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Proceedines of the Sixth Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935. .

The Assembly met in the \.\i'»mnhﬁ}‘ C’ll»\ﬂlhﬂ', Shilk‘ng» at 11 a.m., on
Monday, the 3ed April, 1939,

2

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
(to which oral answers were given)
Appointments in Wards® Estates
Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED askedt :

*296. Will Government be plenzed to state—
(a) the number of ofli “ers including clerks in the Bijni and Megh-
para Wards' Estates who have put in 30 vears service ?
(4) How many of them are above 8§35 years ?
u';: Do Government propose to ,qxply the same 1‘)rincip\c to the
Wards’ 1":5!.!1:: officers as is (10}\(‘. mn }hc case of the Govern-
ment officers in respect of their retirements i ’

*227. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the reasons which were
given by the Manager, Mechpara Ward's Estate when the post of the Supe.
rintendent was created there ?

(b)) How many applications were received by him when  the post
was advertised and who was appointed ?

#228, Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The name of the present additional Superintendent of the
Bijni Ward’s Estate ?
(b) Whether the post was advertised ?
(¢) If not, why not :
(d) Is it a fact that the gentleman appointed in the
" service of the Estate for more than 35 years ?
(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether they perOSe
retain the services of those people who have already Bt to
more than 30 years’ service ? _ 1n
(f) Are Government aware that the tenants of the Estate
been demanding the appointment of local People ;. 1AVe
Estate scrvices ! . e
(g) If so, do Government propose to consider the claims of
local people over that post ? ; the

tStarred questions Nos. 226-228 werc taken up after starred question No 231
' as th
(o]

':)

post is i]] the

Finance Minister was not present at that time.
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The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied:

.226. (a)—Bijni 17
Mechpara ... Nil
(6)—Bijni 11
Mechpara ... I st
\ rerired FOTS”
(l]r

Ranger of

Government of
Assam).
‘ | | . . ¥ e 18 LO
¢ (c)—No. A reclaxation in case of Wards Estate employccs -
the interest of the estates concerned.
that

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : .\1:’1\,‘ I kn()\'.‘, Sir’ who 1s
officer ? '
1
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: I am 1o !

a position to give the name of that officer.

. __.tion
Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : [ want to know the (lcslgll“tio,
of that officer ?

_ The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir, 2%
information was not required in the question, I am not in a position t0 g
either the name or the designation of the officer.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: - May I know what class
officer heis ? e
The Hon’ble Mr- FAKI’H{UDDIN ALI AHMED ¢ I:IC iS an o 1

of the Estate.

en
‘Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : On a point of order, Sir- Wi

the members of this side were in Government side, a point of order " .d
raised by my hon. friend Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed and you were P;{
to give a ruling that the Hon’ble Ministers ought to come prcparcd or I w
with all the answers and informations concerning the questions but lr’comc
I find that Hon’ble Minister who raised the point of order has not
prepared with necessary information and is giving us cvasive reply-

the
ive

(No reply was given)

hat
Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : May I know whether
officer is a retired Forest Ranger of the Government of Assam ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: It ma}’l
If the hon.member knows the information, I do not see any reason Wi
is pressing Govertment for such information.

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : What is the age of that pat
cular officer ? —

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED ; If th¢ 3
member was so anxious to know the ages of the officers concerned, h€ o zchC
to have framed his question specifically, and then we could have given
exact dates.

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED ; I think my question No. ,2_26@)
covers the whole matter. LT

o-
be 5.

ti-
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The Hon'ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The reply is

there, that i Bini 11 and Meo hpara 1.

. Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: With regard to (¢), the answer
‘5 ‘.-\ 5!‘5.5',\_.‘3.:”_:'; 11y L '1' V‘!\i' ‘,U‘E'\. Rl»’.,‘,:" r:”‘a‘:.w\"(‘i‘S i\“ l() tl]" Hl((‘l’(?Sl (’)l lllc

€3lates concerped’™. 1 the Governmment find that the retention of any such
officer is not to the interest of the Estate, rather it is harmful to the Estate,

dre (;u".'r’z’n;:;ngn;i E‘urﬁ“,a:mi to remove that officer ¢
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : That is a hypo-
thetical question.
_Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED :  May I know what is the opinion
of the Government about the acuteness of uncmployed youths ?

- The Hoa'ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The principle
which the Government follow has been stated in reply to question 226(¢).

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : s it the principle of the Gov-
ernment to extend the services of a Government officer beyond 55 years, or
on case of those oflicers who have put in 30 years’ service or more ?

The Hon'ble M. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: It all depends
in what particular capacity the services of that particular officer are
required. 1If it is the question of Government service, Government are of
opinion “No" ; if it 1s the case of Court of Wards service, Government
think “Yes™.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: May I know on what
principle this relaxation is made in the case of Wards' Estates, which are also
managed by Government

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: In the light
of experience it has been found that retired officers are more suitable for
Court of Wards.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: DBorn in 1857 still going
strong ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : That may be
0.

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Herc in this House there are many
gentlemen who were born in or about 1857 (laughter).

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: So alsois Becks Beer, Sir,
born in 1857 and still going strong. (laughter).

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: I want to know what is the
opinion of Government regarding unemployment problem among the young-
er generation,

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : That does not

rise. . :
a Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED‘: 'It does arise Sir. \_’V'hile the
unemployed youths of the Estate are suffering, (jxo"\ffzrpment are giving em-
ployment to the retired officers from other dls%llcés- Wh(.:n.eVGr we put
questoins, or bring cut motions Government say th.flt \Cy are giving employ-
ment on provincial basis. Even in our own dlStl\lC.t retired foreigners are
imported and services of forecigners extended f?l employment whijle our
youths are suffering from very acute uncmployment

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Next question.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied :
227. (a)—No post with the designation mentioned  has actually beep
created. But as there was a heavy accumulation of pendlng files in conﬂ
tion with the re-settlement of Estate purchased holdings which were beii?é
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squatted u . ) ' _ 1

the dispos [[)On‘, the services of an officer were considered indispensable for

I posal of these cases in addition to supervision of collection of rents
nﬂead (){a SOOI b ‘“ ) SUPCTVIAION it b ction | rents.

tadar of'th-.,EI mnung a whole time officer for the purposc, the Jama Shers-

Lb‘ State hélS I)Cl'l'l ’)I.’,u'a:d on this 330‘.(7&’2;1 cduty.

227(0)- (6)—Does not arise, in view of the reply given to 'ﬂm_m“”

tha"Mz ulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Are Government aware that

th: o nager, Méchpara Ward’s Estate, wanted this post to b: creat=d on
¢ ground that he had no confidence on his subordinates ?

h g HOl'J’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Government
ave no such information.

th Maulavi. QHYASUDDIN AHMED : Will Government enquire as to
e truth or falsity of my stdtement ?

The Hon’bl IMED -
necessary. éMr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Ii
b Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Isit not neccessary e.-;hil.:' the
on. member has pointed out to the Hon'ble Minister that such is the
Ccage ? © 7 U o]

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALl AHMED :

tion made by the hon. member will be taken into consideration.

" it is found

The representas

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replicd:

.. . 228. (¢)—The name of the present  Additional Superintendent  of the
Bijni Raj Ward’s Estate is Babu Durga Kumar Mukerjee.
(b)—-No, :
(¢)—The officer was departmentally promolc:d to the post.
(d)—Yes. | =
(e)—Government see no objection to r(;tuining_ the services s
OfEiCers with more than 30 years’ scrvice provided they continuc to be clli
ent,
Do held by the present incum=

(g)—Does not arise so long the post is ] :
bent. When the vacancy will occm%he clgims of all _su1tablc persons Wi
be considered and the most suitable man will be app_omted-

"Maulayvi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : Isitnota fact th. ,
no such post as Additional Superintendent in this Estate before t

s
at there W27
1e creatiol

of this post ? g are
"The Hon’ble Mr., FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: I am not o
of that. , . ke
Mailavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : will the Hon’ble Minister ta
it from me that there was no such post ? .. the
.. The Hon’ble Mr, FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : What 15
inf Government ? che

purpose of giving such information to ‘ - 7
I Ma‘“l"g’i GgHYASUDDIN AHMED : Because the reply Is tha}ili ;
officer was departmentally promoted to that post. If there was no suc
how could he be promoted to a superior post ? e
The Hon’blg Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : There must P
A t
D: Will he take it from me t?a
; promOtion does not arise ‘! .
AHMED : Supposing on

ost

been a post. ;
Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHME

there was ho such, post, and so the question of
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI

is created what is the harm.
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?ﬁiaulasé (QI{Y;\SX“I‘I)}N ABMMED : Will th: Hon'ble Minister give
me a hvpothetical answer, Sie 7 There is no question of suppcosition, I
want to know shethe;

The Iﬁlmf’liio Mo, I'\I\HRI‘I)I\ ALI AHMED: Such appoint-

ment was nade becanse gl w.as necessity for it

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May [ inform the Hon'ble
Minister that when Maulavi A, Rahman was the Manager of this Estate,
a post of Supenntendent was created, and  this man was declared unfit

for holding that posg ?

The Hon’ble Mr., FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The hon.
member 18 more awars of the sccrets of the administration than I am.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN ANIMED : Will the Hon'ble Minister take
n;}‘ statermoent andd act ac O “:;‘; e by ¥

The Hon'ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: When the hon.
member 15 more aware of the secr~ts of administration what is the necessity
(pr secking ﬁl&ﬂnl’!&s.,!‘.fgnm L“.'zk‘( this i

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I enquirs what Babu
Durga Kumiar Muketjee was do e before he was appointed Additional
Supminh'wit‘ni ol the Bijni 1.3 \\‘!,"-..:‘, Fstate ?

The Hon'ble Mr. FAKIIRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Iam not aware
of his ac tivities before he was appointed to this office.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD ,&f\;’],,u) ALI: No question of activiues.
Is this the way of answering questions, Sir? I have good respect for the
Hon’ble Minister’s Fnelish learning, and his metaphorical way of answering
questions.  But let him come straight to the question.  May 1 know from
the H.(m’l;lv Minister, whether he is aware that there were as many as four
experienced graduates working as Dihi oflicers in different Tahsils, and
onc of them could have been given that appoinunent,

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: I have not
been able to follow the purpoese for which these questions are pursued,
I might tell the hon. imembers that this appointiient was not made by me.

The Hoan’ble the SPEAKER: [ think the Hon'ble Minister means
that the appointment was not made by this Government.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: It was done by the Districe
Magistratc. )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What is the use of knowing what was
the man doing before he was appointed 2 The Government which made
the appointiment is not in office. . -

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: It is the District Offiger
that makes these appointments, Sir. ) .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : And I think they require approval
of the Government. : ] . ‘

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: My intention is to know
whether they are going to pursuc the same policy.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I'hat does not appear from the

uestion. ‘

T Maulavi MUBAMMAD AMJAD ALI:  Mr. Speaker, Sir, from the
intention of the questioner it is ClCﬂl‘.fhE-lt. there is s.orr?e amount .of yp.
employment and that children of the district and coming from withip the

zamindari—I  mean local gradunlcs——and un;mployed people must be
given preference. This gentleman has served for over 55 years. He s

above 75 years now, and how is it that he 18 still going strong and efficient .
whereas there are four expericnced «¢raduates working as Dihj Naibg i‘
the Estates, any one of whom would have served better. 1 do not Ik ©

. . o t
with what intention this gentleman has been retained, know
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. The Hog’ble thg SPEAKER : The Hon'ble Minister | i }
.‘HSWC‘" that. if a man is found to bec going strone At d e it e ble. he
is retained in service. T ng and is quitz capable, he
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: Mav T ks hetl !
‘ ~ " L4 1025 % [&!‘.:1'”‘:’ 45{'

was.ex:xmmcd, after he attained the age limnit
efficiently to run his outdoor duties then ?
) The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUODIN ALT ANMED: Sir, i
giveén ])3.! the Government is very clear in this , , I i i o !’(‘MT;
that there is a demand from the locality zL..:r-\j 75‘ o e o h’ 'Mi””'umi
Preference. Tue Government have also r:"z!.{r]i.r: ]‘ Lu“‘" &” 1“3‘“ ” i:"j 5 }.’fﬂ"«f"“
vacancy, such demands will be taken o ce ‘:x'"n.gru-:’ uk-*!-?f 5 fl\ W
membecr has not been able to convince me, cithes by represc: e
the floor of the House that therc s ARV € L (or
sarvices of this man should be dispensed with N o

Manlavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Am

as he has reached the age limit, Government are going
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: [ do not know

N:‘ l'l‘;,'\".v n;.}!e;,”“ Oor on
demanding  that the

I to understand that
, to make him retire ?

if he can be made to retire.
Maulavi MUI{AMMAD AIVIJAD ALI: What arc the conditions or
terms under which he was appointed ?
FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: 1 wish the hon.

The Hon’ble Mr.
ed such information in his question.
Minister says that

member had want
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: '['he Hon’ble
he is not prcpared to answcer 'th's question in view of the fact that the
hon. member did not want this information in his question.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Has he not used the word
‘term’ ? May 1 know the terms under which he was .’lm)r)int«:(l.
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Fle must have
Government cannot dispensc
be

under certain conditions and

of the officer unless and until sorme specific allegations can

and the hon. member takes responsibility for doing so-
as beel

been appointed
with the services
made against him

Maulavi GH
stated that Government sc¢¢ 1o objection to
officers with mMOorc than 30 years’ scivice provided
efficient. Are Government prepared to follow the prin
D

to the officers under the Government of Assam !
The Hon

‘ble Mr. FAKHI_{UDDIN ALl AHMED :
ment servants there are prescrlbcd rules and Government have
decided whether these rules are to be changed.

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN ABMED : Governm
by Fundamental Rules. There are no such rules as far as rnemagemt'snt .
the Courts of Wards are concerned.  May I know whether Government ar
h rules in their case ?
The Hon - FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :

. the case of Court of Wards’ officers.

HANUDDIN AHMED: May I know how the Gover?”
Jve the unemployment problem 3

AKER : This is a big question.
will the Government d'ellY
ted under any Conditlons

retaining the
they continue
ciple with

to b€
rch“'d

IFor the Govcrﬂ;
not Y€

There arc no

g to so
sble the SPE
Maulavi MUHAMMAD {-\MJAD ALI:
that Babu Durga Kumar Mukerjee was 1.0t appoin

or terms nor for a0y fixed period ?
s N ensble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Iam prep?

to enquire.

The Hon

red

YASUDDIN AHMED : In reply to (¢) it h
services of

ent servants are guidcdf
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ilolidavs, ete., in the Assam Government Press

Maulavi JAHHANUDDIN AHMED asked:

=229 c Teit 4 fact that on Friday, the Muslim employees of the
Assam Gosvernment Precs are  allowed only one and a half-hour as is the
prac tice i other G -rivnent offic-s for IMHMB’..% l‘!"\\'('l’ b .’

T o, will Government be pleased to state the reason why
this particular cliss of cmployees are d=prived of availing the usual half an
hr)“t' “n"f‘".‘.?r.*”" [ Tl 3 ‘

$230. ‘51 Ar~ Goverivraent aware that one and half-hour time is hardly

suffici-nt | . Praver © and the Muslim employees

get no time to tal rent on Friday sfter the © Jumma Prayer”?
1) (€ i ) e [0 allow two hours \ﬁ'O!ll 12-30 to
2-30 p.m.) includinge usual half, break-time on Friday, in the case of
Mushm cmplovees in the Government Press ?
l.. frend 3 (R ?
#9301, (4 Isit 4 fact that the Secconal Muhammadan holidays have
gince been convertod mto eeney lhidavs
by It so, why such holidavs are treated as sectional holidays in
the Governm-nt Press on th~ oceasions of Id-ul Fitr, ld-uz-Zaha and
Muharram
Do Gov=riunent  proposes (0 1ssue Necessary orders in this
direcction allowing uch b ‘.L&“,i,n‘\; veneral h\'\“\ld}‘.\f in the Government

Press in future
The Hon’ble Pabuo KAMINI KUMAR SEN replied:

229 (a) Yes, 12-30 to 2 p. m.

(b) —T'he br-ak-time 1 to 1-30 p. m., comes in the middle of the
time for the Friday prayv-r.  Government have not deprived anybody  of his
break-time, and there has been no complaint to this effect.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May I know, Sir, what is the
time granted for ¢ Jumma Pravers ™ in all other oflices ?

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: In the Secretariat, Sir,
itis from 12 to 2 p.m. .

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AMMED: Is it not reducing the half-hour
break time of the Press cmployees, for 14 hours is given to them as compared
with the two hours eiven in other oflices ? OO

The Homn’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I will give the reply to
that under question No.230.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN ASIMED : May I have the reply to my

estion, Sir ? .

u 'I‘he’ Isii)n"lble Babu K AMINI ‘KUNIA_:R SEN 2 It 1s not exactly reduyc-
ing half an hour, Sii. In the Shillong Secrctariat ﬁfhc time allowed for
¢« Jumma prayer” is from 12 to 2 p.m. and in ot‘lcllbl offices \1~t 1s from 12-30 to
2 pom. In reply to the next question I halvc tric ] to answer the question.,

Tha Homwhle the SPEAKER: I would ask the hon. member to caj
out the next question.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: In that case I shall have difg.

culty in following the answers, Sit P

YThe Hon’b%e ihe SPEAKER: Very well, but I think these Supple-
mentarics arisc more properly under the next question.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May I know the reason
preak-tiiic is allowe ]l to employecs of the Press every day ? iy
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The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : lreak-time is given for

recreation and refreshment.
= Ij\'Iau]avi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Isit allowed in all other offices
SO

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Yes, Sir.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Is not break-time allowed to
the Press employees under the Factory Laws ?

The Hon °ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN :  Yes, it may be.
 Mawlavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: So, docs it not follow that
in the case of the Press employees here this hreak-time ot allowed 7

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : -d, Sir. But
that time comes in the middle of the time for Fridav praver.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: As the Hon'ble Minister has
replied, may I know whether the “ Jumma Prayer 7 time 1s considered 19
be for recreation ? Q '

The Hon’ble Babhu KAMINI KUMAR SEN :  No, Sir.

| Pe R ¢

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN replied:

230. (d), {/}/ 211"1(1 (_5)""(;fi‘-"’!HHH"N( will r'vswgu'irﬂr-s the @Nu;.ﬂ ysal. Iv

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: With reference to the T€P7

given to Mr. Amjad Ali’s ([U.‘?‘?‘-i‘ﬂl, may I know, Sir, whether the ¢ _I}llr!l‘f!’)‘r
. . to be I

Prayer ” time that is allowed to the Press emplovees is considered

the purpose of recreation also ? . this
The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: The position is F05
Sir. The usual time allowed for ¢ Jumma Prayer 7 is from 12-30 to 2 p-

: > e rere-
stance {rom the SCCI

But owing to the small number of mosques and their d: the
tariat, the Secretariat employees were allowed hall an hour more for il
purposc that 1s from 12 a.m. to 2 p.m. In all other i,];u:(-s the time . 15 .\:Il'l;
from 12-30 to 2 p.m. This extension of time to the Sccretariat }C.wc
ployees was granted in 1936. As regards the P:ess employces we 1]1‘i011
received no complaint, but as the hon. member has drawn thc atter

of the Government in this matter, Government will consider the P!’”Dt)sa . he

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: My question, Sir, 1s wh(‘,:thCItiInC
time that is allowed for ¢ Jumma Praycr  is regarded as recreation

Pl

given to the Muhammadan employees : ‘ . [ recred”
The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: No question o Lin the
tion arises. In all other places the usual recreation period falls with
time allowed for the © Jumma Praycr i chat the
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: AmlI to uprndcrStand ‘
t for the ¢ Jumma 7 is not considered as recreation ! J—
lmeTc;:e Hon"g)le Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I have already ans
t question, Sir. L. - ma
ed th&a?l]avi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: The timing for the ‘guor?thc
Prayer allowed to clerks of the Secretariat is 2 hours, but in the CElShalf an

Press employees it 1s only one hour and a half. May I know why

ur been cut down ? . w-
hour’l?l?(sa' Homn’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : The usual tim¢ allgith
ed éve:rywhere else is 12-30 to 2 p.m. That was also the Practflcfin the
regard to the Secretariat employees. But on a representation r(z L hree
Secretariat employeces the time was extended by half an hour abou
yeaf'sl\/[zla'gi(:l.avi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALL: Is the Hon’ble Ministel C,O,n?
vinced that two hours are actually required for saying ¢ Jumma Prayers _id

Che Honble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : I have already 57
that Government will consider the matter, ,

-
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Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Am 1 to take it, Sir, that the
Press emplovees will gret two hours
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think no further question need be
put.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: In place of two hours it
i 2 hall hours, becan i hour is required for refresh-

|

should be two and '
ment ,Mu»ﬁ other thunes 1-.38 18 lowoud v the Factory laws.

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: All that Government
can do is to make the tim- exzctly similar o that which has been granted to

the Secrecariat cinplos ces It will not be possible to extend the time beyond

ixes Bsalf
ISC 3848

T hs 27 &
i

two hours.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN
Factory Law the cmplovees are
every lour ;

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: [ am not aware of it,

AHMED: [Isita fact that according to
cntitled to half an hour break-time after

Sir. .
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALL: Would not the Hon'ble
Minister consider the desirabiluy of granting halt an hour more tor refresh-
ment in addition to two hours for *° Jumma Praver ™

The Hon'ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I don't think Sir, that

will be possible. 1 may however, consider the qu-stion,

The Hon’'ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN replied ;

231. (a)- -Yes.

