Proceedings of the Fourth Session of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled gnder the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935

Tue AssEMBLY met in the Agsembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a. m. on
Tuesq,y, the 22nd February 1938.

QUESTIQNS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS

(to which gral answers were given )

Amount sayctioned for Model Villages
Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked:

*64. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether the aypount sanctioned in the last Budget for model
. villages haye been spent or allotted ?
(b) It so, how, when, and where the amount has been allotted ?

The Hon’hle Maulayi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :

64. (a)-—No amount was sanctioned in the current year’s budget for
model villages.

(b)—Does not arise,

Total number of stenographers in Government service

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

*65. Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister be pleased to state—

(a) The total number of Stenographers in the service of the
Governmeng ?

(b) The number and designation of Government officers to whom
Stenographers or Clerks with knowledge of Stenography
have been attached ?

*66 (B) The scale of pay of such Stenographers ?
ing Steng l~0 Government propose to do away with this practice of employ-
places Whge E,‘P_htf_rs as far as possible and to appoint capable typists in their
Te it is absolutcly necessary to do so ? b
T.HE )
replied : Hon'nrr MavLavi Saryip S;IR MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

65' (g)‘_‘ThirtY-four.
- ) & (c.)'—'A statement is laid on the table.
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Statement referred to in reply to starred question No.65 (/) and (¢} B ORI e Mo e
.s . gnanon O overnment offic . L
put by Srijut Gauri Kanta Talukdar (o HAEWSteibE s htrs have i o
been allowed graphers

Statement showing the designation of Government Officers to whom stenograph-:s

Rs.
or clerks with knowledge of stenography have been allowed
Designation of Government officers No. of 10. Deputy Commissioners of Sthet, 6 100—5—175 (old).
to whom stenographers have stcn}c:- Scales of pay \ Goal para, Kamrup, Darrang,
been allowed Srapicis Sibsagar and Lakhimpur (one 100—5—140 (new).

Rs. stenographer for each).

l. His Excellency the Governor of 1 400—10—450.

Assam. 100—5—175 (old).

250—10—400 (old). 11. District Judge, Sylhet
2. Hon’ble Ministers of Government 6 100—5—150 (new).
(6) 200—10—340 (new).

2

150—10—300 (old).

15 100—5—175 (old).
. - District Judge, Assam Valley 1
3. Chief Secretary to Government 1 150—5—200—10—250 (new). Districts, 100—5—150 (new).
4. Other Secretarys to Government | 100—5—225 (old). 170—8—250 (old).
(excluding Public Works De- == 13. Special Superintendent of Police 1
partment). 100—5—200 (new). < (C. 1. D)) 150—5—250 (new).
5. Hon’ble Speaker e 1 } 5
150—10—250. 100—8—140 (old).
6. Hon’ble President ... TR | f 14. Superintendent of Police, Sylhet 1
1. Secretary to Government (Pub- 1 100—5—225 (old). ‘/ 100—5—125 (new),
lic Works Department). 5 \;
100—5—200 (new. ; 100—5—225 (old).
' 15. Superintending Engi 1
8 H(.ea.ds of Departments— { S e 100—5—200 (new).
(i) Excise Commissioner, (i) 8  100—5—200 (old).
.rector of Land Records,
(m_ Inspector-General of 100—5—180 (new). 16. One Lower Division Assistant of ... Draws special pay of Rs.50 per
lf_’ohce, (i) Director of Pub- L the Civil Secretariat doing short- mensem.
slcectloz;fté:ctm?, tgv) C.I‘n'.l hand work of Deputy Secretary
I-]iospitals nerz(a.vi) o Dir?cl and other officers when neces-
| = sary,
tor of Public Health, ! ¥
(vif) Director of Agricul-
ture and (2ii7) Director -of L.

Two clerks i

: n the offices of the ... Draw special pay of Rs.30 per
Industries  (one  steno-

USPECtors of  Schools doin mensem each.
g
grapher for each). 9° :Jﬁs)izg;?nd work  (one in each
9. Commissioners of Divisions (one 2 125—5—225 (old).
stenographer for each). = One cl i i
100—5—180 (new). _ 4 18. G?xie% ?I-ll;p::?;tthe office of the ... Draws special pay of Rs,60 per

or of Factories, mensem.

S —__
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view to quick

66.—No. Stenographers are allowed to officers with atyPistS are not

and speedy despatch of Government work which ordinary
capable of doing.

’ Minister
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Will the H(;“hbéfs hald the
enlighten us whether itisa fact that some of the _Steanng ]?n a year ?
good fortune of getting not more than three or four dictation SAADULLA :
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD o uation isthat
No, Sir, I am not aware of it. On the other hand our infor
these stenographers are very often used by the officers.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will the ItIoIn’*;lgch\i;ggécg
be pleased to enquire as to the accuracy of the statemen :
" PThe Hom'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD 5,;“2};?;!; :a :
Unless the hon. member will give a specific instance from
knowledge, I do not see any reascn to enquire.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Does the Hon’brllfa Mé?isttﬁr
think that it is possible for me to go to the different offices a g e
information myself?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD Sf’;ﬁDULLM
If he hasnot done so, how can the hon. member say that these steno-
graphers are getting only three or four dictations a year ?

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: I have got the information
that some of the stenographers are getting very few dictations Clln a year.
Willnot Government be justified in making an enquiry an satisty
themselves and remove our suspicion ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That question has been replied to
already.

Inclusion of Barpathar and Sarupathar Mauzas under the Golaghat
Local Board

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA asked :

*67. (¢) Do Government propose to bring the Barpathar and Sarupa.
har Mauzas under the Golaghat Local Board ?

(&) If not, why not ?
The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

67. (@)—This depends unon the decision that may be taken upon the
question of bringing these mauzas under the ordir ary criminal law

: A and -
cedure, which the hon. member enquired about on the 15th Februaryprgt
this session.

_(6)—The hon. member may rest assured that no delay will occur
in including these mauzas within the local board constituencies when this
becomes legal under the Act.

I
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Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: MayI enquire whether these
two mauzas were under the Local Board ill about 1930 ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I am not aware of
that. But these re now under the partially excluded areas.

Srijut RAJENDR A NATH BARUA: The question is that the mauzas
were included under the Local Board, but since the colonisation scheme came
in, these are mnot within the Local Board. My question is, even if they are
included in the partially excluded arra, whether there is any difficulty or
%ny law which will prevent their being brought under the Local Board as

efore ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The reply to question
67(a). Sir, makes the point clear. There are difficulties about bringing the
ordinary law and procedure in these areas.

Szijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: May I enquire under what law
and under what section thereof ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I cannot say that
now.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : May T know what is the basis
of the Hon’ble Minister saying that they cannot be brought under the Local
Board as they are in the partially excluded areas ? X

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That is the posttion,
Sir The matter is now under the consideration of Government, namely,
whether these should ha brought under the ordinary criminal law.

Srijut DE3ESWAR SAR YIAH : As far as I can follow the reply of the
Hon’ble Minister, he said there are difficulties in bringing these two mauzas
under the ordinary civil and criminal law. But were they not before under
the Golaghat Local Board ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J, J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: They are not under
the Local Board at present. They will be brought under the Local Board as
soon as we find that there is no legal difficulty about it.

Srijut DABESWAR SARMAH : It has been said by the hon. member
that they were continuing under the Local Board till they were brought
under the Development Board.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I do not know, Sir,
whether they were under the Local Board They might have been. I take
the statement of the hon. member as correct. But they are not now so since
the operation of the present Government of India Act,

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased

to enquire about this matter, namely, why they were excluded and when
they were taken over ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: I shall take the hon.
member’s statement as a fact. But there are difficulties in bringing these
mauzas now under the Local Board until the ordinary laws have been made
OPerative and this question is now under the consideration of Government.
diporiut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Our question is what special

WhHeulty js  thepe ?
© Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: This is not in my
gffj;;?gg& nazg:ely, theJ c{nsideration of the question of bringing these
S Cr the criming] law and cedure.
. enSll‘ll_i];t_DEBE_SWAR SARNEI XHI:rOWill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased
quire into this Matter and let us hear within this session the result there-

of so that we mj :
The HOn’bli t%{‘ie Necessary steps in the matter ?

it ev. J. 7. . NICHOLS-ROY: I will look into it,
We are considering the qUESt'iFon,M NICH = :
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(to wkich answers were laid on the table)
Selection of sites for Model Villages

Srijut JOGESH CHANDRA GOHAIN asked :
110. Will Government please state—

(a) Whether Government have selected sites for Model Villages ?
(b) If so, will Government please name the places selected, Sub-
division by Subdivision ? ;

(¢) When the works in these villages will be started ? )
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :
110. (a)—No. g
b)—Does not arise.
Ec))—As soon as the villages have been finally approved by Gov-
ernmS':ll‘;fi;It PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Have any villages been parti-
cularly selected by Government ? ;

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Not ﬁn_al;?!.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Fas any number been specially
recommended by the local officers ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Some have
been recommended I understand. ) —
Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: What is the total number

villages so recommended in the whole province ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I cannot
reply off-hand, Sir.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Has any site been sclected in the
Jorhat subdivision ?

The Hon’hle Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I think it
has not been finally decided.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister lt‘ier;lcmbCf
that the Jorhat subdivision also does exist and is also to be 1ncludti'.: el eghe
. The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I s

tainly remember, :

No-rent campaign in Sylhet

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY ashed : s
111, _(a) Has th- attention of the Revenue Minister been drawn t;)938)

news published in the Janasakti dated 28th Paush (12th January,

about the allega

- e to
: cgations against the peasant workers of the District, made
him by certain Zamindars ?

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister please state—
(1) if the fact stated therein is correct ? .
(i1) The names of the Zamindars who have made such a cga-
ions ?
(i) Thteonzlmes of the peasant workers who have asked the
tenants to stop payment of rents ?
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
111.—It 's a fact that on the 10th of January last when the Hon’ble
Revenue Minister was receiving visitors at Sylhet some gentlemen com-
plained that their tenants were refusing to pay rent and had been instigated
not to pay rent. He is unable, however, to remember the names of either
the persons giving this information or the PErsons against whom the com-
plaint was made.  With regard to the truth op otherwise of the allegation
the Deputy Commissioner has been asked to enquire and report.
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Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Does nof hl:ct Hon’ble Minister
; ber a single one of those who visited him at Sylhet : > !
Icme';f'nh: l-Hon"‘bgle Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: That is the
repl)%aii;. KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Did a number of peasants visit the
Hon’ble Minister when he was there ? )

The Hon ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHIURI : There dwas
a large number of people, but there was only one man who represented at
least to be a socialist or something like that.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: What did he tell the Hon’ble
Minister ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Does the
hon. member want to know all that he told me ?

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Did he tell that the peasants
had decided not to pay any rent ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No, cer-
tainly he did not make any such confession.

Number of unemplo: ed youths in each district
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :
112. Will Government please state whether Govc;rumcnt have ascer-
tained the number of unemployed youths in each district ? '

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :
112.—No.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to state

whether he proposes to get the number of unemployed
youths now ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: The answer
is in the negative.

Mr. BAIDYANATH I‘rIOOKERJEE:
was promised during the last session ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes,

I promised that and I want to start a register as soon as the results of the
next examinations are out. »

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Is it a fact that the unemployed
youths of many districts of Assam have applied to the District Officers for
land ? ‘

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I think
there have been some such cases.

Srijut LAXSHESVAR BOROOAH :
be considered ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: In due
course,

Srijut PURNA CHAND
take any action on those petit

What about the register which

May I know when they would

RA SARMA: D> Government propose to
1ons of unemployed youths ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: I think the
rict Officers will consider those petitions in due course.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Will any instruction be issued
to the District Officers regarding that ?

The Hon’ble Maulavyj ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Itisa part
of their duty and I do no- think any fresh instruction is necessary.

Mr. BAIDYANATH I\'IOOKERJEE: Is not ““in due course” a vague
answer ? Sir, we want a straight and fair answer
The Hon’ble Mau

) lavi ABDUI, MATIN CHAUDHURI: I cannot
give any definite dat-,
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROQCAH asked :

_113. Does the Hon’ble Minister propose to establish a nucleus to an
agricultural colony in each Subdivision ?

Dist
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :
113.—The point raised will be considered.
Grant of relief to Mauzadars in the shape of amount deducted from

Land sale cases
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

114. Are Government aware that the Mauzadars are not allowed to
deduct the amount involved in land sale and attachment of moveables out of

the entire demand payable by them to Government at the time of Paying
final kists ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
114.—Government accept the statement of the hon. member.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Will the Hon’ble  Revenye
Minister be pleased to state whether the Mauzadars’ Association of 1935

o '?hDibmgarh under his presidency passed a resolution like that ?
e H

owble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not
remember that. Any number of resolutions might have been passed in diffe.
r which I presided, but the main question is whether the
ent have information of that or not.

SHESVAR BOROOAH: Will the Hon’ble Minister he

to enquire whether there is a demand from this Association to give
the Mauzadars in this respect ?

The Hox’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: If the hon,
member is j

! nterested in this matter and persuades the Mauzadars’® Associa-
tion to send an application or a copy of the resolution under registered cover,
I thmki.we shall get it in due course and take it into consideration.

?EJM\:N LAKSJESVAR BOROOAH asked :

il Government please state—
(a) Whether Government received any resolution from the Mauza-
dars’ Association, praying Government to deduct the amount
b e Mvolved from the total demand payable to Government ?
(®) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister for Revenue be pleased to state
if he Proposes to give any reliel to ‘the Mauzadars in this
r_ﬁspe;:t specially at this time of continued economic depres-
sion ?
The Hon’hle
15, (a)—No
. (b)—Th
question No, 7g
Session of 1937
Recovery of 3 :
ie o2 8rant from the T i f Dibrugarh
?Ilsjuf LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH miag: % ©
ety Sth a fact that the Dibrugarh Municipal Board, at a meeting
$. 250 to “ Toryp Samity »*, Dibrugarh ?
117. Is the Hop .

rent meetings ove
present Governm

Srijut LAK
pleased
relief to

Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

such resolution could be traced in the Secretariat.

€ hon. member is referred to the reply given to starred
asked by Srijut Jogesh Chandra Gohain at the Budget

. ’ble Minister aware that the grant cived by th
: grant rec y the
Secretary, Torun Samity, was recovered from the Members of the Board ?
The Hon’ble Rev

St »J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
117.—The amount wag I i
is surcharged on certain members by the Examin.
%r of Local Accounts, Government have no information whether it has yet
eensr qgove;‘ii, but haye enquired.
rijut KSHEsV 2
Minister for Loca] Se e Ly AL

I5.G i, Y I know from the Hon’ble
-bUovernment under what ¢ir.
was surcharged on the members ? rcumstances the amount

—

;
s
}
E
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n’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : The matter happened

in 19%?-%41-.!0 It was in th‘!: gudit note of the vear -1933-34. I think it was on
account of the fact that the Municipality gave this amount contrary to rules.
They had no authority to give it without the previous sanction of the Local
Government. ) !

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Is it a fact that under the Muni-
cipal Act, the Municipality had full authority to grant money for this pur-

ose ?

P The Hon’kle Rev. J.Jj. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Agcording to the r'ule,
I think, the Municipality could not make such grant without the previous
sanction of the Local Government. =T

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Does the Hon’ble Minister mean
to say that the Municipality has no power to grant money for libraries ?' :

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: That was the opinion
of the Commissioner, I think, and he did not allow the amount to be given.
The Commissioner has the power I think, under the rules not to allow the
board to give that amount.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAHK : Can the Commissioner override
the provisions of the Municipal Act ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J- J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : No, the Commissioner
cannot do that.

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: Is Government powerless to
issue instructions to the Commissioner not to interfere in the matter ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NIGHOLS-ROY: This is not in the
power of the Government. = The amount has been surcharged by the Exa-
miner of Local Accounts according to the rules of the Local Funds
Account.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Do the Local Government con-
sider this as wrong on the part of the Audit Department to surcharge this
amount ? )

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: As I said already,
Local Government has no power in the matter. The officer has done that
according to the power given to him and we cannot interfere.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

118. Is it a fact that the said grant was recovered on the report of the
officiating Examiner of Accounts ?

119. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the allega-
tions that () the Torun Samity, has no f

ree Reading Room, (if) that it is a
political body, (iii) some of the members were convicted for participating in
objectionable political activity are true ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
118.—Yes.

119. (@), (i) and (tii)—No appeal lay in this case against the surcharge
to Government, who have therefore made no ruling on these points.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : I was seeking an information from
the Hon’ble Minister for Local Self-Government, Sir.  May I repeat this ?

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : What is that information ?
! Srijut DE3SESWAR SARMAH: The information that I
I connection with question Nos.116, 117, 118 and 119.
if you permit, if in view of such instances, the Hon’ble Minister for Local

Government do ! : o
€s not admit t} rbitrar owers of the Commissioner
should be curtaileq a2 & &

was seeking is
I was going to ask,

------
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s he SPEAKER : This is a lengthy question. .
Fsr:i;u?ont:?.gllzes%vik SARMAH : I will make it short if you permit,
ir, Sg B
s he SPEAKER : No permission is necessary. .
&;u?(l))‘;ilﬁlﬁ‘ist“fh EARNT PN R ol (o the gpisstions & YOS
said that the amount was surcharged on certain members who ‘X’cﬁgn i waé
Municipal Boards and Local Boards are under Government.
jority... : . =
e The Howhie she SPEAKER: The question is going to be an argu
tati . : 4
mmé}i}'ﬁfﬁimswm SARMAH : Very well, Sir. Does noé ‘rl’;cmi‘;f;::
Minister think that it is necessary that the power of then ?O
should be minimised so that such interference may not happlc v, Sir ?
The Hon’ble Rev. J. j. M. NICHOLS-ROY : May I rep Y’attcmpt -
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minis:er may
reply. - : d
" The Hon'hle Rev, J.J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : ‘This matter happencd
during the previous Government. I am afraid, 1 have no t Government.
matzer very fully because this matter had happened i, te pdstrar to rules.
I do not know that the Commissioner has done anything contrary
I am convinced of it.

Royalty on petroleum

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH asked :

120. With reference to the reply 1o question No.1026(a) of the last
budget Session of t

he Assembly, will the Hon’ble the Chief Mim?:le;'u?li
Pleased to state whether the royalty on petroleum is assessed or; the a
of petroleum extracted or on the gross value of the products ¢

lThe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

: & lue laid
120.—The ro alty on petroleum is assessed on 'Ehc well-head va
own in Schedule K ays mogiﬁcd by Correction Slip No.7 at page 21 of
the Assam Minera] Concessions Manual, 1925.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : May I know from the Hon’ble
Chief Minj

( : 1ster what expenditure is incurred by the Provincial vaerg;iﬁi
In acting as Agents, t.e., in collecting the excis= duty on petrol for the
of the Central Government ?

The Hon

’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No
extra expenditure is incurred. . -
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : How is that duty realised ?
want to know if a

ny officer and establishment are set apart for the R EPOSE ?
The Hon’blz Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULILA :
= e£’.tablisAthe[-]mRiS bon I AHMED : Then, Sir, how is the work done ?

Mr. F UDDIN AL : 5 OIT, !

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: The
Deputy Commissioner of Lakhimpur looks into the account submitted and
the Company puts the amount in the treasury.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Am I to understand that only
the accounts submitted by the Company before the DPp_uty Commissioner
are accepted without being properly checked and scrutinised ?

The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

That is the state of affairs and this was mentioned by me in the House in the
previous session.
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Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Docs the Hon’ble Ghief Minister
admit that such a state of affairs is very unsatisfactory ?

v fI‘l:u’: Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We
have no occasion to think like that. The account is checked by a Chartered
Acc tant and audited properly. .

CLO}SII:-. FAKHRUDDIN ALY AHMED: The accounts not being properly
checked and scrutinised, do not this Government think that the Central
Government stand to lose a good deal of amount by way of Excise duty ?

Thz Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Ido

not admit that the accounts are not properly checked. 109

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN AL} AHMED: Will not the Company, in its
own interest, keep different accounts for the purpose of presentation to the
Deputy Commissioner if things are not properly locked after ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That
has not been our experience that the Company is keeping two accounts. -

Mr. FAKERUDDIN ALY AHMED: Does the Hon’ble Chief Minister
think that the Company is doing its business here for the benefit of Assam or
India to accrue its own profits ?

The Hon’ble Maulav; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: That

is a question of opinion.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: Docs the Deputy Commissioner
certify the correctness of the account ?
The Homn

S ’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
es.

Svijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: At what intervals ?
The Hon’ble M

aulavi Saiyid Si»r MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : That
is not known to me.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR.BOROOAH asked :
121. Will the Hon’ble the Chief Minis
of realising the excise duty o
(1) Whether on the amoy
the sales ?

ter be pleased to state the method
n petiol and kerosene—

nt of oil despatched from Tinsukia or on

(11) Whether the amount of excise duty payable to the Central Gov-
ernment ig ascertained, realised and remitted through the Pro-

vincial Government or direct by the Central Govermment ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

121. () and (&))—As the hon. member is aware the Local Govern.
ment are merely the Agents of the Government of India in this mattar.
The i1_1[orma.tion as far as available s given below—

(1) Excise duty on petrol and kerosene is realized on the amount issued

out of the premises of the manufactory.

(2) This is done through the Provincial Government.

Reduction of land revenue for temporarily-setiled Kheraj estates for
the year 1938-39
WAR DAS asked :

(@) Do Go
revenue gag o

Sm‘ju t K
122, AMES

tanteq Criment propose to continue the reduction of land
rante in e L ey sy e dad A o y
estates for(g)he oy 193SEhE a]?(;l 1pcnt year, for temporarily-seitled Kheraj
If not wl :
), o Q > WAy not 2

Nisfkheraj cstates OVernment Propose to reduce the land revenue of the
o J e C of Kheraj estates on_thp pl‘ol.n‘ietqrs, trustees
undertaking to give similar reduction to their

ill the cas

or the managers of the formey

undertenants ?
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The Horn’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

122. (a)—The question is prematurc and the matter w.ll be considered®

in due course. X
(b)—Does not arisc. . :
¢)—The matter is under eonsideration.
Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: My question was: Do Government pro-
ose to continue the reduction of land revenue as granted in the eurrent year
?r {emporariiy-scttled kheraj estates for the year 1938-39 also ? The reply
i?' thc%ucslion is premature and the matter will be considered in due
e ‘May I know when the guestion of reduction oi_ revenue for next
col'usc.'_u be considered as mature and when the matter will be considered. »
year %V;I e Hon’ble Srijat ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Ocders for-
3 orary reduction of iand revenue are gencrally issued towards the end of
(E)I:igbcr or the beginning of November and we shall follow that coupse Hits.
YeaL.Lon MESWAR DAS: May I know whether Budget s
Icceiii‘;];:vﬁzn compiled allowing for reduction of land rcvenuf;‘g for thg
? - -

next%’;‘:ﬁm,&e Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD: SAADULLA : Yes,
Sir. TATA - ring the reduetion &
5 Th MESWAR DAS: Allowing the reduetion 2

Sz "%i’?b;e RMaulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : v,

The B A RVESWAR BARUA: On what basis ?

g‘}:juﬁoﬂ’me Mazlavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA . On
the basi: of Government orders, Sir.

LR R 2 lith regard t -
:NA CHANDRA SARMA.: With reg © question 123
Sr’j;ng;]y instruction l)cenVIssued to-the local oflicers to reduce the
(¢) ha?’e from nasf hiraj cstates a-lvso ? CRAUD .
seven: Hon’bie Swijut ROIINI KUMAR CEA H_ URI: Thereis no
Thile for reducing Jand revenue in ;hi(i&”ﬂ“f“ﬂ‘rfv Csﬁ‘;‘f"?; .

roposa DRA SARN - 15 sail : 1at  the- e S

L PSrij‘ut PURNA CHAN i1l the consideration materialise » TasLEer ds.

: leration. When wi k
under consideTEL, ¢ ROMINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: s, p,,

: . : : So. .
0 HgiccfnCd, there will be no reduction of land revenue in, nisfkhirg
4 v 1552 fas as the reduction for future years is concerned,. the magey
¢ Es. - -
gsstj:lder consideration.

Dy VESWAR BARUA: My question was, o what basis the.
Sﬂjgtli‘?{?cen made in next year’s budget. The answer js: op th:-
allowﬂ?‘é’olel_nmcnt orders. I want to know on. the basis of what
hasis © :

: fi

been made 2 On the eurrent year’s budggt O gures.
he allowance has B the
the

‘ Jast ye;r’s}f;g’;:‘,‘;ie' Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD
The

. that in the Revised Estimates on t_he ad’viee of the 16&3}‘1;%\: :
may ﬂ;f’};‘&% has becn accounted. In the next year's. hudget} 73 Iakh;(}:erri
some <2, d. .

ine the Assam Court-fees (Amendimg
Steps for ang‘i‘giw Assam Stamp (Amendment) Act,, w%nt)- Act, 193¢,

. . EAMESWAR DAS asked

Srijut Do Government propose to take carly steps for 4 )
{ees (Amcndmcnt) Act, 1936, and the Assamy Sta Inendmg the
Cour‘;‘ggé “riih a view lo brmg [hcm to their ‘evim Aand__
ment) A€ fthe wishes of the Assembly as expressed iy 5 tol?us scales in,
”rwﬂ”cctosesc’on of the Assembly ? €N eyt in the
i e e
jact bucg

)
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(b) 1If so, when are Government going to take acticn ?
(¢) If not, why not ?

The Hox’ble Maulzvi Saiyid Sir MUJAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : 4 . _
123.(a), (b) and (z)-—The answer is in the negative. As the budget for
1938-39, which has been presented to the House, shows there is a revenue
«deficit of Trs.4,62 and Government arc therefore not in a position to forego
the additional revenue which the Assam Court-fees (Amendment) Act,
1936, and the Assam Stamp (Amendment) Act, 1936, bring to the Provin-
«cial exchequer. Moreover the Acts are operative for three vears only. _

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Do Government consider
that it is their duty to respect the verdict of the Housc ?

Tke Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUSAMMAD SAADULLA: Yes,
Sir.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Wasnot a cut motion passed
by the House on this subject ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUSAMMAD SAADULLA: I
'may inform the hon. member that the second year is running and only one
year remains,

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA+: Is there any bar ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
There is no legal bar.

. Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA:
improve their resources by the amending Act ?

The Hexa'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHSAMMAD SAADULLA: Not
%o the same extent as was expected.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Do not Government propose to
reduce it ?

Th= Hon’ble Maulav! Saiyid Sir MUJAMMAD SAADULUA: I
have already answered that.

Could not the Gevernment

Fixation of a uniform scale of pay for all the Local Board Doctors
Srijut RUPNATH BERAHMA asked:

124, Will Government be pleased to state—-
(@) Whether it is a fact that the Local Board doctors are paid diffe-
) rently according to the financial position and paying capacity
of different Local Boards ? -
(0) If so, whether Government propose to fix a uniform scale of pay
for all the Local Board doctors ?
The Hox’ble Rew, J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

124.(a)—Yes.
(b

A . (6)—Government have no power to fix a uniform scale under the
Ct as it g

tands.

Number of blind and the dumb hoys of the Proviace

Srijut MAHY CHANDRA BORA asked:

125, V\E;l)l %(l)vernmc:nt be pleased to state— .
mrnlu(_)m!)er of blind boys in the Yrevince upto the agé
U 3

b
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(6) The number of dumb boys in the Province upto the age

of16?
(¢) The number of boys infected with leprosy upto the age
of 20 ?

(d) Whether Government has made any arrangzment to educate
the blind and the dumb boys of the Province ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replicd :
125. (a), (b) and (¢)—At the 1931 Census the number of blind boys
between the age of 0—15 was 663, and the number of deaf and dumb boys
between the same age was 1,717. No siatistics were collected as regards
persons who we ‘e dumb without being deaf.
The number of boys recorded as lepers in the age group 0—29 wa
390.

S

(d)—There are 24 scholarships of the value of Rs. 18 an1 Rs 15

er mensem respectively for the training of deaf and dumb and of blind
children in the Deaf and Dumb School and the Biind School, Calcutta,
Not more than three of e:ch are awarded annually.

Re-instatement of Mafizuddin Ahmed, Foraster

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI
asked :
126. Will Government please state— _
(¢) Whether it is a fact that one Mafizuldin Ahmed, a forester,
now in Shaktiar Khola forest office in the subdivision of
Sunamganj was re-instated by Government in the month
of November, 1937 ? ' -
() Ifso, will Government please state whcl_hcl. his period of
re-instatement begins from the date of order passed |

= .Jy
the Government
The Hon’hle Srijut ROFIINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
~
126. a ._H'&-(a" !

((-’)))——YCZ ; but the period from the date of his dismissal to the

date of reinstatement was ordered to be treated as leave without pay.

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
GRANT No.9
" 95._GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
The Hon’hle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: &

the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Asgq ) n

I b(-_‘o- 4
(=) Sll‘

to defray e
1‘;’ Year endipe
3. 2
~—Leneral

to move thﬂt a sum not cxcccding R520)97:300 ])c g[‘anted
charges which will come in the course of payment during ¢
on the 31st March 1939, for the administration of the heyq
Administration *. :

The How’ble the SPEAKER : The motion hefor, the House s -

That a sum not exceeding Rs.20,97,300 be granted defra 3 IES .-
ges which will come in the course of payment during (., )’C'nt.r‘-( }1, o (.hahr-
31st March 1939, for the administration of the ey |« 95 __‘Gcrul'lng T'll _the
tration.’ | N e
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Point of ¢crder raised for alleged unparliamentary werds expressed
by a memher

S:ijut OMEC KUMAR DAS: I rise to a point of order, Sir. Yester-
day at the time of voting one of' the Luropcgtn members was seen pounching
upon a labour representative. Sir, you noticed it and callt_-:d out * order,
order 7. After that a FEuropcan member was heard saying thhm. our
hearing—*“that bugzer is going to vote for the Congress”. T ask you, Sir, if
it was in order, I ask you, Sir, whether it was parliamentary to call a mem-
ber of this House a “bugger’™?  (Cries of—shame, shame from Congress
benches.)

“Mr.F. W, HOCKENHULL: We are not going to reply to any gene-

ral statement, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAXER: Isit afact ? Will the hon. member
mention the name ?

Srijut OMED KUMAR DAS: Ido not know the name, Sir. But
I can point out. He is sitting just on this side (referring to Mr. Clayton).

*Mr. J. R. CLAYTON: May I hear the allegation, Sir ?

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: The bugger is going to vote with the
Congress.

Mr. J. R. CLAYTON: This alleg
respect.

*Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMAH :
myself heard it (Laughter).

Mr. J. R. CLAYTON :
sort.

ation is absolutely untrue in every
It is absolutely true. I have

I deny that. I have not said anything of the

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I cannot decide anything between the
two contradictory statements ; but I want to say that if such an expression
was used, it was highly objectionable. The word ¢ bugger * ‘is very
objectionable, and I know of a case which was decided: by the High Court
of Calcutta where an incident took place on the use of the word ¢ bugger °,
by one European gentleman. This European gentleman was beaten by the
man who was called such and he was convicted. That case went up to the
High Court. The High Court Judges who heard the casc acquitted the
man and in a manner said that the provocation given by thé use of the
word was such that he would have been to a certain extent justified in killing
the person who thus gave the provocation. (Hear ! hear ! )

Mz. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Sir, he entirely denies the allesation
made against him. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
anything. I said that if such
ionable.

*Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI:
10 us that the member who has be
does not complain. (Hear ! hear !

3 *Srijut LAKSHESV/ : . :
Jumped on him, VAR BOROOAH: May I know, Sir, whether he

%
Posterl?{r' ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Herc is an advocate for an im-

expr?s;;‘!):tgsl\r u?i)]E I_{UM{KR J. SARWAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, if any
like to take it serioy lal the time of my voting 1t was not right, I do not
House and there ShOSuS{é but here we must realise that we are all one in this
o shevaante Uhor not be any difference among us as we are all Wor%:mg
tor the U Country, For this time, I wish that tht matter might

So I said that I am not going to decide
an expression was used that was highly object-

Sir, it is Very surprising
en abused by the European gentleman

Speech not corrected by the member,
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be dfopped and I am pleased to hear what has been rcmarkccrlﬂ ]Jfr Lhc
member about me in this House, I was sitting in the lounge room as : .\t\]d::
tired of the discussion which was going on inside the House and whi e '1:;
division bell rang I just took my seat on the back bench of the House 1
order to vote. However I do not mird it this time and wish that the matter
might be dropped.

Demands for Grants

25.—GENERAL ADMINISTRATION—continued)

The Hon’kle the SPEAKER : Now the House is to discuss the cut
motions. The hon. members will notice that the list of cut motions have
been arranged according to minor heads and they will be taken up ac‘cord,-
ing to minor heads also. The largest cut motion I find under head ¢ H .
There have been 10 cut motions ta.b%ed and the largest cut motion stands
in the name of Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
mov%;;i RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Ibeg, Sir, to move that the
provision of Rs. 35,300 under Grant I_\IO- 9, Major 1193d_25-——G01}CI‘a!
Administration, Minor head—H.—Ministers (total), at pagg 6/}; ol the
Budget, be refused, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 20,97,300 do
stand reduced by Rs. 35,300. - A )

My object in moving this cut motion 1s td cmtu;n:: ltg:1 action _of t‘h':’
Ministry on two points mainly—on the inclusion of the CGommissioncrs
expenditure in the budget and sccon:!fy on the _question {c)_f statemzant mada
by the Hon’ble Chief Minister regarding thf: resigaation of the la*:l: 1\.’1'.:113.(1'3(._
Sir, we know that Assam is the land of special responsibilities. Fven bci:).rc.
the advent of the so-called Provincial Aulonomy there had been spzcial
responsibilitis for the Government, but since then we did [east expect our
popular representatives in the Cabinet to be a party to it. Bt u_rhat c_l.) we
find ? Our Hon’ble Finance Minister has included the expenditure in his
budget estimate although that was refused by the Hoqsg and he also Bave
an assurance that such an expenditure would not be fofwarded by him to
the House for discussion or for voting. 1 -

The Hor’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. T wish to say onc thing,
I have fixed 7 minutes as the time limit for the mover of a cut motion and for
the Government reply and the time limit for each of the other hon. members
who would speak on a cut motion will bz 5 minutes.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : .Sir, we know from the Joint
Parliamentary Committee Report that even in matiers within the discretion
of the Governor he is to seek the advice of the Ministers. So in the
inclusion of the Ministers’ salaries in the badget, thz Ministers have certainl|
given advice and on an agreement between the Governor and the Chiep
Minister this has been included in the budget. WhY_ should our Populap
Ministers who are responsible to the House include this in the ingdget an
be a party to the special responsibility to beh C-“CFUSCd‘ by His IbXCCHCncy
the Governor ?  He ought to have resigned when the Goyerngy wanted tq
interfere with or disregard his advice and made a_bold stapg. In that case
surely he would have got the full support Of: thlsl House on the matter. So
it is he who has practically helped the G?"’?i nor'in thC_ exercise of his special
responsibility.  Secondly, Sir, the Hon’ble 'Qr.uef Minister hgag said in his
statement regarding his resignation that hez did it wig}, 5 view to chuck out
two of his Hon’ble Colleagues and to re-shuffle the Ministry. This alse

shows that there was an arrangement made between hjpy, and the Governor

Will the hon. member
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before resignation.  Sir, if there were any such prc-uqd}crstandn‘llg a‘bout}ﬂ;e--
resignation between the Cl};ci Minister :md' tlu.: highest aqt.loruy of the
Government then I say that it was the most mischievous conspiracy be_tv}reen
these two parties. In no Constitutional History we find that the Ministry
resigns under a conspiracy between the rulers and the popular representa-
tives of the Cabinet as has been the cas: in our province. If any l\qu.ust_ry'
resigns the Instruments of Instructions clearly indicate that the majority
party or the party that is likely to command majority should be called to.
form the Ministry. S5 in that casc there was no certainty whether the
Hon’ble Chief Minister would be re called to form the Ministry or some
other party would be asked to form the Ministry. This action of the
Ministry in resignation with previous understanding with the Governor is
highly = objectionable and it is against the fundamental principle of
Constitutional Government. This is the object with which I want to move
this motion and I hope my motion will be accepted by the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The motion moved is that the provi-
sion of Rs. 35,300 under Grant No, 9, Major head—25.—General Adminj-
stration, Minor head—H — Ministers (total), at page 64 of the Budget, be
refused, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 20,97,300 do stand reduced!
by Rs. 35,300.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUSAMMAD SAADULLA - Sir,,
the two points that have been raised by my hon. friend are points which:
have been discussed on the floor ol this House during this session. The first
point that he has touched is that the Ministry has not taken the proper
attitude as regards the inclusion in the budget of the establishment charges:
of the Commissioners, Sir, I mentioned yesterday that this inchusion has
been made on account of the non-receipt of orders from the Secretary of”
State on our recommendation. We have done our level best and approached

as the vote of the House was

the Secretary of State in this matter as soon
cast in Scptember last.  We sent a reminder and a telegraphic reminder
to the Centre asking for orders of the Sccretary of State before the
session of December last, but even then we did not get any final orders from
hin. T think, after onc or two days after I had moved a supplementary
demand in this House in December, the Secretary of State sent orders to His
Excelleney the Governor to putl in a supplementary demand for the retention
of the establishment till the final decision. That was done in the shape of a
message which was placed before the House by you, Sir, in December session.
After that I went to Delhi and saw some of the Officers of the Reforms.
Department and discussed with them about the absolute nccessity of having:
the Sceretary of State’s order before the budget session.  We have in the
meantime been forced to advance the date of the session. Since then we
have submitted another letter (o the Government of India to be forwarded:
to the Seccretary of State recommending that one post of Commissioner
zhcgu_ld Le abolished. This Government as often been told by me, is of
ugglriot? that so If)ng as the different Acts w_hich_ confer the statutory duties
Ommilsiiglon}m1ssr0ne1's. are not amcndc_d it wrill not do to remove both the
et hane e e, T patedy el e s e
also the Assam Land by the Munieipal Act, Locz vernment Act an

5 a . 1 ‘e may d
Acts which just ¢ the nd Revenue Regulation and there may be some other

3 I 5 ’ : ‘ 3
of this debate 1 say th Present moment I don’t remember. But for the hed Ve
ly, it will be open’tq

at il both the Commissioners are abolished simultaneous-
and Local Boardy ;o Etllny tax-paye}-s to challenge the doings of the Municipal
of lie ladsonte ch e caurt_s of law. 'The little l_mowlcdge that I l_lavg gotl

1¢ conclusion that the proceedirgs of the Municipal and
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st : ultra vires. That is the
if both the Commissioners go will be u e ey et e
?;CsilnBOaSl‘gS g}}:}?wc have been compelled to wait tll{ L?C dtttib!o’;n‘; ?)llf liiclii
7 % i ive before the
by the Secretary of State which I hope to rece e r
g;achafyear anéyhave put the entire salary charges f{n th]c'bu(-]{:-?-«r‘u‘ds oy
Iy e o e s e
1 rcésignatl c i o
Sies ol the fia.cts %\?Iadl}?gnﬁo f:ic?—xd hagts quoted certain words rom my
ning of this ??ntt]t.ered 'Yas he alleges, when I made the statement belore the
Touth Whlcd - that he has quoted me correctly. I never said that I
House, 1 egy to drive away two of my Hon’ble Colleagues. I said T had
resigned in or etr andate which compelled me to resign. I _again clL:ny
toabey,my party mconspiracy between myself and our fruler” in my taking
that there was an}j; friend who is a leading light of a disciplined party
Tl Toxe, tll:/ 2 ar(zn.mandatc has got to be obeyed, and although we have
Anous that Ifqll:;le t}; attain their party cohesion, I shqu]d take every step
as yet bee}]“utf against party discipline. The resignation was not, as has
not to milita ?d g sterday both by myself as well as by the .hon. mover of
been mentioned ye ht of in one day but I thought over it fc).r nearly two
the motlorcxl, thsogogn’lpcucd to take this step on account of the fact that my
moiihan wgncuiation between the two groups of the Moslem membeps
SERras rfc the September session of the Assembly thc”I\'Ioslem party
e Dt{uncg] £30 persons elected their office bearvers.  They clected me
yach cor;lsmtt:“?l-c party unanimously, and. clected my hon. friends the
gsg?ilccuﬁsr:%?iuister and Khan Bahadur Sayidur Rahman as Deputy Legg.
5 Wirhouianymﬁssjﬁt Congress ~gronp: What 1is the name of the party ?)
ok Moslem Lgaguc Party. There was a contest between two
e As}sam { the party for the 3rd Deputy LCEIC_ICI‘ShI]). {md the vote
nfthe_rncm s ofm hon. friend the present Educatlm} Minister. At that
c.amc i favour‘o 0[]};’10’11(_‘:5 werc present in that meeting. ) 'l_'hey neithey
1og my f‘ormeli c: as ]btzapllty Leaders of the party nor any of their supporters-
gfj:srfécll ﬁfgﬂsi];ims As a matter of fact they were entircly oy
% 2 A Lo mmesins ]
ture.MI v;as . hlf,}"goﬁﬂmﬁ?ﬁ(ﬁm KHAN: On a point of person
aulavi Md. :
: . anything about it.
nation. I d1d’ lr;ﬁ: 1\12;(2;3;5 y;saiy?d Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA . The
o Ciﬁ%gogc with our Secretary, and they will show that my hon, f riend
I ; . ittle late.
: e though a little
G aﬁ/}:ﬁat:f %c:;:t lrfigl HEIDAR EHAN: I came alter the mecting was
over. i Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
-+ i Saivi r r
ahe Hi‘n’ilazz}\f&iﬁz’ctingﬁhat my hon. friend arrived late, but the
was not the au ttend shows that he knew of the meeting and did attend j,
fact %ﬁtg;‘dlf;iae the SPEAKER : Itsecms, we are on the same topic
e Hon
every day. wble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL, ,
The Hon’ble hecause the point has been raised again T ap, makiy, "
am very sorry,.butagifi‘?r; This party mecting took place af(er due Oti%e e
lanation again. W That was a g i
eiex ises. a
flan?lounl;e room Oiﬁ};cc‘?;;ggypl;ﬁ;nwas holding a meetingys’ns wel;l(lfm??lber
distincid, blccarllisi_this party meeting is_impressed upon my memoby.1 s
atabout L AKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY, "S™OTY.........
abu

: : ton in a particular party ? :
e d'gls‘lcnlésgngn?];}iitﬂ:veméPEAKER: He is trying to say all (]

the charges made.

t of the pic-

al expla-

It

105¢ in answer to
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA . . I
know it will be unpalatable to my l1or}. friend Mr. Gupta to hear_ all this,
ut as I was going to mention that this party mecting has been impressed
upon my memory by one touching fact. While we were holdmg our meet-
ing, one of the leading lights of the Congress party—I mean Babu Harcnqra
Narayan Chaudhury—brought a lovable tiny boy dressed In a pucca Muslim
style to me and he said that his little son wanted to see a Minister and hence
his presence. 1 was so touched by the inquisitiveness of the youngster that I
thought he would live long and be a great man, as he had alreudy started to
know what politics is and wanted to sec what a Minister looks like,
(Laug hter !)  Therefore, Sir, the resignation was brought about by

sition of the majority of the party which I had to obey. Ther
conspiracy behind it. I requested my hon. colle
matter, and the result

which is in my posssssi
a party. I think, Sir,
party and who has to

ave done. It is

the requi-
€ was no

agues to ponder over the
was that they seceded from the party, and their letter

on was addressed to me as the leader of such and such
under these circumstances everyone who belongs to a
obey the party mandate could not but have acted as
not my fault that His Excellency the Governor was kind

ask me to reform the Cabinet, Under
these circumstances, I think ithi

Y to reform it. So, Sir,
at have been advanced for the refusal of this supply do
not hold good. I hope my hon. friend who himself is not only a lawyer but

is a constitutional lawyer, will see the Jjustification of the inclusion of this
demand in the budget.

