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Proceedings of the Sixth Session of the First Assam Legislative

Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935.

Tue AssemprLy met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m., on
Saturday, the 25th March, 1939,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(to which oral answers were given)

Communal trouble at Putijuri and appointment of special Police
there

Babu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA LISWAS asked:

*169. (a) Are Government aware that some Hindus, while engaged in
Kirtan on the last Uttarayan Sankranti day, were severely beaten at Putijuri
Bazar, by a large number of Muslims ?
(0) Isita fact that the Subdivisional Officer, Habiganj, himself.
previous to such beating, found a large number of Muhammadans aSSembl'e(ii
at the Bazar armed with lathis and other weapons while going to Diapiare: 7
(c) Isita fact that the qudlvisional Officer found Nfuhan.l.
madans in large batches m the way coming towards the bazar witly deadly
weapons while so going ?
(d) Will Government be pleased to state whether the Subdivi.
sional Officer, Habiganj, took any measure to prevent the disturbance ?
(¢) If not, why not ?
*170. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether it is a fact that immediately after the assault
upon the Hindus by the Mu}uammadans on the Utta
Sankranti day last at Putijuri Bazar, equal number o
Hindus and Muhammadans have been appointe d
Police at Putijurt ?

(6) If so, whether 1t 15 2 fact that persons who
assaulted and wounded have also been app
constables ? ot .

Whether it is a fact that amongst the persons so apna;

(¢) there are several old and invalid Hindus of respectsgl(;n;)tgq’_

tion ? Si-

(d) If so, will Government be pleased tostate why the Hi

who are old and were injured have been m, i ind,
Police ? Specia]

made
Tayan
f both
Specia]

WEre severe]
omted special

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied .

169. (a) to (¢)—A charge sheet has already been submitteq v
bersons and the case is now sub-judice ; Government are, therefore Salnst 4
Pared to give particulars at present. - T Ot pre
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Baba SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS : Will Government P°
pleased to arrange for an impartial enquiry into the whole Putijuri affair ? d

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Government haC
some enquiries made by the Subdivisional Officer, but if the House think
.that that enquiry was not satisfactory, Government may take that matter
into their consideration.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied

170. (a)—Yes.
(6)—No. |
(¢) & (d)—Some clderly but not invalid Hindus along with
others have been made special constables to restore peace in the locality-
is reported that this system is producing satisfactory results,

Maulavi MABARAK ALi: Does the Hon’ble Premier adm
Government are not competent to decide anything which is S49°
Judice ? '

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: There is no ques”
tion of competency. We consider it undesirable.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Sir, the reply to question No. 169 has
not been given, as the case is sub-judice. But In  answering qucstion
No.170(a) as * Yes 7, Government have committed the first p‘:u't of the
question, which runs Whether it is a fact that immediately after the
assault made upon the Hindus by the Muhammadans on (he Uttarayan

Sankranti day......
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : 1 may be allowed to
but

9 refers to a certain casc which is” sub-judice,
rcspuns;bxlity of mainptaining
is likelihood of a futuré

it that

submit that question No.16
for this reason Government cannot abdicatc
law and order in a particular place when there
breach of peace and order.

Babu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI :  Is the appointment

of special constables a punitive measurc ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : 1t js pot really 2

punitive measure.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it nota fact that the Superinten-
dent of Police, Sylhet, also held a personal enquiry 1n the matter ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes, Sir,
Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : Did
the Hon’ble Premier receive any telegram from me on that occasjon ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : I beljeve I did.
Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:: Did
the Homn’ble Premier observe the courtesy of replying to the telegram ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOIL: The telegram was
immediately sent to the Chief Secretary for action.
Babu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Can Government
appoint special constables when a case is sub-judice ?
PPO I he Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : The case and the
appointment of special constables are absolutely two different things. One
relates to some adjudication with regard to the guilt or otherwise of persons
concerned in a particular matter. But the Government have galso their duty
to see to the maintenance of law and order, and in the exercise of that res-
ponstlbéllltg’ Government had to take action DY appointment of special
constables.
Babu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: But this has cer-
tainly a bﬁrmgbfl)él Sth?’ casa concerned.
The Ilon rijut LOI : ;
direct bearing on the élase. OPINATH BARDOLO It has definitely no
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Babu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: But .the appoint-
ment of special constables presupposes certain amount of guilt on persons
concerned.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: It does not. The
appointment of special constables was made with a view to preserving
future peace. ) "

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir, the point
raised by my hon. friend Maulavi Mabarak Ali deserves some consideration,
What he wanted to savy is this that in reply to question No.169 It was men-
tioned by the Hon’ble Premier that the case was xub-_;u('iu:e, ilnd therefore he
would not reply. Now, question No. 170(a) runs to this effect:  Whether
itis a fact that immediately after the assault made upon the Hindus by
the Muhammadans on the......”. The reply to this qucstign is ““Yes
which presupposes that the occurrence took place as alleged in this ques-
tion. That is a matter which is sub-judice, and it ought not to have been
replied.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There are already cases started on the
facts stated in the question. But the answer does not refer to these
facts.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: There may
be counter-cases too.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I beg to say in rep]
that this is not so. All that question No. 170(a) wants Government to say is
with regard to the appointment of equal number of Hindus and Muham.
madans as special constables. »

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
hon. friend ought to make it clear }I}at he does .ot accept the
first part of the question. A mere Yes > in the reply will not suffice. The
answer ought to repudiate the observation made in the question, and should
make it clear that Government do not accept the allegation in the first part
of ion. .

th%ﬁ:eslggz,ble Srijut GOPINATH 'BIARDfOﬁOI ¢ But it 5 5 fact
that certain persons have been made special constables.

Then m

Re ¢x-garden labourers, and issue of domicile certificateg

w5 CHANDRA SARMA asked:
f T;Jutvg-g%ﬁérnment be pleased to state whether the
as ex. rl(ien llqbourers who have resided in this country for mo
YCars- gaand ha\;c adopted Assamese langu.age and customs are re uireq to ta)
any certificates of domicile or otherwise forf lthed p;lrpose & Stipendsais

hools or service or acquisition of lands
Govirilrzrgenév?ﬁ ((_)}overnment be pleased to state the purposes for which
domicile .certificate is issued and to what classes of psople and on whay =y
diti ? . B
O The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replicq .
i if the ex-garden lahg
171.—Government consider that 1 en urers hay

ed the languags of the Valley and have become assimilated With te ac}OPF
genous people, they should be treated as natives, who are noy reqLIireél e

d domicile certificates. . o
o 111&2 IO{n];:DARMAL BRAHMIN :d May Idtake 1(; that whoevep a
A 1 age will not be required to produce domicile Cords Opts

" The Hon'bls Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: 1 ert‘ﬂcat§s ?

language is not so much important in the matter of domicile Cel“:ll.lestlo
the rule as it stands now.

<

people known
re than twel’lt
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the ke HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: May I know from

betw. o hle P.'remier whether the Congress principle makes any distinction
f g domiciled people, natives and forcigners ?

now, the ‘Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: As the rule stands
,Baﬁre 1S of course some distinction between mnatives and foreigners.

cileq . 2P% HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: As between domi-

€d. and forelgncrs? /

are gyt Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : Domiciled people

ey ngtsied to acquire the rights and px‘}\'il(:gr:s of the native of the pr}o-

fOI’eig’ners' SO .there must be some distinction between them and the

meﬁggl‘"tf.PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : May I take it that people
matter?;;‘am my. question are not required to take any certificate for the

cqu,isition of land ?
Th: II_‘Ilon ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : Yes, Sir.

192 on’kle Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied - ) )
dn, xule A3-0“ € condition for the grant of domicile certificates is laid down
granted U2) of the Assam Executive Manual. These certificates are
Public seo non-natives of the provincc for _Lh(: purpose  of appointmesnt to
sri_l'vlces, for securing contracts, Excise shops, ectc.
-entitle Jut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Docs
a-man to acquire lands ?

i 1;Fhe Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOT: I do not think it is
a necessary.

not domicile certificate

A e
PP(;uTi.:ment of Lecturers in English in the Cotton College, Gauhati
*?zjsut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA asked :
- Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) When the two recent posts of le
Cotton College were advertised ?

(6) When were the appointments made and who have been

: appointed ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state the names of the candi-
dates gor these appointments and their respective qualifica-
tions :

T}}YE Hon’ble Sy
“T93g,” > (@)

cturers in English for the

ijjut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :
—In the Assam Gazette of the 27th July, 1938 and 10th August

“grih s (6)—Mr. H. D. Momi ; ;
a ] . D. min and Maulavi Abu Sayid Ahmed were
'ﬁgglo;fltﬁd on the '22nd November, 1938 and  12th December, 1938 respec-

(¢)—The qualifications of the selected candidates were as follows :—
Names

Mr H Qualifications
* Yloward Denison Momin

Passed Senior Cambridge School . Certi-
ficate Examination with Honours and
won the Duff scholarship of Calcutta
University on the result of I. Sc. Exa-
mination. B. A.—with Honours in
English and stood 9th in the list.
M. A.—2nd class in English (Cal-
cutta). Officiated as a Lecturer in
English in Cotton College for a short
period in September and October
1937, and as Sub-Inspector of Schools,
Goalpara, for nearly 4 months.
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Names Qualifications
Maulavi Abu Sayid Ahmed ... B. A—Honours in English (D
M. A.—2nd class, 3rd (Dacca),

in the list
(Dacca). Served temporarily
various occasions in
College from July, 1937,

on
Muramchand

Government do not consider it desirable to discuss the qualifications of candj
dates who were not selected. The appointments were made on the basis IE‘
communal representation. o
Maulavi MABARAK ALI: As regards (¢) above part of t}
answered while another part is not answered. We wanted o L in
names of the candidates and their respective qualifications. Only gy vﬁﬁthe
tions have been discussed but not the names. qualifica-
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: The reply s
Government do not consider it desirable to discuss the qualificationg ofy 18 :
didates who were not selected. can-
The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: The point of the hon,
that names should be given.
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI:

want, I may place a list on the table.

1¢ question ig

member iS

If the hOn. member

T fer of the North Lakhimpur subdivision to th :
ramstex district £ Darrang
Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA asked :

*174. (a) Are Government aware of the volume of OPPposition th

been raised against the suggestion of tl}l{f}: ‘Supe‘rixltexéQix‘lg_ Engineer’ Noitthhas
C-ircle, for transfer of the North Lakhimpur subdivision to the - Darrern
district ? ang

to effect any territor; .
b) Do Government propose y 1torial redisty;
. . a X . . . l -
of that sort against the wishes of the people of the subdivision coﬂ(:ernezu;t)mn

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied .

174. (a)—Government received a resolution of a section of th
e

Lakhi ublic on the subject. N
a hlmpul‘(}?)_No such proposal is at present under the oS e orth
Government. Tation 2
Deprovincialisation of High Schoolg
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :
*175. (a) Do Government propose to deprovincialige
High English Schools or to provincialise the Aided High En ]? GOVern
the province in near future ? 8lish Schoorllslent

() If not, why not ? of

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state wheth
to improve the condition of the Aided High English Schgl‘lthey pr
. teach, “Pose

el"s b
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The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

Sch 175. (a)—The question of deprovincialisation of Government High
itc IOO]SI requliies careful consideration, and Government intend to examine
aidezs:CY}IOOIS. Cy are nOt pr(.p:ll (,d to Lll]})tl'}\ O a ])f)ll(‘_y ()f })l'o\leIClallSlng
(b)—The question does not arise as regar is ovincialisati

A . X grards deprovincialisation.
The main reason why Government cannot provincialise [.-\idcd Schools is
that this is ObVlOl‘lsly impracticable on financial grounds.

o s g)——(}?svgrnn}gnt are anxious to improve the lot of such schools
t}:jeil;lizizlsﬁ‘ccifan -in-aid or otherwise, but this is‘ necessarily limited to

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: The qu estion is regardi i i1
SHL B 18t i ot segarding sch;,(,J): stion is regarding Aided High

L) e SS»

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes, Aided School
te:flchers. It would mean the same thing, because the pay of the Aided
High School teachers can only be raised by grant-in-aid.

Mr. BAID,YANATH MOOKER]JEE : The answer is ‘requires care-
ful consideration’. May I enquire whether this is under the consideration

at present ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes, Sir
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: ‘The reply is “,Govc.rnlnent are
anxious to improve the lot of such schools’”. May I enquire when this
point will be taken up.
The Hon’ble S_rijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: As I said already,
ted with deprovincialisation, and the determination of the
rovincialisation is to a large extent connected with the

f the lot of school teachers also.

this is connecC
question of dep
improvement O

osal for B.T. training in the Earle Law College, Gauhati

Prop
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :
x176. Will Government be pleased to state whether the attention of

have been drawn to the article under the heading ¢ 3, i a,

Government
FATS ¥ afest ” in the fourth page of ¢ Deka Asom » dated Gauhati, the
17th of Paus, 1850 Sok, Monday ?

+177. Do & overnment propose to consider the desirability of holding
the B.T-. f:cram;grgn 3tpthe Earle Law College, Gauhati, instead gf ;t Shillong
in view of €C©. :

*176. will G_overnment be pleased to state the approximate saving that

. transferri . 3 ;
is likely to occ(tg‘rtr;1 1111}11 aiia ?S erring the B.T. training from Shillong to the Earle

Law GOllegea oo
" The Ho‘x}u’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :
176.— Y€S- )
ernment have the matter under examination. As it appears

; 1 do not see
now, the proposs M m to tend to economy-
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: 1 take . it, Sir, it means

. the point of vi
economy from ’ P iew of Government finances ?
qhe Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: That is what is

meant. javi Dewan MUH
ltv[t?l:t D Ty all\Mlc\lfIAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Is it
4 1 3
ot T CTER Mty g e St Bmand's Gl
The Hon’ble Srijut OPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes, Si
2 : , Sir. At present
St. Efim‘md s College is the College where Government teachers are sgnt for

training-

- am———

4 3
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Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Is
Shillong the central place in the whole province ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: That is apparent

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied : )

178.—Does not arise.
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(to which answers were laid on the table)
Primary Education in the Province
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

109. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they Propos
introduce free and compulsory primary education in the province grad?xalclz t(;
(b) If so, do Government propose to introduce it in some Sllitail
e

Municipal areas on an experimental basis ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied

109. (a)—This is of course the aim of Government. A refer .
invited to the reply given to a similar question (starred question No fgce is
Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma, m.L.A. +166) by

(b)—It is for the Municipal Boards to move such 5 Proposa]
al.<

Hostels attached to the P. R. Government High Schee] &
2 oalpara
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI asked :

110. Will Government be pleased to state—
The number of boarders in the hostels attachedq t
(@) Government High School, Goalpara, during th(; the p. R.
October, November ard Dcceml;er 1938 ? Monthg of
(b)) The amount of seat-rent per head in the said hostels »
The amount realiscd as seat-rent and credited f, )
(© of October, November and December, 1938 » T the Monthg

111. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether any officer or officers get any allowanee o
sion of these hostels ? or

(b) If so, who are they ?
(¢) On what basis, they get this allowance if op th \
number of boarders, will Government be pleas. 028is of
sliding scales of allowances enjoyed by these Ofﬁe State the
112. Will Government be pleased to state the numbey of‘bcers ? the
said hostels shown in the requisite certificates for the Mont}, Oarders .
November and December, 1938 ? S of in the
) 113. Is it a fact that as a measure of economy, the cert;p:
is the Headmaster of the School, granted certificates for : eYln office,
°¢ Mopy > Who

supel‘vi_

lesser number of boys than were actually on the hQSt@Lroll
some officers of their legitimate allowances ? s
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‘114. Will Government be pleased to state—

() Whether the Headmaster of the said school attempted to obtain
the approval of the Inspector of Schools of the Assam Valley
Division to show some of the boarders as guests during the
months of October, November and December, 1938 ? .

(6) If so, will Government be pleased to lay on the table a copy of
the Headmaster’s letter addressed to the Inspector of
Schools, Assam Valley Division, on the subject ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

110. (@)—October 49
e November 49 Y Calculated on the 1st day of the month
December 50 according to the rules.
(b)—Four annas per head.  Monitors arc exempt.
Rs. a.
(¢)—October 10 8
November 11 0 including annas 4 arrear.

December 10 12
111. (a)—VYes.

(b)—The Hostel Superintendent and the Assistant Surgeon.

(¢)—The rules are in Section 32, Part (z7) of the Education Depart-
ment Rules and Orders.

112.— October 49
November 49
December 49

113.— Not for October and November but for December.

Maualavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: The question was with
regard to the certificate granted by the Certifying Officer of the number of

oys actually on the hostel rolls. The second part has not been answered,

viz., that some Officers have been deprived of their legitimate allowances.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDCLOI : I should think that
the answer implies what the hon. member wants to know, namely, that this
was true in respect of December.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know the amount—
by how much that particular officer was deprived ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLQCI: Tt is four annas for
each student per month.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Is it calculated per head
or. on a sliding scale ?

The How’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: According to the

rule in section 32.

) Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Will the Hon’ble Premier
kindly refer to the rule ?
The Honf’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: The ruleis:
“Except in ?he case of Government hostels at Sylhet and Gauhati where
whole-time Medical Ofﬁcers will continue to be employed, medical officers
will be severally placed in charge of medijcal attendance and inspection in
all the Government Hostels at each station 'irrespective of the department
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involved and will be paid a monthly allowance during term time only on
the following scale :— f

No. of boarders in all hostels in his charge Allowances p. m.
] N Rs.
From 200 to 209 40
100 to 199 35
50 to 99 20
25 to 49 10
below 23 5

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: So it was cut down by
Rs.10.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: No, it is Rs.5
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALT: Was it really S
economy for the boy, Sir ? J ally a measure of

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI:
rclief to a boy who was so peor that he could not pay the
was kept as a guest.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: In reply to
No.114(a) it clearly says “The Headmaster asked the Inspector of Sch
to allow him to show one boy, who was admitted to the hoste] in Nov e
as a guest”. If he was admitted in November how could  he be sh ¢mber,
a guest in December ? Own ‘ag

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI:
in December and the permission was asked in November,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Then the &
framed erroncously that he was admitted to the hostel jp Ngsz\r;,ﬁ; h:;s been

The IHon’ble the SPEAKER : As a guest. Sk

Maulavi DMUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Ifth
after the word boy, would not signify like that.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The meaning is quite plaj
the Hon’ble the Premier will please explain the construction of t?l'e Igfowever,

(Laughter). entence’
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOJX. The

can be in the way in which ilt iIs put. DIt is cgear ]that the boy ESHSEIFHGtiQn
asa guest in November, and that in December also he wag 3 gy Mitted
Manlavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALL: S0’ the ‘mumiete
vary ?
yThe Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATHBARDOLOI: ‘yeq g;.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD Al\(’UAD ALL: The answer o qlle e
is, in October 49, in November 49, and in December 49, but the stion 112
question No.11¢ (g) is in October 4;9, _in November 49, iy De ANswer
So it is evident that the boy was admitted in November. Cembey g
The Hon’ble Srijut ‘GOPENATH BARDOLOI: The .
clear. The number is shown 49 in November ; that shows 1, er
admitted as a guest, and when the boy ceased to be 3 guest thé:: he Was
n

would become 50. umbey
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May | take i

only to deprive the Assistant Surgeon from getting hig full 1 that it

the Headmaster adopted this course ? allowy
The Homn’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOQJ . a

member is not in order in including this question - m afrajq the 1, "

It was just ¢ :
O give
hostel Charge gnd

question

He was also g guest

at was so, the commg
]

not

that the Medical Officer was already getting h{s uld ¢ -
49 boys, and the boy, as has been stated, was much 160 mar > Iowance m
kept as a guest. 00 and haq for

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALL: i 0 be

4 annas in November to the boy who bacame ar
; 2 T Tre _
same in December, or Rs.5 to the Medical Oﬁiceregular host%ll;ter’ Sir
t er 7 a

I the
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The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Whatever it may
be my reply is there. The facts are before us. y = rbaiher 1
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know whether the
Headmaster himself would lose any part of his allowance on account of the
J ?
# ca'#l(;(i fﬁzl:’lt)?ethgx%(;yt'GOPINATH BARDOLOI : ‘That does not
affect the case at all. That question does not arise.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: My Speaker, Sir, my point

is only to show that the Headmaster as one of the supervising (,{Ij(:(~1'.; \:sor(a,li
not lose anything but by his course of action the Assistant Surgeon has O
some amount. ;

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Tecdocs not oS¢
- anything, but Medical Officer would have got a little more if the number 2
been 50. . . . mmeans

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: .;() this ?wns the meé
adopted to cut down the allowance of the Assistant Surgeon : 1.

p’I’he Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : I have nothing
more to add. .

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI r«:‘])lu:cl : lovw Hims

114. (a)—The Headmaster asked the Inspector of Schools to alloy st
to show one boy, who was admitted to the hostel in November, as a hg-utéb-le-

(b)—Government see no reason for placing the letter on  the

Holiday on account of the Foundation-Day of the Calcutta
University

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY asked :

115. (a) Is it a fact that the 24th of January of each yearis to be
observed as a holiday in High Schools and Colleges under the Calcutta
niversity on account of the Foundation-Day of the said University ?

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether any extra
holiday has been sanctioned for this purpose or Puza or summer vacation
or any other Hindu holiday has been curtailed by one day in so far as the
‘High Schools and Colleges of this Province are concerned ?

(¢) If not, will Government be pleased to state whether this
holiday has been given by curtailing one Muhammadan holiday ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :
115. (a)—Yes.

(b)—=The summer vacation will be curtailed by one day.
(¢)—Does not arise,

Leases granted for Cement Manufacturing and Coal Mining

Mx. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :
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116. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The number of scttlements for cement manufacturine and
coal mining they have granted in the Province duri;g the
last two years ?

(b) The names of the parties showing area and terms of rent and
period of lease and any premium, if realised, in connection

with these settlements ?

(¢) Whether any special protection has been given to the Parties ?

(d) Ifso, what special rent has been mentioned in the c
‘ ontr
that ? act for

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replicq :

116. (a)—One only.
(b), (¢) and (d)—The hon. member is referred to the reply o
to the starred question No.28(a) of Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta M.L E Y 8iven
current Session of the Assembly. PRy at the
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOXKERJEE: Isita fact that Gover
are going to grant another license for the manufacture of cement ? “roment
The Hon'ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED . Yeg .S'
lease has not yet been signed, but certain conditions have bee’n X : The
by both the parties and the Company, which is going to take this ElleC::pLEd
€ has

deposited t .¢ moncy.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, may T knoy
the Company ? € name op
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED . Tyl G-y
Cement Company. ssocia
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: S0 far as the reyeny
mium are concerned has this lease been granted on the sam e
ditions as the former one or is there any difference ?
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN :AL[ AHMED .
difference as regards the royalty and revenue involved,

ATH MOOKER]JEE: Will the Hopt
M. BAIDTAN about the difference ? on’ble

. idea
pleased to give us some idea s en b T T AHMED .

‘bl
The Hon'ble anted to the Assam~Benga1 Cement C(r)l

of the lease which was gr : 5" 2
i ated m
premium was taken, but the Associated Cement Company B Ig‘a(;ny. o

ited Rs.50,000 on account _of the premium, Second
2??h(:ef13<r);t:r, lessee will have to give us royalty at the raiz’ olf{l the Case
hundred maunds of lime stone, whereas in the latter case we sha] S-2 per
per hundred maunds. Thirdly, the minimum cl.eac‘l-rent In the Caget RS-2~3
latter from the 2nd year will be Rs.32,000, whlle In the case of t}fe of th

lessee, it is about Rs.11,000. These are the chief differenceg b € ¢
1 . .
easels\rlr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Is it a fact that ¢
protection was given to the Company which had alreaq

lease ?
seThe Hon’ble Mxr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED .

Assam-Bengal Cement Company a protection monopoly f Case
years has bgeen given in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Wh)he ?; atllperlod oofi: ftihe
latter lease no such protection has been given, 1€ Cageq of Ve
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May we knoy, the

the Government will get from the Company for giving that pro";’hat
€ctig

ted

.~ and
¢ basis o &rg‘

There i !

