Proceedings of the fourth Session of the first Assam Legislative
Assembly, assembled under the provisions of the Government
of India Act, 1935

THE ASSEMBLY met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 2 pan. on
Friday, the 18th February, 1938,

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

(te which oral answers were given)

Industrial Research for the Province
Mr. KEDARMATL, BRAHMIN asked :

#26. Will the Hon’ble Minister please state—
(a) The Steps taken by Government for the Industrial research
Ol the province ?
(6) If no Steps  have peen taken, do Government propose to
4PPoint a  commjttee of experts for the purpose ?

The How’ble Maulavi ABDUL, MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :
26. (a)—None exce
in the Titabar farm anq ¢

houscs:

Pt evolving some hybrid races of silk worms
liminating diseases from seeds in model rearing

(6)—The point raised will be examined.

Total numbey of e¢mployees in the Survey Department

Srijut GHANASHY A DAS asked :

#27. Will Gow:rnment

(a) The tota] nu
Assam ?

) H&thany of these above the rank of Khalasees are inhabi-
© Th 8 of ASiam. and how many are Assamese ? ‘
€ total number of Khalasees employed during the last three
years —year by year and how many of them are bona fide

lc” szlcge:nts of the Province and how many of them are Assam-

be pleased to state :—
mber of employees in the Survey Department of

The Hon’ble Srijut RO

21. (a)—85 excludin
cruited tempPorarily(g, -

HINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
8 the temporary field menial establishment re-

—Inhah; bout 6 months annually. o
(e)— Htants of Assam 45 (including 10 domiciled).
Total y ' No. of bona fide No. of
L rcc"?‘.i‘zt;i gy r:si(fl’cnt: off:-hc Assamese
i province
—_— 6 - g
1935-3 87 13

2
1936’2;" 75 | 16 K
7- 81 19 16
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Total mumber of Mandals working in the province

Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS asked :

s ill G ent please state— - o
3 \?il)“rfrhocvfégﬁl ntn?bcr ol Mandals wprkmg in th}: Plx ogrm:u!r s o
b) H anv of them had the certificate requirec y. - uc

) ?1";\:: 11-14.'12‘;1121r Records Manual, at the time of their app

(¢) Tlfr:::c?otta?l number of passed students from the Jhalukbari

ini : ini unemployed ?
Training School remaining ) —_—
*29. (o) Isita i'actg that of late some appointments have g
? -
ed men : -
(&) If‘izpzs; éovcrnment propose to stop this manner of appo
?

ment {orthwith ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RCHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

28. (a)—1,230. ‘
Eb)——The informations have been callf‘jicg.)r "
will be supplied to the hon. member when refifscquc
r {¢)—No record is kept of the su
in the Jhalukbari School. < pally employed prcl)visionally fk(:r
but always on the
various reasg)ns (often for lack of passed lozarlegg?ablc time. There hag

ARl - ice. : h ever
€€N no recent alteration in this practice uch undertaking, thoug Ty

1) n give no 8 : ho are otherwige

attempt Will)bccr,r?;c?gnt?;?f)\fiadc i%:)r passed candidates W

Suita.ble. 5 Government awarc;' that thcrc
Srijut GHANASHYAM DAS: Are mployment ?

are Som':; passed men from Jhalukbarl w“ligluxt %ﬁUIp)IgURI :
'Fhe Homn’ble Srijut ROHINI KUM .
- P& Srf:i’ SulCh .mesn. d ABDUR ROUF : Are Government aware that the

aulavi Sye

e : . ligible ?
number of t mandals is very neg AUDHURI : I kno
The. Hon'ble nS;ijit ROHINI KUMAR CHAU K

, . : Is.
Sir, th]\fiat thcr? are a izg ﬁ%ﬁlgggﬁfnd&éll Government kindly see thay
suﬁiéie::l 3:1‘;11)83? :)lf immigrant mand als be taken li_[{? A1ln the dcpaftmse . <
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: So far a
I know, there i b 1:1 to their appointment ] provided they are otherwise
ualified, and ISl'm')l 1J ; nder rules relating to Government appointments.
q St s ﬁfBIE%Sw;UR SARMAM : Are we 10 understand that Govern-
ment a,f)lpointed 11npas;ed mandals in Prefcﬁcé}tgﬁ?sgu‘igfs. ? No. Sir
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMA ovirlonliitig th
Srijut DEBESWJE{R gARMAK : Isit nota fact that ow_:rl()c()i 1;18 the
claims of some passed people, some unpassed mandals were appointed ¢

m the districts and

nt career of students

There may

a Il &
]
b
|
‘1
« WP ¢
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The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :

I'am not
prepared to admit that Sir, as a general proposition.

Re agricultural indebtedness in Cachar District

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asked :

*30. Will Government be pleased to state the extent of agricultural
indebtedness in the district of Cachar ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINE KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

30.—It the hon. member iy referring to Agricultural loans and the
indebtedness of 1yots to Gover

nment in - Cachar, the reply is that all out-
standing loans have been written ofl

If he rc{crs to tht; general condition of indebtedness, Government have
no information later in date than those given in imragraph 33 of the
Report C!f' the Assam Provineial Banking Enquiry Committee of 1929-30.
As noted in paragraph 35 of tha¢ report, however, these figures are

miﬂlcadi"g! ber Cachar, as they were collected just after the flood of 1929.
Mr. 1 Eiflﬂ;??jim CHAN :  May Isubmit, Sir, that the para-
graph which - ¢c to by the Hon’ble Minister is misleading in that it
relates to a ccrbéfl ¢conomic Survey said to have been made only in the
Hailakandi subdivision

. g In Cachar years ago and dones not cover my
question -

The Hox’ble Srijut ROHINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI: As I have

id in my reply, we hay inf i
-ead said 1n : ) ) € no information later tha .
al;;ch}’is a misleading one fo n that report

vari Nert £
”cctcdjusi afier the flosy ki 1929T10us reasons because the ilgures were
©7“Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA .
the Hon’ble Minister Irreconcliable in

Is not the position taken up by .
pleascd to wipc out varigug agricu

view of the fact that he has been

: e itural loans in fof0 in the pr t 2
Hon‘ble Sl"ljut RO 1 prcsen year ¢
Tlmlow the hon. membey, KUMAR CHAUDHURI: | could not

uite fol N K i
A fr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : The Hon’ble Minister sajq that

hig™ . .
- 1
the figur®s %?;%gf’cdﬁfn?s"tcéusc they were collected after the flood of 1929,
Doecs not financial distr - : 1ping out the agricultural loans
ute 1 ‘ble Sri: 5 1n that district sti)] continues as before ?

The Hot b Seijus ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDRURS |
siot the qu:ii Llllturgl lc-)ans v:“’c cxplained so foy o the indebtedness on the
hcaCi :’I{ ;'fb tedness we have sz C(?trl}liirncd. As regards the general agricul-
tura Materials exceptin hat is gi i
that report because no subsequent general inquiry w{;.sulr%ad‘:. Bl

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

h

AnSWers were laid on the table)
e Model Villages *
b I{AR asked .

b I?aseq to state—

Orga . :
me hav;nmng model villages in accordance witiz
€en finally selected ?

u LALIT Mg

will Governn—mnt

(G) thth(:r Sites
the new sche

Bab
31.
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(6) If so, will Government please give the names of those selected,
in the districts of Sylhet and Cachar with the names of the
parganahs within which they are situated ? ) :

(¢) The considerations that prevailed in making such selections *

(d) Whether the details worked out for organising model villages
have been finally settled ?

(e) If so, what are they ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replicd :

31. (a)—No. '
(b) & (¢)—Do not arise.
(d)—No.

(e)—Does not arise.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir, is it a fact that certain
funds were allotted in the current year’s bu lget for model villages ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: No fund
was allotted particularly for model villages in the current year’s budget.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Is it not a fact that funds were
allotted for rural reconstruction in the current year’s budget ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI:
allotted in the budget were not particularly for that purpose. ) N
Ch .Mr’hFAKI'IRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir,fI lwa.nt .'—:._ ruling from the

air, why the Hon? inister wants notice of the question.

The Hon’ble Nlljrull\::::l ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI :
not asked for any notice on any question. . o

Srijut. GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Is it nota fact that a Special
t Hic;:ir is ;)cing appointed to formulate a scheme regarding village recon-
struction ?

Soccnhe Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI :
pccﬁr%ﬁ(}gﬁwcn appointed.
the Hon’ble Min; DIN ALI AHMED :

ster to my last question ? ;
The Hon’ble Maulayi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Will the
hon. member please repeat his last question ?

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Is it a fact that funds were
allotted. for the rural reconstruction scheme in the current year’s budget ?

The How’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI: Funds
were allotted for the purpose.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : May
Hon’ble Minister how those funds have been utilised ? i

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI : The; Rural
Reconstruction Officers have been appointed and Government have pro-
bably been paying for their salaries out of those funds.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : May I know, Sir, whether the
funds were allotted only for the salarics of the officers who have been
appointed for the purpose and not for other purpose ? '

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
May 1 reply on behalf of my Hon’ble Colleague ‘? Funds were allotted in the
budget for the salaries of the Officers as well as for other rural uplift works,

Funds

I have

Yes, Sir, a

Sir, may I have the reply from

I know from the

-
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but not a single farthing could be spent out of them. [ have mentioned in
my budget speech that by an unfortunate oversight tne sum of RS.IQ,UOO
voted by the Assembly for the model village scheme was put under 57.—
Miscellaneous which meant that the money co 1d only be drawn and spent
by the village authorities. As the village authorities could not be constitut-
ed, the Special Officer could not spend a single farthing of it. My hon.
friend Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya criticised this.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : If that is so, why did not the

Hon’ble Minister advertise that funds were allotted for rural reconstruction
scheme ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir -MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
There is no need to advertise about that. The funds are still there and it
was only through an oversi

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ght the sums were misplaced.

: ALI AHMED : May I know whether it is still
the desire of the Hon’ble Min =

: ister to utilise the money for the purpose ?
'F'h'e I:lon ble _Maqluvi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Yes, it is still the wish of the Government to utilise the money for the pur-
pose of rural uplift, otherwise they would not have appointed the Special
Officer to draw up a scheme.,
S.ri_;utp DEBESWAR SARMAH : When
PP e Fon'hl M
N on’ble aulavi ivi i :
ok e avi  Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULILA :
Sn]uil:{Dh;‘i}ESWAR SARMAM : What has he been doing so long?
The Hon le Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
He has been touring round the province and collecting materials to draw up
o schem‘]:- tHoctii.S_mtmtl_l)crs are aware that a conference was held sometime
in June last and since then the scheme has been take: :
Oﬂ.-lxccr has been appointed. PP e
Mr. F‘_ﬂl{gfl;UD?IN ALI AHMED : May I know w
of tht}r lsazccfl;on’bll;erlv‘[a Is it Rs.1,000 per mensem ?

ulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMM :
It is not Rs.1,000 but a little Jess tKan that. e

,hlr- FAKHRUDDIN AL AHMED : Isit a fact that
year ';‘ ]EUdgﬁ;l:’si)ii’oleg haivc been allotted for the purpose ?

e aulavi Saiyi i '
Feu. S, we have i e 1 Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Rs.2 .
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN $.25,000 for the purpose,

ALI AHMED: 1s ;¢ a fact
: that out
Rs.25,000 nearly Rs, 18,0 e salary of thae S?;l)lecig{

»000 will be spent towards th
The Hon’ble Maulavi Sajyid sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
a substitute during the last year, the

Not. necessarily, Sir, If we had tak
en
moncy would have beep spent, but we did not take any substitute,
SARMAH : What is in the contemplation of

was the Special Officer

hat is the salary

in the next

Srijut DEBESWAR
Government whethep

they would t: k bsti
The Hon’ble C take a su Dstitute or not ?
It ha]i nt(:t ye]; been deciilc‘igg Vi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
abu DAKSHINAR | :
know, Sit, what scho  ARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: May we
Special Officer ? '

$ of rural development have been drawn by the
The Hon’b]e

Sir, the Special O ?lavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -

the report would haye i gone round the province to draw up a report and

unfortunately for the lascen In the hands of Government very soon but
t 10 days the Special Officer has been lying very ill.
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Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Is it a fact
17 sites have been selected for the model villages ?

3 The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
No, Sir after the conference they communicated selection of 17 sites
but that is not final.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : May we know, Sir, the places
which have been selected for the constitution f the model village ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
That has not yet been definitely decided.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May we know when it will be done ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

S s00n as we receive the report from the Special Officer,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : May we know what are the criterions
for sclecting the sites ?

The Hon’hle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Therf_: arc various criterions which cannot be said in reply
question,

[18TH FEB.

that

to one

Realisation of land revenue in Tezpur Subdivision

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS asked :
52. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state—

(¢) The total amount of land revenue demand in the Tezpur

§ubdivision during the years 1936-37, 1937-38 and 1938-39 ?

(6) The total amount collected annually for the followine years,

1033-34, 1934-35, 1935-36, 1936-37, 1937-38 ?

(c) ¢ amount of Jand revenue realised from the raiyots in
Habandha and Sakomath Mouzas but not deposited with
‘overnment, when the Mouzadars, namely Srijuts Golok
' ora and Ghana Kanta Bora respectively of the above
d NOUZAS were removed from office ?

() For how many years the said amount has accumulated ?
(&) Whethe, there is  any arrangement for regular inspection of
: Suzadarg’ ac tJ?

() The Names of gc;t}i:r mouzas and the amount where land
Tevenue realised from raiyols was not deposited with Govern-
ment for the years 1934-35, 1935-36, 1936-37 and 1937-38 ?

= e(g"g':’me Srijut ROHINI KUMAR GHAUDHURI replied :
1936-37 s | cg )—A statement showing demands and collections up to
owing t ald on the table—For the year 1937-38, it is presumed that
VINg to the lyte sanction of the reduction of revenue, the Deputy Com-
noeoner has not yet finished calculations. The demand for 1938-39 s
not now ue foy calculation, :

Statement showing demang and collection of land revenue in the Tezpur Subdivision

t Current
Year i‘;fx;?d collection Coﬁggﬁtn
Rs. N 8. R
1933-34 wo 185,023 443795 o0t
1934-35 7,99,800 440,060  79)’50]
1935-36 8,07,576 540,109  g'sya0
1936-37 8,2L,116 586843  g55’)cs

b

. "’I-‘J"'.'f
\
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(¢) & (d)—According to the Deputy Gommlislonﬂ f:l;f?arigge gﬂjﬁl}l;
Golok Chandra Bora and Srijut Ghana Kanta ora BIVR. S Th
Rs. 14,431/12/3 and Rs. 12,355/5/0 respectively up i.o ainsdip :
liability ran from many years past but on pressure arrears upCl Oot gl ol
were cleared. It appears that these sums were collected an nh. g s
but without a further reference to the Deputy Cpr_nmlSSlOm?r which v
entail more delay, it is impossible to be more explicit.

(e)—Yes. G : =

(f)—The Mauzadars of Dhekiajuli, Behagurt, B_lswana.th, : ahpur

and Mahabhairab did not deposit in full the amounts reahsegi.from the ryots
for the years 1935-36 and 1936-37 for the reason that they utilised a portion
of the current collections to meet the dues of the mauzas for the depression
years. The actual figures cannot now be given of past years. It may be
stated that it seems to have become a common practice with almost all
Mauzadars to make such temporary use of their collections. But. finally,
if they cannot square up the accounts, they are charged with misappro-
priation of Government money. ~

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: 'The Government reply to my
question No. 32 (¢) is « Yes”, Will Government be pleased to state how

Couldpthc defalcated money accumulate, if there was any arrangement
t all :
*" "The Hon'ble Srijn ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Presumably,
Sir, the defalcation could not be detected at the time of inspection.

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Who checks the accounts of the
Mauzadars ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Generally
the Deputy Commissioner inspects the Mauzadar’s office, but sometimes he
deputes the Circle Officer also and occasionally the Commissioner also
inspects _the Mauzadar's offjce.

Srijat OMEQ KUMAR DAS: Did the

) Deputy Commissioner of
Darrang inspect the Mayy,

adar’s accounts regularly ?
The Hon'ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR] :
bly, Sir, he did that, but thae question has not been asked,

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : May I know whether it is -
pot an offence to utilige temporarily the current collections to meet the dues

for the dcpress’ion years ?
The Hon'ble Srijat ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR] .
gpeaking; 1L 15 an offence, byt it is allowed as the Mauzadars

their accounts afterwardsg,
Srijut .RA“!IENDRA NATH BARUA : Supposing a Mauzadar has
misaPPTOP3eC & Certain amount of the collections, will he not be hauled
up under i{ e C,rmnnal- law ?
D e Stijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :  As 2 matter
e fEmtl,l tail: "o Sars are hauled up under the criminal law for not crediting
the €0 cc(;.c c?)snlmo. the treasury, and I personally know that in some cases
Lt ggllcctcd ‘i;lcnon,_ If Government find that the money which has
bc:cﬁtcd into the ¢, the auzadar as current year’s dues has not been
i ar, then dishoneSeaS.urY for the current year but credited for the previous
¥E 1ISl'ijllt GOPjp %, 1S attributed to the Mauzadar.
ch defalcationg BARDOLOI : In view of the fact that several
o rust the same g Ve taken place, do Government think it desirable to
ciil The Hon’bje si.gfs with guch responsible work ?
¢ are trying to q I ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Govern-
pac? © their best in this matter,

Presuma-

Technically
square up
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Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS asked :

[18TH FEB.

33. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state the amount

of demand from grazing dues in Tezpur Subdivision and the total amount of

arrears of grazing dues for the following years 1933-34, 1934-35, 1935-36 ?

The Hom’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :
33.—The figures are—

Arrears of
grazing dues

Demand from
grazing dues

Rs, Rs. a. p.
1933.34 24,695 nil
1934.35 27,751 154 8 o
1935.3¢

29,531 331 4 0

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA : Will the Hon’ble Minister _ please
State the reasons why the demands for grazing dues are increasing annually
from 1933.34 onwards steadily ?

4 The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Possibly
ere has heen increase in the number of cattle.

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS asked :

sale oo Will the H w’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of land

Werk ases, the area of land sold, the area of land where previous pattas

5 annulled during the last three years from 1934 for non-payment of
0d revenue in

each of the Mauzas of the Tezpur Subdivision ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied

34-‘—~The fumbers of land sale cases are—

1934-35 3,261

1935_36 ' 8,082

1936_37 LR s 2o 5
5,577

Figures fo
sold or annullerd
undue labour,

Mauzas are not available séparately, and the areas ‘of lands
cannot be worked out without considerable delay and

Removal of Karimganj Civil Court Buildings

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN asked :

35. will Gover

refer to the replies giva
(Mstarred nment be pleased to re replies given to the

questions No.988-992 by Babu Kamini Kumar Sen in the ]
ugust S sa r Sen in the Jasg
Clour buildings Snd e Asembly regarding the remioval of Karimginj Gjog
(@) Whether it i a fact that the two rooms
8q.ft. each are available on the two side
which can accommodate the two Civil Cou
OCCupy an area of 542 sq.ft. cach ?

