:s«: rcmn}:ks. . he ;Mxm‘stry
welcomes all the suggestions that have been given by various .spc‘akers how
to improve our cottage industrics. AS the hon. mover vl JEnt Faoiion
himself admitted that the Department of Industrics relate 1jeal.1y to small
and cottage industries and not to any big sc.alc mc_lustr_xcs, therefore T am
not going to refer to any big capitalised industries in my reply. The

eneral trend of the criticisms seems to me to be firstly, that there is- no
well planned policy behind the Ministry’s action or behind the new schemes
which has e been. adopted by the Ministry. Secondly, that industrial loans
have not been freely given, though certain provisions were made in the
Budget. Thirdly, Government should make serious attempts to provide
some suitable subsidiary industries to our agriculturist population, ‘whether
they be placed in submontane areas of Sunamganj or in Shillong, so that
they may utilise their leisure hours in. adding some little revcnue to .their
total income. ”

Sir, T will take all these few items together. From the very nature of
the criticisms it appears that our planned scheme must censist of such
srrgall mdust{]@g as will be within the means of our poor agriculturists,
Therefore, Sir, ever since this Ministry, as well as my previous Ministry
toolt}IpJ Ofﬁ?t_i,..we took up only these small subsidiary industries which
would be within easy means of our pcor people. That means, Sir, that we
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®

My hon. friend mentioned the guestion of freight i biere hie 1s perlect-
ly correct.  This question of freight " over the commodities to the outside
W‘,“lll must be tackled by our Marketing We will place
!l-r_-, suggesticn 1o our Farest Utilisation Ofhces because 1t 18 the Forest
Utilisation Officer who deals in matters of freight reduction  of forest
produce, such as bamboo, etc. Now the point raiscd v my hon. friend
will be Mm'rd in the hands of the proper authorities so that the liupsgiun of

freight may be decided to the benefit of our bamboo mat makers.,
Next item, Sir, is as regards the question of industrial loan. We have
' 3 4 |

been criticised b}‘f the hon. mover thoat although we have ot a sum of

Rs.15,000 in the budget as state aid for our industrial ventures, only a sum
of R5.600 was spent. Sir, I will place all relevant matiers before the hon.
members to judge whether the action of Government is correct or not. We
have got our rules for state aid to industries wherein it has been laid down
that any one who applies for industrial loan must give security in immovable
property. Whenever any person submits any petition  to Government, we
ask him to show whether he has got sufficient immmovable property to cover
the loan that will be given to him. The money which the Ministry handles
is not their own money ; it is the public money and therefore in the interest
of the public we have got to lay down such conditions by which the money

cannot be eventually lost.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Rule may be relaxed to some

cxtent.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

1 am coming to that, Sir. Last year, we 'fmm(l t_h;ll unlrss. the 'rulc pf
gecurity is relaxed to some extent in certain cl::s::r\'?.ng’ cases, industries will
go to grave. I will refer to the casc of small ll‘v'hl(:ly factory at (.iuxhatx.
Ciertain students trained, some at their own €xXpensce and somc by Govern-
ment, started a small factory at Gauhati but they werc faced with the
difficulty of capital and applied for loan ; they could not produce any
security in immovable property. The result was that this Ministry rg:lax.ed
the rule and advanced them the money on the security .()f thelr m:xgluncru_:s
which are only movable 'propcrti(:s. Sir, in descrving -~cases like this
institution or private enterprises, Government have given aid as far as
possible but 1 would leave it to the fair s€nsc of justice of the hon. members
of this House whether they would like that the Ministry should_ issuc loans
indiscriminately or whether they should impose certain conditions about
the repayment of the loans. If we have followed the rules with relaxation
where necessary, I submit before the House that we will come out
unscathed. The rules for industrial loans have been modified and T hope,
Sir, in future, there will be no difficulty of prospective enterprising young
people who want to start small industries if they be able to hypothecate
their machineries to Government in place of landed security.
My hon. friend Mr. Mookerjee was good enough to remind me that
I, as opposition Leader in 1939-40, stated three different lines on which
1r_1d_ustr1a1 development of the country may proceed. 1 am accused of
giving out t}}ree different experiences but nothing whatsoever has been done
by me. This criticism is born of want of information. My hon. friend has
suggested that attempts should be made to have a turpentine industry or
resin factory started in this province as this can be extracted from pine.
But I should say, Sir, in some other provinces, some State industries were

started with raw materials that were o tainable from their own province
but cach province came to grief and had ultimately to give up such indus-
tries. I Y\’Oulgl like to mention here that instead of trying to start a State
industry in this province, we tried to induce some big merchants from
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Calcutta to come and see whether they could not exploit our Pine forest
for the purpose, and as a matter of fact a representative of a reputed
Indian Firm camec up to Shillong a month and a half ago to study the
question of raw materials and to see what facilities he can get. My hon.
friend also stated that I promised suppor}fnr mauuf;tcturg of match to be
started as cottage industry. My hon. friend Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya,
whose absence from this House to-day I deplore, had such a small industry
at Karimganj.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: I know it very well ; T know
it better, Sir.

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

My hon. friend knows many things better than mysell.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: I mean that I know better
than Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Mr. Aditya was good enough to send me some literatures on the subject and
he also requested me to join that venture not in my capacity as Premier
but in my private capacity. Since then on account of war, the prices of
chemicals have gone up high.  Chlorate of potash which is essentially
necessary for the purpose of match industry is largely used for the manu-
facture of explosives and its price has gone up very high.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Mr. Aditya has applied for 4
loan ; will he get it ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
If he can give security, then he will get it. >

My hon. friend also mentioned tlmt.I had suggested in my
we should try to improve our bell metal industry as well as our
by having finer things instead of very heavy utensils and »pl
hon. friend may remember that we have sent some students to
for training in this art. = After they return we will see whether
be induced to start their own factories \.v.here these new ide
duced and where apprentices from families of profession
bcneﬁt.

So far as the suggestions are concerned, I have got to refep P
matters. The first 1s the suggestion of my hon. friend Mzr. Job tWo more
to start cotton ginning factoriss in certain places in Garo HillaLng D. Marak
produce the larges_t quantity of cotton within Assam. s Sfléls Ggu*o Hi}ls
be given due Cons%dcrauon. He has also said that in Gare HiTlgCSthn vl
on which Muga Silk can be reared grow wild in abundance, 5 ds Som  trees
much healthier condition than the stunted Som trees growh nd they are in
farm. The Hon’ble Minister in charge has said that she wil] én our Titabor
our Sericulture Assistants to find out whether Garo Hillg peopleeputc one of
to take up this industry and, if so, whether the raw materia]g ; are willine
Som trees are available so that rearing of silk may be Star,te.cf" astor and
subsidiary occupation for the Garo people. there a5 ,

My hon. friend Maulavi Maqbul Hussain Chaud}mry higss
hard both upon the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Industriag en rather
He said that after our sojourn to Lucknow he expected sopme and  mygelf.
in the budget. Sir, the Lucknow Conference took place i %’Il;(?ater results
and as my hon. friend Maulavi Maqbu_l Hussain Chaudhury llid Decemper
the budget is framed in October and is completed iy Nove nows  fully,
matter of fact 31st October is the last date according to Chie Stn

Speech that
brass ware
ates, etc, My
Upper India
they cannot
aS can be intre.
al people can derive
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of the Finance Department by which date all new s-hemes must be  submit-
ted to the scrutiny of the Finance Department.  Unless it s 4 matter of

extreme urgency and ol greal potentiality for the benefit of the HHHH.IHCZ!‘,
no new scheme 13 .’u'r.rp.!mi by the Finance Departinent alter 10th Novems-

')CT. SO, Sir, ”liﬁ hmiz,'c;t tiM ot get the benchir of the CXpofience of my
Hon’ble Colleague from the Lucknow Conference

Then my friend the same hon. member mentioned  that he had read
in the paper that water-hyacinth is bein: convested into pap Experi-
ments in chemical laboratories in that respect havs been done, if 1 remem-
ber aright, by Professor H. K. Sen of Calcutta but the results  though

attractive in the l.ﬂmr;unr&c; could not be s ansfereed  for jrr.ag tical ,ul,\p!. -

tion by the paper mills on a commercial scale On the very lace ol 1t
Spf_:ﬂking from a commonsense point ol wiew o1 speakine  from  what I
remember of chemicals after 35 years’ lapse, I can N ;
fibres of *-vatm-hy;u;inth will consume proporiicnale ly larger qguantitics ‘(_)l
soda before the’y could be converted into paper. ¢ ﬂi;uunﬂ*,-.«,n.wh L.’\[«'»x_vkrl'_f]cc.
—There arc sufficient bamboos.) But I know the enterprise ol a friend of
mine who was staying in Germany during the last great war and '\\:llu
succeeded in extracting thymol from water-hyacinth. If some enterpnsing
gentlemen could start a thymol producing factory somewhere in Sunamganj
and Habiganj, they could have this
Lastly my hon. friend Mr. Marak was deploring  that the weaving
school at Tura, which was granted to Garos as & mark of appreciation of
their great service in the last great war, has been taken away on account 011
the whim of one particular Deputy Comrmnissioner. [ am afraid my lc.nrng(
friend is not quite correct. A similar i'll.‘illlll['lull_. i. ., a weaving school at
Government expense was started in Shillong for the same reason. lhft u}
shites of every kind of inducement given to the }\'h.u; boys ;.x.ml _L:llllS to i‘t)n)lt\;
and learn there, the people did not take much interest.  Sir, “,"’“7('_ * :
when 1 took the leaders of the Khasi community into my conlidence anc
asked them to make any suggestion as Lo how to A mprove the 3*-}10“1', l_‘}»?’
told me that if 1 gave stipends to  the people of Bhoi  country, that 1s l"l.
country near about Nongpoh, who arc adepts in weaving, the school wou (‘
improve. 1 did try that experiment as well, by granting stipends  to some
weavers from that Bhoi country. Even then suflicient number  of them (‘lld
not come and ultimatcly Government had to close that institution. The
reasons for closing down the institution at Tura arc probably the same.
The Garos did not like to take much advantage of  this kind of technical
knowledge and for want of appreciation by the people themsclves, the school
had to be closed. If my hon. fricnd can assurc mec that a large number
of Garo people will join any institution of this nature, if recopened, then the
matter will receive the best consideration of the Ministry.
There has been a suggestion that wc should have a party ol jute
weavers.  This is engaging the attention of Government and probably we
will have a party of such weavers in future.
Lastly, Sir, 1 have to satisfy the cagle cyc of my hon. {riend
Mr. B,aldyanath Mookerjee. He has very rightly pointed out what appar-
ently is a mistake in the budget estimates. As usual there ought to have been
some mention of this in the memorandum so that the apparent discrepancy
could be explained. The point which my hon. [iiend raiscd is that a very
.sm.avll, t. ¢., a sum of Rs. 723 only has been provided in next year’s budget
estimate for overseers, demonstrators and rearers who are 23 in number® as
against a sum of Rs. 9,600 in the current year’s budget. The explanation

say that the very rough

water -]n,a' iluﬂfl free.
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is simple, but without the facts my h()!'l.‘ friend c..u.uld not know the correct
position. The facts are simply this. The provision in the budget has been
made for one month’s expenditure only as this sum comes out from a
contribution of the Government of India and the Central Government
sanction to the continuance of the sericulture development scheme had not
come when the budget was framed. Since itln:n ~we  have received the
sanction for the continuance of the scheme trom Central Government and
the necessary funds having been obtained, a supplementary demand will
be placed before the House later in (hcf year. Sir, ;_1[((?1" wl}at I have stated
I hope my hon. friends will see that Government 1s n.oving on the right
path, though a little cautiously and slowly and, after the assurance I have
given that the various suggestions given by the hon. members will receive
the best consideration of the Ministry, I hope my hon. f(riend will see his
way to withdraw his motion.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have
heard with interest the sympathetic reply of the Hon’ble Premier and in
view of what he has said I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motioa

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn, L

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is

““I'hat a sum not exceeding Rs.2,46,200 be granted to dct’ray the cha
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending 0n‘tl' : gges
March, 1942, for the administration of the head ‘~1-3.——Industrics°’ o O Ist

The question was adopted.
GRANT No.13.

(28.—Jails and Convict Settlements)

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR] - M
er, Sir, on the recommendation of His: Ex_ccllcncy the GOVCl‘I;o : r. Speak-
I beg to move thata sum not excceding Rs.4,87,900 be grant ldOf Assam,
the charges which will come in the course of payment duri €d to defray
ending on the 31st March, 1942, for the administratioy of tll 8 the year
Jails and Convict Settlements.?’ 1e llead “9g

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved : .

‘:That a sum not exceeding Rs.4,87,900 be gl‘ant.cd "

es which will Cglne In the course of payment during the Oe.df:‘fraY_ the chay.
31st March, 19’4.4, for the administration of the head <2 year endir
Settlements.’. ?

.Maulavl Muhammad Magbul Hussain Chaudhu-y ma); X
motion. tavi MUHAMMAD Nove

Maulavi _ MAQBUL HUSSAIN
Sir, I beg to move that the provision OIQRS.S,IOO under GrquAUDHURY .
head-—28.—Jails and Convict Settlements, Minor head— A s N‘?- 13, Major:
Sub-head—3.—A'lowances and Honoraria (total), at page gi\DJstrigt Jails
be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of the Budget.,
do stand reduced by Rs.100. ‘ : of Rs. 4,87 %06

Sir, my aim is to criticise Government for not Provid; A
as honoraria to Religious Instructors. Cmg any,

Sir, generally worst types of criminals are convicteq ”
We believe that religious instructions will bring change in nt o TJails
when they come out of the Jails they are expected to 3 theiy 1; ails.
arrangement for religious instruction is made in the'Jail‘s' better
ver, to find that there is no provision in the budget e © A 2 ey
I simply draw the attention of Government to thjs and Sr this 3

hiS cut

Inoney
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to m;‘lkr‘r:tn:m;grmrm as far as poasible in every way for religious mstruction
both for the Hindus and for the Muslime With these few words, Sir, I
commend my motion for the acceptance of the Housc

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :

“‘Ihh;lﬂ !hl‘ [)rtﬂ,‘;;;uy” n,,ﬁ }" 4 ﬂ,]f(lﬂ '~u:4/rﬂn-v (27 ant '\;‘ ] _'i. ,_\f,]jn! hb;](i:.«_—_-
28.—]Jails and Convict Settlements, Minor head—A.— District  Jails, Sub-
head—3. —Allowances and Honoraria (total), at page 94 of the Budget,

be reduced by Rs.100, .., the amount of the whole grant of Rs $,87,900

do stand reduced by Rs.100.°7

*The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the religious instructions are now being given  free by
religiously minded people who think it a part ol their duty to give consola-
tion to prisoners in misfortune and =0 far Govre roment has rreceived no
demand or request from any quarter for payment for such  wor k done bes
cause it has been regarded as a sort of pious wor k for which no remunera-

tion should be asked for. All the same, Sir, the Government has in some
cases providml for P‘,’}.”W”( ol conv f‘ﬁ.'g:urr .!Mn‘.u‘.%“«"‘ at ﬂ‘r*,ut to .hf‘_lp those
persons, i.e., religious instructors who live at a distance “”m, Jail and has
to use convevance in order 1o attend in  time —that has "ﬂ’.r‘”ly been pro-
vided for. But if at any time we find that we do not get instructors U“!"SS
we pay rernuneration or honoraria then Government will Uk“»-‘ this question
up. But I believe and hope that such misfortune will not occur.

*Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: {)n a pnint’ of nforma-
tion, Sir. During [d prayer prisoners and under-trials in Jails are some-
P . > . . fre outside and some money for that
times required to be led by people from : : ’
ur r’)sc’ is required For want of money to be paid to those who lead the
gragcr fs‘orn‘("lirnl:é difficulty is experienced.  So some money ought to be
set apz’lrt for that purpose, however small that may ])(‘?.

*The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I shall

100k’i1r;:: ;-;I(ifngl:](zﬁ:;:; Sgi’EAKER: Does the hon. member press his
. ?
o wlavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : No,

Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion.

The motion was, by leave of the House, VVlt’IFII‘thIl-

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : Sir, I beg to move that the
provision of Rs.19,000 under Grant No. 13. Major .11(:;1(1——-28;:“‘]21118 and
Convict Settlements, Minor head—A.-—District Jails, Sub-hecad--5. Contin-
gencies, Detailed head-—Clothing and bedding of prisoners, at page 95 of
the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.4,87,900 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

Sir, my intention in bringing the motion is to draw the attention of
Government to the urgent necessity of supplying mosquito curtains to pri-
soners in Jails.

Sir, fortunately human outlook towards the convicted persons has
radically changed. Far reaching reforms have also been. affected in our
jails. A convicted person is no longer regarded as a condemned criminal,
but as a fellow being who has suffered from some sort” of mental aberration
and has been segregated for treatment. As soon as he enters a jail, the
authorities are responsible for his life, health and physical well-being.

There is no town in Assam which is free from mosquito. In our jails,
swarms of these unwelcome visitors are ever present. So the convicts, after

*Speech not corrected by the Hon’ble Minister or the hon. member concerned*
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their well-carned rest. Many of them are
their health. This means a new
Certainly this was never con-

the day’s work cannot enjoy .
attacked with malarial fever and impair
punishment for these unfortunate beings.
templated by the Jail Code. : ‘

We should not grudge the expenditure llmg ‘thc supply of curtains
will involve. A big amount will be saved in quimne. =

I would request the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Jail  to take a
humanitarian view of the thing and save these prisoners from the mos-
(uito menace. )

With these words, Sir,

of the House. ‘ : .
Cut motion moved :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : on .
«“That the provision of Rs 19,000 under Grant No. 13, Major heaq

—28.—Jails and Convict Settelments, Minor l}v:\d-_ A —District Jails
Sub-head—-5.—Contingencies, Detailed head- —(.l:)thn_\‘r‘; and beddihg‘ o’f
prisoners, at page 95 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.4,87,900 do stand reduced by Rs.100.»
*Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir, I fully agree with the hon. mover
in what he has said in moving this motion. I support the motion, '
*The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR]:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am glad that this motion has been brought before '1 .
House, because the whole matter is engaging the serious ;n{onti(m ? 5
Government. I am also thankful to the hon. mover for exm-mginwo the
sentiments and his sympathy for our less fortunate brethren in 7}\)\1'i<8n:mble
Sir, it is indeed true that we do not supply any mosquito pn i S.
n jail, but under the present rules we allow the 'I)l‘isnn(\;g r(t)O the

I commend my motion tor the acceptance

prisoners i ! ! ‘
their own nets if they can afford to do so, and the jail authoritje use
-angements for hanging those nets. The barracks ape s make

necessary arrangerr ) ;
d that it is difficult to issue a general order for use of i)

tructe b A ¢
because one of the most important things which we should sl
in mind is to prevent the escape of the criminals from jails (If vVays  bear
) h \\’e 1la\w-
e

mosquito nets spread all over the barracks the task of watchin
fully detecting escape of prisoners becomes rather difficult ( 'lg and gy
should not stand in the way.) -

If we accept the proposal of providing nets to a
cost of rebuilding the barracks an}()i of sugpplying m?;lg 1:110 Prisoners, the
indeed prohibitive, and it will not be possible for us tg :}0 Nets  will pe
shall be 1n a position to spend that money in the near futuo,ncede that we
form the H_OI.JSC t.hat when His Excellency the Governor ll.e' 1 may in-
the Sylhet jail this question was examined by him on the s ecently  visited
been pleaSCd to suggest examination whether it would not P%t and  he has
sive tq have net—_proof barracks instead of rebuilding the E less €xpen-
providmg mosquito nets to each and every prisoner. By < arracks and
racks” I mean the barracks of which doors and windows havnei)t‘P"Oof bar-
with nets. We have asked the Inspector General of Prisong toe ©€n covered
and submit a report. We are awaiting his report. €Xamine thijs

In the meantime we are also considering whether jt 1
possible 1o introduce the system of burning S.thI.(S or some sopt (l)lfd not be
in order to scare away the mosquitoes. This is also under s a2 Che_rnlcals
because it may provide a less costly scheme for saving the r.e}\a mination
attacks of mosquitoes. I think, I should also inform the Houslz ﬁlone}‘s from
ce of malariais comparatively smaller inside the jajls, altlaxg 1nﬁldeﬁ-
= ugh the

*Speech not corected by the hon. member or the Hon‘ble Minister concasted
ned!
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discomfort to prisoners is very great. | have scen prisoners wrapping
thcmse.lvcg up with warm blankets in order to  avoid  mosquito bites.
;_‘rher': . ng doubt that ”‘a, discomfort is very great Sleep  is  essential
or these [){:Oplc_ who work for the whole dav : 30, something should be

C!OJ_IC in the matter and I can assure the House that Government will not
SI.t ‘dlc; but find out what means can be ad -J*;ﬂ."fﬂ in order to remove the
discomfort of the pl"i%uwrr;.
I Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, before the demand
1s put to vote, may I make some general olmervations 7 ‘The other day,
I spoke something about under-trials
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 'The hon. member oueht to have
spokcn },y means of a cut motion. It will not be at all proper for me to
allow the hon. member to speak at any time he likes.  There must be some

regularity,
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : [ am glad to hear that the

matter under discussion is engaging the attention of the Hon'ble Minister.
Ill ViCW ‘Jf Wha[ })C h;‘lg fﬁili(], I “J»’T;f Ef",n‘;f' ol the II»: ise to \"i[h(‘!'ul\\' "1)’

motion. , , .
The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : ‘The question is:

““That a sum not exceeding Rs.4,87,900 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year S‘nding
on the 31st March, 1942, for the administration of the head 28.—Jails and

Convict Settlements’.”’

The r]urﬁtinn was :uln];h'(l.

GRANT No.26
(Excruping EstaprisumenTt, Toors anp PLANT
' CHARGES) |

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : (?n the
récommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg, _Sir, to
move that a sum not cxceeding Rs.43,06,400 be gx_‘:mu:d to dch‘ay the
Charges which will come in the coursc of payment during the year .m_ldlng on
the 31st March, 1942, for the administration of the head ¢ 50.—Civil Works
~—(excluding Establishment and Tools and Plant charges) .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.43,06,400 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the ycar ending on
the 31st March 1942, for the administration of the head ‘50.—Civil Works—
(excluding Establishment and Tools and Plant charges)’.”

There are some cut motions. I am afraid motion No.l1 * cannot be

moved because this Department has got nothing to do with the extension of

Sunamganj Government High School buildings. - o
Maunlavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : ,I

want  to draw the attention of the Government..... PU—
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: It will be quite useless.

Honble Education Minister who is responsible for deciding whether these

kgildings should be extended or not. I now come to motion No.2.

[50.— Crvir, WORKS—

It is the

.V?I‘SI.:AM‘aulavi Muhammad Maqgbul Hussain Chaudhury to move :—

... That the provision of Rs.20,000 under Grant No.26, Major head—50.—Clivil Works,
NtIinql;Ij}Ic§7d7Ah~OBrl§1nilgVorl:is, S(;;.ll;))-head——(a)—--Buildings, Detailed head—Education,
at page of the Budget, be reduce S. f.e., t E - of
Rs.4?',196,400 N eand rcdl’xced by Rs.log. Rs.100, z.e., the amount of the whole grant of

o urge upon Government the j i i i $

Cioverntheny gl Sohool buﬂdings,)c immediate necessity of extending the Sunamganj

A

e

X1
. S
N
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. : "t Mur. Speaker, Sir, 1 beg to
Y, PR TR 'L BARI CHAUDHURY ¢ M. \KEer, o, ;

) Maulavi A[”‘:)'Lilnuiiﬂ Re.10.82,200 under Grant No. 20, ;\Ia_]l)l" hc;:ld‘*"
!'::! v(l‘ﬂ'l‘“l a\i{" éEtl.rf\rl'u‘zn.u head—A.—Original Works, ‘5"l"‘hcad“‘“(b)“‘“(}o111'
'““‘“._’““.“" luhaul-d head —S.—Petrol Tax l’m_)ca‘ls‘_. at page 188 of thc~
limil:“ -‘tlu?n»,l -duced by Rs.110, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of

dget, be reduce A : v Rs.110
Rs.43,06,400 do stand reduced by 1_\\\— ¢ e -

=3 ),“W “x‘[.(:'““”“ in moving this motion is to raise a dm‘(,u&mn
the 9]()\\,‘ ln'}wr(-%\" of work in the Sylhet-Sunamganj Road that is
Struction.

about
under con-

The hon. members are aware that an amount ol ‘1{5.825,0()9 had been
sanctioned for constructing a ;x|l-w<-:ulu‘_1‘ road from .\}-I'lu‘{~t to hunmuganj,
and the work was to be completed within three years. ‘The road wasg taken
over from the Local Board in the year 1939, but up till now earth work hag

PR = arsr aa O -3 o 2
not heen completed. There are as many as 2o budg(s construc-

:1\\';1iting
tion. The

rise of prices in materials has perhaps stood in the way,
The distance from Sunamganj to Pagla i.\“nnly 13. miles,
is completed first, a good deal of the inconvenience ol
moved.  Then the dangers of the big Dekor Haor will be u)illiluisvd’ because
the people of Derai, fagannathpur and Chhatak will be able to 20 to P'uri ‘
by motor bus throughout the year and from there to proceed (o th.cir S a
pective destination. Within this section there will be some foup bridee =
be constructed, Perhaps this can be undertaken, if the D(‘Plll‘tn ., BCS to
to do so. The road in thijs section has already been raised above }Itvnt Yants
I hope Government would realise the urgency of Completing this ”fk‘i‘lt‘,\'cl.
the road and give necessary directions to the Department aceopd: .. Portion of

I commend my motion for

If this pPortion
the people Will be re.

With these few words, Sir,
» House.
the T;)ne Hon’ble the SPEAKER: (ut motion moved -
“That the provision of Rs.10,82,900 under Grant No . 9o . .
30.—Civil Works, Minor head—A ~_Original warp! Sub-hiay 98 heaq
munications, Detailed he:ld~5.-l)ctl‘ol Tax PI‘OjCCts’ Cap ead— k-
Budget, be reduced by Rs.110, t.e., the :

(b)—q
: l)an‘e 18 «Om-
a o
Rs.43,006,400 do stand reduced by Rs.110.» mount of 8

Mr. JOBANG D, MARAK : Sir, T would lik
things on this cut motion,

~

can be spoken, as on]

is going to be discussed is the
Road. Has the hon.

k in th Svik.. Point Whic}
member got to say anythine : Y{het-su E o
Mr. JOBANG D, MARAK : ot onythaltlbpgrilntthslisrp Ot ? nftmgan"
The Hon’ble the SpEA : T g iR
oot e KER cannot allow, the hon

The Howble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would submit to the House thay the UDHURy.
avoidable delay in the. case of the construction of the & h ;

Road. For the purpose of construction, this roaq Wag 30 Sung )
sections—Sylhet {0 Gobinganj (14§1iles)§.(}ob§1}ganj Pdlvlde : mgan;
Pagla to Sunamganj (14 miles). GW> SIT, With rega g ¢ il
Sylohet to Gobingbanj, a good dea.l of work hag ah‘ead’y ?)ethe fir, Segt;g;d
roads have been widened and shingles will be collecteq 7; ‘N done Th o
and we may expect by the end of this calenday year to
work in this section,
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. As will be seen, Sir, from the details in the Bud j
"\'(lll'.'.; the amount of the sanctios r-i. : V«W .g“. N J et Fatimates of Onginal
tion was Rs.1,26,000. Out of e e or I e ovingan) ey
of 1940-41 would be Rs.1,18,005, lca probabe expenciiure up S0 the S
for about Rs.8,000 only. ,18,065, leaving a balance of work to be done
: As l‘!’f’jﬂd'a a'hr: other two scctions—Gobingan) to Pagl y
-Suu:am,!z;uu quite a gooxd portion of the earth I’ “ i'l J'QM e Vi
have been handicapped in finishing this work " because ‘hr ?'L“;P;ibd;mr- l “.e
. SRS fand nas not Heen

made available to us for the construction of the road.  Unless :
ad. nless  we are put in
Prox codl with (hf‘ \-.‘m‘k.

possession of the land, it ?s not possible for us to
And, .Slr, for those [)Urt'lﬂll"a for which lands are made available the
work has been done.  As will be scen from tl i sl Yyt
' ne. : s yn this statement, out of Rs.1,95,426
of the amount of sanctioned estimate, about Rs. 63,000 i tmat !l~ g
. . - . NI s o3, 5 cslimalted S

spent by the end of the year 1940-41. Similarly, Sir, as regards the l’mlhc
d - - s ,-v,' . - $ iy b e K i gia-
Sunamganj section the amount of the sanctioned estimate is Rs.l '.'“”k(n\
and we have spent as much as Rs.55 000 in doing carth work in ”‘n'nﬁ?r g
tions of the rg:xd where land was made available to us.  As I'FL:;;‘(]S [_‘3!-
acquisition of t}.x.r:. l';mr,l, Sir, for the remaining portion of the road a dm:‘h‘m
- g prap 5 5 s |~ . ey - . -
tion of the acquisition of the land was published on the 8th December l:)lu\)
and we hope€ that by the next cold weather it will be possible to proceed
roceec

with the (;?H'l}l work in this section., As soon as the lands are put 1 ou
I car. assure the hon. member that there will be no delay ir:

possession, Sir,
pushing on with the work.
Maul_avi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: What about the bridge
work, Sir ? . e
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Until t}
earth work is done¢ we cannot begin the bridges. 19
Maulavi ABDUIf BARI CHAUDHURY : Can we have an ide
h work will be completed ? =
First the

shble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY :
ave to be completed and then only the bridges can be

Will it requirc three years

when the cart
The Hon

carth work will i

m let(}d-
comp alavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY :
or more ?

Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Docs the hon. member press his

The
motion . . ABDUL B
Ma‘,‘lav’s. ' ARI CHAUDHURY: Ido not want to
2 o ) i ALAL press
The motl‘;)vl'lﬂ"l‘/;f;AY leave of the Housc, withdrawn.
Mr. 6%-0 i Gralngll\{yz Sir, I beg to move that the provision
0.26, Major head—50.—Clivil Works Min((,)f
> r

Rs.zoﬁgo’ Reps? z

°>"p.—Repairs, Sub-head- - ‘ e o

head - ~2,—Communications, at

Budgets bcol(')eccllucsetceltnbdy Rg-l, i.c., the amount of the Si%‘f 188 of the

Rs.43,06,4: o = reduced by Re.]1. e grant of

r. Speaker, Sir, this motion y
t 1 contains no general att

ut it only seeks to draw the attention of the Houscaglr{]d OﬁleG;‘l’fg}I’l-

1C

ment, P eclected probl
t0 along r}'igts predg:es em, neglected not only by this Go
many Oce f Foladls st?rs'd To prove this neglect of  the Vernmtffnt bt
¢ed only to quote from the BUdget ?O‘i.cs tl}c;: 1 of
ast

maintenand compare th
5 Vearst:?)mvided TR 19;82_‘$Ounts set aside for maintenance with
amouf}le for maintenance Yl If we take 1928-29, we find that the the
mi Department. In 1933_ Rs 1,167 for all the roads under the P cost
k 0-37 it is Rs.961, but in 1939.4 iI; E Cbroublic
' ught

Work5 low figure of
he very g Rs.853 per mile. This serious drop comes at
a

to t
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time when the roads are being used, not only lfy an n‘llcrc'usn_n;‘: 1111.111;1)& of
motor buses, but also by buses of greatly incr ("1;;( 1 weight. were is
obviausly more wear and tear now than in 1928-29 and yet the cost of
maintenance has dropped by unc:thlrd‘-. _ il - ,
During this session you will find, Sir, that there were 27 cut motions
under Education and only 7 are under Communications l!;_f\.f(‘ !‘ms been
SRS AR ‘or olory by the various Ministers. The Education
a recent scramble for glory by : ~ -
Minister. for example, has to his credit the Mass Literacy Campaign, the
l"\("i:' ({I it \‘I 11 lli’ﬁ Prohibition Campaign—in fact the whole Ministry
3 s | vt i s < . = - ~ o
=Xcise Minister has s r'ro ich has proclaimed them as public benefactors,
can bask in the publicity which has | ) Kixis .. wi elv  h: =
except the unlucky Public Works Department Minister, who merely has to
N v s R : foreign contractors.
answe - about indigenous and £ . ]
g“'i‘rl ([ml‘\'[m:lil'\mv motion is to give the Hon’ble Mr. Matin  Chaudhury
1¢ objec ) = S oye . [ R P ATee o e,
his chance 'ilt least. In my opinion the biggest educational aclyance ug the
Be: ¢ > 4 has not been the mass literacy movement, but that which
< cn years has : S ~ T LI . = - =
comes from improved communications. If the cultu\atox‘ \\111“ .(?nly move
. ‘hat happens in other districts and other provinces, he
about and sce what happens in « He will acquire new want
receives the best education of all (kear, hear). Sl cq S waD,
because he has got a new vision, and as soon as he becomes conscious of his
C ne ne < : Ry Tl - SERTTN
wants, the first step has been taken to improve his standard of life. In my
OPini(;ll Sir, Mr. Henry Ford, who has not been in India, is the  greatest
benefactor of the country, because he has made it possible for a poor man to
set round ; he has made it possible for the poor man to buy and sell his
% Cxiouncin, th(; most favourable market. And this mobility of the ordinary
roduce . iner S >pe ; X
Icultivator will increase, but the increase must depend on roads.
Ass has eot a fine net-work of roads, but there is a very grave danger
551-1‘m »Ldsbwill lose much of their value m}less more 1s spent on their
R Cpe rO‘11 have already pointed out, there is a \ery secious drop on the
upkeep. As l;lCC i The figures I have quoted show the danger tq the
cost of man;{tf‘?—;‘c artment roads. A more sorry experience is in the matter
Public Wor‘o?lds chwo are in such a condition that they will haye to be
of tefll-_cezbtilé cost of about three-fourths of a lz}kh of rupees, because nothing
rebui tt zto nothing has been spent on their maintenance. 2
x : : S ot s .
or n(il\nother aspect is that mechanical improvements for the comiort of the
travelling public usually require heavier vehicles, and these heavier vehicles
can only run on roads properly maintained. -We hope the Minister Public
- » : 3
Works Department, will take the view that 1}15 roads must be made to fit
the traffic, and not follow the retrograde policy of trying to make the traffic
fit the roads. o . Lo
In this age of mechanisation there 1s no limit to transport develo
except the condition of the roads. Increased expenditure is
maintenance, and though the petrol tax must be devoted to p
hope the Provincial Government will see that their funds
maintenance. And, on this subject of ma_llrlltenanci, rilay I
¥ - a 1thi 5
that main roads which pass through'nvihesgtfsviliaa] ioithin the village
stretches be tarred. The dust menace 1 e : 8€S 1S a source of disease
and the villagers have a first claim on a dust-proof surface. >

Finally, may I ask for another forén 101;1 maintenance—th e main-
tenance of accuracy in the use of Woi‘dsx artlh 3}3‘? th?flt You from the
Chair will support me in this ? Ire erfto e wori_ consideration?, When
Government use this word we know éom CxXperience thay consideration
means procrastination (laughter) ; 1t 0 en(lmeé;zns condemnation 5 it some-
times means evasion and prevarl_catloll;l aug .ter.) _In fact, a5 used b--
Ministers, it seems to mean anything uc% ConSlqeratlon- There must bye
some subjects on which Government néed no time for consideration. I

Opment,
required for
€W roads, I
are devoted to
make g plea
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think this problem of maintenance is one.  As for that horrible expression
“assurance ol Cullﬁl'!lr?l‘.uinu“, I thunk that sncrely mmcans that a4 file ;mﬁll be
started on this subject. What I should like 10 hear from  any  Minister
would be these simple words in the simple languace of o Churchill ¢l shall
move with speed and decision’, and [ hope the Hon'ble  Minister-in-charge
of the Public Works Department will ac f'";u*_ the case as 1 have made out and

act appropriately (Applause.)
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved
“‘I‘hat [h(z pr(,v;gi“” “f' l(: ;:“‘:;‘!rlj“ﬂ uncler Carant No 26, .\’.lj”l ]ut‘.lil‘- -
50.—Civil Works, Minor head—B.—Repairs, Sub-hcad- -2 — Communica-
tions, at page 188 of Budget, be reduced by Re.l, @ ., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.43,06,400 do stand reduc cd by Re.l.

Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned for lunch ull 2
After lunch
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I support this cut

motion moved by hon. Mr. Whittaker to draw attention  to the increasing
and urgent need of more money lor road maintenance. My point is this—
not only do we need money for the upkeep and maintenance ol these roads,
but we need money for road making. What I mean to s is that for road-
making more money should he provided. 1 am sure the Hon'ble Minister-
in-charge while he visited Tura in Garo Hills has visited some ol the roads
there. I nced not speak much. He has himself learnt of the condition ol
the roads and that of course in the best scason of the year. So 1 hope the
Hon’ble Minister will see his way to improve the condition of roads in- the
Garo Hills district. ) ]

The Hon’ble the SPEAKFER : There are some cut motions l;y wlnch.
some hon. members want to discuss the qturutiuu about the in.ulg-(]um:.y (.)l‘
the grant to somec parts of the province. They may speak in this motion il
they like. .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Sir, I think I shall be f{u.lmg
in my duty if I do not support the motion moved by my  hon. friend
Mr. Whittaker. I think, Sir, the way in which he has dealt with the
subject requires anything but our support which I would like to express by
a few words only. I am sure that Government cannot but agree with the
hon. mover that we are in need of more money for the maintenance of
our existing roads. Sir, what is the good of making new roads if we cannot
maintain them and keep them in proper order ?

With these words 1 support the motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I takc it that no other hon. member
is going to speak. 'The Hon’ble Minister may reply.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, before I say anything on the subject of road maintenance,
I should like to thank Mr. Whittaker for espousing the cause of our Depart-
ment and extending us his helping hand, so that we may also get a chance
s h?.wng a slice out of the budget allotment. 1 particularly welcome this
MAGE U £ €cause 1t gives me an opportunity of placing before the House
fgrttta:;nHacts which I think the House ought to know, and of explaining

ouse our difficulties with regard to the maintenance of roads.
I thThe improvement of roads practically began from the year 1928-29.
n that year, we received the first allotment from the Road Fund. The
mechanised method of maintenance of roads was introduced from that year.
ml;e p;)rogress that we have rnz'lde during the last decade in improving roads
y be judged by the percentage of mileage that we had under the Public

[r.171.
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f ' tment in 1229.30 and what we had 111.1‘13:)-.;0.. ‘I“ ];(_\)ug_:;oq;:iz
s 480 s of mcte ed road : in 1939-40 we have 550 miles. R
had 489 miles of lllu‘l,.l”t‘.\ In-.‘lf h:.d . 282 miles Ul'llmm'm!lcd f‘:n‘th ru?d -
{he tametalicd In:ul,?. "?ﬂli‘ll:‘;i("li;'(‘ of gravelled |'n;l‘_l~“l)ut n 1‘.)&“)-40 we }l{l\éc
Yy !""l';" Slm‘:“l ' vad (;;7lil;lilil;lill besides (03 miles of . (‘(U’t"ll (10‘10 ¥
- —— s bric o ‘“ i t we had 2,186 miles ol bridle D:’l}h i 1920.3 )3
Then as regards hrl*l‘!«‘.,l’;‘t "_I.\} - cost for the m;linu‘n;tncc: of these roads in
in 1939-40 we .lm\-(. _,_.tl.»._ i = lakhs 45 thousand, and in the year 19‘31:)_40,
O o ran \\h“‘:“l “I:;\;:\ ‘;‘:':lhnus;m(l. That i1s, we ha\'r:* a'n. ildd!tlo?al
T r“l’“‘; .T > l"‘(lﬂ miles ol gravelled rn:l.d to maintain, ‘aud the
e i s - main snance is only in the 110131]11)()\}1‘I1Q()d of hﬂ.lf a
ok of etes To the IT‘:‘HNI(‘,';""B-?.‘) it cost us Rs.572 to mamtain one mile of
e velled bt ] thl(;l'}i‘("f{(l it“vost us Rs.650 a mile for maintenance. qu
gravelled road. I.n - -t.:m.(‘ we require Rs.850 to maintain  one mile
B s *Lm:'t- li‘:' n for these miles of gr:\\:c‘llcd road that we have
Of‘?ra\-vll(;;l 1::;:;1211(‘ .l-‘.ll;: d((‘C(!(‘C we 1‘(‘(‘]Uil'(} :lni additional sum of at least
gt dnakchs intain them i yroper order.
R ket m‘v“.'_"‘“" ('hun ~m lr t l'motlu‘r 149 miles of road which will

That is'not, all, 5u~.k_ \};illlf‘;,ﬁi‘;i;c (\\’()rk\‘ Department as - soon S

o brotl:ﬁillt-:gl;?'ullll‘c(i ]:f;(r:c:i::lwc;t-prngmnnnc is completed
current Ro: sanc g

d. I‘IIEIt \Vill mean
i 3 P r es 120 th()usiln(l. };(‘Sldcs, Sll" \\rltll rei,-ard
(pDe g > ()t a.ll()t'l(l l“l)(_‘(. !
an C.\P(Jldltl”

o S : or aml idges |
sunamganj-Sylhet  Road, for b m; ))()0 _bx{dgm.. and  other
to the ¢ c shall require  another  Rs.8,0( (),l i ;,_J til Sy
pur we she Xs.8,0 .
b 'xdp(z‘s;cs‘“.c built, we shall have to provide ramboo

ridges : ! a

. bridges and
equire additional sum of money, Thus, Sir,
i ve shall  require
for this v