(b)-—In the Press only the holidays declared under the  Negotiable
Instruments Act are sanctioned as closed holidays ; the rest are Il\)l;;-(‘l\;i(‘”({
of which 6 communal holidays are granted (o every Press cmplovee. -\(i(ii\
tional holidays are grant= provided the state of work permits. The 1\‘iin'im:
of the employces has "l““‘_.\'f been ~considered when granting these t‘i'md
Muslims have never beenrelused their own communal holidays, ’

(c)- —Doecs not arisc,

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED . May
Hon’ble Minister mean by non-closed holidays ? '
The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: The holidays (i
been declared as holidays under the Negotiable Instruments Act
as closed holidays and the rest of the holidays are termed
days. As I have rc],)ll.c.gi, il the work permits, they may
for the whole day but if the work docs not permit then the
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Then ar

these holidays are not at all holidays ?

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: ~
are not holidays for all purposes. SEN:  Non-closed holid

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : May we know the tot
of such non-closed hoiidays ? .

The Hon’ble Bab1_1 KAMINI KUMAR SEN :
the number of such holidays.

[ know what doeg the

at have
are knowp
as non-closed holj-
absent themselves
y cannot do g,

¢ we to understang that
<
ays

al Numbey

I cannot cxactly tqqp
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sngs . HA .
there are six section: ]I;I,UPDIN AFMED: 11
ment that these s - wlidavs and it | 8 Then Sir, i
I understand fr sectional holidays will gl sy declarcd S understand
W]” s e o i({fn the Hon’ble \I':E e observed a o ~-—‘. ) C!-_; (iovern-
The Hof:;:;glllf:dB;xs general he n?;;ﬁ“f’“ whether the Pl 3 wys.  May
(S ; MILIAAVS to the 5 i 1v.el Faeadieda
S RKAMINT KUMAR SEN:  As T haw | holidays
e . finsve .‘,‘:M], Niﬂ',

the Press empl
: oyees can :
if they have Ix)m J‘;;‘fbf«m absent themselves
work. Government .,;iﬂp during those scctional holid
1t will certainls _sectional  holidays
rtanly grant thct . ol
} hemn pe mission.
||':H»§f‘:'>:l,shll

al holidays

Maulavi JAH
e sectional holid: IN AHMED : Then Sir
will ?Il‘f be availed by ”"—"1'},5 wiich have b ir, am 1
e Hon’bl ” ress cmplo ces 2 n declared as 3
Muhammadan ¢ © Pl KAYVH&.‘;’};;*;' :
G an cmployees wish NI KUMAR SEN: Y
ovi;uncnt will f—iivc'”“‘,m ish to absent them SEN : e
aulaVi AH oy I”t,r“”ff"%‘ul'u. o nseives On titase davs
it ? JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Only 1l o 1
The Hon’ble B ’ nly the = uhammadans W
1 abu ARATN Ans W
Othe;\;ca;;ns may chose to ﬁ{i?:?,"\}l KUMAR SEN: Y i
a . II’ < sent themselve:s - # b cs, i .
Comrnﬂat'l V;IJA NUDDIN A}iMI'” lv on f‘:;!l.ffl,‘&u(.j ! becaust
unity thesc }l()lldzzys have beer e ¢ Mav i N
2 ccn rescrve ) & N '
The Hon ble Babu KAMINI ! d
t for all communitics. KUMAR SEN: Thesc
MUhammada”S and IISI !}HMF‘D: AMay T know, how .
yw manv of themn for < o w, how many ol (hem
J 11 or other (In!ll!nn“i[i“\‘ ",)

If the
then

ill ;;c*t
OCCAsI0NS

Sir, for which

holidays a7¢

for

are for
The Hon’ble Babu KA .
munity but I\’Tu});,l;Mnirll\I KUMAR SEN: The holiday
adans as well Hindus, ¢an ':) o ;‘“.l(l: 1%
= < *1joy u s1X
volume

every coIn
ﬁlus such other holid
| olid:
1aays that may be ]')"rnli[t('(l by tl
) . s 1¢

days each
and natur€ of work at the Press
Maulavi MUHAMMAD -
. : A
are 12 holidays 1! aggregate. MJAD ALI: Then,
The Hon’ble Bz b
Muhammadans may n’:’t‘;)rc]f{f?F/IINI KUMAR SEN: < sic
s hOHdaystI‘()rdPIindu fCS[ivaiS 0'{}1}:&'1”_ thernselves o the il()]’i(l’l‘vl; ’
the indus ma s - They may ofe . _ liday
‘holidays the employeesyof’ :l(l)l CC]:OS(.: thC_lr own J)l:;)l(icizat)}?;:ll ?;\f‘” (}S,(-;C“(ma
reference ;s generally given t;m;jnumti(,s L atitied to enjo QS.I'I(;?—'
the community to whom -.l}iJC yfo:i‘,;}

cerns.
many days’ nolidays i* would be mNaIg:rlc) ?L}: Then, may 1 kno¥ 1
] Hon’ble Babu KAM) ggregate ?
he holidays thlavfI'NI KUMAR SEN : I have aerﬂdy
are dedlared under the Ncgotiab]c Ins- *
. holi-

I understand there

the
which
] holi-

C 0sC
s but
con-

1OW~

ﬁcplied, Sir, that t
truments Act are known as closed holidays and
days- JAHAN vs and the rest are non-c.osc¢
Maulav'i ] UDDIN AHN
days has been declared as generaﬁx%‘nz Sir, some of the sectional holi~
been declared 2 general holidays ? idays. May I know which of them P&
The Hon’ble Babu KAMI.
- hich of them has be NI KUMAR SEN:
as been turned into general hO{i(](jl(})’S not exaCtlY
ow, Sir, whethe® the
not

rerrlerlflber e
I ' - 5 b H :

3 sectlonatt}’éog?;};sc:"nhlfh were C(l::fe]?t: d May I kn

~ & 4 - 1% c =

Eoyees spepially on 12{1?3 %cz:réz,l;?ons

) : SEI O

; wed 0o
=l '?;h,a, and Muharram ?

1 holidays were
£ Jdul Fitr 2%
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- , " — . > QEN » i ion 1s

Fhe Hon'ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: My mf‘“”"_”“l h

thag o} i i : y it% 3 iy Press emplovees who ask for them

but if the 5000 .o - i mifie snstance where such prayer has
. & %31 i 33 ! 3 » 3] i=1 SERSR.A

been refuscd thwer: 1

€

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May 1 inform the Hfln hl({
Minister thoe + tv sretonal holidavs which were converted into genera

holidays ware ot allovwad to the Prosg crmiplayecs by the .\ui\r'rm'lc‘nd(‘nt. of
the Prees

3

Ty

The iIon’hh- Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I have already “(‘I“h(“d

Si!’, that if thie oo ~ 1IN «precific i“’”-‘““c! then will
Inquire,

= - & _
Kukurmara Timber Company, Limited and Messrs. Himatsingka
Timber, Limited

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AH MED

asked

®232. (a) Is it

1t t tiiat one N{r Flinamsinegka was ordered h} the
previous Government 0 remove buildin s erected by him on a plot of land
belonging to the Forest Depoargm

nent in the Kukurmara Forest Depdt in the
district of Kameup . .
b1 I so, will Government be pleased to state i€ the said order
has been carrvied out 2

c) Will Government |

be pleased to state if Mr. Prabhudayal
I“n].;(ailn_{l..t ol 31 Guariahaoa Road, Claleutta, has any mterest in those
buildings ?

dy Is it atact that 4 Company stvled ** Kukurmara Timber

Company, Limited ™ has been stavted by indigenous people to carry on
timber business in Kukurmara and other depaots within the district of
Kamrup ?

(e) Is it a tact that some of the share-holders of the said Company
were served with a notice by the Deputy Conservator of Forests, K'-lml‘up,

threatening black-listine and ey wetion trom forest depdts on account of their
rivalry with Himatsinegka Timber business ?

(/) Isit afuct that at the instance of an employee of Mr. Himat-
singka some of the leading gentlemen ot the locality who are also share-
holders of the Company have been proceeded against under section 107 of
the Criminal Procedure Code ?

(g) If so, will Government be pleased to state
sccond party and the result of the proceedings ?

(/) Is it a fact that on some allegations,
sioner, K::unrup, has also issugd w;u*ning notice
two respectable Mauzadars of the locality ?

‘ () If so, will Government be pleased to state

the names of the

ons, the Deputy Commiys-
i this conuection against

the contents
’ of th:
notice ? 1at

(7) Tsit a fact that Mr. Prabhudayal Himatsingka of Calcutiy ;
one of the proprictors of the Timber business carried on in the nxa.lné 'S
Himatsingka and Company and also one of the proprictors of (e l‘th'(:f
Electricity, Limited ? ‘

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA replied :

232. (a)—Yes.

(6)—No. An appecal for cancellation of that order g "
L. _. . ndep th
consideration of Government. e
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(c)—Yes, as a shz

T b = cs, as a share-holder an g

T " =Y, > c~-holder and dir ~ e )

imber Limited. d director of Messrs. Himatsingka

(d)—Yes.
-~ . (e)—No, this 15 not a fact T Jivisi !

‘}\,‘:zmrup, issued a general warning ums‘”’ﬂ : T Dlwaians)  Forey CERGR,
.‘qukurl;flara, including Messrs. Him u&.(,ixq.i;,. ‘41"}'5”'3-'“ tors using the depot at
interfering with any other 1;;:1'“,-:% %-u':lﬂ i ..””;Yf:m{"{;'msz”i' that any party
methods wuukJ, be black-listed. Since 12,1-‘i.1_,”,‘ ,EQ‘I '--w“}’% - or other unfair
no troubls. The warning was 1ssued pri«;r ::,m g”z;; -*“;,:‘bnaj-d* i“'{‘“: EH;\ “:"‘“

] « mation o the ukur-

mara Company.
(f)—Yes.
(g)—The names of .
5/ > names o the second Arty « i :
e > second party arc given i ¢ ‘ i
on the table. I y arc given in a statement laid
The first party did not : . : 5 i3
. 1 P 7 ot appear on 10th February, 1939 fixed his
evidence and the proceedings were dropped on that T by the M or :
on the gl’()UIld that there was probably no likelihood of breach of | .
) rea —

STATEMENT PLACED ON THE TABLE IN R EPLY T .
e T Y 8 iy s b3 3 W i ” . 10O) \I\I{I{I;I)
QUESTION No- 232 (g) ASKED BY MAULAVI GHYASU ST IN
AHMED, . L. A YASUDDIN

1. Srijut Gajendra Ch. Bora.
9. Srijut Anandiram Kalita.
3. Srijut Radhi Mahajan.

4. Srijut Gongadhar Dalai.
5. Srijut Muktaram Mali.

6. Srijut Kaliram Mahajan.

7. Srijut Ara

binda Das.

g. Srijut Baliram Kalita.

ad (i)—No- A copy of the letter that was issued is placcd on

(%) 2
7 t C. .

the Library 1Mr. prabhudayal Himatsingka of Calcutta is a sh
-~ 1 director of both Messrs. _Hlmatsmgka Timber, Limited and the
and 1.rf_:t mited. There is no such firm as Himatsingka and Compaﬂ}"
Electricity, O “1¥ASUDDIN AHMED: May Iknow when the appe®

ﬁl?;(; 2 d how long it will take to dispose of the matter ?
was 2 Hon’ble thi{ SPEAKER : I think this matter was discusse

otion the other day- " -

cut Ir;{han Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May 1 knoW on
i Government ordered Mr. Himatsingka to rerﬂovc

¢ that

211‘c-holdcr
jorbat

don?

- Huilding® * <o
his b fron’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : I want notice ©

»gt1011- » .
quest1 < Babaduar Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: How long before the

Ministry assumed office was that order of removal passed ?
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  This is practically the same question.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Waore the buildings
removed

The Hon'ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: [ think not.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Was any action
taken by the present Government to have the buildings removed as ordered
by the previous Governme nt
ATII BRAHMA: The reply is there.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPN
| ‘ I we thought it proper to stay the order till

Since the recript of the app-al o

further order alter local enguiry

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI May 1 know the date
on which this petition of appeal wa ceived by this Government ?

The Hon'’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: 1 have replied to
t’ll!t i!u?-ﬂ. It was some t“”“ﬁi;_ A0

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May I know the date on
which this appecal was received by this Government ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER - Sometime ago. He

exact date,

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Can he give an
mate date ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : It was some months

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: \Will
months ?

The Hon'ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA :
may be some 2 or 3 months,

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Was any
the heaving of the appeal ?

cannot give the
;1pproxi—

: agn.
it be about SiX

Less than that. 7

date fixed for

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATIH BRAHMA : No, Sir,

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: What was the

g re:
for not fixing a date ! cason

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : I thought it -
go personally to the place for an cnquiry. Pcr o

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Did the Hon'hle 4. .
have an opportunity of passing that way on his way back from the dl_hls!e,-
of Goalpara ? 1Strice

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : When
that way I did not reccive this appeal.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALL: Did the |

I
haq Passeq

i : it of on’h .
ter think it proper to inspect the buildings on receipt of the appeal l)eet-l\/hnis‘
. 1t}
The Hon’ble Srijut RUOPNATH BRAHMA : Yes, but : lon ?
time. Ko .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: All tl,lC SUPI?Ement_ary Quegss:
up to now give the impression that the Hon ble Minister is bein SUong Put
to Cross examination, I cannot allow it.

_ Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: We take pj
Minister, but he must give a correct reply.
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Maulavi Saiyi i ]

: Saiyid Sir MUHAMNMIAI j U - T} :
cross examination, ir. We simply waut ;!vjﬂ[f":;‘if/)vﬁ. ;I'[””\ : ‘I here is nO
pctltl()n ()f app(:;zl e “](’[l and azn;~ i ,H“;‘j,‘; jrains it that although NS

',1 .
N imvister ~c 3 1 he
L S - v that ro.ad RE

did not see the buildings, and the buildings are just o the i g
Tha Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ think, 1l e has been sufficient] e
out. RS e sufficiontly 1made

(Several voices) : No, no.
Th? Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : [ can definitely say
that I dld not pass that way after the receipt of this appeal. it
Az ,‘\f_gf,- I know

Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL

Maulavi
when the Hon’ble Minister passed that way :
The Hon’ble Siijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : On iy return from
ra I came by that way ‘ -
gnw!l”l

tour in Goalpa . V.
Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : \What

was that ?
The Hon’ble.Sf'ljut‘RUPNA'I'II BRAHMA : During my first tour.
Sal}’ld Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : ]‘(iu not know

Maulavi
when that was-

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : It may bein October
last.

Me. KEDARMAL.B.RAK{MIN= Is there any other house in the
ncighbourhood of that building 7

(Several voices): No.

ik KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: May [ know if a petition was filed

sted persons and it was in connection with that petition that
ordered the removal of the building ?

by som= intere

.vious Government
B PTC X dur Maula.vi KERAMAT ALI:

Can it not be pre-”

the petition of some

an )
sumed that the orders must nha.vx: been passed on
interested person P (Laughter).
(No reply).

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

o which answers were laid on the table)

(t

Visits paid by the Hon’ble Ministers to different places
N MD. CHAUDHURY asked :

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDI
. sernment be pleased to state— i
265. WIHTCh;g;umber of visits paid by cach of the Hon’ble Ministers 12
(a) each of the districts of the Province of Assam during i
last 3 months ? ple
(b) The travelling allowance drawn by each of the Ho® *
" Ministers in the course of the last 3 months ? de
(o) Isit afact *hat two of the Hon’ble Ministers of Assam atteM pe
( the Jute Restriction Conference held at Calcutta duriﬂg
' said period P . . of
(dy Tt > 1ot that from Bihar, only the Minister-in-chal8°
: Agriculture attended the said Conference ?
Minister—in~charge of Medical

Q) 1sit a fact _that the Hon’ble :
travelcllef} to the Presidency © o

fIVIadI‘ZlS during the sa

perio
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Is 1t 2 fact that he travelled in 2nd class and had drawn
travelhing allowance of Ist ¢lass ?

266. o Is it . bact tl Mreo Desai, to oo s, accompanied the Hon’ble
Revenue Minister 1o et in conncction with the proposed legislation of
5&7”%(‘& Tenancy Act

A Ts it o tace that Mre. Desai, 1. ¢. s., visited Svlhet some months
ago for the same tnrssion

267, a0 1ait 4 facr that th- Hon'ble Revenue Minister visited the
Surma V.llev Disericts and sulxlivisions 8 times daring last 3 months ?

boods it a fact that he does not understand the vermacular

]aﬂk‘ijll.u('r (311 QE‘;F u"‘vrﬁ, (543 off o

S

The Hon'ble Mer. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AMNMED replied :
265. (a) ansd ¢ A statement is laid on the table—

Neo. of visits

paid by the Amount
Haon ble NMinistera istrices Hon'ble  Minis- drawn as
ters during  iast travelling
3 months allowance
1 2 3 4

Rs. a. p.

How’ble Prime Minister

oo Kamrup .. 2 603 8 0
Sibsograr 2
Nowgong : 1
Lakhimpur 1
Naga Hills . 1
Garvo Hills 1 :
Hon’ble Ministor of Fxcise  Svlhot > 1 651 14 0
and Agriculture. Cachar 1
Nowgong 1
Sibsagar - 2
Lakhimpur 1
Darrang 1
Hon’ble Minister of Tndus-  Nowgong 1 484 7 9
tries. Sibsagar 1
Sylhet 2
Hon’ble Minister of Forests Nowgong 1 573 12 o
Sibsagar 2
T.akhimpur 1
Kamrup o 1
Darrang 1
Hon’ble Minister, Finance Sylhet 1 499 5
and Revenue. Tachar 1
Kamrup — 2
Goalpara 1
Hon’ble Minister, Medical Nowgong 1 264 g
Sibsagar - 1 0
1.akhimpur e 1
Kamrup oo 1

(¢)—No.
(d) Yes.,



1 ~ - ey e
178 QUESTIONS [3rD APR.

(e)—Yes.
( ‘,)__:\T’. c ravelle 1re . B
accordingl‘f} . He travelled first class and drew travelling allowance
Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Mav I know....-+

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ appeal to this House hi
qudqqtlorl has been already before the }meui ﬂ ri 115:;;«}&1: )i,:.‘ill(]ltif ::Zr:xit:ll;i
;)éa;g:ary decorum and the dignity of the House to go over this matter
IY.Iaulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI®*: I just want to point
out, Sir, that I took upon myself to challenge that the statement Was
incorrect, while it has bzen put down in the reply as correct. S

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Ifthe Hon' ble Minister doss not wish
to take up the challenge I cannot compel him to do so.

' .Mau_lavi BADARUDDIN AHMED?*: [ wish to ask the Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge some questions.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
but he can put the question to the Hon’ble the

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI*:
this question is asked the Hon’ble Minister goes out ?

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE* : Isit nota fact that on
other day he replied to all these questions ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, he did.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied :
ct that Mr. Desai :1(:(‘mnp:mi(:d me to Sylhet in

rence of landlords and  tenants called in order 9
as possible for the proposed amendment 0

The Hon’ble Minister has gone out,
Premier.
How is it that each tme€

an-

266. (a)—Itis a fa
connection with a Confe
find out as extensive a basis

Sylhet Tenancy Act.
(b)—TIt is a fact that he visite
of the previous Government for a similar purpose.
Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED* : May I know from the Hon

Forest Minister what places he visited during his last tour ? )
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED* : 1 think, Sir,

full information as to the Hon’ble Ministers’ tours was _s'upplicd other f‘r

in reply to a question asked by the hon. member Sryut Rohini K.umz‘c

Chaudhuri, and n. member to the list attached to th
2

d Sylhet in April Iast at the instanc¢
‘ble

I would refer the ho
What was the nature of the

repl}i\.’laulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED* :
workTile Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED*: That was also
mentioned.
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied :
267. (a)—No.
AHBAB CHAUDHURY: May I

(b)—No.
3 HAMMAD .
Maulavi Dewan MUMinister whether he paid 2 visit to Sunamgal

ask the Hon’ble Revenue ¢
duri his last tour :
Subd’]l.‘\ﬁil ﬁone{:ﬁeng:. EZli?s‘AKI-IRUDDIN ALIX AHMED* :

SO.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD {&HBAB CE‘IA
ask him whether he addressed any meetings there !
SCE R, S * Speech not corrected,

Yes, Sir, I did
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The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED* : Yes, Sir.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: May
I know in what language he addressed the meetings ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It has already been stated that he
spoke in Hindustani and that for those people who did not understand

Hindustani his specch was translated into Bengali.
Improvement of Agricultural holdings

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked:

268. (a) Is the Hon'ble Minister of Agriculture aware that the problem
of improving holdings by small drainage and embankment schemes,is more
acute than any other agricultural pml;l‘:m in Assam ? i

(6) Do Government propose to make a survey and plan for taking

2

up this project :
The Hon'ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS replied:

268. (a)—Yes.
(b)—The ‘question of improving
engaging the attention of Government.

agricultural holdings is already

Travelling allowance of Gazetted Officers

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked

269. Will Government be pleased to state the amount of travelling
allowance the Government had to pay to the Gazetted officers for their
transfers during the course of last 3 months ?

The Hon’bie Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied :

269.—The total amount of travelling allowance drawn by Gazt;t;ed
Officers for their transfers during the three months ending Fc'brua-ry,‘19. f 13
Rs.4,485-10-0. It may however be possible that all bills relating to «nap; 5
during this period have not yet been paid and some having been pard 1n
March, 1939 have not yet come to the notice of the Comptroller, Assam.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May I know how
many officers were involved in these iransfers ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI:
position to give the number butif the Khan Bahadur is ans

information I will give it to him later.

