


Proceedings of the Sixth Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly, Assembled under the provisions of the Government of
India Act, 1935

THE ASSEMBLY met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a. m.,
on Tuesday the 2]st March, 1939

———

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

(to which oral answers were given)

Purchase of allopathic medicines for Government dispensaxies

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asked :

*¥136. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The amount of money spent annually in purchasing allopathic
medicines used in Government dispensaries of Assam ?

(6) The amount Spent i purchasing such medicines ag are mang.
factured in India ? '

The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATE DAS replied :

136. (a)—The expenditure of Government Institutiong under the } d
“Medicines”, according to the report for 1937, was Rs.36,036. ea
(b)—Government regret that they cannot Say at present.

1 . Sir :
such stores are obtained from the Calcutta Medical Store De ét 1:;(}:;3‘ all
it is understood, sells a proportion of medicine manufactupeq in »I (li(':h,
But information has been called for. ndia_

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Are Governmen,

medicines necessary for our dispensaries are oW manufactypeq inaIW 3C~11‘_-e that
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Yes, Sir, Goy ndig ?

aware of that. .
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Will Government be p]
issue-instructions to ‘the depbt concerned to purchase medicine m Pleaseq to

“IMment are

in India? anufactured
The Homn’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Sir, GOVCI’nrne

«der about it in due time, 0t wily ‘Consj-

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAR CHAUDHU Y.

ment aware of the fact that allopathic medicines are not ., OVerp.

larger section of the people of the province ? POpu] mon
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does this question arige? .
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN May I know frop, on’

ter that if'medicines manufactured in India are purcha € Min:

be any difference of actual cost ? £ sed, Whethe, thexl?;isﬁ
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS ¢ Sir, I have

that. ho knowl



546 QUESTIONS [21sT MaRr,
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Will the hon. questioner
please give us an idea of the firms that are manufacturing allopathic medi-
cines in India? .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is put to the hon. question-
er.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Will the hon. member please
repeat the question? )

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Will the hon. member please
give us an idea of the firms that manufacture allopathic medicines 1n
India ? -

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : [ deal in Law and not in medicines
but have seen and used allopathic medicines manufactured in India.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Will he be pleased to tell us
the name of the firms that manufacture medicines in India 7 1 want O
know whether he has got any idea of that.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : There are many, such as Bengal
Chemical, Ladco, Stadco and a hundred and one other companics.
(Laughter).

Jute Conference in Calcutta

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED asked

’ . ~anfe-
*137. Will Government be pleased to state the result of the Jute (»'(I.’: pt
rence which the Hon’ble Prime Minister recently attended in Calcutt?

far as the interest of this province is concerned ?

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS replied :
rith a
. 137.—The Jute Conference was invited by Bengal ()0\-‘1:1'11111.011!; Vutltlhe
view to consider the desirability of adopting legislation for restricting ent
Production of jute and to consult the Government of Assam and G-ovcrrcllmthc
of Bihar for co-operation. But as Government of Bengal considere vasghie
question of such legislation premature, nothing was decided. Such ig
lation might have affected the interests of the jute growers of our Prowfl‘c W
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May 1 know, Sir, whether there i @
%ny formal invitation to our Hon’ble Premier from the Governmcn
engal ? .
. The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes, Sir, ey
Invited not only me but the Hon’ble Minister of AgFICU}tUFC also. Ton’ble
_ Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May we know, Sir, why the Ho
Minister in-charge of Agriculture did not attend the conference ? ttend
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOIL: He did not 277
the conference on grounds of economy. It was decided that one ©
should go.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know who presid
conference ? ddin
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Mr. Shamsht
Ahmed presided over the conference. . Mr.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I kncw, Sir, whz=ther

as

ed over the

Shamshuddin Ahmed is the Minister of Agriculture in Bengal ? Iy a
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI; e was formery

Minister but no longer so,
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Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED: May I know from the Hon’ble
Prime Minister what discussion was held in that conference regarding jute
and whether he has got any notes of that discussion ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes Sir, my Per-
sonal Assistant who accompanied me to Calcutta had taken notes of the pro-
ceedings.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Will the Hon’ble  Minister
in-charge of  Agriculture be able to tell us what is the total output of jute
in Assam ?

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: I cannot say that
off hand.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know from the Hon’ble
Prime Minister what particular point he raised there ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: T said that the inter-
est of Assam was not exactly the same as the interest of Bengal particularly
in view of the fact that we have got new areas which have been opened par-
ticularly by the immigrants, and in those new areas we do not like to restrict
jute growing, we rather want to extend its cultivation and therefore the
interest of Bengal and Assam in this matter cannot be same. I  pointed
out this fact before the Committee.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Are we to understand that the Bengal
Government postponed it because of the dissention that was made by our
Hon’ble Prime Minister ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: No, Sir,
it is not desirable for us to put before the House, still w
there I like to say that I was really a bit surprised w
there was no agenda for the conference ; and that only s
were discussed. The Hon’ble Minister from Bihar bro
scheme for controlling the whole subject of jute growing,
marketing and price control. Of course, in the discussion we could
not come anything near it ; but only the question regarding the necessity of
restrictive legislation was raised. There was difference of opinion even
among many members of the Government of Bengal as to whether there
should be restrictive legislation and after some discussion this matter was
dropped as being too premature.

Maulavi GHYASUDDIN AHMED : May I know from the
Prime Minister what suggestion he placed before the Committee ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : I pointed oyt th
if the interests of the peasants of Bengal' require a restrictive legisla.tion as,
can have this legislation subject to certain reservation for ssam in V'le’ we
the fact that we require extension of jute cultivation ; because we }Y of
the information from the immigrant population who have ¢ ave

1 ome and
in this province, that whenever any new areas had to settled

be opened th
. e fi
crop that was to be grown was Jute. We could not see exactly eve to t:rsft:

with the Government of Bengal in respect of restriction, but
to the scheme if certain rese%vation cgn be made for this pxiifceeagrecable
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Is the Hon’h
Minis;:er aware that Assam is finding difficuliy for marketing
crop ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: vy Sir,
that, but at the same time we have to see that we are bour;d l'f A kr}OW
and we cannot agree to the restrictive legislation in the manner ° ﬁmVY Jute
posed by the Government of Bengal. that is pro.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALY: Was that
out or considered in that conference ? h '

though
hen the question is
hen I found that

ome stray questions
ught with him a b;
jute manufacturing,

Hon’ble

1C Prime
the jute

question Mooted
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The Hor’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes, that point was
raised.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Mav I know
from the Hor’ble Premier whether he had any scheme before him ?

- The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: '[hat was the
scheme that we had to put before the conference,

Fhe Hom’ble the SPEAKER : May I know from the hon. members
what they are driving at ? What is the point in all these questions ?

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDIHURY: We want to
l;luow, when our Premier travelled 3o far, whether he had any scheme with

im.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Premier has already said
what scheme he did put before the Committer.  After that, these questions
are unnecessary

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY:
Maylknow whether there was any discussion regarding securig a g’ﬁOd
price of jute to our cultivators ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: The main purpose
of restriction was securing of good price.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Was
any solution arrived at ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: As ] said, it was
considered that the question of legislation was p.emature, and that we should
8o on as before with propaganda for voluntary restriction. ]

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Isthe Hon'ble Premicr
aware that Assam jute, as it is, is not fetching good price, and that it 18
taken all the way to Bengal and passed as Sarishabari jute ? Wwas any
solution arrived at ragarding that ?

_ The Hom’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Sir, these qu&”
tions did not relate to the subject matter of the discussions. ‘The whole
Point was whether the production of jute should be restricted or not.

. Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : Was the Hon’ble Premier left with any
Impression as to the likelihood of Bengal legislating without the co-opcration
of Assam ?

. The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Of course, as the

Inance Minister of Bengal said, co-operation of Assam would be required.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : As a sine qua non ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes, Sir.

(Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed did not put his starred question No.138%.)

Proposal for filling up certain percentage of Government posts
according to merit

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE asked :
*139. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they propose to
‘:lselive?certain percentage of Government posts to be filled up according to
erit
(b) If so, from when and what percentage ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :
139. (a) and (b)—Government have not any proposal before them at

present, but the matter will receive the careful consideration of Govern-
ment.

*Question No.138. Isita fact that the Hon’ble Prime Minister stayed with Mr, Pra-
bhudayal Himatsingka, during his recent visit to Calcutta in counection with the Jute

Conference ?

SN
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Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: May 1 enquire from the
Hon’ble Premier whether he thinks it necessary from his experience that
certain percentage of posts should be reserved for merit only ?

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: That isa matter of
opinion, Sir.

% Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : The Hon’ble Premier did not
give any reply to my question, Sir. I did not want the reply from the homn.
Khan Bahadur.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Any member is entitled
to rise on a point of order.

The.Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes. The hon. member may modify
his question.

qu. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Do Government consider

from their experience that a certain percentage of posts should be reserved
for merit alone ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: It ajl} depends on
the nature of services in question.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : So far as the Education and
Medical Departments are concerned ?

The Hoxn’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: We have not as
yet discussed the matter in detail, butit seems to me that in scrviccs'
where expert knowlege is necessary, at least a certain percentage should be
filled up by competition alone. Of course, that is my personal opinio
Government have not as yet considered this question In detail, ag pI sa'f:i
before.h Bahad ’ i

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Will e
side the Province come in the competition ? people from e

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: T should thixy
that in these cases where expert knowledge is necessary, we shou-Ht -
hesitate tci get ll\)/f%ple even from outside the province. ROL

Maulavi HAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Does this L Ry
to professorships and lecturerships where expert knowlgégcq;;c I‘;it‘}:'a‘::]iélsy
sary ! )

i The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : The
proféssorship lis absolutely different fro]m that of lectur
sider lecturerships are posts which in all cases may not require
knowledge of a lﬁligh standard. But in case of prgfessorsl?i;;p:v argz cXpert
feel that best men should be recruited. e eﬁmtely

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Eve .
province ? n from outside the

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI ¢ Yes, §;
expert knowledge is necessary. That is my personal opin; Sir, Provided
GovemmegtR lﬁl‘:{e not come to any decision. pinion, as 1 said,

Mr. KUMAR CHANDA: Do Govern- .
efficiency and merit are inter-related, and that eﬂﬁﬁ?en‘t appreciate thay
made subservient to other considerations ? Y suffers jf merit §

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOQ] .

. Question of
ership.  We con-

but I cannot say what Government would think I Personally ,
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Are r.mt Voot v agree
professors according to seniority ? €Cturers

rs
Promot
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI . e 2
_ Mr. BAIDVANATH MOOKERJEE: Mgy, | L5 Sir.
this point will be considered by Government ? ave an jdeg whe
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOL 0y, "’

venient for Gavernment, As early gaj con
L)
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Government com-

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Do
plain that they do not get persons of suitable merit in this province to fill

up provincial posts ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: There has been

some complaint from some Departments.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: To

posts ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yes, Sir. .
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Persons of suitable ment

are not available ?
That is not always

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI :

fill up prm‘incial

80.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURT: Is there any difficulty in
limiting the recruitment to provincial services within the province ? .

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: That is the princi-
ple followed as far as possible. As I said, in cases where expert knowledge
is required, it may be necessary to recruit men from outside the province.

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble Premicr
please illustrate the provincial services in which expert knowledge may be
required, so as to necessitate recruitment from outside the province ? B

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: For example, if
we want to have a survey of the possibilities of industrial dcvul()l)lll(int o
this Province, it is quite possible that we may have to obtain an expert
from outside the province. Then again, if we want to examine the Vel
conditions and the causes of frequent floods we may have to get expert
knowledge from people outside the province, and so on. As 1 said, this
mattec has not been considered by Government in detail so that I may
able to say anything definitely.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : In view of the main question, may I
know whether appointments are given only to candidates who are found tO

be meritorious and deserving ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: At present we 4T°

not putting the best merit in our services.
Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Isit not?
fact that the standard of education is deteriorating owing to the fact tha
merit has not been the prime consideration ? £
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: It is a matter ©
opinion. We cannot say what would have happened otherwise.

ter of Industries to the Karimgan]

Tour of the Hon’ble Minis
' Subdivision

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked:

#*140. Will Government be pleased to state— ,
(a) The purpose and the duration of the last tour of the Hon ble
Minister of Industries to the Karimganj subdivision !
(b) The amount drawn by him as travelling and halting allow-
ances in this tour ?
¢) The benefit, if any, the public has derived from his tour )
(d) Why the duration of the said tour was prolonged and the
previous programme as published in the Gazette altere
(¢) Whether he made such a prolonged tour in any other part©
the province ?
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(f) Whether he _tr.icd by .tl'1is prol_ongcd tour to mitigzité the
public opinion mobilised against him for his acceptance
of office as a Minister ?

(g) If so, with what amount of success ?
(h) Whether black flag demor.lstratxon greeted him wherever he
went within the subdivision ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI replied :

140. (a)—For purposes of general inspection, to study the local condi-
tions under which cottage industries ar_ld Co-operative societies were being
run and to discuss ways and means of improving them, etc, The durato
of the tour was from the 19th December 1938 to 31st December 1938, :

() Rupees 224-13-0. ) )

(¢)—The wusual benefit which is expected to follow from o
acquaintance with local conditions.

(d)—The people of various places deman
localities to see the condithnoof Industrial growth an
and to advise them for their improvement, etc.

(a)———NO.

(f)—No. ,

(g)—Does not arise. _ _

(h)—In some places. A few boys including t
questioner were seen with umbrella cloth at the top of
pieces of bamboo.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: May I know fr
whether the condition of the people of Karimganj
im ?
t© thhe Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: g .
matters are to be considered now, it was unknown. ' O far 54
Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Was he nota member of fig Cons 11
c

ded a visit to their
d development there

he son of the

X hon,
Some sticks or gmalt

mal}l
om the Hon’ple

Ministe
was so long unknm::;

12 or 13 years ?
for The Ho}x;’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI:

in charge of industries. But p, t
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: As representag;

the Council and as a member of the Assembly did he not study localve of

ditions so far as industries were concerned ? con.

he Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD .
the }':mf3 me(r)nber knows that the duty of a Minister is muC}?Ir;llo‘ I
sible than that of a member of the Council or Assembly. re

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:

think
I want direct 4

Sir. : NSwer,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Will the Hon’be Ministep .

direct answer ? T give ,

lreCThe Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUyUp ALJ. _

: ‘biliti f a Minister, I must know thj * ow th
Ih this responsibilities o : ings acegra: at
a\lf& aulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May I know By tﬁrdlngly_
Minister how many nights he passed in his own home ? ¢ Hon’ble\

Bahadur Maulavi MAH
The Hon.’ble Khan M MUD .
single night, Sir. 1 could not make time at all. :

Not

there ? . . k he diq
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi M AHMUp A

hon. member comes to this side he will understand vy oy tangibll;lz If the

done. € work was
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The ch’ble the SPEA.KER 3 I thi”k, thf’f‘,r_ are ('!l]pf;w_i,j!u«; i” (h(‘
nature of cross examination. The point that has been made out s H;-}‘_
[ travelling in S

whenever a member becomes a Minister the nccessity of
constituency is dispensed with.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: May T know, when he spent so much
time there, what benefit the people of the locality derived from  his tour -

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: Much, 2%
I went to Cachar, Maulvi Bazar and to Sylhet Sadr, and not to I\"-.mn,%:i““J'
alone. In Karimganj | was stopping from the 19th to the 31st December
only.

Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTI: May I kpow
whether after his tour he submitted any report to the ( rovernment
for any industrial scheme in the Karimganj Subdivision ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI:
innumerable.

‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 1T think the Hon’ble Minister mean®
imumerable schemes ? ]
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI : Yes, 517
schemes of many industries. .
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI : The Hon’'ble Minister sﬂ>~;
he paid a visit only to study local conditions and to devisc ways and mean
for improving the industnics. What advice did he render? . ol
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI- 1 advis®

Yes, Sir!

. . : f N yulc
that they should organisc industrial committees in the subdivision and sho')
form co-operative weaving societies and industrial socicties and then to Lovc

Government loans when and where required, and that they should impr
their existing industries and take to new industries.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: The Hon’ble Ministel' "% ¢
that he has advised some weavers. May I know for what other indust’
did he advise ? ¢

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I must remind hon. members tha
cross-examination cannot be the object of supplementary questions. I

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: Sif,,
adwvised them to take to paper making, glass manufacture, umbrella making
Sital pati industry and some other things.

‘Maulavi MABARAK ALI: May Iknow whether the public OF
himself was benefited from this tour ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: The tour
was for public good.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: The Hon’ble Minister has not
my question, Sir With regard to (¢) I want to know, whether t
refers to'the Hon’ble Minister or to the public. ly

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: The 1€P
given ghere is all right, Sir. (Laughter.) lic

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: ‘What was the benefit which the publ
derived from this tour ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: I can 52Y
this that people have derived much benefit. It is the people who can say
whether they are benefited or not. ,

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: 140(c). The reply is “the usual bencfif
which is expected to follow from an acquaintance with local conditions -
May I know what ‘usual benefit’ means ? ,

he

understoo,d
he sentence
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: The hon.

member may consult the people and it is they who can reply this ques-
tion.

" Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: May I know the actual expenses in-
curred in that tour ? :

The Hon’ble Khan Baha dur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI : Rupees 349,

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Is it a fact that the people of no locality
wanted him, but he thrust himself on the people ? _

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD: ALIL: This
opinion is embodied in the large number of addresses that they presented to
me when I visited their localities ? ) )

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: If that is so, why was he accompanied: by
armed soldiers, body guard and Inspector of Police ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mal_xlavi MAHMUD ALJX:
that question it will go against the dignity of this House
dignity of the hon. members.

If I answer
and against the

Memberships to Local Bodies, etc. of certain Hon

’ble Ministers
before their taking offices as Ministers

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

*141. Will Government be pleased to state

(@) In how many Local Bodies and Gommittees—Government,
semi-Government and private, the Hon’ble Minister of
Local Self-Government and the Hon’ble Minister of Indus-

tries were members or office-bearers before they were
appointed as Ministers.
-

(b) Whether they have since resigned their members
of those Bodies and Committees after their t
Ministers ?
(¢) Ifso, when ?
_ (d) If not, why not ?

hips or offices
aking offices ag

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLO] replied :

41. (a)—Government do not propose to enquire into hg v
Bodiis anc(l %]ommittecs the Hon’ble Minister for Loca] Self‘-G:;vvmanY Local
the Hon’Ble Minister of Industries were members,
by them it appears, however, that the Hon’ble Minister fg
Government was Chairman of the Karimganj Central GO‘OPerativ "
Secretary of the Karimganj Pleaders’ Bar Association, memb € Bank,
Madan Mohan Madhab Charan Aided Girls’ High Schog] and \;:.r of th_e
dent of the Karimganj Public High School (recognised by Go 1ce-Pres;i.
The Hon’ble Minister of Industries was a member of 'y, vern‘mEHt).
Madrassa, of the Karimganj Government High § e

of the Karimganj Municipal Board.
(b) and (¢)—The Hon’ble Minister for Lo
after his accession to office resigned all the officeg
- in (a) of question No. 141. Similarly, the Hon
now resigned the offices held by him,
(d)—Does not arise,

cal Self

Govern
held by him PR
: d as speci
ble erustcr of Indust?ii?%zg
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Maulavi MABARAK ALI: When did he resign 7 ) e
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Very recenlly,
about 18 or 20 days ago. "
Maulavi MABARAK ALI :  After the receipt of my question =
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Yoo Sir.
Maulavi MABARAK ALJT : ‘Thatis, how many months after his ap-
pointment as Minister ? _ ) nber
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: The hon. membe
knows very well. ov . On a
Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Of -
point of order, Sir. The Hon’ble Premier did not rise in his scat when
replying to the question. .
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : Yes, I was nsing
The Hom’ble the SPEAKER : He simply made a pretence of "“.‘“ﬁ-'
Maulavi MABARAK ALI : The Hon'ble Minister for Local b('] :
Government resigned his offices as soon as he became a  Minister, l,pt t IIC
Hon’ble Minister for Industries only resigned after this question was mhl?(l.’
z ¢., after six months or so. Is there any difference between their menta
ities ?
The Hon’bhle the SPEAKER : [ disallow the qur;—gtiun.

