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Proceedings of the: Sixth: Sessiom of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the: Government
of India Act, 1935

THE AssEmMBLY met in the Assembly Chamber, 'S‘liiilong,v at 1l a. mi, on
Thursday the 23rd' March: 1939

Complaint r¢ receipt of answers to certain questions late from
Government

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir. Before' we
take up the questions, I like to rise on a point of order. )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: In what connection ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: With regard to questions,
Sir.  Notices of certain questions were sent to Government to elicit infor-
mation earlier with a view to discuss certain mat_ters l.)ut those questions are
placed for answer after we have finished those dxscusm_ons. So may I ask the
Ministry through you, Sir, to see whether these informations may be
supplied earlier ? e )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Thereisa practice that when an
hon. member desires to utilise answers to some questions in any debate
that he should indicate while sending notices of questions ﬁllz}t the_ answers
would be required for the purpose of being used lfllconnecuon with some
discussions. When that is done Government generally ;lak_e care’ to-supply
informations in good time. But if there is really no such- indi ‘ation: on: the
part of an hon.  member at the time of sending n_Oglcels of questions that
certain answers would be required in connection w1t1}11: 1e discusion of any
matter on the floor of the House, then I don’t k‘?owd, ow Government can
understand that the answers would be so reququdfan -arrange to answer the
questions before the discussion for which the in Olématlon§ are required is
aétua]ly- begun. Of course, I may ask Gos?rilr{le:tﬁo antlct{pate as far as
practicable the intentions of members ug er ymtbh ¢ question tabled. ang
arrange to answer those questions, in. good time, %answers (tio_ which  they
understand are intended to be used in connelcjtlon \lw N srome Jdiscussions op
the floor of the House. But unless the members t 1er.111§‘e V‘;]S 1ndlcate. at the
time of sending notices of questions their desire tIO ?ﬁl 1ie tGe answers in con-
nection with the discussion Oln f}(:rt?‘rla?orrrnnittti(e)l:’ o tini: > overnment may

3 ’ supply the 1 = ) .

ol al\'lfr;?lsasti: ;IIJ'léftIcA:iMlI\)'FAD AMJAD ALI: i_n- Casgthwe Indicate by
Wwriting that the answer will1 be r(’(zl(}u{il:g) rlrr;1 :;)ircl)rrllcg on With- certain mageey
then will rnment supply us the : o

'I“AI:E (ii);:’ble the pSPhE‘gifI; ivil}??:qlg‘;: thﬁi‘%&zzﬁg\gll have tq
mention the dates also by which they wil’ requie e miormation.. -

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN. CHAUDRURY, |
mentioned the date when I sent notice: of-a. quf.,sug}'

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : hItS 1t SO ! course,
mistakes in some cases due to oversight. S .

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD AL}E- rgherbe as a discussion. on the
administration of civil justice in Shillong é € aIY efore Yesterday bug the
answers in that connection are coming to-day. It would have been ve
much profitable if these answers could have been given earlier, L §

there may be
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That discussion was raised on a cut motion
and Government could not anticipate that the information would be required
for that. Ifthe member had indicated that the informations were being
sought. for -the-purpose of discussing a cut motion, then of course, Govern-

--ment would-have supplied the informations required.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: My hon. friend
Maulavi Magbul Hussain Chaudhury says that he indicated that the infor-
mation would be required for that particular purpose ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Did the hon. member indicate that ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY:
Yes, Sir, - I wrote in my letter that I would require the answer on such and
such date.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Of course, if such dates are given then
I think, Government will do well to supply the informations in time.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS
- (to' which'oral answers were given)
Wardha scheme of education

ask_ c11\‘I'é1’11la’.vi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY
ed:
*148. 'Will Government be pleased to state what are the special features

“Qf theﬂ Wa.rdha scheme of Education which they want to introduce in rural
areas'of this Province ?

' The Hon’ble 'Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :
' 148.—Thg question might best be briefly answered by quoting the words
of Mr." Gandhi—‘“Education should be self-supporting. By education
‘mean ‘an all round drawing out of the best in child and man, body, mind
,?nc.l spirit. = Literacy is not the end of education nor even the beginning.
t 1s only one of the means whereby man and woman can be educated.
:’f‘;}d thm'fffore;begin the child’s education by teaching it a useful hand,l,'
,Tﬁg and enabling it to produce’ from the moment it begins its training -
stud‘girncular craft is made on the basis of general education, so thaf the
intellig: not only becomes an expert in the art but learns to take a real an
eligent Interest in everything that he finds about him.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Sir, arc we not following the
OMEIess programme in this province regarding education ?

"The Hon’® CQides . o 3 - :
Prapticable,()n ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes Sir, as far as

1 kr;&“;::)a"i' Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY :  Sir, may
the’ConumI'I':tthg Hon’ble Premier whether he ha: gone through the report ©
The Homhla tocd Over by Dr. Zakir Hussain.
Maulavs ‘M‘?vsrl]_ut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes, Sir.
Scheme UHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Is it a fact that the Wardha
°Ime was evolved.by Mahatma ‘Gandhi ?
evolved by ks e ' Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: It was not really
Abavin upy_ blm' . Of course, he had the outline, but the whole scheme was
Mahatms - é’a I;’cldh(i].omncl,lttee of Experts which was called to Wardha by

TRTIR Zy m—"

//'—“—'-“—--— -
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) Maulavi. Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : -
it a fact that in page 8 of the report of Dr. Zakir Hussain Committec Slr? o
1:1“11':'1(.-,- heading ‘Basic principle’ it is written as follows :__f‘A:Ty :::(Il,csrilc“umfl'
education designed for Indian children will in some respects radically d(: N
fl()l}‘l that adopted in the West. For unlike as in the West. IY differ
nation has adopted non-violence, as the method of peace, for ’11111 . adiathe
round freedom. Our children will therefore need to be ’tau;r] t‘ (i ] _all~
ily of non-violence over violence™, ght the superior-
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : It ma be Si .
have got the quotations just now before me. ay be Sir. I
Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY -
we know whecher this includes the creed of non-violence ? “"May
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I think, Sir. the ;
is that by this education, non-violence may be inculcated in the 1e idea
students. ’ 1€ Spirit of
Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: g ;
fact that Mahatma Gandhi is regarded by his followers as an ‘Aba.t-u-’ Sp It a
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member can onl(r .k
information regarding the administration of the Government. But)w?s for
Mahatma Gandhi is regarded by his followers as an ‘Abatar’ is not cerltm'her
a question which relates to the administration. I cannot allow any d_a-lnly
sion of the Wardha scheme by means of questions and answers B}L t 1Scus-
hon. member wants to discuss about it, he may table an appr.o riL if the
motion. bPriate cut
Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY.
question is relevant because the question is with regard to the g el '1 My
tures of the Wardha scheme. pecial fea-
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOTI: It is for the Hon®
aker to judge what is relevant and what 1s not relevant, byt as IOI;a]?(lje
1 3

Spe
ation on the line of the Wardha scheme may incu e
ay Ucate SPIrit of

the educ

non-violence in the students. .
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, are Government awars of the £
act

that this scheme is highly denounced by the Mussalman institutiong of th
e

countries such as Jamyat-ul-Ulcma and others ?
The Homn’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: No, Sir, I 223 . 1)
‘ e

for the information of my hon. friend that this scheme s Fit .
denounced by the Mussalmans. con

MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHA‘UDHURY

Maulavi Dewan
challenge. I
Mgulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUD
HURY .

Will the Hon’ble Minister take it from me that the President .
Jamyat-ul-Ulema Conference, held at Delhi, has denounced the 82{1 the Jag
The Hom’kle Srijut GOPINATH EARDOLOI: 1 do pogj o2 ?
but I can tell the hon. member that this scheme has biey NOw that
accepted. There was a little trouble in the Central Pro\;incesl generau;
Vidyamandir Scheme, which was supposed to have he Ver the
somewhat in the line of the Wardha Scheme ; but the diffore n dy wn
amicably settled between the Musl'm League and the Ce 1Ce hag beep
Government. Ntral Proy; o
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSA
Has the Hon’ble Premier read the Presidential elilc?dr CHAUD
Maulana Abdul Huq Madani, the President of the oy delivereq %
Conference at Delhi ? Jamyat-ul.[_]le
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: N, g; A
' 2 OIT,
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN (?HA[_JDHU’RY:
May I invite hisattention to the remarks in the Presidential address
regardi ‘dha' Scheme ?

F oy Th%gl-tll:)i’l‘)q,:rdshrijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: If the hon. mem-
ber kindly supplies: me with a'copy of the address, I shall be glad to go
through it.

: lgfaulavi! MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY:

I am sorry that address was delivered in Urdu.

' Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Isthe
Hon’ble Premier aware that the Hon’ble Maulavi A. K. Fazlul Hugq, the
Premier and Education Minister of Bengal, vehemently denounced the
Wardha Scheme at the All-India Educatior: Conference held in Patna ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I am not aware
of that, but the grounds for his objection might have been other than
religious.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Then
how'does the Hon’ble Minister make such sweeping remarks that Muslims
did not condemn this scheme ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: As far as I know,
it was not. condemned in the manner in which my hon. friend wants to do.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: The Hon’ble Premier just now said
that he was not aware that Jamyat-ul-Ulema condemned this scheme. I'f
he is convinced that the Jamyat-ul-Ulema in its last conference at Delhi
glenounced this scheme, is the Hon’ble Premier prepared to give up the
idea of working out the scheme in this Province ?

. The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: The main ques-
tion is whether the scheme affects any religion. To my knowledge, it defi-
nitely does not, On the other hand it inculcates a spirit of belief

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Sir’
th_e Premier is a non-Muslim, and so he doecs not know how this schem®
will affect our religion. In this respect we know far more than him W€
doinot believe in the Congress principle of non-violence. 1 am a better
duthority regarding Muslim religion than he is.

The Hon’ ble the SPEAKER : I may at this stage again intervene
and point out to the hon. members that it is of no use to ask Goyernment
Whether they are aware of the opinions held by Muslims of other provinces
abquf( the Wardha Scheme. The Government are trying to introduce this
scheme, and if the scheme is not liked by the people of this Province, it1s
open to the hop, members to table a motion to discuss the undesirable
fe?’mres of the scheme and press upon the Government that the scheme
ought net to be introduced That would be the proper procedure. But 1
qO not think it i fair from .the standpoint of practical business to ask

OVCI‘nme

nt wh has been done eclsewhere, O
what the peop cther they are aware of what :

le of the other Provinces say about the scheme and so on.
we tﬁ?ﬁ‘,}.‘j“\ﬁ Dewan Ni’f{;ﬁﬁ%}“ﬁmy AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Sir,
Tl 5 Shimsg

: o i . : - the
are in. a minority in this House, the Congress are U

Part 1 ) i c - . ijon
suggested by gmind VYC are sure to be outvoted if we bring a motl

chang‘;he»lilpn,ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member is to take 2
aré not. in faslo?}b?that’ all the members of the Congress-Coalition Party
Maulavi MI?H‘iI&Wardha‘ Scheme.

: the
tyranny of the majority ;VIAD AMJAD ALI: Arc we to submit to
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I cannot help the hon. member
the majority party which carries on the Government under a Pﬂrli'uilm.e
system of Government, which may 'be considered by some people a; i _‘fltm'y
by the majority. Yranny

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: May 1 request the
questioner, Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury, tto et lon,
House know what is his creed—whether violence or non-violence ? the

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY . (Wi
emphasis) :— Violence (Loud laughter.) ’ 1th

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: As the hon. membe
violence as his creed, I would beseech the Hon’ble Speake
safety in this House (Laughter from all sides).

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I was really going to warn ]
member as to the consequences of the acts he'may undertake ip purﬂ:e Sos
his profession of the creed of violence. ance of

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB ‘CHAUDHURY . I
creed, there is provision for Jehad and so I said I cannot SUbSCril;c tn my
creed of non-violence . O the

It is

r ‘has professed
I'to ensure oy

Administration of Civil Justice in‘Shillong
‘Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN 'OHOUDHURY asked

*149. Will'‘Government be pleased to state—
(@) Whether the Code of 'Civil Procedure and the Indian Tjn:
tion Act are in‘force in ‘the British portion of the Shlimlta-
town ? llon_g

(b) If not, why ? R _ A
¢) Is it a fact that the Indian Limitation Act s cl

i in the Courts of Shillong? osely followeq
d) Is it a fact that the same principle is not followe ;
e of Civil Procedure ? If not, why not ? In the ¢age

¢) Do Government propose to direct the Shillop

) follow henceforth the Code of Civil Procedure %lo(st?lutt.ato
the Indian Limitation Aci ? 4 y like
Are Government aware that due to the nan-enfor

(f)the Code of Civil Procedure in the British ‘noorltciement of

Shillong Town, all Government employees ara . on of the

the benefit of the provision.of the .Code of -Civil 'rslgé’ilved of
(¢) If so, will Government be pleased to state whether g ure ?
- ey have

taken any action, so that the .Government
Shillong may get such benefit in future ? “Mployees iy
*150. (a) Is it a fact that there is a ‘Governm_ent order for § )
the spirit of ithe Code of Civil Procedure by the Shillong Const bl Ollo.wmg

said .order is not observed by the said Court ? ‘that the
(b) (i) Isit a fact that the pay of an  Assistant in the . |
Commissioner of Excise has been attached by. the 'Shillong | office of the

. - : oo s Gou b
his pay is not attachable according to the provisions of he o=t althey h
Procedure ? be Code «of ’Gi%il

(iZ) If so, have Government taken any action

victim from such an.order of the Court and whether they B to rt::lie\ze the
order .to .the said Court asking not to pass-such order iy .futurgvpe issueq any
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The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN replied :
149.. (a)—No. ) e e s .
(b)—Because at present the administration of civil justice 1n
Shillong tuwn is governed by the rules framed by the Governor, prior to the
1st April 1937, under the powers vested in him by section 6 of the Scheduled
Districts Act, XIV of 1874.

(¢)—Yes: in disputes between persons who arc not natives of the
-areas :—

Sadiya Frontier Tract.

Balipara Frontier Tract.

Naga Hills."

Khasi and Jaintia Hills.

Garo Hills.

Lushai Hills.

Lakhimpur Frontier Tract.

North Cachar Hills.

Sibsagar and Nowgong Mikir Hills Tracts. _

(d), (¢), (f) and (g)—Under rule 37, the Courts are guided by

the spirit but not_.bound by the letter of the Code of Civil Procedure. .
the reference in these questions is to section 60 of the Code as amended 11
1937, it is a fact that the conditions, under which the salary of a Govern-
ment employee can be attached, are there more liberal than those Il
rule 34(1) Proviso (i)(1) by which the Shillong Court is at present bou{ld-
It is. not proposed however to amend this or any other rule till the question
of the possibility of introducing the Code in Shillong town has been examined
and Government hope to do so shortly.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Is the Hon’bl¢
Minister aware of the fact that the Shillong Municipality and Cantonment
fall within the British Indian territory ?

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Yes, Sir.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Is the Hon’ble
Minister aware of the fact that the Civil Procedure Code extends throughout
the length and breadth of British India ?

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Yes, Sir.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Then how does he
say that the Civil Procedure Code does not apply to the British portion .
the Shillong town in view of the fact that Shillong Municipality and Canton~
ment are within British Indian Territory ? ot

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Even in Britis
India, the partially excluded and excluded areas are not governed by th";’
Civil Procedure Code. Besides that even in included areas there are_ placet
which are governed by Regulation made under the Scheduled Districts Ac
referred to in reply to question 149(5). sble

. Maulavi. ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Is the Hon d -
inister aware of the fact that the Order-in-Council of 1936 has exclude
this area from the Governor’s Excluded areas ? .
~ The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I am not aware of tha -
_ Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know what 27"
the Hon’ble Minister’s objections to introducing the Code of Civil Proce
dure in Shillong Courts so far as the British territory is concerned ?
dhik The . Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I have no objection to
at,

- . 1ot . . e
¢ Government are considering this question, and they hope to com
0 a solution shortly.
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Srijut DEBZSWAR SARMAH: Docs the Honble Minister kaow
that the Code of Civil Procedure is sometimes noc [ollowed C\(n in the
““ Included ™ areas 2 What does the Hon'ble Minister Propose to do 1‘{:
cerrain munsifis having summary powers passed decree against Pyg form:z
defendants against whom no relief was sought. The appellate Courts pro-
bably have I'ttle time to look into these small matters. A

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : I think Government has 1o jurisdictior
to interfere in a matter like this. Tt is the concern of the Appellate Courts X

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: I suppose Government has po_\\“ksmt
excrcrse their discretion in the matter of granting powers to any muﬁsiﬁ.‘kq (i
this power should be carcfully bestowed ? e

.’l l’e'Eron‘?bic the SPFAKER ¢ { do not coe what possible answer co-
be given it a Court pesses a decrce against a pro fornva delendants, T E
to ke tsted in appellate Courts.  Courts generally show good reasong "}a »h
they pass a deeree against a defendent. What can Government do “"['l‘; 2
maiter is purcly judicial, and remedy can b2 obtained in appellate Qo "y
And 1 therelore think it is not a proper question, urts,

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : I submit Sir, the civil administrg t;
is functioning and the Government should sce that judicial powers ag il
abused. <€ not

Srijut ROEINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Am I to understang
rclating to the administration of civil justice in Shillong, the S(:hed‘ul d thp.t
tricts Act is shortly going to ke revised ? ed Dis-

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINT KUMAR SEN: Yes, Sir.  As I
alrcady said tl:c otler day, we have already arranged to call a Confer 1lave
‘which will be held in the first week of May to counsider this qucstion‘ ercuce

The Hon’ble Jabu KAMINI KUMAR SEN replicd :

150. (a)—Yes. £o far as Government is aware the rule (37
obscrved. 7)
(b) (@)—Yes. X .

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The questuon wag 150(5) "
“Is it a fact that the pay of an Assistant In t!u‘: office of the C‘ommiSSiQ (7)\
Excisc has been attacled by the Shillong - Court although his pay illtl‘ of
attachable according to tl;? px;?v1sxons of the Code of Civil Procedure D,S’ not

The reply is— ‘b(7)—Yer- . R :
II:Iow c;nythat m}({g place ? The spirit of the Civil Procedure C
not becn followed in that particnlar easn ? ode has
The Hon’ble Bab: KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I haye

. - Te :
the spirit is followed, but the Court is not bound to follow the let“tgilegf At
Civil Procedure Code. _ 5 the
v Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: The Spirit o
law has not been followed here.  There is a departure, Sir, M, OF the

he Hon’ble Minister if the spirit has been obscrved in this pap 'gﬁt fron,
' The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Byt Fhe C?:&ar Case 2
bound to follow the letter of the Givil Procedure Code. Tt s not
Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY . When L
been a departure in this case, how can he say that the spirit i = t °re hag
The Hon’ble The SPEAKER : I think this 15 5 Attee 51Fr1tame e
Different people may understond the spirit of the law in diffep, Opiigy,
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May | know ays,

.

spirit of the law bas got to be followed judicially or arbitl‘arily Xheth:r the
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The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I have alrecady said
that ‘spirit’ is a delightfully vague term. It is for the Court to imterprete it
in any way it thinks fit.
~Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALY: Will the Honbl= Bfinister
expl?in whether the spirit of the law has been observed judicially or arbi-
trerily ?

s The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister has already
replied that ‘spirit” s a vague terms, and I was telling the House that
different people might understand it differently.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know from the
Hon’ble Minister his views as to the spirit of the Iaw 2
; The Hon’bie Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I have alrcady saicl
that ‘spirit” is a delightfully wague term. It s diffieuls to define it.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Docs the Hon’ble Minister
find any difficulty in saying thatin. this ease the spirit was not followed ?

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : Sir, all that I can say
s that it can be interpreted in any way.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: In view of such outragc-
ous conduct, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to expedite the applica-
tion of the Civil Procedure Code in. Shillong ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : He said that a Cemmittee has becrr
appointed, and it will sit by the first week of May.

