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Precezdings of the Fourth Szjsien of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled undey the provisions of the Governmen
of India Act, 1935

TrE ASSEMBLY met in the Assembly Chamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m., on
Thursday, the 3rd March 1938

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
STARRED QUESTIONS

{to which eral answers were given}

Surma Valley Students’ Association
Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asked :

*127. Will Government be pleased to state——
(@) If the Surma Valley Students’ Association has been

proscribed as an illegal association by the Government of
Assam or Bengal ?

() If maot, will Government he pleased to state if they are aware
that the Head Master of the Government High School,
Sunamganj, is trying to keep students away from the
said Association ? b
#128. Has the attention of Government been drawn to a notice issued
by the said Head Master on certain students on the 27th January, 1938,

threatening disciplinary action for their sympathy for the said Students®
Assodation ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replicd :

127. (a)—No.

(b) and 128.—Government have no information, but have
enaquired,

Abolition of the mnew scheme Madrasas
" Maulavi MABARAK AL acked -

*129. (a) Are Government aware of the fact that new scheme Madrasag
are not wanted by the public ?

. (b) Do Govcrnment
abolishing the new scheme Ma
scheme Madrasas ?

(¢) Ifnot, do Gover i in-ai
e nme pose¢ to give grant-in-aid to of

scheme Madrasas ? P at peay 2 grant d

‘d) Il not, why not ?

proposc to consider the desirability of
drasas and to divert that grant to old
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replicd :

129. (a)—No. They are very popular, as is proved by_I_h.C fac{g,ih:?;
the number of Madrasas has increased from 3 in 1920-21 te 73 in 1931-
and 112 in 1937-38.
(4)—No. . RS
(c)—“Old scheme Madrasas” are now “‘Middle Madrasas
teaching Arabic, Persian and Urdu but not English.
Thirteen of thern are in receipt of grante.
(d)—Does not arise.
Maulavi MABARAK ALI: TIsthere any bar to giving graat-in-aid to
old scheme Madrasas ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: No bar. )
Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Will Government consider the desirabis
lity of granting grant-in-aid towards these Madrasas ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, Sir, ] am PrCP"“cd
2o discuss the matter.

Appointment of a teacher in the Nilmoni High Eaglish School,
Karimganj

Maulavi MABARAK ALY asked:

*130. Will Government please state—

(a) Whether any teacher in the Nilmoni High Fnglish :
rimganj, has been appointed cither permanently OF
rily within a year or so ?

(5) Whether he is a Hindu or 2 Muhammadan ?

gchool, Ka-
temporas

The Hon’hle Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied:

130. (a)—Yes. (temporarily;.
(6)—A Iindu.
: shether any - circular was
i ALY: May Il know W = b :
issuegi}?; gg:,;fﬁg‘:?ﬁ}i no Hinlu teacher would be appointed unjegq

. C e e reached ?
i g e of Muslims 1s reache
and ur;:l ;;1‘3 ?;;:f;::iiavi MUNAWWAR ALI: It hat a request by (he
I e O )

hon. member ?
Maulavi MABARAK ALIL:

ment ? '
The HOn‘ble Maulavi MUNAW"V’AR AILI: ND, 30 far as I am

aware,
Maulavi MABARAK ALL:
teacher will be permanently engaget

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: That I cannot say,

Was any circular issued by the Governs

May I know whether this temporary

:)

Sir.
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS '
(to which answers were laid on the table)’
Ré affaivs of 'the-Sunamganj Jubilee High School!
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked : -

390. Isita fact that'a rveceipt- book for- enlisting members for the -
Students’ Assoeiations has been snatched away from one - student - of the -
Sunamganj Jubilee High School by the Assistant Head Master and ‘submit- -
ted to the Head™ Master ?

391. Isit a fact that the Head Master threatened the guardians that he -
would drive out'the students from the school, if any of his studénts are -
found, in any way, associated ‘with any studénts’ association ?

392 Is it'the-policy of Government that:the studénts’ associations should
be dissolved ' ?

393. Do Government propose to-make enquiriés aboeut this Sunamganj:
affair and'take steps to discontinue such intervention on the part of the staffs.
of Government educational institutions ?

) 394. Is-ita fact, that there is a Muslim studénts® association functioning <
ivarious:schools of the district of Sylhet ?-

The- Hon'ble-Maulavi MUNAWWAR:ALI replied :-

390* & 391'—Government have nosinformation, but have -enquired:”

Babw KARUNA: SINDHUROY:: Will Government take-it from: me-
as correct that arreceiptbesk was snatched away from:a studént onthe 2nd’
October by-the- Assistant: Head! Master - of "the- Sunamganj: Jubilee High:
School and confiscatedi?’ The-Headmaster himself told me that.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR' ALI: Will the hon: member-
state what he means. by “confiscated™ ?

Babi1 KARUNA SINDHU ROY: WhatI want to say that one of the-
teachers took away the-receipt book and'gave it to the Héadmaster- and the-
Headmaster kept it with: him..

Thz Honlble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: All that T cansay is that
I have-called for-a report and the matter has engaged my attention.

Baby KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Has the attention of Government
been drawn to the letter of the President, Surma Valley Federal Students’
Association, published in the Ahandi Bizar Patrika, dated 22nd Magh last ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Yes, I have seen that
letter.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:: Do Government favour the-
growth of Students’ Assoclations ? )

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI:: We are: not going to.
prevent that,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: What will be the attitude of"

Government with regard to the formation of Students’ Associations in” the
province ?

. The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Our attitude will be that
of indifference and no action will be taken unless they go wrong,
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: In case thereis such growth

b - c . -
of numerous Studcnts_ Associations, will Governmant have any point of suspi=-
cion upon them ? : :
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI: Nothing of the kind.
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: If a Headmaster is to threat-

en like this what attitude will Government take ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALT: Like what 7
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Like that stated in qucstion

No.391.
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALY: As T have already stated,

I have called for a report and I cannot say anythinz just now as to what

was the attitude of the Headmaster.

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :
392.—No, provided that they function inn a legitimiate manner.
393.—Government have undertaken to enquire into the facts and will

pass such orders as to them may appear necessary,

maintenance of proper discipline in their schools.
394.—Yes.

Number of officers of the Special Excise Seafl at Golakganj
Srijut RUPNATH BRAHMA asked :

395. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) Thf: number of officers of the opecial - Excise staff at Golakganj
in the Dhubri  subdivision with their names and monthly

salaries ?
(6) What are their duties ?

(c) For how long the staff is there ?

(d) Where they live and how much Government spend anrually for

their quarters ?

(¢) Whether Government propose to keep the staff there perma-

nently ?

(f) If so, whether Government propose to  have permanent guarters
of its own for the stafl to minimise expenditure incurred for

their quarters ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

395. (@)—1. Srijut Kamal Chandra Saikia, Special

arma, znd Hararam Katita on Rs. 12 per mensem cach.

([ Sycd Almasuddin, Special Excise Jermadar on R, 1y

" per mensent.
<. Patrol Part :
4 f‘\ per mensem with special pay of Rs. 4 per Mmensem.

Akaluram Kahar, Special Excise peon op Rs: 13

per menscm with special pay of Rs,

(6)—The duties of the stafl are to patrol the trains from Sorl
hat for the

other excis

Dhubri subdivision and supervises the work of the Patro] party.

(¢)—Since 1998 when Government adopted the posicy of reduction of

rations of epium consumers under 50 vears of age, hy ten per cent. am

consistent with the

Inspector of
Fxcise on Rs.100 per mensem and his two peons named  Chandra Kantgy

1swar Chandra Pal, Speccial Iixcise peon on 'Rs. 15

4 per mensemy.,

p - Yorbhog to Songa.
Purpose of prevention and detection of the smuggling of opium and

able articles, The Special Inspector has Jurisdiction over the

nnually,

o

L]
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(d)—Golokganj, their headquarters. -
Rupees 180 for the Special Excise Imspector, Rs. 48 for the Speeial

Excise Jemadar and Rs. 48 for the two Special Excise peons are being spent

annually as their house allowances.

(e)—No. The headquarters of the preventive stafl are required to be
changed from time to time as the stmugglers change their routes and so the
headquarters of the staff at Golokganj are liable to be transferred clsewhere
at any moment in accordance with the exigencies ol the circumstances.

(f )—Does not arise. :

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS
GRANT No.19
(40.—AGRICULTURE)

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: On the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to
move that a sum not exceeding Rs.5,93,500 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
31st March 1939, for the administration of the “Agriculture Department.’

The Hom’ble the SPEAKER : The motion moved is that a sum not
exceeding Rs.5,93,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1939, for
the administration of the “Agriculture Department™.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Belore the subject is taken wup, may
I have a little bit of information from you, Sir ? I put certain questions and
they were admitted as starred questions. Wil they be coming up at all ?

The Hor’ble the SPEAKER : If the Government send the replies to
the Assembly Department in time then they will be available. I think
to-day is the last date for Government to send the replies to be put up on
the 5th. T do not know which questions the hon. member means. If the
replies have already come to our possession. of course they will be put up.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : There are as many as 32 cut motions.
The first one stands in the nam: of Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to
move that the provision of Rs.22,726 under Grant No.19, Major head—
40.—Agriculture, Minor head—A - Direction, Sub-head—2.—Pay of
Establishment, Detailed head—Clerks, at page 147 of the Budget, be
reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the wholc grant of Rs.5,93,500 do
stand reduced by Rs.100,

(To criticise the general policy of the administration.)

Sir, at the outset, I should point out that the shortness of time ‘within
which we have to confine our debates makes us quite unable to deal with
the subjects very properly  We expected that after having heard the grie-
vances of the hon. members of this House during the last Budget session,
the Hon’ble the Chjef Minister would kindly try to accommodate us and
allow some ore time than what has been granted during that Budget
session for discussion, e gave us definite assurance, but we are sorry to
sce that in this Budgct session the ti for discussion has been more reduced
than what we had iy, tl - Tl e not  but lai
inadequacy of time g ]re o elon, S, ve e Y I vl e
sentiment of the th opted for the purpose. I am sure am vorcing the

ole House j “oices—Yes).
If Hamlet haqg method in the matter. (Voi )

in their wisdom, The a0 his madness, our Government have no method
arl v 1 . 1¢ Agricultura] Department is spending a lot of money
annually, ?llf, as we haye oftentimes repeated on the floor of the House,
that no planned  system of working exists,  ‘I'he Agriculture Department
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is rather wasting its swectness in the desert air. Practically all their labour
has gone in vain for the last two decades. Shakespear’s Hamlet had a
method in his madness but our administrators have got no method in their
wisdom. That is why they have found no response front the villazers.

During the last Budgzt session. the Hon’ble the Chicf Minister sprang a
surprise upon us by bringing out of the Cibinct a giant pin zapple. We had
a glimpse of it, but no taste of the forbidden fruit. Our European incnc};
might have a taste of it like their Biblical ancestor. Otherwise in yesterday’s
debate they could not have claimed monopoly of all common sense. We
have no pretension to the monopoly of wisdom.  Of course, they arc in the
privileged position now unier the present constitution ol the Assam Legis-
lature so they dare say anything like this.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hopc the hon. member will come to-
the rcal point in his motion.

Babua RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Now, there is no necessity of
appointing some Demonstrators here and some Inspectors there: unless they
have got some programm= of policy to follow. If these Inspectors and
Demonstrators and other officers of the Department are not given any
difinite policy or programme for work, they would be given sermons to-
villagers which would have no better effect than the sermons of our mission--
ary friends in villages. Before anything is done in agricultural improvement I
think there must bz a survey of (1) lands unler cultivation, (2) cultivable
wastes, (3) lands which iyield no crop due to the vagaries of nature. If a
systematic plan is adopted, I think much more can be done to ameliorate the
lost of our poor cultivators.

Then com=s the g1zstion of azricultural marketing. Some Marketing
officers have bzen appoinred by Goveramsat. T do not know up till now

what they have done for the purpose of providing better marketing facilities.

for our rural people. So far as we know, they are collecting a statistics which,
may go on for any timz. With the question of agricultural finance is inter-
linked the whole question of agriculture.  Agricultural finance requires  two
kinds of finances—the short term financz anl the long term finance.  Short
term finance is mainly concernzd with giving the cultivator temporary credit
for purchasing seeds and plough cattle and other agricultural implements by
hypothecation of the crop. Our Co-operative Department was intended  to,
help the people for agricultural finance. Our Co-operative Socicties  missed
the point between short term and long term finance. %’goplc take loans.
from Co-operative Socieciies, but utilise that in a way for which they are not
really intended. That is why the Co-operative D.parvm~nt h{lS practicaily
met with failure in coping with the demands of our agrlcultu_ra pcoplc.-

Sir, these are important questions which cannot be ud‘;;us(icd N the
course of 7 or 8 minutes. But what I want to 1?‘1;"‘355}1 _p h SOVETNMeny,
is that they should adopt a definite policy to 'whl'c s tl cy 5‘01.1ld_ Confine
themselvas and try to concentrate all their encrgy and harness their e, 5

to the execution of that policy- Otherwise all their efforts will be ip vain,

Sir, the other day, I quoted a portion s fxe Repo'rt by Sir John
Russel on working of the cxpcruncntal stations. (_)ur Agriculture Depart-
ment should consider how to convey the lr‘e,sults achieved by the experiment-
al stations to the door of the caltivatos. %m:y ar¢ making new inv,cntiom,
finding out improvements, and I should like that our Agriculturc Depart.
ment should carry them to every house.

With these few words, T comnzad my mtion to the acceptance of ths
Hause.
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The motion moved is—that the provi-
sion of Rs.22,726 under Grant No.19, Major head—40.—Agriculture,
Minor head—A.—Direction, Sub-head-—2.-—Pay of Establishment, Detailed
head—Clerks, at page 147 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, ie., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.5,93,500 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir. In supporting
the motion, I want to draw the pointed attention of the Government in
connection with the financial aspect of the department. Sir, it will be
found from the inlormation supplied by the Hon’ble Minister for Agricul-
ture the other day on a question put by Mr. Abdur Rahman that 58 per
cent. pf the Dbudgeted amount of the Agriculture Depariment 1s spent in
§upcrmtendencc and establishment charges and only 16 per cent. 1s spent
in s.upplying improved seeds, manure and agricultural implements to the
agriculturists.  Now, Sir, I believe this is not supplied free of charge, but
they are sold to the cultivators. As in other departments the top heavy
character of this department is evident. The Government have budgeted
only Rs.25,000 for rural upliftment work and as usual we find the curious
spectacle of a Special Officer drawing, I believe, a salary of one thousand
rupees in pay and allowance. This Special Officer has to formulate a
§chcmc, but I understand a sum equivalent to one-eighth of the sum allotted
for the scheme has already been spent in conrection with the pay and
allowance of that Officer in merely conceiving the scheme. We do not
know hoxy much more money will be needed Lefore the scheme actually
sees tl}c light of the day. To our mind, Sir, this is unthinkable. There is
the Director of Agriculture si‘ting in the height of Shillong apparently with
all knowledge of agriculture and village uplift who in our opinion can be
enErustcd with the work of drawing u;S of a workable scheme under the
g_mdancc of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture and in collabora-
tion with the other departmental heads. Then, Sir, as regards the actual
working of the scheme, it may be entrusted to the Deputy Directors of Agri-
culture in charge of districts. = A Special Officer, to our mind is unnecessary.
Sir, if the department had been just a little more imaginative it might have
in many matters caused better improvement in cultivation specially with re-
gard to sugarcane cultivation. Sugarcane cultivation is, Sir, dying out to
the humbler section of the people on account of abnormal fall in the price of
gur. This is mainly due to the import of large quantity of gur from the sugar
producing provinces I mean the United Provinces and Bihar. Some protec-
tion in this matter is nceded and in my opinion a duty may be imposed on
imported gur. It may, of course, be argued that taxation will be on the
consumers but 1 think, they will not be affected. It will afford protection
to them, and a descent revenue may be e:-:pcctﬁd from ‘hls. source. which
may be car-marked for the improvement of sugarc e cultivation in - this
province. It may be pointed out that this is allowable under Appendix 1,
Chaplter f(l of the Government of India Act under hleildsl mthcr;iﬂ or 49—tax
on sale of gogdg ¢ : - o into local area for consump-
tion. So %Ovci'g;lzf:ts :'::1 l'?: ﬁﬂtlﬁ’ 'Of DOOdfax on this imported goods. :

< ry well impose 4

s The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member has exceeded his
1me. =

' Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA: 1 will finish soon. I may also
point out that the fryjq garden in Shillong may be abolished and the land
may be sold and the money thus Obta{ngdbmay be utilised for the improve-
snent of (;ul.twatlon‘.' This fruit garden js absolutely unnecessary according
to our opinion.  With these feyy words, I support the motion. :




746 DEMAND FOR GRANT [3rD MaRr,

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: I would
rather say, Sir, that so long the ficld of activity occupied by our
Agriculture department was confined only to central places. They have
their agricultural farms somewhere near the towns. They have
their cattle breeding farms some where near the metropolis. Now the
scheme of model village is in the contemplation of Government and we
hope that model villages should be in central places within easy access.
Sir, my suggestion would be that these fields of activity must be now changed
and all these should be located in such places where the people require help
and suggestion of the department very badly. Their case must be first
taken up. For the agriculturists what we require ?  We require cattle and
for cattle we require grazing lands. It is also the business of the depart-
ment to sec that thesc agriculturists’ cattle should have good grazing and
pasture lands. The agriculturists should have, I should say, protection for
their fields from visits of animals and birds, etc., and have protection from
pest of water hyacinth and ravages of floods. In this connection I wculd
submit that the Agriculture Department should mobilise all its energy and
force to the interior of the villages. My next point is that so far as the dis-
tribution of seeds are concerned we often find costly advertisements in
some newspapers. I should ask in this connection what is the percentage
of literacy amongst our agriculturists > I think, there are very few people.
So I suggest that all the energies of the department should be mobilised in
such a way that our agriculturists who, s we all know, are mostly il-
literate can have some sort of benefit from this department. It is no good
running an Institution and spending the entire amount in maintaining its
officers, without looking to the interests and comfort of the agriculturists.
I do not know whether much benefit will come out by appointing a Special
Officer. I would rather suggest that the money that is going to be allotted
for the model village scheme should be erftrusted to the Subdivisional Offi-
cers. 'They may be asked to take into confidence and asked to take sugges-
tion from the Local Members of Legislative Assembly or _some other leadin
people who have got interest in agricultural matters. If one Special O
ccr were deputed to tour throughout the provinc:(:-——alﬂu:)uflrh 1 do not
know what would be his travelling allowance—it would not be practicable
for him to look into the needs of the agricultural people of the province., If
it is at all the intention of Government to sce to the betterment of the pover-
ty stricken agriculturists, T should say that much work in that direction
could be done in co-operation with the Subdivisional Officers and local
officers.  So far as the removal of indebtedness of the agriculturists jg
concerned, I should submit that without the help of the Co-operative
Department it is not practicable. ~Although the Money Lenders’ Bill a4
been intended to do away with the Mahajans, I' shpuld say that thee
Mahajans were of great help to the agriculturists in times of need. (Hegqy 1
hear )  OF course, in some cases some of the Mahajans have bee ;
hard hearted, but I should say from my own experience that tho
were careful to utilise the money of the Mafigjans were much 1

ow, we find that the Mahajans are very shy in lending out {hejr
and the Agriculture Department have not been of any real help
masses. We find in most cases that some sort of influence is exercised by
the officers of the Agriculture Department, and so, my submission is that
the Agriculture Department should not take up the money lending business
but if they really want to relieve the distress of the people, they should
look into the real needs of the people, and not behave like the Pathan
Mahajans, 1 have already given the suggestion that without protecting their
cattle and Jand jt s Gmpossible for Government  to improve  the

n ver

s¢ who
enefited,
money,
to the
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present. condition. of agriculturists. Now, as I have said, the seeds that
are to be distributed should-be left in the hands of the Demonstrators.
I would welcome if the services of some high officials arc dispensed with and
in their places a larger number of Demonstrators are appointed. They should
be placed in some centres of activities of our ignorant and illiterate masses so
that the masses will get their help.

Maulavi DEWAN MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I beg.to say only a few words and give my humble suggestions
regarding the policy of the Agricultural Department. But at the same time
it must be made clear that I do not support the censure motion of the hon.
mover.

Sir, India at the present age is primarily an agricultural country.
Once India was an industrial and prosperous country who supplied food
and clothes to the rest of the werld. She had her own navy, own industry
and own army to safeguard her shores from the hands of the foreign agres-
sion. She was called by Lord Macaulay as Garden of Eden. But, alas,
she has now been degraded to the status of agricultural country ! She has
become so poor that she had no food to eat and no clothes to put on.
Burma, Siam, China have become suppliers of our food. .

Sir, cultivators are the backbone of our society. Upon their pros-
perity, the prosperity of the whole India depends. So, it is our foremost
duty to ameliorate thecondition of the agriculturists.

Sir, agriculture may truly be called a nation building department.
Agriculture and Industry are the two pillars upon which the structure of
our nation depends. : :

Sir, [ am very glad that the portfolios of Agriculture and Industry
have been entrusted in the worthy hands of the present Minister of
Agriculture and Industry—I mean the Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul Matin
Chaudhuri. He comes from -the village. Heis Rcrfcctl—y familiar with the
needs and requirements and grievances of the agricultural people. He has
already caught the imagination of ‘the I?nasiles ?.:lgn élf;: r‘gifc:;lme the hero of

3 people.  We fully appreciate his 1dea .
the Ig?:, rI:ny Eon. friend I\Xr. I(%Dmco Kumar Das and Mr. Haladhar Bhuyan
have referred to the benefit of the masses. 1 heartily appreciate the ideas,
but at the same time, I do not understand the mass contact movement which
has political c¢hal and motive behind it. : .

““ Dal Bhat is the real problem of our country. lIn my nrst bl}dgct
speech 1 said that we hear that socialism and _comml'llrlnsm are gaining
ground in India. Give them food and‘ every thlr;git W:h Van:)ih- 'll'It still
stick to my former views. We do not like to fXP(; bornc 'rlxjov'llal i <=:ra.t:::1
masses to attain our selfish political ends. Sir, 1 wa : fcell 1 dgcs an
b d brought up in the agricultural surroundings. proud to say

R 5 pans, 1f you have a real darad and sympa-
that I belong to the agricultural class. I you ! e in vilages, D6 e
thy for the poor agriculturists, come and live wit s

live 1n the village and die for the agriculturlsts.

Some of (aux!:b‘r friends are apt to say we the members of i_‘::ng(;siim- Lc?.-
gue have no plan and programme of our own. In order lto i elr mis-
co;:ce;_ztmn I tfhink it will not be irrelevant and out of place 1t [ quote helow
a few 1items of our progra : .