Minister be

Ase

)
FtWeen th poer
. 0

Spen:
Y beep gi§:C1a1
n

e

amQ
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Tlfe I:Ion’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : For giving that
protection it was arranged that the Government would get Rs.28,000 for five
years from. 1940, but when the lease was siecned by me I had ;iz(" amount
increased by another Rs.7,000 per year, or Rs.35,000 in all. )

i Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE : Are Government prvp;u'cd to
give the same sort of protection to the Associated Cement Company ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: No, Sir, a
monopoly in this trade will be detrimental to the interests of the Iml)iic ahd,
therefore, we: have decided not to give any such monopoly to thc’ new
Company. '

Mr jOBANG D. MARAK : May I know whether this lease was

I mean the

given after taking into considcration the Akhins of the Nokmas
areas leased to the Company? ’
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: I do not
anderstand the question of the hon. member.
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : I mean, Akhins belong to  Nokmas, and
1 want to know whether settlement of the lease was made after taking that

into consideration ?
e Howble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The natter

was discussed with the Deputy Commissioner of the Garo Hills.
Mr- JOBANG D. MARAK : How can the Deputy Clommissioner

know where these Akhins are, he has never been to that 1()c:;LIily ?
Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: ILet me explain

The Hon’ble 2o
the position, gir. The position is this that whatever compensation is to be
Nokmas on account of lands which will be taken in, will be

made to the .
ple to them by the Company concerned.

made paya

Mir. JOB’ANG D. MARAK: My point is this, that the Deputy
Commissioner has never l)(;en to that area ; he has not seen these areas,
and he does not know which are the arcas and which Akhin belongs 1O
which Nokma, 5O how can he be an authority on this point ?

The Hon’ble Mr- _FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir, before the
lease was giver; the opinion of the local' ofﬁcers was invited and, as far as
I remember; the local officers had .a].so ln\flth objections from such people
who may have any grievance for giving this lecase and they were satisfied that
the objections which were taken were not reasonable. But, if it is the point
of M- Marak that the Deputy Commissioner had not cnquired into the

Nokmas, 1 shall make an enquiry and I shall sce that proper

case of the /o 7 .
tion is given to these people concerned.

compensa

Re conduct of Government servants

Mau_layLASHRAFUDDIN MD, CHAUDHURY asked :

117 1851: %fg\?ér?riir?:m‘dfes the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules,
the- Congress: 't of Assam have issued a notification that the

Gov ernment‘ servants should not take part in politics ?

e Hon'ble Srijut GOPINATE BARDOLOI replicd :

e Coalition i
L h;l;ilaid:on the Cig\ﬁfmmem of Assam have. issued a circular, &
copy" T L e, to make the position clear to all Goveri=

ment ‘ser;vantﬁ.v. ;
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GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM

HOMFE DEPARTMENT—APPOINTMENT BRANCH

Letter No.Apptt.-2108/6865-920-H.

From
H. G. DENNEHY, EsqQ., c.LE.,ICsS.,
Chief Secretary to the Government of Assam,
To
The Commissioners of Divisions, all District and Subdivisional
Officers, all Heads of Departments, including the Superinten-
dent, Civil Veterinary Department, the Examiner, Local
Accounts, the Chief Electrical and Factory Inspector, the Chief
Inspector of Boilers, the District Judges, Sylhet and Gauhati,
the Member, Assam Revenue Tribunal, the Secretary, Assam
Public  Service Commission, the Secretary, Legislative
Assembly, the Superintendent, Assam Government Press,
Shillong, the Joint Secretary, Home Department, Secretary to
Legislative Department,
Public Works Department,
Revenue and Finance Departments,

Education and Local Self-Government
Departments,

and the Deputy Secretary, Education.

Government in the

Shillong, the 12th Oclober, 1938.

SUBJECT :—Participation in party politics by Government servants

<

N

SIR,
A number of allegations to the effect that Goverr;rnent servants have
been actively participating 11 politics and even canvassing members of the
Legislature to side with one party or another ha\./e recently come unofficial]
to the notice of Hon’ble Ministers. TI}IS 1s distinctly against the Go Y
ment Servants’ Conduct Rule:%.- Wh.lle Goverr_nnent servants, like ‘0/‘;3}1;11-
citizens, are entitled to holgl political views of their own and to vote ace er
dingly at the time of elections, they are precluded from participatin or-
political activities of any kind, and canvassing members of the Legislagt 1n
would be a very flagrant breach of this rule. The Government of Assa ure
not propose to take notice of these many a]legatlo_ns but they ex . trn do
officers will so conduct themselves in future as to give no occasg Pect that
allegations to be made.

I am to request that this may be communicated tq

your control.

all' officerg under

Your obedient servant
3

H. G. DENNEHY
Chief Secretary g, the Gopy ’

‘?fAsf.ram, A
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Srijut PURNA CHANRDA SARMA: Are the Exccutive of this
Government competent to issue a circular like this to the Legislative
Assembly Department ? :

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: 1 do not think
there is any bar because there are Government scrvants also in  the Legisla-
tive Assembly Department.

Babu LALIT MOHAN KAR: Are Government aware that in spite
of this circular certain Government servants are still actively participating
in party politics ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Government are
not aware of that. If facts of that kind arec brought to the notice of the
G overnment they will certainly enquire into them.

Supersession of the Sylhet Municipality
Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY asked:

118. Will Government be pleased to state—

{(a) The date of decision of the Cabinet meeting, that the Sylhet
Municipality should be superseded ?

(b) The date of notification in the FExtraordinary Gazette, publish-
ing the order of supersession ?

(Gkbe time when the order of supersession was communicated
to the Deputy Commissioner, Sylhet, and how the order
was comranunicated ?

(d) When the Board was actually superseded ?

will Governmfnt.be pleased to state—

(a) How the Cabinet decision, if any, arrived at, on the 7th Febru-
ary about t.he supersession of the Sylhet Municipality was
made public so that the authorities of the Jugashakti Patrika,
had the opportunity to know it ? °

b) Who is responsible for the disclosure of this Cabinet secret ?

120. Wwill Go

119.

vernment be pleased to lay on the table —

(a) The amount of debts of the Sylhet Municipality serially year .,

by year from the year 1927 "to 1937-38 and at the date of
supersession ?

() The amo_unt.of ferry compensatory grant given to the Sylhet
Municipality in the years 1934-35, 1935-36, 1936-37, 1937-38
and the current year respectively ?

(¢) Ifout of the compensatory grant of the years 1937-38, 1938-39,
Rs.14,000 has been withheld in 2 years ?

(d) If so, Wlli Government be p]cased to state the reason for so
doing

121. Will Government be p_le:asec.l to state—
Y () If the Sylhet Mun1c1pahty had a number of correspondence

over this matter with Government ? .
(b) If so, what was the reply of the Government in this respect ?
122. Will Government be pleased to state w}_lether in the Budget of
1938-39 the Sylhet Municipality made any provision for the clearance of
- Tiabilities :
thelrlgg}j will Government be pleased to state the percentage of collcetion
i’ the year 1936-375 1(’;37'-38 and at what percentage the Sylhet Municl-
ality budgcted the collection ofits rates for this year, #.¢., 1938-39 ?

B 124. Will Government be pl_eased to state the number of demand
d distress warrants issued in the months of January and February

otcies an i 25 :
lljp to the date of supersession for the realisation of its rates ?
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125. Isit a fact that the Commissioner, Surma Valley, was satisfed
after the assurance given by the Chairman that he would be able Yo s
90 per cent. collection this year, and mformcd the Chairman on the Tst
week of February about the approval of the Budget through the Deputy
Commissioner ?

126. Will Government be pleasad to state if the Chairman, Sylhet
Municipaity, had addressed an open letter to the Hon’ble Minister, Loca]
Self-Government; only a few months ago, stating the financial position of
the Board and is it a fact that this letter was published in the “Sylhet

onicle’ ? .

Chl?l.‘ZY. Will Government be pleased to state if the Sylhet I\’IUIIiCipality
was superseded on the r(:COInIn\“ndE;UOHS of th(.: D%’P}I{CY Commissiorler’
Sylhet, or the Commissioner, Surma Valley Ianc_i_Hlll Division, and whether
the Municipality was asked to show cause why it shoulc! not be superseded ?

128. (a) Is it a fact that the cxp]anntlon_t;).the audit report is to be sent
by the Board to the authorities concerned, within 90 days from the date of
3 AR
B TCap b Is it a fact that the Sylhet Municipal Board sent the explana-
- 1 to the audit report to the proper authorities within 90 days from the
e ot of the audit note of the current year ?
dutet recelp\/vas the Local Examiner consulted before supersession gg to

thther h((:{:)rcccivcd any audit I-GPIy f‘I’OITl‘ the Sy“l(‘t I\Iunicipality on or

; 3rd February ? . ]
before the(d; Is it a fact that the audit reply reached the ILocal Examine,

before the 3rd February and the allegations m?f.de agains't the ] l\’Iunicipalit)’
Jlf t%c Notification, that it did not send the audit reply within time, jg base-
i

less ? . ..
129. Is it a fact that the financial position of the Sylhet MuniCipality

as making a marked improvement in the year 1958-39 ?
- ol i
130. (a) Is it a fact that the Sylhet Municipality is never gettin an
urrin.g general purpose grant, whereas other Municipalities, viz., Shillongy
~eC s - g3 = T Vo) -
15?1011211'; Gauhé;tl, Jorhat, etc., are getting recurring general pur Poses grant (b)i,‘
huge amount !
(b) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the am
t received by the following “Municipalit;
eral purposes gran o : 5 Palities
fll?llonﬂp Gauhati, Silchar, Jorhat, lelug{uh? Sll?sagar and the m’ul?_a.rne 1.
Shi of 4 other subdivisions of the Sylhet district in the year 1936_§§1P€l11~
ties g ? and
1937-38 ¢

Ount of

9.

(¢) Will Government be pleased to lay on the table the

Do PO total

the above named Municipalities in the year 1936-37 roaq
lengt]hg‘if: (a) Will Government be pleased to state the ]i&§§§i0937‘38 a
5 :

Gauhati Municipality in the year 1936-37 and the present habilitieg of the
0

said BOard ?
() Isit a fact that on account of finangcial difficy]

. 25 ties 1
f the Gauhati Munici Wi . In
1936-37, the employees o pality diq e
receive their monthly salaries ? not reguﬁ;eriir
(¢) Is it a fact that for a series of years Gauhat; y
failed to collect its rates regularly ? aty MuniCipa.Iit
¥y

d) Will Government be pleased to state who
the Gauh(at)i Municipality in the years 1936-37, 1937"38‘/::18(1&?9 Ghairm
132. (a) Is it a fact that the Sylhet }\/Iunicipality made 38-39 >
with many Calcutta Companies for getting a scheme of
sion, prepared by an expert ?

an of
‘reSpo
¢ n
Wdter'WOPkS ec}l:irl(‘e
\ e.Il~
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(6) Isita fact that the Municipality managed to have a scheme
p_reparcd by the expert Mr. Bartholomew “through Messrs. Worthington
Simpson and Company of Calcutta at an expense of Rs. 1,0007

(¢) Is it a fact that the Sylhet Municipality invited petitions from
the public by notification for ascertaining the amount of ;nwn'ium likely to
be received by the Board ?

(d) Is it a fact that the Sylhet Municipality submitted a scheme for
the extension of the water-works to the Government and that it is under the
consideration of Government now ?

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN replied .

118. (a)—The 7th February, 1939.

(5)—The 10th February, 1939.
ot (¢)—By telegram on the 10th February, 1939 just after publication

of Government resolution.

(d)—On the 10th February, 1939.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : With regard to (¢) above may I know
from the Hon’ble Minister what was the urgency of sending the information
by telegram ?

! Tl%e Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : Because it was men-
tioned in the notification that supersession was to take place from that
date, so the charge must be taken from the very day of suspersession

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN-MD. CHAUDHURY : Could not Govern-
ment wait for the end of the financial year ?

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : No, Sir.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : What was the
special reason for not waiting for only a few days ?

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: 'The matter was
pending for many years and there was no utility for waiting any further.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 shall call out the other questions

because I find supplementarics would be more appropriate there. (Questions,

132 were called out).
from’I%lllz t(I)-Ion’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN replied :
119. (a)—Government have no information. Possibly it was an
intelligent anticipaticn.
b, —Government arc not aware that there was any disclosure.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : The answer is ‘Possibly it was an e el
ligent anticipatiqn " Wll! the_ Hon’ble Minister please explain what he
ciintelligent anticipation > ?

eans by .
eans va Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Itis sufficiently clear,
Sir. 3 .

i ‘Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Am I to take 1t that they got the infor-
mation before it was published in the Gazette ?

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I have already replied
that Govcrnrpent are not aware of that.

Maulavi ABDUR R,A_HMAN: How could they anticipate that such
and such will be the decision of the Cabinet ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member should know that
newspaper editors are very shrewd.

Mz_;ulavx ﬁlnlgtglR RAHMAN : Before the Cabinet decides anything
should it be PU h‘s S n the newspapers ? Does it not go seriously’ against
the prestige of,;0 le Bablnet ?

The Hon be ¢ }?bf“ FAMI.NI KUMAR SEN: I donot understand
what' S it yI d Fe . It is clear that the Cabinet decision was taken
a few days ago. | Og“?t think it goes against the prestige of the Cabinet if
such information 1s pu lished after the decision of the Cabinet,
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Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Things occur frequently like this and
may I ask the Hon’ble Minister whether it does not tell upbn the prestige
o of the Cabinet ? =
The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: That isa question
of opinion, Sir.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : Isit a fact that this kind of
news was published in the paper in the past and it was found incorrect ?
@ The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Yes, Sir. .
Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Is it
a fact that one oftl}c mlcmb{zi’s of this Assembly who was a candidate for
the Chairmanship of Sylhet Municipality has got connecti vith the
shakti Patrika ? g ° ot “the. uga-
The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I am not awate of
that. T
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I expect that Governmens <.
be more strict that no such information leaks ouFin futmgo?\uunkm Youid

The Hon’ble Babu KAMIN{ KUMAR SEN replicd :

120. (a)—The audit notes prior to 1931-32 have been destroyed. Fr

then on the total liabilities including outstandine Gover : rom

: . : 8 g nment loan were
given'in the audit notes as follows :—

Rs. a

On 31st March 1932 ... L p:
On 30th September 1933 1 (9);83% lg 2
On' 31st: March 1934 ... ’98’54‘9 0 5
» On 31st July 1935 ... 89’535 + 2
| Onh'’ 31st: March 1936 ... 104.:393 - 0
On 31st March 1937 ... ’9-'1«’568- 0
On’ 31st March 1938 ... 35’705 8 0
The Examiner, who has been asked to'make a special' audit, wi]] 0
i in due course the liabilities at time of supersession: i report
(5)—1934-35 ... 12133.0
1935-36 ... o TR
1936-37 ... 12:()00
1937-38 .. e
1938-39 ... .-
(¢)—No. The Board still' receives the estimated value
ferries. The ferry income naturally fell heavily with the i f o(ff Eﬁe
] A e

but no: question of a compensatory grant ¢

eane Bridge
- e hich does ' not accrue.

respect’ to ferry income w.
(d)—Does not arise.-
121. (a)—No. The only letter from the Board traceable ig
man’s lettf(:r)of the 2nd August, 1938. The Commissioner e“:gst}}e Chaiy.
on the: 26th January, 1937 that with'the opening of the bridge 11n§trugted
would Have no'claim to compensation for loss of ferry income Tll 1€ Boarq
& Cothmissioner reported in July, 1987 that the Chairman apqg 'Vi e Deputy
i verballyvasked!for a grant.of Rs.25,000 on the ground ot ce-CQ airmay,
brouglit in'such a big sum to Government. Government, g the by e
25th September, 1937 a grantof Rs.5,000 on account of th anctioned oy
ferries. o
X (b)—No reply was' given to the Chairman’s |y
August;. which had not been submitted through the p, €r of the 9nd
required by rule. Proper channe ;s

AN arise wigp

€ exist}
Sting o
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1292.— Ves : so Government understand. Neither the district officer nor
the Examiner considered that the cstimate, in any degree, represent

probabilities.
123.—1936-37 ... 63 per cent. of total demand.
1937-38 - . 72 per cent. of total demand.

In 1938-39 the Board apparently budgeted to rccover 79 per cent. of
the demand including over Rs.8,000 which was considered irrecoverable.

124.—Four hundred and four demand notices and 47 distress warrants.

~ 125.—Government understand that on the Chairman’s assuranceé that‘

the collections would amount to a high percentage of the demand, thc'
Commissioner asked him to send up the revised Budget through the DCPUtZi
Commissioner. This does not imply that the Commissioner was, Ot coul
be, satisfied as to what the actual realizations would be.

126.—Yes.

127.—The Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner have for a number
of years constantly represented that no improvement could be secured 1N
Sylhet town unless the Board were superseded. The Board was not aske1
to show cause on this occasion, since it was realized that to do so wou
merely furnish opportunity for the procrastination and manwuvring , that
have been regular features of this Board’s conduct. Moreover, in z111t1c1pa‘
tion that action to call for cause would be taken, the Board had been aske ;
to furnish their replies to the audit note within onc month from the 215
November, 1938. The Board on the Ist December promised to do their
best to comply with this direction, but represented  that three months from
the receipt of the audit note would not expire until the 3rd February,
Government accordingly waited until the 3rd February, when there Wai
still no sign of a reply from: the Board ; and they judged it futile to tred
this Board any longer as deserving opportunity to reform. It is now foull
that the Chairman’s replies to the audit note were approved en bloc by th,e
Board on the 13th December, 1938, but were not sent out from the Board’s
office until 30th January, 1939.

128. (a)—Within three months of the receipt, under the ordinary rule.

b)—No. The replies were received in  the Examiner’s office o0
the 3rd February. The note was admitted by the Chairman to have been
received in the Board’s office on the 3rd November, 1938.

(c)—The Examiner was in Shillong in the first week of February
and informed Government that no replies had been received by the 2n
February, the last day of the three months. .

(d)—The hon. member is referred to the reply to question (¢)

above. A }
129.—This is the subject of examination by the auditor.

130. (a)—The Sylhet Municipal Board receives no general purp'OS_.‘?S'

grant. .
(b)—The grants received by the Boards mentioned are——'

193637 - R1937-38

£ s. a. . y s. HA.. P
Sl ... 10,710 0 0 10,710 0 0
‘.‘i‘uh = .. 7,004 11 6 7,004 11 6
i | .. 4087 10 0 4087 10 0
Ve S, .. 4,087 10 0 4,087 10 0
D S 6,586 -7 0 6,536 7:.0
SibsAgar, ... 5545 0 0 5545 0 0
Hiakigan) .. - 1,611 13 0 1,611 13 0
Maulvibazar .. X - L277 8.0 1,777 8 O
Karimganj ... . 285313 0. 2,853 13 0 '
PROAIREAN] s .. 1,616 5 0 1,616 5 O
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o Appear irrelevant—--
ing are the details though they : ppear ir
(¢)—The following are

1936-37 1237;38
2642 277
R ong - ses 13.54' ]3.54
Shillong i s
\"l‘l ar pay .
Joraat ! B 19-17
Svylhet e 19 ’

. Dibrugath .. 17-03 16-64
Sibsagar 9-80 Ll
Karimganj ... i R 7-35
Sunamganj ... P 7-54
Habiganj s s 75 -iﬂ .
Iz/r?tl]yll‘ﬁngortal“ii:xbility on 31st March, 1937 was re

131. (a)—

ported by the
i J he s
min o be Rs.1,14,817, including Rs.15,010 for the bal
Exa l er t > e

insta able in the fugy,
an and Rs.71,117 for mstalmcntgl.l}::) ;);L)]I]Licﬁn ﬂt];( gg;‘:ée aOrI(:
i 10.1.!1 (01'ks extension and road oi ;ia, bz R
account of watC}M ¥I1U(-, The Board’s gctu:-‘x] unpl;e e o o i
i froégcjl‘ct‘(‘(l b’v the Commissioner to g
1938 were r : y

4 L [* hC 3 i *
nc . ) . f t
I V

ance of

on,
(b)—Yes. had to criticise the Gauhatj Board for
(¢)—Government have 2
ctions. i inister, prior to his assumptioy
inadcql(?)te (':191111((:: present Hon’ble Prime Minister, p "
of office.

g nt understand. . |
s (a)—_gei’:&gnguﬁse seen a prehnn}naly note prepareq by this
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

133.(a)—Two-hundred and one including three temporary posts.
(b)—Twenty-nine. ‘
(c)—Sixty-two
(d) & (e)—Seven posts are held by the Surma Valley Muslims and
22 by the Assam Valley Muslims. There is no scparate percen-
tage fixed for them. Muslims of the province are treated as one
unit for the purpose.
(f)—Twelve.
(g)—Seven. Assam Valley—5. Surma Valley—2,
(h)—No. Only one Assam Valley Muslim was appointed recently.
(i) & (j)—Do not arise in view of the reply to (d) and (e) above.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May T know from the Hon’ble Minister
whether recently several appointments have been made in this Department 5z
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Not several, only three.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know to what community 40
the candidates who have been appointed belong ?

The Hown’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : One from the Muhammadan
community, one from the scheduled castes and one from the caste Hindu.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know why, before giving proper
share to the Muslims, people from other communities were recruited ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : There are other under-repre
sented communities also.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : But I find from the reply that Muslims
are entitled to 62 posts whereas only half or less than that have been held by
them ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Gradually they are getting
their proportion, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know whether there is any
dearth of suitable Muslim candidates ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Not now.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Am [ to take it from the Hon’ble
Minister that he would make it a point in future to fill up the vacancies by
Muhammadans ? i

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Government have to consi-
der the case of other under-represented communities also along with the

Muhammadans. e A0 .

Maunlavi ABDUR RAI—]JV[ AN :
posts go ltI?I thg l;c{lbzstl ‘§ectt}on ?

" "The Hon B SUR. INATH DAS: Thatis not a fact.

Maulavi AII;ID‘-}‘R RAHMAN : Is it not a fact that in the advertise-
ey we Ee T 1r;d that preference will be given to the tribal and
e O ATILOAS . 1t e a15 mere
\ The Hon’ble Sriju \ A S 4 ' )
ed then preference is given to 'théni'lglzr’? Avfith {)f;}tl};‘:g’ are under-represent

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May T take it from the Hon’ble Mini
that Muhamm’?ﬁanss are also'urider:repfgsen;ac 1;, ym the Hon’ble Minister

The Hg:ntee tl‘kélu;rRAMN‘A_TH DAS : Where Muhammadans are
qn_dc_l;.rzpre_ ! y are also given preference along with other com-
munitti€s. o ) S T
aulavi Saiyid Sir MU
men:vl’made any comparative THAMMAD SAADULLA : Have Govern-

Is it a fact that now-a-days these

rePI‘CSented communities ? Stat¢mc nt of the deficiencies of the under-
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Sir, the question is only with
regard to Muhammadans and not with regard to others.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The reply of
Hon’ble Minister was that Muhammadans are given preference where the
are under-represented and there arc other under-represented CC‘“]Ulllnitio§
and therefore the posts have gone to them. So my question is whethep

Government have made any comparative statement of the greatest deficie
cies from amongst the under-represented communities. i
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Yes, Sir.
Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA . May 1 know

which community has got the largest deficiency or undcr-reprcsention I
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : At present 1 Cannot eive
accurate figure. Soon after the appointment of the Public Servic,be (é] the
mission, 12 appointments have been made and out of this numbey. 7 om-
gone to the Muhammadans. >
Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABSIR HUSSAIN CI{AUDH
May I know whether caste Hindus are under-represented ? URJ .
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Yes, the Assam Valle
Hindus are under-represented. Y caste
Maulavi ABDUR RAFMAN: Isitnota fact that each of 1
munities, the tribal, the schedule, the Muhammadan, hold Sepal‘até e Com-
the matter of service ? units jp,
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Yes, Sir.

Royalty on petroleum and coal

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked:

134. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Revenue he ples
on what basis, rovalty on petroleum is realised from the Assam &sé‘ to Stat
pany, Limited, by the Government of Assam ? 1] ©

135. Is it a fact that according to the terms of the lease Srang
Assam Oil Company, Limited, annas 8 per 40 gallons jg the € _to
rate of assessment of royalty on natural petroleum ? i

136.(a) 1Is it a fact that the above estimated rate may be Changed

Local Government from time to time ?
: b) If so, will Government be pleased to state whe

last ‘25 years, the minimum assessment was increased ? n
y(c) If not, why not ? ) S the
137. Will Government be pleased to enquire and state_
(a) Whether in Burma, natural petroleum extracte,
neath the private persons’ land are purchased 1, from
turers of oil products ? Y the r_naund
(b) If so, what is the value paid by the manufacture Ilufa.c\
of the land per every 40 gallons of natura] Petro} to the
(¢) Whether in order to correctly assess royalty o Sum P QWI-\&BS
leum extracted from the oil fields in Burma a’tul‘al
stored in tanks kept by Government for Chﬁcl; the oil Peyy,
oil is allowed to be taken by the Company b . Iy ¢ 0O~
(d) ‘Whether the Burma Government realise rq alty . © Tefy hen Ust
(e) What are the highest rates of royalty on natury On nag he
natural gas there ? al Urg
138. Will Government be pleased to enquire g
Assam Qil Company, Limited,puse coal or qnatura]nd‘astate wh a-llc]
‘boilers and engines and pumps, etc., at the oil fields at DS. for Sthe,
139. Will Government be pleased to state whether '8hoj ? 11111lin the
the lease, the Company is liable to pay royalty for naturarlldér the . the
: €r;
thus QSGI:IISP of
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140.(a) Is it a fact that a meeting of the I,:u.u«l Rf'm-nnr- (f«u!llnitt.cq held
in July 1938 submitted a note suggesting possible increas: of royalty on
natural petroleum and coal ? _ _ teasid i
(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Revenue be p (.‘]‘M'('tted

state whether any investigation was held in the light of the note  submt

by the said Committee. £ such
(¢) If so, will Government be pleased to state the result o
investigation into the matter ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied:

134,—Speaking roughly the basis is either the well head value or the
quantity of petroleum. ) qiio

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Am I to take ic that the ass€
ment made on ad valorem basis ? ) .