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN replied :

250. (8)(#i)—The member isreferred to the reply to question No.149
(d), (¢), (f) and (g)- questi

Establishment of a Medical School at Sylhet

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :
#151. (a) Is it afact that the people of Surma Valley are pressing
Government for a long time for starting a Medical School at Sylhet ?
: (6) Will Government be pleased to state whether thcy propos®
10 open the Medical School at Sylhet from July next ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied:
151. (a)—Yes.
())—The hen. member may refer to the replies given to the
starred question No.47 asked at this session by Maulavi Abdur
- Rahmam, M.L.A. N
‘Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: My question was: wild
Government be pleased te state whether they proposc to open the Medical
School at Sylhet from July next ? 'The reply referred to was relating to one
regarding standard of medical teaching. It does not matter whether it 15 &
eollege or a schoal. .
My point is whether they intend opening a mcdical jnstituctod
either a school or a college from the next session ? ' o
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: It is not possible teo opc™ the
aschool from July next. j
1% Vr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May we have some idea ? ]
not from July next, may we expect that it_will be opened from July 1940 *
. The Hom’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: 1 cannot give a (k-,ﬁnllte
eriod. This much I can say that it is under the consideration of Govern-=
‘ment, and Gorernment will consider.
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) Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : May T know from which vear
it has been under the consideration of the Government ? :

Thz Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: From 1927 (laughtzr).
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May I know from the Hon'ble

I\“n‘iﬁl('l'.\\'h.;lt are the matters that are standing in the way of opening a
medical institution at Sythet 2

The Hon’ble Srijat RAMNATH DAS: Government jg not in a

position %o fimaros the scheme,

Mr, BAID"YAN‘ATH MOOKERJEE: If the financial position impro-
wes in the noar future, will ¢he Hon’ble Minister take up ‘the matter in
bhand ? :

The Hen’ble the SPEAKER : This is a hypothetical question.

Babu HARENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHUR] - May I have fro
the Hon’ble Minister, if the Agricultural Income-tax Bill be passed he w.‘ﬁ
Yook into the matter ? 1

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This is again a hypothet; 2 :
MEx, BAIDYANATH. MOOKERJEE: Arc we t'opundc:*lsctgldqutc;lsuoqf
the finances improve he will consider the matter i‘hvourably ? at
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS:  Yes, Siv
Maulavi MUHAMMD AMJAD ALI: Arc we to ’underst
the finances improve, it has been decided to Start the scheo) ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS - There are many pro;
tying with us. Projects
Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: May I a5k if thi
projcct will be given preference ? this
The Hon’ble Srijuat RAMNATH DAS : In addition to man
schemes with me there are other projects which are not in my POl‘tleigt}gfi
Wt

which may be important. e
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOXKERJEE :  Will the Hoppj Minster |
e

pleased to inform the House that so far as his portfolio is Céncerneq thig ;
S 13

. s e 4
one of the most important projects : ‘
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon'ble Minister

and that i

has alreaqy

replied.

P Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: wij .
Minister be pleased to state that of all.ncw projects, this Medicy] Sl on’hla..
Sylhet will reccive the first preferential treatment ? 100l op

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : Yes, I admit iy
admit that the Dibrugarh Medical School should alse be iumVeh ut alsg
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHA‘U'DHUR.I : May I ;'n()w N 1-
Hon’ble Minister is prepared to take into consideration after the p:} 1ethey ¢
Income-tax Bill is passed ? gricultura[ .
 The Hen’ble the SPEAKER : That question hag alread 3
Maulavi MD. MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURy D been ag 0
nath Mookerjee willing to join us in a vote of censure gons. S Mr, Ba; oo
ment in this matter ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This i3 r cally
thetical question.

gaingt the ‘Géil Yas

in the Nature of 5
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Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Am I to understand that
the Hon’ble Mirister will give Sylhet the first claim over other departments,
or to the Berry-White Medica! School ?

: The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS : 1 have already given 2
reply.

Treasury defalcations
Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN asked :

%152, (a) Will Government be pleased to state the total number of
Treasury decfalcations which occurred during the last ten years in the
Province ?

(5) What is the total oss, the Government incurred in cach Trea=
gury in these defalcatioris ?

(¢) What steps have been taken by Government to prevent such
defalcations and to protect Government against such loss ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED rcplied :

152, (¢)—Three ; viz., Jorhat, Gauhati and Sylhet.

(b)—
— .y - Amount Amourit 1.0ss
defalcated recovered
Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p-
Jorhat in . 6,067 0 0 6,067 0 0 nil.
Gauhati ... 27,195 13 6 13.415 10 6 13,780 3 O
Sylhet ... 13965 13 © 1,706 0. O 72,265 13 O

(¢)—The defalcations were mainly due to slackness and negli-
gence in observing the rulzs.  All Officers, who were found guilty, Wer¢
adequately punished. .

pMaulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Mayv I ask the
Ion’ble Minister whether this ir clud s the Tahsil Office at Patharkandi ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKESRUDDIN ALl AXMED: The above
information only refeis to Treasuiies.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : Have the Government taken steps to
prevent such defalcations in the future ?

The Iz’fon’ble Mz, FARHRUDDIN ALY AHMED H The. SupchiS;Oll
of these Treasuries is rcgulated under the ) ules prescribed by the Govern-
irent, and Governaient have iscued instructions to the local officers to the
effect that they are to cxercise stiicter vigilanze over their Treasuri.s.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAEMIN: Do the Government take cash
security from the Officer in Charge ?

The Hox'kle Br, FLEHAUDDIN ALI ATIMED : Not from the
Officer in Charge, but {from the Treasurer. ‘

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Were the parties responsible
punished ? v ' : ,

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: In some €25
they were prosecuted, and in other cases the matter is sub judice.

Srijut ROMINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May 1 know why there
was such a small recovery in the case of Sylhet ?

e iy |

“’M‘“‘m’&

-



S

1939.] QUELSTIONS 621

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED : Because the
persons who were found cuilty either could not pav or were already in Jail.
) Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Isit not a fact that
in the case of the Ganhati Treasury a portion was realised from the Treasur-
cr, the Treasury Officer and the Deputy Commissioner ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Yes, a portion of
the amount was realised from them.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Then why was this not
donc in the case of the Sylhet Treasury ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Because the
Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet was not considered to have slackencd in the
work of supervision.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Was the Deputy Co
missioner of Gauhati found guilty ? ‘ T

The Hen’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : It was found t}
he had not done his supervision work propetly. 1at

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: M
the treasuries are audiied ?

The Hon’ble Mr. TAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED : Yes, Sir,

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Are they ins
ed and audited annually ? bect-

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Not ang
but frequently. \ually

Maulavi ASHRATFTUEDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : By whom »

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: By ¢
Commissioner and other ofticers. CPuty
Maulavi ASHRARUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: A they e
in it ? Y CXpertg

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHERUDDIN ALI AHMED They
ed te know something of Ticasury work.

Maulavi ASERAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Wep..

ay I know jf

are >
CXpect

equally responsible for these defaleations duc o their latches an | Dtt'lglﬁ):, notg
for supervision ? 8ence
The Hon’kl: Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: No, g;. S
as we arc aware they were not. O fap
Maulavi ASHRAFUDIDIN MD. C}ILAL}UPEE??V . Was they N
ir 1c mn ut who was responsible fo ne glicen 5 an
cnqurf[x l);eml_alz;,l {])1 g ’I&ro. FAKHRUDD]IN ALI ABMED: A C‘iésc y
quired 1nto. . attey
W anlavi ASERAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : May 1 >
any commiitce has cver been called 2 N Low ip
Tle Hon’ble My, FAKITRUDDIN AL}I AHMED . No Ty
has ever been called. = nnltee

Srijut RORINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Isitnot g ct
Treasurer o the Sylhet Treasury is a brother-in law cf one of the at the

- 3 =Y 7 In&
the Ccngress Party in the Assembly ?T be
of 1%‘119 I{t’cn’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: i - rs
f that, Sir. aw
o) Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I mean the Are
behind the Government benches. Part Sitty,

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED -

of that. T ATTrVEE . not Awa,
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDEHURI: Wi the M [\

ter Le pleased to enquire ?
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The Hon’blec Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Yes, Sir.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS : May we know when this defalcation took
Place at Sylhet ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN AL AHMED: T am not in a
Position to give the exact date, but it took place before we took over charge

of the Government. ) )
Srijut KAMZSWAR DAS: May we know the approx mate date ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: It was between
two and three years ago.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: May I know what punish-
Mment was given to the officers responsible ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : There were
many officers i.wolved and I am unable to give the details until I go through
the papers.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: The persons  responsible
were certainly Government servants and a porton of the money could have
been easily recovered from them.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED: Punishn’lcnt has

een given by this Government also.

Re an additionzl Anglo-Persian Teacher in the Dhubri Government
' High School

Maulavi GHYASUDD'N AHMED asked :

 *153. (a) Are Government aware that the Dhubri Government High
Sehool contfaings the largest number of Moslem boys in the Province ?

A (b) Is it a fact that there has been a persistent demand for an
additiona] Anglo-Persian teacher in the Dhubri Government Higsh School ?

_ (¢) Are Government aware that Nowgong and Jorhat High Schools
have additional Arglo-Petsian teachars though the number of Moslem boys
15 less than that of the Dhubri Government High School ?

i {d) Isit a fact that Government have been promising to provide
an additiona] Anglo-Persian teacher at Dhubri for the last 4 or 5 years ?

. (¢) Is-it a fact that the Director of Public Instruction has been
;ECOmgneziding an additional Anglo-Icrsian teacher for this school for some

ars ; :

P, bl (f) If so, do Government propose to give effect to the Director of

Pl Instruction’s recommendations immediately ?

The Hon'ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

153. (a)—This does not appear to be a fact.
b)—Yes.
(¢)—Yes. Sofar as the Jorhat School is concerned. There is
only one Islamic teacher in the Nowgong School.
would he C%Q;;ilgroéd}?ut- only said in the August session, 1937, that the matter
(6)—Yes. ‘
(/' )—The matter is under consideration,
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Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: May I know from the Hon’ble
Premier wlu:thc;r.hc had consulted the Government records before  he iy
pared this reply ?

The Hon’blo Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: The matter  has
been brought to my notice—that isall I can say.

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: Docs he consider the urgency of
the case and if so whether he is going to appoint an additional teacher ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: ] have already
said that the matter is under consideration.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know how many
pupils of the An_«;l()-l’crs_i;m classes would justify the appointment of two
Anglo-l’crsi;m teachers ?

" The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATI.{ BARDOLOI: No definite standard
of the student population is fixed. It is always granted according to the
exigency of the case. .

~ Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Then whatis the Justifica-
tion for appointing two teachers at Jorhat ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: The matter was.

ossibly considered urgent by the Department. )

P*"Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALL: Then why the same o
not done in the case of Dhubri I'Ilgh‘ School ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: As I said the maitey
nder consideration. .

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHI}/IED : May ‘I know  what is .
number of I\luhumn_ladnn students of the Jorhat High School and Dhubrj
High School respectively ? . N

The Hon’ble SI'JJut GOT- INA_TH BARDOLOI: 7 he number $ni
Jorhat High School will be surely slightly lesser than that of Dhubri High
bChOI(\J'%aulaVi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Then why Government do not

sider it urgent as regards the Dhubii High School ?
con The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : As I said the

tter is under consideration. Iftl.e case was so urgent it would have beey,
;Jnc‘:“.r for the last Government to take action. At present we are consider-
ing the matter. C Mav k :

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : May I know whether he will he
“ble to consider the matter before Tst of Aprii ?
able ¢ e Hon’l Ie Srijut GOPINA™H BARDOLOI : That i difficult ¢y

It may be possible to consider the matter before 1st of July at an?

is u

say.
Tate: faulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : If the matter is very
1] the Hon’ble Minister take it up seriously ? '
wi The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: As I said the matt
5 der considcration and by the_ time the school wi!l.bc reopcned a.ﬁe; tler
i er vacation, Government will come to some decision, e
"™ Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : May I know what i the g
culty for considering the question ? Is it financial ? 1ffi-
’I'he Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOT: T thi. it wag
the ground of finance that the last Government could not provide 1y

urgent,
on’
Money,

(Starred questions No3.154-156 standing in the rame of Rev,
Nichols-Roy were not put and answered as the member was absent ) ML
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Newspaper article r¢ the Mauzadar of Telahi
Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA asked :

*157. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to an article
published in the Bi-weekly “Assamiya’ of the 2Ist October 1933 under the
caption “T33J A% A74R FHEATF €79 5531 P

' (b) If so, has any enquiry been held to ascertain the truth or
falsity of the allegations made therein about the Mauzadar of T'elahi ?

(c) Have Government received a representation from a large
number of people of Td?hi Mauza, dated the 7th January 1939, (L'anlili'l—l‘
ing of various mal-practices and oppressions committed by the said Mauza-
dar ?

. (d) If so, has any enquiry been held and any report received
about the allegations made in the representa tion ?

(¢) If so, will Government be plcased to lay thz report on the

table ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied :

L (a)——-Govcrnmcﬂ.t have seen the article.
(b)._,-rhc allcgat}ons in_ the article were also brought to the hot'ce
o Goyernment by some ralyats of the mauza through a pctition. A report
was called for and an enquiry was made by th: Subdivisional Officer. The
Depusy Commissioner .hz}s effected a settlement which has received theé
approval of the Commissioner.
.2 (¢)—Government received a copy of the representation L ddressed
to the Deputy Cormmissioner, Lakhimpur.
(d) and (¢)—No action is taken on copics _sent to Government
where the authority £ whom the original is sent is compc:tent to take

action.

Seijue RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: With regard to (o), may, 1
know what is the naturc of oppressions and mal-practices ol the Mauzadar

concerned

The Ho=n’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: It was com-
plained that the Mauzaflar concerned had realised revenucs in full from
the raiyals in respect of the year 1937-38 though they were remitted ot
account of flood. 1t was also complained that the Mauzadar had inters
fered with the election of the Chairman of the Village Authority.

- Srijut SARYESWAR BARUA: Will Government take any action
on the report which has been received from the Deputy Commissioner ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Action has
already been taken. The Mauzadar bas been compelled to take leave for

one years 1f found neccssary, further action will be taken.
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS
(To which answers were laid on the table)

Travelling and halting allowances drawn by the Hon’ble Ministers

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked:

93. Will Government be pleased to state the amounts dr
by each of the Hon’ble Ministers as their travelling and h

awn separately
in the months of December 1938, ]

alting allowan
anuary and February 1939 ? oo

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied :
93.—The hon. member is referred to the statement

unstarred question No.49(a) and () asked by Khan B
T\"_[Il.ii(l Chaudhury, M., A

supplied in

abadur Hajj

eply to
., in this session of the Assembly,

Abdui

Api:nointments in the Cement Factory, Chhatak

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

94. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The number of people of Chhatak who have h

e .
clerks in the Cement Factory there and the nu(::bilspof}ntcd as
who applied for those posts ? Ol people
(b) If any such appointments have since been made ?
(¢) If not, why not ?
(d) Isit a fact that some clerical appointments have been
the Cement Factory, Chhatak, at the dictation of so Made 4,
landlords there ? me loca]

(¢) Are Governn.ent aware that a European, having no

qualification has been appointed as the Managc:ec‘hnical
Factory ? of the

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied .

94. (a) to (¢)}—Government are not responsible for the intery,
ment of the Company provided the terms of the lease are carried a Anage
are therefore not in a position to answer the questions unless 5 bro WL Thay
terms of the lease is involved. - TTtach of thz

Damages of Crops caused by floods in some Mauzag of Dj},

Srijut JOGESCHANDRA GOHAIN asked : Sarh
95. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) Whether they received informations regarding g
caused by floods as well as insects in Rahamages ofigy,
Larua and some other Mauzas of Dibrugarh, (Iln ana, m?Ds
year P - YUling gy C il‘a,
B ast,
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() Whether Government received representations from the Raiyots
of the above-mentioned affected arecas praying for remission
of land revenue for the year on the above grounds ! .

(c) If so, did Government make any enquiry in response to the
above representations ?

(4) If not, do Government propose to make an immediate enquiry
and grant remission to those who really deserve it and pend-
ing enquiry, to issue orders staying realisation of land-
revenues in those areas ?

(e) If not, why ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED replied : {

95. (a)—Damage caused by flood to granaries, Sali seedlings etc., in
some of the villages in the mauzas mentioned situated along the f?z'allxildpu-
tra was reported by Deputy Commissioner in July last. Except a copy of
resolutions passed by a local Congress organisation in Jamira, Govcmﬁlcnt
do not appear to h.ave received any intimation of damage by insects.

(b)——C.O.pICS of resolutions sent to the Deputy Commissioner and a
copy of a petition addressed. to the President of the Dibrugarh District
Congress Committee were received from Larua and Jamira Mauzas.

(g)——Government do not take action on these copies sent to them
when the originals ha:ve been sent to the local authorities who are competent
to take action in the light of the rules or instructions incorporated in the
Land Revenu€ Manual. _

(d)—Government will ascertain whether any case called for relief
under the rules or instructions referred to above and if so, whether relief was

.

ranted. .
& (¢)—Does not arise.

Settlement of the stalls of the Dibrugarh Court

e e

Srijut JOGESCHANDRA GOHAIN asked :

06. (a) Are Government aware that there are two Tea stalls and one

et-n.leal stall at Dibrugarh Court and these stalls are annually settled on |

iz‘:fy high bid in public auctéor; to the great inconvenience of the litigant i
=i d others concerned ¥

pubhc anb OIf not, do Government propose to make an enquiry and settle

hese stalls at 2 reasonable upset price and pending decision, to jssue orders

:t:;icng settlement of those stalls ?

'ple Maulavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN replied :

' The Hon
6. (4)—Government are aware that there are three stalls, put have
eiic.d no complaints about these.
rec (b)-——-NO-
pamages to Roads and Bridges due to floods in Nowgong
grijut MAH! CHANDRA BORA asked : ;
1. (a) Are Government aware that successive floods from the Brahma- :
97. Aed extensive damages to roads and bridges 1n this year in the
putra :r? art of the district of Nowgong » '
wCstC ) ' o |
‘&‘ \

.
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b) Are over - . 5

( ) Arc Gon ernment aware of any representation from the Now
gong Local Board for financial assis * ired ?

h (¢) Are Goverr assistance to get the damages repaired :
Board and' nidcc\iJ b *-t}lmer-l.t aware that with the limited resources of the
‘ . DY the Government, it is not possible for the Board to
restore normal condition in the flooded areas ?
to tl () Vvtl”t-covefmlmc%t be pleased to state what response it has made
o the representation of the Nowgone ) ) AR dstance ?

() Are Government ; 'Song Local Board for financial assis -
he ¢ N7, f normal nNtaware that the claim for financial assistance for
the restoration ol normal conditions in the flood-devastated area in Nowgong
is a just and proper one ?

(/) Do Government propose to consider the case on its merit and
render necessary assistance to the Board at least for the restoration of the
normal condition existing before the flood ?

(¢) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have received
any report from the Executive Engineer about flood damages to roads and
bridges in Nowgong ? .

(k) Is it a fact that the Executive Engineer did not visit the flooded
area for inspection of the damages ? ;

(i) Is it a fact that the report submitted by him, i.e., Executive
Engineer was made in office without seeing the local conditions ? :

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN replied 1

97, (a)——-YCS.
(b)—Yes.
¢)~—Government appreciate the Board’s difficulties.
5(1)——-Government are awaiting the report of the Inspector of Local

Works.
¢)—Government fully sympathise with the Board, but cannot oyey
look the fact that the floods have seriously impaired their own financiga]
position. . :
—Government will consider the case.

(g)—The reply is in the negative.
(%) and (i)—Do not arise, but Government will enquire.

Appointment of Assistant Surgeons

Maulavi NAZIRUDDIN AHMED asked :

98. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the Medical Depar
pleased to state— : . .
(a) The total number of Assistant Surg?ons in the Assam
Service in the Civil and the Public Health Depart
the number represented by various communitjeg ?
(b) What steps Government propose to take tq ﬁli
percentage of Muslim representation in those De
99. (a) Isit a fact that Government have recently nO{{%rtlnents ?
recruitment of Assistant Surgeons in the Public Health De o ed f,, the
that preference will be given to the under-represented COInnIi rt.n}ent, statip,
(6) Ifso, will the Hon’ble Minister-in.charge p‘i:;tles ? g
€ state
Ca.lldidatt;;e

tment be

Med;ie
mentg ;Cnac}

Up the

number of vacancies and how these are going to the filled yp b
from different communities ? b by
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

p - ary  Assistant
98. (a)—Prior to the recent appointments of threc tempor ul\ :\stSISI 3
Tgeons in the Public Health Department, the cadre stood as follows :-

Medical Department ... 3 ;'
Public Health Department _F
44

Vacant 2

42

Of-thue, five were Muhammadans, eight Hindus of the A§s:un V.zl:c‘y‘, [\i\' Ctll\xi;.
Aindus of the Syrma Valley, one a Domiciled Hindu, on¢ a member o :
ribal Pepole, and fifteen ““others” (non-domiciled Bengalis.) e
b)——Govemment’s policy is to make recruitments <o .l;u 1% |)'o..ssll .u;
in Proportion to the communal claims and also to (,:onsu.lcr with Ing.lf -
thc Tequirements of the department and the neced of maintaining cfhiciency,
Whether it is possible to make up deficiencies in the existing cadre. e
99. (a)—The advertisement stated that preference . w‘)u.ld l)s-:_ o (.-n- <
candidates Possessing the Diploma of Public Health (which is so nnpmlt(ll N
2 requisite in the Public Health Department that it would have bee

. - 1@ Q tagc
Included in the minimum qualifications if it were not that there is shortag

o , . sad e s i
Of persons possessing it) or prepared to take it at their own cost as a LO,I:%C
tion of confirmation, Government, however, also reserved the right to gi

Preference tq under-
(b

represented communities. g
)—The three vacancies were filled on a temporary basis I)Y“‘—, blic
(1)—a Surma Valley Hindu possessing the .dlpl(l)m‘qj. of Fu
Health and also a special qualification in malauol'ogy £ eain
(2) —an Assam Valley Hindu who is expected shortly to ob
the diploma ; .
(3)—a Muhp;:)nmac,lan who gave the necessary undcrtakl'ng. Lse
the time when the Assam Valley Hindu can co_mplgte hls.C(l)uma
appointment, a Surma Valley Hindu possessing the dip Oany
the appointment on a purely temporary basis, without

nsideration for appointment in future.

