Proceedings of tae Fourth S_ESSi‘m of the First Assam Legislative
Assembly assembled under the provisions of the
Government of Indiy Act, 1935

‘Tre Assemsry met at the Assembly Chiamber, Shillong, at 11 a.m., on
Tuesday the Ist March, 1938.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

STARRED QUESTIONS
(to which oral answers were given)

{Starred questions 104 and 105 belonging to Mr. Arun Kumar Chanda
and Maulavi Mabarak Ali werc not puat here as the questioners were
absent.)

Appointments to the Assam School Service
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

*106. Wil! Government please state—

(2) How many appointments Were made by tl}c Director of Public
Instruction in the Assam  School Service after 1st April
1637 ¥

(b) How many school teachers and how many school Sub-Ins.
pectors wire appointed by him afier st April 1937 ?

(¢) In how many of these cases, the Assam Public Service Com-
mission was consulted, mentioning the numbers of Sub-Ing.
pectors and school teachers separately ? _

(d) In how many of these cases, the Director of Public Instruction
made the appointments according to the recommendation of
the Public Service Commitsion, mentioning the numbers of
Sub-Inspectors and school teachers separately ?

(¢) In how many of these cascs, h'c ’1gnored the recommendations
of the Public Service Comniission ?

> (f) Did he obtain the PCI"nlSFfLQ?'OE his EX‘CCH_EHCY the Governor
of Assam th:ough the Minister in charge in those cases where
the recommendations of the Public Servic: Commission B
ignored ? e .
() If he did not take any such permission, why he did not ?
*107. Will Governimnent be pleased to lay on the table a statement
showing the names and numbers of persons recognrncuded for appoint-
ments in Assam School Service by the Public Service Commission and of

persons actually appointed by the Director of Public Instruction after 1
April, 1937 ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA repliad ;
106. (a)—27, including temporary and officiating appointments.

(b)—6 Sub-Inspectors and 21 Assistant Masters.
(¢)—4 of Sub-Inspectors and 12 of Assistant Masters,
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(d)—The Director has given effect to the recommendations of the
Comuinission which were revised in certain cases after discussion.
(¢e)—Does not arise.
(f )—Does not arise.
(gi-—Does not arise. ) )
107.—A statement is laid on the table. The remaining 11 appoint-
ments have been made on a temporary basis, and the whole question of the
authority to make permanent appoinument is under the consideration of
Governinent.

Statement referred to in reply to starred question No. 107 put by Babu Karuna
) Stndhu Roy

A statement showing the mames and numbers of persons recom-
mended for appointments in Assam School Service by the
Public Service Commission and of parsonas actually appoiated
by the Director of Public Instructidn after 1st April 1937

Babu Kamini Kumar Bardhan, B.sc.

Mr. Lamphrang Tham, b.a.

Sudhir Chandra Mali, B.A.

Mr., Hastingwell Kharkongor, B.A., B.T.
Maulavi Shofiqul Haque, ».sc.
Jogesh Chandra Sutradhar, B.A.

Maulavi Serajul Haque Choudhury, B.a. (Hons.).
Ma.lavi Abul Hason Fazlul Bari, B.A.

Srijut Lohit Chandra Kakoti, B.A.

Srijut Lalit Ram Hazarika, B.A.

Srijut Gopinath Saikia, B.A.

Srijut Suresh Chandra Sarkar, » a.

Maulavi Abdul Mannan, n.sc.

Srijut Rampada Das, 5., (Hons.},

Srijut Gabinda Ram Bhattacharyya, M.SC., B.L.
Maulavi Safior Rahman, 8 A. {Hons.).

Inzldf%ljlrhf%i{;fNAs SINDHU ROY \/\’as_ there any I‘CCOIHn.'iendation
Public Instructionm? ervice Commission and ignored by the Director of

1Ihe Fon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
am not aw re of that. I am rather in a difficulty in answering this question
as my Hon blc-': Colleague who is in charge of the file is not here. I will
make an enquiry and let my hon, friend know in due course.

. a
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Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Do all these names in the state-
ment include all the persons who have been recommended oy the Public
Service Commission ?

Th:= Hon’ble Maulavi Salyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULIA I
am at the same disadvantage. I will make an enquiry and let my hon,
friend know.

Maulavi Dawan MUHAMMAD AWBAR CEAUDHURI . How
many Muhammadan teachers arce there in Classes I and 11 in the Assam
School Service ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA -
That is a1 question that most probably does not arise out of this, At the
same time I do not possess these figures. 1 recuire notice of the question %

Maulavi D»wan MUMAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDE—IUR;; Fr-
the reply of the Hon’ble Education Minister at the last session | found lgfn
there is not a single Muslim teacher in Class II of the Service ak

The ITon’ble M valavi Siiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULL L .

will take my hcn. friend’s statement as correct. I
Mlyulivi Devar MUAAM VIAD A H31._3 CH&UDHURI s Wi
the Hon’ble Min ster be pleased to consider the question .So 111

suitable Muhammadan teachers are appointed in Classes I angd IT. that
The Hon’ble Miaulavi Siiyid Sir MUHAMMAD g ULL4
The suggestion will be considered. AAD :

. . d in front of the Circuit Hous :
Ezasaouiofia [Poress Ofglz:i 113y River Khowai € at Hap;.

ABDUR RABMAN asked:
are of the fact that in front of the Gireys
né ;‘;‘l]‘;}; cum is spent every year by the Pub?il(f

S1 here
the erosion ther )
ase state IZ}'H.; amount that was i

Maulavi

*108. Are Governmcl

. Are Go :

House at Habigam atncosrii,p

Vork spartment 1€ .

i isléf))q‘["'so wili Government ple

. ;i k50

during the Jast 20 years ¢

¥710. Do Governzent E

% val to the
diversion of the Khowal tu

shle Maulavi Saiyid S5t

pose to consider the desirability of having »
further east ¥

MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
Tﬁ':_e Hd)n

replied :

N

at a small sum 1s spent yearly on the
f the Circuit House.

108, Government are aware t
during the past twenty years

: - in {ront O
Protection of the river bank 1n {] expenditure
109.-_The average annual €X|
has been Rs. 134. } 9 .
170.—No. it a fact that the crosion ¢q
, Mualavi ABDUR RAFIMAN 1;;‘;‘ - uld not
) stopped even by spending this amount MAD SAAD y
Tae Hon’ble Maualavi Saiyid Sir I“«‘.;{Uﬂiig Sl g;]l].g_.A ' 'On
the other hand our report is that ecrosion PP y bould..r
dam. .
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : s it a fact that a part o.f the road
passing by the side of the river has been threatened away by the river ? ;
The Hon’bic Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA,
Yes, Sir.
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Maulavi ABDUR'PAHMAN : May I know whether th~ Government
is prepared to take steps to divert the course ol the river ?

The Hen’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : |
have already replied that Government do not consider it advisable to
divert the course of the river. This will not be a practicable proposition.

Maulavi ABDUR RAIIMAN: Are aware that this
proposition was considered by the previous Council and some scheme was
prepared ?

The Hon’ble Maoulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: |
am not aware of that.

Khan Sahib M=aulavi MUDABEIR HUSSAIN CHA UDHURI:
Will the Hon’ble Minister take it from me that the works that have been
put up for stopring the erosion have been unsuccessful ?

The Hon’ble Maoulavi Saiyid Sir MUFAMMAD SAADULLA -
The report of the Executive Engineer is to the contrary.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABEIR IIUSSAIN
May I know when the report was received ?

The Hor’vle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHEAMMAD SAADULLA: |
cannot give the date off hand. I can give the information later if desired.

Government

CHAUDHURI :

Superintendent, Assam Surveys, stazioned at Shillong
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA asked :

*¥111. Are Government aware that the Superintendent, Assam Surveys,
stationed at Shillong has to abs:nt him-elf from his office to attend the court
at Shillong in connection with his private litigations ?

*112. Do Government propose to transler such an officer inwv
private litigation in the interest of public service ?

*113. [f the answer to question 111 is in the negative, d.
propose to enquire into the matter ?

yived in

» Government

The Hon’ble Srijut RDHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

111.—The Snperint(-.ndent, Assam Surveys, is not cngaged in any litiga-
tion on his own behalf. He was made an executor under the wil| of the

late Mr. A. V. Mor:llo and was occasionally had to aprear in court in that
connection.

112.—No.

113.—Does not arise.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Did he take the permission of
Government to become an executor for a private person ?

. The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI -
notice of that question.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Isit not a fact that he had to
attend court several times at the cost of his official dutjes ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
attend court occasionally, I think to take
probate must have been taken out by now and
very rarely.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :
attend court ? :

The Hon’ble Srijut RCHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I d "
think it was necessary because he did not have to absent himself fr
office throughout the day.

I' require

He had to
out probate, but the

so he may have to attend

Did he take permission to

not
om

<
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Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :
during office hours.
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I am not

sure of that. I shall make an = enquiry whether any permission is required.
I think he is the Head of his office. !

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Does it not contravene the
Government Servants’ Conduct Rules.........

1;I‘he Homn’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not
think so. -

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :  Does it not contravene the rule

of the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules in being appointed as an execu-
tor ? h

But he had to attened court

i 1\The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not
think so.

Mr. W. FLEMING : Is it not a fact that acting as an executor for
bereaved children is a public service ?
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I think

that is a sort of public service which even Government servants have to
undertake to do.

Mr. 'W. FLEMING : Thank you, Sir. '
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Has it not the effect of detract-
‘ing the attention of Government servants from his duties ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :

I don’t
think so.

(Starred questions 114-115 were not put here as the questioner Mr. Arun
Kumar Chanda was absent.)

Amount realised énnua.lly from the Commercial Carrying Com-
: : pany Limited by

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :

*116. Will Government be pleased to state the amount or amounts

realised annually from the Commercial Carrying Company Limited by
Government on different heads ?

*117. Will Government be pleased to state the amount of expendi-
ture incurred by Government annually for the upkeep of the Shillong-
Gauhati road ? ‘

*118. Will Government be pleased to state what amount or amounts
are annually paid by Government to the Commercial Carrying Company
Limited, on account of (a) carriage of mails, (b) carriage of Govern-
ment stores, (¢) travelling of Government officers from and to Shillong ?

The

U Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
.chls.ed iy _ ] : ,

116.—

Annual fee for  Annya) fee for

59 péri ; Annual re-regis- fnspcctior} fee Annual tax,
grantedrodar grantc%§;$1t2s . tration fee of  of 8 vehicles.
5 years. Yyears, 3 Sompany ivehi-"
. cles.
Rs.76,000 : Al b ooy
3 Rs 34,000 Rs. 262 Rs.166 Rs.13,995
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117.—Rupees 1,62,709 in 1935-36.
s 1,73,381 in 1936-37. e el .
118. (a)—Rupees 17,500 per annum, (b) & (c)chCSLh Ltcr-lil s tcrﬁl{nt
not be ascertained except after minute enquiry fron_l eac epartme
which could not be done in the short space ol the session.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN Is there ﬁny_nct
gain to Government after deducting their expenditure from the collections
from the. Commercial Carrying Company ? '

.. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD'dSA%ll).ULIT{& : [1
don’t think there is any net gain to Government. A considerable portion o
expenditure is met by the different collections from the Company.

Counting of ofﬁciaﬁng services of officers of class III of the
Assam School Service towards increment

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN asked :
- *119. Are Government aware of a circular No.12830-56, issued by the
Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley Circle, to all Head Masters and Deputy
DSpectors, to the effect that officiating services of officers in class IIT of the
Assam School Service will count towards increment from the 18th March
1930 ?
1 : = why the above facilit
- (b) If so, will G nt be pleased to state W X o Y
i nOt:‘"lgee“ 'gfi’intcd - tgvgi?i?eis renc!;ering of’ﬁ(.:mung:cr ‘"C‘f Prior to the
éath March 1930, as also to the officers serving in the Assam Lower School
ervice ? . . ;
< *120, (4)- Are G ~nt - aware that according to the above circular,
certain scn(io)r ol:f:icer: vfx;l:r?:lgntlo?lg terms of officiating service prior to the
18th March 1930 but having no adequate terms of SufﬁCh service from that
date, are going to receive lower pay than some of the officers who are junjor
In service ? :

(b) If so, what steps do Government proposc to take to remove
-adjustment-? . : '

., . () If not, do Government proposc¢ to e€nquire and removye
their grievances ?

this 1.113,]

repliine Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD sAApyLLA
Plied : - S
t lgg"Goverﬁment .ﬁavc not seen- the’ circular,’ the date of which has
not.- pe

en furnished: It is. however, presumed that the orders of the
Inspector of Schools hav]tg, a refcren’cep to Gaoverpment __letfer No.3888-
3922-F.(a), dated the 17th- September 1935 (a COPY of Which is 1a g o the
Library table) which was issued as a result of the revision by the Secretary
o State of Fundamental Rule 22. These orders affected not only these
two services but alsg al] the establishments in the province.
120. (@)—As in other establishments, there may be rare cases of this
nature in these services,, [ - e ol HLAYIEG ! ts ‘ gL
(6) and (c)-—-’fhé answer-is.in the negative as :the ‘Government
orders referred to in the reply to question 119'laid down that orders is in force

at various times prior to 18th March 1930 would govern old cases arising
before the aforesaid date. | ‘

or of Goalpara ?

the Library table.
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Re transfer of Srijut Gagan Chandra Barua, School Sub-Iuspector
of Goalpara

Srijut JOGENDRA CHANDRA NATH asked:

*121. Are Government aware that the Nikhil Goalpara Krishak Sanmi-
lani of Goalpara in its annual session at Dudnai passed a resolution

démanding the transfer of Srijut Gagan Chandra Barua, School Sub-Inspect -

*122. Is it a fact that he is again going to be brought to Goalpara from
the Garo Hills where he was transferred ?

*123. (a) Has the Hon’ble Minister of Education received any represen-
tation from the Mofussil public during his recent visit to Goalpara stating
their grievances against the said officer ?

(b) Do Government propose to accede to the demand of the public
in this respect ?

(¢) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA IMAD SAADULLA replied :

121.-—Government understand th

_ at the Director of Pu blic Instruction
received such a resolution. '

122.—Srijut Gagan Chandra Barua was transferred temporarily in a

leave vacancy to the Garo Hills and will revert at the terminatio: of that
vacancy.