I am not In a
cious to get the

ReSamrick Singha, a Havildar of Silchar
Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked :

270. (a) Are Government aware that one Samrick Singha, a Havildar @f
Silchar has been posted at.Silchar for the last 18 years ?
b) 1If not, will Government be pleased to state the jposting places
of the Traffic Havildar during the last 18 ‘years
{(c) For .how long he has been serving at Silchar ?

*Speech -not-corrected.
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, (d) Is it a fact that he accompanics the Superintendent of Police
wherever he gocs on tour ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied:
270. (a), (b) and (¢)—He has been at Silchar as a Trafiic duty head
constable for the last 16 years including periods of leave and deputation for
training to Calcutta. A statement giving the periods of his service at
Silchar is placed on the Library table. ‘

o (d)—It is not a fact. Th:
Divisional Inspector do however take him on occasions with them on

for checking traffic control dutics.
Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY*: May I ask the

1 the Government that he 18

Sng,t'rimc'wit'w of Police and the
tour

Hon’ble Premier whether there is a contract witl
not to be transferred from that place ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOi*: I take objection
to that question. He has been kept there on grounds of public service.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHA UDHURY*: Am I to under-
stand that in the whole Department Government has not got any Havildar
as efficient as he is 7

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI*: Thatis a matter
of opinion.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY™* :
principle in putting this officer in the place for 18 yecars ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI*:
not 18 years and the number of traffic duty head constables
in this province.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY*: Am I to under-
stand that there is no other Havildar available in the whole of the province

to occupy his place there if he is transferred to some other pl
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI*:

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALL: May I ask “‘C-H"n’iﬂcf-
Premier to give the benefit of the long experience of this officer in ot

ts of i ? ler). .
parts of the province : (loud laug hter) ARDOLOL: T don’t know why the

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH B _
this particular Havildar.

May I know the

It is 16 years and
is not many

ace ?

I do not know

that.

hon. member is so anxious about

re settlement of Chaulkhowa_Toll Bridge wliit‘t
m Das superseding the claims of an app

domiciled commaunity

Adjournment motion
Srijut Bhadra Ra

ant belonging to ;
er, Sir. I beg leave of

e House to discuss a

R ROUF: Mr. Speak
nt occur”

for the adjournment of th
portance and which is of a very rece

> does not app€d

Maulavi Syed ABDU
the House to move a motion
very urgent matter of public im
rence. ‘ ’

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The word ¢ recent

in the motion tabled.

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF: . :
now adjourn to discuss an urgent matter ol PpU 2 :
situation which has arisen out of the decision of the Government in gettllﬁg

ijjut Bhadraram Das superseding th¢

the Chaulkhowa Toll Bridge with one Sr

The motion is_that this House do
blic importance, piz.—1he

* Speech not corrected.
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claims of 2 member of the domiciled community—Srijut Chandi Prasad
Mahajan who had been the lessee of the last year and had been the highest
bidder in this year's auction sale of the said bridge in the subdivision of
Barpeta in the District of Kamrup.

Now. Sir, I proceed to show how the matter is of urgent public impor-
tance and of recent occurrence.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member is to show what
situation has arisen. .

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF: I proceed to show that. This
Chandi Prasad Mahajan gave the highest bid in this year’s auction sale on
the 8th of March, 1939 and then when the bid was finished he was-asked to
deposit the choutha and the choutha was deposited accordingly.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :  What was the date ?

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF: On the 18th of March the choutha
was deposited and he managed to run the bridge fir the year and has
spent so much money in appointing servants and in making other arrange-
ments. Just when he got prepared for running the bridge for the year
1939-40, on the night of 27th March a rumour was heard in the town of
Barpeta that the Government from Shillong had cancelled that order. _That
created so much sensation amongst both the Assamese and dormcxle’c}
communities that even boys of tender age began shouting “fargaNa €2 283

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Did all these appear in newspapers ?

Manlavi Syed ABDUR ROUF: On the 30th morning wires were
sent to the Government but to no effect though at least two of the wires
were addressed to the Hon’ble Minister in charge. On the 3lst March at
about 5-30 p.m. Chandi Prasad Mahajan was fo ' the first time informed by
the Government that he was not to have the bridge for the year.

Chandi Prasad Mahajan had already spent a heavy amount and yet he
did not know that behind his back and behind the curtain the Government
had been planning to oust a member of the domiciled community from the
interest he had enjoyed for a long time. Chandi Prasad is rightly called
the backbone of the domiciled community of Assam. It may not be
admitted but it is well-known to the House that the local Assamese people
had been trying to oust Chandi Prasad from his field. And this has been
done by the Government order of 27th March, 1939 which reads thus:
« Government orders settlement of Choulkhowa Toll Brldgc 'thh BI}adr’a}-
ram Das of Barpeta town for Rs 0,650. Please take n_mnedlate action .
The conteats of this order were communicated to Chandi Prasad Mahajan
on the 31st March. :

Thus the domiciled community have been compelled to believe that
their interests and even their very existence are at s.take at the hands o.f the
present Government. During the settlement of excise shpps not a §1ng1e_
me.nber of that community has been given- any shop in the district of
Kam{‘lllﬁz- Hon’ble the SPEAKER: A}l these matters do not arise now.

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF : Then agau; Cl}andl Prasa(_ﬂ Maha-
jan was the highest bidder of this ycar and éhel_c wdutflfl Wa}S1 realised from
him and nobody believed that he would be epllwe rom the right he had
acquired. But without giving him a chance to show cause why the settle-
ment should not be cancelled, his settlement has been Cancelle(_i on the 27th
March and he has been informed on the 31st March. The situation which
has arisen out of this order of Government at least to the domiciled commun-
ity is of great and of grave concern. The deciCl]ed community think that
by this order their interest has beenjeopard.lse S

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I think, this will do,
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Maulavi :
vi Syed . ‘
wari communit)?ul' }:?D‘UR ??UF: Ancther thing is this.  If the Mar

Assam and the mightv Press [ror ' X a o al
cause, and I an ) : ghty Press from Calcutta tak :
think’i‘t wiIIl ‘l”n ]S“n' they will be quite right in taking up lh;: c:p thll’S

.z o very G e H, il - s caus
3 cad to a very serious situatian in this K‘"!‘““-‘incg. c,

The Hon’bl
e the SPEAKER : The | :
N A . 1 non. o 94 - : sryeakine o
COMntmgCncv. I think what the hon. foem ﬁ;:«; }mr l”i).f.ll' 15«.1117(‘;1}\11]!4}(;(:1 future
Mintster mav gav € . member has said will do. The ’
inister may say what he has got to say on the matter e Hon'ble

Maulavi 7 ..
purpose can bcsiffqu??fff ROUFE s &ir, 1 want only to say that the
e e served if the sovernment arc prepared to move in the

icter AL an early date and to reinstate Chandi Prasad as tl
tative of the domiciled community. a s

>

. The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir
it has been urged that this is a m: ] ic i ~ Pihink that
b 3 ged that this is a matter of public importance. I think that
: is Housc is not sitting here as a Court of Appeal. It is only a matter
tetween two individuals and that is certainly not a matter of public impor-
ance.

) Mr. KEDARI\IAL BRAHMIN: May I know whether an appcnl
lies on an order of Government ?

) The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: No appeal lies
against an order of Government. ‘Then, Sir, for the information of the
hon. members I would also like to state here that the facts are not as have

been stated or narrated by the mover.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: May I know,
Sir, if the Hon’ble Finance Minister can reply instecad of the Hon’ble Min-

ister in charge ?

FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : I think I can
finances of the province is concerned.

The Hon’ble Mr.
do so because the question of the

sple the SPEAKER: I think it would be better if the

The Hon
Public Works Department, replies.

Hon’ble Minister,

’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : As the queStim}

The Hon
lved I think I may be allowed to reply on behalf ©

of the finances is invo
the Government.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I shall hear what the Hon’ble

Financé Minister has to say first.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Then, Sir, it has
¢ have been following the policy of discrimina”

been said that the Governmen

tion. I categorically repudiate this allegation. We have not been following
any policy of discrimination. If we have given this lease to a particular
man, we have done so only on the ground that we have got Rs.100 morc
than the amount which was offered by the man on whose ‘behalf the motio™

has been moved.
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TO COMMISSIONER, SURMA VALLEY DIVISION

Secondly, this particular individual was given the lease last year and
later on he came forward with an application as a result of which remission
of Rs.1.000 was given to him. The awmount agreed to be paid by him for
the vear was Rs.8,750.  For these circumstances, the Government have bezn
convinced that if the lease were given again to the same man for Rs.8,750,
he would come forward with the vequest for an increased remission.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: The Hon’ble
Minister is going into the merits of the motion.

The Hon'ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Because the
merits were challenged and it was alleged that we have been discriminating
between one person and the other bidder. I have explained the circums-
tances undcr which the lease was given to the second person who has  also
actually given us more money than was offered by the person who has been
refused the lease.  As I Fave alveady said, thisis not a matter in which
public interest is involved. Itis a matter between two individuals, and in
view of the circumstances, which 1 have placed before you, I hope th House
will be convinced thatin giving this lease we have been wholly guided by
no other considerations than that of getting more money;,

Maulavi Saiyid ALDUR RQUF: Sir, the statement of the Hon’ble
Minister is entirely misleading.
The Hon'ble the SPFAKER: I want to know if the Hon’ble

Minister in charge has got anything to say.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: T have nothing
to add (laughter).

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I have heard the hon. member who
tabled the motion and also the statement on behalf of the G’O\’Crﬁxllent
I do.not think this natter is a matter of any public importance. Thié
matter relates to an administrative action of Government which concerns
one individual and although it has been stated in the notice that it affects
the community to which that individual belongs and also that a situatio
has arisen, I do not think that the hon member who has given natice r;
this motion has been able to make out that this has been so. Having rcqarod
to all these, I hold that the motion is not in order. S

NewsPaper Report Re Compensation to be paid to the

. e e @ co °
sicner, Surma Valley and Hill Division mmijs.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Mr. Speaker, §j. .,
to interrupt the busincss of the House on a point of mformation fro g ne
Ministry. There has been a publication 1n the Press that 5 certa; m the
has been received from the Secretary of State b‘{ this GOVCI‘nment‘
post of the Commissioner of the Surma Vablfy_has been abOlish
certain compensation has also been ordered to be gtven by this Govy ¢d ang
to that particular officer. Here is the newspager report.. Srament

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. membey need g
that, t reaq al]

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALL: Iwantto kngy o
Government are aware of it or not. ethep the
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The Hon’ble Srij
> jut GOPIN/ : AT . e
instance where we have to say, Sir STf{pr{?'}R‘D();¥"(?nI : Ihis is another

Gov TR

C EERpCat, Sir, we are absolutely unaware about it ; and 1 ink 1t

orrect. Beyond this I do not want to say am shing. o psiusk L 8 B8
1y anvihing.

vavs omniscient. AS

Motion f i
or the formati ] - : .
on of a Privile zes Committee of the Assembly

, il - LS )
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: T wantto inter-
rupt the proceedings of the House over amother matet ‘.'”I”I o inte
ing 1 : . b« ther matter whic A7
brlng to t}'lC notice UF “’“I House. The other dayv when we ~,T¢l-«.-: ]\“.l“[ u:
1 3 PRVERE  BRLRRAS ouse whic rAS
cvidently a letter which was missing and could in legal words ; mtl \1”(
. S Mz 5 RIS ld zal words be terme
‘stolen propuly”. I'hen you were pleased to direct us to make an enc uiry
into this matter. If this enquiry is to be made, it can be divided defi L ly
into two portions A portic £t ) madc, 1t can divided delimtely
& )'d )l'}' H se an II '-!)-n of the enquiry will relate to certain matters
outside this OU?L _d”( P'l” )",’hlf“ would relate to cerviam actions we may
have to take "lgfunst people who arc connected with controlling or handling
of our files. Another portion of that enquiry falls on a matter which has
been before the House. Sir, if the House had taken note of the statement
that was made by the .htm. Mr. Rohint Kumar Chaudhuri who 18
unfortunately absent now-—it }‘s'tm]d have been found that he had tabled
certain quest s on the 1st of March. The qm-mimm themselves  definitely

ion
assume that the letter was in his hands before he put those questions. On
the 13th of ~Mar by my hon. friend

ch the questions themselves were put
Mr. Amjad All

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It was not the 13th.

e Hon'ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: It must be
the 20th of March. 1 suppose it may be the 17th.

before

Then, Sir, on the floor of the House the qucstiuu about this letter was
h

¢ 0 the hon. Mr. Chaudhuri. He said that he had received this
lltter by post: The post-mark on that letter reveals that it was posted 08
£ : . Shillong and was received on the same date in Shillong. Now,

111 ¢ . . " .
the 20th Sir, that there must be something wrong either 1N the

But the point that is of urgent

5 €

it Wouldt ;‘; ab,OUt the receipt of the letter.

statemen e so far as this House is concerned is this. Whether a mem er

importan¢ se would be within his dignity as a member of this House o7
mber of the House to use

- u . - -
of this Ho onsistCﬁt with the privilege of a me Il
11S

t be €&~ h is known to be stolen from Pproper custody ?
an issué of some importance for the House to consider.
bringing upP this question hefore the House 1 was thinking Si%
Before ould be desirable to send this enquiry to take the normal
whether; ! o have it done by the police or by the Department. But so far
courses k ornment arc concerned, we do not want _to bring in other
as this GO7% ¢ purpose of these enquiries, but would prefer to have 1t
i or proposal before the Hous€

this House itself. Therefore my -
i th me so far as this portion ©

agenc? agh
done thfIO h%pe that the House will agree wi 3
d—that the matter should be enquired into by the

js—an : cerne
is con - s .
the matfcr he Hon. House and you, SIT, .WIH be kind enough t0
Hous€ itsell- . ce before you the fact that therc 1S_alr321_dy a motion before
ommittee In  to-day’s agenda,

&t P the formation of a Privileges C

N
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which is below two other items of business. And I would respectfully
submit before the House that that motion may be allowed to be made and
that the committee that would come into existence as the result of that
motion might take up this matter for consideration. I respectfully submit
to the hon. members of the House that they will permit us to do so.

Maulavi JAIHANUDDIN AHMED: May I inform the Hon’ble
Prime Minister on one point 7 He has mentioned, Sir, that the hon.
Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri was in possession of the letter before the
20th, from the questions that he has put. But I think, before he could have
that letter, he might have known the matter from some other friends.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order, all these questions do
not arise at this stage. The Hon’ble Premier has raised a point of pri-
vilege. His contention is that by the production of the letter and the way
in which it has been used on the floor of the House, there has . been a
breach of the privileges of the House, and he wants that this matter should
be cnqnix'(’d into.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : I want to speak about one point,
Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Nothing can be said now. Matters
like this always ciop up, and I have been fecling, as hon. members know,
that there should be a Privileges Committee to deal with  such  matters.
There is already a resolution tabled by Government that such a committee
should be formed.  When such a committee is going to be formed, in a
matter like this, I do not think that I should be at all justified in giving my
views on the point raised.  The Hon'ble Premier has said that he wants to
have that motion moved, so that this matter can be referred to the Pri-
vileges Committee, if the House agrees to have such a committee. If the
House agrees that this resolution should be taken up first, I should certainly
have no objection.  The hon. Leader of the Opposition, when he was the
Chief Minister also gave the IHouse an assurance, on a statement which I
made on th» question of privilege, that he would come forward with a
resolution like this. Now the present Government have tabled this resolu-
tion, and it is for the House to say whether it should be moved at this
stage or after they have gone through the other items of business. There
is a Bill which is to be taken up now—the Sylhet Town Tenancy Bill—and
the discussion of that Bill will take some time. So the House will please
consider whether the Hon’ble Premier should be given the right to move
the resolution regarding the formation of a Privileges Committee before the
Bill is taken up. . . ‘

Again I may tell the House that, if such a  resolution be moved and be
accepted by the House, then there would be the. necessity of another resolu-
tion, viz., that this matter which has been mentioned now, should go to that
committee. That al.o should be decided by this House. Unless there be
such a decision, I cannot refer the matter of my own accord to that com-
mittee. So hon. members will give me their views as to whether this resolu-
tion should be taken up first.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker. Sir
as you have pointed out, this  question of a Pl‘ivilegf.zs pComn,]itteé
is of great importance and such a committee is a concomitant of
every Legislature, and —we know  that there are such committees
in other Legislatures.  While I was in charge of the administration, Sir, on
a reference from you I prOmlSCC} to bring a resolution of this kind and a
resolution was drafted. Now I find that my Hon’ble friend, the Prime

Minister has done so. The only point that we need ;

whether item No.16 should be taken ou consider now s

tof its turn to-day. Before that
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item, there - four Bills Te : ] y

% . re are four Bills. We are now oa item No.12. Then we have got
irce other items, 13, 14 anl 15. 1 d« t know ir t

d } i ns, " an . they 105t Koy, DIr, h"”-'-‘ l()ll(; (llc
]e date on that Sylhet Tenancy Bi ‘

t : &y ‘ - J'. - .. ‘ - - . - -

(“lr( }3()1}. rﬁ(,]]‘ll):,,xeg on this side want to participate 1n the discussion. As
J,)V(,rll'.’n(:l?t h;n.'_(: got two more days —the 5th and 6th —can it not be taken

up as the first thing on the 5th ?

.The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Agricultural Income-tax Bill is
coming up and for that the hon. members have agreed to sit on a holi-
day.
Mau!avi S?iyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1 know that. I
do not think this business will take much time.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER *+ [t will take only five minutes.
 Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Then this side of
the Houvse has got no objection.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : Mr. Speaker, St
I am thankful to the hon. Leader of th- ();,3).,5“;',“ for ;1l|«')-.s-n‘1g me to move
this motion. I am sure it will not take long for me to stress the necessity 0O
such a Committee as contemplated in the following motion, which I sha

move just now.
X beg to move, Sir—

«That this Assembly is of opinion that, penc
0 be undertaken by this House in 1espect of | : it
privileges, the Speaker be authorised to constitute a committee of privileges;
after such consultation with the leaders of various partics as 1'1(: may  coT-
sider mrecessary, (1) to report on the present position of the rights and Ppr-
vileges of members of the Assembly both individually and collectively, (2)to
recommend such other rights and privileges or modifications of the existing
rights and privileges as may be deemed necessary for the due d;schargfet'l?c
the functions ‘of members, (3) to consider and adjudge the breaches © e
rights ard privileges and (4) to advisc with rc_gurd to the course Qf 3Ctlpi_
that should be taken by it to protect and enforce such rights and P

vileges™.

The first step to be
position of the rights ans
individually and collec}‘tlv%]y, an(cil sccondla);;o
and privileges as may be decmce necessal 4 .
'funcgons o% the members, thirdly to con:mder-and dcslfe t}}};e b;z;c of
rights and privileges and fourthly to advise with regar gh o St % pi-
action that shoulc 19 %akcn nf i pmt(i?ot anﬁ iﬂilﬁﬁﬁatien gins o " limited
vileges. Sir, it would be scen | rom section ol i 2 okie
:;n'sg;: is a‘-l‘lovs,/ed for the protection of the rl‘ght-s arIC(Ii Fir"/li\ileleg:s l?cfh el
members. Tt must be said, however, that rights, 2::1n. }:)om a%is()nw: ! ghts
be obtained from such a legislation are very limited 110t en'oyl? o /e(;;amples
and privileges which the legislators 11, free countrics bé  ontemolated PY
the House of Commons have rights which cannot evel;lmr " P ent of
the provisions which are there in our Act 1n t}nc m? Lo idlation Jw?gl'l L ke

the rights and privileges. But Sir, CVCI’l.th]S.’klnd ~Ohav§ thousht it eces”
sormetime ‘to -enact, and pcnding such legislation W((!j 1AV der ‘t% s upfthe
sary ‘'that some kind of Committee s_hould be formeb i ake uP 4 o
‘question in accordance with the points that have CCr{on ggAs mter of
motion. The last Government also took up this qlﬁstl el tarnTa*t 4ch
fact, the rcgolution ithat I have put now before the OUSS i 'Oh vqxly m by
-different from the one that was proposc ght betore the House€,

the last Government. It would be seen

d to be brou
House thit the best way for the formation ©

ling any legislative action
srotection of its rights an

. v t
taken by the Clommittee is to report on the prfl::ggl
d privileges of the members of the Assembly 4is

recommend such other rlg. .

i h
for the due discharge © hfof

from the resolution put  before the
f the Committee would be to

Il will take. but I am told that many of
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leave it to the Hon’ble Speaker who is for all purposes  the custodian of
the rights and privileges of this House ; as such, Sir, this Commitice has to be -
constituted by him in consultarion with the Leaders of various parties. The
dutics of this Committee have been described in the  resolution itself which
a-e as lollows :—The consideration cf the present position and the rights
and privilezes of the members. This Committec \vj»“ also.re.cumrpend such
other rights and privileges and the modification of the existing rights and
yrivileges as may be deemed nccessary for the due dxs.chargc of the function
of the members. The Committee shall have to qonsldcr also the Dbreaches
of these rights and privileges and if’ necessary a.:lJudgc on them and lastly
the Commitiee will also advise the course of action zhfmt should be _taken up
for the protection of such rights and privileges. Sir, in  the meantime many
things have happened in the press gallery and many reports have appeared
in the press about which reference was _1}1;1(1& by the I'l(‘)l_l ‘blc Speaker in his
the September Session of last year for which thc. formation of
such a committee is justifed. The neesssity for protecting the rights and pri-
vileges of the meinbcrs 13 very important. Itl}s as .\VCH important,  taat:
questions the like of which I h;.u'c_]}xst now referred in 1clat}0;1 to the letter,
should be ingairved into by sucn (Jo.nu‘ngtcc; and thc_ posmou' of the _
hon. members in such action must bc_ clch:ntcl‘y'. delcnnmc;l_. ; We' are
supposced o be a body ol persoas p.ract}caily‘ guiding the ad;mmstrauon_ of
the whoic province ot Assam : 1t s only flcsa.r.xb_@ that we sh-(mld be_ acting
within the House with a cectain degres of d‘ngmty and consistent with the
privileges which we enjoy as su.ch.. Sir, it should also be seen that the rights
and privileges which we enjoy inside this House are not attacked by any
agency outside this House in a manncr where we are unable io protect. So,’
Sir, the importance of this motion, I suppose, will be well realised by this
House and I hope the House will pass this motion without any division.
After this, I wiil make relerence about the matter about which [ was just
now referring for the same being taken up by the Committee.