Pending
and join the
Was offered
C alm to co

a i) s 2 5
Ann‘“““!el‘ltwnt of the result of the election to the Public Account
Committee.

the ren® Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 shall now announce
S

¥ . c.
Th ?'Slllllt of election of seven memtbers to the Public Accounts Committe
e follgw!

OWing are declared elected :—

1. Khap Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahmai,
2, Mr. Ke:;larmal Brahmin,
+ Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjec,

4. ‘Srijut ‘Purandar Sarma,
5.'Baby ‘Shibendra Chandra Biswas,

6. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy, and
T, Mr. F. w. Hockenhull,
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MOITINTI MOHAN GOSWAMI )

e Grant of motor license to Srijut Mohini Mohan Goswamij over
the Shillong-Gauhati Road.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: ),
Speaker, Sir, before we begin the other business of the House, I crave yom:
indulgence to permit me to make a statement before the House on g point
of personal explanation. The other day I was accused of making a false
allegation by the Hon’ble Premier regarding the grant of a license to
Srijut Mohini Mohan Goswami.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: 1 never said like
that.
Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY . Then I
did not get the paper to support the authenticity of my statement, NO\T, I
have got the paper with me and T will read a portion from it.  The H;)n’bl
Mr Gopinath Bardoloi, the Premier of Assam, writes, ‘“we fully recognise tl €
services of Srijut Mohint Mohan Goswami in the cause of  the E‘«On(rrelc
Party in the Asssmbly, particularly in securing the co-operation of th
tribal group’, Not only this. ;\nolh.cr statement was made by mno leSs]-e
person than Mr. Subhas Bose, the President of the Indian National Cf()n@‘cs(1
The paper says “Mr. Subhas Bose, the President of the Indian Na{iollsi
Congress remarks what you have done 1s good enough but we want m a
from you”. Again the paper says “Probably the most beautiful appreci 0
of Srijut Goswami flows [rom the pen of Mr. Arun Kumar
Member of Legislative Assembly, Barrister-at-Law, the Dcputy Leadey
the Congress Party in Assam Legislative Asscmbly”, I_‘Ic writes, “I-t Cr of
act of barest gratitude to acknowledge what Mr. Mohini Mohay, GOslS
has done to put my party into power in Assnm.. He is one of those -
but sincere workers who ceaselessly strove against the heaviest of odg
achieve this end”. A S to

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: 1 may tell the hon. member
nt with regard to what the Hon’ble Aat he
far beyond that. He has algo i
ts were not referred to yesterday. Thl

ation

was going to make a stateme

said, but the statement 1s going e

other members whose statemen [ ' i &
¢ to what the Hon’ble Premier sajd Vester on,

nber should only confin ']
P Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB GHAUDHURYd.aY'
question was whether the Hon’ble Premier wrote a letter of 1 :

tion and as a reward for his services he was given the contract,

ion K/II . “ARUN KUMA.R CHANDA : What is the date of the ;

cate granted by the Premier ? Certifi.
Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY .

Maulavi (V14 B : Ty
of the paper which published this is Ist of February, 1939. 1€ date

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Had the Hon’ble M, B
become the Premier when he gave that certificate ? © Dardolgy;

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY )

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARD(?LOI: I may ' Yes,
position. I am afraid the hon. member has misunderstooq . explaiy, the
I said on that occasion. was that I did not give any certificate 11 that
after I had assumed office and my stalement remains ty,q to anyhog
before. I did not say also that the hon. member was Just now a);
statement.  What I said is that if anything had appeared iy Mmaking . fals
effect that I had given a certificate at a particular times tha-a Paper tq the
never accused the hon member of making a false statep, Was falge €
it beneath the dignity of any member to accuse his college e consider
of falsehood or any charge of that kind., SUC in thig er

1‘emier

cCommengy, .
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Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Will the
Hon’ble Premier withdraw the words *“false statement” ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : He never said that the hon. member
was making a false statement.

The Assam Commissioners’ Powers Distribution Bill, 1939

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALY AFMED: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I beg to move that the Assam Commissioners’ Powers Distribution Bill,
1939 (introduced in and passed by the Assam [egislative Gouncil) be taken
into consideration,

Sir, the Secretary of State has sanctioned the abolition of the post of
the Commissioner of the Surma Valley and Hill Division. It is proposcd to
give effect to this from the Ist April 1939. I'rom that date the work at
present done by the Commissioner will devolve on the Commissioner
of the Assam Valley Division. The primary objcct of the Bili 18
to legalise this. Morcover, in order  to relieve  the  Gom-
missioner of some of his present  statutory dutics, — provision is made
in the Bill for the transfer to the Revenue Tribunal of the powers of the
Commissioner as an appellate and revising Court in revenue matters.
This will also achieve the object of adding considerably  to the work of the
Revenu:z Tribunal which is not at present a full time job. Further more 1t
is proposed to relieve the Commissioner of certain ol his statutory dutics
under the Assam Local Self-Government Act and the Assam t\‘IuniCipal
Act. Lastly by the addition of the words “or such other authoritics as the
Provincial Government may direct” or corresponding words, provision has
been made for the discharge of duties devolving on the Comimnissioner in tl_lc
event of the remaining post of Commissioner being  also abolished. S
this Bill was introduced and passed in the Upper House in the carlier part
of this month when the Legislative Council mect during this month. I com~
mend this Bill for the acceptance of this Housc with the hope that hon-
members will help us in expediting this legislation 50 that the work for which
the Bill is sponsored may be undertaken from the beginning of 1st ApH

1939. 5

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We on this side of
the House, Sir, welcome this Bill ; for it is a necessary corollary  to the
attitude which the Government previous to this, took. I thank all hon-
members of this House that they by their vote enabled the then Government
headed by me to press upon the Secretary of State the abolition of one of th¢
Commissioners in the province which has been accepted. I mentioned then
that as the Commissioner has been given certain statutory _duties under
various Acts, it would be impossible to abolish both the Commissioners at the¢
same time. 1 am glad, Sir, that the reasoning whi_0h I advanced at .that
time has been accepted by my erst-while critics, 22 the present Cabinet.
(Hear, hear and cheers.)

My purpose in standing before this House now is not to congratulat®
myself for having converted my friends opposite to 1y point of view but t©
criticise ?helt‘ action in taking away one right of appeal from the litigants n
the province by this Bill. In all matters, relating to proprietory rights over
immovable property revenue court is the cheaper and the speedier court
And to take away a valuable right of appeal from the litigants is a serious
matter ; for it concerns the property, and immovable property O
the people. I wish, Sir, the relief of the only Clommissioner of some of biS
duties, the Ministry had thought of relieving him of some other functions:

e
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My }:OW friend has said that by this provision, they are giving more work to
the Revenue Tribunal, an institution which has been imposed upon us by the
present constitution.  But, Sir, in my opinion the curtailing of one right of
appeal to the Commissioner and providing lor one appeal only direct from
the Deputy Commissioner’s orders to the Revenue Tribunal will scare away
many of the would-be litigants from coming up to Shillong. An Appellate
Court right at the locality has not got such scares of unseen expenditure as
an appellate court at a distance. I am sure that many would-be appellants
would be deterred from coming up in appeal to the Revenue Tribunal,
Whereas had there been a Court of Appeal at hand at the headquarters at
Gauhati there would be no such difficulty or inconvenience.

Then, Sir, my friends of the Treasury Benches when they were in the
Opposition were loudest in criticising the Revenue Tribunal and Clailning
that it should be abolished. As a matter of fact, I had suggested such gz
course while discussing our address for establishment of a High Court for
Assam. I stated that we could very well do away with the Revenue Ty
bunal if we invest the same rights upon one of {hC Jjudges Of. the Proposed .
High Court. Now, Sir, under the provisions of the present Bill we are going
to perpetuate the Revenue Tribunal with the highest paid post excepting
that of the Governor in the province. Moreover, Sir, we had heard, while
my friends were in the Opposition, tl}at the Commissioner’s inspection of
Local Self-Government Institutions like the I\{ummpal Boards ang the
Local Boards and its power over the budget estimates of SPCh insﬁtutions
were a nuisance and unwarranted and, therefore, our  Self-Governmeng
institutions should so far as possible be made autonomous, . I am sorry to
find that that point of view has now been qltogether lost' ‘Slgh.t of by ity
friends. I said, Sir, that I welcome tl}ls Blll' but the provision in sub-claysa

2) of clause 3 in taking away the main point upon which I thought the
Hon’ble Ministers who are so much attuned to the ‘tileox‘y of Persona]
liberties—and I include a right of appeal as one of the important civil
liberties, were keen, has derogated from its utility.

FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Mr. Speaker &
Leader of the Opposion for saying that he gy Ir,
He has, however, objected to the Provision quu—_s
the appellate power from the Commissione, which
Revenue Tribunal. and tq

The Hon’ble Mr.
I am thankful to the hon.
the principle of the Bill.
purports to take away
transfer the same to the

he is aware that we on this sjd(_f of the House are tryip ”
second post of Commissioner as well. Th_el‘efore wha the
have done now, is in consonance with oour action and intention of abOlish'we
the second post of Commissioner. It is for this reason that the Provisioy ng
been incorporated and we feel the change should be made, hay

Sir,
abolition of the

As regards the other matter, which the hon, Lead?r of the - ‘
has referred to, namely, his attitude to the Revenue T"blmal, is pposltion
which the Government have not yet come to any decision apg tho aboug
difficult for me to commit one way or the other, unless ang N erefore 3¢ it
matter has been thoroughly inquired into and a definite attitud il the whei
us. His suggestions and views are certainly helpful angd will be taken up be
consideration by us when we take up t'hat matter. [ hOpe S'e taken int
Leader of the Opposition will now waive his objection, » OIT, the hono
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The Hon’hle the SPEAKER : The question is that the Assam  Com-
missioners’ Powers Distribution Bill, 1939 u.il’il}"i"l”‘if"l in and passed by the
Assam Legislative Council) be taken into consideration.

'I'he motion was adopted.

Demands for Grants
GranT NoO.3
(9.—STAMPS)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Hon’ble members would n‘nliqutlmt
Demands for Grants is to be taken up after 2 p.m., or as soon as item 2 on
the list of business is finished. But asitem 2 has been innsh"fl ("'.“'l-\" we get
an hour’s time at our diSpOS'd.l. 1 therefore propose to allot 15 !nl.HUl.CS 1}101'0
to Stamps than has already been allotted, 15 minutes more to Navigations,
etc., and another half an hour more for items 6 to 14,

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALi AHMED: On the re-
commendation of His Excellency the Governor of _"\SS’.IIH,‘ I beg, Sir, to
vl Sort ot & oociling Rs. 39,300 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year (:n(’hng on the
31st March 1940 for the administration of the head 9.—Stamps.”

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 'I'he motion moved :-—

“That 2 stm not exceeding Rs.39,300 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the yecar ending on the
3lst March 1940, for the administration of the head 9.—Stamps”.
~ Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: [ heg to
~ ove, Sir, that the provision of Rs.10,000 under Grant No. 3, Major
head-—9.-—Stamps, Minor head—B.—Judicial—Charges for the sale of
Stamps (tota]), at page 44 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.50, i.e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.39,300 do stand reduced by Rs.50. )

y intention, Sir, is to criticise the future policy of the Government in
K’e mfatter of Stamp duties for not repealing the Assam Stamp Amendment
ct of 193 .
Sir, by the Act of 1936 Government increased the duties on Stamps and
ourt-fees and the measure was a temporary one for only three years. The
rm of the Act expires, I think, with the financial year cnding on the 31st
larch 1939, We expected, Sir, that the Government would introduce a
11 repealing the Stamp and Court-fees Act, 1936. It was argued pre-
Viously on many occasions by almost all the members 9f the House that
1S measure ig really very harassing to the general public. We find now,
*> that civil litigation has enormously increased and tenants and landlords
cave VEry often to approach the courts for rent and other sults and they are
ompelled to bear the burden of enhanced court-fees and stamps. This is
Pvery Cruel taxation on the people and I request that the Hon’ble Finance

erde il at onge give us an assurance that he is going to repeal these

amend;lng Acts of 1936. '
“T}exatH on’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :i—

the provision of Rs.10,000 under Grant No. 3, Major head—9.—

e S head*lgl-ijucslici;;.l——(]harges for the sale of Stamps (total),

whole gra dget, be reduced by Rs. 50, i.e.,”the amoumt of the
iulrzlitv?f Rs. 39,300 do stand reduced by Rs. 50. ) . .

name, Sir ! ABDUR RAHMAN: There is another *motion in my

> Which relat : 1d like to have your
Indulgence to speak g ?:Viov\}(})lfdzame head and I wou y

" ™ That the totzﬂ s :
Provision of Rs. 3 der Grant No. 3, Major head—9,—Stamps,
at page 43 of the Budget, be peawer ot o0 Lnder Gr
. t of the whol nt of
Rs. 35,300 do stand redvesd by R 10, 1 100 ¢ the amoun o e
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Ves.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, as has been referred to bv the
kon. mover, this enhancement was introduced only for three years and’ that
was a temporary measure. Since then, Sir, we have to see whether tﬁl‘u‘
financial position of the province is being improved. What the .Bu('trcf
tells us is this.  Even in last year’s Budget it was found that under “Smnj.;s;s
the Government sustained a loss of Rs. 11,000, if I remember - aright, Even
this year also it has been admitted in the Memorandum that Government
Some loss has been susthined by the Government.
due to the enhancement of stamp duty. While we are not practically
gaining anything, why should we cling to this enhancement for another three
years ? The Hon’ble Finance Minister in his speech has said that Goverp.
ment has decided to proleng it for another three years.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: He has corrected
that in his reply.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: T am sorry, Sir. I now understand that
hias corrected it. I shall hear his reply. Sir, my poiat is that when tl;e
enhancement of stamp duty has not added any thing to the financial condi- -
tion of the province, why should we be so hacsh to impose  such heavy tax-
ation on the shoulder of the poor people.  As has been observed by the
hon. mover, this enhanced taxation will hit the poor people much, The
Mahajans and Mirasdars will take the help of the court and get tAh(:
decrees passed against the poor people and thus ultimately these poor peo‘
ple will be hard hit. Then, Sir, as regards the documcntary matters wet
find that b=cause of the enhanced rate, people are to pay one rupee i §
place of eight annas and it onc l}as to exccute a dqcumcnt' of Rs. 100 Onlé
has to pay 1} of the cha.rgc. Q\'\’hcn 1t 1s_evxdcnt, Sir, thatitis not im};rov_
ing the financial condition of the province, may I- request the Hon’b]
Finance Minister to see his way not to extend the p_tjl‘lOd ? He shoulq al -
remember that this is also a pubhc demand. The pcripd has ﬂll‘e;cfo
expired and I should appeal to him that he sh.ould not get it extended fop
another three years. It has been found, Sir, that '-‘,'171.6 public are very mueli i
opposed to this enhancemert of stamp duties, With these few words, T

has not bzenr a gainer.

support the motion. : 8. 1. )
-~ Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHU}‘E’Y i M. Speakey
Sir. The previous Government _made it clear that the life of this Act is ;31111’
for a term of three years. Notwithstanding that promise there was 5 :y
sure from other groups as well as from our group that this must he 1‘0135'11166‘:-
at once. We also remember that the Congress people were pl‘oclaimind&qed
they are out for the relief of the masses from all sorts of taxation © that d
untry between the Zamindarg o1y Now

when the fight is going on 1n tl}e countr t
hand and the tenants on the other, between Mahajans on one sige

debtors on another side, it 13 of urgent neccs.sity that these people shonlq
allowed to seek justice from the court. It is needle_ss t0 reming o .‘bej
friends on the other side of the House that it was.thc‘lr promise tq ‘;VY‘ ho'n‘_ ‘
to these people. We know public memory is short. By; SIVe relief
memory is still shorter. I can only remind them that they will ] theip
show their face to their constituency. Having regard to thej, - ave
eloquent promise which they gave out both in this Houge Olemn ang”
outside and also in view of the pressing mneeds - of the peopl as well el
more remind them that these people should be relieved f‘P & 1 onea:
charge on this score. I have already said that ip CaGeslom enha
Zamindars and the rich money lenders have got ¢q e
also the poorer people have to proceed and scek justice i court 1},
=l ) n the courts of | ut
aw,
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. . . poor people have als
Not only the Zemindars are to pay the tax but thv' []v or ,P;__:,“':;' )ll\ !l\':‘ l);g
got to bear the burden In the law courts they Ave ais i-‘- C ' ,]”:,
their quota particularly in view of the fact that a scction of the Longres
g : %~ T4t OO M Asses ;uid n;_xs‘»('g—m]u'i\‘.'ct:n
people are creating disaffection between m: e e & yocruired thak
communities and communities and classes and classes. b ik eI A :l‘nc
they should also help these poor people so that ‘h""y, may ‘.u;».;‘,) approac -1 o
court for justice. When the Hon’ble Revenue .\Im:»,tr{ “-{.’.m, to n}u‘l Sll)\';
on tour, hundreds ard thousands of memorials were .su“:uu’u:\l“ 11”- ’1'11}11“ ¥
the Mirasdars saying that they were undone because the tenants bave ,)'\,ctd
given false promise of no rent campaign throughout the whole district :ml .
so they should not pay any rent. Even with the knowledge of the Hon blt,
inister, thousands of villagers were invited to eome and they got t \c:
assuranee from him that théy will ot have to pay a“.\'l!‘l}i!: on zxcu)rund
Of.their arrears of rent but here I may tell him that the Zamindars an
Mirasdars are not going to tolerate this position. ) S
e Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: (,)n‘:} Ilgc,nnt (f-‘“l,n r()-l-mcr»‘xil(t)he—
it a fact that certain Minister called some people Irom villages ¢
Promise of giving them blankets ? )
: 2 ’ - Tha articuls
; Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: ‘hat particular
Mxms.ter is not here. The people of my subdivision w ]ll(") lms yj()“ he
Notoriety of litigation have also been given the false hopes that they wi
Ve to pay any rent. -
The Hon’{le the SPEAKER : How all these can be relevant 2 The
member should speak relevant facts. .
. Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Sir, when there
U{xll be litigation, these people will have to sell thewr lai]dsl,f?-r giving StaI]I:}")::
n;:if:ﬁ‘e pressure of execution of decrees, there would be no other alte
an to pay the enhanced stamp duty- . .
time'f:he- Hon’ble the SPEAKER :p The hon. member has exceeded his
Ynit, s , .
Ma : FUD MD. CHAUDHURY - All right Sir with
these fewul;::désiﬂsl{;gport tllzc?:ut motion. Speaker. Sir. 1 ;c -
Speak g ;‘el;'ﬁ J&“HANUDDIN A EDn Iljvlec;ry gi?: of thé .mcml;al;zl's of
s Assemb]:;,fns;,]: S:,lgrl;()r:vgﬁ tt};:z.tm;) t112?1:0:(: sum of money is realised from
3 3 o . . 1 ~ z t
alme 2P duty. Sir, T would like to place one point regarding the fact that
Hoont €Very. pie of it is realised from the poor class of people.
on’ble Minicte T t most of the cost are borne by
0 Inister may say in his reply tha ; A
2€ Zamindare ‘ ince but I should like to say tha
ars or the Mahajans of the prov
€ €ost of the N . : from the poor tenants or debtors
S of the Stamp is ultimately realgscd ro ry difficult for ihese poor
class % of executions of decrees. It is really very tion BY wa f stamp
by SoP fo pay this enbanced cost G MERIT AL NNl iy to
ve 20> I would like' that the Hon’ble Mini . :
avﬁzﬁzsegucei so that the poor classes of the people of this Province may
' .2d to some extent -
With these £ " s tion of the hon. mover.
e ort the motr
S g*on’bl‘: M FAKHRUDDIN ALL AHMED . Mr. d_Speakiffr;
re In the siate [ - lv to the speech on budget discussion
of the hog cment I made in reply to : Bgr exti
' =~ Leader of the O ies I made it clear at tis suggestl
would L 3 € pposition, tiomn
endina ST conideaton. by the. Government whep the question
mMembe, § this Act comes before them. Sir, if it i dment)
ct Wi-rs (})fﬁle House that we should not extend the Stq(rlnp (tAmen (rjngive
s shall eepgqg; ; tion into consideration an
i o oornly ke thete suggesion 0, (o et of the

z}?‘ar ({zear, hear). More than that. Sir, it is unnecessary for me to say any-
Ing in this connection. ’ |

hon.
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Srgut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The Hon’ble Minister
says “if it is the desive of the hon. members of this House...... ., He should
like to sce what is the desire of the House by pressing this motion.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Sir, I had given
!ih‘nt assurance in the hope that the hen. mover will withdraw his motioxi
If, however, he presses his motion, we shall have to oppose it. )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question before the House is—
“That the provision of Rs. 10,080 under Grant No. 3, Major head—

9.—Stamps, Minor head—B.—Judicial—Charges for the sale of Stamps
{total), at page 44 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 50, t.e., the amount of
the whole grant of Rs. 39,300 do stand reduced by Rs. 507,

The Assembly divided

Aves—27

1. Babu Hirendra ChanZra 14. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.
‘ Chakravarty. 15. Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.
2. Srijut  Jogendra Narayan 16. Maulavi Muhammad Magqbut
Mandal. Hussain Cheudhury,
3. Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia. 17. Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabe

bir Hussain Chaudhuri,

4. Sritut Rohini Kumar - ;
Srijut Rohini Kumar Chau 18, Miilsw Munawwar A,

dhuri.
5. Maulavi Abdul Aziz. 19. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar,
. L'Ié 1( 7i N' rar .
6. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chau- =0 L‘;};;ya_ amwar Ali Bap
dhury. . .
2!-. h‘f( ]l. 4 S} k} Je
7. Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan. nlSLtur:llElfgax eikh Osman AJj

8. Maulavi Abdul Matin Chau- 92. Maulavi Saiyid Sir Muham
mad Saadulla, -

dhury.
9. Maulavi Abdur Rahman. 23. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sg d
ur Rahman. Fls

: avi : hammad
10. Maulavi Dewan Muham 24. Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana Abu

Ahbab Chaudhury. iy Nasr Md. Wahoed
11, Maulavi Muhammad Amja i :
AlL 25. Miss Mavis Dunn,
12. Maulavi Ashrafuddill l\’ld- 26. Srijut Binode Kumar J- Sa
. r-

wan.