123. (a)—There is no record of such a representaiion. -
(6)-—Government are not aware that there is such a demand.

(¢)—If any representation is received bv them Government wili
call for a' ‘report.

Srijat JOGENDRA CHAMDRA NATH : Is Government aware
that this particular cfficer has been in ‘Goalpara for 20 years.

The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
am not aware of it. But it may be correct. ' i

Discretionary Grants of the Hon’ble Ministers

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

*124. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The amount of discretionary allotment funds placed at the dis-

posal of each of the Hon’ble Ministers of Assam during 1937-
38 ?
(b) How the grants have been used and made by the Ministers ?

(c) To whom and what institutions, if any, the grants for the pe-
riod have been given ?

(d) The consideration on which the allotments from the discretion-
_Aary grants are made ?

The Hon’ble Maulay; Sai,;id Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : ERY :

124. (‘bl)):]ils-z,sgﬁ to each of the five Hon’ble Ministers,
( 1l conlormity with the Rules a copy of which is placed on
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‘ (¢) and (d)—The details are given n the statement laid on the
Library table. |

Re the use of the term ¢Vernacular”
Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked: |

*125.(a) Are Government aware that there has been {;l'l;uc a good deal
of resentment amongst the public of this Province aga‘l‘nbt the use of the
term “Vernacular’ the derivative meaning of which is “slave language™ or
£ = ve’ ?

Langua(g;:) 0{;:};, hg;n(cggfgfnj:?m propose to d_irc:ct that the term by arpitd
cular” should not in future be used in the official records and correspon-
dences ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied : '

125.(a)—Government are not aware of any such resentment and beljeye

that the derivation suggested for the worc'l is inadequate. _
 (b)—No. The word is an ordinary ljlnghsh word, just as it is

derived from an ordinary Latin word, both without any dCl’Ogatory s
plication. _ -

S parm crvvoms poma: g vt et e |
Chief Minister is particularly satisfied wit ' :

The Hon’ble Manlavi yS:xiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : v,
Sir.

Srijut MAEI CHANDRA BORA : What may be the possible opjec-
tion on the part of Government to change th¢ :

The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : If
there is nothing objectionable, Government S€€ no reason to change the
term. (Laughter.) )

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

(to which answers were laid on the table.)

Number of Labour disputes affecting the Tea and other Industries

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asked :

272. Will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The number of labour disputes affecting the Tea and other
industries which occurred during the last three years 1934.35 g »
to 1936-37 ? : ‘ |

(8) The number of labourers affected during these years year by
year ?

(¢) The number of working days lost in each case ? t

(d) The cause of each such strike 7 L ¥

(¢) The number of labourers victimised in each case ? ‘
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The Hon’ble Babu AKSHAY KUMAR DAS replied :
272.—A statement tabulating the replies is laid on the table.

Statement showing the particulars of labour disputes or strikes affecting the Tea and
other Industries which occurred during the years 1934-35 to 1936-37

No. of
labourers
affected

Number of
labourers whose
services were

dispensed with

Serial
i 1 T
Ne. Name of concern

Days lost Cause

1 2 3 4 5 6

1934-35
1 Rajahali Tea 312 2
Estate.
Karimpur Tea
Estate.

Dissatisfaction over
wages.

Trouble between 21
the Manager who
tried to enforce
discipline and the
labourers, culmi-
nating in an as-

sault on the Ma-
nager.

Dissatisfaction with
hazira rates.

Alleged maltreat-
ment of some
female workers
by the Assistant
Manager and
their  detention
after fixed work-
ing hours,

Trouble between
the Manager and
the labourers over
wages.

Discontent over the
quantity of hoeing
work demanded.

Demand on the
part of the
labourers to be
paid by  hazire
instead of the
existing practice
of doing such
work by contract
system.

Alleged short 13
weighments of

leaf and excessive

hours of work,

| &)

1,800 3

3 Hoogrijan ... 100 3

4 Burnibraes Tea 400 2
Estate.

5 Deopani Tea 60 3
Estate.

6 Numaligarh 49 4
Tea Estate. including
children.
7 Tarajuli Tea 150 5
Estate.

Tingalibam.,., 1,200 3
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Statement showing the particulars of labour disputes or strikes affecting the Tea and
other Industries which occurred during the years 1934-35 to 1936-37—contd.
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Statement showing the particulars of labour disputes or strikes affecting the Tea and

b other Industries which occurred during the years 1934-35 to 1936-37—contd.
v
Serial ¢ : bNumbc.r l(::f' o]
erial . No. o abourers whose
No. Name of concern fabo ATers Days lost Cause services were R e 1]\1;5%11]::; ;)f
Sl g WE Serial Name of labourers Days Cause whose ser-
O No. concern affected lost vices were
1 2 3 4 5 6 dispensed
with
g 1935-36
1 Chundicherra 300 3 Dissatisfaction
. Tea Estate. over wages. 1 2 3 4 5 6
2 Hanchura Tea 620 2 Dissatisfaction -
Estate. (Includ- over wages. =
ing 50 1935-36—concld.
Zl:éd;gg ) 14 Assam Match 350 57 Retrenchment by~
females), Fbal,;;ligg, the management.
3 Lalchand Tea 336 2 Dissatisfaction ous 1936-37
Estate. over wages. ; : i :
4 Mertinga Tea 600 5 Alleged rude be- . : B'lﬁ[?el;.alﬁs?a?ed ; 2 : Iﬁrﬁ;ﬁﬁgg’ Oft‘aazt'gt-a e
Estate. haviour of a hazira . ings per week
Babu and ;. Sar- i 2 Mohanpur Tea 200 2 Assistant Manager’s 9
dar and underesti- ‘ 1
& f th Estate. alleged assault on
ma 1?}? fo 1 - a female worker.
wﬁigked of leaves 3 Amo Tea Es- 450 6  Dissatisfaction over Nil.
P ; » % fate. hazira rates for
5 Chandighat 150 4 Rhe/Ifusa tY the “ee , hoeing.
T : anager to give : ek ;
ea Estate pi— worlg until 4 Bamonpukhuri 200 2 ])tlﬁiatlsfigifn ovzltl
the work given to wages for pluck-
the labourers had ing leaves.
bec;l done pro- 5 Bhubandar Tea 700 5  Dissatisfaction over 199
N perly. 2 Fatate wages and alleged
6 Hilika Tea 30 2 Dem%nq for re- - i ill-treatment by
Estate. DPatm??ont-, a Sardar.
7 Mariani Tea 140 2 issatisfaction T X .
Estate. . against the head 6 Wakha  Tea 200 1 D‘;s;aésfafgtgon ﬁ‘éﬁf Nil.
Babu. Estate. ingg pluck-
8 Katalguri Tea 12 2  Discontent over . i g1
Estatg{: wages. 7 Luayuni Tea 350 1 Ai}temauﬁm gnsmg
9 Borsapari Tea 128 3 Reduction of hoe- Estate. IO et egeo pave
Estate. ing rates by the ment of a bad
management. coin to one of the
10 Samd Discontent arigin » labourers by the
N 24 from alteration: of ( Pay clerk.
task. | 8 Udairam Gha- 30 3 Dissatisfaction with
11  Betjan 500 2  Discontent arising 1 nasyam Mus- the treatment
from alteration of 'l tard Oil Mill, given by Manager
task. l Barbheta. and trouble over
12 Tdra T 2.000 3  Discontent arising 7 [ - : working hours,
Estate. . § from reduction of i 9 Sreebari Tea 100 1  Dissatisfaction with
wages without re- ¢ Estate. the allotment of
duction of work, : tasks.
13 Kumsong 2,000 3 Ditto o
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Statement showing the particulars of labour disputes or strikes affecting the Tea and
other Industries which occurred during the years 1934-35 to 1936-37—concld.

No. of Number of
Serial labourers Days lost Cause labourers whose
No. Nameofconcern “ g ieq services were
dispensed with
1 2 3 4 5 6

1936-37—concld.
10 Assam Match 350 288 days, Various differences

Factory, Dhu- viz., from between the
bri. 14th De- management and
cember the employees,

1936 to which came toa
27th Sep- headina conflict

tember arising from the
1937, reduction of the
production of

case-boards by the
Com pany and
cnnseguen t
retrenchment  of
some of the em-
ployees.

For details, the
hon. member may
see  Notification
No.4647-G.].,
dated the lst
November 1937,
published in the
Assam Gazelle,
dated [the 10th
November 1937.

Number of patients in the Tezpur Mental Hospital
Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked :

273. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state—
(a) The number of patients in the Tezpur Mental Hospital at
present ?
() The number admitted in the years 1935-36 and 1936-37 and
the number discharged after complete cure in these two
years ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

213. (a)—There are 686 patients at present.
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(b)—The information as asked for in the form is not available.
Figures for calendar years are however available and these are as follows :—

Admitted Re-admitted Discharged as
cured
2 & 2
< ~ d - ) o —
= § 2 & 5§ 2 & § %
2 R BB mBR A /B
1935 se . s .. 144 g 163 9 9 58 11 69
1936 wiE i o 88 24 112 11 1 12 51 4 55

Names of contractors getting contracts in the Sylhet-Shillong Road
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI asked :

274. Is it a fact that there are no other contractors except Khasis and
a Pathan who neither domiciled nor natives of the province within a length
of 40 miles from Shillong in the Sylhet-Shillong Road ?

275. Is it a fact that U Sati Raja the Siem of Mylliem is a native
Prince and is continually given contract work in the Khasi and Jaintia
Hills Division by Government ?

276. Will Government please state whether it is a fact that Shersingh
Narain Singh and Sherdil Khan are getting contracts from Governmené

= -
though they could not produce domiciled certificates ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

274.——The contraccors engaged on work in the area specified are Khasis
with the exception of a Pathan and one domiciled Bengali.

975.—The facts are as stated by the hon. member.

276.—Yes. They are contractors of many years standing. Sher Sinoh
and Narain Singh have carried out Public Works Department contracts for
over nine years and Sherdil Khan for over seven years.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : Did
Government ask the contractors to produce domiciled certificates ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : We
have not asked the contractors to produce domiciled -certificates,

Deprovincialization of Government High Schools

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked :

277. (a) Will Government in the Department of Education

to consider the desirability of deprovincializing the existin
Schools and Colleges of the provinlz:e i b

xtending aid to a larger number of i
¢ (&) If not, why not ? crott

be pleased

S, overnment
and to utilise the money thus saved in

nstitutions ?




588 QUESTIONS [1sT MAR,
The Hom’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI replied :

271. (a) and (6)—T he question of deprovincialization of Government
High Schools has been before the Legislature for the last ten years and the
opinion so far has been against the proposal.

Deprovincialization of the two Government Collcgcs_ for general edu-
cation has been suggested for the first time in this question. Govern{ncnt
is of opinion that such a step will not be in the best interest of higher
education in the province.

Dr. Banikanta Kakoti’s thesis known as “Assamese, its form ation
and development”

Srijut BELI RAM DAS asked :

278. Are Government aware that Dr. Banikanta Kakoti rendered
valuable contribution to the cause of the Assamese language by writing a
thesis known as “Assamese, its formation and development® and that the
Doctorate was awarded to him for the same ? )

279. Is it a fact that Dr, Kakoti’s thesis yet remains unpublished ?

280. Will Government please statc whether Government received any
application from Dr. Kakoti for having the book published by Government
or for any contribution by Government for its publication by him ? _

281. Do Government propose to publish the same or contribute
towards the cost of its publication ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI replicd :

278.—Government are aware of the writing of the thesis by Dr. Kakoti
and the award of a Doctorate. As regards the service rendered to the cause
of the Assamese language it may be so.

279.—Yes, from the Author’s own statement. .

280.—The hon. member is referred to the reply given to a similay
question asked by Srijut Omeo Kumar Das at this session of the
Assembly. -

281.—The matter will come up for consideration in due course.

Condition of teachers serving under the Local Bodies
Srijut SIDDHI NATH SARMA asked :

282. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education be pleaged to
state whether he had received memorials from the tcache{'s serving under the
Local Bodies in the Assam Valley, in last June 1937, for increment of their
pay, to }:na.ke necessary provision for pension or Provident fund, and for
leave with allowance ?

283. If the reply to question 282 above is in the affirmative, will (he

Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education be pleased to state if any action
has been taken on the point or points raised in the said memoria]s ?
284. If no action hag yet been taken, does the Hon’ble Minister in

e of Edpcation Propose to ta action on that in t
cgzr,gf o5, which of the pgints ; ke any he near future
2
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

282.—Government have been receiving such memorials since July 1937,

283.—The memorials have been under examiqation ant_:l a series of
reports has been received from the Director of Public Instruction, which are
being examined.

284.—The requests made by ‘the teachers mainly concern action
required from the local bodies. Government will carefully consider the
extensive material submitted to them and will see what steps can be taken to
help the memorialists,

Objection petitions against assessment of grazing tax by the graziers
in the years 1935-36 and 1936-37 in Tezpur subdivision

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA asked :

285. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state—
(a) Whether there were any objection petitions against 'thc asses
g-

ment of grazing tax by the graziers in the
1936-37 in the Tezpur subdi%li‘sion ? years 1935-36 and

(b) If so, what are the numbers ?
(¢) Who submitted those petitions ?
(d) Whether all the petitions were disposed of and hoy Ios

took ? g they
286. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state___
(a) What are the numbers of land sale cases in the year 19
the Tezpur subdivision ? 35-36 in

b) How many of those lands were sold and h
( were annulled ? o Ay of

((cd)) ';\f}’.h:) _gcn?mllyhpurchascd these sold estates ?
o118 a fact that mostly the non-cultivators are ¢
287. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased o s}tl:tg Urchasers
(a) Whether the fx-mauzadar, Sakomatha in the Tezpur-—h ¢
had been dismissed for defalcating Government subdlvision
or 80 ago ? foney 5 year
(b) If so, what amount of money he has defalcateq ?
(¢) Whether the whole amount thus defalcated has § 1
Wy been

them

realised ?

(d) If not, what stepsdo G
amount defalcated ?