The motion of Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya that
R3.35,300 under grant No.9, Major head—25.—Genera
Minor head—H.—Ministers (total), at page 64 of the Bud
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.20,97,300 do
Rs.35,300, was then put and a division taken with the fol]

the Provision of
1 Administration,
get be refused, o
stand reduced by
owing result :—

Ayes 46

1. Kumar Ajit Narayan Dev. 18. Babu K-amini Kumar Sep,
2. Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda, 19. Babu Karuna Sindhy Roy.
3. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. 20. Srijut Krishna Nath Sarmabh,
4. Srijut Beliram Das. 21. Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.
5. Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi. 22, Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah,
6. Srijut Bipin Chandra Medh;. 23. Babu Lalit Mohon Kay,
7. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta 24. Srijut Mahadev Sarma.

Chaudhuri. 25. Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora,
g- Srijut Debeswar Sarmah, 26. Srijut Omeo Kumar Das.

i Srijut Ghanashyam Das, 27. Srijut Paramananda Das,

1 Sl‘i_]:}lt Gaux_‘ikanta Talukdar. 28. Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra
12, St Gopinath Bardolo,. Dutt.
13' Bl;%) ut Haladhay Bhuyan, 29. Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma,

4 1}11 Harendr, Narayan Ghau- 30. Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah.,
14 Sri'utujla;d . 31. Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua,
15, Srijut Jog::dprosad Chaliha, 32. Srijut Ram Nath Das,

J 2 Chandra Nath 33. Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua.
16. Srijut Jogeschang btk g
17. Srijut Kanecsyq I") a;i Soham. 34. Srijut Sarveswar Barua.
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35. Babu Shibendra Chandra Bis- 42. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mah-
was. i mud Ali.
36. Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma. 43. Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir
37. Maulavi Md. Ali Haidar Khan. Hussain Chaudhuri.
38. Maulavi Abdur Rahman. 44. Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana Abu
39. Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam. Nasr Md. Waheed.
40. Maulavi Muhammad Amirud- 45. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
din. 46. Srijut Binode Kumar J. Sar-
41. Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed. wan.
Noes 49
1. The Hbn’ble Maulavi Saiyid 23. Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.
Sir Muhammad Saadulla. 24. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Kera-
2. The Hon’ble Maulavi Munaw- mat Ali.
war Ali. 25. Maulavi Muhammad Magbul
3. The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. Ni- Hussain Chaudhury.
chols-Roy. 26. Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia.
4. The Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Ku- 27. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Muf.
mar Chaudhuri. zur Rahman.
5. The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul 28. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar,
Matin Chaudhuri. 29. Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhui-
6. The Hon’ble Babu Akshay ya.
Kumar Das. 30. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed,
7. Babu Balaram Sircar. 31. Maulavi Sheikh Osman Ali
8. Srijut Jogendra Narayan Man- Sadagar.
dal. 32. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Sayi-
9. Babu Kalachand Roy. dur Rahman.
10. Mr. Kedarmal Brahmin. 33. Col. A. B. Beddow.
11. Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia. 34. Mr. A. F. Bendall.
12, Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta. 35. Mr. J. R. Clayton.
13. Srijut Purandar Sarma. 36. Mr. W. R. Faull.
14. Maulavi Abdul Bari Chau- 37. Mr. W. Fleming.
dhury. 38. Mr. B. 1. Barry.
15. Khan Bahadur Hazi Abdul 39. Mr. F. W. Hockenhull.
Majid Chaudhury. 40. Mr. D. B. H. Moore.
16. Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf. 41. Mr. R. A. Palmer.
17. Maulavi Dewan Muhammad 42. Miss Mavis Dunn.
Ahbab Choudhury. 43. Mr. Benjamin Ch. Momijn
18. Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja. 44. Srijut Bhairab Chandra D.
19. Maulavi Mubammad Amjad 45 Rev. L. Gatphoh. 2%
Al ) 46. Mr. C. Goldsmith.
20. Maulavi Ashraf Uddin Md. 47. Mr. Jobang D. Marak,
Chaudhury. 48. Srijut Khorsing Terang,
21, Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed. 49. Srijut Rupnath Brahma
22. Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.

The Homn’ble the SPEABKEZR: Order, order,

The I .
division is— esult of the

one, and I wish to know if there is any deci
Congress Party as to which will be moved and whjch

Ayes—46 and

Nos—49.

The Ayes being 46 and the Noes 49, the motign was lost

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order, '

There are nine more cut motions all from the Congress Party, e .
9 xce

g the members of t}I:c

not,

Numbers 7 and 10 will be moved.

sion amon
Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI:
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda to move
his motion.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Sir, I beg to move that the pro-
vision of Rs.35,300 under Grant No. 9, Major head—25.—General Ad-
ministration, Minor head —H-—Ministers (total), at page 64 of the Budget
be reduced by Rs. 2, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.20,97,300
do stand reduced by Rs.2.

I have tabled this motion, Sir, to criticise the policy of the Govern-
ment in so far as it relates to the release of the political prisoners. It is not
with the object of raising anv ill-feeling against this Ministry that I have
tabled this motion. Nor is it my desire to foment any agitation. In mov-
ing this motion, Sir, T am only voicing practically what is a country-wide
demand, namely the demand for the release of political prisoners. I am
quite ready to concede to any Government the right to deal with the sup-
pression of anarchical crimes. But the fact remains that the political
atmosphere of the country is entirely different to-day from what it was when
these persons were imprisoned. That being so, I submit, Sir, it is worth-
while even for the sake of an experiment to see how these persons may
shape in the new order of things. Certainly the arms of law are long
enough to reach them if they did not adapt themselves to the altered poli-
tical conditions in the country, as the Government would wish them to.

I submit, again, Sir, that it is worthwhile even for the sake of an experi-
ment.

We are b‘eing reminded constantly, Sir, that we are to-day inhaling the
atmosphere of provincial autonomy. If provincial autonomy means any
form of responsible Government, then I desire to say, that it is in some
measure the justification, rather the materialisation of the very objects with
which certain young men of the country took to crimes. Because the fact
is undisputed that such was the patriotism of these young men that they were
entirely carried off their feet and they completely lost thﬁll". balance in the
achievement of the object which was so dear and near to their he.arts. There
can be no question that they did so under a very admirable urge.
But as is well known, unfortunately, they were carrleq away by the strength
of their emotions and they were unable to keep_ their I.nental e.quilibrium.
It is quite true that in all civilized countires pumshme:nt 18 corrective and not
vindictive. And these young men have already paid very dearly for what
was undoubtedly their patriotism. Is it too much to ask of popular Minis-
ters that they do give these young men, a chance ¥ We, on this side of
the House, Sir, do not stand up for violence. We have long adopted non-
violence as a political creed. Butwe would be untrue to ourselves if we
denied that we have some measure of admiration for those young men who
made sacrifices so great and who risk all they held dear, in the pursuit of
their object, which was to gain the independence of our conntry.

To-day, Sir, we have Ministers belonging to different political parties.
But whether it is the Indian National Congress or the Muslim League, all
political organisations in the country have accepted ‘‘independence” as their
political goa), T hat being so, Sir, T submit that there is no sense in embit-
terring or alienating some of us, who are undoubtedly patriotic, and whose
patriotism has earned them this incarceration. We should pool all our
LTESOUYEES 10-day 16 path, i object, because we have to confront very strong
forces of reaction here is little to be gained by alienating any sections
of our cotjl_nt{‘ymen _tO-day, and that is WhY, Sir, I plcad for a chance for
these patriolic albeit misguideq young men. In every country, Sir, when-
ever there 1s peace after a’ conflict one of the conditions for which peace is
heralded is amnesty to politica] prisoners, When England and Ireland made



316 DEMAND FOR GRANT [22nD FeB.
up their quarrels and peace came between the British and the Sien Finn, all
political prisoners were released as a condition of peace. Britain has
shaken hands with Germany whom they fought with all the savagery and
barbarism that human ingenuity and nature could invent. That being so,
why should these unfortunate young men rot in the jails when our own men
are running the administration of this country? (Hear ! hear /) When and if
bureaucracy has ended, should their victims still continue to suffer ? The
other day also Sir, I read in a paper that ** the first act of the new Austrian
Cabinet re-constructed early this morning (February 16th) in accordance
with Herr Hitler’s demand for the inclusion of the Nazis in it was to recom-
mend a general amnesty to political prisoners.’

I do not propose to make a long speech, Sir. As I have submitted, it
is well known that the demand which I am putting up before the Hon’ble
Ministers is a country-wide demand and public opinion is so emphatic.
I now refer to a few persons—a very handful of them—who are being placed
under restraint because of their polidcal activities. Sir, it is one of the
greatest principles of British jurisprudence that no one is to be considered
guilty unless his guilt has been proved beyond all reasonable doubt. If
justice is conceded to an ordinary criminal, a low down man who has
committed a crime for the sake of filthy lucre or for the sake of private
spite, then why should justice be denied to those who are suspected of com-
plicity in crimes for love of his country ? It was only the other day that
we heard from our reverend Minister Mr. Nichols-Roy when he was address-
ing the House on the Nowgong Jail enquiry that the object of the Civil
Surgeon was very good although the means that he applied to get the object
fulfilled might not be very commendable. Who can question the purity of
the motives that inspired those young men I talk of ? Sir, T do not want
to advance any legal arguments in favour of my motion. I desire merely to
make an appeal to my country men who hold the reins of the Government
of the country to-day. Some of them have suffered for their own political
convictions and to-day I feel as if the atmosphere of this House is very
favourable to the proposition I urge, release of political prisoners. It is not

rea.lly a censure motion, I say that if Government will release our political
prisoners they will be making a very humanitarian gesture which will be
very deeply

: appreciated in the country. The country is bound to benefit
bc::ne day or other by the patriotic services of these prisoners which are
€Ing denied because of their continuou: incarceration. In  this connec-

tion I might be permitted to ur i

ge the much-desired and much-d ;
{'e!ease of.the Naga Rani Guidelieu who is now in captivity in thgsel?:g%l
Jail (4 wvoice : she is a State prisoner). ‘

'_I'_he Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The motion moved is,
provision of Rs.35,300 under Grant No.9, Major head 25,—Genera]
Administration, Minor head-—H-—Ministers (total), at page 64 of th
Budget, be reduced by Rs.2, ie., the amount of the whole grant i
Rs.20,97,300 do stand reduced by Rs.2.” hoof

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN
Mr. Speaker, Sir. I am in sympathy with the hon. Mr, G}EI:&UEHURL:.
sorry that Tam going to oppose the motion. I understand’thutl am.
“political prisoner”, but I cannot understand it when it el e term.
who are convicted for using fire arms and committing dacojty €s persons.
light. Sir, persons who have been convicted merely becaz " Oﬁacn ldaY
their country or mercly because they participated in g non- .sf t eyl'tic::‘;?
movement should be released. But when on the flo gl St '

’ or of this House it is
argued that persons who are convicted of committing murder, who are

“that the
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convicted of committing dacoity should also be included in the term *“poli-
tical prisom:”, 1 cannot igxgrelc_ _wilth my hon. friend on 1:he opposiéc. Sir,
if this be the meaning ol political prisoner, we may hear some day that
persons who have been convicted for defying sectionY379 of Indian 3i’t‘:na.l
Code would also be included in the list of political prisoners (laughter). If
an unlettered man uses fire arms and commits dacoity, he is sent to the jail
by the Court and nobody caresfor him, but if an educated man commits
dacoity with fire arms and is sent to the jail then he becomes a political
prisoner. I do not know what.........

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: They have been termed as
political prisoners by Government.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
I think it must be clear who are pnl%cal prisoners and who are not. Tgo
release persons who are convicted for crimes not at all connected with
politics would be a dangerous step. Sir, the term ‘political prisoner’ is now
extensively used and so I cannot support this motion. I was just now told
that sentence ol one Ajit Kumar Chakravarti who was convicted for
committing dacoity at Kaligh t in the town of Sylhet for 7 years and who
was the subject-matter of sufficient discussions in this House has been
suspended by this Cabinet. (A4 woice: for six months on account of ill
Sir, if the word °‘political prisoner’ includes all sorts of persons w
convicted for committing violence not connected with politics, I cannot agree
with_ the argument of my hon. {riend the mover and I, therefore, oppose the

ion.
G Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker
Sir. I am really astonished to find the reply of my hon. friend over there to
the generous appeal—an appeal to the good sense _of' the House made b
Mr. Chanda. I am really astonished to find an editor of a paper who calls
himself a “public T ;m_f,l wbr)‘ has come to this Hous‘e as _a.reprcs.entativc
of the people, finds himself in .dl{’hculty with the _term ‘ political prisoner ?,
When 1 find this I am constrained to say that hfi is suffering from a loss of
mental faculty. The term ° pohtlgal prisoner ’ is ﬁllldcrst.o.od by %11_ Tt
means, Sir, prisoners who are COIl:.TlCtC-d of crime with a political motive,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Js
this in order ? A : " .

'hle the SPEAKER: He is not ascribing any motive.
g:;uHoS:K SHINARANJAN GUPTA 'GHAU?TIRI: 1  would
est the hon. member who opposed this motion to look around and find:

:l?lgil,thosc who were convicted of violence for the love of their country- are
1 ir -day.
ruhnl%/I (;rﬁi:;i ?ISUHSQMM AD MAQBUL E_—I_USSA.I.N CH;AUDHURI-: Is
there no difference between dacoits and political prisoners ? .
Babu DAKSHINARANJAN G_U'PTA _GHLAUE)HURI: _I do admit
that there is difference between a political prisoner and a dacoit, but what
has led my hon. friend to classify the dacoits with persons convicted of
political crimes—1I fail to understand. It rather astonishes me. I weould
ask him to go to the history of Italy and Ireland. It will be found that
Mussolini was convicted thrice and Mr. De Valera spent .half of .'hl‘S life in.
prison. Even the President o the Congress to-day,. who 1is presiding over
the de'hbergtions of one of the biggest political pa ties spent more than 12
"N, horefore, subumat s e Baled to distinguish between thed
) -lore, submit that when he failed to distinguish between the-dacoit
a.qd the political prisoner the position is really regrettable. T am fully con-
scious that hon. members of this House know the difference between political
p_risoners»and dacoits and thieves, I would appeal to the good senseof  the

ness. )
ho are
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House to rise to the occasion and look beyond the boundaries of the province
and see how the Ministry in other provinces are working. I would appeal
to the Chief Minister to release the political prisoners.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I know if all the prisoners were
convicted of committing political dacoities ?

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: On a point of
information, Sir. May I know the names of the prisoners styled as political
prisoners with their native places ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
I would refer him to the reply that Government gave to a cut motion last
session.

(Here no other member rose to speak on the subject.)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am o'gliaed to the learned Dc_pl_lty Leader of the
Congress party for assuring this Housc as well as the Mlmstcrial Party that
he did not table this motion by way of censure. T think his intention " is to
draw pointed attention to the much mooted question of the release of
political prisoners. If the arguments advanced over this question by the
learned mover had not been supplemented by the speaker in ons of the
front bench opposite, the level of the debate would have remained at 5
much higher plane. In his zeal—and I should say new born zeal—the
last speaker had excelled his Deputy Leader in this matter.

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: You are
responsible. :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: He
went to Italy, he went to Ireland, but he failed to notice that both in thig
Cabinet as well as in the Chair of this august Assembly, persons who had
suffered incarceration for a political ideal are existent. If the members of
the political group whose idea was to achicve freedom at any cost—even
by acts of violence—and whose release is now csPouscd by no less a person
than the mover of the motion, I am really surprised because this is not the

cult of the present Congress.
Rabu II))AKSHINARAN_]AN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Question.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Yo,
may question, you have a right to question ; but I am guided by the
writings of no less a person than Mahatma Gandhi and also by what he
stated at the time when he strove for and succeeded in the release of polit;.
cal prisoners from Bengal. That great personage, the Mabatma, did make
a difference between the prisoner who had suffered incarceration in a ngp.
violent way in deference of their political ideal and those who resorted tq
violence. Therefore, he did not press for the release of those prisoners iy
Bengal (a vaige——-prchrrcd). In our province the problem is not b
acute, but as my hon. friend the Df_:puty Leader of the party OpPPosite
knows—I thank him for cons1st_cntly espousing the cause of politica]

: | of the three prisoners who have been dealt with w;
prlsoners-—that ou s teeadiih Toee] Withoy
any trial, one Sitesh Ch. Shome, 35 alrea %r( 1(?61[11 released.  All kingq of
restraint against him have been withdrawn. = ali Raman BhagtacharrYa who
had been restrained under section 16(1)13 atUllS down village 0 Akhalia ¢
Brahman Shashan. One prisoner Sripa o padhyaya who is a natiye of
the United Provinces has been externc hf.rorn the province. T do not
think any of our hon. members s SOrTy for his absence from the Province.
Therefore, of the two prisoners of this pm‘-r-lnpfe e were restrained, one
has already been released. The case of the other will be reviewed by

in due course. , : :
me Hl:/[y friend Maulavi Magbul Hussain Chaudhuri has raised a very

.t question. Similarly my friend over there Maulavi Ashrafuddin
&egtmcgha% dhuri wants to know the details of these prisoners—he
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wants to know the names of these prisoners and the offences
committed by them in detail. I should be pardoned if I do not go into
these details for I think of all persons in this House my hon. friend is most
cognizant of them, for out of the three cases tried by the Special Tribunal
in Sylhet two were defended by Maulavi Ashrafuddin. Again I find my
hon. friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman is absent. He wanted to know whether
all these persons committed political dacoities. I do not know what is
an ordinary dacoity and what is a political dacoity. But my friend being a
practitioner in criminal Courts may have found some suitable distinction
between the two. What I find is this that we have six prisoners in our jail.
I suppose it is now reduced to five on the release of one whose name has
already been mentioned. They have been very losely termed as ‘political
prisoner’. They have not really no claim to be termed political prisoners
in the proper sense but they are so called only for the purpose of classifi-
cation in the jail because they were Bhadraloks and had some educa-
tion and therefore they had to be put to a higher division or better treated in
the jail according to our jail rules. Now I come to my first point.

_ Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: On a point of information
Sir. How does the Hon’ble Chief Minister define political prisoners ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Sjr
L will class those members of the community as political prisoners th,»
suffer imprisonment in pursuance of a political ideal in non-violent way
Fo'r ?xample I will cite the cases of my colleagues the Hon’ble Revcnué
Minister and the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture (laughter) our revered
Speaker and I think my hon. friend the questioner himself (loud laughter)
I would call these as political prisoners. '

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : On a point of information Sir
What about the Kakori prisoners in the United Provinces ? S

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: g
cannot say that.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Has the term ‘political pri-
soner’ a different definition in Assam than in other provinces of India ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA . The
term ‘political prisoner’ is the same everywhere 1n India, .3nd everywhere
those people are called political prisoners who suffer imprisonment o
account of political ideal in non-violent way. They are also termed a8
political prisoners for the purpose of jail rules and regulations and for the
purpose of classifying them.

Sir, I. was mentioning to this House that all those prisoners who
were convicted were all educated and Bhadralok class people. The
were convicted under section 396, indian Penal Code, which means dacoit
with murder. I cannot say if this is a political crime. Dacoity, ag my
hon. friend Maulavi Magbul Hussain Chaudhuri has said, is a heinouz
offence whether commit ed by educated persons or by illiterate ones.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: On a point of information, §;
What was the obj : : 3
he Hon’bI]eCt of the ‘daC(.)llL.Y ? . MAD S
object of the ga € Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAM AADULLA: The

Mr. ARU!\(J:OKH% was to loot money (laughter). .

The Hon’k] IVMAR CHANDA : For what purpose ?
what purpose thec Iaulaw_i Saiyid Sir M_UHAMMAD SAADULLA: For
they may use this ;OTOmmmed dacoity is not known. It may be that

Srijut MAHI C&CKFEOI‘ self-aggrandisement. i
Teibunal 7 DRA BORA: Why they were tried by Special

The Hom’ble Maulgy:
They were tried by Speciala‘}r‘:i
tried by three judges.

Saiyid 8ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
bunal only to give them the benefit of being
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Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Why this special treatment of
being tried by three Judges was accorded to them ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The
maximum sentence was the capital one and only to give these people a
chance of better justice they were allowed to be tried by three Judges.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : They could be tried by one

udge.
! gBabu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Was a Special
Tribunal in the judgment of the Hon’ble Chief Minister a privilege ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir,
1 refuse to be diagnosed by the unqualified Ayurvedic Kabiraj. 1 suppose my
friend must be from a "Baidya family (laughter) having the appellation
“Gupta”. For the present I prefer to be treated by Allopathic Doctor
(laughter). He has already diagnosed my hon. friend Maulavi Magqbul
Hussain as having lost his mental balance.

Of the persons convicted of dacoity, onl_y two were convicted under sec-
tion 392, i.e., dacoity and 120 (4), i.e., conspiracy. Not one man but a grou
of persons conspired to commit dacoity. I am not in the know of their
intention but my hon. friend who interjected me saying what was thejr
motive may be in the special knowledge of that party.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Certainly, I can stand u
that I have a special knowledge of that party’s objects.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: All
of them were sentenced for transportation for life on 24th of August, 1934
and now they have served three years and three months of their imprison-
ment. One was sentenced to seven years on the 9th August, 1934 and
another to five years. I am mentioning these figures only to show that these
convicts whatever may be their politics were misguided enough to have
thought that they could attain their political ideal by means of murder
and conspiracy. One of them had also conviction under section 19 (f) of
the Arms Act for illegal possession of fire arms. Whether this possession
of fire arms was for non-violent purposes I am unable to say. Out of
those prisoners, one whose case has been discussed on the floor of this House
many a time, has been released but not unconditionally. His sentence
has been suspended. This young man went on hunger strike which
incident, I think, is known to all of us here as it has been discussed in this
House before. '

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister
speak louder ? We cannot hear him from this side of the House.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: |
was speaking about the suspension of the sentence of Srijut Ajit Kumar
Chakravarty, whose case was discussed by way of adjournment motion jp

this House.  This prisoner resorted to hunger strike and the Superintey.
dent of the Jail was unable to bear the sight of Brahmahaitya and
wanted to resort to forcible feeding. Luckily the convict gave Up his
hunger strike, but after about 6 weeks all on a sudden he began to pass
tar-coloured stools and thereafter it was found that he was suffering from
gastric ulcer. As soon as the Minister learnt of it, he ordered the Civil
Surgeon of Kamrup, Major Neal to go there and cxamine the convict lest
it might be said that the convict was not receiving proper treatment. I
am glad to say that the convict yielded to the treatment and he s getting
better every day. My Hon'ble Colleague the Minister in charge of Jail
also received an application from the father of the copyict asking that the
convict should be released. Immediately we asked

i h , Major Neal to examine
the convict and report whether he was in a §¢ condition to travel

P and say

id

2
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Although the medical report was to the effect that he was still too weak to
be removed, Major Neal advised that he should be removed when fit to
a hospital where there is X-ray facility for treatment. So, we had to yield
to the petition of the father of the convict and wired to him that he
could come and take charge of his son but at the same time, we felt it our
bounden duty to inform him of the medical opinion.

These instances I mention to show that we are not unmindful of consi-
dering the cases of deserving “political prisoners”. I think in these circum-
stances the hon. mover will give the Ministry a freec hand to exercise their
discretion—not arbitrary discretion but judicious discretion—in the matter
of release of these prisoners and then do what is considered best in their
mnterest and also in the interest of the country as a whole.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: May 1 ask the
Hon’ble Chicf Minister whether Matilal Ray who is below 18 years of age
was also convicted ?

T}le Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, Sir, I stated that Matilal Roy was imprisoned in the case of Kalighat
robbery. He comes from Aj miriganj and the offence committed was under

section 392. He was sentenced to 5 years’ rigorous imprisonment by the
Special Magistrate. His age is not mentioned.

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Will the Hon’ble Chief Minister
please inform us whether there are state prisoners in the jails of Assam ?

i The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
one. %

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: I have personally seen
Nowgong Jail some who are state prisoners. What is their number please ?

The Hon’ble Sr'ju: ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: ne or tW‘O.
”I;hf:y are from the Naga Hills and Manipur and we have nothing to do with
them.

= Sgijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Why don’t you refuse to keep
em ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULY, .,
So far as my information goes, there are only two Nagas.
ey, STt MAHI CHANDRA BORA:  They ought to have been kept j,

1€1r respective jails.

The Howble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURL: That gy,
tion is under consideration of Government. We are considering the questio :
of their transfer from the jails in the plains to some other jails, The A
i1s still under correspondence. : ¥ e

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: I have heard the speech
Hon’ble Chief Minister and I want to say a word......... )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is reall
suggd¥: ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: No, Sir, since there has ‘hegy 5

Eglgg;{(t)_n that_I am fomenting violence, what I submit to the House, is that
ought 1 16?1 prisoners committed crimes for a very great cause and they
jails, I\Jurdto be dragooned into the de'.huma}x:mmgfllfe in Ordinary
morial beencr’w;ffnip”acy and  similar cnmeIs .achr%m tme imme.
who has given the Iilown political weaponS-l_ L Ils ahatma Gandhj
violence. = Thjs enabc])r d a novel and potent political weapon called nep.
the phrase “political ﬁ':_Govel’*Pment to put an 1ngelg_ous.m_terp1:¢tatl
by British Governmenpt ljgner - As for consplr]?c)’s ul; ’ tllmtalts being
Government who em:t;)urawe’dbut history teac ?Sac aBaime ;EI Was British
they were the legally. co:gl us once into cONsSpIracy ag uslims whep

the Ministers to consider these cases under the present altered
mosphere of the country, the Hon'ble GChief Minister

in the

of the
Y l'eplying,

Pelitical a¢.
glVCS us an
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assurance that Government will consider the case of their release, then Ido
1 ress my motion.

i dTClS:::CI-:!TJE’IESISe M;u‘.avi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUL.LA :
cannot‘give a general assurance as }‘cgardg‘, those who lzxavc been convicted for
violence, but as regards other political prisoners convicted not for v101encg, 1
have already said that some have already been released and the cases of
others are under consideration. )

< Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : The cult of terrorism is now dea
and my submission is that they should be given a chance even though th,
might have committed crimes remembering that they behaved so undey A
o5 ;ﬁil;{t;:g’%le Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD. SAADULLA , I
have already said that we have relca_scd some political prisoners whq Were
not guilty of violence and the deserving cases of others will alsq be cqn51dercd_

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: May I press the motion, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is quite at liberty
do whatever he likes. But what he clearly said was that it would not be 5
censure motion. While the hon. member was pressing his motion it ap-
peared to me that he converted the motion which was intepded to be a ceyy.
sure motion to a ‘“prayer motion”, if I may use the expression. )

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Are we entitled to pray, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Practically, it is a prayer.

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA : In that case it may be converted
into a censure motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : If the motion was intended to be
Pressed upon the attention of Government in a particular way without
intending to censure the Government, then it should not be converted into g
<ensure motion,

. Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: I won’t press the motion as you say,
Sir, that it is a ‘““prayer motion.” -

The Hon’hle the SPEAKER : I have said that as the motion stands
stated in the list it is intended to be a censure motion. But from what has
been sai] whila moving the motion, it appears, it has been given a different
Complexion, =

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : It is not a motion of censure but a

Tove to bring pressure on the attention of Government ; but if they do not
yield to this

move, then it isopen to me to press the motion. However
since you ha

: ve been pleased to hold that this is a “prayer motion’”” I do not
desire 1o Press it.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Has the hon.
ouse to withdraw his motion?
(Several voices *—Yes.)

member leave of the

The motion was, with the leave of the House, withdrawn,
Adjournment
The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p.m,
After adjournment

The Assembly re-assembled after lunch at 9 pom,

|
Fu
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i The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The next motion* is in ths name of
Babu Kamini Kumar Sen. : .

1 Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: - I am not going to move it.
! The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I was told by the hon. Leader of the
Opposition that motiontNo.10 only would be moved.

Babu DAXKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI:
going to move it, Sir.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : We will move only motions Nos. 11

. and 22, -
' The Hon’ble the SPEAKXER: Motion No. 11 stands in the name of
| Srijut Mahadev Sarma.

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA :

provision of Rs. 43,001 under Grant No.9, Mjjor head—25.—General
Administration, Minor head—Lezislative Bodies—Sub-head—K .—
Provincial Legislative Council (total), at page 65 of the budget be refused,

t.e., the amount of the wholc grant of Rs. 20,97,300 do stand reduced by
g Rs. 43,001,

I am not

Sir, T beg to move that the

! Srijut MAHADEV SARMA: 3 3:%93 oiaifis s 23 €2 ajem)
| "ifRA73 9533 @R @B o417 TS, oA R Bewy wEce 132 (IS
I AR I w10 fa 2wty %% Sars Safes v ikq E
R A} AV AT W AT | AT F A g1 3. w6
FHAFCENFT (AT w2 S ={21T5 =237 @ atex AL | A TwsT
A3 SINAS @F ATF facashia wtiarsal B ey, wiw ©ie Q@ReG| =9}
WA WS #2503 Af 59407 2079 (T 93 ARIIT AT Awrae wHE qoqre
E 7773 AT GUAATLL AT | WAL A RIS T TH +F37 giAq w3 tats
¢izeB] WItE AR =tF WG 24T A wwW I A% 17 W@ AwCangy
g fRrasal ¢ | (B ®Wa{EIF wF RUeNT ARUI I TN criea] o3
ik,, R1d] watlg  ¥f23q 3MI 22 AT 6675 «F A/ TUAR WAV | @y
P13 f2es i@ oAan #fAsiaag e (1 Rats 4159 2o 25 SIE
| trrg | ¥ AITAUT S{HR AT AT 237 313 B% A=wg (weins 3
| w1, (A &A (3feaf e «F w3 <373 =iw'a A" W AR | @F B
gy TS A EAfE e afiia | A e {4 78, © Demand for

*Babu Kamini Kumar Sen to move 1— § on apal
That the provision of Rs.25,000 under Grant No. 9. Major head—25.—Genera
Administration, Mingr head—H.—Ministers, Sub-head—2.—Pay of establishment (total},

at page 64 of the budzet, be reduced by Re.l, i.e., the the amount of the whole grant
2 of Rs.20,97,300 do st S
e (To cc:gsure th: G reduced by Re.1.

overnme alet salaries of the Ministers charged even
thlough )a new  Minjstry har:bréiflo;orl;ielzlmgnctlhcthc Legislature is entitled to vary their
salaries.
tBabu Dakshinaranjan Gu : e
{ That the pl'a:w_isi'oﬁ.I of I:taSSF:?{?&ldilrtlr_rlL: OC!}T:'ZDZ: No. 9, Major head—25.—General
- Administration, Minor head—H.— Ministers (total), at page 61 of the Budget, be reduced
PN ‘ by Re.l, :.el.,.tpe amount of the whole grant of Rs. 20,97,300 do stand reduced hy Re.l,
- (To criticise the policy of Government in not tendering proper advice to His Excellency
- f: the Governor in the formation of the new Ministry.)
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Grant 7 @3 @773 ST HAY fa53 wafsid UF #7937 59 7Faq
@2 fRafa 331 ¢2g | @F Aagre wiff czieH =TT A0SF Hiofe 3T 4357
33 =3y detas Ad s[RI AU+ 3 Afksd WA (74T Aew
@AFYF, AT TFET 4%A {5 9% 4Af3973 7357 7 #a7 34T FA WP V'FS
wiz 35av Atesta |ift 1514133 qsi9s 23t7 folew 1 A7 @i ATagg
=fastaa <319 374 {3 7[31 S[R3 @it TAfzs =31 tEg (ARG Anda & w
727 criandl | &1F (73 IT3Z A3 @3 A9 wAlT TR0 AFLACT cgray
@1 | 7 (F 3t @2 T% ARTT KT F43 40w T390 2431 afeg «os
1o, fS WaAta Wiggda WiF AN[IYF (T3 nEEm 3fSYLAR I3 wWiAlGA)
T LR | AL W4 FA] <% AT 979G WiF 69T AFCAL 51 AFLATI AT
«X51 28 (3 @3 AT AN TG FRIIT S AF FIALAT 1 @3B 29
(F:3 31393 (T (il A% AEP WARATT—CAZ A5 qS [0 ATAT Lq wF e
135 A[flga—f13a0F GtTa “25t:a gifaaga (wra 3 fAleacse «3 4fqar
auda agcy ate wfeq] TAZ THE 2304 (521 FIT | 4TS @natsA 43¢
fem) @qzig aud AT (AT GAFT 3 57 TN AR3Eq  Laly ww{fH
(RHE] ﬁ‘ﬂ“fﬁ—-ﬂgﬂ?iﬁ El%l 58 (Fgea f2egs a=s (%I93 7 &7 wzle
={ff N2 F1 (S0092 93 A7 853 frq Ayl 19 @31 @R (A Substan

tive motion) (313 9299 wif% «fgqa w7 ate) f1g5a Agn @ fAcatfes
tei7 (SHANTY (A ¥ (99 703 | (ABCHI (RALRAAT (AN _AT
273 (@ Afs (ol 1MifaF <t atqifig #3491 7 2t TFAN @l 7
135 #3977 93 /AT 77 gy gfafq geaq FsM (A9 FACA

fdl 3170 M9 817 1R T A7 Al gz 9w AT AT ANFI FE;
TRCUA DI b1t @R Bz grw(fae ) % FAA M W AAN

A 29Ty T 2R 5y 7 crqalcas 297 (9919 (3 CGh
e Y e Asfa @iy ALt AkATGe ST
TR TAMT A1 %3 w9y a5 A, g WAl gAAT  AAT SAEEE
Ftacd 10 3w A w2 ARLA 713, 4| =i A11E zfg7, a8 ¥4 TFl

e T ST 0T R ARty wiarg eqqag @z ZENE TAIUT ZA8

¢rLac®AM s WLORG) Atangy gy | @3 Aagq [ZSIR] At S S

AP ¥ VRESET B mae qigaq g aprg St sl 2h

ez | AT AT gy e 3a12 ®%| Simon Commission % =i

zfa (ol Qo:lmissiorn X B% Afqq Bats 23 aftl 3] recommen-
dation 3 AR NI Blte A% S imeqt ww qaa 1 ONF
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wimatea @ T 'S ©1 g1 wfs wiE[s 24) <, AFF A
prd (A3 ATAT (H{TA 998 qutw Rty | c3'ER A sRftace
s =T[4 (AT TB[AD 0A 2AIF 2ot wfqem | aifers otfa frwiz 2=
aatal | 2 & wF [ s g3 Afany sataas SiE qneAg) R
13093 7% @2 713 B4 2 fam ) 1% W wm—AR (eI — a2 %

4337 €98 fral Ras o2 @wlr Aadda =39

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: We yield to
hone in expressing our dissatisfaction of the constitution of the Upper House.
In fact this matter was discussed at the last budget session  But we can-
not on this side of the House approve of the procedure adopted by the hon.
mover. He has moved for the total refusal of the grant. It was pointed
out on the last occasion that, how-much-so-ever we may disapprove of the
Upper House there is a procedure laid down in the Government of India
Act, namely, that a motion has to be adopted in this House and His Majesty
the King Emperor has to be approached through this House. In this matter
it was pointed out also that the hands of the Ministry are also tied. So it
was decided on the last occasion for removal of this House, namely that a
motion has to be adopted in this House and His Majesty the King Emperor
has to be approached through this House. In this matter it was pointed out
also that the hands of the Ministers are tied. So it was decided on the last
occasion that some one from this House should come with a motion for the
abolition of that House. But since then, for reasons best known to the mem-
bers, no motion has been discussed. (The Hon’ble the Speaker :—A resolu-
tion was half discussed). But had the members been earnest about it, I think
a similar motion would have been tabled in this session also. In fact there is
still time for the tabling of such a motion. Unless that is done, I think it
would be improper to refuse this grant simply to express our disapproval,
With these words 1 oppose the motion.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN - CHAUDHURY :
Sir, I beg to oppose the motion, I yield to none, Sir, in saying that this Upper

ouse is unnecessary. I do not like that that House should dominate over
the procedure of this House. But is the procedure which the hon. mover
of the resolution is taking for the abolition of the Upper House the proper
one ? In the last budget session, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance Minister explain-
ed very elaborately why that House was for the time being necessary.
Sir, we passed in this House by an overwhelming majority the Local Rates
(Amendment) Bill, the Municipal (Amendment) Bill, I mean the Removal of
if?emalq Disqualification Bill. If the Upper House had been abolished, as my
\°n- friend proposes, 1 think these Bills would not have been passed into
thitr;and His Excellency the Governor would not have given his a sent to
the grang ?“5 asis proposed by the hon. mover of the motion, if we refuse
get their COP the Upper House, it will not sit, because the members will not
Sen S *penses, and will not be coming to undergo the terrible oppres-

: ¢ cold weather h i Bill in this House, that Bill
will not be r here. So, if we pass any ‘ use,
any value tpassed by the Upper House and such a measuré will not be of

& o the 1 ; ir, I think the Hon’ble Chief
Minister has aly People of the province. Sir, ink the Hon’ble

: réady explained the procedure by which this House can be
abO]lShed» I think the ho P . he Hon’bl Chief Minis-
tenin Bllow that Yocen 1. mover could ]eaw_re 1t to the Hon ' ble 1€ m}t1 ;

¢ this x Procedure in order to abolish the Upper House. If we this
day 3_‘35“? E\ 3 ‘n?“‘)]n and refuse the grant, I am afraid, there will be a dead-
lock of work in this Province. In view of these facts, Sir, I beg to oppose



326 DEMAND FOR GRANT [22xD Fes.

this motion. At the same time I should say that I am in full sympathy with

the object of the motion. It is the procedure laid down in the Government

i ich prevents.........
¢ In';l‘ll:eli{l:;x‘;\;}lllle tIiJJe SPEAKER: The Act prevents the Ministers, not
e %ciresc'non’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, my opinion on the subject of an Uppezr Chan?ber for th.c
pro.vince of Assam is well known. I made no secret of it when this
question was discussed last year. ‘The opinion which I and my colleagues
f the previous Government held and the circumstances under which this
S()J er Chamber came into existence need no repetition. But even after
thlijspl must join issuec with the hon. mover of this motion and say that
hi ,is not the proper way in which to move about the abolition of the Upper
't(]‘i'lsamber. You, Sir, have ruled that in a discussion of the:e,e cut motions
the mover will get 7 minutes, the Government Member 7 minutes and the
other members 5 minutes. When a subj.ect which, under section 308 has
be decided by no less a person than His I\!Ia_]csty the ng Emperor, it is
2 the fitness of things that the matter should be discussed in a thoroughly
1t:.n iness like way so that the name and the dignity of the province of Assam
a::csl its legislature may not be questioned or suspected. I doubt very much,
Sir. whether either the mover or I on behalf of Government can do justice
to ;hc subject in 7 minutes. The procedure hfiS l_)ee-n laid down under
section 308, and as you pointed out last year, Sir, it is not open to the
Ministry to come with a motion or resolution for the abo]mor} of the Uppc_:r
House within ten years of the inauguration of the new constitution. But it
does not prevent any private member to move” any resolution. And I
promised in that se:ssior;1 ‘thla-lf I will submit to the higher authorities the
i inion of this House.
conslﬁilel S%E, the present motion is to refuse supplies for the Upper Hﬁus};:,
One of the hon. speakers who preccdccl_ me has pointed out what wi 'IT
the cffect of this. That means that constitutionally the Upper House wi
‘exist, but on account of the refusal of supplies it would not functmn.] T_he_n'
whaé would be the position ?  All the Bills that will bc’ passed by ;tl}-.s:
House will remain un-approved by the Upper House for dwani ?- 1t§1
functioning and will remain a dead letter. Only the other bty ?}}n_i
that the members of this House, especially of the group opposite, carries
unanimously a Bill regarding the Sylhet Town Tenancy. qu, if we do not
et the vote of the Upper _House to that piece of legislation that means
;g'naking the passing of the Bill by this Legislature nugatory ; because so long
e do not get the approval of the Upper House, it remains a dead letter.
ash\_v may be said of many other Bills which may come up here. I ‘therefore
i h the hon. members of this House to consider the question very
bes.eecl whether we should move in this matter in the way suggested by the
EGronsY, er or whether we should take recourse to the appropriate machlncry
h}?nt. }?;g‘{;cen prescribed in the Constitution Act itself.  With these words
tha

I oppose the motion.