With an area of 585
8 of the Illam Office
r'ts which at present

|

El

!
I
-
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{6) Whether itis a fact that besides those two side rooms which can
be converted into two Court rooms, the other rcoms a\‘fallablc
in the Illam Office building can be made quite sufficient for
accommodation of the offices of the Civil Court only with
slight additions and alterations ? s

36. Will  Government pe pleased to state whether in the Sylhet
District, there arc severa] stations, where Courts arc being held in rooms,
which are not prepared according to type plan ? [ 1 .

37. Is it a fact that the present Illam Office building at Karimganj is
sufficiently high ard commadigus to accommodate the Givil Gourt there only
with slight modifications ?

38. Will Governmeny please state ifitis a fact that while the present
Civil Court Bar Library and the Moharer Library buildings occupy an area
of 1,820 sq. {t. only, a,q area of 29,918 sq. ft. is lying vacant in the Illam
Ofticc compound whijcl can casily ’ accommodate the Bar Library and
Moharer Library even after Icaving .:unplc open space ?

39. I.s it a fact that an area of 16,800 square [eet of paddy field occupicd
by the Jail al_lthorilicsjust adjacent to the Illam Oflice compound can also
be made available for the extension of that compound if necessary ?

2015 1L a'fact tha the present Civil ¢ ourt compounid being in the
vicinity ofithe junction of ¢y, rivers may be utilised for the purpose «f
Registration Office wi] jg lacilities of communication for ladies and old
Pcoplc travelling by 1o, ?

L. Do Government propese o recorsider the matter in the light of the
facts and circumstances detailed in the above questions and take early steps
to remove the present Gjyj) Court near the Criminal Courts ?

The Hor’ble Maulay; ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :

35-40.—Enq
ness of the facts

41.—It follows that Government can oi d ing ti
_ ) ] : an give no undertaking till the matter

has been 1ull)§ considered jp the light of the reports which may be received
{rom ‘h;i mfiaAﬁiﬂ;;?Irsl;{U

Babu : : 1 1
will be completed. MAR SEN : - May I know, Sir, when the enquiry

The HOIT ble Maulavi ARpy MATIN CHAUDHURI ;
yeport of th;{ ;ﬁ‘l officers is recejved.

B:b“ Hon,blleNllw KUMAR SEN : How long will it take ?

T et ) aulavi ABDU, MATIN CHAUDHURI: I cannot
say Just at Brescul,

Wry will be made from the local officers as to the correct-

When the

ishment . '
Establishment of 5 charjtab]e dispensary in Kamalabari Mauza of
Majuli
Srijut RAMNATH bAS asked :

42. Will Govery,
(a) Whethey :’ﬁznt be pleased to state—
\amalg}, . PTOPose to est.blish a charitable dispensary in the
(8)- 1650, Whighy 1+ Mauza of Majuli in the Jorbat subdivision 3 -
(¢) i not, Why uOfYQ'PrOPOSe to establish it ?
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- The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS~-ROY replied :

42.(a)~—No such proposal is before Government,
(b)—Does not arise. e )
(¢)—The establishment of dispensaries is a duty of the Local Boards
concerned.

Srijut RAMNATH DAS: Has Government felt the want of a
hospital in the Kamalabari mauza of Majuli ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: 1 think the
hon., member wants the public to feel the necessity of a hospital.

Srijut RAMNATH DAS: I want to know whether Government
propose to establish a dispensary there.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDIIURI : I may explain
to the hon. member that there is no proposal to cstablish a dispensary in
this particular mauza concerned of the locality. But the other day it was
pointed out by one hon. member of the Upp:r Housc that a travelling
dispensary should be established in the Majuli area. That proposal is now
under consideration of Government.

- Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : Sir, is the
Hon’ble Minister in order ? He is not in charge of the portfulio, he knows
nothing about it and I do not understand why he is trying to speak on
behalf of the Minister for Local Self-Government.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, we

are trying to foster a sense of joint responsibility. (Laughter)

Srijut DEBESW! \RMAH : Will Government be pleast:c'i to
s(;jt.atc if it is prcparcd‘fo‘i?:)niliﬁf: help to the Jorhat Local Board if a
1Spensary is opened - alabari ? x .

The Hom'hle élr;njtuﬁ{%ail%m KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Asl said,
the proposal to give selief to the inhabitants of that locality is under the
consideration of {he Government.

Srijut DESFSWAR SARMAH : Is Government aware that Raj
Bahadur Kanak Laj Barua promised to lend the services of a doctor for thag

urpose about two years ago ?
P The Hor’ble grijut EOHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do ng
remember it. :

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : The Government may take it from
me that it was so. Is Government prepared to repeat that help ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROH:NI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : As I haye
said the Government will try to give some help to that locality.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : What is the amount of help that
Government will be prepared to give ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHIN! KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
in a position to say that now. :

Maulavi Muhammad AMJAD ALI: May I know, if there 8 a
necessity, what the Government will do ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :

ment will try to liclp as [ar as possible.

I am not

Govern-

~{
-
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Adjournment motion Re¢ encroachment by Police on the rights of
the public to use public roads during the visit of the Town
of Silchar by His Excellency the Governor

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, before the com-
men ement of the sitting of the House I gave notice of a motion fqr the ad-
journment of the House which I desire to move to-day—‘—“ that this House
do now ajdourn for the purpose of discussing a definite matter of _urgent
public importance, namely, encroachment by the police on the rights of
the public to ure public roads in the town of Silchar during the last visit
of His Excellency the Governor of Assam to that town .

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I want to know on what date the
occurrence happened. :

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : It happened I suppose on the 10th,
11th and 12th of February, but I have just had my attention drawn to a
leaderette which gives an account of the whole occurrence. : :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Is that the only source of information
that you have ?

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : The occurrence has found its way

to the press so, I presume, the facts are now known to everybody, also
because I hear some appreciative laughter !

The Hon’ble the SPEAXKER : When did the hon. member come to
know of the occurrence ?

Mr. ARU’N KUMAR CHANDA : From the paper yesterday cvening,
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : JIs that the only source of infor-
mation of the hon. member, or did he have previous knowledge of it ?
Mr. AR_UN KI_JMAR CHANDA : I was in the town of Silchar at the
time, but I did not like to introduce my personal knowledge.
this matter to-’day, I feel, Sir, 1 am reinforced by public opinion.
The Hon blfe the SPEAKER : Did not the hon. member try to find
out the public opinion at the time ?
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA :

In moving

It would have been more hearsay,

" The Hom’ble the SPEAKER : Did not the hon.
natter important then ? :

Mr. A".?JIJN Ilﬂ.lTI\/IAR CHANDA : T did think it important, Sir, but I did
not like to rely who ly on my per.onal o pinion in such a matter,

The Hon’bie the SPFEAKER : If t!at was an encroachment of the

rights (.)f th—f public is it net an encroachment on the time for biidask

discusslonA-Rééﬂ;i(ghter.) g
Mr. UMAR CH AN ) . , .

cerncd and there, ‘the public of 5 ll.?A : Here only a few members are con-

wn !
Maulavi Dewan I\;IUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: What is

Sir

member think the

n MUHAMMAD AEBAB CHAUDHURY: Who is

MAR G ; :
Maualvi Dey, ANDA : I do not know (Laughter.)
¢ the proprictor of f,e \JHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Are you

no Mr. ARUN KUMARapcr ?

er, I have anothe, profCHANDA: I am not the owner of any news-
p2P ] submit, Sir, thjg a"-‘SSlon to follow.
‘ Jlency the Goverpg, vi VeIy important matter. It appecars that His
Lxce tstted the town of Silchar on the 10th of February

T it
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but the police in their zeal and ardour prevented members of the public
from using public roads on certain dates on which His Excellency \.‘w)uld
be using those roads. hours before he would actually be passing a pa "_“C“k”'
way. I am thoroughly aware of my responsibility in moving t}}:s motion. I
am conscious of the fact that I am referring to the name7 of His I%xcci.lcncy
the Governor in this connection, but I am not trying to lower His I:xcclllcnc_Y
in the estimation of anyone or call him into disreputc. # 1'he question 1s
whether the public have the right to use a road when an august person is
using that road however high that personage may be. In thlss case, Sir,
servants of the Government turned His Excellency into a public nuisance
in their inordinate zeal to serve him. His servants in their zcal to serve
him did him a great disservice and created public dissatisfaction. :

h The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is really arguing
the case:

. Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Yes. Sir. with your permission
{ Laughter). ’ » ‘

i 'ghe Hon’ble the SPEAKER : [ am to decide how far thi
in order,

. Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Sir, it was the conduct of Ithc ol
dians of law and order which was Compleu;ly out of order, but squ;ni:,
Sir, tI am}?uitc in order in moving this motion as it relates to an_cncroach-
ment on the rights of the public

The Hor’ble the SP{EAK({:ER.: What was that encroachment lzitr'lril

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Certain public roads were 87 % (870Y
and illegally closed to the public, hours in advancc © His LExc y
passing by that road. 1

4;:0:“ : ’HOW many hours ?
Speaker. g0 Ple Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD
8tk a0} ' as this incident according to my hon. frien
= nd 11th of this month, when he was himself present a it to. have
it was of such urgent publi’c importance, my hon. friend OUE

brought it here. The
: b S » i e came
fisct that it h}:)Ldn the very first day of the session when h ent because the

mAtEeT Was i h'smce appeared in the press is no arglllmmot:on is not in
order.  The ga ' Own personal knowledge. Thercfore, the o lesd one

: c int i - i wil 4
1o believe that tclmd point is that the wording of the motion e the police

hai closed ay : roughout the stay of His Excellency at Sile S i1t

: ow
that the poy; € roads, but from what I hear from him gad’ whea His
Excellenc s egulated the traffic on a particulal’ - motion alsg
is not in 3}();:,?)1:?.1“3 that road. Therefore, the terms 01 ist}:]’?()tion-
=3 orm. On thes . T oppose this 7 . »

s e I‘on’ble the SPE-’SIEIEIKO- grot{ndh I Pf;d o this adjour ﬂant
DHOn given n o : With rega I do not think

otice of by the hon. member Mr. Chanda,

s motion is

SAADULLA + Mr.
d took place on the
t Silchar, if really

took place. H, d'notlcc when he was at Silchar just at t

to show that he h_ld not think it important to make an enquiry- ghs.fg goes
urgent public jge ¢ Was not thinking that this matter would Pec ot any
it B Eaihile account of

that 1 th Portance, HC'DOW sa that < ading an )
impror:re ;}.s ‘i’;ﬁfﬂk‘ he has tabled thj{s& Irfoti:::t,cr ;c think this docs_ not
tabled, a motisg grtl ?E This Assembly met on the 15th and he co?ld have
public importance, at date if he thought that it was a matter Of urgent
f course, it migh
) th
hon. member oy ght be called a
a motion. And
in order.

h matter of recent occurrence. But the
ght to }zavc taken the carliest opportunity to _1ab1c such
n this view of the matter, 1 hold that the motion 1s not

S

1938.] TIME LIMIT FOR BUDGET DISCUSSION 135
Time limit for discussion of Budget

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Now, before the generdl discussion of
the budget begins, I wish to know how long the hon. members propose to:
sit to-day, in order to make up the time that could not be made available to
the House yesterday under very extraordinary circumstances. I knowimany
hon. members are anxious to tpeak ; but I am afraid it will not be possible
for all of them to get the opportunity to spcak within the utmost limit of the
time that will be available to the House to-day. And I wish also to_know
how many of the Hon’ble Ministers want to reply to the budget discussion
and to scttle the time upto which we should sit. 1 think that il we sit up till.
5 p.m. that would not be sufficient, as 1 have said many hon. members
want to speak. I, therefore, wish to ascertain from the House the hour
upto which the hon. members want to sit. i &

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULYL, : Sir, may we suggest that the House
discusses the budget up to 5 o’clock and allows Government from that time
onwards to take their own time to reply to the discussion. Then the
House will have say two and a half hours for the general discussion and
thereafter let Government (o take whatever time they desire.

Maulavi Dewapn MUH ) : ] 4
4-30 p.m. we shall want 1 AMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Sir, at

. S minutes for sayi r
Khan Sahib Mzylaw: ying our prayers.
¢hink, Sir, the House Cana:l MUDABBIR " HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : I

: : it up to 6 o'clock and beyond that it will be, I
think, very difficult for (he House to sit now-a-days. Sg et T UG p.l’n.

The Hox’ble the SPEAKER : wh
= : at about the request of the hon.
mc,;ag:r Maulavi Dewan Muhammad Ahbab Chaudhury fo?' adjourning for
pré i . .
Khan Sahib I\'I_aul:w; MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: It
n be done for 15 miny(es.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Again, I know, there is another
er time. What is the time for that ?

M:ﬂl;;'l l?l!:;van MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: At 6 o’clock.
The d.°“ € Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUSAMMAD SAADULLA: We
have to 2 Jc(l)um 10 minutes earlier. That should suffice for the preliminary
oiigmacatng .

€ n"biec the SPE :

The Homble hpa AKER : Thatt

ca

pray

s o akes away 25 minutes.
i avi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : 1
ink, Sir, we can adopt ¢ :
;;huro]’)can group. Pt the suggestion made by the hon. Leader of the

Srijut MAHI CHA _
pa. NDRA BORA :

ijut DEBE |
thcirst:i-g‘;- TWAR SARMAH: And after that Government can take

The Hon’ble th
¢hink it would be 4 il:-SaI;EAKER:

. I propose that we continue up

I am ready to sit till 7 p.m. ButI

also 2 qQUOTUmM and | thinkn o°n some members. The House should have

House will have ¢ . - o thatif the House was to sit up to 7 p.m. the
Maulayi ABDURa(;J{CX'mCds for want of a quorum even earlier.

will reply, Sir 2 HMAN: How many of the Hon’ble Ministers

The Hon’ble M
Five- lavi Sajyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

Maulavi ABDUR
Hon? RAHM y
; ‘tTtl;e bco?obl;-the SPEAKE‘;‘{N I think they can finish in half an hour.
llmlmany hon. m::?;tes foit each: Then I shall be compelled to fix the time
ilhis time limit ang Crs a5 Pos Sib;?embcr. I must give opportunities to

it jg settleq - I think the House

that .the would agree to

House will not sit beyond 6 p.m.
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* General discussion of the Budget

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Sir, one thing is certain that our

present budget does not involve any breach in our usual way of budgeting
and there is nothing spectacular in it to arrest our special attention. 1
do not pay any importance as to whether a ‘budget is shown to be a
deficit one or surplus or balanced one. So loizz as the standard of public
welfare and administration are in a rudimentary stage and the teeming
masses are illiterate, so long as the public kealth and sanitation are
most elementary, so long as we do not enjoy education and judicial
autonomy, our province must be styled as a * deficit one.” But perhaps
the provincial Government is not to be blamed whol y for this Condmo,n
of our province. After all they are facing a paradox. Whercas more
money is required for various nation building departments of this province,
enlightened “public opinion is intent upon gradually decreasing or ?J”);
eradicating almost all the provincial items of revenues such as :m:-
revenue and excise, Most of the items, an increasc of which is wc}cf‘.m:)i'
falls under the Central CGovernment and a considerable am;un A
money 1s charged upon the revenues of this province. Under tion
clrcumstances, it has become impossible to shape the financial ﬂd'mm’tm..?w
of this province, faced as the Government is with an inclastic Ur.dccrca--;;tz
Tevenue on one hand and the need for a progressing administration On the
other ‘hand. Hence ‘'we have no other alternative but to ask ([)ILCI'IS
Government again to make strong representations to the proper _a“‘hor-lnc'c
for the abolition of the Upper House and for the allotment to this P.”":l‘ s
ot the proceeds of duty on oil. Government has already promisc that
to take Steps in this matter and thcy must convince the authorities il
our  provincial pursc is almost empty to mecet the demands for progress
an dcvelopmcntal purposes. t is
framligr?t Sir, despite the limitations under which the Govcrr(liﬂ":gn“ivc
€ 13 present budget, there is room to strike a new note and to g -
& New orientatign. The "Government should give up the penny wise aI
pound foolish Procedure of saving a 'housand here or a thousand t}:cric::.
¢ter to pay Paul but must be !aold and take courisg;ry
for progressive o~ G°Wn some heavy items which are not at all I'{c;son as
o whyg tchsxsuvc adrplnistx'at'On. Sir, _ii' lh'ls is done, thgrc 13 no 1(3in this
P fc establishment of a University and a High Court £ this
- elidor whichs.a resolution was adopted in the last session of &
fOUSﬁ by a huge majority should be dclayed any longer. The ‘omlsj'_in
of these two items has disappointed the public and the legistatures alike
and Government should give serious consideration in these matters.

As regards the small items of the present budget, I thank the Govern-
ment for making some provision for better teaching of Assamese at the
Cotton College and in Calcutta. I do ‘mot grudge the grant made for
new premises for the Dawson Aided High School.  But the apathy shown
to the repcated demands of the Dibrugarh = Government Girls’ School
cannot be justified. More than ten years ago a plot of land was purchased
to make new buildings but this land still remains unutilised. On the
other hand the present premises of the school are in a dilapidated condition
and the attention of the Government was drawn to this fact last year.
But it has gone unheeded, '

I do not want to dilate upon the administration of the various
Government departments at length but I take this opportunity of saying
a few words with regard to the Government Excise policy and *the
administration of the Assam Valley Schools.

)

B
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Since Vernacular has become the medium of instruction for the
Matriculation examination, it is absolutely necessary that the Assam Valley
schools should be managed by Assamese teachers. But it has been found
very often that teachers from the oth'r Valley are brought to this Valley
and these gentlemen have to pass two or three years before they can
express themselves in Assamese properly,  No teacher from this Valley has
ever been deputed to Surma Valley and for the interest of Assam Valley no
teacher from other valiey should be brought to this valley.

So far as Government excise policy is concerned, the attempt to eradi-
cate the opium habit has been frustrated by the sale of opium saved by
riving short weight.  This kind of smuggling must be stopped either by
increasing the staff or by Inttoducing the pill .ystem even though it may
involve a little expense.

