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i Sessi irst Assam Legislative
ings e Sixth Session of the Firs
Procceglng;ﬂ?}f;’ t::.l:mg::!ﬂcd under the provisions of the Government
ASSeIx Y sADS ,',-
of India Act, 1935

EMBLY met in  the Assembly Chamber, S]l}l(lOlig, at 11 a.m. on
LK SO Thursday, the 16th March, 1039

Re supply of printed copies of starred

questions wiih
members in the

out replies to
previous evening

Maulavi N.‘IU‘]‘I:\I\II\’I:\D AI\{]IADI:‘EI‘;I I\‘c
tallation of this Ministry, a ])l';ll“[l.L,( 1‘(1.\ .u
T ‘ere to be taken up for tll(.'d‘l') W (;rt. ing distri d ¢ enin
\\.hf(_.h wer hat it has been discontinued for the l.xft 3 or4 days. . 1\1.\13, we
i n i b, t' 1'"“ : ~‘l‘ ?  According to rules also this should be distributed
e o t'1") :)u lfhtlllrlilxlx(i: this is the practice in other Legislative Assembljes also.
a day earlier. S i
:?l"l(lli‘;)slﬁ(;:xl(l be continued here.

Mr. Speaker, Sir,
t up that st
being distrib

on the ing-
arred  questions
uted the evening

2 AKER: 1

The Hon’ble the SPE{\K‘ _ 2y reler ?

m‘mbcre will notice that it is only the printed op ty
me —

tions to be answered on a particular day that are to be circulated
1¢St1IoNS ans : e gl Vo ; o n
fgnom;s‘t the members on the Previous evening ; and with peg

gard to unstarreq
questions and short notjce duestions, the answers are LAY

may  refer to ryle 94 The hon

ped copies of starred

ald on the table
half an hour before the Speaker takes his seat. Am I to understand that the
a < N ' - > b 3
111011 member did not get printed copy of st

arred questions
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It m

of that day ?
Yes, Sir. '

ay be through som
(Many voices: None of us have got.)
-The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :

€ mistake,

That pr
i MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI : .
M_a‘fl?i‘lrll il?dprinted copies of starred questiong are” place
= bettcll) )Sforc the close of the day, because I have seen th,
:"a}ii)?i'cd En the Bengal Legislative Assembly,
o

actice will be followed

I may point out that

d on
at prac

mMembeyg?
tice being
The Hom’ble the SPEAKER : Eyep als done,
. : i ‘e obtained ip the A
rinted copies of questions ar obta . ssemb] Den...
g Iipolrll a particular day, they are gene; ally laiq on the ¢ of glaeltnﬁent
in tgi day previous 5 but when they are nog S0 receiveq BY the ‘Asm ers,
(l))n ;u‘tment: then they are sent to the respective residence me bs
hf':pk if this was not done two or three days, there O ers
zo;rnle;vhere. I will look into that and members iy haye theirme Mistake
redressed. ‘

grlevances
Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDH .

. : he ) :
the House may be asked to see that printed Copies reach Ell?anAb]e Lead
in due time.
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320 QUESTIONS (16711 MAR.
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(to which oral answers were given)
Forest income of the Bijni Raj Estate
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED asked :

#102. "Will Government be pleased 1o state—
(a) The total present income from the forest under the Bijni Raj
Ward’s Estate ?
() The total, prescnt expenditure for maintaining its forcst stafl ?
(t) ‘Whether the present forest income of the Iisjwi Raj Estate hias
incredsed in comparison with those for the year 1924-25 10
1936-37 ? (Figurc of income of cach year to be shown
‘separately.)
(d) Whether the expenditure in maintaining its staff is in propor-
tion to the income decreased or increased 7
‘#103. Will Government be pleased to state—
{a) -qun the p.rcscnt—Chicf' Forest Ofiicer of the Bijni Raj Estate
‘was appointed ?
(b) What was his pay at the time of his appointment to this post ?
i(c) What is the present pay of the said officer ?
(d) What was the pay of the officer in place of whom the present
Chief Forest Officer has been appointed ?
'(¢) "Whether there has been any improvement in the forests or in
its income since the appointment of this Officer ?

2104, Will Government be pleased to statc whether the duties and
responsibilities "of ‘the ' Chief 'Forest Officer of the said Estate arc more
arduous than the duties and: responsibilities of the Assistant Manager and
Sub-Managers of the Estate ?

#105. 1f the 'answer to question 104 above is in the negative, will
Government be pleased to state whether the Assistant Manager and the

Sub-Managers are drawin . .z the pa f the Chicf
Forest Officer -of the E"Sté\te“g? pPay, proportionatc pay o 1C c

#106. 1If the'answer to:

propose 1o fix “the ‘scales
‘daties and’ responsibilities ' ?

question 105 'is in the negative, do Government
of ‘pay of these officers in proportion to their

“Ihe'Howhle Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replicd :
-102. (a)~*Rupees 91,57 5, .
2 n the. : _38.
(B)-Rtpees Toigag | C Yoar 1937-38

(¢)—A statement ig laid on the table
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Statement laid on the table in connection with the reply to sgarred
question No. 102(¢) asked by Maulavi Jahanudnin Ahmed :(—

Rs.

1924-25 1,61,355

1925-26 2,45,143

1926-27 1,73,467

1927-28 1,96,599.

1928-29 1,41,732

- 1929-30 1,03,327
1930-31 59,476

! 1931-32 29,333,
i 1932-33 23,014
1933-34 29,995,

1934-35 43,370,

1935-36 58,899

: 1936-37 73,172
1937-38 91,570

(d)—The expenditure has to some cxtent increased owing to the

entertainment of a qualified staff since 1933 for the improvement
’ forests on a scientific basis and also due to the reorganisation of the
" administration of the estate.

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : May I know how. many qual:
officers have been appointed in that Estate ? : ARy qwﬁi@d

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED : I am not in
position to give reply to this question off-hand except that the Chic}‘ For a
Officer is a qualified person, ‘ ol

of the
forest

, The Hon’ble Mr. PAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED repjicq .

103. (a)—In December, 1933.
(b)—1In the scale of Rs.150—10—250 (E"B‘-)“S\&OO

(¢)—He is now in the scale of Rs,175$_..17.5\20 '
15—365 (E.B.)—15—410—20/2—450, “00—15—290 (E.B.)—
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(d)—He was not appointed in place of any other .
entirely new post was created to which he was appointed for the
administration of the forest department of the Estate.

(6)—-\"(:3, the ficures in statement againsi question o 102
from 1933-34 show the improvement in income.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : May I know the name of the Chicf

Forest Officer of the Bijni Estate ? . . o
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AI!M(I:I)' Mr. Kaith.
Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : May I know  when the 1o

scale was given to him ? ) , :
The Hon’ble Mr,. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :  [lc is nose ortiing

the revised scale. ) , v .
Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : When was he given the revised

scale ? -

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : I want notice of

this question, Sir. . : v Cover

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Was it sanctioned by Govern-
ment ? . h fe Typed

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :  Since it is being
drawn it must have been sanctioned by the Court of “’,fw‘r“"' i

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : Did the Manager recommen
the revised scale ? _ - .

The Hon’ble Myr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AIHIMED : . It X 1.a-,anan.!1'.y
in these matters to take into consideration the recommmendations of the local
officers. .

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : May I know if the recommenda-
tion of the Manager was taken into consideration ? .

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: [ cannot say
definitely, but his recommendations must have been taken into consideration

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replicd :

104.—Decidedly his duties arc more arduous as he is entirely respon sible

for the good administration of the Estate forests. '
. Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : [s it nota fact that the Assistant

o]

Manager has t ¢ gl 1 the Manager remains 'ahsc.x'nt T
B The Honhiy ﬁi%ﬁi‘i‘ilﬁ%ﬁ%lﬁh&f AHIMED :  Yes, Sir, when he
is absent for short periods.

Maaualavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : May I know whether it is not a
fact that the work of the Accicqnr M . ore arduous than that of the
Chief Forest Officer ? ¢ Assistant Manager is mo

;one Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMDD: So far as the
administration of forests is concerned the work of this officer is very arduous.

Manag::-ll?aVi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : Isita fact that he is under the

Man'::l:]lle Hon’ble My, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : He is under the
ger io far as the administration and disciplinc arc concerned.
arduou:r‘lle;“uf1\{,11U MAD AMJAD ALL: Is it in consideration of the
: S ol t E . ‘ : X
given such a highes?;:fz gf? fgr ;che technical knowledge that he has been
both'It‘(l)1 t:hHon’ble Mr, FIKIY{I'{RUDDIN ALI AHMED: Having regard
M le arduous nature of the work and the technical knowledge. -
ved soal JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May we know whether therc 18

any fixed scale of Pay for the Assistant Manager and the Sub-Managers ?

73
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The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :

i stion, Sir,
this Mmalons JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Wil
ce ~ tha ‘re 18 no such scale ?

. ﬂul;};lzuﬂtg;]t‘};:: l Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI‘ AHMED :
through the records 1 cannot say whether there is

Maulavi JAI-'!.-\NUDIl)IN‘ ?.P?NIEP :

inister has ot (h(' records with haim { -
e et e FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: No, Sir,
records are not with me. ) _ - :

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED - On a point of order, Sjr, .

When the Hon’ble .\Iini.\'.m.r was on this side of the House he raised a
point of order that Hon’ble Aix||1§t(:1's _shoulcl keep by lh.(‘.ll'l relevant and
connected papers of the case with him, bm_- now that he is in charge of the‘
Iiunt'nlio he has not the record with him. Is it not a very deplorable state of
affairs, Sir ?  (Laughter.)

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED:
member had in his original cquestion :1sk(:(“l what 't.he pn"\t of the
I would have had the papers .\w‘th‘ me ; 1n;\" question 1s whetl
and responsibilities of the L‘..lu‘c! }‘nros\t ()lhc,m_' of the Estate
than the duties and responsibilities of the Assistant I\'Ianuge
gers of the Estate.” L )

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Here it is in question *No, 105
“If the answer to question No. 104 above is in the negative, will Government
be pleased to state whether the Assistant Manager aud. the Sub-h‘hnagers are
drawing pay, proportionate to the pay of the Chief Forest Officer of the
Estate.” This is a question of comparison of pay. .

The Hom’ble My, FAKHRUDDIN ALJ AHMED : T} question
does not require informatjon with regard to the scale of pay of the
and the Sub-Managers. »

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : There is « whether the Assistang
Manager and the Sub-Managers are drawing DY broportionate to the pay of
the Chicef Forest Officer.” May we ask the Hon’ble linister to have “tha
records and let us have an answer to-mcgrrow P _

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER : The trouble 1s th
Minister could not anticipate how far the hon. member w
(Laughter.)

I want notice of

the Hon’ble Minister take

Without going
a fixed scale or not,
May I kow whether the Hon’ble

these

If the hon,
se oficers were
1er the dutjeg
are more arduoyg
r and Sub-Mana-

at the Hon’be
as going tq trave],

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN AL] AHMED e
105.—Does not arise. '
Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED - In the question the scale of
is referred to. How is it then that the question does not arise ? of pay
The Hom’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALX MED . ey
mention of the scale of pay drawn by these officers. The only thipe
asked was whether the Assistant 1\/1anager and Sub‘Managers S
pay proportionate to the pay olf thedGh1ef Forest Officer,
t scale of pay they were allowed. .
wha I\SIICaulavip JYAHANUDDIN AHMED:_ Will the Hon’hle
pleased to state what the pay of the Assistant Manager and SU-b~Manag
? ers
e "The Hon’blz Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHME]p .  hon
is going back on his question. I have already stateq that ¢hjg inf.oi‘nem?Oer
not asked for.
" The Ho'hle M. FAKHRUDDIN AL AHMED yepp; .
106.—Does not arise. ! :

plied :

inister be
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. Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: By this question we wanted
to elicit information whether the Assistant Manager and Sub-Managers were

getting: pay in proportion to their duties and responsibilitics. 5o the Hon'ble
Minister ought to have prepared a statement of scales of their pay, and | do
not see any reason:why the Hon’ble Minister should plead ignorance ol the

pay of these officers.

'I’he HO n’ble Ml‘. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED As I have .-.h'r.-‘nl’f‘
said there was no mention made of the scales of pay of theie officers.
However, if this information is required I would ask the hon. member to be
reasonable and give me time to get the required information.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: [ do not see any difference.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon'ble Minister h s asked for
time to look into the question, and has given an assurance that he will
into the question, so I think the question need not be pursued further.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : The Hon'ble Minister has not
said whether there is any SCZl](’:, but if there is any scale he ourht to have
been able to give it. ’ '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : With regard to that the Hon'ble
Minister says that he cannot give the information off-hand, and he requires

tim

;wnk

e.
Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : May we know il we can have the
answer to-morrow ?

Maulavi M ) AMJAD ALI: May | tell  the Hon’ble
Minister that the Manager of Bijni is here. He can get the information from
him and answer the question to-morrow.,

The Hon’ble MI'-.FAKH.RUDDIN ALI AHMED: I do not Kknow
whether the Manager 1s in Shillong. He has not seen me.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : May I request you, Sir, that as
these questions have not been answered to-day, shall we be allowed to put
supplementary questions about them to-morrow ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: As our purposc ought to
be understood, our purpose 18 that the Assistant Manager and the bl,‘b—
Managers who are now acting on a fixed pay should be brought on to 2
time-scale of pay- .

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : I would certainly
consider the matter, Sir,

Maulavi J ANUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir. The purpos¢
iglown. fome. I cannot ,help if the Hon’ble Minister does not undcrstzmd
my purpose and cannot give out my purposc. 1 want an answer to M
questions. ,

i thie ﬁﬁ:ﬁﬁ%ﬁ ?PEAKER The hon. member ought to be sagisﬁcd

vl&taufzvia Mléhamm'ad Argﬁgczli{vllnistcr has said in reply to the question o

(Starred question No. 107 standing in the name of Srijut Sarveswar
Barua was not put and answered: a5 thegqucstioncr S al)scnt.J)

Travelling and halting allowances drawn by the Hon’ble Ministers

Srijut ROVINI KUMAR GHAUDHURT asked :

#108. Will Government 1, t
of travelling and halting ajj, ¢ pleased to state separatcly the total amouT
1st April 1937 to I5th S}Nances drawn by cach of the Hon’ble Ministers
frogln halting allowances drawneptember 1938 and the amount of tr avelling
an by each of the Hon’ble Ministers of the pre-

sent Government during the perjog co from assumption of their

offices to their last tour ending on the 1st March 1939 ?
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The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied :

108.—A statement is laid on the table.

i . L »(»;!;1 H’M l’t‘ﬁ!)’ ’() J‘I(”Tf({ (]llc.f{fon .,\"0'103
+ leved on th 2ok i connecion t e ol J !
Statement laid on the Lal ;’ \f.::.ﬂf Rohini Kumar Chaudh
asked ',-', i
fi April 1937 tc mnt draw ' the
1 G riment’s predecessors from 1st April 1937 to ‘\{,‘llt;lll'bllcdI\n;’:istgss E‘i‘:
The present Governs cnt's predeces ThsE ‘
o 15th Scptember 1938

travelling and hagin

g
al()wancgs
Rs. a. p.
ini 2,899 107 ¢
1, Hon’ble Chief Minister .
inister - 1,816 3 0
2. Hon’ble Revenue Minister... . ;
\ o S o worn » 2 ¢ 2 2 )
3. Hon’ble Minister for Local Self~Government ... 421 0
. on pile J
g i -
4. Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture 3,192 0 o
| " or Educati 2,06
S. Hon’ble Minister for Education 063 '5 ¢
6. Hon'ble Minister for General Departments 665 0 g
The Present Government from 21st September 1938 to 1st March 1939
. .
1. Hon’ble Prime Minister 140 15
. Hon'l)lc Minister for Finance and Revenue 615 s
| 3. Hon'ble Minister for Local Selt-Government 31 ‘g .
and Judicial.
4, Hon’blc Minister for Medical Departments ... L467 ¢ 0
i ¢ Excise ... 6
S HOIl’blc Minister for Agriculture and Excise 12 14 0
6. HOn’blc Minister for Public Works Department 83 ¢ 0
1 H ’ble Minister for Forests and Registratxon 701 7 .
* on’ble
8. Hon’ble Minister for Industries 703 1 .
P“ AR CHAUDHURJ :
tra.. Srijut ROHINI KUM
ay

ay I knoy,
ell; d halting allowances of the Hon’ble Mj
ing and hz

Sir, wh
> Hister £ Medica] 3171;1\32
Sone to such a bigh fignce FAKHRUDDIN AL AHMEp) .
Hon":}g:]l::eMIifS;lter in charge of Medical had to

g0 to Madras,. BeCa_use the
the to::{‘;mount of travelling allowance drawn for his

w What
adra N was
‘The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDEN ALl AH S toyy ?
are inclﬁdcd in the statement laid down D

on the table, * The figures
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - The hop, Memb e i
for the Madras tour. nts the it
The Hon’ble My, FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED ‘
Was consolidated I did not get the figures SeP&rately a-dAs t}}e Question
18 not available. But if the hon, membeyr Wants that 1l that meI‘mation
*UPPly it to-morrow, i

OMation, shall

R
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Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : I shall be much obliged
if T get the information to-morrow.

Maulavi Sayed ABDUR ROUF: It issaid that Rs. 1,608 is being
drawn by the present Ministry per month as travelling allowance. Do the

Government propose to draw this amount of travelling allowance in  future :

The Hon’ble Mr FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: 'lhe travelling
allowance is not drawn at the rate of Rs. 1,000 or Rs. 1,500 a month. It
all depends on what travelling the Ministers do.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Am [ correct in saying
that the travelling allowance has been drawn at the rate of Rs. 1,000 a
month ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ think, the figures are better given in
answer to the unstarred question No. 47. '

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALT: With regard to the travelling
allowance drawn by the Hon’ble Minister for Public Works Department,
does it refer to his Calcutta tour ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : No, Sir, he did
not take any travelling allowance while he went to Calcutta.

Mau]la:vi AJ!p.L'IL RAHMAN : In view of thissmall amount drawn
by the Hon’ble Minister f01”_ Local Self Government, may I take it that he
was all along stuck to office instead of going out on tour ?

The Hon’ble Mr FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: His presence in
the muffasil was not necessary and therefore he did not go out on tour.

Maulavi MABAI}AK ALI: May I know what arc the purposes of
these tours of the Hon’ble Ministers ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: May I point out that the details are
given in answer to the unstarred question 47 ?

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: What are the purposes of these tours ?