'ble the SPEAKER : The question is, * that the provision of

ngllf;ger‘ Grant 9, Major head—25. —General Administration, Minor
Rs.43, Legislative bodies, Sub-head—K.—Provincial Legislative Council
ead— ¢ page 65 of the Budget be refused, i.e., the amount of the whole
total), aR£20,97,300 do stand reduced by Rs.43,001, »

grant 0 The motion was lost,

¢
¥
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Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Mr.
Speaker, Sir. ~An identical motion stands in the name of my hon. friend
Maulavi Abdur Rahman. As he was the mover of the original motion
refusing the grant of Commissioners’ Establishment I think he should get

the preference. So I do not like to move the motion* that stands in my
name.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN :
of Rs.78,023 under Grant No.9,
tration, Minor head—R ,

I beg to move, Sir, that the provision

Major head—25.— General Adminis-

—Commissioners (total), at page 69 of the Budget

be refused, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.20,97,300 do stand
reduced by Rs.78,023.

Sir, as has been said by my hon. friend the Khan Sahib, that T was the
unfortunate person to move a similar motion during the last budget session
-:}311 this House and it has come upon me again. Sir, it is well known to the
Iotg-blgacrélb.e;rs tl}at ﬁt‘l?ey lent their full supprort to my morion which

tabl uring the last Budget Session and unfortunately, though the in-
d}cz;11on of the ngsc was sufficiently expressed in the motion by refusal
%atlllf ;Ottzlnl grant for the establishment of the Commissioners of ‘the two
of theycica:*c ?vru}:;)gntguis_%mc Up again in the present budget. In defiance
respohaTETES it‘lltcf:l‘;iu this House His Excel ency has exercised his spr cial
croachment by his Sénm}ﬁr. Sir, 1o me it appears tha}t_ it is a direct en-
T e GOVCI‘I.Imc:xtF(c‘){'C;:fd}? 1;{30:1 th.c I:lc‘lq‘h ts and privileges of thijs House
serious constitutional legal poi:?t aﬁd g:lot\}:iscfﬁolil;fl?ih?i:;“c'r ;orraiscd.
of the thin - s Y : rious legal aspects

ng were discussed. Now [ would submit to the House that th

House will stand by its own decision which it arrived at on the pr?:viou:
thie Houss, words I commend my motion to the acceptance of

motion. With these
The‘Hon’ble the SPEAXER: The motion is, that the pProvision of
Rs 78,023 under grant No.9, Major head—25.—General Administration
Mmor head—R .. -Commissioners (total), at page 69 of the Budget be rCfUSed’
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.20, 97,300 do stand reduced b};
Rs.78,023. )
Khan Bahad:r Maulavi SAY/DUR RAHMAN: Sir
again takes us buck to the last budget session. While discussing that mo-
tion In that session, the object of the motion of course was the abolition of
the two posts of Commissioners, I pointed out to the House that by
carrying this motion the object could not be achieved, because the
[S)ost§ of Commissioners_ are reserved for members of the Indjan Civil
ervice and this House has no hand in the abolition of those posts.
The ma.t,te:r ha§. since bezn discussed on the floor of this House and
:Esse}gtt:tl ble Chief Minis,tcr has n:xadc some statements. Itis clear from
ot inertl;len(t]s of the Hon’ble Chief Minister that the  atter was dis-
The bt shoeklabmet and the Government came to a decision that one of
CCcTetary of 1Slt'\t be abohsl}ed and that they are in correspondence with the
10 decision haze for Indla.. But, Sir, it is a matter ?fgr:eat regret that
on this siq ¥ yet been arrived at. _So until any dccnsmfz 1s arrived at we
and would Jij, toe ouse would not like to express our view on this matter
the Governmep ;oI neutral.  We would like to await the decision of
In this matter,

» this motion

*That the rovic 5
nistration, Min[ujt‘ol‘;::e:?ll?{ R 78,023 under Grant No.9, Major head 25.—General Admi-
t.c,, the amount of the whg]g oo DMissioners (total), at page 69 of the budget, be refused,

¢ 8rant of Rs.20,97,300 do stand reduced by Rs,78,023,
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Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, ntcl;lfenrzlari:é
which we are discussing under this cut motion is not_su(-:h ann :in Wirgi
simple one as it looks. Itisa matter where the digmt_}/u : e e T
of every member of this House, who has said on a pll:le\’lo s Becetary of
similar cut motion is concerned. Sir, it is a mattfg ulr) ere ] i‘or ey £l
State for India, for reasons well known to him, an ohvlclnu(a:I y 2 }i)] ae
the services of two European members bclongmg__ to Ff ch n mm1 wf i DETViCe
is attempting to defy the whole House and the will of the peop ef ath cgple

i The matter has not been considered in the interest o ¢ peog
v;'niﬁ.c rovince, but from the view that these two posts should j:icsmax_ré-
? ined o costs in the interests of the members of the Indian Civi cr_'vi] g
i zlmy Oh Governor has undoubtedly interfered with the rights
His Exc'el_lency tfethe members by sending to this House a supplementary
e P‘;‘;} Sy diture, which has once been refused and by suggesting
dcmat;l- e Fx Pegnditur’c can be certified in_view of his special responsi-
;?t?(t : s’f{;tﬁ ?15?3?0 consider the provision of section 78(2) under which
L 3

is right i i S It runseasithus—: &, i :
this r:tgr;l;ése::ﬁ;?fi of expenditure embodied in the annual financial state

ment shall shm:w separatel;;— Y ¥ ®

the sums required to meet other expenditure proposed to be made
the revenues of the province,
W shg]?mdisti"gmsh expenditure on revenue account from otéleé'
:penditure, and indicate the sums, if any, which are inclu le
eleptli because the Governor has directed their inclusion
:c; Ee};ng necesggry for the due discharge of any of his special
5 ibilities.” i y
I ask ther ?I%%?illzl(llliief Minister to state whether he agrees _;wth tH;?_
Excellency that the expenditure which is incurred for the establis mlilslsary
the Commissioners is an expenditure which is included as Ibemg. ni S
for the due discharge of Governors’ special responsxblhty; '1 n(]l:.' ‘E Minister
tion I should also like to draw the attention of the Hon ble ie lb e
to section 52 of the Government of India Actd \r'.'hext-"c:11 sperflal responsibilities
of t d. Section 52 reads as follows :— :
hﬁl?lc?lrlfggzrili‘scei&ﬁrﬁgs functions the Governor shall have the following
i ibiliti is to say. t;
R {f)sﬁ(ff;sﬁéﬁf{@a;flany gra::e menace to the peace or tranqulhty
b Sateprovinee fofl aI;Zgli:’S;xtlatg ?fl‘i?:?ests of minorities
ing of the :
EG)) ttil‘l]: :z.i‘?lgrli]:?;i? gand to the dependants of, PECFSOHS Wj}gl‘})l grep%‘f;g‘éa
T th ublic services of any ri
gfcnrgzinvggr?ozfth:mpby or under this Act, and the safe-
ualz-ding of their legitimate interests ; "
g ing in the sphere of executive action o € purposes
(d) the Se?uﬁmf mrgvisions of Chapter III of Part V of this Act are
évhl‘c tdct{; secure in relation to legislation ;
b CS]E?;; of the peace and good Governmer_xt of areas which
(¢) the bs;cor : ng der the provisions of this Part of this Act are declared
to be partially cxclud.cd areas ; Indi '
(f) the protection of the rights of any Indian State and the rights
ang dignity of the Ruler thereof ; and
(g) the securing of the execution of orde,rs or directions lawfully
issued to him under _PHTE,VI of this Act by the Governor-
General in his discretion. .
A cursory glance and understanding of these provisions will show tlﬁat
His Excellency the Governor is not justified to come to the conclusion that
the question of expenditure of Commisssoners’ establishment is a sphere
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i under his special responsibilities. As far as we can sce there is
ch})l ;:?ofn%i}:):sunder this s]:t:,ction ozl‘) any other under which His Excellency
can hold that he has a right to certify this item of expenditure against the
verdict of the House,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : His Excellency’s conduct should not
be criticised on the floor of the House, The hon. member will remember
that,

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir, this is a matter of a
very great constitutional importance where the rights and privileges of the
members of this House are being interferred with and if His Excellency the
Governor has chosen to act unconstitutionally we connot help refusing
it. TIrequest each and every member of the House to stand by the vote
which they had cast on this question during the last budget session, and not
to be cowed down by the suggestion that Governor will certify this item
of e;!pcng{tturc. Whether he can do so or not is a matter which can be
dc.mdcd in the law courts should it be necessary. There should not be at
this stage any difference of opinion on this question and that we should
g?o?iur duty to stand by the vote which we have once before given on this

on,

Babu_KAI\‘IINI KUMAR SEN: On a point of information, Sir. So
far as special responsibilities are involved, I think, Sir, that the Council of

inisters must have been consulted May we know what was the i
7 Z ad =)
tendered by the Hon’ble Chief Minister ?Y s

. Tl:_le Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: My
action in the matter of refusing

to put a su plementary demand ¢] arly
shows what advice I tendered. 5 ! s

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: My hon. friend M. Fakhrud-
din Ali Ahmed has quoted a little l:w and I do not differ from him in
point of law and legal matters. The position is clear. We on this side of the
House do not say that the Commissioners’ establishment should not go.
It was the decision arrived at during the last budget session of the Agsem.
bly. ButI am sorry that this occasion has been taken to table a cut mo-
tion to censure the Government.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Itis notso. Itis total refusal of an
item of expenditure.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Of course here we ar
ment, and itis a matter in which the Council of Ministers possibly
do not know how this occasion has been take
Ministry,

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: On a point of explanation, Sir.
I think the whole of m

Y speech was an appeal to each and every member of
‘ e(} ouse to stand by the vote which they gave in the last budget session as
ao ~OMmissioners’ Establishment and refuse the demand. I said nothing
'\gainst the Ministry,
Hon’b?;aa}fiie?Ml-NI KUMAR SEN: I am very glad to hear from the
this matter of SpcI::l'St]er that h_e 'h-ag also advised His Excellc_:ncy otherwise in
bilities did o Col?.l responsibilities. Sir, this question of special responsi-
December last, 14 ;ge‘ till the supplementar_y demand was _presented in
spewial Tespbmsibili 1t been g matter which is covered_by His Excellency’s
SP hedule placed be;es_ls ought to have been included in the authenticated
cl ik taas s dome]gs at the end of the last budget session. But not
only tha o oy De but three months after a supplementary demand was
presented before the House o the ground that three months’ emoluments
had to be given to the .Establ_lshment according to the Civil Service Regu-
lation.  Not till that time diq any question of special responsibility arise.

¢in agree
iste apree. -1
n to criticise the action of the
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We entirely disagree with His Excellency in this respect. This is not a matter
which is covered by his special responsibilities and I am glad to find that
the Hon’ble Ministers also are of the same view. So, I do not see any diffi-
culty for us to stand by the decision we arrived at in the last Budget
session.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Sir, the retention of the Commis-
sioners’ establishment till the 31st March 1938 and the inclusion in the new
Budget again, estimates for it, in spite of the fact that this House rcjc(:,tcd
this item of demand by an overwhelming majority involve a serious question.
It is not a question of a few thousand rupees. It is a question on which
depends the powers and privileges granted to us under the new Govern-
ment of India Act. If this House cannot reject a votable demand, the very
Act of 1935 is nullified. The demand which was refused by this House in
the last Budget session has been certified by the Governor.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Not certified.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA : Sir, the Act provides for certain reve-
nues which are charged on the revenues of the province. Over and above
this, money required for the discharge of special responsibilities by the Gov-
ernor can be certified. But excluding these, the Act has given this House
full control over the purse. The special powers arc to be exercised with
regard to items which have been made clear under the Act. The demand
of the Commissioners’ Establishment does not fall under any of them. Sir,
we have heard from the Ministry that they have referred this matter to the
Secretary of State for India and we prefer to remain neutral till we hear
the decision from the Secretary of State with regard to this matter.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: On a poiut of in-
formation, Sir. What will be the position under the Local Self-Govern-
ment Act as it stands if the posts of both the Commissioners are abolished ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The administration
will be blocked. It cannot be run.

(4 noice —Why ?)

Babu KAMINI £UMAR SEN: Cannot this section be amended ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-RQY : This section cannot
be amended because many things have to be done by the Ceommissioners,
The resolutions and all correspondence of the Board have to come to Goy-
ernment through the Commissioner, who has distinct statutory powers under

the Local Sclf-Government Act.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Can it not come through the
Deputy Commissioner ? :

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It cannot come
through the Deputy Commissioner unless the Act is amended.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: May I take that
services of these Commissioners will be necessary till the Local Sc]f-GOvcrn_
ment Act is amended ?

Mr. C. GOLDSMITH : It seems that the Act_ provides for the Com-
missioners of this province and therefore it comes within the range of the
powers of His Excellency to see that the Actis worked. So the
has, it appears, acted in the way so that the Act of 1935 may be operative.
When our Hon’ble Chief Minister has assured us that he hag communicated
to the Secretary of State I think, it is good on the part of this Assembly to
await the final decision and then take action,

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Let the House dissolve and the
Secretary of State carry on. (Laughter). ‘

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I think, the Hon’ble Chief Minister
will now reply.

Governor
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, the position which the Ministry has taken on the subject
of the retention of the establishment of the Commissioners has been discus-
sed in this House and various statements have been made by me in this con-
nection on the floor of this House during the last December Session as well
as previous days of this session. Although I am very much unwilling to
reiterate and state the same facts, I have got to make a statement as this is
a motion for total refusal of the supplies for the establishment of the two
Commissioners. The position of the Ministry is that they have been pressing
the higher authorities to remove one of the Commissioners forthwith. It has
been said that in this the Ministry has gone against the considered opinion
of the whole House as they refused the supply of both the Commissioners.
At that time, it was questioned by way of a cut motion and opportuni-
ty for discussing the subject in all its bearing was not available, Sir. T have
gone through the matter very carefully and find that there are varic’)us Acts
w hich place statutory duties upon Commissioners and, therefore, for the pre-
sent at least one of the Commissioners must remain to discharge ,those func-
tions or otherwise tbe administration of the Local Self-Government bodjes
v?ltlhbc I—?t a stand-still. We were therefore compelled in su
ot the House for the consideration of the higher authorities
nd made specific recommendation
t go and the other should be retained.
unfortunately we could not get
conveying the decision of the

mentioned many times,

As 1 have
Government of India

any reply from the
Secretary of State
rs but we were told

e fI;;ua] beginnn}g of that Session
1s ixcellency was told b :
tary of State through the Governor-General that he shou o e

Id submit 3
supplementary demand carrying the Establishment to t mit a  fresh

he end of the f
cial year. As I refused to move it, the Governor had to take recours::la?c;

send a ‘‘message” to the House. My hon. friend have mentioned that in
sccti_on 52,—the special responsibilities of a Governor—retention of the Com-
missioners’ establishment does not form part but the position of His Excel-
lency in this matter was guided by clause (g) of that section, %, he had to
obey that part of the special responsibility, viz., the execution of the orders

or directions lawfully issued to him by the Governor-General in his discre-
tion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
tion 52(1)(¢).

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ;
That is correct ; but originally the order came from the Secretary of Staté
through the Governor-General that Government should bring in another
i‘;)Pltﬁc{ct!ngntagy dexl':lland before the House for maintaining the establishment
this very c;:;l .of the ﬁnangxal year, t.e., 31st March. As 'I mentioned only
delay of theysl;: rtt ¢ morning that we have not been satisfied by this long
takes in this matt: ary of State. Therefore the position which the Ministry
salaries or the est;;}l's };‘.hat although they are convinced that at-least the
by this House, tha }:{g ment charges of one Commissioner ought to be voted
establishment of bothl?}lls“y will remain neutral as the charges include the

I personally took o Jommissioners.
month and they haye p m]:he matter with the Government of India only last
forwarded by air-mail tg t}?eas'kEd us to give a very detailed letter to be
fying on merits the abolitioy gcrg;etarg‘ of State and lrilnotht:r long letter justi-
hope that the decision of the S ne Commissioner has been submitted and

. Ecretary of State will be received before the
present financial year concludes, For the information of the House I can

I think, the message mentioned sec-
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say that with the recommendation which this Ministry has made His Excel-
lency entirely concurs that one of the Commissionership should go.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question before the Housc is—

That the provision of Rs.78,023 under Grant No. 9, Major head—25.
—General  Administration, Minor head—R.—Commissioners (total), at
page 69 of the Budget, be refused, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.20,97,300 do stand reduced by Rs.78,023.

The motion was agreed to.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The motion that stands in the name
of Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya is to be moved now.

- Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, I beg to move that the
provision of Rs. 4,35,778 under Grant No.9, Major head—25.—General
Administration, Minor head—S.—General Establishment, Sub-head—1.—
Pay of Officers, Detailed head—Extra Assistant Commissioners at page 70
of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 1,000, i.e., the amount of the whole grant
of Rs. 20,97,300 do stand reduced by Rs.1,000.

It is a token cut motion, Sir, and if T am allowed, I may reduce
Rs. 1,000 to Rs. 100. .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Last year, I gave a ruling that a ¢yt
motion intended to be a censure motion should not be tabled at a value
above Rs. 100. It must be either Rs. 100 or a sum below that. Very well,
I allow the hon. member to reduce the amount to Rs. 100,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, theobject of this cut mo-
tion is to censure the Government for retaining one Extra Assistant Com-
missioner at Shillong for 17 years. The interest of public service demands
that an officer should be transferred from a particular place after a fixed
period of time, but to our surprise, we find that one Extra Assistant Com-
missioner has been stationed here in Shillong for a long period of 17 years.

(4 voice—What is his name please ?) .

His name is Mr. David Roy. There has been a permanent settle.
ment for him here—so to say. I put a question in the last session of the
Assembly but I think up till now no action at all has been taken although
I drew the attention of Government to that matter. This particular gentle-
man is a native of this district. If I remember correctly, there is a rule that
Government officers should not generally be allowed .to serve in .thelr_ own
district or subdivision. This gentleman having a long residence in Shillon
in expected to pick up,acquaintances and develop strong likes and dislikes
and, as such, in the interest of public service he should have been transfer-
red long ago. Moreover, Sir, he is a Khasi gentleman acquainted with
many people of the place, and if my information is correct, he meddles
with things outside the sphere of his service. So, I like to draw the pointedq
attention of Government to the fact and criticise their action in Rnot
transferring him from this place. With these words I commend the motigp
to the acceptance of the House.

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: The motion before the Ho

. use ig
the provision of Rs. 4,35,778 under Grant No. 9, Major head—25, enil::}:
Administration, Minor head—S.—General Establishment, Sub-head-...l ek

Pay of Officers, Detailed head—Extra Assistant Commissioners at page 70
of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, i.e., the amount of the whole ag t of
Rs. 20,97,300 do stand reduced by Rs. 100. Etanto

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALJI;
got up Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee hummed loud]
in the House.) '

(As soon ag the meinbcr
y and there was laughter
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I think I have caught the eyes of my hon. friend Mr. Baidyanath
Mookerjee before that of the Hon’ble Speaker. He is more concerned with
me than the Hon’ble Speaker himself.