I am glad to find that Government js making some provision to increase
the teaching stafl of the Berry-White Medical School. The school, inspite
of its immensc 1mportance, has been always found neglected. In this
connection I wouid like to draw the attention of the Government to the
difficulty ol water-supply in its hospital and T hope that Government will
make_some provision for this purpose. The few suggestions I have made
will, I hope, be accepted by the Government so that the best is made of the

resent,LesOUIGEs andithe avenue.is open 46, come to closer grips with the
financial problems.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL, :
of ten minutcs little Opportunity js
Hudget Spcc_ch. 1 Wl!l endeavour
+ Group; think to be important,

But first there are two requests that I would like to bring to the notice
of Governmcn:l—-_(:l}:e,‘that as the Mptor Vehicles Act has been operating for
‘he past yeal wilf reasonable satisfaction, on the whole, we would i?wite
Government fO afford us an opportunity of reviewing the work of this Act
There arc certain anomalies, Inequalities and, in cases, real hardships and
we wou_lsddausic that an Opportunity may be afforded for doing justice \’thre
& Sticc 1 J %

Jju The sccond request is that Government should give their serious consi-

. to the appointment £ ini icati
ration ) of a Minister for commun
e ot mean one Minister shoylq 1 P i At e

hat all matters relatin
ii‘ouf years ago thef IIE.uropean Gro
roment of India apg ; : :
e Gove ! nd In spite of 1 i
:}; s, thgy al timately sycor. pite much opposition extending over
which we bchcv;:: Is now
loping fast
are ‘iﬁ-\gwgys,groa d:“ﬁ:ﬁ’gh 0t perhaps as fast as we should like. If now
tl;:f: portfolio, it is possi blcwt?)ys: Posts and Telegraphs could be combired in
;)ary 9 V’:le it tto a‘{loi d mistak;:wew the whole field and this is VEry neces-
And now to the By £
we are invited to reviewci}g]et 1tself, i It has always struck me as difficult that
have the actuals for 1936‘3“‘3’3 year's figures at one and the same time. We
et proper for 1938_3 : the revised estimates for 1937-38 and the Bud-
Governmctn;g‘: Considey if ti]i Nnot now dilate on this subject but will ask
does noin In’i;{l N othey S 18 the best method of Prssenting the Budget.
provinces ndia, 5o Countries although it extends to most of the
ider, as simplicit, atter for the Retrenchment Committee to

onst ‘1ee, ac :
nents alike “ountancy will help members and the depart-

!
Mr. Speaker, Sir. Within the limits
afforded to make what may be called a
to stress one or two points which we, as

ere in Assam communications
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My next point is that we are fared with a deficit for the year 1?38-3‘).
It may be urged that the deficit is a small one, being only 4 lakhs 0!"-1 upees,
but 4 lakhs in a Province with such slender resources is an appreciable

nt and we must bear in mind that there is no provision made for

cinin 1 calamities, floods, droughts, ete. Our 4 lakhs, therefore, may not
0 Cabl extend to a larger amount. But it is not the size of the deficit
e iti)::isc so much as that budgeting for a deficit at all oflends one of
> w'eng{ les which we place in the forefront of our policy-—solvency and a
lt)l:ﬁalr)lrclcd Il))udgct. This principle is as necessary in State as in domestic
affairs., The repercussions of a deficit budget are widespread but I will
fer t.o two aspects for the moment. It is well known that we are already
zgdcbted to the Centre to the tune of 30 lakhs, for which we shall have to
undertake a loan during the coming year. Obviously we shall have to pay
a higher rate of interest than would normally be the case it we had a balanc-
ed f)udget for, with the Stflt.c as with the 1nd1v1d_ual, the condition of one’s
credit determines the conditions of accommodation. I do not overlook the
fact that in certain circumstances Gpvcrnmcnt may be cxpl)nrr;}sscd
ing that the loan is not fully subscribed. Another -consideration
long as Government is content to budget for a deficit, a {celing of
sibility is left in the minds of uninformed and uncducatcd_p‘copl‘c.
that if a loan can be taken to _makc up for current deficiencies,
entitled to ask for more remission or the provision of more amenities, feel-
ing that Government has a bot.tomlcss \ycll into which it is only necessary to
dip a buckct every time replenishment is required.  Rather le_an_crc.ltc this
impression, I would have expecied every department to curtail its expendi-
ture by 1} per cent. which would have saved 4 lakhs, and balanced the
Budget. . ol s _

But while I deplore a deficit, I am no pessimist and I can admire the
manner in which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has taken sm‘ck of his
position. His ch'ef asset is land and on page 3 of his Budget Speech he
indicates the expectation of an expansion of land revenue as the result of
the recommendations of the Line Committee. Not only so, but we would
indicate the necessity [or the bcu.er use of the land ; in other words, the
i ent of agricultural practice. i
unpr%\:;n Hon’blegthe SPEEKER : The hon. member is exceeding the
tlmelslr:'l.ltf'. W.HOCKENHULL : I would a;k yc_)lv.llr in_d:ﬂ%ﬁncn;, Sir.

ter of expanding land revenue will resis € temptation

of arllt?citEZtl':tllgt t%e repIc)\rt of gthf: Line -Committcc., nc}‘]‘il(;ﬁfh;\’;ﬂdilfollo}v
Mr. Debeswar Sarmah through the labyrinth of ﬁgumsf ‘::'1 e ged in
Jast Wednesday. I will reassure him, and all who fe 4 i that if
z the expansion of cultivable waste land proceeds no faster than
3it'the fytrre 15 years, it will take 100 to 120 years to scttle the vy
during the PaSii a}:tc land in this Province. Land being the VPl’incio ¢
of the_cultwab cfvéovemme“t’ it is necessary that it should be treated apal
stock in trade o Propaganda should be indulged in, so that 5 2% a

Juable possession. ropdg ,re§ldcnt
valua Province who wishes to take up waste land may k_now where ¢ i, i
Y s tzohc can take it up, whether or not premium will be demanded’and
\t/vhail ;?n he should go for assistance. Further, orderly settlement
ow

g - instead of

. d system which now prevails is essential. A peyw block shou]
the lgipo;‘;fz‘é bcyi"ore an old one is completely filled an_d these blocks, bc(?;ri
noilcmcnt should be mapped out so that road Sites,  hat sites, wells,
f:gtnghaﬂ, "etc., should-all appear on the map to avoid what has been aptly

called ¢ rural slums .

by find-
1s that so
irrespon-
They feel
they are

—

i
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With regard to the improvement of agricultural practice, I_statcd in
December that we would give definite schemes at this Budget Session. Fgr.
two reasons I propose not to do  so—fiest because the Agricultural .pt_)rtfoho
has.changed hands and it would be unfair not to give the new Minister a
chance. I have no wish to flatter him. I have worked with him both here and

in Delhi over a period of 4 years; from his drive, his energy, his broad outlook

and his deep sympathy for the welfare of the agriculturists I have every hope
that we shall see a ready improvem

ent. But there is another reason why Iam
diffidentiin spesking an; this subject, for during January I travelled. with the
Line Committee and visited the Mymensinghia setilements. I have seen. the
finest agriculture in the world and it would be impertinent on. my part to
suggest anything other than imitating the Mymensinghia immigrants.
There, in the off season, you may see anything from 25 to 40 varicties of
crop:; where every bigha, nay every lusha is occupied ; where you will find
splendid cattle, stall fed from the crops of the agriculturists themselves grow;
where they understand the secret of improving the soil by growing manurial
crops ; and where milk sells at 16 seers for the rupee.

I wou!d recommend my Assamese friends to see these things for them-
selves, for it is the best method ofimproving their own agriculture.
_We have already stated that remission of land revenue is but a
alliative. If we are to improve the condition of the agriculturists, in the
end-avour. to have a sturdy independent and self-reliant population, we
e (r)rf c:iic,ina:)r;% tin:] siogan which I submit fox;’ your
cr tha ol ma consume more .
Babu H_AR‘ENDR!_& NARAYAN CHAU};)HUR); : Mr. Speaker, itis
really our mislortune, Sir, that we have been deprived of the pleasure of
hearing the budget Introductory orations of the hon. gentlemen adorning
the Government bct}chcs excepting  the hon. gentleman in charge of the
finances Of our province. We were cagerly awaiting for this occasion, Sir
we had 2 (lil“_'lf)““)’ 1o see how the 3 new occupants of the Ministerial Gadds
figure 10 thell' respective spheres and share the responsibility they have
taken upon their shoulders. Ay least I had a natural longing to see how
the two hon. gcnt‘lcmcn. hailing from my own subdivision play their parts.
But, Sif; the Hon'ble F Inance Minister has disappointed us,. He concluded
his intEOd“‘}t‘i‘I" Y SPEeCh"-le_t ¢ quote his own words  the Ministry has
dcpi‘dcdtl;z c‘;‘n‘i’r‘: }t) uii ctrt‘;'yloua practicc_ of Finance Minister alone intro-
fiu;lggmattcr “ary ancex:m ti:::r cl\lrlil:lqmy thus remaing unsatisfied, but as
it i ble. ! misters themselves I have noth.ng to
gFHE inistry has 1
e L e changerh, pos ¢en reshuffled. This reminds me of the Poet’s words

(o0 sing “ TINg out the g1q ding Place to new " and I am naturally inclined

; and rine 1 3 . ) B
been reshuffled ; T dg no e ‘.I:'t;t In the new . Sir, the Ministry has

~we now find a gal| OW with what results. Instead of a gallaxy of
ﬁ:gvincc of Assam_g' ,fxg’r thsu: illuminaries in the political fermament of the
g}r I do not know ¢ have been two subtractions and three additions,

ik demonstration . of mathematical calcula-
A€ Do ;

result. Time . vy, 1 %ui;:“‘;?l Or make it worss. The time will only show the
by the gallant K. h oM wh ip of administration piloted

;1] steer throyg} auhati wit: ; i
il cror. the theyouot with the help of 5 other hon. sailors
a ndmra::% there Will be gananhj tcH}’;penuom seas of opposition to a safe

L T o Other ship-w h

ha'pPM;u favi Deyyy, ip-wreck as one that has only recently

n
(he: hos. member e o b?‘gﬁi?dw AHBAB. CHAUDHURY : Wil

= e B SK
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* . (Voices from the Congress bench—We cannot -follow what the hon:
i 3 or.
mcmggll‘)i ?;}XQEEPEDIQ{A NARAYAN CH'UDHURI: Iam no Prophet,
Sir. So I make no prophecy. ButI crave the indulgence of the House to
;hc;w to the hon. members a cartoon depicting the future of the Saadulla
Cabinet that has been printed in th_c Amritabazar Patrika the day bcfor.\:
yesterday. Here is the cartoon, Sir. (The member here showed a cartoon)
(Lﬁuﬁ?ﬁl::\?i.ﬂewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Sir, is it a
2
relevant speect ENDRA NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: The hoh, menibes
may better ask the Hon'ble Speaker whether 1 am speaking relevant or
1rrdc’”l‘iitt:tfuturc will show whether Amritabazar Patrika is a true or a falge
prophet. Sir during the last year’s budget discussion the Ministry was
criticised not only by the Congrcss bcnchf:g but by other parties represent-
ing all shades of opinion in this House. The Ministry was criticised for not
coming forward with a plan or programme. If I remember aright, it was
perhaps Hon’ble Mr. Abdul Matin  Chaudhuri—he was then without the
prefix ‘Hon’hle’—who was first to take the Ministry to task for this lapse on
their part ; it was he who sct the ball rollirg and other members took up the
subject he started. Instead of coming forward with a straight answer the
Chief Minister tried to evade the issue and lay '.hc. blame at the d‘?O_fS of
the Opposition I am quoting his words “ Ministry has been criticised
and very vigorously [or not proclaiming a programme. T'want to ask this
House was it necessary for me to publish a programme in this House when
we know the mentality of the opposite benches ?? Sir, it is not a sccret that
Congressmen entered the legislature with the avowed object of wrecking
the constitution thrust upen us against our will. I do not deny that, but
at the same time it shoula not be forgotten that we are not unwilling to do
a bit of constructive work through our legislatures. Now, if th.t‘ Minist
shows some inclination of doing some bcncﬁ‘t‘ to the country, if they are
desirous of doing something for the poor toiling masses, do not sce any
reason why we should stand in its way and obstruct. Are we dep_rlvcd of
reason ?  Are we mad that we should oppose anything and evcry‘thmg that
come from our opposite ?  Sir, the Congressmen had been accused of many
things by the highest to the lowest in the land. but they have not y-t been
accuse | oflunacy. I have doubts, Sir, whether our Ministers have the
capacity of evolving out any programme for the amelioration of the condi-

tion ol the poor masses a programme for the benefit of the country. If they
had, they would have come forward with it by this time. Instead, the

Chief Mini ter, during the last budget session, assumed the role of injureq
innocence and like one *“ more sinned against Fh_an sinning sa}id « if any
programme for rural uplift come from the Ministry it is nothing. Well,
if it come from the opposite it is magnificent »,

Sir, I have gone through the introductory budget speech of the Hon’ble
Finance Minister with atiention and care it deserves. The whole speach
reveals a bluffing tendency on his part to show us that his intentjop is to do
something good,—holding out hopes never to the fulfilled, ] now take the
literty of quoting abstracts Irom his speech to Prove my assertiong I
would rcfer to page 6 of his speech “ the preservation of old and anc'ient
familics frcm total ruinis engaging the Ministry’s consideration”, Agitin
in page 8 *“ it is the aim of this Government to encourage such self-help anq
i aprevements in the rural areas”.  Again in the same page referring to the
¢ prohibition * he says *“ the Ministry is however aljv

c / llve to the importance of
this subject and they are giving considerable attention to it";

i

\Lf'
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Sir, I will not take up the time of the hon. mambers by drawing their
attention to various *° engaging the atterition of the Government ” printed

in the whole speech. * They havz certainly noticed it in the speech of the
Hon’hle Finace Minister.

Sir, T will not try to enter into the labyrinth of ficures shown in the

budget lest T should be lost in the wilderness of statistics and may not find
my way out. Many hon. memYears who are experts in figures have already
dealt with them and some will deal with the subject threadbare after me.
But I ask—is there any necessity of examining the figures, Sir ? Last vear
we cricd hoarse and exercised our lunes to the highest pitch and voiced forth
our gricvances for redress. But the Ministry has turned a deaf ear to -hem.
I have grave apprchension—why I am sure—our cry will be a cry in
wilderness this year too. For what can we expect from a Minisry, Sir,
which is more busy in stabilising its position than giving attention to the
crying demands of the country ? It is nn exaggeration, Sir, when I say
that I labour undei: no delusion or false hope that some tangible benefit
will accrue from this Ministry—a Ministry bossed by one who is well known

for his communal bias like his comneer in the Bengal Cabinet—I mean
The Hon'ble the SPEAKE X

R : The hon. member’s time is almost

up-

Bg_l:u {I?HRENDRA, NARAYAN CHAUDHURI: I will finish it
soon, ICib th C:}} Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Haque, who has been aptly
dcscrlli:,c y the industan  Standard of Calcutta as the ¢ Mad Maulla of
Bcnga -

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER ;
is not here. He should not pe criticised.

Babq HARENDRA N ARAYAN CHAUDHURI :
criticise him becauce that wil] be unp

Order, Order—Maulavi Fazlul Haque

: +. {[ am not going to
> . unparliamentary, oud laughter) 1
ot going so far, Sir, and call Sir Saadulla the ¢ Mad Muﬁn of”Assazln}

because that may be Unparliamentary. And to crown all, Sir, he has got a
pohucal t‘imt'coat HSSh:s worthy lieutenant.
Sir, last year Sir Saadulla taunted the Coner i
' 2 : ed t gress  Party by savin
¢« if the CCOUI'IU"Y Waf) Pff!pat_‘cq to accept the Congress idca.l, WCY wo{ud hav%
had _thch t"?ﬁ;c” arty sitting on this side of the House to-day, but the
fact 1S tointry icso‘:lrcl)?‘)’rhas not accepted the Congress ideal, thc’ majority
he ¢ s havcto that opinion.” Shrewd and experienced politician
as he is, O tell him why this iss0 ? Shal] have toptcll h;m
that eult would haye b‘és Commur}al A\A\;s.}"cil crccatcd an artificial electorate
se. it ommunal
here be a gcncx:al el 5 . :
;i]l e Tiers to Witness & diﬂ"crcntp pulation and adult fra
Maulavi MU AN
talking about budgct ?

Award gone, let

nchise basis, he
scene and to tell a different tale.

AMJAD ALI: Is the
The Hzon’ble th

of the province, ¢ SPEAKER ! Yes, he is speaking about the grievance
Babu HAREND

1 could not cry 1 "RA NARAYAN cHAUDHUR] .,
Mr. Hockenhull, 5 ]t: WYah on the present Ministry like
7 Rev. L, GATpyy 43 ﬁmni§hcd, Sir. ;

the bf.uci%;isim- 1_933-39H,‘ Sir, I must confess that my knowledee of
Chie tspccchc;—- in ineg JAWn mainly from the speech made bt;, the
pudg® _ Hade ouse and also from the

b Ucing j¢ before the H
eral of the members. And S0,

few re € oth

1 hopc & : Marke a cr day by sev

. .= allotted to 0d sy : :

e a me wij be q%';{f:tx&{]tsh_that I am going to make during the
© Within the scope of the budget.

hon. member

I am sorry, Sir,
my hon. friend
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i oint of view, I find the budget a very disappoint-
ingo?:;’ fr;)tmismzci?}:;? I:hc one for commendation nor for just cu:rt?cism.
It no doubt shows that Government are fully alive to the urgent claims and
needs of the unemployed youth and for the uplift of the rural population
and the development of the resources of the province—but at the same
time it clearly indicates that Government have yielded and arec always
willing to yield to the clamour of the people for a reduction in land revenue,
for remission of agricultural loans and other such things, etc., in order to

. the people. . i . )
llght%r\:”::: t‘;l;d;?l f::t;)mcs I:o, is this,—increased and increasing expenditure,

. income. This to me, it appears, it the position
l_)utagli?dua]alzcdc]:::;?mii this province. This being the case, therefore
lti’ln':wg;lcief‘;Zinistfr and his Colleagues deserve our full sympathy and hearty

COho?It‘Tlaut_fl)th'Y of devising ways and means for increasing the income of this
c

ink the Ministers alone, but to a v
proviea T esaTng I pcrson?cilzvl';};lrﬁk,t}?: Ministers are rcspénsible for tl:ci:.
large extent on this I-'I]E)I':lscchbf Minister in his great anxicty to make it
policy and action. N he budget in future years went 30 far as ¢,
possible at least to l')aldnfgcr;i:ing more revenue, if it should be found
suggcslgl e pOI:SIblht};p(::n further areas of land for settlement unde,
advisable, to throw
the Colonisation Schcrgc.l_mo the Chicf Minister’s words which was o
h A?Otlggcw?)? 131&6 hon. members from the op%osmon side, and j¢
there, DY : ‘ - and fi speech.

. 2 ent and nery Sp
became 11’.16 text for his very dﬂ?;ly e with the hon, member who so

Looking ahead, I achn. P;tcd the justice of reserving all uncultivated
ardently and str_ong}?’ a ‘3?“6 for the people who have always lived in
and arable land in the pro he ruling of the Central Government or
the province. Whatever may be the ng e . )

P tie . ding to it in regard to immigration, I think
any authoritive body corresponding ; Bould h :

: : : ous province should have the right
that this province being an autonom Pf r the present or the fut
and power to reserve land for its Own usc o ure
generation. ] ) '

Having the same principle in view oOr rather the fg(?lldcn ru}chof “do
as you would be done by » I much regret that I utterly fail to see the point
of ‘contention on the part of the hon. member when he _thrc?'cn‘cd to u:ge
the removal of the capital from Shillong to the pla}ns, lf: Government
- refuscsto make it possible for non-Khasis to secure land in Shillong.