T?he Hor’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Purposes of whos¢
tours

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Ofthe Ministers.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN .« the hor
: - ALI AHMED: Unless the hon.
;?gﬁl?g; Eé)riga::;llyfo ask this question specifying the Minister, it is 1mpos-
Babu RABINDRA NAT ‘e o Tiot that s . >
Hon’ble Ministers travel in thgdpglzls?;hx : Tsit a fact that some of the
i}y glg?ulfg,nﬂzll%\%%FAKHRUD]‘)m ALI AHMED : Yes.
of the H]on’bi_e Finan UMAR CHAUDHURI: May I draw the attention
has drawn only Rs {lclzg/[ inister to the fact that the Hon’ble Prime Minister
the Hon’ble 'I\Xinisieir it ?\I/}d he also travelled outside the province, whereas
tour very little withi or Medical has drawn Rs.1,467 although he had to
' ThZ Hon’blle S/r[lrthFe province. Why is this dif‘fcrence ? )
due to the fact that the cix KHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The difference °2
had to pay a larger faréstance from Calcutta to Madras is so big that he
Calcutta- than the Hon’ble Premier took for going to
ssat ROHINI
ti;? is it a fact thftUtIfAR CHAUDHURI: Even making allowance
for ¥ the province, once t Hon’ble Minister for Medical has only toured
fas 11 Prime Minister ha do Dibrugarh and once to Sibsagar, whereas the
Hon ble 10 make extensive tour in the province ?
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The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Secondly the
rates which the Hon'ble Premier had charged were much lower than those
charged by the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Medical.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Do I understand that the
Hon’ble Prime Minister travelled in the third class and on one occasion in
the second class whereas the Hon’ble Minister for Medical travelled in the
first class always ?

The Hon'ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The Hon’ble
Premier when he travels during the day within the province by train
does so by the third class and at night in the second class, but the Hon’ble
Minister for Medical, when he went to Madras charged the first class
are.

: Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI ! Did he actually travel in
he first class ?

‘ The Hon'ble Mr, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Since he has

charged for the fiest class it is presumed that he must have travelled by

first class.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 have the definite infor-
mation that he travelled in the second class.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: That question
may be put directly to the Hon’ble Minister.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : I think, this question was asked the
other day and the Hon’ble Minister for the Mcdicﬂ Department said that
he charged for the class in which he travelled.  So he has given a definite
answer,

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:
class he travelled. He evaded that question.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I think he said *¢ I charged for the
class in which I travelled ™.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:
not a definite answer,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
travelled first class.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: So I ask ad
tion whether he travelled first class. I want to know if it is known to the
Hon’ble Minister of Finance that he actually travelled first class. I want
a true statement.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED .
to disbelieve the statement of my Hon’ble Colle
first class he must have travelled in that class,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: May I know
of the Opposition whether it is their point of vi
Member is entitled to draw first class travelling

o travel first class.

‘ Srijut ROHINI KUMAR SHAUE?HERE:
Minister who may or may not be required to tr fir

required to tell the truth when asked. St class but pe i

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALL - \ayp oy o
one of the items of the Congress Programme that they shoyl d
class ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOL, Q. T
Different provinces follow different standards, We oo o iha

He did not say in what

That is very vague and

From that it comes to this that he

efinite ques-~

I have no reason
ague.  Since he charged

fl‘Om the h()n
ew that whep
allowance he

5 members
an HOn’ble

= réquireq

I am speakin

avel § about the

Whether it i
travel third

t'is not go,

P . . . . are 1
dards adopted by Orissa which is incurring the Totwens tr;‘?’lllolymg the stan-
expenditure for Ministers. That is to say, in so far ag travee]lmg allowance

Ing within the
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province is concerned if it is in the day and for only aceriain mfz'__“.’&,’” o
‘hours say 4 or 5 hours they travel third class. When they gO outsicce M‘i‘
province and sleeping is involved during nights they take rrcmnfﬂfltin s¢ (.{)ml
.class travelling. With regard to other travelling there are the other usua

rules. ) .
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: The question of travelling
third class is therefore only a show.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That is a matter of opinion.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : From

the reply of the Hon’ble Finance Minister, I come to know that they }u;}g-r
other for outside

got two pictures one for within the province and the
the province.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That is also a que¢

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Will the Hon’ble P
bCplca:scd to state whether he travelled first class during
Dhubri by steamer to Goalpara ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI :

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI : Was the
or'‘by night ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: By day:

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: The Hon’ble Premicr had not
to sleep 1 believe ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLQII I_ had to d()
g.nc(l)uglh of official work on the steamer, which was impossible to do in
rd class.

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF : May I know from tl_l(f' Government
whether they will ascertain in which class the particular Minister actually
travelled ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : I,f the hon,
member is prepared to supply the name of the particular Hon’ble Minister
he means, I shall take action.

Madras tour of

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : With rcgard to the
the Medi : " c8 . ~leased to say that
he Medical Minister, the Hon’ble Finance Minister Was plc]‘fc}_le ‘1ra\,ycucd_

h : ;

Weii.ﬁtually drew_travellmg allowance for the class 17 MR ]ass he actual-

' regard to -his provincial t I ire in which cl& ?
our may I .enqui travclli’“g allowance :

1y t ; J
1y travelled and for which class he actually drew As B an ] am

The Hon’ble My )
. : .« FAKHR! K‘IMED : .
vﬁ:‘éfiﬁ%tounng which was unde?glgiNbﬁ;c?\dinistcr in charge of the
C i s -epariment was,done.by road within the prOVinCC-
max; IT::va%lmNI KUMAR ‘CHAUDHURI: In travelling by road
asecond. grade g%‘zzrhg drew travelling charges as a first grade officer or as

The ‘Hon® . v
officer, . °%ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: First grade

Mr. ARUN
travelling by the P:;,UM AR CHANDA: Is it not a fact that .the mode o1
‘The Hon’ble Mim Ministers has resulted in a saving of expenditure i
Maulavi JAH ANFA'KHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Yes, Sir.
Hon’ble Premier char UDDIN AHMED: For which class did
The Horn’ble ‘Srgi? W}}er.l he travelled from Dhubri to Goalpara ?
' jut ‘GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Third class,

stion r)f'npininn.

rime Minister
his tour from

Yes, Sir.
journey by day

the

]
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(Starred question No. 100 standing in the name of Mr. Naba Kumar
Dutta was not put and answered as the questioner was absent.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  Next question.
Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA - May I be permitted to ask my

question starred question No.107 ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - The hon. member was absent when

I called out the question. It is now long past and the hon. member knows
the rules.

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(to which answers were laid on the table)

Visits of the Hon’ble Prime Minister to Sylhet and Gauhati

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked :

47. Will the Hon’ble Ministvr-in-chzu‘gc.bc pleased to state—

(a) The number of times, the Hon'ble Prime Minister

, visited Sylhet
and Gauhati since his assumption of office ?

(b) What were the purposes of such visits ?

(¢) When were these vi-its made ?

(d) What expenditure was incurred for such visits by the Hon'ble
Prime Minister and his staff ?

(¢) What other places were visited by him  after

his assumption of
office ?

48. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge be pleased to state_-

(a) The total expenditure incurred month by month by the present
Hon’ble Ministers since their assumption of office and- their
Stenographers and personal staff in making tourg ?

b) The total amount drawn by the Hon’ble Ministers thelr St
< graphers and personal staff every month, » thewr Steng.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied :

417, (a) and (b))—The Hon’ble Prime Minister io
sions, of which only four were on public business :— " 9 occa-
(1) To study the flood situation and the question of forest | b
) abour,
(2) To attend a Cattle Show and to NSPect some sch -
for which was under consideratiop “hools, grant

(3) To interview prisoners in the Jail.

(4) To discuss with local Fives .
Hindi Prachar Samj nspsc:‘igardlng the grant to

répresenta
szl llege iy e he Museum byjld;
and the College Zoological buxldmg, llding
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He visited Sylhet only once in connection with the communal riot
there.

(¢)—On 30th September 1938, 30th October 1938, 23rd November
1938, 11th December 1938 and 3rd November 1938 respectively.

(d)—Rupees 356-13 by the Hon’ble Prime Minister and Rs.233-14
by his staff.

(e)—Dhubri, Goalpara, Nalbari, Kharjara, Tihu, Barama, (f”l"_“
ghat, Dimapur, Dergaon, Dibrugarh, Digboi, Tinsukia, Tengakbat, Now=
gong, Nagamari, Kampur, Roha, Murigaon, Dharamtol, Dhomdhoma,
Hajo, Calcutta, Tura, Fakirgan;j.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : May I.:mk ._“T"
Hon’ble Minister - to say whether for giving grant-in-aid to schools a visit
from the Hon’ble Premier is actually called for ? .

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: No, ©Sir. ltor
such purposes the tour is not undertaken.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied :

48. (a) and (b)—A statement is given below :—

Total amount drawn
Month Total
By Hon’ble By their staff
Ministers
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p.
& October 1938 ... 431 8 0 492 14 0 924 6 O
November 1938 298 0 0 134 10 0 432 10 0
December 1938 279 8 0 208 10 0 488 2 0
January 1939 .., 1,329 9 0 1,079 14 0| 2,409 7 0
February 1939 ... | 2,988 5 0 2673 4 0 5,661 9 0
Question 7¢ the tours of the Hon’ble Ministers -

Khan Bahadur HA7Z] ABDUL MAJID CHAUDHURY asked s

49. Will GOVCrnmcnt be plcased to state—

(a) The places vis;¢ . durin
ed by the Hon’ble Ministers on tour during
:thelmomhs of Dec};mber 1938 and January and Februaty
15,1939 aml the purposes for such tours in each case ?

o Tge At oavm by them as their travelling allowance
uring the said period for such tours 7

[
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The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied :

49. (a) and (6)—A statement is given below :—
Amount dxi.?}vn
as {rave mg
, ini Naces visi v the Purpose of tour allowance by
Hon’ble Ministers l,}“lt‘::‘i\nllil‘fﬁnli):ﬁcll!'& P th? . Hoo’hle
Ministers.
1 2 3 E
B Rs. a.
1. Hon’ble Prime Gauhati Discussed about )
Minister. erant to the Hindi
Prachar Samiti.
Inspected Mu-
seum Building
and the College
Zoo-logical  buil-
ding.
Golaghat, Dima- Tour of inspection L
pur, Dergaon, and study of popu- 833 2
Dibrugarh, Dig- lar demands and
boi, Tinsukia, grievances.
Nowgong, Naga-
mari, Kampur,
Raha, Murigaon,
Dharamtol, Ba-
rama, Dhom-
dhoma, Hajo
and Tura.
Calcutta Attended the Jute
Conference.
2. Hon’ble Minis- Novygong, jorhgt, Tour of inspt:ction.i
ter, Medical. Dibrugarh, Dig- Inspected labour
boi, Gaubhati, conditions in Hjj
Madras, via T. San S
: : ato- 1,275 6
Calcutta. rium,  Poonamg } )
lee  Health unit
scheme ang anti-
malaria] scheme, ]
3. Hon’ble Minis- Gauhati, Nalbari, Tour of inSPCCtion}
ter, Finance Kamar k u ¢ h i, and study of popu-
and Revenue.  Silchar, Haila- lar demandy b
kandi, Goalpa- grievances, n
ra, Jogighopé},
Abhoya p ur i, - 357 3
Bongaigaon.
Dhubri,  Sylhet, Held locga] di "
Suna mg an j abo 1SCussiong
’ ut
Karimga nj, and Sylhe %alpara
Habiganj and cy Bili t Tenan.
Maulvi Bazar. ' :
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Hon’ble Ministers

Places visited by the
Hon’ble Ministers

Purpose of tour

Amount

araswn
a3 travelling
allowance by
b 'S P

ihe Hion ble

Ministers

i

4. Hon’ble Minis-
ter, Forests and

Registration.

3. Hon’ble Minis-
tcr, A 'Cﬁl-
ture and Ex-
cise,

Gauhati,

Kokra-
jhar, Kachu-
gaon Rescrve,
Bordorgi, Am-
guri, Bengtal,
Bhur and Hal-
tugaon, Bara-
ma;. Mangaldai,
Orange Reserve,
Jorhat, Dibru-
garh, North La-
khimpur, Koki-
la, Pabha Re-

serve, Bihupuria,
So-
re-
serve, Nowgong,

Dharamtol,
naikuchi

Bamuni reserve,
and Kaziranga.

Sibsagar, Desang-

mukh, Nazira,
Jorhat, Titabar,
Tezpur, Bindu-
kuri, Nowgong,
Kathitoli, Dib-
tugarh, Madar-
khat, Tinsukia,

N9W80ng; Sylhet,

a0 apga;nj’
Dhakadakshin,
Sllchar’ Bina-
andi, Kalaura,
?aclllakandi,
adarpurghat,
Katal h;ﬂg’. 2

Tour

and study of popu-
and

lar demands
grievances.

and i
opula
Ia)md grieva

ertahacy and -

alntiapur_

Rs. a.

. s _—
of inspection |

)
i

L 751 14 0
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Amount drawn
as travelling

Hon'ble Ministers  Places visited by the Purposc of tour allowance 1 by
Hon’ble Ministers the Hon'ble
Ministers.
1 2 3 4
Rs. a
6. Hon’ble Minis- Sylhet, Karim- Tour of inspection )
ter, Indus- ganj, Ranaping, and  study  of
tries. Badarpur, Kati- popular demands
gora, Sadarashi, and grievances.
Patharkandi,

Kulaura, Jol-
dhup, Beani-
bazar, Ramdah, > 683 9
Kakura, Latu,
Barbkba, Gau-
hati, Barpeta,
Nowgong, Jor-
hat,  Sibsagar,
Lakwa and
Titabar,

</

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : I may
be permitted to ask a question to the Hon’ble Premier on his visit to
Gauhati. It is stated in answer “Discussed about grant to the Hindj
Prachar Samiti”. Did the Hon’ble Premier consult any of the Muhamma-
dan representatives of the locality about Urdu too ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : I do not rememb
now who were actually present. T
Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY -
ever strike in the mind of the Hon’ble Premier that he shoulq c;an 1
Urdu with the Muhammadan Members of this House in the loc 1?“ t about
when he was discussing about :the grant for the Hindi Pracha aS1tY as well
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: s 1 T Samitj ?
remember who were present in the meeting, But followin itisald, I do not
that has been arrived at in the All-India Congress COI“E € compromjse
question, those who wanted to take Urdu script in Joor TRUICE over thig
would be given facilities. €arning Hindusthap;
Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CH
is the decision of the All-India Congress Commﬁtgg) I;ERY.: If ‘that
Premier take the trouble to pay a visit to Gauhatj for’ ﬁh Y did the HOn’ble
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLQj . oL PUrPose ?
of the Hindusthan Prachar Samiti through who . C TepPresentat;
out had got to be consulted about it, . ™ the work has tq benctz?rt;yc;
Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUD U e
Premier consult any Muhammadans of the localit * Did the Hon’bl
The Hon’bie Sfijut GOPINATH BARDOL(};I ?b()ll)lt Urdu ? n'ble
‘have been and possibly there might not have been, I dq n0ss1bly there might

Did it

Maulavi. Dewan MUHAMMAD A Ot rem
an’ble Prfﬁ?lgr _aﬁvarc thz}t.a.great sc,ction}g the C:{ AUDHUR‘??b?s' :the
being taught by the Samiti ? People are against Hind;
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The Hon’ble Srij
e jut GOP '
that a vast majority object. BuItNAhTH‘BA‘RDOLOX: ] am not aware
making such a recommendati the Curriculum Committee ienelf WS
mendations. It may be kno‘;’r? :‘}:‘d we arc only wranslating those recom-
hon.l\;rlend Maulavi Munawwar A]?t the Committee was presided over by
i r. AdRUN KUMAR CHANDA: Isitnotaf: A )
¢ .a.ncc rawn would have been th.' - st a fact that the travelling
Ministers had charged at the old rat r_)lcc the amount shown if Hon’ble
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDI;iN' AL .
Maulaw Dewan MUHAMMAD 1 AHMED : Yes, Sir.
know if the Hindi Prachar Samiti trie AHBAB CH,}UDI{URY; May 1
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPIN‘:(S only to pf;‘pul?ll’l‘;!’, Hindi 7
as Hindi. I can tell my hon fricr;r]HfBABD_OLOIZ ’ Hindustani as well
two hl/;dl;}iim.mil)dans just now I)eim; trrz:irn::;;Sf?l:tﬁ}::”::.-lrt:’(L,»n that there are
_ Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AH or the work. ,
4id thoy mot use any other term suct AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Why
should the term Hindustan: be ?:f:; 2{)8, Anjuman Tarraqul Urdu ? Why
Mr. ARUN KUMAR C .. e
which was presided over bC%AN'DA: rhe Curriculum
Hindi. vy Maulavi Munawwar Ali decic
Maulavi Dewan MUHAM
. : . MAD A : . How C:
you dlfferentlat,e, Sir, between the t,,l,,%ﬁgﬁﬂﬁ,‘fﬂg‘f&‘gu , 210“ can
The Eqa ble the SPEAKER: The hon. m¢ ber i ing
peyond the sCOPC of the question. on, member 18 goms
Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : . " . ..
the Cursiculum Clomrmittee n;enz? the Hon’ble Prime Minister aware that
Oinndi ? sers were not unaunlimous on the qucstion
Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: . - ..
the rccommcndations of the Cugém Wllléh«_: Hpn ablc I\"{n‘nstcr go t.hrc)up;h
the *%s Hindustani and Hindi ? um Gommittce, where he will &7
) The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I have said, SIT,
times without number that we are n ki Hindi | L Hind g
ey also say that, the Teco ot talking of Hindl but only Jindu 7 1.
for its adoption for classes V a:&”{;? dation of the Curriculum Commithee
Maulavi_ ASHRAFUDDIN is unanimous: <. Ms ¢ depos
whether M. Desai also accompani MD. CHAUDHUR L 'st¥:r when he
visited Sylhetin connection panied the Hon’blc Revents .
With the Sylhet Tenansy Bill ?

The Hon’ble M
went there only for OZ'C ;Z;KHRUDDIN ALI
Maulavi ASHRA '
purpose ? FUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: For
The Hon’ble M
of attending the confe:énll ?KHRUDDIN ALI AHMED . For the purpose
convened to discuss mattersof the representatives of peasants and land}ords
in connection with the Sylhet Tenancy Bill.

Maulavi ASHRAF
. U
with the Sylhet Tenancy BDIN. MD. GHAUDHURY : Is he connected

The Hon’ble Mr

Maulsv‘: AtS}?R AF:;%I;;RUDD}N ALI AHMED @ Yes, Sir.
pister aware that a few MD. CHAUDHURY : Is the Hon’ble

purpose to Sylhet 3 onths before, Mr. Desal was deputed for this

very )
The Hon ble Mr, F Al
peen 59 HRUDDIN ALI AHMED : It might have

Committee
led to have

much
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Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CH}EUDHI{RY :
to the Hon’ble Minister when he went to Sylhet : |

- The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDI‘N ALI AHMED -
time also the Government considered his presence necessary,
Maulavi  ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY :
presence was considered necessary, then why did the
there ? . ot
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : This question of the hon.

member is
t ver.  To say that Mr. Desai should not be there when the Hon'ble
not proper. say 5 .
7\1inlistclr is there is not a proper question.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : That is
necessary waste of money, Sir,

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAU.DI%URI;
new point Mr. Desai was asked to enquire ?