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Yes, Sir, ?
present. .

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED rcplied : o

135.—As the question is being examined, Government regret  that they
are not in a position to reply to this question. ) being

136.(a), (b) & (¢)—Governments’ powers on this matter are
~ examined. ding

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Arc not the rules regarcl’s
powers of Government in this matter clearly laid down in the Mineral CGon
cession Manual ? .

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN AL1 AHMED: Sir, as this
matter is just now under the consideration of the Government, I woul
request the hon. member, who puts this question, not to embarrass the
position of the Government till we have come to a decision.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replicd :

137.(a) to (¢)—Government will make enquiries.

138.—Government understand that the Company uses natural gas for
the extraction of natural petroleum only.

Srijut LAKSHESHVAR BOROOAH: Will the Hon’ble Revenu®
Minister be pleased to state from whom the information was obtained ?

. The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: The informa-

tion obtained from the Deputy _C_ommissioncr, Lakhimpur, was to the effect
that the natural gas was only utilised for the purpose of extracting oil. But

since it has been brought to our notice that this is utilised for other purposes
_Government have taken up an enquiry.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied :
139.—Under the terms of 2 of the leases royalty is payable for natural
140.(a)—The Committe

leum and not on coal.
(b)—Yes.

(¢)—The matter is under the consideration of Government.
Relief to the Political sufferers of Assam

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

gas.

¢ suggested increase of royalty on natural petro-

141.(a) Will the Hon’ble the Premier be pleased to state whether
Zny steps have been taken to give relief to the Political - sufferers @
fi%am who were connected with Congress movement ?
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(b) Will the Hon’ble the Premier be pleased to state if persons
resigning Government posts in response to the call of the country in
1921 and Subscquently devoting themselves to Congress work under the
Congress Organisation and suffering penury arce regarded as Political
sufferers ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

141.(a) & (b)—The questions appear to assume matter of opinion
inasmuch as “Political sufferers” would seem to include persons who
have been made to suffer by actions of Government, as well as those
who have accepted suffering voluntarily. Government have taken steps
to give relief lo the formers, but in respect of the latter, Government have
not been presented with any case for its decision.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: With regard to (a),
view of the answer that “ the questions appear to assume matter of opinion ag
¢« Political Officers ** would seem to include persons who have been made to
suffer by actions of Government, as well as those who have accepted suﬂ"ering
voluntarily ”’. May I know whether the nine persons that have been just

above in

CORRECTION SLIP TO THE ASSAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEAp; r
DEBATES, VOLUME I, NO.10, DATED THE 25T}
AND 27TH MARCH, 1939,

Correction Slip No.l1

At page 755, after the expression
“The Hom’ble Srijut G.OPINATH BARDOLOI:; Yes, Sir »
and before the expression .

¢« The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : His case does
insert the following :— .

” A SINDHU ROY: Will the Hon’ble p,.: o
consi(;el:atzg giltl)?libg Jyotish Chandra Das, late g ngé ;312 r 1\'{)1 Plster
Murarichand College ?

Secretary,
A.G.P. (L.A.) No.10—128—15-5-1940,
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the approximate minimum capital and recurring expenditure in  raising the

Berry-White Medical School of Dibrugarh excluding the existing land and:

buildings, Hospital buildings and other asscts, to the status of a Medical
College ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

142.—Government have becn studying the question, but it is difficult
to make the estimate required at present.  There s first the administrative
problem—how the clinical material in the attached hospital could be raised
to such a standard as would enable the College to  obtain recognition from
the Indian Medical Council. At present Government do not o how, even
if the hospital were enlarged to the necessary extent, it would be possible
to fill the beds, particularly for midwifery teaching, and it is thercfore
impossible to estimate the expenditure on the hospital, but this would be
very great. ;

The question, however, refers only to the school itself. It has first tO
be determined how many students would be annually admitted, and this
depends on the policy to be adopted after considering the report of the
conference on medical school Education. Assurning an entry of 40
Government roughly estimate, on the basis of a similar institution elsewheré
that the additional capital cost of school buildings alone would be at least
a lakh, and the additional recurring cost at least one and a quarter lakhs
per annum. The vapital cost would probably be greatly exceeded if a
detailed scheme were prcparcc'l,. when all the present pending schemes of the
Medical School, ¢-£., the provision of a water-supply, would be added.

Purchase of Khaki Xhaddar uniforms for police

ut LAKSHESVAR BORCOAH asked :

3. (a) Are Government aware that the Bihar and Orissa Governments
h 1§:de£ez:l purchase of K’hak1 Khaddar uniforms for Police ? ©
ave b) will the Hon ble the Premier be pleased to state if he would
e of Khaki Khaddar for the Police of Assam ?

sple Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

Srij

order pul‘Cha's
The Hon

__QGovernirent have no inf >
143. (@) ) ormation.
(p)—The proposal will be considered. It is the policy of Govern-
ment tO suppprt_ andlizl’gg};;aée COt;age industries.
Mz A’1‘1&ctijel%qa.1”tmt:nts' to'i o : NDA Will Government issue a
circular to all-dep nvest only in khaddar wherever cloth may be

ire . .o
requl,;.he Hon’bte g;lj&llié GOPINATH BARDOLOI : The greatest difficulty
about a,CC_CptaIlltC o (;ut Proposal made by my hon: friend My. Chanda
is the dlfﬁc‘?j dyr " uiregut of khaddar and the availability of suitable
uality ofk/wl_ca quthe ét Present. But it will be seen from the reply
that the p}‘l)'lhynecessar‘l Overnment is to support and encourage cottage
industries W AMM includes khaddar industry. , B
Maulz}‘VIIndu;tries }f& D' AMJAD ALI*: May- I° know- from the
Minister O?cottage in du“t:\i/esegeﬁ' k}zladdar has been included in the pro-
mme ’ y 18 planning ?
gra The Homn ble Khan Bahadsr‘ Ma?ﬂavi MAHMUD: ALI: It is

known to all that it has been included.

4
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Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: i ,
Vidya Asram which manufactures khaddar or11) l;l lg'?r\c;ersrgrllcnt Sonsule the
WOUI'CII‘I?C ?Ible ’tlc))lmeet the needs of the province ? ° ale whether they
e Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI:

fhe}’e was a sort of confzrence in which the Vidya Agramoxfc]:l};éhe other day
invited and I think they had to come to certain conclusior?s ‘iil}t?tlv(? was
under the examination of Government. Not only it may be pos -1&1 will be
enquiries made, but as a matter of fact the representative of r;hc:SlVi?iy;oA};?vc

am

was co-opted in the Committee.
Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI :
from the Hon’ble Minister of Industries whether khakli.klz}zc;;g:l tisto kr}ow
a fast

colour product ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes, Sir

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: By tl s p
Industry ’, may I presume that the cottage industri);s lgfpltllllzsepr;‘ggttag‘e
ce is

meant ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes d v

Babu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: Ma R e
Hon’ble Premier holds the same opinion as the ex-Chief Miniyste rslo».v She
mad Saadulla that khaddar dress does not look smart ? r Saiyid Sir

Muham
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: It is a
opinion. On the other hand I think that khaki kkaddar cap looks sgzxer of
er.

Mrx. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Are we to
the reply that if sufficient quantity and proper quality ;ni%rzflarﬁcll from
Hon’ble Premier will order khaddar ? able, the
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Dﬁﬁnitely S:
> Ol

Resolution r¢ the presentation of the Budget of the Dibrv
Board before its Finance Committee 1brugarh Local

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked:

144. (a) With reference to reply to question No. 1230 of'the last W;
1938) of the Assembly (page 1155), will the Hon’ble Ministe;nfter
or

Session( .
ent be pleased to state if the enquiry promiseqd
was

Local Self-Governm
made ?
(b) If so, with what result ?

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN replied s

144. (a)—Yes.

(b)—The report has not yet been received.

Motor Service on the sylhet-Shillong Road

DAV PRASAD CHALIHA asked:
145. Will Government be pleased to state when the
passenger and goods lorries on the: Sylhet-Shﬂlon‘g Road
146. (a) Do Government propese to introduce an ar
ning of the motor service on this Road similar to that at
on the Shillong-Gauhati-Pandu Road ?

Srijut JA
Permits for pios
A r blvi
are due to exli)iz‘len.ﬁ
rangement fon :
r Iuna
i Prevailing
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(6) If not, do Government propose to continue the existing pro-
cedure, after the present permits expire ?

147. Do Government propose to bring about, as far as possible, similar
traffic conditions and system of operation on both of these two important
Roads ?

148. (a) Do Government propose to decide carly, the procedure to be
followed on this Road (Shillong-Sylhet) after the present permits expire, and
call for tenders accordingly through public notices to  be published in the
Assam Gazette and other important local newspapers  at least six clear months
before the existing permits are due to terminate ?

(b) If so, will Government be pleased to  state whether they will
publish, in such notices, all important terms and conditions in detail,
governing the fresh permits to be issued as was done at the time of calling
tenders for the Shillong-Pandu service ?

. 149. Will Government be pleased to state w
permits will be completed within two months from the
tenders or four months before the existing permits expire

earlier ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

hether the allocation of the
date of calling for
whichever 18

145.—31st December 1939.
146 to 149.—Government have not yet taken up the matter. The
suggestions will be borne in the mind when the  question is considered.
: ’
Enquiry whether the use of the words ¢ hounds > and *¢ mad dog’
in respect of certain members a speech is Parliamentary or not

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Befor¢
may I know whether it is Parliamentary t0

you take up the next item, Sir, .
t of certain members of this House an

use the word ¢ hounds *” in respec

also the words ¢ mad dog ” ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Unless all these expressions are used

actually in the House, I am not competent to give a ruling.
' Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY ¢
Yesterday some hon. members used these expressions...

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Yesterday, the Deputy Speaker

occupied the Chair and if the expressions had been used he should have
given his ruling. Those rulings are binding.
Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Are w€
to understand that those rulings are binding on us ? )
. : :
The Hon bl'i the SPEAKER : When the question of the use of word
mention by the hon. Member- arises before me I shall then be in 2
osition to say whether the use of the word is Parliamentary or not. As far
as yesterd%}’ s I;lroceed_mgs_ are concerned, if the Hon’ble the Depury. Speakﬁr
gave a ruling that ruling is b}ndmg in the House and unless and until the
very c1rcu'mslt)a;lces under which the word mentioned by the hon. member
occur agiaér; eaes Oorllfe tr}rlletthIe hon. member cannot expect a ruling from me for
the simp Ak ol at . am not permitted to sit in judgment over the
decision of the Hon’ble the Deputy Speaker and give a decisi revi-
e ial authorltl}\’,-l ion as a
ulavi MUHAM . ous .
hl}izt erblerib e l\gAD AN_IJAD ALT: Is this the position, Sir, that
eac Tie Hom’ble tiae %%Eaccordlng to its own particular merit ?
. AKER : Yes, on its own merits, just when it

Qccurs.
?
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Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: The
hon. Dc(;,puty Speaker did not give any ruling yesterday regarding the word
¢ hound ’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But the hon. member will have to
wait ; and if such a word is used when I am in the Chair in any debate, then
I will certainly give a ruling. ’

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Will you
kindly ask the Hon’ble Premier whether the word was used ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The word ¢ hound ® may under given
circumstances be considered harmless. That would depend on the Co?lt(:\:t
with reference to which it is used and the sense it is meant to convey. :

Now we pass on to the next item.

Presentation of Supplementary Statement of Expenditur
year 1938-39 e for the

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: M;y. Speaker
Sir, I beg to present a Supplcmcntary. Statement of Expenditure for th,
year 1938-39. The purposes, for which these supplementary grants arz
required have been fully explained in the explanatory notes given after eacl
of those items of expenditure and I need not take the time of the House i;

ting them.
rcpeall\/;gigllavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I want to

k
Sir whether a list of the Supplementary Statement has been placed b:[%‘?’
the Council as well, because under the Government of India Act Sk, 12

2 t should be placed.
Smter’?ﬁi Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN AL AHMED :

I think
done. If in these cases it has not been done, it will be placec11\ follllzfl ‘:’}Ells
Council meets again. ] S
Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Tha ol
irregular and probably illegal. According to the Government of Ingi, Abe
this statement has to be placed in both th@ Houses of IgegISlature. ct
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 think the previous Government £
t do that.
no Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA]_)I.JLL.A; It was dop
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Tflie prov1s.1Ior11 1s only that ¢
nt should be placed before both the Houses. 1 have seen that j¢ j
gl/(;n after the Bgdget is disposed of by the Legislative Assembly, S done
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: In this connect
I may point out that the list of supplementary egpendxture, which wag Placon
on the table of this House during the last scssion was ‘also placeq b tf}:ld
Council but only when the Council was 1 _session this month, The 1; .
which is now placed here will also be placed in the Upper House whes list

5 e, Sir.
1€ state-

. nt
Council meets again. JORE-2E wodl he
Consideration of Appropriation Accounts, -3 and Audi¢ Re

for 1938 together with Finance Accounts, 1937-38 and Augj Port

1938 ¢ Repory

" The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALESAHEIED t Sir, I ngy g,
move that the Appropriation Accounts 193?- 19231_11 the Audit Repo eg to
1938 together with the Financial .ACCOUHtS oL -38 and the Audit th for
for 1938 be taken into consideration. ) €port
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :
¢ That the Appropriation Accounts 1937-38 and the Audit R
1938 together with the Finance Acgounts. 1937-38 and eport for
Report for 1938 be taken into consideration the Aygy
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$iv x’m}]l::; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speaker,
ha'\;ehex Iainad f)wl}qd the Finance Minister in making his motion ought to
PﬁaﬁonpAc oth the utility of the Finance Account and the Appro-
2l C:’oundtl and why it is necessary, and in fairness to me he shoqld
(i pointedly brought to the notice of the House the points of financial

egularity, if there are any, for the accounts of those periods relate to
1’;937‘38 when 1 was the Finance Minister. I am therefore, Sir, at a
dlsac}vantage, for I have got to review these two reports of the highest
A}ldlt Authority which are themselves are reviews of the working of the
Finance Department under my charge and I would crave the indulgence of
the House to give me a few minutes.

My hon’ble friend has made the motion that the Appropriation Accounts
and_AUdlf Report together with the Finance Accounts be taken into
consxc_leratxon. In my opinion the position ought to have been transposed,
that is to say the Finance Accounts ought to have come first and then
the Appropriation Aceounts. The Finance Accounts, as hon. members
will notice, give a elear indication of the financial position of the pro-
vince and also give an exposition of the indebted position of the province
together with an explanation of the very complicated and intricate naturé
of our accounting in the Budget Estimates. Whereas the Appropriation
Account is mainly concerned to sece that supplies voted by the House have
been applied for the purposes for which they wer¢ meant and that there
has been no variation. If there has been any variation how they have
been met. Explanations have to be forthcoming for every surrender of
And if the deficit or surplus was of heavy nature, an

reappropriation. .
if there be subsequent variations again, serious notice of the action of the
Finance Department find place in those reports.

The system of accounting, hon. members will find at page 2 of the

I need not detail them here. But I request every
through these reports so that he may nnderstand
the nature of our accounting system a.nfi especially the Finance Accounts
which deal with our pecuniary condition z'md which have been lucidly
explained. At page 7, the revenue position of the province has been
stated and it has been mentioned there that the expected surplus for the
year 1937-38 at the time of framing of the estimates was Rs.4,46,000. But
during the actual working of the year this surPlus was converted into a
deficit of Rs.4,81,000. The causes of this fall in our income have been
Slained in that page. It has been stated that the fall under land
exgenue'ﬁ”nder ordlnary receipts was as much as R<.10,77’000, and it has
'tlf;en‘CXPlained < t}?e fall under land revenue was due to remission ©
jand revenv® ?‘111(1 tor:lefn II)DOStponmg of deferred enhancement in one district.
I hop€ those _-Hol’l- i 6;1:, who know the ?t—'cnd’ of events in this House
last year, wil rcn;) er at 1t was the unanimous desire of the House
- + there should be a remission in land revenue. As a matter of fact my
thznds who now adorn the Government Bench went so far as to say that
%ﬁc 4o 8 uld b; a; ;nln;Lnum remission of 50 per cent. of the land revenue.
But it order no 7 ivénas e the administration impossible, the then Govern-
ment could d,nb gmé looﬁ‘éc% as my friends proposed. The then Govern-
ment _hCa-de' i agricuitUr 1 oth into the finances of the province and also
o ifcmend?us 1 al depression, or rather the depression in the
to ricultural produce, and they came to 2 via medi b the

~ 1akhs to the existi they came ta whic y
Wbc roper Tor astmg remissions in land revenue. Therefore,
e will B oqefor thefallin e House to criticise the then

Finance Accounts.
hon. member to go

gy

Y
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Another matter to which I should draw the attention of every hon.
member of this House is our debt position. That has been explained at
page 10 of the Finance Accounts and hon. members will be staggered
to find that at the end of the year 1937-38, the provincial exchequer was
indebted to various parties and funds to the tune of Rs.1,13,99,000.
This, Sir, contains two very big items. The first item is that of a loan
of Rs.30,65,000 which the Government of Assam had to pay to the
Central Government for accommodating them to tide over the deficit of
the previous year 1936-37. This as has been already told, has been repaid
to the Central Government. The bulk of our debt is termed as unfunded
debt of the Provident Fund money which at the end of the year amounted
to no less a sum than Rs.94,37,000. This staggering load of debt need
not place us in a position of despair for as I have already mentions:d at the
time of the general discussion of _the Budget that we can utilise the
amount of the unfunded debt to wipe out our debt to Central Govern-
ment and at the same time to reduce our interest charges. I need
not, therefore, repeat the arguments which I advanced then. The Comp-
troller also at page 41, paragraph 3, has expressed as follows:—
“ Tt must be clearly understood that the balance of accounts shown in
the statement above are not and cannot be regarded as a complete record
of the state of affairs or the net financial position of the Government of
Assam, as it is not possible to take into account all the various physical
assets of the province such as lands, buildings, communications, etc., for
which complete statistics are not available and the exact valus of which ig
difficult to estimate.” If the monetary value of these assets are calculated
then, I have nodoubt whatever that the assets will be far in excess of
the liabilities that have been mentioned in the finance accounts,

I now, come Sir, to the appropriation accounts. It had b

privilege tosit in many Public Accounts Committee where the

5 . 2ppro-
riation accounts are scrutinised, and since 1930 when I. was investeq
with the charge of the Finance Department I had presided over the

deliberation of that Committee for some years. T can say from m past
experience that the highest auditing authority, I mean the Auditor.
General had for very many years past commended Assam on jts ve

accurate budgeting. I wish I had the previous Appropriation Reports .
place the relevant portions of these Reports, but unfortunately I could I_OO
find them in the Library. In the present Approprition Accountsg and tl-ht
Audit Report, also we have got a s‘1m1lar acknowle__d-gment though sl ie
the same terms of good budgcting. in Assam, and in paragraph 3 of thn
prefatory remarks of the Appropriation Accounts, hon. members will ‘e
that * the cases of financial irregularities apparently defective adminjg; o
tion, etc., which are brought to the notice in the Report epresent 0:1?‘
a small percentage of the total financial transacucz:ln of the Year, Thy
comments on such cases must not be u“derStC]’;l’. as  conveyj g e
general reflection on the administration (')I'fi I;iudlc expendityre 5 any
page 6 of this Report hon. membf;_}‘sbwé etinn under the heag; t
eneral comments on the accuracy ©O ufg‘ g-  Hon, mem}, lng
%nd as follows :— Of the thirty heads for which voteg Crs will

: : : rang
sanctioned, the variations under seven we:e lg'?. tlﬁan One e[g ci:l:ls Were
under twelve between one and five per cent. the Imainjng y

°nt. a9
largest variations occurred urder grants Nos. 18, 19, 27, 29 ilea.dsy the
Then at page 7 of that Report we have got the heading under o4 310
conclusions relating to control over expenditure.” -

: & Chey

- : e r

members will find that out of a total savings of Rs.7.99 5{2 the hoﬁl

voted grants, Rs.6,12,846 were surrendered  which givés a ndey thé
> & Percey, 8
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of 773 on the total savings while in respect of the charged appropria-
tion there was a substantial surrender of Rs.2,35,642 as against the total
saving of Rs.2,76,499.” Then Sir, the year 1¢37-38 was a unique one in the
hJStor)_r of our budgeting. The new Reforms have been ushered in and the
financial arrangement with the Centre has been entirely dislocated. Then
the year began with a staternent of authorised expenditure for six months
by His Excellency the Governor and then the Ministry had to frame the
Budget for the next six months only. On account of these, an accurate
budgeting was not possible in that year. A few variations of a bigger
magnitude which have been noticed by the Comptroller in his Audit Report
should also be touched. The Comptroller has also furnished the explana-
tion of variations. The hon. members know that after about nine months
working on the Budget estimate as passed by the House a scrutiny is made
to find if the sum voted, will prove in excess of the J'e:ql,xircm(tn'tq of the
particular item or fall short. In ecither case the deficit is found or
surplus reduced by transfer from other items.

An approximate estimate is made and re-appropriation or surrenders are
the orders of the day since November onwards in the Finance I)(:partmcnt.
The fact that before four months of the ycar have elapsed substantial surs
renders are made clearly shows that our Finance Department hassa g00
control over the expenditure of the different departments.

I will now refer to the detailed criticisms of the few big items of yaria-
The first one I would like to notice is one mentioned at page 20,
where it is mentioned in paragraph 2 savings in the grant and ‘excess
over the ultimate appropriation occurred mainly in Sub-head D, the expen”
diture under which is difficult to estimate accurately.” This Sub-hea
refers to the commission to be paid to the mauzadars and nobody ¢anR
calculate beforehand what amount will be collected by the mauzadars
during the financial year, and therefore the amount of commission to D¢
paid to these people cannot be accurately budgeted. It has been explaine
in this volume that at one time revenue was coming in very slowly, and the
Finance Department thought that the money meant for payment of com”
mission to the mauzadars would not be required in full. Therefore, they
surrendered a part of it, but towards the latter part of the year, i.c., n
March, substantial revenue began to come in as the cultivators had
received good price for their crops and so re-appropriation had to be mad€
to make payments to thq mauzadars. I mention this fact simply to show
that it is next to impossible to calculate accurately the amount of com-
mission that shall have to be paid to the mauzadars.

The next item of note is as regards Excisc Department, and hon.
s will find it at page 23. There under the head Notes ** hon.
members V\{ﬂl find tha; ;tiarged savings in respect of original and ultimate
approprlatlonS Lee 1 * Per cent. and 1 per cent. respectively. hon.
members can very .Wf_’h question why a big amount was budgeted and why
very nearly one-sixth of the amount budgeted was not necessary. This
saving took place under the item ¢ cost price for opium.” The fact that the
sestriction scheme of the Government was very tightly enforced was respon-
sible for less :quirgtlty of opium to be imported, and ~therefore Government
did not rc_qwfz . 5 enn;e sum of money which was provided for cost price
of opium 1ssU€ rocllrn the Gazipur Opjum Factory. In this matter, far
from receiving con emnation, the then Government ought to be commended!
that their policy contributed to the decrease in the consumption of opium

in the provinces

tions.

member
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Next, I will draw the attention of the hon._ members to page 29 where
the forest Budget is reviewed. There the only item thqt_nccds consideration
is an item of Rs.23,298 which represents remissions of forest revenue during
the year 1937-38. I remember the facts but I nced_ not detail them. AJ]
these remissions were of bad debts of contractors previous to the year 1937-38.
The contractors failed to pay royalty,_and l:}x sort of collection occurred. In
this matter the budgeting was not at fault ; if any body was at fault it was
the administrator of the Forest Department previous to the year 19_37-38.