To adopt measures el uplift, improvement of village communica-
tion, provision of better medical facilities, water supply In rural areas, pro-
vision of pastures and grazing lands, State Agricultural_ Farms_. _

To make an agricultural survey of the province with a view to improve-
ment of agricultural lands by constructing bunds, excavating _khals and by
other means and alsowith a view to crop planning cultivation of suitable

money Crops.
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To adopt measures for protection against ravages of recurring floods.

To encourage cottage industries and small indigenous industries.

Adoption of a well defined labour policy aiming at amelioration of the
condition of labouring and working classes including payment of fair and
equit ble wage, provision for insurance, better housing and adequate educa-
tional and medical facilities.

Adoption of preferential policy favouring use of Assam and Indian
products in the province and in Government Department.

Sir, with the permission of the House and with all due respect to them
may I read a few lines regarding the village programme :

@5 ‘T ATARE Fify 151 =IRAT
stizg” «18 AFIR FAR |
7% 13 7F17 Aes3a = adig
q:t ga fame Faa |
s& ST vesrsa 11 af® |rets=

catat At 52 stfaath )
SiE ol (AR AttrE s Aga
FetatE onta At St

Myr. NABA KUMAR/DUTTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is an admitted
fact that Assam is an agricultural province and 90 per cent. of its population
are agriculturists. The welfare of the province 1s.mt1matc1y connected with
the welfare of the agriculturists and therefore the importance of this Depart-
ment cannot be denied. But what we find from the present Agricultural
Department ? We find that there is no lack of officers in this Department.
We have a¥Director of Agriculture, Deputy Directors of Agriculture,
Inspectors of Agriculture, Superintendents of Agriculture, an Economic
Botanist and what not ; but the poor peasants are still struggling with
old implements for their very existence. It 1s rather a high time that
this Department should be re-shuffled. Firstly, 1t 1s Suﬂ'en.ng. from top-
heaviness ; there are too many heads with a few arms ; and it is the duty
of the Government to increase the arms—the Demonstrz:tors, so that there
may be one Demonstrator for each thana. (Hear | hear ! )h , .

(2) Asregards the marketing problem, I must say t1 at t1 eDMarketmg
Officer is doing very little in this respect. The L?grltcjc:;g:t ccllbartment
is keeping itself engaged in doing experimental W?:-‘ ilirk i thi;m Sylhet,
but the poor raiyats are being kept absolutely in tne da IS respect,

nd Demonstrators of Agric

(3) T suggest that the Inspectors a e i gricultype
should come in close touch with the poor rayaws 1 persuade them to

: ltivate various kinds of crops in
use modern implements and to cultiv o o a vyear,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: On @ pomnt ol order, Sir, g
this the right time for giving suggestions : [ think he must either support
the moti se 1t. .

A4 uoﬁ?:—okgﬁg discussing the general policy Qf the Department.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: [ have full right to give suggestions.
I am criticising the policy of this Department and at the same time giving
suggestions to the Government. ) ' :

Sir, we all know that this province is suffering for want of an agricul-
tural institution, and it is up to t_he Government to see that an agricultural
school is established in this ;province very soon (Hear ! hear ! ) and in the
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meantime Sir, Government  should increase the number of agricultural
sc!_lol.arshlps_ so that our-boys may go to other provinces to get training in
this line to improve the lot of the people of this province.

Rev. L. GATPHOH: Mr. Speaker, Sir. The motion before the
House is a very important one. If the hon. member who moved the
motion wants to criticise the Government, and thereby is offering sugges-
tions to Gove_rnment if that be the case, I would like to join him in offering
somc suggestions to Government. The Agriculture Department is a very
impof tant department ; we know that the salvation of the province depends
i?i%ioyuoﬁ :lli:s Bepar‘tmcnt. If the country is to be saved from poverty it
it thge ne:d epaclitmcnt,.:&nd I would like to make some suggestions to
T.should fike ] alll_ conditions of my subdivision ; but before I do so
e thatscﬁnc ight thrown on this matter. I see in the _budget, at
o ethc.l.erle are a number of Agricultural Inspectors ; their number
A ng subld', the numbc_zr c:f the districts in tl:w province is 12, 'and the
R visioms 1s 25 ; if Nowgong and the Garo Hills, which have
Evidentlyita’are ad{:led to the n!.lr:n!)er; ther_l the total will be 27.
o Iﬁf;eétrts t_lat every subdivision excepting three or four has one
e a principlep t(i:l::)ll:n I want to know from the Government on what
division.of the disteios S}I:ve(;:tors or ]I?emonstrators are posted to each sub-
comeshpuldyalss oy OInot claim that the subdn_usxgn tfrom \f.'}:ll?h I
et Tevontleb tr : one lInspector simply because it is a subdivision ;
o e bec%u On_tlle attention of the Government the cause of the
syt el bisf 1t 1as a special advantage. This subdivision is not only
flowing with milku pdasiloral country also, it may be aptly ~called a land
2 land. fowine ;ﬁl noney. I can visualise the tin.e when it will be really
e ey gl ;1 milk and honey and ghee. I think at present the
P whics cfu 111;i In their heart of hearts are cursing the rivers of these
e seldoqu in th.c val]cv§ in §he rainy season, but if the
R m.x1 glve attention to this d.lstl“lci': as it deserves, I think, a
o ¢ when the people of the plains will bless these Hills, for the

d Y 'l?c the Surma and the Brahmaputra will then be flooded with butter
?n thl:m .bd%"h.e_rcfore, Sir, I press the Government to give due attention
A?gric:i ltili-al llvrllixon. And by giving the people of the subdivision an
o ey pector they will be encouraging th_etn to develop the
i Govcrnmenfoiutrr Another suggestion I would like to make is that
ol Geerihe should make better use of Experimental Farm in Shillong
bl FY‘prowldmg accommodation like hostels attached to these
Personally 1 arms where _educated young men could undergo training.

: y 'w_oulc'i sooner give scholarships to students who are willing to
unchrgo training in the Farm than taking a general course.
trainin‘goiﬁld Rersonally giw.g preference to teachers who have had some
s gernls gm pentry or agriculture to those wpo had simply gone through
the foon ar t‘ﬂ;se- Our friends on the other side advocate at one time on
teachers tra.in;f ir:) uzc for a demonstrator in_every village. If we have
will be possible fo. the agricultural farms, then the time will come when it
village in thig prov‘a tecacher to do demonstration 'work in nearly every
with such suggesiion < .L think the hon. members, if they come forward
district=—the Govcnfllsﬁdlﬁ‘crent according to the Ioca_l condi‘tmns of the
into these practical sypr Vould be very much helped in looking carefully

With these words,ggcsnons'

Srijut KRISHN) pr o 2€ my scat. .
about model village sche, NATH SARMA: I am going to discuss the point

1€s.  The term ‘model village’ is very charming to

hear. Do Governm
en a1 3
t want to restore the old village self-Government ?
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The village wherein lies the strength of the State has been ruined by a
century of exploitation. There is to be found malaria, kala-azar and starva-
tion. The village grazing reserves, the village fuel reserves and the wvillage
thatch and cane reserves are all gone. Even the drift wood are not allowed to
be caught. The fuel grown in their patta lands are not allowed to be sold.
The indebtedness is appalling. The illiteracy is a gift granted to us by ‘the
benign Government. (Hrar ! hear 1) The drunkenness in the open street during
Bijaya days on King’s highways are a testimony of the civilised Government.
(Hear ! hear ') The bug bear of smuggling, illicit distillation and growing of
wild bhang is leading the Government to increased drunkenness and smoking
of more ganja and also to keep the opium addicts to the irreducible minimum.
The Agriculture, Industries, Co-operative Credit, Veterinary, Live Stock,
Education, the so-called nation building departments are managed by experts.
The Ministry is powerless to override expert opinion. Medical experts
say that without opium a man will succumb ; hence our Minister allows him
a pass to use opium to save his life. The excise experts say that there is
smuggling in the hills and valleys in the distant regions where no human
soul can enter. No use of prohibition. The agricultural expert says that
we are making experiments and researches. The educational experts say
we are out to wipe out illiteracy. The Public Health and Medical exoerts
say that they are making surveys of all diseases and are trying to find out
the germs and keep them in their hospitals (laughter). Naturally our model
village will be treated by all these experts and hence a sum of Rs.25,000
for any number of villages is not too small considering the services and
help that are placed at the disposal of so many experts. It is, therefore,
quite in the fitness of things that the scheme for model village must be
made by an expert specially appointed. I these officers tour round the
country and consume more than the allotted sum no objection should be
made because not a single rupee will go out of the allotted sum. The
scheme made by such an expert will certainly go a great way to satisfy the
public, no matter whether the scheme is actually worked or not. The
scheme will be published and the people will have the advantage of working
it out. Such an expert was appointed before to draft a comprehensive
scheme of compulsory Primary Education following the passing of the
Compulsory Primary Education Act of 1926. The officer went round the
country. He spent several months on special duty and drew up a scheme
which never saw the light of day. ‘The Education Act is there, the scheme
is there and it is only the people that are to blame for its failure. We have a
plethora of experts and let God save us from these experts. Let the Ministry
guide them to abandon their old track. The Government of India gave
us five lakhs of rupees four years ago for rural uplift and half of this sum is
still being carried over from year to year as there is no scheme for spending
the money. But Government Of India by a sudden telegram stop-
ped the export of opium wort_:h about 9% crores. They did not wait
for expert opinion whether China will succumb for want of opium,
This is only one instance where the Government of India did the ‘right
thing at the right moment for the Chinese people. Our Ministry must
take a new leal and start doing things independent of these experts.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is not criticising
the agricultural policy of Government.

_ Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: I was criticising the Model
Village Scheme, I was saying that if t}_m grant to that scheme is going to
be entrusted to these experts the :fate of the scheme will be similar as we
have fo,und happening in the case of the others that have come through
experts’ hands.

With these few words, I support the motion.
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Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, this is a subject in
which this group has taken keen interest. In my budget speech, I pointed
out that circumstances had precluded our offering schemes and advice to
Government. The first, that you have a new Agricultural Minister who, I
think in all fairness, should be given a chance ; and second, that I have
visited Mymensinghia’s district where we have seen on the ground the best
demonstration of agriculture that this province or any other province is likely
to get from those who are really interested in the subject (Hear, hear). My
hon. friend the mover of this motion perhaps wants to know whether I am
opposing or supporting him. Ifin so far as criticisms of Government and
the methods of the Agricultural Department are concerned I am critical
then I am critical. But if the hon. mover of the motion proposes to handi-
cap the Department by reducing the meagre sum which is already given to
it by Rs.100, I really cannot see how it is going to help in the solution of the
problem. There is a feeling, and a wide-spread feeling, that this Depart-
ment is top heavy. On the face of it, it is not untenable. (Hear ! hear!) But
the solution of that predicament is not decapitation. That as a rule results
in death. What we want to see is m re life in the Department ; and that
means the development of that need of the Department which gets down to
the practical problems of agriculture in the villages. Without the head,
without the brains, without the guidance and without the expert knowledge
above, all money spent down below is liable to be wasted. Much as the
hon. mover has said, if we except the flattering reference to our group, we
are in agreement with. We cannot fail to feel that it is useless to have
research, improved seced and improved methods, unless we can convey them
to the people who can make use of that knowledge. And as a pratical sug-
gestion may I offer to the Agriculture Minister the experience that I have
come across in one district where a district officer was particularly interested
in the work of agricultural demonstrators ? We have always found that,
where some one will take an interest in another man’s work, there is more
zest, there is more interest in it to himself ; and if only district officers could
be persuaded to believe that the demonstrators who are trying to help the
agriculturists could collaborate with them so that under some organised
scheme these demonstrations could take place rather than in a hole and cor-
ner manner, as I know is apt to be the case, I feel quite confident that with
some organisation of that description greater benefit will be obtained from
the work of the demonstrators. We are not proposing at present to make
any p-articular suggestions to the department and these are only a few reflec-
t:lgps in passing,
++ Just one or two other points have occurred to me during the debate.
One of my friends over there (Congress Party side) speaks about the depres-
sion in the sugar industry and that something should be done in the way of
protection. Of course he knows perfectly well that it is impossible as things
stand. The answer to that is not to seek for protection. After all, whether
you can sell your produce or not ultimately depends on the price at which
you can offer it. Now the trouble with the sugar industry n this country is
that it is sufferipg f £ : he price is falling to a figure

1g from over production and the p g

.at which there is

1 th no pr ultivator, because the larger culti-
vators in Bihar and Eegf;; ltz :23 bﬁss??pﬁoduce their sugar and send it here
at a cost with which we cannot compete. 1f you are going to compete with
them, you must have a more intensi\lrje form of cultivation and be able to
produce your article at a price which is cheaper than it is now sold. That

is a suggestion,. though in that it applies to a far more import ingredient in
our house holds than sugar—I I IR _
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It will be known to many hon. members of this House that in an agri-
cultural province such as is this it is a great reflection on us that to-day we
are still importing very large quantities of Burma rice. Surely this is some-
thing which needs our immediate attention, because that means that we are
not producing or that we are not distributing the food-stuffs which we are
able to produce within our own boundaries.

In conclusion, Sir, I would say one other word just to remind the mem-
bers of this House that we are still importing large quantities of butter and
ghee—commodities which we ought to be able to provide for ourselves—and
that something profitable might be done in that direction. With these
reflections, Sir, I will leave the matter to the Agriculture Department.

. Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Sir, I want to speak a few words on
this motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, but you should be brief,

Mr. JOBANG D). MARAK : Sir, the Government experimental gar-
den at Tura (laughter) was only opened during last January (1938) and one
demonstrator is fully occupied for that garden. It grows a few items of
vegetables like a few plants of tomatoes, cabbages and so on. There are in
all about a hundred plants or so only. About November or Deccember of
la.st year Dr. Mitra, the Director of Agriculture, visited that place and he
disapproved of the garden. The Deputy Commissioner abandoned the old

overnment experimental garden and also the new one. Dr. Mitra
advised the Deputy Commissioner not to abandon the old one. But the
Deputy Commissioner did not approve of that suggestion. Then after some
time Mr, Barthakur, Deputy Director of Agriculture, went there and he also
had Tl‘{c same opinion. In the Garo Hills we cannot make any improvement
In agriculture, as the Deputy Commissioner is standing in the way. He is
not an expert in agriculture. (Maulavi Mubammad Amjad Ali: who is
the Deputy Commissioner ?) 1 think the hon. member knows that,
(Laughter). There are two demonstrators now there, one of whom is a newly
appointed man. Ths latter has been trained in the Government Experi-
mental Farm, Shillong, for a year. The former did nothing practical, but
we expect him to do something now. The Director of Agriculture advised
me to ask for two more demonstrators and one Inspector and one Instructor
for the (:}aro Hills. The demonstrators by themseclves would not suffice,
because in cultivation and in everything we are far above the experience of
these demonstrators. We want one Inspector or one Instructor at least for
the present.

As regards the general condition of the cultivation in the Hills it is
very much appalling. Mr Cunningham, the Director of Public Instruction
SOIE years ago, wrote a note on education in the Garo Hills including the
state of cultivation there. IHe said that the people in the Garo Hills cannot
in future continyue to live in the Hills on the jhum cultivation alone. ‘I he
must have some sort of better and improved cultivation in the Garo I—Ii]lg
otherv_\flse they cannot expect to enjoy a better financial condition in ,

vorce :—Was it the Director of Public Instruction)., Yes.

ISIOW,. Sir, I come to the market prices. We the Garos do o
Ei:kzi prECGS. SO .‘NC are being Che(},ted by the middlc-men w
N tg;“és by wire from Calcutta. So we want a Marketin
i aros on this thing. The present Marketing Officer

i : § 80 far as the Garo Hills are concerned.
expcrimiilgtaf]gz %1: variety of cultivati}c:n‘in %1}{: Gz.tro Hil}s, no kind of'new
par el en demonstrated there. e rice _culthftlon' sometimes

© we should have some sorts of varieties in cultivation.

future,
(Laug hter).
t know the
ho get the
g Officer to
has not been
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Now about the fruit garden in the Garo Hills, Sir, Mr. C.
Allen, the then Commissioner, Assam Valley Districts, came there
some years ago and I had a long talk with him on the subject. He
said that plantations of orange trees can be carried on in a large scale in
the Garo Hills. My reply was that for want of communication, as the orange
gardens will be in the interior, it would not be a paying proposition. But
Mr. Allen’s reply was that the communications would be costly and would
mean money. So we cannot carry on the orange plantation in a large
scale.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member has exceeded his
time.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: I am just finishing, Sir. The betel nut
and cocoanut plantations in the Garo Hills are most important and we can
do it on a large scale and for that purpose I would request the Government
to give us a man of experience, namely an Inspector or Instructor. With
these words I beg to resume my seat.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
Mr. Speaker, Sir: Just like Robert Bruce I tried seven times and I have
got my chance after the seventh attempt.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I should remind the hon. member that
the time limit will be reached at 12-40 a.m.* So the hon. member will try
to finish his speech as quickly as possible.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Last
year I said ““ if there was any culture in the province of Assam, it was agri-
culture and agriculture alone ” and I repeat the same this year also. As
in last year this year too, the budget reveals no appreciable figure under the
head “ Agriculture ’’ and what is given there, does not go towards the
economic improvement of cultivators. As I have said elaborately in my
budget speech that the provision mainly aims at maintaining the officers of
the Department.

Sir, agriculture is the only Department that proposes to improve the
condition of the cultivators from whom Government get their revenue. If
this agriculture department is to improve, Government should see that
money is spent in improving the economic condition of the Agriculturists.
I find in the programme of the Muslim League Party in the Assam Legisla-
tive Assembly an item which runs thus:—¢“ To make an agricultural survey
of the province with a view to improvement of agricultural lands by con-
structing bunds, excavating khals and by other means and also with a view
to crop planning cultivation of suitable money crops.” It is a pleasure to
us that the President of the Muslim League is holding the portfolio of agri-
culture and still more is the pleasure that the leader of the' party is the
Premier of the province. May I hope that the Hon’ble Chief Minister and
the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture will take this item to action from the
Very next year. -

I have said in my budget speech that in my subdivision—the subdivi-
sion of Sunamganj—the flood is a menace to Buro crops. Almost every year
in the early part of Baisak, i, ¢., in last part of April, floods come and damagc
the entire Buro cultivation, If the Agriculture Department come forward
with some money to protect the crop, I believe, the economic condition of
the people w ll%_bc.mu‘:h improved.” May I hope that the Ministry will
makfg5 a bggmnmg in my constituency ?

ir, demonstrators are the backbone of the Department, but I am sor
to say that the number of demonstrators that we have at present are v'c;yy

few. My conslf:tuc?lcyh extends. over _three -Thanas but there is not a single
demonstrator though there is ample scope for demonstration there,




754 DEMAND FOR GRANT [3RD Mar.

Last year the Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture gave us an assurance that
Government would open an agricultural institute, but that assurance has
not yet been materialised. May I draw the attention of the present Minister
of Agriculture to this ? ,

Sir, an officer has recently been appointed for rural reconstruction. I
do not know what he has done up till now. I found him touring in various
parts of Surma Valley ; his motor car ran after the Minister of Agriculture
visiting places where there was road facility and where they could go by
motor. I think, this procedure should be abandoned. If any improvement
is to be made the officers should certainly visit and take up the most back-
ward areas. If they cannot do so, I do not think this department deserves
any credit. Taking up already improved villages is nothing but carrying
coal to New Castle.

Cattle is the main wealth of the cultivators. But I am sorry that Gov-
ernment have not paid adequate attention for the pretection of cattle and for
their improvement. Government are spending much money on cattle fzu-rmi,f
but, as T have said in my budget speech, it is nothing but a huge waste ©
money. They could spend this money for the improvement of cattle of the
agriculturists. Unless and until Government spend money for the im-
provement of village cattle, the condition of the agriculturists will not be
improved. Only by farming and maintaining officers in the farms will not
do any good to the farmers. . s ae ]

(Here the Hon’ble the Speaker having c)lcc]arcd that the time limit has
been reached, the member resumed his seat. .

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUEHURIumx;
Speaker, Sir, in discussing the motion I shall not reiterate  t cd a}ig hon
which have been advanced by the hon. mover of the motion %n other B e
members who have spoken on the subject. But 1 shall confine m}I't }%as
ments, Sir, mainly on the top-heavy character of the Department. life in
been argued by hon. Mr. Hockenhull that he also finds there lsld nt()) ek
the Department ; but still he says that this Dcpartment shov.]x:f hc S
tained. Sir, I do not quite follow the logic of his argument. X 1't1 f]ld o
no activities, if there is no work for this Department then why sho
maintain the top-heavy character of this Department.

Sir, we create commodity before necessity has arisen. s
llnc s;id that sometimes commodity creates nczicsleigty- But my pot
n that it becornes more a luxury than a real thing. .

Now, Sir, we have seen tha¥ we have got the Director Of_ ﬁgl‘igﬁﬁ‘:‘;&
the Deputy Directors of Agriculture, the Superintendent © ! 8r X the
Inspectors of Agriculture and so on and so forth. But may astlcmcn'
Government whether they could give sufficient work for these gen o
I want to know the nature of the work done by the Deputy Directors "
Agriculture and Superintendent of Agriculture. I shall tell you Sir, a ]3 "21’
I have heard which is funny indeed. Demonstrators as you know are - place:
in outlying areas and the Deputy Director generally goes out on tour to :cc
the work of the demonstrator. 1 have heard that one Deputy D“'cﬁ ar
wanted to see the work of a demonstrator in the district of Cachar, waere
he was told by that demonstrator that through his exertion he has been
able to grow good water melons. He was told that these were very mﬁc
water melons. The Deputy Director asked the demonstrator to show the
water melons when he would be in the Railway station. Sir, it was 2
fact, ‘and the demonstrator had to go to Brahmanbaria and purchase two Or
three water melons {laughter) and show them to the Deputy Director, who
was ' pleased to see that kind of water melon being grown in that part of the

Of course it may
this:

G

'l

-
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village. This is the character of supervision, Sir. Thatis why we say that
before we have given them work, no sane Government should maintain
this Department.

Now, Sir, with regard to the scheme for which funds have been placed
in the Budget, I want to say a few words. What is the scheme that we find
in the Budget ? It is the Deep Water paddy farm. I think, Sir, this does
not belong to this province. It is being maintained from a grant from the

Imperial Council of Agricaltural Research. Soitis not a provincial con-
cern.

Next, Sir, we find the scheme for agricultural market. What this i,
we could not follow. What is agricultural marketing ? We are maintaining’
servants for that. I think this is more a central subject than of a provincial
character.  We know we cannot control the import and export of agricultural
produce of this province. So I think this is not a provincial one:

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is exceeding his time
limit. He should finish soon.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : Very
w_,vcll, Sir. Then, Sir, with regard to the real scheme for agricultural
improvement of this province, nothing has up till now been done. AsT have
already pp1}1tt3d out before the House, we have got in this -province not less
than 3 million acres of waste lands which can profitably be thrown open to
the public for cultivation, but that has not been done.