The Hon'bie Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : M.
K tlli'rc to be present at the time of the discussions
::p::““_mmivés of the zeminders and peasants.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Was he doing Steno-
grapher’s work ? .
The Honble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALl AHMED: Not for that
- work but he acted as Secretary.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD _AI;I :
the Hon’ble Minister on the Tenancy Bill :

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED " Yes.
(At this stage several members stood up to put questions.)
' The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order.

i ABDUR RAHMAN : May we know, Sir, whether 3] tl
pl'xcglran‘::}i;’;ncd here regarding the tour of the Hon’ble M 1€

Was it not known
At the present

If his
Hon'ble Minister go

an un-

May I know on what

Desai  wag
s between the

Was he there only to advige

linister, Industrics,

i ?

ithin his constituency . |

o vﬁ,ll‘h]e Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI - Now iy’
Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD, F}HAUDHURY . The el

Minister says that the purpose of the tour was ¢

( 0 study Popular de
and grievances. What were the grievances ? Mands,
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUyUp, ALT -

Man S
(Laughter), Ys Sir,

Accidents on Dibru-Sadiya Railway
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

50. (a) Has the attention of Go’\:ernmeny . o .
‘“‘Accident on Dibru-Sadiya Railway™, “Collision betw een T an article
Lorry” published in the Times of Assam of the 44}, February 1929 -

(b) Do Government propose to enquire and :
circumstances that unfortunate accident took place »

(¢) Are Government aware that ac
destruction of human beings and cattle b
Railway, are high for want of adequate pr

been drawy

Mate under g
cidents resulting -

n -
Y the traing ofg I killing anq

otection of the line: ?leru-Sadiya
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(d) Is it a fact that since the running of rail cars, the accidents have

further increased ?

(e)’Is it a fact that a largely signed petition by the public was
to the Hon’ble Member of the Railways (Central) through the Government
of Assam, _sometime ago protesting against the permission granted (o the
Assam Railways and Trading Company, Limited, to run rail cars ?

_ (f) Isitafact that the questioner drew the attention of the then
Premier, Sir Muhammad Saadulla by a letter, dated the st August 1938
about the increased accidents on Dibru-Sadiya Railway and the desirability
qfstoppmg .the Railway Company, running the rail cars without due protec-
tion of the lines ? ;

1 (g) If so, Wh.at action have Government taken on the
etter and on the petition of the public ?
Cut motion

_ 51. (a) With reference to the Government’s reply to my L
(vide page 1138 of the Assam Gazette of October 1937), regarding liability
of the Government of Assam to contribute towards the “cost of fencing
on Dibru-Sadiya Railway, will Government be pleased t© state whether
legal opinion has been obtained ?

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state what it is

sent

- ’
qucstluncr s

The Hon’ble Maulavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replicd :

50. (2)—-Government have seen the Article. .
(b)—According to the report received by Governmernt the accident

was due entirely to gross carelessness on the part of the lorry driver. |
(¢) and (d)—The information with Government does not bear out

this allegation.

b @"A petition was received addressed through this Qovcrnmcntﬂto

! }‘: Hon ble Member-in-charge, Railways, Government of India, but a? th]ii

g ole question of fencing the Railway is under the consideration O
overnment, it has not yet been forwarded.

((f )—Yes.
8)—The matter is under consideration—uvide t(li)c abo::;blc Minister-

Srijut 1, .
] AKSI'IESVAR BOROOAH : Wlll d tOHStatc if he had S

in-chage of Pypbj;
directed ap er?(g;:y‘glorks Department, be plcasc
- Yes.

The Hon’ble M AR

P aulavi MD. HAI KHAN .

an insdli.:‘r]igtlal.iAIéSHEstRlBORO%IIH: Vl\?as the repOrt «~»Sme1tth Y
Quicer or by a committee appointed by}}IHAHI:I?

Th . 3 .
officer. ¢ Hon’ble Maulavyj MD. ALI HAIDAR K An individual "

r take

’ Ministe
Hon’ble Min cial

Srijut 1,
AKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Wil the
ording to an uno

it from me
. that the
enquiry, to the pe ]unfortul'latc accident was due, acc

gligence of the rail car driver ?
I shall further

The Honhy),
enquire into the nfatxraulavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN:

Srijut LA
KSHESVAR BOROOAH : By whom, Sir

The Hsu’ble M £
consisting of officials aa‘:‘l‘?vr:ozﬂo)éﬁl'll HAIDAR KHAN:
% non-officials,

2
By a commiSSiOn

e
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :
51. (a)—Yes.
((;))—f\ccording to the opinion given by the Advocate General, the
Railway Administration is liable to bear the cost offcncing on the line.

Question 7¢ Land Revenue Reduction
Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN asked :

52. Are Government aware that due to the fall of the price of jute and
the repcated occurrence of flood, the condition of the tenants of the permas-
nentlyssettled areas are worse than that of the temporary settled areas in the
Assam Valley ? )

53. (a) Are Government aware that the tenants of the temporary settled
arcas in the Assam Valley have got a land revenue reduction at the rate of
33 per cent. whereas the tenants of the permanent settled areas have got
no such reduction ? . )

(6) If so, do Government propose to set up a Commission to enquire

into this for the purpose of granting adequate land revenue reduction to
all ? :

54. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Whether Government have any information as to how much the
Zamindars and Jotdars realise from the tenants of perma-
nent settled areas in the Goalpara district as local rate and
the amount paid by them to Government ?

(6) If not, do Government propose to collect these information by
appointing an officer for the purpose ?

55. Is it a fact that the Zamindars and Jotdars do not Pay to Govern-
ment even half of the amount they realise from the tenants as local rate ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied :

52,—Government have no dircct. relation_ with the tenants of the
permanently-settled areas and are not in a Position to say whethey their
condition is worse than that of settlement holders on the tempomrﬂy-settlc d
arcas in the Assam Valley. It may be. noted th‘at floods do not affect (1
whole of the permanently-settled area in the district nOT are they of ap ant
form severity.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Jq it not th
the Government to look after the interests of the tenants of the
settled areas also ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALJ AHMED . Yes Sjr :

all depends on what the hon. member means by the interegts of the but ¢
nently-settled tenants. Perma.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI . he d
Government to know the conditions of the tenants of the Uty of the
settled areas ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED . Y
Srijut ROMINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Ty, 4
ment say that they are not in a position to sa whether (ho ¢ Govern.

Yy th : 5 :
worse than that of the settlement holders of the tempOl‘a(i‘lil;h:é{tlcodndltlon? is
' . cd areas

€ concern of
Permanently.
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cascs'];.l;: lE‘Ion’!})lle Mr. FAKH_RUDDIN ALI AHMED: Unless specific
: rought to our notice, we are not in a position to m ke ar
cnquw. 5 I (o i paec Al
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHA ’ . g
GoaIpara s bien mentionsd ? UDHURI: Here a spealic casc of
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDD '
. IN ALI AHMED: 1 Goalpara
there are a vast number of tenants settled under the permanent ;~n{‘ttl<‘xllliillll.

b}
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied :

distriSC?;; é‘:])d n&(;(tzsét Tf}ll'e I‘ate? of reduction are, however, different in different
: ; a Hat rate of 33 per cent. as mentioned in the question
which applies in)’ in case of paltas paying revenuc up to Rs.12.
(6)—The question is not understood. The land revenue
nently-settled estates was fixed forever and cannot be reduced now.

540 (a)'_-rhe DCPUtY C()rnn'liSSi()n(:r ]‘(:l)(,rls th:ll ih" Z:lf!li“(ll\l‘s in
while they pay

of perma-

Goalparglgcahf;hRs.‘ 37:191 as local rates from their tenants ‘
33'1’63’ 1 e information relating to the local rates realised by jotdars
is not available. ‘
b)—No. An officer, if : . L
g : , if appointed, cannot com yel jotdars to have
access to their private records. PP » ¢ nj jo
~ FHon’ble =

" Maul?\/},iinliﬁgﬂl:l}\th@ AMJAD ALI: May I enquire of th
ra?;:r;:cgoalpara? what rate per rupee the zamindars realise
~ Xhe Hon ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : That is a qu¢s-
tiont6-which we are not in a position to reply.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Would the Hon’ble Minis-
ter be able to tell me wh1ch. estate realises how much as local rates ?
There are several estates within Goalpara. May I enquire which estatc
realises how much as local rates and at what rate per rupee ?

. The Hon’i.)le Mr. FA_.KHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Does this qucstion
| arise, gir ? Ifit does arise, we may after enquiry supply him the informa-
-tion

local

[t docs arise Sip, bocause
54(a) that the semindars

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL:
want know how much .

‘the Hon’ble Minister has repli

1 : epl 3

in Goalpara realise Rs.77,§)9lfistol question No-
cach estate realises as local rateg ? ocal rates.

“Was 'f: eali%?l;g}fdalt\gg ) flgl}KHRUDDIN ALI AHM_ED ]
form. tm and the reply is als0 81V°" in co
" ter P?g:;l:f‘::lﬁ?iUHg MMAD AMJAD ALIL: Would the Hon’ble Minis=

The Hon’blea:,l give us the figure ag much as possible ? .

A y .

Maulavi MUHAMFAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Yes, Sir.
“persons of the Bogribary s AMJAD ALIL: Sir, is it a fact that certain
t Estate Hon’ble Revenue Minister

during his last tour to Gogj approached the .

yupee was realised for the g Fara, district at Dhubri that annas 0-2-6 per

this grievance represented tzehf’f timber by that Estate as local rate > Was
The Hon'ble My, FAII{m ? s

matter was brought to'my nOticI;IRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Yes

The question
nsolidated

Sir, that

‘Q
Al
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/ i MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Isit also a ﬁ’i(‘t-t!m:t certain
h{ia:‘l?\'vxln-zllmri I’i;t;m- approached the Hon’ble Revenue Minister that
(I:l'l‘f'“ilir:z‘i w:xs realising annas 0-1-6 per rupee as local rates ? .

.“.El'hlc Hon'ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Ves Sir, that was
rrl”T;;:::;a]\f?A\I";BHA!\-I?\'IAD AMJAD ALI: Would the Hon’ble " Minis-
ter ;lr‘;lh‘(‘ look into this matter ?

lThe Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHME_D : Ifthe hon. mem-
ber presses this question Sir, I shall make an inquiry into the matter ?
)¢ S =

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI- Yes, the Hon’ble Minister
would please enquire into it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is'going far away
from the main question.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:
Hon’ble Revenue Minister t!ml he h
question.  Now I would only like to knoy
e e Hon'ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED . All right, Sir.

The Hon'ble Mr-. FAKHRUDDIN ALi AHMED replied :

55.—Jotdars are not liable to pay local rate to Govcrnmcnt‘}fdirect,
The figures given in reply to question No.54(a)

relating  to Zamindars
slearly prove that the hon. member’s information 1S not correct,
vl s i

I am very much grateful to
as kindly consented to?

.answer the
v whether he would look_"--into this

Question re Grazing grounds

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR

56. (a) Is the Hon’ble I\'Iinister-in-chargc aware th
the province are feeling inconvenience in most of the
grazing grounds and are unable to keep

mcnts ?

asked :

at the cultivators of

| villages for want of

cattle sufficient for their require-

(b) If so, do Government

grazing purposes in the localitjes wh
11s 2

available :

Propose to reserv

¢ suflicient lands for
ere Government

waste lands are still

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied -

56. (a) and (b)—The policy of the Government has been to
grazing grounds.wherever necessary and effect has been ang 18 bei

it wherever possible. At the same time Govcrnmen.t consider that the real
problem is not the number of the cattle but the quality of the cattle and the
manner in which they ought to be looked after.

Question

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAI_JDHURI: The _
has no?JbCCn answered, Sir. The question was ““Is the Hon’bleNISfis‘S (a)
: ¢ Province gz

- the cultivators of th
in-charge aware that L g feeling ;
lvr:;njencge in most of the villages for want of grazing groundsg and § Incop.

to keep cattle sufficient for their requirements Y

are '
. I want an answey to atli)lII:
queSE;:‘(;lne' Hon’ble Mr FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Both
(b) have been answered together. H ) sad
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR] .

is, ¢ Is the Hon’bie Minister-in-charge aware N
> . . =

province are feeling inconvenience for want of grazing groundy’ 3 ors of the

answered it.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN Ay AHMEp .
d, Sir. * I '
ansng;'eijut 1-limHINI KUMAR CHAUDHU'RI:
affirmative ?
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},’:;uﬂggge Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Yes, Sir.
Sir, what j NDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: May I know,
The I?Ime’im by the word ¢ quality of the caitle * 7
be s Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : The cattle should
Babu any one can be proud to possess (Liughter).
understan SIHRE' NDRA 'CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Am 1 to
grazin s OIT, thftt according to the quality of the cattle the area of the
Tigmund? will vary ?
the e Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Not only by
?V‘I‘ahty but also by the quantity.
i bantlﬁvx MUHMMAD AMJAD ALI: Does the Hon'ble Minister
ThZ I'; W?rd ‘ quality * efficiency of the cattle ? ‘
e i ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Ycs, Sir.
Propose to ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Do the Government
Tbeoéesex;vc sufficient lands for the purpose of grazing ?
are congoion’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
NFSI ering that matter.
o m?lu}:]alvl ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know from the Hon’ble '\i““"“fr
TheCH an,ds have been kept reserved for the purpose of .-‘4“"’_"“"4\.".”:3“’ J
sible e Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : [sit, D6 Pos
Mr Hlle to reply to that question ?
aulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALL: I like to put @
regarding quantity.
qual?‘t;lzrgo}?,ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member has finished
Maud le comes to quantity (laughter). _ )
Hon’bla ﬁ.‘", MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Which, according (o the
it 7 mister-in-charge, would be the efficient cattle for a household
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED:
question referred, Sir ?
. Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: I refer this question to the
Minister in-charge of Live-stock.
chaerhe Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED:
ge of Live-stock, Sir, (laughter).

Government

qncstinn

about

To whom is this
I am notin-

Wireless in Assam

M .

A b , . s
Wireless ig),\:’;’aﬁt? steps, Government are adopting for popularising

.. (&) Do .
station in AssamGpovemment propose to take steps to establish

a local radio

51. (a) 1t
Ak —It h
Broad-c:ast receivg.sl:been ascertained from the Posta
the period from 1st l,g(sie??‘lc-s were issued from Post Offices
(b) and (¢ -*p : .1938 to 31st January 1939.

ulavi MD, ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied:
] Department that 944
in Assam during
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The Assam Commissioners’ Powers Distribution Bill, 1939,
copy of Bill passed by the Assam Legislative Council laid on the
table.

SECRETARY TO THE ASSEMBLY: In accordance with the pro-
visions of Rule 127 of the Assam Legislative Assembly Rules, I lay on the
table *“ The Assam Commissioners’ Powers D_istribution Bill, 1939 ** \hich
was passed by the Assam Legislative Cmu_lml on the 13th March, 1939,
The Bill was not referred to a Select Committee of the originating Chamber,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. members have just now come
to know that Assam Commissioners’, Powers Distribution Bill, 19390 hag
been passed by the Assam Legislative _Coung@l as has already been
mentioned just now. The motion for taking this Bill into consideration
will be made on Thursday the 23rd March before the voting on demand
for grant fixed for that day. If the motion is carricd on that day, the Bill as
is shown in the programme will be taken up clause by clause on the 31st
March. N tices of amendments, if any, to the provisions of the Bill, shoulq
therefore reach the Secretary on or before the 27th March.

The Assam Finance Bill, 1939,

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : My, Speaker
Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce the Assam Finance Bill, 1039,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved :

“ That leave be granted to introduce the Assam Finance Bill, 1939 »_

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN - Sir, I
point of order. My first point of order is whether it is open to a
the Government to ‘ask for leave to introduce the Bill without Publication
of the same in the Gazette and without any notice whatsoever. This B;]
Sir, was laid on the members’ table on the 10th March on which date leavé
was to be asked and it is a fact that the Bill was not published in the Cizer
under rule 51. So I want a ruling frcup the Chair whether the Membe e
of the Government can ask for leave to Introduce any Bil] without any noﬂé‘s
and without any publication of the same in the Gaz.ette. My secong Point e
order is this that this Bill has for its statement of objects and Teasons refer of
to Agricultural Income-tax Act, 1939, and the Assam Sales Tax Act legn?’ce
Now as the hon. members are aware, those two Acts are not on ,S . 9.
Book at all, but the Agricultural Income-tax Bil] has been referreq t tatute
Committee, but as regards Assam Sales Tax Act, the By itself by O a Select
introduced. Is it not premature to ask for Introduction of a Bil| S 0
to certain Acts which are not on the Statute Book at a]] ? To it which refers
the cart before the horse ? no

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : With regard to the first .
by the hon. member, that without publiration of this Bil] in Poing raised
Government are not entltlgbd to :la.sk for llea;ie (tio Intro :
int out to the hon. member that rule 0es not . U, T am

Ié?)vernment to publish a Bill in the Gagette_ Allntlﬁ];f 1tth Obhgatory ;IOI
that ¢ Governor may, order the publication of an € rule says i
with the Statement of Objects and Reasons accom Y Bilj t0Zether
Gazette although no motion has been made for leavepan‘)q_ng it) {

Bill”’. Then the rule provides that when there hag bee © Introdyce the
there will be no necessity for a Government Memb °

k : 3 er to e
House to introduce the Bill, Rule 51 only dispenses Wl t}(; ?ﬁe f<13r leave of the
‘ lec

rise on gz
Member of

duce he Ripy 22€tte
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formal motipn to ask for leave of the House to introduce a Bill, if there has

been a publication of the Bill in the Gazette. Now. in this case the Govern-

ment Member is asking for leave to introduce the Bill, he ‘c not going 1o

introduce the Bill. He is asking for leave of the House to +troduce the Bill
on the ground that the Bill has not been pub]ighg-d in the Gazette. Sa. with
regard to the first point of order raised by the hon. member, 1 hold that
?he Government Member is quite entitled to ask for leave of the House to
introduce the Bill,

With regard to the second point of order raised, there is some for:e 'n
the argument of the hon. member that when there is no Starutc already In
the Statute Book how can there be a Bill which deals with a matter con-s
tained in the said Statute. But in this case the hon. member will notice
that the legislations to which the Assam Finance Bill refers have already
been introduced, and as a matter of fact one Bill has been referred toa
Select Committee. With regard to the other Bill, pi-., the Assam Sales
Tax Bill, the motion for taking the Bill into consideration was car? icd the
other day. Now, I do not think that the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the
Finance Bill will move for passing the Bill before thosc Bills, #1Z-, the
Assam Agricultural Income-Tax Bl“ and the Assam Sales Tax ’,l“ .‘.n'(’ pas-
sed. So, at this stage I hold that the Hon’ble Minister is entitled to
proceed with the Bill.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Can we¢ consider th
without knowing what the Select Committec will decide about the
Agricultural Income-Tax Bill ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member will pleasc notc
that this Bill only sceks to fix the rates of taxation. 1f the Housc agree to
pass the. Assam Agricultural Income-Tax Bill, the question of fixing rates Wt
have to come before the House. What I mecan to say is that this Finance
Bill does not refer to any other matters except the rates that are to be hxf;.d
for taxes, which are to be imposed by the Agricu]tural Income-Tax Bill an

the Sales Tax Bill. erely
Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Not o

rates, but articles too.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes.