\ T T We are going to im rove with m
) > have improved or we are going pro oney
for the roads E-hdtdw\(;r(}-lsll:;ll rcl;quil't‘ another additional sum of over § lakhs of
ut of Road Fund, we alone.  So far, we have been able to provide in the
Y ~g for mamtenance alone. S : of half a lakh of ru L
rupecs amount only to the extent o iornlle V{"‘ . __rupees.
BUdg'(:t Efn . ain, Sir, is not the whole story. ¢ 1mprove the LOCaI Board
I h'bt ‘:)%‘thc, Tea Rates Fund and recently Goy:ernmcnt has approved of
roads O-u] programme which is to be financed out of the Proceeds g antici-
a Cciitqﬁcome of Tea Rates Road Fund up to ‘thc March of 1944, ‘hen this
pate nlglcted, we shall have 343 miles of road Improved frop, Tea
o Cr(:ql i{s inception which will require 1o be Mamtamed, §gq
ﬁ'?s been t> hand over to the Local Boards the Te
;ads are improved, but we h. ve received compl
gab]c complaints that these roads. when they
Boards for maintenance, deteriorate very ser
no money to maintain them according to ‘the standard tq which they are
improved. We had an example of t_lns b1 ought before the y
i\/hp Morley when he moved a cut motion déll‘lllg the last Budget Session
about the Happy Valley Road. In that road, lwe Spent over Rs438,000 ¥or
improvement and when it was handed back toht']? Local Board j \
to the same old deplorable condition }]I?l & s S befol‘e and so the
' b ractically wasted. US 15 not the solitar mple -
money has Cle_n ?1 of Toads improved from Tea atles 1?: e.()i(arnp.kh
we have several instances ds, shared the sam f; und which,
' Local Boards, sha ¢ late. 1y view of thi
when returned to the d ‘consider’ (laughzy : 'W of this
- the word ‘c it il 6T )—rathey | shoul
fact, Sir,—I do GOt ke : ther it wil] . 1ould say
that, Go:zcrn ment is con_templatlllﬂtge(;"ht‘}fley HMould St‘;‘“ be adylsable that after
the present programme is comp FaEA B instead  gbcding further mone
on the improvement from  this friend Mr. ppq kp?nd ‘¢ proceeds for
the maintenance only. My g ads 1f we ¢q Cnojee has sa .
use spending money on improving roz “nnot

AV € ma'n (3 illtain. t}ie
condition Even if we take up Nnance of the roads ims
. th Int

S roads

I should
are handed ov

Say justi-
lously as the .,

I to the Local

m in proper
proved from
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the Tea Rates Road Fund, t ,
the pu . 3 id, the procreds of that Fund, will n I
purposc. Because, we have an annuul incos 7. not be cnough for
rupecs from the Tea Rates Road I'mcﬂ e ’ﬂ«-uf ome of 1 lakh 56 thousand of
17 (] L ) = TUunG. ut of this, 2 & 3 =y
Hldfk(d for the A”‘Pi”'-\[“h.u Yierra Road e h: , 4 Sum I\J,_(,'“(m 15 car-
’ - ¢ . 4 PS8 8 e hiayve ¢ .
l.ldkh 50 thousand rupees. Now with 343 mil . ‘g.,.rﬂ gon & balance of only
’ . ‘ d A o N S%H IMIcs O gem 3 . " i
.I"{nd’ it works up to Rs.440 per mile for aujL* . o ri’khi’.ﬂ”"“i out of that
- SES 3 p . ’ * LA LA nainirFnance, Hat % - i " P
él .l.s'dC()Stlng to maintain the Public Works Department f‘i{ 'i hﬁ‘]“ of Wil
) 3 7 o A partmen s, Sar 1 .
ccide to [dlb(: “]l t}ll(’} maintenance ol @?Jr.-,r- 1 1 Rates roa de tid -ven 'r we
acccp( a very ”l”(f]l !N‘-'-Ta' standard of . n . ->] .,EE 5 aat‘l.(.., g.r hu“ 'lll\,.(‘ to
- s . % e e ] 1aamnictfianice bt | z s : 3
in the case of Public Works Department Roads UI“ : th s becn possible
i ; . |28 n LOcls, A tTh :
provided will not  be suflicient for the T [P ; I'FBH [)h-r ,!‘\U()Ull(
o) 5 'S . o o 11 ¢ % " > -
Mr. Whittaker has gmmtrrﬁ out. there are roa 9- «,9 : e Ui, SiF B
to thei A Tt 3 ¢ are roads which require to be restored
o their original conditi m because they have deteriorated ¢ i X
; . Ay ! 3 I s €y 5 4 b »
that maore money will have to be spent on the I op— : Lol o T‘Xl('f}t
c ¢ . ’7' . l- . s i'l' £ R i X . L 1L Hl.! i1 re 1[(”313}{ t}lr‘l]] Lo lh(‘ll‘
original Coric 1ion, we s 1all have to incur an additional P\]f,r‘g“li[‘l riul
& Y = an ad i - : re again.,
But, Sir, our difliculties do not e p : e . =
Roads ’ 1 he M - Vehi . '”’,l here. We are improving Local Board
oads out of the Motor chicle Taxation Fund We prepared a programme
for this purpose and ;u’:!‘nl(ilnvj to that program me 135 miles "ﬁ'(j I,”h';‘ ‘t() l);
» = = . o pe t # - 3 . -
improved. Now, Sir, if we hand over to the Local Boards these ltzu';d% after
they have been improved from the proceeds of this fund  and if we ‘ask the
Local Boards to maintain them, then there is every possibility tl)'1£ these
roads will fall back into t}nc‘ same disreputable condition which has been the
) d » 15 been the
s Road Fund roads.

fate of Teca R‘al(; on
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : More money can be provid-

The HOH’:bIe M'auluvi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : That is
what I am trying to 1mprcis upon the members.  Ifmore money can be
providcd from the _lm];.lu; cxchequer and if we stick to a lower standard of
maintenance then it will prevent these impruw;d roads from being relapsed
again to the same old condition. When hon. members ask me to improve
the roads or to extend the roads, I would ask them to remember that we
bave not enough moncy for maintaining

ed.

; | the roads that we have i mproved.
The most important question with which we are faced now is the question of
the maintenance of the roads. T think Mr. Whittaker has rendered a distinct
public service by drawing the attention of the House to this important aspect
of the question- If, Sir, his speech has served the purpose of directing the
attention of the House to the question of maintenance of the roads instead
of its expansioil, 1 thImk_, it has served a very uscful purpose indeed. I would
like to assuwre, bu:,;——— .‘w11! not again usc the word ‘consider’ beeause he will
say that I am gr(ivatrul;atmgn or “evading’’, OF “PI'OCTZIStinaiing“ " hat
Government intend to take up the question and proceed with all p’ossiblc

speed. YANAT
Mx BAID o MOOKERJEE: I would like to hear whether

Mr. Wh-ittakcr is satisfied.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : s

revious arrangement het
there any P gement between the hon. member and the Hon’ble

Migils ‘A WHITTAKER
e ¢ A o : )
leave of the House to withdraw tls]glirlilgi.iggd( is better than no loaf, Sir, I beg

The mogorhwﬁié?’{gave of the Housé withdrawn.

B {!;n (;f lis.ZO 30 0%§-R0Y= Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that
the provlt/SIinOr head—é -—iR D 1inder Grant No. 26, Major head—50.—Civil
%gﬂcjfs',the Budget, be l'éduceec]ljzll)lgsi{sulb }}ead"z-"commllnications, at page
of Rs.43,06’400 do stand by Re. 1. c.1, i. ¢., the amount of the whole grant

=
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:
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: * question of
i il my motion is to raise a disc ussion .xl;nu!. lll‘" (||m \lll(i e
. ect il n , . Qh; g-Gauhs vad anc —
Sir, the obje (,]t‘ sh tolls are levied on the Shillong-Gau lll‘“ \‘] ‘ Shillone.
principle under w mj‘ !1 shall first speak, Sir, about th{- ul‘l s U;l t l"([‘l\"nt Lﬁ%.,c
g T QS acl. < - - - - ) 1 lee o 8 L5 o 1] V= 4
an](,,,g..\}lhct\_‘l?g“u ne-Svlhet Road is about 86 miles !;1 (;.l,\t 1 - i;;:\ -
~ e ) - e a ) 1 S O 5 )
Sylhet Road. ¢ ”l ‘ﬁ.!*,m’\'vlh“l to Dawki and Ha miles “(““r lh( ng =
A . ¢ ( 2 . S ‘moar ate r'e are
milcs of the rous mtrolled.  From Shillong to L’u”}lnh lln l:!“i ;u‘ : U;‘lonl
e are o ( » » e ze Cs.  Ir
Umtyngar are ‘n:)[ : Sylhet to Dawki, there are over g Iy (‘::i '\v bridge
two bridges. I‘IUH‘] ‘ gate, if T am not mistaken, there > (}m ’ g '} il~lg .
Dawki to .U""}:"%’"lr ‘k.;, \d is only 37 miles and . that is the p_myuotn l“; 1:{) 1:
That portion ciﬂ t/ m‘ : “ tltw whole length of ;lus pnnnni nx“] ar ( H-I}Li I’
controlled. To p?& (t\n pay a toll of Rs.2-8-0. But the \]U'(\.\,lk:nn 1s Whether
- otor car has S 1dees or on account of ¢ o
5::: :(l)(]:] lil; ]('\‘i"‘((l on account of the | b |(le‘> -"“', it is a bridge toll.
$ & N=NLy ) ass over the road. 38 5 ~ :
ivate motor car has to pass over ‘hole provinee or  throughout  the
L T n‘mtlo!: Cthc same l[hl'nnuhnul the \\lmlt lmt\ql‘“.:(n(\'lcr Lh(v ?();(‘l from
plc must e toll is yaid l,\~ a ])]‘i\".ll(" car that PASSES 2 ~. < : S} e
whole road. Nf) ¢ f' e Shillone to Umtyngar. In going from ¢ nllapg to
Sylhet to Dawki and from ! ‘: this Umtyngar gate and also the Dawki gate
Sylhet a private car h:lsth ;" N but it has to pay the same toll of Rs.2-8. " In
o zen more bridges, L R i b o Pt g ol e
and over a do_? ve had to pay two tolls—one at Mylliem gate angd one at
B oua, YOALs We Now if a private car passes the Umtyngar gale to go to
Laitlyngkot gate. 1 O‘,:\,l Rs 19_3 g distance of 3 miles from Umtyngar to
Taitlynglot it l]?s }tO tpls for ;;“ing only one bridge at Uml)fng‘;n* Oover which
Laitl}'ngk(’t’_gn( ¢ 1{':)“ I)eforlc‘ nl’f-cviOL;S’V a private car used to pay only 8
> never paid any t T alelamel
o Mylliem for Bolog to Laitlydpkot, . = I mber alre
annas at My ~ he SPEAKER : I think the 10n. membey g
The Hon’ble t'de ot get any reply from the Hon’ble Minister,
this point, but hcl\cdh llllidhOLS'ROi’: No, I ]dld not get any
«J- T . i i 1 D
. BB J ‘i]nt at the time of budget d_lscusmqn, u$ I dlg t ge .
raised this 1PO Hon’ble Minister had no time then.  Now My point is this
Probayly tlui‘atc of toll is levied for passing over the Dawki bl‘l(]g(: Or passing
such a m%}mtyngal‘ bridge ? Dawki bridge is no doub¢ a very big bl‘idqe aha
M tgcamount of money was spent over it. But why of Rg 2-8
o lalflgd be levied from the private motor cars simply fop Passing oyer the
%l:wki bridge and why the same amount is also levieq frem g Private motor
car for going over the Umtyngar bridge for which No - toll wag ever levieq
before ? That is not at all reasonable. If any toll is to hould pe
levied on certain principle.
for passing over the 12 brid

fact that a
the princi-

ady raised

reply, 1
not get g

; be levied it ¢
If it is a bridge toll, then Why no tol] ;5 levied
ges from  Sylhet to Dawk;j

: . vK1 and why  should a
person pay for passing over one of two particular bridges only ¥ On e
principle Goverf}ment has made this rule  that a private car has o bey
Rs.2-8 for passing over the Umtyngar .budgf: ar};d halso g iddges (3 TRe
passing over the Dawki bridge or for DESSLOR O(\;iel o .Elle?e s dges- * From
this it seems, that Government has not follc_>1\»vt‘l a“Yb Principle jp fixing these
rates of toll. This small distance of 37 mif? -laqsd o(ifln 9C011tI‘OHC_fd Bt s
two gates and whether a person goes over t]; IOI;i LY = o3 Mi]es, Simply
for passing the gate either at Umtyngar or et ﬂjl)lpuvate £ i
pay the toll. Sir, this seems Vely very unreasonable.

/ ) erefore it i
reasonable that the rules should be revised and t 1€ toll re

i
Cl duced, ks
: . here to Cherpy dunji hi =
a private car goes fi oy ¥ Punj Wahich is on]
33 m?ihenit“ﬁl;nto IlaDay only 8 annas. = Sir, I do oot Know for i, bridge it
is to IIJS’, 8 annas. ~ (Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee:—Tt jg .
1 .

iles of the roaq oad tolr), Ifit is
ing how many miles °2d.2 man js to bay the
roadptol}‘ tllllen z(t)fg:rzf()issg rﬁiles also he has to pay g Annas. S, the present
toll ? I ‘ e glizin toll secems to be very unreasonab]e. There shoylg e
metl;(l))c(l)rtziofa e tlg1° present state of affairs it is very hard f
a pr .

or the people to go
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from here to Laitlyngkot. Suppose o d
and if he goes in his private car he has ¢

in a taxi, the taxi has to pay Rs.8 I ot
is very hard on the people.

wetow has eof 1o g0 o Ii,!i[lyngkgt
pay a toll of Rs.2-8 If he goes
is very excessive indeed, and that

Then again from here to Pynursla it is only 31 miles and for that portion
of the road a person has to pay Rs.2-8 ;: wherea

v LS 5.2-8 : s if he goes from Umtyngar to
Chérrapunji he is to pay only 8 annas. There should be a proportion. 1 hope

Government can easily understand the position and will consider the matter.

All this is with regard to Shillong-Sylhiet Road. Now I come to the
Shillong-Gauhati Road.