- With these few words, I commend this motion to the acceptance of the
ouse.

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: «ratd #33 qigiag 5
gl @ AT FfEN ) a0l sly Ffaw Boom 4T wrad sraial S1as
AT FCA| @R B8 wiztinn wIRF-FAEiza wss@ Aga | ISTA
a4 TRl e 7 gealq @qe 0T YA IT TAMA T GIF AW
220g «et ©IZA WHiy sfaai skl #ifeqits | @2 B A ZeWT Y
eIzl §Fata I at 19 41 719 523 Al —ar [cEwa 9oy 7 sfaat g
A A GF 4N QR WY WAj qeioray Aee [(FI 9 FF frat Stst
S| @ 5i=f (97 < fals at s eizigd 99, A, @N, FA1 A7 @ty
fafd 2201 79| @3 Feowe Tafe7 go3 AsdT (Y Ao sfastea (3
¢ T fawiel (1T Starg FIIWA (IR AT ALY &7 AT @re 23
s11 @3 T [etela $73% =463l 3 39 @ AL folte F4a8 =itwal weze
A | (3 53 @ega Demonastrator Sirgd ©{2I3l 344 3T 259 A3
1 A 3 1§ (wem (iR AT FA AceA | SR SR ltleaz 3
SR @lces ey st ) wgty awm TG I3 AT 8y Ftim
FAT G wAral sy NfZal o371 AfcF | «2 Demonstrator (731 Fig

SR ATAA 0w 3507 v we ¢ 91TIE 764 6L CAR WA siay wi
wtatd A3 27 AN Fare 9731 cqfrs ] ©tzired AP sfars ofztal at=
al—SIA R Gl AT st+q <giy qfee 9k @y allowance
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At s0rs w183 o (e I guFy faag s sl AR Ay D
(Falcx afF A{3,—cEateA MG §LA ;, (AR @43 ad51alal @A :fu :w;‘
allowance <3 &3 ©(F! 4FrA A1 1T @¥1 frotw |/g 3@ U
Bz R wwa (T4 BAFIE EETE Al | v wfzAz FAws AL 3 =L
HE-ATT szdr (51 =TT BIF W4 4A6 20Uy I8, @3 fasny
Frij-gatd—mfanga—se Afaaza e s3dEs s =it siw 2%
fruw v3es 5 [gl 4 3@ s1ahma orfa SA%ty 23 Ay @ T
(s crwre s 3a @ife, wEed wmE awer wqfifa, sfEriaa
SRR T <o taicea qzigal, AT 42 Fa |y AT gfawm g
S31d) (ofag Teoty afirerg aizlal 21812 [Aegina ey =331 %9 sfwrsg,—
wizial wlg Gia, 918, (739, Jdd AT — 7T Faez %32 A1 3% olq
{2317 TR 391 w1 57 iz TE0A (AT 27 (AT4Q A7} 7ANF =ita @ 4[]

givi Sfaz frrs aigcs «tm Al oasfas  afqna 1 s13 gfa fasty
“fasiaa) sfarecsa Sol @rwdict “f42Ea 2H 73F12 1 (ITX CFH 619 B A%

fei2al—4m 71 Farweas w7 2308 $79%  (AFF Demonstrator faga
9} TAFIE @2 vrgran fam foat ©IZiTeT FRA & A CFIa0A (T 40 cF 1A
Season « {4 f& wm cgia) sapia <22 (7 [F 319 WA Faeq 7 sqq <=
B 2308 Afcr BTyl Il €2 (F1A (FIA @A F1 [T €A AN
<=2 fo AF0a (42 gq 2ifen w21 77 Bizld Y T @k A A Gy
G MAF1T CAANA 59 W Rata I3 3A @ BRACH (A AT AR 5
TRANR—IG A g2als-—AT 778 #aiA 3 @) (12 &IF TAG 4fm
i Tl ex Wl g2 at mapsRos @Mojrs M A2 2%0s Al A0 (31 By
T3 QT FHA A Al g FAga A2 FH A AR FIRWS UIDT 30y
BT 1 fawa wfacs oita, ool AI5LS A1, 4 WA TSI A 27 F
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Af4] AIYATT 27 QAT RARIT 5418 Deputy Director SIAI7a w2 {Hal-
forax 1 =ratcs s stata 229ifca @2 wifte Ba&arg: z9ce31 cqai s2 3y
AGE st At @faer a3 g fe A0z Sigra sisafm f2gR A & st
TR —fef3 (aatca vo Bra Ame BT R wAT g NEMT -3 A
afed fofa 2tz w7 «x cns Mt @ K770 Tony qne i
ctaq =fics wfag afieaa {eagwd 43 Ioai® T 39S 334, §
AA[C67 T0AT S ), Tiwla, TR, (B1eiiT 3eills 3vgF & fufws g rate
MBI RF e 9L AT CUsINA CeTratiy” Bennl gty {3l wizive Afis
“stAfa” capearar’ fan Fogea A€me waw AR (Shame, shame) 1
{43 qeds 2ax crma faaz 2aqam apf Ss—fafes 7 caltsa swie
@® WeH vl 3 wf«frs 5iarq a5 3@ AR A AB] W siReR
“ifa I8 1 3stcs =i 20q 584 g (@I 7 wf4fF NI ©F - Figag
©isl a7 faf+s canws ss @1 ws¥ (1T ST | cABA] w15
afel cq XA AT Tl T (FIX BAB(A 2B A1 FIFCER qgp £33
CAIT (1S & g4 freat BAgT Afaa] w@ IR fuwia $5% gy
gl [ —faes o3t vaata) 96 calces 73117 513 |

The Hoa’ble the SPEAKER: S(7d:% 7.7 49 31 S8

Maulavi MATIOR RAHMAN MIA: (X153 01T (2 7085 wijrqg
TG (A NAAT F Y AF WA 517 gz arsid #0h f47ma gna gy >33
AL FIF2 HA>ANG Q4F AT A4 AN AT | R wqpe 3¢
fofx «% fageg wwalea Srea % g% [Aowd w35 @R A gty
Fftaay

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMVAD SAA
May I know up to what time this demand will continue ?

The Hon’hle tne SPEAKER: As we have gnt sometime
question hour I propose to continue up to 1 o’clock so far
is concerned.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULY, ad
Very well, - i

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: M. Speaker, Sir, it is 2 fact that Mmost
people are net getting as much service from the agricultural departmeny s
they should have gof, Complaints have been received against the a"'f‘icucl
tural department £r jes failure to acquaint the masscs in the ad\?anc é
methods of agriculeure. Sir, we have no agricultural school op College :
this province. Government are remaining satisfied with granting i I
number of stipends to the students for agriculiural education, apg \ ¥iod

rovision for two Agricultural Tnspectors to give agl‘lcu_lturai training ¢
middle class educated unemployed youths of the province. Tha 2. the

ment 1s absolute!y inadequate (o cope with the situation. Y thipk o :
a sort of general education

DULLA ,
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ne appreciable advancement is possible to be achieved by this department
within a reasonable period of time. So I suggest that a sort of general agri-
cultural course should be introduced in‘o the primary and the middle schools
of the province. Sir, agricultural course is said to have been taught in the
primary schools in France, Germany Sweden, Norway and many other
European countries. I think, Sir, there is no reason why it should not be
possible and useful, even as an experiment, to introduce agricultural course
in our primary and middle schools also. If agricultural sul jects  are taught
in our schools, I think, much of the vast wastage in the primary and the
middle schools can perhaps be avoided and it may go to solve the unemploy-
ment question also to a certain degree. Complaints hfn-‘('. been  levelled
against the agricultural farms and demonstration . {\gru:ullural farms have
been a failure in Assam because thev are alwavs being run at a loss, and
unless Government is able to run them, at-least their commeicial side at a
profit these farms will have no attraction for the ordinary cultivators. So I
urge upon the Government to sec how to make it possible for these farms to
be run at a profit so as to be able to inspire confidence ot the ordinary
ryots. The real problem is to increase the yield with the minimum of cost
leaving a fair margin for the producer and not the method of growing 13 ft.
long jute plant or 3 ft. long cucumber.

As regards demonstration, Sir, we do not know where, when and how
these demonstrations are held. T think, there should be frequent demonstra-
tions in cvery locality in the muffusil areas. There should also be publi_c
meetings held by the Demonstrators, and the Agricultural Inspectors speci-
ally in the interior areas for propaganda purposcs. I should also suggest
that agricultural associations be formed at-icast one in cvery  subdivision.
So that with the help and co-operation of these associations, _thc demonstra-
tors and inspectors are expected to be able to carry to the villagers the up-
to-date informations about the better methods of ‘;lgt‘lcullufc As regards
the results of rescarch and experiments, [ should like to suggcst;hat C}qvcrm
ment should publish hulletins containing these  results zmdl other suitable
informations about agriculture in vernacular and distribute them among the
pullalic if not free of cohargc, at a nominal price to cover the cost of printing
only.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member will try to finish
now.

Srijat KAMESWAR DAS: Yes, Sir, [ am ﬁni.:“\hing. At present some
demonstrations are said to have been held at times of festivals. 1 don’t know
h)w these demonstrations can be taken advantage <.3f by the people at the
time of festivals. The people go to festivals to enjoy ?“d they generally give
no serious attention to the demonstrations at such a time.  Instead of this
demonstrations should be held in villages or village ficlds with full  notices to
the public given previously. With these obsgrvations, Sir, I support the
mction.

Srijut LAKHESVAR BOROOAH; Sir, [ tabled a_cut motion which
comes under No.12. 1 think this motion can conveniently be discussed with
the present motion.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I take this opportunity to ventilate one of the griev-

vances of the thousands of men and women labourers working in the tea
gardens ol Assam.

The Hon’bl: Maulavi ADDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Ona
point of order, Sir. Is the speech of the hon, member relevant to the pre-
scut n.oticn ?
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Srijut LAKHESVAR BOROOAH: Yes, Sir. My motion is under
the head Supervision—Agriculture.  Extreme poverty and helplessness of
these thousands of people compelled them to cast their lot with the handful
of persons representing the capitalists and as such is only fit and proper for
the hon. members of this House to do a bare act of humanity to relieve their
grievances. Sir, I have the painful duty to say that the wages given to
these people are far from satisfactory. The long catalogue of reported strikes
that the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture gave a day or two ago in answer
to the question of my hon. friend Mr. Chanda lends support to my view,
and the hon. members will be struck with horror when they will learn that
these labourers are deprived of the little earning that they make by working
at the tea gardens. Sir, plucking of tea leaves is one of the occupations in
which the women labourers are engaged in the tea gardens. They bring in
their daily collection of leaves to the office for weighment, but the weighing
instrument, I submit, Sir, is not intelligible to men of average intelligence—
not to speak of these poor labourers. My information is that Saltus Scale or
spring balance is used for weighing the leaves and the hand pointing at a
par:ticular English figure in the dial indicates the weight of the thing
weighed. Tt generally happens that a little tightening of the screw may
affect the correct weight, 7e., the hand may be made to indicate a figure
in the dial lower than the actual weight-figure of the thing weighed and to
suit, shall I say, of the requirement of the employee or his servant.

Sir, the poor labourers finding their daily collections weighed in that
unintelligible manner complain to their masters but their complaints go
unheeded. Sir, exasperated by the systematic process of exploitation and
exasperated also by the wrongs unredressed, out came in last July, hundreds of
coolie women from a tea garden named Barbari which is situated within a
mile or two of Dibrugarh Court and Deputy Commissioner’s Bunglow.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : All these points will come under discus-
sion of the Grant—“Industries”.

Srijut LAXHESVAR BOROCOAH: I think, Sir the Department of
Industry is in charge of Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : But tea is both agriculture and indus-
try. The hon. member should try to finish. The Hon’ble Minister will have
to reply.

rS)r%juﬂ: LAKHESVAR BOROOAH: I will try to finish Sir. As I
was saying Sir, those ¢yolie women came out from the garden with their
basket-load of tea lcaves and with two of those unintelligible weighing instry-
ments seeing the unused sight I with some of my friends went there to see
what was the matter. The Darojo was of course there. One of the women
begged of the Darojo to weigh a busket-load of leaves on those instruments.
The Darojo weighed in each of the two instruments and members will be
surprised to learn that one scale indicated the weight as 12 1b. and the other
15 1b.  The poor woman asserted that the weight would be much more and
prayed to the Darojo to weigh in an ordinary palla and on such weigh-
ment the leaves weighed 18 1b. .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: Some bricks must have heen put

on it.
Srijut L
members of
mostly wom
Assamn.,

The Hon’ble the SPp _ cuden
Minister will speak now. EAKER: Ovder, order,

AKHESVAR BOROQAH: Sir, I would leave to the hon:
the House to imagine how the thousands of helpless labourers
€n, are being cheated in the numerours  tea gardens of

The Hon’ble Chief
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

Mr. Speaker, Sir, on behalf of Government I would like to reply about
the shortness of time for the cut motions in spite of the assurance given in
the last budget session, and why we were compelled to call this session
as early as the 15th February and why we have been compelled to utilise
the intervening period between the Muharram anc:l) the Idauzzuha holidays
for it. Sir, Government thought that the Local Board clection would be
postponed and to that effect a Bill was 'placcd before this House in Decem-
ber last but a majority of members indicated that t]u:y would not like a
postponement ; the Bill was withdrawn. The Government ) have been
compelled under the Act in force to hold the Local Board election between
the 19th and the 29th March, and as many ot the hm). members ~of this
House will stand a; candidates for election and would like to h;wg: time for
canvassing the Session had to be _ﬂd\'ﬂnﬁf‘-d- I'here arcitwo days’ holidays
on account of Doljatra in the middle of Mf:n:ch and 5 days for Moslems
from the 9th March to 13th and from 11th to 13th of March for Mohurrum.
So we have been compelled to call the session immediately after the
Idudzuha holidays on the 12th and 13th February and break off before the
Mohurrum holidays and no body 1s morc sorry than mys.clf that the hon.
members have been inconvenicnced by the 5_1101"-”(335 of time which should
have been allowed for discussion of cut motions. You, Sir, took up the
cause of the non-officials on the file and alter the explanation I gave, you
were pleased to agree that Government h_a‘vc done the best that could be
done under the circumstances. My hon. friend has got a very keen memory,
and related to the House about my bringing off a surprise by producing a
pair of giant pincapples last Budget Scssion. I"IC \\'_111 1'Jﬂ surprised to learn
that those pineapples were suffering from heart rot and noebody could
taste even a slice of xth "
oice :—Was 1t thrown away -

%hi Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULY, Al
Yes, it had to be thrown away. . _

One hon member from the bcnch opposite SROkC about doing away
with the Fruit Garden in Shillong, For the (‘dlf_'lc’dllml_of the House, 1 may
inform them that the said Farm was s.tartcd x_vnh _aview to Naturalising
English fruits, or naturalisation of fruits growing in cold climates to the
hills in Assam, and it has served its purpcse to a great extent, and hon,
members mu:t have noticed the amount of fruits s‘uc_h as green oranges,
peaches, pears, apples and p];_;rr;)sllhal arg available in Shillong.

A Voice :—Are these available now !

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
No, in the summer season.

I have a scheme of introducing a cheap cottage industry for canning
these fruits. It may be perhaps news to my hon. friends that 2 Missionary
Society with headéluartcrs at Lucknow annually comes to Shlllo.ng with a
very small machinery costing about Rs.2,000; they can the fruit and sej]
itin the open market ; they call it pure food products. I have gone very
throughly into this matter, anc'l it 1s my intention to introduce this
cottage industry of canning fruit 1n the province. Therefbl:e the necessity
for this garden is obvious, and this Fruit Garden is bound to issue thousands
of grafts to people outside the hills, as well as to the people of Halflong,
Lushai Hills and the Garo Hills, where they can be planted.

A Voice :—Are they sold ?

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
No, they are supplied free,

PYErEC
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This brings me to the story of water melons related by my hon. friend
Khan Sahib Mudabbir Hussain Chaudhburi. Of course this is a story and a
lot of imagination has crept in, but I can tell him—nay I can challenge
him— that the Agriculture Department did make an experiment in growing
water melons in the sand-laden soil of Cachar immediately after the
disastrous floods of 19 9 when the soil of that place was so covered with
sand—that nothing else could bz grown on it My hon. friends from Cachar
will bear meourin this. 1 have myself seen these water melons and I
had the opportunity of prescanting some to the then Governor to show what
the Agricultural Department was doing.

Maulavi Muhammad AMJAD ALI: On a point of information,
Sir.  Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma has thrown out a suggestion that a sugar
farm may be started. ‘The hon. member ought to have brought out this
question before.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I have called up on the Hon’ble
Minister to reply. :

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHOURY: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, from the trend of criticisms made by the hon. mover of the
motion and by somc other speakers like Maulavi Matior Rahman, Srijut
Kameswar Das and others, it was made to appear that the Department
was not doing much useful service to the public. A criticism has also been
made that it isa top-heavy Department and thatit does not contribute
towards the agricultural progress of the country. In so far as this criticism
indicates a protest against the slowness of progress of this Department I
have every sympathyv with the criticism, but I wish hon. members to realise
that in a country like ours where the cultivators are steeped in ignorance
any progress in agriculture mus: naturally be slow process and, Sir, one
of the main difliculties that we have to contend with is the difficulty of the
paucity of the staff, particularly in the lower grade. There is no lack of
enthusiasm or zeal on the part of the staff to improve agricultural methods,
but we are handicapped for want of officers, particularly field-workers
and demonstrators. There is a great demand for demonstrators from
various partsof the province. That shows the growing appreciation of
the service that is being rendered by the demonstrators. If we have more
demonstrators naturally we must have more oflicers to supervise and to
impart technical instruction......

Mr. BAIDYA NATH MOOKERJEE: Ifwe have 20 masters we
have onc head master, but if we have 40 masters we shall require twe
headmasters. )

Tihe Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: I find
that my hon. friends do not dispute the fact that we require more demons-
trators, but if we have more demonstrators we must have more officers to
supervise their work. They do not dispute that we mu t have more Ins-
pectors.  As to the Deputy Directors, that question 1s being decided by the
Retrenchment Committee, and the members will have the opportunity of
discussing whether the Deputy Directors that we have are sufficient for
our province’s requirements, and particularly in view of the development
o2 W‘? wish to have in this Department in the near future.

e Wgrif‘};lifﬁid to the criticism that the Department 1s not doing much for

o progress of the country, thereisno time to deal with the
‘71“‘35“‘:‘}111 aht length, but T would ask hon. members that if they go carefully
th“’_"?: the Reports of the Agriculture Department they will find the work
that is being done. Our dem arc giving der atl f
improved variety of padd onstrators gl _g monstration o
J_mpl ey of paddy, potato, sugarcane and introduction of improved
implements.  The Department is concerned  with improving breed of cattle,
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supply of seeds and experiment and research. The Department is doing
its best with the resources at its dispos:l.

My hon. friend Mr. Aditya said that the demonstrators worked with-
outa programme,. They do work with a definite programme. Their
main duty is to demonstrate about different varicties of potatoes, paddy
and sugarcane to the culiivators. They also try to introduce new crops
like ground-nuts and new agricultural implements. Tl_lc most successful
demonstration given by the Department is the introduction of a pump for
buro  cultivation. That experiment was first nﬂfadc in 1934 at
Habiganj. Just at present there are 17 pumps working throughout the
province, but for want of funds we have not been abl_c to sqpply more.
Recently we have purchased 3 more pumps. My hon. friend Srijut Krishna
Nath Sarma referred to another matter. That is the work of experiment and
research and it is being carried on im Jorhat farms and in Karimganj farm
and also I think in Titabar farm.

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: I am not speaking of that. I
am speaking of the insect pests, the insccts that kill the crop.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: There
isa Micological Assistant in the Jorhat farm who is investigating into
these matters and the result of his experimentis carried to the masses
through the demonstrators.

Mr. BAIDYA NATH MOOXERJEE: Ona point of information,
Sir, has that officer ever seen any of the farms in the Surma Valley ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Yes, Sir, many times.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CH ‘&UDHI:IRY: Our
Live Stock Department is doing, I think, very valuable scrvmc.. for the
improvement of the breed of cattle in the rural arcas. My hon. f”gin.d Mr.
Ashrafuddin Chaudhury thinks that the agricultural farms are giving no
bcneﬁt to the peoplc in rural areas. That th(‘:Y 2}!'(3 lot‘atcd nCa[l' towns. We
have got several groups of bulls kept in the villages under the charge of
stock men for the improvement of the breed of cattle and thiwnrk of our
Live Stock Department was complimcnlcd by the Live Stoc Cf)"nfcrer}ce
at Simla who gave credit to the Assam Government and the Asban:l le.c
Stock Department for the uscful work that they have been doing  in this
connection.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I be permitted to let the
Hon’ble Minister know that generally these bulls are kept in the houses

of Khan Bahadurs and Rai Bahadurs ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: These

bulls are given to the charge of those who are willing to maintain them and

let them for public use.

4 1%\/‘l'a.ula“,vi ABDUR RAHMAN: But there is a grant from the Govern-
nt.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Reference
had been made to the starting of Agricultural Institute for which an assu-
rance has been given by my predecessor, I may mention that my
predecessor has taken a good deal of interest in this matter., And becausc
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plans could not be prepared in time the scheme could not be included in
last year’s budget. Thepl'n is in course of preparation and, if funds
permit, we may find it possible to make provision for an Agricultural
Institute on a small scale in this province.

My hon. friend Mr. Magbul Hussain Chaudhury referred to the survey
of agricultural lands in the province, with a view to their improvements.
It has been included in the programme of the Moslem League. My hon.
friend Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya, when he made his budget speech,
particularly referred to his agricultural survey of the province, to find out
whether lands can be improved either by excavating canals or by construc-
ting bunds. I intend to undertake a survey of the possibilities of the
improvement of agricultural land throughout the province which can be
done cither by constructing embankments or by small irrigation work.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: And to bring in more immigrants ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALY: Whydo you grudge that ?

Maulavi Muhammad MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY:
What is the harm ?

The Hou’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: About
fodder, Sir, I think our agricultural demonstrators and those who are the
stock-men are trying to introduce Guinea grass and Napier grass and the
cultivation of those fodder plantations are even very much encouraged by
our demonstrators and stock-men in different localities.

Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: May I know
in what parts these fodder crops are encouraged ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: By the
supply of grass roots for plantation ; the demonstrators show the utility
of this fodder to the villagers.

Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Where?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: There
are various places where it is being done.

Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Will you
mention one for instance ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Iam
told that there are about 19 places where the fodder growing had been
started last year. I cannot give the names of places off hand.

Maulavi ABDUR RAFIMAN: May I know whether my cry will be
taken into consideration for the establishment of a sugarcane farm parti-
cularly in Habiganj subdivision ?