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Mr, Speaker, itz 7 °
Ao tofh e . : . eaker, ‘g
proposed leg'tsl’atxon in anticipation of an trh rrl)cgislation P ruling,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - other 1€ I have given m Finance
and I have shown that the tweo R Of souxss, eferred 10 the

Bill have already been int Bills, _ which are T Bill, a Select Com-
mittee has been appoin?cg?i‘;&ei-i hWlth regard to Ono"t her, the motion for
th regard to tl_lc an anticipation,

consideration has been carri
bt i il 1 proceedin alomy S s i they ei2ie 47 ¥
| Pcﬁiﬁl{;vic Aﬁ{?ﬁ’gth" Legislature bgfor:: :his Bill is _paftssed.
The Hon’ble the SPI{%{{K%II%: All this is in anticipation:
: Maulavi MUN "V‘V\ R: Of course.
this ? WWAR ALI: Has there been any PXe

The Hon’b
but every .cas:i's tg tt: §1EEAKER: 1 am not aware of any precedetnl'f;
facts of this Bil, T have neud on its own facts, Flaving regard 10,104

to ask for leave of the Houscdt;h?lt the Hon’ble Minister is quite

Maulavi MUNAW ntroduce the Bill. .
ir. I beg to submit that WaR ALI: With due deference to yout ruling,
from the House of Parliament ined]gmllikc this can perhaps be gnote
- ‘ — 7% tngland,

vis Bill
Assam

here be 2a

cedent like
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : If there is no precedent, we can create
a precedent.

Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : May I know
from the Hon'ble Minister whether he cannot w

ait till the other Bills, which
have been referred to in this Bill, are passed ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN AL] AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I have heard the arguments advanced by my hon. friends on the other side
of the House. They are opposed to the introduction of this Bill on the
ground that it anticipates a matter which has not yet come into bemg.‘
Sir, these arguments could have been logically and very well advanced if
I had come forward before the House with a motion for passing the Assam
Finance Bill before those two Bills, viz., the Agricultural Income-tax Bill,
and the Sales Tax Bill, had come into existence. The hon. meme-
bers are aware that we have to go through certain procedure
that is of taking leave of itroducing, of moving for consideration,
of moving for consideration clause by clause, and then of passing before
a Bill is passed. With a view to finish the prelumn_m"y portion I have
brought forward this Bill to-day so that after the Agricultural Income-tax

Bill and the Sales Tax Bill, which are also before the House, are passed,
we may take up the consideration stage of the Assam Finance Bill clauge
by clause and then pass it. I do not, see what

In view of these facts, Sir,
are the difficulties which stand in our way at this stage.
Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
Sir, T draw your attention as well as the

Mr. Speaker,
in-charge to the fa

attention of the Hon’ble Minister-
ct that this Bill cannot be taken into consideration now,
on the ground of 3 defect in the preamble. The preamble is g part of the
Bill, and the preamble mentions ““Whereas it is expedient to fix the rates

at which agricultural income shall be taxed under the Assam A
Income-tax Act, 1939 ?

Sricultural
............ - . Have we any Act, Sir, entitled the Assam
Agricultural Income-tax Act ?  So the introduction of this pream
Finance Bill is illegal.

ble in the
Again the preamble says . ... . and to fix the r

ates at which the saleg
of articles of luxury shall be taxed under the Assam Sales
1939 2

Tax  Ae,

our Statute Book,
a preamble cannet |

Rai Bahadur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT . May I point
Sir, that in clause 1 of the Assam Agricultural In_come Tax Bill, 1939 ;
Stated ““This Act may be called the Assam Agricultural Income Tax
1939. It shall come into force on such date as the Government of A
may, by notification in the Gazette, appoint™ ? Clause 2 states ¢ | th
Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the subject o context, . =
Sir, the Agricultural Income Tax Act is not yet an Act now, so fallo
the argument of the hon. Leader of the O

............

We have not as yet got those two Acts on

fore, I submit, Sir, that a Bill drafted on such

mto,

€ gone

out,

.. 0 . (0] f0110\’\71 )
: ! PPosition it ma; be . ng
drafting of those sections of the Agricultural Income Tag'{ Billsa & that the
"This is the objection that has been rais

r : aised with regard to the 1is defecti\';,g‘
Sir, we are proceeding with the Agricultural Income Tax Bil] Nance Rjyy,
Sales Tax Bill, and both the Bills refer to “this gp as if tlas Wel% as the
been passed. "This is done only as a matter of cop Lrose Billg

the Bill will stand w

. have
hen passed. The Finance By va\’,{lflllencc to show how
for final disposal until the measur not

¢s referred to th,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : ere be
the hon, e

gven cover

e tak

: h regard t Come Acts, 1 UP

ader of the Opposition, 1 think. the rulingo tt}}:;t PIOIEt raisgd by

s this point. The Hpn’ble Minji charge il 1ave alli‘ea%y,

OuUse to pass the Finance Bill unleys t il ey o
, iz, :
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Agricultural Income Tax Bill and the Sales Tax Bill, are passed.  Although
there is a reference in the Finance Bill to the Assam Agricultural Income
Tax Act and the Assam Sales Tax Act, in the preamble, the A arendy, &
it at present stands, should be understood to refer to the Bills that ‘have been
already introduced in the House and are expected to be Acts belore  this
Bill is passed. When those Bills will be passed, this pz'c:unb{r of the Finance
Bill would certainly refer to those Acts. So, I think this objection SlgiL Do
to prevail at this stage having regard to the ruling 1 have given. B
the hon. members know that there is also a rule in our Assembly rules,
which empowers the Secretary to make verbal alterations, where nNecessary,
and to put marginal notes in order to make a Bill precisc and i there remain
any verbal inaccuracies in this Bill after it is passed therc is thus a remedy
provided, :
After a pause
The question is— e )
““ That leave be granted to introduce the Assam Finance
The motion was adopted.
) The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
I introduce the Bill.
The Secretary then read the title of the Bill.
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: [ beg,
move ‘thatghe Assam Finance Bill, 1939,” be taken into consideration.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : . ’
“That the Assam Finance Bill, 1939, be taken into consideration.’ -
Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
as you have already ruled that the IHon’ble Minister-in-charge is entitled
to bring in the second stage, that is the consideration stage—not clausc by
clause,—when we are to discuss the principle of the Bill, I am rather at o
disadvantage, for out of the two matters with which this Assam Finance -
proposes to deal, one Bill, the Agricultural Income-tax Bill has gone  to qi
Select Committee, and we do not know what amendments in the o“'g-lllf‘clt
Bill the Select Committee will make, what rates of taxation the DEEE
gorr.nmttee will propose and what rates the House, while dls‘é‘ff;slni% the
%Isglllllzgralt Income-tax Bill, will propose. But prot?alifz'}; z;:m’endﬂflfint
e :n as well as you hold the view that if there be « in this Bill, I
ates, then there will he consequential amendmcptsthe Agricultural
cuss the principle so far as it relates to and articles

2 €n . 1. 2 is ‘[‘thes
which the Assam as regards the other items, tllflt

Bill, 1939.”

Mr. Speaker, Sir,

Sir, to

ations

: . . a few observ
to make. I have noes Tax Act will deal with, I h‘lv; motor cars at the
v ‘he pleasure
the retail sale, if this tax is levied olr'll‘/f(o)? t}};cil" Iprivate
by private individual$ e some objection,
2 e ot . 3 . . f the Assam
Sales Tax Bill, 1 do }rller day while discussing the Prl.napl% onot be clear
Ot want to repeat, but my meaning Wi

do not very gh o
carried on h ortly mention that buys- s and the transport industry
vehicles, the¥1 motor |, bus-owner frst, on the

us will be f ; Autie r tax
on th € hard hit by triple duties O ’
de.VeloEec} the otheredpetrol and thirdly }(’)n Isheir lubricants. And, as I
shift this im e > bus-ow 1y, o emen, if they Jo not

h Position ypon ners will not be businessmen, b ol
areas that thege buseg 1 them on the passengers, and it is through ru -
e Y {riend, the other day, wgnted tod cllmrlqulfrc
£ e nar n these three items is not going to a A
the additional burde, 0nY Tates of fare. But he knows it quite well that 1
be at least three pice oy, t‘g;epoawner is three pies, when transmitted, 1t will
’ i Ssenger. i
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Then, again, a tax of the nature proposed for motor
away business from the few motor car dealers that w
for everyone knows that the average price of a
bourhood of Rs.5,000 and so taxation w _ : ‘ )
Rs.250.  Any one willing to buy a car will piace his order with the Caleutta
dealers where there is no such tax and save some money thereby. )
Somebody observed that bicycles are the motor cars of the poor. If
the Ministry really want to hit the poor, then tax bicycles. On those roads
which are not convenient for motor cars, people generally use Cyk_:les there.
Even ordinary goalas and hawkers have taken to bicycles. 1 will request
the Hon’ble Minister in charge to take away this item. 1 would prefer to
push bicycles from the list of the Assam Sales T

Then, personally, of course,
and clocks of the value of Rs.50 -
few of our peasantry indulge in buying costly watches of Rs.50.
to point out is that when there is such a taxation some
their order in Calcutta rather than buy in Assam. So, Sir, in my opinion,
this Assam Sales Tax Bill, if carried into law, will not brjng in much revenue
to the province, but at the same time will be a means of disabling our small
trader and diverting the business towards Bengal.

Mr. R. A. PALMER : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the other day during the
discussion of the Sales Tax Bill the leader of this group drew the attention
of the Hon’ble Finance Minister to the danger to trade in a tax of this
sort unless it was carefully applied.  The seed, however, fell on stony
ground and the Hon’ble Finance Minister only sald that as this tax had
worked well practically in all other parts of the world there is no reason
why it should not work well in Assam also.  He clearly failed to realise
that Assam is in quite a different position altogether as we have no impoct
boundaries. In this Financ: Bill we have an example in the car tax.  Now,
this tax is a tax on sales, and not an Import tax, and therefore it stands to
reason that unless Bengal and Bihar impose a similar tax the final resylt
will be that there will be no new cars sold in Assam. The presenc position
is that 1f one wishes to buy a new car in Assam, one goes to a dealer of
the province, and he charges you the price of the car in Gz_tlcutta, Plus  the
freight. If this tax is ley{ed, the buyer w;lll have to pay this, and i addi-
tion, the Motor Sales Tax of abogt Rs.200 or Rs.250. All the bqur
- now have to do is to spend an anna for a stamp and order a cay direct from

Calcutta, where no tax is payable. The result will be that GoveLnment
will not get anything by way of tax.
Rai Bahadur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: What aboyt the
cost of transport ?
Mr. R. A. PALMER : That has already to be paid b
- The actual result of this Act will be that there will pbe
new cars, and there will be no new ccars sold in Assam, ]
apply to wirel_ess sets where the tax is high and where there iy Ilomifn wil]
duty ; they will buy in Calcutta.whcrc there is no tax. I apy o port
that the general.pubhc Is not p}nlanthroplc enough o Pay this ¢ nced
they need not with evasion so simple.

aX Whey
I would like to point out again that we are not g
tax, in fact, we are in favour of it when reasonably 5 gﬁggedhto
definitely very much opposed to a tax that will ruin the traders 3
Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY .
the other day on the floor of the House I referred
people who used bicycles. Apart from the busj
aspect of things. So far as the Sylhet College i

cars will drive
e have in this province,
motor car is in the neigh-
ill mean payment of an extra sum of

ax Act.
L have no objection to the tax on watches
and over or on fire arms of Rs.30. Very
All T want
people will place

y the pur

No reveny
The sa

chaser,
¢ from

Sir
3

€ I8 another
there are some

to the hardgp;
ness people ther
S Concerned,
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800 students attending it and most of whom use bicyeles, as the College is
about 3 miles from the town and they have to cover a distance of some 6
miles every day. So far as Sylhet is concerned, it is not a luxury but a
necessity. The parents of the boys are mostly poor, and if they have to pay
this bicycle tax in addition to their school-fees, they will find it very hard to
maintain themselves.

;['hen, there is another aspect of the question. The young men of this
province have so long been after securing service, but now when there 15 50
much unemployment in the province our young men are taking to business
and they have to take to bicycles, and they will be simply handicapped by
this tax. For myself of course, and for those living close to the border of
Bengal, they can buy it from Bengal where there is no tax.

Then, as regards firearms, of course there are some people who keep
firearms for the purposes of sport, and such firearms can of course be taxed.
But most of our poor cultivators keep them for the protection of their crops,
and Irefmed it to the Hon’ble Prcmiei‘ on the floor of this Housc, that in
my constituency there are lots of wild animals and the ravages by these
have been very considerable. I would therefore request the Government
ft‘o he}llp those poor Cfultivamrs by not taxing firearms where they are required
or the protection of crops a , o .

Maulavi ABDURp Rxg{ﬁig(?uc\t&:n.Sl,gnkcl’, Sir, it has been s;ufi
by the Hon’ble Finance Minister that.th(i "f';)Vcrumm’:.t propose to imposc @
tax on articles which are meant for amu’soment and ]uxury’ but [ can say
that “bicycles and such other things are not articles of amusement. -IJL
has been ably pointed out by my hon. friend Mr. Ashrafuddin Muhamrmad
Chaudhury. BICYCICS in our pPart of the province are used as ;1'111(:11311!(..
of economy and not for amusement 'J'her quardians of school-going boys
are not all well off ; they send their [)oys to schools to places sometimes 3 }:2
4 miles distant, and the boys cannot go there unless they use bicycles for tot
purposc, and if they are required to pay a tax on these bicycles they c.an?hc
maintain their expenses. Further as has been very ably pointed out by At
leader of this party, even traders now.a-da ys use bicycles. They do 50
for the purpose of luxury, but for the sake of cconomy of time and "’.“’"?{fler

_ Then, as regards the other proposals as to the taxation of certaln el
things, it has been shown by othe? kérs that these things are absolutely
- necessary. The Hon’ble Fina JBposs her day observed th
imposition of ta; nce Minister the oth€ hat they

i X O motor yehj 1 . d hit the poor and t 2 %
-will have to pay only a n; cles will not hard ut that even a Ppice 18
too much for the popy Pice. [ would like to met o s s to help A,

People, Sir, it is the policy of the Congres

the poor people in eyep L : hem to
Y wa i tised widely by th
Y> and this is advertt Jedge is not to impose

attract the imaginat;
gination of * the masses. Their P from heavy taxati

burden on the poor agy , ion.
Will I be wrong if I sair:ﬁulturms but to relicve them their promises 7

they V:lm;x inconsistent at thay are going back from
ith these few worqg inciple of this Bill.
Srijut ROHINY KU’N} beg éoﬂfg)pom the vc.rY II\’E“ SI;) caker, Sir, I feel

that the Hon’h Sam Agpio ¥ i

. by clause befo:: hfﬁ r'wi 11111121:2;{1 ?ﬁor?fof;a:; to consider this Bill clause
because a good deg] 1\ POt of the S le + Committee comes to our hands,
imposed. For insty will epend_oneth eciiclcs on which the tax shall be
Rouf suggested that My the other d A hon friend Maulavi Syed Abdur
operation of the a ic:ft s jute angy‘mg 4 s};ould be exempted from the
Possibly a d:iﬂ‘erent-rate ;}1{‘&1 income-tgi )if that is actually done, then

ncome.tay ma).' Bo suggCSted'
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So far as this Bill relates to the proposed Assam Sales Tax Act, I could
characterise the suggestions contained therein as purely an act of vengeance
because that Government will possibly get nothing out of their proposals but
on the other hand will kill the business of some of our lpgal men \.vho are
managing motor and cycle business somehow or other. Take for instance
the case of dealers of motor cars in the province. I'hey have a sort of un-
derstanding or agreement with the Calcutta ﬁrgns by which they get certain
amount of commission for the sale and sometimes they part with a portion
of their commission and give it to the customers. But now that 5 per cent.
has been suggested as tax, there will be very few dealers who would be able
to get an order and get any commission for himself and his customers. ‘The
customer will be wiser in putting his order not directly with the firm or the
manufacturer but with the sub-dealers in Calcutta who also grant very
liberal commission and by doing so the customer wﬂl not ()r}ly get commis-
sion but also get exempted from the payment of this tax. Se ultimately the
orders will be directly put by the customers in this province ‘with the sub-
dealers in Calcutta or in other towns where this tax 18 not invogue. The
result will be that the local firms who are dealing with motor cars and
stocking accessories will have to suffer heavy losses. Ong: of the conditions
imposed by the Calcutta distributors on the local dealers is to stock certain
amount of accessories, and it is very important for the owners oi‘ motor cars
that they get the parts and accessories locally. But as soon as this tax is im-
posed, nobody will think of carrying on this business becau‘sc the customers
will not go to him for supply of cars and therefore the business of stocking
accessories will also have to be clossed. So I repeat what the previous
speaker hassaid that this will bring nothing to the Government and at the
same time cause a greater amount of public inconvenience and also destroy
the motor business of the local dealers.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :  Mr. Speaker, Sir
three points have been raised in this connection. First of all the "hon.
Leader of the Opposition is of opinion that-if we impose such a tax it will hit
the poor people because its incidence would fall on those people who
ply the buses and on the poor passengers v:r,ho travel by buses. Sir, T woulq
only refer him to the words “motor cars” which have been used in thig
Finance Bill. The motor cars certainly do not include buses. Therefore his
argument that if such a tax is imposed it will hit the poor, is bas;:less
and unreasonable.