Chaudhury.
13. Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed. 27. Rev. L. Gatpheh,
Nozes—64
1. The Hon’ble Srijut Gopinath 5. The Hon’ble Bab
Bardoloi. ! P Kumar Das, u Akshay
2. The Hon’ble Mr. Fakhruddin 6. The Hon’ble May]ays;
Ali Ahmed. Haidar Khan, Vi Md. A}
3. The Hon’ ini T The Howble sjye g
3 a onﬂble Babu Kamini Brahma, Upnath
Kumar Sen. 8. The Hon’
4. The Hon’ble Srijut Ramnath I\/Iauloar\lxi}?%\j[aﬁihan Bahadur
Das. ' 9. Kumay Ajit N mud Alj,

arayan Dey



630 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [23n MAR.

Nogs— 64-—concld.

0. Mr. Baidyanath Mookeriee. 37. Sritut Purandar Sarma.
F]. Srijut Beliram Das. n 38. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.
12. Srijut Bepin. Chandra Medhi. 39. Babu I{JLIJillsll';l Nath Aditya.
13 Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi. 40, Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah.
}4. Babu Bipin Behari Das, 41. Srijut Rajendra Nath Baruva.
I5. Srijut Bishnu Ram Medhi. 42. Srijut Sai VESWAr Barua.
16. Babu Dakshinaranjan Gupta 43. Babu Shibendra Chandra
Chaudhuri. Biswas.
7. Srijut Debeswar Sarma. 44. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarrrra.
18. Srijut Ghanashvam Das. 45. Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja.
1. Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar. 46. Maulavi Muhammad Amirud-
20. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan. din.
21.-Babu  Harendra =~ Narayan 47. Col. A. B. Beddow.
Chaudhuri. - 48. Mr. A. H. Ball.
-223 Srijut Jaday Prasad Chaliha. 9. Mr. F. W. Blennerhassett.

Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath. . Mr. J. R. Clayton.

4

24, S 2 W. R. Faull

L. Srijut Jogeschandra Gohain. 51. Mr. W. 2% Taul.

25. Babu l'izﬁagha"nnd Il(oyi) i ‘;_! Mr. F. W. Hockenhull.
3? Srijut Kameswar Das. 53. ¥Mr. W. J. Gray.

Mr. D. B. H. Moore.
Mr. R. A. Palmer.
. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momiri-

Babu Karuna Sindhu Rov.
Mr chz;rmal Brahmin.
Srijut Krishna Nath Sarmali.

28.
29,

et o avn
-] O\ Ut = W

%0- Srijut Lakshesvar Porooah. c Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.

o%. I‘ia.bu Lalit Mohon Kar. 58. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.

3; .Svr',-jut Mahadev Sarma. 59, Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri.

33. §1‘ijut Mahi Chandra Bora 60. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.

3‘%- Srijut Omeo Kumar Das. 61. Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy.

35, Srijut Paramananda Das. 62. Srijut K.zuka_ Dalay Miri.

36. Rai Bahadur Promodec Chandra 63. Srijut Kbhorsing Terang. .
Dutt. 64. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachart

D; .P.Ehe Hon’kle the SPEAKER: Order, order. The rcsult of _tf}'c
wis‘l‘m i5: Ayes 27, Noes 64. The motion 1s lost” Now the question 1s°
Whid;Th.a“t a sum not exceeding Rs.39,300 be gran ted to flefl‘ay the clmrfglf?;'
3lst Will come in the course of payment during the [ end,“”;g on the

) Mlagch 1940, for the administration of the head 9.—“Stamps’ >,
1€ Motion w : . -
I The Hon’hle ai\?lid %IX%%.IRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Siry
VV]Sh_ _tO make g2 statement as to Why we have OppOS(‘.d -th]s motioll.
A&ad given an assurance that when question of the extension of these
‘iOnmtlk?mmt Acts come beafore the Government, W€ shall take into CODSI‘dCl a-
party . Suegestions made by the hon. members, as well as the views of 01'111)
Yiew, we ; the present motion does not refer to the objects we all have 1
s ave been compelled to.oppose it.

; ~ GRANT No. 8.
' | AT ETC.
The Hon A}B--—NA\/IGA’I 10N,

Al Ho ’b e Maunlavi Md. ALI HAIDAR KHAN : On  the recom~
B s 1 of Hig EXCCHCI}CY the Governor ‘of Assamns, I ng’ S].I", to IIlQVe:
{har a sy M not exceeding Rs.47,700 be granted to defray the charges whwb
Mgk l(i(;il thc,cﬂf}}rsc of pay;neﬂt during the year ending on the 31st
Embank 10, for _the administration of the Lead ¢ L8B.—Navigation,

Jankment and Drainage Works”, |



‘many of these floods.
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‘Fi{e Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Motion moved,

which \\';;llli a sum not c*xrcv.(?in;:‘1{5.47 700 be };!}';mrcd to de fmyl.thrc Ch:lr[glfz
3lst M. u('hlltvf 1mn l}‘Ir‘ course of paﬁ"\'mm}t dm'.mg the ycar €nc Ing -.O-l. y

. arch 1040, for the administration of the head ¢18B.—Navigation,
J'llllln'\nkmvm and Drainage Works® 7,

. "Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: I beg to move,
S]", }»II;IL‘. the provision of Rs.6,000 under grant No. 8, Major llc~n(l———18B_.—~—-
I\”"l_.‘a’i\“(m, Embankments and Drainage Works, Minor hcad—2.—Extension
and improvements at page 55 of the "Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, z.e.,
the amount of the wholc grant of Rs. 47,700 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

Sir, by this cut motion I want to express before the House the local
11(}('(15 of the pecople.  Sir, the Bakri Haor is situated on the northern part
of the Hailakandi Subdivision, and it covers almost half of the northern
P‘{l‘li(m of the Subdivision. Sir, this haor is much like a pond having
raised sides on all sides, and when the rains set in, the water accumulates and
makes the whole plot of land impossible for culiivation by the people.
I would therefore request Government to take up such works so that there
might be such drainage to make the land cultivable. Sir, recently ‘the
Hon’ble Finance Minister paid a visit to our subdivision, and I understand
that he passed 1111'<{u_u;h that arca, and it is neced!ess for me to impress on
him the need for this measure. He has seen for himeself that there is a real
distress due to this fact. They cannot sow any seed for any crop. So I
think he will accent my suggestion.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, T quite realise the necessity for drainage in that locality, and a system
of drainage is required for the whole province.  We have ho.wever got our
difficuities, and we have got no money at present at our disposal to take
up such schemes in a systematic way. We are hgwcvcr thinking of opening
a Waterways Division as early as 'possﬂ')]c, and with more funds which we
expect by the passing of the taxation Bills, we hope to take up such measures
in the near future. :

With this assurance the hon. member will do well to withdraw hijs
motion. : _
* Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: On the

‘ leave of the House to withdraw my motion. ,

-assurance given, I beg L W)
5 , h the leave of the House, withdrawn.

The motion was, wit '
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY : T beg, Sir, to move that
the total provision of Rs.47,700 under Grant No. &, Major head-—18B,__
Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works at page 55 of the Budget;
be reduced by Rs.100, 2.¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.47,700 de
stand reduced to Rs.100. o . s ;
i my intention in bringing this motion is thz_1t the sum allotted g,
the pu;pOSCS of embankment anc.l d1~a1qage 1s too madequate to meet th;
requirements of the province. This nominal sum will not be abje tq giv
adequate relief to the people in any part of the province. =
. . { Assam has :
Up till now, Sir, the Government ot / not paid an .
-‘consid(?ration to the embankm(ﬁnt Céllnd %r?ma_ge ;ystem of ihe I'UI};I Sﬁ;}:us
1t of this indifference floods and famine have only as.
As a result Y Deen tog frequent

entailing the impoverishment and ruin of the people.

A judic
timely intervention on the part of the Government could pr\é Venctm:s and
good

\\

# §peech not corrected,
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The Government, Sir, could not see its way in starting an irrigation
department which wou'd bring much relief to the low-lying il.’,{‘l'it‘,!ll.llll'-".l
areas of the province. Sir, the dhalas in the subdivisions of Sunamganj :gnd
Habiganj are already creating havoc in the rural arcas and contributing
largely to the widespread miseries of the people.

The dole provided will not serve any useful purpose. The Government
should have given more serious consideration and attention to this vital
problem.

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the
House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :

“That the total provision of Rs.47,700 under Grant No. 8, I\ffpajm‘
hcad—lSB.~Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works at page 55 ot
the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, ie., thc amount of the whole granf
of Rs. 47,700 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.”

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T like to_point
out to the Hon’ble Minister a very important channel in our district.
I would request him to take up that channel which is open in the summer
8¢ason when there is sufficient rain and dries up in the winter. It isa
channel which runs through Bilashipara up to Dudhnath and I hope the
Hon’ble Minister will note it down and try to have this channel opened for
throughout all the seasons of the year.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
30 far as this problem is concerned, it is probably ncedless for me to impresS
wpon the Hon’ble Minister who also comes from our district about the
aroney of this department for the protection of our peasantry from floo
and famine, 1 hoped that 0;1{.) popular Ministry should have been
more active in thjs matter than to come with a heavy legislation for taxation
wthout knOWihg really what are the needs of the peasantry of our valley.
Without caring to know from Mr. Desai, who had been to our district
SOme months back to study the needs and requirements of the peasantry 11
our valley and to look to {he Sylhet tenancy law, the Revenue Minister, will
S lﬁa luxurious and needless tour on the same score, call Mr. Desai again t0
ar};d ot for tenancy law, bring people in thousands and spend  public money
cause vexation and loss to poor unsophisticated peasantry.

& The Hou’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member should directly
1€ to the poing,

my P 2ulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Now, I shall tell
soyf On. friends whe are in charze of the administration of the province that
arear 3s the needs and requirements of the poor peasants of our province
i oPCerned, much more could have been done by providing money for
wﬁ-lnage and embankments for them than by all these taxation Bills. 'I-‘host;
thc‘:ehavc any ijdea of the peasants know fully ws:ll the local difficulties Od
that Eeople and they cannot shut their eyes to the inadequacy of the fut}d
that )3, 20 Provided for drainage and embankments. It cannot be sal
ready tl}i S only the first time that we are urging Government for this. Al
the Jast émrv@y of drainage and splitting up of Khals were taken up by
Season move ent and now one year hassince passed. During thc winter
Peasantryuoci‘h could have been done. Sir, one year’s loss to the cntlicc
Inent js 5 serit(})llllss Province due to inadequate grant for drainage and emban

L
one. It may not be serious for the Hon’ble............

The Hon’h, the SPEAKER : Was the entire crop of the district

. destroyed by'the last floed ?
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]OC‘_II%’{-aul?vi A_SHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Yes in some
OP"HL(’l--j t may }‘ml..bc kllo\’\'!l here that }hc drains now silted up could be
Badd., t] uring this winter. Hwn:‘ are various valuable plots of land with
d:nn»u}«”gs)m}t rv;ul:'lm hc' Cllt,,luxtjllst at that time you will fm_dl that serious
Prorci o P 0 e e ey are ot g bt e or
soil 1 o should alsc say that apart from the question ferdility of the
1 that could Le improved if drains are kept open, there are also other
2encfits. [t also impreves the san‘tation of the people due to the fact that
the old 4ials and drains annot closc down due to better drainage svsiem
’]" ,th(: country. But what we find now ? We find that peoluted water
2rngs with it all kinds of diseases and bad climate as a result of which there
are frequent discases and cpidemics.  So, Sir, I urge upon the Government
that wirhout unnecessarily wasting the public money on unnecessary scheme
or doubtful projects, at least it would be better for them to provide that
money for embankment and drainage in the province which will go a good
deal to improve the condition of the poor peasantry.

. The Hon'ble Maulavi Md. ALT HAIDAR KHAN: Mr. Speaker
Sir. It has been said by Maulavi Abdul Bari Chaudhury that the gl‘an’t
has been inadequate. This is to be judged by the progress we have mzde in
regarcd to the schemes taken up. I “think that the work which we are
going to take up will be covered by this amount and I deo not think thae
1t can be said that this amount is i'nadcquute. It may be said thot we haye
not marked out any arcas for drainage and cmbankment at present.
admit that, but I have already replied to a cut motion brought by
Mr. Hirerdra Chandra Chakravarti and said that we would be doing
something in that respect as carly as possible. We are also going to intrg.
duce a Bill very shortly and probably it will be published soon.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: What is that Bill ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: Drainage ang
Embankment Bill.

raised by Maulavi Ashrafuddin Md. Chaudhy

Ahmed, I have taken note of those and in course of
ill do my best to congj.

As regards the points

and Maulavi Jahanuddin ed, T ha
time when that Water Ways Division is opened, I w

der those points- also.

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: In view of the assurap, "
given by the Hon’ble Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my

motion.
The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. +

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is that a sum not.
exceeding Rs.47,700 be granted to defray the charges which will come Yy
the course of payment during the year ending on .the_?)lst March, 1940, for
the administration of the head ¢18B.—Navigation, Embankment ang

Drainage Works.”
The motion was agreed to.

Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m,
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After Lunch
GRANT No.6.

(12.——Cbargeg on account of Mbotor Vehicles Taxation Act).

_ The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: On the recoms-
mendation of His Exceliency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir. to move
t a_"- 4 sum not CXCCedi‘ng Rs.2 69,000 be granted to defray the charges
which wi] come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
1st March 1940, for 1’1}1(: z);dmini:;trﬂiifm of the head “12.—Charges on
account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act”.
The Hon’hle the SPEAKER : The motion moved
By g “That a sum not exceeding Rs.2,69,000 be granted to defray the charges
Which wij] come in the course of payment during the yecar ending on the
3lst March 1940, for tJ‘hc .ad‘;‘ninistr;nliull of the hcad 12—.Charges on
account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act.” o
h' For this grant and for Grants Nos.6 7, 13, 15, 25, 27, 28, 26 and 14 we
ave got only one hour to discuss. But here 1 find many cut motions.
_Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: We shall move only one
mOtlon: NC‘.?). ‘ N
beg to move Sir. that the total provision of Rs.2,60,000 111.1(1('1‘
Grant No.6, Major hﬂa(j——]2.———(_‘,1121”’:"5 on account of Notor Vehicles
axation Act, at pagch'l St the Bu(].,gt be reduc:d by Rs.100, e, the
amouﬁlt of the whole graﬁt of RS.Z,()‘)?‘H)U‘(]:; stand redaced by Rs.100.,
. O, in the course of my budget speech the other day, T made a remark

Which was . . : T epl a remark the
ab . : > rernment reply, a remark to 1€
effect solutely ignored in the Gov Py,

€ permits for private lorries were distributed by the Government. I
Would add, Sir, that the manner in which this has taken place has caused
a.bIOt on the I‘c: utati . fair reputation of the Hou’ble Prime Minister for
tﬁs'puritanic hagits ;O:ci Lx;ulf also suggost that instead  of distributing

€ permitg oo 1o The Taesl cach ap _
taken ¢q rew?rilor}x(]i:ngg-dt() Ct)?;ﬂ:;m};;t ((ifi‘stribmif)rl of '}119 patronage. I have,
t_herefore, tabled tHiG mpol?[ionvg;) that the Hon’ble Primme  Minister may clear

noe azlmospherc- And if he succeeds in
=20RCY wonld feel more happy than myself.
Point,
- Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: As, I have clearly stated
IrlrllngbJeCt in making this motion,

€ than ygyy) time so that the whole position may be clearly stated.

. : n. Ifthe list is examined
whom permits for lorries have been give st 1s examined,

u - ole permit h i :
Sanognd ot nov a singl permit has LI G o e
tter it will be possibly urged that no application w‘as Heceived *Lrmm
Pl of the Plains 'IYriba{gand as regards Schedule Castes it may be

said. that ¢}, - nfined li-
2 : - was confined to the two appli
Cants for gy €cision of the Government W . PP

state of thi i . d <. 3 li-
: n8s happen and why was not any Rnotice 1ssuce nviting app
Cations for these Permits ? Again Sir, looking at the list it will be found

2 ?

A% amongst the successful candidates only four concerns belong to the

Class of : ort o iness
before tgzople who were actually engaged in some S f motor "busin

©Y got the permits., I mean the United Fruit Company, -;M{gula
ux, BhaJanlal Srinﬁraé' and thzneGachar Joint Stock Company  Limited

that great public unecasiness has been causcd by the manner in which’

plication, advantage has been -

oineg that, I can assure him that
D11 > :

€ Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member may come to his,

I hope you will give me some latitude and

y of the list showing the”

ch permits, My complaint first of all is why should such 2

7 Y S
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There is no doubt that these concerns are bonafide ones engaged in some
sort of motor business.  So far so good. Although there is strong reason
to doubt if these persons would have been  granted permits at all if they
had not just before their getting permits helped the present Govern-
ment in particular ways, [ need not name any particular individual ;
but it is a matter of common knowledge that a member of this House
belonging to the Government party is interested- in one of the permit
holders, namely the United Fruit Company. It is also well known that
the second permit holder in the list is the proprietor of what is now com-
monly known as the Rookwood Prison, a citadal of new Congress court.
I doubt very much if No. 3 namely Bhajanlal Srinivas would have got
any permit at all but for the kind help of one of my hon. friends in
this House and one whose name has been very frequently mentioned in
this House namely Mr. Prabhudayal Himatsinghika. As regards the others,
I shall not be very wrong in saying they had absolutely no motor business
before. As for the Cachar Company, well, Sir, I doubt if it would have got
the permit if a representative of this Company had not been or not very
active in affording transport facilities to the Hon’ble Ministers of this
Government in their tours. I shall not be far wrong in saying that all the
other men had absolutely no motor business before. They are not
carrying on their business, and if the accounts of Mar.wari firms who had
previously owned the very lorries w.hlch are now plying in the names of the
present permit holders are examined, it will be found that there has
been an out and out sale of these permits. But I doubt whether Government
can afford to make that enquiry, because that will annoy those gentlemen
who have been instrumental in seeing the present Ministers in their present
position.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Were there
among the scheduled castes who were professionals ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : He has not yet taken up the cases of
the Scheduled Castes.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: It is necessary, Sir, to
state all this to enable us to consider the case of the Scheduled Qastes,.
Because, if the lorries had not been distributed as a matter of Patronage,
some members of the Scheduled Castes would have been fortunate cenough
in getting permits. 1 repeat Sir, that if the accounts of the Marwari firms
were examined, Government would find clear evidence that there has been
an out and out sale of the permits. Sir, in order to satisfy the supporters
of the Government, Government has to go back upon its own order, b

any people

. . €caus
at one time it was given out that the old lorries will have the permit fo:
two years and afterwards that order was withdrawn, because none of the

supporters of Government would agree to run a bonafide business and
purchase new vehicles.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member hag spoken for
about 12 minutes.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Nowy, I come to
tion of tJhe Scheduled Castes. Only one man, Babu Nil Lohit Das 31:3 ques-
a permit. It may be, Sir, that it was not known to the HOn”ble Pgrlyen
Minister that Babu Nil Lohit Das 1s the br_othex:-m-law of the K ime
Babu Akshay Kumar Das. If my mformatlo_n 1S correct, on’ble
Prime Minister did not know that he was a relation of Mr,
subsequent information, the former wrote a letter to My,
a scandalous matter and as such he should ask his brother-in-|,
draw his license. If this is true, certainly in one sense jt g0 W to with.