The Hon’bie the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister will try to
reply only to the points raised in the debate. He may not take note of
these interruptions,

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL RMATIN CHAUDHURY: Constant
interruptions are coming in, and I am trying to satisfy every one. i

Sir, I can say this much that with the limited resources at our disposal
our department is doing all that it can under the circumstances. With
regard to the improvement of agriculture there is no difference of opinion
between the Congress program?n e and the League programme or the
programme of any politica| party in India for the matter of that,

Srijut KRISHNA N ATEI SARMA: May 1 know if the League
Pro8 i Tr s accepted by the Ministry ?

sty oy oBle Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: 1fi will -
BAELSHY EUY p) ?’ riends, I can say that so far as the Agricultural Department
is Coﬂflﬁl"nl;3 am prepared to adopt the Wardha programme and in this
matter therei1s no difference of opinion. And I hopeI will have the

hearty co-operation of my friends in our attempts to further the well-being
of the agriculturists, and in carrying out this programme,

Y PRI St o Y 1
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The motion of Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya that the provision of
Rs.22,726 under Grant No. 19, Major head—40.—Agriculture, Minor
head—-A.—Direetion, Sub-head—2.—Pay of Establishment, Detailed head
—Clerks, at page 147 of the budget, be reduced by Rs. 100, i. e., the amount
of the whole grant of Rs.5,93,500 do stand reduced by Rs. 100 was then
put to the House and lost.

The original motion that a sum not exceeding Rs. 5,93,500 be
granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year ending on the 31st March 1939, for the administration
of the “Agriculture Deparcment’ was then put and agreed to.

Adjournment
The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2-10. p.m.
After adjournment

The Assembly re-assembled after lunch at 2 10 p.m. with the D
Speaker in the Cgair_ o l . © Leputy

GRANT NO. 22
(43.——INDUSTRIES)

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: On the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to
move that a sum not™ exceeding Rs. 2,31,000 be granted to defray the
charges which will cooe in the course of payment during the year cnding
?r?e;}tu-:,ﬂst March 1939, for the administration of the “Industries Depart-
. The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion moved before the House
1s—that a sum not exceeding Rs.2,31,000 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the
31st March 1939, for the administration of the “Industries Department,

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: I beg to move, Sir, that
the provision of Rs.28,176 under Grant No. 22, Major head—43,—
Indust_rics, Minor head—A.—Director of Industries, Sub-head—2.—Pay of
Establishment, Detailed head—Clerks, at page 165 of the Budget,” be
reduced by Rs, 100, i.¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.2.31,00¢0
o iiaed ] i Py By this motion, Sir, I want to criticise the
policy of the Department. i

"B, in eyery country the policy of laissez faire in the matter of indyg.
trial advancement has been abandoned. In Europe we find that g2 tre-
mendous fillip has been given to industries, _cspemal!}’ in thpse Countrieg
where democracies have been replaced by dictatorships, during the last
decade, Everywhere we find that no longer the sacred theory of tha
SANCtity of contract is regarded as such in the field ofindustry. So lon
the Toove oF ot world was from status to contract, but now-a-days w%:
find that the move js from contract to status. (One hon. member : question)

0se who shut vp their eyes, do not see anything.
' In.our country, Sir, what is the Government doing to improve our
in dustrial resources 7 Speaking of Assam I should submit that industrially
t is most backwa}rd. This Government has up till now done nothing by way
iof giving financial and other assistance to the industries so as to help them in
their regeneration. There are two technical schools, Sir, in this province
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whose object is to give training in carpentry, mechanical engineering, etc.
But what do we find with regard to the students who come out of those
schools ? They are rotting for want of employment. The teaching which they
receive in these industrial schools cannot be used in practical life, because they
have not acquired that business side of the practicular industries to which
they are trained. Some of the boys of the Technical Schools at Jorhat and
Sylhet started some small industries, and we know that most of them had
to wound up their concerns, because they could not manage them as
tradesmen should do. I think our industrial schools should be converted
more into factories than theoretical classes for giving book education. The
industrial schools should be run on business lines so that they may not put
pressure on the Government finances, and may set an example of how the
industrial schools can be self-supporting while at the same time they afford
facilities for practical training in the art of business to the boys who get
their lessons there.

This leads us, Sir, to the question of industrial finance. The other day
I read in the newspaper that the Director of Industries had remarked that
capital is shy in this province. Well, Sir, Indian capital is proverbially
shy. The Industrial Commission, the Banking Enquiry Committees and all
other commissions have universally advocated the establishment of indus-
trial banks in every province. These industrial banks require some assis-
tance from the Government. Government could either guarantee an
interest to the share-holders or give a gnarantee of interest to the debenture
holders. These or other guarantees, if forthcoming from the Government,
would necessarily attract the investors to deposit money in such banks. Sir,
in some other provinces some schemes on these lines are already on foot,
but in  Assam nothing has been done for the development of industrial
banks. Now it is high time, Sir, that such banks were started in this pro-
vince, If Government wants to raise a loan. they can easily do so for crores
of rupees in half a minute (laughter). Yes, Sir, I say even less than -half a
a minute, the subscription list is closed. Government can raise the capital
and the interest they will have to pay will not exceed more than3 or 3%
per cent. Sir, the delay and hesitation that this Government is making wia
perhaps see that the market is turned in an unfavourable manneer
Because there is already some tendency of interest going higher up, and
if our Government make further delay in the matter, I am afraid they shall
have to pay higher interest in order to raise loans to find out necessary
working capital for the bank. Sir, we know in Germany the banks take
care of the needs of industries from the very beginning and they help
them through thick and thin. Butin India the activities of banks are
under the Amended Companies’ Act purely confined to banking. They
cannot encourage directly any trade or commerce. So for the purpose of
financing our trade and industry it is all the more necessary tI_lat an indus-
trial bank should be floated in no time. We know that in Japan the
industrial bank was floated in 1902 and since then there has been tremendous
progress of Japan in the domain of industry. In France the Benque &
A'thaz;s is ﬁn.ancing the industries of that country. So also th? Seie Wi.th
gdv‘; ngg}t;lntrles in Europe and Asia where tl’}'e}' ha'lvc got some . industrial
and who zfef 1It 1s the State in many countrics Wh-c., aref{ ﬁnanCmg the Jbank

The DE;I}YF%S I:;a_dy to help the infant 1ndustncsb of those countries.
citge it PEAKER: The hon. member 158 exceeding his
uponB?}zzutirl:: ?flifRA NATH AD{‘TYA’ So, Sir, I am encroaching
e Gt er members.  With these words, I strongly urge upon

ent for the starting of an industrial bank in this province,
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the provision of
Rs.28176 under Grant No. 22, Major h“"‘d""'l'g'“‘I”(.l”S.t'"CS’. Minor
head—A.—Director of Industries, Sub-head—2.—Pay of Establishment,
Detailed head—Clerks, at page 165 of th_e Budget, be reduced by Rs.100,
t.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.2,31,000 do stand reduced by
Rs. 100. .

I find there are other cut motions standing in the names of some other
hon. members. These motions are almost similar though not identical.
Therefore, I think it would be advisable to allow other hon. members also
to speak on this cut motion which relates to the general industrial policy
of Government. : N

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMAH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is
estithated ittt there are over 4. [2khs 6F handlooms in Assam in which our
village people produce about 22} million yards of cloths. Due to the
introduction of cheap mill varn, these cloths, about three-fourth of them,
are of mill yarn. The question is to replace mill yarn by hand spun yarn
in which case the entire profit will go to the S])Inllf“.f"’ﬂlld. weaver. Mr, V. G.
Desai after visiting Assam in 1934 during Gandhiji’s visit to Assam wrote
as follows—under heading ¢ Glory of Assam ”* :— Assam appears to have
fully realised Gandhiji’s ideal throughout the ages and this enviable state
of things has continued practically up to the present day. Spinning and
weaving are still regarded as the usual thing in an Assamese household .
Instead of spending Rs.33,510 for weaving partics a substagtia[ sum say
Rs.10,000 a year may be utilised in stocking cotton in some village centres.
The cotton will be sold on cash to villagers and the Vl“ﬂgc worker will be
paid a bounty of annas 2 per yard of production. Dur:pg 1926, I could
manage to produce about 30 thousand yards of good %hadi in Nowgong to
Prepare the huge Congress Pandel simply by supplying cotton to spinners.
Mahatmaji was so much pleased that he said that the Congress session had
surpassed in this matter all other previous sessions. 1 h{WC been working
two centres at Jorhat where 100 to 200 yards are being produced per
month. Last year the Chief Minister assured me that he is ready to help
such cottage industries provided there are workers to do so. This is the best
way of reviving one of the best cottage industries of our province. I remind
our Chief Minister of his assurance and expect that he will now agree to
allot some money for this purpose. It is said that fly shuttlfz looms produce
more cloth but this theory though appears sound elsewhere is not $0 in our
province for the following reasons :—(1) it is costly, (2) not suitable for
women and (3) weaving of mill spun yarn in hand looms give little margiy
of profit. ' . -

With these few words I draw the attention of the Government to
encourage the handloom industry in the way I I'1ave_sugg_esti3d. . :

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Sir, I have an identica hotion in
n}?me, namely, motion No. 2 and I want to make a few observations 7
this subject. . :

Im{a?)ittant as it is the establishment of industrial banks, the question of
developing small industrics on their manufacturing side so far as manufac-
tured goods are concerned seems to me to be no less important, Sir, in a
province like Assam with its vast resources it may not be altogether
1mpossible to check however slowly for the present, t‘he flow Of manufactured
articles from outside, 1f to-day the world peace is disturbed, it is due to the
existence of countries like India and China which are the standing tempta-
tions to the manufaturing countries, and Assam bemg_an integral part of
India, it is but just that it should try to be as self-snflicient as it is possible
for it to be, I therefore urge upon the Government that they should take
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up the problem of helping the small industries of the province in right earnest.
appreciate that the Department is doing some work in the way of
manufacturing soap. They are giving training to a number of educated
youths to manufacture soap. But having given this necessary training, I think,
they should also see that they are established in that business. I suggest
that where necessary Government should liberally give industrial loans to the
educated youths who are willing to start industries. I further suggest that
Government should even subsidise deserving small industries where necessary
and that there should be greater provision for industrial loans. If Assam
is to make sufficient progress in the matter of industrial development, as in
agriculture, there should be general education in the matter of industries
also and to have a general industrial education in the country, a general
course of industry is to be introduced in the secondary schools in Assam. I,
therefore, suggest that Government would examine this problem with a view
to sec the feasibility of introducing an industrial course in the high schools.

One more thing I would like (o sugzest is that those youths who are
given training in industrial matters should also be given sufficient facility for
the advantage and access to the results of the researches which are being
conducted under the control and guidance of the department.

Another suggestion I should like to make is that Government should
make it a point to order for their requirements from the small industrial
concerns started by educated young men of this country and should not be
always fastidious about the quality of the produce. I think it is by following
a liberal policy as suggested that the Government can help small
industries the growth of industrial development.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon. member is exeeceding his time

. limit.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: I would urge one thing more and I
finish. Hence forward the Government should try to give the general
education an industrial bias and try to give liberal or increased grants to
those institutions the main aims of which are to create a spirit of self-help
and industry.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, this cut
motion is to criticise the general working policy of the Department, i.e., the
Industries Department, and not directly the Government.

Sir,I think all the plains constituencies at any rate are having some
share or some smell of Industry. But in the Hill districts, like my consti-
tuency, there is nothing of the kind in the way of industry. For example,
in the Garo Hills there is no kind of industry at all.  We used to make
our own clothes at home some years back, but for some reasons—I think,
good reasons—these home industries have been put to an end, !Jcc_ause the
plains men who brought clothes to our markets near by our district, used
to distribute small pieces of clothes free, so that people might wear thege
clothes coming from outside the district, which they found cheaper. They
thus gradually gave up their home industry. This shows that the Industries
Department did not take care how to preserve home industries there. There
was a weaving institution =t Tura. That institution was given as g
token for the gooq services rendered by the 69th and 8-—1.t}} Companics
of thi Garo "Labour Corps.  Then ~ the Deputy Commissioner gsaid
that he ll{s. geadly asamnst industry  (laughter). He did not, therefore,
want any hm' ?f Industry amongst the Garos. (Voice from the Congress
Bench—Who is tfc Deputy Commissioner ?) If1 am pressed, I may give
out the name. He is Mr. G. D. Walker, He said that he is deadly against
industry in the Garo Hills, and fo, that reason, that institution was abolished.
That has been a great loss to us, because late Sir Beatson Bell made a
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e i—< 1 d Ii that it

P © ik is. He said— do realise at 1
will cost money Hr;lls But. I do not grudge the money because the
ments in the Garo il in the Great Wac”. That was the promise and we were
Garos pla.ycd so we 711':1’{)0 :13 Y ;-cc:tl'l'ing grant annually including stipends
getting a sum .of Rl\,s;‘l.:a::‘ter’s‘pfiy the pay of the Chaukidar for the upkeep
and the Weaving dsp on Mow Sir, we are not given anything in ex-
of the building and sO tio-n " asked the Hon’ble Minister in charge, in my
change for that l?snln-lt i ek 19 be looked into and that that institution
last Budget specca t}; for the Garos. As a result of having t'h‘:lt institu-
may 1:;]3 rCOpzn‘f,g-liEn(rur?achint:Slill every home in Tura town. There were
tion there ar ‘ =

d _ what little the people of Tura ‘:1_:1(1 learnt during
edviay COLII'SCS.Z}HI of the existence of the institution have now
St tpe“ol;y them. I do not want to spend the valuable time

o B © .
been forgotte

d would request the presert Gl)"»fcrlln}mn.t to go into this

i possible, the institution may jdgtun )(.1 ('fsfz‘l’ll‘s}'lc:(i, - tl.mt
fit of this industry. Thei e are a gooc .dml of raw materials

i o }?cnc d1 hope Government will try to introduce the ey

=R > tto al:;’ being only the a‘%"iCUl'-Ul‘ﬂl 'pr()ch‘mf: which go out from

Spinaingo- Hﬁistgonrlllwe shguld see that this can be of some benefit to o

ar :
11;:)Irézfc:)ple of the Garo Hills.

5 illage industry, [ should say that ¢}
P Carpcr;tl }:a;tl};lc({ \irlillr}.? much fond of becoming C-"-"Pﬂnterl:,

g e alpi 1@0 in the Garo "Hills because as you know, Sir, Garo
et o ;:) and have got many valuable timber trees. All the
Hills is a forest C(.)Lm 1rti :-asilv‘;waijlablc in any part of the district and so th o
ey e ql;mu!;i be introduczd. Th= following pla-es or localities
i mdu‘i“{}’ + urpose on the southern slopes of the ’fllS'I‘ICt, t.e., in the
aesuitalle o tm]ii))'l - t:tc - on the northern slopes Bajingdoba, K“I‘kutta,
e Bagmgrlal’oyrdaﬁ’giri .c’:tc., are also very promising  Sir, I need not take

! r <
Egr:;gﬂ]irl:lg;i?;lc of the hon. House. I resume my scat.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHA‘JDI{URI, Sir,
taruling from the Chair that when the Deputy Speaker 1S on the
E}v:;? E:'vhgthcr he should be called Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir or Mr.

Speaker, Sir. (Laug fzte_r.)

: . like to be addressed
PUTY SPEAKER: I should ; ¢ ssed as
2. g?;uwDSicakcr so as not to confuse myself with the Hon’ble Speaker

(Loud laughter).

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : th:n
I have got the ruling from the Chair, I address as Mr. .chpuw Speaker, Sir,

:nk. there is no use crying over the matter or criticising the policy of the
I think, = articularly with regard to the industrial devolopment  of the
Gove-rnmen'ip t vear, we had discussed this subject threadbare and gave
E‘:;;mss- estail:))ng bl;t I would ask the hon. House t tell me whether
any zf thgcgsuggcstions has been locked into angl given effect to. '(A voice :—
none). 1 think, this Government have no policy Or programme with regard
to the industriaf development of the province. This is most prpbably d?c
to their apathy and weakness 1n making a programme and tollQng it.
Sir, last time, if I remember aright, many hon. merpbc_:rf& of this House
suggested to Government for looking into the possibilities of establishing
sugarcane factories within the province 'Qut we have not heard_ _ar_r,.rthmg
whether Government have made any inquiry as to the possibilities or

of this House an
matter, so that,

-

it - e

s e
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otherwise of starting sugarcane factories. In other provinces and foreign
countries, we find that Government see the necessity of establishing and
maintaining factories for the benefit of their provinces and the countries.
They generally pay a subsidy for that industry or purchase shares so that
an industry may be established, within the country or the province as the
case may be, but what do we see here Sir ? Government is very callous
about it.  Sir, T do not know whether Government have taken any statistics
whether sugar or gur that is produced within the province are sufficient to
supply the demands of the people of this province. So far as my knowledge

goes, gwr and sugar are being indented from the neighbouring provinces to
this province of Assam.

Then, Sir, another point to which I want to draw the attention of the
Government is that in the budget we find that there are Jute Inspectors and
demonstrators for village propaganda work but I do not know what is their
business and what they do. I would ask the Hon’ble Chief Minister to go to
the country side and enquire of the people whether they have either seen these
inspectors or Demonstrators. I say, Sir, that nothing can be expected from
a Government which has no programme and which is so weak that it passes
watchful days and wakeful nights in canvassing support for their very
existence.  With these few words, Sir, I support the motion.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMAH: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
I had a motion with regard to giving of grants-in-aid to some of the
industrial schools of this province and I think it will be quite in the fitness
of things to discuss the matter in connection with the motion moved by my
hon. friend. Now, Sir, from the budget itself we find that there is a
provision of Rs.170 as contribution to the many industrial schools of the
province. Last year we had a list of these industrial schools placed on our
table by the Hon’ble Minister. In spite of our repeated requests from this
side as well as from the other side of the House to make some grants-in-aid
to some such rural institutions so that they may grow and thrive, we find
that there has been a provision of only a paltry sum of Rs.170. 1In my
district alone there has been started one such industrial school by the Local
Board and it is at the cost and sacrifice of certain primary schools under the
Board. It is really very painful to remark that Government have been very
apathetic all throughout towards these institutions. Now, Sir, there is one
other technical school in my district at Silghat which has prayed to
Government for a long time for some money but it has not been granted
anything. Sir, there is one technical school started at Jorhat which is not
sufficient to accommodate all the students that go in there for industrial
education. Now, Sir, I don’t know particularly of other districts regarding
the number of such schools in those districts, but [ think unless Government
come to their rescue and help these institutions there is no use of this Depart-
ment Industrial education should be imparted not only through these schoolg
but through every institution—even through the primary schools — so that
the local people — the villagers — may also have the idea of the benefit of
modern scientific industries, Therefore, 1 support the motion and I hope
Government will try to do what they can in this direction.
The DEPUTY SPEA
may 1‘eply.

The Hon’ble Maulavi
Jast speaker—Srijut Purna
giving grants-in-aid to many

KER: Now, the Hon’ble Minister in charge

ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY ;
handra Sarma—criticised Government for not

industrial schools and said that only Rs,170
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has been provided for in the budget. I find, Sir, that a non-recurring
provision of Rs.2,000 has been made in the budget under Major
head—43.—Industries—f{or contribution to ]oc:_ll bodies for the development
of industries. The grants-in-aid 1o the industrial er}ooIs arc generally given
after the institutions have been inspected by the Dtrcctpr of Ind_ustrics and
recommended for such grants. I }mdcrstund that the Dircctor of Industries
visited the Nowgong Technical Scnool and, so farasIam aware, he was
favourably impressed with it. The matter will receive sympathetic consi-
i overnment.
deratﬁg h(zyfn.(?r?cnd Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir .Hussain Chaudhuri has
aised the question that this department has no _policy ;md'n? programme.
This is the usual charge that is being levelled against us.  We in this depart-
ment are not concerned so much with big mdustrlcs,_but our policy and
programme are to help the development of small cottage industries. As in the
previous years, we have been following thc Sal%lf_pohcy in this year also.,
My hon. friends Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya 5“(! srjut Kameswar Das have
raised the question of industrial financing. i policy is to grant industrial
loans in deserving cases where the necessary guarantee for security is
forthcoming and Government have been following a very liberal policy in
is matter.
this Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: How many hundreds of rupees
ent as industrial Joans ? _
W Phe Fon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: It is not
the business of Government (O throw away Government money when
sufficient guarantee of security is not forthcoming. - _
Srijut BELIRAM DAS :  Will Government give sympathetic considera-

i erving cases ! ‘ - .

P 'f'(l)xed;ion’blge Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAPD}iURY: Deserving
cases will always receive sympathetic con{sidcralmn ol Government, My hon.
friend Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya said that an assurance wasg given last
year by Government but that assurance _has nc‘)t been acted upon. But
unfortunately he could not realise the position of Government. It is not the
function of Government to start industries. \'Vhep md.ustru:s are started by
private persons, it is the business of ‘Govcrnmcrjy to give them all necessary
facilities, that is in the power of the Government to make,

Mr., BAIDYANATH 1\/{001«;1{*:?11:?}E= Will GOVC“"TCM supply with
sufficient materials if a factory is started by privatc persons &
uficient matertass oG i ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Tt s not

the function of Government to s&fiplz J iﬁ;?g;i?ii]:of G g
ij BELIRAM DAS: hat 1s overnment, Sir ?

%li:‘:autHon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN _CHAUDHURY: The
function of the Government is to help an_industrial institution when started;
Then my hon. friend Srijut Krishna Nath Sarma raised the question of
hand loom industry. 1 think this 1s an mc}ustry on'wlnch quernment has
concentrated its attention and our Weaving Parties are giving demons-
trations, introducing new designs of cloth and new appliances throughout the
province. .

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA:
millionaires, that is, the capitalists ? )

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: I think,
Sir, it will be recognised that cottage industry is not for the interest of the
capitalists. It is for the interest of the poor masses of the country and our
demonstrators are doing very useful work in this connection. At least so far
as I know in Sylhet the demonstration party have introduced many designs
of different kinds of cloth.

Is it for the interest of the

-
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Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA:
organijsations ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: I know
that in Bidyasram they arc¢ doing many useful works for the spread of Khadi
at Beanibazar. I think if thcy need any help, Government should be
prepared to help them in every possible way.

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA:
Khadi industry in Nowgong ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: 1 cannot
give that assurance unless I see it. ;

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: Can you give the assurance
alter your inspectien ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: VYes.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDIURI:
What is the standard of the inspection ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: My hon.
friend Mr. Jobang D. Marak said that we are not taking any interest in
industrial development in the hills. I may point out that at Kohima there is
-a technical school for the industrial education of the hill boys. He has raised
the question of re-opening the Technical School of the Garo Hills. Govern-
ment will re-examine the question.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK:: May I know what number of students
and what amount of money are necessary for re-opening the school ?

i The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN GHAUDHURY :
aware of the details. I shall look into the matter.