Th > Hon’ble taie SPEAKER : Motion moved : .

«['hat this Assembly is of opinion that, pending any legislative action
to be undertaken by this House in respect ol the protfctioq of its‘ rights and
privileges, the Speaker be authorised to constitute a Committec of privileges,
after such con-ultation with the Leaders of the various parties as he may
consider necessary, (1) to report on the present position of the rights and
privileges of members of the Assembly both individually and collectively, (2)
to recommend such other rights and privileges or moditications of the exist- -
inz rights and privileges as may be dccmcd necessary lor the due dlSChurge
of the ftunctions of members, (3) to C.onsu.ler anil adjudge the breaches of the
hts and privileges and (4) to advise with rcgard t» Fhe course of actiop
y it to protect and enfurce such rights and privileges.”

spccch during

rig
th{)at should be taken b
Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Mr. Speaker, Sir
On behalf ot the Opposition, I whole_—hez_u‘te.lly approve of' the I‘CSOIIition. _
which has been moved by my hon. friend ‘th.e Leader of the Hoyga, H
mentions the necessity for having such a Privilege (rl(?mllll.ttf;e ds there are
such Committees wherever there are Legislatures.  There is ng doubt :tha?;

this Committee will be very useful but I would like to know from, ity Wit
[e

will be the total number of members of this Committee. As 5 Mmatter op
fact the resolution has leit that to the Hon’bie _SPCéiker, and I woyg like 1? :
know from you Sir, when it would be convenient for you to congy]; tho
Leaders of different parties. ‘As soon as the session will bﬁ: Oover, most ofthe.
Leaders of the different parties will leave Shillong excepting of “Course "
members of the Government Bench. Just now we are all too busy tq tal’vetflle
. o R A ; . o tak :
this question, becausz there are many important measures for consideration
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during the next few davs y BF i

it 5 . W Gays. So 1 \'-fnng(i like to kuow the s12z¢ of the Com-
tee and also whern you woald like to discuss tiwe Leado i differ

parties. ) = 1o dliscuss thie Leadas of the dudferent

’E'h.e Hor'ble the SFEAKER :  Yes, I vias alsor thurdkine thou the num-
ber of the members shoald be fixed by th i e el the
lLeaders as to tl Ty ; eed 1”:! the House so-that I may eonsuht the

caders as se names of the members whom § should nominate for
ol sy i nominate for the

Itviaulavz Sai;{id Sir MUHANMMAI» SAADULLA : Yes, Sir, thatis a
very mmportant poind. '

T 2 % - - - ), o g— R’ = 4
s he Hor’ble the SPEAKER - Ves, [ thank, the nummber shoukl be
ixed.

, v .;: » A -
P 1:I'Ixe’k I“‘qu ble Srifurt GOPINATEE BARDOLOI : Sir, I personally
.(;nn_ that scven n_xt:m}x::s; will constitute the preper nuinber cxcluding the
hair. I hope this suggesiion will be acceptable to the han. Leader of
the Opposition.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMDMAD SAADULLA : Seven members
excluding the Chair ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes.

Maulavi Sasyid Sir MUHAM VIADY SAADULLA : [T think the num=
ber is quite suitable.  But is it proposcd tr bave she Speaker as the permi-
nent Chairman of the Commitiee 7 It will be rather d fficult 1o do S0
hecause matters from the Comunittee will scanetinws coane  to the Sp-aker for

decision. 1 believe the Hon'ble Premicr will suke four members from s
side, and threce fiom this side.
The How’bie Srijut GOPINATIE BARDOLGCGI: I want to Jeave it
to the Hon’ble Speaker.-
id;tﬁ!

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MU TAMMAD SAADULILA: But some
from the Government ought io be forthcomring. Governinent being the
and three

majority party, they may take four members from their party, !
from: thie Opposition. ¥ think that is recasonable, and some such dirzctioi
my be ghven to the Hon'ble Speaker.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I thought, S, that

ce which should be run on party lincs.

this was not a Comumnitt ; 3
The Hoa’ble the SPEAKER But some principle should be followeC:

1 think the number from each pariy should be proportiouate to the strengt?
Sir,

of each party.
Tiae Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOZX: In that cass,
we shall have no difficulty i accepting the 4 to 3 ratio-

The Hon’ble the SPEAXKER : 'Lhen this ratio may

Be' the sense of the Hoaxse. . _
lngl,\'I;ula.vi) Saiyid Sir MUHA YVEIMA D> SAADULLA: _ Wnen will it be
1t the Leaders ot the House, Sir ? v

you to comzu Sir
EAKER : During the remaining three days

be accepted 2%

convenicnt for '
The ¥oa’ble the s?

the scssion, if 1 get tume-
i (After a pause)

\ : . o
&) «That this Assembly is of opinion that 'pcndinxg any leg_1§latiye actio?
210 be undertaken by this House i}x respect of .the protectron of its r,g}?t§ ar:

privileges, the Speaker be authorised to constitute a_Commlttf;-c of Privilegess
after <uch consultation with the Leaders ot the various parties 3s he m;bé/
consid :rr necessary, (1) to report on the .present position of the rights d? _
privileg:s of members of the Assembly both individually :fm.d collective Ys
(2) to recommend such o:her richts and pr'iwlcges or modifications ot t!“’
existinz rights and privileges as mray bc deem>d necessary for the due dis-
charge of the functions of members, (3) to consider and adjudge the breaches
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of the rights and privileges and (4) to advise with regard to ‘the course of
-actzon that should be taken by it to protect and enforce such rights and
Pprivileges™.

T'he moiior was adopted. A

The Hem’kle Srijut GOPINATH BARDOI_,OI: Sir, T bag to move
that the question of productien ef this 5lcttcr_ (shm_vmg the !ctt.cr preduced by
Srijut Rehini Kumar Chaudhuri in connzction with the Karimganj Electric
d.icense) be referred to that Committee. This Ict.tcr was addressad to the
Premicr by Babu Suresh Ghandra Deb of Karimganj, ard ithe relevant
<ircumstances regarding the production of the same before the Hous- may
e enquired into by this Cominittze, in special reforence to the Privilege of
tthis House ‘

The Homn’ble the SPEAKER: Is it agreed by the House ?

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We have xe
- $ 1. o ~
ro]{;ec%x;: Hox’ble th> SPEAKER: Without formally putting the question,
 ithink it is agreced by the House that the lcvtt_cr _prodI{CCEi by'. Srijut Robin
& umar Chaudhuni in eonnectim! with the I‘\anmgan‘g Electric Licensc be
referred 1o the Privileges Gommilttee whcr} formed, for }hc Purpose mep.
gioned by the Her ble Premier in the motion moved by him.

Mazulavi Sziyid Sir MUHAMMAR SAADULLA : As regards quorumg
T think the number should be 5. As this Gommittee will deal with tha
wights and privilcges of the members of this House, there should mgt be &
small quorum.

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: The Committcc may also fiy theie

quorum.
“The Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment), Bill, 1959

‘ °ble: Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: M, g ‘
Bir, ;rél:g t??:t‘ro luce the Sy]het Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1930, PeakerG
{The Rill was introdeced.)
The Hoz’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Mr. Spegpe, o
4 beg to move tha! the Sylhet Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939, },, refoen.
e a Select Committee consisting ol the following members ;—
(1) Babu Karuna Sindhu qu,
("/ Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya, -
Babu Dakshinaranjan Gupta Ghaudhuri,
{4) Mr. Raidyanath Moeokerjee,
{5) Babu Bepin Behari Das, s
{6) Khar Bahadur Dewan Eklimur Roza G aGu} hury,
{7) Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir Husssunl thaudhuri,
{8) Khan Bahadur Huji Abdul Majid Chaud mrc‘i,’
€9} Maulavi Dewan Md. Ahba}) Chaudhury, an
(10) The Mover § Revenue Mim;ter}
{Four members to form a quorum). N ‘

]ila;l:'avi‘ Dewan MUHAMMAD me%B ,CgﬁUDHURY: -
withdraw my nanzc in faveur of Maulavi Mag XIA.D UISilX (;‘h("lldhqu beg 1o
Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD Sf e et e
this side were suggested by me at the request GA'thlg %0(?}1‘ e ReVenue I\,IC-S of
ter. QOn my hon. friend Maulavi Dewan Md. - I\i 1 audhyg =8 inis.
sit on the Committee to-day, I have selecte bau avi Ma’qu .1¥lg o
Ghoudhuvy in his place after consulting someé members of the ‘pa&i‘.w Bussagy

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: haye
gion to that, 16 Gl}i%
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whi ]]»;n lmm.-m[r this motion T beg to lay before the H
; 5 T . v = clore 1ne 31156 vi  Famta .
oy Government Bill proposes to deal h__.}' e Housc the facts with
definition of ¢‘¢enant’’ has beers ..“i(;(! i < l til. In the -first !/,l:lv‘c the
T%> P s =R widercd Lo 1ne e cervice i
live ’ov,.tmdc the proprietor’s privafe lar.d. Tt ”; . ?BJ sfevice temanty PO
— ¢ lar . ¢
lord’s trjan,fur fee have been transformed into nor g ”!d - fee and the land-
right of pre-cmption has been repealed ; us nominal registration lees ; the
rovided : the maximum h i peatca usufructuary mortgages have been
) -t 3 > ITe? 1as been set to rent s =y i e - ) B
landlords have been allowed to creddit ﬂlue'x'nwz.ni,‘:r«..«.}',‘:. by under-raiyats ;
arrears ; 1nterest has been reduced to (’;ﬂ..' ; s towards legal recoverable
al)Ol!Sth - the ertr{!li<iti4;1] of land ]'“ ]i 3”1' <!'~1;t.§ aamages have been
. -l SELEL and by la C - . y "
right of surrender has been given tc unde pesore has _r‘n.ldc repealed ; the
. . 4 e ) = 5ty 110 nddcecr-re s . g . e 2
distribution of Jand fecs have anlianiy r :i) ats ; division of tenancies and
e . . i L ceduced ; suspens: * anhanceme
provisions 1s embodied ; reduction of rent i pension of cnhancement
srovided, parti: S IoR Ol ¥ ntoan f'?-:Cl'})lmn;gl cises has been
1 d, partial deposit of admitted dues has be i g '
of realisation of landlord’s ed dues has been made : partial procedure
i’ e andlora s dues has been .’1(!(,})1(-11 ; Pr”t_-igi()n has been mﬂdc
for service tecnants acql iringe ST TN T i .- ) g
been : ants acq Hring occupancy right, and las'ly, Sir, provision has
~n made to give statu AOTIC . ) ) . ’ )
Sir th(‘malﬁvrr ‘*"l 1(“ j ff"«jf—’llt”‘.lll'rdl labourer in respect of the homestcad.
, these arc the provisions which have been made in this Bill betore
a number of speakers both on behalf of
- w . . - SpLai H cha
i}‘i’:‘?}ig;ds ,]1)5 w«dil' as of tenants, that the Government have done justice 10
1 4 *y ¥ £ % « b § . . . -
e o ]ru)i‘:t,; ir, I ¢ n; <sure the hon. members thatn Lringing f()rward
> r1Sic et have = P s "1 8 3 j¢ 2 ) 1
r(:duc"fxi . (-) b i e K‘-f‘lT{ o tuated with the sole object and mctive 0
nd A L e rr,“"'_‘"fnccf,’ e 1'1'(]} cxist, of the tenants against the ]andlords,
nd 1n giving out considerati~n to this matter wc have also not lost sight ©
the just and equitable demands put before vs by ke other side. I he most
s1nportant has be > i . .
il P rl ant hdsf[ (CQ tl{xc qu stion of reduction of rent, and in this mattcr we
1lavc )(FQ con ro?‘tcc with mmnrpountublc difTicultics on account of the fact
that neither in Goalpara nor in Sylhet there is a record-of-right. Sir,
neither the representatives of the landlords, nor the representatives 0O the
tenants have been able to place before us any facts and figurcs on which Ww¢
could have reasonably procccrl«ztl with the question of thc fixation of rent.
In view of the absence of the reco-d-of-rights, the Government have no
material to go on 1n order to fix the rent. 1t was therefore consider¢ that
_the best way would be to appoiat an officer to make investigations into the
circumstances of the people 1n particular localitics and also the gua 1 5’
land and then to fix the rent. For that purpose We have, in the Bill, ma £
rovisions 1n order to take such powers for the investigatin officers-
- 1 g !
Sir, as has been urged by some hon. members when the Goalpara
Tenancy Bill was discussed, T can anticipate that we

chall be eriticized J0r
not making provi ion for the adoption 1o the chapter called Certificat€ Pro-
my 1easons

cedure. I have already given for not making such provisio®

the Goalpara Tenancy Bill. The same reasons apply in the case of th_c
Sylhet Tenancy Bill. I think no one¢ will be able to Cor}tradict that this
procedure can be resorted to, until and unless a record-of-rights is prcpal‘c .

Therefore, we thought there was no necessity for bringing forward this Pro”

vision for the deletion of this chapter.
With these words 1 commend m
House., _
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : ‘ .
. ¢“That the Sylhet Tenancy Bill, 1939, be referred to a Select CommittcC
consisting of the following :— _
(1) Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy, »
(2) Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya,
- (3) Babu Dakshinaranjan Gupta Chaudhury,
(4) Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee,

the House. It will be urged by

y motion for the acceptance of the
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(5) Babu Bepin Behari Das,
(6) Khan Bahadur Dewan Eklimur Roja ‘Chaudhury,
(7) Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhury,
(8) Khan Bahadur Haji Abdul Majid Chaudhury,
(9) Maulavi Md. Magbul Hussain Choudhury; and

(10) The Mover (Revenue Minister)

(Four members to form a quorum’’)

Ma :lavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, long
before th Congress Goalition Ministry came into power, a wide spread
agi-ation was being carried on throughout the district for the revision of land
law; prevailing in the district of Sylhet. Mysclf as well as some other mem-
bers of this Hon’ble Assembly drafted Bills for amending the Sylhet Tenancy
Act, 1936. But these had no chance of discussion on the floor of this House.
Amon zest these Bills, that of Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy got the widest pub-
licity. It had been extolled in the CGongress press and platform and as far
as I remember it had also the official backing of the Congress organisations
in the district. The enthusiasm on this Bill was worked up to such a pitch
that banis of tenant could be dragged down to the lofty hills of Shillong in
the wintry days of September to demand the immediate passing of Karuna
Sindhu Roy’s Bills although every one knew that the same Bill had - not the
ghost of a chance of being taken up m that session of the Assembly.

Sir, with the assumption of office by the Congress Coalition Ministr
the agitation amongst the tenants in the district of Sylhet was greatly intez,-
sified. No rent campaigns were started in sclected arcas.  False hopes
w-re extended by the Congress propagandists that all outstanding dues of It)hc
Krishans would be written off, and rate of rent to the tune of annas 8 or less
per Kedar would be fixed by the Government. All these tended to fire the
imagination of the peasants and as a result the general relationship between
the tenants and Zemindars greatiy deteriorated. The peasantsin general
were on their tip-toes of expectation that the Congress Coalition Government
would come forward with the “Magna Charta” of the peasants.

Just before the present session of the Assembly began, the Hon’bl
Revenue Minister undertook an extensive and expensive tour in the distri €
of Sylhet. Evidently he was out to study pCr:sonal]y ll_lC working of th IS] rlcci;
laws in the district. - But there was a dramatic touch in this hurricaneetan
Like a victorious general, he marched from place to place. Two ho our.
Maulvibazar, three hours in Karimganj, four hours in Sunamgan; UrsiNm
it sufficient for gathering an expert experience in the problemg. £ -
tenants ? Hundreds of these unfortunate persovs, thanks to the pro of the
of the Congress, focked from far and near and were gratified wit 'hiPi_lgand_a
cious Darsan. This was the prelude to the drafting of the lop S auspi-
Sylhet Tenancy Amendment Bill. 8 expected

When the Bill was actually published 1n the Assam Gazeyy

¢, even the

most orthodox Congressites, not to speak of lesser mortals
The Hon’ble Revenue Minister had were rubbing

cal. ioke with the tenants_of Sythet. They did not mean ., 2 Practi-
whille in Opposition. The - Bill of Babu Karuna Sindhy ‘;{hat they said
thrown into the waste paper basket. No rate of rent haq oy had been

Officer had been thrust in upon the sien fixed. An
peasants. The procedure had been made more 'COmplicatedOulders of the
arrears of rent, the Government had taken upen themselves thc: n- cases of
of protecting the 7emindars. Thus after great labour, the o Tésponsibility
duced a mole-hill. 1 L - ountain pro.
The Krishans of Sylhet will be disappointed ng do
believed too much and expected t00 much. = But we ray ubt,
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iz-mnulmy' They have not belied our expectations. The Amending Bill
1as been a true index of the interests and colour that the Cabinet ;”x‘!n(--

sents.

Concessions ther: are no doubt.
not P”S‘lb'}’ be withh=ld “'ilh‘_’«l[ exposin7 the most 1 ‘,:Ufliﬂnﬂz'}‘ chara~ter
of the Cabinet. But the best interests of the tenants have been sacrificed or
shelved to placate the Zamindar supporters of the party in power.

At the very outs=t, I shall try to und=rstand the Statement of Objects
and Reasons which in the surface makes a very goad reading.  We shall pre-
s=ntly see whether the proposed legislati e enactm=nt will place th- relations
of the landlord an- tenants in a b=tter rogulated basis whather it provides
greater amount of relief to the tenantry.

The Hon’ble Revenue Minister says that “the Bill secks to provide
relief for all classes of tznants by reducing the rate of interests, abolition of
damages in arrears of rent and facilitating the division of tenancies an'l dis-
tribution of rcnts’. I shall examine these itoms separately and see whether
these actually confer any benefit to the peasants of Sylhet.

The rate of interest on arrears of rent has been sought to be reduced
from 9% per cent. to 6} per cent.  This is also provided in the other two
non-official Bills. Further this rate of interest has been acczpted by the
non-Conzress Government of Bengzal!. So the hands of the Conzress Coali-
tion Government were forczd to adopt this am=ndment. But to all intents
and purposes, it affords a very small relicf to the tenants.

By clause 20 of the Bill, section 83 of the Sylhet Tenincy Act has been
souzht to be repealed. I doubt very much whether it will Cnn_lf-:r aay real
benefit to the tenants at large. 'Those who are conversant with the every-
day life of the tenants, are well aware how dangerouas it is for the tenants
to accumulate the annual paymeat of rent. ['ne repeal of this szction will
ramove ail possiblc check on this evil habit :~u_1d what is more, it will encour=
age them to default. The beaefit under section 83 of the Act was mutu_ul;
If it is to be rcpcaled, new provisions should_havc been made for deterring
the landlords from instituting false cases against the tenants. It would hn.yc
been better for the tenant as well as for thc landlord had the scction been
amended without being repealed, by reducing the rate of _damdgcs to be
As matters stand, the propose

. dlord by 50 per cent.
awarded to the landlord by I d to the tenants.

will brinz more harm than goo ten:
i 3 nestion of the -division of tevnancy and
Sections

ich deals with the q el .
Clause 23 whi t on the original sections,

istri i : is no improvemen '
?(l)s?fr;;l:cliufgi (ﬁ‘al;/cani)'rcn amallga:natcd in this s.ing_llc cl_atlsc(,)fblll_g ‘iltlc COl}l.pl xtchac-

“tions in matters of division of tenancy or distrl mt;onrnnts nt remain
same. In reality it confers no new benefit upon the Eﬁc( ° (;Ctre o enhance-
The Hon’ble Revenue Minister assures us that 11"-0113.?(1 -VI anl}nom
‘ment of rent will, so far as the cultivating clnsscs'arc]c-r;l:1 }n ‘rc:u;m‘ r:ifa rchis
the scene for a period of ten years. We may assure hi o meburn at kit
is no spectre at all. The cultivating classes are not 1n 105 jzn%?ord
increase of rent even in the absence of such a pr}? s ix.lcreasc nt e
s i o ll e s, o, X 2T e e S0 o
j s hey will than emsc “they 2 e
‘L‘;?xglg?theiTrl::jrrent and outstanding dues. So the news Ciius:xcllﬁé, pro
mplify the

ut 1 e
i i = Bill i t only redundant, but it also goes, -
ot r;(;hc H):m’blc Rcvc;luc Minister regarding the condition

colossal ignorance O cnu
nan i “district of Sylhet.