Now, there was big variation in the vol’cg sum- for the administration
of justice. Hon. members will find at page 49, where it is mentioned that
under the heads AA 3 to D controlled .by the Legal' I_{cmcmbrancer, the
charged expenditure exceeded the ongm;;ll .::plaft?prlathll as well as the
final appropriation by 207 per cent. ax?d by} 89 pex cent. ltg:spectlvely. This
increased expenditure was due to the PELEngD,. & the Advocate-
General on the floor of this House on a certain ‘memorable occasion,
That was an expenditure which was enu.rclfyRuggm escen at the time
of framing the Budget. Then the surrender o ; si 000 on certain heads
was the result of economic drive for which 10pe the hon. members

1 the necessity and justice. )
il f:gother big ite};n is n.(])ticcd in the Pﬂubl.lc _H_calth>th§pal‘tdm-ent which ig
mentioned at page 81 of the Report. ‘There 1t~ 1Is {n(;n 1oned in paragraph
2 under Notes that ¢ the charged cjxpendltu?e re a.tmb to”non—m_cclgded areas
fell short of the original appropriation by 46°8 per ?Cntf" : T}l}ls is a ver
heavy variation, but it is explained by the lsunp et} aCtl that whep the
I. M. S. Director of Public Health went on GIa)VE,I_ 1;-‘_1 ien Government
insisted that Dr. Paul, the Deputy Director ofl u_ ic lcéa th, shou.ld take
charge of the Department. Although ultimately ﬁ?‘ C?F bnot convince the
Government of India of the justice of the Clas_C, Stlh or 1_et_ €st part of the
year, Dr. Paul was in charge and that eXE ains t :a \;zrlla 1309 .between the
budgeted and the actual expenditure. Then mhpa gb }Ll)l 1t is Mmentioned.
<«There was a large saving of Rs.62,224 under t eDsu -head Bg’non-excluded
areas) controlled by the TLocal Self- Gove1~n{nent‘ efpartment, This 3
relates to the grant of the Government of Indlal or rural uplify
could not be spent by local bodies in time and -tlereé‘ore had " to
rendered. Here too there was no fault of bufdgletm_gl,l ut the money
not be spent in toto owing to the inability of the villagers to fulfil the

iti of the grant. )
dltlo'l%shen therge is another item of half a la.kg3 of Brutpt<31§:§ m}sntloned in the
Public Works Deparilment BUlClgtCt ?Nthi):?g ?tlis s‘tate:j1 atlsthse olr)t)tte *Penditype
i i i e same note, ) » at om
llfa?']asgr;;?ia‘l‘n ietdvxtgltbe seen from the explanations against these of the

. . items t
the savings were due mainly to delay in receipt of materials, delay jp hat
tion of land, postponemen

. B Gt
t of certain works and lesser pr ogress op quisi-
o« o s .
other works than anticipated.’

Certain

Next, I need refer only to two otht::r 4 tlter;lsemlezn;oned In  the re
One, under the head—* Misce_llaneoush. Ipalgn lad where 5 savi hort,
32'1,per cent. has been noticed. T t;fé uaraniige?d to  tell th ng of
represents the difference between e tgc; Cihe 5 Sum apg the Ouse,
demanded by the Railway, to be pxtension A laStern Benga) Ra: Sum
administration for the Tangla-Belsir1 ¢ . .88 amoypt h allWaY
paid on Account of better traffic carr ied by the Rallway. ad tq bs
" The last item that I need mention has been noted at Page 19
volume, where under the hea_d g I:.oanﬁ ond Advances by the Gov 3 of the
“has been stated : ¢ The saving 1n the grant was 23.5 Per cent, rntﬁent > it

The wiqge

Could
con-
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gap between the actuals and the grant was due to the fact that the antici
ated demands for loans did not materialise.”” This rt_:(,l()und's‘ to the ‘ crcdliE
of th_e then Government. Certain Municipal and Local B;nrds did' not
require some help and a higher sum was provided in the };ll(l ret to be
issued as agncultural loan, but the demands which was 1mi'c‘ii’ !1tcd b
Government di;l1 not materialise. Therefore this saving. ‘ o E
From all these variations and the biggest items that have > i
by the Comptrollgr I have touched very I%xf?ieﬂy I have I)ff(i)lll\t::\’i]r))(;CI:() r}gf’,ﬁiﬁ
a proper explanation to what has been advanced from the aucfitix%r dfﬁccr
Then, hon. merpbers may remember that our appr()priq%ions w.cre
derably by the total refusal of the Con:.missioncr's

disturbed very consl

establishment supplies and those for the temporary branch -~
e : pors anch of the Criminal

Investigation Department by the vote of this House. Although these items

were subsequently reintroduced in a modified form by His Exce
Governor, to a certain extent they represent a \Zxriatliirlt?éz(.ltl}cl:gcgudt}ﬁ
appropriation of the year. The fact that those items which we had rhgcn
pressed for inclusion 1n the Budget have now been included b our‘ critics
clearly shows that there was enough vindication for the attitud{. I took s
Sir, 1 hope, 1 bave proved sufficiently that the Budget as framed in the
unusual year 1.937-38 has not in any way deviated in aCCur'1(c ead, COTE
trol of expenditure from the ﬁn?ncial statement for the Pl’cvi‘o Yy o
trol of e e much pleasurc in_seconding the proposal of the - Hon'ble
the Finance Minister that the Reports be adopted. (App lau;e) (& o
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: My S ker, Sir
rebuked by the hon. Leader of the Opposition I‘-f: pea fcr, i
he purpose for which I have come forward with ﬁf‘t’ Ortion
and, secondly, for mnot explaining certain items in the A I8t e tion’
Accounts. I want to assure him that, if I did not explain th Ppr(;lpx ia 2
was not due tO the fact that I had any intention of casting an is}ii t -mgsévcr
Ner for tHe-administration- of the province for the year 1937.38 during
which period he was i charge of the same. It was due to two of the follow-

ing reasons :
i 11, as the hon. Leader of the Opposition would also bear m€

I have been
explaining t

/A

First of atl;
out, I had explalned all these matters fully at the time of introducing the
Budget. e
' Secondly, Sir, a2 L3¢3¢ facts are fully explained both in the Finance

ccounts an Appropriation ACC_Ounts, and therefore I thou i
f;ecessary for me to go 1nto dCFaIIS again and take the valuagll:,t t:fn ;v 2:;} trlllci):
House: T had however, decided that, if there was any criticism from
any section of this House, I would be prepared to meet such ecriticism
. fally if any 1nf(?rrpat10n was required. So, Sir I repeat once

o that it was ?elthe? with any motive nor with any intention%f casting

any reﬁection.?gamst h1m.. |

1 would like to mention herf: another fact. Objection was taken by

the hon-. Leader of the Opposition for not placing the Supplementary

Demand at the same time before both the Lower House and the Upper

‘House. would  1nvite his attention- to sections 78 and 81 where
T think the langualge' of this two sections is. identical. He will g
Sir: what o have done to-day is Dot only jp ‘keeping |

he had done in the previous year, that 1is; of presenting
ds mot at one time but at different times in the two x
Houses, but also in acg?rdance with the law. I am however thankful to him \

ou the trouble of explaining all these items fully through which

“agai

m
fort hon- ™€ p
e?l'?ilq;rsto od the purpose of this motjon,
s mmend my motion to the acceptance of the House.
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_ Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My hon’ble friend
just now said that he would explain any item that required explanation. I
have not understood one thing. At page 52 of the Finance Account, there
18 a sum of Rs.8 to the credit of house building advance. Waould he
please explain that ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: This. is an
item which is fully explained. Will he please refer to page 54 of the Finange
Account ? It does not require any further explanation. i i

With regard to which particular point does the hon. Leader of the
Opposition require an explanation ?

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA.: On the credit
side at page 52—Loans and Advances, there isan amount of Rs.8, What
is that sum ? I could not understand it, and the Hon’ble Minister
promised that he would give me his cxplanatio_n. At page 54 there is again
a mention of the same figure, but the explanation is not helpful.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: It is explained
there that the advances under this head were granted in pursuance
of a policy of financing certain unemployed youths. after their training in
Agriculture. The balance agrees with that shown in the broad sheect and
has been accepted as correct.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I think my hon.
friend has not understood my point, or it may be that my expression is
faulty and I have not been able to place my case. All these loans and
advances by Provincial Governments are shown: a.s-_Rs.3,7.1,685~ and. the tota]
on the debit side'is Rs.11,03,208, but on the credit side there is. this. sum
of Rs.8. I tried to find out what it represented, and I read paragraph. 68
of the report,. but I could not find out what it represented. '

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALL AHMED : This js tj
amount which was found on the credit side from the previous. years;. i

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Leader of the Opposition mu
be in a better pos.iticn to give an explanation of this item: which. relates. tq_sat
period during which he was in charge. (laughter). :

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I have not the
papers with me.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :  Asfar ag [ ¢qp
understand this amount was found outstanding on the credit side fropm, thie
previous years, and the hon. Iéeader (gf the Opposition should be ip; 5, bettep
position. to know what it was due to ! _

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If T get: the g,
L wiil be in a position to find out.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. Leader of the Op
thinks that it is necessary that this information .Shﬁmld b-e; ell’clted
for that purpose he wants:to handle the (ﬁl}zf_éhirt)hm the. Hon’ble

- - . .4 So .
will have no objection o bit {KHRUDDIN. ALI AHMED .

The Hon’ble o
already:aid, Sir this amount was found on. the: credit side

Positioy,
3 and if
Mlnistcr

what particular reason t i
shall be glad to let him;know later.

The Hon’ble the SPEAg?E*Rl; _ I find: I‘.hat ‘“tg “ﬁ‘?tions- b
put down with regard to this USIICSS. - Was- tin INg whett ten
motions were at all necessary-. The Govex_“nment .Of India Act Witer Such
reports of the......... Auditor-General of the Provinee...., rel‘atisai i, the

Account of a Province should be submitted to-the Governor of t‘h:gprto" the
ovi
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~who shall cause them to be laid before the Provincial Legislature ™ of

‘course, the House has the right to discuss results which are disclosed by the <
accounts and reports ; but 1 do not think that any formal motion for

“accepting the accounts and the reports is nccessary.  But as these motions

“ have been put down, I think I should allow these motions to be moved as |
merely formal motions, for even if the House rejects these motions such 3 2 ‘
rejection cannot affect at all the accounts and the reports.  However, I put ]‘

-the question. :

The question is:

: «« That the Appropriation Accounts, 1937-38 and Audit Report for
1938 together with the Finance Accounts, 1937-38 and the Audit Report

‘for 1938 be taken into consideration.”

3 The motion was adopted.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : [ beg to move
“that the Appropriation Accounts, 1937-33 and Audit Report  for 1938,
together with the Finance Accounts, 1937-38 and the Audit Report for

1938 be adopted.
' The motion was put and agreed to.

DEMANDS FOR GRANT'S
GRANT No.l6
(37.—Education—Other than European)

' The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLQI: On the recom”
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam I beg, Sir,
“to move that a sum not exceceding Rs.35,96,100 be g;‘antcd to defray
‘the . charges which will come in the course of Pay‘mcnt during the
year ending on the 31st March 1940, for the administration of the head -
véc 37 Education (other than European)”. |

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved : -
_ That a sum not qxceeding Rs.35,96,100 be granted to defray the
“ charges which will come 1n the course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1940 for the administration of the head ¢ 37.—Educa-
* tion (other than European) ”.
There are as many as 63 cut motions. ~ Will the hon. Leader of the
* Qpposition state whether all these motions are to_be moved?
: Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : We shall only
" move 10 motions, Sir. The first one is No.2.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There is a motion which stands in the
: name of the hon. member Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury * |
it is for the total refusal of the whole grant. If it is his intention to move
‘ this motion, he should be allowed to move it first as it is a motion for the€

~ refusal of the total grant.
i Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Yes,

Sir, I intend to move it.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: May I know from the hon. Leader
of the Opposition whether he will allow this motion to be moved ?
* Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : No, Sir, that
- motion will not be moved. ’ p
s Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move:
.~ That the provision of Rs.4,08,044 under Grant No.16, Major head— %

PR Rp—

7 - . .
7 37.—FEducation, Minor head—University Education—A.Government

Arts Colleges (total), at page 114 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.101, i.e.s
- the amount qf the whole grant of Rs.35,96,100 do stand reduced by Rs.101.
1 ; S_lr, the intention of the motion is to raise a discussion about the g
cstabhspment of a University in Assam. The problems of a University for i
Assam is as old as the Assam Legislature itself. Many legislators had
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wasted their eloquence on this subject on the floor of this House and
Government after Government had extended lip sympathy in the matter
and given hollow assurances, but.it is distressing and extremely dis-
appointing to find that notwithstanding the dawn of a new era and the
installation of a so-called popular Government in the year of grace of
1939 I have to table this cut motion for the failux:e o_f the Government to
evolve any scheme for a suitable type of University for this province,.
./ Without a University and without a High Court autonomy is not-
x\'v/orth the name and it is a misnomer to call this province an autonomous-
province. Sir, Imlch water ha_s rolled down the Brahmaputr_a river since.
the preparation of the Urfuversny Scheme drawn up at a considerable drain
of public exchequer by Mr. J. R. C}11111111g11§1m. In this connection I may
l4o be permittt‘d to refer to the quinquennial report regarding educational
matter of this province. I may r'efer to page 11 of the Report where it is
stated, © the demand for a University for Assam was loud.ly voiced in
the chislativc Council and in the }_\ssamese Press, and culminated in the
appointment of Mr. ]J. R. Cunningham, our late Director of Public-
Instruction, as special Officer to examine the possibilities and in the
ation of his Report. The examination of the Report and the action

to be taken on it is one of the most important pieces ‘of work facmg the new
Ministry >’ But, Sir, Government have donq nothing tal:lglbl(? so far to
further the scheme drawn up by Mr. Cunningham. It is said that the
finances stand 11 the way, but a Government which claims to be a popular
é‘ rnment and whose only concern is to better the lots of the people
oov‘:;ned by them must find out ways and means if they will for it, but
o here there is 2 real lack of sincerity all matters will drift for ever. :
My object in moving this motion is to censure this policy of drift on

the part of the Government. Let the Goveg‘nment abandc_)n this policy and
show their sincerity by action. Mere promises cannot satisfy the people of
the age which 1s galled a dCI’IlOCrfltIC age. With the addition of revenue
as a result of half a dozen taxation measures, I }}ope,_the Government will
i ve no difficulty in evolving and piloting the University scheme ag carl
- ossible and as an optimist let me hope that the Government wil] no};
a?ve me an occasion in the next Budget Session to censure them again on

public

i unt. : . <t e
o CSoir so far my knowledge goes, the outgoing Education Minister took
bl

up the matter in right earnest and he also drew up a scheme keepin
sgictly in mind the financial position of the province. But since the

) o 3 oe of the department, I do
; tion Minister took charge ol th 3o not k
présent Educa casion or the opportunity to handle those files, P

whether he had the oc T am,
sure if he simply cares to look to the whole file he may get those Scheme.
which were already given hands to. . .

Sir, during this gcssion, I put several Iquelst)lonsutrefa;gxlg the Sstabligh.
ment of a University in the province an‘d 1 aes daps ni g hQuestlons very
recently—so far as I remember two OF thre yS ago—whether Goverr,.

: iversity with the existing staff
ment proposed to start a teaching Universl Staff of
the coIl)leglcs in the province and the reply I got from the Honp)e Ed oth

. . He said
Minister was very unsatisfactory and cold that such o

to him seemed to be useless. .
The Hon’ble Svijut GOPINATH BARDOLOQJ : Not

s i = useless byt
nancially impossible. ; .

MauZlavipABDUR RAHMAN : I*l} t111le . POl‘tlor} of the repl
seemed to have said useless, but I regretiully say that thijs i a vy > he

- - t Committee ought to have takep €Iy Vita]
point which the Retrenchmen s : CN INto copat g 2
tion. What proposal I put, I put it with sincerity and with g farorlémd]:'ra‘

Femitac ing
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motive and if my proposal of establishing a teaching University in the
province is accepted, this will save a lot of money to the Government. As

om-

if the Retrenchment
could have come to2
a big pl‘Oblcm

for the financial implication of the proposal,
mittee had cared to look into this question they

solufion. If we are to establish a residential University it is 1
for us, but to establish only a teaching University I do not think we sha
require a big amount. So, 1 would again urge upon the Government 10

Jook into the question and see whether it would be possible to deprovincla-
lise both the colleges and to start a University of teaching and examinalion
without further expenditure.

Again, Sir, there is a very serious point before us which this Government
may have to handle with great concern. present days are autonomous _(.13_}’5
and if the Calcutta University refuse to entertain us and give us the facilities
which they have been so long giving and if they charge us with heavy amount
of contribution then would we not be in a very difficult position ? Before my
proposal is given effect to, of course some sort of legislation will be requir€
but this is not a difficult task. The prelimincries have alscady been done
by Mr. Cunningham and this province has to incur a certain amount OB
this zccount. ‘With these words, I commend my motion for the acceptance
of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :

« That the provision of Rs.4,08,044 under Grant No.16, Major head—
37.—Education, Minor head—University Education—A.—Government ATts
Colleges (total) at page 114 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.101, i.¢, the
amount of the whole of Rs.35,96,100 do stand reduced by Rs.101 .

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : Before other dis®
cussions are taken up, may I enquire of the hon. member what is the
idea about this teaching unmiversity ? Will he be pleased to explain that
in greater detail than he has introduced ?

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: By a tcaching University I mean that
it should be simply for the purpose of teaching and examination and not©
a residential nature. Perhaps my hon. friend is more enlightened regarding

this matter.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: He wants more details about this
teaching University.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: What I mean is that by establishing
such a University we can take up the teaching of the boys of the pr.ovince
and hold examination. This is a serious problem because the existing
staff which both the colleges are now maintaining can be sufficient for
starting such a University.

~ Maulavi MUBKAMMAD MAQ BUL EUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : SiT,
1 rise to support this motion. On a previous occasion this subject
was discussed threadbare amnd the then Education Minister, MaulaVv?
Munawwarzﬂ-i, gave us such assurances that the proposal for establish-
ing a University in the province of Assam would receive his best
attention. I am surprised now to learn from the Hon’ble Premier to-day
hat it is financially impossible.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I am not telling
that. A proposal which was submitted before the House in the shape of
question by the hon. member Maulavi Abdur Rahman to the effect
that the two colleges should be shifted to a third place, that there
should be a new building and things of that sort, and that teaching
should be organised there—that proposal appeared to me to be imposible
of fulfilment in the present financial condition. ‘

e e, [

i

B
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY -
However, the reply of the Hon’ble Premier is not encouraging at all.
The present Cabinet has come forward with so many taxation Bills that
we have been told that we are to pay up to the .extent of Rs.32
lakhs in the shape of taxes in a year. In the Statement of Objects
and Reasons to some Bil_ls, I learnt that rl_le_y are going to rob
Peter to pay Paul. They are going to work out prohibition programme in
some subdivisions and they are going to spread education In some other
places at the expense of the cultxva_tors._ But they are quite unmindful
to the question of establishing a University in this province. Sir, last time
the allegation was made that the Surma Valley members were against
this proposal. I mysclf, as well as, Dewan Ahbab Chaudhuri inform-
ed the House that the people of.Sur'rna Valley were not opposed
to the establishment of a University in Assam. What the Surma
Valley people wanted was that the University should be located at
Shillong which is a Central place in the province and can cover both the
Valleys as both the Valleys are connected by road. The Hon’ble Premier
could. very easily give us an encouraging reply by saying that a part of
the money they will get from the proposed taxes, would be set apart
for the establishment of a University in this province. _Itlsr‘mt unknown
to those who send their wards to distant places wha.t difficulties they have
to undergo. We have to send our wards to places like Dacca, Calcutta,
Allahabad and such other places. Thesc? dlf_ﬁcultles could b:: very easily
removed by the establishment of f.'he University. If the Hon b_lc Premier
who is holding charge of Education can kindly give his attention to thig
matter the question will be solved very easily. Mr.‘(Tlunmnghar.n, the
Special Officer, engaged to make a survey of the problem has given
definite idea how a University can be established. If those Suggestions
and recommendations will be utilised, I have no doubt that the financia]
guestion can be solved very casily.

With these few words, I beg to support my motion.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T quite
feel that my hon. friend the mover of the motion Maulavi Abdur Rahmap
has been inspired with a noble ideal, which my Assamese friends are
f:erjshing for a very long time since that Assam should have a Univcrs'ity_
(I:f it is not only a question of sentiment or a matter of whim that an
autonomous province like Assam should haw_: a University, I shou) d
say that the necessity is there. A pertinent question has ]_accn asked by the
Hon’ble Premier as to what he the mover of the moUonl meant Ty the
words “ teaching University.” If he has got to be explaineq I would
refer to him Universities like Qalcut.ta, Madra}s, %gq_a, ‘thef PUnJab ang
Bombay. If I have got to tell him the rcmdcntlzﬁ ! Enaer&tles, he Thag to
travel as far back as Aligarh, Dacca, Lucknow, AS'a 1abad, B_t:narcs, Delhy;
and thre Osmania University of Hyderabad.‘Now, 11{), reS_Identlal_ Universitie;
would mean that all the students of the Umversx}fy arring the day scholas
should live in one particular place 1in Orfi’lﬂ' f’i’ aﬁ' they might breeq in .
educational atmosphere. To explain it cslt} Llllrt er I shoulq say that ;;-]n
Professors, the Teachers, the Wardens, an _‘Ofl the matter of that the resear ﬁ
scholars ought to be left together along W'th 1 € students, They shoy] a g
in such an atmosphere as to be of constant help from each Other. \p d e
Universities is said to be aﬁo?glalﬁsrzﬁgn 301‘1 t;OOks. Books are fhe(r)ei‘rn

2 the Prolesso d scholars woy] or
ready references and d be handy L
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they
5 would g ’
idea of a rcsidt):c .alwa);&" available for reference and guidance. The
bétter ‘for mor-m]al University in Assam, if finances permit, would be
from us alon w?_};'c_ason than' one. Becausce that would also take away
Especially Oie I{I importing of education the question of valley jealousy.
another at Cot niversity at the .\'Iuriwnch:mrl College at  Sylhet and
VEISF S5 7H ton College at Gauhati would satisfy hoth the Surma
placing of the Assam Valley. It was suggested sometime ago that
Coll g of a tin plate one at Cotton College and another at M vrict d
O. €ge would give T ot . s at Murarichan
. ) give usa Murarichand University at Sylhet ¢ " C
Uriversit 2 . C Jniversity at Sylhet and a Cotton
y at Gauhati. The question in that direction is ; :

appears. F 7 : e 3 n is not so casy as it

| . or it would require a good amount tc hawv

residential Uni A a good armo y have a full fledged
frasn n1versity. Books, messive residential sites for Professors and
g.. pils, and h!gh}y qualified research scholars would be ,.L,'. ;lircd
mances for this is difficult to ckc out. But Universiti S:q of &
teaching nature like the Calcutta University of cour i c't

i ; . g 5 S b ourse 18 1K ver
difficult. Financially itis cven possible now to have a teaching lUnivcr)i
sity with control of examinations in the different colleges. Even in the
present state of finance, with a little careful handling of the different
resources and th.c educational facilities of Assam, I think we are o8
p}(l)sxtlon to establish a University of a teaching naturc in Assam With
these few words, I support the motion of my hon. friend Maulavi Abdur