(o) fitisa fact that the said mauzadar was fin
dred by the Deputy Commissioner a few da‘.:; f};pem two hyp-
arrested and finally dismissed ? clore he w
(f) For what he was fined ? =
) Why immediate Steps were not taken ?
(h) What amount of duyeg is st outstanding from, {h e
¢x-mauzadar ? € time of th
288, Are Government aware of a fishery called the « 1
in the district of Darrang which is the subject of an appey dmanj Bee) »

. . . 1 ]
the local public t0 the Gomrmssmner, Assam Valley Diyisionpgtltlon made by

overnment propose to tak
€ to Tealig
€ the
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QUESTIONS
289.(a) Is it a fact that the Commissioner ordered the Deputy Cqm-
missioner of Darrang to settle the said Beel with the public after making
certain enquiries ? )
(6) Is it a fact that an enquiry was actually made by the Circle
Sub-Deputy Collector ? : ) :
(¢) Is it a fact that although the report of the enquiry was in favour
of the people in terms of the Commissioner’s order on appeal, the Deputy
Commissioner refused to settle the fishery with these people ?

290. Do Government propose to call for reports from the Commissioner

and the Deputy Commissioner on the matter and lay the same on the
table ?

29]1. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of revenue be pleased to
state—

(a) Whether the cx-mauzadar of Chilabandha Srijut Golok Chan-
dra Bora of the Tezpur subdivision had been dismissed only
for default of payment of Government revenue ?

(b) If so, what was the total amount due from him ?

(¢) Whether the whole amount in arrears was really
from the people ?

(4) If any enquiry was made to this effect before any action was

. _ taken against him ?

(e) If so, what were the findings of the enquiring officer ?

(f) Whether the Deputy Commissioner took immediate action ¢t
realise the amount misappropriamda _lf any ?

(¢) From what year the Mauzadar was in arrears and when djq
the Deputy Commissioner take action against him ?

(h) By what amount the Mauzadar was in default ¢very year ?

(1) What was the total amount still unrealised from the ex-mayza-
dar and whether Government had to sustain any loss of
revenue and if so, for whose fault ? '

(j) Whether there are many land sale cases still pending of thjs
mauza from his time ?

(k) Whether most of these cases had to be struck off for the Pro-
duction of receipts paid to the es-mauzadar by the so-called
defaulting ryozs ?

() Whether any responsible Government officer checked ¢}
SNgTis and «zf=# book for these years ? e

(m) Whether the Deputy Commissioner is presently taking ap
Steps to provide against the possibility of unnecessary ;7 %

..Of the ryots by instituting false cases T 52
292. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to state_
(a) Whether there js a village grazing ground in the Kolongpyy
m s . €c -
Chaal:f’a?of the Tezpur subdivision named Hatibandha Gop-

(6) Ifitis a fact that this grazin ground is adjace
villages and the only ggazinggground for theniT ? nt to several
(¢) Ifitisa fact that the Manager, Purabari Teg Estate, has
croached upon this grazing ground ? ' €n-
(d) Ifitis a fact that the public has made severa] representatio
to the Deputy Commissioner and the SUb“Deputy bl pns
(¢) What was the area of the original “Hatibandha Gopchar > ang
what is the present area after encroachment ?
(f) What is the area of the Purabbari Tea Estate and what is the
arca under tea cultivation ? e >

not collected

[ 4]
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(g) What are the findings of the present Sub-Deputy Collector
whom the public has again represented about the encroach-

ment of ‘the said grazing ground ? {

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI replied :

285 (a), (b), (¢) and (d)—The information has been called for.
286. (a)—Eight thousand and eighty-two.
(b), (¢) and (d)—The information has been called for.
287. (a)—Yes. .
(6)—Rupees 12,413-6-0 according to the report of the investigating

Police Inspector. Subsequently the liability stood  at Rs.12,355-5-0 up to

1341B.S.
(6)‘—“N00 .
(d)—The movables were first attached - and sold and - the immov-
able properties were also afterwards attached and advertised for sale. The

balance will have to. be written-off as irrecoverable.
(¢)—Yes.
(f )—Carelessness.
(&)-—The . Mauzadar on pressure being . put cleared-the arrears of
1339B.S. in. March 1935 and it was expected that he would pay the arrears
of the following year also. Leniency is shown to Mauzadars in this respect
as far as it is possible to do so.
(h)—Rupees 10,684-0-0 against this Rs.878 is adjustable as the
commission due to the Mauzadar.
288.—Yes.
289.(a)--Only if on enquiry he found the fishery not valuable and likely
to damage cultivation or affect the villagers water-supply.
(b)—Yes. L
(¢)—The Sub-Deputy Collector reported after. personal local enquiry
that this  beel.is valuable from the fishing point of view and that fishing
operations will not. cause harm to any cultivation. - The &eel was ‘therefore
-retained as a fishery mahal.
290.—As the replies given are based on the reports and:the order of ‘the
Commissioner, it is not proposed to call for any further reports.
291.(a)—No ; in addition to his default he. was. found to.be. hopelessly
incompetent over a period of years.
(b)—The amount payable by the Mauzadar for 1340 and 41 B.S.
was Rs. 14,431-12-3.
(¢)—From an enquiry it appears that the amount actually uncol-
lected from ryols was very small.
(d)—Yes.
i (€)—The enquiring officer found that the Mauzadar had spent the
ount due from him in meeting the dues of the previous years. _
Mauzad a(rf)foin‘go(g)-—As the Mauzadar was an old man and had' been a
pay jup his arreape - 25 Well as his father before him, he was given time to
He was called'us' He actually paid up the arrears of 1338 and 1339B.S.
POn to clear up the arrear by the end of March: 1935
and cleared the arrear o P ‘ y _
- Of these two years in June 1935. His accounts were
i%‘;‘; cxa:lanCd by an Extra Assistant Commissioner in July 1935, in -August
ot ‘r.a:_'lo aﬁ;‘éinja:‘gary d1936. A_s there was no improvement in ‘the ‘posi-
tion, p g crc’ fawn against him and he was dismissed in April
1936.  The Mauzadar.s Property has been put up for sale as well as his
surety but the proceedings have not vet bccg COmI;Icted. i
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302.—Government have no information.

303.—Any complaint of the erection of bunds above the customary
level is investigated and dealt with according to equity.

304.—Local bidders are welcome to bid for fisheries and to  take settle.
ment. There has been no case in which an  outsider has been given
preference. Settlement of fisheries with  Jaintia men only irrespective’ of
auction bids will entail heavy fall of revenue.

Estimated outturn of crops in Bhabanipur, Hastinapur and'

Bijni mauazas

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked:

305. Are Government aware that some of the officials of the Agricul-
tural Department including the Deputy Dircgtor of Agriculture recently
made enquiries about the outturn of Ashra, Kharma and Ahu paddy crops
in the Bhabanipur, Hastinapur and Bijni mauzas for the current year ?

306. (a) Isit a fact that their estimate of outturn of these Crops was
about 25 per cent. only ?

(6) If not, what is their estimate of outturn ?
(¢) What Government propose to do regarding remission of land
revenue of the current year in those areas ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY replied :

305.—Yes.
306. (a)—No.
(6)—The outturn estimated departmentally for the localities is
shown below :—
Name of paddy

Hastinapur, Asra
Bijni and part Kharma 45 to 55
of Bhabanipur. J Ahu ... . 50 to 60 ,, e

But the average reported by the Deputy Commissioner for the
whole district of Kamrup was 83 per cent.

(c)—Remission enquiries are being made and the Deputy Com-
missioner, if he finds a case for partial or total remission, will deybtiess
apprOaCh the Commissioner in due course (ti}c latter has power to sarnction
up to Rs. 10,000 remission in any one district). )

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: The average outturns in Hastinapur,
Bhabanipur and Bijni were wanted in my question but in reply we see’ the
average outturn of the whole district of Kamrup. May we know whether
the average ‘outturn figure of the whole district has any bearing to' the
average outturn figures of those specified areas ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Ag these
are parts of th”; district, the average figure given for the whole district
includes the figures of those specified localities.

Srijut KAMESWAR . DAS: Do the figures of the whole district
indicate any intention on the part of the Deéputy Commissioner to give
any remission in the effected areas of Bijni, Hastinapur and Bhabanipur ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: It was an
additional information given to the hon. member.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS : I could not follow the Hon’ble Minister.

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Itwas
only an additicnal information supplied to the hon. member.

Qutturn

40 to 50 per cent.

3 »

y
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Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: I want to know whether the figure 83
per cent. does indicate the intention of the Deputy Commissioner whether
to grant or not any remission of land revenue in the effected areas ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: In grant-

ing remission of land revenue the Deputy Commissioner would take all
the factors into consideration.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS asked :

307. Are Government aware that f equent failure of agricultural Crops:
is-usual in the Assam Valley districts, owing sometimes . to the overflow. -of
water and sometimes to draught ?

(b) If so, do Government propose to. create a special branch of the
Agriculture Department to take up irrigation and drainage works in righ:
earnest and advise suitable means to meet - these exigencies ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY replied :

307.—Government do not deny that such failures occur. It is for this
very reason that lands are classified and a lower rate of assessment ijs fixed
for lands where crops are not expected to be successful. :
(b)—Government are fully alive to the importance of draina
and irrigation work and the matter will receive due attention of Govcrﬁf
ment.

Condition of the buildings in the Karimganj Police Station
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN asked :

308. Are Government aware that some of the police quarters in th
town of Karimganj arein a wretched condition, and that they are unfitq &
human habitation during the rains ? or

309. Will Government be pleased to state, if any higher Pgl;

- ce d
rities saw these quar(t?::rs and submitted any report ? Autho-

310. If so, will Government please state what action do
propose to take ? ‘GOVernmcm

311. If no such inspection was made, do Government
some one to have a look into these quarters and take im

Propose to direct
replacing these quarters by better ones ?

mediate Stﬁps for

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saivi i
replied : vt Saiyid  Sir "MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

308.— Government are aware th
ganj Police Station are in a

309.—Yes:.

310.—Action has-alread

. > t v
construction of quarters for the Divisional Inspector haipl: Project for, the
tively approved.

It is proposed t t t ool administra-
funds permit. Omeplaptte other bildingy gradually as
311.—Does not arise,

at some of the build

ings i 4
deplorable condition ? 8% 1n the Karim.

y been taken and asia first s
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Re conduct of Maulavi Nisfor Ali, the Senior Court Sub-Inspector of
- Sunamganj towards Muktear’s Clerks

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

312. Will Government please state whether it is a fact that Maulavi
Nisfor Ali, the Senior Court Sub-Inspector of Sunamganj, insulted Muktear’s
Clerks and other gentlemen who were present in the Court of the Senior
Extra Assistant Commissioner, Sunamganj, on 5th November 1937, by order-
ing them out of the Court ?

313. Is it a fact that the members of the Muktear Bar, Sunamganj,
have adopted a resolution condemning the action of the aforesaid Sub-Ins-
pector, and that a copy has been sent to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of
Law and Order ?

1'T5'e Hon’ble Maulavi Smiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

312.—No. Government have inquired and find that the Court Sub-
Inspector only cleared the court room of outsiders at the orders of the pre-
siding officer in order to make room for more police constables to look after
the large number of accused persons and that he did so in a courteous
manner,

313.——Yes.

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Are not the court rooms open to
the public ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :

he court rooms are open to the public but on the occasion when this casc

was tried there were as many as 21 accused persons. The case was one of
fnur_der_and the court room was so crowded that the witnesses were find-
ing it difficult to identify the accused persons. Therefore, the Presiding
Officer of the Court asked the Sub-Inspector to clear the room of the
people who were not wanted. It appears from the report which we have
got that whole thing was done in a courteous manner.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI : s not the service of

the pleader’s clerk ; > 5
g necessary for the defence—lawyer’s when they are engaged

The Hon’ble Maulavi ivi ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
could not follow the }?;négersnzgg:.d e .

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURIL: Is it not difficult

for the defence lawyer to carry their bussiness if their clerks are not allowed
entrance to that room ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: It
Was an occurrance on a particular day because it was a sensational case of
murder and there were as many as 21 accused persons. Only the other day
we heard that in our court rooms there are not sufficient room for pleaders.
In this particular cage it was thought that the people who were not con-

nected with the case for prosecution or defence may be asked to clear
that room.

Sunamganj, a
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Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: So far as the clerks
are concerned there ought to be some distinction marked.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Generally the clerks have no business to crowd the room making it difficult
for the witnesses to identify the accused persons.  Of course, if they are
engaged by the pleaders conducting the defence or the prosecution, then
their presence is NECEssary.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Do not Government
consider it necessary that the defence lawyers’ clerks should remain present

in the courtroom ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I

have already admitted that Sir.

Provision of a sum of Rs.20,000 for water pumps irrigation
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

314, Is it a fact that the agriculturists are to pay for the working of
water pumps to water their fields ? ) - e

31p5. I.f it a fact that the pt;ogle _(;f' v1ltlages Dakinkul, Pirojpur and

habpur, have not been supplied with water pumps to water their fields
ihnjli E:il]e LFI),IVCT Haor under the Police Station Tahirpur in the subdivision of

thev could not pay money in advance ? ‘ :
316. Is itsa fgzt that a sum of Rs.20,000 have been provided this year
for this purpose ?
317. Will Government pleas
expenditure incurred up till now,

+vi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY replied :

e supply the House with an account of the
out of this Rs.20,000 ?

The Hon’ble Maul

g%g-—-ggi;ernment have no information but are enquiring.
g}'?_-j?;ii o possiblﬂ to supply an account of the expenditure incurred

iven below :(—
upto date but the sum was allotted as giv

Rs.

, 14,000
Surma Valley 1 3,000
Upper Assam Valiey .- ! A 3.000

Lower Assam Valley ... . Shall T be correct if T say that most
Babu KARUNA SENDH"\I[SS; ‘;\:as spent before the presentation of

of the sums allotted for Surma
the budget of 1937-38 ? L MATIN CHAUDHURY: Will the
he qucstion ?