To me, Sir, the threat is a'very ‘welcome one. For it will mean if jt
be ‘carried out to its successful end that the capital will then be removed

to the British portion of these hills from which I come. Ido not pretend
to prophesy, but the tug of war between the two valleys will help to fulfl
my anticipation. - )

Y Labouring under ‘that supposition, I can see that the grievances of our
subdivision will then be redressed. We shall have good -motor roads
‘connecting the two valleys and bringing the greater bulk of the population .of
the province nearer and closer to the new capital. Educational and medjcal
facilities and plenty of good water-supply which are so sadly lacking will
be adequately provided for without asking for them.

But what is still more better is ‘that the inspections'and visits of officers
who are directly connected with ‘the various sides of the life of the

subdivision will be ‘more frequent and not few and far between

. : as th
are now, probably being the fault of the present age. In these day;.co);'
motor car, the people being ‘very much dis-inclined to travel on foot,

el

dwu]d seriously p

orOpost to repay soq . "

e get and showed
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the importance of a locality is very often determined by the convenience
of travelling.

I am -afraid, I am digressing from the point. And fo come
to it wh_mh. 15 a very important one—I ask the question—will there
be any justification for saddling the colossal expenditure on the poor
agricultun.its m‘ostly which would be involved in the removal of the
capital from Shillong ? Certainly none—for it will not be for the benefit
of the pcop!c as a whole in the province—but only for the sake of the

personal gain _and enjoyment of the few intelligentsia and rich people
who are non-Khasis,

This 1s a very delicate and serious

: . matter. Both the -British Govern-
ment and the Legislature of the

* g province need to go into it very carefully
i 2 i -

and cct;::izx:;t\lvoausli}. We must be consistent, Sir, when we.do not want land

to be Y Irom us by an act of legislation. It is not right and just

for- us to pu:lpl’]'?ss‘_"c_ on the British Government to take away land from
the Siem and his jurisdiction over jt.

_ It 1s a common knowledge that this province of ours is a unique one.
1t is the whole of India in

s realise must 1 a nutshell. And this fact which we do not
3]‘;§¥1g BT S o ::t brought to the forefront of our consciousness in
ccc.s oF divere intcré’st and criticising it. In it we find people of various
riimitivc man toha ofatl}llcj: of different cultures ranging from that of a
: m ler
P No budget will be g s ost modern one.

atisfactory on ‘hicl i
Rl U y ¢ which does not bear the impress
of this fac egislature or cabinet will be a just and fair mindcdponc

ich does not include in its 5 . o
?:;h]lifc 10 ‘thastunch, ti C()};;i{;,;zti??c H.I}I.all:lldlllc.flppe}? &acc—gwmg a start
- 1 es whic ave had no o tuniti
! ast to improv ; Pportunities
, the P Prove and bhetter t es ati :
,clc OnomlCa"Y' ol hemselves educationally, and
e pcople of t oTTEeT

T};rgijcull:l i andﬁt}back\\fald_ areas and backward tracts have been so

long 1n cy suffer 1n silence. ThC}’ have not bCE‘.Il able to

heir voice heard i y
make t g 'd 1n the chorus of claims made b
advanced parties or communities, 7 ot strongind

takin :
Bt.;fot‘ifc attegtigy Scf?t I want to emphasise the same fact and urge
8 'upi)fccl I have dnnco ntmhc g"abmu and the House. After I have done
s ; © duty leavi t to
.'gcl)ln:.scicncc of the lcglslature.?. ¥ Jeving. She rest.. 16 #ho good sense. and
Last but not the least, I foq] I must not for
the response to the a . :

Ppeal for relief work i
e S s el g ioned o the purp
e amo Cll an T ivelv 5
1]::1;_ r ?ads fortha COnVClll)i:ndclcl:Ct:)\i‘etlﬁ spent on the construction of two new
srijut GAURIKANTA ¢ general public.

¢hrough the budget op¢ TALUKDAR : Mr. Speaker, Sir, as I go

B¢t to thank Governm nt for
he Jowai subdivision out of
purpose. ‘The greater portion of

> questio rik . g
arc our Governmeng dnviqng thr‘n strikes me most. And that is: whither
_they not going to plungc s 1 pProvince in matters—financial ? And .are

most iMPOrLant quegtic. decp solvency ? This to me, seems to be the

1d seriously ¢ ?ir;l d?r B we are confronted with and  which we..all

3 = : al . -
lted a deficit closing %t;als It transpires that in the year 1936-37 there
th Oif‘lscc 0fTrs.30,65: And it had to be met by a
ment of India which loan our (Government

To
For the curreny r later - !
Year, gip " VY floating a loan in the open market.

TR SL ur Ministr i i
which is b SYrplyg oF Y presented us with an inflated
o ased on E:S 2,26.  But alas, the revised estimate, of
€St actuals has disclosed a decrease of

esu
Femmporary loan for:

the ¥
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Trs.6.07 over the current year’s sanctioned estimate on the revenue sidc_:.
That being the case, there is every likelihood of there being a big deficit
in this year as well. _

Coming to the present budget we find, Sir, that our Ministry have
grown wiser in the meantime and they have not, therefore, indulged in
presenting us with a surplus budget. They have placed this time the
dismal facts before us in their natural nakedness and have frankly admitted
that the present revenue estimate discloses an excess of expenditure charged
to the revenue to the tune of Trs.4,62,

Thus, we find, Sir, that our Government are leading us from deficit to
deficit from year to year. But are there any sign of their making any bold
and cffective attempt to mecet these accumulated deficits and save the
province from impending insolvency—not to speak of makinz some saving
for financing the starving nation-building departments ? Except the
common place ms=thod of approaching the Central Government with a
begging bowl for loans and the casy but ruinous way of inviting immigrants
to come and help him in running the administration, the Hon’ble Finance
Minister has not practically been able to sugeest or come forward with any
other means of meeting t-e gradually growing deficits. He regrets that
in spite of their best efforts his Ministry could not get the funds for any heavy
list of new schemes. But what effors the Ministry made have not yet been
disclosed. Probably they have heen struggling more for their own existence
than for solving the life a d death problems of the nation. They will, 1
believe, plead and, as a matter of fact, they have pleaded that the Gov-
crnment coffer has bren robbed of several lakhs of rupeces and that they
have been made helpless by this House by reducing land revenue and
insisting upon remission of the outstanding agricultural loans. But, Sir,
is it a sound plea and will this plea go o solve the hard _Pmb,}cms of Tteting
the deficits and bringing back solvency of the Province ?  Or will thjg
excuse satisfy our people ? Certainly not. In reply to this plea our people
will, on the other hand, ask the Ministry pertinent questions like thege.
Have the Ministry seriously endeavoured to find out any new sources of
income for replenishing the Government co_ffer? Have they Properly
attempted to exploit the immense mineral, agricultural a_nd forest resourceg

of the Province ? Have the Ministry ever thought of taxing the well-to-dg
people who are at present going practically untaxea though they are
earning thousands of rupees annually ? Haves the Government sinccrc]y
attempted to practise economy by amalgamating suitable Departmentg
and doing away with some of the superfluous high posts ? Have
they made any scrious efforts to remove the ruinous top-heaviness of
the administration ?  Have they been earnest and sincere in taking
advantage nf’the labours of the Resources and Retrenchment Committes
Has the Hon blt_: Fm'ance Mmlstf:r been able to give any convincin
reason for_thc inordinate delay in rot finishing the labours of the
s.azd Committee 7 Have our .popufar'Minisfcrs ever thought of making a
little sa_crlﬁce by way of reducmg their salary (except of course for their
own existence) and lhercbxj paving llhc path of general reduction of the
princelv pays of our high officials ? Haye thev not seen—how nob]
and efficienity the Congress Mini*t(?}“s witb humble salaries are discharginé
their arduous CIU'HCS in mighty provinces like Madras and Bombay ? Even
in our own province Ifthc_a Hon’lle Mr. Akshay Kumar Das can dischargc
the dutlc:s _ol a minister _wuh a.month]_yr sa}arv of Rs.750, what prevents the
other Ministers from being satisfied with similar salaries ? These are some

of the vital questions, Sir, our people will justly ask. And the Hon’hle

fl

Shagis
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Ministers shall have to give a good answer to them if they want to clgim
confidence of the people and of this House and to hold the most responsible
position in which they have been placed.

We also find, Sir, our Minist y talking in season and out of season how
they have sacrificed huge amounts of money by reducing land revenue,
But can they honestly say that the reduction has been adequate ? Have
not the Government been compelled to admit that acute distress is still.
prevailing arnongst the cultivators due to poor price of agricultural
produces ? Moreover, can the Government deny that the burden of
taxation has been very heavily and most inequitably laid upon the poor
cultivators beyond any comparison ? And are not they, therefore, crying
hoarse for 50 per cent. reduction of land revenue ? And can arybody
rightly say .th_at their demand is unreasonable ? Moreover what have our
Hon’ble I\’Ilmsl;crs done to give relief to the Nisf-kherajdars and the vast
number of their under-tenants > Are ot their grievances as keen and

enuine as those of the holders of the kheraj estates ? And do the Ministry
expect to I-;_ee_p our people pleased with these cruel denials ?

QOur Ministry cannot even justly claim the credit of the petty relief
the cultivators have obtained from the revenue reduction. For did the
Hon’ ble Ministers grant this reljef gracefully of their own accord or did
they do so unc_icr unavoidable Pressure from this House ?  There again,
Sir, as w¢ all know, did not our Hon’ble Revenue Minister cleverly manage
to frustrate the un‘}f“m(’.us desire of the House by imposing upon us a
so-called Revenue Enquiry Committee ?

One word about the monopoly over the Gauhati-Shillong Road. Sir, the

rievances of the Plegple f.‘_f my valley arising out of the monopoly granted
to the Col‘ﬂm‘f’r_“:‘,at ?)rrymg Company Limited, have been made abundantly
c ear to the Mmlstl‘)f’ .C‘)’Ond any doubt and at least two of the Hon’ble
Ministers h?-vﬁ ng hl 1C1r personal knowlc-:lge in this matter. But though the
time of exr_)lfY‘i)_ the EXisting contract is drawing very near, we have not
seen any sgno OUI‘fMlmstry moving in this matter and taking any step
whatsoever for any future arrangement. On the other hand the mighty
an w_}nchl h_z}ve been enjoying the monopoly so long, are, it is
repofted’ doing their best to strengthen their footing by various means. Let
ister will have strength enough to resist the

us hop d A
formidablcaclllcdm\iil?l t[a}]ljtt e‘:illlI probab\ly be made by the Company for a fresh
monopoly [V steps tor some future arrangement that will

: -elief to the people of
ive real re b’ my valley.
B One word more about my guwn constituency and I finish, There is a

liquor shop, Sir, 4t D . A :
(]]e of the ,enti;e iochantola about three miles away from Nalbari.

; ality including Nalbari s

L = . I arl are persisteatly an
Pathenca“) ‘pP_c“h.“g to the authorities for bolishi ot Vo
Iy to their mislortune +. : €s lor abolishing the shop. But
Stra!jg?,gtinu ng the shop 1o 1t 1s now reported that the Department instead
ot better sale of thay 8oing to shift it to Nalbari itself where they
EJ;I;?: that our Hon’ble Mirﬁ":imqtous liquid. Now, will it be too much to
Jeased to conﬂz’fde to the PDpuTr In charge of the Excise Department will be
PI€%° Lijut OMEO K AR demand and abolish the shop altsgether ?
has been presented to th;o Ho AS: My, Speaker, »ir, the budeet that
he heart of an agriculgy. OUS_E has no feature in it to raisc any Ohopc in
7 t?r.xsands'- ol REISONS are ;o2 1 the heart of labourer, Thousands and
tl-loccs India to work iy, Lhegt'ecl”uitc:{ every year {rom the distant pro-
vin their 2;—‘;‘;‘3 :—:nq ho Qet;q plangations of Assam. They are made
are P in g .. St kith and kin, and” Whes they come

a i
may use the term used by the

country
The peopP

herc t 8 fence, jf T
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report on labour. (Mr. HOCkC"_]l’c‘Ilu"—'
Question.) Sir, eleven lakhs of people, including five lakhs of chi -rc?d’
have been made to live within these plantations ibolatqd from the wor
outside. (Mr. Hockenhull—Que tion.) You may question 1t, but it is a
fact. (Mr. Hockenhull—not true.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member should be' allowed
to proceed. * bud

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Sir, I scarchcd_thc pages of budget
to find if there is any provision made for the amelioration of these 1148102“?113
of people, but I was disappointed. The meagre provision of Rf-_ o&*
the B class primary schools is absclutely nothing. It means {lot:llllg :‘;“
it is only a drop in the occan. Nothing is being done for Lhc.::rg ucation
or for their evolution as citizens. Sir, under the new consttution, Sﬁmc
labourers in some sclected areas have been given the “g}l:_t_ ﬁfiracnc 1'3’6'
And they have been permitted to send representatives tot tlb c?;lsil;cd lt.lct)
I am sorry to state here that these representatives are¢ not p
go to the voters without the permission of the managers (Shame).

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Untrue. s etad

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: I repcat they are not P"‘",m‘“" to go
to their voters without the permission of the managers (S hame, shame).

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: No, no. Itisuntrue.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order. .

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: They have got no access 10 their own
voters and the managears within the gardens are their masters and no one
can go within without perinission. .

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : Sir, I must risc to a point of protest
The statements which are being made are literally untrue.

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: Sir, [ say that they cannot go to them,
they cannot speak to them, they cannot hold any hope to them what
they can expect from the legislatures and they cannot tell them what they
should do to better their standar | of life, to better their conditions, as if
they are destined to live forever within the plantations.

Sir, T had the privilege of working with Messrs. Purcell a
Labour Member of Parliamant and Hallsworth who were deputed by the
British Trade Union Congress to visit India and to report on the Indian
labour conditions. I was with them for seven days when they toured round
this province. The report that they published can be had and the report
also condemns this. The Whittley Commission also stated that $5
objectionable on principle to isolate so many labourers from the . as
outside and to their being closed up in the ring-fence of the gardenorld
charge the Government for not having done anything on these recomp, I
dations. I charge this new recgime which is said to have brought en.

P hat they have not taken any step in this directiqn W
order into the land t Y gt on.
| the Government has made it obligatory on lease-holders of g
Bengal, . ds north to south and east to west open to h tea
estates to keep th~ roads n st v ¢ pubj;
: t has not taken any step in this direction. | 1,
But this Governmen : ) nee
4 e i f persons who have had to put u PR 1 101
cite here the instances 5 by even death for havin P with sy g
nay, had to pay the penalty by ¢ g§ entered the Sacrcé
precincts of garde .s. - .
. 1 must tell you that T am ]norbcamcc awldy by emotion when I say th
persons had to pay the IPEM tg’ inythzvgél”(- C‘“,l;;n I remember the ca:é
of Tehloo. He was a labourer Jan l=a cstate in the Golaghat

Whittley Commission in its

" subdivision.
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to a neighbouring garden to his
But the kick he reccived on his

(Shame, shame.) This case

He happened to go
friends—it was Wookha Tea Estate.
enlarged spleen put an end to his life.
was the subject matter of Court proceedings, I need not cite here the
case of HEvena Telenga which is in the pages _of in the Whittley
Commission Report. Instances are numerous. And | want the present.
Cabinet to take up the recommendations made by the Whittley Commission
and to take stepsin this matter and make those garden roads open to the
public. )

Sir, the majority of the tea garden population belong by heredity and
habit to the drinking class, It is estimated hy the Excise Department
that they are responsible for over two-thirds of the total consumption of
liquor 1n the province. Though the Government cannot be credited for
having done anything for their amelioration, but they have at least this
to their credit t_ha.t they have paved the way for their depravity at present.
I charge the Missionary Minister who was in charge of this portfolio for
having open canteens in the tea garden areas and for opening up canteens
this year also. = <

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER -
minutes more.

Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAs: I
:{‘llt?:igg;;;rgg?::}:nt}nt is not doing any{hiqg in this direction, on behalf
o nmltﬂ" to drift li)l’-:e tSIa_y‘ on trhc floor ot. this Housc_: that we cannot aII_ow
this bt athr: 1us.  We are taking up this question of carrying
on 1l perance movement in the garden area and in this

I invite th? CO'?PC_I‘at.lon of my tea planting fricnds to conduct this tempe-
rance movement within these gardens.

Mr. F. W HOCKENHULL: We can assure v ¥
; : an 2 you of our help.
Srij uégan?'tO KUMAR DAS: Thank you very much. Tlge Tezpur
Coﬂg"CSi lallml tee has resolved upon an intensive campaign of tempe-
rance. 1 shall myself bersonally visit the tea garden areas and carry on the

ent myself. I ; ind
movement MySell. I must thank the tea plantin communit .
rion that has been promised. 3 5 y for the co-ope-

'?""" lastly, the Government which has been responsible
in .so many thousands

The hon. member has got only four

am going to finish soon, Sir.

for bring-

mg it of persons to this land ape o ’s
ties : not VI
any nfgf;;taﬁ 4 “;h;}:m} for fs;ettl.::ment when they come oyy of ugrcle:ig
uln s ‘ n the Bar . 8 .