Sir, these are the main points that have been raised, and let me tell
‘them this much that it will be our endeavour to expand the usefulness of this
Department as far as we possibly can. We E}avc got a Development Board,
and some hon. members of this House also sit on that Board. = Various sug-
gestions for the development of the province are received by the Board and
considered, and, if possible, given effect to. Qurintention is to expand the
activities of this Board as far as possible. ) ‘ '

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Ona point ofmforn‘muon, Sir. Is it the
policy of the Government to grant subsidies to deserving persons opening
cottage industries ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY :
industrial loans. -

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: I think Government have got
a fixed policy. May we have a copy ofit, if it is not confidential ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: The Gov-
ernment policy is well known. Through the Ad_rmmstr;tlon Reports of the
various Departments you will know what policy is adopted.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJER: I am satisfied; Sir.
policy. " .

Khan Sahihb Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHUR]Y,
On a point of information, Sir. May 1 know the name of any Cottage In-
dustry where the people are getting Government assistance .

Mrzx. BAIDYANATH MOOKER JEE: You rcad the Administratioy
Report and you will get a reply. —

(4 voice : This is not question time, but I would inform the hon, memper
that it is the poorer classes which get help from the Govcrnmcm;_)

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITVA: Onapoint of information, Sir
Has Llus_Govcj}‘nmcnt nothing particular to improve the policy initiried by
the previous Government before the Relorms were initiated ? ¢

Will they help the Khadi

Will the Government help the

I am not

\‘VC give

That is the
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Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDH}JRI : On
a point of personal explanation, Sir. I did not suggest that tl}c (n)vcx‘lnng
should start a Sugar Factory. I suggested that they should either subsidise
or purchase shares so that Sugar Factories may be sct up.

pThe Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN QHAUDHURY: Iam sur-
prised that my hon friend docs not know that it is duc to tlrm protection
afforded by the Sugar Protection Act whicl was Q;:sscd in the Central Assem-
bly that the sugar factories are flourishing 1n India. P I

The motion of Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya that the provision of Rs.28,176
under Grant No 22, Major head —43.—Industrics, Minor head—A.—
Director of Industries ‘Sub-head—2.—Pay of Establishment, Detailed head—
Clerks, at page 165 of the budget, be reduced by Rs.100, e, the whole grant
of Rs.2,31,000 do stand reduced by Rs.200 was then put and lost.

Tl;e c;riginal motion that a sum not exceeding Rs.2,31,000 I{c granted to
defray the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
ending on the 31st March 1939, for the administration of the “Industries
Department” was then put and agreed to.

GRANT No.11
(28.—JAILS AND CONVICT SETTLEMENTS)

The Hon’bls Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: On the
recommendation of His Exccllency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to
Move that o sum not excectinE Rs.4,65,400 bg: gmntcd “l;o dcf‘r.ay the charges
which will come in the course of payment durmég:qthc yt_,t:lr"?ndm‘gi on the Zilst
March 1939; for the Eldln'kllib'll'ilf.ion of the hcad .-8."'—-_Icll s and Convict Set-
tlements™. ; . & e e -

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The motion moved is that 2 sum not ex-
ceeding Rs.4,65,400 Dbe granted to defray the charg}t;.s- \?:ilhlcii&wﬂl come 1In
the course of payment during the year crgdmg on l;_‘e: Ist arch, 193?’ for
the administration of the head ¢28.—Jails and Conviet ‘Settlemcn.t_s i

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Mr. De’put.)-' Speaker, Sir. 1
beg to move that the provision of Rs.4,03,101 u:}dlm: ((l}iaxt No.11, Major
head—28.—Jails and Convict Scttlements, Minor '3"?01 \.—District Jails
(total), at page 85 of the Budget, be reduced by -RTI s R’ ls.el.,mthc amount
of the whole grant of Rs.4,65,400 do star}d 1‘cflucf:c by Si B

(To criticise Government for not taking S;icp!? for no.t bringing the Jail
Schools under the control of the Director of 1”:]“]IC Inst-luctlo.n.)

It is known to all the hon. members _of th1§ I-Iou::,c, specially those who
have jail experience, that adolescent and Juvemi(e) pl‘lS()t}lCrS arc allowed to
remain in jails of Assam with other prisoners. nc.cla })lpy had emjoyed the
privilege of being admitted into 2 jail and to IR WAL s clders, who be-
came his instructors in theft, burglary, ¢t¢. it1s very difficult for him to
¥ermai s IINEC .. casnaee e .

b, P for o lons RS ERER . A privlee indeed,

_ Babau KARUNA SINDHU ROY: I think no one can contradict me
3 1 say that there exists inside the jails a university to give lessons to young
students in burglary, theft and in other 11::1;101.13 cnmes. I can cite many
mstances of a hoy p;isoncr getting old in jails by committing repeated crimes
both within or outside the jail. In the year 1932-33 there was a prisoner
named Jagat Goala in the Gauhati Jail. His age was then 55. He told us
that he had courted jail for 17 terms, and he wasa rich person who could
maintain his family from inside the jail.  (Laughler.)

/3
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Whenever he  was  released he supplied large sums to  his
family through burglaries and thefts. .Last timec when I visited
the "Sylhet Jail I found  similar persons as the Goala there.
Now, therefore, Government must take drastic steps to check such contami-
nation.

Itis of coursz gratifying that schools have been started to have the
boy prisoners properly educated. I was entrusted with the duties of teach-
ing boy-prisoners while I was in Gauhati jail in 1932-33. Nothing could be
done to impart moral educatien and to remove the illiteracy of the boys
unless proper facilities are allowed by Government to the teachers. I under-
stand at present that systematic schools have been established in Gauhati,
Sylhet and Tezpur jails. I can boldly say that until and unless the schools
are brought under the control of the Education Department nothing substan-
tial can be achicved. The jail officers never allow teachers to get on peace-
fully with their wock. Last time, while I visited Sylhet Jail, one boy com-
plained to me that rice which was given to them was coarse and vegetables
werc uneatable. That very same boy who has now come out told me that
he was punished next day and he was removed from the school and was
given hard work to do because he mentioned that matter to me. To avoid

interference on the part of the officials I should suggest that the jail schools
should be brought under the education department.

With these words I commend my motion to the House.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the provision
of Rs.4,03,101 under Grant No.11, Major head—28.—]Jails and Convict Set-
tlements, Minor head—A.—District Jails (total), at page 85 of the Budget,

be reduced by Rs.3,101, t.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.4,65,400
do stand reduced by Rs.3,101.

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: On a point of information, Sir,
may I know whether ghani labour is abolished in the jails of Assam ?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I disallow this.question as it is not the in-
terpcllation time.
Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: I have to make a speech,
Sir.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon. member is at liberty to specak.

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, as I have
got no reply, I take it for granted that the ghaeni labour is there in our jails.

Khan Bahzdur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: On a point of order, Sir,
ghani labour docs not come under this motion.

Si'jut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: If I am not allowed then I may
sit down. %

The DEPTUTY SPEAKTR: The hon member is at full liberty to speak
and not question.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Satyid Sir MUZAMMAD SAADULLA: But
it must be relevant to the subject matter of the motion before the House.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Yes.

_Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: Sir, it is a form of labour in
which the health of the prisoner is broken down.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: This sulject is irrele-

vant. It comes under motion No 2
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Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: T have got the permission of the
chair and I have aricht to speak with reference to this motion.
The other 1notion may not come.

The DEPUTY SPEAXKER ¢ The hon member is requested to speak
only with reference to the motion in question and ton beyond.

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: T'his motion is with reference to
the jail schools. So, Sir, if this ghani labour is abolished amd the time
taken by this labryur is utilised in givinT instructions in schools, 1 say that it
will be much better (laughter).  Ghani labour is very hard labour............

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The hon. member is trying to introduce
something wide of the mark (Flear ! liear !)

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA : As a matter of fact we have expe-
rience of this glani Iabour. Onutside the jails this labour is done by bullocks
and these bullocks are being blindfolded and they are allowed to draw the
ghani for hours together. It breaks the nerves of the prisoners and so
is a brutal form of punislrment that is being awarded.

Th= DEPUTY SPEZEAYMER : I donost undarstand the hon, member,
In spite of my reapeated exhortations thc hon. me nher is persisting in his
own way of speaking on an extrancous matter havinz no be irine with
motion in question (Hear ! hear !) '

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: Tdraw the pointed attention off

3 Sir, it

the

the Government to abolish this systein of labour and substitute reading
and writing (laughter).
Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Sir, 1 have other motions

which can be dealt with equally under this mnotion No.l, because, Sir, frorns
our point of view we think the Jail should be treated as a residential school
As such it dozs com= under the purview of this motion and se I wil] dt:'\_i
with it in the way it best comes under it. s

0.2 rclates to the ecneral
administration of the Jail. And it is simply waste of time to allow
the hon. members to spcik oa the dilferent cut motions almaost all, of which
cqually though not identically relate to the same subject. I think, an

discussion in relation to inntion N».2 will be more welcome than wiLh, rcs}i
pect to motion No.1l. The hon. member now taking scat will have the
chance to move his motion. I he speaks with relation to the motion now
before the House (motion No.l) he must have to speak with reference to that
motion only. f

Th: DEPUTY SPEAXER: I think motion N
1

Khan Bahaduar Mzalavi HERAMAT ALTI: We are

much obliged ¢
your ruling, Sir. e

Srijut PURNA CHANDEA SARMA: If I have a chance of mMovine
No.2, of course I can wait tili then. But I wanted to bring the whole jail
administration as under Industries in No.l, J

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Any more discussion under motion No.1 2
Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA ¢
(Proceeds to speak in Assamese.)

a ¥ E IR oy g ] g i ‘ -
The PEPUTY SPRARER :  You should speak in English,

adid
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Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA: T shall ke obliged if I am al-
lowed to speak in Assamese, because the other day the Hon’ble Revenue
Minister was allowed to speak in Assamese.

The DEPUTY SPELKER: No, that is giving too much of indul-
gCI'lCC.

Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA : Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the hon.
members of this House must have had experience of the labour in reading
and writing when they were in schools. To us that was a very hard labour.
Now in jails we have giani as hard labour. So, Sir, ghani labour can be
substituted by reading and writing—uwhich is also a hard labour—one form
of hard labour can be substituted by another form. With these words I
support the motion.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister will now reply.

The Hon’hia Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir, my hon. friend Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy has brought the
question of bringing the jails schools under the Director of Public Instruction.
As a matter of fact there is no regular school in jails. But what we have got
i1s that we have instructors to give literary education to the convicts. We
have got s‘uch instructors in different jails in the province. I do not see. Sir
what particular advantage there will be in bringing this matter under l‘.ht;
control of the Director of Public Instruction. In that case what I fear is
that it will interfere with discipline. I, thercfore, hope that my hon. friend
will realise the diflicultics of the position and not press his motion.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The motion before the House is—that the
provision of Rs.4,03,101 under Grant No.l1l, Major hcad——zs__..‘]'aﬂs and
Convict Settlements, Minor head—A —District Jails (total), at page 85 of
the Budget, be reduced by Rs.3,101, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.4,05,400 do stand reduced by Rs.3,101.

‘T'he motion was lost.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Sir, Ibeg to move that the
provision of Rs.62,236 under Grant No 11, Major head—28.—Jails and Con.
vict Settlements, Minor head—A.—District Jails, Sub-Head—2.—Pay of Es.
tablishment, Detailed head—Jailors and Assistant Jailors, at page 84 of the
budget, be reduced by Rs.10,i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.4,65,400 do stand reduced by Rs.10.

Sir, in bringing this motion I would refer back to the Hon’ble Minister
to the statement I made on the last DBudget session while discussing a
similar motion about the jails of the province. On that occasion I Iaig
great stress on the point that the outlook of the Government should be
entirely changed, namely, that the idea of punishment should bz re[‘ormatory
rather than vindictive. There are other things also to which T made refer.
ence on the last occasion and one ofthese.is that the prisoners should be
kept segregated from each other as far as possible. )

Now, Sir, as regards the incident which occurred in last October, tq
which reference has been made on several occasions in this House and oyer
which an enquiry committee was sitting for some days to give a report, the
report was prepared long ago but has not yct been placed on the table of
the House for the information of hon. members. Having been a member of
thz}t cominittec myself, I know that certain facts came to our notice durin
the enquiry, which I think will be fit and proper to be mentioned before the

e. At le: : ; :
Hous incidcn?StJhS'H‘,’ t{lere- 1S no gainsaying the fact that there was
happy which result

show to the hon. members
place. LEven A taking

an un-

ed in an enquiry and the report thereon would
_of this House jhow that unhnppy mcident took
the best view of the matter, many of my friends in
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the committee were of the opinion that the force feeding of the convict, how-
Evcrjustiﬁablc, was done in a manner in which it should not have bcen
one.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : On a point of order,
Sir. When the report of that committee has not yet been placed on the
table of the House, is the hon member entitled to comment on the report ?

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : We have submitted the report
finally.

H%he DEPUTY SPEAKER : It should not be referred to.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : We know, Sir, that events are
taking place inside the jails almost daily, which, if they only come to light
would have amazed many and caused a good deal of anxiety in the minds of
the friends and relations of the convicts concerned. ‘bn“, there have been so
many breaches of the rules promulgated by the Government, which the
officers concerned have evaded with impunity. Of course there is yet time
to see what action is proposed to be taken or what action has been taken
by the Government against the officers concerned in that incident in the
Nowgong Jail.

ngo‘g,JSir’ many of such incidents could have been avoided by a suit-
able change of the rules, which I have always been asking Government to
do since the last session. What is requircd is a stringent cx}ﬁ)rccmcnt of
such rules on the officers supervised by the Jail visitors appointed by the
Government to look into these matters. W.c know instances, Sir, where,
when complaints are made by prisoners, punishment is awarded to them,
and in this particular case I have referred to Mr. Ajit Kumar Chakravarti,
who was given to understand, some time after he made a statement before
the enquiry committee, that he would be pl%ll.lshc.d.. For what ? On a sus-
picion that he gave information about the jail incident to some outsiders
from inside the jail. Sir, in these matters it is difficult to get evidence in the
ordinary course of things. But nevertheless we have got always to trust the
officer and it is very necessary at the prescnt time that the outlook of these
officers should be changed, and that can be done by the Government.

Sir, as regards the appointment of visitors, '\_vc often find that the
District Officer generally recommends some  Rai Bahadurs and Khan
Bahadurs and such other m=mbers ol the public who are known to have
always sided with the Government or with the party of tll(‘-‘ G vernment,
Now, Sir, there are many others 11 the town, 1n Cil‘_lll subdiviiion who
can possibly know the conditions insidz E!If-? jnil much be,u;(:r. A I can batter
inspect the administration than these Ral Bahadurs and Kh n B:lhadurs._

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : O a point
of information, Sir, was not the hon. member ajail visitor for some time ?

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Only on the last occasion.  Sjr,
Government is very particular about the fact that they would not appoint
such persons who can sce with their eyes the state of affairs and have some
ideas of the internal administration of the jails. I,_tl}Cl'Cﬁ)l'Ca commend this
motion for the acceptance of the House so that the.lail_ rules may be revised
and Government would change the outlook of the officers who> administer
the jails in the province.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the provision
of Rs.62,236 under Grant No.11, Major hecad-—28.—Jails and Convict Set-
tlements, Minor head—A.—District Jails, Sub-hcad—2.—Pay of Establish-
ment, Detailed head—7Jailors and Assistant Jailors at page 84 of the Budget

be reduced by Rs.10, i\¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.1,65,400 do
stand reduced by Rs.10.
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Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I also
tabled a metion with the object of criticising Government for worse
condition of jails and indifferent attitude of the visitors. As I find that
my motion may not have a chance to comie up at all, I take this opportu-
nity to join in the deliberation pf _thc subject.  Sir, it is my personal
expericnce that the under-trialslive in such bad condition that anybody
having any consciousness cannot possibly pass by their side. Whenever
they come out of jail, if anybedy happens to be there, he will find that
a very bad smell comes out from their cloths and person. Though they
can manage to live with such dirtiness, as they are human beings this condi-
tion of dirtiness should be removed. Particularly, attention of the medical
officer in charge of the jail should be drawn to the fact that these people
may not be allowed to live in such a dirty condition. When they come out
of the jai) their cloths take a reddish colour. As for other convicts, of
course, these people have the chance to go out for the purpose of taking
Jabour outside the jail where they can get the chance of breathing a free air.

As for the visitors, as has been remarked by the hon. member generally
such persons are appointed who have very little time to go and visit the
jail. There are certain gentlemen to my knowledge who did not care to go
to the jail-side and see personally how the convicts are passing their days
there. With these words, I support the motion and I particularly draw
the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge that the condition of the
convicts inside the jail should be improved.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: Mr. Deputy
Speaker, Sir. Every body in this Hous¢ knows th_at‘ jail life is after al}
a punishment. I do not want to see that the jail should be made a
father-in-laws’ house (laughter). At the samec time I do not say that
the jail people should receive harsh or any brutal treatment. As for the
Khan Bahadurs and Rai Bahadurs, I hold no brief for them, but I
cannot goand say that all the Khan Bahadurs and Rai Bahadurs
are without a heart for the jail people who are _unfortunately detained
there. The question is, whether these people are taklpg any interest in the
life of thece miserable creatures or not. My hon. friend over there Hhas
taken such interest in onec Ajit Kumar Chakravarty. I remember that in
this House full one day’s debate was spent over the treatment in Nowgong
jail. On that occasion with much restraint I had to sit down. It ig fully
known what his antecedent is. Sir, some sort of confidence we must have
on the jail officers, otherwise if outsiders are allowed to interfere with the
internal administration of the jail, then it \yould be a very bad day, I must
say. At the same time if a suggestion 1S made to the Hon’ble Minister
in charge of Jails I think he will give due consideration to that. So
long the Hon’ble Mr. Chaudhuri was 1n charge of that department we
have information from the Sylhet Jail which 1s the biggest jail in the
province that many people who happen to 'bf:long to the other group
were given chance to give surprise visit to the jail. In the jail visitors book
they make an encouraging note, but curiously enough, as soon  as  they
leave tle jail compound they send a report to the press which is contrary
to what they said and rccorded in the jail book. Sir, I do not know What
is to believe and what is not to believe.

What I wish to suggest to the Hon’ble Minister in char
is this. I find that on

to attend the Court, ar

- L s ge of prisons
many occasions under-trial prisoners when they arc

\ € not given proper diet. Some times it

1that th‘ey cannot r_c:gch the jail before sunset and by that time the ‘miaht
mc:t[ gl B lhe“};ul is finished and these people have to go without oo
for that night.  So I suzgest that there should be proper attention pail to

so happens
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this aspect of the thing. If these under-trials are long detained in the
Court, arragement should be made to give them some sort of breakfast.
It is also found that the under-trial prisoners find practical difficulty to
have consultation with their lawyers. 1 suggest that there should be
separate arrangement made so that the under-trials may find opportunity to
speak out their minds and confide any privileged statement to their lawyers.
That should be done so that other officers of the jail may not hear
that statcment. There are various statements that are to be treated as
privileged and these should not be allowed to be heard by outsiders,

The third point is that the moral atmosphere should be improovad,
It may be improved in various ways. That can be done if occasionlly
people having fecling for the improvement n_F these fallen people may be
allowed to have free passes there—of course it must be with the consent of
Jail officials, and they may be allowed to advance them for their moral
improvement. The question is how to 1mprove their Jife. '
making these convicts myrters and extolling self-imposed hunger strike.  We
cannot improve them in that way.

I make these suggestions, and with these few words I take my seat.
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Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir, I am not in a position to criticise or
praise the jail administration of the province because I had no occasion to
visit jails. In the Garo Hills, Sir, the visitors are only Government officers
and one member of the public who is an illiterate man. When he visits the
jail he simply signs blindly any remarks recorded by the jailor himself. From
him we cannot expect to bring out any information about the actual con-
dition of the jail. So my only one point is that one of the M. L. As. of
the district should be allowed to visit the jail. Butso faras I know, ths
jail in Tura is superior to any other jail in the province, as I have expressed
my views in my cut motion speech on tl}e jail adm1n1§trat10n last year. So
I think, Sir, as far as jail administration is concerned in 'I:ur_a it s quite
satisfactory at present. But I cannot assure you that  this is actually =~ so,
If there be any unsatisfactory condit’on or torturing or jooloom I have not
heard from any visitors or any convicts. .
With these few words, I think the criticism suggested in the cut motion

i desirable
® "Vaulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:

r. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I drew attention last year to the system of enoa-
gmg coﬁvi():’ts IiDn the work of sweepers and the Hon’ble Minister in Cha?gc
of jails, who had experience of jail life, gave me an assurance that he
would move in the matter ; but I regret to say that ,Govcrr}ment have not
abolished the system yet. From the speech of the Hon’ble Finance Minister
I find that the abolition of ghani labour in the Ji}lls has been engaging the
attention of Government ; but there is no mention of the abolition’ 'of the
system of engaging convicts as sweepers. Govcrnm-t-,:n.t ¥n1ght say that _it
is not compulsory on the convicts to work as sweepers ; 1t 1s mere permis-
sive. But what T say is that there should not be any permission for convicts
to work as sweepers. Sir, this does not help to improve the mora]
character of the prisoners. I would suggest that Government should abolish
the system and engage the prisoners who are now working as sweepers in
other works where they could learn same crafts that may help them when
they are released from jails. Sir, it is a pleasure that the Jail department
has got an hon. gentleman in charge who had the good fortune of enjoying
the hOSthﬂhtY of Government for complete 12 }anhS I mean Hon’ble
Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhury, He knows, Sir, how the prisoners are
treated by the o.ﬁiccrs in jails, (A wice from the Congress bersh: He
has now forgotten 1it.) ;

School 78 5 «fsq 2ars
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It may le said that they are gencrally put to jails for undergoing
punishment because they commit crimes but the arzuments put furwar_d on
the floor of the House have shown that _Hu: hon. m-r:mlet:!{s ‘:!c,.. ..1}:t.eagly
sympathetic towards the unfortunate prisoners. Ihf:‘,‘ may be pests of the
scciety they may be hated people, but after all they are our country men.
“hey cannot ke denied gocd treatment. - N 2
- 3{I'hcn Sir, as regards the food T should say ’J‘.n?: worst possible food is
supplicd Iz) th:‘ conw:_’cls. Our [Fx-Minister of 1!1{: Jail Ut:[::‘.:':.nu'n_t says that
‘;t.}ijspn(;[ a fact i‘}ut I say, Sir, thatitis a fact. [he food which is given to
a < < c s . ) . : y
the convicts cannot be styled as good. There is a provision F(?l bqp;)]y of
fish to the conviets but I can inform the ]-Inu(;(: that #t is supplied ir such
. : £ - as -opathic daose.
aw at it can be styled as homcopat
: “a'}lt-}:: Il?lo‘;l’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On a
point of inf-'r)rmatiorz, Sir. When did the hon. member visit  the Jail
the ac 3 >
tox ‘}ll\;a]:;;\:;l?\/iﬁﬁé.m&n MAQ3UL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: I
cnjoygd the hospitality of the benign Government for comnplete  Zf
months. b L .
The Honw’bl: Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CIFAUDHURI: May J
know how many years ago 7 .
Maulavi I\?f(ﬂ}JHAIv{R‘!AD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: It
was from 1921 to 1923. I mav inform the House thalt things  have nort y}c‘.:
T 5 st smoly w Iraw the attention of the
ehanged very apprceiably. 1 :mply want to ¢ t : i
Govc%nmcnt}toltlf)lc fact a{mt {hey should try to do something  towards the
improvement of the food in jails. ) _ ;
Mzulzvi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALT: Mr. .I{}?p‘“.lf.}:’. S,)Ir:dkcx, Sir,
last year I had occasions te discuss on the floer of this House about  the
i‘nhuyrn‘an system of ghani lab-ur. This was pointed out by almost all the
hon. members of the House. Now we find, Sir; that it is after a course of
thre.e months only that the matzer it engaging the attention of the .(.;ovcm‘
ment -T»’Iay I leave a word of protest that Government have deliberately
retained the system of ghani labour in jails 7 Last year therc _were many
suggestions and I say that no tunc should have been lost to translate all these
Tmic:. action. There is a line in Hon’ble Finance Minister’s opcning a‘d‘drcss
that the work of the ghari labour in Jails should be d‘qnc by bullocks if the
: 9 o 3 aze. ‘or se, . . ek . o
kouse votes funds for this purpo For this purpese, Sir, funds must be voted

by the House. When I sce Sir, that the House agrees that there should not

. - e c: z st { not voting
be any system of ghani labour, there cannot be any qguestion o X Jis
any a);ngunt for the purchase of bullocks, mustard sceds, cte. There is
another peint to which I want to draw the attention of ‘ .the Govcn}ment
is that our prisoness have to be scgregated. My hon. friend Mr. Sa‘nr‘la_
has pointed out that not enly the juvenile but the new-comers in the jails
below the age of 30 ought to be segregated. .