Regarding Shillong-Gauhati road  there is a timing  ealled the special

timing — early in the morning or late in the evening. If & person leaves
Shillong at 5 in the morning he is to pay a toll «f Rs.2 at the Mawlai gate
and if he goes down to Gauhati and stays there till evening and leaves again
at 6 in the evening and passes Jorabat at 6-10 standard he is to pay
another Rs.2. ‘That is for the same day he is to pay Rs.4. That is unreason-
able. I know that nowhere in Assam such an_excessive rate of toll is paid.
Then if a person stays at Burnihat and goes from Burnihat to Gauhati and
passes the Jorabat gate early in the morning, say 6 A. a1, he has to pay Rs.2.
If again he comes in the evening at  6-30 he has to pay Rs.2. By passing
only 4 miles of the road he is to pay R 4 in one day.  Moreover he has
to pay the bridge toll at Burnihat. That is, Rs.5 adayisa toll for a private
motorist for passing 4 miles of the road between Burnihat ;mdju-rabat.
Sir, that is very unfair indeced. Therefore I say that these tolls are 15:\‘,'1cd on
no principle. There must be some [)-!'ln(‘.l[")]lt adopted which will be fair, and
people will be glad to pay a certain reasonable amount  of toll  for the
inconveniences which may be caused to the l_nn(',—krt(:p.r',r or the gate-keeper.
But these tolls are very high. I hope Government will be p]cas'(:(_l to see that
there must be a principle followed, which will  be satisfactory and
fair. With these words, I commend my moton for the acceptance of the
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :

¢“That the provision of Rs.20,30,000 under Grant No.26, Major head—
50.—Civil Works, Minor head-—B.— Repairs, Sub-head-—2.—Communica-
tions, at page 188 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, . ¢., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.43,06,400 do stand reduced by Re.1.”

) M; {{OBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I quite see the points
raised by Rev. Roy and I also fail to see why the private cars should be
madc'ltlp pa}{. these bridge tolls. Sir, the private car owners pay Rs.36
ann{l:e Zaas llcenc¢ fees. But in consideration of the fact that by running
s@’;;:: ban?itaclig‘;) Profits are made and the owners of the service cars are
I?muld s mzd than the private car owners, I do not see why private cars
# s ae to pay these bridge tolls. As Rev. Roy pointed out, if it is
3vith -y :Roy.system should be fixed for realising this tax. So I agree

The Hon’bl ’ .
L RGE. Nicho}se- li\fiaulaw ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, the
tolls HETEVidd o hoy has raised the question of principle on which the
Sir. in this matt;«t € Gaul}ati-Shillong Road and Sylhet-Shillong Road.
> we have introduced no new principle. The Tolls Act of




1941] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 661

1851 was extended to the Khasi and Jaintia Hills in the year 1928 and it has
been in force ever since. Rev. Nichols-Roy as a Minister of the Govern-
ment of Assam had I suppose, tacitly accepted the principles under-lying
the imposition of this tax. '

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Unfortunately I was not in charge of
this Department and so I had no hand in it.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI:
there was joint responsibility, Sir.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: It secms, Sir, that there was no

-operation.
- nl')l(‘he Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: My
point is that the principle introduced have been in vogue for .th‘? last ten
years Or soO and Rev. Nichols-Roy has tacitly accepted the principle. Not
only that Sir when the toll......... ) )

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : May I ask a.nothc.r point, Sir ? On
the Shillong-Gauhati Road this special timing was introduced only about
two years ago.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I am not
talking of the special timing now, Sir, but I am talking on imposition of tolls
on the Gauhati-Shillong and Sylhet-Shillong Roads, Sir. When the question
of imposition of tolls in the Sylhet-Shillong Road was considered, Govern-
ment invited an informal committee and in that committee Rev. Nichols-
Roy rcpre_scnted the town of Shillong and he accepted the principle of intro-
ducing toll on that road On_ the 6th December there ‘was an informal
discussion with the representatives of the Motor Companies in which the
following gcntlemcn were present :—

Mr. Ward, Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy and others.

Rev- J- J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : What was decided at that time ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: [y .,
deCidcl?s tslll;;tuigrrli tigi}isefjh-ould be levied and you accepted the principle thgts:
the t%ev- J. cll\/I NICHOLS-ROY : But it was not decided that Rs.9-g

d be levied. as
shoul_rhe Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY .
the question was asked whether it was to be a road toll op a b id. Then
The toll imposed is road toll. As those roads are very expensF S ol
require a large amount of money for their maintenance, it was delc\ilg gnd it
Governr{lent should get some return by way of tolls and therefore roed that
were ICVIed.~ a tolls
) Mr. Nlchql_s-Roy has complained that for the road between 1J
and Cherapunjl they pay only 8 annas whereas for road between Umtynga_r
and Laitlyngkot _th?}’ pay Rs. 2-8 as toll, as also between Umt Mmtyn yar
Pynursla. But Sir, if a car owner pays Rs. 2-8 as toll, he can goyngar and
these 3 miles from Umtyngar to Laitlyngkot but as far as Sylhet 1ot only

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : On a point of infopy.:

Does the Hon’ble Minister mean that because a man will pay Rsnéaélon’ .Sir_
go up to Sylhet just to fully utilise the payment ? <8 he s to

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI ]

Sir. What I suggest is that he said that only for travelling 3 11,1 Not that

Rs.2-8. but I say that b ine Rs.2-8 he can o Miles the .
to pay Rs.2-0, ay that by paying > N g0 as fap Y are
The difference between the tolls at Cherapunji Road and the as Sylhet,
Sylhet-Shillong Road is due to the fact that it is far more il toll at the
maintain. To give some idea of the expenses that cost y Ve road ¢o

I suppose

St .
roads, I can tell the House that in the year 1936-37 it cogt u(s) nll{a:rlltam these
maintain the Gauhati-Shillong Road, Rs.2,38,746 to maintain -1,73,381 o

the Sylhet'Shil-.
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£
84

long Road ; in the year 1937-38 it cost ve Rs. 1 85 421 for the Gauhati-Shil-

- 3
long Road, Rs.2,20,104 for the Svlhet-Shillong Road ;| in the yvear 1938-39
35219,23(9 for the Gauhati-Shillong Road, Rs 2?.86,795 for the S\“Ilhct:
,%h!llnng Road ; and in the vyear 1939-40 R; for the Gauhati-
Shlno‘ng Road and R §.2 10,279 for the S loneg Road. When
C(:W:r{wm‘:m has to meet such 2 heavy expes for maintaining these
roads it is only reasonable and fair that those who coan afford te pay should
pay for the maintenance. ’

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY On a point of explanation, Sir. I
was not at all questioning Government to Jevy toll I only said that there
must be certain principles and on those principle I mcan distance, tolls
should be levied, It must be proportion 1l to ~ distance I'bhhat was my
point, Sir. Then the difhiculty about a car g sine from here to Pynursla can
casily bl; S!)lvf:d ')\/ i,n,uuing ti(jﬂ_r‘& otie 1oy I.aitlynekot and another to l’}’“ursl‘_x_
There is a gate at Pynursla and it can be checkrd Another ticket may be
issued for Dawki just like tickets issued in railways and buscs. Sir, this can
easily be done, if Government think of doing justice to ublic and 1 think

that will be more reasonable.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Sir, the
principle on which tolls are levied is not nece sarily the question  of distance,
but it is on the well-known principle of what the traffic can bear ” and Wlfh
regard to private car owner I think they can afford to pay Rs 2-8 per trp
up to Pynursla. But I can tell the hon. members that we shall examine the
question of toll up to Laitlyngkot and see whf-thv.r it 13 Emasxhlnlc- to do some-
thing with regard to this, but I do not say t'lm[ it will necessarily be reduced.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS.-ROY : \'\;Iw‘lht;g. these flllc’};‘.\'-'lll be [)]:l(.:(?(l
before the conference of the Legislature which wili be held, Sir, because these
are under the Motor Vehicles Rules. These rules regarding tolls may be
placed before that, Sir, because I find here that these are snmxlmm:nt:u'y 1'111}:5
to the Motor Vehicles Rules which will be placed  before the Joint Confe-
rence.

; Th'g Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 3
think this matter will come before the Joint Conference.

Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: "The Hon’ble Minister has not said
anything about the increased rates for special timing.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : We hope the Hon’ble Premier
will enlighten us on the matter.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHPHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, as I have been referred to both by my hon. colleague as well as by other
hon. members I have got to reply to this. This special timing is a conces-
sion to the demand of car-owning public. We have got to employ certain
officials who are called time-keepers and who are employed on the basis of
certam_hours of daily work. In order to grant this concession to those
m_crnber_s of the public who want to utilise special timing. we have got to
‘mHPbPrse the time-keepers for untimely hours of work because a check by
them 1s necessary. In order to meet this extra expenditure, increased tolls
haVe jbeenf!e‘fled for the special timing. But I may add that the entire
quff*St.lﬁn of different timings is under the consideration of Government and
3 Rk ‘__Fﬁmﬁmber the suggestion made by my hon. friend at the time when
-the timings are revised. A -

If the rates are to be fixed by rules, I
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L : May I say that apart from the question of
. WHITTAKER : May I say that ap ot 1 WAS QY
: -'xulltiuf;ix:: the time-kecpers, if there was no additional fee for speci
;flmig]um become so popular that the l'n;l'd will become more (,l
to lead to the abandonment of the special timing altogether :
®  Ihe Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
(.ll'it;‘{c‘i’""‘jftjsg'l NICHOLS-ROY : In view of the fact that this
ev. J. J. M.

al timing
angerous so as

matter
ill be considered by the conlerence that has l.)r(;n :11)1)011}1[0(‘1 by the Legisla-
! > COITIS o1 J ‘ > 5 NSRS i, . . P
:\ 11 and also the assurance that the Hon’ble Premier has given
ure : als > A8S

that the

. ¢ leave of the House to withdraw
matter will be reconsidered, I beg leave of the craw Y.

motlfi{;- e motion was, by leave o! the House, withdrawn,
y L. GATPHOH M. Speaker, Sir, I beg to, move thag
Rev. L. of Rs.20,30,000 under Grant No. 26, Major head—50,—
tl‘l.(l. [)1-\(T)\)rxs‘i{o‘n {)[ino;mlw,:ul;B.mRClmirs’ guh-hcudu—z.wCuxllxlltxxlicatioxus,
'E;l‘;:jlgc 102;85(21' the Budget, be reduced by Rl;-l, .., the amount of the whole
é(%'mnt'ol' Rs.43,06, 400 do stand reduced l?y l\el; 1. ‘TOW one. It rel:
The scope of my cut motion appeats to 3 11('11{0?\..().11‘;. RIS 1o
the means of communications in the 1)111'11‘11!)? .Cl\l(‘?l}ldc,(n M-gd'b 01“1}"' A
this opportunity to state here that 1 S eana }.]fﬂ:usft( Nt he | Rroved
means of communications in the plains of Assam as in t o 1 the Partially
el s e rcason for (]l-gl.\§;11;g tgu? a?tcntmn of Govcxnment
and of the House to the immediate need to mmprove ans of coma

the me
munication, such as roads, bridges etec., in the parti areas are,

ally excluded
‘ate brie hese :—
to St}};s]i;l,c?lzt ;);Lrts of Assam which come under the category of ¢«
ccluded areas’ are hilly tracts of land and as such the
e varts of the country present a problem which does
thOS(’I,I in the plains, Z.¢., the problem of transport.
pcopS(;condl}’, in the plains of Assam, roads—call them by wh
u like—kucha or  ordinary—once they have beey Constructeq
'};Ois only a question of time, that needs to raise them aboye the categor t,'
llcutc/za or ordinary roads. Even before they become Properly metalledbmzdos
they may be used for wheeled traffic during dry seasons, But in the hill
districts, the best of the dlstl*igt roads are called ~ bridle roads op brizil
paths. They continue and wil] continue to be so even when the People wiﬁ
have forgotten how to hold the reins of horses.

It seems to me, Sir, that Government have no definite scheme o ol
to gradually improve the roac_l communications in the 1.1ill diStricts]fD ﬁg
attempt has been made to widen any one of the most important diserior
roads, to find better and easier gradients for parts and Sections of the roads
to make good enough for a ponny cart or even a Baby Austin, except fop
some parts or sections of the road in the Jaintia Hills, . N0 attempt hao bean
made to improve the roads bit by bit, from time to time, ¢, 33 t0 pave the
way for a complete motor road or cart road. 1 li

I am tempted to think when I look at tlée Oﬂl;g Ists of roady and bridges
recommended by the Communication Board, to be taken yp by the Govern-
ment out of the money provided by "h}f Central GOVernment for
road development purposes, that 1t has never entered  jn¢, e
mind of Government to draw the ﬁtterrllatl?n Of the Co Munication
Board to the potential fact, that Whehn t oelumimf Etl{terlezs in the partially
excluded areas will be lmprovec_l ~t 1e rZSOurceso ofI aie "B Provinge waill
exceedingly increase and the natura . the hilg will be fully
developed.

j Partally
Physical feature of
ot - exist for the

atever Name
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I I d(} not mean 1o ig”ﬁpﬁp..—- selfish motive t the members of the laf"!tgl—;
] wnuld. rather be inclined to think that the members were under a n:-‘u"-bmr
lr.nprc!’”‘)"l that it was not right to spend a3 money oisen by the (j—,.n,,w?'
4 overnment on any road or roads in the partially excluded areas as ;h;v

o not scrve the purpose of feeder roacds But, Sir, thatiisa m,wuc} ‘n‘f
op‘n’()n' 'I‘hf: same V”J!S.‘ be said of some of the rancds n the E‘vf‘wr)“.”ﬁnuﬁp an

which money has been spent and proposed o

Let me illustrate my point, Sir, by singling out a particular road in
support of my contention. 1 mean the road from  Jowai, the s bl ivisional
hcadquartcr, Lo I);l_”.'.'f-;i, the n‘;’{iﬁ;i'u:l”ﬂlz.ﬂ. fradine centre and a2 Hl"‘"tﬁaug !’ll.h}!:
fol’ the plaius and the hills, This road s growing in ymportance, It is

re thatl 103 a8 cry short time
this route.

ki to Dawki-—a drop of
ut 24 miles.  supposing

attracting more and more people, and T am su
about three-fourths of the exports and mports ill pass along
ut the most difficult part of the road is from
about 2000 to 3000 feet—measuring a distance «
?- sum of Rs.20 to 30 thousands was spent ofn that part of the road to make
it motorable or fit for wheeled iraffic it would greatly facilitate trade and
}ct it end there—make no further progress until more money is available for
its extension. Would such a measure be considered as waste of money ?

Sir, we heard the other day that a sum of nine lakhs of rupces was spent
on the buildings intended for a Medical School at Sylhet about nine years
ago. For all these years the money was lying idle, unprofitably spent on build-
ings which serve no ugeful purpose. But after nine years the goal is in view, as
we heard the other day that the school was going to be started in the near
future. Can the moncy spent on it said to be wasted ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member will please finish.