To come to the motion, Sir, it has been tabled on the retention of an
Extra Assistant Commissioner for about 17 years in his native place. Here
I have got to tell you, Sir, that I have found a Deputy Inspector of Schoolg'
in one place for about 22 years, Questions were asked in the Council and
memorials were sent to Government for his transfer but the answer was that
administrative reasons demanded his retention in that particular place. It
was not his own district but because he was conversant with the language of
the place he could do his duties very satisfactorily. I find here ir% this
motion the hon. mover objects to the Extra Assistant Commissioner bei
a native of the district. This point has bheen regarded by him to b IE‘
disqualification. T don’t think he can give any other argument in s S ort
pf his motion except that the officer himself is a native ofbthe district upﬁ“ort
18 a native of the district, itis all the more a reason that he gy h e
retained in the place because he knows the district more than ap bgdt s

(4 woice from the Congress group—Here you are.) e sole

With these words I oppose the motion.

i Mflnlavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, so faras I kno
maintain a  subsidiary rule for regulating the transfers W’d Gove?nmcnt
Gove_rnn}ent officers, and to my knowledge no GOVEl‘nan g of
remain in one place for more than 3 years. So b ment officer can
Government should give preference to this man ’and ri?; i 0 wh
about 17 years. Of course, my hon. friend Maulavi Muhammag At

has argued that for special reasons this i i i
: t man is being mainga;
his transfer is overdue. Ifthe Hon’ble Minister in tned here, But

the subsidiary rule meant for regulating the transfers aCharge assures us thae
ment officers will be exercised in the c
mover of the motion can have no reason to press for it.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD
Mr. Speaker, Sir, this particular officer—Mr. David Roy—
started his life as a Sub-Deputy Collector. It is quite trueih 'S @ Khagj and
17 years of his service in the Khasi Hills. Up till 1033 hs 20 1€ has speng
Sub-Deputy Collector. Every one knows that the s bl SCIving ag 5
Sub-Deputy Collector is among the cultivators, and the |
language and customs of the cultivators is essentially necegg nowledge of the
factory discharge of the duties of 2 Sub-Deputy Collectq ary for the satig-
no wonder that for about 13 years Mr. Dayvid Roy Servedri'n th TLome, it iy
€ Was PI‘OInotoac(l3 i . Hﬂls

GOVern.

SAADULL, ,

district as a Sub-Deputy Collector. When

intimate knowledge of the localities was re uisiti
1 LI tione
dispute between the districts of Khas; an(r.li Jaintiad}ficfl o e

: . S and cundary
has lﬁ:r engaging the attention of the Government, Sylhet, Which
Lo ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Was not My, Stewar .

o g ? Wart brought for
vy e Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUH 7
s+ 1311: hxatgrﬁnll(ber please allow me to finish ? AMMAD SAADULLA’
2 CHANDA : I may foreet ; '
This ofcci®™Ple Maulavi Saiyid Sir MURGLAC,RoRE { Laughter)
culir bra O?:Sh;lstlémmg lys leisure months in the dischar. SAADULLA;
uty, viz,, doing the boundary work R

he was performing dut hat partj.
an hon. member of th;jq H <
ordered that he should  p,

all other work, so that

. . s Whi O = ¥
of a Magxst-rate n Shillng_hllgval'f Otlhe.r times
Ouse _brought this matter to my not; gnI ast year
e detailed for this boundary ceiabdonce

work reliey;
% 300n as he had finished his bgu;?[l;f.;:mfm%f H;hcf
ind , the

T o
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question of his transfer may be considered. And since then heis solely
devoted to this boundary dispute work.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Solely?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes. It has come to my knowledge that this officer has 18 months more to
serve before he retires. ;

My hon. friend the Deputy Leader of the Congress Party is generally
very well informed, but he has just made a little slip in bringing Mr. Ste-
wart’s name in this connection. Yes, Mr. Stewart has been brought to
Shillong with the purpose of settling a boundary dispute, not between the
districts of Sylhet and the Khasi and Jaintia Hills but for demarcating the
boundaries between the Government and the Siems’ territories. The special
duty for which Mr. Stewart has been brought has got absolutely no connec-

tion between the boundary dispute between Sylhet and the Khasi and
Jaintia Hills, and the two subjects are widely different.

Sir, after what I have said I suppose my hon. friend will find that the
retention of this officer is coming to a close both on the ground that
Government has taken a note of the fact of his long retention in his home
district and on the ground of superannuation, and I hope the hon. member
will withdraw his motion. 2 . ) )

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: On a point of information, Sir. I
have just now gathered from the Hon’ble Chief Minister that Sub-Deputy
Collectors’ knowledge of the language, manners and customs of the cultiva-
tors is essential for their work. If that is the position may I be enlightened
if it is with the same purpose that a Sub-eputy Collector from Sylhet has
been transferred to Jorhat ? I do not question the question of administra-
tive convenience, but whether the statement that a knowledge of the langu-
age, manners and customs of the people is taken into consideration is in
keeping with the position that we find ourselves in ?

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Before the Hon’ble Chief
Minister replies may I enquire ? (Laughter.) |

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : The

Sub-Deputy Collector in question has passed the Departmental Examina-
tion and knows the language.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA Is that particular Officer
meant exclusively for boundary work ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SADULLA : Yes,
Sir, just now.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Since when, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADALLA: 1
do not remember exactly the date, but as soon as this matter was brought
to my notice, I think in the September session, I passed orders.

Bezbu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : When will that duty be
finished ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

: j I
am not in a position to say, but it may be finished in another three
months.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Will the Hon’ble Chief Minjseer
consider the question of transferring him ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD g AADULLA : I
have already mentioned that. '

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Then I beg leave of the House
to withdraw my motion.

The motion was, with the leave of the House, withdrawn,
y : . _ h
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Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs. 34,000 under Grant No.9, Major head—25.—
General Administration, Minor head—S.—General Establishment, Sub-head
—3.—Allowances, Honoraia, etc., Detailed head—Travelling allowances of
officers, at page 70 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 2, i.e.,, the amount of
the whole grant of Rs. 20, 97,300 do stand reduced by Rs. 2.

. (To criticise the policy of Government in so far as it relates to travel-
ling of officers and their tourinz allowances.)

Sir, these tours of the District and Subdivisional Officers were intended
for the purpose of visiting villagers and to hear the grievances of the
wllagers:, but I am sure that all the hon. members of this House will
agree with me when Isay that this purpose is not really served by th
tours. When these officers go out on tour they generally go to Somi 1 e
where they become the guests of some influential and rich men and‘p a}::cs
act on the advice of these men, and the prayers and cryine ;w_ed ;‘ 2
really needy villagers are neglected. Let me give only one excz’lrn 1 : Osthc
pose there is a village where poor and illiterate  pewsons live ang th i
113 badly n need of drinking water. The touring officer p S loge
alr?c;i lc;g gg:lllaget.helf he goes to that locality, he stops at so

o guest of a rich and influential man, and
him about the needs of the surrounding villages, and accopgs
advice grants a tube—_well for the village recommended by hi Olrdmg to his
the people of that village may be less needy than the peoplcs 1;-)“
village where drinking water is badly wanted. With this object ? the other
this motion to draw the pointed attention of the Governme:i]t to have tableq
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, thisis a very inn this Mattep,
and it has been raised in order to criticise tt ccent

> the manner ; . Motion
Government Officers usually draw their travelling allowanceg 1 which the
last August Session of the Assembly, I put a number of gpue

: Questions 2, the
reply to my questions it was said that the matter will be duly 0S and ;
During this session also, in connection with a particular ¢ co
have put questions and the replies have not yet been given,

Sir, generally we find that the officials, in order to drayy 17
of travelling allowance, travel by motor cars instead of by trage amounpt
generally cover short distances. Suppose an officer is to come f; L which
to Habiganj, if he travels by train he will get less amgyy, Tom Silchay
allowance than if he travels by car from Silchar to Habigan‘ tl‘a\rclling
thought that the Hon’ble Ministers would look into the matt J: s Sir,
officers may not be allowed to draw unnecessarily larger am:I S0 that th,
ling allowance. The bad effect of such practice are tWO_f;I&tS of traye].
thing, while they travel by car they donot go to the interje, .. 1OC one
roads are not available and so the officers cannot have ap ide ¥ 3 suitable
of the rural areas. At the same time the provincial b ua OF opinion
saved if they travel by the shorter route. e

Would pe
Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MUHAMMAD CHAUD

;’:S:ir::;lrmlg by officers has contineud for a number of years, 1, e '}ﬂhls System
be set b g:;ggestcd that an appzal may be made and rather an ex:s * Budget

setting Zn e;aPOPFIar Ministers by their going into the interior anrgple ma
e inspiratirgp € 1o our officers who draw travelling auOWanceS thereby

Visits to headquarts oy (B district officers to do the same ang po:' . That wi
b censu:‘l Tter places alone. But that object is not orie tg blrmt their
yas. +¢ motion, yoy cannot do anything that way, Th € achieved
tiidois o str Up the' Spirit of service if it is working i E}‘:n_.ly thing
Otherveue it i 'mpossible even for Government, much less ft €Ir minds,
else, to look after this thing, If our popular Ministers go to the ?]:t;!l}’body
10r and

Nsidereq
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Jook after the conditions then we can except that people serving under them
also'would feel and realise that their duty does not end only by visiting
the mufussal headquarters and dining with their subordidates or with having
attendance from their subordinates. So I would ask the hon. mover
that by critising the Government we cannot probably bring about any
change in the mentalily of the officers. The only thing we can ask the
Hon’ble Minister to do is to regulate their conduct in such a way as’to
set an example to those persons who are serving as public officers, 5
Khan Bahadur Maulavi MUFIZUR RAHMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
hon. mover of the motion comes from Sunamganj. I spent about nine years
in that subdivision in various capacities and so far as I know no officer was
cver a-guest of any one. I do not know if things have changed now. I also
spent eighteen years in the Brahmaputra Valley and my experience is that
always we the touring officers lived in tents or the Inspection Bun

: galow,
But I do not think —we were ever staying as guests of ‘anybody. Of
course, there are places where there is no Inspection Bungalow and our

officers had to live in Lower Primary School premises or temporary sheds, If

recently there has been any change brought about, of course, the Hon’ble
Chief Minister may issue an order that thfay should not he the guests of
others in this way or go into obligation with anyone. So far as I know, no
officer. has ever remained a guest of anyone and so I oppose this motion.

Srijut SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA: 7[435 asta4, ving fygs|
- %A% Travelling Allowance fif cst2® A7+ $(432a 34| fagy 1ty 1 2
(IRIBA 431 77 foql TAw(3 231 [os Afa ARaTs qfaga oo @
TiFd Sfwgiy faais Travelling Allowance draw 373 43 sides el T'e
B3| Aa1g =fs wde fam w130g, oA @ A1 S Brrgag TR,
afS AnAs SAF qiga q@ WA GHARNB FeA A% | cwrars iz
e femsiseacs cotcsaem R wifzaes | (SdsE A3 Ryfye L TE—
Tt fuanta, catazts, citaras @gfs 218 TS AT fos %N
Ffara csirs dEfaars 318 wiea 4 P (S0TS ARR NS T3 Clia{9os
Afalats, o3 tstits sis ¢’ ata Al BTIS IS wfe TRy fas IBIRg

24 AR AW A | wifd a3 st el 0 cseis CUIS -
3 Circuit Houses 21f% wima ©ro3 a1gs3 @i qal FRca =1{F Sub-

divisional Officer § 1% 517 417 ofz @rfzra | _
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHOUDHURY;
AT 781 L2fpa 7g7 ?

 Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : 10o171 79071 2K Fezatq 5y ]
AFice AT fiaq 9fq afsal faca Aiffe s 7 @ Mfeqs 34 Y%
# | ;

Srijut SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA: A[19 4@ wppuge &

AP (ST ML qtdre oI AT Bogaa e 3

i\
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R s DIBAGHA B 493 FAMBAR? Az SiRAT BAwI
at® coitarersy FEIRAAB, H1reMte, [ArtaI caitsta qF=rai @ o4ga sfaca

sia faal 433 FRAEACGR 7 43 4IAT (FARIY 133 WF AFCAZ AZI—TIFT
wfpgld AFATF  (FAlsi'g—a3(q 417  Travelling Allowance draw 3:3
fFs (AfoqFT wita Reag g =1 a1 1 7% #1309 73 93 gy Aada
Il |

The Hon’bie Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am ratherin a difficulty in dealing with this.cut motion
moved by my hon. friend Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy_. From his speech I
gathered that he wanted the Government officers to visit the villages. But
the only objection he had was that these officers generally b@came the guests
of influential people and distributed their patronage irrespective of the deserts
of the recipients and that the really needy villagers dxd_not get any benefit
from those visits. FHis principal Supp01't$1.’ Manlaw Alngio, enent
who is again absent now (loud laughter) had _ 2 different grievance.
I am_sorry I have to make these remarks in his absence,  bus
some of his friends will supply the information to him or he \‘VI"H read
it later on from the printed proceedings. His idea was that the Government
was not checking the route taken by Government officers and allowed the
officers to travel by motor from Silchar to Habiganj, thus cnabling them {
draw a bigger amount in travelling allowance, whereas if they h4d ey

ray route by rail most probably the expenditure to the Stat the
ordm%ry very much less. Lastly my hon. friend Srijut Sankar é-’hwould
have ecnntiorged that Government officers, notably my Hon’ble Coilandm
?}?;'u Rac?eime Minister in his recent tour to Jorhat, did not o T4 Se:agtﬁz
ﬂood-z!.ﬂ"ecciegi 11::;);;: )m the interior. (Srijut Debesar Sarma: GOlaghat,
n . .
Jorhal'té;n reply to the charge made by the] hon. move}r of this motion in gpe

tence. Only the other day the new rules promulgated py | the G e
Minis s regards the conduct of Government servants yag Fetadah
Ministry a Bgut in these rules the Government have inserteq a clea in
this House. tto speak of Government servants becoming the guests of wuixle
e, n‘]) in thg localities under their jurisdiction, they are Prevented ee :
:g.il;kg :Joari‘t?cls in their honour. So they ought to satisfy the hon. ven

mOVCr of
his motion, ’ :
; As regards the complaint of Maul:t{la L, by Rahmap, 1 o, say
' f subsidiary rules on the previous motiop wherej 1
al%l(.)ggh ae ?gogidodot form a part of the discussion, we have oot e;eltn the
subsidiary rules <1 E . ot onl
the subsidiary rules and financia] rul aly
fiiz fpdemental bat 21:&11‘5 by Government officers, and if ay ,ei ¢ Fegulatin
the routes followed o e o Il ¥ them (g
not follow the particular routes prescrited they will not be pajq. N
case thev try to evade these rules, there is also the Comptroller=3 Office ny
check their bills and get a refund. ) . fo
As regards the particular case mentioned by my frieng Srijut S, K
Chandra Barua I am told by my Hon’ble Colleague that his last it o
for a particular and definite purpose, namely to see  whether any ‘G1 i
ment building is available for the purpose of starting a Judge’s Cou overn-
which the High Court at Calcutta js insisting on, and he mentions rt there
he stopped there only for one night and one day and could pq; 3 e A
time to go into the interior. From what 1 know of his tour ; o any

Darrang and Nowgong, he did go into the interior ; ‘0 Kamrup,

;and in  his pegy
am perfectly sure, not only my Hon'ble Colleague, byt arlllﬂih etg;g;
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Government officers, will remember that their first'duty when they “go out
isto look into the conditions and the grievances of the people who have
sent us up hecre. 3 . = - "
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a pointof iriformation, Sir.
What was the amount drawn on that occasion by-the Hon’ble Minister when
he went to see whether a Government building -for the Judge's Court was
available or not ?
aﬂ%‘hz Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
am afraid I have not got those figures wit.h me now, nor is this question time.
If my hon. friend wants those figures I will be only too glad to supply them,

Mr. BATIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: We thought that when the
Hon’ble Minister went there he had many things to do. Now we under-
stand that he went only to see whether there was any Government building

ilable. ; :

ZWa1!1‘8.11%5::}1rm’ble ‘Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Also to
R A SV AKATH MOOKERJEE: But that was “Hot “&il by the
Hon’ole Chiet Minister. ‘ . ) :

The Cl-;lon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ; My
hon. friend Mr. Mookerjee has no reason to suppose that, when a Minister
goes out on tour he has got enough leisure to visit every village. Each sub-
division or district is a very big unit. In the district of Sibsagar there are
three subdivisions, Golaghat, Jorhat and Sibsagar. It is very nearly 3,600
square miles in area. If any Hon’ble Minister _whllc? going out on tour is
expected to visit even half the number of villages in that particu-
lar district or subdivision, he will have to spend half his time in
the districts and not in the headquarters. But I can assure my 'hon.
friend Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua that the suggestion that h? has ‘made
will be remembered. As a matter of fact, before the interruption from a
particular quarter, I was going to mention that the last time T met .Srij'ut
Ramnath Das I promised that I would go along with him and visit the
bunds that have been breached by the Bhogdoi a few miles off Jorhar.
Sir: AU

lmllST;z;thﬁgESWAR SARMAH: On a point of information_, Sir. How
‘Was it that the same kind of promise “;as refused on the last occasion? ‘Why
should I be deprived of that pleasure ol oy Gila

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA; |
think my hon. friend is an old-stager and he must have noticed'the calami-
ties which these flood-affected people are suffering from. 'But when I fing
that that particular group has got a new recruit in the person of Sttt
Ramnath Das and when he has taken up the cause of the poor .People with
all the vengeance and enthusiasm of a new recruit, I thought of helping hiy,
and ggijrﬁz 3%I§Ié)§w AR SARMAH: Before we finish with this item, g;. i
would like to make one request to the Il-Ion ple Clllclr?f MmlSter". ithin ril
constituency and in Golaghat there is aharge a(.ir'egi own as Majuylj. Uhles}s’
one goes there, it is difficult to gather the condition obtaining there, Qnpe

is strained to believe that it forms a part Olf;.f;'he British Empire, Even though
it is only some ten or fifteen miles from Jorhat, a letter from the lattér place
reaches there only on the fourth day. We only ascribe the T€ason for'that ‘to
be that there are no tea gardens there. | :
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA': "Iy it

a speech, Sir ?
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Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Unless I make the thing clear you
will not appreciate it. Now, Sir, I would like the. QOVCFHmCﬂt to impress
upon the Deputy Commissioner, Jorhat that Majuli may not be left to the
mercy of the Tahsildar because there are no good communications there.
There is a thoroughfare from Jorhat to North Lakhimpur and itisa motor-
able road. From that......... .. ... .

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: I can assure the hon. member that this
matter engaged our attention in the Line Committee. '

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Oh, Sir, I was forgetting that hon.
Mr. Hockenhull was of late falling in love with a particular committee and
a particular community,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
The prayer of my hon. friend was granted before it was broached. It was
on the receipt of a representation from a certain Miri Association I
promised my hon. friend Srijut Karka Dalay Miri that when T visit the
Sibsagar district T will make it a special point to meet him and take him
with me to Majuli. I do not like to disturb my hon. friend, because I do
not like that he should be deprived of the court cases. If my hon. friend
would not object to” that, I would be only too pleased to take him along
with me and T request him to give me a list of the requirements of that
island Majuli.

I was going 'to mention that under the Exccutive Manual certain
officers, uiz., the district officers and. subdivisional officers are bound to snend
120 days in muffassil and so long as these rules remain they have got to
travel within their jurisdiction and the question of travelling ‘must remain.
At the time when this motion was tabled, I thought. that my hon. friend
would mention that the travelling allowance which was granted to our
officers;was high. But I find that he has not mentioned it. I may be per-
mitted to say that the last Retrenchment Committee which was presided over
by me made a substantial reduction in the travelling and halting
allowances of our officers and this has produced a saving of more than 3
lakhs of rupees on that particular head.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: = Sir, may I
speak a few words in way of personal explanation ? I did not take tea
in Sibsagar alone. My hon. friend Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi also took
tea with.me (loud laughter).

As regards interviewing big people in Sibsagar, I only went to see
Srijut Jadab Prasad Chaliha who is a member of the Congress party and
in Jorhat I only saw my hon, friends Khan Bahadur Keramat Alj, Rai
Bahadur Haremba Prasad Barua and my friend Srijut Debeswar Sarmah,” I
went to see these gentlemen not because that they are Dangar people but
because they are representatives of the people. At Jorhat my hon. friend

?l:grl;;t Debeswar Sarmah was also invited to the tea but he failed to attend
“Rarty.