642 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [23rn MAR.

of the Hon’ble Prime Minister, but casts a discredit on one of his colleagues,

Hon’ble Mr. Das as he did not mention this fact to the Hon’ble Prime
Minister at the time of granting thc permit.

" Then, Sir, I also know as a fact that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of
Excise, whose brother-in-law is Babu Nil Lohit Das, had actually arranged
to finance him, had helped in the preparation of the draft of the agreement
between Babu Nil Lohit Das and the Marwari firm and had encouraged
him so-far as'to get his license and everything ready. Only the Hon’ble
Prime Minister put his foot down and said that the license should not be
granted to him and thus pressure was put upon him to surrender his licence.
Now, Sir, if it is a fact that this gentleman, Babu Nil Lohit Das, was a bona-
fide business man and that after due consideration b.e was given his permit,
his permit should not have heen cancelled merely because he happens to be
a relation of a Minister or merely because it would affect the stability of
the Ministry.

- The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What the hon. member is now saying
really cancels the other argument he advanced in order to establish the
alleged discreditable conduct of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Excise
in'not disclosing the fact of his relationship with the permit holder to the
Hon’ble Premier.

* Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I simply want to put
both sides of the question. If the Hon’ble Prime Minister also knew that
this gentleman was a brother-in-law of his colleague and gave the permit
to him, then it is a discredit to him. It may be also said that it is a dis-
credit to the whole Ministry that the license was cancelled merely because
he happened to be a relation of one of the Ministers. So it can be inter-
Rreted in two ways. My point is this, that after the cancellation of this
license, why was not any fresh notice given inviting applications from
members of the Scheduled Castes, if they were really in sympathy with their
people ? Between the decision of cancellation and the date of the actual
issue of the license to another supporter of the Hon’ble Prime Minister, a
long time must have elapsed and during this time a fresh notice might have
been issued inviting applications from members of the scheduled castes. I
also do not approve of the principle that was promulgated the other day
by the Hon’ble Prime Minister that Rai Sahib Sonadhar Das was not
granted a license because of his being a Member of the Upper House. That
is a principle which can be carried too far. A contractor under the Go-
vernment in that case will never be eligible for a membership in either of the
Houses-because in that case he will have to give up his business altogether.
What T wanted to say, Sir, is that this Government has absolutely nothing
but lip sympathy for the members of the Scheduled Castes, and as soon_as
they found that Mr. Akshay Das had no objection to have his brother-1n-
law’s license cancelled, opportunity was taken to give it to another man.

" Then as regards the permit granted to Mr. Abdulla ; it was subsequently
cancelled and afterwards in the month of March a permit was granted to
Mr. Syed Ahmed and that permit was granted on conditions which are
really disgraceful. The conditions imposed were that a portion of his
income derived from the Marwari firm should go to Mr. Das’s brother-in-
law, another moiety should go to Mr. Abdulla himself (shame, shame) 2an
that the third should be enjoyed by Mr. Syed Ahmed. These are the con-
ditions of the agreement made in the presence of the Hon’ble Prime
Minister himself at Gauhati.

As regards the permit given to Mr, Mohini Mohan Goswami, I bring

this matter again to give my hon. friend Mr. Marak an opportunity of
CthradiCting what has appeared in the press about him. He is alleged tao
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have said that My, Goswami was the weapon for breaking the Saadulla

Ministry, and that he i1s preserving the present Ministry, and therefore there

1s no wonder that a license was granted to him. And similar statements are

also attributed to v hon. friend Mr. Chanda. I hope that Messrs. Chanda

E“d Marak will say that the newspaper report is false. I very much
clieve. ..

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: 1 do not deny that I gave a certi-

ficate to Mr. Goswami as 1 give to many others.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: So the homn. member
does not deny.  That is the way in which the permits have been granted in

utter disregard of claims of either the Scheduled Castes or the Tribal people
of the plains.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :

“That the total provision of Rs.2,69,000 under Grant No.6, Major
head—~-]_2.~-—Cl1:ugcs on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, at page
ol of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs.2,69,000 do stand reduced by Rs.100”,

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: I am very sorry to hear the charge
against my friend Srijut Mohini Mohan Goswami, I say, Sir, there is no
power, or any influence in the world which can change me into any form
but my own personal conviction. These charges, I think, are quite false.
Sir, is there any ruling for restricting the grant of licence or permit
to any deserving person who may be related to any of the Member
of the Cabinet ? I want an answer about that.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I am not competent to give a ruline
on this point. (Laughter). S

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : I want to know, Sir, whether there jig
any rule for restricting the grant of any permit to a deserving person who
may be related to any Minister ? ' .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: This question has been practically
answered by Mr. Chaudburi l_Jecausc he ha)s SEl:ld that ther.e .cannot he ap
objection to grant any permit to any rclative of a Minister whep that
relative is found to fulfil the conditions under which such a grant can he

made.

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : M. Speaker, Sir. I i
support the motion. The other day, Sir, I had . a talk with g Prominen.
member of the Congress Coalition Party about tl}e' grievances of th
Scheduled Caste people regarding the settlement of 1011*1535 and he told e
in reply, “Do you think that the Scheduled .C.aste community will he -
nefited by the settlement of a lorry with a par ticular gentlemayp ? C

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: [ 4., relevant

member of the Congress group. 1th Aa
Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : What | want o - is .

that if that be the idea of the Members of the Congress Coalition Py : s

then in that case in many matters of profitable concerns, we the SChedi;l‘ ,

caste people may be ignored. . ed
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Should Guvernment b

sured for that ? € cen-
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Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : Sir, the other (iil}' the ]'{()“'l)lc
Prime Minister repeatedly gave evasive replies to a question regarding the
settlement of lorries. Sir, my question was — on what basis or considera-
tion, settlement of lorries was made with the individual tenderers ? His
reply was that the settlement of the 9 private lorries was made in order to
keep competition between the private lorry holders and the Commercial
Carrying Company to the benefit of the public.  But, Sir, that was not what
"I wanted to know. He explained in his answer as to why the creation of
the services of the nine private lorries was made.  FHe did not reply to my
question to the point. He just tried to evade it. -

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now the opportunity has been given
to the Hon’ble Premier to give a proper reply.

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Sir, I quite appreciate I.llC
policy that was adopted at the first instance for the settlement ol the lorries.
As I understand one gentleman from the Scheduled Castes, Babu  Nil Lohit
Das got a licence for a lorry. We did not mind whether he belongs to thl_s
Valley or that Valley. But when he could not comply with the condi-
tions, his licence was cancelled and the scttlement of the said lorry was
made with a Caste Hindu. Here I should like to mention ihat according
to the general settlement rules that particular lorry ought to have been
re-advertised and the same privilege as was offered at the first instance
ought to have been offercd to another Scheduled Caste people in the subse-
quent settlement, but it was not done s0. The Scheduled Caste people
were totally ignored in the subsequent settlement. Qut of the two
tenderer§ from the Scheduled Castes one was Rai Sahib Sonadhar Das
Senapati who is also a Member of the Legislative Council. His case ought
to {lave been taken into consideration in view of the loyal and social services
‘\:hlch he rendered for the last forty years for the uplift of the Scheduled
Castes and other backward people of this province. Besides he has got
a_cattle firm here at Shillong which is so costly to maintain and deserves
tncouragement from the Government. Taking all these into consideration,

overnment ought to have provided him with a Jicence to run the lorry. 1
may mention here that he had a licence for a lorry in the previous years and
that he has a lorry of his own still now. Now, Sir, to our utter dis-
aPpointment we find that the cause of the Scheduled Castc pcople are
g0lng to he ignored. With these few words, I support the motion.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : Sir, I risc to oppose the motion as it
Stands.  If the principle as enunciated in this cut motion is accepted by this
Hon’ple House, then, I think, it will not be a sound one. Sir, these lorries
should not he granécd on communal basis. The other day it was stated

Y the Hon’ble Prime Minister that the object of granting these lorries is to
gompgtc against the Commercial Carrying Company and if that is so,
e‘\l’Emlt, Sir, that the lorries should be given only to tle merchants to which-
to tlilcaste they may belong. Sir, my hon. friend Mr. Chaudhuri referred
e ¢ case of Messrs, Bhajanlal Srinivas and said that this firm got the
o5 oy only through me. But I can tell him that perhaps it .would have got

'TY even if my hon. friend Sir Md. Saadulla had remained in office,

’€Cause he has : : 5 i tor cars, e ' rett
long time. got a big firm which deals in motor , etc., from a pretty

: Saigrij“t ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not question that.
oo that he deserves to get one which he may not have got for certain
YT Circumstances, (Laughter).

R
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M KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: 1 may inform the Hon’ble House
l‘. B = : w‘ . - »~ -
that there was no such private lorries previously. ‘I hflﬁt l}l‘Cflrd)‘ll_ldt 11921;;
Sir Lauric Hammond forced some Marwari people to ta ¢Jictnces m <
or so to 1.‘1‘m the private lorries to compete agamnst the Commercial
Company and they are the pioneers in this line.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member need not tel]

: the House has alrcady been made aware of'it.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN : Si'r, I fhould l!um.k t}.le present
Government in this connection for lh(‘l%‘ cquitable QISLI'}I)'IltIOll O.f tl_le
permits  and request that (;()\'(‘rnm('nt. \\;Jll adopt business-like policy in
granting thesc lorries to the merchants in future.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : .\,[1.’. S]u_‘;lkvr, .'\‘ir, I rise to
motion. Clertain [acts have been Slil(f‘(! n lh.l-\; Hon’ble HOU'S(‘.
present Government of the offences of tzw(:untlsm ;ll]Fl.lle.POtlslllf and those
charges are undenied.  Sir, the present (JU\’CT’I]I'HCI][‘IS 11;“21 by (ll .dllSClpImed
party, and so far my information goes, Congress Is g‘ot ;.]:-.O‘ yGw 11(:.1 can bF
ch;u‘;ged with favouritism, but here, so far ilS‘ ll.l‘lis .\0\{151::? - fovex n{ncr}t is
con('\crned, we find that the case is other wx.s((.. N c .é,ltt 1 broln the reply
to a question that one Srijut Mohx_m\ Mohan (x()b\\x{!‘n‘l 1‘8.5‘ f“’“.g{‘anted 5
license to ply a lorry in the G:llll]{\tl-blxle011g road.v : L_’[l.: (:.om\ ami '1eude1_~ed
great services in the  breaking 9{. the bauld‘ullnni I\l'l_u‘nsu_\i' fllldl“lll installin
the present one in its present posttion. \IV(. ‘1'(..111(_‘ { 11? mor lflrl.lg 101}1.my hon.
friend Maulavi Dewan Ahbab Ch.aud wury  t m} 1S sc1\_1'ces 1ave bee.n
acknowledged by the Hon’ble Premier an)c‘i _b): the \?CPUL)' l‘.eader_ of his
party, Mr. Chanda. Even the Congress IICSI‘(ILnt,- 11\41.. _que recognised the
services of Mr. Goswami in installing the p‘l_?S(éi]l ' nistry to the office,
My friend Mr. Chanda also said t:ha-t _hc (1\‘11.;‘ )-OS};"dméj) \;r.a.s Imstrumentg)
in persuading the tribal members to join ,tht (‘01_131 ess oalition, 0, may

; ake it that the Hon’ble Premier and his party are really Inclined
{ Ij?r!(lst‘lth({s man, and so they have given him the license in re
owards s y

that

support the
chargin g the

o) v fo) 1 1t .recog llivt.ion
i im ? Is it not quite natural t 1at bemg inclin
“the ser s rendcred by him : S : : ‘ 3
ll the ]hsmth}ftc:nl'sll the Hon’ble Premier could not exercise freedom of mj ]
owarc c ‘ d

a0 2 . stion the other day the Hon’ble Pre
and JUSHICE: I.n }C?:.Z’ntt?li- (llol::imits of lovries the principle was to
that in mdéth Og ) perszlls. I do not question that as I ap,

among the beelVl cgi)ral position of Mr. GOS.\N_ZIIXII, .but my poing
aware of the‘ inan ami (to whom the Ministry is grateful) jg concerneq.
a man like Mr. GOS‘,\alcth- Sir, when the Congress people were onlﬁ”
jysticc cam;_?t bi 31]()‘(}:’ criticised the Saadulla Governmen_t with ;f‘avom.il:f
450C o T rl?'lﬁyt’héy are in power, they the.mSCIV?Si are suilty of the Same
ism. But I“‘IA al (;“‘C inconsistent in their action. The other day the

charge. M'l(}ytcir said that they live to learn. If this is thejy
F111a11c§ ) tlmtsllém and say let them live for longer- period to
]COll%:?éﬁs(ilst(;11t how to acquire the habit of favouritism and n
be 1 . s

With these words, Sir, I support the motion,

N ctioncd so maany s n (his debate etk mesils 1Y name y
been mentioned so many times in this t.zk of r‘eall feel ve much
fated g much motis o be taken o s et vy .

b . r1en g to haye th ;
to a friend. I may inform my lwt gladly grant them © benefy
; h certificates that I shall most gladly Y I N €n they need t
i)fl::}lfecy derive any benefit out of them no one will feg] happiey thay ni;esghi
(laug hter).

mier sajq
dlstribute
not fy])

axim,
leamn g, to
€Potism,
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Sir, it is a subtle sense of humour on the part of the Opposition to have

set up my friend Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri to move this cut motion.
‘He has accused this Government of favouritism. Lect him remember that
one of the charges which was levelled against his Ministry was that of undi-
luted favouritism. However, Sir, since his fall from ofhice, it appears that
-he has employed himself in intercepting letters and also eaves dropping !
Is that how he got to know what negotiations had been going on in the
Premier’s house ? Itis pathetic to find an ex-Minister descend so low.
However, Sir, I do not propose to labour this point. (Srijut Rohini Kumar
Chaudhuri : The hon. member admits that my information is correct.)

NMohinit Mohon

Sir, there has been a great deal of grievance against Mr.
this House

Goswami because he was able to persuade the tribal members of
to join the Congress Coalition. There is bound to be grievance against
this young man, considering that he was able to frustrate the nocturnal visits
of many hon. members of this House to that quarter. That is obviously the
great grievance against Mr. Goswami. Any way, he has given proof that
his -name, i. ¢., Mohini is really a significant onc ; at any rate better than
‘Rohini with reference to context ! Sir, Maulavi Abdur Rahman has also
brought up the question of the fall of the Government of Sir Muhammad
Saadulla. Of course memory is very short in Politics ; perhaps he has
forgotten that it was he who was the originator of the movement against
Sir _Muhammnd. Sir, I submit, therefore, this is not a /hona fide cut
motion......

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I don’t think the hon. member can
say that. -

- Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Then I would say, Sir, that
this motionis  not actuated by noble intentions. ‘I'he Opposition was
brought up only to vent their spleen, it is well known of coursc that when
people are disappointed, they talk any amount of arrant nonsense. S0,
In that view of the matter, I hope the Hon’ble Premicr will not take serious
notice of the observations which have fallen from the Opposition Benches

(I"‘e"uﬁiion Jrom the Opposition).

‘The whole point to be considered in this connection is whether the
?rovmce has suffered in any way by the distribution of these lorries. -ll
It'was the case of the Opposition that by granting these lorries to certain
tudividuals, Government have done anything for which the finances of the
Pr._ovmce would be injured, then there might have been some substance 1n
-this cut motion. There were hundred and one applicants, and out of these
9 persons had to be granted license. I know it would have gladdened the
hearts of my friends of the opposite benches if licences were gl:anted to
People who would plot against this Government fattening on their favour.
But this is not the way of any Government. INo Government extends
patronage to people who plot against them. Admitting for the sake of
argument that all the people who have been granted licenses belong to our
party, I'don’t think even then the Prime Minister has sinned at all. This
,,I?QFIOH therefore, deserves to be thrown -out without any further fuss about
. ' .

S Mauiavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: On apont of irlfOl‘niatziQn,
Ir. Has the hon. member got any connection with the Cachar Native
Joint Stock Company ?

kr..,
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Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: No, Sir, I have no connection
with that Company.  Once I heard an hon. member making frantic efforts
Lo conncct my name with that Company. 1 may inform him that I am not
even a sharcholder of that Company.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: On a point of personal explanation,
Sir.  Mr. Chanda has accused me of being the originator of the movement
against the Saadulla Ministry. My position remains unchanged to-day,
My duty is to criticise the Government, and I am still doing that (laughter).

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: M. Speaker, Sir,
I must thank my hon. friend Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri, who laboured
on this point to clear me of certain imputations which he thinks had been
placed upon my fair name in the distribution of these lorries. But from
the trend of his speech all that [ could credit him with is that his good
wishes were more or less such that 1 could not take them at anything more
than their face value.  Sir, he has accused me of failing to give notice ip
calling for tenders with regard to these lorries. In reply to that, I have
only to refer him to the rule in the Motor Manual.  We know that certain
date, 7. e., 31st October, has been definitely fixed, within which tenders ape
to be submitted; and the fact that the notice was not at all insufficient oy
sufficiently unknown is very clear from the fact that there were as many
as 90 applications for nine lorries. Therefore," if anybody. wanted.
to take advantage of applying for tenders, it was surely his duty to have
known this rule and to have applied accordingly. But as I said, for thag .
reason, the number of application was no less, and the difficulty of Govern-
ment in determining to whom these lorries were to be given were not less
onerous. -

The main principle that my hon. friend brought outis that we hay
not taken any note of certain transfer of these permits  to certain Ma.r\va:i-
shops—I have forgotten the names he gave. It seems to: me that -
friend, Srijut Rohini .Kumar Chaudhuri is more conversant with Baz;u}.r
gossips than any sensible or reasonable Government could ever be,

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR'I : The Hon’ble Pre
may just see those lorry’{mmbers and compare with last year. 1 o

The Hon’ble Sl‘lJUt GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I will exp}ain

ing lorry numbers. ‘
regaxidg}agnted };o say, Sir, that we had the matter enquired into, on ‘-‘ec‘eifat
uestions, by the Police Department, and I have the Ieport from the

Mier

the k : i
(]))feputsfl Inspcctor-GenCI’al of Police t_hat the lorries are bemg run by th
owners to whom permits have been_ gven, s

Then, Sir, he was just now telling me that the numbers of Previous

lorries are used by certain people. T think, Sir, these arrangemeng Samis
have been made by the individuals to whom permits were givey ; lorries
which were previously run by some other persons must have been transféfre;
to the new permit hol<.i‘ers. So'th-e allegation that is pemg ‘made again
this Government by Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri is not trye_ - - hs.t :
brought into this debate certain facts, and as a matter of fact | gq not k, as
how I can reply to questions which are absolutely based on pure img .qw.
tion. All I can say is that so far as arrangement of certaip things g{:‘?“"
made at Gauhati before me is concernec.l, it is absolutely untrue. Thep Ing
been no arrangement before me regarding any lorry with any part‘, €re hag
All this is regarding the g.en'eral remarks.  Let yus now ¢q rg -

particular thing which is the subject matter of the cut motion € 10 the.
if this motion was really brought _forward with an anxiety: fo;' S ?}m Ure
Caste representation in the granting of these permits, 1 think th:
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manner : but in so far as
we had fixed a certain

might have been carried on in a much different
repeated several times.

the representation of Scheduled Castes is concerned,
The name of Nil Lohit Das has been
As a matter of fact when his contract was cancelled we had no intention
of setting one community against the claim of another. On or about the
17th January, it was brought to our notice that the lorry for which permit
was given was not on the road, and a day or two later, a certain Marwari
filed an application before us that he was asked to finance for this lorry,
and that he was not prepared to finance it. After  that we  had
absolutely no option whatsoever.  ‘That lorry could not be on the road and
the person to whom permit was given could not be financed by the Marwari.
Two days after an application, surrendering the permit, came. Govern-
ment had absolutely no option. The question is: whether it could not be
given to another Schec-luled Caste. In reference to that I have already said
that we did not think it desirable to have direct contract with the member
of a Legislature. We have not done anything of the kind.........

principle.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a point of informa-
tion, Sir. Isit nota fact that the Scheduled Caste gentleman who —was
given the lorry was a.relatlon of one of the Hon’ble Ministers ? Did the
Minister point out this fact to the Hon’ble Premier before his tender was
accepted ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: It was unknown to
me, nor was the fact brought to my notice. And the Hon’ble Minister
himself did not know Wh§ther the lorry was settled with Nil Lohit Das. As
regards the reason w_hl_c}} guided us in not giving that lorry to Rai Sahib
Sonadhar Das Senapati, if it 1s the intention of the House to give him a
permit, to 2 member of the Legislature, let the House say so. But in our
opinion it is not deslrable_that the Government should have direct contract

ber of the Legislature. So far as certain other names which

with a mem : L r
ht forward in this connection, lot of criticisms have been

have been broug
made. In that behalf I can say that Government was guided by a definite

policy in this matter. Most of us were opposed to the grant of a mono-
poly to a Company which was not under the control of Government to the
extent that we desired. That matter was discussed in the Retrenchment
Committee and the hon. Leader of the Opposition knows what attitude W€
had taken in the matter. We found that the last Government went out Of

half of the lorries, which could have been distributed to

its way to give even ) ¢ )
the public, to the Commercial Carrying Company, and only 9 other lorries

were left for distribution to the public. = We thought that there was a neces-
sity for bringing about a competition, the result of which would be benz=fi-
cial to the producers. We thought of the potato growers of Khasi Hills.
We thought also of the consumers. = We know that the course adopted by us
would lower the price of things which are brought to Shillong particularly
rice, and other things also would be cheaper. Itis not true that some of
those persons who were taking a very active part in favour of this Govern-
ment were given permits. The Commercial Carrying Company  wWe€re

ine lorries and we thought that competition would be more

already given 1 : ] , s
healthy if some lorries were given to outsiders, particularly those who were
If that was a fault on

expected to maintain the competition  (hear, hear).
the part of the Government, if it was not a sound policy to create a healthy
between the Commercial Carrying Company which is a

gompetition
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monopoly company and some outsiders, I leave it to the House to judge, but
to our mind we have done the best thing we could have done in the circum-
Stances. Therefore there can be no question of bona fide criticism on any of
the points that have been raised.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: On a point  of
order, Sir. Does the subject relate to competition or the claims of
Scheduled Castes ? Is the Hon’ble Premier entitled to speak beyond the
scope of the motion ?