The Rev. L. GATPHOH : We will not have to wait to sce the utility
of this road. It will serve to increase the volume of trade in the province and
the number of people who utilise the service of the buses, railway, cte., will
increase. Now, let me finish ,5Sir.

. T.he Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
his points. 1 am accommodating the hon,
modate me also. He should finish his speech now.

Cut motion moved :

““That the provision of Rs.20,30,000 under
50.— Civil Works, Minor head—B.—Repairs,
tions, at page 188 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l, zi.e.,
the whole grant of Rs.43,06,400 do stand reduced by Re.l.”

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : The hon.
Rev. Gatphoh has raised the question of communication in the partially
excluded areas. I do not think, Sir, that the charge of neglect of these areas
by the Government is justified. Partially excluded area means three areas—
the Gar?iHﬂlS: the Mikir Hills and a portion of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills.
As regards the Garo Hills, Sir, we have got 193 miles of Public Works De-
Par.tmel;lt ]I;0ads in that district and even this year Rs.75,000 has been provid-
fi(iistlll:lictt e budget for the improvement of communication in the Garo Hills

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : What about the extension, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : As regards
the extensmnl, thth the recommendation of the Communication Board and
?hel ag)%rc_)vah o lthls House, the Lakhipur-Mankachar Road has been
included in the class I project sanctioned by the Government of India.

i #
1
8

[ think the hon. member has given all
member and he ought to accom-

Gran( No. 26, Major head—
Sub-head—2.—Communica-
the amount of

o=
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Then as regards the Mikir Hills we are now .snxt.'_\l‘rx"ill";‘ ~th(.‘;' | ])-ol)nk;‘b——
Dimapur road and when the survey is completed it will be considered whe
ther it will be possible to take up the construction of (]l:ll yn.u‘l‘.

Of all people, Sir, for the people of the Khasi and Jaintia Hills to cor
in that they have been neglected in the matter of improvement of communi-
cations is most surprising. '.l‘h(: two most expensive n_»;zds_m the Province that
have cost lakhs of rupees to build pass through Fhv Khasi :m(! .]illtxt}:x‘ Hills,

The Rev. L. GATPHOH: I would request the Hon'ble Minister to

ake : in these areas.

mdk(;I"}lu:t:(mrI-il(:n’blc Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CH-'\UDHURY:
admit, Sir, that the access to Jowai is Lh”)l(‘.\lll. :.md lth«- iu}:c(-\;s‘ to heaven ig
very difficult. T know, Sir, the Hon M.v, Premier and my Hon blc. Collcaguc’
Miss Dunn had to make a trip to Jowai and they c.mlc”lmcli with aching
back and exhausted bodies (Laughter). _ I think, Sir, Rev. Gatphoh
will agree that the question of constructing  a nmlm';xl)}c road to Jowai
cannot be taken up at this time, because of the present financial Position of
the Government. It is suggested that from Sohkha (o awki o
road should be made by spending about Rs.20,000 hy. .thc .CO\’C“‘UHQnt_
We shall have this examined, but I cannot guarantee that it will he possibla
to take up the work in the near future.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Does the hon.
motion ?

The Rev. L. GATPHOH = After I have heard the Hon’ble Min;j
I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. uster,

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is.

““That a sum not exceeding Rs.43,06,400 be granted to defray the ¢

es which will come in the course of payment during the year ending. ()C lqr-

3|st March 1942, for the administration of the head—‘so_\civil \R’o {i‘the

(excluding Establishment and Tools and Plant charges.)® » rks—
The question was adopted.

GRANT No. 23
(4~2.~GO-OPERATION)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD
Before the Hon’ble Miss Dunn moves the next grant, [ may )E-A,*}DULLA :
the other grants to-day have been allotted 15 minute 5ol

: S each, ol out t}.lat.
be sufficient.  So some more time may be allotted to thig grm\l\{hlc}l May not
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I will allow 20 minutes tg g

The Hon’ble Miss MAVIS DUNN : On the re
Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that
exceeding Rs.1,40,500 be granted to defray the charges which & sum not
the course of payment during the year ending on the 3]s Mar“}’:ll Come iy
the administration of the head ¢ 42.—Co- operation >, ©1 194 r

Sir, this demand will call for good deal of criticism, Much of .
be justified. The co-operative movement was started ip order hich will
masses of the people. But it is regrettable to note that from the
the movement made no progress whatsoever. I woul.d attl‘ibute thi rt,
affairs to the fact that the people have not been traineq o 1S sta
appreciate or understand the principles of co-operation_

nplain

I

member pregg his

O the
Department which is doing its best to .make the movement to th
wali)t and hear the criticigsms that will b(_f fOTthCOming. Success I Shaﬁ:
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :
““That a sum not exceeding Rs 1,40,500, be granted ¢ defray ¢,
which will come in the course of payment during the ye € ch

d ar endip arges

March 1942, for the administration of the head ¢ 42'N.G0‘0per§t?£nfl}? 335t

As I see the cut motions, I find that only the question of Dolicy 4o i o
discussed. Any member may move.
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Madﬂ"i MA.BARAK J&I,I 4 I ;.:k‘"," St fo» miove “’_f ,Et‘uw T‘:."’Q{E‘E”n c)l"
&.30,6“ Ul‘{d(‘f Grant No 23, Major hendd 42 £ s e . -\{;n(‘l’
hﬁad——A.-uI)zrm:tinn, Sub-head—2 Pay of Establishment (1o , at page
172 of the BUdS{'Z(, be reducecd by R I1G1. 2. c amount of the whole

grant of Rl.l,-‘i-(),:;ﬂﬂ eley stand reduced by Ra 101

By this motion, Sir, I want to criticise Government for their apathy
U’)Wafds thg’; C,'(;.(, ¥erative movelnent The Hoa' ble Minister he sedfl hns
admittcd that from the very oulset the movement macde no progress at all.
This means that the whole movement was not understood properly. People
could not understand the principle under which c movement and the wils
lage credit societies were started and alo  the policy of the Governme nt
underlying the movement. The persons who were in charge of the moves

ment could not control it and guide the people to realisc the policy under-
lying it. Most of the investments were bad investments and in couscquence
almost all the village credit socicties have failed.  Now the Boards of Direce

tors of all the central banks which lent their monecy to the village ecredit
societies are experiencing enormous diffic HL’M'P'*-‘: on onc hand the Board of
Dircctors «re responsible to the depositors for their moncy, and on the other
hand they are not able to realise even a single farthing from the village credit
societies. And this difficulty had becomne enormous by the passing into law
of the Money-lenders’ (Amendment) Bill.  This li;H hias .aﬂn-“..a'lf{ been  passed
by both the Houses, although it has not yet comc intlo operation, 1."“‘ !’}’ fhc
passing of the old Act and also ])y the (:J.';i;ﬂ:fduwf'uz of Debt (_,n“(:‘.l,l‘l.'ltl()n
Boards and again by the passing of the Temporary Postponement of Execu-
tion af Decrees Act the situation has been rmuc ?‘ “-""’f""“"‘i I do not
grudge, Sir, to give due credit to the wisdom of passing these ;\(:fs, for
their object is the ameclioration of the r,sfm(lnum of the people.  But \\Emt 1

want to impress upon the Government is U{;u. they :?:xg.lut_ to have come

forward with sufficient funds or at least with the assurances  that they

stand by the movement and that they stand as surcty to the d‘u{(msxmrs for

their money. In that case the movement .woultl not have L'ul(:d‘;lt all.

But though several representations and deputations were made to the Govern-

ment, they did not pay heed to them. Now the only :lll(:l‘l}{ltl\f'c that

remains for the Board of Directors is that they shall have to resign and lay

the whole blame and responsibility on the Government.

Sir, I have absolutely no doubt that the Government deserve censure
for their callousness, but I would only rest content with deploring the
existing state of things. By the way I would like to make a suggestion, and
that is that it would have heen better if this Department had been placed in
the hands of someone with better experience in co-operation.

o With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the
ouse.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :
“ That the Provision of Rs 30,644 under Grant No. 23, Major head—

4:2.s—~Co~0peration 1\/_[1 . " - i
i > nor head—A .-—Direction, Sub-head— 2.—Pay of
Establehment (total), at page 172 of the Budget, be réeduced by Rs.101, i.e,

the amount of the whole grant of Rs.1,40,500 do stand reduced by Rs.101”.

thr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have only a few
wf)r § to speak on thijg subject. At present there is no co-operative society
or cofct)lpiaraf‘tlve bank o anything of that kind in the Garo Hills. I want-
some nelp from the Government to introduce theéese societies there.

——
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1!)“1’1] =l S- x l.ise to
- - :  Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
OKERJEE: 1 X i : You
YANATH MO riend Maulavi Mabarak Ali. ou
)(I:f:.;lzéxllf))ti(m moved by ]ml.\_.' h(m).ullx;(i::‘(lcg\liglii:;tll chre: onraide i o
supj » reminded us to deliver our spe el » sh oint
have alrca(]l}. 13111;;:_(‘:—] said by the Hon’ble M;mst{tx.Im--choa;‘gt(l..l.ig Illlgz'lélgent
'hat has already . / o f the failure S cnt,
what has already he cause o o
a : 1t the - . " g 40-
out only On’(i lthmg’ I:bi(x)l:c‘ Minister during the gudgt,t ?ttslsmnH(z)fulg-;(tiﬂ]
s 2 LG - he floor of the se, the
T'he Hon’ble imes mentioned on t :
g any tumes i ave
said *“as I have 1 (;]t]}:lo'f the Hindus and the Mzuslmzls, h(;‘lc\)wo cc()rf:g?cll.g‘Zciz?x:
. S = s - 1¢ e L <1l 3
social CU.SUQ) 111-5;-’5 t()) divert this money bmrp\\.cdti:g!:l{ )c:‘lditur(l:jon abcsa] func}:
siml)l(l: \iﬂb%&ilim‘d for produclivc‘p’urpfosi(l‘:“‘l(x; e ]Co-opcrative R
from eIl s s alae root cause of the ta . inister what has - N
tion.” Sir, tlhl; :b t]lll(;u- from the Hon’ble Prime I\’Il]n\lbtmﬁi\:jhd\f-hc‘n lzs:; 133;::
; ol: 0 hea ) . raganda. oiry whe
I shall be glac ate the people by propag - s e g
o >ducate the people Dy ] rent my opmion it is
e sthals ubpwt[toltlc‘lc of the failure of some nllov]cn}(,nt{ l::cry Y sinll)ple % Sy
- e - S ’ < . . L. S ¢ -
Bhoat fae ot ¢ ‘e that root cause which 1
. . reimove that r¢ - : " Wern.
A dm}] toﬂl'tilll- (um I think it was the boulifllcn c.ltu‘t.zrlts)f ,tllllsco C;;:’(;"l ?n
a Ccostly alie s A . o1 1eN 1 < g 3
s ;l'ﬂ(jgxlt)l?(')per steps r:‘«'r.'lrclmg thati‘ m.tt;u \.\ ould be held - die to 3
ment to tak | 5 that a conlerence w ) 3 > ==
: Hon’ble Premier that a c .
R95 By Ko IIO‘[\IIiiflliLstlr;'( neither the Hon’ble Premier 1 !ns ﬁxst{htgnrlstry, AT
change 1n thoc § l't’on’l\fﬁniStf\'s could come to a decision an S e \\\as no
the Congress-Coaliti ately we find that there was a conference in eptember
conference. Bl{t ‘Q"“”"“? yt]\;\c conference are also there. S.u‘, 1t took about
last and the fmdlmgs Of,_, nce, and I hope the Government wil] not take
four years to holc 151011: ‘;;)c«rivc’ effect to the finding of that conference. Sir,
> as that to g : : 0y
such a 1Ol'lgvt»lln’mu‘t by the h(;n. mover that by the R o oL hE I\’?ML*
it was pointec Ol ’*n};) Bill, the situation has been made rathier worse. |
lenders’ (A]<n(:llfy‘il:i;» hit, ‘and I think that when such a Bill has been Passed it
entirely AP Fthe )opillar Government— the. entire  Government bench
was the du.ttydoly qup;)orted this Bill-—to arrange in such a way t‘hat the oor
whole-heﬂsl n(’?]ightL get loans at an easy terms \.VhCn the}’ are In dire nCCGSSlty_
14 "OT, o N
Cu}llw%ﬁl thCSC fc‘,v ‘Vords I 5upp01t t}]e mOtlon.k S' . .
M; ulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, ir, in SUPporting thig
ion I will simply refer to the opinions of some eminent gentlemen who
mo"éoi?ect]y connected with the Co-operative  Movement. In 1993 the
?{g al Commission on Agriculture, which is better known ag the Linlithgow
Col};mission, made the following remark—j ,I’f thg QO-operatlve Movement
fails, with it will fail the hope of rural India’’, SI.I‘, Jf We want to ameliorate
the condition of our people living in the countryside, T wi]] ly say by
way of contradicting the fear which the hon. Mr. Mookerjee I

as just
ich i i i { the richer People of g

T sed and which is also in the minds o Her e pro
C:f‘pcl:'::s that after the passing of the Money-_lenders (Alnendment) -.Blll the
gtr)l-operative Movement has failed. There is a cry also that new .

il F e leglslauons

N : . of this movement. ha

rimarily responsible for the failure ’ 't old
a}feta:;?apfear is groundless ; the Money-lenders (Amensirnenp) Bill, which
; aqitiﬁg for the assent of His Exce]lencydthe s(ioz(f??fl:er::(t)r’olri nt‘;]t.’yet in opera.
18 = . : adaver: 18 Movye
; d so cannot be said to have any 3 s . OVement.
%En;]a;lboflt the other legislation which this HOlf{S]C) ?C:ECOCXas1onn o dlscuss, i,
theeTemPOI“al‘Y Postponement of E Xe'cliltlz?;:l: up to t‘;e g\ R say that
he movement had failed before this Bill c ke I;’nd thie slouse for Passing,
'&‘lfe movement had totally collapsed before ? 18 18 admitteq by the

- f the province. kK of

people at large o few words on the remark of the Hon’hle P
hat lt\I{l%WPiogiE sggig ?h: amount which they take as loans on  thejr i
tha e 58

‘Social
functions...........,
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Will the hon. member like to hear

the Government reply ?
nake the bold assertion that the

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :
co-operative movement had collapsed the Moncy-lenders’ Act was
pa.ss:r:d, Now I will come forward with some suggestions With regard to
this I may mention before the House the remarks which Mr. G, A Khan,
I C. 8.4 I‘ciircd (;‘NH Iﬂif.';.twﬂl."'?' of the Centr al Pros
t?l(: 'Regf.‘a'lr;:r of the Co-operative Department lor
tirne, rnzulc.,»»—-i,e., that if “..\qu;rim!{rs."ﬂ"! i (Am ’
as an Act the movement will not be effe suggestions arc—Arst
try to l‘ftli(_yvc the ,}(‘l‘)]n]f' from ihe ;1“’15*‘;’1 teeliess throueh which IHU‘“‘_\ ire B!;gssing
and then and then only it is possible for the movement to thrive. 1 would
ask the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge to call for that opinion, because I hold
that he br:ing; an eminent person in this respect and  having been in touch of
the Department for a ﬂr:yugg},h of time, his opinion may shed more light.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Docs not the hon. member want  that
the Hon’ble Minister should reply ?