, the nt land for settlement. It is s

G ovel'nl?le}‘:t :yhiclh IS a party to their being brought hci‘i 1frcs)}rlr?n$ 'thali ihe
and then-t t?) ;Egk oSt touch ‘with their families s putting obst “jiu‘ cizme
they ‘gab‘; o 3 :_l.ns land their home. I say it is a shame th atc e
shoul e o %md fom them whep they come out from the 2rdp1emn.u;]1
a brass p an earthe;)n pot.  With these few words I si‘? dmsg. £

Maulavi ASHRAF
Sir, 1 take this opporyy,, UDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : Mr. Speaker,

i have the hoxloulw of dlscussmg a few local grievances of the consti=
lofty discussions fo. lr to fepresent. I am not very much amused by
Court of this party, P ﬂg Oflous institutions like the University or the Hich
f the House of the th;: Philosophical discources of the rights and privile res
ynillions: They » e pria V. Irepresent the masses who form the duglb
should first clioftk o thej, Ir)lrlde of the country, backbone of the society and we
for light ?l:‘. dife' Chey ae $ and requirements. They are to-day struggling
are O bf r ] ed with 5 gﬁ to by raised from lethargy and idleness ap they
~annot, DE ne ped by g, ch termination to live like a man., These le
¥evo utionary laws like the Money-Lendcrl:’ il
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or by a no-rent campaign and we cannot make ‘thr:m'"-rrl'-.'-‘s f:r!fl'-‘s:mpnr'ing by
thesc means. Friends on the other side abuse the manag.rs ol teca gardens
for lording over thec labourers, I should say that our own officers are cqually
lording over the people who are really their masters. I shall presently s_'how
how the district Magistrates :m_d the Deputy (‘mnm:ssm.m-.rs; and the Com-
missioners have drawn fat halting allowapcef and travelling allowances but
they have never cared to go beyond the district headquarters or the subdi-
visional headquarters or some other suitable places like these where they can
have the luxury of having a comfortable circuit house, etc.  These people,
I should say, have never cared to go a bit away out of motor roads. The
Inspector General of Police probably never in the annals of Assam cared to
go out a few steps from the thana in a subdivisional or district headquarters,
t6 enquire about the rural people and as to whether any officer ‘has ever
misused the privileges of the department and injuring the liberties of the
people. In the same way I should say that the head of the \’clcz_'umry
Department has never cared to go beyond a few hospitals situated in the
prominent places as in the town of Sylhet. In t}}c same way 1 shou_]d. say
from the report of the Commissioner, Surma Valley and Hill Division
that the District Magistrate Khan Ba}mc}ur Azizur Rah.m:m was
in charge of Cachar district from the beginning o{ the year till the 9th
December 1936, and again from the 14th March 1937 till the end of the
year. During the intervening period Mr. Humphrey was in clBa!‘gc. The
Khan Bahadur was on tour for 64 days and Mr. Humphrey for 30 days:
They inspected all the offices and garden factories due  for in.Sl)e?ti()n"
Mr. Patton was in charge of the Sylhet district from _thc bcgmmng of
the year till Ist April 1937 when he was succeeded by Mr. Stewart who held
charge till the end of the year. Mr. Patton was on tour for 80 davs and
Mr. Stewart for 23 days and inspected offices at headquarters and subdivi-
sions and also the outlying ‘aksils They visited the taksils because they
can have the aforesaid luxuries there. What I actually mean to say is that
all officers from the h gh=st to the lowest in the rank have never cared to
g0 and enquired about the distressed condition of t_he.pcople who are actually
filling the exchequer of the Government -with their life-blood.  Now, I hope
that the Ministry will at once go round and see the condition of the raiyats
personally.  Especially my appcal goes to the Hon’ble Minister of
Agriculture hecause in my constituency almost all the people are agricul-
turists. It i3 not possible for the Agriculture Minister alone to do all that is
needed ; he must have the co-operation of the Hon’ble Ministe:': in charge of
Mesicine and Public Health. I do not say that such kind of visits by officers
of Government would involve any extra expense. What I find in my few day’s
association with these local people is that they have got heart and they have
got the energy latent in them. If an initiative is taken by our officers these
ptople will at once pick up everything and do the work by thf:l]flselyes, The
officers should realise that they are the real masters who are living in the vil-
lages. I should say that it.i.s not the Clongress, it is not the League byt it wag
those great patriots like Sir P. C. Roy who first raised the cry “ back A
village . 1 do not say that all the Congressers are bad men or 3]} Leagucrs
‘ i ongr xploit mass e
are angels. Asin many cases, C.ongl €SSers exp es, so equally i; i
applicable that many Leaguers exploit the name of the Muslim Communit.y'
for personal aggrandisement. I appeal to them all to forget for the time
being their party friction and on the name of God, in the hName of‘hu}riéﬁii,}i
we shall all join and take up construc&wc vf;_ork so that it will ‘benchit, ‘o
people, Simply praising one part}y :]lln ‘ ac]cu.smg the other ‘will ‘bring no
good, None can ask Mr, Hockenhnll to he charitable to the cooliag <
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Jong as we have not been charitable to our own people. Ide not know
what do some of the Cungress members mean by saying that I should he
only flattering in my expression in giving due thanks to Mr. Dawson for
what he has done during the Sylhet-Cachar flood. I fail to see why they

should not appreciate one’s service ift he happens to belong to a different

party. At least Ifind that so far as Mahatma Gandhi is concerned he has
npprcciatcd the service render

i ed by the Hon’ble Mr. Sarkar in the release of
political prisoners in Bengal, So appeal to the Hon'ble Agriculture
Minister to do something ™ for oy, people. Time has not come either to
congratulate him or to Curse him. All that T would say is that we must
give him proper oppurtunity ang help him in his progreﬁnme of work so
that concrete work may be dope which will satisfy the people as well as the-
legislc tors. T must impress “pon Hon'ble Ministers that by paper propa-.
ganda or platform Propaganda, they cannot satisty people any longer. The
. > Of their rights, they want works and only works.
There is another pajy|

masses are Now conscious o
; tul thing which ¥ just find on reading the speech
of the Hon'ble Finance Minister. :

“By an unfortunate oversight the sum
of Rs. 10,000 voted by the Assem])y for the model village scheme was put
pader Tb_MISCC]“:.mCOUS_ Which meant that the money could only be
dl'll'w'!l.('llld spent by t.h(: village authorities, This.sim. thosalore: covidinne
be utilised for the Purpose meant™, A ! N rrd 3 ], “In the

lustries Department, (o .. . t the same time I find that *in

I.nc d number of stjne Femovye unemployment of educated youths an
neresn ttery umbreﬁpcuds- Was granted for training in. metal working,
gl?m:d pc(i) lh'l}t’wc are : ? _Illakmg’ and the boot and shoe industry”. From
this 1 ﬁn} w::ver c:aﬂoucl ftays a bit Partial towards our educated youths. I
by 1c; would like iz 1t[0o 1th\ needs of our educated unemployed brethren,
but what he unemployed m.L the Provisions and concessions that have been
glven 10 _ ;ords S")I Youths ould also be extended to the villages,
with these “'.U' » DI L pesy

Maulavi ABDUR

discussion of the budget pregeyy N

Sir, I also beg to take part in the
Ministet- Sir, I do not fing ade

re the House by the Hon’ble Finance
the Hon’ble Finange yai ate expression by which I should congra-
tulat€ *o n of the budget i - RUSter for the skill he has shown in the.
rcPamtlgi norin theb;‘ with the temporary resources or with that of
otHer A S nancial posﬁ‘-b‘“‘y for State Provident Fund. He has tried fo.
imp :: ‘:ppendix A of the I;'Elctl ?eitg\l,c Province with those temporary resources.
y s sum of Rs.31,000 44 0 (‘10 {Iemorandum 1t appears that a provision
of 2 » glance will conyiyg 13s been made for “different heads and a
cu.i.ls%rg Sgp.ent for the purpgszsez?ry Od‘[ that major portion of the amount
:{116 Hon'ble Finance Mipjg;, ix CStablishment and other minor things. Sir,
that « in the Agricultura] |y anr SPeech has consoled the House by saying
undertaken hy ({(]chment for b €Nt more effective measures have been
benefits of scientific agficulturen 'inging home to the rural population the
will the department be apje o - But T fing thig is merely jugglery of words.
have hlthcrtq erwe_d any , Satjg y the House that the poor ag;;(;ultllrlsts
Then, Six, coming tq, theneﬁt thereunder ?
i-mPOrsanFsi%I:fti?;tt[h? UDblift Ef P OPeratjve De‘partmeut which is the most
The prownt P sy 148 heey m the ‘aral population, we are taken to despair.,
Dep artTﬁat the 151105 i Cong Ade ip the budget under head Go-operative
indc?g P-C(:-ch n;\r:l-f: of thig u?e Y the establishment and it is very sad
3% COP‘ tivc DGPEJ.I‘tmen't s 131~Q;I?1?f1't11‘_-ent has become rather a terror to'the
oper2 he Hon’ble §.5. U Priva (e individual mahajans to the Co-

-, 28 5 Nuat
5 Department RQIIIN.;

B\

KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Terrori-
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Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : T think th::. remark made just now b_}"
the Hon’ble Revenue Minister takes me to go into the matter more full}:
This clearly shows that the Hon’ble Minister has got very little idea as
regards the condition of the electorate through whose support he had the
fortune to get this elevated gadi. 1 do not think whether he knows the
condition of the people. I can say very boldly that for want of proper
organisation the department has becom:e a total fajlure. I throw an oper
challenge to Hon’ble Members of the Cabinet to examine the condition of
the villagers where these unfortunate societies have been csl:abhs}wd. The
movement is going from bad to worse. But I expect my Hon’ble friend
Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri will try to get ficst hand information from
the people. 1 will make an appecal to him that he should leave _mo stone
unturned to give practical shape to the movement if he minds any
improvement. 4 it .

Then again, Sir, let me enumerate some local grievances. Probglb'ly it
is known to the hon. members of the I-Ir_msc that I come .ﬁ:o.m a subdw.mor}
which lies in one extremity of the provinee. '_Thc subdivision .of Habiganj
has got a Local Board and that Board maintains about 600 miles of road.
Some years back the Local Board used to get a grant of 33 thousand rupees
for communication from Government ; but in the course c:'of 5 or 6 years that
grant-has been reduced to Rs.11,000 iny_ and now there is a great demand
for the improvement of road communication throughout the ‘province.  Sir,
we heard from a long time that the town of Sylhet will be connected
with Habiganj by an improved road and that this road would be likely to
be taken up in the Road Board scheme. But this scheme is not going to
materialise. Again, Sir, I know, from the Road Board fund that most of the
subdivisions of the province have got their quota ; but up till now the case of
Habiganj is being deferred.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is exceeding his
time limit.

Mawulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : I am finishing Sir.

Then again, Sir, Habiganj town has become so congested by increase iy
population that a serious agitation is going on for the extension of the town
towards the other bank of the river Khowai. To that effect there were
public meetings and so far as I remember representations were sent to
Government. The Divisional Commissioner was kind enough to pay his visjt
to the town and he also took up the matter very earnestly.  But since then
though a year is passing, no action seems to have been taken by the
Government.

Then as regards primary education and middle english education, | See
in comparison with the area the allotment that is being made by the Govery.
ment for Habiganj subdivision is so meagre that even l/ﬁpth part of the
necessity cannot be met. As for Madrassa education, Sir, as
7 junior Madrassas which are in a good condition and which
strongly recommended by the educational authorities are not rec
from the Government for the last 5 to 7 years and these Ma
situated mostly in backward arcas in my constituency—BahybalC
Thanas.

Then again in my last Budget speech I said that the
School building was a monument of disgrace. I do not know if the dream
of this medical school will be materialised even during the life time of the
present Assembly. Lastly I offer my thanks to the out going Hon’ble

many as
were ver
eiving aid
drassas are
hunarygha¢

Sylhet Medica]

Fducation Minister for making a permanecnt monthly grant of Rs, 100 f
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Habiganj College ; but I regret for the invidious distinction made in
conncction with another college of the proviace of the same footing.

With these words I take myv seat,

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker,
Sir, this is the occasion when in every country where constitutional Govern-
ment prevails the opposition gets an opportunity to ventilate the real
grievances of the people.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member will please try to
finish his speech within hisg time limit. ;

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: ButasI rise,
my mind is filled with dismay and despair. We are supposed to represent the
pc'ol,]c -—[hc.gl'cut voiceless mass—the millionstof my countrymen who are
somehow cking out an existence byt no living. A budget always puts to
light the policy of the Government in power. I would request the hon.
members to go through the budget from page to page and say if there is any
real attempt not to speak of solving any of the problems that facg the
province. It merely shows the policy of putting off, a policy of drift, a
policy of cvasion a shameless attempt to leechlike cling to office without
meanng any attempt to work out anything. 1 would offer challenge
to Sir Saadulla and gL him to ds=fine the policy and programme
of his party and  Government both belore and after resurrection.
In every constitutional country Gevernment have got some programme.
But has th_iS Government 8ot any programme ? I pause for an answer.
will he C}ﬂ‘g!“c“”mq on this points ?

1 maintain, Sir, in the Nature of things as his Government is constituted
it is impossible llO have anything clear and definite. It is composed of
heterogenous clement, a forced mixture of contradictory principles of

roups who cllmngc barty colour and complexion over night without any
Ceference to those whom they represent. . Friends of yesterday are becoming
joes of lofda)’- ‘I he parties or groups or individuals supporting the Govern-
ment represent varieties I a museam providing mirth and food for research
1o any student of constitutional history.  (Laughier).

During the last budaet session, Sir Saadulla told the House that he was
a great %POI'tjmém_. He has shown us the ﬁne. sportsmanship in the Star
(_‘.lnambczi n’i{?ﬁ:ﬁst n the sale fort of the hill station capital in the resignation
= thclel ddenl IYfaI“{d mcoming of the new Ministry. The Ministers
esigne .S}h ¥ zlltm‘ a life of ten months and the next morning by
tc]ephonlbdnll)essagetds by the sudden sprinkling of the sacred water of
Jordan and by a touch of magic wand there was a resurrection of Sir

: )
:aadulla’s Government fyom, the lan . This i i
:?a;rtsmanShlP whick evar d of the dead. This is a fine specimen of

verturned in fgue. SPOrtsman ought to emulate. Colleagues have
been O &k him . new love—I mean Muslim League. But I
would zIIthorath;e S\0ple question. On what ticket did he seck the suffrage
of thef{c joined 'ﬂ Was he a Moslem Leaguer then ? If not did he resign
whcpnged at sweet ‘:'?11 League ? pf party colour and complexion can be
61?21 there can be ‘wlthout any reference to those whom they represent,
Y Khan Bahadu‘r(’nd of such change. ’

S50 aulavi KERAMAT ALI : May I ask one question
Babu DAKS

jelding to that, I-IIEYI?R{\NJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: I am not
Yood luck but I my fe d_ISPOS_ed to congratulate newcomers, wish them
Ncmesis may Overtake 4 ?md them that history repeats itself, The same

W love ]f)' that sjy le 1,‘“_1 ten months later with the discovery of another

f;\ssﬂm . (megfz{e;-)‘g Al person whom I am disposed to call ‘Hitler
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Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : May I
ask the hon. member one question ?

Babu DAKSHINAR?&NJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: I am ‘ot
yielding, Sir (laughter). 1 would only say that they may find some day an
course of their travel that they are in a devils elbow. Same fate may over-
take them. The addition of number three is very ominous.  (laughter).
When I heard Sir Saadulla’s periclean funeral orations I said ¢ amen . I
was reminded of a news which 1 recently recad in an American Illustrated
Weekly—a wife swearirg allegiance to her eleventh husband. ——

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAR CHAUDHURY : Is it par-
liamentary, Sir ?

(Voices :  What is meant by parliamentary).

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDAURI: Sir, as I see
the multicoloured creation of Sir Saadulla, a fine specimen of art............

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is dilating too much
(Laughter)

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURY : [ was
reminded of Wordsworth’s few lines in ° Brook * ¢

men may go, but I go on for ever.”
things, this Government as

men may come amd.
I maintain, Sir, that ijn the nature of
it is constituted, it cannot possibly have any
programme or policy. It js because of its constant changes and weakness,
the demand which was once refused by this House and to which the
Ministry Was a party has again come before the House in the shape of
supplementary demand. The Ministry even though fully opposed to it
and is in full accord with the legislature does not make it an issue for
resignation. It is becauge of this that in spite of more than ten censure
fotions having heen carried against the Ministry, it did not consider the
defeats a confidence issue, but sat complacently.” The Ministry seems to be
censure proof,

Now coming to the actual deeds and misdeeds let us see if we can
find any redeemingfcaturc. What does the balance-sheet of Sir Saadulla
show ? 1In my last budge specch I declared boldly that the closing year
would end in g deficit. The artificial manipulation of figures, high
e}::pﬁ;:tatmns which are sure to be belied gave us a false picture. Last year
;)r?)bl:igztf‘:}is bresented as a surplus budget. This year the real ﬁn_ancial
Minister h € Province could not be suppres:scd.- I'he Hon’ble Finance

elled to present a deficit budget. No attempt has,
be.en made to tap the new sources of revenue. We find, Sir, that even in
this bUdgﬂt there is no programme. To all interpellations we get three
parrot like l‘eplies-—cons,-ideration, assurance, immediate consideration,
Nothing passes the consideration stage. Assurances are given only to save the
neck for the time being. W= heard tall talks about retrenchment at the
beginning of the [ast financial year, but nothing has come out of the
pigeon hole, whereas other provinces are f‘ol_lowing planned economic
programme. Here the whole atmosphere is poisonous, There is constant
whispering, rumours, about motor cars, bank cheques and what not, T s
year a sum of Rs.50,000 was granted for extension of Pl‘imary eltizati
This year we have the monumental sum of Rs.19 000 | aloﬂi
ask him, Sir, whether this sum satisfies his Conscien,ce .W . wou
selves would be glad if the House would be spared of thjg Pra- y le. or our-
utilise the sum for the addition of another Minister tq the 11(-: lc? Joke a:nd
miscellaneous and etc, Minister. @ircady existing

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon.

X member |
minutes more,

as got only two.

&
o
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Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI: I hope the
newly installed Education Minister has not yet forgotten his last budget
speech. Memory is short, but may T ask whether it satisfies the conscience
of the Hon’ble Minister ? . i

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI : For the information of
the hon. members I may say that last year I made no budget speech.

Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI : Whenever the
question of any programme for the amelioration of the people comes the
only plea is paucty of funds but there is no dearth of funds when the
Governmert want to add to the number of Cabinet Ministers. Last year,
Sir, a censurec motion was carried against this Government for the non-
completion of the Medical Schoo] at Sylhet but even now the scheme stands
where 1t was.

Want of education, any scheme of industry, any scheme for improve-
ment of agriculture and marketing facilities present a dismal sight,‘ un-
employment  paralyses the best youths of the country, people die in
thousands from’}?rcvcnt.ablc diseases and for want of medical aid. Govern-
ment sit tight. The Chief Minister gave an assurance that an unemployment
bureau will be created but we find nothing has been done as yet. In Surma
valley, flood and consequent Joss of crops has become a normal affair of
life. A suggestlon was made to tackle the problem by means of a loan.

"The Chicfl M““Stf?_r Promised to consider but we find no trace ofit. Inmy
subdiv.sion ﬂ_"?} DSH;!Ctor of Public Instruction promised an increased grant
to a Girls I[:III{;I: chool but 1o reference has been made to it. The Minister
in charge ol Registration promised to establish  Sub-Registrar’s offices, but

diose pl-omiscsr have becomg: inchcc_tive. The want of a bridge over Dhalaj
at Clmiu‘fli,lha,t m my constituency is causing immense trouble to the people,
thing is goIng t0 be done in that direction. In the town of Maulvi
No cople are com

i pelled, in the dry season to drink mud t
zar P ey ) y ! water and as a
?;:,ult cholera broke out last year.  Government admitted this fact and that
there was only one tank which could be utilised for

! ¢ drinking purposes.
But to the shame of the overnment no money has been provided for

drinking water to that place. The year closes with a history of
iarokcn pledges a'.‘d.Pmm!scs and no hope for future.

with these 'w.o:dS., I would request the hon. members to ponder and
realis€ Imwt-‘;iéﬂgl‘ﬁeiglf st.jrdy the whole province is proceeding towards
ruin a“d.ac with thec‘l‘gﬁnllcrnan, an honourable gentleman no doubt is
Jlaying dic estiny of 9 millions of people.  The cartoon in the

Amritabazar Patrika of Yesterday shows Sir Saadulla’s Government in its
er mood.