Unemployment in the Province
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI asked :

*142. (a) Will Government be pleased to state what steps have beff;
taken for the removal of unemployment generally and particularly among®
the literate youth of the Province ? '

_ (6) Will Government be pleased to state if any survey has been
made of the extent of unemployment in the Province and  if they are in 3
position to give the approximate number of unemployed people wheth€
educated or otherwise ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI replied :

142. (a)—Besides continuing the small agricultural training farm 35
Kokilamukh and the training of another two batches of uncmploycd
educated youths at Sylhet and Jorhat farms, as many as 43 uncmplOth
youths are being appointed Veterinary Field Assistants from the curren
month. Provision has been made in next year’s Budget for starting A
automobile section in the Sylhet Technical School and a bell-metal wOft_
training class in the Jorhat Technical School. Government arc also colle€ _
Ing materials regarding Cottage Industries with a view to their develop
ment and to give relief to the unemployed youths.

. (b)—Government have by a resolution authorised the Fede _
Legislature to pass an Act to regulate the collection of statistics of CmPlOY_
ment.  They have also decided to make a survey of the educated unemploy
ed and a register is being opened in the Secretariat for that purpose.

ral

.. Rev.L. GATPHOH: Are Government aware that there is a oD~
siderable number of unemployed educated youths of the Hill districts
Assam, especially in the Khasi and Jaintia Hills ? .

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI : 1 think
there are a large number of unemployed youths everywhere in Assam.
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Rev. L. GATPHOH: Will Government be pleased to state why the
Experimental Farm at Shillong has not been turned into an Agricultural
Training Farm to slove the problem of unemployment in these Hills ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavj MAHMUD ALI: It js not
the only and sufficient means,

Provision for released political prisoners

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE asked :

*143. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether they have made
any provision for giving scope to the released political prisoners in Assam
for earning their livelihood ?

(6) If not, do Government propose to take any action in this
respect ?
(¢) If so, what is that ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :

143. (a), () and (¢)—Government asked some of them to
new posts created in the Veterinary Department. Government also under-
took to write to Assam-Bengal Cement Company for providing them in their
service. One prisoner wags recommended as a contractor under Public
Works Department. Further, a scheme to start an agricultural colony for
the released political Prisoners, is under consideration.

apply for

Transfer of the capital of Assam from Shillong
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI asked :
*144. Do Government propose to shift the capital from Shil]ong ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replied :
144.—The matter is not under the consideration of Government,
Transfer of the capital of Assam from Shillong
Babu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS asked* :

*145. Has the attention of Government bzen drawn t .
the caption ‘“ Need of a change » published in the Amrita Bg,,
(Assam Edition) in its issue of the 1st February 1939 at pPage 15
and 4 ?

*146. Do Government propose to take steps to change the
province to some other place ?

r Patrz'ka
3 COIUmns 3

apita] of the

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLO] replied .

145.—Yes.
146.—The matter is not under the consideration of Government

et

*QUESTION No. 145 standing in the name of Babu S

put by Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy as the questioner was absc

hibendra ) i
o Ghandra Biswag was



856 QUESTIONS [21s1 MAR.
Permits to ply Motor Vehicles on the Gauhati-Shillong Road
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI asked:

*147. (a) Will Government be pleased to state the names of the persons
and concerns who have got permits to ply motos vehicles (a bus or a  truck)
in the Gauhati-Shillong Road ? .

(b) Isita fact that Government have cancelled some permits
originally granted ? -
(¢) If so, why ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI replicd :
147. (ayj—A statement is laid on the table.
STATEMENT LAID ON THE TABLE IN REPLY 1O .\”l',\l{l(l"‘lz
QUESTION No. 147(a), ASKED BY MAULAVI MUHAMMAD

MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY AT THE BUDGET
SESSION OF THE ASSEMBLY, 1939

Statement showing the names of persons and concerns who have got permils to pY
Motor Vehicles (a bus or a truck) on the Gauhati-Shillong Road

Sl Name and address N“'Z,"T"‘r
I)Cr”uls
1 The United Fruit Company, Limited, Shillong | (0110)'
2 Maulavi Mawla Baksh of Messrs. Golam Hyder and
Sons, Shillong o1 (OUC)‘
3 Messrs. Bhojanlal Srinivas, Shillong ... 1 (one)
4 U A. Macdonald Kongor, Shillong ... 1 (one):
5 Maulavi Md. Abdullah, B.L., Howapara, Sylhet ... 1 (one)
6 Srijut Mohini Mohan Goswami, Gosainagor, Gauhati 1 (one)-
1

Srijut Nabin Kumar Agarwalla, Uzanbazar, Gauhati,

on behalf of Gauhati Transport Company 1 (Onc)'

8 Thq Cachar Native Joint Stock Company, Limited,
Silchar ... 1 (one)
9  Babu Nil Lohit Das, Laban, Shillong ... 1 (one)
10 The Commercial Carrying Company, Limited ... O (nine)

“Babu Nil Lohit Das and Maulavi Md. Abdullah have subsequently surre?”
dered their permits and they have been granted to Srijut Girish Chandra
Barua and Maulavi M. Syed Ahmed of Gauhati, respectively.
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(6)—Yes ; two permit-holders have since surrendered their per-
mits. X
(¢)—One of them had violated the terms of t’hf_: permit ; the
other a practising pleader had not secured the necessary permission from the
High Court.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY; As
regards (¢) in what respect was the condition violated ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : The lorry vy
put on the road till the 17th of January ; and it was brought to oyr not
his financier, somebody else, that the financier would not finance it,

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : W
to show cause ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : Yes, Sir.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Are Government aware of

" . A, of the fact
that some lorry permit holders have transferred their rights to ), arwari
firms in Shillong ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : No, Sir,

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : May I know on wh
the lorries were settled ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Pl‘a(:tically
same principles on which the last Government settled them, ang als On_. the
view that there should be a healthy competition between the :3110 With a
Carrying Company and the individual permit-hold 1Mmercia]

ers, so that the b s
i i €1
whatever it may be, might accrue to the growers as well as the ¢qp weht, or
Shillong and Gauhati.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it a fact that Baby
was called upon to show cause why he had tr
another ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : No
called upon to show cause why he had
consequently his permit was cancelled.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Was
cial condition of Maulavi Abdulla ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLO] Yes, s;
possible. It is very difficult to gauge the financial condition’0 r,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Dj
selves that his financial position w
ing the license ?

as not
1ce by

as he given any notice

at principle

Nil Lop;
ansferred hjg poe:};ixtlifD?c)s

: Sir,
not put his lorry &t the 1o He Wwas

ad: and
an enquiry made Intg the fina
n-

d not Govemment sati
as good enough to run 3 lorry fSfy themy
€ Or -

8rang.

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOJ .
answered the question. have alreaq
Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Are y

Government r

it from me that some permit-holders haye transferred thejy Eoipal‘ed t
Shits

firms in Shillong ? " Mgrtake
The Hon’ble Stijut GOPINATH BARDOLO;, _— Eo
Mr. NABA KUMAR Dyt S, Sir,

. TA : If this is :
contract, will the Government tal dgamst ¢

<e action in the Matter p © termg
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLO], o the
son}ethmg done against the terms of the contract G. es, Sip i
action. > OVernme,  there g

will take
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M l i i N - p % N A - 1 ) . w
plcadcrag’l avi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is not Mr, Abdulla a pracusing
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : Yes, but he might
have obtained permission from the High Court. ~ g
l?r. MAHEI\.‘DRA NATH SAIKIA: Mav I know from the Hon'ble
Premier whether in granting the licenses the intcrests of he  different coms
munities were taken into consideration ? o '
_ }']I'he Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI :  Yes, as far as prac-
ticable. s ri
. Dr.'MAHI"JNDRA NATH SATKIA : Was any scheduled caste man
given a license ? y le as
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: llhcre were (WO
apphcat’()“s from the Sd'(:d“]"(l castes and a ﬂin cnsc was given to oneg, but
for reasons stated above he had to surrender his permit and therefore we had
to make another arrangement.
Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: May I know why the same was
not given to another scheduled  caste man. ' ’
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI :  As I said, there
one other gentleman from the scheduled castes and he is a member

wias
of

only tlem '
the legislature. We did not think it quite desirable for Government to give
any contract to hirn. { ! ‘

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : [s there any bar to settle a [icense

ha scheduled caste man who is a member of the legislature ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI:  All that |
is that to us it would not 1‘001( quite right for Government (7«;' cnte
contract with a m(_f'”b“r of the legislature directly.
Dr. MAHEt'le)aA.NATH SA‘IKIA: A\I:l)"‘ [ know the names of tae
gentlemcn Wh? submitted tenders from the scheduled castes ?
The H(XleEl;;JSl}i:PIE::KER: Narnes cannot be given. i
Dr. M TH SAIKIA : Is the other g(:ut]c]n.’ln Rat

Sahib Sonadhar Das Senapati ?
’ o . 2 . . =
ble the SPEAKER : It is not dignificd to mention the name:

wit
can 53Y

rinto @

The Hon
Unless it is very necessary, names should not be mentioned.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: I think, that ruling should
i have

d a little. Because the names of the persons or concerns who
got permits appear 1 the list. And it is for t{mc purpose of diss-cussing the
relative merits Of.dlffcrcnt candidates on a comparative basis that W€ are
required to mention the names of the tenderers.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Premier has said that
Government did not thlhnk it desirable to grant a license to a member of
the legislature- Wllly should the hon. member be so anxious to give out
the name ! He belongs to the scheduled caste, that is sufficient an why
should his name be Vdragged out ?
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI : That is our point of view-
Maula.v1 JAHANUDDIN AHMED: The hon. queStiOner is askiﬂg
for the names of the persons who have been granted the lorries and what
is the harm 11 mentioning the names of those who have not been given h

be relaxe

*ta P
permlts t 5
Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The harm is that the name Of 3
€

The 3
f the legislature should not be mentioned when it can be avoi

member O s o
. C s ag it det e
in a case like thi racts much from the dignity of the officer.

Mau'
it on merit t

Javi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHOUDH w
s URY : A
hat a license was granted to one Mohini Mohan Goswami ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI :
tion of merit. The whole thing is this : Government -was anxious to main-
tain a spirit of competition between the Commercial Carrying Company
and the individual permit-holders for the benefit of the public.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY :
fact that the International Times—a

letter written by the Hon’ble Pre
Mohan Goswami for the good se

There was no ques-

Is it a
newspaper of this town published a
mier and giving a certificate to one Mohini
rvice for the maintenance of the Ministry ?
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI :

Sir. All that I can say is that it is absolutely false.
to Mohini Goswamji.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY .
prove the letter which was published in the ZInternational Times.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Y es, International Times
published it, but the fact of his giving a letter
what the Hon’ble Premier wants to make out.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDH
Hon’ble Premier want to say that he did not write any le
that Mohini Mohan Goswami should be given a permit ?

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI:;
see no harm in giving a certific
definitely say that I k

I am not aware,
I never wrote a lettep

I can

2 may haye
1s absolutely false. This i

URY: Does the
tter to the effect

. No, I did not, I
ate while I was not a Minister, but T can
ave given no such certificate when I became a Minister

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: What basis or principles were

adopted f:0r giving these permits > The Hon’ble Premier has said that
these lorries were granted to keep a competition with the Commercial Carrv.
ing Company, but my question is, wh

at basis or principles were adopted j
P - - . - - 1
settling these lorries with the individual tenderers ? n

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : I have already sajq
that the main principle which guided us in this matter was to maintair’l
and if possible, to foster a ]

distributed the lorries » A On thgt principle we have
istribu )

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Onw
the settlement was given to individual tenderers, w

hat basis of consideratic,n
petition in the rates submitted for the license or so

hether on basis of com
me other reasons ? )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member may Specify gq
other basis. me

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : Whether On communa] hyg;
fitness of the candidate the permits were granted ? But the atmog }f or o
the plains is surcharged with the public opinion that on the ]?3 =P 4
favouritism the settlement of lorries was given. asls  of

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOQ] -
hearing anything of that kind. It may be confined tq
no complaint whatsoever has been brought to our
principle of communal representation was also ke

with whom the settlement was made, could not fulfil the C
contract. )

I am not
. €rso
Certas b Ilally

. N peo
Dotice up ti]] b& but
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Or. MAHENDRA NATH SA(KIA : I am sorry to hear that such 2a
complaint from the plains did not come to the notice of the Government
For the information of the Hon'ble Minister who has rephe | just now, | T
say that resolutions from different public tines were sent  for publication
in some newspapers, but the p:ug»f‘z.': did no

[s 1t the 5»1&3;(‘”11*' of

islature from geting

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI
- C ' N o~ %
the present Government to debar members of the I
any work under the Government ?
: 2 TR A T . e 3F Mmersons
The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOILOI: [In case of person
who zre concerned with limited companies. of course, we do not discouragé,
but in case of a direct contract with a member of th
really a matter which in our opinion at any rate, is not d: sirable
ve are prepared to change that opinion if it is the wish ol the House.

~ lewislature, this 18
I ln)i\'l"o'cr.‘

what 18 the

o Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI:  May [ know s the
ifference between a member who is a managing dircctor of a compan) “
a . ) nag
member who does not form a company ?
opinion

The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: [n our

2};;’;;13 ;«;fl)’}rld olsdiﬂ‘cren(:(:, because a m;m:wf”?{ «!'lirn-rmr of a _j‘.nn(h:?:(()'t“l;

Qosmpany o an:t a‘\'f:_ the whole business for himself and  there can .

e ,O.n}tmc,.tvwnh him as he acts ('!Il!"; as representative ui' il i

a matter ofP(Z‘S’ .)Ut in the case of an individual member it entirely D¢
‘rsonal concern.

!);n‘l!-
comes

a Privntc‘

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI : Sup])nsinf_{ in s
])zu'tn('L

limited ;
company the member himself and his children are the

that ¢ : : " , =
ompany, what will be the position with him ?

Ofde;[:;leaHgnfible SrijUt GOP.INATI‘I' BARDO'LOI: These are lllft[(t)((:)l(_s
by all, Bgt 1Om-thc I‘)roa.d point ()f view, I think, these arc undclc-;ircct
eonteaes wi we think that it is not fair for any Government to have a

with a member of a legislature.

the ohan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Isita fact that ons of
Nditions lajd down, when tenders were called for, was that, 1€

lorries
WO . o S anu-
ary ? uld have to be run by the successful candidates by the i5th Jat

to h:flel?s?on’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I do not remember
ued any condition to that effect.

& *e10n
Was it not a condit10?

Kha
that in caro2badur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: in the ¢as°
in the ¢

Case of ¢ : ol

of old lorrieg fgfv: lorries, permit will extend for four years and
’ Wo years only ?
y i

That was not don¢

)
by notificatinr. °1¢ Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI : nder-
u

der in which it was

Stood that . at was d X
to two y ai t.hg 101.“ries were (c))lilc? ll())};-railezor(govcrnment might restrict the term
ooy two Yea; . €y were new we’ thought it would be unfair to give
brought to o - Sl.lbsequently hox,/vever it did not work well and it was
e , : lable were old lorries,

Otice that all the lorrics avai
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(to which answers were laid on the table)
Cultivation of Cinchona in the Province

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

87. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge be pleased to state—
(a) Whether Government have undertaken the cultivation of
cinchona in the Province ?
b) If so, in what places and with what result ?
(¢) If not, do Government propose to take early steps to introduce
the cultivation of the same in some suitable places in. the

Province ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied :

87. (a)—Yes, from time to time for purposes of experiments.
(b)—At the following places :—
() Khasi and Jaintia Hills—Nongkhlao and Tir
(2z) Garo Hills—Tura. - nd Jirang.
(711) Kamrup—Kulsi.
(2v) Nowgong--Mikir Hills, Kalaparbat.
The results may be summarised as :—
(1) Cinchona Ledgeriana and Hybrid Cinch .
will do well in selected areas. tnchona - Ledgeriana
(2) Cinchona Sgccirubra was not such a success
(3) The alkaloid content of the species foned &
( above was satisfactory. P mentioned  in (1)
¢)—Government are awaiting the results of the e i
recently by an expert deputed by the Imperial Council ofn?‘\mgc inade
Researgh as to the possibilities of Cinchona cultivation in the pro%' o el
the basis of which they may determine the capital expenditure and ;n = o
costs involved. CCurring
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: May we have some i
to when the result of the enquiry is expected to be received ? ldea. a4
The Hom’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: I cannot gf
idea: of that §lve any deﬁnite
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will Govern

to expedite the matter ?
The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Yes, Sir,

ment be piea&d

Unlicensed doctors in tea gardens

Srijut JOGESCHANDRA GOHAIN asked :

88, (a) Isita fact that Government have ; ,
unlicensed doctors employed in the tea gardens ?e made enquiries regardin
such docto(rbs) “}11; }SxoéhWIll Gover?nﬁent be pleased to lay on the tab] :
le names of t i . able a i
employment ? ¢ gardens still having such doc»topsairlllstth of
eir

(¢) What steps Government have taken or Propose.
- 10 take

respect of the unlicensed doctors still employed in tea gardens ? in
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The Hon’ble Srijut RAMNATH DAS replied : l
ion by Srij Jumar Das at the
88. (a)_..A5 the result of a question Ly Srijut O mco L.‘L.u.‘q- D {E tors

. - 1 has out doctors

September session of 1938, Government have 1 about do

employed by the Tea Estates in the Assam Valley only. | : not
(b)“‘“’rhg rcl)]i":s are not yet "'N”g’:r“" and have for VUB'»“-», reason (
yetbeen forwarded by the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals. loy-
(C)-_-G(Nc“”m:"t have no authority to interfere with the ¢ mplo; "
“ or aided by State

ment of doctors except in regard to institutions suppos el | ate
i the Tea Industry
h the Indian Tea

funds. They have however been in correspondence with

e h.avf: secured a substantial measure of agrecment witl in
Association in regard to the stoppage of employment n , B d to
future, of unlicensed doctors. Details are under consideration in regarc ®
th‘e_ classes of practitioners who may be allowed to remain in "“’M”"‘mmn
with the approbation of the Association because, though not ,-.-f;;,\;:r.d.)‘ltj!,'
they ha_vc been taken into service long ago when fully r]u.xﬂi:iml doctors were
ot available in sufficient numbers.

o~

n_a«iy“f f‘:ﬂuilli‘léf"‘r

the L:.M‘(i(‘sl"?-

Settlement of Excise shops in Assam
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked :

: ‘s . : —_ +ment be
) 89. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge ot the Excise Departme nt
Pleased to state— '

T . : . ’ ; o >xC1SC
(a) The qualifications required for holding a license for an €%

shop ? lin
(6) The number of new excise shops of all descriptions opence
Assam since 1937. that

(¢) Isit a fact that a circular has been issued to the cffect i
no new license should be granted to three ycars’ stanc ing
lessees ?

(d) If so, why ?

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS replicd : ;
goo!

89. (a)—G ial soundness

iz enerally, adult male status, financial sour ) i
.Cilcxc‘latc:ﬁi;’ear,ld the possession of status as a native of the province or dom
(b)—Four country spirit, ninc ganja and
who hag %CQENO- The circular in its final form 1
o a particular kind of shop or shops continuous nad.

¥ ore shoyld not be allowed in 19%9-40 to hold a shop of the same k_lncn
to sty (d)—The hon. member’s attention is invited to the answers glliwi
Kera:‘nred questions Nos. 63 (z) and (b) asked by Khan Bahadur Mau
at Ali at thig session.

two opium shops.
laid down that a lesseC
ly for three years

Touy of the Hon’ble Minister of Industries to the Karimganj
' subdivision

, Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :
statei)' Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Industries be pleased tO

(@) What special work was done by him during his last tour in
the Karimganj subdivision ? ‘
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(6) Whether he has done anything tangible there ?
(¢) The amount of money he drew as travelling allowance for the
said tour ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALTI replied :

90. (a) to (¢)—The hon. member’s attention is invited to the replies
to similar questions (starred question No.140)

asked by Maulavi Mabarak
Ali, M. L. A., at this session of the Assembly,

Tour of the Hon’ble Minister of Industries

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked :

91. (a) Isita fact that the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of Industries
was on tour on the last Ramzan <Id’ day ? ‘
(b) If so, what was the urgency of such a tour ?
(¢)What places or institutions he visited during that tour ?
(d) Did he visit any shrine in Assam during that tour ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI replied :

91. (a)—The Ramzan ‘Id’ fell in the tour. '
(6)—To visit the centres of Industries and to know their condition,
etc., before the December session.
(e)—
Places

Institutions
1. Gauhati

. Government Emporium, Gauhati.