Secondly, Sir, we have bﬁ‘fnthIQi not or}ly to-d&){ also before that if e
put such a l;alf the business will be driven from this Province to thy; 5
Bengal or Bihar.

gsrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Woulq j include
lorries ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : No
have been specifically mentioned. _With the question of drivin tlrlnotor carg
from Assam to Bihar or Bengal is connected with the u% v e buslness
evasive of the provisions of the Bill. I can assure the hep Question of the
when this Sales Tax Bill is considered clause by clause and. Vtrnembers that
are made we shall see that no such business is driven to po. oo the pyleg
and the tax is evaded. ‘ngal or Bihay

Thirdly, we have been told that the tax from the sale of1,;
the poor. In this connection I may say that | shall haye o blcyc:]e will hi
omit the tax on the sale of bicycle if the hon, member 110 objectioy, o
can be done at a later stage when the Bill comes up fo > 50 desire ang this
by clause. On this ground I do not see any juStiﬁ00n§1deration. clause
the Finance Bill at this stage because it among othey ti?;tllfn of OPposing

88 prescribeg the

Mmotor

el
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rate at which the income from agriculture is to be taxed. It also mentions

other articles of luxury, which we propose 1o bring within the pur view of the
Sales Tax Bl”, it also prCSfri])f:S the rates at which suc iu_ artuclcs sl yuld be
taxed. My hon. friend Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri mecplic ned tha

S

-
&

this Bill should not be taken into consideratiorn till the Select Commuitice has
reported on the Agricultural Income-tax Bill. In this conncction I \:*;‘u.z“

add that not only we shall wait for the consideration ol this Bill vll the :
Cognxxpttec’s report on Agricu tural Bill comes 10 our hands but sl all 1 alse
wait till the Bill had been taken into consideration clausc by ¢ lsntase

¥

and passed by this House. All these pniul'og which 3u-vx?-. c¢ been relert cd
to now ‘Vlll be Coming b(:f(}!‘(: thiS I‘IO!L‘V: -’,Hi(J T ﬁ“ };v' 1.i;;" 11 "J..uﬁ.x v o r.-ﬂg»,il ﬁ(‘l‘t Alltfl 311
before we pass this Bill. I submit, Sir, that at pie serit there is no Justii=

cation for opposing this stage of this Bill. -
The Honm’ble the SPEAKER: The question -

€¢T] - . ](;\; . i ;-vu 1 *
That the Assam Finance Bill, 1939, be taken into consideration.
The motion was adopted.

‘& Government motion on the prohibition of opium

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Mr. H;-r.nl.r;l', Sir, |

beg ot . 1 1cnt
“That this Assembly approves the Scheme® !’f‘f”'”“l, by ("'"".”li?:: my s
f?r f.he prohibition of opium and the expenditurc of funds thercon witil l‘..
limit 9fRS‘1’25’000 pending the Slibrn.l.'i.s.lnll of a Slil’lﬁi(fl”l‘l!}.ll y (lf'xn.ull( "u(-
Sir, I imagine that this Hon’ble House does not requirc an clabolos:
explanation in introducing this motion. It known to every onc it Her-
House and outside this House that opium i mainly l"'_"l"""""l"’ for _'f“(l‘l o
;1:‘;pg the Sphysical and menial if; "o]t moral faculties ol l]ili(;l(;()’l::l‘ilillll::b(l’l]l)iul“-l
ince.  Sir; we all know that the senesis of the campaign aga o=t orders
habit dates bac i gene had been exccullve orders,
there had beerf];e;}i)s?:tti;lr?lf adctck?tl-jr}ll{ad J;)tl_:;i:'c“qniry corm mitlees, but ‘zt‘l.l (l)l
f]her?D have proved failure ar}n“xcc;:%n oﬂic{ul returns ';[1';) satliiz-ui:;l,lll-{g 1;::1“1‘
as been : D = . . Jlic. Lhesc casure: av
not provegblf:;?l(;d ggg;lt'thc e prl).ndt ?fléémtgmm, r(_:asoq(:d wxsh_cs of . 'thef
public this Governmentlye. In obe lCllot&l pmhibiuon in two llll‘})tl)l(;flf}t
consuming centreg—r lslg"”}g to Star; bdivision and ]‘)1bl,)ru;?rar.}‘1. Subdivi-
sion excepting the amely, Sibsagar - “' hmaputra: T'he nccc§51LY. is tog
obvious. But north bank of the Brahid L(. sclcctcd those L.vxfo.nnl.)ort-
ant centres, Sirqz‘}’le an explanation why’I h?" g in the cx:trcrnxhcs of _thc
Province and the OS¢ two centres are §1tuau:_ ,minently fitted for starting
prohibition wor ‘overnment thought it PFY will gain in elevating that
section of the " hat we lose in revenu€ (’.3 opium habit. Sir, it 1is
essxentiall3"ahp ople who are affected DY thlhc any question of caste,

this

. Uman : .

Cree € me 1 no - ’

_Creed or Community . asure and there WLtlfbition gcheme. S1mu1tan_cously‘
OVernment g respect of this' Prof™ 1 qing scale. of reduction of

OPlum in a1 other aliropos}ng to introduce &' 3 A i
o eas of this province.’ ven though the rtems

rese ¢ aAVe explat k& P o .cheme €V< ug
grop;légi;’%re thiglamed the nature of ‘thc'rsc Sir, there will have to be
villages ana&amonESt : ﬁmsa are sclf-explanato g’ should be vigilance in >tl.1c
have to bRk out ide ins consumers an ef’n and smugglers. There VYlll
v Order to detect STUSE g7 4 in need of it. The

. o cy
organisation of as81sty, 111 - stan ;
: 8 nee t o Wi ] . the items of
- expenditure Wﬁ}lgh o those wh ¢ Government ; he ite

Campaigy will surely, €05 fore the House are all well

thought out ang ave B \ ; .
Pl a _been presenting 2id on the financial
position of the Prcvir?get Which dueacgard has bee? P '
. ;—‘\\‘;\ i i oy .___",.—-—’—*

ot sy e
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAI}) ALI: ;yi\_f'(:u_ldt t;l)'xc Hon’ble Minister
: - of opium addicts in those two districts
e e Hontols Bobe. AKSHLLE KUMAR DAS: The number will be
10 0(;{;113'. :lobit more. I can assure the Hon’b'l(: Housc. thﬁt ﬁlxrthtl:réttem;_)ts
wiil be made to economise these allotments. Ihcn‘._wﬂl e 099 ommit-
e he prohibition scheme will be worked out in Co-operation with the
e :‘md l[ :coﬁicinl and non-officials in corelation to the Excise Departmcnt.
gz.bl:ﬁ’ctl;sblic 6pinion is so sirong that the public will grudge no help to
’— > & SUCCEeSs.
makes,‘l?cxji(i]lllmz;:c;c \L:';rds I commend my motion to the acceptance of the
I-Ioml'lk‘-i)e Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved is : -

“That this Assembly approves the sch.cmc prepared by Govern_me.nt for
the prohibition of opium and the expenditure of funds thereon W‘Ithll}’ the
limit of Rs.1,25,000 pending the subnussxon of a supplcmentary‘fieman_d' .

-Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA ,CHAK.R.AVA‘RTF t Sir, I rise o
oppose the scheme proposccl'by the Hon’ble Minister for l:,x_c’lse. We are a])
sery keen to see that this opium evil should soon be elf_adlcated from oyp
\L~ y-' e.  For this the Government has already got before them a scheme
p;‘c:tlln Ctx cent. reduction.  We all know too that by that me.thod this evi]
?villbi)epsoon eradicated from our province. l\‘ons_r, Sir,_fr.om this_lt appea}‘s that
the scheme that has been produced by the l:.x(:lse_I\"Ilmster will  require ap
amount of no less than Rs.1,25,000. "I do not think tl}at this is an oppor-
tune moment to incur such a heavy expenditure fo.r t.hlS purpose when  the
evil is going to be eradicated by otllg’ methods w1thu3 a couple of years.
The country has not yet recovered from the loss suffered due. to the Iast
devastating floods and the condition of the peop}c IS 8O very miserable that
it needs no description. When the people are still groaning under the effects
of the devastating floods, when they have not got enough to pux*cllgse their
food, the question is whether this G?\Vel‘l]mellt will be ustified to Incur zn
expenditure like this. We find the Government has provided some mone
to grant agricultural loans. But, Sir, this bexlevo]pllce of the GOVernment
will weigh upon the poor pco_ple still more calamltoqsly, bpcause W}}en the
-ealisation time will come their household and ever){thlng will be solq in ayc.
i'eoan and they will be rendered homeles§ and destitute like anything, g
'Illstead of spending this money for a particular area for the pur
r ned, I would like the Government should Stl‘algl_ltaway distrs
:rc:lour;t as gratuitous reliel to the people in flood-striken areas ( Heq,

if they consider it so they may utilise the amount to Yemove othey
1 o 4 ~ovi h as medical needs, water Press-
ing wants of the province, suc v ag d » Water suppe Primes
education and so forth. I, therefore, appeal to the House and 14 the Hopspy
Minister to at once drop the scheme and spend#the money in the m e
have suggested. . e

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMAH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, in g,
the scheme, I beg to la.y before the House 2 few facts as tq what ig
result of the opium policy of the Government, There was net

before as can be gathered from the officia] Treport. In 193 aSr;Ores 1 gghng
non-co-operation movement, the fall of consumpnpn of opium t of the
quent enquiry by the Congress, about the unhapplness, Mora] ay, Subse-
degradation of the people, and as a 1‘e§ult of the volume of hphysmgl
O.pinion that has been created against this evil, GOVernment . € publj

adopt a policy of total prohibition of Ooplum within ten vears rced to
excluded the addicts above fifty years of age from the ' Y haye

i : OPeratio
and opened the Opium Reglsters. _ At. first no Step was taken tf)l ;)é‘ the ¢yt
addicts by means of medical €Xamination, Sufficient ¢ g8ister the



350 MOTION ON PROHIBITION OF OPIUM [16T1 MAR.

swell the registers. In spite of this, every year on pretext of smuggling
ted on a mamuly medical certi-

anybody who applied for a pass was gran
ficate. Thus during the last ten years about 20,000 new passcs were granted,
grounds stated above in spite

even in the last year 871 passes were issucd on
of our severe criticism. The result that what is shown as reduction by deaths

of the addicts on the one hand were replaced by the issue of new passes on
the other hand. It was supposed in 1927 at the ime of passing this rcso-
lution that the addicts above 50 years of age would dic out and thosc below
50 years of age would have their ration reduced to nil at the end of the
fixed period. It is seen that as soon as the addict enters his fifucth yecar
birth day the reduction is stopped and in many cases the reduction under-
gone before is restored to its original quantity as ifto keep up the encrgy
and failing health of the old age larger quantity of opium is found necessary.
So by this double-edged weapon the policy of the Government is rendered
ineffective. - Another point of importance which the department concerned
considered necessary was to exclude certain arcas from the operation of
this policy from time to time. I quote the following from the Excise Reports
of 1936-37 and 1937-38. “Following the report of the district officer that the
consumers whose rations were subjected to previous percentage reduction
were complaining of inadequacy of ration and further reductions would be
of great hardship to them and would tend to place them under the cmnt
of lessees and smugglers, no reduction of rations to the consumers of the
North Cachar Hills, Naga Hills and the Mikir Hills portion of Nowgong 3
Sibsagar was ordered to be made on 1937-38. The question of reduction 9{
opium rations in the North Cachar Hills, the Naga Hills, and the Mikir
Hills portion of the Nowgong and Sibsagar was re-cxamined in the light of
the policies followed in these places during 1937-38 and it has been decideC
523%13,0 further reduction should be made in these hills from 1st April

Now about the mal-practices the report states as follows :
“ The mal-practices generally resorted to by the licensed vendors pudon

short-weight sales, sales to non-registered pass holders, sales on dead ™<%
passes, sales in excess of fixed monthly rations, and fabrication of accounts:
lis 6It i1 reported that opium saved by short-weight sale is sold at Rs.3 tO
Tight Pgr tola. No instances of doping children with opium were brought O
Sal tay 18 suspected that the practice is still prevalent among the abort
é‘arde:;}’)ea such as Mikirs, Santals and certain classes of coolies in the tea
workers i1 I am sorry that Government is still using term “goolie” to garden
8 1n their officia] reports. It is also admitted by the Government that

the minj . .
miimum and maximum short-weight by the licensed vendors is from
| ing done by the vendors

:;g:c};s ’v\t/f)uld be about nine to ten thousand. That in spite of opcn confes-
and dzt; ¢ Government they failed to put 2 StOP to the short-weight sales
thig ncfa:{'othe unregistered consumers. 1 1CSC opium vendors are doing
sumers am‘f’ business without fear of detection and the unregistered con-
i Weéh“gﬁmder the patronage of the department. dTh;::x, tho_:lgh
thousang the dwindy addicts due to deaths mainly,
" P unregiy oy v of d this fact having been
ted, the opium vendors arec
to sell contraband opiurlrll i_br
ddj <rade, hence there is rusn JOT
o eyt fhae, 7 U It has been known that
ions : lv from the Mahaldars at
ddicte e geia LIy g,r trade sell their rations
unregistered consumers

profit. Ewvery opjy
i Pium ;
obtaining _Passes whicl?
those addicts whose rat
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at a higher price and thereby make tl_wir li\'(‘]ih()O(l. 'Ijhus thg extensive
smugeling business is a bye ])rudllctiol thc_. Government opium pohcy. Hence
we see every year people run mad for their eagerness to take to opium shops
and this is called giving employment to the unemploycd. It is also a known
fact that the Excise Supvlrmt((;ndcnts :m(: Inspectors have been considered as
slders of prize posts under Government. ) b
ll“kl(‘s};-‘”} !h:u'o ilx'(fn moving among our people during the time of the
(::“”L:n'_\:s Opium Enquiry as ;1_1::0 in ,19.21 ;111(1. ()m_va.rds'and I have begn ab.lc
to learn and study all kinds of corruption which it is dxﬂ‘}cult to describe in
this short space of time. Tt is a heart-rending story to give a  picture of our
downfall. I would ask all of you to see the coxuclxtigwxx of these people. It
pains me very much when T hear Sir Muhammad Saadulla say that instead
of launching a prnlnhlt'mn scheme it is better to spend thf} money for
sion of primary education. T would in all humility ask him "
pect one opium shop and verify }\'h:lt I have said. If, as he says, opium
will automatically fall by the policy followed in the past, 1t 1s a pious hope.
Ot course if no new passes are gf';mt(rd m}d tllc.corrugtlons are put a stop to
by an iron hand, the consumption of opium \A'lu be nil when every one of
the addicts will die leaving behind a few df:scrtcd villages and h_undreds of
ruined families at least by another ten or fifteen years, as thq adchcfcs above
50 years of age are beyond the range of the Government oplum policy. ‘Qut
of 33,000 addicts, C‘.\:Cludl.‘.l\g the unregistered consumers who ‘will be ‘almost
about the same number, if not more, only 5,200 are below fifty years of age.
Even of these :uldicts_n\_:nly_rnu}* l)clon_g to North Ga;:har Hllls,. N.aga Hulls
and the portion of I\Ilkl!‘ Hills in tlu.- blhsagm" z}nd Nowgong d_lstrlcts where
the reduction is discontinued. So, in my opinion .t‘hc beginning that has
been made by this Government is thoroughly justified. I _al§o_ fcel. keenly
when Khan Bahadur Sayidur Rahman says that the prohibition 1s being
storted In undue lmstq and it may end In fzulu.rc. _I may say that his sub-
division is the heaviest in consumption and heaviest in the matter of smug-
oling. No oplum-eater will die for want of opium. If any of them die, it will
gc due to old age. I calculate that ihe percentage of deaths among the
ldicts ave highest during the last five years. In the year of prohibition
ar ot put a stop to those whose days are numbered, but to save a
wcv_cﬂi from a ruinous habit no efforts should be spared. The only way
patégiﬂ prohibition &nd I hope Khan Baha_dur, bt?illg a member of
ﬁm Prbohibition Sub-Committee at 1?1]?1111 garh, ‘{Vlll try his best to do his part
of his duty and I can_assure him of ¢ < com(}i)_ ete 1Success of the scheme.
I may say that the G‘?V”‘mi“\ftl 1;2 n::,hisE}rlan“}ixil{g tb 1: money from any other
sources. (Itis the oplum 1 £ Rs.10.40.000 > Spent for theiy good.
This year will bring a rcceipt ol Ks. 10,40, 45 oplum revenye, Govern-
ent'is going to spend about 6} lakhs of rupees leaving sti]] 4 bal
men : o . If any one is more , alance of
3% lakhs as optum revenuc Y oo LOIXIOUS 10 spreaq primar
eéucation from opium revenue, th{s amount 1is still available. Yy
Lastly in supporting the detailed expenses of thls.gcheme
Government to my estimate of expenses which 1 Suﬁbrmtte'd
We want more field-workers and they should be selec
Congress w_orkcrs. The Provincial Prohibition Com
ed in selecting the wor.kers. The ofﬁcm:s do no
ousiders who are not in the know of things and who haye never Y
the people and have no ideas of p}"ohlb1t10n W}ll be just ik moved with
and will lead the movement to failure.

Commissioner, whoever he may be, must not }

must spend his whole time over this work alone and he z,nuosihﬁr duty. | He
quarters at Dibrugarh or Sibsagar. —ot have his head-

expan-
to go and ins-

> 1 would refer

Fed fr © ago.
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With these few words, Sir, I support the motion and hope that the
House will unanimously accept the same. ./~

Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned for iunch till 2 p.m.

After Junch

Mr.F. W. HOCKENHULL : Mr. Speaker, Sir, before making any
remarks on the highly controversial subject of opium I would like to sa¥
without offence that during the last few days I have obscrved a tendency on
the part of more than one member of the Government to regard any opinion
which does not coincide with his own as a measure of opposition. There s @
tendencx to confuse criticism with opposition and opp« sition to 4 Mcasurc
as opposition to them as a Government. Criticisim there must be, Sir.
No measure is more controversial than this onc and in any casc, il W¢ avree
to all measures the necessity for the Assembly does not as 1sc.