Rahman.
Adjournment

. The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p. m.
After lunch

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: I |
: : . do not like to
speak for a long time on this matter because the subject has been a much
debated one. he phantom of a U.mycruty in Assam has bpen hunting
our imagination for a long time, but 1t 18 a_m_attc_r to be extremecly regretted
that it has not reached a stage of materialisation so far. Ag Zhe géubject
has been discuss€ ad nauseam, 1 think it is better for us now to have
some action in the r}’latter: The need of a University has IODg been Ieco-
gnised. I +hink, this motion has been tabled by my hon. friend only with
2 view to give an opportunity to the Ministry to explain what ig theiZ‘ ool
A Y tade towards this matter. My predecessor Maulavi Amjad Al has dis
cussed about the type of the University, but, I think, it is net pecessaty
for us to discuss as to what type of the [J.niversn):' we want because that is @
matter which is not for the members to decide, but it is essentially a matter for
the Government t© decide and the Government should come t¢ 5 decision as
to what typP¢ of university is suitable for Assam by seeking the adyice of some
educational experts. 1In _thls connection, I am reminded of a5 tnquiry
made by Mr- J- R. Cunningham. I do not know whether the oo 0
that inquiry bas been shelved or it has been disapproved by the Govern-
ment. Whatever that may be, Sir, I think, the time ha_s now come for us
to decide first olf; all - as Ito wha}t type of Upwcrmty is actually - Sitahle
for a place like. £ stsam. 51 coming to a decision, Government will be wel
advised to take 1nto consideration the criticisms, that have been made from
. e in this House regarding the revenuc of the Univergit et
ould take the adv_lcf: of educational experts. It does }rll.ot natter

they take the advice of one expert or FOTE: ; ;
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Next question will be to fraxpc the estimate of cc?_sctis\ th}at will b.c involved
in the project. Then the question will be to provide the required fund.
As regards finances, I don’t think, the matter represents any difficult at
all. .LHI“th.i‘hk, the hon. members remember the men}norzi.blc Speech of my
leader Sir. Md. Saadulla which he made ldllll”}xlg :ile- z?.st Budget Session
about the feasibility of a Um\:crsuy thh.t llc 11*:1r1tc : xestlaurce's of Assam,
In that speech the members 'w111 remember tf}Chalstlj}n}'nt‘ that ‘.\'as advanced
by him that the major portion of the cost 0 t rc 1 m:cxmtydm?y be met b
the receipts of the University, .., examination ‘_ctcj, bc c_Ehaxl also. from .the
contribution that is being made to the University by e .G‘.ovcrnment of
\AO m. So I say that the question of finance need not -€Xercise oyr minds
Sossr‘";)u'ch. I can refer the hon. members to rl)agc Slé){ithc iufc}gct Speech of the
Hon’ble Finance Minister whcr<_: he sa}d ;vouf : epar : rom thjs old T
tice and convention however painful 1tf_rr}~a~yt )cd ,?! _Sometime to banish this
method and follow the procedure of first hg crmining the eXpenditype
l" his to be incurred and . then dcvxsmg?T the means of lncreasing th
:VC\]/](:(;lue to cover it up.” Soif we. have g lgea’tofht'hi E'mmz?lll expenditure
: i ved in the project, I don InX 1t will be di
thflt hWIHI{l())(I:"l,i)l;evoi_“iﬂallce Minister to find finance for the Project ip v‘ilcllt
for ht e inion expressed by him in his speech. Now what We want i thw
'Oft ((:‘,: < ment should take a decisive step in this Important Mmatter, at
th_e ovcbrn satisfied with vague assurances_hke .that given at Page 9
will not be ch of the Hon’ble Finance Minister in which he says as fq
P"ﬁugecili%:fions of a University or Universities for this Province, for
ing the whole secondary system with 2 yiew tg dglvi‘lt & more practical
d morally wholesome basis and of the sprea SO Phimary o Ucat
an however, engaging their earnest attention. uch  vagy e on,
are, " Onot hélp us in any way. I want a definite assurance Urance
-z;vggernmcnt as to what decisive steps they are going to take ip this nxnn the
i se fe ds, Sir, I support the motion. atter,
With these few words, 5 sup P ker i
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : I. Speaker, Sir R8a s
! a few words in support of this motion. S_n, 1n this House a reso] }ke
to say d abcut the establishment of a University in Assam. S olut;
“was paSS(i?1 e heard from different speakers the urgent neceSsity of s rnapy a
time we hav ovince. It is really very sad on the part of the in'a Unlver-
sity in this r}igt taken this matter in the rigl?t earnest. Sir, the irl18itry thay
they haVE,S Province self-supporting, and in these »daysv of autong sty are
_making t'd} for an Advocate-General only to make’this Province , 1
_are provi mgBut I fail to understand why an important Matte, I?Etono_
%ﬁ?feggfir was not taken up by them ﬁmti’ Edusstion sl ke the
ir, the Hon’ble Minister in charge o lea tion asked the hon,_ Bl
Sir, t :plain what did he mean by the words teachlng Uoilovey of
the motion to exp learn from the Hon’ble Minister that he do nlversit 2
It is really painful to University. So, what can we expect frorsS Dot o Y -
the system of teaching Univ 1 U i sity is ? - Sj som g M;j ov
¥  know what a teaching University is ? - Sir, o/ are i e Miste
Whék does nat hn members of his group, in this matter, g far o Gfficy)oF
In satisfying the m University'is established the maip as | ung
stand. “Ifa teaching hould be located. His party membp Questlon er.
the Ministry where 1t sho t probably pressing him ¢, °TS, whe ar efoPe
the Surma Valley, are mOSVplle are pressing to haye ; have 5y at Se "Om
and others from the Ass alnf y th}; Hon’ble Ministey 50 2t Gauhay; SYlhet
has become very difficult for hink €r 1n Charge g Y
. stter and Canﬂo.t think at Present of to
E"hat o d:})l e E}S]}?esmoi‘ the House.  Sir, T would like to Oa_ny Unjy, Clde
' I—?c?r?glge an‘i,:ter that ¢ where there is a will thepe 18 a v o " thy
e e

. & Va ‘))
“wants to establish a University he must take up the Matter in right really
ery lucidly ks ;?trneSt_

th,

IIOWS

My hon. friend Maulavi Amjad Ali has spokep v
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system of university, and I say, Sir, that for Assam at least a teachin
University can be had_ Wl'.thout incurring much l:,\'r){'x](]it_‘ljrc ‘f-l‘()l‘l‘l th%
Government coffers. I will just refer the Hon’ble Minister in charge toa
statement Publxs‘hcd by the Hon. Leader of the Opposition, Sir Muhammad
Saadulla, 1n‘1?36. He explained very fully that a teaching University,
i. e. an examining university can be run by the Government wi?hout incur-
h expenditure. Sir, the fees that arc realised from the students of
ho go to !:he Calcutta University will cover the expenditure.
pos§1ble in 1936 when the number of students wérIc) less why
should it not be.posmbl_c now when the number of students have increased by
double and are Increasing daily. T hope that the Hon’ble Min'ster will take
up the matter seriously and try to establish a University ve —
With these few words, I support the motion. i ’
Mau?lavi SYED ABDUR ROUF : Excuse me, Sir, if I do not sec eye
with the hon. members who have spoken before me. All of them
think that a University is so very necessary for Assam, but I for one do
not understand how at the present moment a university is at all necessary
for the province, asit stands to-day (Hear, hear). Si!’,‘ it is well-known to
the House that the Congressis pledgel to drive away Surma Valley from
Assam, because thatlsa Bengali-speaking valley. If that is the position
then a University for Assam—if it means anything—

of the Congress, :
must mean 2 University for the Assam Valley. Until and unless that

uestion 1S sa.tis'factorily and finally solved, we cannot rai : :
about the establishment of a University in Assam. Sir, if tS}?c éﬁirg:?;zslll‘;;
has really got to go away from Assam then it will be only necessary that
the University should be established at Gauhati or somewhere near that
place. Otherwise if the University is placed on the height of this Hill
the result will be that the poor people of the province will find it next
to i‘mpossibility to send up their children here. Therefore, Sir, the question
N ioh should be demdqi first is whether the Bengali-speaicin gl
the Province sh_Lould_ be.dr.lven away from Assam OT not. g
Then, again; Sir, itis alsq known to_the House that the Congress
SPIY] everything from economical standpoint. I proceed to show how
WS 1I' be a blunder to establish a University in Assam.

. it wi
sconomipally 8150, 1 : Sk
% ve already said, the University can only be established at

Séir,u}?zti:[ f:d if thatis given out or admitted by the Trea Benches
thzé r.esu’lt will be thatmy friends of the B?ngali-speaking asrl::?; vsl'?g aré
sitting behind thc.TreasuI'Y Benches, will like to walk over to this side
of e HIuS It is also known that the value of the Treasury Benches
2 certainly greates than that of a University. Therefore, Sir, economically
too it is ot possxblc. . | '

with thesd few words, I beg to retire. .

Mr. JOB'A NG D. MARAK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, Sir Saadulla has
o o it hete, would' be a big surplus of Rs.50,000 if we
establish University in Assam. What we have heard up till now is only
a repetition of the speeches delivered in the last Budget Session. But I
bk S5 ?_vaer;lty,ls necessary and we should have one provided there
e et 'avte not passed the taxation Bills Up to now, and we do
T yet u'ph Ol‘cllmw.h'oW much money will be available for the
PUTRSSE, bl e iie e aodih the Bill 2 passed. _

- The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI:  Sir, I was listening
e Shi attfntlon _tOhth¢ debate that has been raised over this cut
e andb thmtl:')srt' . ?ink the hon. members who have made their

o and against the establishment of a, Univcrsity' it

stions.
sugges ¢ 1st confess thap, £ -
E mui v at, from, what I have heard, I have not been

Assare

ring muc
Assam W
Sir, when 1t was

to eye
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enlightened to the extent that I liked to be enlightened over this very
important subject. The criticism that has been levelled against the
Government is that Government is undertaking no scheme. When it was
a cut motion for discussion I very much wished that some details of the
scheme should also have been brought before the notice of this House,
so that Government might have been in a position to know the exact
attitude of the Opposition in reference to this problem.

Sir, I have been accused of doing some wrong for having asked
my friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman what his idea (_)f a teaching univer=
sity is. In that my friend Maulavi Muhammad Am_}ad Ali was pleased
to refer to Calcutta University as one of the teaching universities. As
far as my information goes, the Calcutta University is a teaching University
in so far as post-graduate teaching only is concerned. In respect of pre-
graduate courses, il is the colleges which conduct the teaching. Colleges
are run under certain standards which are set up by the University. Now,
if we have to adopt a university of the kind of the Calcutta University,
I would ask my friends over there to know the implications of such a
university. I am sure it is not lfnown to the hon. members that for the
post-graduate classes both in science and arts, the Calcutta University
spends nearly 10 lakhs of rupees alone every year. And whatis the
idea of our university ? Is it the conversion of the colleges into private
colleges under that university ? Should not our courses of study oo
bevond the stage of graduation to which it 1s _conhned to-day ? Do rrbly
ds over there think that, when the university course of education i
ed, we should not find amongst our graruates even equals to M.A
holders of the Calcutta University, and will such g universit -b.
really desirable ?  Establishment of a university visualized by the yhoxe
Maulavi Amjad Ali, would mean nothing else than curtailine hl.

ossibilities of further study and confining ourselves to our present oo the
Personally, I do not appreciate a university whi.ch should limit th’e cout‘lsl(fesf.‘
study to our present B: A. standard. Therefore, if the. university is to functioo
as a teaching unwersity, the expenses that would involve would surely bn
much more .tl.lan the rosy picture presented before us by the membere
of the Opposition. Therefore, Sir, if we want to have a teaching uniVersitS
the financial implication will be really very great. ¥

Then, Sir, along with that, another point has been raised by the he
Maulavi Abdur Rahman. If according to his proposal two colleges are ;l
be brought together to a third place, and we take into account the st OOE‘
buildings and ezuipments, etc., we must ceas¢ to think of a university,

I might also mention that the fees that are paid as eXamination f
to the university—and the very little contribution that we make Sther ees
do not come to much. I am sure the whole expenditure by the PI"O'vinWlse’
on those two heads would not come to more than a lac. I myself COH(\_C?\
some figures in 1937. 1 think that figure must have swollen 4 lpl.ed
just mow. It was then over 66 thousand rupees in examinatio s ittle
has now probably come up to Rs.80 thousa'nd. As T said, i ca s. It
more than a lac in all. Thus we have to decide very seriously nnot he
finances before we decide on having a umversity. 7 about oyp
ﬁ Regarding the question of having 8 university as g whole,
Government do think that th¢r€_> 18 BeECessity for.a Univers;jt
take some time to work out details, and although it has not
for Government to examine these details with any degree of
at present, Government really proposcs to do it in the near futyre, 0y just

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : In the Cunningh,
details are to be found,

frien
complet
Degree

he Present
Yoo It wip

a
am  scheme all these
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The Horn’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes, Sie. The
scheme that has been proposed in the Cunningham Report will also be
considered when Government takes up the question of a university. It
will not be proper for me to criticise that scheme just at present an
I do not want to take up the time of the House by any such criticisms
But I must say, that what is envisaged there is a university which will be
more or less an affiliating and examining university. As is well-known,
this question of what university should be is really a very complicated
one. It has become particularly complicated on account of the two
colleges being situated in the two sides of the province.  All these have
to be considered before any final decision can be taken. T definitely feel
that it may be possible, at any rate before the next Budget Session, to: be
coming before the House with some kind of scheme in this connection:
In this connection I desire also to make one observation in reference to what
the hon. Mr. Abdur Rouf has said. The point that I bave been able to get:
from him is that the interests of the people of the villages require mor¢
careful consideration than the establishment of a university. And this 18
the view of the Congress also ; and that is the reason why, although we gave
no time to think of a university we immediately thought of education among;
the poorer peoplein the villages before we took up the question of a univer”
sity. With that point of view, we have already provided some money, ai
we have already made some schemes for primary and other education of the :
tribal, hills and other backward communities immediately......... : !

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : What about the transfer of Sylhet or N
the Surma Valley to Bengal ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: That will take som®
time, and we cannot wait for a university till that time. We must have
something in the meantime. But what I was saying is that the main point
raised by the hon. Mr. Abdur Rouf was that of primary education of the
poorer people which should have greater claim on attention of Government

than university education. i
So, in view of what I have said I would request the hon. member tO

withdraw his motion.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :
¢« That the provision of Rs.4,08,044 under Grant No.16, Major--hcadf
—-37.—Education, Minor head—University Education—A+— :
Government Arts Colleges (total), at page 114 of the Budgeb i
be reduced by Rs.101, :. e., the amout of the whole grant©

———y

T ot

Rs.35,96,100 do stand reduced by Rs.101.” ‘;\

The motion was negatived.” v \
Sir, I beg to move-— i
¢« That the provision of Rs.89,373 under Grant No. 16, Major head—
37-’_‘Educat10n,‘ Mlnor hCad__,E._é_GovernmEnt Secondary :. f
Schools‘;(b)h—-Secondary Schools for Girls (total), at page b

1}{,8 of}‘ltle Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i. ¢.,. the amount of 3

bt s f(_)e grant of Rs.35,96,100 do stand reduced. by Rs.100.” R

Thg.objpct of my moving the motion is to criticise Go t .

idi vernmen 1y

for not providing funds to. raise the Hailakandi Town Girls ~

School. glish School to. a, full-fledged Girls’ High English ‘

: S;T, at I;f‘?l]?lkandi there iS no Gir]ssHigh English SChOOl; . the \
ll:lte? mng g] ’Sh‘afle 11}(1) SC?PG fpr higher English education. Sir, the neces~ N
sity for a girls’ high school is being keenly felt there by the people: for a: long R

time, Sir, the only girls’ school, the Town Girls’ Middle Viernacular Scheol

1
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wasraised by the Town Committeee to the status of a Middle English
School a few years back, but due to the paucitv of funds the Town Com-
mittee cannot manage ‘to raise it to the High School standard. Sir, the
demand for higher English education for girls was so keen that some guar-
dians had to approach the Government to allow their girls to read in the
Boys’ High School, and, Sil:, t-he ‘previous Gover_nment under much pressure,
were obliged to grant permission to some guardians to send their girls to
the Boys’ School on condition that separate seats were allotted for these girls,
but except 3 or 4 guardians others did not like to send their girls to the Boys’
School, and I know that at the present moment only _3 or 4 girls are reading
in the Boys’ School. So th.e education of the other girls has come to a close,
I think that is a very unsatisfactory state of things, and Government should
éither take up this Girls’ Middle English Sc'hool themselves and raise it to
the standard of 2 high school or place sufficient funds at the disposal of the
Hailakandi Town Committee for the purpose. Sir, I l_cnow that many times
the Tnspector of Schools, and .the Du-f:c.tor of Public Instruction at their
visits have admitted the necessity of raising the school to the High School
standard, and T think.l.ccommended to t'hat effect. So, I hOpt; that in view
of their recommendation Government will at once agree to raise that school
to the High School standard. .
With these few words, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the
Hou;?i:e Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :
¢ That the provision of Rs. 89,373 under Grant No. 16, Major head
—37.—Education, Minor head—E.—Government Seconday
Schools— (6).—Secondary schools for Girls (total), at page 113
of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.¢., the amount of the
whole grant of Rs.35,96,100 do stand ?educed by Rs.100
Miss MAVIS DUNN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, itis very undesirable

¢ : < to
cut down even a single rupee from the grant to educaﬁmé, €Specially for
girls’ education as it is necessary that Government shou © their utmegt

to help the various girls’ institutions in the province, but as cut motiong ar
the beEt means of dr%awing the attention of Government to our needs, havg
no alternative but to support this motion. o)

In the Quinq—uenmizf Report for 1932-1937, the Dlregit(()ir (f)‘f Public Ty,
truction says—‘‘ Additional grants ar€ urgently needed for girly’ high
schools of which there should be one in every Subdivision, Wh}}e In  {he
larger towns there is already demand for more tha:n ong SCh°°1, . ir, it
is very sad to hear from Mr. Chakravarty that there is not a single gil"ls"
High School in the Hailakandi subdivision, and that the girls in  that tow
have either o stop their high school studies, or in the altt?r_nau:ve to reaq A
the Boys’ High School and I understand that co-educating  is Unpopy] .
In view of the fact that so little is done by Golzrern{pelnt for Girlg’ Eq et
ation, I hope, Sir, that this Government will take a little more interest b
Hailakandi Girls® Middle English School and xaiseit to the stanqayq’ 10
High School. : .

g Bab}:xoo}RAg}CI}i‘eﬁgI% ANATH A])_ITYA : 1\1/{r. Speake{r, Sir it s
admitted Fact that educational institutions generaly owe their ¢ g,in 1S an
donations of the liberal-minded public. I can cite the instance of th to the
High School at Karimganj. There the school was started Wwith the Girly
tions from rich and charitably d.1sposed family of the SubdiViSion. o “Ona.
there are other private colleges 11 the Surma Valley as e w .lmllarly
their existence to large donations from the gentlemen, interested .\ Oowe
cause of education. Brindaban College, Guruch_aran College n the
the Murarichand College, Sylhethare somfc; (;f the lllustrations on ?nd Svey
So, if there is any earnestness on the part of the local People of Haii Poing

akang;
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lhey
ey should move i
If th ! ove 1n the matter and give t: - P
ere is re; , ) tter and give tangible proof of their earnes
ally any need for any Girls’ High lﬁ«:i.m.] \:j]:zci,‘li“(ds(;nisosi

deny .

certa it is ,

f'orwa’rd w;'ll’l]:']}y-ll ;b up to the local Zemindars and rich
Jandsome contribution and then ask Government to do

people to come
their

dut ’
y. If they fail in thei
! ey fz eir / they c: ;
thlng Fi 1 (,l“(} ”,g\} cannot expect Government to do every-
Mauiavi ABDU
R RAHMAN : [ may inform the hon. member that

the lo :
cal Mirasd: e .
asdars will come forward with their contributions if G

overnment

takesrl}ﬁ) the project.
. .s
e Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: 1 wished I had

heard h i
on. Miss Mavis Du :

L s unn on this subjec v s 1 :
well presume that she is taking up :;S ooy ‘i)'[ ]L’ll : ‘ifill(‘:umn,
S P 5 o S0 [ 1 cause of the sexX she represern
& o far as the Hailakandi girls’ schools is concerne 1.1 Sprosenss
i ?not really brought to my particula “noti R on. membas by
1ttle mone . e Y e 1lar notice.

ney we have been able to provide for secondary

but I can

that this

Hon. members know what
education—a sum

of Rs. 20,000 2
fund that’Oi(S"sztfocfutg]jir;’)}:;:z]:l: :)t the Province ! Within the limitation of the
p . 1 80! ol o % hi v Tt o o e
into consideration. That is all 1 chn ;}:1,;,‘;it()[[)rt(‘.l‘::.l,?g’ the casc of this school
B IRE HAN k%
su_ran(;b;vclz I;RY l:IlflszﬁoSbIc 7\1/1)1}:A[ CETA:KRAVARTI: With_the as-
withdraw my motion. Minister, Sir, I beg leave of the House to
The motion was, by leave of the I’ :
Mzr. C. GOLD ¢ of the 'ouse, withdrawn.»
r. C OLDSMITH : Sir, I beg to move that the provision of

Rs.3

head—F.—

,05,900

der G :
under srant N0.16, 1\’{3._]01‘ head—37—Education Minor

Direct grants t ;
g o non-Government Secondary Schools (total), at
i 3

page 118 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.1, i.e., the amount of tl ol
’ € of the whole

grant O

f Rs.35,96,100 do stand redu

: 2 : ced by Re.l.

SigHlanvelgrven It iy notethal the. objece of moving this motion is to
i

bring to the notice of Governm
ent the long-felt gri
g-felt grievances of .
certain back-

ward com
clear, there
not giving
difficulties of

tion below are in
backward people and do something for their education.. * The

munities for not getting ! i
: grants for Middle Engli i
fore, that I do not like to censure Governmenlt]%)l;sgr‘ts'd’]oogl. I'f:'ls
iticise them for

gr.

ants to these schools. T
; . o some extent we reali :
: e
Govgré’lgm;r;ttm the past, but these schools wh?(l;llfcj[thﬁ f}lnanmal
sp ¢ need of help now. I think, Governmse:t s}igirll-

look to the o
schools that I will mention are amongst i
ATE : gst various backward races living i
of-the-way places far from district and subdivisional headqifxcrie]:;vmg erdi
s—some on

the borders O
English school.
There are s

selves from

now
succ

Nor

Kamrdp,
gibsagal

need h

{ hills and some miles and miles away from any High or Middle

ix such schools which
: 25 were started by th
(t;x; lgfové{gvzggggﬁéugg t?lnd donation to start Sjﬁ}? C%I:llf 31}?1?1;
There is one Mi at they may be run 2 2
¢ Middle English school at Harisiﬁgilletergzlr};or?gns%

essfully- :
Cin M 1dai subdivisi
Kacharis in Manga ivision, one is at .
~ st Santals, anot : is at Haraputa for girls i
G her at Tolajhar amongst. Boros, the Foarth i

th amo

Thes€

Middle En lish :
i g school in Goalpara South Bank at the foot of the

amongst Garos, th ;
¢ fifth is Gohalkona Middle English school
3

amongst Garos and  } 5
3 Ne sixth 1 .

tering mostl 1X is the Paul M :
ca 2 y for the ex-garden labour co i Ifirgl;)nal school in

are all amongst vari
ous backward communities and so they should

or their helpless
P ness and encoura’,gcd in their efforts.

be Pitied i 1
- primary educat
D lon these people do not know where to go. They

fnd it di
¢ toget
d pay ¢

gC
an

Aft

ficult to go to towns wh
her and contribut ere schooling_is expensive.
€ money regularly for school bui]d’il;l}éer:;?lri(;r;}éi};

{ teachers. But, Sj
» Sir, we all know that with such help a Middlg
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English school cannot be run efficiently and successfully. In spite of inade-
quate funds they are doing excellent work. The reason is that they are
very eager for eduction and have sacrificing spirit.  There are Government
schools which are sufficiently helped and which are fully equipped. Pay of
the teachers there is high and naturally they can have efficient work. But, in
some schools even run by Government, the work is not as efficient as it should
be. But I can assure the hon. members that those schools among the back-
ward communities, though they do not get any grant from the Government,
are doing excellent work. Sois it not incumbent on Government, when
these people started the schools by themselves, to come forward to help
them ? 95 per cent. of the students of those schools will stop their education
after Middle English School standard. They do not aspire to go to the High
School and the College. So when this is their life’s aspiration to finish the
Middle English school, should not Government come forward to help them ?
If it is the policy of Government to help those wh? help themselves, T think
these are the people who ought to get Government’s first aid. OFf (he back-
ward races in the plains, the Kacharis and the Ga}‘os have tl}e keenest interest
in and desire for education. Almost all these Middle English schools I have
mentioned have hostels attached to them and we all know how expensive it
is to run a hostel. Therefore they are more 1n need of help. Government
cannot for long be deaf towards the incessant demands fo_r grant for these
schools. Will Government therefore be pleased to enquire whether these
schools really merit any help and if so, may I know from the Hon’ple
Education Minister whether he will consider their case when distribution of
funds amongst the backward people of Assam which are being put in the
Budget is made ? 1 :

I agree with the Hon’ble Premier when he_rpentmned Just a while ago
that university education is not the desire or vision of the mass people, T
is only the primary and Middle English education whlc}} they desire ang to
meet that reasonable wish I request the Hon’ble Premier to have specia)
consideration for these schools which are just trying to helP_ themselves and
have contributed their utmost towards the education which Governmeny
should have taken up. .