2. Visited a good stock of muga and end;
fabrics and muga yarns of Messrs.
Sivaprasad Kanailal,

2. Palasbari

3. Rangjuli ... 3. Congress Office, Gauhati, where there
was a gathering and suggestiong
were made to improve the Industr
of the province. Y

4

. Sardarpara Model Village... 4. Assam silk house, a shop at Gauhatiq

5. Rowmari Model Village ... 5. Gauhati Shoe Factory,

6. North Gauhati 6. Bandhab Sangha of
. t .
community, he Kalbarta

7. Majgaon Lower Primary Schoo]
8. Visited one aj '

d .
Gauhati, ed  school at North

9. Jogat Knitting Institute,
(d)—Yes.
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M?ulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY: When did he start for the
tour, Sir, I mean what date ?
oy hThe Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: 25th or
th.
With regard to (¢), Sir,

. Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:
will tl.lc Hon’ble Minister be pleased to say how many hours he stayed at
Rangjuli, Sardarpara and Rowmari ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: More

than 19 hours.
. Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Did he stay there for the
night ?
The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALi: Yes, Sit.
I worked in the mg}‘lt. You will be astonished to hear that I had to work
and see things even in the night till 12 o’clock in many places

_ Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I ask the rcason why
his tour wag not published in the gazette ?
1 had to

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: :
hatt they

But people came to know of my tour and at Gau
) So

go to Jorhat.
their demand.

all came and asked me to see their works and satisfy

I went there.
Mat.ﬂa‘d M(.II-IAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May 1 know whether he
sent any information to people that he would go to Rangjuli, Gardanpara

and Rowmari ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: Yes i,
the people in large numbers asked me to go there and they knew it very
well. The dates were pre-arranged.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD AL1: Isita fact that in Rangjul
and other places a certain demand for a Wecaving Instructor and a
Sericulture Instructor was pressed before him ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: Ycs, Sir.

them

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Would he consider
favourably ?

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: Itis under
the consideration of Government.

Annual average cost per student of Government Colleges and
Schools in Assam

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked:
92. Will the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge of the Education Department

be pleased to state—
(a) The average annual cost at present per student in the Govern-

ment Colleges at Sylhet and Gauhati ?
(b) The aver?.ge annual cost at present per student in each Govern-
ment High School in the Surma Valley as well as in the Assam

Valley ?
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The Hon’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI Teplied.:

Rs.
92. (a)—Murarichand College 280
Cotton College 207
(6)—DBoys’ Schools—
Rs. ;. pP.
Assam Valley - 6919 73
Surma Valley 69 2 11
Girls® Schools—
Assam Valley 626 7
Surma Valley 06 1

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
GrANT No.1 (7.—LanD REVENUE)

(Continued from the 20th March 1939)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Order, order, I may remind g
hon. members that we have only one hour more to be devoted to C:e
motions on this Grant, Land Revenue and the hon. members wi]] see thﬂt
there are still 18 motions to be disposed of. So I would ask hon. mepn}, -
that as all these cut motions are from the same party, they may de 'edrs
among themselves which cut motions they like to move. cide

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: We have decided, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Then we were o

n Mot :
yesterday and Maulavi Amjad Ali was speaking. °n No. g+

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Mr.

Speaker, g; '
i i i i In, o
evening as I was discussing this motion I made reference to the ’quméo das{t
land settlement in Bijni and Mechpara. These are the two Stat n of
by the Court of Wards and under the direct m

Mmanage
anagement of the Go‘iiegEd
ment. Double settlement has almost become the rule. And th . ern-

in charge may please take note of it that that is a factor Whictil lr}éster

growing. In the Bijni area, I mean within the Bl_Jnl Court of Wards_ ¢ aily

settlement is creating riots, .murders,_ house-burr}mg and what not_>

is no fixed principle on which land is settled with the Taiyats.

the sweet will of the Manager and he will settle 1t on WhOmSOever he [

It is sometimes left to the diki-officers to decide, if there: are more g likes

than one, with whom the land is to be settled. There is no fixe pr;;iai.nlts
. -1Ple

or rule on which to work. To give one instance, a case

. in Oln +
which was brought to the notice of the Hon’ble Revenue MinF;stlenrL One
his last visit through the district of Goalpara. At Baﬂgaigaon 5 Uring

Abdul Goffur applied for a plot of land, and as it ig Customary Med
houses over it in expectation of getting settlement. i’

r
man pa

That 5 u11t sma.l
Manager. He went to the spot, asked him to vacate did not 1

: ; and Suit th,
when he did not, the houses were demolished in his presegfé 0‘1]1t of it arrfl
* ust he

ar it
*That the provision of Rs.5029 under GrantNo-l,M\ ’

. v % . J s ajor head\:?
Minor head—Charges of Admmlstrat10n~B.—~Tahsxl and oth .langd j

3.——Marl;agement c;)fb th?{ private Estates under Act X of 1%92&(?5[28113}1!1:ent\slii\’enue\
Budget be reduced by Rs.100, i.c., the amount of the whole > 2t page a4”
reduced by Rs.100, R grant of Rg 97 o8¢ 30
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an alignment of an unwanted road from the railway station richt up to I)‘.\h-
%{aon has been made. A petition has possibly been filed with the Hon hl_c
€venue Minister during his last visit by the villagers to ventilate that this

unwanted road
some lands of th
paralle] to
furlong ?

passes through a Muhammadan grave-yard and through
e cultivators. May I inform him also that this road 18
another road, the distance of which would be not more thana

There is another point, Sir, which I want to bring to the nc.).ti('r ni‘.zh:s
august House, and that is the fishery troubles in Mechpara and Bijni. From
time immemorial it has been the custom and practice of the tenants of these
two estates that they collect fish for their own consumption from the ponds
and streamlets.  But this right is sought to be curtailed. Persistent attempts

ave been made to curtail and take away this
filed and lots of

valuable right. Cases arc
. " people are placed under harassment. And as we come (0
_dlSCl.l.Ss.thls motion, Sir, I have just been intimated by letters from my people
10 Bijni and Mechpara Elaka that some persons are already in trouble and
they are being unduly harassed in litigation through courts. .

. Then the question of Abwab, Sir, ought to engage the Hon’ble Minis-
ter's attention. The San-ban-karis a question on which we have been long
agitating. This is a tax which is levied indiscriminately over the immi-
gra.ntfi and the new settlers in the lands of the 3ijni and Mechpara (:st.le‘S:
A :5 18 a tax which is unwarranted by the Provisions of Goalpara  Tenancy

ct.
The other thing which I wanted to mention is the payment of certainl
ees during application for settlements.  T'o apply for settlement. a man has
to pay a survey fee of Re.1, a notice fee of annas 4 and a petition fee of
Re.l.' The same three classes of fees are realised from as many persons as
come to apply for the same picce of land.  The worst of it is that the un-
Successful applicants do not get them back. These are things which are un- \
Wwarranted by law or any provision of Goalpara Tenancy Act. These ‘“:C_
¢lassed by usas abwabs. We wanted better things, particularly from this
Ministry, They should try to see that these illegal exactions are no longer 110
VOgue. L
The last point which I want to lay before the House is that the Bijnl
and Mechpara are the two cstates now which have got a good  income:
Un1 earns 8 lakhs annually from its tenants and as far as my knowledg¢
8oes pays to the Government coffers only Rs 2,400. It has been  persis:
tently demanded by the Krisak Savas of ‘my district that a certain percent=
age—at least 25 per cent. should be spent for public purposes.  But out o
this huge amount that goes to the Bijni and Mechpara estates, we never fin
t}.le Bijni and Mechpara estates spending anything for good roads, schools,
ISpensaries and other growing needs and requirements of  their te}laﬂts'
o these facts I draw the Hon’ble Revenue Minister’s pointed attention.
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sifs
Yesterday Maulavi Matior Rahman moved this motion for criticizing the
Policy pursued by the Government in matter of management of privat®
estates. ‘While moving his motion, he said that the tenants of these estates
were suffering from untold miseries. But he failed to specify the instances
! these untold miseries to which he wanted to draw the attention of th¢
Government. The charges levelled against the policy of the Government
In regard to this matter are so vague that it is difficult for me to reply t©
any of them.
Maulavi Jahanuddin, in the course of his speech, referred to the tender
System which at one time was adopted in preference to the auction system
in matter of settling coupes within the forests of these estates. ~ This matter
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was represented to me during the last session and I h )

taking to him that I would make an enquiry  into it and see what was
the recason for making that dcpnrtu_rc in the matter gf forests managed by
the Ward estate. In accordancg with that undertaking, I made an enquiry
and I was told that the local officers were compelled to take recourse to
the tender system in view of the attitude taken by persons dealing in
timber business by combining and rcfusu;g to take these coupes under the
auction system. Later on, when I was given assurance by. thtise persons
during my stay at Dhubri that they would not combine In  the manner
complained, I have passed order, that in future, this tender system
should be given up and auction system adopted.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Onp a point of infprmation,

Sir. Did the Hon’ble Minister hcpar the Secretary of the Association about
e grieve f the contractors :

the g’i‘ll(;:: u;-;zil?ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
fact also into consideration when I was at Dhub_ri_
definite orders, that the tender system should be given .
hould be settled under the auction system. Therefore ‘the grievance of
. IOli on. Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed does no longer exist.
the 21_‘11(.311 Sir, Maulavi Amjad Ali has brought to my notice the question
of double ,settlcmcnt. I report Sir, that such a charge is ingleed ver
Double settlements are not allowed under the rules and if

instances are brought to my notice, enquiry will be made into such alle_ga-
tions and the officers responsible for such Irregularities will be duly punish-
ed.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: I am glad to hear it,
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED :
course of his speech, he has also referred to Abwabs 1 e
realised by the Court of Wards from the estates of Bijni and Mech-
are a. The same hon. member and also others who come from Goalpara
parnt.ed to have a provision included in the Goa}pa:tra Tel_'lancy Act  for
g:claring such exactions as illegal.  Sir, if it is their point  that these
xactions are illegal, the tenants need_ not pay those dues apd shouldq take
c tion permissible under the law against the persons who realised sych dues,
zll-fowever, I can assure him that, as far as the Court of Wards are concery.
d, we have already asked for reports from. the local officers in
of hose dues which are called Abwab, 1nclqdmg Sankar and Bankay
Of: tho stances under which these are realised, As soon as ha
ClrcuItI; I shall go into the matter and see if by administrative or
r?gg rreiief in matter of such grievances.
- Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI.: On a
Sir. Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that durmg settle

etitions are filed, the same set of certificate fee,
Y e realised ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED . Iam o
of what has been stated by the hon. member, If such  ig th
it.is perhaps in use only in the case of co-sharers, Moreover
do not come within the purview of either the Tenancy Act ,or with
tenants of the Court of Wards. They are the Persons o.her t}, 1thin the
of the Court of Wards and they can have ng grievance against the s

ad given an under-

I took that.
I have now Passed
up and the coupe

Then, Sir, in the
or illegal exactions which

Ve got the
Ger we can

ment of lan

ot aware

ment.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALY; 1, 1 o
Minister to study the condition thoroughly before hz t ok b Hon’ble
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The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMEI If they are the
tenants 0[ thc C‘)IU‘C nf \V:u'e,].‘»{: lim}' need not pay illegal dues. No onc can

compel them to pay such dues,
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI - Arc we to

the dues shall not be realised by the Court of Wards in future from

understand  that
those

persons who are tenants of the Estate ? 5
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : As I have already
said; Sir, I am making inquiry about the illegal exactions. As soon as I._‘«";‘
the reports, 1 shall be able to sce what illegal exactions, it any, are {r-ll|“"f}'
Government will then be surely able to do their best to do away with such
grievances. .
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALL: Is the Hon'ble Mimster
aware that the realisation of the dues by the Officers of the Estate arc not
warranted by the Goalpara Tenancy Act ? T P
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Ycs, Sir. Thos
persans who have these grievances need not pay these illegal dues. In ntl.m
of this, I see no justification for bringing forward this motion and I hope '
hon. member, who has sponsorcd it, will see his way to withdraw 1t. I
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 have &
several other motions which I do not like to move for want ol tume but o
wani to know from. the Hon’blz Minister that if I represent the gricvances
him whether he will be pleased to make any inquiry about it. ) Sir
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Ir:l't:ll}IIYy s
the hon. member is entitled to come to me and represent the grut\'iin
which will receive such consideration as they deserve.
Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: 3z #s(fs  #cd® \
ARAYFESia 9T @ WFASIA ;P <3 edls (Bsda @EHATIFIa p{aAald o
871 73910y (%7 St241 7 Sicq 931’ (26 af7 star szl car.5E aeg(AsA?

il
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : =i{4f fa 3gs frrsea ?

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MTA : i, sS9a% (7 o7 sats” @5
A Afdpiaw, sfarsign (el (AGE Acgagas A9 335 SATFES!
QR WIS AfG57 WAAl A[E AT | @Ak A SAg@Sia e wastz AT
TSMAB (a1, wrz1 23¢a wifa 93 a4 _withdraw sfacefe |

The:motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. .

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move tf‘-x;f
the Provision of Rs.5,029 under Grant No.l, Major Head——7:—Land thcr
gu.e,‘“ Minor Head—Charges of Administration—B.—Tahsil and © 502

S'tabhshmentsh3..-———Management of Private Estates under Act X of 1 he
(total), a¢ Page 30 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.5, i.c., the amount of th¢
Wholc.gl‘.ant of Rs.27,97,600 do stand reduced by Rs.5. ) il
di It, my primary object of moving this cut motion 1s to raise a gen iy \
SCussion about the management of the private estates by the GOV(.-:rnme~ s;
Particularly the affairs which are going on regarding the Mazumdari V.V'a{l

State at Sylhet. Sir, so far the Mazumdari Estate 18 f:oncerncd, a similal
Cut motion was moved in 1937 during the Budget session by my hon. frien 3
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Maulavi Ashrafuddin Md. Chaudhury and the chief complaints in the motion
were against the illtreatment meted oyt by the Manager of that Estate
towards the wards. I was told by the then Hon’ble Revenye Minister that
the Government took some action in the matter and the Manager was
removed from his post. Now my complaints regarding the Mazumdari
Estate are enumerated as bclo.w :ﬁ_that the Estate was under the management
of the Govcrmncn't on_ly to relieve it from heavy debts, and that the wards,
the number of which increased are to be given their share of allotted money
in time. Perhaps, it was also thc. Intention of the wards of the Estate that
the educational expenses of the minor wards would also be regularly borne
by Government. But the present state of affyi

‘ ' aIrs is so serious that a most
valuable property of the Estate has been sold in order to clear up the debt,
This particular plot of land is situated within the Habiganj town and so far

as I know. this plot is the personal Property of Maulavi Munawar Bakth
Mazumdar who is a Special Sub-Reglstrar. This land js 4 very valuable
property and it was once to be acquired by the Government probably in the
year 1931. Almqst everything was settled but the old Proprietor late Khan
Bahadur Maulavi Muhammad Bak_th l\{azumdar w

Council at that time and through his efforts as wel_l
tion, the acquisition of land for the purpose of building the Post office at
Habiganj was postponed. We have heard, Sir, that at that time the value
of this property was calculated to be about Rs.65,000, According to the
estimate of the owner the value of t}ns particular plot of land is about one
lakh but on the 17th March la_st this Plot has bee i i
Government for Rs.43,300. Sir, the intention of the Proprietor was that
under the able management of the Govern_ment, their property would be
saved from heavy del’)t. Now if the debt js to be cleared by selling the
property, then I don’t think there can be any utility o Placing the xbvhole
Estate under the management of Government. It is also not unknown to
many hon. members of this House that the annua] income i

is rot less than Rs_.40,000. Besides this, there 1s also

of the interest of AfI&/zaj:ans. Regarding the auction sale of that
lot of land, I alopg with another ‘hon. member of this H
%on’ble Minister in charge during his last tour to Habiganj, and we request-
ed him to see whether that sale could be Postponed. Maulavj Munaway
Bakth Mazumdar even gave it out to the Hon ble Minister that he was
ared to clear the debts up to the extent of his share, byt do not kn
prep this blow has been given to this particular man_ ow
why Now, Sir, I come to the general aspect of the _matter. Sjp
X of 1892 was enacted, tk.le intention of. the legislature Was to saye th
jll-managed and aristocratic estates by taking over the charge of Tiagis e
ent by Government. There are many estates in the Sylhet Distric ge~
:iri)n’t know anything about Goalpara—which for want of ah)e mang —I
are going to the hands of Mahajans. But, Si SCment
very much enthusmstxc_ln materialising the Principle and p
Act, in order to save aristocratic estates. The pri
given any weight by this Government. I would therefore
Government that so far as the Mazumdari Estate ig concerned Pon o
be better management of jtg affairs, and regarding other aristo’ the_r € shoylg
which are going into the hands of Mahajans, Government sh Cliatlc CStates,
charge whenever they are approached to do g0, I think Sirou- d. take oy
of Government to do so. With these few words, I Comm’en d ’rnlt 1s thf: dut
acceptance of the House, Y motjop for

urge
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved is:
That the provision of Rs.5,029 undecr Grant No.l, Major Head—7.—
Land Revenue, Minor Head-——Charg of Administration -B. 'ahsil ;md‘
Other Establishments—3.— Management of Private Estates under Act Xool

1892 (total), at page 30 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.5, s.e., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.27,97,600 do stand reduced by

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker, Sir,
it/is only from last year, i.e., from 6th February 1938, that the management
of:the Mazumdari Wards’ Estate has been placed in charge ol a member
of that family. There was an agitation, both on the floor of this House and
outside, that the Manager and the Collector were hopelessly mismanaging
the estate. As a result we find in the Administration Report for 1935-306
that a debt of Rs.20,000 was paid, but on subscquent two “years, debt_paid
amounted to only Rs.10,000.  The Manager spent money unnccessarily i
contesting claims of the beneficiaries, for their allowances and he made no
attempt to recover the arrears of rent from the tenants and  as o result  of
which a sum of Rs.3 1,”(!” was barred h:.‘ limitation. Sir, we find that in the
year 1935-36 law expenses were Rs.3 264, in 1936-37 Rs.1,597 and in 1937-38
1{3,3,01'} But so far as the I;l;:’gr,n::! expenses of the family members are
concerned, we find the ficure for 1935-36 is Rs.2,456, 1936-37 Rs.2,905, -“f‘d
193.7-38 Rs.3,073. So, we find that the members of this family, a family
Whl(fh can be reckoned as one of the most aristocratic in the district, WEc
passing very miserably. Still they were delightfully agrecable to the debts
being cleared off. But we find that the Collcctor and other officers Wers
ugzzﬁgmﬁf.ﬁ)f whi(‘;h Ftlu:’n: was an agitation '_il_x this Huns«:._l;xst )\“"g}:
it g e c lang(, O ?l}l(lirlﬂfhf.(:rhfil%l to more cfficient }mm]:;, Sir, fj"" of

ind that Government have tried to raise loan to clear off the debB
another estates, no serious effort has ever been made to relicve this Pﬂfucu.
lar estate from the burden of debts. On the contrary, there has beer
systematic indifference on the part of district authorities.........

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: On a point

i : i ) : ¢
(I)lforr;l)’latlon, Sir. May I know in whosc casc have Government  taken th
an ¢

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: We find in the
administration report for 1937-38 that a loan has been sccured for another
estate (Dastider Estate), but so far as this estate is concerned, records Wi
show that no attempt was cver made to raise any loan to clcar off the debts
of this estate. On the contrary, I have shown how due to mismanagement &
sum of Rs. 24,000 was allowed to be barred by limitation. Even th?
Hon’ble Judges of the Calcutta High Court referred to mismanagement ©
the estate by the then manager, and their opinion was quoted in this IHous®
I think, in the Budget Session of 1937. 'Their Lordships said that money W45
being unnecessarily spent in contesting the claims of the beneficiari¢s

'hat is more painful is this, that while two members of this House along
with the son of Khan Bahadur Muhammad Bakht Mazumdar, a former
member of this House, had been on deputation to the Hon’ble Minister 7
Charge, he had not been so sympathetic as to stay the sale of a valuablé
land at Habiganj—cream of the town. Sir, this is the way of this Gover?”
ment. From yesterday’s procecdings we find that another former me_mber
Of_this House, Rai Sahib Har Kishore Chakravarty was being mercilessly
Criticised. So, it is not strange that the son of Khan Bahadur Muhamﬂ,la
,Ba.k}}t Mazumdar received this treatment at the handg of the Hon ble
Minister. With these few words, Sir, I support the motion.