Thé Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Premier has stated the
policy of the Government and about the criticism for not accepting cer-
tain tenders.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Ona point of informa-
tion, Sir. Will Government in future consider the claims of the differ-
ent communitics in the matter of the distribution of lorries ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes, Sir. Even
here the question was taken into consideration.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA*: Sir, my name
has been mentioned by the Hon’ble Premier in this connection. The ques-
tion of starting competition was not a new one and was not started by my
hon. friend, as some would think from his speech.  This starting of ‘com-
petition came into vogue from the year 1928, and as my  hon. friend
Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin pointed out, before 1928 the Commercial Cal‘l‘yinc
Company had the monopoly of both the passenger and goods service. The
then Government, headed by Sir Laurie Hammond, took away  half the
lorries from the Commercial Carrying Company and settled them with out-
siders and thus opened a competition.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY*®*: Js it not a fact
that these people are supporters of the Government ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINA'_I‘H BARDOLOI: On the other
they were supporters of the last Ministry.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. Hon. members wil] s
that this matter of lorries is running over all the other cut motio::

hier). i
(Laué;)lr. )l\'IAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA*: I have to ask one questio
When the permit of Nil Lohit Das was cancelled why did not the GOVerrrll:

d castes ?

ment call for tenders from the Schedule ;

"Tic Honble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS* ; On ,

. . ir. I wasout, and 1t there 1s any insinuation or
information, Sir. hon. Mr.% Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri, tlie

made against me by hon. -3, >
tions are all false and vindictive. I never knew when the p

3 t h .
gzver}],? 1(:; }Cio:l",b‘i;n the SPEAKER: The question is:

“That the total rovision of Rs. 2,69,000 under grant
head——Tl;—Charges c];)n account of Motor Vehicles Taxg.tion Egtﬁ
51 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, i.c., tl’1’e amount of t’h
grant of Rs. 2,69,000 do §tand reduced by Rs.lO:O .

The motion was negatived. < _

The original motion that a sum not exceeding Rs, 2,69,000 1,
to defray the charges which will come in the course of Payment dc granted
year ending on the 31st March, 1940, for the admlniStratiOn of uring the
¢12.—Charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, the head

w
and agreed to. as then py

*Speech not corrected, \\

hand

point  of

allegation
se al]ega-
ermit Was

L] Major
at page
€ whole
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GRANT No.7
(RAILWAYS)

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUHAMMAD ALI HAIDAR KHAN: On
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.25 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on
the 31st March, 1940, for the administration of the head “Railways”’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved :

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.25 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of paymen. during the year end-
ing on the 31st March, 1940, for the administration of the head
Railways”.

There are some cut motions., Do the hon. members wish to move
them ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: We arc not moving thesc
motions, but at the same time we expect Goyernment to take note of
them.

The original moti.on that a sum not exceeding Rs.25 be grantcd to
defray the charges which will come in the course of payment during the
year ending on the 31st March, 1940, for the administration of the head
“¢Railways” was then put and agreed to.

GRANT No.13

(30.—PORTS AND PILOTAGL)

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUHAMMAD ALI HAIDAR KHAN : On
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg, Sir,
to-move that a sum not exceeding Rs.5,600 be granted to  decfray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year cnding
on the 31st March, 1940, for the administration of the head ¢30.—Ports and
Pilotage™.

The motion was put and agreed to.

GRANT No.15

(37.-——EDUCATION——-EUROPEAN)

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: On the recom-
smendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam I beg, Sir, to mOVE
‘that a sum not exceeding Rs. 81,600 be granted to defray the charges wlzlch
will come in the course of payment during the year ending on . the 31st
March, 1940, for the administration of the head ¢37.—Education (Euro-

pean)’’.

The motion was put and agreed to.
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GRANT No. 25

(Tools and Plant and Establishment Charges of the Public Works
Department)

The Hon’ble Maulavi MD. ALI HAIDAR KHAN: On the recoms-
mendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move
that a sum not exceeding Rs 7,74,900 be granied to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the vearending  on  the
31st March, 1940, for the administration of the Public Works Department
(Establishment and Tools and Plant).

The motion was put and agreed to.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : We have reached the time limit of on
:ogrm All o*her grants I shall put from the Chair—Grants Nos, 27, 28, 22
n .

GRANT No. 27
(55.—Superannuation Allowances and Pensions, ete.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is ¢ That a
exceeding Rs.16,28,300 be granted to defray the charges which will
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1
the administration of the head “55.—Superannuation Allow ’
sions including payment of commuted value of pensions.”’

The motion was agreed to.

GRANT No. 28

(56.—Stationery and Printing)

Sum not
Come in
940: for
ances and Pen.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is ¢ that a s
exceeding Rs.3,15,800 be granted to defray the charges which wil} com hog
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st Marcl, 194Ine Jn
the administration of the head “56.—Stationery and Pl'inting_” 3 0, for

The motion was agreed to.

GRANT No. 26

(54-A.—Famine Relief)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question is < that a
exceeding Rs.1,50,000 be granted to defray the charges which will SUm e,
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March Come in
the administration of the head “54-A.—Famine Relief”, » 1940, o

The motion was agreed to. ‘

GRANT No. 14
(36.—Scientific Departments)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The question g ¢«

exceeding Rs.7,100 be granted to defray the charges which that

v Sum
Wil come j, 10t
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course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1940, for the
administration of the head 36.—Scientific Departments™.
The motion was agreed to.

GRANT No. 4
(10.—Forests)

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : On the recommenda-
tion of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a
sum not exceeding Rs.9,02,000 be granted to defray the charges which will
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March,
1940, for the administration of the head “10.—Forests”.

(At this stage the Hon’ble the Speaker vacated the Chair and the
Deputy Speaker occupied it.)

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Motion moved :
“ That a sum not exceeding Rs.9,02,000 be granted to defray the

charges which will come in the course of payment during the year endi’n,g’ on
the 31st March, 1940, for the administration of the head ‘10.—Forests” "

I find there are as many as 12 cut motions—all arc to be moved by the
members of the Opposition Benches. May I know from the hon. Leader of
the Opposition what are the motions they are going to move ?

(Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda was then found to occupy the seat of the
Deputy Speaker, when the latter was presiding.)

Maulavi Syed ABDUR ROUF: On a point of order, Sir. Isit the
practice of the House that when the Hon’ble Deputy Speaker takes the Chair
in the absence of Hon’ble the Speaker, the Deputy Leader of the Congress
party will take the seat of the Deputy Speaker ? (Loud laughter).

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: We are afraid there is some
disturbance in the House because the arrangement of seats has been dis-
10(g:tted by change of seats by certain members. You have to put things 11
order, Sir.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. I want to know whether
Maulavi Abdur Rahman wants to move the cut motions that are standing
in his name ?

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that the provision of Rs.3,27,410 under Grant No. 4, Major head—
10.—Forests, Minor head-A.—Conservancy and Works (total), at page 46 of
the Budget, be reduced by Rs.50, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
R=.9,02,000 do stand reduced by Rs.50.

‘The object of this motion is to criticise Government for not allotting
Sufﬁcmnt area of land for grazing purposes. Sir, this very fact was many
a time brought before this Hon’ble House that grazing lands in the vicinity
of forests are not sufficiently kept for the purpose of grazing. Even in the
Present session I put several questions whether Government are prepared to
reserve land for the purpose of grazing. Of course the answers to my ques-
tions have not yet come.  Sir, these similar matters, so far as I remember,
were brought even in the last budget session and even in the first budget

i1
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session of this House. Now hon. members occupying the back benches of
the Government also said that sufficient lands should be reserved for the
purpose of grazing.  Sir, it may not be the concern of all the hon, members
of this Housc that sufficient arcas should be kept reserved for the purpose
of grazing, but it will surcly concern those hon. members who come
from such arcas where Government forests are there.  As for myself, I come
from a constituency where there are Government  forests and so I think
there arc other cases also.  Sir, what is the difficulty of the people for not
keeping sufficient areas of grazing land ? It was the practice previously
that people could graze their cattle in the reserve forests and there was no
restriction.  But now even if the cattle stray there what generally happens ?
There are forest guards. They will seize those cattle and they are im-
pounded. Though they are to seize the cattle that stray in the forest, yet
they will send reports of illegal seizure of cattle to the higher officers and
cases are instituted against them. And how does the trial go on ? If there
is a report from the Forest Guard, not to Spc—:ak of higher officials, whose
pay is Rs.17 or Rs.18, what the Court does is that even without corrobo-
rating evidence, the people are fined. Sometimes to my knowledge some
of them were fined to the extent of Rs.50. _On one occasion there were™ 35
accuseds prosecuted for the offence of rescuing cattle from the Government
area. The case of the forest guards was that they found the cattle strayin
in the forest reserve and while they were trying to impound them they werge
rescued. ‘These people were heavily fined. Of course they contested the
case but all the same they had to pay a heavy fine. Even' if there it
corroborating evidence still people are fined heavily, The point of th
Magistrates is that there can be no witness on.the Spot in these cases. - Wi .
I say is that if arcas are reserved, where will the poor People "O.to ¢ aat
the cattle ? You know the number of cattle in the Province jg gtc,)i end
decreased on account of the cattle epidemics and dearth of fodder HI% to be
we cannot allow the villagers to enjoy suflicient grazing | : ven if
be lacking in our duty. This difficulty was not felt by the People some
years ago. DBut since the forest area wa§ {esel‘vec.l by Govel'llrnent this
difficulty is felt. If Government simply care to enquire of the S“bdiViSional
Officers, and where there is no Subd1v1sxollalb9ﬁicer, the Additional Distric
Magistrate, they will find that a heavy m:rm. er of cattle Tescuing cageq aTCt
heard. They will be submitting reports for nothing. If cattle g b‘ t}1;63
side of forests even then they will submit a report, They win deman dy e
. two
PICE: ¢ s wemien s wmsse

Babu RABINDRANATH ADITYA: Wh

at is : .
L5 b two Plce, Su.’
understand

I do not

aulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Two pice is half ap an )
half x‘upee ; something they will realise and the people I;?-e Let it be
disturbed. But if any such bondobust is not made then the peq lnot to be
ut to trouble like anything. There is still one case Pending 3, tI})I e will be
igh Court. I want that Government should take o I?io e
matter and sce that sufficient area is reserved for _t}}e_pur
ticularly in those areas where pbeoplig lfl'vle (:I;;}C}er}c1ri1ty a
e should not be any number of fals rivoloyg est,
gloerl;ast Officers. 1 mayyremind the Hon’ble Ministey iprzse(‘»unons by the
are Ilam lands which are settled with villagers for Cultivagjoy 5°, that there
the cattle in the Tlam lands. The forest officer seizes the Catm]]' _
a report because they are being guarded by courts, tle ap
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My next point is that Government should take a serious consideration
and see if they can appoint a Committee of enquiry or appoint a certain
individual or officer to enquire asto whecther grazing lands are sufficient
and if more lands are not necessary. _

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the hon.
House.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :—

““T'hat the provision of Rs.3,27,410 under Grant No.4, Major hezfd—f
10.—Forests, Minor head—A.—Conservancy and Works (total), at
page 46 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.50, i.e, thc amount 0
the whole grant of Rs.9,02,000 do stand reduced by Rs.507.

) Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Mr. Deputy
Spcaker, Sir, for the elevation of our peasantry two things are required.
First, we should protect their soil and second the nourishment and improve-
ment of cattle. For nourishment what is badly required is there must be
enough place for pasture. There must be grazing lands so that the cattle
can improve. If Government want really to improve the condition of the
peasantry they must also look to this side of the question. There must be
deforestation of certain plots of land which can be utilised for pasturc pur-
‘poses. Now-a-days what we find is that in view of the fact that the Zemin-
dars and the Mirasdars have been forced by circumstances to withhold the
favour, they formerly used to give by sctting apart some portion of the land
for pasture, they have now taken them away for their private purposes and
the result is that the poor villagers have not much space for grazing their
cattle. This has told very hard upon their cattle wealth. So, while 1
support this motion, I want that Government should be serious in dis-
forestating certain forest area for this purpose. I may here place before
the members of the House that, while the hon. Mr. Rohini Kumar
Chaudhuri was in charge of the Forest Department, he set apart a certain
Portion of the Raghunandan Hill for certain villagers under the jurisdic-
tion of the Madhabpur police station in the district of Sylhet. But that area
13 not sufficient enough to meet the needs of the villagers who have got
thousands of cattle. I have already said that Government should not forget
that the peasantry cannot improve their condition unless there is scope for
the improvement of their cattle. The rise and fall, the prosperity ant

adversity, of the peasantry are co-related with the protection of their soil
and at the same time the arrangement that is made by Government for
the nourishment and improvement of their cattle. With these few words I
Support the motion.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Sir, this cut motion is a some-
what reasonable one, because in some places people are badly in need
of land for grazing purposes, In some villages, such as, Nisan-gram,
Nokma Khundi, Bangsi-Aphal, Chithuk and other big villages in the Goal-
para subdivision near the borders of the Garo Hills district, the people are
render.mg 10 days’ labour in the forest reserve to get admission to graze their
cattlg in Forest Re§erve. That shows, Sir. that there are not grazing fields
provided for thqm n their localities. ’ So f think Government will be kind
enough to'look into thege localities and where necessary grazing fields may
be arranged for the agriculturists,

The Hon’ble. Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Sir, I have listened to
what has been said by the hon. mover and his supporters. The reservation

Ve
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of land for grazing purposes generally concerns the Revenue Depart-
ment. Lands are allotted for grazing purpose under the Land Revenue
Manual by the Deputy Commissioners according to the needs of the people.
From the forest point of view free grazing cannot at all be allowed in reserve
arcas.  We have got plantations, areas for regeneration work, etc. There.
fore, free grazing cannot be allowed in the reserved arcas.  If definite propo-
sals come for de-forestation of some areas for the purpose, then *Overnment
may take them into consideration. But still the point requires careful
examination and thorough enquiry without which de-forestation cannot be
done. If definitc proposals vome, they will be taken into consideration by
Government.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Will the question of fye] also

be taken into consideration ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : T think there is

: anot
motion for that. her

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know, ifa particula
be brought to the notice of Government, they would look into t
and make some provision ?

I demanqg
he Mmatter

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Ty will be takey ;
consideration after thorough enquiry and examination, oo
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know from ‘the Hon’ble Min:
ter if a proposal regarding a particular area be sent to him, he wij make 3
enquiry ? an
q The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA - Government

prepared to make an enquiry in case of reasonable demands, are alwa),s
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : 'I.‘hen on the assurance of the Hops
Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion, on’ble

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. _
Srijut JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL : I beg to move, §; s
the provision of Rs.5,47,610 under Grant No. 4, Major head\l().\ X at
Minor head—B.—Establishment (total), at page ~ 47 of the ey Tests,
reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.9.05 get, ge
o

000
3
stand reduced by Rs.100. ; .

Sir, in moving this motion I want to bring to the notice of ¢

he :
resent Government havc_: stayed the order of . HOuSe
ltJ};C t%c? tpi“lgifotl?se(l})ovcrnment on a trader in Kukurmara Forest ‘sztl;gltl Dasseq

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Iwant to know from the hon, -
whether the order of the previous Government has been stayed L, €mbe,
sent Government on its own 1nitiative or on account of g "ePl‘eSentatiOf; fll?re-

IiC. . Om

the Pélll.Jijut JOGENDRA NAI_{AYAN MANDAL : _There was pub;
vance and there have been objections from the public for which the 1c Srie.
has been brought before the House. . 1§ Motion

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Is it the quCtion

ir? : of
Cha Srijut JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL : Sjl‘, the Mmatte,-
discussed on the floor of this House and the facts of thjs case ap er ha

to hon. members. ;
° "The DEPUTY SPEAKER : 1 want to be first COMVinced \hog n
€r
Yo

the

motion is in order or not.
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Srijut JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL : Yes.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Only ‘yes’ will not do. (Laughter.)

S.rijut JO(_;ENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL : After the assumption of
sc.':lits in the cabinet the present Government on its ow1l initiative stayed this
order.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: That is sufliciently rc])“(‘:d, Sir.