The Hon’ble pthe SPFAKER : Cut motion moved— !

“That the provision of Rs.3,05,900 under grant No.16, Major heag__
37.—Education, Minor head—F.—Direct 1gr£mts to non-Govery.-
ment Secondary Schools (total), at page fl P of the Budget, be
reduced by Re.l, ic-le-, ; thebyarﬁlg‘int of the whole gran; i
Rs.35,96,100 do stand reduce ol

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Goldsmith scems to be very jyp,
indeed because he has neither criticised nor censure ¢ Lovernment, He

H: I am
3 : : e s
blic Instruction in this matter bee on’ble

. ause
we came to Shillong we proposed which schools are to be take When

a i n u
hal: 'd 1 th GarO HlllS there are SOome ]'d 1] p a}’ld
w 1 Should bC glVen. In € i : ] M

schools under Government ai ier hag
kind enough to look to these schools hantdtixcé had representeq the Caslit;ecn
Garo Hills while he was there for a shor . of

, Z ; bmitted to hi » .

And here also in Shillong we have su e all the' g
requirements. So, I am notoprepared to S%}iport this motion, N(::t a s
a position to support it (laughter). ¢ hon. member ; M T in
(laughter). :

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD AE]J)I R Speaker, Sir, ¢
delivered by my hon. friend Mr. Jobang D. Marak has I‘eally s
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very much. 1 am very glad to note that the Hon’ble Premicr during his
last visit, or the departmental heads, have satisfied bim and his Garo people.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : No, not all. I do not say that (laughter).

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: It would be better still
that he takes note-of some schools in his own district which have been men-
tioned by my friend Mr. Goldsmith.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : He has not mentioned any.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI : Rongjeng.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : That is on aided basis getting some Rs.25
only.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Rongjengis in the Garo
Hills and within his Elaka. About my district of Goalpara, I have known
3.schools which are really in need of Government help.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Which school ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: The  schools ‘that
Mr. Goldsmith has mentioned in the north bank particularly at Tokrajhar,
Sidli and Haraputa. I have also to mention that there is a Garo school
at Nishangram which is also in dire need of help. These are local grievances
of backward communities which I want to ventilate in this cut motion.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I take this opportunity to bring it to the notice of the Hon’ble Premier
two local Middle English schools which are struggling for existence for the
past few years. ‘One R ) .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The motion brought forward for
one purpose cannot be availed of for discussing any other purpose.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : These relate to
certain questions regarding education so far as Muhammadars are con-
cerned. The Muhammadans arc very backward in education.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That is an assumption by the hon.

member.

ManlaVi ASI‘IRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHIJRYZ I was refcrring
to Bamoy Middle English school in Thana Lakhai, district Sylhet. And
the other is Harisurna Middle English school, Madhabpur post office, and

Katihera Madrassa in Lakhai

Maylavi SYED ABDUR ROUF : _Sir, it is well known to this House
that the immigrants, both Hindus and Muhammadans, are backward educa-
tionally and economically. In my sub division 0 s o offise;
Middie English schools, one at Tarabari and the other at Majuli. These
schools axe {1 R lrrélmlgrants and it is a matter of regret that the
Government has not yet done anything to help these institutions.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This is also raising quite a different

point. 1 ‘ .

Ma‘glagvsz ABDUR ROUF: Sir, if the immigrant communities
are ot buck e |

Tlix_e f?;;*r;}e the SPEAKER . They are not backward in the accepted
sense of The =7 | ;

Maulaﬁnve ?:ggﬁg 3 Stlhr MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Government
themsclves . ision for rie Immigrants as backward communities while
de provis Primary eduycation for backward communities.

' ll'a_e Hon’ble tl.l? SPEAKER : Is that so ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : Yes, Sir, we have

t.
e Hon’ble the .S_PEAKER; - If it is so then that is all right,
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Maulavi SYED ABDUR ROUF: I simply want to Bringesit to the
notice of the Government that if these (wo schools_ are not helped then the
education- of the immigrants will badly s_uﬂ?:r. \'V,l}at I say will bc'SUpported
by my two Congress friends sitting behind the Treasury Benches, I hope
these institutions will receive due consideration ﬁ‘.om the Government.

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIEIA: In going to support this motion,
I beg to bring to the notice of tl}e Gov_crnmcn‘t certain  grievances of certain
localities which if redressed, I think, will be of great benefit to the schedulud
castes and other backward peop]e_ of the Jocahtles,. namely Roha High
English School at Raha and the Hariamukh Lower anat_‘y School in the
district of Nowgong. I do nct say that by merely red ressing: thegrievances
of these two localities that the entire scheduled castes 1)eoplt_3 of the province
would be benefited. Here what I want to bring to the notice of the House
is that the policy as a whole of giving 90111n1L1?a¥ representation. fn o
and adopting measures for the uplift of the d‘upz?ssed classes people is being
maintained only in paper z(ljndls n(‘)tt bemtg translated into action,. Sir,

want to say as regards appointments............
ot gl‘he Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Is he png talking of

r question ? )

anotl%‘(;leq Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Yes; there is. no: question here of

1 nts. ] N
appoﬂtnls{AHENDRA NATH SAIKIA3 I am just cr1t1c1sm_g the Govern
ment for not giving their due attention to the general policy of givin
communal representation in services and adopting measures for the uplift of
scheduled castes people of the Province. ) _

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : N? 1such question afl‘lses 'Lox} this mogs:

hich is only for criticising ““the long-felt gricvances of ceptain backward:

z\:)mmunitiesy for not get§11g grants for Middle English Schog]». ;\?ﬁd
should the hon. member introduce the question of. z‘1PP01mment_'s ' thig »

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIH_JA: Then Sl)l“, I may just refop. to
another thing. There is a provision in the Pooxlla llda%t thﬂt. N every, Dle.
vince, out of the educational grant, some grant shou ' eﬁ cartuarked: fy,: the
educational facilities of the scheduled castes. Here we llld In the Udget
that the little share of the scheduled castes has]tbee'?l abm?; }Ll%'amated.with ge
of the tribal and immigrant people. The result wi rat'e at some
nity of some area from which there is no 1~epresm}or 101}11 _11}11 t]‘(? Ass’embl
will remain deprived o the benefit of the Pglgos&fts Dhalv'v 1(; t.h 1s amoypg: s
set.apart. For example, there isa toll brlf‘ gt‘I atribal Cam 5 "y go .

Do member of the Legilatieo Assembll}_" (iunu]ecommuni(t)mm}m”fy from :]hg :

district. of Nowgong belongs to the Lalung Y- It e

. i ‘ 18 W
OVernment ordered to settle the said tog bl’}‘f‘?ﬁalwztglmge Lalungs I:g's the
oxclusion. of the other castes people o7 t(1(31'(%” hear). Tl ALy because th
member comes rom that community (Hier fear). The sa,gause g
also happen:in the matter of dlStrlbUtl‘()inl - casteI; . :ng ant for ¢}, 8 wil]
of primary education for the schedule > tribal apq v Spreaq

1
heople. R-:. The hon: membep sho Srang:

The Hon’ble the SPEAKE_ i T
for five minutes;, He is not to introduce: other things than: what _Peak Oflly

. . . 1 P 1S rel:

to the object mentioned in the motion IA: Th =
, NATH SAIKIA: lhere are. ¢

Dr. MAHENDRA So, I shall have no time tq place Illlllotlor}s:an d |

B g,lllv?n noEi;:le > Oit‘_mgPEAKER- : So does_ the hon, . m Y gl‘lev;a _
The Hon’ble the s th ut mot 2 en’lber nCeS‘
he should . introduce all matters in this ¢ OO Say tha;

' IKIA: I shall |
Dr. MAHENDRA:-NATH SAIKI e ver .
Tll‘;e Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What has the hog b::lef‘
m

Cmbea
P o
about grants i | b -
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Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIK7A: Now what I want to point out to
the House is that there is a great deal of lack of sincerity on the part of the
Government (Hear, hear), in taking up the cause of the downtrodden
scheduled castes and other backward people. S

The Government is maintaining the policy for the uplift of the
depressed classes people in paper only. Tt .
that certain local grievances to the benefit of these .
though previously promised by two Hon’ble Ministers now occupying the
Treasury Bench. have not yet been redressed in spite ol repeated .rcn?lndcrs
given. First of all, I want to mention about the Raha High English School.
Sir, two remarks were madc one by the Hon’ble Prime Minister, and other
by the Hon’ble Minister Babu Akshay Kumar Das, on this School.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That is quite irrclevant. The hon.
member will please take his seat  He is iniroducing all  sorts of
things into the discussion. .

Srijut RABI CHANDRA KACHARI” : .\Ir.‘ Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to
oppose this motion. The hon. mover of this motion and his supporter,
Dr. Saikia, do not know what the Government is doing now regarding
Harisinga school. Government have decided to give between Rs.45 to Rs.50
a month to that school. Dr. Saikia referred to a high school at Raha, But

that school gets Rs.100 a month.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member should not speak of

that school.

Srijut RABI CHANDRA KACHARI: As regards all the schools
mentioned by Mr. Goldsmith some grants will be given from the next
April. It has been agreed to by responsible officers of the FEducation Dep-
artment that we should get the necessary grants for our middle schools.
Without knowing these facts the hon. member has brought this wotion.
I therefore oppose this motion.

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED: I\/Ilf. Speaker, Sir, in supportiﬂg
this motion I beg to bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Prime Minister that
Dalgaon, Samabari and Sialmari mouzas are almost entirely occupied by
immigrants.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : On a point of order, Sir. The
other day we heard of a certain member representing immigrants saying
that they were really coming to Assam to impart education and enlighten-
ment to the Assamese Siksha and Diksha. Do they want to say at the same€
breath that they belong to the backward community. In other words, ar€
they entitled to bring them under this motion ?

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Siksha means plough.

Srijut DEGESWAR SARMAKMH : I am glad to hear, Sir, that Khan
Bahadur Keramat Ali is importing the immigrants to give us Stksha and
Diksha.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has it been accepted by the Govern-
ment that the term ‘backward communities’ will also include immigrants ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLQI: The immigrants
of course will be considered eligible to receive the special attention of Gov-
ernment, but they are not backward communities. We say, backward com-

munities and immigrants. .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then Mr. Badaruddin Ahmed will

please say his point cf view. ) .
Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED : Sir, I have found in the Budget

Memorandum that immigrants, Tribals and Schedt_lles are put under the
same heading and Rs.25,000 has been allotted for primary education for all

these classes together.

It will be cvident from the facts
downtrodden people

irrelevant

*Speech not corrected,

e

3
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: From that it cannot be inferred thaf

immigrants should also be included among backx_vard communities.

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AHMED : Sir, in these three mauzas there
is only one Middle English School and this school has been maintained by
the immigrants for years on their own subscription. Now, _during these
days of hardship, if Government will not come forward with some aid
to the school, the school will have to be stopped. I would draw the pointed
attention of the Hon’ble Minister to this fact and hope that he will come
forward with some aid.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
the grievances which have been made out by hon. members all refer
to particular localities. I am glad that my hon. friend Mr, Goldsmith has
thought of the schools. I do not have all the names of the schools in m
mind just now, but as regards the list ofEf schools he has given, Wwe shall try
to provide funds—at any rate for most of these schools. That is al] | can
say for the present. .

Regarding the suggestion made by my hon. friend Mr. Badaruddin’
that does not actually come under this motion. But when we allot money
for the education of the immigrants, we shall remember his suggestion and
try to provide funds. . -

Maulavi BADARUDDIN AMD_? O_n a point of 1nformation, Sir,
During the last session the Hon’ble Minister in replying to a question, gag
far as I remember, said that he would provide some money for this Sch’ool.
May I know that ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes, Sir; T 'Have

already given the reply. .
Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : Sir, in view of t_he assurance given 1} W
Hon’ble Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion, Yy the
The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. -/
N Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Sir,
0.25 ? :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I understand that it has beey decided
by the party that this motion will not be movgi,AD
Maylavi Saiyid Sir M_UI'IAMMADF : ULLA : Our Py
selected 9 otions for discussion. One of them, Mr. Matior R

ma ;
y . Tifove my motion

hmap®
: he was absent at th ~a0man’y
mMotion N s to be taken up, but . the time.
Place of I\?O-zzoé VK;r. Jahanuddln wants to move N0.25. This Mmeang O.In
back from No.26. 1f you would allow that, he will move, 80Ing

‘ The Homn’ble the SPEAKER:: I }?.lave no objection.
- Maula“f;‘J AHMANUDDIN AHMED : Il\geg tph move, Sir, thay i
Provision of Rs.3,05,900 under Grant No.16, ajor ead~37_\Educafi e
inor head—F.—Direct grants to non-Gogellr{mint _Secondar on
(total), at page 118 of the Budget, be redu.cc(:id }:i be. L z.le., the aMouny
the whole grant of Rs.35,96,100 do stand 1c_uc_:e.n ot L wish, ir of
Criticise the policy of Government for not giving grants ip Varioyg sch’ootlo
in the province. ; . 0l
The Honble the SPEAKER : The SCO.P‘:IOf this motion ;g
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : §1r, d}nt?ntmnally
this way so that my hon. friends from Vﬁlloui et i Spea
grievances under this “motion. Personally, " want 10 place baf aboyt
Hon’ble Minister the grievances of the dls}tflc Irrorr} Which'T 2OTE the
Goalpara. Sir, the Hon’ble Minister haSh imsell visited the Soutl,” g 2m
High School on his way to Tura and he has personally oo, th Salma
5 ; lpara down up t e ¢ ra
of the people of that area. From Goalpal P to MYme . Conp
is no High School, and this is the only High School whyjgy e singhy
by the public themselves with contributions. Sir, every
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knows it very well that as severe flood visited that portion of the district,
the condition of the people is very bad and so the present condition of that
scheol has become very very deplorable because the subscriptions that were e
raised p.eviously are not coming forth now due to the deplorable condition |
of the tenants. So, I hope the Hon’ble Minister will be kind enough to. give
at least some grants to this school. So far as I understand from the Secretary
of that School, the Hon’ble Minister gave an assurance that if the number

of students exceeds 170 then he will be in a position to give some grants.

1 should like to point out that though the number of students has not
exceeded 170, still it is something like 130. The number of students dec-
reased due to havoc created by the flood and if help from Government comes

forth then I can say that the number of students is sure to increase withid
this year. |
¢ Then Sir, I like to say something about the Middle English Madrasas ‘
in the district of Goalpara. From the grant of last year which was made %
to these Madrasas, we have opened some new Madrasas. These Madrasas

were not fully developed then as now and so I hope Government will give

-a_greater amount of grant to these schools. But Sir, from the budget which

was presented before this House, I find that the amount left for the grant

of Madrasas has decreased instead of increasing. I will read from page

112.— Madrasa—voted budget estimate of 1939-40, non-excluded area—

voted Rs.40,330 and the budget estimate of 1938-39, i.e., for last year, was

Rs.42,796. Now Sir, it is apparent that Government has decreased it .by

Rs.2,400 and some odds. Sir, we were expecting that we will be getting

grants from the Government in the near future and so we started many <
Madrasas just to impart education among the illiterate Mussalman people:

As it is well known to all, the Mussalmans are very fond of their religious
teachings and by including that religious teaching in the Madrasa cours®
we are bringing them to the light of education. But Sir, we fail to under- 3
stand why Government decreased the grant instead of increasing it. If it 18 A

the intention of Government not to impart education among the Muham-

madan masses then I have nothing to say, but I hope the Hon’ble Minister
in-charge of Education will see that at least }th z.e., Rs. 5,000, of the money
these Madrasas, becaus®

granted for the secondary education is given to
these Madrasas have now developed and they nt
of grant. With these few words, I commend m

of the House.

ey P R V7 -

require increased amou
y motion to the acceptanc®

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved : ‘ _
00 under Grant No.16, Major head.— ¥

“That the provision of Rs.3,05,9 i
37.—Education, Minor head.—F.—Direct grants to non- Govern- %
ment Secondary schools (total), at Ppagc 118 of the budget b¢
reduced by Re.l, i ¢. the amount of the whole grant of Rs.35,96,100
do stand reduced by Re.1l .
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Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Mr. Speaker, Sir.
I take this opportunity to place before the Hon’ble Prime Minister certain
local grievances about one High school called ¢ Umatunnessa High School.’
So far as this School is concerned, I think, I have on three or four occasions
brought to the notice of this House the miserable existence of this school.
The Muhammadans are generally very shy in contributing towards any
private enterprise  As regards this school, one lady has given her every-
thing towards establishment and the maintenance of this school. Now,
apart from this High School, I also like to place the case . of two other
Middle English Schools in my own constituency. One is in Harishama
village in the Madhabpur thana. I would like to place this fact before the
Hon’ble Premier that so far as this Middle English School is concerned, it is
situated on the border of this province. Probably this is the reason why
it is not receiving any aid from anybody. This school is mostly manned by
boys of scheduled castes and the Muhammadans who belong to the peasant
class. I understand that for six or seven years the school is being run, but
last year the Headmaster and other leading persons connected with the
school came to me for aid. I sent them to the Director of Public Instruc-
tion, and I don’t know what was done. But this time they have approached
me with a request to place the matter before the Hon’ble Premier for his
consideration. ) . ; ks »
The other Middle English School is situated in Bamai within Takhaj
thana. I shall not feel any delicacy to say that so far as this thana is
concerned we have got people who are much advanced in education, and
some of them hold high places in service and other spheres of life, but: so
far as the local people are concerned they are very much backward in
education. The aristocrat people of the thana are scattered in the
metropolis, and so nobody has .taken any note of the people who are
living in the villages. The result is that in the whole thana there is only one
Middle English School which 1s patronised by a benevolent Mirashdar of
the locality whose name is Raj Kamal Ghaudhury and others. The other
ay he informed me about this poor finance, and told me, having regard tq
the fact that the Mirashda'rs are now in danger of ] b.clng rumed.? tl}at e
will not be able to maintain the school further. This is the only ipstitution
of its kind giving light to the 1(_)ca1 people.  So, T request the. Hon’ble
Premier to aonsider the case of this Middle English School favourably which
it Undoubtedly deserves- I also bring it to the notice of the Government
about Katibora Madrasa in Lakhai police station.
ith these words I beg to resume my seat.

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, -
QT st Aied gEE A8 W WE TR an s =y
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CamfFRTEa R @Tg e lyo ML T w1 R fowy PR Ty a1
fRrgfe =Jod 7 fivel iewiar SRt FRICT @TB WA oy cqpay 2291y
fFe QA9 @ 37 RS W TR T ey ety o |
Yolbre AZ7 fowg wgaia 2 (9 TF I 233 g -
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Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: M, Speaker, Sir
I take this opportunity of bringing to the notice of the Government the case
of Rameswar High English School, which has beqn estabhsht::d at Barbaryg,
This School has been tagged to the Barbarua Middle English ‘School, and
classes III to IX have been opened, and this has been done with the he]
of the donation from a local Marwari firm, Rampat Dass Rameswar. The
school has 150 students on its roll and most of these students come from,
the backward tribal Kachari community. So I think, !ocal people sent in a
representation that Government might be pleased to give them a suitable
grant for the maintenance of this school. I hope Mr. Rabj Kacharj will
not oppose this motion. . :
II)DxI-) MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: MayI speak op all kindg
of schools, Sir. - ' : St ‘
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: :i\s I said this is an Oomnibyg cut
g So, all kinds of schools may be discussed. .
aDr.lII:AAI—II‘JNDRA NATH SAIKIA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg ¢
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the needs of the Roh0
High School. We have been told by the hon. member Mr. RabiChand a
Kachari that the grant to this school has already beftn increageq. ra
3 not know whether the increase has been done now In their party 0
ing. Will the hon. member kindly inform us whether it wag increascgqt‘
thei'r party meeting. But I do not find it so allotted in the bud in

. et. .
grant has been already sufficiently increased, I have nothing tog h Ig bthe
the Roha High School. out

It was brought to the notice .of the " Gov
that there are a large number of s?edu}icdtlclgstg boys in that schoflnﬂ;ent
if the grant is sufficiently 1ncrease gtnth h dolv edrnment meet the ,Ot}?d
needs of this school, that would benefit the sc ct ued castes and o, tr'bﬁr
students of the locality which 1s LO ahgtr}?'a elfte{lt mhfﬂ?lted ; 1ba]
classes of people. But we find that t éug 1sC sC 1(_)9 was visiteq Y twe S
the Hon’ble Ministers of the present ongrﬁss (;1&' 1tion Cabinet and thO of
remarks were made by them to the. Cﬂé,‘:t that tf lﬁ school desel‘ve oug.h
deration of the Government regarding 1ncreas¢; o é € grant, One-thjrq Consg;..
students being from depressed class and that this overnment g (o)

Pledgeq

th t, nothing palpabale has been done yet. ged 1o
= "]a“ff;:;x cr(;(r)ninggt(? tl'Il)e Bebejia M}ddle English School, 1 beg to ga. %
it is running for 12 ‘or 13 years without any aid from the say that

I hope Government will kindly take notice of this ,anq make 5 Over
as pgssible towards this. As regards the Girls’ High Englisg}farslt a5 S0p,
Nowgong, I beg to say that it ha_s been _recent]y Started, foin >chog) b
Middle English School before and is now raised to the Standgpg as o
English School. The school occupies a beautiful sjtq and of 5 Hj b
building, but their grievances are many. At present, the schog] :
government grant of Rs.100 per mensem which is qy;¢e e

. hope the Government will take notice of it 1mmcd1ate1y and adequa

’ to increase the grant by a considerable amount. ce thejp w I
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Thenr about the Kampur High English School at Nowgong. The
other day, in the month of December last I was present at Kampur when the
}.Io{l’ble Premier was given an address there by the public. He said, I
d'?ﬁnctly remember, that as soon as the building of the Kampur
iI;I‘igthnglish School would be completed, Government would give a grant-

aid.
Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : No, Sir, I did not commit
anything. T simply said that Government would consider the matter. ;

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : Whether the Hon’ble Premier
Committed or not it is for the House to see. But he spoke in this distmc;s
words. ‘¢ As soon as the buildings will be completed, 1 shall give a grant.
¥ want to bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Premier that the building 18
a}rea‘dy completed and I hope he will keep his words now. About the

arigaon High School in the same manner I heard, he replied to an
dress given to him there that as soon as the building would be completed,

he would give a grant though I was not present at the meeting. 1 hope the
his helping

ﬁIOn’b]e the Premier would be kind enough to extend 1p1
and to the Marigaon High English School also as the building
With these hopes that the Government

Over there is also completed.
will please sece to the needs of these schools and try to help them as

fa:r as possible by increasing the grant where there is already a grant and a
8Wing grants to those schools where there are none, 1 beg to resume my seat.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY : 515

may ¥ speak a few words about Middle English Madrasas.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes.
Maulavi MUHAMMED MAQBUL HUSSAIN CIIAUDHUR_Yi
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I support the motion. I would like to bring to the
Hotice of the Hon’ble Premier that Middle English Madrasas are
aily inereasing in number. These institutions are 1in name Madrasas
at are rather combined institutions where Hindus and Muslim boys
Yeceive education together. In villages where it is difficult to establish
Middie English Schools, it is very easy to establish Madrasas, becaust
the name of Madrasas attracts the Muhammadans. Now there were some
1 ly Rs.20, 25, 30 or 35 and so on as grants-f
‘hese grants are pra

(I:O‘{TSE there are some S ) 1 s
simply draw the attention of the Hon’ble Premier that -he will kindly

Teview the whole situation and see that sufficient money can be provide

for the extension of the Middle English Madrasa scheme and for new grant
o venture Madrasas and for increasing the grants of those Madrasas which
are getting grants form Government. With these words, I beg to resume€

Y seat.

Myr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this cut motion is to
censure the Government for not giving grants to various Schools in t
Province, but I think, Sir, nstead of ecriticising the Government there
Should’. be also a motion to thank the Government for the policy of giving
8ranits to various Schools in the Province. There are so many of ~such
Sehools. Se I am net i a position to support the motion.