~
7
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The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, the criticisms levelled against us in respect of the management of this
estate, namely, that we have not been doing our best to wipe off the debts
of this estate, are not at all fair. We have also been accused for selling a
portion of this estate. I wish the hon. members who have spoken on this
motion, were in possession of all the facts which I know, and if that had
been the case, I am sure they would never have come forward with this
motion. Sir, I make no secret and state on the floor of  this House that
this estate was taken by the Court of Wards under exceptional  circums-
tances, and on facts misstated by the owners of this estate. The income on

the rent roll was shown to be much more than what it was actually found to
be. Debts were shown much less than what we later on  found = in the
course of the management of the estate. I think the hon. Leader of the
Opposition and the hon. Mr, Chaudhuri, who was at one time a Revenue
Minister, being in possession of certain facts regarding this estate will support
us in what we have done. They know how the management has beep
changed from time to time. Not only one Manager but three managers
have been changed. One such manager was not even given an OpPPportunity

of defending himself before he was discharged. Now one relation of pro-
prictors has been entrusted with the management and it is strange that the

hon. members have come forward again within a short time of this
with the same allegation that the estate is not being properly mana od
Sir, as far as Iknow, the state of affairs in this particular case is such §h t
cither we have to give up the management of this estate or we haye ta
manage it in a manner which will bring it to solvency in a reasonable period0
The rate of interest which the Estate has to pay is enormous and can W.ﬂ-
difficulty be met from the income of the estate. Moreover, a few -
sharers who get nominal allowance have been complaining that 'Zheir all 7=
ance 1s 1nsufficient for their maintenance, The chief person who i in f?w.
liable f01: the heavy debt of the estate is‘drawing a Government Pension -
has nothing to complain on account of insufficiency of allowances. In 3c.ind
to give relief to these poor co-sharers, I thought it would be better if a Po?i' i
of the property of the person, who is mainly responsible for the debt lon
_put to sale.  After mature consideration and on the recommendation was
~ local officers, we thought that the best way to help the poor co-sharer

to put up a portion of the estate to sale and thereby reduce the
interest.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDy
The estate has been sold—may I know whether i is the Personal estk URI:
this ward ? ate o
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Maulaw;

Rahman and Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhurzfvl Abdyy
ached me when I went to Habiganj and asked me to stay the sale1 APpro.

Change

3 s S was
high rate of

estate. When they ap_proached me, I asked them for g g olution o of thig
me a suggestion by which the allowances, which were given 1o %o Clve
co-sharers could be increased and something could be dope to the Othey
their interests. _They.said that they would consult the proprict afegUard
me their suggestion within a short time. On that assurarll3 iCtor anq Seng
sale for about a month ; but unfortunately, durin th?e’ 1 Stayed the
not given any suggestion by any of these hon, members,g 'S Pperiod, or

person who ha approached me to stay or b as

the sale for on o Y oty
or three days before th . € month, ( Cr
ol y e date of sale, T was again approacheq o nly two
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Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
Was not a petition submitted to the Hon'ble Minister, stating all the facts
by the ward himself ? ’

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Onaly two ©Of
three days before the sale, again a representation was sent to me for stay of
t}.le same. 1 declined to do so and said that [ had on previous occasion
given onc month’s time to them, and as they had failed to give their  sug-
gestions, for helping the other poor and unfortunate co-sharcrs I was not
prepared to revise my orders,

Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir Hussain wants to know whether @
petition was submitted by the ward himself statine all these facts.  Not only
did he do so on a previous occasion, but this time also. We are satis-
fied with what we have done in this connection and we think we have been
actuated in this respect with the motive of saving the smaller co-sharers of
the estate. = ‘

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: May
I know from the Hon’ble Minister whether Government would be willing to
return the property of the co-sharers.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Government
would be too ;;I.ad to give it back to them.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: M
I know whether the wards who have agreed to the sale, know that thetr
debt would be cleared out of the profit of the estate that has been sold 7

__ The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : As I have already
said, this debt is on account of the person whose share has  been ordered t©
be sold, a.nd itis he who will mostly benefit by sale and  the  other R
sharers V:Vlll also benefit. The state will have to pay less interest anc the
estate will have.a chance of being certainly solvent within a short time.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : Docs
thI;: Hon’ble I\/{mlstcr pro}poscl to consult the particular ward in q”cstlon
whose personal prop:rty has been sold, before he confirms the  sale.

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : This ;'Zxct will be
taken into consideration.

Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALIL: s it a fact that the sale brought "
enormously low price ?

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : If the facts 2%
brought to my notice, I shall give due consideration to it.

However, I can assure the hon. member what we have done 1is in
interests of all the co-sharers and the estate. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Is the hon. mover going to press his
motion ? .

M aulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : I am not going to press the motlolrl:
but I hope, before he confirms the sale of the property, he will look into t B
pros and cons of the matter.

I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion.

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn. )

Maulavi Saiyid ABDUR ROUF : In view of the urgent necessit
discussing the situation arising out of the eviction of immigrants, I do
want to move the motion* standing in my name. (Motion No.19.)

the

of
ynot

#That the provision of Rs.4,50,000 under Grant No.l, Major head————7-—-"L?§f
Revenue, Minor head—D.—charges on account of Land Revenue Collcctions, Sub-he2c
3. —Contingencier, detailed head—Commission on Land Revenue Collections, at pagc O0
the Budgct be reduced by Rs.100, ie., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.27,97,600
stand reduced by Rs.100.

(To raise a discussion about the desirability of appointing ~more  immigrants as

“Mauzadars”-)
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Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
“That the provision of Rs. 21,712 under Grant No. 1,

Land Revenue, Minor head—F.—Survey, Settlement and Record opera-

tions, Sub-head—Assam Surveys—I.—General and Controlling Section

(total), at page 33 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 101, z.e.,,.tht: amount of

the whole grant of Rs 27,97,600 do stand reduced by Rs.101.” .

(My object is to criticise Government for serving about 40 Kaib
people with notices of eviction from the l.anc‘ls at Lomati at Rang
Kisans in the Pakhimoria mauza in the district of Nowgong).

Sir, as regards eviction cases, as provided in the Revenue Laws, I have
nothing to say, but_in this particular case the House .w111 un.dc?st;and that
there is no justification on the part o{ Government to issue eviction TNotices
against these people. These people of Rangalumukh and Lomati Kisans in
the Pakhimoria mauza of the Nowgong district have been in poss:ssion of
this land for nearly 35 years, and it is about 30 years that they got  patias for
this land. Some time ago for no reason whatever these people were served
with eviction notices saying that about 10,000 bighas of land had been reserved
for grazing by cancelling the pattas of the patta-holders . When I came in
contact with the Deputy Commissioner in connection with this particular
case, I came to know that some other people, and not these people, had been
applying for a remission of land revenue on the plea that these
frequently being inundated, and probably for that re

I beg to move :
Major head 7.

artta
alumukh

areas were
ason this area

: might
have been made a reserve by Government.  Sir, when these people were
served with eviction notices some two years ago, these people had for some

time past been filing petition after petition fo’r having their lan,
from the reserve. Then when. the late Hon’ble Revenue _I\fhmster, Srijut
Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri ~ went to Nowgong  in . connection
with the Jail Enquiry Committee and was staying in the Circuit House,
these people came personally to him in a body and laid the.lr' case before
him, and he, after d_ue discussion with the Depu_ty Comrmssmn@r In the
presence of the parties concerned, and understanding the hardship of the
people caused by eviction, asked the Deputy Gomm.lssnoner to relt_:ase their
land from the grazing reserve. I have already mentioned about this case in
my budget speech, and said that these people were getting good Crops andg
were paying the land revenue regularly, and for which they have 80t sheafs
of receipts. But | do not know for what purpose and for what reason these
lands were taken away from settlement.and were turned Into a reserve ang
thereby putting these people to great difficulty and hardshlp.. Sir, when the
then Hon’ble Revenue Minister asked the DeEuty qurmssmner to release
that land from the reserve then the Deputy L.ommlssmner_ allowed them tq
grow their crops for that year, and he fux‘ther stated that if the Crops were
good in that year then in that case their land would be given back to them
But after that although the crops were good, and so far as I know, withg t
any officer going there to enquire, and although revenue was realised fu
that year, I do not understand how again eviction or

ands released

notices could hg
served on them. Therefore I have now put this whole fact before tvhe I‘?Ieen
House. € Hon.
With these few words, I commend my motion foi the .
House. ’ ' acceptance of the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut m
‘“T'hat the provision of Rs.21,712 under Grant No. 1, Maj
Land Revenue, Minor head—F.—Survey, Settlement andajoz Clolsgd\T\
tions, Sub-head—Assam Surveys—I.—General and Controllin Sope_ra-
(total), at page 33 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.10 g Section

L, de.
the whole grant of Rs.27,97,600 do stand reduced by Rs 10?;:the amount of

otlon moved ig :
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Maulavi Saiyid ABDUR ROUF: Mr. Spraker, Sir, T want to ﬂp"l!k
ey B Woidlioytwo by vy of sapporting thi : thoueh the subject
matter of my discussion is somewhat different from that of my hon. friend
Mr. Saikia. ‘

Sir, as far back as in the year 1338 B. S. some 60 [
from various districts of Bengal came to the Gauhati
claimed some 1,000 bighas of land in villaze Pukhripar wraon circle.
Thcy had to spend about Rs. 10,000 in reclaimines this land and after that

motion

of iimmigrants

ision and re-

they were assessed to tauzi bahira revenue for full three yvears, and at least
23 of them, if not more, were granted annual pattas for the land in their
possession. This clearly shows that it was the intention of the Government
that these Pl‘()pll: should be Z{rf'i!ﬂfltfl settlement there. After they were
granted annual pattas it was only expected that thes~ pattas wonld be renews
ed year after year, but without serving any notice, whatsoever on them
the pattas were withheld, and these prople had  no other alternative but 10

: v there and ol

depend entircly on the mercy of the Assamese prople remotis
the Government. Sir, as many as 3 Deputy Commissioners
lOCa]Ityand made local F:llf']tli}';l:;, and unr-’ Commmnissioner actually I
OI:ders to the effect that the immigrants should be allowed to live there onty
with th? consent of the Assamnese., ) This order was so very varue and so very
perplexing that the Assamese people demanded money from them if
wanted to remain there and when they refused to ]’51‘-: this money to
f‘\SSa.rnesc and appealed to the Commissioner, the ( ‘ommissioner askec
Immigrants to vacate the place.

Sir, = the year 1937 the then Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Z\[“h;umnﬂd
Chaudhuri had a local enquiry made and he found that the line was =
necessary ; and he actually recommended that the immigrants shou i be
g;z'rﬁ)ed Settl.cr}rllent. Su})scqlfr:ntly{ h.rm'c'«.'(:r, the Commissioner did 1o
e settel}ée with the D¢p11ty Commissioner and the immigrants did not
remai m(?nt. .\’th'xtcvcr may be the legal aspect of the ease, the
> main that the immigrants remained there and the facts remain that t
ﬂ?uses were burnt more than twice.  Government were persistent in thi_

ese people should be driven away from that place and poverty and helples
Tess were.persisting that they should die there. Gove.nment evicted them Hf'lu
.selilrtrf);heﬁr houses, but no G()vcrnm(:nt.wh(:th(:r the previous onc or th{»‘ 'Pri;‘
g ie ';113 ever been kind enough to give them shelter with some lanc f]ltel':
v thn the province. If Government could not provide them with Sl}(i ot

5. > Ine'%’hcquld have asked thcrp f()l: repatriation, but that also t'h(:y dl('nOW
how the hejcilngle t}'{ey had to live like .w1](_l beasts—nobody caring t(j cis 4
Fhivere Yy Ia been llvmg*l’lo. body caring to know whether hundre e
died I;COP e were really starving or not  Sir, as many as 16 to 17 pCI’c i
the xI'J actically of starvation, but it did not atgrack .Lhe notice of anyoflo e
agaiIx)1 ovince. In January last they were again evicted and thesc pC'“I]y_
whereippriloa’ched_Governmeqt to see whether they could find any place¢ @ o
-there a:;dttﬁ province, but, Sir, all to no effect. I'hey had been rema nthz
effect that they were given to understand that orders had been passe? lz -
of April 1__.9370:}‘: lrrllmlgrants who had come within the closcd arcas be Oi;ould

nd out land Ofu d be allowed to remain there until Government S E
and depe dI.l or them elsewhere. Depending oln t}l:at assursa e
lared in P&E IIr-]Ig upon the question of  stalus quo \:;hlﬁ(‘,l : as1 b}(ie?i .
iving ther SB ouse by the present Revenuc Minister, thesc pcople ha Tt
rer €. But just when we were going to assemble in this House, on .

Y day and that very hour at about 11 a. m. the Deputy Commission®

went to the
).‘l\‘“(’d

they
the
| the

?élth @ posse of constables and about 100 Kacharies of the locality wert
the village all on a sudden and began to break and demolish

their house€s-
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lcati Srwise " the acti rn-
1 t question the justification or otherwise of the action of Gove 1
Sir, I do not qu X

o 3 > Deputy Commissioner. I .sunj)(l} ‘w:u_lt. tf) bx.lﬁng t(,) th« ‘I‘lDl_lC:
omcnt r~IOl [thl \‘f]‘.l(‘t- that after all these 58 tamilies \V1}; tl} ir fami
. . e 1€ 14ac < < R i e ~ 3 iz C i 1
\ th‘l}) I Oul‘s"‘lbout 250 persons have been left uncared for [he v hay
memoers of ¢ YA 4

c bCCn
i N G he sky with z
lled to take shelter under the open canopy Oft-u.l'::k%t‘w sttq?&ftfgﬁdpqn?
qoraps ,ul \lt‘; and who knows that they will x}o_t IEII ) sho‘uld 103 :m ,
wiruont s 1(;*'tl't( this House to consider \\-'110_(1101 this ouse sh e Q“I}
HEp S oppea. 1o le or not It may be said that these unnclilg:::n x ought
ing for these people il : * Mgt
thing for tllbat Jf{oi. and they were defeated in _thcu cas_«.:. :;.n Cq e _same
up to the (rovull d kuil'\' the Dep 1ty Commissioner and t;el Jm“BllSMOg.er
» . -1a & Ce ) [ o bs / o i i . X e
time in the 11073 \\:‘sclto provide them with some money or shelter. ut, Sir,
1 hink 1 LS
did not t

Se b is whether they will or will not consider
the question lchfjl‘C ;{lzhl(_)lgl%fclii?c (;llinsbhould die. With these few words, I beg
whc:.l,lc‘; ttllllgsact})c‘;ﬂ?oh of you all and retire. ' ‘
to draw *ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALIX AHMED : Mz y S
e Hanlhle . d."], Nath Saikia has moved this motion to Criticise
the hon. Dr.t Nf&?&&l ‘o(f {hc Government in matters of settlement of land
e indifferent a .
E},}i:ﬁ‘thc ﬁfﬁ;‘éﬁ DC %s;cs&)i(}pn}{c 'S.-HKIA ¢ No, not for that but for eViction
of Solr?:a scheduzeci Cﬂ;;‘l I)ECTCAPEI{L’I'_IRUDDIN ALI AHMVED: For evict.i()n ?
The Hon’ble ;,1 wiih the difficulty that I have no papers relating to
Sir, I am han{,lllcim}?mél expacted that tha han. mambap wf_l? had moved this
this matter ﬂ(lihf -nis}(l with the details and give me thc_ clr Cuinstances under
motion woul "mtion took plaCC. If the chcugn has taken Place, he knows
wh'lCh such C\'IC“ ander whick such eviction has taken PIaCC- HC‘I‘C I can
the cil-pulnjta?fc°el,ql principle which our local officers under t} : i
only cite the gen ¢ bove hoon following. ~ We have given definite Instructiog
of the Govcrﬂfllr}e“_ ekt all thage people encroaching the TESCIVES after tha
to oufr [iocr"ltll 0101?_3,1_5_‘,\,{10,._11@ they arclindllcgi,rel;lous_cfzggple Or immigrang S
N itv 10U e evi s
;:togge gelgll%{lgﬁ%é}nyé%ﬁx&lt}éIS—IAUDHURI: That  only refers ¢,
riju
immigrants. RUDDIN ALI AHMED:
. The an,blge%;;:f‘&fl{l? immigrants and indigenoy
any dlSthth}; these people have really encroac_hed‘upon. a
matter. tlSO, lDeplltY Commissioner must be justified in
reserve, tac Government. )
principle laid dowritbiz tl:;z)t given on the basis of con ligion,
The settlemer d to squat in areas other than reserve and the cases apq
Every onc is allowerC of individual merit. If th(_a PErsons aggrieyeq haq any
decided on th_e sict%e order of the Deputy COln.mISSIOHCr, they' had 4 appeay
grievance a(%al?lmissi oner, and the Revenue Tribunal. But, Sir, 1 fin
before the Cor 1 was preferred against the order of the Deputy Commigg;
nolsuchtoalggsac()mmissioner or to the Revenue Triby .
either

Speaker, Sir,

1¢ directiop

We Cannot make
S People in thiS
ny 1anq Within the

Cabrylng aut the

Q mmunity Or re

1 Tribunal. It ‘ffé‘)é;:e
at these people were in thig Particulay ar
of thet 2?Kprirflzglc})i;;?they hav% b{::en. evicted by an order of th:aI;):fore
the lrsnissionel‘: then I can give him t.hlS assurance that | shall maksuty
Cr?nllliry into this case and after finding out the Clrcumstanceg I shay tak
ergper action in the matter, a
P Maulvi Saiyid ABDUR ROUF: May | know Whether ¢ Hon'ly
Minister will go personally into this matter ? -
The Hon’ble Mr, FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED: If it is ne
sary, I shall do that. Cesa
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Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: On a point of information, Sir
When these eviction notices were issued under the signature of the Senior
Magistrate, the matter was brought to the notice of the Deputy Commis-
sioner and the Deputy Commissioner was very kind to give a stay oracrl.
Now, my point is whether the Hon'ble Revenue Minister is not going to
carry out thz order which was passcd after due consideration by the previous
Government,

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Ifitis the case
that this remedy has already been provided by the Deputy Comimissioner,
I do not know why this motion was moved by the hon. member.

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: This motion has been hr.mj;,;ht
on the ground that the orders of the former Ministry have not been carricc
out and that it is contrary to the previous Government orders that this new
orders have been passed......

The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : There is no such
order passed by this Government.

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA:
Minister just to enquire of the ex-Minister Srijut Rohini Kumar
who is now sitting here in the Opposition ? .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the Hon'ble Minister fini

his reply ?
The Hon’ble Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED:

sible for m= to go on, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: What is the hon. member prop©
to do with the motion ?  Will he press it ?

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: All that I want to kne
the Hon’ble Minister is whether he will stick to the orders of the pre
Government. If he does not, then I have no help but to press my motiof d

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: What my hon. ¢
Dr. Saikia has told is correct. But Dr. Saikia has now no reason He
complain after the assurance given by the Hon’ble Revenue Minister- =,
says that if there was occupation before Ist April 1937, it would not, Jk
disturbed. Surely in this case the occupation was before that date. I thip
the motion can be withdrawn.

The motion was, by leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is— he

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 27,97,600 be granted to defray t 1{,
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ¢ 1ng
on the 31st March 1940, for the administration of the head «7,.—Lan

Revenue.”
The motion was adopted.

May 1 ask the IIon’blt;
; Chaudhur?

shed

[t is 1mpos”

sing

Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m.
Afier adjournment

GRANT No. 10

(27.—ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE)

Ommcn‘

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: On the rec
I beg, Sir, to move that 2

dation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, : ]
sum not excee:ling Rs. 6,96,400 be granted to defray the charges which Wlh
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3Ist l\/ffu'c
1940, for the administration of the head “27.—Administration of Justice™.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Motion moved.

“That a sum not exceeding Rs.6,96,400 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the vear endiﬁq on
the 31st March 1940, for the administration of the head ‘27-‘-’\dmini§tra‘
tion of Justice’ . _

The first motion is in the name of Maulavi Abdur Rahman.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Sir, we would request that motiong 4
and 7 may be taken up fir st. ) )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I have no ()l{](‘?flOll. Maulavi Muham.
mad Magbul Hussain Choudhury may move his motion.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY .

~Mu. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move—

““That the provision of Rs.40,702 under Grant No, 10, Major head—_
27.—Administration of Justice, Minor head—QCivil and  Sessiong
Courts—H.—Deputy Commissioners’ Civil Courts establigh.
ments_(total), at page 82 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 101
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.6,96,400" do stand
reduced by Rs, 101.7

My object in bringing this motion is to draw the attention of the
Government in regard fo the non-observance of the spirit of the Civil Pro.
cedure Code by the Shillong Courts.  After the Government of India Act
1035 camc tnto force, Sir, the arca under the Shillong Municipality and the
Cantonment stands in the same position as the plains districts, but the
spirit ofthe Civil Procedure Code is not followed in" the case of
Rule 37 of the Notification No.2618-A.P., dated the 29th M
decided that “the Courts of the Governor, Commissioner, Deputy
sioper and I Assistants shall be guided by the spirit, but not bound by the
letter, of the Uode of Civil Procedure.” At the same time rule 48 stateg
that “Although the Indian Limitation Act, 1908 (Act IX of 1908), has beep
parred by Notification No.5868-A.P., dated the 8th September 1934, the
pl‘inciplcs of 1hc.Act should.be clpsely followed in _disputes _betWeen Persong
who are not natives of the following  areas: Sadiya Frontier Tract, Balj.
para Frontier Tract, Naga Hills, Khasi ,aund Jaintia Hills, Garo Hillg
Lushai Hills, etc.” But so far as I know, Sir, the Courts ag Shillong do noz
follow these rules. - . .