~of t ts and landlords in the dis ., ] )

h'(;?;ce Hotrsl’blc Revenue Minister says, that rcl-lef 18 SI_nZl.%C. ppsﬂble_ in

cases where the existing rents are found to be excessive. Jl& 1113; 1% npthmg

‘but.a _big hoax to the poor and ignorant cultivators. owherc in the

.1‘51179." are (‘r);ﬂ{;rg\;\ﬁ,.“—; ""hi(?h ('nl]l([
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body of the Bill do we find such a provision. The vaguely worded new
elause 116A provides that the Provincial Government may, in the inlerest.
of public order or local w:ifare invest a Revenue oificer with. the power: to
reduce rent if in the opinion of the Officer, it is found to be unfair or inequi-
1able.  This is worse than nothing. Isit the result of the numecrous repre-
sentations made by the tenants of Svlhet and the promising assurances held
out by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister ?  This is how our Ministers are play-
ing with the sentiments of the poor masses. ,

Excepting the provisions relating to the_landlords transfer fqe and
pre-cinption by the landlords, no real concession has been made in the
Bill_in favour of the tenants. There are other clauses which extend vague
hopes and really aims at hood-winking the gubhc eye. -

But even with th.se small concsssions in favour of the tenants, the
R.evenue Minister is apprehensive of the nt‘titu ‘e of the Zemindar members
ot his party and hastens to mak~ amends for the supposed concession made.
He assumess the role of a Danicl and solemnly states that with the curtail-
ment of the land-lords’ privileges it bas been considered equitable to pro-
vide for sp-cial procedure for recovery of their ducs, should circumstances
AFise in which the existing legal remedies f:_ul to achieve the purpose. Clause
29 enunciates this special procedurq by which the Government takes upon
themselves the responsibility o realising rent on be%m]f of_ the Zemindars.
Ineid -ntally this is the most objecticnable feature of the Bill.

Sir, this is an astounding piece of Iegislation, not even conceived of .in
Bengal.  We did not think that a Ministry which at l-ast calls itself a popu-
lar Ministry were eapable of making _thcs: provisions.  These will mean
nothing but rorture and harrusx_ncr‘lt for the tenants. This s_ingle clause far
o 1tweighs all consessions made in favour of the tenants.  This is the most
pernicio s provision in the whole of the Bill. ; ;

Sir, clause 25 of the Bill descrves special scrutiny. It confers no speci-
fic benefit upon the tenant. As it is worded, it cannot be invoked by indi-
vidual tenants. The provisions of scction 1168 arc vague and everything
will depend in the iaterpretation (o the terms  “interests: of public order
and local wellare”. It is too daagerously elastic to finl place in the Statute
Book. '

What is more, the Revenue Officer, proposed to be set up by this new

section, will only reflect the temperament of the party in power and legisla-
tive ensctment will be utilised to_polmcal ends.. _ This section also presumes.
to usurp the powcrs so long cxercis d by the Civil Court. This will neither
be beneficial to, nor iaspirc confidence in the public. ~ Further for. lack of
proper knowledge and training, the Re.enue Officers will be _too  ill-equip-
ped to deal with the intricacies ol the subject. They will mainy be guided
by their personal likes and dlsllkc§ and whims and caprices in exercising
their discretion.  uch state of things should not be allowed to find place
in. a picce of legislation. . e _. ¥
' Claus - 7 of the Bill 18 a x_'etrogradq step against the interest of the
tenants. The original 5ec‘tion is more wu.:le and liberal. &

Sir, no provision has becn-'madc to glv? fhc_tenTaEts the much needed
relief regarding the outstanding arrears ol rent. e _Congress members
in their eagerness to placating. the erséhaks to the Congress fold held:
out such hopeés in no unmistakable terms. Some went further siill and exorteq
the tenants not to make any paym.nt towaids the awrear of rents ang this
made them bold to refuse payment. 1t is much to be regretted that these ho.
pes have not been materialised. As a result o this AmcndmgBill, the tenape
will find themselves at the mercy of their sznxdioxjdj. - They will contin iutb
groan under the heavy burdex; of excessive rents, The ( errhuiexLit fx(i
power i te the sympawny o ir o] & .
power cannot dare alieaaie ymj y ol their Zemindyy SUpporters.
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, .er., the Bl'! has got few relieving features. It docs not aim at easing
the present tension between the land-lords and tenants, It d 3 ‘ t HS'“![&
, s ‘ ; 2 18 @ *Nants, ors not satisly
the most modest expectation of the tenanis. il
With these words, I ‘ i
' 25C tds, I oppose the moiion for referring tl i -
Select Committce. Rng Vi A R
Ma i i j JSS
gl '.?:avxg'M}IrIIAMM.:\D M.-&QIEZI\L HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY:
1‘1. h pd; r, Sir, I admire the Hon'ble Ravenus Minister for the attempt
¢ has I{mdc to remove the grievances of the tenants, but 1 cannot congra-
tu_kltc him as he has recognised th: gricvances of the tenants in a very
miserly way. Sir, I am not a lawycr—1 am only a layman.........
’ at! SPs A ‘ ’ i i
The Hon bls the SPEAKZR: But the hon. member 1sa legislator.
(Laug/zler).
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQ3UL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY: I
am only a Jay man who has got close touch with the tenants and 1 think my
hon. brothers in the legal profession will do justice to the Bill.

What is the condirion of a Raiyat or tenant in our part of the country ?
do anything unaided”.

According to Dr. Vo JJekar ““a raiyat is ton poor to
Linlithgow Comimission observed, “To a very great extent the cultivator......
.t return but for subsistence”. What is the

labours not for profit, nor for a ne
reason of all these ? According to Mr. Bhargarb, “the foremost rcason 5]

the Zamindary systcm which red:ced th : raivats to the status ol sc (s under
| Revenue Policy of

the Zamindars’ . According to the author of the ““J,anc
the Indian Government I s e v e i B £ pew e s PR .
“ far fro.n being generously treated by the Zamindars the cultivator

was rack rented, impoverished an'l oppressed”. The 7amindars hold large
tracts of lands and utilize the income not for the well being of the raiyat
but in unr.ccessary and unproductive uses. Besides rent & large sum is realise
from the raiyats cvery ycat in a most illegal and objectionable way, though
such realisations arc prohibit-d by legislation.

The Tenancy Act of 1936 has extended large measures of protection tO
the raiyats, but the d-iﬂl»r('nre }_)Ct\'-'(?(:n a raiyat and 2a Zamiinder remains
startling. - Zamindar is a man of position, has means to approach the highest

authority and knows how to fight his case. H= has moncy, power, strength
and what not Lt is inconceivable that a raiyat wl.o has to live under the
Zamindars can afford to raise his

of such power, influence and eminence, ifford  to ;
finger against the ‘Zu!ulnf’ of the Zamindar. T'he raiyat 18 glsgmtesl, we?hé
impovcrishcd, dcl')t-rlddcrrl,‘ unﬂﬂﬂuf:]ltlal, un-educated and 1s lelt at
mercy of the 7amindar.. There arc ‘1. nancy

Laws to protcct the raiyat 10 2

certain extent, but these Laws are absolutely inop.crat’i\v/(.’ in the -‘m.ammrS
of some of the Zamindars. Alrl_'nost_ everywhere raiyats are cheatcd like any-
thing by the officers of the Zamindars. These .ofﬁcers }ilrc poorly pal :
«¢K armacharis” who mainly depend on blood-suck'ng_ of e ralyats. Las,
ear an influential Zaminder of Sunamganj advertised 11 some. Calcuttft
papev most sham.eclessly that }‘16 wanted a I\'al_t’) on a pay of Rs. 8 per neLk,

sem but he will have an amp.€ sCop¢€ of ““Upri” mcome and, thess FUp
(Which-rheans in villages ‘‘cholera”) is nothing but ilicgal exactions of moncy
from the poor raiyats. In Hindu and Muhamr-nad.an India, the ralyat was to
rovided in exchange of revenue with free justicc, free police prot:ction,,
nder tle benign British

............

be BV

free medical aid and free education,’ but to-day, under | 3 Britis

Government we find that-a raiyat pays rent for the wl_umswal'squandcr}ng by.
-tic Zamindars. - The Government rcceive only a small fracion O

the parasit i = "
what is paid -t_o-theZammdar by the raiyat whi
the idle and un-carning ‘Zamindar to the' detriment,
of both the Government and raiyat. '

le the balunce goes to fatten’
dircctly of the interests
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The present Bill aims to do some good to the tenants. It proposes to do
away with pre-emption, compensation and ¢jectment. But in this connection
one factor should not be lost sight of. In Bengal, the right of pre-emption
for the co-sharer tenant is retained. Here the co-sharer tenant also- loses: his
right of pre-emption along with the Zamindar. Whether he should get-the
right is a matter that deserves careful consideration. From our experience
of village life we find that no tenant transfers his holdings unless he is in
difficulties and under such circumstances, itis the transferee who dictates
terms. In the absence of such right for a co-sharer, I think the value of
holdings will go down. 1 beg to draw the attention of the House to this
question.

The present Bill proposes to reduce the landlord’s transfer fee to- a
nominal mutation fee of rupee one. But the procedure through which-a
Zemindar would get his fee is nothing but cumbrous, Many will very gladly
sacrifice their dues owing to the method prescribed by the Bil:: So my
humble submission is that this fee should be totally abolished.

The Hon’ble Minister proposes to postpone the enhancement of
rent for a period of 10 years. To my mind this period is too short. It
should be 20 years.

In reply to a letter received from the Hon’ble Minister, Revenue, while
in sick bed, T suggested that a section in the proposed Bill should be incor-
porated by the strength of which Government could reduce the rate of rent
where necessary. I am glad that the Hon’ble Revenue Minister has kindly
incorporated a section to this eflect, but the method prescribed isnot at all
happy. It is proposed that a Revenue Officer will be invested' with' power
to effect reduction in the rate of rent. It isa dangerous process.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member will conclude his
speech after lunch. The House stands adjourned to 2 p.m,

Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p. m.
After lunch

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY':  Sir; I
am speaking from my experience that whenever any dispute between: land-
lord and tenant arose and any officer went to hold an enquiry, the officer
always sided with the all powerful Zemindars. Of course, I donot admit that
there are Zemindars worth the name in the district of Sylhet. The gentle-
mven ‘'who are known as Zemindars'iti that district were npthing but peasant
proprietors, to be better expressed as Talukdars, Zemindar is a term by
courtesy so far as they are concerned. I can cite instances when the revenue
or executive officers did not espouse the cause of tenants. -Affairs of Bhany-
bil in the Zemindari of the Hon’ble Maulavi Muhammad Ali Haidar Khan
attracted even the attention of Miss Allen Wilkinson M. P., who. visited
the place with Mr. Krishna Menon, Secretary India League, London, and
saw how the poor tenants were being oppressed. Houses were levelled to the
ground with the help of the officers. In vain the tenants cried with tears
ineyes ; in vain they drew the attention of Governmen’t_; but no officer
took pity on them. Last year one Zemindar of Sunamganj was oppressing
his tenants. I brought the fact to the notice of the then Government and
an officer was deputed to enquire into the matters. But what did the
officer do ? He went direct to the Kachart of the Zemindar and the o
tenatits did not get any benefit from him. Babu Karuna Sindhy Ro P 911'
bear mie out in this matter. Y will
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i - o - - -
]',,ﬂ,_“?,:(}.:fi:, I,,’ml:‘;”. e <“'" .“..}”??, lh:z!t *.'.'733«.,-e_.(“g- 3“| Iw. :~.h!«.- to exercise his
. pon the officer, will get the beneht, be he a Zemindar or a tenant.
It is well known that the tenants are poor, helpless and ineducared : o8
ey th(f}' will never be able to exercise any ! upon the ‘uﬂic’cr. I,
th(:rr-!urc. ln-;r toy !;rrppr,&;p ,},;ﬁ the F”'“"”“””f pre ,!“.ﬁ,,d i” iilC Psi” should bc

so changed that proper justice can be done.
It ls'prn;'wm'ri in the Bill under discussion that when a tenant disputes
a rent suit, he would be required to deposit an amount to court not exceed-
ing half the amount claimed. 1 see no reason why the Hon’ble Minister
Shou}f] recognise the hardship of the tenants by only 50 per cent.
Section 82 of the Act gives the right to the landlord to realize interest
the attention of the Hon’ble House to one

influence

on arrears. 1 want to draw

factor of the question. On low lying areas cultivators harvest their crops
generally by the end of April after 30th Chaitra and pay the rent some
times in the month of May or June, the general custom being to pay the
rent after harvesting the crops. But in Ythose cases also, some Zemindars
realise interests from the tenants. This point sould be clarified to the relief

of the tenants.

As for schools established by the tenants, my humble submission is that
not only the Zamindar should make a gift of land frec of rent, but they
should also be compelled by law to make tion towards the
maintenance of the schools.

Rates of rent vary in different parts of the district of Sylhet.
places of Habiganj and South Svlhet subdivisions the rate varies from Re. 1
to Rs. 4 and in some places of Karimganj the ratc has gone up to Rs. 8
per keyer of land per annum. A principle should be fixed by which such
vagaries can be removed. ' -

I now turn to the plight of tenants, which is well described in a petition
submitted by the tenants of Atgaon Parganah, Sunamganj, to Government
will read only

on the 7th November 1937. Sir, with your permission,
1 productivitY

two paragraphs.
<“That formerly when the lands were fertile and the norma :
of the soil was great, a keyer of land used to yield as much as 10 011 h
maunds of paddy and 2 or 3 maunds of mustard and the  prices were ng)r
‘and profitable, the annual rental payable by your petitioner per keyer .
such lands including the homestead lands was 4 annas Or two annas reSPing
tively, and so rent could be paid to the Zemindars at that rate aftcr.lkﬁegleir
~a-good margin for the sustenance of their families ; but now while fini-
lands have considerably deteriorated and the pro_duct1v1ty of the soil lthc
nished and the yield also has come down to half its former quantity an e
rices of all agricultural products have gone low to an unprpﬁtablc rate, g
.landlords have found in your petitioners helpless economic cond1t1ora s
.opportunity to increase their rate of rent from 2 to 4 ztnna;L tohRe. I-B-frelztly
.keyer to add to their already heavy burden of misery ; an dt C')f" are their
resorting to various undesirable tactics to gain their ends and en or(]:)e
‘unjustifiable demand and that even the new form of rent recglptl rglu%-ds
.into use by the new Sylhet Tenancy Act has been utilised by the lan (:'ng
.to fix the tenants to this newly-demanded high rate of rent by inser ln
-untrue particulars in it without their (tepants) sh_ghtest kngwledgc aon
“actually taking the thumb impressions and in some instances signatures
‘it to the detriment of their very vital interests. .
That formerly the standard measurement current in the pargana
locality was a nal 7% cubits long (one cubit is equal to 22 inches) and
by 8 nals used to make a keyer but now the landlords bave reduced the
measurements of this standard nal to serve their ends and thus by this

adequate contribu
In some€
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reduced nal they have fictitiously increased the quantity of the cultivated
lands of your humble petitioners to enhance the jama (total rental) by a
very clever and novel device.”

I think no comment is necessary on this matter.

We always raise our voice for the depressed classes. To my mind the
tenants of so-called Zamindars in the district of Sylhet are the depressed of
all depresseds. Their claims have always been and are being suppressed,
and in addition to that they are oppressed.

The Bill as presented is not up to the mark and is disappointing. It
should be so improved that it helps in ameliorating the condition of the
poverty-stricken raiyats, and the amelioration of their condition is nothing
but an onward march of a considerably large section of human beings

towards advancement. I want that the tenants will only pay their rents
and in all other matters they will be made complete masters of the soil as
well as equal in status with the Zamindars. This is nothing but an ordinary
Privilege for a human being. I conclude with the memorable lines of

Rabindranath :—
“qtrg i Al T,

(7 ¢@'Aa oA (3 Ko |
sapice (Adg T,
o1 cutated *sie sifars (7

Khan Bahadur Dewan EKLIMUR ROZA CHAUDHURY*: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, FLa7 QAR @1y fR4a dsdriq =% T s =gy Qs (oAl
fam @ad w3l sEANE 3F RR@ w@rF FfAcs g fe $ifacs 2R
eiets sifent = Fwsfe @l (eaal (FAiAT sedandy fosa @31 W(eA
sfigta &gy, 7254 Wed, HeF: AT st iy g afES Bod
ArRq IR (AITE &R TR a ssdarsa gy @s@ foary Ifarsred oA
3% w177 7= 977 IACS T I s3ra 1817 ga @ *fagl cvfoes £33 W[F
afi syt aw awl TfeCe T 9l s30a LA T4 AL (]fawd w1a o @134
afagg oA A IA A qénw @A 22 9 ¥ ?ﬁfa_(@ fatal @zatq aaiwe
gt AsdE % farna vzt Srw9R At Ffawl cefameed goan
Q% fa@ wial sfaata g [TEa 3l 2w F1219 3 AFAGHT (FIF fap@ 3379
A1 otk IGAUA HFI @3 fan Al b A Aesa zzal flajty e
Atz =tala @36 1A aifss =i @ FRifadEs Ag ofwag @
wog~ TAfES 2T @1 waA[3 a5 golem s g @ csmifass
Ffam (T fasg? ofe w1 2309 I 7, cFAdl NN @xfeq iscs IHT
St 53Tl ots, T A @ weng 7, 7% frgsit @A gayyef: wfaca =faiq
weqE 3 AAER —<1g Bfares fa? 03 7% 13fey 51fo3 39 (o5 foia
(1 wwEq ctrant 1 wpag s fred A o7 a7 fls (simn siares

*Speech not corrected,
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gsta %4 F4AQ (Fta]
1 AT B0 £- S o (A5 e [ Ac: MMSalg BECF I T T
F CHiS-1d 8273 S1 1 =i qf?.-:H =9 ‘.‘113,
57 ‘sECa 0T §%5] (a-’tiir:(ﬂ‘ﬂ

= ‘ — -
ﬁ’ﬁg TR A’ 1941 92 AT HIY AFYs 4704

?Fﬁa1 (¥t 3T 1@ AqT4l =fza ¢ AT T LAt
CF1a F144 Cﬁf:’ft-'j:lﬁ “il 1 r"'?i??, f'&"f‘?i'ﬂ Hrge (R £ At wRfa A d g Qiﬂ‘
fesa = aifasa s IR

fadtzs =wdte qrwfaa3 % A9 34 A5 ¢
/ 173 reicta wgaty +ifRS
c31 ag 7w 4 Aa[F o1% (B(F7 IAR

frarrg gzar =if.
R N = £ safoic BEt .
fefRcas tfacsls @11 |45 25108 w22 %9 ag.7 449
. At :x:"‘,- 3iqa3 "Fl("'ﬂn ﬁfﬂ

v s gier afamaas g
s ar«q [slw® €8I

8y

S314%F quarrel sifag =fa3

A% feai—=wtaraz 32 2271 (19717 =3

HWTE aw Fq | g 9N g gapda 4z wioa HAT ST Fq124l
qaz wfae giga fa41d w13l Al

Statg ¢4Ba cwiaifa«a sifza1 facea
a2 faarafy aifa cwfatfasas
Ffgre Affa 71 A r@Ftaffasa gta1 ca '

wzar B3 ax =ffa e

Mg 2 grEg Al @R

QAtea (Ajare
v ars 5'a (A% fAaCq

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
faeaz Arg fal= fsoraz q f4aa%7 sqrm stafq =casl

3FA 1
Khan
at2caa AFea fog 341 &7 il
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Erql AFTA? a3p cvat waiz I
wtAAtcE @@ WA | (Laughter) (=7 =u4fa faaa wga wferad fad
sgeigdl #IL9, «qA 52LS A0 =91 |
Khan Bahadur Dewan EKLIMUR ROZ
toat @tca T |l FAA q%3 dull 73 917 |

Bahadur Dewan EKLIMUR ROZA CHAUDHURY* : S{afl®
s @ar g <17 =W 473 39 rofg

A CHAUDHURY*: 34
siAATT 2 (I 2T (FL

ad) AFR S
¢%3z AATET A @G 2CAT SCANT Al 2071 507 A @2 SATS 2T |
rhe Hom’ble the SPEAKER : @7 2fc1 04 @ 7 =i zafcs?
3 o7

aw AE Al w'ata g2 ARTE faqs awa fresl AT®E @R ¢A
sizalq @t d &7 9% (7871 AT FTECAA qifzca |

Khan Bahadur Dewan EKLIMUR ROZA CHAUDHURY?*: &8

% qogz wify ARIIA wfaatfe Bstcs @l

aafral aatrg 371 A0
szqfcg aeatal @gtiw gfaata =15 1219

“¢BC
sarg wiad 93 @ T FT e 47

agq Acw @2 YFA IWIA
gl 3379 1 |

cFR AFATA L F 19 AAT
PR £ L L SRS Afzs »faon 1 ACE A7 [ Ifq o2
frsstma =1 PeAmEEs Afzs «ifapd w@3 AT QR FYL SIFEAA A Ateefa afferd

“#Speech not corrected.
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i3 3T Bieg i @F Sag o AT Q1 @377 @R AAfow cAfrT
$§qfaraz Hzg Gomw [ 263 2301 4[ee o7l 230 @2 faa AN tgaEm
5t a1 wfaape i W3 g -1 @8 Ra-ag! A aFFRsierrs ey cifedlT
3373 71 A 350% AfLa A1 AR (A wKIfBAUE FGF AT A T[4RR
©% crraa 7fan 29093 *fES A6d A3 AAad sta ¥ (TR AN faa
afi afes zu wisl T30 WA A (3 I @siag AfEFs 3317 WA
wfacaa f& ) Acwg |

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : a3 @317 @8 =t (313 FFe
fics za afaal 7 g3cerg ) e Yfers St@nd Tleergd —and gl

X
Khan Bahadur Dewan EKLIMUR ROZA CHAUDHURY*: -®ify

=faste apawd sfesfe @ | argl wifi @3 57 gfeslfra gsak sify

@@ e A ofy @ o A ABRET qva aFpl qg7 faa «3 a3
Fotfas | ateg @3 318 34fzs w3 gg yRlte dsty AT AT S ESAT
a3l AT iz) 3@ Y (I Ffwrg o} FIAA Afiafes o 737 =R

sl 7 sFa ®ifs feg 351 Asda sfars vl @¥s | aifi fak (reefs
@ AT e e [ gl awfas ARE SR ARiNeT 1y
w7 Ta] 23 @re Szl 74 AIES TRASKI NG SHY SR AT
A TfHCd @re SRR g A el St i d@we ¥ Y (1

afyata fawta sfars At Al faa SqIE deo sta &fm AfeosT (TR afy -
fag dtatase Ffcs AR 4 @ (T & Borag steitl IWAT Therey
7 fafwe =facs #tfFRT al 31 @ 798 a7 32 ‘iﬁéi“s‘?i"‘ﬂmsﬁ“s”@ﬂ’qm'
fagifas sqalm (33l Aates s Ffage owwHT )  AZFT 79 T18al C(Reuia

3z @8 e difscrs 28y FfAs =iy A4aS: srafes AT WY

F1ga 17 @B 34 73 A AfR3fEs R @3 2% A& (Fletes-emtousty
xS 5208 AT ) Siel BB WAty wew 2@ ecer® 9w IR Bw

fga Anda wface @32 SWRIdeBsre fepsifers qgd SRET &R
QAT AfRs GRS TR JNARFIN 23te 25w @ Fo L @ARYT
st oitel eSS 223 AP FfARIeitag dew AFAG T51 @B qiwey
woqit af Fiasicds oAl AFAGEI 8 Al @ eonen =gt gewq g

tRIT @ae SRR QW A7 1 fystn s fral 3w asf TR
Aifys fae @B 3iBtr-wal 29 oiel &3ca wffa R famne AR AL
7 qY Age IfFAtT |

#Spsech not corrected.
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Khan Bahadur Hazi ABDUL MAJ(D CHAUDHURY : Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg to present a Petition under Assembly rule 109 signed by
the following gentlemen :— )

1. Babu Ritendra Mohan Das.

,, Arun Chandra Swami.