0
H1r'o :
i pMaulTlﬁ:?\fg:ﬂ AEBDUR ROUF : iy, last vear we reduced the land
yevenuc g?r B 1 Ol some twelye lakhs of rupees and for that we have
o su ?sier ﬁfag acing the deficit budget before the house the Hon’ble
Chief Mllr:te the Go Cut a joke—a very cruel joke with us, If I try to
congr a:’.u I can sin‘:cillmﬁnt for such a budget it will be only adding insult
to- iyt as_::ing the bug Py thank them for the trouble they have undertaken
in- Pr:fl.z er realising fuﬁet' The:Governtment have paid us in our own coins
anr?amcd to ask thig tKiWI‘Crﬁ we have dragged our country down, I feel
25" T o be serious, 1 u’;%’ and that thing from the Government,
onument of Mista)e arng that the present budget is a hopeless failure,
a ht house for the future 2 tower of administrative folly but fortunately a
:hgc to €Y€ with my ho . fr nistrative navigators of the province. I see
ey ays of hope, no Policy a::’nds of the opposition bench when they sce

no ¥ 110 scheme behind the budget hut I see one
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thing there—I sec a heart—a sobbing heart behind the budget while they
deliberately refuse to see it. Here I must admit and that most sincerely
that for this ruinous state of affairs of the province as has been depicted in
the budget the Government is not at all responsible —the Government
cannot be blam=d to the least. Undor the circumstances we had placed
them they have done their level best and for a Government truly responsible
to this House it was beyond their power to do anything more. A Hidler,
a Mussolini or a Kamal rp:ght possibly h ve averted th: situation but we
have got nothing to do with that. We are here to work out democracy with
its inherent weakness.

Sir, le: me now discuss the land revenue questicn a bit elaborately.
Last year in the name of giving relief to the poor agriculturists we have
reduced the revenue by about 12 lacs and as a result all the nation-building
departments have scriously _suﬁ'crcd. As a result of the remission granted,
thousands of middle class rich mea have been benefited and when they have
found that land can be had at a low rate of revenue thousands of middle
class men have applied for land apparcntly for speculating purposes.  Most
of the middle class men are not actual cultivators—they are either so many
land speculators or so many Zemindars. They get lands cultivated on
adhi system and thus realise a high amount of rent from the actual
cultivators but these pcople hz}vc been allowed to pay a low rate of revenue,
'I;he land specculators have found it easy to gct settlement of land on
HKabuliat and they can now afford to keep thzir land fallow for years only
to part with the land when they can get a handsome price for those jungles
In my subdivision this' year hundreds of middle class men have submitted
fabuliat and I understand many of them have be i " >
. i cn given setllement.
The rate of revenue should be increased by hundred per cent. in the case of
these men. Then again, there are other people who haye got more land
than they can cultivate, the excess land should be . louble
o , o by assessed to double
revenue. ‘The khirajdars and nisf-khirajdars who sublet theivhilnnds either on
adivi, chufite or ryotwari system should be assessed to aldocal fate i

e . _ < ocal rate upon the rent
they receive from the rpots,  As suggested above, if th : i
he culti . . S —— ? ¢ non-cultivators and
the cultivators who have more land than they can cultivate themjselves be
assessed to double the rats of present revenue it will e T SO
T : s Vill not be hardship neither
it will be unjust. As a consequence it will be possible to remit the whole
land revenue of the really poor cultivaiors - . mit the >

. . y alors and at the same time Govern-

ment will not suffer any loss. It the Gover a8

. , . vernment want our suggestions 1n
the matter we are ready to help them - tl ) . t £

: vith a  definite practical scheme.

Let me now discuss znother aspect of the land r : sti
It is an open secret that Assam Val] B S Aand. tevefussiguestion.

y =0 | F ggaras o calley “temporarily settled districts only have
g04 S0HIC o f.aﬁ‘? ol biglas of cultivable waste land. Whenever the question of
settlement of this vast arca ariscs, my friends of the Valley raise objections
marnly_on t.WO grounds. P}rstly, they say that the lands would be taken up
by the immigrants. To this I say that the immigrants do never claim to
get a_H these areas. They simply want that the arcas should be settled and
ro discrimination should be made between them and the bonafides. They
go {m-ther_to say that they have absolutely no objection if preference in settle-
ment be given ts those who have no land and to those who have less land

than t_hcy acgually require. It is both fair and economica] to try to have
eqmdwtmbut_mn of land betwecen the cultivators as far as py ticabl L
it be p overnment that the land should net [, _ -

se, it should : : : e settled with
the Assamesc, it should not be settled with the lmmigrants but it should be
settled with the really poor and needy cultivators whg are really living
in a most miserable state of life, 4
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The second point of objection by my friends is this that they want:to keep
this land reserved for the future generations. Well, Sir, do you then: want
that settlemant of waste land should be stopped, if that is your position;
you shall have to constitute reserves of all kkas land inch to inch and,
then say that such and such blocks would be thrown open-in such:and: such
years. If my Assamese friends agree to sucha definite proposal, I also,
agree. Butno body can allow this vast tract of land. to remain: fallow:
for indefinite period  Sir, T ask you another question.  Will the: future
generations_drop from the planets or they will be only your sons: and:
grand-SP“S? If they are the offsprings and descendants of: the: present:
generation, hc?nw will they be deprived of the land if we get settlement:
thereof now ? Do you mean (o say that the present generation . after:
getting: scttlement of the land wi]] take it to the next world when they
willdie.? Evenif T and you take setilement of. the khas land it will be:
inherited by my and your discendants. Outsiders cannot have a ishase:
after our death.  So, if you are really sincere to. make provision: fon your:
sons take‘settlcmcnt of the land to-day and you will be in a position;to:
leave behind you for your sons a smiling corn field and not.a patch.of
-'“nglé?‘:} if this \\fast area be settled 1 f 1

" €a be settled it wil income- of ;
40 lacs of Lll;uicfriscatx\:rdlf 4 moderate rate o? tgrl-lcrle:;uam?n.?: rcggsﬁcﬂ(;isaa;::;
w1.ll gwve il ‘0 crores of rupees, over-and: .obove that, the produce;of
this vast arc wicrease. -the national- resources: to, such .an extent: that
the:word poverty shall have o pig us good bye for ever. Qut of the sum
realised as prcrtmm::lv we have not to spend more than ten lakhs as, cost: of
the: dcparEIﬁ;'n 'd ¢ can then spend some: 190 lakhs of rupees; for, dun
nation-building departments.  This amount is sufficient forius at least f;
the present: o

1 have got Ygt another Suggestion to- improve the financial position
of the Prc""z%c" . ]:r, you are perhaps aware that a buffalo in Assam . has
ot some ighas of land while g man has got some 4 bighas :

_puffalo pays only Rs. 3, s : ighas. and
the ¢ should waste no time to increase this.

at least Rs. 8. Then, again, so il ease s tax

their lends in f o\, some villagers have taken settlement

of gllr e B ?H village and every settlement-holder grows

fodde he grows fodder, Ip € pays land revenue for the land  upon
which ; other villages the villagers h f :

village grazing reserves, s vﬁlacer q g ave pre, emzcd.tokeqp

the land covered by such reserves. Thic S do not pay any revenue; for

A . 18 18 extremely iniquitous. Eijther

o eI :
the ;ll.lal%,nﬂg ‘Yip%ngr?v‘giiid%r should be given full remssion of land revenue
for the: '€y grow fodder, or the villagers: who. have.

keep grazi
referred to 0 4%INg reseryeg ;
land they thus utilize, ves should be assessed (0.a revenue: for;the

As for the needs ap
single word because BirWants of my constituency, I do not like to-speak
:eglected‘ by the Governmieta has a]] along been willfully and delibenately
to thisi Government i Int 0 cry for. anything for. my constituency
simply: request the Fg,.p) = 510w, be only crying in the wilderness; I
:pister in charge of Reven lembers of the Cabinet, specially the Hon?ble.
very soon- Ih howey 5 they 204 Education. to; see-my. subdivisionrzonea;
the immigrants, le, ; "¢ fear to go there alone because it is infested.

by e
i.{h_thﬁm- (L””g’lfer). M take the Hon’ble Minister- in charge: of ‘Police.
w Before I : I'Csume my se .
gestion ‘I—vIvcl)Iis}éou Put Oura; I would like to ask. the Government one
q ask the e Questigy, oulder to the wheel?’? And I would: like
whither Assam”?

L4

to a5
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Maulavi ABDUL AZIZ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, The budget that has
been . presented to us by the Hon’ble Finance Minister is very disappoint-
ing. The Government has made a very poor provision for the growing
needs of the people, and out of the two crores and odd of revenue they
have provided only Rs. 12,000 for the spread of education among the
teeming millions of the ignorant masses. I must say, Sir, that this is a
tl‘iﬂing drop in the vast ocean of our teeming millions which are steeped
in ignorance. Our Government has made a very poor provision for these
teeming millions whose revenues fill the Government coffers. These people
have so long been ignored—they have been neglected. The money derived
from these people hasso far been spent on the pay of the officials, etc.
I mean the whole money has been spent for those more lucky beings.
These people have so long been ignored but the time has now come for
these peopic to make their voice heard, and it is high time for the Govern-
ment to take note of the time. The masses were so long driven like cattle,—
like dumb cattle, but now they have learned to talk and to make demands,
and it behoves the Government to take note of the cries of the people and
apply remedy where it is needed.

Sir, the most important departments are the Agriculture and Industries
Departments, and the new schemes which the present Government hasg
sanctioned are not at all adequate to make any improvement in these
departments. The new schemes which the Hon’ble Chief Minister has
placed at page 79 of the bu_dgct are no new things at all—it js o I_wa
additions to the existing institutions. I have gone through the budget and
I find that he has made provisions for some scholarships for back d
classes and some SChOIaITShiPS for some other class of P(}:OI)le 'I: hccs‘;ir'
Hathew schemes.  Primary education is the important problem of ;;111:
province. In the solution of that problem lies the future of our province :
all progress depends on the qucation of our illiterate masses %'h ol
provision that the Hon’ble Finance Minister has been able to make IC D?or
Rs.12,000 (out of which Rs.5,000 is ecarmarked for schcdufcc;amdy,
leaving only Rs.7,000 for gencral purposes} is a mere drop il‘iastthcs
ocean—it is a negligible sum-—it won’t touch the fringe of the vast needs oci*
the masses. ; .

Sir, I beg to remind the Ministry that the new schemes which it i

proposed to execute this year have .

been lar

.. i gely confined to the

Valley. Of course it is a rather delicate chstig’n Fiocaxic o Gntiofsqg,f;
3

I cannot help remarking that nearly all the schemes ar
Assam Valley and the Surma Valley will not hav::ea shear(;(zlftil?:dst;oteth?
things recently has been such that I have been compelled to reming tl:)
Hon’ble Chief Minister to remember the needs of poor Surma Valley 2] e
Sir, this much for the general budget discussion. I now refer tg’ also,
little grievances of my constituency. some
I hail t‘"f\cf)mh the Souhth Sy "' subdivision wh
very bad. e have neither railway nor steamer com =
ye?;s back it was decided to open a loop line from Srir?ngr:};:ltlcértl. Some
Kulaura via Maulvibazar but as depression made jtg "o ation to
scheme was abandoned. I respectfully urge upon the GOVCLIPI arance the
their way if they can kindly give us the benefit of 3 loop Tine § nment to see

Srimangal
through the headquarters to Kulaura. Lack of commun from nga
subdivision most undeveloped and I respectfully urgel?ll;)?)]z:a:}lf;nsélsjeie' t m};

nmen

to see if they can give us better communications and facilitate the develop

ment of my subdivision.
. ADJOURNMENT
(At this stage the Assembly adjourned for 15 minutes.)

fre communication ig

—l
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After Adjournment

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir. Aswe
come to discuss this year’s budget, Sir, our attention is naturally rivetted
to the burning question of the hour—the qusstion of Line System in
Assam Valley-—to the policy of which I and my party is thoroughly wedded.
We deplore the depleted condition of the budget. We cry that the economic
cond’tion of the rayats require reduction of lanl revenus. But should we
not deplore the lack of statementship on our part that the vast resources of
the province I waste land are sti]] lying untaoped—which put to plough is
sure to bring about an  cconomic regeneration of the province and not only
facilitate to open up new schemes of na.,.. -building depariments but alse
far out-weigh the required reduction ip, lan(l- i ;

The landless immigrants from Bengal are in our midst. They have
come to stay without any idea of going to their original home in Bengal.
Give ghem lands, Ghive them the benefit of education. Make them by all
possible means our own. The economic prosperity of the province is sure to
come by abolishing the Line System and throwing open to the hungry
masses the land which they are crying for

Sir, _on:i1 Otlélt_flt pomt which I want to bring before you is the land
A Rerovary avl  «Coalpara,: The stringent provisions of Public

-rnands Recovery Act o . .
zltjt:éndcnt evils of Abwaps the  Nazar and  Salami, Sanbankar with all the

e 3 \VI i . =
sougit o be misgated by'y Wi, obaine in Goalpara Trmancy Actwer
sanction to _155 1111}19 onon. into this Hause as some of the provisions of my
Tl St 1\1/1111 lt?tcs Asainst the pProvisions of the Permanent Settlement
Reguiatmns. ay mcnuor}_ that the analogous land law existed in the

vince of Bengal ? :
h the Stringengt Government of Bengal have tried to do

wit Provisions : £
i’;’:;’v‘;yom. Ministry did not ﬂ:islll?{“ft of the Act by a Bill. I fail to understand
humbly aavgc His Excellency ¢, admit my Bill
ir, a Government : . :
- *laim to have an Which  does pot go with the wishes of the people

t S 3 3
Ca‘iﬁg Hon’ble RevcnueyMi:ifsli)lance of_rcsponsxblc Government. I leave it
¥ sembly to amend this Act, SEia G ing a Bill in the next session of the

ir. to Vcntila.te an
?1;1}: ctiiStTiCt of GOa](;t;}:; local grievance T have to inculcate upon you
Suffered gt in the memorable earthquake of
'S water from wells and tanks have dried
Eil? liﬁ alive to this need, Sir, and give my
¢ shape of alump sum for drinking

that
0 and all the sources of gy -
193 I beg of this Governmcn?l:l

disirict the much needed yelj,

Watcll;'ar_ D. B. H. MOORE .

ermitting mMe tWo minygeg to.t Mr, SPeakcr, Sir, I crave your indulgcncq in
have been levelled agajng t uch upon a( jeast certain statements which

just nOW: He has stateq ¢ °2 Planters by a member of the Congress party

om their homes in the,. S0me 17 |, made to come
2; emphasise first of all th COuntry to WOII?]}: % oft'liabourcrs ;iv c;se I would like
Jabourers from their ¢ At there ; Hl-the tex garachs: Y

Ntr 13 no compulsion whatsoever to bring

known very f Y to PRSI0 s
: ad?r to come orytou:-ly the cot e tea gardens. They are advised and are
CItl‘lr;ct out that in eve:: fuse ¢ ggltm“s on the gardens and they are asked
po:n grant labourers Whrnonth as they wish, Further, I would like to

1 3 enO[‘ g b th
im car a consid Work Mous sums of money are remitted by the
every accord, elect tffab‘e o1 the garden to their h}ormes. Further, that
. femajp, ier of immigrant labourers do, of their
§ N the garden for pcriods of 1 year, 2
N
T3 W
~
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years or even longer than the 3 years actuazlly put in .tlf}c agrccmimf.ror}]
would like to quote an extract from the Whittley Commission Repor
Page 382 whichreads as follows :— )

““ The emigrant must be convinced tha[: Assam holds out more oppor-
‘tunities for a better life than is open to him in his own home land. .

If he is not convinced, nothing else will secure a flow of emigrants ;
if he is convineced it will be difficult to keep him away »,

“That in 'practice has been found to be the case, Actually l‘hosc gar-
dens-and ‘companies which recruits now-a-d_ays _ﬁnd no difficulty in meeting
‘their requriements and a large number of 'mmigrant labourers have to be
turned back. Further, I would like to quote from page 362 of this Report—
“*We are satisfied that immigration to Assam for work in the tea plantations
deserves encouragement in the interests of labour ». | think, these 'two
‘quotations bear out my argument.

The hon. ‘membsr made an attack on the labour ‘representatives and
said ‘that there 'was little or no opportunity given to the representatives for
wisiting‘their constituencies. - I would like to say that there is no basis for
‘this allegation. Recently a conference of labourers was held at Rangapara
on 30th January. Mr. Sarwan, I hope, will agree with me that every facility
was given 'to him to enable the labourers to be present at the meeting and
he was grateful for the assistance and help ‘thac he received from everybody
concerned.

Further a statemsnt was made that the Whitt
the isolation of labourers but that Government to
In reply to this I would say that an exhaustive e

€ can approach them without any difficulty.
there ismno attempt to decrease
M, HockenhulLstered s, ol gardens. I can only repeat what

ve tﬁ" we arcfalways prepared to hear
> : and give effect, as.far ag Practicable, to:an
&onst::sitg’: s;:ggesnons. . We regret, however, that our friends,-in thi
: 5{{;%’1 Sk -;rfd ‘;Snilfzem?k;;lg attacks and statements which are entirely,

oun 1 : applause from the Planting group.)

p Maulavi NAMWAR a:\LI BARBHUIYA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, the
Budget presented by the Hon’ble F Inance Minister ‘has come in ‘for severe
It is no doubt so, but whether ithe

criticism aS'dCfECti\{c and disappointing.
entire blame for this state of things should be thrown only upon the Minjgt
Houac

is a-question which I would ask the House to consider seriously. The|

had, by its:own motion, under pressure of necessity, forced the Governm

to‘cripple ths revenue of the province by granting remissions of land r o~
and agricultural loans and 2lso by foregoing the €Xcis
appreciable extent. Afteg~ doing all ‘these, this House c
‘expect expenditure on a hbcral_ scale for ‘the development of he prov:

Tf we 'miss any weH-dcﬁnqu policy or well-thought out scheme of g e,
.sanitation, agricultu_ral or industrial develnpmcnts, it is not due to :h iy
ty of brain or .qinccrl_tyfof purpose on the part of the Minis g Lo
‘entirely to ;;]hc-scanlt}nqss of funds it'tli)cir disposal,

With'these preliminary remarks about the Bug et i ! :

‘touch’on-a 'few matters of urgentlocal importancc, \%rhi’c]}a c}eemlt ol

_ o : L wish “to bring:
the notice of the Hon’ble Ministers, with a VIEW to their immediate -rédxgo:s?
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There are only two aided High Schools in the district of Cachar—one in'the
stown-of Silchar and the other in the rural arcas, bcsm%cs the two Govcrnn_lcndt
High Schoolsin ‘the headquarters of each subdivision. These two a_ldf__:.
Schools rective very inadequate grant-in-aid from the Government. Tt'is
‘high time that the aid be increased. !