The Hon’ble the SPE}AKER : Isit tl_le Intention 9{‘ the h
to bring to the notice of this House the desn‘ablllty of this enact
brought into force ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSS AIN. CHOU
t is not followed here, Sir, so far as my information goe
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then the hon, member has ng oi
ading this notification, if he does not want any change in the notI?ﬁlnt
He may discuss the conduct of the Courts if (] ca-

1 . . . . . 1¢e dO nO
;lxc‘)i]l:.CiplCS of the Civil Procedure Code or the Limitation Kct, t follow the

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA4 .
not discussing t.hge conduct of the (_]ourts. What m :
say is tha}’i the (]1]\711.Proc?‘dureh(Joch?1 Is not in force ip ants tq
Under the regulations for the a ministration -
and Jaintia Hills the spirit of the Civil Procedure OCfoCc{‘e]lisj?suf n the Ky,
the decision of cases in the Shillong Courts, which ; ¢ applied ;
informaiion of the hon. member goes. He wants to

. iena bring th;
of the Government. He is not criticising the conduet of §11t;1é‘0:1?~tthe Notice

Shillong.
arch 1937,
Commis.

on. Membey
ment being

DHURY : The

spiri

in re
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Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY :
What T want, Sir, is that the spirit of the Civil Procedure Code should be in
force in Shillong Courts in settling disputes between non-natives of the

district.

. In conn-=ction with this motion I put certain questions for mv informas
tion, but I am sorry, Sir, I have not got the replies up till now. For thal
reason 1 am unable to quote figures.  So fa as my informa‘ion gocs some
clerks in some offices are put to hardships by the non-observance by the
courts of the spirit of this code. I do not mean 1o say that the courts do it

intentionally, but the courts are not bound by the Civil Procedure Code to
do otherwise. ‘ :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The courts may sav that they are
really following the spirit of the Code.  Whether they do it rightly or
wrongly, that is another matter. ‘ B

Rai Bahadur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: M. Speaker, Sir,
there is some difference of opinion as regards the incerpretation of the wort
‘spirit’. Some people consider that it means that the provisions should be
followed, except as regards technical bar. Unless we have a definition from
the Hon’ble Minister in charge, different people will interpret it differently.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY !
What I mean, Sir, is this that the plains people who are non-natives and who
reside in Shillong shr)'ul!l have the advantage of the Civil Procedure Code:
By bringing this motion, I want to bring to the notice of the Government
that they -“hO“]d, sce that the spirit of the Civil Procedure Code is enforc€
in the town of Shillong when settling disputes between natives and no%
natives of the town. With these few words, T commend my motion for
the acceptance of the House. )

The Honbble 1511.0 SPEAKER: Cut rn()li()]l moved :

“That the provision of Rs.40,702 under Grant No.10, Major head—
97.—Administration of JUSEJC(‘:., Minor head—Civil and Shssions  Courts—
H.—Deputy Commissioners Civil Court establishments (total), at pagc¢
of the Budget be reduced by Rs.101, 7.e., the amount of the whole grant f
Rs.6,96,400 do stand reduced by Rs.101.” ‘

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Mr. Spcaker Sir, I
he hon. mover of this cut motion for bringing forwar
matter before the House, but his complaint as appears from the obje
the cut motion, i3 non-observance of the spirit of the Civil Procedure Co
Shillong which I may emphatically repudiate. Sir, if there is any riev-
ance that the spirig of the Clvl} Procedure Code is not being followed, the
party have got thelr remedy in appeals. What I think the hon. member
intends is not the non:-o})servanCC of spirit but the non-observance of letters
of the Code. 1 may inform the hon. members of the House that we have
_that question. We received a deputation from the
Shillong Bar Association on this matter and we have arranged to call a con-
ference to consider the question of administration of civil justice in partiallY
excluded areas including Shﬂl?ng- We have issued letters to some hor:
members of this House including the Hon. Leader of Opposition to let us
know whether it will be convenient for them to attend the conference. o
ir, the hon. member can rest assured that we shall soon procecd
with the consideration of this matter and sce if we can do anything for, the
introduction of the letter of the Civil Procedure Code. The word “épil‘itﬁ”
secems a de]ight_fully vague term and it is rather difficult to define it and 1B
many €ases, it is no less dlfﬁc}llt to say whether the spirit is observed or not.

dy taken up this matter and I think, in view of the assurance€,

We have alrea ’ : . ‘
the hon. member will see his way to withdraw this motion.

am grateful to t
ct O

de in

this
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o ’ble Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I think, Sir, I mav
The Hon’ble

: Ne are Syas sidering
2 : - wiection.  We are just consid 8
- 7 something in (_1"5 D S e O > whole question of
be permitted toixf?lecnt of a Committee to 111(11“{1&] 'l?f(,)“i]‘“ q\l\lol\(:':dq represen-
about the a%‘)]t)l?c people of the excluded areas. (mt]q];ut they are governed
ke EXghia 2 Assembly as much as other areas 2 ith the laws in other
bafiton a3 the & SSlL which have nothing in common i d ‘thiu" uestion
- 4 ’ < = b . ~ e & il S - L J
by a set V"fhl,::,f Sall-cady decided to appoint ﬂ_CO‘.‘S?;‘i;“d?q‘;ms. 4
places. We i itly be a subjecc for that Commi o ta ¢ Sit, sometime
may Very convenier d) Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUL -} o i
i i . stter v 1€ e ceCre-
Maula‘“‘ ]151?(;21?(; of January, I l‘ccm\'qd_ a l.( tt'( 1 ﬁoﬁlsttccd 5 To oir o
ago about the hat the Hon’ble Prime Minister has red liscuss ﬁb'out the
tary informmgft 1r'rlx my party to attend the (‘.onlf‘('r(‘xuc 101 cl:flgli?‘d clhén ﬁmd'
. sons {ro B T e luded areas. 3 & 2
three persons ot the partially exc e —_—
condition P‘"““"‘.'lm;f.uﬁzg * II thought that the Comnutu,i. W 0[}11?1 be convened
there gving thll(;c‘ n‘r r but no Conference has b(_’cn \,allcc_ gf? ‘:u._ ion  Sir
sometime In Fi\llllé }) MARAK: On a point og Information Sir.,
OB s t In civil cases :
Mr. J admitted in Shillong court in (X\I«i SEN: T am
Anzuktar:zaﬂﬁl ‘n’ble Babu KAMINI KUM :
The kHon'} . - : Ty
that practiccBS‘:{\IG D. MARAK : Is it admitted in the courts of the
Mr. JO ) §
 ped ? AR SEN: No.
districts ’ble Babu KAMINI KUM ;
e o MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHOUDHURY .
1 ) / [EY
Mfat‘ll1: jxlssurancc given by the Hon’ble Minister,
view O . caww motion. . I
House to Wlt}}dl aw th% 7 leave of the House, withdrawn. _
The motion was, by BARI CHAUDHURY: I beg, Sir, to move
Maulavi ABDUL BA ion of Rs.6,96,400 under grant No.10, Major
«That thg t-ot_atl lggr\ilsof Justice, at page 78 of the Budget be reduced
—27.—Administra
ead .. . .
ll;y Rs 100.” - o8 in moving this motion Is that the Provmc_e of Assam
Sir, my intention under a financial crisis and surely this is not the
is. at present, PaSSlIE)garking upon a huge new expernditure y Cl‘eatn}ga
;opel‘ time for cf{nthe Advocate-General for Assam. The udget is
whole-time post O'tl the introduction of prohibition and othey dreamy
deficit one and ;-VII r:’ble Finance Minister, the deficit will be all the More
schemes of the r;’auy wonder what could be the motive of the Mmistry
So we
reater. . ] . . )
in creating thlss-p()stsome constitutional difficulty has not Confyr
Certainly’l-ti;rr; Ministry since they came . fc’{OW‘?‘t}aﬁ? au
Congress C??I if there be any, Would.belsod\;ie with the
legal dlfﬁglcn}::’ral of Bengal as was previous tyo -
Advocate-s matters stand, we h.a ve 1ea80§4 impression is th .
- ?\/Iinistry in creating this post. ¥y U pf the 1o % the post i
present d asa prize for some lucky supporter ¢ 1€ present Mxmstry,
being create Sir, that theie is provision for the Creation of thjig big POst in
Tia A t of India Act. But the post of the Ad\"ocate-(}eneral is a
. Govern?}iig elephant which this poor province ol Assary can i]] afforq
veritable white ese words, Sir, I commend thig otion tg {he .. _
to maintain. With these words, Sir, 0 the accepte
0 maintain. '
ance ol the House. Lo . o
anc The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Cut motion moy ed :

“That the total provision of I‘{s.6,96,400 wrider Grang
Major head—27.—Administration of Justice, at Page 18 o

g b&
reduced by Rs.100,

Is

not aware of

plain

In

I beg leave of the

Onted the
y unforseen
help of the

No, 10,
the Budgey 1,2
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The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Aayv 1 oyise on @
point of order Sir? I think this motion is out ol order because the
object of this cut motion is to refuse provision for the appointment of an
Advocate-General which is a charged expenditure.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: [t scems _
speech delivered by the hon. member that he wants to criticise the proposal
of the Government to appoini an Advocate-General  for this  province.
Although he proposes to refuse the provision, the hon. menbers will find
that the amount stated by him is only Rs.100 and
motion is intended to be a censure motion but from his specch it appeared
that he wants to criticise the Government for thie appointment ol an
Advocate-General.

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Thoe
objections too. 1 think, Sir, the cut motion is not properlyv worded because
Rule 99(4) says :—“When tabling a motion fo reducton, il it be jor a
reduction or omission of the amount of an item, & member shall have ©
state the minor hcad, the sub-head and the detailed head of the grant
in connection with which the motion is to be moved”.  But here we find
that no other head excepting the major head has bheen given in the cut
motion, as required by rules.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : 'The hon. member has snz:;"“’“'d
Rs.100 as the amount by which the entire grant is to be refused. Is any
other hon. member going tospeak ?

.. Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: M. Speakeh
Sir. I rise to support this motion on two grounds. Firstly the questio®
Is. whether there is any necessity for the creation ol a separate post 10F
Advocate-General for Assam. Of-course, there is no question of aispensing
with this post altogether as it is a statutory obligation bui I want to know
whether there is any nccessity of discontinning the practice that is obtaine
now, i.e., to avail of the services of the Advocate-General of Bengal. )

Now the Hon’ble Finance Minister will probably come fosward with
some figures to show that there will be cconomy in the creation ol this post-
But I think those figures will be misleading, because during the last years
when the last Government was in office, there were only a iew cases O
which the advice of the Advocate-General had to be obtained. But I am
sure since this new Government have come to the officé the references to
the Advocate-General have beecn and will be very few and Jar between, b‘?’
from the point of view of cconomy, I do not think that thicre is any ncees:
Sity now for creation of a separate post here. '

Then there is another cbjection. If the newspaper rcports and 1ol)|)_}{
gussips have any bearing on truth, then there is a rumour that this post 151
going to be created as a sop to one of the members of this Legislature who hac
much axe to grind in the formation of the Cabinct. (Voices:— questwn)\
But unfortunately he had no place in the same. Only this morning W¢
}}eard the Hon’ble Premicr saying, in discussing the question ol giving
licenses of private lorries on the Gauhati-Shillong Road, that it was thought
undesirable that any member of the Legislature should be granted any
license. T would expect the Government to come forward with a declaration
that all these newspaper reports and lobby gossips are uutruc, If they do
not, then the presumption will be that the post is going to be oflered to 2
member of the Legislature. May I ask under what principle they are going
to offer this post to a member of the Legislature? So, 1 suspect that therc
Was no necessity for the creation of this post, but the necessity has been
Created only as a measure of nepotism. It is nota measurc of economy,
but it is a measure of nepotism. '

from the manner ol the
his

80 it seems that

are (Ilil('ll
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Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, it is really regrettable that we, the members of this House, have allowed
ourselves to go beyond our duties as members of Legislature and we some-
times make insinuations and impute motives to other hon. members of this
House (hear, hear !). The only point regarding this cut motion s, as it
appears from the mover’s speech, that there is no necessity for a separate
Advocate-General for Assam in view of the deficit Budget, and I am really
sorry to find the hon. l{lm.n Bn_h:ulu.r I'mn} the _other end of' the province
bringing himself down while discussing this motion by discussing the person-
alities in this House. The question that is to be considered is whether there
is or is not any necessity for a separate Advocate-General for Assam. It is,
Sir, mandatory, zlccox'dimg to the (iovcmmcr?t of India Act, 1935, that there
should be an Advocate-General for the Province. If we look to the records
of other provinces, we find that every province has got an Advocate-
General of its own. It was unfortunate for this Pl‘ovipcc that under the
regime of the old Government we had to run to the nelg'hbou‘x‘ing province
in search of an Advocate-General when there was no dearth of able lawyers
in this province of ours. I hope the I’-Iousc \n!l .bc cnlfghtcned by the figures
which will be supplied by the Hon’ble Judicial Minister as to the cost
involved in the proposition. Sir, last year the Advocate-General. from
Bengal came and gave some sort of ruh.ng_ . to us and was present in the
House for about half an lmyr, ;\.nc'i I hear it cost the province six to seven
thousand rupees.  Again his opinion was consulted only on four occasions,
and we had to pay to the tune of Rs. 10,000 for that.  So, Sir, we had to
pay so much l)(‘tcapsv the Advocate-General belonged to Another province.
[t is because of this that the present Gmmrnmcn}‘ has. provlch Some money
in the Budget for a separate Ad\'o(‘ate-Gmlera} lor this province. It is merely
2 measure of economy. I do not l‘\"now why I’\l}zm Bahadur Maulavyi Sayidur
Rahman has becon}c so jealous l.)‘mm‘shzmd. There has been no announce-
ment of name by_ Gov ernmfcpt, Government lm§ not disclosad whether X i
going (0 be appointed or Y is going 10 .Im appointed. But find my hon,
{riend has b-:g:omc ovc‘r_]cal.ous, and I do not know whethel_‘ he is a candidate
or not. Heis alawyer of repute ; he may be a candidate and [op the
matter of that, it may so happen lh_at 1.16 may be appointed, and we ma:
have the occasion to congratulate him in the next Session for havin b

inted as Advocate-General of Assam. (4 vorce.—What ah s Sty
appointed as VO ; O O L8E \_ A at about Yourself 3)
I'am a poor pleader of the district Bar. But even if I become eligible, | arr;
ready to withdraw my candidature in favour of the Khap Bahaduyy,

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAY_IDUR RAHMAN : I may inform
hon. member that I am not a candidate for the POst, nor am I qualified for
r

it.

2o PASHINARNAN, GUPTA onumiony, ,
Sbl;l‘ought forward this proposal. It is also a laudable desire OnOVtileI_lment has
appoint a man from th;§ province. Sir, my venerable friend L
Leader of the Opposition expressed the opinion that evern b Depu
appointment should go to a native of the province, and | 1 over Plovincia}
that Government by providing for the post of a SEparate e will .
for this Province at a much lower cost, 18 only acting up t Advoc.
hon. Deputy Leader of the Opposition. Wil thep : Fa Wishes of the
oppose this motion of my hon. friend Maulavi Abdul Bariew ‘l\vords, Sir, T

Kban Bahadur Mavlav; KERAMAT ALJ. On .
tion, Sir. May I know from the Hon’ble Minister i cyn b2 Of infop
1s any age limit for this post * (Laughter.)
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Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr Speaker, Sir, 1 hope
the House will not misunderstand my rising 1 support ol this motion. I
shall be failing in my duty, Sir, if T do not thank the Hon’ble Revenue 2

Minister for the very kind offer which he made the sther day, vi-., that if I

happen to be one of the applicants fo this job, he would consider my case
favourably (laughter). Well, Sir, I know th-re are very good reasons for his
offer, because once I am out of the way he would find himself stcady on
his saddle. There is I think, a still gr-ater reason to thank him. I had m £
my time opportunity to help the Hon’ble Revenue Minister in getting his
desired object fulfilled. but I regret that I did not do so. It is all the more
kind on his part to have displayed real Christian kindness in trying to €O

lso very 'fi.ﬂ(l that this
Dakshinaranjan
1oy descent

good to one who had not been good to him. I am :
debate has come to such a level that my hon. friend Babu

Gupta Chaudhuri has after all realised that we are at times  apt
bly. It is never

below what should be the level of the debate in this Asscm
too late to lcarn, and I heartily congratulat: one who has shown great
Jicense

I hope we shall not have to witness again the

delinquency in the past.
in.

to which some members of the
Now, Sir, I have heard from the same gentleman that as there a
Generals in other Provinces, Assam should not lag behind in this

other side of the Flouse sometimes indulge
1 Advocatcs
mattere

Court

But I can ask him what is he doing in the maticr of getting o High
- . . . - . - . g 2 T . " )
for us ? What is he doing in getting a University for us 2 Is he trying tl(l
) wi

prove to the world that they will produce an  Advocate-General who :
out<hine those in other Provinces 7 What is the Govermmment  doimgg in the
matter of a High Court and the University I again ask ? . ,

As regards the question of cconomy, I do not understand at any rat€ ll(t);:
the Government spent ten thousand rupces in the matter ol an 'A(l\‘OC“
General. I think the Hon’ble Minister will explain in detail, -

I should ask one question.  Whatis the idea of the present (_}m’@}’ .
ment as to whether the Advocate-General should be attending or be pear ]if;
Calcutta High Court where his presence will he necessary, because ir _1}17] <
to practise in the Calcutta High Court, the same difliculty  will arise ! ’1’1110
presence is necessary in this province and if he has got to attend  here: we a
same expenditure will have to be incurred.  On the other hand, S115
know that we pay quite a large sum of moncy to the A(l\:ocute-Cchl'“l' )
the Deputy Legal Remembrancer and others to appear in Crown ca>
before the High Court.