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : [ am finishing, Sir. Only one matter
I would like to mention. We want Government to allow  central banks to
take loan on Government assurance in the form of floating debentures in

the open market,
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the co-operative movement is in a bad way not only in
Assam, but throughout the whole of India, barring the province of Punjab.
It is everywhere clse more or less in a moribund  condition. Richer pro-
vinces have come out with different n:f:tlxmlfs" of helping “'"’ movement.  In
Bengal, hon. members have already scen in yesterday's newspapers, tl.xc
speech of the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge, there how they came out with a big
sum of Rs. 50 lakhs to help the movement  Biliar has started  a very sifting
enquiry as to the realisable power of the primary socicties.
having this enquiry. As Mr. Mookerjee has just s.l;xt«:d we had a cur’lfcrchC
—small conference—in which some members of this House who are interest-
ed in the C()-Operativc Banks were invited. They have made three sugges-
tions which are now before the Government. The Committe could not
come to any definite conclusion as to their suggestions.  The Co-operative
Committee wanted the following points to be examined-——monetary help and
Sidatie of staft.  In ths Budget we have provided a small sum of a lakh of
rupees to help the top bank, viz., the Provincial Co-operative Bank. We
have every recason to believe that part of this money will be transmitted to
central banks who, with this, will just be able to tide over immediate
difficulties. Iﬁncreasc of staff has also been provided by the addition of nine
Assistant Auditors during the current year. They will enquire into the
paying capacity of individual debtors and the form this enquiry is to take is
now being considered by the Government. My hon. friend Mr. Mookerjee said
that when _I have diagnosed the root causc what prevented me from re medy-
ing the evils of that malady. In his opinion intensive propaganda is neces-
sary. We are doing pPropaganda in that respect through our inspectorial staff,
Some of them have heen provided with magic lanterns to lecturz to the
people.  So we are doing a certain amount of propaganda.

. Ther11 we haye 8ot non-official organisation societies which are helped
with small contributiong by Government and whose business is to preach
the gospel of Co-operative movement amonst the people. In this way we
have done what little you could to diseminate the true ideas of co-operative

%
1]
>

s=8

noees Governiment, who was
a i -"3430"3"3.“:?"3!" ]}(-“ulh (_3"
it) Bill cames into force

Here we are



1941} DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 669

movement amongst the people. A tide of helplessness and desperation that
was noticed among the people has gone. We are trying to evolve a scheme
by means of which we will start anew our endeavour to rehabilitate the
movement. If we find that some money is required, we will come before
the House with a proper supplementary demand in time.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Does the hon. mover press his

motion ? 7
Maulavi MABARAK ALI: I press, Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is:
“That the provision of Rs.30,644 under grant No. 23, Major head—43.
— Co-operation, Minor head—A.—Direction, S’ub-head-—z,~Pay of
Establishment (total), at page 172 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 101
3

<

i. e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 1,40,500 do stand reduced by
Rs. 101.”

The question was negatived.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now the question is ;

¢“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,40,500 be granted to defy ;
charges which will come in the course of payment during the ye:fagr d.thc
on the 31st March 1942, for the administration of the head <49 . (llng
—io~

opcx’ation A

The question was adopted.
GRANT No. 25

(47.—Miscellaneous Departments)

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHA
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of ASIS?I)HURI: On the
move thP.lt a sum not exceeding Rs.1,16,600 be granted { 111’ 1 beg, ir, to
which will come'in the course of Payment during the 21 ‘ef?
31st March 1?,42, for the administration of the heady“fl}z 18
Departments. - Miscellanepys

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,16,600 be granted to o
charges .thh' will come in the course of payment during the defray  fhe
on the 31st March 1942, for the administration of the l?ead' Jear ending
laneous Department’s”’, 47 ~—Miscel

This demand will continue up to'3-35 P. M.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : My, Speaker Q:
move that the provision of Rs.7,150 under grant No, 25, Ma-r’“‘Slr > I beg to:
Miscellaneous Departments, Minor head—B.—Labour” Sulg(ﬁ head—47
of Officers (total), at page 184 of the Budget, be reduced 1, 1‘{ ea .
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 1,16,600 do stand reduceg b;'RS‘O’ i. ., the

S. 50,
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S“'; in moving this motion, | wisl the attention of the Go }
vernment to the miserable condition of life snd service of the il wnd u‘u‘d 3
c _# iy ¢ o v s $¢3 S8i4s . =
ocean-going seamen of Svlhet and other cistricts of Assam As many as =
30,000 seamen working in the different ports of Indiz and sailine 2broad :
- . B . y = : N L . 3 —’ - ‘:-4»-~ 1 e -t LA R R D - e N ‘I
!’Iall from thpf: districts of Sylhet and Cachas I'he Hon'ble Ministers o
1"'(5.})3“{‘3 of Lilbﬁln who was at one time the Geperal Sceretary aof the 3
Indian 'Swmirn'ﬁ Union at Calcutta, is well-acquainted with the .ﬁ‘imnmgw
of the ]'lf(; and service of these seamen. In e of the best efforts of
thc'Indmu Seamen’s Union which is incide ntally ane of the hipgest Trade
If']m“ns of India, i:rilﬂ:r}' and corruption are rampoont  in  the port of *
Calcutta. The Bariwallas and Dalals are sucking the life blood of these
secamern. ‘(;fISll, 'l‘;nla;{n_«;h, Tin-talab and lLadabt’, these are tor 11is Of alﬂ'ii){"l“\‘

1548

too WC”—kﬂt)M’H i ”ll". seamen., [:n’.s}i very recently the 'ziﬂ n-;cvd o
f:xact from the seamen interest at the rate of 150 per cont,  per  annum,
The miserable condition of these seamen cannot be judeed from outside.

These people are the bonafide inhabitants of this province. ‘They are &
adding to the prrmprrrity of the country. Can the Government ’Shirk
their responsibility and sit idle ?

With the outbreak of war, all the merchant  vessels have been
commissioned and the innumerable seamen of Sylhet are  discharging
the duties of a national militia. Already hundreds of them have lost
their lives in the high scas by enemy action. We would like to kunow
what arrangements have been made for the maintenance of the families
of these men who have died in active service. With these few words
I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moverd :

“That the provision of Rs.7,150 under Grant No. 25, Major
head—47.—Miscellaneous Departments, Minor head--B.-——Labour, Sub-
head—1.—Pay of officers (total), at page 184 ol the Budget, be reduced )
by Rs.50, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.1,16,600 do stand
reduced by Rs.50.” :

Mr. W. R. FAULL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the hon. mover has
stated that the object of his motion is to draw the attention of Government
to certain alleged conditions affecting seamen  from Assam. He has said \
little or nothing to substantiate his claim that these men serve under '
miserable conditions of life or service, nor does he clearly indicate what |
acti(_)n or want of action on the part of Government warrants his cut \
motion.

So far as Assam itself is concerncd, the number of seamen from
SYlh?t serving within the province is virtually nil, and I consider myself
qu'ahfic.d to state that complaints of the naturce indicated have not been
voiced in the quarter where they might be most expected.

In any case, however, the¢ condition of life and service of seamen
generally is not properly within the sphere of Assam’s responsibilities since
thereTa}-:‘e 10 ports in Assam in which scamen are engaged. _
P mazof"n;(t):ﬂetz mlgc?t be a provincial one in Bengal, where there are ;
ann belalf ot se;x:n the headquarters of labour organisations operating

e Jargest pOSsibleen' But, in fact, the prescnt tendency being t_owz}rds
it A measure of cg-ordmatlon, the subject, if it justifies ¢
» 18 one which should rightly only be handled by the Central

Government.
Six_‘, I oppose the motion. |
Mr. A, WHITTAKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the interest of i

aceuracy, may Iinform the hon. mover Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury

|
‘i
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that only in February last there was an announcement given in reply to a
Central Legislative Assembly question which asked how many Indian sea-
men have lost their lives during the war and the answer was between 600—
650 ? Now that covers the whole of India including Madras districts,
Chittagong, Sylhet and certain other districts in Bengal. Sir, it is
scarcely correct to say that ““hundreds of seamen” from Sylhet have lost
their lives.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : This is a fact, Sir.

Mr. A. WHITTAKER : All I can say, Sir, is that if Mr. Bari Chaue
dhury is correct, then the figures obtained by th(:. ?omu_lcrce Department
of the Government of India from the office of the High Commissioner
at London are incorrect.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, there is a technical objection to discuss this matter
for maritime shipping is covered by list No. 1 of the Seventh Schedule.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: We want a reply from
the Minister-in-charge.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Well, I am in charge of this subject (laughter).

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: I am sorry.

The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I may reply to such questions on the floor of the House and my hon.
friend need not challenge my competence to deal with the subject. Sir
I am not takipg shelter under the technical objection ; I am very glad t(;
place all the facts that we possess before the hon. members.

_ Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of order Sir
If the Hon'ble Premieris in charge of this Department, how is this th t
Hon’ble Mr. Matin Chaudhuri is moving for the grant ? §

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL
Sir, as I have already stated, these marine matters are not dealt with b i
Public Works Department. It is a Central subject and correspon'cl1 L
this subject between the Central Government and this Government -
general questions are dealt with by the Home Department don s
incharge of this Department. nd I am

Sir, it is perfectly correct that a large number of oup Sylhet;
had signed on On previous occasions in inland as well as oce
vessels but the difficulty so far as Assam is concerned, they siop
which are beyond the provincial jurisdiction. We have got ng .
find out whether a man signing on in all these places belongs to A
anywhere else but from their private correspondence which Som:Sarp or
passes through the (.:hstrlct officers, we know that quite a large numbtlmes
people are on the high seas at the present moment. All these Dber of
take place in Calcutta and as I had spent quite a large number of !
Calcutta very near the centre which is known as Khalasjto]y Ik years in
conditions and I quite agree with my hon. friend Mauylay; Abgow the
Chaudhury that various kinds of illegal exactions are extorted b ‘lcll Barj
or brokers, but it is beyond my comprehension how can p, va dalals>®

friends
an going
on ports
egister to

of Assam help in this matter. There is Shipping Master it
Shipping Master at Calcutta. If my hon.. fme‘nd has got any
figures, I will be only too pleased to send his grievancesg in  this

those Calcutta officers.
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Then Sir, it is perfectly correct that a large number of people from
S.)'Ith .ha.s dicd on thr high SEAS . About a fortnieht aco | 4::wt ] rmulll-
tion passed by the War Commitiee of Sylhirt sllegine that in wview of the
&Ct. lh;zt as many as 600 lives have been lost on the high seas since the
bcgl{’””‘ig of the War, Government of India should be requested  to  make
special pn;vision for hf‘“ﬁ”;;’ the families and to have better particulars of

e deceased so that the relatives may be able to trace them. Sir, as I
replied the other day to the question asked by the same hon. member,
Maulavi Mabarak Ali and Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy, that the Deputy
Commissioner of Sylhet in order to expedite matters has been authorised to
communicate direct both with the Marine Department and the Government
of India so that any compensation for unfortunate accident on the high
seas may be available to the relatives as early as possible.  If such matters
are sent by the Deputy Commissioner through the Commissioner and then
through the Provincial Government to the Central Government it will take
a long time. Therefore the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet has been
authorised to correspond direct with the Marine Department and the Gov-
ernment of India so that whatever compensation or benefit for these persons
can be had, is had quickly. I am a member of the Provincial War Com-
mittee and 1 know what efforts are being made by this War Committee
in this direction and we have reserved a decent sum for helping the relatives
of these deceased or injured people. Recently we were told that the
Marine Department had accepted an Insurance compensation scheme for
the szamen who arc either in British ports or in Indian ports. That
shows that some of the people of Sylhet have signed on in British ports.
Assam Government has no hand or control in the matter and as they are
borne in the Indian register or British register, it is difficult to  get informa-
tion casily. We start correspondence with the Central Government whenever
a case for compensation comes to our notice.  As soon as we get any intima-
tiort either from the relatives themselves or from  the higher authorities, the
Deputy Commissioner will immediately make enquiries and bring it to the
notice of the Marine Department to make such compensation.  So Assam
Government are doing their best to see that the relatises of those gallant
people wbo have signed on ingpite of the risk on the high seas not only in
norn}al times but thousand times more now and whom we cannot but
admire for their courage and patriotism, if we know that any of them have

lost their lives on the high scas, get the full measure of the benefit funds
that have been provided for such cages.

Maulavi ABDUL BARJ . o o
proximate number of deaths ? CHAUDHURY: May I know the ap

As Me Swiowble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Assem].)ly the nﬁ;rb‘]mtfrcad the reply given on the floor of the Central
Lo oy i f‘?I:O death was mentioned at 600 to 650. It is well

Y aon. friend that a large number of seamen fromn Noakhali,

Chittagong and : p
among thgse all islz%rotut%ugi‘»g(}oa also sign and the number of deaths

Assam Gove have a1
whatever, but g A ‘rnment have not any statistics
st ,begim:‘he Sylhet War Committee passed a resolution stating that
Beyond that we 600 Sylhet seamen have lost their lives.