Bhuban Chandra Chowdhury.

Manish Chandra Deb.

Debendra Chandra De Chowdhury.

,,  Sudhangshu Ranjan Chowdhury. ’

Khan Bahadur Tajammul Ali.

. - - Gousuddin Ahmed Chowdhury, M.L.C.
9. Maulavi Main Uddin Ahmed Chaudhury.

10. Khan Bahadur Golam Mustafa Chowdhury, M.L.C.

(The hon. member then handed over the Petition to the Hon’ble
Speaker).

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order, the hon. member has
prescnted a Petition under rule 109 of the Assam LA,?{_;iS]ZLliVC Ass-c[nbly Rule.
The proceduare relating to such Petition is that it shall be rv_fcrrcd to .thc
Petition Committece, and the hon. members know that thercis a Petition
Committee of the House which came into existence just on the very ﬁrst.(!ny
of this session. This Petition will, therefore, be forwarded to the Petition
Committee which will examine it a nd report about it. If the report be that
this Petition should be circulated then it will form a part of the papers _rclut-
ing to the Bill »nd if they do not report like that then it will be w;tlm} t'hte
powers of the Chair to order that the Petition be circulated as a paper relat-
ing to the Bill. So, this is the only thing which we can do at this stage.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Ona point of order»
Sir. Is not the House entitled to know what the Pctition 1s ?

: : ) hat the Petition
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Rule does not say th-a-t t 1
should l:e read out before the House at this stage. The Petition Commuittee
will go into the Petition and then they will report the matter to the House-

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, may I know what will be the

deliberations of the Committee ? ' i ¢ the Committee
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The dchberath? t(;lc B ition Com-

i i f Rule 114 of the Assembly Rules. I . o)
VI‘Iilliltlt]ej: ;2 i)i'i;nfhzt it will form a part of the papers relatl.gg to thi/v]%llér;
then the gclect Committee may ta}ke the Petition into consl eration
delibﬁ:&?agv?n;;légzﬁ?\dogg efll\'llleD ALI: Will the members of this

ivil to know about it ?
Hous"l‘eh}::a;foi;i)lzra’:eegsePEAKER : They will know through the -Select

33

2

3>

RRNoNRwWN

Comindi;:flivi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May we know the prayers
g e e When the Committee will report, the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :

ill know about it. ,
h?n.li'ln:i?lgs:‘is XSII-IB?AFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Does the rule say
e 'i‘he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member will please read the

o x (13 b4
rule,. There is aform prescribed in Schedule 1 which say3 }thitn E acco;dmgt 1}1
your petitioners pray that the Bill be not proceeded wit youk Pan
tioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray’’. Of course, W€ cannot take any
notice of it at this stage. Itwill be considered after the Select Committee

has reported.
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI : Then we understand that the
ruling of the Chair is that the Petition will take its own course, and we go
on discussing the Bill.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Yes.

Maulana ABDUL HAMID KHAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, racai;;
@Aty 1z FIgeta q7n wws A= FQAe! At sty 59 51‘6{-
RBa §E 21379 wq] Arze AsfAt afvw Avs ifaw 1 owl 3g
Faiz =fars ~ga A3 IR INY softTrhy w@8ra Ay wﬁm%
Atg o 2 s faits w=figr 2p9) s ain dsigacy ofi A~id
FgAsy zzifas Ifaar =feziz (rew =2l | asl siglm sfus
fate sraaid sfanl fars w78 3P w9 wEYT 30w ﬁté;{ wf?r
spiafis 3fzal sifesr fagys fars v 53 @ﬁﬁlig“{‘ 8] ‘.?‘ii
fua'a wagl w3l e3aftg wrsl Amd w@E @R A 'a.ajét@'c;a
FF(a T4 s3E[cE a1 giRare3 sfey wfas—afacs 2913 (AT
wnfg21q A3 |1 Asks Aee o Figlaotcy (Sl #AA ?Fﬁlffﬂ ‘Qﬁﬁif?
creul A warrR Stasts T yA7 A wgets  ofig s
FFAA (I GIPE 4T A F oz @13 fAeaciy settlement Iy
gfad 1§ A9 [ ey A%z igiarg g #fws A1 S €3 Ifea
fe x5 (FAT oA AF ) ofigm 2¥1 T sngEA 3= settlement
gz afal B3 w4l Amy fog sfEg e ww sfxa A arﬁgﬂ Slel
sefad fAres faa afzre sifcan @3t (1F Sgars g e {3 2
“911@:“ 2512 o9 scttlement 97 FIF[I TF 31| 59 ¢ IV f:[cﬁ ]
A5 B SIAT TACAT ya7 custq fga JEACA Trla WELFAS TF FRANCE
aus(ET Ag Giwl @fe W Al i st e AR AR
sealfe stedtarda gt crenl 831 ASNAT AT FewAT A gw A
o1 ATt Flaugs @x «F @@ aw Iz T3 S afs
e Al ®Ta ayEal A fatcza i fCatBa gl m=re - effe
qedraBa (18 myaics @il ¥ I EHE: IEWA 3 W7 Ay

Syss sedarda Al ww frare 3feFte Swr oo A o fam
wifx Afwzia <32 g&A faas AHA EALICIE IR E A BRI S (I Y 7Y

A3 1 wfCs Bestw Apm 49 YA IR A INAT AsiA 3% Ffcs
afra feg @ 4Fy «ega g FEA Gl AR T 2 Aifqeq
Stzra (F1a FHga qENEa faa credl W AR O sy erg13a
delE TR WCwiaR wfaa AACSE (T ORIAL SIIAA Fags aﬁfs
AY (FSF ZTTF | ForiFCH sizfal AMFCS 4 M« ’ﬁ -
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Y RAAY 4w W Folts a7 sy seals asdmrga #¥ wnwdq I3
AFGe SIUAC f’@%‘% Fcaq <131 =tida aima «1= efEgia asdRelE
@ wTa faal A[w Tieta FE @ as] Amiz Had zicw cfunty N4
3 wreta fagaq <3 faa aa 22 27, wf s =fn efkwE
dsdaB.m 1 Btcg 4rmtay Wal s steg ¢ wtAd WHE i@l @A
GG %513 [A+5 2308 F1q »taay  =|qig Fars A G SIEIE

J<)

WQ‘! Qﬁ? i‘:(ﬂ EX-4 Q?C’i[ F19474 e | gcft;‘xx;' C"F\'a\’f’;»] A1G=IRA

BregrRd  wealsy 3faE qFta efqarga ) fAracie

2195 AL —161HT TCBT FMT 5 RACaz] A FlAcE AT I AW
Amty 715 2¥I

1% Aqm =T

steata  @gag CFIAF!

@ faa =3t BB 132 miErEa of Agera AR
[rarafa «@as AlRtE T2 wel-e 2 =AY ® AT 5"
sedftasa facua g2 wtwad afar-fz gae dsdtabe F2l WAt s AR
ﬁﬁgﬁﬁ g facarsy = 7A sifaqa 31 wigig 5T wisrgpss AR
stBTac G G2 stia wf2ara 63 @f fqay Aza A3 &fAgifga @
srsdragcr  wizina afs aF Ff2q13 a9 #a A4 Q04T AFIE afaata |
47471 dlerad dgla w3z 2 A=A
i3t ZEUOlE 2 [TE% @8 wl-qr4] 2491 atzizs qrand efa Groga F4l
77 <igir dfs AudcaC6d g2 A[FT wfacsfs aq AsdBe @ ATT
fagg SIS A[CET | SII[IZA gfagial @4 Bogd FA LA AEF
sodcas aaafe sfasime A7 weard adfre  Trgw AR Cpdl T
farag wfagre Al @A FEAA] stedcas A ATiIR siofras Al

Permanent Settlement 31 {54723t

atz |

izl AwAZ AT wfagl qleFa wqift  Ag AW sSqras AFITP

x mfagi  frated o1z agad  Ifara IRl @z faca wqi 869!
ofn wfaprg  @EAl

AGta B4
facacsa ASIT T FAIGT

faqra @9 ﬂ'é‘ft‘lt‘%?l Vj@ el 59

gaFE &9 s SR AfeErd
oiata @fa caafwa ziA Ffarscs TSI 4
Ffares <1z fraidl 286 FNEA
staria  daiq s s1p arad 4 @ cFa AR Bafe 2B s A (A
s afztes AR oI elEld ars cotst wfgcs AT IR afe
sofesa faeen g @en 8os | @ fa @373 ufawl dzies fqdrd
a1z gl *9) 7@ AT uifa cafacsfyg @ A afqsia gA7ae
“cpesl eEdig | fa@w @y @@ Awe A w7l z3alte feg e
Afa= atelal S{EH Qw7 sfq @3 [aFa sfaca GRS R (T FYFE
fow <@ wHF(R «@% Arfe AREEAd eyl 355 fga [F% 9% fad
eted T 2F A(T) WAy WA FA) IECA  ARMILH A S
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efsics g (reuts FLag T wAA AFAl (Feal? SiFURI AUT AV
Al acwal jeal WE ofaaia &9 dal zEEe Y GWA fara e
feala (1 e <E *3l sRapE otE ol qtw o cRewl TR
wAwa) <3 g7 «rsafca? afes wfRwl (eul ©f6T ) ORL A4 INAR

[ 1

¥Y (3 im-ta 213 4%® z3a a1 faw w3 F R ©FR
Fiaq a@ut « @317 (1w sens wigal fGe  swa—dswt free
mmef | afre e dedeErd el @@ @AM e fafre F
Bycy Paice Pt Aswgd osta gt :3@ AfmEl waty wR A/
T =W cime fed wwid sve e &M WA IR Ffars
2l sga wis{s wel fum wnl (6w @S IART A I
firs sfimiz a@ads @R Aedad (W 2% @6 & FfE
smiee qF wfzay U wa T @ AFAA W 37 w1 Sfow
qrgal T o sica Afe neaR Asid s SR A NRPSRy BT
sfg  arsca) @2 vass e Ifaw sty @% faq  oppose

Ffacsfs |

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish I should
express my humble views on the subject before the House now. This is a
very serious matter which deserves our most careful and thoughtful consider-
ation. This is a matter which involves the prosperity and relationship of
two main sections of the people of the Sylhet district. A regular tug of war
is going on between the landlords and the tenants of the district for the last
one decade over the question of amendments to the Sy]het. Tenans:y Act.
The old legislation had to be repealed on <_:ermin extraorgimary clrcums-
tances. Let me now enumerate the conditions under which .the existing
Sylhet Tenancy Act of 1936 came into existence. The economic depression
of the raiyats, stagnancy in payment of rent to landlords, the helplessness of
tenants in enjoying full bencfits in the land they occupy, and some other
uncivic customs led to the repeal of the old tenancy leglslauor'l_ It
was so old that many find it difficult to trace its age. By appointing
ime to time at enormous cost the then irrespon-

many special officers from U ‘
sible Government—I mean the pre-autorromous Government—enacted the .
present Sylhet Tenancy legislation m 1936. But to our utter disappoint-

ment, the present legislation has in many respects created a cumbrous posi-
tion among the tenants and landlords of the district. The Sylhet Tenancy
Act of 1936 could not remove many of the grievances of the tenants. Ajg
the present Bill which has been ‘presentcd to the Hoqse dogs not seek to
remove all the gricvances of tenants, 25 well as the motion which the Hon’ple
Finance Minister has made for reference of the Bill to a Select Commit

cannot thercfore get my support.
Now, I shall try to state before the House the demands of the

raiyats which are being placed before the Government for the last few
years. It is not unknown to the hon. membprs of this House that the
raiyats of the district of Sylhet are holding meetings after meetings and they,
are representing their demands to the authorities concerned. Y

tee,
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that there are scveral Tenants’ Associations,

It is also a known fact
8 ¥ : 1ot K il H 5 i
Svlhet District Krishak Proja Samity

t}hu principal among them is the ,
throucol whie ; : i : )
: ro :,, 1 which the real grievances of the raivats were represented
= = o ) ‘ 4 ; D& LR | ese .
the present autonomous Government since 1t came into  power
I wurievances which the

.\l’”.v'."" S”:' r ""h"t” “'t“‘ to "Fiitﬂ.nii'l HER" actual
tenants of Sylhet want to be redressed.  The first grievance is the >
of reduction of existing rate of rent in some aral grEETAnEs, IS e ) -
Anather oe e ~ - some  places where it is  exorbitant.
Anoth t "':""l“':" for which the Er"n@sﬂl' are crving hoarie 1s to get an
exemption from paying the arrear rent. They have approached the Cove
c-z'run'l-.m_ v,:,»n'h thf"pr:xj.'rr that if it is considered just, they should {1(‘; some
?;)T‘t":‘u; r.‘t'!av:f 1:)';-‘ w:!)in'_: ot Ehf‘ hu'zi" amount of outstanding arrcars. Then
g 1 ” zf_r q ‘I,fmm] 3 ”‘"5’“"1””'{ service tenure.,  In the present civilised age
of the country. people do not like that they should live under certain section
ant to dominate over them. There are other instances,

will take much time of the House and about which

of the people who w
Later, I shall compare

which, if T enumerate,
the present Bill has made an attempt

the present Bill and try to explain before the Housc whether the  Bill has
been able to remove the demands of tne people of my district. ‘While I
advocate the cause of the tenants, I for a moment do not forget that Mirash-
dars should be S”bit‘Ct to all kinds {)fi]lf';:;[l sufferings. [ say that Mirash-
dars should be given such opportunity and rights by which they can hais
their due rents and live in pro;p('ri(v’. Jy curtailing the ri};h'l.%‘ of Zemin-
dars, T do not propose that facilities should remain only with the raiyats. I
do not propose that Zemindars’ right should be fully taken away and the
tenants only should have the right to enjoy. My intention, Sir, 19 th;'lt
there should be such legislation which may bring a cordial relationship
between landlords and tenants. For some time past, I noticed that e
feelings between Zemindars and tenants are not as they should be. There
is one section of the people who are provoking the tenants against Zemin-
This kind of provocation or any kind of illegal hopes should not_ be

They should not be given opportunity to revolt a.gai.nst
abolished from the district,

bring forward cordial

to remove,

dars.
given to tenants.
Zemindars.  Unless the Zemindari system s
they should bring such legislation which alone can

relationship between these two classes.
Let us come to the main Bill which has been proposed bcfore
ationship b

to seec whether it is sufficient to bring a harmonious rel
Perhaps it is known to the hon. members ©

landlord and the tenant. :
introduce an amending Bill to the existing Sylhet
1937. Of course, then, I

House that I also tricd to 1

Tenancy Act. This I introduced first in December,

could not secure the necessary sanction of His Excellency the Governor, but

ed and it actually came before the House
Bill, the present Hon’ble

subsequently sanction was obtain

for discussion in December last. After I moved my

Minister-in-charge requested me to withdraw my Bill and he gave out hopes
d with the opinion of a

that he would prepare such a Bill in consultation an ;
sections of the people and the House. And as a matter of fact my Bill was
rejected by the House. Then, Sir, what happened ? The present Hon’ble
Minister-in-charge paid visits to several parts of the district and it was
pul)ll'Sth in the papers that the Hon’ble Minister was going to those bplaclfs

ut the

the House
etween the
f this

io secure the views of the public on the proposed tenancy legislation,

duration of visits which the Hon’ble Minister paid in each of the meetings
he real situation which 18

edge goes, he had to

would not convince me that he was able to learn t
So far as my knowl
pend more than 2 to

prevailing in the district now.
attend 5 or 6 meetings daily and nowhere he could s
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3 hours. As a result of this tour the present Bill has been prepared and
placed before the House. This Bill is not complete in itself and so I do not
think that it can get my support. The chief amendment that has been made
in this Bill is the abolition of the landlord’s fee. This is the only main
feature which can be said to be to the advantage of the raiyats. The provi-
sion for service tenure, in this Bill, does not seem to be at all sound.

There is another serious measure which has been attempted in the
present Bill, that is, to give a weapon to the hands of the Mirashdars by
introducing the certificate system. The clause added in the proposed Bill
to secure realisation of rent of the landlords on application to the Deputy
Commissioner or the Collector is a dangerous one. Collectors will have
ample powers to realise rents. But this certificate system, which is a hateful
system, is one which has been very seriously denounced in Bengal. In our
district, save and except those estates which are under the management of
the Court of Wards, this certificate system is not prevalent. I this power be
given to the Zemindars a serious injustice will be done to the raiyats. The
present procedure under which Mirashdars realise their rent through civil
court is a bit lengthy one. But this gives the raiyats sufficient time for
payment, but in the certificate system an application is seat and the Collector
sends in a peon for the realisation of the arrear rent. These people go to the
tenant’s house and all on a sudden they attach all moveable properties of these
poor raiyats and these are sold in auction. I have seen thisin the case of
Court of Wards estates. There is another serious matter which deserves our
attention. If anybody reasonably objects to the payment, the Court’s peons
will go back and send reports to the officer concerned stating that they have
been prevented in the execution of Court’s order and on this ground the
poor raiyats are prosecuted and they are severcly punished. In such cases
the Courts do not care to weigh the evidence thoroughly. Ifthere is the
evidence of only the peon and a chaukidar, the Court will come to the finding
that the case has been proved, and those people are very severely punished.
So, I totally disapprove of this k_ind of legislation, and it is not only the
opinion of my humble self but this system has been very severely condemned

by the Bengal Legislature.

Then I come to another aspect of the question. In the existing Act,
section 25(2), there is a_provismn like this—¢Every person bolding land as an
occupancy raiyat in a village under a lal}dlord sha_ll ha\_ze rights o.f occupancy
in all land for the time being held by him as a raiyat in that village under
the same landlord”. Now, Sir, I say why should there be this restriction ?
Suppose one lives in 2 village and holds some land .there as an occupancy
tenant under a Mirashdar and he holds some land in a neighbouring village
under the same Mirashdar also then under the proposed law he shall f)e
debarred from having an occupancy tenant’s right in the neighbouring villace
even though it be under the same landlord. Why sh_ould he be deprived T)f
buying land in another village. 1 do not consider this to be a sound law.