. Lest there should be any misundcrstanding let me assurce the he
In-charge of this resolution at the outset that I whole-hearte dly support the
measure which he has brought forward. In that measure there are :
many difficulties that even if we do not see exactly eye to €ye with -l”m'| 1
hope he will bear in mind our views at a later stage. 1 think it might D¢
-stated that the control of opium which has been going on for 10 yecars ane
has cost this Province more than 2 crores of rupees has been, if not a failuse, >

. “ S . ks
only a very partial success. I would suggest to the Minister that, ne l“(.)'ll
" while we Wi

upon this present proposal as an experiment, pure and simple ; Yo will
{erim report

member

SO

?ﬁ'er h,ll'}l; CVC.I'Y support to m'dk(: lhi.‘i measure a success, I }l()[)(-s
?Vl}fw t ?POSltlop at the end of one year and give us a firank 1
of the position which then arises.

y There are two premises which must be borne in mind if we al
opium addicts—first there must be the will to be cured and sc

regard
. A . vith resars
must be made quite impossible for them to procure the drug. W lt’s needed,

{)o the former, if ghe will is there, little in the shape of I’l'f’l"“g“”dfl l1'ﬂicult to |
reuit where the opium addict is one of long standing 1t will be i(; ke it |
-T¢y on merely the will to be cured. It is necessary, therefore, perme is |

absolutely impossi : s . ‘herwise the sC
bound toyfa.ilp fble for him  to ~ obtain oy o a success of the

scheme. In theH T‘r,vc in lies the principal diﬂicullty :)f ln}glk 131%} experiment We
0 areas whi a w selectec . ~asily. N
O?: i?xrf}oi}rlealz.order-line the m?é(;l}; ?)}L oﬁ(t?aining OPiumf r}ca(illly an;lc Li?lstl);c
10N sy : : Hite of the decrcas
numb .+ Supports the con that in SP . k-
ed dirff{ of addicts who arc obtairficrrlltl(o)r;ium under passes, there 1s 1o m?lllcr
Buon'sf thetotal number ogf !lddicts who obtain opium by o |

means,
Would ¢ ‘e
Lo he Minister consider the possibility t

eis attem ti p
€ succes rempting too much at one time and .
3% of his CXperiment, I assun(l)e it is Government’s policy gradually

to extend the
. Prohibit; | ince. If we
ar it whole Provinc
€ 8oing to speng lilloari; osf opium throughout the oS e and if we

are gOing to . num 1in
Sa Of Tu I yer an . -
crlﬁc pees am 1n that area anlouﬂt

ing to 5 lakhg € the reveny : ale of opiu : .
involved ? Of U ees’ Wha.: f;,?ﬁl ;th(;lcs)t COSt £hen the WhOlC Prov1ncc 15 N
I would rem;
¢ e .
vendor reaches Itnh1;1 d GOVernment that the sale of opium through a private
and it is obvious th, " U times the pr‘fce to be paid in a licensed shop
glcrs and their COnfccrllg effort will be spared on the part o.f the opium smug
rates tq exploit their opportumty.

. . b-
hat in sclecting two su
amay actually endanger

i i,
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May I again stress the necessity of reporting frankly at the enc} of a year ?
This policy is a matter in which we are a'll.cqually' mtcrcstcd: A For the good
name of Assam and for thusc_whn are guiding the people of .-.\s.sam, we can
sink our differences and rise ;1])0\'0_ the level of party politics to give to
Government every assistance in making a success 01_ this fzﬂort, and I hqpc
when they come to report they will leave out of COllSlC'lCl‘llthl:l ‘thcu" prestige
in the matter, because they have an overwhelmingly difficult task and
frankly state the position.

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is_one of the important
subjects and I like to say a few words on  the expenditure that has b’een
estimated by the Hon’ble Minister. Do I unglgrgand that the Hon’ble
Minister of Excise has selected these two subdivisions because they are on
the extremity of the Province ?

If I heard him aright, he mentioned that these two subdivisions have
been selected because they are in the extremity of the Province.

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS :
the largest consuming areas.

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : Sir, there was
followed by the former Government, i.e.,
number of consumers had not been decreased, as was expected. The reason
supplied is that new passes have been given on medical grounds and on other
grounds, but if this Government now stiffens that policy that new passes should
not be granted on any account I think the former policy would automati-
cally work, and after a few years we will not have to bother with such a
measure as this. However, I for one, am quite willing to support this
measure of prohibition of opium because if we can save even now some
opium addicts it is well and good. We have to help every man however
much he may be degraded and gone down by taking any kind of Intoxicating
liquor or opium. In considering this subject we have to see two things,
One is the consumer, and the other is the smuggler.

Now, as soon as this prohibition is started _the consumer :
to get his opium ration. What _hap.pcns 1to 11131 ? He is sick, he is Il .
although his spirit is willing h1s1 b(;lcyf an rrun.d are craving for opium,
Now, if you ask an opium addict whet il . 017131}1m 1S 8ood or bad, he will
certainly say it is bad. I qskeddop11}m-eafels t n.s question and _they answered
that opium was bad, but his bo1 y craves for more and. more r So, what
he needs is nursing, not so much propaganda but nursing. It is pg 8ood tellip
him that opium eating is bad, and that he should not take it, Sir, I fingq thagt
Rs.20,000 has been a]lgcated for propaganda, but it i to understand
how that amount will be spent. What he :
courses of medicine. The docter must be 7

No, because those are

a policy, which had been
the ten-year policy, by which the

will not be able

. . . O treat an :
medicine to the opium addict. Substantial Provision has heep maccll glfve
doctors, assistants, and so on and I hope the Ministry  wil] tak © lor

> % e this E

i consideration very carefully so that unnecessary ey . pPoint

Lr;t?ncurred. As regards the consumer, when he ig ill, it ig Egngdc:;lérz may not

ing him with lantern lectures or with books, Un]esg he ig nurs clljproach.

he is properily looked aft_er he xI/vdl' ! ed,
ess and procure opium. It is useless

g?;llggganda w%rk for him or preach to .him. . The only thia Smuggler ang do

get hold of the smuggler and punish him for

Minister has made provisions. I do mnot see t

. he rea
amount should be provided for propaganda.

When an
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who will nurse and look after him ? The hospitals will not be able
care of him. Why not rather ask those people, who are well-wishers of the
| * i = §

opium addicts, to take care of them. If10,€00 such families take
one addict each, 10,000 addicts will be looked after. Otherwise it i

difficult to check an opium addict who will surely try by any means to pro-
cure opium from the smugglers. ’

Sir, another Rs 24,000 has been provided on account of unforescen
charges. If such a big amount is charged, the Ministry must have lorescen
something. We can understand a charge of Rs.4,000 or Rs.5.000 on account
of ' unforeseen charges, but such a big amount as Rs.24,000 is not 4l
redsonable. Sir, Ffor one, am quite willing to help opium addicts if their
body and soul can be saved. I also agree with my hon. friend Srijut Krishna
Nath Sarmah when he says that during all these years Jakhs and lakhs of
rupees have been realised from these opium consumers, and we hould not
grudge to spend something for them now. But I emphasisc tl Lt «nl

not anvihliing ovcl 211

money is absolutely necessary should be spent and
above that. , ‘
/ The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
it has been a pleasure to hear the advice that has been tendered by my
hon. friends from the European group, in reference
bition which Government has taken up. We have r‘ena”".‘ been rlacd that the
suggestions made have been of a constructive nature ; they help us (o
understand the angle of vision from which they arc offered. [ am no
less obliged to my friecnd Mr. Goldsmith for wishing this venturc 2 SUCCCSS.
If the hon. members will just be pleased to listen to me for a short while
about the idea underlying this prohibition scheme and the manncr 1R
which the scheme is proposed to be worked out, I think the criticisms
of opposition that have been levelled against this mecasure will he :qlvm.:rx_:d,
and those honest critics who are trying to guide us in our desire will also find
satisfaction. I do not propose to answcr the argument of my hon. I Il{'('xlcll'fl
Chandra Chakravarty that the moncy that we are going to spend for lhl§
causeé is being wasted, for I consider that attitude to be one which does 11‘-31-
deserve reply—I do not say anything beyond that.  But there have been two
kinds of criticism which I want the hon. members Lo understand. On the one
hand it has been said that money that has been allotted by us is much more
than what is required to achieve the object for which we have launched this
Zﬁ:mfﬁ. Ehe eriticism from our hon. friends of the Iluropcan group, on
divi:ierf:tha;ld’ seem to be that the money 18 much too small f(.;lr two. su}lj-
One‘unders?allfie }Il)lfol?os.e to take up. I will spcak just (1'11]‘(1)‘1‘8 1:1 in lllfl c
Cepﬁibﬁ o o tht at it is r_u:.lthcr too small nor LOO big. | f'u, \:} 1{) c .lelz
and we have m de _prohibition scheme is the co-opcrutxo’n’ dl om 11(,1 -L'I’)-LUP c:
operation com:sl fc 1t clear CVCI‘ywhprc that unless full. l‘)u-l' cocn Cp ‘(, LIL’( O'g
only after we b rom the people, this scheme may 10t '(,“4 su C-t 5. L is
¢ Meanest viﬁ\ve heen assu_red of co-operation from a Tq'l'ldll Lfs 'l_* roin
of the places Whager to the highly placed officer and non-of icial gentlemen
has been Obtairfég we want to introduce this and only aftcr that assurance
will seem that i ; —that we have proposed to launch .thlS scheme. Sir, it
officers to stop srr‘:\‘llmlposmble for any Government wﬂl} _any _r_mmber of
not a very carefu] eg gling, Howeyer much we may be v1g1.1ant,‘ it we l'lg.l_ve
opium from some 1)1’2 on the addlc_t we cannot prevent him from getting
must be in the 603 trter and 1 think some degree ol contre_t})anfl ~opium
with which this W}'lnlry so long as there are people to getit. I'he idea
addicts and their ((:)re campaign, has been started 1s to take note of these
selfless pe()ple Wh()- a?Vmgs, through the agency of a certain number pi
‘ - are expected to keep—and 1 am surc those who will

to this fgv:«"af%wnz of ;)n"nnhi—

a5y

et

S
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work will do so—an cye over addicts. .*h-vnn.(!ly, this of course is another
part of this prohibition scheme namely,  putling a man to punishment if he
so deserves whenever he transgresses  the law, _For that we will have a
vigilance department which will consist of 20 officers, to which reference has
been made in the estimate.

My hon. friend said that unforeseen charges were Rs.24,000. It is
quite p()ssiblc that this charge may even lx\z,\.'c to be it.lcl‘cu;\:cd. The unfore-
scen charges have got to be mawntained for the simple reason that we
do not know the {ull m.lg‘nlu_u!c;_ of the work that has to be done by
Government and the number of officers  that may have to be employed by
Government. So unforescen charges, to a certain extent, are necessary.
But the principal idea behind the whole scheme was co-operation of the
people, as 1 said before. _ .

Then in reference to the treatment part of the scheme. Here also
we are guided by the same idea. We expect  that there will be workers
in the village who will take charge of a particular number of addicts, and
it will be their duty not merely to sce to lh(‘.ix" treatment but they are also
to nurse them. With the help of this body of workers we are expecting this
scheme to be a success. Therefore t_hc w_hulc idea behind this scheme 1s one
of willing and voluntary co-operation ‘Oi th‘v people. I believe, Sir, this is
the spirit which should guide ;:ll_nf,"hti thinking and religious men in their
activities. Before we had definitely decided on launching this scheme we
made ita part of our duty to gaze public opinion about this matter. We
had met all kinds of people.  'We had  definite assurance from them that
without any cost to Government they would come to the rescue of this peo-
ple who have been degraded and  ave suflering from the great evil. We
have greater faith on the success of this venture for another reason. It
may be well known that in 1921 hundreds of young men suffered imprison-
ment for this cause. I may tell the hon. members that at least 1,200
pcoplc went to jail for participation in this temperance campaign. At that
time it was said that the activities of these young men were against certain
laws which were brought into existence at thg Fimc law like the Crimina]
Law Amendment Act and they were put to jail and had to undergo a

reat deal of suffering, But things have changed to-day. Qo

Vernment
expect that through these body of young men—I do not mean the same
body but another body inspired by the same ideal-—this work which .

have taken up in hand will be neither extraordinary nor unsuccessfy],
Then regarding the difliculties of this scheme, we have
attention to them. We know, Sir, we are surrounded by
know how difficult it is to tackle smugglers, It is for th
provided money for patrol parties ; we have provided money fo,
prohibition officers ; we have provided money for Prohih
and we have done all that 1s posslble for- (Jovernme.nt' to do. "
uite possible that the expenditure may increase 5 itis quite possible

given our
Sugelers s we

that the staff that we are providing here may be inadequate, It j "5
to meet such contingencies that we have got a certain amount of S only
Rs. 24,000 for unforeseen charges. Regarding the charges leVelled Money-—_
on this account, I may further explain to the House that Withip th againt y
provided it is quite possible that we might have o r . mount

. s €apropri
head of expenditure to another as time Proceeds, Butpevlf::)n ate from one
stands now, I appeal to the Hi)usq that In view of the ¢ as the scheme
: i 3 ts support for
up, the House will unanimously give its supp for the syee
> Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHR'KAN : %S‘\?iﬁf the scheme.
Premier enlighten us about the unforeseen charges ? I w the Hon’ple
details of this twenty four thousand rupees. ant to know the
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The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: We have not got
any detail just now. It may be necessary later.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: This is not a
round figure. I find that the figure is Rs. 1,24,150 or so. So I think a
detailed schen.c must have been prepared.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: It is just to make
up Rs.1,25,000 ; that is the reason why this particular figure has been given.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I may point out that the House is
not asked to give its vote for the amount. I he House is asked for a vote
for the approval of the scheme. There will be a supplementary demand

laced before the House later on, and at that time the hon. members
will be at liberty to table cut motions and ask for information as to details
of the scheme in order to decide whether the whole amount or something
Jess should be sanctioned. As no elaborate discussion is necessary at this
stage, I think, the Hon’ble Minister is not going to make a speech.

Mr. A. H. BALL: On a point of information, Sir, may I know w hat
medical treatment the Hon’ble Prime Minister contemplates for these
addicts ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : In all there are about
10,000 addicts and we do not know accurately how many unlicensed  addicts
there are. We have assumed that they will be in the neighbourhood of 13,000
to 14,000. We expect that 20 per cent. of these will really require medical
assistance and we are just now arranging to find out necessary centres where,
if necessary, some sort of sheds will be put up in urgent cases. The local
public is desirous of giving us help in all these matters. The kind of treat-
ment to be adopted has been left to the Public Health Department.

The Hon’ole the SPEAKER : The question is )

¢«That this Assembly approves the Scheme prepared by Government for
the prohibition of opium and the expenditure  of funds thercon wnlnn,’thc
limit of Rs.1,25,000 pending the submission of a supplementary demand™.

The motion was adopted.

The Assam Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1938

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The next item of business 18 thc
consideration of the Assam Municipal (Amcndmr:nt) Bill, clausc by clause.

There are no ameridments tabled in connection with this Bill, so undet
Rule 70, T shall place the whole Bill before the House to be passed.

The question is :

“That the Assam Municipal (Amcndmcnt) Bill, 1938, be passed.”

The motion was adopted.

Ahe Temp‘orary. Postponement of Execution of Decrees Bill, 1938—
(Discussion continued from 'the 5th September, 1938).

Sir '{h‘: Hon’cle Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Mr. Spcaker,
, ¢ _to move that the Temporary Postponement of Execution of

Decrees Bi : Eaay _
following nl:}le’m t‘ﬁg, be referred toa Select Committee consisting of the

(1) Srijut R S i
((3)) Ma{)ul?liogtn&u{(}\lle’il;r Chaudhuri, ,
abu Hj 5
Stijut Klg.fgira Chandra Chakravarty,

5) Babu Laljt Mvg?l;nDI?afr

(6) Babu Daksh;
.. ) lnaran'
(7) Srijut Rah; Ghandjfznlg;égii C:rzltcllidhuf}’:

. (Reve ini
Three mem : R
( bers to form a2 quorum).
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Sir, this Bill was sent for eliciting public opinion,
we have received, both support tllc_ Bill as well
think that before this Bill is taken for
refer i a Select Committee.
relcs lthIx['n ‘I‘T.SL{;‘%tI&(lS‘a?(ENHULL: On a point of information, Sir,
any date fixed for reporting by the Select Committee? .
" The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : No, Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is : ‘
“That the Temporary l’nslponvmvng of I'Z:ch.uti‘on of Decrees Bill, 1938,
be referred to a Select Conmittee consisting of the following members :

The opinions, which
as oppose it. I, therefore,
consideration, it would be better to

is

(1) Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri,

(2) Maulavi Abdul Aziz,

(3) Babu Hirendra Chandra Clmkra\':lrty,
(4) Sryut Kameswar Das,

(5) Babu Lalit Mohon Kar,

(6) Babu Dakshinarnmnnl_(;upta_Chnudluu-y’
(7) Srijut Rabi Chandra l\aghz.u‘x, and

(8) The Mover (Revenue Minister).

(Three members to form a quorum).
The motion was adopted.

The Assam Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubricants Taxation Bj
The Hon’ble My, FAKHRUDDIN AL

Sir, I beg to introduce the Assam Sales of

I AHMED: M\ g
Taxation Bill, 1939,

eaker
Motor Spirit S,

and Lubricants

(The Bill was introduccd)

The Hon’ble My, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: g beg to mo
that the Assam Sales of Motor Spirit and Lubricants Taxation Bill 19:«5‘(2)e
be taken into consideration. I hardly need say anything more fu th',
connection than what I have already said in my budget g eech 15
also 1n the statement of objects and reasons f.r which this Bi]] } o

introduced. Sir, this matter has _been sufficiently discussed befol:es been
I hope that all hon. members will give us their co-operation in C’ettin:ar ?}rlld
legislation through at an early date. S 8 this
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved -

“That the Assam Sales of Motor S

pirit and Lubric : .
1939, be taken into consideration” ants Taxahon Blll,
jrijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Why, |, 5
Hon’ble Minister suggest for collection ? SeNey  doeg the
The Hom’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED . T \
provided in the Rules, but so far as I can say at present ‘it hat I be
through the Revenue Department and th will

e Excise Depar U be dop

Mr. A.H. BALL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, oy ll?enlt]lnt;?]:::t;l " e
are made with the scle purpose of drawing the Hon’ble e out thig Bill
attention to what we consider are defe ¢ enforgiy, nls;e.r's Pointeq
objects. _ g of its g ms ang

The weak point in the levying of the tax on IUbTiCant )
evasion. The storage and transport of the lubricantg s r](‘;‘tls the case of jig
control, and inspection by the Chief Inspector of Explosive %nder Statutory
is the case with petrol. It comes fro.m. a legion of SOurcs Department 4
other towns. There is no legal restriction on jtg tran. oes n Qg Cutta ang
cargo for country boats on every big and little port, ap

Water It 13 safe
evasion would therefore be a matter of course, ‘Crway, WhOlesale

A

Cts in th
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Before leaving lubricati : . .
is the general #n grcsl;ii)ncatg?g oil I ‘-‘;"i!l;f,i draw attention Lo what I believe
+han petrol and P n, that lubricating oil is a higher priced commodity
than petrol and can stand a higher rate of tax. On_ average this is not e

:fhe selllllng p}t’lCC fOI‘. mo.?t Or thu U’Zl('ll: in Assam In the luhri(j g[iug; oils Bu‘ing
ower than the retail price of petrol including tax. .