Rs,34 oh§0H°n’ble the SPEAKER: The question is that the provision of
Minor. he;gndg" grant No.9, Major head—25.—General Administration,
noraria, ete MD_,‘.,enqral Establishment, Sub-head—3.—Allowances, Ho-
of thesdoa dg.c,:t betaﬂed‘ head'—-T'ra.veljlin’g allowances of officers, at page 70
of Rs.20,97.300 reduced by Rs.2. ie. the amount of the whole grant

“Baba KARUN A reduced by Rs.2
the Hon’ble Chief MHSIEEQHU ROY: In view of the assurance given by

motion. I beg leave of the House to withdraw my

The motion: was, wigh, the leave of the House, withdrawn.
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Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : Before I move my motion, may I beg
your permission, Sir, to make certain changes in my motion ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What are the changes ?

i : f the words ¢be refused” 1
Srijut MAHADEYV SARMA : In place o v
want :;Jl;ubstitute the words “be reduced by Rs.420.’

The H;m’ble the SPEAKER : Then it would be an economic cut.

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : Yes, Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well I allow this.

ij ADEV SARMA : Sir, I beg to move that the provision
of ]E?:Iilgl E&Mﬁder Grant No.9, Major head—25.—General Adminis-
tration, Minor head—U.—Other establishments, Sub-head—(d)—Staging-
Bungal:)w Establishment (total), at page 73 of the Budget, be reduced
by Rs.420, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.20,97,300 do stand

reduced by Rs.420.

78 €% GIBIIq qIAT @2 AT dSeave 3317 fowas qndta 820y
T #2137 AT IR I ABA FAN) @@ srey B
River Stezm Navigation Company?® contribution F#t% fawi 231 atrwds
21 917 (3 @z 551 floating Dak-Banglow 3%] =fyaq 31379 River Steam
Navigation Company® subsidy fasiza g2 =91 za, 33 Finance
Department § Secretary Az1<13 231 33t @iz 3’5 3's floating Dak-
Bunglows @it (% (51 @igasta fd wifm =tfaeg @ acars g9 floating
Dak-Bunglow §at @®#3 THIU@S ®i7g | @bl Gomirighats wF SrHy
Behalighats | %% fqtqsa! Fiql @AM 21N Road Communicatioy
¢St B s L3ty cotA Wazl® @& floating Dak-Banglow 31f43q CFiTa
AWET AT | @3 8oy CTA[S [ASIY F7 Bat stae eltaram g Afs
fes1ea % @2 bara wgfer and AR IR w1 36wy Road
Communication $3= #{q1$ @€ floating Dak-Banglow fRats RIECIET L
@i Az =W AeS awEA 7w wifew,  wfen steamery Afeey
N FsI—(Fqq pAFIF) (377 ATAA A%F WA A It W1 (I
wiw gl Alfga wig TS IS ANIF GG N Ayes fag forar sga
518¢a1 13ta i tzfate (sfedl 2ar5] floating Dak-Banglowy HiAtea wifgy
feg @fgsifaq fraw aragal floating Dak-Banglowg (A gt ate
(MM faw3 wfomors 431 78 7 <7 Gomirighat 3 spgy gigg s S
Public Works Department fa®{513 Inspection Bunglow [T Oide Wit

g &N «@F o AT Y@ (ATA road | steamer BN wiRm AL
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wifeqea cAIE =w3f34t [P ; wtrgs 43 floating Dak-Banglowy f&
erytg 7 afeate (3 (¥ Banglow 3uf 2ers (7851 8 Luxury 34 stedy |
Behali floating Dak-Banglow figtae ¢1% »4t | @t2{@ %133 =ai Behal
Public Works Department Inspection Banglow 23 219 at3#3 cafy [y
% fafire fts) floating  Dak-Banglowd (F1cal @(caisa 1R | =reatga are
TIE 9% FF A(IGI #fIq Aty g 7% R IR R I 73
% 8o\ AMMHT IAILA ABIT BT |

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the provision
of Rs.16,588 under Grant No. 9, Major head—25.—General Adminj-
stration, Minor head—U.—OQther Establishments, Sub-hca.d—-_(d) Stagin,
Bungalow Establishment (total), at page 73 of the Budget, be reduced bg

S. 420, i.c., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.20,97,300 4, stang
reduced by Rs. 420.
Mr. W. R. FAULL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as this cut motio
against the sub-heading  Contribution to the River Steam Navigatio
ompany for maintenance of floating Dak Bungalows’, T may be expect 3
to make a statement and I would like to explain that this is mainly 5 mat:
for the Government. The floating Dak Bungalows are lookeg after ':r
thc crews of the Steamer Companies’ own vessels as this is the least o= A
Sive method of upkeep, and the contribution is against the wages f?cn-
crews who do the work. of the

Now, if it is decided that these floating Dak Bungalows are net nec
they may be withdrawn and the payment to the Steamer GOmpanicssar_y,
automatically cease. : s wil]

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAAD
It is true that these floating inspection bungalows were necessitateq vl q
the road communication and other methods of transport were difficy] cn
Assam. Government has withdrawn many of the floating Dak Bunga) tin
and now as my hon. friend has mentioned, only two have beap left Eg ows,
Behali and the other at Gomirighat. e at

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : And also at Rowmari Ghat,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD § A ADUY,
My hon. friend Mr. Jobang D. Marak informs me that there i anoth LA :
at Rowmari Ghat. Unfortunately for me, I have not been aljl er one
any of these localities up till now. But if, as asserted by the hoe to visit
of the motion, there is an Inspection Bungalow within three mi?' mover
floating Bungalow at Gomirighat connected by a good gravcll;si B e
I will look into the question. And if itis 30, T will surely il road,
grant to the Stcamer Companies and ask the Department g Clraw the

iopection Bungalows.  If with this assurance my hon. friend i kio:; the

% way to withdraw his motion, I need not detain the Houge any fur?h ly see
Houssruut MAHADERB SARMA : On this assurance, I beg o ocfr.th

5 my motion, e

leave cﬁ”et}ﬂol?lol:};ttl;e $PEMEB= I_think the,on,
he motion waq Wwithdraw his motion. !

Srijut MAHT ) With the Jeave of the Housc,s _ withdrawy_
sion of Rs. 30,500 NDRA BORA: I beg, Sir to moy

? 1OVe that the :
stration, Minor h:f(ff_%rant No. 9, Major head—25.—Gepep. s Provi-

% 1 Admin;
: Discretionary grants by the Ini=
Province (total), at page 73 of the Budget, be reduced by lecfgs '.‘:f :}}:e
3 %% *y e

N is raised

VOV has got the
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100

-whole grant of Rs. 20,97,300 do stand reduced by Rs. >

amo%%)ogz;giise' thcgpolicy of Government in the matter of disposal of the
di i A ts. .

Ismggi?ria}?;vg; ?::r:-ou)ght this motion not with a view to mean atg déiﬂg?!)tﬂ.}?:

or discourtesy to the Heads of the province. I realise that the Hea Faes,
province must have some amount at theic disposal; but we- as rg:prescn S
of the people are concerned more with the nature and the tI:ﬂ_a.n 8 ot
disposal of the grants. Sir, we find that the Budget proposals conszéloq it oti.:
Rs. 10,000 as discretionary grant of His Excellency and Rs. 12,560 ccl> e
Hon’ble Ministers and Rs. 8,000 to the Commissioners for ccononll;c cvc;
lopment of rural areas. Now, Sir, we the: members c_>f this Hou;c. aw;t n::)s
been taken into confidence as to the nature of dlsposa.l. of.. t ._csct glr n j
Some are of opinion that these grants have not been discrimina cly an
wisely spcnt and are not distributs:d amongst the pcop}c of the n:}:a areas
if they are Congress minded. Again thqre: are also w_vhl.spcrs c;:hla.t1 <l:: ogxi)aants
under the disposal of the Hon’ble Ministers are distribute h(_)n éhamb :c
continued support for their policy both 1r}sxdc and .opt_s;dc ht is R 1;-
Therefore, I submit that this House is entitled to criticise ft e :au;,1 P :,
Heads of ;’)rovince in this matter and we want an assurance roIrflI the ; }r]u:
that a statement of accounts should be placed before _thgb ogs_c so that
incmbcrs of the Assembly may know how the amount is distributed. ,

With thesc words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of the

House. y ) o

‘ble the SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the provision of
Rs,%fsgﬂl?ngir té‘mrslt No. 9, Major head—25.—General Admmlstralt_xon,
Minor head—V.—Discretionary grants by thq Heads of Province (total), at
page 73 of the Budget be erUSCd ct;y Rés.blo% s.i.éothc amount of the whole

rant of Rs. 20,97,300 do stand reduced Dy Ixs. :

O The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, T am very thankful to my friend for raising this discussion for 3 erla-.s
secking an opportunity to place a certain matter before this House, a.r:l ] }t) is
cut motion gives me a chance. My hon. friend just now mentioned that,
30 far as the Ministers are concerned, there was a suspicion, ol;‘ rumour, f(‘);
e
L= asi t both inside and o .
mzst %25}?;‘3?; i?%hiugpriirt which I mentioned in answer to a qucstl‘on and
which I madeé to one student Maulavi Sharafuddin Md. Chaudhuri, M.sc.,
in London. That particular student happened to be the b'rothcr of our
friend Maulavi Ashrafuddin Md. Chaudhuri, a mcmbc_r of this House. I
think my friend is referring to that particular grant wh_mh_ I made.

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: No, Sir, T did not refer to that
8r0u¥111-a Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I am glad to hear that ; but in that case there was absolutely no reason to,

“whisper that the Ministers are utilising this money for the purpose of gettin
the support inside and outside the House. I have great pleasure in mentjop.
ing to the House that that particular student h1.n LoIndon has been . honest
enough to refuse the grant that I made to lmia' I a very pathetic lettey
he informed me that as neither the Ministry HUTI 1S own people could send
timely help to him in London he ‘l;vasc compelled Lo give up his regular
College and take scrvice in the Hig Om(;nlssmncr s Office and he is now
attending a night College as a prlva'iff :}.t,u gﬂt- W}}cu Iilc applied for the
grant he was a regular student of the London University but as now he
has ceased to be a regular student he has honestly refused to tak

1 Ih ¢ that'grant.
In this connection I may mention that I have proposed to grant a sum of
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Rs. 300:towards the passage of one Hindu Student from Maulvibazar Sub-
division to America. I'do not exactly remember his full name.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: There is no question of ‘refer-
ring to'the community.

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyld Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Ithink his full name is Deben Kumar Home. If there is'any of his relative
inside the House, I think, he may be able to support me. So far ds I'am
concerned I have made it a point to utilise this sum in helping people of
all castes and creed. (Hear ! hear !) T also clearly find from the list which
I.haye got just now with me that this discretionary grant has been
distributed by my Hon’ble Colleagues in the same spirit. These grants
have beep mz_idc by us for rural upliftment work and for helping students
who are in difficulty in paying their examination fees. A grant has also been
made even for the purpose of Exhibition in connection with Rural uplift-
ment work. T alsg find, Sir, that iny Hon’ble Colleague the Minister of
Revenue has ‘made grants towards the re=habilitation of many Tols in
Kamrup and Nowgong districts. (.1 voice :—1In which place Sir?) ‘In
Nowgong district a sum of Rs, 100 has been granted for Hatichong Sanji-
boni Tol. Similarly I find another grant has been made in Kamrup
lig);l;lslga;omplctmn ofa Tolin the south bank of the Brahmaputra near

. Mr.BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE :
inhis own constituency,

The Homn’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
grant has been made in my own consti‘uency.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
Another grant of Rs.100 has also

_ . been ‘made to a student to study 'in ‘the
higher :I‘CCth?.l Institute in Japan. A Muhammadan boy of the Muslim
Um_versxty_ of Aligarh has also been given a sum to enable him tosit'for the
Indian Civil Service Examination. In this way, Sir, this money has been
utilised by the Hon’ble Ministers,
Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMAH: Is that the whole catalo
The Hon’ble
No, Sir. I have go

All the grants have been made

Only one

ue ?
Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUELA:
I ; t a very long catalogue. If my hon. friend wants me'to
::lc:intmue, it may not be finished before half past four. 1 can only ‘say that
M.s money which!is kno.Wn as the discretionary grant is spent by'the Hon’ble
misters after due consideration, 1In my own case and also in ‘the case of
my Hon’ble quleagues I find that not a pie has been spent in any undesery-
ﬁg_ cases or in a way which is open to suspicion or doubt. ‘When the
m:ir:st?rs Visit any Instltu_tion, they generally grant something o that'Insti-
e hr; nql;_ g.w:cr;gLuomﬁ: relief to it if it is not in good financial condition. If
i enen S 1n this House want, then 1 am prepared ‘to follow the old
Ao And in each budget session a list of the discretionary ‘grants that

been - :
table, | ™ade by the Hon’ble ‘Ministers will be placed on the library

'Sri'ut.
to say tﬂat aGIgfIN]ATH BARDOLOI: Does the Hon’ble Minister ‘mean
dlSt'I‘f;theﬂ 3. WUl be placed after the money is distributed or before it is
. € Hon’ble pp,, . big
list will be placec? .;]:]I Tﬁla‘}’i Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD "SAADULLA; A
the hon. memberg a‘greeel.l‘_brary table after the money is distributed. Tf

Mr. BAIDYARN » Cando that.

(A voice :—-S;ﬁ:ﬁ}n MOOKERJEE: That isalso ‘good, "Sir,

' N8 is better than nothing.) '
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Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA ; I submit, Sir, that a list of grants

;I]iladc tI):;y the Commissioners and other Officers should also be placed on
e table.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
There are only two other officers who have got discretionary grant—one is
the Commissioner and the other is His Excellency the Governor. As we can-
not question the allotment made by His Excellency, we cannot place any list
of grants made by him. . "

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I think a list can be placed as the
amount is a votable one.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Of
course, the amount is a votable one but we cannot question the action of His
Excellency. -

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: We are entitled to know how the
amount is distributed because the amount is a votable one.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
can say, of course, subject to correction that the action of His Excellency
cannot be questioned in this House. J .

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Wedo not want to question his
action. We want it only for the sake of information.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
it is wanted for information only and if the hon. members will give me an
assurance that the payments made out of the funds are not criticised in this

ouse, then I will request His Excellency to place a list in this House.

. Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: I respectfully beg to submit that

18 is a votable grant and I think we can at any rate make suggestions.

€ have every right to speak about the distribution of the grant.

] The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
still _Maintain that it is not within the jurisdiction of this House
to criticise the action of His Excellency.

. Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : We shall form an impression about
His Excellency's discretion.

I Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : May
know whether only Rs.500 is awarded ?
.The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: In
mz time previously I gave many grants from my discretionary allotment.
Uppose my hon. friend from Barpeta knows that I granted Rs.1,000 to

?ne deserving young man of Barpeta—Mr. Guru Prasad Das—who was sent
© England for a special engineering course.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Are
applications made for such grants ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes
and whenever any student submits an’application, I make it a point to havc’
a certificate from the head of the institution that the caseis a deservin one
and the money granted is not placed in the hands of the student himself b
in the hands of the head of the institution who gives the at

“udt;at, if he thinks fit. - money to the
r. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: For what pyr
made by His Excellency ? pPurpose are the grants

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAM
cannot say for what purpose. It is a discretiona
disposal of His Excellency.

Mr., FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: A «
before we are asked to vote for it ? ¢ We not entitled to know

MAD SAADULLA; 1
'Yy grant placed at the
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: If
my hon. friend wants, I can produce a list of the previous year.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I wish to know whether the hon.
member likes to withdraw his motion in view of what has been said by the
‘ble Chief Minister. &
Honsb”;}“t MAHI CHANDRA BORA: As the Hon’ble Chief Minister
has said that in future he will place a list of grants made out from the dis-
cretionary allotments by His Excellency the Governor, the Corqmmsmners

and the Ministers, T beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. member leave of the
House to withdraw his motion ?

The motion was, with the leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’kle the SPEAKER: Srijut Debeswar Sarmah may now
move his motion.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Sir, [beg to move that the total
provision of Rs.20.97,300 under Grant No.9, Major Head—25.—General
Administration. at page 59 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.10L.

This is intended to raise a discussion on the unsuitability of Shillong as
the capital of the province. Sir, at the outset I must say to those of us, who
might have a suspicion that this is an indirect move to remove the capital to

some other place preferably to the advantage of the people of the Assam
Valley, that is not so.

(4 voice :—No, no, it is not.)

It 1s a known fact that separation of Sylhet is an accepted item in the pro-
gramme of the Congress. If and when Sylhet is separated, then and then
only the question of removal of the capital to the other valley may forcefully
arise. But now, so long as we are here, both the valleys as one administra-
tive unit. we must have the facilities and advantages of a capital in true
sense of the matter. I mean to say that either the Government ought to be
able to see their way to remove the capital to a suitable place agreed to by
the people of both the valleys or in the alternative, they must see their way
to remove the disabilities and inconveniences of thf_: present capital. Admit-
tedly, Sir, a capital or a metropolis of a province 1s the best asset, the most
valuable national wealth. But as regards Shillong, what do we find here ?
If hon. members would pause and think for a moment, they \yﬂl feel the.m_
selves that in Shillong they are no better than internees. We are moving
heaven and earth for removing the disabilities of political internees but we
find ourselves here in Shillong internees in the real sense of the term socially,
politically, commercially,—cut off as we are from outside world down the
hills. Government have to remove the capital from Sk.xil}ong to any other
place in Assam, or must remove civic disabilitics obtaining here—it may be
due to natural disadvantages of the place or inconveniences of communica-
tions. We find, that land in Shillong cannot be had for §ett1er.nent except
only for a Jimited period and one can hardly afford to live in Shillong unless

€1s very rich. If there is an urgent call from our home, we cannot leave
Shillong normally as 1 I mally because hon. members of
this House or j ﬁY LN ok R Sl have the advantage of
SECUTING 2 shee: uential members of the society may ha i, £S0
cannot be sopf;flal-], permission to leave the place for the mere asking, but it
e v Sect '© case of the common people. They are to undergo a lot
hour ek n:;l;e Permission from the authority toruna motor car atan
main disadvanta :CllgduIEC1 to the traffic rules. {ch.)ngst others, the two
Janded propert g SIO the capital are its communications and acquisition of
anded pr PH Yo, 1 donot know, and I shall feel obliged, if any other hon.
members will enlighten me, if there is any other province or country on the
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surface of mother earth, the capital nf which is situated on other people’s
territorry. It is extremely difficult for one to acquire or purqhagc a small
Plot of land here. (Hear ! hear !) The capital of the province is situated on
an area which belongs mostly to the local rulers—if I am permitted to say so
—and the terms and conditons of transfer or conveyance of the land are most
uncertain and humiliating. As to what premium one will have to pay and
what conditions he will have to submit to, there is no rule, there is no code,
nor is there any unwritten custom. They might vary with different people.
Sir, when the capital is situated in a place where people cannot possess
property, it converts itsell into a ward of infirms for that province.
We have read in history that not very long ages ago three villages
named Sutanuti, Kolikata and Gobindapur gradually “developed into one of
the biggest cities of the world and the third biggest city in the British
Empire—in the name of Calcutta. It has become the national asset for the
whole of India, because people of India have facilities for commerce and
trade there and can acquire property there. But here in Shillong what do

we find ? Here only those people who have enormous means at their:

disposal may come for summer resort and for improvement of health. Ordj-
nary people are forbidden as it were to come here as it is so costly. The
inaccessibility of the capital of Assam is a great handicap in the development
of the province Hereone cannot normally acquire property nor can
have facility for expansion in the town. . .

The next question is that of difficulty and inconvenience of commu-
nication. From Jorhat to Nowoong—a distance of 114 miles—and one can
travel at an expenditure of between Rs. 2and Rs.3 in very good
up-to-date, busses with bodies built in Calcutta, while travellers from
Gauhati to Shillong by the Commercial Carrying Company’s busses to
pay Rs. 8 for a distance of 63 miles and do not get half the comfort and.
facilitics that these passengers are getting from Jorhat to Nowgong. Again
from Jorhat to Dibrugarh a distance of 84 miles—one can travel in a very
good bus at an expenditure of Rs. 2 in a very comfortable manner, but here
we'do not get such comfort even at an expenditure of Rs. 8.