Then T would refer the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge to some other see.
tions also. Section 38 of present Act (liability for arrears of rent on
transfer) provides— ‘when an occupancy raiyat transfers his holding or 2
share or portion thereof, the transferor and the transferee shall be joinily and
severally liable to the landlord for arrears of rent due at the time of the
transfer’””. Here, Sir, both the transferor and the transferee are jointl
liable. Why, Sir ? Suppose 1 purchase only 2 kepers of land from ‘a biz
holding, which is in arrears of rent for the Jast four years, the moment ?
purchase this 2 keyers I become liable for the whole arrears, Ts it justifiable ?
I again ask whether it is at all justifiable, because 1 have only y ul 211 ik
these two keyers, the rent of which can only be Rs.2, or Rs.3, or Rls?.4:Cb11§1ts e?f‘
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the arrear 2 P
moment;cz:mounts to Rs.200, I shall be liable for the whole of it the
ing, b get my document registered. 1 have not enjoyed the O ire hold-
g, but I am made liable for the arrears of rent not cnjoyrd "’“['“' e ::-(r)mq
rs ol rent. Here, also, raisc strobie

Ob.lﬁcnon because no attempt has 7{..',.‘., made t : . |
Deen moad o rectiy’ v this anomalty

Then, I go back to section 33 of tl e
. 5 ac y section 33 of the exastin:r | . ’ %
¢ . L c1stin s las richt « e ¢ n.
This has been aholished in the present Bill tn [ oo hold ht of pre- m};t:‘?w
: . i resent biil, bu ddo hold that the co-shat-
::-ust have the right of pre-emption.  Because it is w it . ”l_ , '“’- there
twe two Jr three co-sharers, and one of them has a o e ] e other
; 0, he can easily go and se!l his share to a t , 1'“ e i ':;“ }'“ l'catt‘
> . “ . _ e o 2 ihird n . oand thercby cr
gouble. But if there is the right of pre-emption sucl e & N ,, - cur and
) s o ! mptron such things can C £
the tenancy cannot be divided into many part ~ 3 e n 0iC
, LT Suppose there 1s a
tenant and he has five sons, and these 5 sons live separately ‘] i of the
sons sells his portion to a third par » sons live separately. i ORE
P ion to a third party, the other brothers will be I)“" 1o

trc . S rinl 5
>uble. So, I think, there should be a right of | re-cmption given to the

co-sharers.
[ refer 10

_Thcn, Sir, there is another thing—the most 1important thing
iqczo?dl%.')’ (obligation to pay rent) “An occupancy raivat shall l’:\' rent for
18 O ' 1 . » 42 AT . AD = % ;“" e “* ’
olding at fair and equitable rates”, and  that has been  governed "Y
1‘211}’3

section 46—*the rent for the time being payable by an occupancy
shall be presumed to be fair and equitable until the contrary is proved”- At
present the ratc pr'm.r'ai!in(g is Rs.5 to Rs.7 M;r Feyer jfl. u'-:n;‘ !‘»l.-,.r‘.'t's l)l;t will lt
be a nzws to the hon. members of the Hous: and to the ;1‘\kg\‘1,1::'};\[1,1‘,;tcr
I say that the present productive power of the land is not mor¢ than
maunds, and even the best land cannot produce more than 8 maunds
and the price of paddy 1> at most Rs.10 or Rs.12 at the presen
rate ? And if out of this the tenant pays the _‘\,}3,;,‘3,(1;,--};’ s 5 or Rs.6, of Rs. 75
what remains out of it for his maintenance after t)::\-iwl:»- for the uxp::mcs for
ploughing and the cost of growing the paddy, ;m!(l ; i';":'ill"‘ lawyers, doctors
and others. In this connection there is a (‘.()]']l]"()y(:['g>j? _and many
argued with me about it—whether we can touch the contracted rent
the Mirasdar. It was argued that we are not competent Lo am:nd the

by altering the rate of rent and that the Provincial Legislature have
authority to alter or do anything to the cxisting laws of the pcrmzmcﬂtl?"
settled areas. But, Sir, when we are going to amend the Tenancy Act P
disturbing the rights of permanent scttlement, 1 think we can also ent€r 1ndto
Where it is found to be Rs.2 or not

with

i >
Jdow, we need 1
below, wt hould

the question of rent.
anything, but where it is found to be exorbitant or teo high, why 8
there not be some intervention by the Government ? If the Legislature can
entertain the idca of amending the existing Act soverning the permancﬂtlY’
we not be entitled to enter into the qucestion O he
amended in  thi

settled estates, should

rates of rent. My proposal is that section 13 should be

way .__““An occupancy raiyat shall pay rent for his holding at fair an

equitable rates but in no case it shall excced Rs.2 per keyer Per annui?_°
By adding this portion what do we do ? The rate below Rs.2 will
not be affected, but only in cases where exorbitant rate 1s prevalent
where the rate is more than Rs.2—those places will be forced to come
under the operation of this Act. Of course this higher rate, as far as MY
knowledge goes, is not prevalent in all the places of the district. Only 18
some places and particularly in some places of Habiganj subdivision the rat®
is too high and I have been told that in the Karimganj subdivision and 12
certain other places it is also too high. Even in some villages the rate ¥

Rs.k4 per keyer per annum.
Mr. BAIDY ANATH MOOKERJEE : Is this patia land ?
o r‘;’:‘gglavx ABDUR RAHMAN : Most of these lands are for the purpos®
=4 eten% fgn. Sir, I was arguing on this point that if we find that we 2ar€
comp enter into the question of right of pre-emption, etc., why should
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‘charge to section 172. Here it is propos€
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We not attempt to reduce the rent where it is too exorbﬁaqt ? It will not
affect the general class of Zemindars, it will only affect certain areas and that
will also be a very small arca.  So far as I know about my _subdivision, it is
Only in Tarap Pargana and in certain other places the rate Is too high. Sir,
I consulted many of the Zemindars and they also agreed that it would not be
Unwise if it be Rs.2.

In this connection the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge may say .tl_lat some
Sort of provision has been made in his Bill. But \:fha‘t 1 that provision ?. Is
1t at all happy, is it at all {ree from litigation ? By this he has authorised
the Revenue Oflicer with certain powers, i.¢., POWeEr tq settle rents, power
to reduce rents if in the opinion of the officer, Ehc maintenance of CXiSting
rents would on any groun(‘l: whether spcciﬁcd n t_hc qu .ACt or not, be
Unf‘;lir or inc(llli(:ll)l(‘. .,\'ir_, I have Ll]ullght O\'C.l‘ .thlS provision, 1.6, S&Ction
116B, sub-section (1). The provision, 1 subn}lt, 1s too lln}lappy. I should
like to say that this will lead to serious litigation. Supp0§111g the ‘Revenue
Officer sends a Sub-Deputy Collector to g0 and enqure into certain areas,
what he will do ?  He will not first go to the 1"‘“_"5_“5 on whose Invitation
he is sent there.  Naturally he will approach the bigger people and not the
commoners, and he will submit his report to his .nm.ncdlate superior accor-
dingly. Again will the Mirashdars rest satxshpd with the decision of the

Revenue Officer if it goes against their interests > '1111}3)/‘ will }go_to the Gijvil
Court and they will go even to the Hight Court. 1en what the raiyats

will do ? They will ultimately stop in the way- ',Umy €annot proceed with
the litigation againsi big Mirashdars. So, I draw the .attglltxon of tl}e Hon’pje
Minister whether he sees the reasonableness of my point to make it bindi_ng
that the rate should not be more than Rs.2 per keyer PEr annum.

Then another matter of vital importance is the division of tenancy, o
pProvided in sections 103 and 104 of the present Act. : Hcre in th-e Presens
Bill section 104 has been deleted, and has given 2 lon‘g hlsf }?OW division ot
tenancy can be given effect to. Here i the wl}'ltq:fltitoungsTare carefy]}
considered, I may say that it is also not free il‘Or}'lld ::l'lxcaa;c ‘1.11’1 b he Provision
will have to be amended again. In practical ﬁC\ AL twb Re trouble angd
Government and legislators of this House will bt{i c1)1rcin t(ilisrmg L end-
ment again. S0, before taking any hast}é ?it (\)fer)’ carefullver TBPortan
matter, my submission is that we may const e _ Y and gege that
it should not be such as to create litigation. cent Bill. in o

Then as to the service tenure. In the CI:“;O ool s hi;smse 33, sub.
clause (3) it has been said ““A tenant wmhm:ﬁ et P Service intg
rent shall, within three years of the comme o Witk & ct,
the Revenue Court for such (:ornmutatloﬂiCl qgn G e g B Notice jy° th
Prescribed form to be served on the landlor 1:1 I be, wit'hin F S
Why there should be a time limit, why Shouhould not be g ; tee Years
I should say “‘at once or any time”. There s vice Lo oo il efias
If anybody does not like to commute his 'Selegislation 3 nItf Withiy, 0l
years, then does he not become barred by thlSSC S Tt o
tion does not like to do that now, in that chuld ot be any b SFation
barred by this provision. So, I say ther® 20 % ety Ty 1, o

I should again like to draw the attenuthat .......... e niSter -

e
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : How long the hon. mepyp, wi]

to finish ? : < T take
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: 1 will f)zifnfenly oS Mingg

Regarding section 172, I will give only the 5% : € exjens

that in a rent suit if anybody intends_ t

certain amount to be due from him, he 1!
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ithout giving that amount he cannot enter i .
t enter into a defence.  In the pl’cicm

B(lel it is suggested that the amount shall not excecd half tl b
3 ffmttcd to be duc to plaint. My ;41 g e ey Ml
(o4 x I . MY poant is that it should be e thie ® # .
i endant furmshc_,s. a szecurity to the satisfaction of o U = M“, this: It lh(‘
allowed to enter into a defence and MM tion 4;1-; the Court, he ,\'imuld be
attentic . he Homn? ASLACe Bl ile his defence.  Here AW the
2 thplt)n ofth:_} Yon'ble Minister that chis much latitud i«iu_,, ﬂll (lh 1 b

e tene G At 1 he we et AL SR titudc shot e Z
enants that 1f }l(, wants to enter 1nto a defence he E“, lﬂ‘i l ;’;i\'('“

I ce, he should e E =

SU.Ch ]dtltUd( as to rl‘ lc ‘l ( t (
- - e a ,l.i'il—" i -nishi ‘ 1

= }"? g“!ﬂﬂ“: SNINo A cCurgre T‘. ‘”1]"'.! |i}“:!,‘ll-=(~, lh.‘

'.[‘l.('[l)

security should be to the satisfaction of the
- , ! ok
I may be allowed to sum up, I want from the insteac
‘ I instes
re SO

Court concerned.
Hon'ble Minister that
Our people @

of delaying the matter, he should finish it in this sessio
harassed and the feeling between the land] g 2 p
it rcquir(-s ifn!‘n('diiitc- 1"(‘”"1( 1] l Ii o ””l’; .:““J Shasaiie 2 kil th‘u
i, cd1atc wal and the I"'”l']ff should get : diate rcli(.‘. .
My Sub(rlm]ssmn to him, therefore, is that he should e ‘:;,Ttltr((l;,‘:.[(-Bill be
e > > = cm aa prArity - . - Py ’ 3 ; »
2(;::1?‘ g(t;lst'zy the House as carly as possible.  We have given a promise to
. j l‘u(i’nlcy .that_whcu we return from Shillong, we shall bring these
wo picces O cglslat"l’?’ ”“’. Sylhet Tenancy legislation and  the “Money
we disappoint them, they will certainly belabour u.s

Lenders legislation.
(gt e st ofthe socies v 53 o L,

ve » W ! ) surcly belaboured. 1 would say to the
Minister that this legislation should be adopted within one hour if I)ossi
(laughter). But that is obviously impossible and so I request that this shot
be p.asscd even within two or three days. He ought " give his carnest
consideration to the points I have raised. These are the élcniun(ls of the
tenants of the district and if they are not 1'(3111(;\'("(! I rxle)v" t('l‘l the Hon’ble
Mmlstcr_that the next time when he will go to my subdivision, he will not get
any ovasion from them. On the other hand, he will h.'w(:,;my number ©

black flag demonstrations in his honour.
MUHAMMAD ABHAB CHAUDHURY: I\r/ffy

Maulavi Dewan

gpeaker, Sir, I rise to endorse the views cxpressed v predecessors
hgn. friend Maulavi Abdul Bari Chztudrhury 21111sz H:i, I:}ftd ey Abdur
Rahman who -have clearly .CritiCiSCd the legal aspects of the Bill
need not enter nto the details of the Bill. Sir, I only want to 52
Sir, Japan should be an eye opencr to us all here. The Samural arist

class surrendered their rights to the people of their own accord. we wa
real freedom for India, the landholders or the aristocratic class of India also
should follow the example of Japan by giving rights of freedom 1O their
tenants. 1he lanaholder of Sylhet, nay of the whole of India, should march
with the democratic spirit of the age. His Excellency Lord LinlithgoW
sounded a note of warning to the aristocratic classes of India and aske
to be liberal and democratic-minded. If they want that the history,
Russia should not be repeated, if they want that they should save their 2
from annihilation, they should follow the democratic spirit of the ag€ and
make 2 friendly relation with their neighbours who are their best ﬁ-icnds-
Police and the big guns of Government cannot protect them. Itis the good
will of their neighbours that will protect them from outside invasion.

With these few words, I resume my seat.
'pble the SPEAKER : Is the hon. member opposing

The Hon
supporting the motion ? ,
Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD ABHAB CHAUDHURY : I am
supporting the views expressed by my hon. friends.
' The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am asking about the motion.
[ am

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD ABHAB CHAUDHURY :

“opposing it.
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Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the change in

the €Xisting tenancy legislation is absolutely necessary to remove certain
dlsf‘d\'nnmées under which the great majority of the population of the district
of Sylhet labour. The present Government Bill is an attempt to redeem
the pledges to a very small extent which we, 2s Congressmen, gave to the
tenantry for the amelioration of the condition and to translate into action
the pledges which the Indian National Congress declared on behalf of the
whole country in its famous Karachi resolution. s
Sir, Indiais a country of Agriculturists, the majority of whom are
tenants. The district of Sylhet is no exception. The country as a whole
during the British Administration has been impoverished, the brunt of
Poverty being borne by the peasantry. The policy pursued by early British
administrators in the sphere of land legislation for the safety and stabilisa-
tion of their newly-acquired dominions is one of the causes responsible for
this. It is a well known fact that with the import of British imperialism when
the social structure of self-contained Indian villages was being rapidly
destrovcd, and now by the introduction of Permanent Settlement in ‘1793
by Lord Cornwallis in the land system of Bengal of which the district of
Sylhet was an integral part ull 1874, a revoh_ltlon was effected by a
Stroke of pen. This resulted in the ultimate ruin of _about one third
rent  farmers existing at the time of the introduction of permanent
settlement and brought the tenantry under the full cpntrol of the new settle-
ment holders. Their grip over the tenantry was tlghtene_d by subsequent
legislations and the last vestige of customary rights which the tenantry
enjoyed during the pre-British days were altogether obliterated, till at last the
imperialistic friends of the Indian landlords were forced to take the measures
for giving some security to the tillers of th.c soﬂ: '
ir, tenants, nay the gereral population of the world in every country
have been subject to exploitation, always by upper ten of society, whether
they be Kings, Lords, Amirs, Rajas, Government officials, Zemindars o
Talukdars, "Cu]ture, comfort and honours_ belqnqu_to a class of the fortu-
nate minority who enjoyed life and the fruits of civilisation at the cost of the
i]literate, uncultured, disorganised and teeming millions who were made to
believe that they were predestined to live a life of starvation, amidst plenty,
that they were to eke out their existence for the pleasure of the Privileged
min01~ity, that they were granted some amenitiss, some rlghts and opportuni.
ties out of sheer kindness and hymapltarlan sense. Ir}dxa along with tHa
other countries of the world fell in with the same line with the- breaking -
of the village communities and growth of feudalism, and Indjan Peasantry
were brought under the full. cor_ltrol qf the upper (Elasses. . Permanent Tt
ment introduced by the British imperialists shattered trcf)' }l)leces the VEry smal]
security which the tenantry had against the all powerful landlorqg in phes
British days. But the last }/?7%%6 of any kind of security to tenants was taken
away b ulation VII o !
yca)rll 521% imagine, Sir, that if my l‘andlord d<}3mlar_1ded of me g
tenant Rs.100 as an enhanced amount of rent for a holding for which I ha
been paying Rs.10 for many generations and I refused to pay pL 'ave
; i i t required to go t m the
enhanced amount of his demand, he is not req 0 80 t0 a coypy but
may take the law in his own hands, arrest me, restrain any Property i
the same to be mine in any of the houses of my co-villagers et tﬁlng
sold at whatever price he likes without the help of any court ang hem
his demand satisfied ? Can you further imagine, Sir, if I, eing et ave
by the hardship, bring a criminal case against him and fajl t¢ establigh, ssed
charge, T shall cither be fined or sent_to prison for the very ", +1Sh the
bringin llegation against him, If I am to cite all the cJacity of
Teng an At 5 ' ' T Specific cases of

his
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tenants n i - - 5
i mucl'Ot }gcttmg_]u:ﬁtwu in the law courts. I am sorry
bef. : : 1 0 tl.u: time of the House, [ shall i 2 = sorry 1 shall have to
0182 the Hon’ble House. shall place onec instance as a model
ne Bacharam. a sc
 Sdue L:i(,harfun, 2 scheduled class tenant of Gauripur cst: _
against one Rasiklal Chakravarty, 2 Naib of  AARPT A complained
- . s Ay . s 3 varty, a4 Jsaul i the al resat Sl .
peons re siding in Saktiarkhola under H il aid estate, and his
t1o d ) . i < | 1 I“"‘“‘ e slalion ounainga - 4 T
n and torture in the Sunamganj Crimi ! Sunamganj, for intimida~-
and wz : namganj Criminal Court I berso .
nd was thoroughly convinced that matters t . personally enquired
The aforesaid Rasiklal Ch: ks il ies place as described below +—
voters of - o “hakravarty became angry with tl .
ers of Durgapur who voted fo  the Conpres angry with the Barman
4 . d g . ’ ) 54 ."". 1l M 4 - s -
election instead of voting for the nomince c *.[.’“’.“";“"' ili” the last Assembly
- ” - ince ol citr a . . ok )
Bacharam, the headman of the village, to | heu 'nnu lord and singled out
s : e, to pay the penalty. ’
3 The an’ble the SPEAKER : How is all zﬁhgﬁg n-ﬂzi- 1 di
sion of the rights of the tenantry ? If the hon mec nis\';mj to the GlsF
. 5 . J * - Q) 1Cl cr as g
anything about the principles of the Bill, he can A 86 1as got to SaY
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: ©5ir, we have e
and we have to tak p ? : Sir, we have to take the tenant
e have to taxe the Zemindar and judge individually.  Compare their
mode of living and the difference comes uuﬂ? in sharp ,-,,“‘.,'5" ,1"“}””13‘”5’[_ n o
- 2 S W . . = . ¢ ' = Sliche C Cil. 1¢ OS1 10
a zamindar cven in @ distressing condition is thousand times nnn‘:-l)(')l(lvanta-
geous than that of a fortunate pcasant, whatever relief you mmay ri\,: "t) him.
However sccure you may make his position, a tenant Fan. AEVE gve e cha
Zemindar becausc of his inherent plz i the consti Cam, T approac
e crent place 1in the constitution of society ; leisure,
comforts, amenitics of life, art, culture and fruits of civilization, : -« scale
books to him. The disparity of their respe e YT e e
o -‘1' R i chian ir  respecive positions will remain a8
y with a slight change in favour of the tenants, if this amend-

great as ever on
ment Bill be passed.

Sir,.somc accuse us that the Bill which has been submitted by Govern-
ment brings a resolution and is of a confiscatory character. “The self-same
cry was raiscd Wh‘{nCVCT an attempt was made to curb to a wvery moderaté
extent, the U]’ll‘CStrlCl(jd powers of landlords which the notorious chulation
VII of 1799 conferred upon them. The same cry was raised in Bengal after
the district of Sylhet was ceded from it during the passinq’ of Act VIII of

the same thing repeated cluring1 fh}f
1ic

The whole country witnessed
engal Legislative Council W
The

1885.
passage of the Bengal Tenancy Act in the B
received the assent of the Bengal Governor only a few days back.
ovisions common with the chgal’ Act. 15 i 2
ides for

amending Bill has many pr
catory character ?

Bill of a confls ) . It abolished transfer fee and prov
fee in the sherista of landlord. of pre-

It takes away the right
and fair rent, 1 confers

a registration .
emption, adopts the prmciple of fixing equitable
tenantry right upon, though in a modified form, ILtmanders, Bhandaris an
militate against the proprictory cights Ol and;
item

Do these provisions
1 presume these are 1

Nonkers.
lords which they got by permanent settlement ?
of confiscation. T'o come to a solution of the question, even historicallys ¥
‘ ho is the owncr of the land. If we look to the past history of
ith their component ¢! o

are to consider W C [
the country, We find that the village communities W
vators were the owners of the lands, the ruling chief having only a right tf

lelt

collect revenuc, the distribution of land and the collection crop being

undisturbed with the villages concerned. With the growth of feudalismm, the

soverign authority at the cent d more powers, the village commuii-
he

re assume
ties began to be broken, the ruling chiefs became rent collectors and 1t
newly acquired tercitorics with no ru given in charge ©

ling chiefs were
revenue collectors.
The raisers of the cry of confiscation may say
nce 1793. With the in

— we are not concerned
troduction of permane®

Wi:}]l,c pre-British days si

settlement we have been declared proprictors of the soil whi

4 - o = e : . Ch me ns We

have got every right to do anything we like with our property barriig the
he liberty to oust any person at our

terms of contract by which w -
pleasure from our property?, o havet

-l
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The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Order, order, The hon. member
is requested to finish his speech soon !

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Yes, Sir.

“This is the full implication of proprietor-ship. Any provision
fettering our freedom regarding our property is confiscation™.
But was there no obligation imposed upon them by Lord Cornwallis ?
Have they carried out these obligations ? No, Sir, they have not. They
did not tender pattas which they were bound to do, did not presume the
standard of measurement in the collectorate and did not keep accounts as
were required of them. Breakers of terms of obligation of a contract
cannot cry for ecnforcement of the terms of rights conferred by it. The
landholders of Bengal, nay of Sylhet did not play - their part of the game,
and it does not lie in  their mouth to raise the cry of confiscation of their
rights and privileges now.