~  The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Sir, I feel that T
should rather, be congratulated if not for one thing, namely, that various

hools to which our attention has been drawn were already known by
e and are really under the consideration of the Government just Now.
% t fm the list itself just now presented by the hon. member, it will have
O be seen whether, with the twenty thousand rupees that we have pro-
vided, it will be possible to provide for all the schools that have beem
named. Therefore, in such matters, Government must be given certain
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discretion to choose according to the importance of the schools. - Sir; we

have allotted, as I said, a certain amount for tribal education; a certain
amount for scheduled caste education and some amount for immigrant alsoe:.
Now, in so far as the tribal education is concerned, some reference has been
made to some schools, and the Roha School would surely come under that
category. The Roha school is meant pre-eminently for tribal and scheduled
class boys and the Government in the pursuance of their policy shall “have
to render the nccessary aid to it. Regarding the Marigaon school, it was
said that I had promised to give it help. Thisisnot quite true ; what I
said was that if the public could raise a suitable building forit, it would be
time for the Government to consider to give a grant, and we shall stick
to what we have said. Then, our particular attention has been drawn to the
South Salmara School, and I desire to-say a few words in referenceto that.
Although the scheme for taking venture schools was mnot yet ready, it was
definitely in our minds that this school rcally deserved immediate help. It
is a fact that within a distance of nearly 30 miles from Goalpara up to ithe
border of Mymensingh there is hardly any high :chool, and that was one
reason which weighed with this Government to consider taking up that
§ as early as possible....... , .
Chocldl;i:;;i‘rli) MIIJHAMMAD AMJAD ALi: From. ‘Goalpara ito the
Mymensingh border the distance is_ about 80 miles, and there are mo high
schools between the villages lying in that locality. ~ ‘
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I am glad to be

corrected. : ) :
But, I may inform the House that when 1 made an inspection of the
bl

school both on my way to the Garo Hills and back, T found that the number
on the roll was oaly 109. I do not know what the actual attendance was.
Under the University Rules, no school can be recogx;used‘ if the number on
its roll js less than 150. Now, I rcally see the difficulty of this school.
FOrmerly the Local Board used to give it a grant of some Rs.60 or 63. That
grant has also been withdrawn for .thc reason that under t'he present rules
the Loca]l Board cannot give any-aid to high school educatien. 1 therefore
thought that if somehow the school could show a musterroll which was
admisible ander the University ru.les,‘thc Government would be most willjn
to give a grant to it. I hope, 1t will Lcl possible to have  that number with
the opening of the new _SCSSIOD’.andllf tlmt is done, the Government will have
no difficulty in giving aid to this sc 1(;)%. | d ‘
Then regarding Alitangoni and tja'gaon Schools, these are all under
‘our copsideration. Regarding the' Lakbipuheiand Chunari SChOO]s-—(the
Tatter b4 not come into existence yet and T do not think ‘Chunari School iy
even an Middle English School yet) T am sure wl}cn the school is raised to 'the
Status of a normal school, Government will consider the desirability of givin
1t help. Regarding the Barbara Sc.hoo], I_ made a personal inspection gt
this school, and subject to funds being available from the tribal allotme o
‘we are taking the question of this school into our consideration, nt.’
Then, Sir, regarding the Madrasas, it 'has been said that we ha :
made any allotment for it. On the other hand it can be shown " ge n_Qt
increase of Rs.1,000 has been made. Of course this hag been. ¢ that an
course of increase which will come in the course of normal emad.(.,-.:m »;t-lf;.e
‘other words for providing money for the teachers that were tipansnon~1n

may be remembered that middle vernacular education would iszfl,ldbutlit
' € also

the cases of Madrasas, and therefors we have thought that i e
‘that matter should also be considered by ‘the Depgal‘tmentln .?lrioitll]ng fUndg,

’ Lo 1€ mate,
see that onlly

Into existence

-of giving grants to Madrasas, I am particularly “anxious te
‘new Madrasas are considered. Those that want to Cole
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should be given help to do so, and thercfore it is no question of our neglect-
ing the case of the Madrasas. I hope that however small the allotment
nllay be, something might be given for the causc of Madrasa education
also.

. I think I have replied to all the peints that have been raised, and In
view of what I have said......

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: What about the
Middle English Schools in Habiganj Subdivision. This case has been sent
to the Government. The grant-in-aid that the Local Board used to get
from the Government has been discontinued, and so the Local Board has
reduced the grants to these schools?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: That raisesa very
great question of policy, but we do not sece why the Local Board should not
give the aid. If these grants were to be restored by Government, it would
mean that Government shall have to pay at least Rs.30,000. The Bamai
School is probably one of the schools, and we have taken note of that, and
although the funds are very small, the cases of these schools will be taken
into consideration, within the limitation of funds at our disposal according to
their importance.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : In view of the assurance given,
I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion.

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : I beg to move, Sir,
. “That the provision of Rs.1,200 under Grant No.16, Major head—37.
—Education, Minor head—Primary Education—I.—Government Primary
Schools, Sub-head—(q)—Primary Schools for boys (i)—Pay of Establish-
ment, Detailed head—Lump provision for Training of Teachers, at page
119 of the- Budget, be refused, ie., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.35,96,100 do stand reduced by Rs.1,200.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This motion raises a question of econo-
my. The hon. member must show how this question arises.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: On a
point of information, Sir. The other day Maulavi Maqgbul Hussain
Chaudhury asked a starred question and you told him that he should bring
a separate motion to discuss the matter.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I said that any hon. member is quite
entitled to table a motion and then have a discussion for that purpose.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, this is a provision which has been
included in the new projects or new schemes by the Government in the
budget provision for the coming ycar. It finds place in the Memorandum
at page 91 where it has been mentioned that 2 sum of Rs.1,200 is required
for carrying out the Wardha scheme. Now, Sir, as a Mussalman, I fear we
cannot accord our approval to a scheme which is seriously detrimental to the
religious and . cultural interests of the Mussalmans. It is not unknown to the
_hor}. members of this House that this scheme particularly has been very
‘seriously condemned and opposed by the Mussalmans of India. Why it
has been so VChCmcntlY opposed by the Mussalmans of India can be evident

from certain facts which I shall try to bring out before the members of this
Hon. House. Sir, if anybody cares to go through it with a clear -mind
and with scrutinising eyes, he will have to admit that this is 2 scheme which
‘will seriously tell upon the_rqllgious and cultural interests of the Muslims.
Mussalmans are quite a distinct community in certain respects. For in-
‘stance ;lhelr culI';ure 1s quite a different thing which no other person of India
can ~have. By the daily cultural habit they form a distinct and
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different con.munity. It is one of the most serious problems before the
Indian Nation to-day that the solution of communal problem—the Hindu-
Moslem problem-——cannot be solved unless the culture of .lhc Mussalmans is
totally changed and with that view it appears that this scheme has .bc(‘_u
prepared only to remove the cultural identuty of thc Mussalmans. If this
scheme is introduced, and if it is followed by the Mussalmans, I can boldly
say that the Mussalmans will be wiped out from the sur‘fncc‘ of India
(Lauglzler) and there will be Mussalmans by name only, as in Spain. _At
one time Spain was fully populated by Z\illsSI‘lll’ﬂ;lﬂS,.l)llt now Ll)c community
as a whole has been extinet because they are Muslims only in name. In
‘religious culture.they are no better than the Christians (laughter from ithe
European benches). That will be the fate of the Mussalmans of India also
if they are to be educated under this scheme. They will be extinct from the
surface of this country (Laughter). 7 ‘

Sir, this is a matter of detail. Only my argument bclox.‘c this House is
that the present Government is pledged to safeguard _the mterests of the
minority communities and the Mussalmans of t111§ province 1_)0}03‘ a minority
community, must not be dealt in their hands against their will. It is not
unknown to the hon. members of this House that the Muslims in other
parts of the country are oflering saiyagraha and are (‘1’{1])1}1ciz1g jails in
thousands. Many Muhammadan youths including sons of Nawabs and of
high families are undergoing imprisonment by offering satyagraha. The

uhammadans as a whole oppose this scheme. The\]umal_t-ulmlcma which
is a religious organisation of the Mussalmans and the Muslim League in a
chorus have condemned it and have named this as Gandhi Scheme,
Even an hon. member of the Congress Cabinet, I think, in the Bihar
Government, has declared it as Gandhi scheme.  With these words, I
would press Government that they should not mtroduce such a scheme
which in the near future will tell upon the culture of the Muslims., It is not
incumbent on the part of the Government that thcy" should introduce such
a scheme which is very strongly opposed by the entire  Muslim community
of India. With these words, I commend my motion for the acceptance of
the House, i

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moyed : _

“ That the provision of Rs.1,200 undef. grant \;0-16, Major h&ad~37
—Fducation, Minor head—Primary I]duc.atlon~1~bovern-
t Primary Schools—Sub-head (2)—Primary  School for
ment Pav of Establishment, Detailed head-~Lump Provi-
boysfgg—t;ai‘ding of teachers at page 119 of the BUdget, be
ig{;sed, i.e., the amourlt of”the whole grant of Rs.35,96,100 do

stand reduced by Rs 1,200. . SAIN CHOT

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHyRYy,
Mr, Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the motion wholg- rear tedly. 1 I'he other
d . ’ ’ble Finance Minister that the author of th;

ay I heard from the Hon . e e pei's 5
Scheme was Dr. Zakir Hussain. My {rien . fwanl Anbab Chaudhury
said that he had no confidence in him, but I loo tU?OH 11)1111 \'Vlth.a different
angle of vision. Sir, I yield to none m my rC'S}l)leC bu(;r i f Zakir
I have not the fortune of knowl'ng him per sonél Y bl 1ave learnpt about
him from Madame Khalide Edib who deV?te,, < Pl)) cily long Chapter i gy
memorable book entitled ¢ Inside I_ndliq b:qi'tOUt tpl Zak%r Hussain,
Dr. Zakir Hussain is a man of extI‘B:OI'Chn?“}"a L fﬁy_l‘c-)l International fame,
He has long beard and he says his praycrs regularly. He 5 pucca,
“ Musalli.”> It is he who made Jamca Mllllz.l a success.

" ‘But this scheme was not drawn by }}m} lrid.epﬁnclently, It w
proved from the letter he wrote while submitting his scheme. H

1l be

€ Wrote tq
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Mahatma Gandhi as follows :—

L Mahatmaji, I have the honour to submit herewith the report of the
Committee appointed by the Wardha Conference on the 23rd October, 1937,
to formulate a scheme of basic education on the lines suggested by the
resolutions of that Conference.”

S'o Dr. Zakir Hussain had not the freedom to formulate this scheme.
The line was suggested by the resolution and that resolution was adopted in
a Conference which was presided over by Mahatma Gandhi.

Now what is this scheme ? You will find that this scheme aims at
turning the entire country to some small factories. If we work out this
scheme we may have some weavers and craftsmen, but I am sorry this
scheme will not produce any Mahatma Gandhi. any C. R. Das, any Zakir

Hljlssaiu, any Jinnah or even a  G. N. Bardoloi (/Loud laughter). The main
object of this scheme is to solve the question of economy and that is also
doubtful. But, Sir, we do not live on money alone. We require some train-

ing for spiritual advancement also, but the spiritual side in this scheme is
blank. This scheme was not only condemned by the Moslem Leaguers who
are called communalists by my hon. friends, but also by those who areé
not such communalists, 1 mcan the Famial- Ui-Ulema of Delhi which is 2
branch of rhe Indian National Congress. If you permit, Sir, I may rea
out a few passages from the speech deliverea at Delhi by Maulana Abdul
Haq. This is published in "¢ Aljamiat  an official organ of that Jamial.
Under heading ¢ Wardah Scheme and Vidya Mandir >’ he says :(—

“ AMulk wa kaum ki tarakki ke liey sanaalt taalim ke barabar balke isseh ziadﬂ/‘
mazhabi taalim ki zarurat hai. Keonke amn wa aman awar tahzib wa akhlaq ki ruh
mazkab: taalim hi paida kar seleti hai. Awar jabke Hindusthan ki basnewali tamam
kaomon ko apni tahzib awar culture ke tahfiz ki zarurat hai, to iski surat sitf ehi ho
sekii hai ke inke bachchaonko sahi taur par inki lahzib se ashna kia Jai. Mambkin
hai ke koi eklimiyat apne is haq seh rastios ho jai lekin Mussalman to kisi surat S
bihi apne is fitri mataleba seh rastbardar nahihosekte. .

Hame afsus hai ke mazkurai bala har du schemeonme un tamam zarur pailw
onpar tawajju nahi ki gaee. Wardha scheme me sanaal awar hirfat ko lazimi karar
dia gaya hai awar usiko ulum wa _fanunki taalim ka zaria karardia gaya hai, magar
mezhabi taalim kataan nazarandaz kardi gayt hai. .

Baharhal ham kisi tareh bihi is akidaseh chashm-pushi nahi kar sekti ke harlak.
munsife hukumat ke dufarz hai—amn awar larakki. Awar ye dunu farz khushgawar®
ke sat jabhi ada kija sekti hai ke sanaatl wa hirfat ke sat mazhab awar akhlaq ke sa
taalim bihi ho.” _ ’

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: May I know
from the hon. member in what particular place the person concerned has
opposed the scheme ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQEUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY:
It aims to convert all to Gandhism. I shall hand over the paper to the
Hon’ble Minister, after I have read it.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: I bave under-
stood the purport of the article read out.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY:
I shall give Onl_y the sum and substanre of the points of the passage I rea
out. I—_Ie says that the §cbeme only makes arts and crafts compulsory, but 1t
hag f;ntlfely ignored religious education. 1 can say this much. This is the ~
opinion of one of the most learned Alims of India who is entirely in on¢
with th_e Congress. 1 may read out a few words from what has been sal
by a Hlndl.li ge’ntleman Mr. R. Chaudhury, a Barrister.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What would we do with the opinion$

of others ? The hon. me : -
: : : mber ' in what eme
v is defective. is to show respects the sch

. -
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSA{N CHOUDHURY :

I will read only three lines, Sir. He says that the Wardah scheme indicates
cutting India adrift from the onward march of the times and throwing her
a hundred leagues back. Sir, I think the fecling of the entire Moslem
community is expressed in the words of Mr. R. Chaudhury. The
Muhammadan community cannot accept the scheme at all. This scheme
has not only ignored religious education, but it is a direct invasion against
Moslem culture and religion in India. It has got some insidious poison
in it. Because it encourages materialistic education. So the Muhammadans
cannot accept this scheme. . )

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : On a point of information. ..

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY -
I do not give him time, Sir. It is not my opinion and I do not think myself
well versed in religious laws. But I am_sxmply voicing the opinion of the
entire Muhammadan community. With these \Yords, I V.vhole-heartcdly
support the motion and urge upon the Hon’ble .Pre_mler to  support
the motion himself as it affects the richt of the minority communities.
He may say that by a majority he may defeat d the motion. Byt
by this motion being defeated here, he may have defea(_eu 1ts' purpose only
within this Hall. But beyond the lObbl.CS the dpfcat will not go. Because
the whole Muhammadan community will be with us.

With these few words, I support the motion.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : I think, Sir,...... _ ) .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member should finish withip
five minutes. ) .

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: I think the hon. member who hag
spoken just now did accept Mahatma Gandhi as_also MI‘- C.R. Das, mep
like them as great leaders of India. And Mahatma Gaf1d111, as our
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehry says, is the thermometre of the country and in him
we can find for ourselves the temperature of the country. V}:’e all accept
him as a great man to-day and nobody will deny this. ] It als been said
that the Wardah scheme is Gandhian scheme. And we know also about the
Wardah Committce and who was the Chairman or the President of that
Committee. I need not name him here. So such great .menh are tryin
some new scheme for the uplift of the general edugatlton hm ISE Country,
"The small amount that has been proposed in the bu gI?I fbi)u P € 8ranted
and it is unreasonable to refuse that. Of course, the Orcll le Al o will
deal with the nature of the scheme, this and thatl an 1ed will explain
all the points. I think most of the hpn. membei’é 1ave read the scheme
through.  Under the circumstances, Sir, we shou lsee }?urb Way to allgy
such experiments as proposed in the scheme and as:? the budget fq, the
PUrpose. For this reason, 1 am very sorry that 1 canvot suppon this
motion,

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAI.) NAI-SléB AtB d (.:HAUD s
Mr. Speaker, Sir, an identical motion, mot:on ﬁ- fiant SN my name and
instead of moving that motion, 1 should be allowe © Support thig

¢ S has been prepared after harq cut
motion. The Wardha Scheme ) 1 is too short laboyy 4 d
perseverance. But the time at our disposal 1s too short and I have got ¢ B
5 minutes : and we are to discuss and gIV€ our opinion withip thi uly
‘ R : :ustice to the subject. The . 18 short
time. So it is impossible to do justi he whole of Trd: Subject i 4 v
one. It concerns not only Assani but a.lso the whnle ol India. T e Goy ast
ment should have consulted the opinion of al}i sections of the Peo lern.
Assam, before they made such a provision 1in é € budget for the Wp o
scheme. The All-India  Jamiai- Ul-Ulsma  an the. all-Indigy Edy ardhg
Conference held at Patna recorded their emphatic Protest aoa'catlonal
introduction of the scheme, SANst  the
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: This has been pointed out by
others,

Maulavi Dewan MUNHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Itis
an ironiy of fate, Sir, that the Hon’ble Prime Minister who is also in charge
of the portfolio of Education declared that he had no knowledge of the
Muslim opinion on the subject.  Thus it scems that he ignored the Muslim
opinion of India. The Government had made a grim resolve to thrust this
unwanted scheme upon us.

Sir, the scheme has made a direct invasion on our religion. We know

full well what will be the fate of our cut motion. We Muslims are in a
minority in the Assembly and we shall be out-voted and defeated by the
Government. Yet we on behalf of the Muslims of this province record our
protest with all the emphasis we can command against the introduction ©
the Wardha scheme. So, Sir, we seck our protection under the Goverb*
ment of India Act. Sir, we are working out the constitution and so we€
are bound to follow the principles laid down in the Government of India

Act, 1935. Section 52 says:—¢ In the exercise of his functions the

Governor shall have the following special responsibilities, that is to say, the

safeguarding of the legitimate interests of the minorities. . ... i

So, 1 appeal to His Excellency the Governor of Assam to delete the sum
of Rs.1,200 from the budget estimate. With these few words, Sir, I support
the motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : If the House passes it, His Excellency
the Governor cannot do anything to alter that decision.

The Hon’ble Srijut GO.PINATH EARDOLOI : Mr. Speaker Sir,
1 have listened with great patience and attention to the objections that, have
been raised against this scheme, known as the Wardha Scheme. Any
scheme of education that could tend to the betterment of the col.’ldition
of the people is always to be welcomed ; and I also agree that, if any
kind of education infringes on the religious susceptibilities of an,y com?
munity, it should be very SC‘I'IOUSI}’ COI}SldCrC_d, whether the scheme should
be adopted (Hear, hear). 1 was listening with great patience myself t0
find out from the arguments that have been advanced how the scheme€
offended any religious practice of any community, or any culture of any
community. All that has been urged before this House, Sir, is thatit
goés against the religious SuSCCPtlblhtICS of the Muslims, but how it doe€s
transgress them nobody has explained. Therefore, I take it that the criticism
is more or less of a nature of ¢ give a dog a bad name and then hang him ™
How it deserves that bad name has not been made out.

Now, Sir, you will permit me to speak a few words about the whole
scheme. 1 made some attempt to study it. ‘The whole object of the
scheme is to create an atmosphere in the village for education an
conservation of the little education that the students get in the
primary stages—which is very lacking now. The complaint is every-
where, and any educational expert will also tell you, Sir, that the money
that we spend on primary education has not been spent in the manner

it should have been spent. Even for this province of ours it has been’

said that if the money that we have been spending on primary education
was well utilised, we would have had to-day at least 33 per cent. literacys
instead of having 8. I may be permitted to say that, if there is one€
reason which is responsible for this state cf things, it is that we have not
been able to conserve the education that we get in the primary stages:
The curriculum as obtaining to-day is more or less of the nature of what
we learn in the shape of letters—probably a little more than
that—put as soon as the student leaves the school and grows into manhood,

T L S——

’
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he does not find the use of what he has learned in actual life. The
result is that what he has learned and the
the State on his account are.altogether lost., ]
The idea of this education Is that some craft should he
basis of imparting education. It is now :}gl"f‘td ”“‘\.t tln’oug‘h
not only it is possible to teach to a boy mth.m at lmst‘a’ cert
but also to give him the general cducation that Is necessary :
to him for an intelligent understanding of his sm‘lo.und'mgs and getting a
knowledge of how he should behave i- hfc‘. For c}:\am.ple one of the
basic crafts through which education is sought "ltlo l)c imparted under
the Wardha Scheme is, Sl{‘, carpentry. It \~{1 )e questlvoneclvho\.v
carpentry could help a boy in getting geneml‘ education. We!l, Sir, it
be that during the first two or three years he may be. given cnly
rr}llayd éc Rs. of the craft into which he is initiated. But along with it and in
lhg ullipcr classes an attempt \-\_’ill be 31121([0 tp s'how‘.h;)\,v geometry s applica-
ble to carpentry, how botany is applicable to .I\nox\{,‘ the quality of th'e timber
be used for furniture purposes, 1'I1c.composmon' of paints and varnisheg v
A ts of information that is possible to be given for a thorough learnine
.:a.ll s}(l)lt craft. Then, Sir, the education that is proposed to be impartea
i o much Dy notes or text-books, but through the medium of teacherg
e e the scheme contemplates, must be highly learned in the subjects
who, a}slc are going to teach. The result is thai, as soon gy the aecis
th?'lthts I)llis course of study, namely seven years, he knowsg Biise
ﬁnllf icntcuigently about his subject and he knows also the co-related gyly;
tilat come under the subject 1n which he has been taught, Sain thJec.ts
;JC seen that the crafts tha_t are proposed to. be given are Exac’tly \:11111
crafts which a villager who_ in his day to day hifa shall h:_w_e to take 1 e
to as an ordinary avocation. Thus the policy of giving education =
subjects such as agriculture, carpentry, Spinning, weaving, san g, makie
etc., have been adopted by the Coplmlttee that.was bI‘OUght to sit tg
ado’pt a curriculum only with the object of tenc'h‘mg crafts whicy, woulq
come in the course of the life in villages. Now, Sir, chICatloll on Wardh
heme is no longer confined w1th;n tl_le four walls. of Wardhg along, Ia
sche n that Government of India are also taking up that toakt
may be known of experts where, I know, Dy, Jald ‘€I anq
there w.asda C(? lﬁfgrteé;ccfed his ;raluable advice. r HusSain
n
o i llil;/;:flaji Dewan MUHAMFJIA]_) AHBAB CHAUBH
; . . ir. Is Dr. Jakir Hussain a political Convery s -0 a
point of information, Sir. Is it o t like ou
onible Finance Minter & We e got o comtiicnc in i, ™ 4 oy
T ] iiat S in
ROt roply “ve b cstion, i view of the fact that ths education g Shoulg
to do with politics. In our opinion, it is an e ¢ pich g g ting
the regeneration of the villagers A e o itt}.]atN%Vit we dop’t gy
that any politics or A0 e atfhe religious susceptih;) .I.Want O kn,
Sir, how such scheme can affect 1d be seen. Sip [:t)hl itieg of ap 0
my Muhammadan friends. It wou the Mussalman. >t 2lthoyey Y of
was some degree of resistance among ¢ ANS ovep this | therg
: A ol hat resistance has now paggey
education in the beginning, that me quarters that ) SWay,
Sir, there were some criticisms in 5‘1 sla&res it was i the whole ;
scheme was to make certain students ) as alle

money  that has been spent by

made the
this craft
ain period,
to be gi\ren

URY .

s
. ldey £ :
. ' L ged in Certaj 0 thlS
ters that it affected the religious Sl-lscggzlsbﬁ:)ttlzsﬂgf th@j uss_ahnans'ag LA
arc being now arystalised that /% €7 10: O end the religigy g
ties of any community. In poin d tg 0]11,

that the education which 1s pm‘pﬁsﬁ. bo- P€ given undey
is not very different from that Wh% ES €INg given in oy
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religi . e : . .
glous worship. So, Sir, I venture to submit before the House that this

education do.es not attack on the religious susceptibilities of any community. s
. Maulavx MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Butit attacks the religious
eachings.
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: No, Sir, it does
not attack the religious teachings of any community,
. Kkan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : The scheme is X
divorced from religion.
.. The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Sir, that is the
criticism which was levelled against the scheme by Maulavi Abdul Haque
because of the fact that the scheme does not provide for the religious
edqca.tlon of any community, but under this scheme there is no bar by
which a{]Yb(_{dY can be stopped from observing his own religious observ-
ances. So, §1r_, I should say that the scheme does not stand :1g5inst the reli-
gious susceptibilities or the culture of any religion whatever.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : If there should be religious teaching,
then that will have to be done by private arrangement. There should not
be any Government aid.
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: The same thing is
true of the High School education.
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: That is the reason why the
Muhammadans are so backward in education.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:  Will it be a news to the
S