ABDUR RAHMAN :
ponsibility to find out the actual state of affai ;
Ctually dicd or is still living ? Recently a fatlll;i’r cf,i."g.g:.
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scaman came to submit a petition before the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet,
to ascertain whether his son had died and if so whether he would be entitled
to any compensation, because 'hc had _come to learn from some other
person through a letter that his son died in London. But the Deputy
Commissioner could net give any mformz}tlon.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
All that I can advise is that the hon. mcmb.cr can scn.d us the particulars of
the man so that we can enquire from the High COH)II]I.SSIODCI‘ of India. 1Ip
London my first son is a Laskcr Welfar.e Officer who is to find out all such
cases and report to the High Commissioner, and to look aftcr. these people,
and if there be any deaths, to bury them in the Muslim fashion.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Most probably GOVCI_‘nmcnt are. sware
that in cases of death, compcnsntign i§ allowed to the wife or children of
the deceased, but no compensation is given to the father _and mother if there
be no wife or children. We want to see that compensation is given to the
father and mother when there is no wife or children of the Ceceased.,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
These compensations are regulated by ccx:tain rules and those rules arc;
controlled by the Marine Department. We have no power Whstaog R
revise those rules.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : In view of t}
supplied by the Hon’ble Premier, I beg leave of the House to
motion. .

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.1,16,600 b.e granted to defy
which will come in the course of payment during the ye

1e fnformation
Withdray, my

ay the chap
. Tro

March 1942, for the administration of the head ‘4-7.~I\'Ixscellaneous D:pglit
g3 9P art-
mcng%l-m question was adopted.
GRANT No.31
(57.~Miscellaneous)

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDy
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Ag N: On
move thz‘zt a sum not exceeding Rs.3,30,700 be granted tq S& lfl‘]~’ beg, Sir, to
which will come in the course of payment during the 60 ee (li ay the harges
March 1942, for the administration of the head 57 _° el N8 on the 375t

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Motio aneouyg?’,

n moved :
< That a sum not exceeding Rs.3,30,700 be grang

which will come in the course of payment during the year end;

March 1942, for the administration of the head <57, isce]r}ail X

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : g to
provision of Rs.15,000 under Grant No.31, Major head—Z5, . Move tj the
Minor head—E.—Petty Establishments, Sub-head\(a i i.\ Visce
Houses (total), at page 204 of the Budget, be reduced by Eult and Session
amount of the whole grant of Rs.3,30,700 do stand re 1 5

My intention in moving this motion is to urge upon ., o 00,
urgent necessity of constructing a separate Circuit - OVernment the
At the present moment the Circuit House is combined vy; th tha Sunamganj.
fow.  The Hon’ble Minister-in-charge and [some o}, e Daf(ﬁlenga-

vilnisters

P —

er HOI] ,b.le

dUCed bYSRs,], 2-8.’ the -~
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ha"? personal experience of the difficulty and inconvenience which the public
of Sunamganj are experiencing for want of a separate Circuit House at
Sunamganj. Sir, Sunamganj is the only subdivision the Surma Valley
and perhaps in the whole of Assam where the Dak Bungalow and the Circuit
House are accommodated in the same building. The public as wcll as the
officers on tour are put to great troubles and difficultics owing to this arrange-
ment. SO, often officers have cancelled their 1our {or want of ad ut,«uan'uﬂal.w,];lli;vll.

{ in the town of Sunamganj. We

Sir, there is no dearth of Government lanc

suggest that the whole building be utilised as a Dak Bungalow and a sepa-
rate Circuit House constructed at an carly
mend my motion to the acceptance of the House

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs.15,000 under Grant No.31, Major hcad—57.
—Miscellaneous, Minor head-—FL. Peity  Establishments, Sub head-—(a)—
Circuit and Session Houses (total), at page 204 of the Budget, be reduced by
Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whaole grant ol s 3,30,700 do stand

reduced by Rs.100.” , ,
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

Mr. Speaker, Sir, my friend Maulavi Abdul Bart Chaudhury is quite correct
to say that at Sunamganj there is a combined  Circuit and  Dak Bungalow
and that there are only two rooms—onc lor the Dak Bungalow and the other
for the Circuit House and the central roorm is used as dining room. To
scttle some agrarian disputes between the tenants and the Bhatipara
Zeminders myself, and my freinds the Hon'ble Revenue Minister and the
Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government along with the Deputy Comimnis-
sioner and the Supf:rinn:ndc:m of Police went there last year. 'I'hc-y‘ were _goc_)d
enough to give me the Circuit House room, whereas the two !I'le ble Mins-
ters shared the Dak Bungalow room while the two district officers were put
in tents. It was found that the accom modation there is very litde. 1
will make enquiries, Sir; to find out how frequently the Dak I’.‘ung;\l(.)\rv is
utilised and what is the average rate per month of ocer pation  of the Circuit
House and if we find that the number of officials visiting that locality and
non-officials using the Dak Bungalow require two separate buildings then we
will take up the matter.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDIIURY In view of what has been
gaid by the Hon’ble Prime Minister I do not like to press my motion, Sir.

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Now I shall put the main motion.

The question is :

¢“That a sum not excecding Rs.3,30,700 be grantcd to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1942, for the administration of the head ¢57.—Miscellaneous’.”’

The question was adopted. /

With these words, 1 com-

o
g5 & o
L.if

GRANT No.33
(LoANs AND ADVANCES BEARING AND NOT BEARING INTEREST)

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, on - the recommendation of His Excellency the
Governor of Assam, 1 beg to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.5,32,000 be
grar_lted to defray the charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year ending on the 31st March 1942, for the administration of the
head “Loans and Advances”, | |
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

2 .= 20 ) i . y o XS = R
“T'hat a sum not exceeding Rs.5,32,000 lm.( grante _d u-) flclfa}’ the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
9 . ini ion of : ¢ ans d / ye LI
March, 1942, for the administration of the head ‘Loans and Advances’,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL }I.U.SSAIN ‘CH'AUDHURY:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the provision of Rs. -30,000 under
Grant No. 33, Major head—Loans {1nd i\d\':mmfs, th"’,l\'l[“m}, I;Icad B
Loans and Advances by the Provincial - (.m'crmncnts,’ Su .)-h(.»IIC' TLoans- to
Municipalities, Port Funds, etc., Detailed }:CHC]‘—;]J()‘J‘HS tcz Local Bodlcs,
at page 212 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 10( s 1.0 '(‘](‘;h(' amount of the
Wholc"qr:mt of Rs. 5,32,000 do stand reduced by Rs. 100,

Siv, by moving this motion I want to bn.nﬁ ln log«;tl grlei\va’nce
before the House. Of course this demand is_movec )}1' Elc Hon ble
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur R;Ihll]:l‘ll lm} it has gqt a (‘.SOSL connection
with the Hon’ble Minister for Locnl. .Sclf-(m\;c{rnﬁlcnt. | Fn‘mmnc back
the Sunamganj Local Board applied to wal\’LvlllllTlCllt..l or a lozu-l of
Rs. 40,000 in order to improve and cxtm‘ul tu: txcllnbe:qgc f)f roads
in that subdivision but that :{pphcatm.n. \\nsflcs]n.}(:ﬁc B} ‘GO\.ernment
on the ground that the financial C()lldltl(’)ll](j” tlT'.omd was  not
satisfactory. I can tell the };)011. mem .)(ixb] \ tlilt | the financial
position of the Sunamganj Locul Board s nolwl )]Létk_z_l t3a11 as it was
some days ago and my friend 1'\1[(111];1'\'1 Abc ltl Bari C'._haud.hury, the
Chairman, Surmmgam L.ocnl Board, will .b(‘m‘ me f(3111.' 1n this matter,
I think, Sir, T will reccive the best (‘?llSl{lCl’;ltlQI].‘10111 the HO}l’ble
Minister for Local Skflf-(;ox'erxlxnplmt. We did 'not glu.dgc 6 sanction g
little over Rs. 15,0(30 for constructing a pucca road up to the house of the
Hon’ble Public Works Depagt ment Minister ::nd another Rs.5,000 for

tructing a road to the house of the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self.
consr nment and I hope, Sir, my motion will receive the same treatment
G_Ovc.m -emember aright, durine the time of the firgt Minist )
o Reform the Howble’ Khan Sorsp e of th dabbir Hugsys, coder
this Reform the 1011 lc hﬁn L m}.aw 1u abbir Hussain Chau-
dhury said that what he could not expect from the sop ablganj he

expected from the son-in-law of Habiganj and to-day, Sir, I sy with

change in the sentence what e could not expect from (ha A
Sunamganj I mean Maulavi Munawwar Ali we expect from ey Khes
Sahib the brother-in-law of Sunamganj. (Laugher.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: (ut motion moved :

«That the provision of Rs.30,000 under Grant No. 33
Loans and Advances, etc., Minor head——B.~L0an_S and Adya,
Provincial Governments, Sub—hcad——Loar_ls to l\/IUIllCIpahtleS’ Port Funds
etc., Detailed head—TLoans ¢q Local Bodies, at page 212 of the s

) . BUd& t
be reduced by Rs. 100, 7., ﬂ’l,e amount of the whole grant of Rs. 5,32,?)606
do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSS AN
DHJI::%: oMr. Speaker, Sir, t' e whole position is like thig I . CHAU.

) 1938 h

. ied f an of Rs. 40,000 ., 1938 the

mganj Local Board applied for a loan o P00 ang 2
sgtril?iong fiss Joan they did not supply any scheme by whicl, the loay t}vlfi;

to be repaid. Over and above that, at that time the.Deput
sioner, Sylhet, reported to the Gover.nme.nt the}tlthe ﬁl}an(ua] Positio
LocaI’Board was extremely bad. So in view of these Circumgt

Oom miis-
n of the
anCeS, Sir’ and
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in view of the fact that the Board could not at that ti me show how the

lfh}"‘, lf. (’.}‘CH ;ll”e_*‘l”p,-{_]-.’: ‘—"‘A“”ﬁ‘{i ?-(‘ ;‘»»‘.:li] T;.“;, ‘k‘ RE;'" (;.v.ra'umcm h‘_ul to

reect their P’“’l"ﬂ?‘ﬂ- S1nce then, Hr, 1o i"J'";““".uz has been put ubr\\"d‘rd
L ] &

before the Government and unul now we have gol no sud h  information

t!l“lt th‘; SL)”:!!‘]%.IHHJF I,‘!‘ .nﬂ Ii‘"n.ﬁa"ﬁ want }'.\ %. 30 or E‘; 8. 30 zéﬂ""la%.nﬂ;iﬂﬂ. E_j\? \\‘.\}' (8}

loan. This is the whole position, S

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : The application W3S
renewed in 1938,

The Hon’ble Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAU-
DHURY: The applicauon was renewed in 1938 and that petition was
21]50 (:mmidcrml il.lld Governinent z'u,."."i (o give Ihr l-‘guﬂf.' lfn,at iM [h;u pcli'
tion too no scheme was M"»!f"r"d with regard to the fact that how the loan
was to be rcp:zir’l and in how many instalments. So, Sir, until now by
this eut motion the present Ministry's attention has never been drawn (@

the fact.

With regard to another fact which T have heard often [’r'p(*ntcd by
my hon. friend the mover of the cut motion is that charity begins at  hom¢.
The Sunamgar] Local Board, 1 think, can apply the principle of :.t.us
saying that ‘charity begins at home’. From the firures it will appear, Sir,
that mileage of roads maintained by Sunamganj have been gradua y
reduced—I shall give out only for the information of the House—the
figures of the last three ycars.

The mileage maintained by the Sunamganj Local Board in the year
1937-38 was 24865 ; in 1938-39 the same mileage was maintained ;
in 1939-40 the mileage has been reduced to 239°65.

1 shall now mention the non-recurring grant for the communications
that is being given tO the Sun:mxg:mi I,uc;tl‘lin:ard for the ‘cnrrcspnndmg
three years. For the year 1937-38 it was 1_{5.11,.“)(); for 1938-39 1t
was Rs.11,500, and for 1939-40 1t was Rs.12,750 ; that means an increast
of over Rs.1,000. '

From this progress it will appear that the case of the Sunamgan)
Local Board is treated more favourably by Government than of any
other Board.

Again, Sir, in that pctition for loan, the Board mentioned chat they
would try to augment their income by increasing the local rate which i
being paid by the landlords of the subdivision. At present the rate is fixe
at 1 anna 4 pies in the rupee on the annual value of the land, but actually
only 1 anna 13 levied now. The Board definitely said that they wou
increase their income by levying 3 pies extra in the rupee. So, if they at all
want to improve their position they can do it now. If they do so they
can increase theit annual income by Rs. 15,000 as from the figures it
appears that ’from the existing rate they get annually a sum in the
neighbourhood of Rs. 60,000, I would therefore advise my hon. friend
Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury, who, I am told, is the able Chairman of
the Board? to see whether he can increase his income by levying aB
exflra_3 pies. 1in t.hc rupee. I understand, Sir, that the Habiganx Local
YB"oax:d anc.lv the lec;har Local Board have already done so BJ doing
¢his I think he will not onl : . y doing

e T v . y accept the proposal, but act up to the
rmap%:h'a t ‘charity begins at home’ which is so very familiar with the
mover of this cat motion. Moreover Lord helps those who help themselves:

1f they accept my suggestions i T . ;
e require & to help them. , no son or son-in-law or brother-in-law WOu_ld



. 677
1941] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge
got anything to say ?

The Hon’ble Khan Babhadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :
No, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Does the hon. mover press his

motion ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HU?-S Altl; ﬁf:{x t‘ﬁ? Sﬁﬂfﬁi}
In view of the statement made by the Hon blC} N [}1315(: House to withdraw
will receive his best consideration, I beg leave ©

my motion.

: ‘ e, withdrawn.
The motion was, by leave of the House, ‘, s
4 ) tion 1S .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The ques d to defray the charges
< o v < ~ <
“That a sum not exceeding Rs.5,32,000 be gf'a:t:he oycar ending on tbh;
~which will come in the course of payment durlng

N - e ‘Loans and
: 3 - . inistration Qf the head

31st March, 1942, for the administrati

Advances’.”

The question was adopted.

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 A, on Tuesday, the 25th
March 1941.

A. K. BARUA,
SniLLoNG,

The 30th May, 1941. Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam,

A.G.P. (L.A.)No.9—123—3-6-1941.