. The Hon’ble Maulavit ABDU o

- Member please repeat . Shall I be correct if T say that most
... Babu KARUNA SINDHU Rg f'o-r Surma Valley was spent before the
ums out of Rs.14,000 allotte e
Thetlon of the budget of 193;19; U‘L MATIN CHAUDHURY : I shall
requi Jon’ble Maulavi

qmr:i‘;:,:mg of that question Sir- May we know what districts are
meant by AI‘{VESWAR BABUI}Z 3

The Honppe o Valley districts &\ py CHAUDHURY : I think,

: 2 e Ma i sl B
the tcrl}'z 18 meant tg in‘.;:zs:: Lﬁ?\:ﬁ'gl;;ur Sibsagar ane‘l Nowgong c_hstpcts.
Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : 1(,1&}, we know in which district the

pumps are working now ?
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. The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MAT.IN C_HAUDHURY: I cannot
say off hand. I require notice of that question, Sir. ' 1

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: May we know in which districts of
the Lower Assam Vallev the pumps are working ?

‘The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : As regards
details, I cannot say anything off hand. T shall require notice of it, Sir.

. Dismissal of Babu Jatish Chandra Das, Lecturer in History .and
Philosophy of Murarichand College

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked :

318. Do Government know that in their Departmental reports, there are

. the following statements :—

) (@) “The services of Babu Jatish Chandra Das, M.A., Lecturer on
probation in Histor‘y and l’hilr)sopll,\’, were dlspcr‘lscd WIth m
the course of the session. This action followed }1.15 refusal to
co-operate with the remaining colleagues at the time of stress
at the re-opening of the college in July. H’I’S nlace remained
vacant till the end of the year under report (vide page 11 of
Assam Public Instruction report for 1930-31).

(5) ““The services of Babu Jatish Chandra Das, M.A., Lecturer .on

probation in History and Philosophy, from ”july 1922 were

dispensed with in the course of session 19307, (V'df page 91

of Public Instruction Q_uinqucnmal report for period from

1927-28 t0 1931-32.) ) . A

319. Is Government aware that on the same subject in answer to Council

questions, Government stated that the aforesaid officer Babu Jatish Chandra

Das twice disobeyed orders passed by the Principal of the College and Gov-

ernment further stated that Government came to the conclusion that he was

not likely to prove a satisfactory public servant and thercfore terminated his

probationary service ?  [Vide answer to Question 34 (a)qof' Council proceed-
ings printed in the dssam Gazette, dated 23rd March 1932.] .

320. Is Government aware that the Murarichand College, Sylhet, is the

College referred to in the above questions ? . . c

h321. Will Government be pleased to state thC]fEJ” p tartxiu(ia)rs ?Zus:::c”
at the re-openin i 22 ntioned in extract (a@) o estion
318 above% g of the College in July” me

322. Is. Government aware—

(#) That the aforesaid stress arose out of circumstances connect-
ed with the Civil Disobedience Movement ?
(t1) That the stress originated on account of the fact that there
was a strike of students on the 16th April, 1930 declared by
‘the students out of feclings due to imprisonment of Congress
- leaders and that their strike was continued on the re-opening
_of the College in July ? .

323. Do Government know that at the time of the aforesaid stress, the
Principal placed pickets from the members of the staff, two at each of the
main gates and two at the cross roads near the College ? (Vide paragraph
4 of Principal’s Memorandum No. 1596, dated the 9th July 1930, to the
Director of Public Instruction.)

324, Isit a fact that Babu Jatish Chandra Das refused to do this picket
duty which the Principa] wanted him to do exactly like the other members

of the staff ?

Fed

-
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325. Do Government know that at the time, the situation was substan-
tially the same at the Cotton  College, Gauhati, as at the Murarichand
College, Sylhet ? b

326. Will Government please state what the Principal and the staff
of the Cotton College did to meet the situation at the time ?

327. With rclerence to last sentence of extract () in question 318 above,
will Government be pleased to state—

(a) The exact amount saved by Government on account of the

e vacancy mentioned therein ?

(6) Thedate when the place fell - vacantrand®the sdateawhengthe
vacancy ended ?

328 1 alero e \ . f o

5-{;& \i"‘/_lthciwlbl “HCee 1o extract (b) of question 318 above, will Govern-
xrncnt “_,1:) Cdbe -0 state the exact date and month when the aforesaid
ngbuiu S services from July 1922 were dispensed with in course of session

’ 329-.1}\ (l}th l‘e-ferencc to Government statements quoted in question 318
AUVEy ‘él _overnment be pleased to state the date, official number and the
text ol Lovernmednt orders whereby the services of the officer concerned were
dispensed with ?

330. "VVL.m relerence to Government statements quoted in question 319
«.’:LbOVle;_. Wh_dt‘ 1s the date, olficial number and the text of the Principa.’s order
in which it is said ** twice disobeyed orders passed by the Principal of the
College”?

g 351, Are qucrumcnt aware that in answer to question 34(c) of the
Council Proceedings, printed in the Assam Gazette, dated 23rd March 193_2,
Government made a statement regarding the re-instatement of the aforesaid
Lecturer Lo the elfect that “ Government have not been shown any f.cts or
counsiderations whicih would Justity a reversal of their decision ” ?

The Hon’ble Maulav; MUNAWWARALI replied :

318.—Yes.
319.—Yes.
320.—Yes.

321.—Government do not propose to claborate the situation existing
at a period Mow nearly eight years past. ‘The hon. member has himself
sufficiently indicated the facts in a later question.
322.—The answer to b is i i
: ; oth par : Inatiyves
525—ves ° parts is in the affirmati
324.—Gover nment are not prepared to discuss matters which concern
the discipline of their officeys, |
325.—Yes.
gé?-——l he classes were closed while picketting continued.
‘ (cb;)——A‘pproxuneuely Rs. 1,458.
(6)—TIne 18y August 1930 and the 28th July 1931, respectively.
ol lst_Novcmber 1930. . : i
letter No. 26945 c:r; ol Government were issued to the Director in  their
to disclose the eyt :))r :jr:e Litn Augast 1930, Gavernmealaieapt.pTpparcd
330.—Ihe quesyj o Correspondence ia this case. .
the date, etc,, of 5. t“iun IS not quite clear. It the hon. member means
are NOL prepared to d:séjoqrders of tne Principal, Government regret that they
Trof e details of a disciplinary case, especially so

aller tne eve
lon alter l. nt. ;
L cr%;or, which was I‘Cjccr.ez orlhcm‘ was allowed an appeal to the then Go-
331.—Yes. alter 1ull consideration.
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Re'blockade of the Luha-Chura Khal under Police Station Tahirpur

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

332. Will Government please state whether the Hon’ble Minister in
charge of Local Self-Government Dzpartment got any representation, while
‘he was at ‘Sunamganj about the grievances ol th msnnd_s of v:]]:_lgcr:.: rc[;}ung
to the blockade of the Luha-Chura Khal under the Police Station Tahirpur
in the'subdivision of Sunamganj ? - )

333. Are Government aware that many village agriculturists residing
on the southern sides of the Luha-Chura Khal generally work for extracting
forest produce during the months of September, October and the last part
‘of November, when the route mentioned in t_iw fcpl‘f_ to my unstarred
question 1524 of the last August-September Session 1is dried up ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

332.—Yes. The Hon’ble Minister discussed the complaints with  the
Vice-Chairman of the Local Board.

333.—Yes. It was decided that the best course wouid be for the
Chairman of the Board to visit the place in the dry weather and see if any
compromise could be arranged between those who want the £hal opened and
those who want it closed. Government will enquire in due course what

results have been obtained.

‘Application -of ‘Badarpur villagers for supplying drinking water

Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY asked:

334, Isit a fact that an application of the villagers of Badarpur under
the Police Station Tahirpur for supplying drinking water has been received
by the Minister in charge of Local Self-Government Department ?

335. (a) If so, will Government please state 1pf any steps have been
taken to supply these villagers with drinking water

(6) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :

“334.—VYes,
335. (a)—The matter has been referred to  the .Subdivisional Officer,
Sunamgani, for action.
(b)—Does: not arise.

~ Babu ‘KARUNA SINDHU ‘ROY: Will Government 'be pleased to
Inquire into this urgent demand because the people will suffer again for want
of drinking water ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: We have already
referred the matter to the “Subdivisional Officer for action. It is the ‘Sub-
divisional Officer who deals with’ the money that we get from the Govern-
‘ment of India for supplying drinking water to the villagers. The petition
has been forwarded: to him for necessary action.

‘Babu ‘KARUNA SINDHU -ROY: Will Government be pleased to
send reminder to the Subdivisional Officer ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: All right we will
inquire and see what has been done about it.

.h
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'~ Construction of quarters for the Munsifs of Habiganj Civil Court

Babu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS asked:

336. Are Government aware that a large plot of land originally acquired-
near the Civil Court compound at Habiganj for construction of Munsifs’
quarters is lving still vacant ?

337. Will Government please state why the quarters for  the Munsifs-
at Habiganj are not yet constructed ?

. 338. Are Government aware that the three Munsifs at Habiganj reside
in private houses on hire ?

339. Isita tact that one of the Munsifs of Habiganj is living in the
house of an influential Zemindar who and whose co-sharers have got impor-
tant cases pending in that Court ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY replied:

336.—Yes.
337.—As a necessary result of the paucity of funds.
338.—Yes.

339.—Government have no information and unless the officer’s name is
given, they cannot make an inquiry.

Babu SHIBENDRA CHANDRA BISWAS: May I be allowed’ te
bring to the notice of the Hon’ble Minister that the Munsif referred to is the
fourth Munsif of Habiganj ? :

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: We will
make an inquiry into that.

Cost for maintaining the establishment of the Agricultural Staff
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

340. Will Government please state— ‘

(a) The percentage of the total cost of the Agricultural Depart-
mcfr%t?for maintaining the establishment of the Agricultural
staff ?

(6) The percentage of the expenditure for supplying different
varieties of improved seeds, manure, and’” implements to*the
cultivators ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY replied :

340. (a)—58 per cent.
(6)—16 per cent.

g Bulavic ABDUR RAHMAN : - Is.the: Hon’ble Minister. prepared:to
admit that 58 per cent. is.tog high in- consideration of the work: received
by tthhpeoplc‘ ?

¢ Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY:: Is.the hon
member asking for.an expression (}f‘!gi)iniong Sir ? le):

_ Ma‘ﬂ?“-A;BDURhRAHM AN.:  May I know what is.the. Government
view In this matter—whether the cost of maintaining the. staff is.tao high ?

The:Hon’ble:-Maulavi. ABD 1, MATIN CHAUDHURY :  The.staff

: -duties. besides: S S,
has t&i‘;l‘ﬁlfr Aﬁ‘ﬁislnﬁsi{lgs.sup Ilé'ing improved seeds and manures..

.- _ ' ]\dy.- qugstion‘_ 1S, Sjr, ‘what is:the
ercentage of the total cost of the Agricult Tienatiioents i 2l
lt)he cstabhs. hm ent Oi the a'griculhlral .slcuﬂ.,u?ra‘l 4 Par Gnt fQE w 3 w 2 d
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: The
answer is already given in the reply to question 310(a).

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: In regard to the answer to my ques-
tion No. 340(a) may I know whether Government admit that the cost of
maintaining the <taff is too high ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Govern-
ment do not admit that the cost is too high because I say that the staff has
other duties to perform. : '

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: As regards question 310(b) are
quergmcnt aware that ihe pr)wcr Ur l"l.l'l.(l [){'(JL]UC““” 11 the C')U.ﬂtl‘y 18
going down dav by day ?

nc'le Hon'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: I could
not understand wi : Lt -oduction’.

Maulavi Aﬁgﬁnﬁiﬁakr}{md II,:nr-:m to say whether (_;()_\tc!‘nmcm
llmog tl;a.t productive capacity of the land is going 1o be diminished day
by day ? : ’

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: That may
be the case Sir.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Are Government prepared to spend
more money in this con ThokEn . )

The Hon'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY :  Colgey
ment is always anxious to spend as much money as they can afford for the
tmprovement of the lands of the province.

. Maulavi ABDUR RAHVIAN: May
18 prepared to malke necessary arrangements for |

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATI

the resources available, Government is trying to

(1st Ma

we know whether Government
)1’(;'."1din_f_§ the cost ?
N CHAUDHURY: With

do their best.
Total number of road mileage under Habiganj Local Board

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

.- 341, Wil Government be pleased to state—
~ (@) The total number of road mileage
Board ? i - 1

(6) What is the communication grant Or G';\-m:--n‘::ftnitnt‘i‘)tg? giéltl

. : . Local Board in 1937-38 and what was i ;Lnn::,c:d Bo'lrc-l  (-&0 !

mea342: Is it a fact that the communication grant i)r 10 }g‘airl‘1{n ?13 Y
gre in COnéidératio f th h of ileages it has LO e !

343, n of the length of mul€as™> .- " . ual to the grant of

under Habiganj Local

The Hon’ble Rev, J. J- M. NICHOLS-ROY rcplied H 3
. _34"1;‘ .(a)'—ACcnr'ding to the Annual Report for 1936-37...290°91 milé§, &
© 342 __(_bl'"“Rs- 11,650 and Rs. 22,000 respectively. :

cover- . rnment regret that the
L:ave not the mearlthe whole cost of the roads. Guve g y

able In the SoVerment hope, if the finances of the Province improve, to be
i ; ‘ture to-incr rant. 3 g
‘Maulavi  ABpgR ﬁi{%}; A%an Are Government aware that the road
communications to the Northern part of Habiganj subdivision is very bad ? ‘s
~The Hon’ble Rev.. J- J. M. NECHOLS-ROY :- What does that sup.
plementaty question'velate to'f; -~ .. .. . n o ool Lo

i

he grant is made for improvement of communications, and is not °

18 to give the local boards larger granis at present. “IGE

38 D-TI-J?"l!.J‘J‘:L!; eagsanis.
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a ?!:I)a;ﬂavi ABDUR RAHMAN: I think it comes under both (a)

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It may be so, Sir.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May Iknow whether Government is
prepared to give special consideration for the improvement of the communi-
cations of the Northern part of the Habiganj subdivision ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The case of Habiganj
local board will be considered along with the case of all the other 1gca'_‘1
boards in the province.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Isit a fact that from rural uplift grant
Habiganj subdivision has not received a farthing ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: If the hon. member
means by Rural Uplift Grant the money that is granted by the Govern
ment of India then I can say that amount is not given at all o th-
local boards. It is in the hands of the district officers who spend thc
amount according to the necessity of each area. e

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Is Government prepared to sanction h
grant or give a loan ? at

The Homn’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Governme
willing to give grant to local boards but there are no funds (laughter)

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: May we know  wheen
Habiganj is going to be made a special case ? ) er

The Hon’bic Rev. J. j. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Not in th
the hon. member wants that it should be made a special case.

nt js very

€ sense that

Inclusion of Assamese as second langnage for the B. A. s

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :
e is not included in the list of princj
?l?éesca]cutta University and not taught a;;a.i

i Ben ali ¢
like Beng d to state whether Govern-

i acr that Ass
344. (a) Isita facr
subjects in the B. A. course of

2 CO'LlrSC
S

SCCOIld lanq'u.clﬁuf: 11n t}l( al(]

b IFSO, ‘Ulll GOUC[‘I‘I]H{:HI E}e Iilease

() 5‘ tter -
[[lent Il ve tl I [+ a

he Calcutta University ?
language in the B. A. cours€ of t sity ?
nised as a second languagt &

' : WWARALI replied :
. The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNA
The from the GXvernmcnt of Bengal
: -ed to accept Assamese as a princi-
snds Fmiversity is now prepare. schedule to
indicates that the Universt irse like Bcnga]i. Ifrgvcd ewill b be p&accd
pal subject for the B: A. gout rent gession 18 app Possible to X
before thé Assembly at the cur™ oo for the B. A. course.
teach Assamese as a second languas ircadY stated.
; (®)—--Yes, with the result @
34 (¢)—Does not arise. bl to $aY 1 ' .
- 345.—Government are unable ! . The reply is * Government -
Srijat MAHI CHANDRA BORA: rnment is
are unable to-say.”” May I know why Gove $0 unable itO :
o e R - . ) .
4 The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWW ARALIL: VBC(‘}?\-}_IS&._‘_ t-l_lcrt: are mo-
records in our office to indicate ‘that. & :

. ived
.. 344, (a)—A reference recently receve
2 s
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Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Did Government make any
attempt to get it from the University ?