But is the tenantry bound by the permanent settlement of the three
parties connected with the land system ? They were studiously excluded
from the arrangement, which on behalf of the Board of Directors, the virtual
sovercign power of the  then Bengal, Lord Cornwallis made with the
landlords. the rent collectors. If the tenantry being conscious of their
rights make an attempt to assert themselves and the arrangement of the
anent settlement is thereby affected, you cannot name the attempt as
an act of confiscation. Granting for argument’s sake that the Billis of 2
confiscatory nature, in so far as it takes away many privileges which are
the natural outcome of the principle of permanent settlement, I declare
from the house-tops, Sir, that a people’s Government have every right to
adopt any measure it likes for the welfare of its people. A prior Parliament
hns no right to bind down the course of action of a subsequent Parliament.
If after the attainment of Purna Swaraj, the representatives of the Swaraj
Government do find the existing laws to be detrimental to the best interests
of the country, it will be within their rights, nay their incumbent duty to
abolish them even against long-standing usage and custom. They say, ‘we
have got Provincial Autonomy, that is a limited sovereign a.u.thority so far as
provincial matters are concerned, subject tothe supervising control of
provincial Governors.” So, even this legislature, Sir, with the approval of
the Governor, can do away with the permanent settlement, if requirements
of the province demand it. There will be  nothing unparliamentary,
unconstitutional or immoral in such a measure. But practically the Bill
does not aim at affecting the fixed payment of revenue, the main principle
of permanent settlement. It is not revolutionary, but reformatory, not
confiscatory but something of a compromise between the two extreme views
the absolute ownership of land of the permanent scttlement-holders and
their representatives in interest, and the nationalisation of land by the

State.
'~ Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, during the
last general election, as has been said by some l:lon. 'members previously
the ballot box sprang a surprise by the message it delivered. Tt was pcrhapg

due to the fact that the Congress election manifesto regarding agrarian

question served as an important factor in determining the results of the last

election. And, therefore, it has been quite in the fitness of things that the
Congress Coalition Ministry, soon after it :dssume:d office, has tabled thjs
an}ending Bill to the Sylhet Tenancy Act with a view to remove some of the
grievances of the tenantry. |

perm
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Maulavi
avi MUHA
S.xr. Will the hon. n"u'n?!’Lst AMJAD ALI: On i
tion the Bill sponsored Ai \)l:l who is iust now spe ikg ;'a !Mlm" of information
) i ) re Y . T, | Eann ne takc tnt ) . -
with the present Bill ? y the Congress Party then ? \\“li“:” considera-
Bobn, RABINDRA NA’ ; : ill  he compare it
been mercilessly criticised 1 TH ADITYA: Now, Sir, tl
2t once looked to the 55]’];;.-} )y some hon ”"'“ﬂu-a—;;\l;ﬁ- ,.”l iat this Bill has
for introduction s Vhis S". “.fia some of thern had \m( b ,()Mmsumn, 1
. 5 OESS r e > 1vilegre x
Maulavi Abdul Bari ('rhh)s; of the Assembly. On privilege to submit
A ‘ . ¢ Lz T e ¢ was submitt
Mr. Abdur Rahman. "\'iw;,““ hury and another he 1 1S ,s:.bxmucd by
discussion, I can efinitely sa we compare these two Bills :”t} lunn:'. friend,
Sas > ~bYy ¢ Yo %~ . B vl 5 1
the provisions of the present ,."‘”’_l say without fear R 3ill under
Bills (A voice : : resent  Bill is far i el ' b contradiction that
ills (« voice (1”,.5‘111‘”.} rlA} . g ] ar In 4'«(1 VAICe of t; 3 _ ‘i‘
11};“1 ‘-}”: ()[_ll':!' ”l” })I'(":i()” lll.\ I)Il” 18 ;1!««} more l)l'(;"]~;~\<i,&.l‘ ) l}.l«)SC ol lht_'ll'
o B el ke sly table ; gressive m its provisi
Hon’ble Mr. Rohini Kumar Cl led by the then Revenue \I" P_l‘mxslons
or EXpress oF gk el “haudhuri, and that Bill 11'1‘d e K inister, th.c
can say the Bill tha it adorning the Op 3ill had the support tacit
can say the i 1at this Government h’wh\ E pposition Benches.  So we
impros ement upon ",l” the Bills which ti 5 (:»D{nnu{rf-d is certainly a distinct
as a Ciovernment Bill or private me e Opposition members tabled either
Wo f + ta ate member’s Bill abled either
e fully realise that this Bill will o be
of the tenantry 11 all respects. not be
T+ has got its v ;
It has g ;L its drawbacks and I agree that this Bil
. Coar ey A FPPe . ! s < S 15 ag
1t 1; reg ird to arrcars of rents, and whe tlH ill has not made 20
i . - b b b2 ! . .y N el
g certain amendments to the (:,-l.( 0k contingency may
n be considered in this ¢ > existing tenancy Act s the
this connection. But, 5i ] isi
~ . , Sir; the provisions

ar below the
. demands of the tenants have been sufficient
realise that a

for the State

able to satisfy the demands

rovision W
be met by ma
auestiorn that c?

of this Bill though f{
many of our landlord friends They must
’ 1S

tO unncl"\/(l
digr'ontf‘.nth tenantry 18 a potential sour
S for e 7 cmindars. Sin e source, of danger both
t}‘lc ncv\/ ,). I, rr}’lis Bil] mZIi’I.ll O -tf I.\‘Vlll (I]SCLISS some ()f LIIC })rovisiOIls Of
15 and iocht of y provides for the aboliti E v f

the 1andlords 4.111 right of pre-emption 4 some oft ion of transfer fee of
- cannot see whe . . e - other matters. As rcrrards

hat justification there can be for the lancﬁords

fo claim 1t Transfer fec is practica 5
either for his poverty or for his rlcclizs'td PCf{la]tY. that a tenant has to pay
"5 wel off then he has no nccegéitlyy Ot SClillng flhc land. If atenant
' o - throu : A 0o #¢ is land. - may S0
happc?? ,t ]:(f occasio%xhz;lt ettI}e life-time  of onc tcnantd tlﬂ: landl)t;rd
g hat of his poverty hgas. any transfer fec whereas ané)thcr tenant on
" 'he has togot to take recours¢ 1o the sale of his
remium  to the 1 every ‘time certain amount of money
olished and so ina?}?éordgi 50, ;hiT_ penalty for 'being
. This B ot T ness Ol things ;s provision
has beer mfa‘he questiocrllu;‘s‘»u?-n 1S alsQ linked with the qge;tiégls .lgf pre-
ernpUO™ 1o jandlords and tﬁe‘e{ emption comes in when there is a difference
: enants. 'If the landlord wants to purchase
the other

betweel’l
the tenant
fr h on the same terms as arec offered by
nt can have no objection 1

of P
be ab

the lan , ,
'intcrldlﬂg pgrc}{ai%‘; lghenz of course, the tena
ood relat! etween the parties. But i the difficulty arises when

the 1 mdlord and the 'tenant.

herC 1S5- . .
there | e mlsunderstandlng between

' the]_‘e 18 S
1o transfer fee has been abolished and if there be some mi der
sunder-

the landlords and tenants then '

of pre-ecmptioni by Puttin’g' orelfnth::hzazl(tée‘(rif:c{s Ceomn “‘?asﬂy
Se,when the provision it regard't2
t that rule of pre—emptiongshoﬁl‘
left_entlrsfly to the free ~dis-
ctimes it is urged that the

Since

thlanndirn between

. frustréd ¢ the ObJ'eth r t

or Im& inary price 101 th?”la‘nds'

von e fee has peen abolished, it is also righ

e g abohsbed, because this matter must b
of the tenants and landlords Sixs' s(ca)m

13« F}
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tenancy legislation will not raise the tenants in any way economically, I
do admit, Sir, that a tenancy législation or a- tenancy reform cannot improve
the economic condition of the tenant, but I must say that it certainly helps
a great deal in improving the ecconomic relation between the landlords.
and the tenants. Sir, by any improvement upon the Tenancy Act, we
cannot increase the productivity of the lands. But at the same time the
. fact remains that there is a tension going on between the landlords and  the
tenants and that tension must be relieved at any cost anq. so. this amend-
ment aims at relieving that tension which is now .prevallmg in the district-
of Sylhet. This Act aims at a fair adjustment of rights between the land-
lords and the tenants. A tenant must know where he stands and a land-
lord also must know his legal rights. The w‘hole question IS now in the
melting pot and the difficulty is being‘ C.xpel‘l(:nCc.?l both by the land lords
and the tenants. So, the sooner the Bill is passed into law the better it will
be for the tenants and the landlords. Sir, it has been urged by the land-
lords of Sylhet that most of  the landlords are peasant proprietors and
that Sylhet district has got about §0,000 estates of whl_cl} 35_’.000 pay less
- than one rupee as revenue. I quite feel the difficulty in whlc_h the land-
lords are now and we also-know fully well that we cannot disregard the
interest-of the middle class people. In all our stx‘nggles_ for freedom it is the
middle class people who have contril;utcd most and Athelr quota of. suffer-
ing and sacrifice we also expect even in our future struggle against 1mperi-
alism. At the same time the middle class people should also realise that if
they are to depend solely on their income _from rents, they cannot  go on
long in this way. The system of lapdlor‘d.lsm‘ }-vhlch had' 1S usefulness
- in the past has prac:ically outlived 1ts utility® The very fact that moest of
| the Zemindars of the Sylhet district cannot make their two ends meet
solely from the income of lands even in the years of normal collection, wi]
substantiate my assertion. If they seck the help of thc_State to solve the
problem of their bread and butter in their walks' of hf‘;: along with the
P2 problem of unemployment among the educated youﬂll% then it will  cer-
tainly be the lookout of the Government tc(l) g‘ﬁ’e “f. gtlestlon their mogt
‘ sSympathetic consideration. But if instea idl bCY lf ”;{bdto a decadent
system entirely for their livelihood, they WOfL_II ?; ocked to find thgy 5
cannot help them in solving the P_roblt_ams of't ?gu ltle'. "
There is another question, §1r, with regar Fol ne IL"U:CUOH of vent,
Government have been vested with powers i ttlﬁ prcl)wscxlons of this Bill
3 for effecting a fair settlement of rent betweerfl‘ ;1 an lords and the
’ tenants. 1 understand, this has been the-cause of SOIE anxiety o our Japq.
‘ lord friends. Sir, there is.already a provision' IR —OUX  eXisting Sylt
T ; i d the State has nowhere tolerated ¢ 1€t
enancy Act to this effect an e ferlfin. Sears ot o
petition in the distribution of lands and in fixing u 2 ecf:_lon 43 the
present Sylhet Tenancy Act lays fiown that everyIOCC pancy right shay &
a fair and equitable rent. So, Sir, we find that the tenants’ clajm, g, P
LT and equl ? been recognised - by the Zep,: - Paying
fair and equitable rent has already been h d emindg g
\ the State. Ifa tenant has to get his redress with regard to e tate of ?nd
3 5 & e » knows thatithe cost of |34 .+ O rent
N from the Civil Court then every body - igatioy
/- the law’s proverbial delay will take away the su hS ance. of the right e and
| the raiyat under the present Act. This 1s Whyt.t :grovmlons of the ney, I}g-to
equip the Government with authority for‘eﬁﬁectlig Dlandlngedy o s ’
N settlement of fair and equitable rent betweeg 4 "¢ oand e
/'/ In Bihar also similar provisions have been adopted 1n then: New
, Act. In section 112 of the Bihar Tenancy Act there is proyigiop for oome

/ ment of equitable rent. There are severa‘l‘ PTOVl.Slons for reduCtion\ SCttle-
- in that.Act:. The Bihar Act provides for () the cancellatioy of of reng
Cements between January 1911 and December, 1936 ; all enhay,

B & e e e R
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between  January, 1911 and

(ll) the reduction of all rents commuted
which the prices have gone

December, 1936 in the same proportion in
down ;

ot oo o cnemton ursios wasts ot by ‘smodher
1 deposit of s: ubmersion under water or by another
specific cause or where the landlord has neglected the irrigation " arrange-

ments which he is bound to maintain ; ' )
 (iv) reduction of rent where there has been :
prices of staple food crops (not due to temporar;
rency of the present rent ;  and ”
(z) settlement of fair rent in other suitable cascs ;
 These are the provisions for reduction of rentin the Bihar Tenancy Act,
which was passed with the consent of both the landlords and the tenants.
Now for giving cffcct to these provisions of the Act, the Bihar Government
adopted mecasures like these @ In cases, “where  the cash rents of occupancy
raiyats were commuted, enhanced or scttled at very high rents by private
;;1;“111)4'(1 for each h()ldillg-

rent I1n  Ccascs

. fall in the average local
causc) during the cur-

contract the tenants have to file a petition duly

A proclamation is to be published at cach village fixing the date by which

petitions are to be filed.  The Assistant Settlement Officer fixes a  datec on

which he proposes to scttle the rent for any particular village and serves @
orming the date fixed as required by the

general notice in the village irf .
Arrangement has  been made for receiving

statutory rule on the subject. Ving
the applications and for their disposal by the Assistant Scttlement Ofhicers
So this is not a novel provision embo-

and

other provinces
possible for Govern-
ment to give some relicf to the poor tenants and that without having recours¢
to labyrinthian and lengthy process of law.  Sir, these are some of f;lls
important provisions. As regards other  provisions and about scrvxgt
tenantry, some hon. members have discussed them and so 1 need not rc_pﬁS
them. All that we can say is that though the Bill has some¢ _shortcox‘n.l{lg >
though it has fallen short of the expcctations of the tenants, it is undoubte

2 move in the right direction, and in the Sclect Committee there mayﬁm-
nts if all sides of the House give their unal

scope for further improveme o

ous support to this motion. With these few words, I support the mott

the Hon’ble Revenue Minister. gl s
Khan Bahadur HAJI ABDUL MAJID CHAUDHURY : 212§

a4 w23 1 fam eHlzs Fal zgu1cs otz A axafa @fAl

Gs zza| >»va BAiEl 23S EariedE

et Fata fe @uaaa ofd

at different centres in the intcrior™.
died in this Act, it has already been adopted in somec
we are sure if the Bill is soon passcd into Act, it will be

A% =1 A
(7 (2 >890 AlCa EZE AFIT «{ZA 9l

ggater | At 97 3’AA opd W1 22T A(AMA 7
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qwwe Aatseaals @aag Aifeal st s qieda a9 gt
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giral citHa 8 eoitatar L LeTlg a% sawifafe ’\i‘lﬂfiﬂsfﬁlc?ﬁl ﬁﬁﬁ
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235 teata fog, TAsta #wften TfRe @1 @9 REF SRS (I
AwE AR |
AGicaa 37 F41F Faq distare fafer [ st wewt el f[f
IAIZCE12 78 2SI ST 21T A%AS] 2203 A1 |
5iRd TA(¢a 89 wlzia $ e f4 73 TR @ @iy A Ffwe
2309 | AEH CRoaE 3l sadds 6w | wfi st Bl ewy
HYIFY F 397 |
2135 caary cateneal sgolce 51fF afag Afaata @q A @sA GR
' Ptga1q Sl (&1SAIT A0S AaA | <M (I T AT FaARA 223
a9 waa A2 afaw @A @ @fe 337132 Fpfa At wfeetd v a2 faql
(RE ; 338 AWAT 8 TE TF MIAAIACTY [ifed TR | (1R WE g3 T
@y qGu[H A0 LB AR T Y1 SAFA | ve o Th PNl
Ffa fasity Al AT wrazafa 3o Sy 331 83T | 3 7Y B
WAl segdE BA B AT atm wBEa fip fes sTe™ =36 wal
- 3331 faca @it (F1F (P ARQ A1 A W eABLE |WAF BUAI THAA - IF
a0 g3taT @ee Tp17 et Def cwal s3re A d 7@ sfwa @SR A
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The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ‘ALIL D: My .
as the time at my disposal is very short, I shall not take: long. ix?ﬁ-?];e?’ Sir,
the speeches which have'been made by the hon. members “frop,, t.'hep ying to
tion side in connection with' this motion. Sir, I would mainly 4 »
speeches of the hon. Maulavi Abdul :Bart Qhaudhur_y -and Mauyl, ;
Rahman who had also given notices of private members’_Bj]|q dn‘;;l Abdur
nection. . -this ccop.
Sir, there is very little in common between ethe\\BIHS <of awhi ok
have been given by these two ‘hon. gentlemen and the argumen;
by them on the floor of the House. ‘Maulavi Abdul: Bari Gha.uds advanced
exclude from the definition-of land, “rent in &ind” .anq uchu;g??,‘-ymuld
o - T otenang

Motices
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from t’h.(‘ definition of tenants ; the “chukti” tenants are those who pay fixed
quantities of produce as rent. He further wants to abolish la Il] rd’s
Iandlorfi’s transfer fee. He wants for v;;;tir{l: K iﬂC;;“ni" I;«l-nt‘”::') ();ftlnsd]f:ﬁf
fxcepL n Fh(" case of the transfers which are dealt with leim' section :%" He
would limit the enhancement of rent on occupancy raivats to ‘3"lht'}:. I'IL;-
would reduce damages, but not abolish them. ' “ ) '

:As regards abandonment, more objection on the part of a tenant is
prowc.lcd for as being sufficient, lastly he would provide security instead of
deOS.lt of admitted dues to a third person in a suit or in an application to
set aside a _dt:(:rcc and would abolish sections 164 and 160,

Excepting on the last mentioned point, Maulavi Abdur Rahman proceeds
on .dlffcrcnt lines. He suggests a minor amendment under section 7 and
major amcnglmcnt in section 25, wherebv a  person who has acquired an
occupancy right under any landlord will have same right in all lands
acquired by him anywhere under any landlord.  His amendments as regards
abolition of landlords’ transfer fees are however more complete than those
of Maulavi Abdul Bari. Maulavi Abdur Rahman would like the landlord’s
right of pre-emption abolition and extend it to co-sharer tenants who
seem to have had it under custom which is still unaffected by the Sylhet
Tenancy Act.

These are matters which the Select Committee could go into and take
their decision. He would moreover abolish joint liability of the transferer
and the transferece for dues before the date of transfer. He would limit the
maximum rent in the case of occupancy right to Rs.2 per keyer and wm.ll
repeal section 46 dealing with the pre-emption of the existing rents being
fair and equitable. As regards division of tenancy and distribution of land,
he would dispense with the landlord’s consent.

It is clear from what is stated above that the suggestions given by these
gentlemen are sketchy and partly on the same lines and partly on different
lines. Some of the suggestions made therein, such as the attempt to narrow

down the definition of “tenant” and of “rent’’ are not consistent with the
spirit of the terms. I wou

1d repeat that the motion, which I have ma e
to-day, should be accepted by this House, as the Government Bill is a wider
and more complete measurc than either of the private member’s Bills. ihet

The

Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is that the S -
Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be referred to a Select Committee €0
sisting of the following members :(—

(1) Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy,
(2) Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya, .
(3) Babu Dakshinaranjan Gupta Chaudhuri,
(4) Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee,

Babu Bipin Behari Das,
(3 B Bab limur Roza Chaudhury,

Khan Bahadur Dewan Ek -
{2 2 Gahil dbbir Hussain Chaudhuri,

7)Y Khan Sahib Maulavi Mu
b B Bk :i Abdul Majid Chaudhury,

8) Khan Bahadur Haj /
9) Maulavi Md. Magqbul Hussain Choudhury, and

(10) The Mover (Revenue Minister).
(Four members to form a quorum)

The motion was adopted.

CONDOLENCE ON THE~ DEA

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Before we disperse, I am to annount®
to the hon. members of the House the reply we have got from the Secretafy

TH OF LORD BRABOURNE
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to His Excellency the Governor of Bengal in reply to the condolence message
we sent on the death of Lord Brabourne. The letter which has been
addressed to the Secretary is as follows :—

“The Lady Brabourne has asked me to write and convey through you
to the Hon’ble Speaker and the members of the Assam Legislative Assembly
her grateful thanks for their expression of sympathy and condolence on the

death of Lord Brabourne.”

Rs: Amendments to the Assam Agricultural Income-Tax Bill, 1939

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise on a point of
order. I will not detain the House very long ; but with relerence to the
amendments, which have been placed on members’ tables, I have to com-
plain, that they are not a faithful reproduction of those which Mr. Clayton
and I have tabled. There have been modifications and alterations from the
My point in raising this point of order now is to seek the protec-
hat on the proper occasion, we may be allowed to
he form in which they were presented to the

original.
tion ot the Chair, so t
move the amendments in t
oflice.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: In what way they are not faithful

reproduction ?

Myr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: In certain cases, words have been add-
ed, and in others there are omissions. Often there are alternative amend-
ments, but this is not clear to members owing to the form in which they
have been cyclostyled, and this is important because when one is accepted,

the other need not be moved.

Mr. J. R. CLAYTON: MaylI add to what has been said by Mr.
Hockenhull ? In some cases if our prior amendments are not accepted by
the House according to the printed form, there are at least five amendments
that we will not be able to move. We prefer the original amendments.
Words used there are not our words at all, and in another case a whole line

has been left out.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Are all these changes taken exception
to on the ground that the intention of the member who has tabled these

amendments has been changed ?

Mr. J. R. CLAYTON: It is in many cases.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well. I am glad that hon. mem-
bers have made mention of these facts. I shall look into the matter and if
on this ground if there be any objection with regard to certain amendments,
I shall take this into consideration and decide what form these amendments
should take. It issufficient that hon. members have made mention of the
fact to-day. And so the hon. members have got notice of the fact that
there have been certain alterations in the original amendments in the
arrangement that have been made by the office. I.f I see that there haye
been substantial changes, I shall allow the original amendments to pe

moved.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Ifthe printed copies of
the original amendments are not distributed among the hon. members in
time, it will not be possible for members to come prepared either to support
or oppose them.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Might I enquire if it is proposed to
print these amendments before the debate on Wednesday ?
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. - -

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Th~ lLon. members have got the
amendments cyclostyled, but from what Me. Hockenhull savs, I now  direct
my office to print those amendments and to distribute them by to-morrow,
evening. ‘

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 a.m., on Tuecsday, the 4th
April, 1939.

SHILLONG : A. K. BARUA,
The 22nd June, 1939. Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam-
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