Srijut JOGENDRA NARAYAN MANDAL: A certain part of the
forest depot was previously occupied by the Assameosc traders. Then for the
expansion of that forest depot that land was acquired but afterwards that
land was again given to one Ramkumar Himatsingka with the understanding
that he will erect a temporary shed there but afterwards he got a shed of a
permanent nature. The neighbouring people got annoyed on this and as a
result there were some disturbances. It is {or this reason, the previous
Government issued order for the eviction of Ramkumar Himatsingka, but the
order has not been given effect to as yet. Due to this the people of the neigh-
bouring villages were very much annoyed. With these words I commend
my motion to the acceptance of this House.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Sir, on a point of information.
Will the hon. mover tell us as to who gave the order to have a temporary
shed there at Kukurmara ? ‘

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The Divisional Forest
Officer Mr. Bhadran gave this order.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :

That the provision of Rs.5,47,610 under grant No.4 Major head 10.—
Forests, Minor head.—.—B.——Establishmcnt (total) at page 47 of the Budget be
reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.9,02,000 do
stand reduced by Rs.100. S

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, I wish to point out
certain facts in connection .with this motion. This matter was speciﬁcally
brought to the notice of this House by a motion for the adjournment of the
House which was tabled by my hon. friend Mr. Beliram Das of the Con-
gress party. That was, in August 1937. His complaint was that a plot of
Iand was quite arbitrarily given to Mr. Ramkumar Himatsingka and the
then Minister in-charge of the Iorest Department Maulana Abu Nasr
Md. Waheed gave an assurance that he would inquire into the matter
and on that assurance the motion for the adjournment of the House was
not pressed. Subsequently both Maulana Abu Nasr Md. Waheed and

Sir Muhammad Saadulla the then Chief Minister inspected the locality ant
assed a distinct order that Mr. Himatsingka will have to clear out the
place within the 31st March, 1939. That order was passed sometime in the
middle of the year 1938. The whole history of the case is as follows :—
There was a plot of land near the Kukurmara Forest Depot which belonge
{0 one Ramkumar Himatsingka in whose namc the periodic patta stood.
SubscquentlY it was in the year 1932 or 1933, Government said that this par-
ticular plot of la_md which was included in the patta of Ramkumar Himat-
singka was reqmred_ for the expansion of the Kukurmara Forest Depot and on
that ground 2 forcible acquisition took place and the patta of Ramkumar
Himatsingka was cancelled. Then this land was utilised during the rainy
season for mooring of boats because opposite to this plot of land there Was
the Kukurmara Hat and the land was absolutely necessary for the purpose
of mooring of boats. I may mention here that about that time the Secretary
of the Juvak Sgngha, €., Youth League of that locality applied to Govern-
ment for permission to use this land for ercction of a library but that permis-
sion was refused by the Forest Department on the grounds that the land

§7 rv—
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would be required by the public. ('.Iu'.'i«_mx!y vllmlgﬁl,pin lhf' vear 1937 the
Divisional Forest Othcer Mr. Bhadran allowed Mr. .Imnzusm;;-k.: to build a
hous: on that plot of land. 1 htj order was that he would be allowed to
build a temporary structure.  Taking advantage of that order, he built a
structure, which is by no means a temporary ons !)ut really a pucca house,
the eviction of which will take sometime.  Considering lh.t‘_ nature of the
structure, the then Hon'ble Chief Minister passed an order giving six-months®
time for removal from that plot of land. Now, Sir, \\'h:lt. happened imme-
diately after the assumption of the present Ug?\'('llillllz,'xlt will be a very tragic
story.( Immediately after the assumption ot‘olhc;t. by the present GE)\'Crn-
ment, the Divisional Forest Officer, instead of carrying out Lha_t order for the
eviction of that plot of land, passed an order that if any on? interferes with
the busin:ss of the forest contractors, Lhcnﬁthcy would be evicted from
Kukurmara Forest Depot. The previous (mw‘nn'mn'. Passed an order
cvicting a Marwari not because he \\;:15 a Marwari or a foreigner but oit
certain legal grounds, but the present (m\rc.rmncm have Passed Aan order that
if anybody becomes a source of obstrqclmn to Mr, }-I_unatsmgkn then he
would be not only evicted from that dc])u't but also b];‘:@khgt(\d.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: Was that the (_-ovc‘.r‘;}‘m(\nt order.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Y s, Sir. If my hoa.
friem1 Mr. Barua listen~d to th> speech ~(i(“11\~c1x‘al_ 11‘()1%1 this side’ of the
Housz with any interest he will remember th tLa motion for adjournment of
th=z Housz was tabled by my friend M. ."\mj;ld. Ali in ths last Decembey
Session of the Asscmbly, and he u:sl‘;.cd for leave to move thag motion,
but the motion was disallowed. ~ Sir, we lhou‘th that although that
motion was disallowed Gov-crmmq.n }\'oukl“mkc notice of it angd do their
part. But what was more _d";'l]‘l)””“"mf%': Sir, was t}}:‘.t aﬁ'_or return to rery
h-:adquarters at t}w COII'SII,ISI()TI.()I Elli‘._]?i'¢i"lll?<?“ Scssion, T learnt that not
being satisfied  with that ‘3"(]"“1 O'l .%.\;1%[."0.!_17 ol \(}“. lh(f ASSHl}u‘sc traders of the
locality, Mr. H“nﬂ““}s"k“ 2 MU}““”' _‘ln“"““”jd a ‘Pmcccldmgs under section
107 for no other object .th;m to harass the logdl .tramjr% (shame, shame),
whom he had implicated in the chm'gC.} ,I\.v\()lt-lld- ha‘ve understcod  jf the
accused persons were merely F:.Ollﬁ'l'lC‘d t}()) il-“} j][\»l,l‘}UlI'l:ll:llé‘.-FOI“(tst Depét byt all
Assamese traders right from Sing: l11:) (ﬂ) as, lt;f‘: lf kg 110 lnpiicated.  Thy it
was a mala-fide proceedings w;lls clear exu)nf 1‘1\.1 act‘.t 1at “‘hcx} aftey several
adjournments the case actua}g’l???e“}l{ndo ¥ 13{3?1}113,)1\«_11‘. Hlmmatsingka’s
Muharrir conveniently absented him < ‘¢ proceedings wepe

P, - drop ed.

Sir, I have heard it said by the supporters of the present GOV(“mmGn}t }zlnr

the present Government will not really cancel the order of the Previoys

G vlgmmcm but what is the ground for Staying the ey ; us
(0] ’

order ? In this particplar case, Smy-((j)f ft\’lf:tloll Pl‘actigally prelude to Ny
collation of that erder itself. 'll}cn(?x er was PabSCd‘ mn the_m}ddle of Jine
but the period of this cold weather was §1¥011 ?0 that eviction may take
place conveniently. But aftc_tr ths_cold weat 1erld 1as passed, it will he az;
excuse for the trader to continuc txll thel_r;i:ét coI 1 weilther, and so iy this wa
the whole order will be, in long run nulli s lmv‘u hearq j¢ said that th
Hon’ble Forest Minister will personally mspect t e locahty at his Je; e
; iti himself. I don’t understand wl €isure ang
study the local condm.o_ns him bt Bt o 1at the necessit
of studying local conditions after all. ese facts were suﬂicmnt]y kn,
As a matter of fact after the assumption of his office, not o
more than that the Hon’ble Fores_t.Mml_ster has ‘pasge_d
cular locality, and he is quite familiar with that 10ca11ty, order of
stay of eviction is only a preluc}e to the parmanant cance]lqt: : of the
and the plea to visit the locality " to StUC_i‘Y the loca] COn
éyewash just to get over the present Sessibn of the Agge
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if the question i 4in mooted in the House
Minister will come with the pl("—l
rais scason., Thatis the

b
; M
3CT

alter the present Session is over,
= th? September Sessicn. the Hon’ble
that it was difficult to evict that trader during the
Way how the orders of the previous Governmoni—
Interest of the local people and to rectify glaring o istakes )
Superseded and ignored. In this cas¢ the I+gal step would have been f’ﬂh(‘f
10 surrender it to the oriwinal m-’,:r or to keep it opcn 1O usc by public for
Purposes of mooring of boats.. Under any ircumstances, the attitude of the
Prescnt Govemmcnﬁ in this matter cannot be justified and should be ccn=
Sured in the strongest terms possible.
TheMr. KED._ARM{&L BR.AHMI'.\?: Sir,
Chauéial 'fact’ in this cascis that in I\u.»;mxf.;..:. 2
si uris, There is the guestion of compectition belwe
'ngka and other merchants. Somc Bengalt merchants come tO )
[Phlacf and purchase sleepers and other lin.‘iu-a;:. They used to rf-sndt:fl:
a]f(:l 1401’15(: of a particular person who ‘(f[l"."_.“_‘”? t_:u.'xrn,i!';(_u_l( 6 annas., 8 annas
2t annas per sleeper and othier picces ol timbers. ) .
Srijut ROBINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Who is that partis
cular person please ? He is not a Chaudhuri.  Why do you make
“¢marks With;)ut I;n.(;w.ing a’nvthinq ?  Kukurmara is not my village ; MY
V-llage has a better name than that. (Laughter.)
Mr. KEDARMAL BRABEMIN: I did neither make any 1)
:’lof I told that the hom. member is related to therr. . .»"me‘; ways,, ‘3“~
a €r¢ was a Jjand Iying vacant for a pretty long time. Mr. Himmatsingka
\Pplied fo1 the land, and the land was grzmu-(l to him. He then began to
t}?é (ix:}‘ houscN?n tl’nat land. When t}zzijt Sln;il(}ling wztls ll;udcr (7(£I)SU'UC!;:;11;
~vtorest Minis M: Iahced Saneb WeEn 1cre. was als
P_rfis?nt at that lgs’ltgr’ ‘(l\/Ih'(,UI?ll:)isc“iis half erccted, the THon’ble Forest
aanmStCr himself saw‘ it. but he did not stayed I.}.I(? crection of the housts
2d I do not know how the housc could be demolished now after erection-
;)]r’ It is the only house in that line, and there is vast space left for
nl?loﬂng of boats. I don’t sce how (}ovcrnrr:cnt can dcny_ this right to Il’ﬂYv
fo; n} who goces there for business purposcs. Mr. Pfx_mrrx'r}t§)ngka went 1th'C‘
tmd?‘fsmess purposes and not for the purposc of.- ruimng the Assamesé
¢rs as my hon. friecnd suggests. So 1 oppose this motion. ) i
I doMaulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD AL_I: }_\/Ir. I?_cPuty Speaker; :S-ut,.
BcnrarlrllotDﬁnd in this Hall the same shining light of the Congress, Sruluc
ugust 19;"51’ whio tabled an identical ad‘l'oummenf m?non \durlng tlt
Sk i%el' Session of the f}ssembly to censure tl.C ‘then (Jo.vernmc.nt;
Prefe iram Das gave us to_undcrsl.qnd that‘1t was his intention to g1V
rence to local traders. And in the interest of the loeal traders only that

: ee t]ameld that adjournment motion. ~Sir, it was alleged in this House that
Drevigsa traders were being ousted in preference to foreigners by
fay s tf(}?_vernment‘. The Hon’ble Maulana Waheed was presiding over
Passecll) fh‘o io then, and in consonance with that adjournment motion D¢
S B(ﬂlisr order of eviction. VYe u'nglerstood‘then that the party behind
T aillss Sm 1Da§ was serious in giving preference to the local traders,
delayed aﬁder}&l y itwas found that the order of eviction was somehow.
the e B is Mr. Himmatsingka, who had incurred the displeasure¢ ©
?Ountcrblaist th_sorne hand in throwing out the Saadulla Ministry, and as g
e tronnt s S'IS order of the previous Government was_stayed. I ha
of the Moo ir, to table another adjournment motion to bring to the notice
positiag bouseh the fact that the 10_(:;%1' traders were put at a (}lsadvantageous
circulay y the order of the Divisional Forest Officer inasmuch as 2
ar was issued stating that if traders ot Kukurmara and Palashbar?

orders passed in the
of law-  are being

“irze

Sir, I rise to oppose this motion-
11

. almost all the traders are

reeny Mr.  Himmat-
this

s

remark:

the

wy ME——
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i for ing any difficulty to the

found to be responsible for (}mtt'i‘x;i:niss g B
1 [ ay U1l id) - neted. b S s

were in m\l}. \\f}.ill ')l"‘ blacklisted .:md 12\(!;1[\% Long seven ppecim hi“c

L t 1Y \ ; . S 1 WIng -Gay. S ‘.\ l » e
OutSld(,I‘S, ongress 18 sh S gt st Sip. 1 ey b

Sovernment that Congr :nt came into oflice, and 1 'h:,“) , oy
Govern ! his Government ca 4 {Mr. B. I\EOOKCIJ(L—Shortne.s.

o e T as vanished.  {Mr. : Sl el
Haom, for local il pe My 't 1i 1g that adjournment tion
siasm for lor[.xljl fim\‘[ understand that by Li. )I;x :-nyincrkq o
- ; ne wders faznl Birtsingles

» sight.) Gid n the same Prabhuday: o hich Sian e
eye the eviction of the same P,Lspnt at Kukurmara which \\\&F‘}ptool e
fOl. .‘.;hnvk;l from the forest \y; ‘” cager to give some lL‘lk 59 | .‘t
Himmats arty, they were not at : Cuflave. Sic 1 chintie Govemion s
by that party, it was a merc camoui ag . h(\;n e fon ot
traders, but ‘that (_ll;lln;wnc:s' which they ‘hmitc S;) 1.0“16 s S

i . ‘ s nb g stayed.
ith the same > order of evictio ) staye ] e
wit ths. How could the -or he motion, who says that it has been flo‘ e
mon I 'f:f()m t¢he hon. mover of t i*‘ i‘1i< & so, itis really very cflep orable.
b.earf tance of (}.)-.mmn::tnt.y A'H:- ‘T\Iinistm‘ of Forests, dur‘mg.the Jast
the inst: uestion the Hon SN ient motion, I was given to
In reply to a q abled an adjournn . as give :
N TERY »ssion when I ta sled Py M e S
December lsktl;'ll he had not suilicient ‘.u: had. | He v el
Undtxstﬂn§ e orievances that local l{.l‘( Lhul the worst part of the whole af?nr
kaow all ¥ l"uid he knew things bct-tu., ) piscsrditas. wore broughy S

ACE € : is visit crimin: 8 : _ tnst
;than 0)¢ soon alter his visit ]_( v were  harvassed  for 1'10t.hmg. ) The
is that 4l  traders. And thely ts is openly charged and it is for WiE
the loca inister in charce of I-Qusﬁ“"_ b ” s Ty uime statyed ol
Hon’ble i hv the (\}di‘r of eviction he g
reason why the er o
plats: The peas : = motion.

:};sc words, I support the AHMED: Sir, T really do not understang
| aulavi JAHANUDDIN s wsuing.  Sometimes they will very
Dkt this Government is purs g i i il
he policy that this or always encouraging local people, ¢., ndigenoug
the p ently say : we are for a \tkhmf somchow or other shoy that th
\vehcflﬂ of Assam and sometime bt fo>reiﬁnCl‘S- Sir, the porty to-day holding
PCOP.CMWC should also be giv C]‘_ Otht‘ (.Sf;lblishmeut of the Line System and
advan! ;Qf Government was IO‘I = reason s that they wanted to keep Tagrie
the lc-’nthc reason for that. I lf'nl Again, Sir, in the I'\aCh}lg‘aOn and
what 1s digenous people of x‘?SBﬂ there was a strike by the Gontracto}s’
for the 1Yon E)x'cstS, last year w_lt,rlthCse forest apeas wepe reserved fop leen
Haltll_ga;’tliol1 some 20 coupes rlllllnfo..tu”ately these have gone to the local

1 3 ® . ely o 4 ) s ol ca
Asso(i Either h)rtmiat(.l) hich the Hon'ble I\,Im?tu n C}l:ugg g
pecoplc. 1-1 area from w o 'hat do we find ? _]llst a few nGurs ago

ople from the ¢ { Kukurmara whe iolently for setiline the g
B pS'r in the case ol has spoken very violently fo settling the “OMmmep.
Bat, tlllé Hon'blc Premict Jorries with the local people of Assam, But here )
eyeln(:arryiﬂ"' Liorpany bnment are stretching their %mnd.s to loca] People_ §

o 1 - A ‘ :
cia t see that GOV"I_‘__indiUcnous sons of the soil.  Sir, they change theiy
do mot sc¢ ntractors A —— Himatsingka a5 his broy},
the lagal co ir conventence Hi : . d | thas
policy ording to thelr’ & this Government  in forming thig Muustry.
policy acc 1'103.1 helped  this d meney to this Government 10 form th
Mr. Prabhuday lied with men an mp Is it a reward ? 7q this he ©
because he supp. 1¢ this province : he party if th d Cauga
ress Ministry 1n t will go away from the party if they 2 Mot stay ()0
1C\}/Iorng Kedarmal Brahmin very sorry that this M1n1§t1y 18 Plll'sumg diﬁ‘erent

» iction ? Iam it their own convenience, | hope the Hoos
ki L imes to suit 20 on’ble

. in different tim ) reserve some Coupesfor the Tocy
oilcy in fought hard to res fthe oot 5
poie who has foug the rights of the locg people tq e o9
Minister, et o WS ¢ lo n-
ractoss, skould 20 hat man from whom this lang was taken away by
brats ik Lot 1 s Tha urposes should b_e_ Teturned afie, EViction of
o ment for public p It)" crebens this Mlmstry,
this g tleman who helped in fox et the motion

1 C € ¢ . i .
this g;vnil;h these few words, 1 suppo
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The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Sir, this motion con-

cerns the eviction of certain timber contractor- ~Himatsingka and (-rmzpfz}ﬂ}-i
1t is well known to all that Himatsingka and Company is a W(‘!l'm.u_d,)_h?l".(,
and big contractor, and the eviction of such a big contractor requires ¢ ose
examination of facts on both sides, My hon. friend Srijut Rohini h_‘{”,'f“
Chaudhuri has charged the present Gover nment saying that _tln: (E}"ll( '[f”il':
order was stayed by the present Government on Jts own initiation. u; i
false This eviction order was passed by the previous Government, and after
that we received an appeal from Himatsingka and Company, and on ;‘('(»{'lll::
of that appeal I considered it highly desirable to personally go and make
a local enquiry after stoying the eviction order.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: How can one Govern-
ment hear an appeal against the order of another Government ? There
may be a revision or something like that.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister should be given @
chance to meet al] the points,

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Ministry may
thange but Government is continuous, and thercfore the order of one
rovernment is equivalent to the order of another Government.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: There are instances when orders

bassed by one Government have been cancelled by the same Government..
I'can quote the order, (Laughter.)

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : So in the interests

of justice T think it is highly desirable to g0 to the locality and examine the
Matter after this session.

1 Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: On a point of information.
The Hon’ble Minister made the same promise to me during the last
Decembcr session that he will go and enquire personally.

5 The Hom'ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: I may take that
Oln

. tt' also into consideration when I go there in connection with this
atter,

. Maulavz MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: When does the Hon’ble
Mlmster PI'OPOSC to go ?

The Hon’hle Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Some time after this

BCSSiOn_

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May I take it thatif
the Hon’h)

€ Minister is satisfied that the orders of eviction are wrong, he will
€ Prepared to cancel it ?

= The Hon’ble 8rijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: That will depend on
1€ regl Grcumstances and merit of the case.

. Ehan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Even if the ITon'ble
mester 18

satisfied that the order ol eviction was wrong ?

.
!
A
i
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The Hon'ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : | cannot say any-
thing at (his stage.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: TItisa hypothetical case.

The Hon'ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA -
been said by Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed, I say that we have vlv;arly laid
down the policy to cncourage and protect the small contractors of the locality
Y reservation of certain nuimnber of coupes  and suthicient number of trees,
and this wi]l give them an opportunity for healthy
themselves. N ) .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is

“That the provision of Rs. 547.010 under
110&(]—--10.»—l"m'(‘sts. Minor head —B. Establishment
the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100 te., the

5

Rs.9,02,000 do stand reduced by Rs. 100",

In reply to what has

competition among

Grant No. 4, Major
(total), at Page 47 of
amount ol the whole grant of

" The Assembly divided.

AYEsS-—29

I. Babu Hirendra Chandra Cha- 14. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Kera.
kfznurty. mat Al
. o mE o 15, Maulavi Muhammag Maqb
2, S”'(lll}lt]. Jogendra Narayan Man Flussain (‘.h:'mclhury_ agbul
3. Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia. 16. Maulavi Munawway Ali.
i ) 17. Maulavi Saivid Sir .
4. Srijut Rohini Kumar Chau- tmad Saadulla. L I\’Illlldln-
dhuri.
18. Khan Bahadur I\‘I'lul-x\-‘ .
< < l S‘ . -
5. Maulavi Abdul Azi. dur Rahmany. ay1
6. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chou- 19. CGol. A. B. Beddon,
dhury.

20. Mr. A. I1. Ball.
v Maulavi Abdul Matin Chau-

21. Mr. F. w. BIClln(‘l‘h‘asgett
dhury. i
22. Mr. W. R. I
8. Maulavi Abdar Rahman. N wul],
23. Mr. IF. W, Hockenlyy
9. Maulavi Dewan Muhammad ull.
Ahbab Chaudhury. 24. Mr. W. J- Gray_

0. Maulavi Muhammad Amjad 25. Mr. D. B. H. Moore,
All 26. Mr. R. A, p

all’n(‘r‘
1. Maulavi ~ Ashrafuddin Md. 27, Sriiut R -
Chaudhury. = r]{Ean.IBIHOde I’\urnar J. Sara
2, Maulwi Ghyasuddin Ahmed. 28. Rev. 1,. Gatphoh
3, Maulavi Jahanuddin Alimed, 29. Mr. C. Gold

Smith
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Noes—52

a
3
Ut

1. The Hon’ble Srijut Gopinath

Bardoloi. ., ];5::.}.)“ P;.Al‘trhﬂlti L
2. The Hon’ble Mr. Fakhruddin {{) Srijut Kameswar Das.
Ali Ahrr.lcd. 27. Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.
3. The Hon’ble Babu Kamini 28. Mr. Kedarmal Bre: i
' Mr. armal Brahmm.
Kumar Sen. 90, Srijut Krisl T 5
A. The Hon’ble Srijut Ram Nath .;r : Snlu rishna Nath Sarmah.
Das. 30. Srijut Lakshesvar 3orooah.
5. The Hon’ble Babu Akshay 31. Babu Lalit Mohon Kar.
Kumar Das. (% 32. Srijut Mahadey Sarma
6. The Hon’ble Maulavi Md. Ali R Aoy arme.
Haidar Khan. 33. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora,
7. Th}t’; Iilon’blc Srijut Rupnath 34. Srijut Omeco Kumar Das.
rahma. 35. Rai Bahadur DPrec o -
8. The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur w0 dra ];1:,:“ Promude Cha
Maulavi Mahmud Ali. : e o
9. Kumar Ajit Narayan Dev. 36. Srijut Purandar Sarma.
M Arun Kumar Chanda. 37. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
AT Baidyanath Mookerj=e. 38. S‘r-l,.]llt RuJ:;xni Kanta Barooah.
39. Srijut Raj ndra Nath Barua.

12. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi.
#3. Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi.
14. Babu Bipin Behari Das,

40. Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua.
41. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.
42. Babu Shibendra Chandra Bis-

15. Srijut Bishnu Ram Medhi. Aada
16. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupt: e s G .
2 a(]lilaudhuri. jan  Gupfa 43. Srijut Slc.ldln Nath Sarma.
44. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momin.

17. Srijut Debeswar Sarmabh.
18. Srijut Ghanashyam Das.

19. Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar.
20. Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan.

21. Babu Harendra Narayan Chau-

45. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Das.
46. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
47. Srijut Dhirsinch Deuri.

48. Mr. Jobang D. Marak.

49. Rev. J. J. M. Nichols-Roy.

dhuri.
9292, Srijut Jadav Prasad Chaliha. 50. Srijut Karka Dalay Mirl.
23. Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath. 51. Srijut Khorsing Terang.
24, Srijut Jogeschandra Gohain. 59. Srijut Rabi Chandra Kachari.

The motion was negatived-”
The pEPUTY SPEAKER: May I know from the Opposition mem-
i tion they want to move now ?
.+ ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Cut motion No.11, Sir.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: 1 beg to move, Sir,
¢ That the total provision of Rs.9,02,000 under Grant No. 4, Major head—
10.—Forests, at page 45 of the Budget, pe reduced by Rs.100, ie., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.9,02,000 do stand rednced by Rs.100. ”

1 have brought forward this motion to criticise the Forest Administration
and Forest Policy of Government.

Sir, first of all, I should like to place before this House the fact that the
revenuc side of the forest has taken a downward course since 1929. During
the last four years there is no appreciable ris€ in the revenue from Forests.

-y ST —

AN
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In 1935-36 the revenuce was Rs.14.84.000, In 19306-37 it was Rs.16,85,000 3
in 1937-38 it was Rs.17,51,0C€0 ; in 1938-39 it was Rs.16,54,000 ; and in
1939-40 the budget figure 1s Rs.17,24,000. The expenditure is also gradually
increasing. In 1935-36 the expenditure was Rs.10,95,000 ; in 1936-37 it was
RS.I],?I%;(](f)() ; in 1937-38 it was  Rs.11,72,000 5 in 1938-39 it was

Rs.11,66,000 and in 1939-10 the budget figure is Rs.11,80,000.

Now, Sir, Assam is known to the world for the wealth of its forest re-
sources. Yet it is disappointing to find that nothing tangible is being done
to add to the resources of the province by exploiting these resources, The
last Forest Administration Report is not only disappointing but is provoking ;
and it is also acrimonious.  Mr. Mackarness at page 18 of the 1eport say;
“jt is regrettable that the phantasy of the inexhaustible and unexplored
forest wealth ol the province still exists V. He callsita “phantasy i
Can you cxpect l.)f'tu‘r {rom such an oflicer ? Ilz:\' report, }1()’\\T(‘,\‘C]~’ admits
that there still exists untapped sources of supply of timber. But dye to the
paucity of timber ard dithcultics ol extraction ‘:md CXpensive  transport to
market the project appears to involve considerable capital expenditure
Now my submission is that the policy as revealed from this report seems to b(;
that it is a stadonary policy. There is no forward policy of Government
in exploiting the inxhaustible forest resources of the province. At Page 6 of
the report he denouaces the irresponsible criticism which is levelleq against
the Departmant lm.m time to time in tl)t‘“ L(‘g\a.l;}tl.\'o ASS(‘mbly by persons
he says, who have little hl()‘n'lx'(‘lgc of their activities. For the edification 0;:
the Mcembers, I would crave the ‘mflulg(‘n(‘(‘ of rcading that portion of the
report. He says, © thatin the face of such effort it 1 damping to read the:
trresponsible criticisms which are levelled at the Department from {ime tre
time in the Legislative Assembly by persens who have Jittle knowledo il
our activities, which they appear to judge entircly by profit-makino os? of
dards, and whose remcdy for lack of greater funds for the So-called \;latisn-
building departments, cOnsists in pmposzt_l, to reduce expenditure on st*ﬁ%
and thereby increased the yc;u:ly surplus ., -~ E

I lcave it to the House 1_OJLEdgC whether su.cl} criticism  stands to 1}
credit « fan offizer at the helm of the forest adxmm.;tyjatiou‘ He suffers frole:
a superiority complex. I erave your indulgence again to read hjs mmali‘;
at page 17. He says— ’

¢ During the year, Government E{ltlateg a }?ohcy of PrFi:el‘Clltial "

ment and protection of Ass:}mcilc tCl‘m cr traders in one Division Vis-q-y; o
‘outside worker or ‘foreigner’ an ‘ ;ﬁO‘UpC S_al(_as In certain areas were reé S the
exclusively for the tormer. Apart IOT Ilmltc_d local demand, forest re\?rved‘
is to a great extent deper.@ent upon sales to traders ﬁ"om_ outside the e}?ue
vince. Healthy competition a.nd honest rpethods-of trading are essent; ro-
the continuance and expansion of business and unless. the ing; 1a] tq
character appreciates this fact and adopts these methods as 3 gfil;lrous

ac-

. ) 5 f N ’ ~ 1 1 beneral
tice, the ¢ forcigner ’ who, so far as experience shows, has Practiseq g -
dealing, will reap the benefit and obtain an increasing trade, > traighy
Here he insinuates that the Assamese traders are not g

. trarj.
Then he goes on to say— 1ght dealer,s.

« When this takes place, an outcry is raised by the local trag

is being subjected to the tyranny of capita‘hsrn and that the hona er t
being exploited and driven out of business. Persona] ;
ﬁroved the falsity of such complaints and it is hoped that "
prevail in future. >’

hat p
e
es.bworker i

1
SCr' Coungelg wil]
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Then he goes on to say that—
: “ The policy of the Forest Department has alwavs been to foster indis
genous business when conducted in an honest mo !
to anticipate that for many years to come there wil

d the-e is no reason
be emnpl o yyment for

2 |

all traders who work on sound lines. Political agita which is instigated
ng up commual bitter 1055 cannot bc
)

for purposes of vote catching and stirring I
for the welfare of the province and improvement of its hnoncial position—""

Now, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister has stated that the policy of
Government is to help the indigenous contractor Now may 1 ask the
Hon’ble Minister, when we have got such an
carry out the policy of Government, an officer who holds such stiong
views against the Assamesc contractors and who doubts their honesty also—
is there any chance of that policy being materialised ? It wili be no better
than a paper policy. As regards this I may remind the House that in 1929
When the revenue was about 36 l(’xl;hs there was no foreien contractor in the
field. There were only Assamese contractors and the revenue was much in
excess of what is obtainable now. So there is no substance in the argument
that with the employment of Assamese contractors the revenuce of the pro-
vince will suffer.

This gentleman, Sir. again casts aspersions on th
1 will refer to page 14 of the report.

He says—

¢« Comparisons are often unpleasant but it
instances have been brought to notice in which a
efficiently run by a member of the subordinate servi
found to be in a less satisfactory state after being placed under
officer. Such a state of affairs reflects discredit on the whole department.

I think this is the reason why we find many gazetted officers still 1‘()tti31g—~
not in charge of a range cven. I know of one instance of an Assamese Extra
Assistant Uonservator of Forests of 17 years’ service, who was a first class
M.A., who is still being attached to Lakhimpur division in an out of the way
place like Margherita. He is not thought fit even to hold charge of a range.
Out of 15 Extra Assistant Conscrvators of Forests, 8 are attached to a divi-
sion, that is to say, not thought fit to hold independent charge of a rangc-
Out of 5 such Assam=se Officers only one is in charge of a division. Others
are rotting elsewhere. This makes the administration also top heavy. The
Forest Utilisation Officer is a comparatively junior officer. I do not u_ndc_r-
stand why an experienced officer could not be given this responsible job in

preference to a junior officer.

Then, Sir, there is no definite policy regarding posting, transfer o
promotion of officers. The other day we rais d the qucstion of postig
officers in their home districts. There is one officer Mr. N. N. Das who is a

ho is the Divisional Forest Officer of Sylhet.

native of Sylhet I believe, but w :
Some officers of Sylhet have never seen this valley. Also there are officers
who suffer from 2 breakdown in health and who are again posted to un-

healthy stations. If I may be permitted to say, Sir, there is an anti-
Assamese feeling in the whole department (kear, he w), because the secretariat
is imbued with that feeling.

 The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member i3 far exceeding his
time limit.

. Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: This is a very.
mportant question, Sir. - ’

tors

unsvmpathctic exccutive to

¢ gazetted officers also.

must be admitted that
Range which has been
ce has been subsequently
a g‘.lzcttcd
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The department, Sir, deprecates the political agitation against the
¢“slavery of the Forest Officers in page 18 of the report. My hon. friend
Srijut Beli Ram Das on many occasions from this side of the Hoyse R ateed
the question of forest villagers.  Mr. Mackarness writes—

<« This labour is a vital factor in the working system of the department
and it is to be regretted that political agitation has been raised against fhe
alleged ¢ slavery * of the free labour system,

Again he says—

¢« Villagers invariably agree to render 10 days labour in return for such
produce and it is significant that in spite of the agitation which has been
fomented by certain politically interested parties, applications for settlen
on the existing terms are still being received. ™ nent

But I can quote one instance which is known to me of a certain villae
in Lakhimpur. age

I have got a petition of sixty raiyats with me. They are aj] £o
villagers. In the absence of low-lying lands in their own JOCﬂIity the f‘cst
into the Dibru reserve, and when they settled in that reserve they went
prosecuted by the Forest Department, and tkey were fined 1,25.10y e\;’e}rle
Afterwards the Forest Department 110\\"0\'(55‘ f\gr(‘.(‘d to take them as fo -
villagers  Now they have sent in a petition and I think’ the Ho }'Cst
Minister has also received a copy of it. It reads as follows :— ’ble

q@utea ArTRIT *1F WA 27 BBz | B 2139 @3 g waer Tires
@xdIcy Zfo! A5tE 93 Bot3 ey | e IHARA A 35 By o AleR By
frg atest | 4B (Rt wARME WS g2 fRa ww fy 3By T
stfga todwaz 31 T 1 faea

Now these are the oppressions and sufferings to which the
villagers are subjected to. 'The present policy of having Bir vt )
for the sake of pleasure has to be deprecated. It is extremely reo;fes just
that the proposal of the Line System Committee to throw open Lagkettable

Orang reserves has been t1_1r'n_cd down by the Forest Department P ug,iand
grounds. Sir, from the criticisms that have been made it will pbe o l’ﬂsy
that

this department is in the hands of an Officer who failed to see eye ¢
with the views of the public as expressed in this House. I wonder hoo eye
present Government which boast itself to be a pOpular GOVern W the

an Officer. Had I been in the positi can

accept the report of such " T
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Forests, I would have probably askedn of- the
way the Officer to delete that portion of the Report casting as ersiollstralght-
S On th

ers of the Legislature and making remarks belittling th 5
;I}ir}rlli};) Hon. HOuse.g But the present Government have noot deoncéel'lberations
such, I think they deserve a censure of the whole House. It ang ey

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : On a point of info )
May I know which year’s report the hon. member is feferring Mo TMatjop,
Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR BAHl_\/IAN 2" T ap o
report of this year. I hope Mr. Mookerjee will kindly g0 1:i]luOtlng the
report and then he will find everything. rough this
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : May I, Sir
question of hon. Mr. Mookerjee ? This report was accepteq ,b reply to
Government on the 5th of December, 1938 and not only thy the Preseng
congratulated Mr. Mackarness for this report. at, they
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Sir, m
year’s report the hon, member was quoting from ?



666 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [23rD MaAR.

Khan Bahadur RMiaulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: So the hon.
members will infer.........

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon. member will please reply to the !
question of Mr. Mookerjce.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : [ wanted to know to which
year’s report the hon. member was referring. 4

. Khan Bahadur Mzaulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : This is a resolu-
tion for the year, 1937-38 dated the 5th December, 1933,

; Mrx. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Please note that the report is dated
March, 1937.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER : Cut motion moved : ““ That the total
provision of Rs. 9,02,000 under Grant No. 4, Major head- 10.—Forests, at
page 45 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e.. the amount of the whole
grant of Rs. 9,02,000 do stand reduced by Rs. 100. 7’ )

Srijut ROHINI KCMAR CH:QUDIEURI Sil', the 1'(“}')(;1-1 \\'hiC}l was
read out now contains criticisms of the previous Government in so far as it
laid down that, preference should be given to the natives of the province.
It also contains strong criticisms against the hon. member now sitting behind
the Government bench who from time to time asked  that such preference ;
should be given to the local traders a concession in the matter of use of forest
produce. Now I ean assure the hon. members of the House that during my
time this report was not placed before Government and the resolution
arrived at by Government on the report was made on the 5th of December,
1938. As a practice thes: reports are placed before the Minister who after
perusal can direct the delction of such portion as he considers undesirable
but as we all know the present Ministry is at one with the present Conser-
vator of Forests so far as cncouragement of the contractors  from outside is
‘concerned. It is not difficult for any one to sce that Mr. Himatsingka is |
Persona Grata with the present Government as well as to the Forest 4
Department. The previous Government gave preference to local people y
in some cases, in preference to Mr. Himatsingka and it is for this reason
that these remarks were made by the present Conscrvator of Forests and was
approved of by the present Government. It is a matter of great shame that
the present Ministry congratulated Mr. Mackarness for making these
remarks instead of expressing strongest disapproval.

. Mzr. F. W. BLENNEZHASSETT : Sir, I rise to support this motion.
As I said in our budget spzcch, we feel that the Forest Department could v
generally be organised on more commercial lines.  We suggest to
Government for their consideration that propaganda might be yndertaken
in order that Industries such as the one I represent, should be given the
opportunity of knowing whether materials for building and other purposes
are available—what kind of timber is available, guidance as to jts suitabi-
lity for various purposes, where it may be obtained, and at what rates.
‘This, Sir, is a very simple request and I feel that were this jnformation
available, forest revenue might be expected to rise Considerably_ I also
mentioned tea boxes in my budget speech and said they could be made in
larger mlml:gers if timber were made available. We would welcome, as ‘
have just said, organization on these lines especially in view of the price of A
gteel. If timber for the purposes I have enumerated is not available, then
that should be made known 'if for no other reason than to clear up the
public apprehension that the Forest Department is not pulling its full
weight with reference to the revenue of the province.

gy

-
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Maulavi MD. MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDI'I.URY_: Sir, I rise to
support this motion. The hon. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahman has
lucidly described how the head of the Fprcst Dcpartmcx?t has failed tg work
out the policy of Government satisfactorily. I would bring to the notice 'of
this Hon. House another side of the question which the hon. Khan Baha-
dur has not touched, and thatis the head of the department has failed to
manage its officers.  Sir, when the non-Congress party were holding the
reins of Government, accusations were always made that the forest officers
were taking bribes.  After the assumption of office by the Congress_party, I
sce that sort of corruption has not at all been eradicated. I\_/Iaul_aw Abdur
Rahman has informed us about the state of affairs in Hablgan_.;. I have
received similar informations from lIaulv{bazar also. I beg to Inform ‘the
House that in my locality also the forest officers exact money JHe‘gally from
the poor cultivators. These poor cultivators go to the hlg,hQI‘. officers for
relief, but how are their complaints received 7 They are Iequired to pay
more and more and that also without any result. The impression i§ creqy.
cd in the villages that the entire Forest Department is a brlbe-taking
department. . s

: From the speech read out by the Hon’ble F mzu:ice Minister I finq that
Government were kind enough to reduce 10 days free Iabour to 5
days, i.e., showing 50 per cent. mercy to 'thC 1}33%0;' ‘1;2131§)1tams of forest
villages.  Sir, we have heard enough of tenancy b1 d’ > ave hearg that
service tenants are a sort of slaves, But I fail to un Ientar}d how a Goverq.
ment, who arc willing to do away w_'ith slavery lI:z:: ! grl‘f?‘te Zemindaris
are maintaining this sort of Slth‘.ry n t_ht‘lf.f_")“r;]e.r lr:;g f"“i) Sqme of t‘hé
supporters of this Govcrm.ncnt tried to justily thel €rs, but it reminds
me of a couplet of a Persian Poet : L

Har Range ka khahi Fama mipusht
Man Andaz Kadat ra mishenasam. " |

“You may wear a veil of whatever colour Iyou hk% but from the s
structure I can recognise you”.  Sir, this coup ctbc.?:l ?{ivery ey 'applied
to the present Government, who promised ;0 alrle gnowngdor}—-x of caven
e e ey F e ius. Glovement. did. My fiend R 15, Shioyin

ower as the previous overnme . u’ _ . 1 aid 5
Ilzdookerjee was asking about the year of thenrfachSt ,e rslzglisﬂ?t 1S 1m zttg'?eti}ll
The fact rcn]al:ns is that the OfHCCI" c_ast gf(? this IID-IOUSC rer%la;.)_l}lbt the hOn.
members of this House. The dignity ns the Sam..
whether it is a matter of this year or the last year. e

With these few words, I support the mOt]lSOn- Sir. Tdons

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Speaker Sir, o't want

:sh that th t motion should be talkeq .. to g
much as I do not wish that the cut mo ent. Th out, e 4
say anything I want to put a question to Government. There ¢ e Slore

are greatly suffering for want of paddy fields in the Garo Hijg, go(r)l?ée Who

3 . : Garo Hills submitt
le belonging to many villages in the ) ltted . Peox
guring tﬁe gtime of previous Government Péag’}mg for deforest&tigr? etltl()ns,
portion of the forest land for settlement, an overnment Promjg Some

into the question. I want to know whether Ehetslfepxipers are stj]] in to look
and whether Government are enquiring 1nto atter or hot, the file

B
roceed I want a reply. . efore
P The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA: 1 haye not L

apers with me now. . 8ot
pPap Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Are Government Prepareq t the
enquiry into the matter ? Make

4 Trlsl,e Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : Gowf:rnrne an

pared to make an enquiry, if necessary. ut 5.
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Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Again, Sir, the corruption is very scrious
in the Forest Department in Garo Hills. In connection with the checking of
corruption I have touched this department in my note which I have submit-
ted to Government. I hope the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge will kindly
look into that note very carefully and do the necdful.

The Hon’ble Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA : That will be done.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Sir, we arc thank-
ful to the hon. members of this House for bringing to our noticc certain

facts relating to the administration of Forests in this Province. Within the
very short time at my disposal I do not think it will be possible for me 1O
reply to the many points that have been raised, but I do feel that the
remarks that were made by the Conservator of Forests was probably not the
right thing for him to do (hear, hear). 1In this ratter an attempt has been
made to put it as a party question. Sir, I make it clear that we would not
_encourage any aspersions to be cast on any member of the Legislature. But
the whole thing must have been due to certain mistakes. It may be seen
that the report was in reference to the year 1937-38 ; cvidently it was taken
for granted by the Government concerned that as the report referred to the
actions of past Government and that therefore there was very little for this
' Government to do ; and in so far as the matter inside that report is concerne
it was thought that it was really not the concern of the present Government
to scrutinize. But of course so far as the reference, made  to the members
" of the Legislature is concerned, surely it is better if we look into the ques-
tion and take action. We are not upaware of the feeling that has been
created over it and we will do what is necessary for us to do in the mattcer.

' The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The question is: that the total provision
of Rs. 9,02,000 under Grant No. 4, Major head—10.—Forests, at page 45 of
the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.9,02,000 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

The motion was negatived.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Now I procced to the main motion:

e question is i—
£ 2,000 be granted to defray the

That a sum 7ot _exceeding Rs.9,0 : ;
‘charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1940, for the administration of the head 10.—Forests”.

The motion Was agreed to.

Adjournment.

The Assembly was then adjourned till 2 p- ™-> on Friday, the 24th

March, 1939

Shillong *

The 19th May 1939. i Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam.

A. K. BARUA,

A, G. P (L.A.) No. 22—129—23.5.1939,
e

- -
*
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