The: Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: If the hon. member
so desires; I shall enquire.

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA : I desireit, Sir.
Registration and issue of license plates to bullock carts in both
; Municipal and Urban areas

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL asked :

346. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) Who is responsible for the registration and issue of license plates:
to bullock carts in both Municipal and Urban areas ?

( ho is responsible for seeing that all carts carry their license:
plates, also lamps after dark ?

(¢) Whether the Police have full powers to ensure that all carts
carry license plates, also lamps after dark, both in Municipal
and Urban areas ?

(@) Whether it is a fact that in some parts of the Province carts
move about without license plates, or lamps after dark ?

(¢) Whether it is a fact that in such areas the Police state that they
have no authority in the matter ?

(f) Ifso, do Government propose to take steps in the matter for
the protection of the public ?

(&) Do Government propose to consider an amendment to the
existing Motor Vehicles Act whereby not only Motor
Vehicles but Ticca gharris, bullock carts and bicycles may
also be brought under the one source of Registration and
general administration ?

| The Hon’hle Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY replied :
=20, (g)-'—-'l:he Municipal Board or Town Committee.
Gofnm'ltte( )—The general responsibility lies upon the Board or Town
& € Acreference is invited to Section 318 of the Assam: Municipal
which it WQI—I;A reference is invited to Sections 318 and 319 of the Act, from
and regulata ©seen that the duties and powers of the police are defined
S Municipaliy €ction 319 gives power to the Police to deal with offences
cart withoyt a.l:ﬁ, and Small Towns, e.g., under Section 126 for driving a

without a Ty mber plate or under.a municipal bye-law. for. driving a cart

£
f(d)‘,—-—Yesfught'
(e)

o ¥/ —Gover : f such a st i

Rile 3 : ‘°rnment are not:aware.of such a statement by the Police.
pcnalt)??‘oirzr??fj under the Assam Local Sell-Government Act provides a.
Highways Aci"lng a cart without a light. The rules under the Assam
Pilice onercic. 1928-, deal with the use of lights on Government roads. The
Local Self-Goyer 20 Powers under the Criminal Procedure Code, but the

pAWeDS.to. the Polr_lment Act and Highways Actdo not convey any special
tioh of the To, 1lce. he requirement of'a number-plate for.carts  is:at the.
S ctisis Snm g al boards, since no provision has been made on this point in.
ECHONS 92 10 52C of the Local Self-Government Act. . '
(f }—Gove

Tnment will enquire into the matter.

-nate the:rules regarding
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{g)—Not as at present advised. Government considered whether

:all' forms of ‘vehicular traffic should be brought within the scope of the

Motor Taxation Bill, and decided against this suggestion. :

Col. ‘A. B. BEDDOW : In reply to (d) Government state
that they are aware that in some parts of the province carts move about
without license plates, or lamps after dark. Will Government take steps
to prevent this practice ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : In some parts of the
province, Sir, carts have no license plates. In these parts the local
boards have the responsibility and asyet they have madeno rules. We
shall refer the matter to the local boards.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : What about lights, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: According to rule
283 of the Local Self-Government Act, every vehicle should have a light
and the police have the power to report against anyone driving -a cart
without a light.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: When Government admit that
some c%rts are plying without light have they already taken steps in the
matter ?

The Hom’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : This is the first time
the -matter has been brought to the notice of’ Government.

‘Col. ‘A. ‘B. BEDDOW: In reply to (¢), Sir, Government say
“The requirement of a number plate for carts is at the option of the
local boards.” Will Government take steps to make it compu!sory ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : According to the rules
it is the local board who will frame rules for providing these license plates
and Government can only refer the matter to them and ask them to
frame rules for the purpose.

Col. A. B. BEDDOW: Will Government  consider the
question of revising their decision against bringing all forms of vehicular
traffic under one head and one Bill ?

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The difficulty in
revising this order of the previous Government is this. The taxation over

‘carts are for the local bodies. Only mechanically propelled vehicles come

under the Provincial List.  Therefore, Government found it difficult
to have a Provincial Act to take away the powers given to the local bodies by
the Local-Self Government Act and the Assam Municipal Act. According
to these Acts the local bodies are the authorities who have the power to
tax carts.

‘Mr. F. W, HOCKENHULL: Will Government favourably consider

'the question of revising this ? Because if they do then the Police will be

able to regulate all forms of vehicles.

The tion’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Ido not think itis
necessary. The police can deal with this case in regard to lights without
amending these Acts—I mean the Local Self-Government Act and the
Assam Municipal Act. So it is not necessary to bring all the carts under

‘the same category as the mechanically propelled vehicles which have been

brought under the Power of the Provincial Guvernment by the Assam

:Motor Taxation ‘Act.

Mr. F. 'W. HOCKENHULL : Will the Hon’ble Minister take it
from me that in the interests of safety something should be done to co-ordi-

: all vehicl hich are moving especially at nights' ?
The Hon’ble Rev. j, ‘]_);;_S glcﬂoLS-ROY: We shy i

M Eonslis all look into
K5 19 S Ty
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N a ive individual maintains a
RAHMAN: If a private mdn_udu 1] in
bulloﬁa‘fl:?r‘tdfoﬁlli)sugrsonal use is he liable for taxation for obtaining

liccn’srchzlgltg;,?lﬂe Rev. J. J. M. NICAOLS-ROY: That does not arise.

i i hall reply. .
i l"i'};zul';;‘:;?l;tl;n:hles ;PEAII)(YER: Next question.

Mr. J. B. Rowntree, Deputy Conservator of Forests

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asked :

347. (a) Is the Hon’ble }'Iinisfc‘r in thﬂll‘gc O.f Forests .;E\:réxrc: thlat
Mr. J. B. Rowntree, Deputy Conservator o otLSlf,,' was  notitic _in the
Assam Gazette of the 22nd Dccmlnl)cr, '}937 to hold charge of the Kamrup

ivision on return from leave :
e D“(’bs)wlf so, will Government pli:asc state— _ )
(i) When the leave of Mx_. ll{OWnt.rCC C-‘P{rcd :

(11) When Mr. Rowntree joined his duty ? ‘

(i) Whether the notification meationed N question 347(a) above
cancelled by subsequent notification in (he Assamn Gageit
of the 26th January 1938 posting Mz, Rowntredtis
Shillong as an attached officer (o the Dircction Dyvisiontl

(iv) For what specitic work and reasons and [y, bow 1608

L Mr. Rowntree has been appointed as an attached feel

of the Direcuon Division ? _

() What work Mr. Rowntrec has performed in ha; capacity ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHUR} replied :

347. (a)—Yes. :

(&) (1)—8th January 1938.

(12)—13th January 1938.
(1ii)—Yes. _

(iv)—Mr. Rowntree on return to India could not join the Kamrup
Division for reasons of health for which he hes been grangey leave for R0
months from 18th January 1938. He was attached to the Dil‘cction Division
and posted to Shillong from 13th to 17th January 1933 during which time

he was under medical observation.

(v)—Does not arise.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Did or did not Mr, Rowntree on his
arrival in India inform Government that he is not in a fit state of health to
join duty ?

J The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I do not
know that, Sir. He joined duty on the 8th January and applied
immediately afterwards. _

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Did he join on the 8th ?

The Hon’ble Srijat ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDAURL: igis jeave
expired on the 8th, I beg your pardon, Sir.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAM : My question is whether Mzr., Rowntree
informed Government on his arrival in India that he js not in a fit state of
health to join duty ? B

The Hom’ple Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI ; Yes, some-
time after his arrival he informed Government,

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Then, Sir, did he seek permission to
join at Shillong instead of at Gauhati ?

for leave
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The Hon'ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: He joined

at Shillong under the orders of Government. :

'~ Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : From the previous Gazette notification

it appears that he had to join at Kamrup on the 8th. ~ What special reasons

led Government to, allow this particular, officer to join at Shillong only for

four days ? ' ’ ' ' ST

' ' The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The reply

is given under (iv) that it was for medical reasons. ,

_ Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA: Will Government be prepared to

“extend the same kindness towards other officers ?

The Hon'ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Of course.

Under similar circumstances, S mracel]
- Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Why did not Government
grant leave to' Mr. Rowntree soon after his arrival in India when it wag
found that he was not in good health ? BT T,
_ The Hon’bie Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: I thipk
there is a confusion. Mr. Rowntree’s leave expired on 8th and ‘he joined
fis duty on 13th and then tlie notification was issued wherein it has' beep
Clearly stated that Mr. Rowntree on relurn to India ‘could not join the
Kamrup Division for reasons of health. He was attadhcd to the Direction
Division and posted to Shillong from 13th' to' 17th January during whicly
time he was under medical observation. s Sk i S e
 Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : There is no confusion jip our
minds but there is a confusion in the mind of the Hon’ble Minister. My
question is why did not Governmen't grant him leave as ‘soon as he arrived
ere and informed Government that he was not keeping good health ? 5

The Hon'ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: He aryyeq
here on 13th and leave was granted from 18th. I think not much time wyg
Jost in granting him lcave. ' Toad B ' \
' Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALT AHMED; On what grounds was pe kept
on duty at Shillong for four days from 13th to 17th, when Govelfnmcnt knew
that he was ill and could not join his post in Kamrup ? =t

The Hon'ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:
humanitarian grounds, ' . '

Mzx. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED ; Will not the tax payerg suffer
a loss in view of the fact that the travelling allowances will have to pe paid
to Mr. Rowntrée only because he was allowed to join his duty for foy, dayg
though he could not do any work ? g '
~ The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: N much
loss was incurred. ST ] = T ! ‘

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED; Will he not claim travelling.
allowance, from Gauhati to Shillong and back ? ' 5
' The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI:_ Yes.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED ; ~ Will not thereby Governme
suffer a loss ? F i AN nt
p th;fthe Hon'ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI; vy,
: Particular item is concerned. T .

My, FAI{HRUDDIN i - Is that the wa
BAve feen wasting the Publi?f‘nlo;:Hl?: ot i dheir trustP
) e Honéble ‘Swrijut 'ROHI‘l%I %UNIAR CHAUDHUR] . 1
§ntelgfit Of_'l_“pulzhc Service such consideration has to be shown at timeg ST

r. FAKHR UDDIN ALY AHMED': Isnot the interest of the publ;
s : A 1c

taken into consideration ?

The Hon’hle Srijut ROmHNT KUMAR CHAUDHURY. ertain]
Anly

is in the in‘eres U e
It lsho ]t]g!e}n)l eie>t of public S€rvice that such officers when found in dip Y
ty’ S 1 D¢ hl ]‘DFd h},’ G()\.’C]-nn]ent h Rl e, ST ICUI.-

s SO far

GO\rerrlmth
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Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : What was the difficulty, Sir ? :

The Hon’ble Srijut RCHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: In this
case the officer had to come to Shillong for medical reasons. And as
soon as he was put under medical observation it was found that he could

not work and therefore he was granted leave. If as a result ol the obscrva-
tion he was found fit to work in this Division, Government would not have
sustained the loss.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE: Was there no competent
medical man ar Gauhati for his examination ? )
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: There are
not as much facilities at Gauhati as at Shillong. )
Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: Was a spccial post created for
Mr. Rowntree to bring him up to Shillong ? ) ‘
The Hon’ble Srijut RCHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: No.
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOCKERJEE: In that casc Mr. Rowntree
- could have been granted leave before he came to India.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Is not the Hon'ble Minister
aware that Mr. Rowntree would get more lcave salary by this arrangement
than what he would have got, if he had been given leave straight way ?

The Hon’bie Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Ido not
know what the figure would come up to exactly. But the wlole positon
has been fully explained to the hon. member that he was brought here for
medical reasons and put under medical observation. As I said, it as a
result of the medical observation he was found fit to work in this Division
there weuld have been no loss to the Government at all.

Mr. FALHRYUDDIN ALI AGMOD: I want to know whether

‘overnment are anare that Mr. Kowntree would now get more leave salary
than what he would have oot it he had not been allowed to join his duty
for fur days. : |

rhe Ben’ble Srijut ROIIINI EUMAR C;’.I;’s,ij.ux:u;':;i : I'hat may
be 5o because he would have gone on medical leave and wotld Lave got full
Pay. ) )

Mr. FAEHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: I want a ruling, Sir, whether
the Hon’ble Muuster can make evasive replies and should not reply ¢« yes
or ““ ng >’

The Han'ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDIURI: 1 am pet
bound 16 reply “ yes >’ or “ no”. The hon. member neced not mdu]gc in
24 luxury of "a cross examination here. Sy o]

Mr. b ASHRUDDIN A8 ARMED : My question is whether Goyern-
o e e S .