Then, again, the means of communication bctw?cn . Gauhati and
Shillong cannot be compared with ) thqsc in the plains d1§tr1cts. I fully
appreciate the fact that this communication is under a handicap as regards
timing and road restrictions, but that should not stanc.i in the way of throw-
ing open this.communication to easy access, and particularly to cheap fares.
The contract of the Commercial Carrying Company is going to end by the:
end of 1938, and I take advantage of this cut motion to geta statement
from the Government as to whether they intend to renew this. monopoly
contract or what they have in view. Sir, we are hearing all sorts of
rumours—I may be laughed atby some 'that I am frightened at rumours,
frightened at whispers— but when I see influential officers of the Commey-
cial Carrying Company rushing up to Shillong from Calcutta as lately a4
yesterday and meddling in .p.DIltICS and_ influencing votes on the Nohc()nﬁ_
dence motion here, my suspicion grows into reasonable fears,

Sir, if this communication 18 n(()l:ti _ pt;t oln a proper basis anq s
proper control, and is not madedsu Icu:nt Yd c;}cap., ther-x the capita] of the
province will remain a scgregated p gce z;n I 1¢ inhabitants of the metro-
polisiof Assam will remain deprived ol the great advantages of ‘rode
commerce and association. So I submit that either ¢he Qs :
should arrange to have proper facilities for passengers fyop, both th cgmﬁzns
to Shillong and to take such measures as are necessary for ot opie arca
covered by the capital of the Province easily negotiahje op, reas ngble g

. the alternative they must take steps to move the s enka fer
O ible place convenient to both Valleys i 1, Pital to some 0fAe
casily accessible p alleys in the plains,
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With these few words I commend my motion for the acceptance of the
House, and I hope the Ministry also will not stand in the way of this very

reasonable proposal.
‘The H(I))n’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to know from the hon. mover whether he has got

-any alternative scheme in his mind ?

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Yes, Sir.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
But he has not mentioned the name of any place.

Voices :—Habiganj, Gauhati, Jorhat. Al 2

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Would you like to have it in Sylhet ¢

Mr. BENJAMIN CH., MOMIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I fully support
the motion moved by my hon. friend Srijut Debeswar .Sarmah in the expec-
tation that he will support me in asking that the capital may be ‘removed
to the Garo Hills district. I therefore suggest that the capital of -the
province may be removed to the Garo Hills, and select there the be:st site
where the temperature will be equal fo something like that of Shillong.
Land will be available there from the Nokmas by the ~Government very
easily, and communications can be made without much expense. If this 1s
done all the conveniences which the hon. mover is complaining about
will be got there.

With these few words I support the motion.

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Mr.
Speaker, Sir :—May I request that the House may be adjourned now for
namaz ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : If it is the wish of the House we may
adjourn for 15 minutes.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Mr.
Speaker, Sir. This cut motion raises in the main two very important ques-
tions. My hon. friend in pressing his motion started by saying that we
should either remove the capital from Shillong or remove t.hc' disabilities
of those living there, I thought he would give us some indication as to the
convenient location for the capital but instead of that_.hc has simply said
some convenient place in the plains or in the Garo Hills, as my friend Mr.

Momin wants. My hon. friend was entircly silent on that aspect of the
question......

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAF: I leave it to the Hon’ble Finance
Minister,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1
know. If everything is left to the Hon’ble Finance Minister my friend
Shpuld not have raised the point at all. I believe that in br}nging forwqrd
this cut motion my hon. friend’s intention was to draw the pointed attention
of the House, as well as of the Government, to the disabilities which he
:?cféltlgngd in his speech. If my hon. friend will confine himself to that
Shillgng:u(f?sc’ I will deal with it. The first point he has urgc:téil is that
Thereby l‘no:trs ijrc;)m want of communications with thg(i 'Houtm c ]wor.ld.

Shillong hag ng’;"thably he means that anyone coming t? : Hl Ong oLy eevigE
from one dC\'tinatioe same freedom as they enjoy 1IN t]1c plains in moving
enforced on the Hililrto another obviously he refers t‘o t 161 timing regulations
solution as regards theof'ds" I had hoped to hear t:mn-l um what was the
I imings which the Public Works Department had to
on the road in order to ensure public safety.
s have travelled by this road. They must have
safe road-—as a matter of fact driving on -this
tre are hairpin bends—diflicult zigzag corners,

Almost all the hon. mempa,

noticed that it is not g very
‘road is rather dangerous—¢},
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ups and downs, and in places the road is not wide enough for two cars to
Tun abreast of each other or to cross each other. It is under these circumstan-
ces that the Government has been compelled to introduce the timing regula-
tions so that without unduly restricting movement to and from Shillong the
safety of travellers may be ensured, and that the up and down traffic may
Cross each other at the half-way place Nongpoh. Even then there are two
ordinary timings which are open to everyone of the public; the morning
timing and the afternoon timing ; and to those who can afford to travel by
Private car there is a special timing _For which special permissipn can be
obtained from the Deputy Commissioner of Kamrup or the Khasi and Jain-
tia Hills as the case may be. : .

My hon. friend in this connection wanted to impress upon the Govern-
ment that the Commercial Carrying Company who have the monopoly of
the passenger traffic on the road are charging a very high rate for passenger
tickets. That is a point which will be looked into when the question of the
renewal of the lease, either with this company, or the granting of the lease
to another company, is taken up about the middle of this year. Of course
it is not always safe to compare the rates which obt.am on th_e roads in the
Plains—which passengers have to pay on the roads in the plains and on the
roads in the hills, There are diﬂ'erer}ces in the conditions of the hijjls
traffic and the conditions of the piains traffics )

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : What about the Manipur, The
Charge is only Rs.2. )

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
am coming to that. Sir, my hon. friend has mentioned about the fact that
only Rs.2 is charged for a seat on a bus f'(_)r a distance of about 100 miles

Etween Nowgong and Jorhat and for a mmxla_r amount one can travel from
Dibrugarh to Jorhat a distance of about 80 miles. _ E

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Excuse me for a minute, blr_ From

Imapur to Kohima the charge is only 12 annas. Eveq on the hills, the
al.:e from Shillong to Sylhet is only Rs.3 maximum which is Very much
Cheaper, 2

p’I‘he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL,Y ,

VEry one of us may know that the busses plying for traffic on the plajng

ave no vernment...

Mrt. ]gchIl]g]]{)zYNK)T(I?MOOKERJEE: What about Sylhet and Shillong
r?ad % The highest charge is only Rs.3. They pPay to the Government
also.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA . y
hon. friend is speaking of the Shillong and Sylhet road. The ordinary pyg
that runs between these places, I suppose the average payment is Rs.2 and
the distance is 86 miles. The busses that ply on that road may be Compar.
ed with the third class of the Shillqng—Gauha_tl road in the matter of comfy, ¢
or discomfort whichever way you like to call it. In one cage ithe Payment
i3 Rs.2 and in the other it is Rs.4 Bl

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Double |

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMApD SAADULLA .
Yes. Buton this Gauhati-Shillong road the Company  has to pa a:
contribution of royalty of a lakh of rupecs annually whijch g suhse u:m]

with pneumayie 4 J

I

reduced by Rs.250 per bus or lorry if fitted tyre

Srijui smm—ﬁ3 NATH SARMA: What aboyg . amgunst that they
get from the Central Government ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We
have got no connection with the I.nzul contract, that g an India Government
affair and this is neither the occasion nor th

: : ¢ place to discuss about that
matter. I find there is specific mention about that in another motion by an
hon. member

......

—————y—

q

™
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jjut DEBESWAR SARMAH : That will be guillotined.

sTxiﬂa Hon’bie Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAA_DULLA= And
whether that particular item could be discussed under  this hcaq was a
technical point which I intended to raise when the particular motion was
before the House. However, the question has 'E)ccn raised in this round about
way and I can assure him that Government will do everything above board
and I can inform the House that as at present advised I am prepared to call
for tenders from all and sundry. Tt will be advertised and all wil! be allowed
to tender.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA: When will the tenders be called ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: 1,
will appear in the Gazette sometime in May or June.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DATTA: Will the terms of the contract be pub.-
lished also ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD S_AADUI__.LA: Iam
not sure. The next question which I should mention in passing is that
Shillong is a Place where the common laws of the land are not enforced.
That is a subject which is already engaging the attention of Government and
orders will be issuing shortly about bringing this capital of the province
under the common laws. But the main question that has been raised
regards the ownership of property in the hills. The difficulties that the
member has enumerated are not insuperable. The present GOVCrnment,
after they came into office have made a set of rules regulating the procedure
in the matter of transfer of lands from one person to another, although j¢
may be that the land is situated in what is known as Siem’s territory. So
there will be no difficulty on the score of acquiring proper ty.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Are these rules available ? Are they

ublished in the Gazette ?

i The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADUI:L,Az I
think they will be available if one applies hm the Deputy Commissioner
office. Most probab] copies can be had there. o b

e quﬁslsion of chu?ring property is .the o whether 1 IS, Purchaseq
in Shillong or in Sylhet, where the Zemindari system prevails L St maylihe
that sometimes property under transfc_r‘ here is in hthe junsdlcno.n
of the local authorities, i.e., the Siem. {\S we heard when th_;s
House was discussing the Sylhet Town Tenancy Bill, there were rulers in
the shape of Zemindars who owned practically _the whole of Sylhet. If
there is any difficulty in acquiring property in Shillong, the same difficulty
holds good in the plains wherever there is the Zemindari system. But if ap
of the hon. members who want to buy property here will approach the
Deputy Commissioner with a proper application, I have no doubt that his
Prayer will he granted. x ' AL 4

Srijut DE 3K SWAR SARMAR : One Extra Assistant Commissioner s
Prayer was not ranted.

Al T2 Hom’blo M oilavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA.

";S‘;lewr Y Extra Assistant Commissioner has got a ous;e ]:rc.

ooWble the SPEAKER: Is it the desire of the House that
Lhaer:linil}lloaurid o¢ an adjournment at 4-30 for 15 minutes to enable the Mu-

.. M memberg ¢q say their prayer ? ,
Srijut DE BESWAR SARMAH : Shall we have 15 minutes after 5 ?

The Hon'hie the SPEAKER: If the hon. members desire.
Khan Ba?

. 2adur Maulayg MUFIZUR RAHMAN: If the House sits
till five, we can say Prayers after 5.

is ag
hon.

)
3
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UHA : I
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyit_i Sir M MMAD SAADIII;ILtI}fé "
think, Sir, it would be better to adjourn for 15 minutes nogw. o ghics
weather it might be all right for our prayer being said at 5 p.m.
5 cq]'%h‘??;}:if}.ﬂe.the SPEAKER : Ifitis the desire of the House I will
adjourn it now. ot
The Assembly then adjourned for 15 minutes.

After Adjournm%:t. ; e T oo
jjut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : On a point of inform . )
Slnl'.:llctths Hon’ble Chief Minister one thing ? The_ other day he Vyar::
may ;lt tell us in reply to my question that he is considering the questio ;
pleased to s the motor service on the Shillong-Gauhati Road by Goveli]nmﬁ:s
- I‘umimga.ndu that he has asked for certain information. To-dag e s
th?cllr1 :ﬁa'j:ehc is going to call for tenders for this service. T have r;lot crcl:crll DR
i?)l understand why these two different statcme-?tst}ha.vc been made a
4 s S sl
’ble Chief Minister is going to reconctle :
& I-}[(')l:eb Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir %‘?ﬁﬁfn‘tga gAgzgiI;ﬁAa
ker, Sir. The other day, in course of _ ;
= 5;%%?1 (1311;15 been thrown out by my hon. friend that Goverriment 3}111:,:1(}
f:léi%ider whether they would run this line themselv}ti_s. Int regjoth t;assengcr
y ' Tic fi this route
i t we have asked for the traflic figures over ut ¢
Z.a;g g:l:)d;v guring the last five years, and if we find thgﬁ 1It 1st01£' ;1 ; ;E;Y C(l:;%
roportion then the suggestion of my hon. friend wi fe ka tz D
I.",)ideration. With regard to that, Government have to loo e
also. At present, Government, without running the service 1 Now’ £
gctt.ing annually from the Company a contrll)utlcc)ln or ) }Ezyzlxo ;,;1 e r;ying
account of remission for pneumatic tyres fitte torlt S R
gbods, it would come to about Rs. 75,000. Govzrmt:f;]e wﬁl B o
sider whether by running the service themselves they el t G
benefit than by some private company. It ison a(é}cou;.tn £ent‘willL g
if it is decided to lease it out to private company, Gov
tem:’lesrf'.ijuvt. DEBESWAR SARMAH : T alsorisec on a poi1—1t of informlaC{:lOl;lc,
Sir. May we learn from the Hon’ble Chief Minister whether he wroubeforc
pleased to give this House an opportunity of discussing this r:latte ek
the lease is finally given out ? It is -a matter of great importance
pubh'f'ile Hon’ble Maulavi “Saiyid = Sir MUHAMMAtI_I)atSﬁSAa%L;;
That is also rather difficult to sag{ just ﬁ}ow. OfII‘L erse?g(g)?l et R
finished before the calling of t : > th
Compin\.zrlil?gic placed before the House. Butit the ne%otilaholrzls are ];:qm-
matt?:l at a time when there is no immediate chance of the House cing
leted it would be difficult only for that purpose to CIOHVFUC our meeting,
called, }ar as possible it is now intended to decide whether it Sh(_)uld b2 wiciy
Buté,ts ernmeIr)xt or given to any company and that will be decided by the
) jd?; of this year. So it may be that the House when they meet pext will
mit 2 )
t Government decide. |
knOVgx?“:t GBEB?E}SWAR SARMAH : Sir, I begleave of the Honse 16
: aw my motion., '
w1tthr£1;V mo}c,ion was, with the leave of the House, withdrawn,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then comes the motion of Srijut Ka-

meswar Das.

? A
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Srijut KAMESWAR SARMA : Mr. Spe
the total provision of Rs.20,97,300 under Gra
General Administration at p

351

aker, Sir, I beg to move that
nt No. 9, Major head—25.—
age 59 of the Budget be reduced by Rs.100.
(To criticise Government for their dilatory tactics in not
retrenchment in the cost of the administra t'on).

Before saying anything on this motion I beg
make. a little alteration in the note given below
substitute “dilatory tactics” by “dilatoriness”.
to make the alteration, Sir ?

The Hon

affecting a

your indulgence, Sir, to
the motion. I want to
Will you kindly permit me

’ble the SPEAKER : Very well, you can do that,

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: At the outset I want to say thut I.do not
rnca.r,l to ascribe any ill motive on the part of the Ministry or any of its
Hon I_)le Members, My object in moving this motion is to raise the same
question which was r )

' aised from several quarters during the general dis-
cussion of the budget.

Sir, the question of making an attempt to solve the fin

of the province is as important as it is urgent. But, Sir, the Hon’ble Finance
Minister explained the other day in reply to the general discussion of the
budget that he was busy with his ordinary duties of the administration and
was unable to finish the labours of the Retrenchment and Resources Com-
mittee. He gave certain indication in what he was busy all this time but
to my mind it appears that some of the ordinary duties of administ;ation
could have been postpored and some time might have been found for soly.-
ing of this problem. The same question has been tackled in the other pro-
vinces of India and in some provinces they have already arrived at some
definite conclusions. Now, Sir, if some time were found and if the Retrench-
ment and Resources Committec were able to finish their |

Proposals for g

. abours and submjt
aving some money that would have been a great help to the
POOr peasantry of this province, But yet the matter failed tq

ancial problem

raw ¢

SErious attention of the Hon’ble Finance Minister and the result is' that :ﬁe
bUdget is'a deficit one to the tune of about Rs.4:62,000. Last time by the
vote of the Assembly an amount of about 2 lakhs 21 thousand wag saved
QF course about a third of this amount has been spent and s being s ‘r‘lt
In the establishment of the Commissioners. Even then, Sir, there rerri;ins
about Rs. 1, lakh 50 thousand and this amount the presen

have been able to utilise,

t Government
Had it not been the case, the present Budget
to the extent of 4 lakhs 62 tho

usand, but the

a / ¢ been augmented by Rs. 1 lakh 50 thousand more. So

Ity I wish to draw the pointed attention of this hon. House and also of the
overnment that urgent as it is the matter

e latter

woulgl have been deficit not
deficit would hav

should be speedily handleq by

S paseiny anc% ﬁttempt to solve this problemh must be made gag speedily
1ble. ope, the House will acree with me in criticising the 4
Crnmeny for their slackn he t nof I

©ss in the matter and will accept my motion;
The. : . :
Provision Ig?ni{ble- the SPEAKER: The motion moved is :

That the total
ministration 5:20,97,300 under Gr

ant No. 9, Major he'ad—~25'——.G era
s At page 59 of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, ok
(3] 3
Speaker, Si(:-:lei:tllfmi}dﬂtulaﬁ Salyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ; Mr.
the time of i

1 . - M
l‘eplymg tgt}l::ané friend did not carcfully listen to

what I said at
eneral debate on the Budget, or he was- absent
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: Retrench-
atithe time, for I definitely menﬁot}ed then that the f‘allult;cz gfll tI}TII(; i)
ment Committee to sit after the Pujahs was due ?:n [z‘lctclr?eu summoning of the
pation with administrative duties and on aCC_Ounh O beginning ot December.
legislatures towards the end of October and in the beg time and shortly
The Assembly sat throughout December and there was ‘nc()j a very important
after the New Year’s Day, I had to go to Delhi to E}m'nl rv the Budget
Conference as I mentioned, and now, we have in Fe .‘)rnlil l}id'l\-“; il
Session of this Assembly. We sit till before th(? Mo hurrum oi‘u-;-ii{g Ty
hon. colleagues in the Retrenchment Commlttee—-l' arrJl I‘SC ;d'ut Debeswar
learned Deputy Leader of the Congress Party, and my f”CI”‘ ]S | ' char HE il
Sarmah and Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee—will most probably e
when 1 say that I am as keen as my hon. frlengls_ Opp-osnc} arges of the
retrenchment and having some saving in the administration ¢ 3‘}1?wc whonp
province. They will also most probably bear me out that W':/Ir - Baliclyas
into few departments thoroughly and these we have f.i’.“Sth'M _(1 Baidyanath
nath Mookerjee—Exactly so.) I am glad my hon. friend Mr. d; hartment
Mookerjee is bearing me out. We are going from depax-tmcrlt o It for the
and there has been no difficulty. Wheneyer we r.cqulrf:d we sen ed from
Head of the Department and got all the mformatm_n that we wal}{ctrcnch’
them. My intention, as I mentioned the other day, is to call the be able
- ment Committee before the next session of this House. We hope tov,‘mt of
to finish by then. There has been absolutely no dilatoriness orf_:1 d Pl
sincerity in me to retrench. 1 would request hon. members to ldid Aot
their own members of the Retrenchment Committee whether we
work in a]] sincerity.

er
Srijut KAMESWAR DAS : May I know how the month of Novemb
was utilised ? . We
The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD _SAAPULIE-: e
ad to prepare answers to questions, and the resolutions for t d it was
session also came in. Moreover the whole month was Ramzan anShill ong
very difficult for Muhammadan members to be present then, at
and fast, _ o i i
Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Inview of the statement made tiz:n
Hon’ble Chief Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion.

€ motion ith the leave of the House, withdrawn. .
. The Hon’blgisia‘:iaﬁ Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It
is already 5 now,

The Hon®

ble the SPEAXER: It isonlyon the last day of the
demand for gra

nts that we are to close at 5. And in the case of guppllz:men;
tary lgemands the same is the case. There was an understanding that w
wou

continue some time farther. Of course, if the House likes to disperse
now, I have no objection. .

he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It
would be better,

~e Hom’ble the SPEAKER: Very well. Then I put the main
motion.

The

question is that a sum not exceeding Rs.20,19,277 be granted to
defray the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
ending on th

€ 3lst March 1939 for the administration of the head ¢ 25.—
General Administration *,

€ motion wag agreed to.

Re Short adjournment of the House after 4-30 p.m.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARVIAH: On a point of information, Sit-
Shall we always lose 15 minutes in this way ?

-—--»JVAW-..: T Ram ‘%4 =

|

ER 4-30 p.m. 353
1938.] RE: SHORT ADJOURNMENT AFTER P.M

i e SPEAKER: Iam afraid on other days we cannot
do tl;Ii‘sh I?cgﬁlgcbw}v?:tlgve fixed a time-table, fixing 5 p.m., as the limit of the
time and the whole time-table will be thus upset by. such adjournments.
An adjournment for 15 minutes at 4-30 p.m. will alter the whole
programme. I may point out to the hon. members that difficulty
would arise on the 25th and 26th and on some other subsequent
days. We have fixed the hours. As for instance on Friday, the 25th Instant
we have got one hour for one demand and another hour for another demand,
and half an hour for another demand and so on. Difficulty would also arise

alLes.
on th'f‘)flz dHlozpble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD § AADULLA: | ¢
any difficulty would arise, we will accommodatq ouyselves. .
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : However it will be considered.

Adjournment

The Assembly then adjourned till 11 a.m,

y on Thursday, the 24th
February 1938.

Shillong, Al K. BARUA’

The 2nd April, 1938. Secretary, Legislatiye Assembb-,
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