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: On a point of

information Sir. What my hon. friend would suggest if these prisoners are
sentenged under section 302 ? :

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI : They will have to be segrega-
ted better still ?  Sir, one fact which I mentioned on the last occasion is
about the daily pra\,‘ér among the Mussalmans. T have heard that certain
Instructors’in “jajls ‘have been appointed. I believe the attention of the
Government has been drawn to this system of daily prayer. I hope Govern-

ment ' will "sée that even if the prisoners are unwilling to say their anprers it

should be done by force just to improve the moral tone of the prisoners by
1his system.
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Then, Sir, as regards the burial of the dead Badics of the Muslim
convicts, I should say, that nothing has been done yet. This matter has
been raised on many occasions in newspapers and en public platforms, This
should engage the attention cf the Government and Some provision should
be made for the burial of the dead bodies ef the Muslim  convicts. it
mot enly a questien of sentiment huet itis a religious  question  also, With
these few words Sir, I resume my seat. J

Rev. L. GATPHOH: Sin, my -experience of jail administ
limited to a few visits to jails and  one of these visits was the visit paid to
the jail at Gauhati during ¢he last session one day whena the House was
not sitting. That day was a Sunday and when I entered the® jail Gome
pound I found all the cenvicts quite clean. Then I went to the den where
I spent more than an hour. 1 talked with the man I wanted to see and
put several questiens 1o him asking how he liked the place, what kind of
{ood was supplied to him and what sort of treatment he received from the

aail staff. {4 vwce :—let us go there}. He had nothing but good words
o speak about the Jailor and the Assistant Jailors. In fact I never
expected to hear a good account ef the conduct and behaviour  of the
officers in charge of the jail. OGne hon. member has mentioned about the
burial of the prisoners. I am plcased that he has mentioned it, For I had
the opportunity when I went to Gaukati to speak to a Missionary there
te see and arrangze for the burial of prisoner whe had byt a few days
to live. I heard afterwards that he was given a very decent burial. b
The DEPUTY SPEAKEZR: The Hon’ble Minister should reply now
The Hoa’ble Maunlavi ABDUL MATIN GIAUDHURY, S
hon. [riend the mover of the cut motion has said that it shoyld be the {3011(_;)7
of Government to reform the prisoners and nrot merely. to pPunisk thcmy
Government is not unconscious of this aspect of the question aad, to Uy te
veform the prisoncers is one of the policics of the Government. Hop, members
are aware that in this House the Good Gonduct Pr:sonc‘rs’ Probationa] Release
Bill has receatly been introduced and it has passed the Sclect Committee stage,
When that Rill is passed, I think, it will ensurc better conduct of the prisoners
inside the jail and also help them in turning & new leafin their Jijfo and be-
coming good citizens outside. Ihc_rc 15 also a progosal undcz- consideration'
of Government as the Hon’ble Chief _IV‘[uustc}~ pomt’cd out in hijs budoet
speech, to keep separate the juvenile prisoners from  thz haibity,] aq] an-
firmed criminals. ~ When that is done it will be another step ia that i, ..
tion ol jail reforms.  Besides, Sir, a reference has been mads in this_deb;{c
that though there is provision in our _g;uls f-;?r_t[ac c.ducatlo‘.l of the Prisoners
bat no oi;partunily is afforded t>  give rghgm-f;,s Instructions to ths priso-
nars. M. hon. lriend Srijut Ma‘hadcv. ;,a;rm ‘.;1 wanted o know wh
religious instructors arc not anpointed in ail whe  jarsd 4] [think, Sir,
educational insteuc or a:l rcligious instructor are two different thmgs. There
are obvious ditficulties in appolating a religious iastructor on account of
the fact that the prisoners belong to different caste, creed and religion Fid
an instructor of one religion cannot suit all _th prisoners, but any suitable
person whoe wants to give religious instructions to the prisoners ig welcom.
<d to do so in the jails, My hon. friead Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma hg
also referr;‘d to the breach of Jail Rules taking place inside the jail 5’
my hon. friend Maulavi Abdir Rahman said that the conditjoy o

ration is

jails should be improved.  Sir, it is very difficult to answer , ?il th? '
criticism  like  this but if any specific instance is brought t, our gnot?‘a
we will certainly look into it. My hon. friend Srijut Purna @ ice,

handra
me, Sir,
1 himir

Sarma made a referencz about Ajit Kamar Caakravarty, Last t
when I visited Nowgong, I saw Ajit Kumar Chakravarty anq aska
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he had any complaints to make. He said “] have nothing (o complain.”
(Hear ! hear !). Then my hon. friend Maulavi I-_\i'_i. I\'In'q})ul Hussain Chau-
dhuri suggested the abolition of sweeper system m.thc jails, and said that
the Hon’ble Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri had given an assurance that the
matter would be looked into by Government. I may tell my hon. friend
that the matter is being looked into and is receiving the attention of Govern-
ment. Bul at the santlc {ime I may point out to him  that this involves
some extra expenditure and, besides, in the work of the sweeper there is
no compulsion on the prisoners. O'n]y those pcoplc who volunteer to do
the work arc engaged in it and are given certain concession. My hon.
friend Mr. Jobarg D. Marak said thatn Garo Hills an illitsrate person ‘h:ts
been appointed jail visitor. I shall look into the matter and if any unsuita-
ble person has been selected, we sh'111_ takc. step to r_c:plam-. lfnn. T'hen
my hon. friends—Maulavi Md. Amjad Ali and Srijut Krishna Nath Sarma
referred to the question of abolition of ghanilabour in the jail. Govern-
ment is taking every step to expedite the matlcr‘and the Hon’ble Chief
Minister pointed out in his budget speech that the human _Iubour will be
replaced by bullocks and as soon as I'unds- are vot_cd. by llus' I.-Iousc, steps
will be taken to abolish ghani labour by prisoners inside the jail.

Srijat KRISHNA NATH SARVIA: There are lots  of oil mills
outside.  So instead of purchasing bullocks, the work of presssing oil inside
the jail can be abolished at once.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: The ghani
Iabour will be automatically abolished in the jail from _l[m Ist  April next,
My hon. friend—Maulavi Md. Amjad Ali—referred to the burial of dead
hodies of the Muslim prisoners. 1 am not aware of anything.......

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: He is a genlleman and if yoy
1 b 1 satisfied.
give him an assurance, he will be satis X
ho Hontble Manlsvf ABDUL DATIN CEULDHURE: Iy
hon. friend please refer to any particular difficulty 1n this  matter, 1 shajy
certainly look into it.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi¥ TRAMAT ALT: May I know from th

= . , -esult of the enqui abas
late Hon’ble Judical I\dizwistcrd,“jmitn\;izsc the Sofl P St

the burial of a Moslem who _1‘.*\ . KUMAR CHAUDHURI: As soop .
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHIN < calline for a report, and l.ds
Thaesaed ot daer astamce, § igsmed orders € 9 | 1Hye
ncthing to add,
The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The motion before the House 1s _that the
provision of Rs.62,236 under Grant No.11, Major head—28.—Jails  and
Convict Scttlements, Minor head—A.—District Jails, Sub-head—2.—Pay
of establishment, Detailed head—Jailors and Assistant Jailors, at page 84 of
the Budget, be reduced by Rs.10, i.¢., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.4,65,400 do stand reduced by Rs.10.

The motion was lost.

) The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Now the original motion before the House
is that a sum not exceeding Rs.4,65,400 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st

March 1939, for the administration of the head “28.—Jails and Convict
Settlements™.

The motion was agreed tos

o P ——
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" GRANT No. 24 -
[50—CIVIL WORKS—(EXCLUDING  ESTABLISHMENT AND

TOOLS AND PLANT CHARGES) ]

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the
Governor of Assam, I beg, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.29,41,800
be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year ending on the 31st Maich 1939, for the administration of
the head ©59.—Civil Works”—(excluding Establishment and Tools and
Plant charges).

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion moved is thata sum not
cxceeding Rs.29,41,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come
in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March, 1939,
£or the ad ninistration of the head ¢50.—Civil Works”—(excluding Establish-
ment and Tools and Plant charges).

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: I beg to move, Sir, that the provi-
sion of Rs.1,60,000 under grant No. 24, Major head—50.—Civil Works,
Minor head—A.—Original Works-—(b)—Communications (total), at page 176
of the, Budget, be reduced by Rs.90,000, i.e., th= amount of the whole grant

B Of R329,41,800 dO stand I'CdllCCd by RS.Q0,000 ([0 censure Govcrnment for

net inviting tender for Gauhati-Shillong-Pandu Motor Service as the
present lease will expire this year).

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to a point of order. According to the note
that has been submitted by my hon. friend, this motion is out of order, as
all matters connected with motor transport have been transferred from
the Public Works Department to the Police Department and this motion
cannot come under this head. Morcover this matter has already been
discussed in the House during these few days and I have given an assurance
that before June 1938 tenders will be called for.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : T'he motion is ruled out of order. Babu
Karuna Sindhu Roy may move his next motion.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: I do not wish to move this motion.*

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I beg to move
that the provision of Rs.10,000 under Grant No.24, Major head—
50.—Civil Works, Minor hcad—A.—-Ol_'lg'Lnal Works, Sub-head—(b)—
Communications, Detailed head_——l.—Ordmary roads, at page 176 of the
Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.29,41,800 do stand reduced by Rs. 100.

Sir, my intentivn in tabling this motion is to urge upon the Government
the necessity to connect the Pat%lsa_la_Rallway Station and the North Trunk
Road with a gravelled road. Sir, it is well known that this portion of the
road forms an outlet for the people of a vast area covering over 6 to 7 mauzas
with a population over 70,000 people. The earth is so very bad that during
the rains it becomes muddy and people often find it impossible to pass on
without getting themselves held up in calf-deep of mud. It passes through
an area with several Oil and Rice Mills, Schools and bazaars. The length
1s a short one about half a mile. According to the strict principles of the
Communication Board it is a fit casc to form a scheme in its list. but I was
told by an hon. member of the Communication Board, and also by the

* That the provision of Rs.2,94,500 under Grant No. 24; Major } ivi :
! 510 is5.2,94, . 24; Major head—50.—Ciivil Works,
Minor head—A.—Original Works (total), at page 176 of the Budget, be reduced I:l)y Rs?srﬂg,

i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.29,41.800 do stan To . rai
a discussion for the sale of residential bui]di;lgs,). 4 weduccd by Tasol. SR
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Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Works Department that as the
lenght of the road was small the Communication Board did not like to
include it in the list of schemes and thercby increase their number by
one. So it was left out being disqualified for its shortness. Sir, the road
is so important that once the Local Board of Barpeta prepared an estimate
with a view to gravel it, but as it came up to Rs.2,000, and as the fund
of the Local Board was insufficient for the purpose the project fell through,
I, therefore, urge again upon the Government that they will sce their way
to make sufficeint provision for gravelling this road at an carly date.  With
these remarks I commend my motion for consxdcratmn_ of the Housc._

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : The motion moved is |'h:1t the provision of
Rs.10,000 under grant No.24, Major head—50.—Civil Works, Minor hcad—.
s Ol e, St ) o ol il a1

1 ace 176 of the Budget, b 100, fe., tha
gr;%ﬁlr?txg?]?gaﬁglgqgr;it of Rs.29,41,800 do stand reduced by Rs.100,

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD _S.J}AI?I_J_L,Lx}:_ M,
Deputy Speaker, Sir, the fact that no other hon. mcmf.JCl I3 partcipating jp
this cut motion indicates that this matter 1s of a purely local ““POl‘f;‘uwf:.
This little bit of road, about half a mile in length, beloags not to the Public
Works Department but to the Local 15011'513_51“{1 any llll]'Jl'Oj-’CFncnt to it
ought to be done by the Local Board. An estimate was made at one time,
and it was found that a sum of Rs.590 “"”“]ii f“g‘cc for that small portion.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Rupces 1,500

Th't,a Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD S,‘&A’DUL‘LA,
Well, according to the Public Wo ks Department Speglﬁf.”;'f)'l’ lhi"‘ C'h“{f
Engineer was of opin‘on that the road could be shingled within an expendi-
ture j([)tfilslsggo.to the Local Board, if the road is of such \.ntal lmf.?OI-t?{:Tch
10 6 or 7 mauzas inhabit-d by about 70,000 people, to improve 1t The
inclusion of this small bit of road in our Road Programme was pressed by
our friend Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, and on the recorded procccdn}gs, I
find that Mr. Fakhrud<in Ali Ahmed wanted t'hg roac to be included in the
Road Board Programme, but the general opinion was against taking up
this small road in our programme. All our schcr_ncs have t}o gg to the
Central Road Board, and if such small schemes costurg O_HIY;) about Rs.500
are included in our main arterial system _what will tl}cy th.mk. . However, on
behalf of the Department, the Chief Iingincer P"Om_’-SCd that if there _wcere
any savings from the estimates of the completed projects these Shor.t_ feeder
roads up to a length of 14 mile will Dbe m}vaed. out of them. Bo T will
request my hon. riend to wait till the ncighbouring feeder roads are taken
up.

In this connection, I am sorry to inform the H?‘;ISC t}lat altho"lgh_ the
total cost of im’)rovinrr,our roads amounted to 25 lak ShO class I Projects.
we have received intimation that only 3 lakhs of rupees W been granted to
Assam, This, Sir, is the position. I will agamn gf‘m. the assurance that
ShO“}ld there be any money saved frgm our annual repairs grant even, I will
S€S that this b is 1 roved. :

. Srijut ﬁl&fﬁg%i&ﬁ g}fsg In view of this assurance, [ beg leave to
withdraw my motion .

The motion was with the leave of the House, withdrawn.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. Ct{AUDHURY: Mr. Dcputy Spc\ak-
er, Sir, may I make one submission through you to the hon. members of
this House who have tabled motions ? 1 have got a cut motion No. 22 and
I request for indulgence of the House so that I may move the motion.
and I hope they will allow me to do so. That isa short cut motion and
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I will not be long over it. My appeal to them is based in consideration of
the fact that the district Bar Library has received rather discourteous treat-
ment in the hands of the district Engineer of Sylhet and I wish they will

rive opportunity to speak on that.
8¢ Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: By

way of drawing your a tention, Sir, may I point out that motion No.19
is of a general character and when tha.t molion is taken up every member
will have an opportunity of speaking their grievances on the subject. I hope,
Sir, that you will ask that motion to be moved. . .

The DEPUTY SPEAKER : I think, this motion relates to a general
discussion of all pos ible items in relation to this departmeat. Therefore, in
the fitness of things, I hope, and I think, this motion should be discussed in
preference to others.  The motion stands in the namz of Srijut Kamaswar
Das who may move it.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: 1 beg to _move that th= total provision
of Rs.29,41,800 under Grant No.24, Mnjor hcad——SO.;—.C:f.ivil Works, at
page 175 of the budget, be reduced by Rs.100. (To criticise Government
for their Civil Works Policy).

Sir, in this connection, I want to say that the general policy of the
Public Works Department has been to confine itsell to the fow Foade s ot
existing under its jurisdiction in the province of Assam. The activities of the
Public Works Department are now seen confined Jar.'gely in areas where there
arc advanced people and vested interests. The policy of the department has
not been to go much into the interior for the benefit pf t}.u\, mass people—the
villagers. Il we go through the nnlcagc_ of roads maml‘ameq by the Local .
Boards all over the province and the mileage of roads maintained by the
Public Works Department and compare the expenditure over each it wij| be.
seen that the expenditure incurr_‘cd in the Public Works Department toids
exceeds many times the expenditure on the Local Board roads per mile.
Yet, nobody can deny that the roads maintained by the Iocal Boards ave
mostly for the benefit of the village p_cople and that very little benefit
accrue to them from the roads ‘mamtamcd by the Public Works Depart-
ment. In the matter of making grants to the IO(;EII bodies also, the .
Government is following a policy qt niggardliness. Yet with the increase
of population and genqral awakening of the mass peoplf: qﬁman Bk
increasing on these bodies for better and greater communication facilities .
and they have been compelled to widen the ﬁc.:ld 9f th_cw activities. In
the matter of contracts the Government policy is said to be to give
contracts to the indigenous people. But in fact what do we find ? Only

the other day to a question put by my hon. friend Srijut Mahadey

Sarma the Hon’ble the Chief Minister replied that owing to dearth of .

experienced indigenous contractors they were compelled to give contracts

to Braithwaite and Co., for a number of screw piles bridges. Sir, it 55"

well known that our people are not given contracts outside this province,

And if the Government follow the policy to give coatracts only to the -
experienced contractors, no matter wherefrom they come, then the indigenoyg -

men will get very little scope to get themselves experienced and it wil] be 2
very long long period indeed before which we canot expect any sufficient

number of experienced men in Assam to take contract from the Pyplie

Works Deépartment. If the Government are determined not
contract to-tl'xe indigénous people on the plea that they are inex
wheref-om W1H they gather expericnce ? -1 would urge therefyre,

to give

perienced
tnat they '
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should adopt a bold and definite policy and by way --Jlt -(‘-l]f‘f)lll"fl[;’('nl(‘.n]{ give
contracts to the indigenous people cven though they may not be as
experienced as outside contractors. ) e

- Slir the Local Board roads are increasing by hundreds of miles every
year 'if’he population is expanding anl un:,lr:ﬂ‘.l‘upc;i arcas arc being
developed by new settlers. It is, therefore, in the fitness of things that
Government should see their way to increasc the communication grants to
the local bodies. With these words 1 commend my motion to the accep-

Se. ) )

tanc?rfet};EP%’%lTY SPEAKER: The motion moved is that the total
provision of Rs.29,41,800 under Grant No. 24, Major head--50.—Civil
Works, at page 175 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100.

Adjournment
(The Assembly then adjourucd for 15 minut(:s}.

After adjournment
. The Hon’ble the Speaker now resumed the Chair,
Re receipt of an anonymous leiter by a memDb2r threatening his life

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Jefore we pru({(:c(l to the next item
of business, may I bring to your notice, Sir, a very Serious matter ?  After
the recess period, I was a little late to cntcr_thc (;ha.mhr-:i when a letter was
made over to me by my hon. friend Maulavi Ashrafuddin  Md, Chaudhury,
In that letter I find that I have been threatened LIlthr[ shall not be able
to leave Shillong with my life. (Cries of J/IG"{B)- ‘ _Fh(: letter bears the
date and time 3rd March, 1 p.m. It was PU_St'Cd i ‘Si“”f)“.ti and I received
it at about 2-30 p.m. Perhaps we can legitimately claim the protection of
the Government and I request you, Sir, to refer the matter to the Hon'ble
Chief Minister. 1 also want the protection of the Chair, May I make
over the letter, Sir ? 5

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : What proteciion can the Chair give
in this matter? He need not read out the letter. But the hon. membey
can state the substance of the letter.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: The letter is written in Bengali, Sir,
It is stated that the writers are helpers of the Muslims. It goes on-—there
are many Abdur Rashids herc who will be glad to embrace death 1
killing me. Further it states that the Maulvies have decided in a Jatwg
that it T be killed, the man who kills will be hailed as a martyr. I

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY : . Sir, to-day severa]
letters were received by me and along with them this letter of Maulavi
Abdur Rahman was also received.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: It isof course regrettable that ap
10n. member should have received a threatening letter like this. Byt | can
assure tl_le hon. member that every member of this House will co-operate
w'th hu_n in giving him protection _again§t this threat being translated
Into  action, | do not know what is the idea of the man, who has not

disclosed hjs : :
is id d such a letter to the hon, member,
not also awara entity, to sen e I am

1s quite immg
sure of the g
protection  againg; this threat being executed. T may advise the hon.
member to my%e

traced out anc

terial to me.

[ progerly dealt with,

how he is displeased with him. But this is a matter which
As I have said, the hon. member can be
upport of every hon. member of this House in the matter of

ovar the letter to the palic o that th> man may he

. muuication of the Goalpa

DEMAND FOR GRANT 787

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have hecard the statement on this matter with pain. [
am sorry to see that my hon. friend has received a letter of a threatening
kind. But, Sir, to a public man the receipt of sucha letter isa ma ter of
daily routine. I may inform my hon. friend that almost weekly, I get letters
threatening my life. I, made three of them over to the Police, but up to
now nore of the authoers of those letters have been traced. I strongly con-
demn the mentality of the man who sent the letter to my hon. friend and I
assure kim that it is not the outcome of any instigation or any threat from
either the Ministers or the Ministerial party, and along with the Chair I am

ready to give, as the head of the Police Department, all the protection that is
possible.

1938.]