Khan Babadur M rniavi KERAMAT ALI: My hon. friend is making
= Speecin (Laughter) .

fie ilon’ble the SPEZAKER :  Next quesiion.

Rice and Oil Mill Tactories in Assamm
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BORGOAEI asked :

348, win the Hon’ble Min'ster for Indus'ries be pleased to furnish a

stateme 3 . ; p . B o
atement in the enclosed form showing the details as specified therein p

whiagioziad

“ddns

L

i--_ﬂl‘i"hQ..._,_.

.

<

10301

FORM A

STATEMENT OF Rice AnD O1L MiLis 1N Assam, 1937
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per maund

11
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paddy pur-
chased per

maund

10

of
rice

Quantity| Quantity
of
paddy

exported | exported

of rice
produced
in 1937

Quantity

Quantity of
raddy pur-
chased
during

1937

for rice

Working
and oil

wy

Oil or
steam
driven

Name

of pro-
prietor

Name
of
the mill

district where
it is situated

Name of the
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The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY replied:

348.—The information readily availauble is given below.

As regards v

other details the result obtained will not be commensurate with the time and

labour involved in the compilation.

Information asked for in some of the

columns are of a confidential nature, which the proprictors might not like to

supply.

List of Rice and Gil Mill Factories in Assam for the year ending 1937

Name of the
district where it is

situated

Lakhimpur ...

Sibsagar

Darrang
Goalpara

NOV’«’gOHg

Kamrup

e

A

b =

DY b

S whe

Name of the Mill

Narungrai Udairam Lakhinipur
Oil Mills.

. Tinsukia Rice and Oil Mills
. Bastern Assam Rice and Oil

Mills.

. Barbarua Rice Mili

Rampatdass Rameswar Oil ;\Iil'l“

The Khemani Rice and Flour
Mills.

Udairam Ghanasyamdass Rice

and Oil Mills.

. Lakhivaral Rice and Oil Mills ...
. The Ramkumar Kamakhyaprasad

Sibsagar Rice and Oil Mills.
Harakchand Radhakishan Rice
‘and Flour Mills.
Khemka Rice Mill

Sree Ganesh Oil and Rice Mill ...
Sree Durga Rice Mill ... e

Nanakram Binjraj Rice Miil
Dulani Rice Mill .

Badulal Gobardhan Rice Mill

. Chaparmukh Rice Mill
. Dashram Mirzamall Rice Mill ...
. Ramlall Onkaramall Rice Mill...
. Gangabishun Motilall Rice Mill

. Nowgong Rice Mill |
. Prahladrai Mirzamall Rice and

Oil Mill.
Mahabir Qil and Rice Mil] -
Sree Radhkrishna Oil and Rjce

Mill. .

Sonairam Fulchand’s Rice and

Qil Mill.
Dashuram Mirzamall

Ulr oha i
Rice Mill, nobari

Werking for Rice
and Oil
Oil.

Rice and Oil
Rice and Oil.

Rice.
Onl.
Rice and Flours.

Rice and Oil. o

Ditto.
Ditto.

Rice and Flour.
Rice.

Uil and Rice.
Rice,

2

22

7 [
Y !
¥] |
33

32

kice and Oil.

Ditto,
oo
Ditto.
Ditto. ;
Rice. 1

Name of the Working. for Rida
district where it is Name of Mill and Oil
situated

. Ramnarain Mirzamall Oil and
Rice Mill.

. Dhanuka Oil and Flour Mills ...

. Bansidhar Muralidhar Rice Mill

Kamrup—concld, 4

5

6

7. Joinarain Sonehiram Rice Mill...
8

9
10

Oil and Rice.
Rice and Flour,
Rice.
. Sagarmall Rice Mill ... z
. Lalchand Ramdeo Rice Mill ...
. Sreemanta Rice Mills ...
11. Ganapatrai Mangilall Rice Mill
12. Nagarmall Gaurisankar Rice Mill
13. Prahladrai Seetaram Rice Mill ...
14. Kishandayal Rice Mill
15. Lahiri Rice Mills s
16. Sewnarain Onkaramall Rice Mill
17. Chutiapara Mill
18. Kanhaiyalall Biswanath Rice W%
Mill.
19. Sorupeta Rice Mill

»
P
»
»
EY)
»
3
i
15
Y

20. Kamakhyaprasad Aga:x:':vala Rice ::
Mill.

21. Rameswar Gopiram  Moscora e
Rice Mill.

22. Rampratap Gordhandas Rice A
Mill.

23. Gauridutta Rukmananda Rice

»

Mill.
24. Nagarmall Gajadhar Oil and

Oil and Rica
Rice Mill. Rice.

~hz 1. Jesraj Rampratap  Sewsankar Rice,
Gl Rice Mill.
Sylhet 1. Sree Govindeo Ghanasyamdass Oil,

Oil Mill Company.
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : May I draw the attention of ghe
Hon’ble Minister to the statement conta‘mcd in Form A and ask whether hé
-4 not in a position to give the mformgtlon called for under columpg 8 and 9
1 rding the quantity of paddy and rice exported from the millg,
rcgaThe Hon'ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY .
hon. member will sce that Government had to take a good dea] of pain
and trouble in replying to these questions and some of the_m could not be
answered because the mill owners would not supply those informatjong,
Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN GHAUDHUR[: It
has been stated that there is only one (?11 .nnll i the district of Sylhet
May I know, Sir, where is this Sree Gobindeo Ghanasyamdagg oil mill
ituated ?
e Srijut "LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: My question h
answered. May I know whether the Hon’ble Minister is not
to give the information asked for under columns 8 and 9 ?

sccrecy in that 7

As the

as not been
I a position
Is there any

S E— £
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The Hon'’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUZHURY : Govern-
ment has made every attempt to answer the question and has tried to supply
as much information “as was possible. As for the information regarding
exported rice and paddy, probably the mill owners are unwilling to give
out that information.

Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : If an attempt was made, I think,
the information could have been obtained.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOGKERJEE : 1 think the Income-tax officer
can’help the Hon’ble Minister in this respect.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
I\_{aY I now in which Subdivision is this Sree Govindeo Ghanasyamdass
oil mill is established ?

. The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: In the
distrtct of Sylhet.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABEIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: Is
there no other oil mill in the district ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHZUDHURY : So far as
our information goes there is only one oil mill in the district of Sylhet. 4

. Khan S$a3hibh Maulavi MUDABRIR HUSSAIN CJAUDHURI:
Will ? the Hon’ble Minister take it from me that this information is
incorrect ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY : Without
€r enquiry I am not prepared to accept the statement as correct.

Will oo Sehib Maulavi MUDABE‘-IR? HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:
€ Hon’ble Minister make an enquiry

fe Hon’hle I;I/}gﬁ;al;?ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: Yes,
an  Sahib Maulavi MUDABEBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI:

[1st MAR;

furth

.“\‘.hcn ?
- The Hon’bie Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY: After the
8¢t session,
M Mz, BAIDYANATH MCOXKERJEE: May I request the Hon’ble
Imster that when they make enquiries they will make thorough enquiries ?
o The Homhle Mantavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURY:  Wacn
OvVernment make enquiries they make thorough enquiries.
. Khan §ihib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI :
3:11 wernm-~nt make a thorough enquiry before they give the
Swer ?

The Hoﬁ’ble the SPEAKER: Hon. member will make a standard
°f thoroughness.

Strength of the Constabulary in all districts of the Assam Valley
Srijut RAMNATH DAS asked:

349, Will Government be pleased to state—
(@) The strength of the Constabulary district by district of all the
districts of the Assam Valley ?
(6) The number of the Constabulary in each district of the Valley
belonging to the scheduled castes ?

repu;léhe Hon’hle Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA

.

3 ;
19-(”)&(_”)-~Two statements are laid on the table.

it
i
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349.(a)—

Sanctioned strength Actual Strength
Al Al

Name of district ;\rmcd Unarmed Tota rArma.:cl Unarmed Toa
Branch Branch Branch  Branch

Goalpara ... 119 203 322 119 199 318
Kamrup ... 114 244 358 114 239 353
Lakhimpur 163 229 392 161 227 388
Sibsagar ... 154 184 338 154 184 338
Darrang ... 99 154 253 96 148 244
Nowgong 89 135 224 86 135 221
Garo Hills 44 44 ... 42 42

349.(b)—

Number of constables
belonging to the
scheduled castes

Name of district e

Armed Unarmc::l—\ Total

Branch Branch
Goalpara ... 3 3
Kamrup ... 2 2
Lakhimpur iz 2 2
Sibisagar v - 2 2
Darrang 6 6
Nowgong ... .
Garo Hills

Number of persens dispensed with from the temporary polic: force
in pursuance to the cut effected in the Budget estimate for 1937-38

Babu LALIT MOHAN KAR asked :

350. Will Government be pleased to lay on the table a statement in a
tabular form showing the names and designations of persons of the temporary
police force whose services were dispensed with in pursuance to the cut
effected in the Budget estimate for 1937-38 under grant No.12.—Major
Head—29 —Police, Minor Head—Criminal Investigation Department, as
also the amount of saving made thereby ?

351. (a) Will Government be pleased to state whether any of the
parsons whose services were thus dispensed with have, simultaneously or
subsequently, been absorbed u the same Department or any other Depart-
ment ¢

(b) If the reply to question 35l(a) is in the affirmative, will
Guvc_mmcnt be pleased to lay ou the table a statement 1 a tabular form
skowing the names of such persons, the Departments the” now belong to, the
ﬂﬁs;g;}:aén-ons of ths office they now held and the salarics thcy‘ now draw, as
Eun L;u:rmunt of increase in expenditure, if any, in such Departments

Y such abSOI‘ptmn »

The I‘Ion:b
replied : fe Maulavy; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
350 & 35
temporary Pul‘i)(;lcl 1{32‘ & (b)—The services of officers or men of the
drawn lrom the Disn‘i;t“ifrc. dispensed with. They were all officers and men
on the abolition of the chUhce’ where they had liens on permanent posts. So
MPorary fLrce, thev reverted to the District Police,
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Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: In answer to this qucstl:on it is sfated:
that— the services of officers or men of the temporary Police force were,
dispensed with. They were all officers and men drawn from Fl}c District
olice, where they had liens on permanent posts. So'on"thc abolition of the,
temporary force, they reverted to the District  Police . Bl:t here in the,
®Xplaratory note to supplementary demand No.6 it is stated—* Government
accepted the decision of the Assembly and decided to abolish this temporary.
Staff as soon as possible. Efforts were, however, made to absorb the person-
nelin other vacancies, but in particular cases where the incumbents could
0ot be 50 absorbed they had to be given the usual notice of three months
cfore discharge .  Now {rom the later statement it appears that some of
them haye alfeady been discharged from service wh_c:c':u In the former
Statement j¢ af)pcars that all of them reverted to the District Police, May I
*MOW which statement is correct ?
Both Statements are correct. In this reply I have not included typists and
FOPYists of this department, who have been retrenched, but one of them has
Since beep employed, in the Assam Rifles. They do not form the regular
Ckce of the Criminal Inyestigation Department.

) Mauléwi'ABDfUR RAHMAN: Isit nota fact that some Shorthand
Writers, during the Civil Disobedience movement, were engaged in the Police
~CPartment a5 5 temporary measurc ? _

Thi The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD .SAADULLA :
P8 1s ap entirely new question, Sir. :
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI i Order, order,
ir £ Javi ABDUR RAHMAN ;. May T draw the agtention of ghe
Chajy to the fact whether the Khan Bahadur is entitled to say, order order ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order.
aulav; ABDUR RAHMAN: Ona point of order, Sir.,
he Hon’ble the SPEAKER ! V\fh.qy o'rdc;; ?
s l\gaulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: I wantto Iknow from the Chair whe-
c'hailt- bc Kh.a{"l Bahadur is enti‘tlccal, to function the duties of the Hroln’b:l_c‘
S Y calling « Order, order.” ? 3 i
The Hon’pie the SPEAKER : Certainly not,
Maulay; ABDUR RAHMAN : Is it not imprudent, Sir ?
gt licgys CATDYANATH MOORERIEE: O men areglways engiled

STARRED QUESTIONS

(To which oral answers were given)

timcne Hon’ble the sP EAKER : Now, there are g cight minutes’
ot he other day [ told  the hon. members that hon, members would do
© Yemain in (heyy seats when their questions are called out, )

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : I very much regret, sy

mem.};?ri f‘fﬂn’ble the SPEAKER : The other day 71 gistinctly_ told hon,
answereg 1.1 t I would not allow any flf)ll- member to have his question
Starred | u(e a subsequ(mt time a_r’tffi" they are called. However, 1 allow
hon, mcq Stt’oz_ls to be answered which were not called out by reason of the
' ”’.}“‘F‘S absence from the House.
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Revenue realised by Forest Department in Cachar:

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asgked :

*104. Will Government be pleased to state—
(a) The conditions under which Forest villagers hold lands within
the Forest Reserves in Cachar ?
() The revenue realized by the Forest Department from Forest
villages during the years 1934-37, year by year and Reserve
by Reserve ?

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI Teplied :

104. (a)—The hon. member is referred to the rules in Chapter 8 at
page 82 of the Assam Forest Manual, Vol. I, a copy of which is op the

Library table, The revenue for the land given to a forest villager in Cachar
15 On¢ anna and three pies Per bigha.

(b)—A statement is Jajg on the table.

Statement referred lo in reply to starred question  No. 104(b) but by Agy.

Kumar Chanda ‘ Arun

Statement showing amount of land revenue realised in. Qagy

Division

Year Name of Range Name of Reserve A?;::lunr:;m:‘{e

Rs. 5 p.

1934-35 .., ... Sonai I. L. Reserve, Sonai 729 13 0
1935-36 ... o Ditte ... Ditto 8414
1936-37 ... « Ditto. .. Ditto 596 4 o
1934-35 ... Lakhipur Upper and Lower 127 4 4

Jiri.