It is a matter of great regret that in spite of repeated dgmands ffo}‘ the
last few years, the Government High School at Silchar is going on 'w1thqut
an' Arabic teacher, The boys of this school evince a keen interest in Arabic.
‘One of them stood first Jast year in B, A. Honours in Arabic and anoth-r
stood secondin Persian Hopouyrs. It will be great injustice  if despite all this
display of merit in the [g]amjc subjects and inconvenience the boys go with-
out the much needed facility of taking up Arabic in that School for want of
a qualified Arabic teacher, ‘

It really pains me bring to the notice of Government 'that there is
only one Middle English School in the whole district 1. ceiving ‘aid from the
Government. Thereigre ungidad Middle English Schools at Narsingpur,
Dhalai, Sunai and ohe, places in the Silchar subdivision and at Lala in the
Hailakandi Subdivision, These schools are sure to die a premature death ‘if
they fa:Lto s ave aid from the:Governmentiat orce. -

i ZLeh thm."‘"' is demand for more dispensaries in the district of
Ca"hart’ ?:Pemauy '8 the Silchar subdivision, the Local Boards are unable
to'mee 9 tr)n account of paucity of funds. Let me, therefore, plead for
i"crc;z?fhoﬁg?;-l:; t0 the Local Boards of'my district for this purpose.

Surma Vallgs | 21 ‘&bout four dozen’of Public _Health Dispensaries “in
the SU t Ma s there js g one such dispensary in the ‘whole district ‘of
Cachaii'atri' ;‘“‘PU}‘ Tea Estate in the Hailakandi subdivision. A portion
of the lcsi c?t t‘l:lth“'l Katigora thana 'has been declared as RKala-azar -affected
area, a1 03;. iy eI‘15'13_ no Public Health Dispensary there. Two Sub-Assistant
Surgw'nsbut thc Publzc Health Department have of late been attached to the
gadar ) Kot €Y canngy possibly cope with the work in the district. In the
drgqg:)c;ors - ltthles M0t too much to ask for more Public Health Dispensaries
and ' oo iCdistrier, .

) %zlsl::;;(ft 1s t’:ntlrely agricultural, and the people have agriculture as
el ute to g Agticulture Inspector for the whole  district is grossly
in ; cgltul‘e Instff any improvement in the ville}g_es, and as such one more
Agr district‘issparti"r Oor the Hailakandi sub:iivision is absolutely necessary.
MY;ROad‘DCVCIOP Cularly unfortunate in not receiving any allotment -from

the T 2 Fund either last year or this yea The ‘Sylhet
r Trunk either last y 0 year. e Sy
Ga::;th of 10 n%ﬁg’;l from Panchgram railway station to Ghagra ferry within

2 h need'to be 1. CMains four ferries over small tributaries' and -nalas

il very qeidged icati d will take
up 'tl'lI*‘Sl'l"é"‘;;I:]":tc‘:ry Soon, | OVer: I hope the Communications Board wi

T ion . oon. .

gilcharl Municip,) (])_),f the Liogal Government had long ‘been sought for by the
mume pal limilsoard for taxing boats and steam boats ‘moored within
erests'w. ¢ matter has been pending since 1929 and the
siolt’ “sed to.g dated‘tuh the Chairman’s letter to the Deputy Commis-
be'P lee-of‘ thée.xl?edite e 6th November, 1937. T hope the Government will
irl.G'Dr?:ih«: reven S”Char this myc, needed sanction ‘for ‘the increase !of' the
fro th'c‘at:tu;;ie On g Unicipal Board. The Government *contnbutmp

6“500. Noy, re\,&nuop site lands in the municipal market ‘to 'the‘Board
tha therealised was near about Rs.2,700. was ﬁ?ed at
fitn° ~o-rdance.“'itthat th?a'cmal revenue is over Rs.4,300 it is ‘only in' the
in 8 Btthe v Sontribution should be - proportionately increased
3 OMise ' made by Government by letter No:5787-M.,
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dated the 27th October 1919, and letter No.122-Munpl./12820-F., dated the
3rd August 1904. Land revenue of the other lands of the town has also
been increased from Rs.l&,.861-l]-0 to Rs.22,654-13-0 in the meantime.
Hence the ten per cent. cut in the provincial grant should also be removed.

Then, Sir, for increasing the resources of the province, I wish to give
onc suggestion. Let the vast tracts of lands lying as forest reserves in the
boundaries between Cachar and Lushai Hills, between Cachar and Manipur
and within the district of Cachar without valuable trees therein and yielding
no income to the Govcrnrpcn_t be thrown open for settlement with the
landless cultivators of the district who have been submitting petitions after
petitions lor that, as the preservation of the said forest reserves is of no
utility to Government as the people of the district cannot conveniently go
up to the Assam Valley for lands.

Sir, with these few words, I beg to close my budget speech.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : It is past 5 and Ministers are to speak
We are to disperse at 5-45. I think, therefore that Hon’ble Minislers.
should begin now. I feel that there are hon. members who are very anxious
to speak. But hon. members will please refer to the time and this is due
to circumstances over which I have no control.

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA : Nct a single schaduled caste
member has got an opportunity to speak on the Budget up till now. '

_ The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : As I have said there is not my h
time. This will no doubt mean strain on many hon. members. T fee] h c

members are not willing to stay after 6. If this be the sense of the Hon?n.
we may continue further. . - €

Dr. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA: I will only speak for 7 or 8
minutes, Sir. S:r, the Budget has already been sufficiently Criticised b
many of the hon. members of this House and | take my stand to touch on
one or two points only.

At the very outset, I am sorry to say that the Budget for the
1938-39 placed before the House by the Hon’ble the Chief Ministey is‘{t}ar
from satisfactory. This is reproduction of the same last year’s Budget w'tlar
out any new constructive scheme. Rather the list of new schemes 2 c:) s
pared with that of the last year appears to be considerably poor. Howev;n-
I have up till now nothing to doubt the sincerity of the Hon’ble the Ch'ri‘
Minister. It appears to me that he is very much handicapped for want lef
funds. But . am sorry to see that he has not been able to evolve a oli o
increase the sources of revenue to the Government, of course witholrl)t tlcy' to
any further the poor peasants who have already been overtaxed. H?:xlllgg
stated in his speech that the setilement of waste land will fetch ;rlors
revenue. Here I am at one with my hon. friend Srijut Debeswar Sarmaﬁ
when he says th-t the greater part of the revenue thus obtained wil] hay
to be spent for the development of tne area. So the Government Canno:
expect much from this source.

Forest reserves are good sources of revenue to the Government If
extensive plantation of valuable trees like Sal, Segun, etc., are donl
believe, the revenue under this head will greatly increase. It will note 1
wise policy of the Government to throw open any part of these reserve bC
settlcm'ent simply because it is not giving much revenue now. Peop] S f?r
be subjected to a great disadvantage for want of thatch and ekmspt; Wl!l
forest reserves producing these are thrown open for settlement bt":ca.u’sc i el
are not paying so much towards revenue of the province. ¢ they

Now I come to grazing reserves. Village grazing reserves are beyond
questions and must remain untouched. If the professional grazing rcsZz?vr::s-

| S
.
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are thrown open now for settlement, no suitable land for the future will
be left available for the extension of khuties when with the increase of
population there will be a great demand for food-staff like ghee and milk
from every quarters. In my opinion the grazing reserves should not be
thrown open for settlement because it will go against the cattle upliftment
policy of His Excellency the Viceroy of India.

~ Fishery is also a great source of revenue to Government. Fish is one
of the most important foods. And it has become dear day by day and
in my opinion it is due to want of experts for its culture. Silting up of
the mouth of Chaulkhoa river fishery in the Barpeta subdivision has caused
a great loss both to the lessee and the Government. Ifit is attended to
by the Government a vast area of Jand now under water of Chaulkhoa
river will be available for extension of cultivation.

‘This being an agricultural province, the Agriculture Department is
an important _dcpartl:ncnt. But unless the condition of the poor peasants
appears to be improving, the department cannot be said to have been of
any use to them. In my opinion Government should either evolve a
better policy or abolish the department altogether.

I am glad to sce that Government in giving land revenue remission.
has accepted the policy of giving graduated relief to the people, inunciated
by mc as stated in my Jast year’s budget specech. I would rather request
the Govcrnmc?]t to evolve a policy, to give more relief to the needy

oor pr:asz‘:l:lntls'l than what has been given at present, and less relief to the.
others and the saving thus made may better be utilised for the development
of the rural areas. If out of the land revenue remission some six lacs
can be thus saved by giving less relief to those who deserve less and out
of this saving if 2 lacs is spent for Agriculture Department and 2 lacs
for pnm'aI‘Yh education, 1 lac for medical aid and 1 lac for roads and water-
supply 13 t F:brllxral arcas, carmarking a considerable sum for the scheduled
caste an dtfl_ah'pwplc separately, the face of the province will altogether
be changed Within next four years of the life time of the present Ass%mbl
and the needy poor peasants will be doubly benefited by this scheme S
o fany hon. members then stood up to speak.) :
The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Is it the desire of the H
on’ble. Ministers should not speak ? (Hear ! hear | Ousc.that the
rter to six then I think ¢} ™ ear * near ). If we adjourn at
ucz:eches. If I allow the hm: i:nljo? L Mlmstcrs,- should now begin their
:E) end of it.  In the genera] diséi]x;s?;sn t(?f' g&:nﬁnd this way  there will be
sble Minister are v : udget, the replies of the
Hon How’ very mmportant. If the House
to hear the Hon’ble Minsters T may go o
speak. ..

Srijut GOPINATH )

ety domcthing, BARDQLOI :

The Hon’ble Revy,
sir ? Nobody from the Jt}i{.'aM' NICHOLS-ROY: May I say a word

1 group has spoken as yet i
The fklon’ble ﬂri:a ‘g;%iﬁnly five minutes. Yot Mychen Siged

- up sperk and th ER: Let one hon. i
%iohgs}.-ot ti{ s{}% R I shal] ask the Leader of the Spp?;i?:;rto&::; t\.vn]?:tl
T srij t NATH
POPUIaI' and rCSponsible B(I}t AHMA : Sir we expected this time that our
schem¢® for educatjg, of tlo‘f’t‘rnment would come forward with definite
urxfortu“"“tely 0 our y¢ g‘ backward tribal people of the plains, but
has peen made for the ;3appointment no specific earmarked provisior
an tribals in the present year’s budlg)ct also.

; I as leader of my group have
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THere is-a general provision of only Rs.5,000 for all the backward people
but thisis too inadequate for the purpose. It isa known fact that the
tribal people- of the plains are the most backward people in the whole
province  and I think Government have greater responsibility for the
education ‘of these people. If there is no definite move from the Govern-
ment for the' education of these people, then T think all nation-building
Projects will be left far behind in Assam. Therefore, I beg to suggest that
a definite' scheme should be made in consultation with the representatives
of the tribal people for their education. I take this opportunity of suggc_sting
that a Special Officer fur the education of these people should be appointed
as' it has-been done for the Muhammadan education. We are grateful to
the present Government for giving some grants to certain schools. We hope
in the next year Government will give more aid to the deserving schools
in tribal areas, There are plenty of primary schools in plain tribal areas
which' have not been taken over by the Local Board. Under the- Dhubri
Local Board there are more than 15 such Venture schouls in the tribal area
which the Board has not yet been able to take over owing to the shoriness:
of fund. I hope Government will cive special conmderalfon to these primary
schools in the tribal areas. Sir, the hon. members of this House know full
Well that the tribal areas are the most undeveloped areas in the province.
I therefore urged upon the Government that at the time of selecting sites
for model vi]iéges, these areas must not be ignored. At least some sites
may be selected in tribal areas for mode! villages.

I now come to my district  (laughter). There are dcmar;ds_ from:
the: tenants in the permanently-seiticd arcas of our Goalpara district for
the reduction of rents and rates of interests and abolition of Chhanban and for
amendments of certain sections of Goalpara Tenancy Act. I hope -Govern-
eRE willititry <to: meet the: demands by taking carliest steps. In my last:
Pudget speect, I drew attention of Government to the fact that the people
I the northepy part of the district of Goalpara mainly depend on irrigation

o SUPDPLY of water to theiy paddy fields and I also stated then that owing to
cavy damag

the ri S caused to the irrigation canals and bunds by the breach of

"@kr;‘c}: Champ.“mati there have been failures of crops for some years in
"e'cgnggt'locahty which is under the Bijni Raj Court of Ward's__Estatc.
food shertalon. of the raiyats in that locality has bhecome worst. This year
vaemmcngtew;fl greatly apprehended in some villages. So, I hope; the

suffering People FXthe“d its helping hand and render some relicf- to the
Of this locality.

e Hon'bl 2 Ky i I ~hon. members
are willing to sp € the SPEAKER: Asit appears that many hon

: eak, may I know the opin of the House as to how long
they like to sit up this e\);cning P D

aulavi - JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Sir, in that case the House
should sit up to 7 p.m. '

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Those who are in favour of sitting-up to

7 P-m. with an adjournment of 15 minutes at 5-45 p.m. will please rise in
their places,

_(Some-hon; members stood up in their seats and it was found that
majority are unwilling to sit up to 7 p.m.).

The Hon’ble the SPEAXER : The hon. members will get time to
speak when the cut motions are moved.

Khan Bahadur Dewan EKLIMUR ROZA CHAUDHURY': wmirex

party (UF fag2 et a3 Wz | awas @B important fe3y (73 @z fag
qfacs 513 |
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : All right. The hon. member may speacli:
for 2 minutes and his speech should not be a repetition of arguments urge

i hon. members. ;
by o O Bahadur Dewan EKLIMJRX ROZ\ CHAUDHURY :

w7 A5 WCAGA TS WA =7 73 gy @ em cwEm @ x@ Al
i1 =i @bl famta g AT o F5's wfaal =% zfars Tars T3
s cuia CerRa Bl O @AW Bw faarag an 130 oW wFA 35 e
atSYcs fam facs2 (12 THSy ITNREF 5912 7fam el | Assam Cabinet
wfg ¥R AT WA T RBAMT—awe g wiF g wHER—FT
ferstl ¥ RIS @2 BN AR gy sasiar A Seiwtn 23a A w0
zrs T (AR ¥ 22 1 wfam) ey Sy gfmRirs Ton ¥ TRA
e 22hs T % S e v gecq on? =T wfws g1 afe 2o
a? B3 W ORI R Bty wancs gey vy 1IN Avw ¢, R

wivlcs I IS TS T ctom cownd | Bz @ @ o, feade
ats A @I AR . 3 . .

’ble the SP el .
:Txl:xznl;lb?:s. e(La:rgﬁtegéKER * Thisis a repetition of what was said by

der, order. The hon. :
g);ij:lt GOPINATH BAE(I:)HHEFOSIIOUM please take his scat.

othc

: the patience ¢ Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would not
have hke(lil:g fJaI;{On tupsptclzﬁcg °f the hon, membcfs further had T not felt
mysclf €29 hich t > OIC aspect of qur Govermment, T iuean Hhe

olitical side which to my mjpq is as :

S Important as the financial side of the
o far as the la Sk s the finz
b“dgﬂ'-s ssm-cjy a frankc:tg: as{)eCl 'S concerned, I must say that the year’s
!)Udgcf :cc on the part of G()l\? than that of last year. It speaksof complete
imp(::;::nt of despair writ largf,rg,t,ncqt to do any good to the people. Itisa
duubccn able to give any ind'm 't and what is worse, the Ministry has
bt i 'cation as to how we can get over this
O 5 T 1 H . .

glo Taking this financial Position ¢

that the present Act giye, ©bea grim reality, does it strike us all,

31r us .
5111}’ good to the people, that Withnl%spowcl: to 1mprove it or thercfore to do
?{I)P heavy administration iy}, rese cfvation of big salaries and with this

dition of tt:?t f;ﬁ:p];: is bc?und to go fro;(pbencfiﬂiturc for unnecessaries, the
The inevi C Teme ad to worse.

phave more control over thejy u sSt’ ; crefore, be, that the people should

jree to dispose of the entirg taxes e[i and that thejr representatives should be

And it is exactly this whic], the o People pay in the best way they like.