Now, if the Advocate-General has his headquarters cither in 3
at Sylhet or at Gauhati, and if the Hon’ble Minister is sincere in his prorrllls‘;f
made to certain individuals, then, Sir, how the expenditure will be savee
he has got to appear in the High Court ? So it scems 1o mc cxtI‘Cmﬁt'
improbable that any expenditure will be saved by this arrangem®
Therefore I support this motion. et

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr. Speat®
Sir, T have taken my stand to perform a painful duty, and that painiu]
is to bring to your particular notice that the trend of our debates is goi
such a low standard as will be a laughing stock to the outsm_lc province W .
the proceedings appear in print. Whenever any point 1s ralsqd in whicC
certain post is involved, whether the question is as regards policy or ec'onol:r;ly;
we hear the reply : “if you apply your case will be COnSJd_el‘(‘_d”. 1t is I‘("‘"w:
very painful to see this mentality of the Ministry and this is why 1 ha 1 ‘
taken my stand to protest against such kind of debate. One can very .
say that one looks through the glasses with which he adorns his face. It

Shillong ©* ,

may
)11 fl

be that those gentlemen who brandish such words cannot look upol! {
question from the general standpoint but views every question that
debated in this House from the narrow outlook of self-intercst. \

. | §
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The question whether we should have an Advocate-General or not is not
a question of any personal ambition of either myself or of myv friend “-) o
left, but it is a question of general principle and grave importancs. E’\.F‘W}
one knows that under the Government of India Act, every province mu .‘;
have an Advocate-General of its own. Similarly every one knows that itxx?s
open to the pm\'.iur:*s to have a joiu} :\.(I\'O.(‘at-e_G(\.-nCI.al with some other
province ; as also is the case with the institution of Public Service Commis-
sion. The point before us is whether there is necessity for havirg a sEparate
Advocate-General of our own. One hon. member thinks that as we have eot
Provincial Autonomy, we should be autonomous, and the first sien of Ilubto-
nomy should come in having a separate Advocate-General.  Well and «00d
If, as has been said, that the present arrangement of briefing the Ad\'(?(‘&tGi
General, Bengal on a small monthly salary of Rs.250 has proved reallv cdstl .
as we were told the other day that ti}ic arrangement has cost the st‘oxfinc}’
to the tune of about Rs. 6,000 (six thousand rupees) in connection wirf
certain references madz to }‘1im. chll}' it.is a serious question which should bel
thought of by cvery one. The real point is that we should see whether we are
¢ting the full value for our money. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Saiyidur Rah-
man wanted l'-hc Preml_cr to mv(?kg the p'l‘ln.(‘.lple of a certain answer given by
him this morning. But in my opinion, principle to be applied is the one given
by the Premicr about appointments in reply to a question put by my f;"it‘,nd
Mr Baidyanath Mookerjee, that in matters affecting technical o it
knowledge, we must go bcyopd the province in order to get the hest man
I would leave 1t to the Hon’ble House to gmlsul_cx_' whether this Sovinge l\n:
got a constitutional expert---a lawyer who is familiar with the i“tel‘pl‘vr-ui as
of Constitutions, who w:.ll be worth the pay that we are offering. Then :1«»- on
ave got to see that in case we have an Advocate.-Gcneral of odr ‘(;\‘}m
whether we have got sufficient work for him to keep him engaged thl'ouo-h(:n’
the year, or throughout the days of the week. We have heard that ltl'nd‘énf
the present arrangement only 5 or 6 references were made to the M, 3
incumbent during his incumbency. It stands to reason that if five refere; ent
were made to the Advocate-General—I do not know the time duripe Wﬁf‘-es
these 5 references were made,.but I presume it was from the 1st Zf‘ A lcb
1937. It clearly shows that it will be a sheer waste of money if we pril
an Advocate-General of our own only for the sake that we must b fut}(l)ave
. no-

mous in this post. .

ge

we h

t is all very well, as hz_ls been said by m hon. .
DaksIhinaranjan GZpta Chz}udhun tha.t we must patrogise — fglg:ld ‘Babu
if we have got such talent in the province. I admire the enunciatio talentg

rinciple because T am at one with }11p1, but we must see that his n of the
fully utilised. My friend Mr. Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri has vey time g
told the House that we 'have got to pay to the Government of B Y ShOrtly
the services_of their various law officers at Calcutta to represent engal for
Calcutta High Court.  Sir, with my personal experience bothn US In the
in the High Court as well as the Minister in charge of I, Sa lawye,
some time before, I can say that we contribute towards t} A and Qrgq o
cost of the Legal Remembrancer and the Deputy Lega] Rle mamtenanc
Bcpgz}l, who is to appear on behalf of the Crown in Abssq emembranCer Ce
Criminal Bench. We also contribute towards the cost ‘<fl‘n cases befy, n
Pleader and the Assistant Government Pleader in the HO' the Go
work. If we really want to have an AdVocate-(}lgh Court, for ¢y
should we not consider whether his headquarters should T)I;eril C
‘ a

that that particular officer could represent the Government of A
‘nt ss



584 DEMANDS FOR (:RANTS [21sT MAR.

in the Civil and Criminal sides whencver the necessity arose.  In that way
we would be saving the province from the contribntions which we are
making towards the law ofticers of Bengal.

In case, any of my hon. friends should impute any motive
I am speaking in this strain, I may inform them that though I am
of the Calcutta High Court and that I will be soon joining the Bar there,
even then, if 1 am offered the post, I am not going to accept it And
therefore, I say that whatever I have said, I have said for the interest of the
province ; it is a serious matter, requiring consideration, fir tly whether
there is sufficient work for such an oflicer, and if we want to patronise lm'.’}l
talent, whether we have such talent, and if found, we <hould see that his
time is utilised fully and properly - hereby we can have money 10 the
province. The last point that I would like to mention is that if any part-
cular individual in this House gets the appointment, I will congratulate hims
and my hon. friend Khan Bahadur Sayidur Rahman nced not take any
exception to it because as soon as he is appointed, he will cease to hecome @
member of this House. )

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: M. Speaker, -g{”‘;‘
I am glad to have this opportunity of stating the position of the Govern
ment with regard to the provision that has been made for the post ol ll”
Advocate-General in the Budget. It seems that there has been C(msi(lc"“'h &
misapprehension over this question, and we have been accused of ”'”klffg
a provision, or rather a separate provision for a separate Advocate-Gener?
of our own, only in order to patronise some individual, but, Sir, it is

as fO \\'h}‘
a l‘z“.\‘}‘m'

is
absolutely incorrect and 1 strongly repudiate that insinuation. Ab,-thc
¢

known to every hon. member in this House that it is mandatory ut 10"
Government of India Act for provinces which have got Provincial 7 ; ial
nomy to have an Advocate-General. But at the time when 1)1'0‘”an g
autonomy was introduced in this province, no Advocate-General was ap
pointed in this province. If I may be permitted to refer to the history cut
this appointment, I may remind the House that at the time when a bly
motion for the Commissioner’s establishment was brought in this Asscid =
by my hon. friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman, in August 1937, an Adv()cgg’{
General was appointed overnight by a Notification dated 23rd August } not"
—just after the point of order was raised, but the late Ministry could e
df:cide whether they would have a separate Ac{_vocatc-(}encral for the ) p
vince or they would requisition the services of the Advocate-Generd
Bengal. So the first appointment was made only for 3 months on Jed
August 1937. When that 3 months expired, his services were extcn_‘on
for another 6 months, and after the expiry of that period too, the qucsggg
could not be decided, and by the last Notification dated 19th May 1 nei
he has been appointed until further orders, i.e., without specifying any !
So as soon as we took over office, we took up the matter where OUI'[ ite
decessors left it. They left it undecided and in order to come to a deit to
conclusion we had to take up that question. The question that we . te-
consider was whether we were getting the full services out of the Advoc2 f
General of Bengal. I will mention, Sir, that since his appointment th]‘;i

were only 6 references to him and only for these few references proba c-
we Sha_ll have to pay more than Rs. 10,000. The first one was 1n connest
tion with the cut motion moved by Maulavi Abdur ‘Rahman in .the Augu~y
937 session, regarding the total refusal of the pay of the establishment =5
the Divisional Commissioners, and that cost us Rs. 4,250. The second W:;le
In connection with the enfranchisement of the Nepalese .who .have i ni
ASssam  their permanent home. The third was in connection with the Bij!
Court of Ward’s compromise case€.........

<

pre-

AN
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Srjiut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a point of informa-

tion, Sir. That has been paid by the Bijni Coourt of’ Ward’s Estate.

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: | am reférring to the
cases which have been referred to the Advocate-General and not the party
who will bear the cost. The fourth was in connection with the Centra]
Provinces and Berar Sales of Motor spiri.t and Lubricants Taxation Act.
The fifth was when the Acivomtc-(_;\eneml s opinion was obtained as to the
legal liability of this Government for provision of fencing by the ler}l-
Sadiva Railway lines which run :'ll‘ongsxdo the ‘roa(_l. The sixth was in
connection with the handing over (Et the TStiifr;z} Rai Bahadur B, R Das

g s bv the Administrator-General, Assam. .
° lhs\"lgh}i'}if:sngi nls vet got all his bills. I have already said that thg first
cost us Rs. 4,250. With regard to the third we ha\fe got a  bill for
Rs. 1,955, plus Rs. 156 for the clerk.  We l);}\rel not yet [thicel\red the othep
bills, but I am sure that they will not be less than Ré‘ 4,000. On.ly for the
reference in the Federal Court in the. nmtt?l" of _the Ac_mtra] .PI‘O\’mces and
Berar Sales of Motor spirit and Lubricant 1 axation Act, hc? will be chargin
us at the rate of Rs. 1,020 per diem as fees, plus his travelling expenses. ~ Qp
course that amount will be divided betwen Bengal and Assam becayse he
- : 1.

apbcréll‘lhegéc:vsgltllnent of India Act made the app_ointmcnt of an AdVOcate-
General compulsory al.ld has also made him Cllgl]ile to take part in the

roceedings of the Legislatures, so that the Proymcm} gof’el‘llmex}t may
have ready at hand an expert non-party ‘lawyer for giving advice u
intricate question of law. If we are to give effect tQ t.he Intention of the Act,
we cannot afford to have an Adyocate-General stationed far away at Cal.
cutta. Morever I have already said that we had very few Occasions to refer
any complicated questions of law to the Advocz.tte-ngeral. But now when
this Government has introduced several Taxation Bills, as well as Tenanc
Bills and intends to introduce some of other amending Bills in the neay future
we would require the presence of the Advoca..t.e-General very often
in Shillong and no less often in this House (Opposition cry : fear, hear). Can
we expect that an Advocate—G_energl who hyes in Calcutta and who will
charge a fee of Rs.1,020 per diem for attending this ‘Asselnbly for a day can
do us better service than an Advocate—G_eneral appointed locally P We had
considered all these ques.t{ons——the question of finance as well as the inten-
tion for which the provision of Advocate-General has been made jp the
Government of India Act and we ﬁn}cli thlat :im é\c.lvoc:ate-General who i
stationed in Calcutta cannot give ui that egaba vice in and outside ¢y,
Legislature which is expected to be given by an Advocate‘General &

eg rovision has been made in the Government of India A for
which a p Advocate-General is entitled to appear on behalf of the é!t. of
course, a(r;lases filed before the High Court but there would be ya Overn.
mcn_f,igﬁs for that. We require his presence more in Shillong thay, Ty few
gﬁffa for appearance in the High Court. In the High Court we have
other law officers to appear on behalf of _the Gov_ernment. onsider;
these facts we had to come to the conclusion that it would he e lng 3]}
the same time convenient for us to have an Advocate-General h tal at
do not see how my hon. friends on the Opposition can accuse yg foere.
this provision only for a patronage. No question r
because we have not yet come to any decision as regards the
has to be appointed. My hon. f{riend the Khan Bahaduyy sp €rsonne] thag
member of this House is reported to have been appointed. ai

that a member cannot be an Advocate-General ag long as he

b
hel‘e
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he will
1o be
in the
for

be a member of this House. (A voice from the Opposition Bench:
resigr}). I think, the purpose for which the Advocate-General has
appointed under the Government of India Act, is clearly mentioned
jg]'nt Par]iam(rntary RH!)DT( and I would like to vead a1 i)nn'!iuu from it
the information of the House. *‘It is no part of our intention to suggest that
the office of Advocate-General should, like that of Law Officer here, have @
political side to it ; indeed, our main object is to secure for Provincial Gov-
ernments legal advice from an officer, not merely well-qualified to
S}lch advice but entirely free from trammeis of political and party ;
tions, whose salary would net be votable and who would retain his appoint-
ment for the recognised period of years irrespective of the political fortunes
of ’fbe Government or the Governments with which he may be associated
during his tenure of office”. As I have already said, we have not come t0
any conclusion as regards the personnel that has to be appointed and th:}t
a member cannot be so appointed. Therefore, the hon. Khan Bahadur's
accusation that we are m;lki]]f_r’ this pr(,t‘:igi(n] nllly to patruuizv a certain
member of this Legislature, is entirely baseless.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: Dol understand
the Hon’ble Minister to say that the newspaper report is incorrect ?

_ The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Yes, Sir. Another
point which has been raised by the hon. Leader of the Opposition is that
yvhen we have got other law officers in Calcutta, should we not, in appoint
ing the Advocate-General, consider it desirable to select onc from there.

Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : I ncver said that.
All_ I said is that we should consider whether there is sufficient work at
S.blllong for the Advocate-General.  If we appoint one, we should sce that
his entire time is utilised and also we enquire whether Government coulc
save some money by making Calcutta the Advocate-General’s headquarters
instead of Shillong.

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Yes, Sir, 1 am coming
to that question. But before I do so, I would further state for the informa-
tion of this House that besides the fees charged, the present Advocate-
General gets a retainer of Rs.250 per month plus Rs.550 a year as the pro-
portionate cost of his clerical establishment and office establishment. S0
practically he gets about Rs.300 a month over and above the fees that he
has charged. Whereas a provision of Rs.8,000 only has been made for the
Advocate-General.

 As regards the point whether there will be sufficient work for the
Advocate-General, I think, there will be enough work bec
R.emcmbrancer is overburdened with various works—more than he can cop®
W,lth' He combines in himself several functions which it has become€
difficult for him to discharge faitbfully. We have so many Taxation Bills
and Tenancy Bills and it is difficult for the Legal Remembrancer to dg
Justice to these Bills after doing all the functions that have been entruste -
to him. So, Sir, I think, there will be sufficient work for the Advocat€
General, if one is appointed here. On_these grounds—on .the grounC! 0
economy as well as on the ground of efficiency and convenience, I think,
there is no_justification to accuse Government for providing for a sep arate
Advocate-General.

2 ’Khan_B:ahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May I know froml_trlllc
fm(‘)r(l: ble.Mmlster whether the post will be adve.rtlrs?d ? And after (ci‘.al lt h%
andidates, whether the applications of the candidates from outside

Province will be considered, if they choose to reside in Shillong ?
The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: I think the same¢
Procedure that was followed last time, will be followed this time,

render
associas

ause our Lega

\
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Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: What was that proce-
dure followed last time ?

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : No advertisement
was made.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI : Will the appointment
be made within this Assembly session or after ?

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : That I cannot say.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALJ : May I know whether
an Assembly member will have to resign before he applies for that post ?

The Hon’ble Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: That also I cannot
—
pis The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: A member when he is appointed to g
post under Government carrying emoluments, is automatically disqualified
from being a member of this House.

The question is that the total provision of Rs.6,96,400 under Grang
No.10, Major head—27.—Administration of Justice, at page 78 of the Bud-
get, be reduced by Rs. 100.

The motion was negatived.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now I shall put the original demand.

The question is:

¢ That a sum not exceeding Rs.0,96,400 be granted toc defrav the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year endine on
the 31st March 1940, for the administration of the head~27.~Adminisotra..
tion of Justice
The motion was adopted.

GRANT No. 2
(8.—Provincial Excise)
The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: My, Speaker
on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I l;e
move that a sum not exceeding Rs.3,51,800 be granted to deﬁ-ay certa;
charges which will come in the course of payment during the yea, end; iy
31st March 1940, for the administration of the head ¢ g__ l‘OVinéggl
ExCiSC ,,- £
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : - Motion moved :
¢ That a sum not expeeding Rs.3,51,800 be granted to defy
charges which will come in the course (?f payment during t}
on the 31st March, 1940 for the administration of the head

Sie

g to

ay Certain
1€ year endine

== G

rovincj
Excise’ . ) N . a1
Now there are 8 cut motions. Is any decision arrived at g i oo
. : .
motions will be moved ? vhich

aulavi MABARAK ALI: Motions 1 5, 7 and i
/ lltl/lr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move— ’ % will e e
That the provision of Rs.50,364 under Grant No 2, Major }
Provincial Excise, Minor head—A.—-Superintcndencc (total), a¢ iead—g.__
the Budget, be refused, i.e., the amount of the whole gray; £ Page 40 of
do stand reduced by Rs.50.364, = Ob Rs3,51,809
The object of my motion is to do away with the T, o |
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Excise Commjiss 18s1oney,
his salary 1s separately provided for. Of course, the hon, , shner 'Cmajypyg .
a cut motion but he did say that he is not going to movye i:]ember has tableq
Maulavi MABARAK ALI: The object of my 1116\ri{m b
is to do away with the establishment and also to show § this oyt Motigy
way how to realise money without a taxation, Govel’mnent the

ed.

Xcise Compm
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Si[‘, we know that our Government is in need ol more moncy, bhut we
are going to contribute this sum from this side of the House. Itis a well-
known fact that the post of the Excise Commissioner 15 a redundant one.
Since the inauguration of the Revenue Tribunal, sccond appeals which used
to be heard by the Excise Commissioner can now be heard by the Revenuc
Tribunal. I understand that he has very little work to do. The work of
the superintendence might be delegated to the Deputy Commissioners and
the Subivisional Officers and the Superintendents of Lacise and Inspectors
and Sub-Inspectors of Excisc. So I find that the post of the Fxcise Commis-
sioner is a luxury.

Sir, when a motion exactly similar in nature was tabled Last yen in the
Budget session by my hon. friecnd Mr. Abdur Ralman, my hon. friend Babu
Rabindra Nath Aditya, who is now sitting behind the Treasury Bene hes, sup-
ported this motion and he said before this House that he not only wishes to
cut the head of the Excise Department but he wishes to cut away all the
Heads of all the Departments as well. Now, Sir, I am moving the cut
motion to cut the head of a single department that is the Excise Department
and I hope he will support my motion.  With these words, T beg o com”
mend my motion for the acceptance of the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :

“That the provision of Rs. 50,364 under Grant No.2, Muajor head —8.—
Provincial Excise, Minor head-—A.-—Supcrintendence (total , at page 40 ol
the Budget, be refused, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of }{3';;’3138()(1 do
stand reduced by Rs.50,364.”

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Sir, when the party now in
office was in the Opposition, it also supported this motion and they suggested
that this post of the Excise Commissioner may be amalgamated with the post
of the Director of Land Records. The then Chicf Minister Maulavi
Saiyid Sir Muhammad Saadulla, if I remember aright, gave an assurance
to the House that the Director of Land Records has very few works to do
and by amalgamation of these two Heads some money may be saved. As
to-day I find the Members, who supported the motion, are running the Go-
vernment, I think they will also support this motion and this post may be
amalgamated with that of the Director ol Land Rccords, so that some€
money may be saved. With these few words, I support thc motion.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 also risc to sup-
port this motign. As the hon. mover has madec a refercnce that last year
moved a similar motion regarding the abolition of the post of the Excis€
Commissioner, actually I did move the motion and the then Government was
pleased to give me an assurance that the matter would be considered in the
Retrenchment Committee. Since then much water has flown in unfortu-
nately there is no river in Shillong like the Brahmaputra or the Surma ——
still we are entirely in the dark as to the result of the deliberations of the
Retrenchment Committee. This is a matter cngaging 1y serious consideras
tion, particularly, since I became a member of this Hon’ble Housc,
remember that during the first session of thc new Government 1 tabled &
resolution recommending to Government that the post of the ExcIs€
Commissioner and certain other unneccessary posts should be abolished.
Since then only on one occasion, I have partly been successful.  Sir, 1 s‘l'lfl‘
now try to convince this House how Government can manage their aflans
by abolishing this post.

First of all I wish to draw the attention of this Hon’ble House that t.he
duty imposed on the Commissioner can be easily delegated to the respective
district authorities or in subdivisions on the Subdivisional Officers. The

\
-~
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works to be done do not appear to me to be so arduous that those duties
alone warrant the services of a Commissioner secparately.  If we look to the
other aspects, we find there are Excise Supcrintc.ndents. an(‘l, if 1 remember
aright, their number is 8. These pcop_lc st;n‘l't‘hm.r service from Rs.150 and
goup to Rs. 800. What are they doing ? _T'heir works  are not sufficient
that they surely require the supervision of a Commissioner. Simply the
Commissirner can be said to be a vigilant officer over the ‘works of the
Superintendents of"l'lxcmc. I'hen again, Lh(‘x_‘(t are Oth(‘l: officers like the
Inspectors and  the Sub-Iaspectors, who are mmnly‘ meant for the local work
and for checking t_hcm, thcr_cf-u’c Inspectors :1'111d .\u1)}:1‘111&‘11(.1(:11}5‘ who are
supposed to be highly qualificd gentlemen. I'hen for the vigilance of the
work of these Superintendents, il thc.r(,: be need for a Commissioner, then we
should create another post for the vigilance of the Comimnissioner,

Then, Sir, what is_ the scheme of Government now in power ?
Since the inauguration of the present Government, I find that the idea is to
abolish the department altogether. l he other day we have bccn told ang
we have also seen that the present (xo\'c.rmncx;xt have tabled a Prohibition
Bill. But, Sir, by this scheme the province is going ‘go lose. By adopting
e Schemme (%O\"Clvnlh(‘nt are going to spend !\,.S] 1,“5,()()()'_‘ At the same
time we are going to lose revenue to the extent of 5} lzlklxs. I'he total loss to
the province adopting that measurc is nearly about 7 lakhs. Besides that, if
we are to maintain this 111g]1-§alz}r‘1(‘.cl_ post, which costs us nearly half a lakh
are we not losing very much ?  Taking into consxclcm'thn all these })Oints,
Sir, we cannot but do away with the post ol the Commissioner who has goi
very little or nothing to do.

As regards the necessity for the a‘bolition _0[' this post, Sir, there cannat
be a second opiniqn. As a matter of fact thlS- matter was bl‘OUght before
this House previously also. In the year 1937 the hon. My, Baidyanatp,
Mookerjee, by movirg a cut motion, urged on Government the necessity of
relieving the country from this loss of revenue and tl}en he also dealt with
this point particularly. = As has been .o.bservcd by my aon. friend, the mover
even last year Mr. Rabmdre_math Aditya and others also gave their Vel‘dic;;
that this post should be abolished.