Demands for grant—zonid.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in this motion
I want to discuss a few roads of my district of Goalpara. Sir, every member
of this House, including the Hon’hle Minister in charge, knews that the com-
munications in the Goalpara district are of the worst kind. Motorable roads
in that district are very few. It would be evident from the number of motor
cars in the district, which are very few. Some money has been allotted to
the Lower Assam Division, and Government has begun its work, not in the
district of Goalpara, but in the district of Kamrup, from which the Hon’ble
Minister in charge comes. I think, Sir, the money that has been allotted for
the Lower Assam Division will be spent in improving the roads of that dise
trict to the detriment of our district, and prebably at the end we will find
that no money is left for the improvement cf the roads of the Goalpara dis-
trict. 1 would, therefore, request the Hon’ble Minister in charge to begin the
work from the other end —I mean from the district of Goalpara—and end it
in the district of Kamrup.

Again, Sir, one important road, which the Hon’ble Minister admitted in
some of our questions during this session, is the Gauripur-Raha Road. This
road was the old Assam Trunk Road and some portion of it had been t
the Government in the year 1929 I think. But, Sir, to our utter disappoint-
ment, this road which was taken in 1929 was abandoned. Sir, it is admitted
that this road is connecting with the two subdivisions of the district of
Goalpara and also with the Barpeta subdivision. Sir, I should like to men-
tion here that as the road from Goalpara to Gauhatiis a metalled one, if
there be a ferry from Jogighopa to Goalpara, this road will be connected ik
the subdivision of Gauhati. Sir, at present the road from Goalpara to
Gauhati is motorable throughout the year and if the_ Gauripur-Raha road is
taken over by the Public Works Department, I think, we can have motor
communication throughout 'the year from Dhubri up to Shillong,, the capital
of Assam. . 3

Another thing that I should like to point out is the Haripani bridge on
the Jogighopa-Chapagari road. Sir, without this bridge the road is becom-
ing useless.  There is a motor service on that road but the diﬁiculty of
crossing the Haripani river by mar boat has hampered the communication
very much. T hope the Hon’ble Minister in charge will be kind enough to

give us some money for the construction of this bridge so that th i
of our communication may be avoided., = S dlfﬁcult)’

Sir, I do not like to ta
would request that the Ho

aken by

ke much time of the House. With ¢}
n’ble Minister in charge will 1 ese words I

00k to the com-
el ra district which is the worst, as ¢ :
other districts in the province, v ' » 45 compared with
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Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I{‘ ]‘l;n'c got three
‘cut motions under this grant, but I did not move any one of them and pre-
ferred to wait and speak on this motion which has been moved by my  hon.
friend Mr. Kameswar Das and which has a wider scope. . .

Sir, T would draw the attention of the House to the state r];f roads in my
subdivision. The headquarters stali:ng'nf my subdivisi »'n'1s Pmcrd in s'ucl} a
plight that one cannot go from the subdivisional lu::uir_.;‘nlu_tc‘l:» L-;lti‘x.c (?ISU:ICt
headquarters without passing through thc l-lf_‘i‘.f_];‘l-‘lx'll‘l'l'l>)';’)l ,(ra—n.(;t u_}rl lstnctci
It takes two days to go from Norf.h‘ L:Ll-;'hunpur t_n Di )l'll._:lz 1.} _1(: _roa
which connects North Lakhimpur with I)l?)l‘t}%“-rh fml the noi 5:) r»ank 1s In
such a deplorable condition that it is not fit for WE"}C‘{,M wraffic even now—
beyond Bardoloni. On the 23rd mile to the east of :\(inh]- f.:zl‘\lumpur and
about 30 miles away from the town of L)be“ug;u:h‘ the Public \-\()','ks Depart-
iment road stops at Chaldhoaghat of the Su.’):.um.m and the portion of the road
from this river richt up to Sonarighat oppositc io Ul'l)l'l.‘l'{-!.l l_l is in such a bad
condition that not to speak of motor vehicles even !)ulloc:;‘c;u ts cahnot pass by
that road. The so-called North Trunk Road which ought to have led up to
Dibrugarh which is a commcrcgal_ centre _:md rzulwfly h._-;;(.(lu;:l'?crs stops, all
on a sudden, at Chaldhoa and it is pracu.cali'; a blind road leading nowhere.
Sir, this so-called North Trunk Road which is partly managed h)_\- the Local :
Boards of Dibrugarh and North Lnklump_ur zj.nd'p;n-lly b‘y the Public \}?_orks
Department passes through a country which is }lfl}j'hl?‘ Uflﬂ_lff‘_v'ch)pc-.cl and if the
development of the North Bank area between North Lakhimpur and Dibru-
garh is to be effected, this portion of the road shquid b_u ‘t)])t:nccl and mad_c
motorable a3 early as possible. I drew ',‘flr: attention o‘i (nnf(:rnnn-nt to this
fact when the recommendations of the (;umm.ummt[gll 1Br.)._t-rd were u_‘ndcr
discussion in this House. Now I would 1'cc|uc.~'ft the IIII?I‘II s (:it the (_.011:1_
munication Board as well as (:‘nvc‘rmn.(:ntlg) lit;"i up this matter at least in

neeting of the Communication oard. _
X q?‘iﬁ:rgg‘érl'niﬁl;é:t';ltCJPublic Wo!'ks l)a_-parr..:'nr_-n{”r—ozltl'.l in 't]:c_ ;;lel)di.visigll
namely that between North L':lkinm;)m_‘ and J _" “‘L:[l £S5 ""“"1' “’(‘; (132 }‘Y unsatis-
factory condition. There are five terries over 1_111:5 road. Oue is on the
Brahmaputra, one is on the Subansiri (_Whl(ih ol ‘_"}JE“‘-?'L ll’mst; remain as a
ferry for ever), one is on the Tuni, onc 1s on the I&VMIJ’M_I. and one is on the
Khaboli river. On the latter three rivers there arc nm_rs‘tu.r_mss, the traffic,
But these three ferries do not bring any reveauc Lo tl!c (,nw:rnn}cnt, I:hey
are maintained free. Still Government do not think A ‘,'f"(mhwhllc oy b‘;ldge
these small rivers. If they are bridged, cornmun'lcaluonhEJet".vcc-,n hort!? i
Lakhimpur and Jorhat will be very much improved AI1C the U-mc that is
taken from Kamalabari to North Lakhimpur w;ll_ be very much shortened.
; T'also draw the attention of the Hon’ble Chief Minister to the south-
castern portion of North Lakhimpur subdivision. 'l bcrc ar;: no roads worth
ihe name and people of that aiea have hardly scen even A’ bullock cart not’
10 speak of motor cars. No trace can be found of these roads dusing the
rainy season and in the winter théy can hardly be called roads. They are
1o better than foot tracks. If Government do not give sub_sta.nnal help to
the Local Board of North Lakhimpur, these roads will remain in that condi« -
tion forever and the country will remain undeveloped. _ ‘
also draw the attention of Government to the necessity of improving
the Jagiand Dhing roads in the Nowgong district. When I'went to Now--
£0ng 1IN connection with the Line Commitiee, I saw the condition of the "
Dhing road. Itis g, very bad road and there are so many breaches and the \

road is so uneven that one can hardly take a motor vehicle with any sense ¢f

safety and security. These “two roads-—Jagi and Dhing—weret ormer
Public Works Department roads, but now they have been  madce over o the”

>
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Local Board. For the improvement of these roads I do not .sece why theyr

should not be taken over by the Public Works Department again.

Lastly I draw the attention of Government to the Drranga-Tamulpur

road in the district of Kamrup which also badly requires improvement.

With these words I beg to resume my seat.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. GHAUDHURI: Sir, I want to
bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Chief Minister a trifling matter of little
importance so far as the House is concerned ; but the underiying principle:
of bringing in a discussion over a matter like this has got a wider aim. I
want to mention the conduct of some of our district officers as regards the
protection of the rights of the people. I shall confine myself now to a matter.
relating to motion No.22 raising a discussion for curving a motorable
bridge into a non-motorable one leading to the District Bar Association -
building at Sylhet.  Sir this is a matter in which I should say, if the District

LEngineer would have been graciously pleased to move from his headquarters .

and just have a peep into the Bar Livrary, he would nave realised the

demand that was made about the eonstruction of the formor wooden bridge .
and replacing it by a pucca one of 10 feet.: It was in existence for the last 20 .

years and at least so far as the last 13 years are concerned, I have personally

seen motors passing over that bridge. Not only cars, but recently after the

construction of the stupendous building, the Record Room of the District
Registrar, big lorries have also passed over that bridge. One fine e g
the .order came that this i0 feet should be cut down and curtailed to 5 fccg
Then there was a series of correspondence between .the Secretary, Bar
Association and the District Engineer, Sylhet. Then it was said that if this
be allowed to remain 10 feet then the instrument checking pulars might be
damaged. But as I have just said during the construction o -this stupendous
building of the record room of the District Registrar, Sylhet many lorries have
passed over this bridge and there was no damage a}nd I _shou]d say for ‘the
last 13 years we have seen people using car over th:s‘ bridge. My duty is to
expose the mentality of these people. " If they can show such  affront to the
members of a learned profession the treatment they mete out to other resple
may be imagined It is a painful matter that the District Bar Association
had to bring the matter ‘to the notice of the Cief Englr}cer. But the same
reply came. Should an educated and re-ponsible body like .the Bar Associa~
tion of Sylhet be coming up with begging bowls in its hand_and beg for g
privilege like this 7 The zid of the d_cpart-rpenr must be -maintained even ag
the costs of convenience and comfort of the people. The District Bap
Association received scant courtesy at their hands.  That is the mentalivy,
The public officers should shake off their pride and arrogance if they desire
to serve the country. (Foices—who was the DiStI‘lC:ﬁ Engineer). "1 such
be the behaviour of District Engineer, I do pot‘kpow WAEre we can get guy
grievances remedied. [ wish that the Chiet Minister who is In charge of the
Public Works Department would be good enough to see to this and see that
the grievance is remedied at once and that there be no repetition of this
sort of treatment. With these words I take my seat. - 5
Babu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: Sir,as I do not expect
to get time. to move the motion tabled by me, I wish to speak a feyw words in
support of this motion ,

It was brought to the notice of Government several times that the boat

communication of Baniyachong, Nabiganj and Ajmiriganj with the i
si_onal headq-uarters_ at Habiganj was cut off as the mouth of the SI};IES::;
river where it falls into the Barak has been blocked up.  Sir, for the Jast 5 or
6 years the people of North Habiganj are labouring under this disadvan-

tage 5 but unfortunately for themselves they cannot draw the attention of the
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p‘ppular Government fo their said grievance. In this advanced stage of
civilization, if the pcople of this vast area do ot get the facility for reaching
their subdivisional headquarters by boat not irx dry season only but in the
first and Iast part of the rainy scason also, bow can they feel that they
live under a civilized Government.

Fhe Khowati river is the only river through which the people of the
Jocality are to get their necessary articles. Fimber, bamboos, san and other
articles also pass through it and if almost the whole year the water com-
munication 1s stopped, then how are the people to get  these articles. Sir,
moreover it seems to us that if the Government mind to semnove this incon-
venience, it will not cost very rrrach.

Sir, I think with these few words 1 have been able to convince this
House about the utter negligence of the Government in this matter.

Srijut PARAMANANDA DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 would ke to
speak a few words regarding urgent necessity of a bridge at Haripani, lead-

ing from Jogighopa to Chapaguri. This road s a most fmportant onc as the
Goalpara mail passes through this road. We are agitating about this bridge:
within this House and outside this #l)use, but the Government arc paying no
attention fo thiz. ¥ don’t know the reason for this. Agam In my econsti-
tuency, namely Lakhipar thana, half the area is inhabited by tsible people,
Rabhas and Bodos. There is not a single road in this locality and the Goal-

ara Local Board is showing ne inclination to epen any soad in this area. 1}

should therefore, Fke to bring o the motice of the Government about
providing eommunication: there.

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: 778 ctE1#, Aeies  afen)
7 Hfha @73 {247 7aL ¢atg =18 Sa_ @3 g =fR1r vl Anw fax
F7alcs ¢aiEa (1 cifea® 39193 @3S Ba, IE) X IHRA HRIQ
Siesis 150 CA1g 663 @2 3 wifsF FAIAA >7fza 3 14936 (a7 8"_s
it Bal_3gdl AzF 1 3% <X {993 gedeagd B2 WFET T for W®
Fif3tals, (@A AT g5 IFH oiFaals Sosick C3C2 1 @ 1EE RE Auly
o8 GrdEEa e Mgt % @ w31 (RE BT <51 fauts 2ice . g
3 ssfea® A=fs P. W. D. femiBa63 dRA A7 @AE 1S Ealan
cxiotw @2 531 AlE AT eratdl (a1 ® Bar-mark T AT (H—at3 cag
zdl1 AR @8 FRaws (afsaag @3 24T B ARAY Wi
52 sifitats avta wica wa csdzarns 7@ @ a(zeq %4 (MI39 I |

Awteife wtwAa, f(est grant «fen wifF 43 tzrg @€ grant 3 A3 Shillong-
Cauhati Road © 531 435 I31%7 (X °

'I:he Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MU}IAN;MAD SAADULLA ;
The time for this cut motion will be over at 5-25 I think. |

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER: Yes. The hon. member will please
ary to finish his speech soon because we want to finish this grant at 5-25.

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: #% @if+d (xlt@’l, @% (3 grant Wiy
%31 TR @92 grant 3 %3 Shillong-Gauhati Road © D1 346 B4 2 LA D

-

Ll
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Are we not entitled to know this information, Sir 7

Srijut SANKAR CHANDRA BARUA : 7e(4fe 72149 : —CA17 A1IS

e AL (F4ACH] Wifge, T B St wifga ardAa 9 Rars [
C2FILAZ 18T+ I 2elg Sf3 A fog @ fRie [w@, I§INA W3,
5184, [tg, W{qIL, @I, KT A7 QIFIANIZ I3 QS AR AT IRFA A3

wfe 51T ¢z wiface, ©IF @*’® a3l b3 wRfyly AR c -3 7
AT931S CHECAITT WAZ ST CA(BAIE Cals, S SANA THA (MAMRMGI
(5@ 213 =fasie® 955l (wta wigee (R @I IW =T tealery,
« Tyite, @ FHU 213 g «@IGIEE D 3@ RFIIT f4QAa 18913

fesars otFa Wiwd (zr73 9 7 44 20 W{R (1R &16S Aty [F1 WInig
=09 | CIIRZTTA HAte I AT (A3 LBS Az AN ¥fqa wiz ) few <3
BB QeI ST 37 Lerg ) @2 VI RAA &' <13 P
s qraaas 219 12fen fag {3 cvial afasit 491 QNPT WRT Fanty

477 7159 3fa FA | @ [T AT WA A1 6fI AT ATCAUF AT 1Yoy

an 113 & R|F AF o x1za a1 foff T3 537 91 @It @iy fifer wyeg
@3 733 SR B[ FHea f3eAT 6 faffrrs TE (I3 WAAS fs3q

qats taes | A[2@ @A gAial 9% QAR HARAS FF 35 203 3 aifaeg

(1 B3] AT SRR wagts Afe ipAlT, A WR w3t Wfifes ey

fag AT WS & (9] Gifgn 33°7 «1$ wfaal wtfa g% P. W. D, %

frad T13:9 @ (Al sfarg fog wifg TRF ©I (FUAL R gy 17 )

e difas), wafF, wfRw st B P Wo Do wge iy

sedxBa PR w[FI9 I CRIEIU LIS T 19T ST E T Y

foqug eqza wizR LRl | Afpal =BT alé¥a  BIRS  wa i

@q HIE—IE MG AT e’ @R FUA AV AR /G qray
ot 4 S5 A SfAFT FAS 8% 97 ARED AS AR 73

Pecg—a3 A 3931 W6 faca yfa fAata SRR &SV w3 coparary

wefifs meiBa fogas P. W. D. {8 (FT8A ¥ Siig ee g e

(¥R FAwts R s ARG CFEA CFIA VS M CIET—e Wy 33
g g 29 | gy Wefafseem e 19 I representation fryy qrgq
P. W.D. @ (1Al catel @tz & fd Rew 5% fiqa ﬂeqm-ﬁ
st ate3q sfaca |

y ;

N The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Chief Minister iyt reply

W
Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Si
" K: Sir, I have got only one or two wo‘rdg
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No. The Hon’ble Chief Minister will
reply now.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are dealing with cut motion No.19 which has been
tabled by my hon. friend Srijut Kameswar Das to criticise Government for
their civil works policy. The hon. member has raised three diffecrent issues.
All the other speeches have been directed to press home to Government the
needs of particular localities. I will reply to that batch of critics that funds
permitting we will do our level best to meet each of the local needs.
Sir, we are concerned here with policy. The first charge fhnt has
been levelled by my friend Srijut Kameswar Das is as regards the improve-
ment of roads. The seccond issue that he raised was that Government is not
increasing their grants to Local Boards for communication. As you know,
perfectly well Sir, this issue comes under different heading entirely and
cannot be discussed here ; thirdly, he has raised the very important question
regarding the grant of contracts to local pcoplq. I will, therefore, take up
only those two issues which are relevant to this part cular demand. The
hon. members are perhaps aware that the present Government or the past
Government of Assam had very little money to spend on communication
from their own revenues. They were depandent upon the Central Govern-
ment-for all the money that they could spend on roads and bridges. On an
average, 2 or 21 lakhs were received during the last five years from the
Central Government as Assam’s share from the extra excise duty on petrol.
Government also received a big share from the reserve fund, that lics \.vith
the Government of India, I happened to be a Member-in-charge of the
Public Works Department at the tim~ when rules were framed as to the pur-
pose o' utilisation and method of distribution of this money. There was a
conference at Delhi and it was my good fortune to preside over the delibera-
tions of the Sub-Committee that_ framed these rules. Therefore, I am more
than competent to discuss this subject here. It was laid down in the rules
that this money should be preferably-spent on inter-provincial roads, next to
roads connecting two divisions in the same province, anl thirdly on roads
leading from one districi to another. Therefore, from the very inception, the
sums that were available from this fund ‘had to be used for major arterial
road and so local needs were not looked into. I should inform the House
that we had gone a little out of the rules that were Jaid down and later
on the feeder roads connecting the two different kinds of transport, the Rail-
way Station or the Steamer service ghat were included in the category of
roads to be improved from this petrol fund and a large number o[" .lccdcr
roads was taken and improved. Therefore, Sir, we are not in a position to
help my friends in the matter of meeting the local needs of the people.
Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: Ona point of information, Sir. Does
the Hon’ble Chief Minister classify the road between North Lakhimpur to
ibrugarh as a local road or provincial road ?
The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMVAD SAADULLA:
am coming to that Sir. My hon. friend ought not to have taken half a
minlite of my short time. The North Trunk Road means inter- provincial
road ; if pnet inter-provincial, atleast it means inter-district road. Therefore,
the road mentioned by my hon. friend has been included in our Road Board
Programme, Iy i item No. 24 and its length is 34 miles, and will cost 9 lakhs
tolmprove it. We have sent this scheme to Central Government for their
approval.  (Questions from some members of the Congress Party). Sir,
many times I have requested my friends not to put any interjection during
the course of my speech because in-that case I losc my line of thought. I
am not as subtle speaker as my friends oppositc. SRS
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Sir, I will just touch very briefly upon the policy of Government
about granting contracts to local people. I have read the recent circular
on it two days ago and need not reiterate the instructions given there,
Therefore, the choice of my hon. friend to level his charge against Govern-
ment by citing the contracts of the North Lakhimpur bridges is not S
very happy one for him. In reply to the question put by Srijut Mahadev
Sarma I pointed out that although the local Assamese contractors had no
experience of building bridges, the Public Works Department gave them as
many as 8 bridges to erect just to encourage them and to acquire experience.
Three local contractors were given contracts out of eleven who submitted
their tenders but none of them had any previous experience. Those reject-
ed had no financial backing behind them. Those that were given contract
in March 1937 were to complete their works by May 1937 and the result is
that they have not yet been able to complete the bridge although we are now
in March 1938. This shows that we are trying our level best to give con-
tracts to the local people consistent with the public duty and service to the
general tax-payers. The other contractor'to whom 22 bridges were given
has finished construction of all the 22 bridges by June 1937. can assure
my hon. friend that I have kept a very strict watch over the distribution of
contracts between the indigenous and non-natives of the province—J e
my hon. friend will not object to my using the term “native’ thrcvfzr
possible, I preferred the Iocal.peoplc over the outsiders. T hope I have
been able to satisfy my hon. friend as rcgards this charge levelled against’
the Government. ; : . ;

As regards the question raised by my hon. friend Maulavi Ashrafudd;
Md. Chaudhury regarding the bridge leading to the District Bay Associa[.l
tion building at Sylhet, I can inform him that not only the Executive Ep 5.
nmeer but also the Supermtcndmg Engi_neer and thg Chief Engineer hagvc'
visited the locality last month and gone into. the question. ‘The difﬁculty ¥
that the plot of land before t_hc Bar Association building is tog small to ailoy
motors to park and very delicate instruments haygjbccn erected on the spot
1 propose in my next visit to Sy]hEt to sce 1_F the Inconvenience mentionc(i
could be removed. I understand that :hg: dlst:mcg bctwecq the culvert and
the Bar building is only 30 yards and this small inconvenience cannot 1}
so serious as to censure Government. . ; c

" Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: 1 cou!d' not fOI-I.O“" the Hon’ble Chief
Minister as regards the Government policy to give grants to the LOch

ards. . ‘
B-O'lr%he Hon’ble Maulevi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULY, Re
My point is that it 1is ~not the Pub.ll_c _Works l?cpartmem but the Locai
Seif-Government Department who dictate the policy as regards what grans
should be given to the Local B_oards. 'The I_’ubhc Works Department il
only 4 spending department, 1n erecting buildings, rovad_s ete., required by
other ‘departments. _ _ )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The motion before the House is—that
the total provision of Rs. 29,41,800 under Grant No. 24, Major head— s
—Civil Works at page 175 of the ‘Budget be reduced by Rs. 160, «

B Thc l‘ncrti()n “ra;s IOSt. : )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The original motion before the | ;

will “be mnow put. The -question is that a ‘sum not Ouse

Rs.29,41,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come in CXceeding.

the course
for ‘th

of payment during ‘the year ending on the 31st March 1939, - orm
Works”—(excluding Establishme admi-

nistration of the head “50.—Civi]
"Fools and Plant charges). -
The motion was agreed to,

ent and-

=
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GRANT NO. 31

(Loans and Advances bearing and not bearing interest)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.5,78,500 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1939, for the administration of the head “Loans and
Advances.” : :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The motion moved is that a sum not
exceeding Rs. 5,78,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on the glst March 1939, for
the administration of the head “Loans and Advances. N

There are 7 cut motions. The first one stands in the name of Srijut
Kam;:-}}:; DI?KMESWAR DAS: I don't proposc to move either of the

i stand in my name. ) _

e rg:i;}‘c;: SSQEZL{KJSESWAR gARUA: I also do not like to move mine,
Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: I propose (0 }vuhdraw my motion.
Srijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: I am not pressing my motion.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: I will not move my
motion, Sir. . i g I

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: I beg, Sir, to move that the total pro-
vision of Rs.5,78,500 under Grant No.31, Major head—Loans and Advan-
ces, ctc., at page 199 of the Budget be rc_:c%u_ccd by Rs. 101. ’ B
" Sir, I have tabled this motion to criticise Government for not writing
off the outstanding agricultural loans. Sir, these loans arc lorég outstandlpgl.
The frantic efforts made by Government have been proved unsuccessiul.
What does this point to ? Ifit points to anything, more tg_an any othﬁr
thing, it is this — the utter incapacity of the people to pay.f ) u;i from t e
reply given by Government to a question put by my hon. Tl]CH_ —Maulavi
Muzarrof Ali Laskar—in the last budget session of thq Assernbly it is cv1d5-nt
that the cost of realisation of these agricultural loans_is out of all proporthxlq
in comparison with the amount realised. Then, Sir, Whj_f are they still
dragging on with these loans ? You may harass the people in_ any way égu
like but wherefrom they will pay when they }}avp got nothing to pfxy. hxr,
then comes the question of joint hability. Sir, it 1s so very harassing that
those persons who are not at all concerned with the outstanding loans are
also forced to pay. Is it a business proposition at all ? Sir, it would be not
only business like but humanitarian as well on the part of G-overmflcnt to
give up the pursuit. I do not wish to speak more on this nzlotlmn but I waint
to mention that this motion is purely meant for the poor an appca_l to the
hon. members of the House to relieve the poor people by supporting my
motion, unhesitatingly. With these few words, I beg to commend my motion
b tl'?hicflaﬁ’nbcli Oil;}éc IS—II(’)EfKER :+ The motiop moved is that the total
provision of Rs.5,78,500 under Grant No. 31, Major head—Loans and Ad-
vances etc., at pe;gc ’199 of the Budget be redueed by Rs.101.. :

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: Sir, in supporting the
motion I wish to say that those who have capacity to pay loans have
ah'c,adY paid their dues and those who are not capable to pay arc not
paying. . :

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: What
district the hon. member is referring to ?
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Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: The motion is for the
whole province, but I am speaking about the district of Sylhet.