Hon’ble Premier Sir, if I say that Mussalmans as a class are averse to any
sort of education unless it is coupled with religious education ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: There is nothing
to prevent a student from observing his own religious prastiens,
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: That is why we are having -
Madrassa education. N
The Horn’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: As I said, Sif
I do not find that this scheme affects the religion or culture of any commu~
On the other hand it has been found that this is a scheme which will
go for the benefit of the villagers and, therefore, Government think that an
experiment on this line should be made. If we find that this scheme is not 2
successful one then we may have time to abandon it.
The Hon’ble the _SPEAKER: The question is—
«“That the provision of Rs.1,200 under Grant No.16, Major head 37~ -
Education, Minor head—Primary Education.—1.—Government
Primary Schools, Sub-head—(a) Primary Schools for boys—(t
Pay of establishment, Detailed head—Lump provision for train- {
ing of teachers at page 119 of the Budget be refused, 7.¢., the ‘
amount of the whole grant of Rs.35,96,100 do stand reduced by
Rs.1,200.” /

The motion was negatived.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY :
" Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the provision of Rs.9,01,876 under
" Grant No.16, Major head.—37.—Fducation—Minor head—]J.—Grants tO
T.ocal Bodies for primary education (total) at page 120 of the Budget be
reduced by Rj.llo(}li{s-el"();he amount of the whole grant of Rs.35,96,100 do o
reduced by -5 -
standSir, before_I proceed I should like to thank Mr. G. D. Birla for the
generous donation _thaf. he has made for the spread of education in Assam.
Though his donatlolrll 1s meant fOl‘_a particular secti_on of the people, still 1t
38 welcome becaused e I-S not g resident of this provlnCC and I (ongratulatc ~
him for it _Y'ester lay nil reply to question No.166(a) we learnt from the \
Minister 1 charge of FEduycation that not less than 1,040

’ble 1 1 i ° - .
Hen schools ar¢ 10 this _ province which require grants-in-aid. Our

LA—;;;
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Hon’ble Prime Minister said on a previous occasion in connection with
discussion regarding the University that more attention should be directed
towards the poor villagers. I think, the question of these venture schools
is not so complicate as that of University. I find in that Budget Memoran-
dum that the Hon’ble Prime Minister has provided Rs.25,000 in the shape
of grants-in-aid to the Local Boards to take over some venture schools.
Sir, I may point out that this sum of Rs.25,000 1s not quite sufficient to take
over 1,040 schools. _

The Hon’ble Premier has provided more than a lakh of rupees for the
scheme of prohibition, but he was kind enough to provide only Rs.25,000
for taking over the venture schools. To me itis more important to take
over the venture school; .tlmn the_ prohibition scheme. If anything s
wanted in our province it is educatlo_n, and we see that a hcalthy lendency
P in the villages to estab!xsh new schools every year. The list
on’ble Premier has supplied to us shpws that. In the district of
Sylhet there are 442 venture schg)ols )wlulg: in the dlStl‘l'Ct of Kampry
there are 140 schools. If the Hon’ble Premier would provide money oy
the basis of one teacher fqr a sch‘ool, I think Rs.1,50,000 or a little more thanp
that would be sufficient for taking over these sghogls. But I am sorry tq
say that the Hon’ble Premier did not gave his lv;le gonsuih?ratlon_ to this
question By moving this cut motion, I '\yan.t)to y ring to IlS notice thag
this is the crying need of the province. lhe:u, _Iqlxc .‘S.QII]AC pba.CeS where tha
number of schools is very small. -The poor vi ag%w”lc.sta thh schools, 4
teacher is brought on a nominal salary, but aft.ex six EQ: 1t11gd(?1‘ some  daysg
the school is abolished for want ot Sl‘aﬂtls‘m’a}fl' - D8 1o llaW the attep.
tion of the Hon ble Minister 1n chm:ge to tlps ql_iltibtl(‘)lil{. hqp_e he will
agree with me and accept my motion, 7.e., l}f‘l 'V\'n '1111](1 ct pri)vl_smn subse..
quently to take over all the venture schools. ‘_111151 :\{1 tno only increase thg
number of aided schools in the villages, but \«11 .10 pl_h(;li)ave dthe way for
bringing into operation the scheme of compu sox)’f flotionry €ducation,

Wiih these few words, Sir, I beg to move my 1 ’ '

The Hon’ble the SPEAK;ZRI:{S 9colit§?guﬁg£fvéci;nt =

11 -ovision O V4, s

That he;}(li(i‘ 5710_"_]3 ducation, Minor head——J.——-S:rants to Loca] Bod.
Education (total), at page 120 of the Buge es

is growing u
which the H

for Primary . : of th get, be

Rs.101, i.e., the amount of the whole o i

gg;gfg@l%% do stand reduced by Rs.101°. Srant  of

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPI.NAT?II .EA}za(? L.Og . Ml Speake

Sir, I am in sympathY with the object of Thls rlrlla e e u(; - USt wa o
cxp’lain a little to show that the amount We1 nV frlflo(‘j’l ed for Primato
education is very much more than fn}; 10 N riend the O¥er 1ry
stated. It may be seen in the Budget dtm sz?iblf O\tz;lsmr;l of RS-25,000 ll)as
been made for primary education, anc POsSITy tac hon. mgge. . Mas
sble Finance Minister that he was g, Might

have heard from the HOSO’ so that Rs.50,000 has been provided goimentin

it with another Rs.25,000, have allotted e
; :on. Besides that we ; €0, as mg S Nera]
Il){slr;l(? I;)};)Oef%lrl'cf}fgosnpecial cducation of the tribals, the scheduleq Ce knowna

the immigrants, a consid'erablq' Il)ortég;eo{Si‘:hlicfht ﬁ?;USthllecessaril o eis and

cause of primary education. ks 1erl et logst be Whole amgypt is O the

into consideration, we feel that Wf{ .l ats us 1o br en able to Provide }t

the amount which my bon. frien wald b P110V1de for a] 1a

In other words, hisscheme W}?ftlve Prc:?igc,le(g g ol CXpendjt ol Is

Rs.1,57,500, and at present WIC view of this, I at leqSt Rs.7 OUre
education. 1n S, 1 think insteaq 0 fol‘the

cause' of primary . . 2
criticisms, we should have received congratulations from the h 'eCeivin
H] on. m &g
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Manlavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAITN CHOUDHURY: In
Ofthe' assurance given by the Hon'ble Premier, I beg leave of the
ouse to withdraw my mot ion.

he motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

view

~  Srijut BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to

move :

““That the provision of Rs.1,24,552 under Grant No,16, Major head—
37.—Education, Minor head- ~General  Charges—S.—Scholar-
ship (total) at page 125 of the Budget, bc reduced by Rs.100,
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.35,96,100 do stand
reduced by Rs.100”.

In proposing a cut motion of Rs.100 in the Budget allotment for
Education, my intention is to point out the want of care and attention on
the part of the present Government, so far as the tea garden labourers are
concerned. They have not indicated in the Judget that it is their wish to
improve the condition of the tea garden labourers in Assam, in spite of their
tall talks that they care for the masses.

It is clear that the present Government carc not an jota if the tea
labourers continue in their ignorance, if only at their expense, they can
wield power. I should point out to this House that there are some hon.
members on the Congress Benches, in whose constituencies large  1masses o
ex-tea garden labourers are settled, and whose aims should have bee_n to
obtain an allotment for the training of labour boys, and for their educationa
facilities in the form of scholarships. These tea garden labourers who have
left the gardens and settled in' the busties no longer e¢njoy the same benefits
which they were given by their employers while staying in the gardens. They
have settled down in the busties, and they are remaining backward and illite-
rate as before, and excepting the Christian missionaries, nobody cares for
them. Mr. C. S. Mullan, r.c.s., has rightly said in his Census Report of
1937 : < Indeed from many points of vicw, the social position of coolies and
ex-coolies is worse than any class in the Province ; they are educationally
terribly backward : they have no recognised leaders, or associations to press
their claims, or to work for their social advancement, they. are foreigners tO
the country, and as a class, they are much addicted to liquor.”” Sir, these
are not my words, but the words of Mr. Mullan, 1.c.s.

These labour settlers are direct voters and pay a large revenue and local
rates. The Government has not thought it worth while to help the ex-
garden labourers in any way, and nced more attention than any one else, 11
view of the fact that their interests are in the keeping of some of the hon.
Congress members. SO far as can be seen, the present Government 1S
callous regarding the mnterests of the ex-garden labourers, who have been
forced by circumstances to make Assam their home. .

1 entreat those members of the House whose place in the Assembly is to
some extent dependt;nt on the ex-garden labour populatlon to support me in
this present cut motion. If the present Government has any desue. to help
the gx-garden labourers, the very least they_ can qu 1s Lo readjust t}}elr
Budget, and allot at least Rs.4,000 for their training and scholarships.
There are a large number of labour boys, who have read up to the Middle
English Standard, and they could be trained as village teachers. When
they have been t{alr{eda they will become the best teachers for the labour
boys. For a beginning, if twenty of those boys are given training on the

same plan as Naga boys are trained by the Imspector of Schools (Assam
Valley Division), they may be expected to create a thirst for primary educa-
tion among the children of the labourers. With these words, Sir, I commend
my cut motion for acceptance of the House. ;

B\
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:  Cut motion moxel el
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garden settlers. I have submitted 2 memorandum to the present Govern-
ment for the welfare of the labourers. As regards education in the tea
garden areas, 1 have contended to have it under the complete control
of the Government and I am very glad to note that the tea industry have
also realised the necessity of educating labourers and they have opened
schools in many gardens. The qucstion of scholarships will come certainly
as sequel to the progress of education. 1 cannot understand the psychOlOgY
of a censure motion of the kind and as such, I oppose this motion.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the motion before
* the House, although it is not so worded in the reason attached to the motion,
relates particularly to ex-tea garden labourers, and the mover has made this
clear in his speech. It is a well known fact that they live at distances from
towns and villages and their facilities for attending schools are not great.
The issue has rather been clouded by those who are referring to the facilities
which obtain inside tea gardens as at present.

It is not quite right to say that nothing has been done regarding Pro-
viding facilities for labourers’ education within garden area until l‘CCFnﬂY'
Twenty-five years ago there was a Very wide drive in the direction©
giving educational facilities to tea garden labourers. On all sides it was
recognised that if labourers would take advantage of it, education might
very easily be provided for them. I myself, among other tea planters,
established a school, provided the material, provided the teacher, but the
results were, 1 regret to say, a failure, and the reason for that failure was
primarily due to the fact that tea garden labourers, as a body, did not
appreciate the value of the educational facilities which were being
offered them. They were lethargic about it, and the attendance
fell away, with the result that most of the schools, of necessity, had to
be closed down for want of attendance. As a matter of fact there has
never been a lack of appreciation on the part of the tea gardens proprietory
side for the necessity for education and I hope that by the end
this year we shall be able to announce that every tea garden in the province
has a school, (hear hear). But even now you may provide the school, yo!
may provide the teacher, you may lead a horse to the water, but you cani
make him drink ; and that is the principal difficulty we have in spreading
education amongst tea garden labourers. They are not naturally much
disposed towards it. : e 17

The question has been raised whether it cannot be done through SC.hol‘
arships. 1 had the opportunity of a talk with the Hon’ble Prime Ministe?
about it, and I think the understanding between us is perfect. We. do
appreciate that in three or four years there will be a number of boys
from tea garden schools who will ‘be able to continue their education
under a system of scholarships, and the Prjme - Minister has assure

me, and I am very glad to hear it, that in  this respect he has 2
proposal whereby there will be here and there schools which will be able
to take the best scholars, the scholarship boys, from a number of tea .gafdcn
schools, with one school perhaps of this kind to every 10 or a dozen of the
other kind. These will provide education where such education is really
wanted and where the boys will derive much benefit from them. ;

My object in speaking is to remove this idea which is widely preVﬂJ‘”}t
that nothing has been done until quite recently -in this direction. That 18
wrong. Every effort has been made for many many years, but as I said, the
great obstacle with regard to the educational advancement of these people
is that they themselves hitherto have not appreciated the advantages of 1t
(hear hear). :

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, if I may be permit®
ted to speak a few words on this subject,..ce. '

N



1939] DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 799

dThe Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Your few words will become many
words.

- Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: I will be very brief, Sir, I am also
looking at the clock.

After hearing Mr. Hockenhull, I would like to say a few words. He has
drawn a very misleading picture by saying that they are doing their level
best to educate ihe children of the tea garden labourers, but that these
labourers do not take to education and do not attend the schools in spite of'
the educational facilities that are being offered to them. Sir, we, coming
from the tea districts.........

Y The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member should speak from
is seat.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Sir, I was here, bur hearine
Mr. Hockenhull’s speech, I thought he should not go uncontradicted and
that is why I jumped up to speak.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The other day I had to ask
hon. member to come to his seat.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : (Coming to his seat), Sir, we, coming
from the tea districts in Upper Assam, know of a different story. We
know what sort of facilities are being offered. We have been told that there
are schools in many tea gardens, and that by the end of the present year
there will be a school in every tea garden, but if I may say 50, they " are
some sort of schools in some tea gardens by way of eye-wash, just to show
that effort was being made to impart education. We know how the Planters
who import their labour into this province sap out the energy of them fqp
the best part of their life and when they grow old, they are driven to earn
their livelihood by begging. We know that even children are made tq
earn their livelihood, and that these schools which are said to be established
are there to hoodwink to the public and the authorities. We also kaow

a that children are employed in catching worms from tea bushes and varjgyg
other duties and are also sometimes employed iuside the factories. So say
that the children were not encouraged and proper care has not been takep
by the white masters to educate them. :

(A4 voice: 1 challenge that.) i
Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Of course, it is all very well to speak
in dignifi=d language and to say we have started schools in tea gardeng Ang
done our best to teach them, but we know better. .[t Is interesting tq hear
them say “we tried to impart education to these children but they would pgt
take advantage of it”. I would ask, how are thCY bemg treated even now ?»
OVI'{ many have passed even Matriculation ? Do the labourers 20 out t‘o
WOrK in the i illingly ?
Mr., Bllr\Tn(O)rSE gi(VIVJMUgRy J. SARWAN : More than a thousand,
Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : That is no where.
by 00 Lsay that it is all very well to say that we have done thjs 554 that
ut the facts stare us in the face. s
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: My, Speaker, g;
have not much to say with regard to this motion. T wj]] Ofly gy op o3
| Government is quite in sympathy with the object of this g0 . 3; that
speaking, the motion in its limited scope would aim at Nothing , P
> pProvision of some scholarships, but as this issue has brought {he lLt the
question of the education of labourers in tea gardens and Outside, it i

another

1€re

sary for me to say a few words. 5 1S neces.
Sir, -we are pleased to hear from the European group tha¢ by D
ot 1939 they are going to have a school in every tea gardep, 1 CCembey

; . = a
, this scheme was in their contemplation for a long time, and we I:r rtmd that
hear that the scheme is going to be given effect to soon, T} N g_lad to
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encouraging the education of the backward communities, in which tea garden
labourers are included, has been engaging our earnest attention, and I had’
a talk the other day with Mr. Hockenhull on the subject.  Our idea is that
in order that the students coming out from the primary schools, either from
the tea gardens or outside, may have further opportunitics for at least of a
Middle English education. We are proposing to cstablish Middle Englist?
Schools near about the gardens, so that the siudents coming from there may
take advantage of these schocls. We are also thinking of taking up, or
starting, schools in arcas where ex-tea garden labourers live. So that on
the broad question of primary and other education among these - people; the
Government is giving its best attention to the matter. From the grant that
has already been earmarked for the backward people, we have proposed that
a certain amount should be allotted for granting a certain number of
scholarships. Hitherto I can say that there bave not been many students
coming from that community, and therefore it 18 necessary (o encourdge
them with scholarships. I may inform the House that we have already,
made some allocation of scholarship regarding the claims of different com-
munities, in the College Education budget, and under the head ** Other
backwards >> which includes many communities, certain number of scholar-
ships have been reserved, and I can definitely tell hon. Mr. Sarwan ‘that
if any student comes to the College, his case will receive the first considera”
tion. |
Srijut BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN : Therec are more than 20’
boys who rezd up to Middle English standard and who can avail themselves
of the schalarships if given by the Hon’ble Premier, and I would like to g1v€
the names and places of those boys. y
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Asfarasl know, no
student has come for scholarship after passing the Matriculation examination.
These scholarships are meant for college students only. Tk~
Srijut BINODE KUMAR J. SARWAN : l‘hcrc are seversl WHdHIE
English passed labour boys and they can avail of the scholarships in the
school, if given. : ‘ o
Norr'nrailes-;l(())z’i:ole gSrijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI .- If there are qualiﬁ{fd
boys then that suggestion will surely be taken into consideration. So 11
view of this assurance, I think, my hon. friend Mr. Sarwan will withdraw,
hi ion. TR
% ng(:il;lilt BINODZ KUMAR J. SARWAN : With the assurance giver_i—‘_b},’i
the Hon’ble Premier, 1 am very glad to beg leave of the House' to withdraw’
my e ;
x n’i?}tli:orrlnotion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. e
Rev. L. GATPHOH : Sir, I beg to move that the total provision “of
Rs.35,96,100 under Grant No.16, Major head—37.—Education, at page
113 of the Budget, bz reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs.35,96,100 do stand reduced by Rs.100. — B

The object of my moving this motion is to criticise Government for not
providing any grant for starting a High English School in the Jowai sub-,
division.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is unsportsmanlike to shoot a dead liou. Therefore
my criticisms and remarks are directed against the present Government, and
in advocating the cause of the people of my constituency in particular,
through this motion and all the hill tribes in general, I am not apprehensive
of any contradiction from the opposition side. On the other hand, I expect
to get very strong support from my hon. friends representing the hill tribes.

I feel that this cut motion is a token of the long and impatiént waiting
of the people of my constituency of what they consider is overdue to them
long years ago. And I feel I cannot do better than what' I have done in’

e s g ¥
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resorfing to this cut motion in order to express the grievance ‘of my péople.
I need only refer the hon. members of tln§ Ho.use to page’ 63_ of 'the Quin«
quennial Review of the progress of education in Assam during 1932-37 to
convince thehon. members of the fairness and reasonableness of my:  Criti-
cisms. - The statement runs thus: ‘“The Governments of the past  have
definitely neglected the Hill areas and it is 01,1,'1)7 recently that they ~have
recognised all theii responsibility in the matter”. .. - e .
THhe previous Government had moved in the matter and ‘as’far ‘as iy
information goes, they had embarked on a scheme_zn that direction and the
present Government—credit is due to them —have in some hill “areas helped
the scheme to get materialised. T am glad that lhe‘GarQs will scon h
High School established at Tura and the _Mxers will haye better fa
for Middle English Schools.  But the specific case for w}.n(.;h
this occasion is'a High 'English School in the Jowai SudeV.lsion.
argued or it may be aslgéd wha_t are the grounds for t}.le claim or jt may b
pointed out that ‘there is alréady a Gover.'nment ngh. English - Schiol o5
Shillong and why do you want anothex.' in the jowl;‘u subdivision o M
School in Shillong will meet the edl_lcano'nal needs of ' the whole* district
For economy of time and clear und§1‘§tand1ng, I shall try to give mY'!‘eaSOns.
quite briefly and concisely. First, it is common knowledge that in e, e
subdivision there is at least one High .School_, -C;.OVCl‘lllI'ICllti or aided o boths
Therefore, a subdivision like the Jowai subdivision whrc_h 1S N6 less imPOrtan£
ought to have a High School. Secondly, I may remind the hon, membor,
of what I spoke in budget speech that from the British India poing of Vieyy
Jowai subdivision is very very important. The Khasi Hills ‘proper is o,
¢omposed of native states—just only a few British villages Eﬁterpa,ssed‘
among them. Therefore Goverl}n}f{nt shoulc! pay greater attention tq the
educational needs of Jowai subdivision. Thirdly the Shillong Government
High Séhool is situated in a n 'nfBI'lt%Sll area u:j t“hef C}é:.-pltal of Assam et
it exists primarily to meet the educatlonal‘ .nci:{e s F t}tj e S_apltal of A
Reference again'may be made to the remarks of f ;: b irector of Publis
- Fastruction at pages 63 and 64 of the quf}llqgel}liﬂlai_ eport which rung
thus 0 PR Shillong Goveenment High School wiich i gy %, rins
ptobably the most multilingual school in lﬂ_lC.V\;Ol &,dCOIXalmr}g ity addigs
to the Khasis for whom it was_ originally i)n e be" > Assamese, Bengal‘irfl'-
Mg Lishai, Gy, Moty Curklag Fujas, and i ot
races.””  He further remarxs v rolment of atves of 19
languages in the School which s now an en d Ta; Ot over gog s
this ‘toty] e nent only one-third are K_haSIS .arf - Jaintias and  o.%
{ugmbef 10?%1;)0;;115}110 cor};le from the _Lalr:;lam?'llf;iﬁ_s E‘éflrczltismall. %aggrethﬁ
Teat : ini ressed a on i
}g]e??i;aéﬁum th?n ﬁ'g?,’?ﬂonﬁﬁ opinion of the “Conferc;'n(;e is’a}f L Nference
allowed 1, r:;:igthe statement, 1t ru}mI.SI tﬁ(‘)llil.d beIgtivseTTs b be g?r? o
agreed that Education up to Class VI sh oo the Loy Serally
ome hills, and that they should thenc]lD ihg;:ef{;c?ﬁgggt%nltles for “tragn;  their
mechanical pursuits or agriculture, an ‘ . for
College Edunation should only be ghYsn 49 ‘iﬂfj’gg\lj;{(mal boys s> ¢
know whether the then Government o the policy to wgment Or the O Not
Government committed themselves £ far T they aici T referre:; Present
present Government had gone only so le in the }E—I‘{mg ! haye g Ifthe
to meet the educational needs of the pe(ljlpt the G Ul areyg in v oone
financial iroumstances. But it scms & %, ciF Hovernmeny T ew op
at all for Sccondary Education 70 “and evey (0 poligy
Education until recently.’ i Prirnar
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1 hope the hop, Membey Q | :
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Rev. L. GATPHOH : Only one or two minutes, more Sir. If T am
not allowed to speak for a minute or two more, I cannot make a good case
for my people, Sir, the Jowai subdivision is more than self-supporting and
has been heavily taxed, a fact which is known to all Government oflicials.
Lands and houses are taxed, Stamps and Registration Acts are in force and
on the top of it impress labour which is another form of taxation still prevails
in the country. The people of my constituency are fully conscious that
Government are not acting on the principle laid down by them, namg:ly,
that payment of revenue is realised on grounds of providing communica-
tions, sanitation and all kinds of education and other facilities. 1 have
been told, whether in jest or earnestness, that there is no use asking a favour
of or arguing with the present Government.......

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope this will do.

Rev. L. GATPHOH : To be short, Sir, I am not asking for any
favour, but I demand what in justice belongs to the pcople of my consti-
tuency by right, and I do so because 1 have an exalted idea of the ofﬁgc
of the Ministers who hold the public money in trust. And I hope they will
do justice to people of my constituency.

The Hon’kle the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved-— ’

“ That the total provision of Rs.35,96,100 under grant No.16, Major
head—37.—Education, at page 113 of the Budget, be reduced
by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.35,96,100
do stand reduced by Rs.100. . )

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I'he grievances
made out by my hon. friend Rev. Gatphoh have been taken notice 0
by Government. The Director of Public Instruction will vitit his place 1n
April and he may submit proposals regarding the schocl from what he w111l
be able to gather from the constituency which the hon. Rev. G_ratpho 1
represents. I should, however, like to say a_word to him and that I1s, that
he should also try, at any rate, to se¢ that if he wants a High School, 2

building may be possible for him to be raised from the donations of the

public. Beyond this, I do not propose to say anything now. The Director
of Public Instruction, I am sure, will go and look after the matter an_d after
that the Government will examine the propqsal. I suppose that with this
assurance, the hon. member will withdraw this motion. , ;
"Rev. L. GATPHGH : On the assurance given by the Hon’ble Premier;
I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. ;
The motion was. by leave of the House, withdrawn. / :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I shall now put the original motion
before the House. The question is—
¢ That a sum notqcxceeding Rs.35,96,100 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the

year ending on the 31st March, 1940 for the administration of

‘ the head—37.—Education (other than European).”’
The motion was agreed to.

Adjournment.

The Assembly was then adjourned till 11 a.m. on Monday the 27th
March, 1939.° .

SHiLLONG * ‘ - A. K. BARUA,
The 29th May, 1939, Secretary, Legislative Assembly; Assam.
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