Now, Sir, I very [‘ervel_ltly make an appeal to the House that
seriously consider the question before they come to a_ﬁnal‘ decisio
this motion. I would particularly draw _the attention of the H
one aspect of the matter Whl.Ch concm:ns lhew revenue of the pro
have already mentioned, Sir, we al_f? lgomg to I_fo losers to
netly 7 lakhs o f rupees on a(}:)COll_llllt. ol. t llc_ pr Ohl}))lt]Oll. measure, ShOuld My
not be more cconomical by abolishing this post ?  With these words, e

they sh ould
1 1‘Cgarding
Ouse, Sir, to
Vince. Ag I

also support the motion before the House. Sir, T
Babu RABINDRA NATH AD.ITYA: I rise, Sir, only in COnmnens:
with a reference made by Maulavi Mabarak Al to a speech | CCtiop

some time ago with regard to the abolition of the Heads of {he De Sf‘: Ivered
He took some pains to remember some portions of my speech (:Onnp Tlmeng,
the Heads of the Departments. But, Sir, he has Conveniently T, €Cted with
arguments I advanced in that connection. The reasons thaz OT8otten the
to deliver that speech were, that there was oo much interfe,. o
Cabinet Members in the internal administration of the De ?lence

so, that the Head of the Department was reduced to bartment, 54 Mmuch

. ik : a Ter
and, therefore, the purity of the administration was I .

for the sake of the party interests. That wasg My argument, Sy, Jeopardiseq
ously enough my friend has torgotten that, A o B
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3 > = . . ¢ e AL 'u> >0 - x!
However, Sir, about the abolition of this particulas Hea 1 of Departme "
if the hon. member cares to examine the policy of 3”“"5""'3“1,"3'} ; ““_"; nl(Lm
by this Government, the hon. member will see that the logical conclust

Wi 3

oy s . = P | "9 cryartrne - \ 4

of the prohibition scheme would be the abolition of this Dcpartment ¢ ““r‘.l'.
gy for us to appoint some

some time after. For the present, it may be necessary : 1f
more officers cven, in order that policy may be carried out suc cessfully.

the Government succeed in their mission, we can roa onably hope that t‘lu‘rl’f'
will be no need of either the Excise Commissioncr o his subordinates. This

is'a thing for the near future, though not for the present. S0, Sir, if 1
advocated the expediency of head-cutting, I still maintain it, and I say d,“‘__t
the Government policy with regard to the Excise Department also is leading
us to that goal.

About retrenchments, I see there is an ever-increasing
part of the members of the Opposition.  Of course, I must
that keenness was not so much visible on their part some time ago.
quite appreciate the zcal of a new convert.  But when we make a
valuation of that zecal, I must say that it does not stand much to the test.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN :  5ir, with veference
to what has becn said by the last speaker, | would say that we all recognis©
that the Government has adopted a policy of prohibition and they require
an officer like the Prohibition Officer. But that does not justify the retention
of the post of Commissioner of Excisc which carrics a fat salary.  An [. C.5:
Officer with a fat salary is now holding the job.  (Several voices ;- No, no.
At least he is an officer holding a listed post.  So, il the Government l'(‘i‘“.}‘
wants economy in administration, I think they can as well appoint a Proht-
!‘)ulon Commissioner by rccruiting a man of the Provincial Service  for carry-
ng on the work of Prohibition. For the present, 1 think, il they are really
sincere about effecting economy, they should agree to this cut.

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on
behalf of Government I oppose this motion.  With regacd to  the ‘s‘p(:(-(‘.hjUSt
made by the hon. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayidur Rahman, 1 should like
to make a reference ro what he spoke in the last Budget Session. It runs as
follows :—*¢ Sir, this particular motion on the question of abolition of the
post of the Excise Commissioner has come up before this House many times-

keenness on the
regretfully say
But 1
ln'()])(,‘l’

I th}nk many years ago this post was kept in abeyance and the dutics of the
Excise Commissioner were entrusted to the Commissioners of Divisions. 590

far as T understand, this led to serious slackness in the supervision over
excise matters and the post of the Commissioner of Excise has been function-
ing. Of course, as a measure of retrenchment and cconomy, many things
have to be considered and also whether this post can be abolished without
lmpairing the efficiency of the department itself.  Sir, it is a well-known fact
t}.la:t with the programme of prohibition there must be more and more super-
Vision and in that view of the matter, I think, it will not be advisable tO
aboh_sh the post of the Excisc Commnissioner.”’
to Silf, only a few months ago it was ad\{isal)l_e for the hon. -Khar{ Buhadur
unaetaln the post of the Commissioner of Excisc, but now his opinion has
r€rgone a sudden. change.
thin S‘g my hon. friend the mover of this cut motion has spoken man}'
duti%:s Wg}.';l.mst the Cominissioncr, !Jth I think, 11(3' _hus not lqolfcd into th,c
o Withl'c}}: the Commissioncr 1s rendering.  'The Commissioner has lO
R L o the tlraﬂlc of liquor and drugs, but these are provincial as well as
the ‘Provincial. The function of the Commissioner 1s mnot only to look to
Provincial excise but also to look to the inter-provincial excise. Sir, this
POst was once abolished and the duties of the Excise Commissioner were
divided between the two Commissioners of the Valleys, but now the post of
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the Commissioner of Surma Valley has been abolished. Again, Sir. this

Government is going to launch the scheme of prohibition and the Retrencle

ment Committee has recommended for the amalgamation of the post.  This

Government have practically amalgamated this post and we will take one

man to discharge the duties of the Commissioner of Excise and the Commis-

sioner of Prohibition. In one sense, Sir, this Government has observed &l

nomy as has been suggested by the hon. mover of this cut motion. Again,

Sir, excise matters are more or less technical subjects.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: On a point of information,

: Sir. Is the present incumbent an expert one ? '

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Yes, Sir.  As a Dis-
trict Magistrate he has gained much experience about excise.
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Was he
Magistrate ? =
The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS : Y es, Sir.
g Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR :_RAHMAN :
4 Commissioner of Excise ever a District Magistrate ?
The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS:
Magistrate at Gauhati. o o
Again, Six:, the COIU]’I].ISSIOXI(‘I' of Excise has got ta see
olicy of the Government is 01)3-("1‘\-':‘(] or not. Under ‘the circumstances, I
don’t think it is advisable for this Government to abolish the post. So (his
Government oppose this motion for tl}‘j reasons 'dch}u:d above,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The quest ion is—
“‘That the provision of Rs.50,364 under Grant No.2, Major head —g,
—Provincial Excise, Minor he‘ad~z\.-—Superinfcndcncc (total), at
page 40 of the Budget, be refused, i.e., the amaount of the whole
grant of Rs.3,51,800 do stand reduced by Rs.50,364.
The motion was negatived. + .
= Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : I beg, Sir, to move—

“ That the provision of Rs.22,107 under Grant No.2, Major head—
8.—Provincial Excise, Minor head—C.—Distilleries: (total), at
page 42 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.5, ie., the amount of

. the whole grant of Rs.3,51,800 do stand reduced by Rs.5.”

. The object of moving this motioun is a very simple one and it is known
perhaps to all the members of this Hon’ble House that the Officers under this
department very often harass the people Dby prosecuting them opn trifling
grounds, It is my personal experience, Sir, that the lower grade officers
of this department arrest‘the people partlcularly,' ’those‘who are nat pro-

- perly dressed or persons like Bairagis on mere sglspmloq with a view to show
increased number of cases dctecte\d by the excise staff. Op the slight pre-
text, they will fall upon the poor hielpless people and arresy them and brip
them tothe court. They are also not allowed on bail, They remain j
hazat for some days. After a day or two the officers will appear before ﬂln
Court to plead for their detection. The people who are arrested ik hl'e
are generally very poor people. One thing, that strikes me most. i the this
Magistrates fine them very mercilessly. They will fine Eberr ,10 at t}}e
a small case. Sometimes we find that they are asked +, N ﬁS. 0 even in
to undergo imprisonment. Very recently an old B Pay fine as well a4

before the Magistrate by an Excise Jamada?hml{}hwas brougl}t
had a rug on and he Tlooked very ugly. He ) at  Brahmin
- hairs. He told wus that he went to his Jazman’ anad also  Jong
& ing from there, some people arrested him "~ op — Su‘:;ilcl:‘i: retugl-
on. e

was sent to the hazat, and the following day, appeared  bef,
@ y efore

a Disirict

Was  the present
Yes, he was a District

whether the
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the Court, where he said that he did not commit any offence but the Excise
Jamadar told him that he was carrving some  drugs with  hun While he
was tc]ling us all these, he shed tears in presence ol 50 mans rentlemen. After
taking evidence, nothing was found against hin. Now, Sir, the hon. meni-
')Crs of t,]is House will r('f,lli'—;r that the Fxcise othcers, for nothing, fell on this
poor pC()pl(‘: who was r('[”rning from a respee table house after attending the
ceremony., As a matter of fact he had to pass two or three nights in i;u,;«xt
for nothing. FEx-tea garden coolies are also very often put to trouble like
this. If these things are not stopped, then these poor people will unneces-
sarily suffer. We have foand that many innocent people undergo much
hardship.

There is another thing regarding ganja plantation. These ofhcers
secretly plant some ganja plants in the houses of poor people, and all ona
sudden they attack their houses and find out those plants which they them-
selves planted. Then they will arrest those people and bring them to
courts. Thus the poor ])cnplt- are made to suffer like anything.

Then I come to the rpu-s,tixm of distilleries.  Thev throw some
apparatus in the house of some persons, and afterwards  they will  arrest
them on the plea that some apparatus were found in their houses. 1 know
of a case, Sir. One man and his three children were prosecuted on a charge
that some apparatus were found in his house.

The prosecution evidence was that some apparatus were found just by
the side of his kitchen outside the house, some were found in  the tank, and
some under the tree, and so on. For these things, the police sent up these
innocent persons to the Court. It might be that these things were put
mside his house by his enemics ~ Anyway these men were acquitted.  But
if such prosecutions are allowed, do not these innocent people suffer unne-
cessarily ? Sir, they are common people, they belong to a very lower status
of the society, they are povcrty-strickcn. So, what is the point in harassing
them unnecessarily ? ]

There is another difficulty, Sir. If one has got the outlook ol a Sanyast
he becomes an eye-sore to the Excise staff.  Wherever he goes, he is pursued
})Y departmental officers, arrested and sent to Court for trial. Sir, this motion
is not new to this House. So far as I remembcer, a year or sometime back a
similar motion was moved in this Housc, and Government gave us full assu-
rance that they would look to the safety of the people, i.e., they would take
sufficient care to see that innocent people are not unnccessarily harassed.
do not know whether the practice of granting rewards to Excise officers stil
continues. If that practice of rewarding for detecting one or two cases 1S
still prevalent, this is another cause for which the innocent people are un-
necessarily harassed. For out of fascination for the reward, the Excise stal
become very vigilant and arrest innocent people to show their merit '0 the
department. With these words, Sir, I bring this fact to the notice©

overnment for giving serious consideration to this matter.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved :
““That the provision of Rs.22,107 under Grant No. 2, Major head—38.—

Provincial Excise, Minor head — __Distilleries (total), at page 42 of the
Budget, be reduced by Rs.5, i.e., the amount of the whole - grant ©
Rs.3,51,800 do stand reduced by Rs.5.”

Sir, I rise to support the
g to the notice of the Hon’ble
supply at least some cases
me least number of Excisé

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED :
motion of the hon. mover. Sir, I likz to brin
Minister the fact that Excise officers are to
monthly or annually. Unless they can supply so
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Sg,?mgtg%ing (:1?:,-51, they are very badly treated by the Heads of Departments
olr, 1t 1s one of the reasons why these icers are b o
1;1c,tics toL ﬁ:l{do nlu]t( c].':sz-.s:”:t)\:llllztttl}];: ( 0"} K:LIH: ‘“"L' bom{d et e

ases, so th Y may be treated favourably by the
Heads of D_vparlmcnts. Sir, sometimes these Excise officers induce peo le
to keep opium or ganja in some places, and then they go there to g:axih
and ultimately arrest the innocent people, thereby (:'iusing unnecessa
harassment to them. They are also given rewards for this. If things I?;
on like this, the poor people are bound to suffer, Sir, everyone knows th%t
in every village, there are two parties, and by instigation of these officers
one party is unnecessarily harassed by the other party. So, I bring this to
the notice of the Hon’ble Minister, who I hope will  kindly look into the
matter very seriously, Sir, with these few words, I support the
motion.

Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : Mr. Speaker
Sir, I rise to support the motion moved by my hon. friend Maulavi Abdur
Rahman,

Sir, in supporting this motion I like to bring before the House how
sometimes the innocent persons are dragged to the Court and punished,
Sir, I remember a case in our place a few years ago. A Poor man, an
inhabitant of Bengal, came for some business to our subdivision. The man
was an opium addict, and he had his ration with him ; hq was not. g
smuggler, but a respectable man. He did not conceal anything, and. he
was taking his quantity of opium openly. I was told that the Excise staff
caught him and brought him before the Court. He 5:011fessed that he wag
an addict to that drug, but the Court did not show him any mercy. There
is no provision in the Assam Excise Ac_t to sh.ow some leniency towards such
people, who are ignorant of the law existing in Assam and come for businesg
or other purposes here. It was reported to me that the poor man. was fined,
and in default sentenced to undergo imprisonment. Some gentlemen tagk.
pity on him and collected subscription to pay off his fine, but I don’t know.
whether that was sufficient to relieve him from the jail. In this. way, Sir,
very often innocent people are dragged to the Court and punished. I urge
upon the Government to see if anything can be done to deal'with such cageg

leniently. With these few words, Sir, I support the motion.

TLe Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
expenditure under this head refers to warchouses, and the officers in chap =
thereof have no occasion to launch any prosecution against any person.., .

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Is it g point  of
order: ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The point should have been raised
earlier, but nevertheless a reduction of the whole grant has been aimed iy E
this motion. Y-

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS

C Al It i .
order, Sir. I am only pointing out the defect of this Inl(s)t'not a point of
opposing the motion being discussed. on, 1

Khan Bahadur Maulav; KERAMAT .
Hon’ble Minister is not going to oppose this H?olt‘ilo'n pMay I take it that the

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUM
the motion. T objected to the drafting. AR DAS.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : ‘The Hon’ple Minis
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The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Very funny, Sir, the
charge is that excise staff harass innocent people. I shall only quote figures
of persons arrested and convicted from the year 1933 to 1938. From these
figures the House can see whether these persons are unnecessarily  harassing
innocent people or they are really guilty.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May I know whether it is the

fault of the accused or of the Government ?

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: TItisthe duty of the
accused to contest. If the accused knows that he is guilty, he will not con-
test. So itis up to the accused to contest or not.

Manulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: May I know
whether the Hon’ble Minister can supply the number of persons who are
searched and vexed by these people of the Excise stafl in stations ?

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: This 1s the ﬁr§t
time that the matter is brought to the notice of  Government. Had 1t
been brought earlier, Government would have taken proper steps to rcnmvs
this kind of searching ; but if :;\_xsln:(:t(:d there is no reason why they shoul
not be searched ?

In 1933-34, the number of cases detected was 2,075, the number of persons
arrested was 2,213 ; out of this 2,018 werce convicted. Then in 1934-35, 2,440
cases were detected and the number arrested was 2,302 ; out of this 2,29
were convicted. In 1935-36, 2,457 cases were detected, 2,587 persons were
arrested and 2,150 were convicted.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Whatis the usc of all these
details ?  TIs it only to regale the audience on the gallery ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : He is trying to make ot a point.

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Sir, I am giving
these details to remove the false notion of the hon. members, and also
wish to show that Excise officers do not unnecessarily harass people. This
statement will show that they really committed the offence and are brought
to trial and convicted. ) "

Maulav; ABDUR RAHMAN: Will it be a news to the Hon ble
Minister, if I tell him to inquire how they arc brought before the Court:

hey are not allowed to sec their own people. )

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: T'hose persons who aré
roughly handled should bring the fact before the notice of the Govc:.rnmCﬂt'

v hon. friend s a Criminal lawyer, and he might bring that fact into th¢
notice of the Government, otherwise it is baseless to say that the st2 ”
arass people. I do not see any reason why that charge should be broug -
against the Fxcise staff, Is it due to.the fact that they happen to b_e person
serving in the Excise department ? Please do not have this peculiar notio?
about the Excise staff, Do not suspect them without rhyme and reason .tha
they arrest people for the sake of mere arrest or simply because he 1s a
Person in the Excise department. If this is the notion of the hon. memb.‘ffrs
of the Opposition, it is very difficult for the Excise staff to get the reputatio?
they. deserve. From the figures I have quoted, it will be seen that th¢
Xcise stafl’ were not harassing people unnecessarily. Most of these persons
who were brought to trial were convicted. So I think some of the cas€’
that have been brought here are not at all true. .t
. Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I inform the Hon’ble Ministers
that the Magistrates are not found to be so much courteous in favour of the
accused, though the fundamental principle of the law is, that they should b¢
always with the accused.

4
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Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: May I know why a fixed
number of cases is asked from Excise officers ?
The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: 1Ido not know any-
thing of the kind. .
Maulavj JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Wil the Hon’ble Minister please
enquire into the matter and see whether this is going on or not ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister says that he js
not aware of any such thing. ; . ;
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Whether he is going to enquire
into the matter ? -
The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS:
are brought before the Government, they will enquire
ment are quite unwilling to enquire. .
Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED - May I know whether
any secret circular of the Government ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister has

If any specific cases
; otherwise Govern-

there is

denied
that.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is :

“That the provision of Rs.22,107 under C%rzmt No.2, Major head—g___
Provincial Excise, Minor head—C—Distilleries (Total) at page 42 of the
Budget, be reduced by Rs.5, i.e., the amount of the whole

grant of
Rs.3,51,800 do stand reduced by Rs.5%.
The motion was negatived. «

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: I beg, Sir, to move—-

“That the total provision of Rs.3,51 800 under Grant No 2, Major head
—8—Provincial Excise, at page 39 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.101, le.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.3,51,800 do stand reduced by Rs.101.:

The motion has been tabled by me to criticise the Government policy

laid down for the settlement of Excise shops in the province for the year
1939-40.

Sir, in criticising the policy of Excise shop settlement for 1939-40, T wil
speak on a few points. ) - ==

My first point is that there is no end of policies being issued by  Govern.
ment for settlement of the Excise shops for 1939-40. In the first Place, there
was an order issued that the lessees who had held Excise s_hops for three years
or more would be eliminated altogether.. When this order was issueq
and it went to the ears of the interested parties, there was g great commg.
tion amongst them and they collected a lot of money to have their case
represented before the Government by persons whoe haV(? ot the ear of
the Cabinet to a great extent, and there was a representation made by the
Excise lessees through people who have a voice over the Cabine t, and ¢},
result was that orders were issued that the settlements should be p S
till the issue of fresh orders afterwards. After this, a second ordey
issued which was contrary to the spirit of the first order, The second was
was to the effect that those lessees, who had been holding shopg Foyr order
year: or more, should not be given settlement of the same kind of sho
that they should be transferred to some other kind of Excise g . P> de.,
means that a man, who was holding an opium shop, should be ) Ps which
to a liquor or ganja shop. fansferreq :

Again, I want to bring to your notice that in the first order 34
mentioned that in the settlement of Excise shops, first Prefﬁrénc(: Cr 1t wag
given to natives of the province, and second t

shoulq 1,
0 those wh . . 0E
in the province, and third to outsiders, but yesterday I hga.rille (FOIIucﬂed
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know how far it is true) that further orders have been issued that the
domxcdqd people should be treated on an equal footing with the natives of
the province in the settlement of Excise shops..................