1935-36 Ditto . Ditto 42 5
1936-37 | Ditto Ditto 128 , 0
1934-35 ... o Matijurg Katakhal 632 o 0
1935-36- .., Ditto Ditto 735 19 3
1936-37 .., e Ditto Ditto e 34980 9 0
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Closure of Sharapardhala in Jaldhup Circle (Karimganj Subdivision)

Maulavi MABARAK ALI asked :

¢ Sha-

*105. (a) Are Government aware of the fact thal'.t'thc CIflf:rf)r?lf;; St

rapardhala ”’ in Jaldhup circle (Karimgan] §Pbd1v13{9n),mUCh it it
outlet from “ Langai river ** to * Musia Haor ™ 1s causing

ence to th blic in general ? . B
; (I?Jl)'l )I;o Gogvcrnment propose to re-excavate either “Haudorkhal

S : 2
: . : ence T
or “ Tekoikuna Khal * in this year to remove this inconveni
(¢) If so, when ?
(d) If not, why not ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied :

105. (¢)—No. On a reference to the E}gc::utixfe Enginc_er, th;;.t oi;icgl-'
reports that no such complaint was ever received either by him or the Su
divisional Officer.

(6)—No. .
. Efl%—]]gg:;uzgt(}f\i?nment is not aware ofany inconvenience
being caused ‘to the public.

Post of an Eurcpean Traffic Sergeant for the Lakhimpur District

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA asked:

*114. Has the attention of Government been drawn to an advertise-
ment in the columns of the Statesman of February 1, 19_38,_ under the
name of the Assistant to the Inspector General of Police, inviting appli-
cations for the post of an European Traffic Sergeant for the Lakhimpur
District ?

. F115. (@) Will Government please statc whether the post
sald Traffic Sergeant is ear-marked for a foreigner ?
(6) If so, since when and why ?

of the

jihe Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
replied ;

114, ¥es.

115, (a)—The post is open to European British subjects only,

- (b)—-The post has been created at the instance of the Govern-
ment of_India to Sdlzure better control over motor traffic gq a5 to check
overloading. It will e filled up with effect from the st April 1938 and
the cost met from the Petrol fund.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Arewe to und
Sergeants are not able to control traffic ?

h The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The ‘ecommendation of the Government of India, who are paying for the
Post, 13 that an experienced mechanical hand who had served in the Army
ged European soldier with knowledge of motor mechanics
ven preference. We had to obey these orders, '

erstand that Indjan

should be gj

1938.] QUESTIONS 617

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Did Government make any repre-
sentation on behalf of Indian Sergeants ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : - We
did not, because they are paid by the Central Government. ; i

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Is the amount being paid by
way of charity ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir I\ﬁ_UHANIMAD SAADULLA : No,
Sir ; no charity comes in here. :

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOL©OI: Has not this amount been shown
in the Budget ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The amount comes from the Petrol Fund. , o

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Is not the Hon’ble Mlmg.ter
prepared to make a recommendation to the Central bGr()\rt:rlmle:tr1ct1 ?agam;st
their recommendation that a European Sergeant is to be appointed ?
- The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: No,

ir. '

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : May I take it that no compe-

tent Indian can be found to control traffic ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
do not admit that.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMMED :
representation to the Central Government ?

The Homn’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
that case they may withdraw the amount. - {

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Will not Traffic Habildars dg
as in Silchar ? 3

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
May, possibly do.
Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : How does Government stand to
lose ? ‘

The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
Because the greater railway revenue accrues to centre there is more ch|a_ncc
for usto get a share. This year we are getting about 3 lakhs. ‘This ig
under the Neimeyer Report.

What is the harm in making a

Discussion on expenditure charged wupon the revemues of the
Province

The Hon'ble the SPEAKER : Now the next item of business, Dis.

cussion of estimates of expenditure charged upon the revenues of the

B
V1

nce, other than estimates relating to expenditure referred to in Paragraph
(@) of sub-section (3) of section 78 of the Act.

Babu KAMINT KUMAR SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I should Jike
make a few observations with rcga.-rd to the expenditure that hag beéﬁ
charged ip connection with the galaries of Hon’ble Mlnls'tcgz‘s. Before T e
80 may I have some information from the Hon’ble Chief Minister ?

My questions are—Wheth 2eh fixed th

sy o er the Act by which we fixed the
Ministers is still in force. SCCOndl; whcat iZ the rate of salaries of the Present
Ministers. When we passed the Act, there were five Ministers, A Present

there are six. May we know the e d' sl
» 2 5 their salaries and also wh
old Act is still in force rate of ether the

salarieg of



618 DISGUSSION ON CHARGED EXPENDITURE  [lst Mar.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes,
Sir, the old Act is still in force ; but the present Ministry is not drawing
salary at the maximum rate that was laid under the Act We are drawing
a little less. _ . -
, ... Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : Wec like to know, Sir, what is the
present rate of salary of the Hon’ble Ministers ?
Babu RABINDRA NATiH ADITYA : It is confidential.

. The Homn’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHSAMMAD SAADULLA,:
There is nothing confidential. My hon. friend can go to the Comptrollcrs
office and get the figures.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : Sir, under what provision

CAan _;hc Hon’ble Chief Minister vary the salary which is provided in the
ct:

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Undpr the same provision by which our Hon’ble Speaker i: not drawing the
‘maximum according to the Act passed.

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN : Si;, my question has not been
answered. If it is not confidential, then I would like to know what is the
rate of salary fixed for the Hon’ble Ministers.

Th_e Hom’ble Mawlavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA '
here i nothing confidential as I said: The Chief Minister, from the
Teconstitution of the Cabijnet is drawing Rs.2,350, the Revenue Minister
agd the Ministey in-charge of Medical and Public Health, Rs.1,400, the
Ed.uc.:auon Minister and the Minister of Agriculture Rs.1,300 and the
nister of Registration and General Rs.750,

. Mr, BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : May we know, Sir, why is th1s
dlffCrcnec?

. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA *

3M not bound to answer that, Sir.
Bahw

I should like to
t saysj (41
chi-slaturc

INI KUMAR SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in this connectio™
refer you to section 51(3) of the Government of India A.ct;'
the salaries of the Ministers shall be such as the Provin":'il'
may from time to time by Act determine, and, until the Provint)
S0 determine, shall be determined by the Governor : Provid®},
I like to | ary of'a Minister shall not be varied during his term of Ofﬁcc-”
e, bco Y particular stress on the wo’rds ‘from time to time " and Shat
scctionv?}flcd during his term of office ’. It seems f-om a reading of thac
salary of t?: with th? reconstitution of the M_lmstry the old Act fixing th
hat the Ae then Mm}sters ccases to be operative, T !;hcrcforc, submit, lt
bild’ge.t ct by which we fixed the salary of the Ministers during the 139;1
ehataes session is not in force and asin spite of that, their salary has chc
salary ?n the revenue we have been (_lcpn\‘r.ed of our right of fixing th,
Hon’blf? the present Ministers. ‘We think, Sir, ‘that it is the duty of th®
een o 2der of the House to brmglm a new Bill for it but that has ne
subject. ¢ 20d I do not know if oy egal advice has been taken on thi
and the H © my submission is that the A:Zt cannot be operative at prese?
salary Unlon ble Ministers of the present Cabinet cannot lawfully draw %1:4
that ‘we 1,o® 2 Bill for that purpose 18 passed by hoth the Houses.

Besid®:
salary t;la\? Ve been told by the Hon’blie Chief Minister that different rat ©

A € been fixed for the different Ministers | hat not
inten n fixe o ers but that was S
h tion of the Act that had been passed. Moreover at that time of passiis
that Act

¢ fixed the salary on the undcrstancling that there were {IV€

ini . S { k
Sters, Now, Sir, the number of Ministers has increased and I thinks

2
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without amending the Act, even if it be supposed to be still in force, the
Hon’ble Ministers cannot draw their salary at the rate at which they are
drawing now. So, I submit, Sir, that the expenditure that has been
charged on that account has been done illegally and a new Bill ought to
have been placed before the House for fixing the salary of the different
Ministers.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would also like
to draw the attention of the House to one fact which we find in the budget,
at page 63. Under the column revised estimate we find that rupees one
lakh, ten thousand has been provided for the pay of the Ministers.

The Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
May, I know, Sir, which page the hon. member is referring?

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : At page 63 of the budget of 1937-
38, we find that in the budget for 1937-38 one lakh ten thousand had
b_CCH provided for the pay of the Ministers. Rupees 2,800 had been pro-
vided for the Hon’ble Chief Minister and Rs. 7,200 for the other Ministers
Per month. Sir, an Act was passed reducing the salary of the Hon’ble
Chief Minister from Rs. 2,800 to Rs. 2,500 and that of the other Ministers’
from Rs. 7,200 to Rs. 6,000. 1In spite of that Act, we find from the revised
estimate that the salaries of the Ministers continie to be the same as was
originally fixed. From the revised estimate we find that they are going to
draw till the end of the current year at the same rate, i.c., one lakh ten
thousand. We find that Government did not intend to give effect to the
Act passing the Ministers’ salaries as far as the current year is concerned.

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. member mean to say
that after the passing of the Act the Ministers are drawing their salary at
the same rate which was originally fixed by His Excellency ?

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : As'far as I can sec from the figures
in the Revised Estimate the Ministers are drawing t.heir salary at the same
rate even alter the passing of the Act reducing their salary. .

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Sir, I thoroughly agree with
the interpretation put upon the section 51 by my hon. frlepd Babu
Kamini Kumar Sen. 1 only want to add th‘at fronf_l the WOI‘dll’lg_ qfthc
section it is perfectly clear that thc_ salary of a particular set of Ministers
can continue only so long that Ministry continues. It has 1;;rot to be
changed with the change of the Ministry. The words that have been
referred to by my hon. friend are, I think, sufficiently clear to indicate
that the contention that has been submitted by him is perfectly correct.
I will read the section—51{3) for understanding the 1n:1pl{catmn .of that
clause: “The salaries of Ministers shall be such as Provmmz}l ]_Legxsla:cure
may from time to time by Act determipe, and, until the Provmmal_ Legisla-
ture so determine, shall be determined by thc.Governor: PI‘O\;’,lded the
salary of a Minister shall not be varied during his term of office”. Here,
Sir, the word ‘Minister’ though stands in singular is for the plural; The
words ‘from time to time the Legislature has got to fix the salary’ mean
that with the change of the Ministry, the salary has also got to be
changed.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : In the Act was there any limitation
about the period for which the Act would remain in force ?

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLQI: Since the Ministry has changed,
the-A ct has got to be changed also. The salary can remain in force
during the term of office. Thepe has been a perfect change in the Ministry
with the change of two Ministers and the addition of a third thercfore, a
new f_&ct has to be passed before any valid sanction can be given to their
drawing the salary. Then, Sir, what I want to show is that on page 63

N . SR
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of the Budget we find under the head ¢ Pay of Officers—Ministers—
Charged 1(2,800) and 4(1,800) > and I think this has been put here in
consonance with the Act. In the detailed estimate we find that there
are five Ministers—one of whom will draw pay at the rate of Rs. 2,800 and
the other four Ministers at the rate of Rs. 1,800. To put Rs. 2,500 in
place of Rs. 2,800 or 1,800 in place of 1,500 may be a possible mistake
but so far as the number of the Ministers are concerned, there 1s no mistake
that there are four Ministers drawing pay at a particular rate and ome
Chief Minister drawing pay at a different rate. But scale of the pay
of Rs. 2,500 for the Chief Minister and Rs. 1,500 for the other Ministers
do not fit in with the present Ministry just now announced by the
Hon’ble Chief Minister. Therefore, in this view of the matter also a
new Act should have come into force. Of course I do not know if the
Hon’ble Ministers under some private arrangement can make any con-
tribution to the sixth Minister. (Laughter.) If they had made any
private arrangement, that is absolutely a different matter. But that
arrangement can never be legal.

Now, I want to speak about the chargeof Revenue on the excluded
areas. In this matter we heard only the other day from the Hon’ble
Chl_ef Minister that this province has to contribute 8 lakhs towards the
maintenance of the excluded areas over the income that is derived from
the excluded areas themselves. It shows that in order to maintain the
arcas over which this House has absolutely no control and in the adminis-
tration of which this House has not the _Icast say, we are to pay 8 lakhs
of rupees every year. This to my mindis an extraordinary position and
should be strongly resented by this House ; and our opinion in this
matter should be conveyed to the Government of India.

Sir, I must congratulate the Hon’ble E]hicf Minister in making out
a case for the petrol duty which 1is Assam’s due. Burma, because it is
separated, had the advantage of getting the full petrol duty, but Assam is
d?PnVCd of this because we are tagged to the British India, I submit
Sir, if there is any case for us to cut ourselves from the Fedey 1tbhmit,
think, this ill-treatment by thc Government of India towards ouy claim
for the petrol duty is an additional ground. Therelore, Sir, the x(x:rhd(:lc
H_ouse in a body should protest against this arrangement. We ,are t A
tnblug: 8 lakhs of rupees from our rc\{cn&u‘:s for the maintenance gfci)hc
;}:rgl ?iil;;eas’ whereas we are deprived of our legitmate share of the

Mr. W. FLEMING: May I point out, Sir, that i
Government of Burma retain ong the petrol duty on petrofzolg‘%fma, the
and the excise duty on petrol sold in India is collected in | in Burma,
_takc_n by the Central Government. The hon. leader of th pclis an.d_ =
1s mistaking in his statement. € oppositio?

Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Isubmit that . 1
change the position. Our claim for the petrol duty jg u‘i:s not at al
The entire expenditure of the excluded areas must bcé 1};,e legitimate-
Government of India. as it is Government of Il‘ldia 1 orne b}’ th_G
respolilisiblc for its adminstration. di . one, which 1

r. - t disput1
¢he ot W.FLEMING: Iam no puting that. 1 ap, merely stating
, Yaulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY .
e, t%rdrhtz Ef the Ministerfgortisheblﬁf;i’élll an Act.
friend M -egislature than ¢ Ministers. T think my hon-
e - Sen.” not correct when he says that this House have been
deprived of their rights to vote on the salary of the new Ministry. When

ation, 1

Sir, T think it was
It was a duty

—
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we got the information in the Extraordinary Gazette about the formation of
the new Ministry, we could ourselves have brought in a Bill about the Minis-
ters’ salarics. But before an Act comes into operation the Ministers’ salaries
shall be determined by the Governor according to the provision In the

Government of India Act. I don’t know what is the wrong here. I

think my hon. friend is not correct in his statement that this House have

been deprived of their right over the Ministers’ salaries. The chlglaturc

have got the right even now. The provision of section 51 clause 3 1s very

clear. With the reconstitution of the new Ministry, the old Act is

inoperative, Now the Ministers should be drawing the salary on the

discretion of His Excellency the Governor. =

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI : % Mr.