With regard to petrol I have the following cemarks to make :—

We are not opposed to a tax on this (:l;m:’uw_lil:‘ nor do we consider that
_a reasonable one would to any extent curtail its consurnption or e harmful
o road 'tr?.nsport_ But we consider that a'two anna rate is a maximum
and any higher rate would be a drag on development and Lok an Cdverse
effect on consumption which would defeat the ohiects of the Bill. R

with regard to the evasion of the tax on petrol although this is not so
I ] This tax

important as it is with regard to lubricants it n ~ertheless exists,
is a sales tax and cannot be levied on petrol brought into the province by
the consumer. Thc patural tendencvy would therefore be to make con-
sumers order their petrol from outside the province and the cffect on the
business IDSIdC the province would tend to be adverse in this way.

To Wh.at ?xtcnt this ordering of supplies from outside would happen in

ractice it 18 difficult to say. It however exis and no doubt the Hon’ble
Minister has taken it into account, J ’

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sip. in his
insatiable grch for more and more taxation the Ill;xr’lyl;' Finance Afinister
has, I.am afraid, not given this matter that care and attention which he
ought tO have paid. First of all Iwant to ask him about the method of

collection of these taxes. So far as petrol is concerned. 1 think, there 78
some arrangercnt and'thxg can be very };r:);)r:rlj,' checked. But as regards
Jubricants what method is he going to adopt ? It :« not necessary to take

one of

out a license for stocking lubricants I think, Sir, 45 has been said by
the previous speakers that lubricants can b':,h;ul and brought from different
laces by Coumtry bo_ats also. How is the Gove rnment going Lo chec ‘.[l"“.m
and hoW‘are they going to realise the tax for thesc lubricants > That 18 «'u;(z
‘thing which I want to know, because honest consumers must not be MACY
to pay while there will be IO(—)Phr)]r_; for di‘;h‘t.m'-st consumers_ to oo \Vl'th(n}L
paying the tax at all. DBefore we were (‘ﬁllr-dz upon to consicder this ‘]}111 we
ought to have known what was in the ‘(1- mplation of the Hon’ble Finance
Minister, otherwise he might j ; C()n_(,mp c.} . method a8 would be
oppressive to the public. Unloss 1?1‘[1 oduce suc 117‘1()w the agency of thHe
collection it will be very difﬁcuf: and until we \,]w (orm of taxatlon.

tio. agres; t0 LS B has been fixed by the

‘As regards petrol, T .
. : am x ; 1 ; .
Hon’ble Finance Minister has }fcfé‘alcf!, the rate Whll?ch {hought and I think
he"was 13150 under some miStakp?l i%("d.w{thout 1ﬂ:)1 instance, the other day
he gave out that a motor hyg car/ Impi (;ssmnr. engers will corsume only
one gallon petrol for 20 miles {Ef;}ng 20 to 25 pab‘o"co‘i‘ >4s has get to be
A'bullt_. .But 1 say, Sir, that 4 at kind of ™ 010 25 passcngcrs \Nl.ll
consume at least 3 motor bus carrymng 2 h
‘mistaken i . gallons for 20 : ‘ . - ﬁxcd the rate o1 1S
I o i miles. If he has "= -. d reducc the
rate accordingly.  So faen Lhope he will revise his opinion anc . -
T as this province is ~oncerned the rate of two annas
ovince producc petro

er gallon Will be rath,

here we have to pay ;l?l(&e}c_ccssive_ Although this provines | e
the rate is Re.1-6 whemhlg}}er than in Calcutta OF borgbayb Ix; A ozlly
15 annas. 50, as we are pfs. in Calcutta it is K¢ 1-2 and In omfgrysomc

it eason We o yin ¢ of excise duty or
ot UER to pay’iec o o et and I would suggest that

sple Finance Mipjes Y less in thig taxation?
L this tax consideration 11 finally

thc HOH ‘nist 5 )
ssessing the rate of the 'tax_u-‘ _Would take this 1ntO
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: Mr. Speaker. Sir

CACRPRIN ALARMED: M. Spescr i
; r. ; o ; » to~-day bu

fubnnt atars kfleb?:n sufficiently «disqussed notl o~nll)1cmtD me}:nbcrs or the
this mmtcr“h.{lsm The objectians ran§cd b\: tthlt;c which should be with
previous ‘;C‘l‘mo been brought to our noilcc are o “comidcr’xtion Slanse oy

s which have be e Bill is taken up for slcers b :

facts which . when the Bill is 'y . i osed the
propriety t[al\fn uli)‘l-icnd Mr. Rohini Kumar lGhiw_uc]ih:xlfx t}-:‘:iw 011133‘) prop();ccl

S My hon. cies through which the taxes :
clause. - he thinks that the agencies ; it bein] ‘eguard again t
Bill because he lhm.l.:b not such which would CHLC“.VCI}. s:\lt(:gund _1‘;{“ SI
to be received, 1115 If he has any suggestion to give ml 'tust?o,nnt(l: 01}1

i >vaded. il Ccondera: he > Tules for
the tax l_)c‘“g " :;,cy will be taken  into LO!]S!C]\CI atloln_ ‘1\\ }G(\S\'crxlltl‘ncnt havé
asfire him thl':tc framed by Government and for which
is purpose are Irs . A ) "

this 1 )zwcr within the Act, it will be easier to realise the tax
taken | : ‘e have been told that i

Then, Sir, we hz rom lubricant. When we frame the rules we sha]l
from petrol but not so hon;idemtim‘ along with _any suggestions which the
take all these facts into ??:130 {!{m o i which we intend to impose
hon. members have to'f‘tll\«;c are suggestions which should be given by the
will not be cvaded.] 1;'1“.‘ Bill is taken up for consideration clause by

o 2rs - when ¢ : : - .
e mLVI\?'Elutbheﬁc words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the
ith § :

clause. « N

S . T nis:
House. ER: The questio .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKNI * Spirit and Lubmcunls T

“That the Assam Sales of ) fotor Sp
1939 bc‘takcn into consideration’’.

b

AXation Bjll,
The motion was adopted.

ing ill, 1939
ements and Betting Tax RBj 1 ‘
Tlilenﬁ)iiaﬁr.Al:g‘;;HRUDDIN ALLAHMED : ;. Speaker, Sjp,
) Ttl;eint:;clucc the Assam Amusements and Betting Tax Bill, 1939,
I beg . s introduced.)
" 11 was introduce .
'(I‘I;:aell‘l}:)n:{)le Mr. F Amd Ige)tlt)lgg 'IiI:IBﬁlH:%IE:SQD i
Assam Amusements an L TNy l’is &
deraflon'( _Slrilighh?}:‘gb}r}irlllcehas byeerl introduced has b “Plalned jy, the
pavpis for fV:;b'ects and reasons and I also tOUChedd.on thg subject
sfate?en'tg theJBudget. This matter has also been Scussed before on. the
introducing .
. House. . d:
floor of this ; SPEAKER : Motion move 3
ble the : " "
"I“'II'lkelaItI?}?e Assam Amusements and Betting Tax Bil], 1939, 1)e taken ingq
. . » . .
consideration”, MOORE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I 1I5€ O suppoyg hi
Mr: D. ?éel;rll-ent with the prinqplc that .un_derhps thig . ut Whl](;
‘We are in }Ellgt sertein foims of amusement and thtlng shoulg b taxeq o
o e tseaof augmenting provincial fevenues,  thére TC; We fee] aoo, 10X
the pugﬁ?tllis Bill which are open to criticism and objection
oints tly, under the. heading of amusements, :
Flrfl X’Managers of many tea gardens. ‘0 this, Province
aware that her forms. of amusement in their gardens for he \
inema and other 1o We are not quite. cleay ; . “Cnefi¢ of
(t:heir labour force, free. of char%le.. e the gl 1 Wdulld if this orm oy
forms of amusement are covered. u,,nh“r' he would Coﬁsid a.CCQP‘ lrigly_“ask
o Tl Minister in:charge whether h ir labour . 1Nclggno Y. @
this Fon'blo Winisterd by tea gardens to their laboyy force e D8 . Such
forms of amusement gtven .by S ided for in the il N Tee of Chargc
o he exempting clause which is provided . fit but <o - Such -k Shar
metnt:;re ngt provided for any : gain or profit by s
m

, oot Chterts .
: Mply ‘o the simaélfe
ent of the labour fqrqe. . t ;
amusscm dly, a point that arises in: that connection ig
econ )

- . " : & v e giVin Of i
displays in clubs. - In.many clubs:in this province it i the’ custon Shema
1sp S 1L

Custom to give
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cinema i 2 ‘oo oy 58
tickets af‘:tgl(.)ttalirgsmuzgts mf;hOUt the issuing of tickets. In such cascs where
: a flat sum is guaranteed ! e v
entertal . guaranteed 10 the proprietol
nment and I would like the assurance, if I'ﬂ)'--%ii:h?, “5{ ol Hon'ble

ol thc

Minister in ch A

clause (3) oftilljgc]}'tllljat such entertainments arc covered by clause sub-

ment of 20 per Ccntl ‘?’hcreby in s‘uch entertainments a consolidated pay-

=OIEYoss Teupipis aRc payable to Government by the
1 cnt 15

f‘!x{"}"‘;.“,ﬂ:.:ii

roprietor. :
proprietor. In other words, that the proprictor of the
Governinent

;Zsfgé‘:lgllsbf%‘;;}ézrﬁgéc.cuon and submission of the tax to
points hich. we feel “‘:r ymg the Bill. But again there are
proposed z'.e.’ 7'ner (’:cn: must criticisc. Firstly, the question of
suggest a,ﬁgu,rc of 4 cr': i This ﬁgl,ll'lt \\:(? feel 1o be ;“-.‘-, regIVE and .
that it is pr0posed tOplcv ('Zn:- {15 Curl'cnl'm Calcutta. Secondly, W€ n:-uu«
But whereas in the case gf totz)fi:)':: : t.()!a!-l.m.t‘.)r,b mi‘i « the gro -y
in the case of the book maker 5 01‘§ it 18 proposce to tax the gross *- s
' Thi feel - makers it is only ]’)ru])!)’ét‘.(l to tax the cisburscmelits
s, we feel, will unduly penalise the totalisators. Secondly, the bookies’
profits which are very considerable will go tax free y, it adopts the
principle of taxing the man who is prepzxrt-t'l‘ ey 2 bet at
}hc sarne time allowing the man who makes a profit to Perhaps
uril;;iz]‘.gl‘grjluri::ar?;zcg:gmpl? to the Hon’ble House where we fecl this is
. future, ho " lf)ns in th(; past, and pmb:nbl}-‘ on many occasions
in the fu , horses have won which have not been backed by .'m}.'im!]}‘ ;
’ l)(l‘)li.

er words the winni .
th winning horse has not been 11 the book-makers
that the book-maker would take

sl

we are in full agrecment
one or two
t.ﬁut rate

would

i 1
also on book
s receipl

and thirdly,
risk his moncy o1

go tax-lrce.

in o
e result of that w e
’t{l}; i rebdits Ol?lgld be under this Bill )
at particular race which will be as profits and he will
o tax-free. We, therefo : : ) ,
- ’ re, suggest for the consideration of Government @
reduction in the proposed rate of . paali-
of 7 per cent. tO 4 per cent. for both tot
sators and book-makers bets and ings e hetween
the totalisators and book s and that to make thigs o7 equal DY
; cmadc e ook-makers that, in the cas¢ of the book-maker,
sactors gross receipts exactly as proposed in the case of the¢
Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : As regards the
effect of this Bill upon the poorer . Je, 1 had spoken at
: . poorer section of the PCOP'® 1ad  sPO ,
length in summing up the ge : . dget. 1 do not want
to repeat 2ll those argumeg(’neral, discussion on the bu I%J(/ e to draw ibre
attention of the Hon’ble N}\_ts. again to-day- But I WO_U‘tS olnly
1 ﬁnd, Sir, that in Claul;uster-m-charge to two'PO'mhid do:vvn that ¢ the
entertainments tax shall not% 8 under exemptions ! -]sfor d Ao ion to any
entertainment where the pr e _charged on paymen_t‘b Gsfied (a) that the
whole of the takings thp ovincial Government = sah: .. religious, or
charitable pur 3 thereof are d d hilanthropiC g 3
aritable purposes without 5 evoted to P for an expenses of the
entertainment .~ I lay g ny charge on the takings 10T ‘cy/ hole of the
R it ko o o) emphasis on L0 words "I Jamities_like
floods, earthquakes e e every one that at times of dire cala s
tions and associations wh imilar other calamities, there are vanousf o
entertainments and cve: stage theatrical performances or other 101
iving proceeds of those ento Wners of cinemas giv
If this principle of the By po nments miniis the ng *
reat detriment to the phi1remains on the Statute Book, tlr,len it wi
1o exempt if the Wol'ding “anthropic causes whic my Hon ble friend
The next point th whole of the takings = is-kept on.

: at e taking been
drawn attention to hy mWant to raise is the on¢ that has already !
pr0poscd here of 7 per cept Y hon. friend Mr- Moore€, namely,
Othcr les' M}’ Hon’blc f;S far in excess of that qbtalnlr.lg in Beng
iend the Finance Minister might probabl)’

/ﬁ

i
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that the number of race meetings and places of amusemint in Assam are v:l-:y
small and they are not so well patronized also and un cis' \;rc CT;r:)cr'easc t4.:
: ereentage of the tax there will hardly be any taking Oy the Covernment.
be The next point that is not free from doubt and to which I wish to draw
the attention of the House is that this Bill consists Of. two chapfers. C(})hataterl%
really deals with other form§ of amusements than race courses. hap cii
-ntirely concerns the imposition of this tax for entrance Into a race mee Fg
N { betting therein. 1In Chapter I there are any number of penalty
:}lnc ses, where fines ranging from Rs. 200 to Rs. 500 are proppsed to be
: ‘?}I.M{f‘oy certain delinquencies. I see no such penalty clauses in Chapter
lICIHu-‘\e to whether the legal advisers of the Government have opined that
pr.evi;n]s penalty clauses \'vil.l app!y to. th.is _Chaptcr also { al,]}l,nOt. sure.
But as this Bill hais hcclé;h\'x;lcdllllkcl this, it is open to doubt w 1ether those
:nalties will apply to Chapter 11 also.

P e Hom hia M. FAKHRUDDIN ALIL AHMED :
in the course of the speeches made by the tw
have been brought for our consideration.

The first is that we have been asked not to levy any tax on entertain-
ments which are designed for an educative purpose including those in tea
;,u'.d(;m I am entirely at one with the hon. member who has thrown out

that suggestion. I think that his object will be covered by the provision
which we have already made for

Mr. Speaker, Sir,
o hon. gentlemen three points

that purpose in the Bili. If; however,
he is anxious to make it more clear I shail have no objection in accepting
an amendment to be moved for this purpose when the

Bill is taken up
for consideration clause by clause (a‘bplause).. )

Secondly, Sir, the Leader of the Opposition has lprou I
question ofcxcmptions from taxation of such entertainment \\’hl'ch are arran-
ged in time of floods or other calamities and the proceed_s of which are given
to mitigate the miseries of the people so affected. It IS Not our purpose to
levy a tax or put an,v.obst‘acle n the way of such phl]anthmplc purpose
the chief aim of which s to help the distressed people. If the hon.,
Leader of the Oppo§mon 1s of opinion that this purpose will not be served
by any of the provisions which we have made in the Bill, we shall have pgq
objection in accepting the amendment deemed necessary by.hun_

Then, Sir, thirdly the point has been raised that enter.taln_ments which
are given in clubs should also be cxempted [rom a tax of this king. In this
connection I would ]ike-to gxdd,_ Slr,_ that, if the show is f:or an educa.tivc
purpose, we have no objection in giving such a_n_exemptm.n: But if the
purpose of such entertainment is merely for providing the fac111ty
of the public or for the members of the club, I
not be levied for such amusement, which they
cinema house or other place of amusement. I
namely, that if the entertainmeunt which will
or elsewhere, or will be sp01l§oreg1 b A .
purpose, we shall have no objection in giving the eXemption, ut if 3 g
arranged for the sake of convenience of the members. and is bejy, ofve 1
the premises of the club instead of its bemg shown in g Cinema ho n at
is no reason why such persons should not bear the

ght to my notice the

tax, use, theye
Then, Sir, we have been told that the rates at which we wi
these people are very high. It is here that I do not see eye to Wish tq assess
hon. members who have protested against th

e high rates, €ye with the
that the rates should have been even higher, because our pu}pggsi;)x;ally feel
First of all, we realise that. when people have 8ot sufficient mon two-fold.
for amusement or for betting, they should also give UD a cepini, O spend
of their income towards expenditure which w .