(A voice :—1It is true.)

iy Dr: MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: This would show in the first
place, that over this matter which could have bern settled at one stroke,
the Government have been taking a long time and issuing quite different
orders at different times, and that by doing this, they have created an
opinion in the minds of the people, that the recent policy of the Govern-
ment regarding settlement of Excise shops is unsound, hasty and is based
on the pressure of particular interested scction of ,;r;ug.,@;- and not on merits.
As T have already said that when the first order was issued, representations
came to the Government through certain pcople who have got influence over
the gablnet, and it was with that idea that the people of the Assam Valley
crossing the hills (I mean the Excise lessces of the Assam Valley) engaged
pleaders of the Surma Valley—engaged a particular member  of this
ASSS:mny who has got influence over the Cabinet, and we knew before any
decision had been arrived at, what the decision would be.  ([fear, hear!) We
knew that the former order would be changed.  Sir, the other day, in
connection with the Agricultural Income-Tax Bill my hon. friend Srijut
Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri said, that this i- very unfortunate for the p]v.’ult‘:t's
who are earning very little that they would be cffected more by this 3ll,
but I would point out to him that it would only affect the ])lr;u‘l(:rs in the
Opposition and not those who are sitting behind the Treasury Bench...o..ooo

. Now, Sir, the second point is, whether the sccond order could retain the
spirit of the first order. The first order as far as I remember, (I do not knoY
how far I am right) was meant to provide food for thoss unserved an :
put a stop to smuggled opium being sold through the old opium lessecs,
by his second order the Hon’ble Excisc Minister has upset the whole schem®
and as a result of that, no provision can now be made for the unemploy€
new tenderers.

the

My third point is whether the sccond order is sufficiently clcar for
Excise Advisory Committees to take a definite course of action in regarc to
the settlement of Excise shops. The second order says that the lessces, who
have been holding shops for 3 years or over, should not be given the same
kind of shop. The public opinion is that some of these old opium lessees,
who have been running the shops for some years, have got full experience ©
the excise business and that they are therea' organizers of smuggling ©

Oplum in the province.

bhut

~ Some of these lessees, who had been holding opium shops formerly for 7
or 8 years, were given liquor or ganja shops some 3 years ago, but aQ'*otjdltllll%
to the szcond order they are again entitled to get opium shops against s
8pirit of the policy. Then again, the proportion of the opium and 1‘1?~ict
shops in a district is not equal ; there may be 50 opium shops in a dist1 i
whereas the number of ganja and liquor shops may be 30 only. So if ar
the opium lessees be over 3 years standing, where they are to be placed ©
W}(lio will have to be thrown out of settlem :nt, nothing 1s mentioned in th€
orders.

Again there are lessees who are holding combined shops of ganja, liquoil‘9

and opium for years.
together or not, nothing particular is mentioned in the orders.

Whether they will be thrown out of settlement al<

l
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Therefore, I say that it is a vague policy based on the pressure of‘. a
particular interested section outside the Cabinet and as a result of which
there will be no end of appeals which will put the appellants to unnecessary
troubles. ) _

With these few words, I commend my motion for the
the I'}cﬂles;lon’ble the SPEAKER : Cut motion moved 3 i .

That the total provision of RS.B,S},SOO under Grant No.2, Major
head—8.—Provincial Excise, at page 39 of)thc _Budgct, be reduced by Rs.101,
i.e., the amount of the whole grant by Rs.3,51,800 do stand reduced by
RS.I(I)(ll.xan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALJ-: Mr. Speaker, Sir,
I rise to support the motion. The hon. mover has aptly said that the
excise policy of the (igvcrnnwnt 1s  being changed ﬁ-om. d_ay to day.
This will not only bewilder the makaldars but :11‘5-0 the district officers ;
they do not know where or how they stand. Sir, the first order, that

s issued by the Government, was that no person who has held a
et ilar excise shop for 3 years would be allotted another shop in the
part.lcl tilcm‘cnt. This order was superseded by another order to the effect
s S(io person  who holds a particular excise shop for three years
thatt‘nluz-lllv will be allotted any similar shop.  The word “similar”” wag
icr‘m)l?olduéeci in the later order and the effect of introducing this change
has been that settlements had been postponpd h‘om_ January till February.
Then, Sir, there was another ordcr‘ that‘ in scttln}g the shops ic first
preference would be given to the natives of the province and tha‘t 1t would
be only in the absence of any candidate from among the natives of the
province that the case of dOITllCl]C.d candidates would be conquere(.i, If
neither native nor domlclle_d be avaxlal?le, pcrharps the case of the f'orc:gners
was to be considered. This order again has been Superseded only yesterday
by another order to the effect that in the Asett]em_ent of excise shops, there
should not be any distinction between the natives of the province and
the domiciled (Shame ! §'/zame! .from .the OprSItIOD benc}}es), I- l_lave
nothing to say for or against this order. But, Sir, the Hog ble Minister
should know that after the order of dlsuncqon betweel} the nativeg and the
domiciled was issued and before the order t'hat' was 1ssued yesterd
have been many sett]ement_s. Now w‘haf will ‘lla{)';:)en tP those se
that were made on the basis of the previous order? Will these §
be cancelled ? They must ncccssar:}y be canc?llgd because t13e
who failed to get settlement on the basis of the previous order, wi]] e entitleq

lement under the latest order which wag Communicateq to th
i fficers only yesterday. €
dlsu}f‘ign 1again, I am afraid, if the rules laid down in the
are to be respected, all _these s.ettler-nents ‘Ehat have been
after 20th February will I,Je nvalid.  Sir, some daYS. ago at question ¢;
I pointed out to the Hon’hle Minister that al] excise settlemengs -
have taken place before the 20th February as laig own j Shoulqd
Manual. The Hon’ble Minister replied that op) ten

received before 20th February and settlements could beﬁil‘s Were to he

acceptance of

ttlementg

date. May I now request the Hon’ble Minister to read ma?e after that
Excise Manual ? There he will find these wordg et Ule 161 of 1,
settlements or auction sales which shall not be late ates of annual

r
in each year will be fixed by the district officer”. Ththap the 20th Fe
auction sales must take place on or befor
settlements, that have been made
present Government, have bheen ma

bruary

at is, t
e the 20t} Februy he Settlemen g ¢,

in this Province > PULy Sir, )y the
. nder ;
de after the 20th I the orders of the

Fehy
Cbruary, Ty erefore,
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¥hsal;b}§2;tct]};?t f fh(: above ru!:- is to be respected, all these scitlements
port this Cufgcn m(.ld(: after the 20th l:«'ﬁvﬂn;nz:}: must be invalid. So, I sup-
points [ }J)'u; .H’I’O.tf()n’ unless ”_"j Hon’ble -\flzr.ﬁ'uiv.a- can satisfy mec on the two
that an Orcf- c l:d.lsc‘d. My points are iiu"z.:'. 'I-'”:«.j;g whether it is a fact
first prefcré}l)’c\(‘ras ls.s]ul(:d} tf) L.lu: effect that in the settlement of excise shnps..‘
candidates froﬁmw?rl;u( .f" f}“‘:(“”- t'(.’.,u,h'.t.']”M”” of the soil and that il
domicilcd WC lllc- .»)E;’M. e “"“7,"'“" werce not -_'.'-:“iuﬂzlaaﬂz‘. the casc of the
dOmicilcd . uld be taken 1nto .(-mmci«:rnu-,n, and if no candidate from the
COHSidcrcdborr{m}l-n;,ty were available the casc of the forcigners would be
B ler th.e ﬂ‘ et l(;’r that order has been r(f”-,‘ﬂ".g-.,-! ancl l.',B,l_“_”! by another
and domicil Ld C‘Ct (Elilt th.‘;r(: .‘qh”“ld be no distinction between the native
Sh0u1d h'lV(:C t'(;(a‘n 1c ‘t“f.s : 'h.»(:()llr]l}-: =.t~.-hrt.iiu'z settlements or auction sales
were he ‘ - "n,])]"“‘c before the 20th February ?  If so, how the sales

e held after that date.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the hon. mover of this

cut 1 . RPN - .
motion wants to criticise the Government policy laid down for the settle-

tht C;f €excise S'}mps in the province.  Sir, as has been stated by the hon.
o n Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali, scttlement is to be made by the district
Icers and not by Government directly.  That is the policy laid down by

;}2{3 G(f\fcrnmcnt .Zl.l'l(l if 1!1(;.]1011. mover does not agree to the present policy

S: opted by the present Government, what other policy docs he propose 2

‘blr’ nC‘) S‘,lc-h suggestion has been made by anybody (}"'l as to what should
¢ th_g. policy.

12 5‘11‘2 in this C,ffvn‘]?{:CL_i(.)n.I may say that there :'xn: .liqn«n‘ s‘}ml;g mn \v;11<iu}1$
places in the Garo Hills and the same lessce is being given preference {or
many years without giving preference to the local l":'i)"‘ ‘[ understanc
that_ there is a standing order from the Government that 1‘),1-1}“.”(‘(. shoulc
be given to the local people and not to the forcigners, but so far no Garo has
bFen given preference for holding the license of a liquor shop. So, I beg
Government to enquire whether there is any such standing order ():' not in
the Gar(? Hills and, if so, how far it is being carried out. I am standing
here neither to oppose nor to support this motion. With these words,
resume my seat.

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I stand here to
oppose this motion. My hon. friends Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia and
Khan Bahadur Maulavi Keramat Ali said that first preference should be
given to the natives of the province. But, Sir, when I put question in the
first Budget Scssion of this Asscmbly the hon. Sir Muhammad Saadulla, the
then Premier, declared on the floor of this House that the domiciled people
would get equal preference with the natives of the province.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Iam afraid my hon.
friend has misunderstood me. I did not say as to who should be given
first preference. I said that settlements made already by the district officer
on the basis of the previous order passed by the Hon’ble Minister, will have
to be changed now because of the later order. In the first order it was
said that preference should be given to the natives of the province and then
th_e case of the domiciled would be considered. In the second order it 13
said that there should be no distinction between the native of the provinc€
and the domiciled. Now what will become of the settlements that have
been already made on the basis of the first order ? .

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN: I am not concerncd with the part-
cular order, I am concerned only with the policy of the Government. The

policy adopted by the late Government was that the domiciled as well as the
indigenous people will have equal status and I do not sce how that policy 18
now changed by the present Government in whose €ycs all are equal. Sir,

A
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if you find that some of the up-country men are smugglers, they can be
driven out. Sir, I do not know if any cn'culm; has b('(:n_lssucd now that the
domiciled people should not get equal  preference with  the Indigenous
people. My hon. friend Dr. Saikia has just now said that a circular was
issued to the effect that the indigenous people will get the first preference.

I do not see how that circular was issued by the Present Congress Govern-
ment when its avowed policy was as ch_‘.clal'ecl by the then Premier that
the domiciled and indigenous people will get equal preference. .T.f' that

circular was issued, it is ulira vires and illegal and it must have been 1ssued

through some mistake of the officers. As it has been announced that

circular has been withdrawn, I thank the present Government for their

ous policy.

gcneighaxlx Blylahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May I ask the

previous speaker whet_her the scttlomen_t that has been made on the basis

of the order that was issued through mistake should stand ?

Mr. KEDARMAL BRAHMIN ¢ That is the concern of the Govern-
ment. I am not concerned wxlh‘u’, that no such circular will be issued
by the Government in ft}tgrc which \\-'{Il differentiate in the status of the
indigenous and the domiciled people of Assam.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : It is really very
amusing that the Government who have boasted so long ol their policy ang

rogramme, should be changing its policy so many times within this
short period. Apart {r01'n the fact that there ]}11\:@ been serious  breaches of
rules as referred to by Khan B;Lhadur. I\‘IFLU];IYI Keramat .All., what woulq be
the attitude, or what would be the impression of the district officers about
this Government and its orders if in L;hc course of a 'short pql‘iod COVerine
say one month, it issues three conflicting and contradlct_ory circularsg ? “,be’
do not know where the Goverm_ncnt stands and how it can show its face ™
the world when it has chn accusing tl_le previous Governmcnt, whereas, it
has been doing all these inconsistent things.

So far as the circular is concerned, the Shaha community were runnijp
this business with due diligence and experience. _ But we understang th

. be seriously jeopardised by the last circular. In fact if e 4
are going to be seriously jeop 1 : : » U efficiene
and experience have got any 001151.dcrat10n, the present Government ought
to have taken them into consideration. The Government cannot ignoy
the stern facts and we cannot altogether neglect the case of these perso e
who have in the past very creditably managed to run thege jobs. h Vns
entertain doubt whether this Government will ever put any irnp Ortand Ve

i and efficiency. These new people will try to impy €€ to
CXPCTES; be various methods which cannot be quite legal. p ‘SJV(; theiy
;ﬁg;ldy said in this matter, the whg)le.Goyernrnca}It is brought g haye
eyes of the subordinate officials, if (At 1s carried on in thjg irregular
inconsistent way. I support the motion with these words, and

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: 1 rise to Ay a few Yo
support of this motion. Sir, a few hours ago we have heard i thiords
from a member behind the Government Benches _that they will gty N HOuse
ment to the indigenous people or a son of th'e soil as AdVOcate G pl°Y~
Assam. Now, Sir, with regard to the policy in the Excise De Chera]
see a different angle of vision of the hon. members of the _p%rtm‘e
It isreally a very deplorable thing for the Supporters of tl}rllll Steria) side
when they say one thing at one time and another thing ¢ o s Mlnlstry,
just to suit their own convenience. Ifitis really the intenﬁonnother tirne,
ment to give proper facilities to the sons of the s01l, then 1 Sc’}f GOVern-
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to stick to the first order, by

to insist on the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge
ﬂ"”, H}l!’]l iO !h;' llu”]i(‘i]ﬂd

which preference was given to the natives ol the
and then to the foreigners. With these words, I support the
The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir
Government have heard what the hon. mover and the other hon u;c-n‘ﬂ;vri’
from the Opposition have said. It is really true that his (;'(.)\'«-rnuw»n.l
passed an order in the month of January to the effect that a [;f'x‘s'ptl ha)ldi’l‘\ r
a shop continuously for three years, will not be given any shop after l]lij‘
passing of the order. But there were various deputations “and llc;.)-'«wvnt'l:
tions from most of the members of the Opposition to the effect that th'i‘;‘m'd‘cr
is very harsh and detrimental. So it does not lie in the mouth of those hon
members now to accuse the Government for changing lh(t' m'de-z: B '
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALIL: Does the IIqm'hl(.' Minister
always propose to change his policy over-night at the re« uest of some
members ? ' | o )
The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Itisnot a question
of changing the policy over-night.  ‘T'his concerns the public at large and
it is not a matter for me individually in which case they may blame me if
I change. But this affects the public at large and the Government have to
!:hink thrice whether the order really does good to the public or it does
injury. For that reason, therefore, the order had to be modified.
When the Government did so, some allegations arc now Dbeing made
against us that some members on this side have got influence over " the Gov-
ernment. 1 say that is absolutely incorrect and I deny those charges.
should refuse to hear all  those charges.  The hon. member who Thovec
this resolution followed me like a shadow to serve his own convenicnce.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister
gry with the House and is showing his fingers and stretching

motion.

seems to be an

his arms.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister will do well

not to get excited.

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: Not at all, Sir.
The hon. member Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri, who is now joining
with his hon. friend the mover, requested me in the month of January tO
my order and reconsider it. Now does it lic in his mouth toO

postpone
criticise the Government ?
Srijut RO KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a point of personal
to the Hon’ble Minister, the only thing I did

explanation, I made no request
was to speak to the Hon’ble Minister on
him if he was prepared to reconsider his decision.
decided in the Gongress Coalition Party and no
But now I find they have actually changed.

The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS: T hat is about the
charges against Government. I have with me a Ile which contains telegrams

and deputations from most of the hon. members. (Laughter.) 'The hou.
members on the other side have approac e even under religious

hed m
grounds.
Kha!l Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALIL:
the Muslims been taken into consideration and reme
The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS:

Muslims and non-Muslims in the profession.
Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :

Phone in January last and I aske
He said “No we have
change can be made’’.

Has the complaint of
dy given ?
There are both

Is it a fact, Sir, that

according to the circular unemployed youths will be given preference ?
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The Hon'ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS : Nothing was mention-
ed in the circular about employed or I.lllefnplO)"Cd youths. A person
holding a shop for three years w:ll_not get any kind of shop. The question
of uncmployment can also be partially solved by these orders.

I am giving, Sir, the number of shops debarred by the second order.
The number of shops were—country spirit, 250 ; ganja, 278 5 Opium, 287.
Out of these 250 country spirit shops., 107 are 3 years standing ; out of 278
ganja shops, 143 are of 3 years standing and out of 287 opium shops, 137 are
of 3 years standing. So more than half are quite eligible L_mdcr this order.
So, Sir, most of the complaints that the old lessees are going out of shop,
are not true. ; .

My hon. fr_iend 'I\'I:tu_lav.l Ashrafuddin Md. ) Cl_muqhury just now
remarked that this business is given to one community in his Valley. I think
it is the business of Governmaznt to look to the Interests of the publjc. This
business should not be the msnopoly of a particular community, By giving -
settlement to others it woulc! solve, to a certain extent, the unemployment

yroblem also. That was onc idea of Governn}ent In giving the shops to

pll ) There was opposition more or less against the Prohibition Scheme.,

gt,mé,‘sc‘)vemme“t thought it better to cl‘mnge at least more than hajf of the
ci 1ahaldars, sO that_ the I_’rohlbmon Scheme may be a success.

old - complaint, Sir, that has been levelled against the Gover

Another comp ) X ag 1 er
. ve have not observed the rules. The rulc., Sir, runs like this :—
13 th‘r}‘tfhc dates of the annual settlements or auction sales, which shall not-
b later than the 20th Febr_uary-in.each year, will be fixed by the District

. 2 tors of the neighbouring dlStl"lCES and 15 days PLEVIOUS notice of such

Collec hould be given.” The date of settlement of 20tk l"cbruary was fixed

dates Scouector&under the first order. If that order is Postponed, it (iues

byttxlllf"aﬂ that ali sales which have taken place under the seconq order

:ll(l)ould be cancelled. ~ reniently or wilfully foreottes

S The Khan Bahadur has convenien y w’ u y‘ orgotten. ... .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister should

. ¢ oy l ’.

the word ;;;L‘;‘albyxe Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS : Sir, he hag co

'Tltlle forgotton another rule, which I shall just quote. T¢'is rule 170A‘n‘
il ithstanding anything contained in these rules, the Settlemeny £

"Vm":;ouuu-v spirit or ganja shops may be made in conformity witol‘
all or any cott or on such terms or for such pariod as the Loga) Gover !
such prOch}“f to time direct.” iMeng
may from “m;ﬁ(zlur Maulavi KERAMAT ALT: Not optum,

K'han Ba ’b:c Babu AKSHZ&‘Y KUMAR DAS: SO »thc aro

The Hon Khan Bahadur put forward is not correct, There[-‘o?}un(.:.nt
eirich ghe h](int.he charges that have bezn brought against Governmle:’t b«u"
sy that é vcfnment must also change the policy according tq c‘l' are
ASElE, h(; convenience of the public, *and if the Gover Fum..
stances or t ublic are going to be injured, it is their duty
some of th?dquf' to circumstances.
order z;CC; B 2hadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: What about

t}s{ gailr, that took place on the basis of the order that was
Iy, as regards opium ?

Ys The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS:
ments will certainly stand good.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER. The motion is -

That the total Provision of Rs.3,51,800 under Grang No. ¢ ;
—8.— Provincial Exc‘xse, at page 39 of the Budget, be reduced b,v Rajor heaq

he amount of ths whole arant of Rs.3,51,800 d 7 N80, 4

by Rs.10), "7

nment,

notr yge

issueq

I think those Settle

O stand] reduceqd
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The motion was negatived.

The Hoa’bie the SPEAKER : T'hen we have finished, I think.

: Mauiavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Oun a puat ol inlurmation,
Sir. The Hon’ble Minister in charge of Excise, showed the House some
telegrams. 1 want to know whether these should form part of the
proceedings.

Y he Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No telegram was read out,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: ‘The threat was there.

The Hon’ble tue SPEAKER : He received certain telegrams and
held out the file containing them. .

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: In the exhibition of his
temper, we thought he would show us the telegrams.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : | he question is.

That a sum not exceeding Rs.3,51,800 be granted to defray
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending ¢
the 31st March 1940, for the administration ol tire head “g. —Provincia
Lxcise™,

The motion was adopted.

he

certain
on

Re. transacting of Government Business on the 5th April 1939

t to
go

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Before I adjourn the House I wan
take the opinion of the House, as to whether the hon. members would fore¢

the holiday on the 5th of April next. .
Khan Bahadar Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Yes, Sir, we arc quite
recady.
The Hor’ble the SPEAKER : May I take it that, that is the SC'TZ
of the House ? (After a pause) T'hen on the 5th we shall meet.  That wil
a day set apart for Government business.
The House stands adjourned till 11 a.m. on Thursday, the 23rd instante

Adjournment

The Assembly was then adjourncd till 11 a.m. on Thursday, the 23rd

March, 1939.

Shillong : A. K. BARUA,

The 17th May 1939. Secretary, Legislative Assembly, Assam-
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