. n

L] : - r %
The nc;c ) %uesuo_n 'S—doe 3 “Sent onstitution Act does not allow.
of freedom ¢ ome indj :

King of this Act 1o2ton gl SONstitution Act provide for the growth
th—?l‘;glmy o tiCularca:tn o PrOVinct 1&8 Possibility has been givc;: bt d bi;
wi . Cmyp € durj nths, an
w0 far by working the Act uI]t to sh wha:nf i the laSttll n*}loavc ‘obtained
1 ord Lothian in a Mat‘?mt‘nt ? * Mmarch § Chievements we

4 O

-Ovi the A
i ov_n]CCS Ct wy s .t e Py ; 3 -

111'C ectation, and thae If ji, L0 Ing Satj(«i? befo_l‘e he left India said that_' I
B i;ﬂd Sewaraj Wil be ne, o Was y, 8actorily —myuch beyond the average
Pu L hand In the same spirit in the centre,

tannot speak with accuracy as 1o

con

for freedom. Sir, the other day
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what extant there has been ad_vanr‘.cmcnt towards 1':_';11‘ .I'rc:«tclmu lln.'nu_gh
the working of the Constitution in other Provinces, _but il we are to judge
the noble Lord’s statement by what h::{; taken p!:mc In our province, we must
say itis the voice of the propagandist that is being heard through his
Smteg;:,nité was urged by many Brit_Ish Rm‘md Tablers thut. t}u:_ _schc:m- ol
Provincial Autonomy would usher in healthy developmetit of political parties
with distinct party programmes.  What programme hud_ the last (-‘u\'u.:'ll-
ment put b fore the country 2 In the last Assem: ly sessions, ‘the question
was pointedly.put to the Ministry—the SAMe question s being put to-day.
What answer has the Ministrv been able to give 2 No, Sir, there has  been
no answer till now and there'is 'no ].)rissihilily for any answer from them in
future. We have sexn that one.po:tion.al the Cabiner thinks of 2 particu-
lar problem in one manner, \_\'llll*: the other portion of ‘the same feels in o
different manner ; the result is th;u. not only can th;:l:g: be no public declara-
tion over any question, even the Ministerial party with the Ministers them-
sclves do not go to the same lobby.  Sir, the'position of the present Minisery
over the ** Line_question ** is a pont at 1ssue.  We find a Cabinet member
in the new Cabinet who held view Just opposite to another ‘member of the
same Cabinet—just combining together, to form a happy family of Ministry,
Over the Sylhet Medical School motion we had the mteresting  spectacie of
one section of the Ministerial party going o a different lobby “from the one
entered by another section.  In the motion for the acceptance -of Communj.
cations Board and their rcmnmu:nr.lntlon in ‘the last Budget Session, the
Hon’ble Chicf Minister  himself did not vote for his ‘own motion ; and
similarly in other motions regarding M(:mbe_rs’ Salary, the Ministry yas
maintaining inexplainable EI_IL}ILJ(II{. Inscrutable  had indeed  been (he
ways of the Ministry and vet it is to be believed  that Government is being
Tun on party lines and we want a noble Lord to sing support for this
autonomy,
Then, Sir, look at the party honour or honour of the M;
defeat of the Ministry over many important measures is too well known -
all the important newspapers of India including the Slatesman were expres-
YD SULPHISE™ #t™their “continuance. Anybody of men with

party honour op of party politics would have resighed,
ment feel the leagt

nistry.  The

but did the Govern-
ashamed to continue their government. It did not
matter whetlﬂmr their point ot view was not accepted by the House ; it did
not matier if the House disappioved of their action over a particular matter
they must continue in office. But the pertinent question in  this connection
would be “““to do*what . The ostensible reply of course has been ¢ (g
carry on the administration,”. Sir, the old bureaucratic administration also
carried it the same way—1I feel sometimeés—more efficiently, and Surely
with less rar cour.,

Then look at the honour of the Hon’ble Ministers inreference to thejr
relation with the executive’hiead of the Province, whose advisers they ape
The attitude of the House over the staff of the Commissioners is known
us all.  With only 11 votes ‘in favour of retention, an 0
all the rest of the House the supplies for the staff of the Comm;
refused—not surely to harm the clerks, but to CXpress our protesy againse (|
retention of the Commissioners agairst constitutiona] demand kfor d e
away with them irn a poor province 1 ke Assam.  We voted cven (he o ()1:1g
mentary demand for payment 0 thim during . pericd of (he ]'-‘]_)-_1-‘"
The Hon’ble the Chief Minister assurced us (] he would not ]ni““r“"“:‘-
more demand ; yet the day alter the Goverpop o+ d g any

OF dlrects ke wllepiniee -

any scnse ol
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another dcmnn.:.l for the next three months 0[: the year. Z,i\,fhcnthqu(‘gt\mtr:lcd[
the Hon’ble Chief Minister told us that he refused to intro uccl CC t_.m‘( :c‘
himself when asked tq do so by the Governor ; but altlmugh t u_‘:] ;ow-u ;](Qlt
did introduce this demand by virtue of his own prerogative, w lmt P‘O‘]@1
the Hon’ble the Chicf Minister lodged is not known to T.}le WOt .< A
He however remains ip his office, happy and contcntc:{i. His mr-ml;u‘ u
head of the popular Government is probably not of much concern ; ut :;?
the honour of his Party and of the Houre as a whole any concern to him .:‘
No, Sir, not 5o long a5} can carry on. Taken to task possibly by Ilis
Iixcellency, and denjeq by his party on occasions, the Government yet
cheoses to €arry on, and not resign in protest to one or thc_othc;‘. .
But a proper reading may give yet another interpretation of thc. Hon’ble
the Chiel Minister'y whole conduct, and we naturally ask is not this wln_)le
affair a Pré-arranged transaction between the Governor and the Chief
Minister 2 Tt looks g if the Governor and the Chief Minister arc supple-
menting onc anothep, Thus, between the Govc::no:‘ and h:s:, C._hlef' Adviser
the right of the 'epresentatives of the people is most unjustifiably taken
away. The electors demand for a reasonable retrenchment is turned down
—rank autocracy has jig fy;)) play, and the Hon’ble Ministers are cither con-
nving Or -actively helping  (his ‘suppression of legitimate popular _rights.
This state of alfairs "eported as successful working of the Constitution

t.
g But the Governmen h

ave given an even more dearading exhibition of
tactics for the only .

et ] Purpasec of retaining their office in rt‘:lation to the
Jast rv:lut[]_]’f]g (?F the Minisiry.  We have hearc and are hearing of resigna-
27 of Ministers for failure to implement one’s praogramme due to adverse
tl_ﬂ.nl’lmsmnces, of resignations due to the faintest want of confidence of the
C:]clsc they lead. nly the other day the Congress Ministry  in gwo
}‘I_(;l‘rinccs resigned \])CC;]“SQ the Governor interfered with their decisiong
?fd'qrding I'f_’:](‘?lSC of political prisoners.  This is of course unthinkable to the
x;‘am Ministry as their conduet over the demand for the Commissioners’
«(ablishment shows. Byt they are prepared to resign to oust some of their
es ‘m-llile Colleagues  wip, whose help they managed (o carry on the
‘:3 S\rcl;nh‘lcnt for about a year just to get in again. ] h(v)" are piepared to
Go by the count of (5 heads and never by measures, and have no
‘L’fositﬂtion to QVGI‘!IH‘OW their colleagues and work behind their back, in ordep
Illl(;nt {hey Iﬂcfi"):‘:]’;;'zg}(‘)ttltl_t' chance of « carrying on ’_’ und(:_‘ the new  count,
Y it any chang policy or programme that reguires this change 2N,

..~ the world k{"-OW_S Nothing alout it. The Hon’ble Chijef Minister - did
Sir, tell us thatin his g

e ] atement the other day. The whole thing reads to
us like S(Tm; S ot to overthrow the unwary and the simple, and it is jn acts
GF Phis' lan 1at the Ministry seems to revel.,

But the most singy]
yor lends hig seal

ar thing ahout it is {hat cven His Excellency the
ST
Govel and hcalthy c

to these transactir ns. He brushes aside al} popular

wishes, Listry to Conti()n\fenlions over all the important matters in allowing
1 - ¥ . - A
the 1\’11:1 invoking e in Spite of defeats. He plays the - réle of an auto=

o1 Lo L ; anted special powers for turning down popular
dcﬂlaﬂhe Hon’ble

Lssibl. (Appla:?f) SPEAK_ER.: I do not think criticisms like these are
ey sjut GOPINA Y i

Sfc‘?by you, 'lﬂhus,lil«; ‘?R,QQLQI: All right, Sir, I refrain from this

5k yule r, we see that o N lysing the whole work of the Government during

) Qpijqa;}cls ol the People could be satisfied,

4 ’ g . Ne gof
(he ye prcscnt*‘“"cs i the Ag;l-l - . : e
Cibly ‘could not lunction on theip behalf,

their ke
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'I'ne Ministry remained irresponsible to the wishes and desires of the repre-
sentatives of the people, and His Excellency the Governor himself has played
the 16le of an autocrat on occosions instead of being the Constitutional
head of a province,

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member should not criticise
His Excellency the Governorin this way.

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: The whole Government is based
on the count of heads without any policy and programme. On the other
hand, the people continue to be ground under abject poverty and distress.
‘This is the picture of autonomyy that we are having ! s it very surprising
for any reasonable man to try o get rid of this dispensation as early as
possible ?

And this is exactly what the Congress is out to do. In spite of this
abject failure we are told that the Constitution is working and that we should
also work out the Federal Scheme. In my last budget speech, Sir, I point-
ed out the defects of the Scheme: how all the powers were reserved in the
hands of the alien rulers. Ome can well understand the mockery of a Constj-
tution for a free people, when it is found that the defence of the country and
the foreign relations, are in the hands of their foreign rulers : when its finan-
cial policy is controlled by foreign interests, when one cannot get rid of fat-
salaried public servants who absorl) so much of the revenues of the country -
when you cannot have control of your own trade and commerce; when
railway and banking interests are governed by a body of men out to serve
the interests of Britain than of Indin. All these disabilities are perpetuated
by specific provisions in the Act. Then, Sir, look at the composition of the
proposed Federal Chamber. More than one-third of the members of the
Cpuncil of State and nearly one-third of the members in the Federal Assembly
will come from the States, in most of which autocracy ina most undiluted
form prevails. And these members of the States are not to be elected by the
?ﬁoplﬁ‘—lhe}’ may be sent to the 1 spective Chambers by them in any way
elfgrlclnt? Ou'fftlus we will l'}avc a curious com];inatio-n of the most reactionqry
B e 0 serve the interests 0:E'0ur foreign rulers on. the one l};md, with

presentatives of British India, where also a fair population of the
communally-minded people would be there. Thus through this tug of war
between many reactionaries and small number of progressives, through the
motley com-b_ma.tion of irreconciliables, and with all the powers of free
government in the hands of our British rulers, we are asked to hail thj,
scl}eme, and Lord Lothian asks us to work it. Sir, I feel we should ceage ¢
exist before we voluntarily accept this schemc. We should surely do IOI'
that lies in our power to resist it. o

Thus the whole Act has got to be rejected : both reason and exper;
point to the same conclusion. We cannot remain satisfied with thcp rmmce
Constitution : it must go. It must be substituted by a Constitutionp cls<_:nu
should be drafted by our own men without any imposition from Oth’ l'lc;:h
Our own representatives, chosen on adult fl‘élIlChist=:——--1:t:pn:se':ntaliv::1 ei’
majorities and minorities—must be our Constitution makers, and it is os (I)
to such a Constitution that we will lend our willing a‘llcqia-néc And cvc:?i}E'
that Constitution has to be written with our own b:looa,. Si:r. we must he
prepared for it. ’
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Finance Minister’s reply on budget discussions

The Hon’bie ¢ .
the Government, he SPEAKER :
' The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Sir, dulrmg' my temporary absence in the Upper House, I am told that one
of the (fﬂ ing lights of the party which is led by the last speaker said that
there was H.O spnrtsmanship in me. I have seen curious example of sports-
manship from the Teader of that group. The learned Leader burnt many
hours of midnight o, writing a thesis on  political philosophy and, without
gl\-’mg} “;‘&. tme to yeply, goes on reading in spite of rulings from the Chair
that t}mt‘ tnistry should be given a chance to reply. He is sportsman
enough t0 €riticise Lord Lothian who, he has forgotten, is not present before
the House to reply,  1¢ iq sportsman enongh to give us a lecture on the two
resolutions which he hag tabled and which may come up for discussion on
Monday nmext.  We heard that this Constitution Act is no good and that
the sOONEr 1L 1S Scraped out by onc framed by a Constituent Assembly the
petter. I think in 3 fairness he should have spared us from all that bit of
lecture mz:lsmuch as he and some members of his.party have tabled a reso-
lutlontons_fat matter. And this lectvre he foisted on us in spite of your
protCSIS, I, and he has encroached upon the time meant for the Ministers
to reply- : ir, I must refuse to reply to the charges he has made because
I hm?f:_ a%cc)l ﬁl\:g otflrnc and I have only scven minutes to reply on behalf of
8Cc ALY my colle: i
Ty Sir, this is sprgscd ]f;%zc; discussion of the budget. If a lecture on
Oﬁticﬂl Phllomphy was to be attempted a_n'd the Co:vlstitution Act has to be
attaCde’ t_hc learned Leader of the Opposition in ‘h:s absence shou.ld have
dctailed his Dcpl:uy Leader or some other Constitutional Jawyers of his party
to arguc that point at the same time giving mec sgmctlmc to mect h.lS points
and give a Cl‘ushmg reply that the arguments _mcn%l. {-n a g‘t‘:ncral discussion
of the budget we are primarily concerned with 1 ingncial aspeets ofithe
admimsu}atllon'o So, Sir, I will not be jured into the trap which the hon.
ider ol thie Uppositi 1as set. .
Lcad}c-:lc has bccolnlrc ?lil,o 3n1lw.mtcd CLFStOdlan 0{; .m}’ lfl'] onour and th(? honour
of the Ministry.  Sir, he has also assigned for hl."nbc lfhc Lntecognised: cuss
sodianship of the honour of one of my cr(sitwbliz oH e%gucs. He said that
\he Ministry has got—not in so many words but 18 cflect—no honour or
]f.rcspcct and they have conunUCd.tO remain in office in spite of so called
se - that were eflected in this House in the last budget session. If I had
f}lllc time, 1 would have given a thoroug'hl}f :ﬁzn(\;nci):ﬁi;zply Iti(:x ttlilﬁe‘ charges
hich have been levelled by the Leader 0 PP - aving e
o minutes now at my disposal I have got o LWL 1080 iato Biemi-an fully
i o e o o o S b, e o 5 e
hite ihs b . hes. The bitterness ac at the
know W : ¢ shoe pin up in this House has not been called by
Leader of the so called biggest gbjioinlijstrY' (Cheers and laughter.) 1 am told
t during the recent Cabinet resigna-

that any numb ! e sen
tion asking tha‘t’rtcll}f tcgglamssw‘ga rty should be called upon to form the
Ministry. Thie rezomr?:fl:it::xtioﬂ however, His Excelfencyfdld I?'Otbaccept'
That iS the gen - 3 = t and that is the reason ort 18 urning
of midnight ol by, 0% this diatribe

I think there should be one reply from

By profes-
1 have practised at
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Gauhati with the hon. Leader of the Opposition and I suppose he will give
me that certificate. (A woice : You are arzuinz a bad casc.) By a for-
tuttous circumstance I find myself here as Finance Minister of the Province.
But I confess I am not as good a financier like some of my hon. friends
sitting opposite. However, I never pretended to be a magician and I never
promised to produce rabbits from my cap. Every one knows about the
limitations of our finances. Everyone knows what our liabilities are {rom
the figures I have laid before the House in the shape of budget estimates.
Wkere is the money T could produce for new schemes ?
reply from my friends in the opposite will be ¢ Wh
That will be marteaging the future generation for the benefit of the present
generation. Sir, from what little of financial problems T have studied, 1 can-
not bring myself to that conclusion and it is my view

that the present
genera‘ion has no right to burden the future generation with a heavy load

of debt.  Thercfore, Sir, there was not much that I could produce by way
of new schemes. -

Some hon. gentlemen remarked that I should have anticipated the
decision of the Retrenchment and Resources Committee and produced all
my cards now.  Sir, my sportsmanship dors not lead me to take that course.
One hon. mzm"“er was uncharitable enough to say that I have purposely
delayed the holding of the Retreachment Committee session in order to
avoid making any reductions or economies. I emphatically deny  that
charge. Those hon. members who have sat with me in the Retrenchment
Committec know lLow far I was helplul and enthusiastic in bringing
about a reduction in expenditure (Hear | hear !'). It is well known to cvery-
body that we had to adjourn our deliberations on account of the immi-
nence of the Durga Ponja holidays. Some hon. members who sat in the
Committee requested me to close the szssion so that they may reach their
homes before the Mahalaya. I had to accede to that religious request.  Alter
the Pooja holidays, 1 had to get ready for the sessions of the Upper
House and from carly December began the session of this House which
continued till the Qliristias holidays. After that in the ncw year, I had
to go to Delhi to attend » very important Conference and I hope my hon.
friends who are members in the Committee will bzar mie out when I say
that without my help and guidance they will not be able to conduct their
deliberations in the way they themselves - would like and so they require
my presence (Fear | Jiear ). Then we had to start this budget session. Where
was the time to convene o meeting of this Committee ? Therefore, I could
not p.r_oduce anything in the way of economy or in the shape ol new
taxation.

Sir, I was amused by a remark made by the hon. member Dr. Saikia
when he said t' at T must produce the goods without taxation. How can I
do that, I would like to know. I wish he had glven me some indications
how this feat can be performed.

I mentioned in my budget speech that there is a vast quantity of land
which is waiting settlement and if settlement could be given of this land, the
imuch needed revenue to the province will accrue. Exception has been taken
to that remark I made, from various quarte:s. I must say that there i
misconception about that in many 1’_10n- mcmjoers’ minds. - T did not ask that
immigrants-sho}ﬂd be brought: in iror_n Ol}lSIdC and the land settled with
them. According to one hon. leading light of the front Benches on the
opposite there arc.as many as 270 lakhs ?{?r.es of cultivable waste if I
remember aright, available, }"lhcse 27011'5{1 15 of cultivable waste land, if
Convcrted into bighas gives 8} crores of bighas. 1f e can settle cven a

OFf course the
y don’t you borrow > ?

is a
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fourth P{ that vast quantity, we can have
were given by g

1ay a large income. These figures
hon, Srijut D °

¢beswar Sarmah in his speech.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS :

Report. I think he quoted it from the Census

R

The Hon’hble M

aulavi
‘That may be, but ] 1 Sa

ollecteq my

iyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -

figures from his speech.

L As T was saying. cven .

' now thrown open R;r("s:.lliu(lr one-fourth of that available waste 1
. e . theme L

ol revenuc \\'hmh will g6 5 mil:;[ L}-]

nation-building dcpmtmtlﬁs at

; ands were
at will bring in from ten to fifteen lakhs
a4y to meet the growing demands of our

I was amused
I least expected CTIticism  1ym .
yeople.  Since the 1b1‘nmt1:)1;‘un?1‘.’ from the hon. representative of Tribal
. the last ten months, e p;g\l the present Ministry, that is to say within
. 4 SO 7 [Py - ~
spread of primary educatipy, l'o:]:f Ministry has earmarked Rs. 10,000 for
e

extra grant of Rg, 62,00, Thay } schedule and tribal people out of a total
next years bUdgCt_, that jg one atis U{C provision that has been included in
of primary education,, T’l‘“!] of the grant has been set apart for spread
(ribal people and the What is the num )

% s v ber of the trib: * Slaile
of I)C()I)le out ol 86 lnkhsl S People settled in cr of the tribal people ?  The

also to e
; 1car e i .
' another criticism from a quarter from which

sl Or thay JAn the plains f'orm_roughly 6 lakhs

And we h"}VC l:;”"_“'_cd for tilenrvlgrf one-fourteenth of the total population.

v i P”“.i]“;?’ cducation, Sir, if l‘hi)s( ni‘s-"u“lb’ one-sixth of the new expenditure

‘ | what will ¢ not helping them, I do not know
Y Sir, the clock showsg that | I ;

i ® cJose by saying that the (1l‘iliciq1,15a.vc SOt no time to speak further. T will

~ | made by the hon, mMembyeyg AR anl various suggestions which have been

be carefull

‘ple Colleagues, wi
on’ble Golleagues, whe), . :
H aPpear in the

hey y cousidered by me and my

printed proceedings.

Adjournment

The A[S-ZCI'H]JIY thep '1c1j
uary, 1938. “tJouy .
February hed (i) 11 a.m. on Saturday, the 19th
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The 1

ING: —Punt
110 “ ang buby
\a,

A. K. BARUA,

Sheq Secm[{”ﬂ’:
4‘\, < h\l tl .
INg 539 7_‘(’ bummim:-n dent, Assnm Government Press
12543 53 30050

Legislative Assembly, Assam.