: 1 portion
1l go to Inttigate the mislzries of
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the poor people. Secondly, our purpose is also in checking habits of those
people, who have no money yet would go to_the raccs by depriving them-
selves. of their necessities.of life. W : realise, Sir, that by going to races and
by spending money on entertainments, rmany are depriving not only
themselves but also persons who are depending on them for their support
for the necessities of life. The rates we have
such as should be reduced. .
I hope, Sir, I have satisfied those hon. members with regard to the
objections they have raised. Our purposec is not to ban such amuse-
ments and entertainments which are cither ;
which would go towards the help of the poor orF distressed
purpose is only to tax lavish expenditure. ; o g .
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a pont of informaiion,
Sir. One point is not clear. Suppose arl amusement 1s given in nnf".s private
compound and it is opén to the public without requiring any price 1o be
paid. I want to know whether Government will exempt that or not.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : There will be

116 ‘question ‘of taxation, because there will be 1o 20 e .
int, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance

pecople. Owur

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : Just on¢ po : A :

¢ d to entertainments given In
clubs the hon. member who made the proposal is not :quilxn;; for excmp-
3 \ iust this. Where there 1s no

Minister is not quite clear about it. In regar

tion in any shape. What he wants to clarify 15 ]

ticket for admission the proprietor of the cinema s
for paying the tax rather than the club members ¥ ]
rate, and no question of exemption from payment arises. i
Hon’ble Minister will admit this case, becausc otherwise it makes very gt 4
complications and will upset a good many clubs which have only sma

s ALT AHMED: That difficulty

Theé Hon’bhlé' Mr. FAKHRUDDEN
would be met.

how should be responsible

The Hon’ble the SPE . The ucstign 18 ;. .
“TI(:at the A:sameAmusAegnt:s andEBc?tiﬂg Tax Bill, 1939, he taken INto
consideration.”
The motion was adopted.
"fhe Assam Motor Vehiéles Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 1939

Theé Hon’ble Sy i RDOLOIL: Mr. Speaker, S.ir,
. e Srijut GOPINATH BAR D ation (Améndment) Bill,

!.i91?°:(39g to imtroduce the Assam Motot Vehicles

(The Bill was introduced ): O -
Tho Mésrbis s dced),  poBOF: Ibegto move, Sir,
H rijut GOPINATH BARD dment) Bill, 1939, be taken

that the Assam’ Motor Vehicles Taxation (Amen

into ?)gisiderati’on, te ik i i
n' making this' moti ' while 1t 1S undoubtedly a

; on T : that : :
I' may state scent of all the Bills since

taxation Bill, it is one which is: the most inno

introdu'Ce’d 3 ‘hi W tain (]'l].A { ' .
3 I ere AR s - & 1 acters, VVhCn the —taxathIl
AS-30M¢ J ' cer d d C th of
e feclll’lg n -n,t‘ro u (:d, e a |||Ount

proposal in reference ¢q. .
Rs.24 per year per ca:‘-o

should be prephred: g 218 1 suppose, MmO
up the amount propoge ‘I;g}'»a’t leagt one rupec
Thé Hotble ihe SP’Emy Bill,

Ovcd 15 :

T A A RA Ades Il ARERD . i ranl o ‘
That the Asasy Mere, NEK ;| MOUOR OUL o ndment) Bill, 1939, ke

ke 5t0 consideratioies, ! Y ehicles Taxation

suggested arc neither harsh nor

educative or the procceds of

ho form the ],)()d}' Corpo-
I }1()1)(‘, the
cat

totor vehicle was first 1m0 0 _ -

articular AT that was fiet ahWAS considere ower 1n cas€e O
cars, pa‘r«tlcularly Priva way fixed then wa OO0F us possess cars S we
a4 month In order to make

P il G
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Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL* : B \th Spcakﬂ;, Sir,
remark to make about this motion. The Motor \ ch;clc
ment) Bill is so popular to the Po)hcc Department th
issued enhanced rates. (Laughter. 71 g 4
ISbuu."i‘llalel Ho:x’ble the SPEAKER : The question is : '

“ That the Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation Amendment Bill, 1939, be
taken into consideration.”

The motion was adopted.

I have only: one
s Taxation (Amend-
at they have already

The Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939

ie Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI' AHMED - Mr. Speaker, Sir,
1 lx;rtho ix?tl:oducc the Goalpara Tenancy (Amcndment) Bill, 1939,
*(The Bill was introduced.) _ ‘
Mr. Speaker, Sir. I beg to move that the Bill be referred to
: ittee. - .
Com%}llmuﬁill which deals with this matter is b
of giving relief and for the purpose of

a Select

ased on the Principle

improving the conditions. and
status of raiyats under the Zemindari Estate within the district of Goalpara,
Matters dealing with the Bill are the following —(1)

reduction of occu-
reduction of rent

ntin case of under
raiyats, (5) occupancy right to under railyats, (6) Instalment of land rents,

(7) land-lords allowed to credit any payment towards recoverable arrears,
(8) reduction of the rate of Interest, (9) abolition of damages on arrears- of
rent, (10) f'acilitating the division o

f' tenancies and distribution. of rents,
(11) right of surrender to under tenants, (12) suspension of provision

relating to enhancement of rent for a period of 10 years, am.j partial deposit.
of damages. It has the power to reduce the rent in exceptional cases. and:
to prescribe such procedure for _Tecovery of rent. ) Governm_ent have in.
this Bill tried to remove partially, if not wholly, the grievances of the peasants
which they had against the Zemindars. Two other similayr Bills, notices
of which have been received, are proposed to be lntroducgd by the private
members. There is another matter, namely, the question of the abolition
of the certificate procedure about which we want to:make our positigy clear,
We have proceeded in bringing this legislation op the specific grievances
which were brought to our notice by the tenants, The Certificate Proce-
dure has never been utilised either in Goalpara or I any other distriot
because it was provided that unless the records of rights Were preparod
it cannot be made use of. Sir, we have not pProvided. for the deletion jr
this provision in our Bill because we feel th N

would mean admission of a grievance which in

pancy transfer fee, (2) complete usufruct mortgage, (3)

may be claimed in defence in any suit, (4) limitation of re

at such actiop o

7 fact’ does not eXist, our part
Maulavi MUHAMM{\D AMJA-D‘ ALI: On a point of informatio
Sir. Does the Hon’ble Mlgl ster mean to say that the Certificate Procedureni’s
not complete in Goalpara :
Th«i3 Hon’ble Mr. FAKIIRU]?DIN ALI AHMED . No, Siy
ficate procedure is not made use of in Goa'lpara, at all, s .
Maulavi MUHAMMAD: AMJAD ALJX: What about Bijni
Mechpara ? _ _
The Hon’ble M. FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHME ¥ Cepsin
dure is not made use of even the-n._ So, Sir, if the n mi Cate proce-
that the provision relating to certificate Procedure. 1y k= vrnb.er_s. desire
should also be deleted, this Government will have o ¢ oeli;l;&r}«g Act
. ctlon in
. SpeechE not- corrected, s

and
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for the reason that such

: 4 in this Bill is ¢ <
doing so, or why we have not provided in this B was utilised by the

change would imply to mean that this procedurc
Zemindars- . LI t P “[Hil\'
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : May I know what is th |
of this chapter if it is not enforced ? .
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI Aﬁﬁﬂi,mfn ot
myself see the utility of this chapter when it ,h“,? BRs, ent will not of
- for this reason I have made it clear that this (ﬂ"'-c,r”}',;l u’n ;e that this chap-
if it be the opinion of the hon. members of this House the
ter should also be deleted. . -+ fprmation,
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: On a V””:; :)I,l“:. do away
Sir.  Are we to understand that if there is any move on our part,

i i 1 At WU 0se it ?
with this particular chapter then Government will not opp

3 Je Aare not IL';()i]H..’,

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: We ar
St ; { information.
Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: On a I’(””l‘;:‘),ni’c-rs power on

Are Government prepared to reduce section 170 which
the Zemindars 3

Sir. I do not
lised. It 1s
POSC

= . Our Bil
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : \1’ '::]u-.h changes
is there and it is open to the hon. members to Ima jl" 4se by clausc.
as they like when the Bill comes up for C()rwldf:l'al"‘”’sc_I‘(f(_'t Committee
So I beg, Sir, to move that the Bill be referred to a Selec

consisting of the following members.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May I enquirc...... 1"«“-”1'{5'{ yat
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble ’W}msﬁ(tlm:ﬁ bers Wil
finished his speech.  After he has moved his motion thgio\]vot}'w hon. member
have the right to speak as many points as they like. - /
should sit down,
the Hon'ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED:
that the Goalpara Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be r¢
Committee consisting of the following members :—
(1) Srijutjogendra Chandra Nath,
(2) Srijut Paramananda Das,
(3) Mr. Jobang D, Marak,
(4) Kl.l_mar Ajit Narayan Dev,
(Z) Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua,
27) lltdqaulav% Muhammad Amjad Ali,
(8)) Maula.v1 Ghyasuddin’Ahmcd,
o Sr;tlfrsla Abdul Hamid Khan,
artveswar Bz rua, and

(4:e QOVEr (The Revenue Minister).

mem} f
Maulavi Gy 58 10 form the quorum.) ‘ the name O
: YASUD kbl I suggest that
Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmle)dIN AHM}EDl. q Sciri’n theg Committee.
The Hon’hle may be include

. The Committee€
is already sufﬁciently 1}; FAKHRUDDIN ALL AHI\/}fEull) 1 be made.

Maulavi MUK Alg’hiilnd I think no addluolrrl Srr? this side of the Houscf
we have only got 3 memp, Q?OAMB]A% ALnI1 i:ttee roand 1 think addition of
one member would not Mattey illcrty fnucﬁ].m .

I beg to {no_vi
ferred to a Selec
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The Hon'ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :

four members from the Opposition in consultation with the
of the Opposition.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: As 1 point,gcl out on other
it is the right of the hon. l_,(t;ldcr nl' the (‘)lpl_);)smon‘ m‘ supply names.
If the Hon'ble Revenue Minister h;\§ .111(‘1\111(.( ‘Im[ ‘na’u‘mb .m consultation
with the hon. Leader of the Opposition, I don tt un’\k‘xt‘\\ro'u]d be proper
for any hon. member of the Opposition to suggest any addition or
alteration in them.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI':‘ Sir, we only want that
the lll_ll.llﬂ)(‘l' should be increased by one. The hon, Leader of the

Opposition has only supplied the names according to the number

I have taken
hon. Leader

occasions,

prescrib-
ed by Government.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD}JLLA: May I make
a statement in this connection, Sir 7 The Hon'ble Revenue Mirisg

er asked
'l‘cnancy
¢ number allotted
Ler to increase the
U names to him

nE ‘ce names for Select Committee of the two
8 ke Sul)_pl}\.gllllll(:]l::;(p;::‘l\' members and decided that th
Bl“i: “Ilfle:) small. So l‘x'cqllcstcg the Hon’blc' I\iini§
xtlltl)uln‘bcxt and he made it four. I“hcn I ?ll‘b‘l‘lllttcd {c
in consultation with some of my party men:x HRLS, ‘
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved s :—
““That the Goalpara Tenancy (Anl‘cndm-cnt) Biil, 1939, 1,
a Select Committee, consisting of the following members ;-
a Sele (1) Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath,
(2) Srijut Paramananda Das,
(3) Ml‘. Jobnng D 1\/131‘211(,
(4) Kumar Ajit Na}‘ayan Dev,
(5) Srijut Santosh Kumar Bar-ua,
(6) Maulavi I\’Iuhamm:}d Amjad Alj,
(7) Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed,
(8) Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan,
(9) Srijut Sarveswar Barua, and
(10) the mover (the Revenue Minister),
(4 members to form a quorum,)”’

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: Mr.
SdAfoa CIAAMS! ATIAT FFLAR (3 AR faey CLIT * sy
W] F{ANT TT 9% BT I ARIIHI §® g ¥fatefy |
RG] CTafe A% A% (&%, JAANR, 9BR Afag ergy NS
aw 3ifqars U W Ffa wAqT wdwfor wpmg IUWIHR wfy
SiAg 2&A [AI FIRA} 77 23S sfAnt e FWiay TR 234 9% Sty Sy
g%y (3 34 wj73a wlaangn sfziz wea AN g Q‘QWWMW
foamra mfagtacga oitaim 2331 faEcs 3y R | UaNg “f"ﬁitaa ;‘
wtawtgta Afasty wfRafg... oo ‘ s

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: (ot g3 5 L[ R "
THETF N QA A RIME, W WA g3, g TSN Toifgs oy
Sfbs ag | . . -

¢ referred to

Speakera Sil‘, '}

W afe
Wft?li C‘&j(q

L
N\
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.Maulana ABDUL ‘HAMID KHAN: efnA1s] cwata sfaetacs
s fxH13) 79 f# Sitt %R eqafcg =/A4 DI04 WFFATS s fs wiza13 =€
srdla =457 cafeza BaaAfz g 2cza Az B Wl canwattisn el
gt @ fog sl @3 2130 farsfe | CIEIATIRT (waTR o ave 3
(LR EE fs3 sfaqia] @731 222 9,28¢ ANRIBe 1 Ses: Y ATs % (kI Gihalk 2 s
o gas sien 5% fenn | @as(oA ga%], CHAATTE) e
ot TG 4R 20 A wfBi5s 535 @2 (A1 FISITRE WA fga ) WOR
wesSfA [AF NH wfs(v® €55 @ Te] s[cerd FI@TLHA AR leel | CRIUA
s{@7a A% BT AUHT Atatz AH(eA] 27 |

»

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : <% Pfsa(72 @5 RAVIB] F18 1 A%
facag Ac4j ¢4 7321 91 2%al5 2fz(z (314 414% RiAA41E PLBIE oA E 2Y
a3 gae 313 Y (G I qamz fa =124 4228 22 RATH
cq? fageas aareal 2671 Tf5s |
. Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN : stfq afetsis 1 catasie! N
cama sfanafae baz awiag qeds (317 e (A a1z | wW(AAE
wdAf5a (3 73 fAs e Tneat fagrray afwaral 4417 A7s am  ifyal G
fam g5a1 3 AANRA | gl 73] A d ga ¥7ANT % fan wiwatacea A
a5 o 318 321 QBatce | RAarg wefAfpa A14E afcas A g ostATe”
srgra afAIAAI A A7 |Eanmgs (FIAL w4zt a1z | zg13%
5fygta 3941 B(AAT AR Il faq
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : (a7 4/37! @AM Aefa @fs 4%
ifaat 39k EIRT SR AT Agy yarzal AT |
| ‘Matlana ABDUL" HAMID KHAN : & (RA13CT awala] =gy w319
g SHTIR (TN AN By w3 qaca @faatafasicse TIREY
et SR WA Sfawtaras, oin faga AP z51 AsAEA fars Y
sefifata @R BHFTIY qfam sedgaes G fraves afegl 1 §
;ﬁﬁm-‘hﬁm:\ it afersts P a3 forgiq 2133
‘crem a@‘ CICHIR AT fagy €% x. A sfEafd 9% AgR R#iET Atk
,.;-mﬁaas,ixcma W w9 agy iz 2l s | Aty FHAS! 2Q ~
F4 ﬁ‘itw? ﬂ!ﬁ? | wiy o wfy o zfald, ¢ HiamaF *=
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Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir, first of all I
will go to the proceedings of the last session on this subject. During that
session some of us introduced the Goalpara Tenancy | Amendment) Bill and
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue and Finance gave us an assurance
of accepting the principles of the Bill. I will now read what was said by the
Hon’ble Finance Minister at that time. He first of all opposcd the G wern-
ment Bill which was SpOﬂSOl‘cd by hon. Srijut Rohint Kum:ar ( ‘haudhuri
the then Minister in charge of Revenue because he did not agree with the
principles of that Bill. So he said, ““So far as the present Government is
concerned, we consider that the principles involved or incorporated in the
Bill introduced by the previous Government do not mecct the requirements
or the benefits we would like to give to the tenants of the two districts
concerned. S0 if we accept the principles of those Bills, we would be failing
in our duty by not bringing mecasures which, we think, will bring relief
to the people. S0 _faf as this Government is concerned, we do not
propose to proceed with the Bi_“ introduced by the previous ( jovernment.”’
Then, Sir, as regards the }5111 introduced by Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath
the Hon’ble I“lﬂa{lce Minister said : ¢ So ]\'i()lll:[l suggest that the hon.
member who has introduced this Bill should withdraw the same on the
undertaking that GOVCrpmc11t, at the next session, will introduce a Bill
which will meet the requirements and give relief to the tenants concerned.”
Then regarding thq Bill introduced by Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan the
Hon’ble Minister said: ““Iam in agreement with all the sentiments which
have been exprcsscd by my hon. friend Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan in
moving the motion for reference of the Bill to a Select Commitiee.  Sir, 1
would like to point out to him that what he proposcs to achieve for the poor
tenants by this Bill is also the intention of Government, that is to say, of
giving relief to the poor tenants of his district, and I, Sir, made a request
to him that_this purpose would be better scrvc’:d and would be earlier served
if he had given an opportunity to Government to introduce the Bill during
theifc e Scaslot - 1 am opposing the present motion not because I am against
the principle or the measures which he wants to introduce for giving relief to
the poor tenants, but I am Slmply OPPOSing it at this Stagc, in order to
help the poor tenants at an earlier dage,” s

Now, Sir, I would like to go into details with regard to  the Bill which

the Hon’ble Revenue Minist .
. er has » or the poor tenants of
Goalpara to give them relief at g has introduced for I tenan

¥ G v n earlier date.
longl:/xv?molx?tt})k:;i]iglf :inhias made a provision which we uscd to cnjoy SO
the zemindars. gle pie, but now we are to pay something more to
'&‘1}: 1:]:).11?I Sta’%r:l the clock Steuck 4 )
e on’ble the Sp P.M.
adjourned f0 2 P tO-morro\f'AKER: Order, order. The House stands

d:Adj ournment °
Journed tj]] 9 p.m. on Friday the 17th March

" Shillong A. K. BARUA
i Moy, 1939 : sislati ’
The 4 ’ Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.

The Assembly was then g,
1939
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EXPLANATORY NOTE RE(ED})TI{E)I‘I\TG THE PROHIBITION OF
3

It is proposed to introduce the experiment of total prohibition of raw
opium in the Sibsagar subdivision of Sibsagar district and Dibrugarh sub-
division of Lakhimpur district (except the area north of the Brahmaputra
river) with effect from the 15th April 1939, or 1st Bohas. This will entail
the pluvisi.»nl of a special staff, including doctors whose medical assistance
will alleviate the physical sufferings of the consumers when deprived of their
dose and so far as possible help to wean them from the habit. Elsewhere
the rations of all consumers _will be progressively reduced by one-eighth
part per quarter so that all will have disappeared within two years. The
actual details of the expenditure involved will depend upon the experience
gained in actual ;,)mcti.(‘.c.. The Excise Commissioner has been appointed
to be Prohibition Cmmmssu?ncr.‘ It is anticipated thata sum of'one and
a quarter lakhs will b_c required for staff (Preventive and medical), propa-
ganda, etc., as detailed below. !n respect of propaganda the utmost use
will be made of unofficial temperances agencies. The Prohibition Commis.
sioner will discharge the work in addition to his ordinary duties as Excise
Commissioner and thercfore no additional cost is entailed on hig account
excepting expenses in travelling.  As the experiment proves Successful the
official staff will move to other areas, and it js expected to cover the whole
Province within two years: the ultimate cost 1is therefore at most two lakhs
and a hallf.

Meanwhile accelerated reduction of rations will be in force in oth
areas : it is expected that the loss of revenue will be TRrs.3,70 in the areas Clt-‘
prohibition, and altogether it may be a little over 5 lakhs, which have beo
taken into account on the receipt side. The reduction in expenditura en
purchase of opium will be TRrs.68 below that provided in the budget Wh'o}rll
is a saving. It was however impossible to include the Cxpendituré in tlﬁ
main budget and the authority of the Assembly is therefore Sought f e
incurring charges under the scheme. On the basis of estimates which w?ﬁ‘

be now pl‘epa}‘cd the Assembly will be asked to make a supplementary grant
at a later session.
Rs.
Travelling Allowance of Prohibition Commissioner 2,000
Two staffs of ditto (11 months
at Rs.45 per month). 990
Two Assistant Prohibition Commissioners (11
months). 4,400
Travelling allowance of ditto (11 months) 2,200
b
Assistant Surgeon at Rs.150 Per mensem
months); (11 1)650
Travelling allowance of ditto I
1oo
Allowance to Local Board Doctors (13) at R %0 s |
per mensem (11 months). : 2,860

Eleven Sub-Assistant Surgeons at Rs.70
"t 8470