Sir, some of the people have left their places ; they have deserted their
houses ; they have gone to Tipperah and Nowgong ; and some have died
without any heir or successor, and even if they have left any heir or success-
or they are not in a position to pay. And, again, there are some people who
are actually beggars. Sir, when this money was distributed, 7..., when the
loans were granted one point was not explained to them, that they were
taking the money on joint responsibility. The poor illiterate people thought
that it would benefit them, but now they find that they arein a very miser-
able position and cannot pay. Sir, these officers are harassing them ; those
who are able to pay, they have paid once, twice, three times, and four
times, but still they are not safe ; they cannot buy cattle for their ploughs
because as soon as they buy them they are attached. So Isay that
this demand is now becoming detrimental to the progress of cultivation.
Sir, the floods of 1929 have carried away the financial capacity of the people,
and now they are worse ofl than before. If the Government will make
an enquiry to find out their financial capacity they will find that they have
none ; that now they are not in a position to pay. And hence this motion.

I would again draw the attention of the Government to one point, and
that is this, that these officers harass the people in such a way that i’t has
become a great hardship, and this point was discussed in this Hous
hon. friend Maulavi Munawwar Ali as to what happened in Sunamg
again in Maulvi Bazar and South Sylhet, and I do not think that even
Cachar is excluded from it. " Sir, what is going on in Nowgong ? The people
of that district are also poor —many 9f them are from my district, and their
position is the same. So this motion is really for 1hch go_od of the poor people
the cultivators, whom we represent here :I‘hc majority of the people are’:
represented here so their case must be considered and thcy_must be given an
opportunity for cultivating their fields. But the trouble is that whenever
they purchase bullocks for the plough they are taken away. Sir, at the
time of the last harvest I had a talk with the Subdivisional Officer Mr.
Abdul Hye Chaudhury—and the considerate Subdivisional Officer told me
that the outturn of this year 13 worse than in the year before— it is not
even 8 annas in the rupee in some parts. So_the gondxtlon of the people is
very bad. So I think, it will not be out of place if I say that this monev
should be remitted. And again, Sir, I do not understand why some people
have been granted remission and some not, and why in some subdivisiong
remission has been granted fully while in others it has not been granted at

same proportion. . .
e The %‘IOI:l’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sl_r MUBAMMAD SAADULLA :

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have got a technical objection to t_he wording of
this motion. This motion is not in proper form. If you will please tupn
to page 200 of the Budget Estimates you will find the details of which this
item of Rs.5,78,500 is made up—

e by my
anj, and

Rs.
A—Advances cee oo 1,21,000
B —Loans to Municipalities, etc. ... 1,50,000
Advances to Cultivators g 25,000
Miscellaneous loans and advances ... 17,500
House building advances 2,00’000
Advances for purchase of motor cars 60,000
Advances for purchase of other conveyances .., 5,,000

—————

5,78,500
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So, in order to raise this particular point, my hon. friend should h‘ave
confined his cut to that particular item of Rs.25,000—advances to cultiva-
tors. Now the pointis that if you table a cut motion on the whole
amount of the grant whether it will come out from the rest of the other
items included in Rs.5,78,500. The amount for advances to cultivators
is Rs,25,000 only and it was clearly explained at page 75 of the _memoran-
dum on the Budget Estimates. I, therefore, submit that this motion is not
In proper form. )

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : He has not tabled a motion to omit any
particular item, and I think he is entitled to table a censure motion on
the entire amount of the grant. They can choose it in any way they like.
They can move for a cut on the entire grant.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
have to bow to your ruling, Sir, but as the amount for agricultural loans
is only Rs.25,000 that ought to have been mentioned in the cut motion.
The proper form o! the censure motion would have been to reduce the
amount of Rs.25,000 by Rs.101.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think, the House can table a cut
motion on the entire grant as a censure motion.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Any way, I bow to your ruling, Sir.

Babu BALARAM SIRCAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to say a few
words about this motion. The financial condition of the poor culuvators
of the Sylhet district is by no means better than that of the Cachar district
where the benign Government is kind enough to write off the whole
arrears of the agricultural loans, while in the case of the people of Sylhet
district 80 per cent. concession is granted. Sir, from the time of receipt
of the loan from the Government the financial condition of the culti-
vators is getting worse day by day owing to the bad harvest of the country.
Though it is apparently seen that more than three-fourths of the outstanding
§0ans have been written off, and only a small amount will be realised, yet it
1s a heavy burden to the debtors to pay this small sum. Because the loan
was not given anywhere separately but in every place it was given jointly,
1 2 joint liability, to a considerable number of people, poor and rich. By
rich T mean those who are earning their livelihood somehow or other,
not by begging from door to door—and the sum which has been realised
up to date has heen realised only from those rich people In many cases
twice or thrice, but not from the poor who are still passing their days
Sometimes with one meal and sometimes fasting. So, if the whole sum
or the arrears in the Sylhet district is not written off' the remainder will be
realised only from those who have already paid first, and it will be a heavy

urden to them at the loss of their bullocks and buffaloes. .

So I hope that the Hon’ble Finance Minister will kindly give us an
assurance of the remission of the whole arrears and save the poor debtors of
the Sylhet district. , 2 v

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : As .thc Hon.blc Chief Minister has
raised a point about the form of the motion, I think we can obviate the
objection if the hon. member who has moved the motion would agree to
amend the motion by altering the figure Rs.5,78,500 into Rs.25,000 and
Rs.101 t0 Rs 100. The amended motion will stand thus :—

That the provision of Rs. 25,000 under Grant No. 31, Major head—
LOan.s and Advances, etc., Minor head—B.—Loans and Advances by the
Provincia] Governments—Sub-head—Advances to Cultivators at page 200
of the Budget be reduced by Rs. 100, z.e., the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. 5,78,500 do stand reduced by Rs. 100,

-
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Maulavi MABARAK ALI: I agree, Sir.
Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Ialso beg to say in connection with
this cut motion that the people in our district particularly in Majuli also

are harassed in realisation of the agricultural loan. The same is the case
in Golaghat and Nowgong.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. mem
seat and speak. He should make a speech.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Yes, Sir, I have finished my speech
and I wanted to bring it to the notice of Government that the people in
our valley, particularly in Majuli, Nowgong and Golaghat are also
harassed.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: My
Speaker, Sir, it is indeed very - refreshing to find my hon. friend Khan
Bahadur Maulavi Mahmud Ali bewailing the lot of the Poor people on the
floor of this House. Sir, instead of receiving commendation for what this
Government has done in the matter of remission of agricultural loans, it is
our misfortune to find our friends attempting to censure us for the gcn’erosit
which we have shown ; and the most unkindest part of jt s that thy
motion should come from an hon. member who hails from the distr . Cf
Sylhet. Itis well known to this House that as soon as we anc o
office in April last we issued orders at the request of some hon, friendsm}med
Cachar and Nowgong that realisation of agricultural loans shofﬂ drolr)n
stopped pending a very carcful enquiry. As a matter of faot Sir, thc
realisation of the agricultural loans was stayed till recently, A_ft::r a,v &
careful enquiry made by the local officers the Government, on re e ferY
commendation from them, has issued orders wiping out entirely t}I:e of re-
standing loans from the district of Cachar and eighty per cent, of e out-
standings in the district of Sylhet. I submi_t, Sir, that this 80 Ber cent olx_iﬁ
benefit those persons about whom a pathetic description was given to ‘tN}f]l
House by Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mahn}ud Ah_and the balance as hag bt:»e:ls
reported by the local officers, will be easily realised from persong who own
them. Sir, we have throughout followed, as we cla1'm, a very sympathet'e
policy and even now we are watching the whole situation very Cal‘efulllc
The House may rest assured that no undue pressure wij] e v
realising agricultural loan from the agriculturists. PULLan

So far as other districts are concerned, the whole outstanding |
in Kamrup, Darrang and Lakhimpur have been written off ; in Gogl oan
Nowgong and Sibsagar only 50 per cent. of the outstanding loansphara,
been remitted. Because these loans were 1ssued only recently and ?}‘ie
people have, as far as we understand, want to repay the lagp gra dualle
As a matter of fact we had a report from Sibsagar that gopS persoy-
came to repay part of the debt dur%ng the time the Collegtion was undgi
suspension. Sir, we should certainly be very sy.mpatheuc t0 the oo
agriculturists in their distress. But at the same time we mygst be e
careful to see that we do not counteract the feeling of sanctity which :
attached to the obligaton of debts, Debts must be repaid if the pe 15
arc in a position to pay back and no one should encourage them, tDP Isons
that they can safely avoid payment of their debt. That will 1, 1‘Eh}nk
down a very bad example. Finally, Sir, I give this assurap, ¢ laying
Housg that Qovernment will not go out of their way to realis = hto this
standmg. agricultural loans. They will carefully watch the Wil 0? the out-
and realise only that portion of the debt which debtors are j ¢ situation
to pay. N a position

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA : May I ask the

. . Ry Hon’b Mini
by whom the enquiries were made in the district of Nowgong ? le Minister

bc: should rise in his
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The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: By the
Deputy Commissioner.

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Through the Mandals and
Supervisor Kanungos most probably ? Their existence and promotion
depend upon the amount of collections ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The
enquiry was supervised by the district officers. They have takg::n as many
as nine months to complete the enquiry and I can very eas_JIy presume
that a very careful enquiry was made. We have remitted 50 per cent.
and the Government is watching the situation. If it is really found
necessary to remit any further of this loan, Government, will certainly not
hesitate to do so.

Sir, as regards the rule of the joint liability which Government is boun_d
to follow, I wish my hon. friend Srijut Sarveswar Barua had moved his
motion. Then we would have had an opportunity of discussing the
matter. Personally, I am not quite satisfied with the existing rule an.d
would have welcomed any suggestion that can be usefully made in this
respect. The whole trouble is that we are guided by the Agricultural Loans
Act of 1874 and certain statutory rules have been framed under 1t8
provision. I would refer to rule 21 which lays down the procedure 1n
case of issue of agricultural loans in certain circumstances. If hon.
members will refer to page 10 of the Assam Loans Manual they will ﬁpd
these special rules for the distribution of loans during a time of scarfllt‘f
and when extensive distress is apprchendcd. Rul_c 18 says: “Wnc.n
extensive distress due to drought, floods or other calamity is imminent or 18
pressing, loans for the prevention or relief of distress, or for cnabhr_lg the
people to cultivate their lands shall be sanctioned and disbursed in the
villages with the least possible delay”’. Rule 21 says: “The loansin the
special rules contained in this part shall be granted only on the joint bond
system to groups of co-villagers and the amounts granted to each group
shall not ordinarily exceed Rs.500.” . A

Sir, the idea probably was that it will be very difficult for the cultiva«
torsin a time of distress to find suitable security or to execute decqs. or
mortgage in order to get the loans. So to simplify matters and facilitate
the grant of loans ‘“‘with the least possible delay” this procedure was
adopted of the joint bond system. By this it was supposed that repayment
will be ensured. It is necessary to get back the loans so that we can
help more people in greater distress in the future. If we exhaust our
resources by writing off even recoverable loans we shall only _be giving
gratuitous relief, No Government however rich Z}nd prosperous it may be
can afford to lose with equanimity the moncy \.NhIC‘h it gives out as loan.

As regards this particular question of joint liability, Government will
welcome any suggestion made by any member of this House, so that the
rules can be revised with advantage to the agncultunst debtors and with
due regard to security for the payment of debt in cases where they are able
to pay_

The Hon’hle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir. this cut motion has been moved, as has been stated by my
hon. friend, ’on, behalf of the peoor agriculturists. That the Government
€ame with a large amount of money to the rescue of the poor agriculturists
affected by the disastrous floods of 1929 in the districts of Cachar and Sylhet
18 well known to the House. A very big sum of nearly 35 lakhs was issued
at the time. Since then Government had given constant remissions, and
i giving remissions for the last ten years, the outstandings, both principal
and interest, stood, till final orders were passed by this Government, at
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Rs. 4,32,936. Of this, 80 per cent. or four-fifths have been remitted by
Government in view of the prevailing distress, and it is proposed to realise
only a sum of Rs. 86,000. These figures tell their own tale and I need not
make any special plea to show that Government has been very very
magnanimous in this matter. _

My hon. friend, Mr. Balaram Sircar, gave another aspect to this
question. He said that this outstanding is not going to be realised from
the poor agriculturists, as my friend the mover of the cut motion believes.
He says that it will come from the rich people, people who have already
paid on account of the joint liability. The rules have just been mentioned
by my Hon’ble Colleague, the Revenue Minister. As my hon. friend has
already said, we are thinking of modifying that rule and we will welcome
any suggestion from any quarter of this House. I hope hon. members will
oblige us in that respect.

The next point that I want to bring before the House is this, that we
are here as the répresentatives of the people and the Government, however
it may be constituted at the time, is the trustee of the people’s fund or the
general tax-payers. It is up to the Government to see that money which
is realised from the general taxpayer is not wantonly wasted. At the same
time, it is up to the Government to see that no hardship ensues at the time
of collection and every help is rendered at the time of distress. This policy
is abundantly shown to have been followed by the present Government
Therefore, Sir, the present Government for what they have done do noé
deserve any condemnation or censure.

My hon. friend from Nowgong mentioned about the case of Nowgong
where a remission of 50 per cent. has been ordered. But the loan to
Nowgong was given as late as 1934. Those people who have not yet been
able to recoup themselves from the effects of the disastrous flood of 1934
will get their chance. And, as my hon. friend the Revenue Minister
whose department is in charge of the collection of these loans, has given =
assurance that he will keep a very strict watch and see that no hardship
cnsues to the poor cultivators at the time of realisation; I think my hon.
friends ought to be satisfied with that assurance. 0

Lastly, Sir, we have made a very small provision of Rs. 25,000 for this
purpose in our Budget. This poor provision has been made for two reasons
The first is the paucity of funds and the second is the policy of the presen;,
Government that wherever it is necessary, we will give more gratuitous
relief than issue agricultural loan the realisation of which causes endless
troubles which ultimately has to be wiped off thus causing loss of general
taxpayers’ money. It is on account of this fact that this small sum has been
put in the Budget. Itis up to the hon. members to see whether it will be
to the interests of the poor agriculturists that this small sum should be
further reduced by another one hundred rupees. I need not say anything
more.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The amended motion is that the
provision of Rs. 25,000 under Grant No. 31, Major head—Loany anq
.ngant:i:s, etc., SMinor head—B.—Loans and Advances by the Proyincial

overnments—Sub-head—Ad o cultivators at page 200 .
be reduced by Rs. 100. sk e i o the Budget

Does the hon. mémber want to press his motion ?

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Yes, Sir.

The .H_on’blc the SPEAKER ; The question before the Hoiisk 5%
the provision of Rs. 25,000 under Grant No. 31, Major head-<I,o0ans
and Advances, etc., Minor head—B.-—,0ans and Advances by the Pr-t;:rincial
Governments—Sub-head—Advances to cultivators at pa ge 200 of the Budget
be reduced by Rs. 100, that is to say, that the amount of the whole grant of
Rs. §,78,500 do stand veduced by Rs. 100,
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" The motion was then pressed and a division taken with the following
result,

. Srijut Bhuban Chandra Gogoi.
. Babu Bipin Behari Das.
. Srijut Bepin Chandra Medhi.

. Babu Dakshina Ranjan Gupta

Chaudhuri.

- Srijut Debeswar Sarmah.

Srijut Ghanashyam Das.
Srijut Gaurikanta Talukdar.
Srijut Gopinath Bardoloi.
Srijut Haladhar Bhuyan.

Babu Harendra Narayan Chau-
dhuri.

Babu Hirendra Chandra Cha-
kravarty.

Srijut Jadav Prosad Chaliba.
Srijut Jogendra Chandra Nath.
Srijut Jogeschandra Gohain.
Srijut Kameswar Das.

Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.
Babu Karuna Sindhu Roy.
Srijut Krishna, Nath Sarma.
Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya.

Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah.

Ayes—49
. Kumar Ajit Narayan Dev. 25.
+ Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda. 26.
27.

. Mr. Baidyanath Mookerjee. e
. Srijut Beliram Das. 929.

30.

31.

32,
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.

38.
39.
40.
41.
42,

43.
44.

45.
46.

Babu Lalit Mohon Kar.
Srijut Mahadev Sarma.
Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora.
Srijut Omeo Kumar Das.
Srijut Paramananda Das.

Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra
Dutt,

Srijut Purna Chandra Sarma.

Srijut Rajani Kanta Barooah.
Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.
Srijut Ram Nath Das.

Srijut Sankar Chandra Barua.

Srijut Sarveswar Barua.

Babu Shibendra Chandra
Biswas.
Srijut Siddhi Nath Sarma.

Maulavi Md. Ali Haidar Khan.
Maulavi Abdur Rahman.
Maulavi Md. Abdus Salam.

Maulavi Muhammad Amirud-
din.

Mr. Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mah-
mud Ali.

Maulavi Mabarak Ali.

Khan Sahib Maulavi Mudabbir
Hussain Chaudhuri.

47, Shams-ul-Ulama Maulana Abu

Nasr Md. Waheed.

48. Srijut Bideshi Pan Tanti.
49. Srijut Binode Kumar J. Sar-

wan.
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Noes—51
The Hoﬁ’blc Maulavi Saiyid 24. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Kera-

16.
17.

18.
19.

20.

21.
22.

23.

. The

Sir Muhammad Saadulla.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Munaw-
war Ali.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M.
Nichols-Roy.

Hon’ble Srijut Rohini
Kumar Chaudhuri.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Abdul
Matin Chaudhury.

The Hon’ble
Kumar Das.

Babu Akshay

Babu Balaram Sircar.

Srijut  Jogendra Narayan

Mandal.

. Babu Kalachand Roy.
10.
11.
12.
13.

14.
15.

Dr. Mahendra Nath Saikia.
Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta.
Srijut Purandar Sarma.
Srijut Santosh Kumar Barua.
Maulavi Abdul Aziz.

Maulavi Abdul Bari Choudhu-
ry.

Maulavi Syed Abdur Rouf.
Maulavi Dewan Muhammad
Ahbab Choudhury.

Maulavi Dewan Ali Raja.

Muhammad Amjad

Maulavi
Ali.

Maulavi  Ashrafuddin
Chaudhury.

Maulavi Badaruddin Ahmed.
Maulavi Ghyasuddin Ahmed.

Md.

Maulavi Jahanuddin Ahmed.

mat Ali.

25. Maulavi Muhammad Maqbu
Hussain Chaudhury.

26. Maulavi Matior Rahman Mia.

27. Khan Bahadur Maulavi Mufi-
zur Rahman.

28. Maulavi Muzarrof Ali Laskar,
29. Maulavi Namwar Ali Barbhui-

ya.

30. Maulavi Naziruddin Ahmed.

31. Maulavi Sheikh Osman Alj
Sadagar.

32. Khan Bahadur Mau]
dur Rahman,.

33. Col. A. B. Beddow.
34. Mr. A. F. Bendall.

35. Mr. J. R. Clayton.

36. Mr. W. R. Faull.

37. Mr. W. Fleming.

38. Mr. B. I. Barry.

39. Mr. F. W Hockenhull.
40. Mr. D. B. H. Moore.
41. Mr. R. A. Palmer.

42. Miss Mavis Dunn.

avi Sayi-

43. Mr. Benjamin Ch, Momin,

44. Srijut Bhairab Chandra Dag,
45. Srijut Dhirsingh Deuri,

46. Rev. L. Gatphoh.

47. Mr. C. Goldsmith,

48. Mr. Jobang D. Marak,

49. Srijut Khorsing Terang.

50. Srijut Rabi Chandrg Kachari,
51. Srijut Rupnath Brahmg,

(Before the announcement of the result of the division)
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The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May Irisc
on a point of order, Sir ? The remission that we have granted of the
outstanding agricultural loar.s was granted in accordance with the decision
of the Government as a whole and with the concurrence of my two quondam
colleagues. I hope they have not voted against this motion. But should
they have voted, can their votes be counted ?  (Voices—why not).

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Oh, yes, they will be counted.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Were not the votes of the Hon’ble
Ministers counted on the no-confidence motion ?

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: I think there cannot be
any objection to any member censuring himself as has been done by the two
ex-Ministers. .

The Ayes being 49 and the Noes 51, the motion was lost.

The original motion that a sum not exceeding Rs.5,78,500 be granted to
defray the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
ending on the 31st March 1939, for the administration of the head ¢ Loans
and Advances > was then put and agreed to.

Adjournment

i 8Thc Assembly was then adjourned till 2 p.m. on Friday, the 4th March
38.

Shillong, A. K. BARUA,
The 28th April, 1938. Secretary, Assam Legislative Assembly.