S}?eaker, Sir, I fully agree with the arguments advanced by_ my hon.
friend Mr. Sen and the Leader of the Congress party. I think it my duty
to point out before the House that when the Chief Minister resigned, the
Ministry no longer existed. Now, although the new Ministry has been
formed with the former Premier as its chief, still it is apparent that with
regard to their salary this House must have a right to give its decision.
Section 56, sub-section 3, of the Government of India Act also lays down
that the salary of the Minister shall be such as the Provincial Legislature
may from time to time by an Act determine. I give stress on the point
‘“from time to time determine ” and on the proviso that the salary ofa
Minister shall not vary during his term of office. The point is whether
his term of office is being continued or not. I think the day on which
he resigned, his term of office ceased and from the following day on which
he assumed charge again, another term of office has begun. So, I think
aBll'I should have been brought and the House should not have been
deprived of the right to give their opinion on the salary of the new
Ministry,
_ Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, whatever interpreta-
tion may be given to section 51 (3) of the Government of India Act, I wish
to point out one aspect of the matter. It is pointed out that the period
for which the Ministers’ Salary Act was passed was not definitely stated.
But supposing that the Act still continues, then also, Sir, it is significant
to note that in the budget estimate for the current year we find the salary
of a definite number of Ministers. I lay stress on the word ‘definite.”  Now,
the_hon'b!e Chief Minister has said that the five Ministers are drawing
their salaries at a reduced rate under the same rule as you, Sir, are drawing
your salary,

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : Best salary for the best man.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: The question is, even if the five Ministers
are entitled to draw their salary at a reduced rate will the Hon’ble Chief
anlmSé@r say whether the sixth Minister is entitled to draw any salary at

- °Ir, a few days back I gave notice of some short notice questions on
this Very import 4 g : :

1. Willpth ai_rIlt question. The questions are these :— ik
Hon’ble N tec on’ble Chief Minister please state—(a) If ;hc salaries of tl:lc
the Hon’ble ¢y _r? of the present Cabinet have been fixed ? (b) If 50, will

e M;r;):sul:_!ic pllease state the rate or rates so fixed ; (¢) if not,
2. Wil ¢ kely to be fixed ?
bringing inlatl];?lﬁ:gl}il;lcﬂchmf Minister please state—(a) If Government is
WhenY? (¢) If not, why ;it galamcs of the present Ministers ? (b) If so,
ou w : :
disallow th:sieqlﬁggi’{gi; Solll]‘, t?lfécrrconsulting the H-m_l’blc _Chicf Minis:‘.cr, to
give his consent to the putti Sround tha‘ the Minister 1n charge did not
: putting of these questions. As I have already stated,
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Sir, it i3 a public matter and cannot be taken as a family arrangement. It
would have been a different thing to a slight degree if five Hon’ble Minis-
ters would have been drawn their salaries at the maximum rate fixed by
the law, and contributed something each towards the salary of the sixth
Minister, but as things stand at present the sixth Minister cannot be said to
be drawing his salary under any law or rule in force So I agree with every
word said by my hon. friend Babu Kamini Kumar Sen.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Will the hon. member explain what
he means ? Does he mean that they cannot draw any pay till the Act is
amended ? And if the Act is to be amended what are rates of pay which
the Hon’ble Ministers are to be paid till the Act is amended ? At what
rate will the hon. member pay them ?

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: I think that my interpretation of the
section is that fresh Bill will have to be brought because as regards the
sixth Minister as he was not in the Ministry when the Act was passed he is
not at all entitled to draw .any salary under that Act. Ido not refer to
thl;: ;l)crsonal of the 6th Ministry, but to the strength of the Ministry as a
whole.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: He will live on the charity of the
other Ministers,

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: The fact is that nobody can draw
any pay till the Act is amended.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
his salary ?

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: That is for him.

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: And that cannot be for more
|I;_111an six months. In any case the Government must bring a Bill before the

ouse.

Babu K{Q.I\./IINI KUMAR SEN: If it is found that the Act requires
amendment, is it not the duty of the Leader of the House to bring in a Bill ?

The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will take the last point of my learned friend the oppo-
siti_on leader first. Hc_ has raised a very interesting and controversial
point, but I can assure him that long before he had raised this point, this
matter has been engaging my attention. At the last Delhi Conference 1
discussed with the Government of India officials about this point, but un-
fortunately my place here is to take up where my predecesso;s left. I
suppose hon. members know that under section 33(3)(g) of the Act, it was
open to the Central Government to make grants to Provincial Govc;"nmcnts
for purposes connected with the administration of totally excluded areas
if they applied for 1t. It was up to the then Government of Assam to press
their claim under this head before the Central Government, byt unfort Ill:'atc-
ly, I am sorry to say, .thc Government of Assam of the time did notu nti-
nue to press their claim based upon this particular clause. Since Iclcl’avc
assumed office, I h_ave already drawn the attention of the Centre difI
am allowed to survive the onslaughts of my hon. friends, I will 6 1
claim before th; Centre (laughter). ’ press ig)

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER : On i i i i
Was that Act in force at that time ?JEE ¥ Fiaton tnformation, Sir.

The I-Ifon’bl«]aa Mauﬁavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : It

as not in torce, but it had been passed and j i e
Iv;ublic ey s s P It was in the handg of every

In Schedule IX of the Constitution Act the same provision has been
repeated in 67A-(3) (w): So it was a clear indication that if the Govern-
" ment of Assam pressed their case It most probably would have been sympa-
thetically considered. I think, Sir, it is not yet too late. My attempts on

If His Excellency the Governor fixes
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this case have been met by sections 135 and 140 of the Act and according to
the interpretation put by the Central Government on sections 137 and 1490,
Assam cannot have any special claim but that whenever the Gen'trc h.as got
any money to distribute, it will be distributed among the provinces in such
manner as may be prescribed. _ : ;
Mr. BAIDYANATH WMOOKERJEE: On a point of information,
Sir. When did this Act come into force ? y
. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
That has already been stated. T Aot e dr
Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE : at is no i
The Hon’ble Maunlavi Saivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADI{JI;..L}C} .thI
am not prepared to take the role of a schoolmaster teaching my Irien e

elements of politics. .
Maulagi MUHADAMAD AMJAD ALI: WC fce}., Sh" that at thc

moment we are in the lecture room of law classes. _

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD_ : SAADI}J;LI{A.
Therefore, I thank my hon. friend the Leader of the Opposition fOli_ lavmg
raised this question and I wish that some other hon. members who fo loyvtzl
had some more light on this matter. But curiously enough our minds
are always rivetted to Ministers and Ministers’ salaries (laughter), and even
after the lead given by the hon. Leader of the Opposition nobody, I find,
took up that subject,

Now Sir, coming to the Ministers’ salary, I find that not one of the
advocates of the position that the present Ministers can draw any salary
unless a new Bill is passed by this House, has gone to the length of looking
into the sections of the Act that was passed by this House last year. If the
Act had said that the Ministry in Assam would consist of a Chief Minister
and 4 other Ministers and no more than that, they wyouldp hav.c_ been
correct. But, Sir, what is the actual wording of the section ? Section 2
of the Assam Act IV of 1937 reads thus: “There shall be paid
to the Chief Minister a salary at the rate of Rs. 2,500 per mensem, and to
each of other Ministers a salary at the rate of Rs. 1,500 per mensem”.
There is no limitation as regards the number of Ministers. My contention
is that without coming before the I—IOLélseb agalllq, algIthe Ministers can draw
Rs.1,500 under the Act already passed by this House.

Khan Sahib Maulavi MUDABBIR HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI: I
think the Act was passed for the former Ministers. I , ;

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: Ona point_of information, Sir, can
an Act that has been made under a specific section of the Government

of India Act override that section ? :
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHIAMMAD SAADULLA :

No. My contention is that this Act IV of 1937 which was passed und_qr

Provision of section 51 holds the field till it is repealed or amended by this
ouse,

Babu KAMINT KUMAR SEN :

Prevail over the section ? MM AAD
The Homn’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHA vreika =

We dohnot admit that this Act is inconsistent with the section. My conten-
tion, t;tc;lefqrc, Ilis that this section, section 2, so long asf it Eemams in its
present shape there is nothing tq to come before the House for
another salaries Bil], S Sopel

. Let us turn to section 51 and see whether there is any substance in the
contention of my hon. friend My, Sen and his supporters. Section 51, sub-
c!au§c (3) runs thus: “The salaries of Ministers shall be such as the Pro-
vincial Legislature may from time to time by Act determine, and, until the

If it is inconsistent, then can the Act
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Provincial Legislature so determines shall be determined by the Governor”
As regards the first portion, I have already said that whatever may be the
constitution of the Ministry—the former Act does not say that A, B, G, ?Jld
D are to be the Ministers and they should get the particular salaries mention-
ed in it. The terin used there is a general term ‘“‘and other Ministers™.
Therefore it is immaterial whether there has been a change in the personnel
of the Ministry and the Act holds good even though there may be a change
and some other Ministers K to O take the place of Ministers A to D. Even
there were any force in the contentions of my hon. friends opposite, according
to the Act itself it is up to the Governor to determine the salary when there 18
no Act settling it. There is the proviso remains to counteract the conten-
tion of my hon. friends. Because the proviso to that clause is “Provided that
the salary of a Minister shall not be varied during his term of office”. That
means that once an Act is passed that Act continues to be in operation, unless
and until it is changed by a vote of the House by a fresh Bill. Under the
CITCUIMBLATICES. o ooy s s

., DBabu BEAMINI KUMAR SEN: On another point of information
Sir. Has this Legislature any right to alter the Act before the late Minis-
try resigned ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I
do not think, Sir. Because according to the proviso the Ministers’ salary
when once fixed............

Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN: But I think the Hon’ble Chicf Minis-
ter W;I] ad;}nt that the Legislature has now got the right to vary it ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: |
do not admit that, Sir. Because I have alredy said that the Act did not saY
that so and so would be the Chief Minister and so and so the other Minis-
ters, and that they alone would get that particular pay. The Act is perfectly

wide and in general terms and lays down that whoever be the Chief Minis-
ter will get a particular figure and the others another particular figure-
Therefore, there is absolutely no ambiguity or difficulty as regards the Act
itself. .'.l“hat is the position which Government has taken.
; _Sm_]ut SARVESWAR BARUA : Then what is the force of the word
‘his’ in thg proviso when it says “his term of office” ?
The How’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: We
are not applying the proviso in this case.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the section mean that the salaries
. must be varied at every change ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
No, Slr. That is my contention that so long as this Act remains
there is no question of necessity for a separate Act with any change in the
Ministry.
Rai Bahadur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT: Has legal opinioB
been taken as to whether the Act prescribing the Ministers’ salaries i
still in force ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sirx MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
But for these constant interruptions for information I was going to come€
to thaﬂi1 and I have noted down all the points of information that were
wanted.
Srijut GOPINATH BARDOLOI: Ona point of information, Sif
(laughter) so that you may have a chance of replying to this also. the Act
says it the Chicf Minister is to draw Rs.2,500 and the rest Rs 1,500

Is the Flon’ble the sixth Minister also to draw Rs, . ¥
4 the Salary Act. 8.1,500 as provided fo

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: T hat has been answered,

e -

s b i 48 it
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The Homn’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I am rather surprised that so alert and astute a lawyer as the Leader of the
Opposition should come up for this piece of information which I have
already supplied in at the beginning of these discussions in answer to
questions from some hon. friend. 3 "

Now, Sir, the position taken up by Government is this, that under
the Act they can draw the salary which has been provided. But there
is nothing in the Act to compel us to draw the salary that is mentioned
in the Act. Itis open to usto draw salary less than that provided in the
Act.

My hon. friend Rai Bahadur Promode Chandra Dutt, and before
him, the originator of these discussions, raised the question whether we
have consulted legal opinion on this matter. We do not think it is neces-
sary and, therefore, no opinion has been called for.

Rai Bahadur PROMODE CHANDRA DUTT:
necessary very soon. !

The How’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I am prepared to meet you when the necessity comes—to meet the hon,
member, I am sorry I had addressed him direct. We know the tactics of
some hon. friends here and I am prepared to meet them when the
question comes forward and when the usual course of going to the civil
court is resorted to and then I will see whether any change is necessary or
not.

The next point that has been raised by Srijut Sarveswar Barua ie
a perfectly legitimate one. So far asthe number of Ministers shown iy
this budget estimates at page 63, hon. members will remember that this
budget is printed in the early part of January, and that was before there
was a reshufiling of the Ministry and therefore the figure 5 , femained there
Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: When the Ministers” Salary Bjj; was
actually passed......... ' :
TiZep Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA-
I am coming to that. But I cannot excuse myself or the Fl.nance, Depart-
ment over which I preside for their having made this glaring Mistake of
showing that one Minister was drawing Rs.2,800 and the others Rs.1,809
Ever since the Act was passed the Ministry has been drawing salary 4¢
the rate that has been voted by the Assembly, i.¢., Rs.2,500 and 1,560
This is purely a mistake for which I cannot but condemn myself for no'.c
noticing it before. I hope ) i
Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Did not the Hon’ble Finance
Minister check the budget ? T _ _
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULY,p .
Sir, it is not possible for me to check every single item in the budget but
hence forward I hope that there will be no such mistake. Agg Matter
of fact my notice was drawn ta it at an earlier stage and I ha"’? Put a que
mark in my book. There is a mistake in the figures in_the revised estimate
But that figure was put down on Comptroller’s figure I can assure the hox.
members that even though these figures are shown Incorrectly, v, on,
flraw one single farthing be ondg hat has been laid down 1 th
itself, for there is the Vigilagce fwt]he Audit Department Presid de
by the Comptroller. If my hon fo-, d’s contention I8 correct thay €d ov
a further Act the Ministry Cann' el 8 lary, it is up t
: e A ot draw any salary, P 10 the
troller to raise objection and refyge to pass our bills. Our bijlg . ~OMmp-
resented to him only to-day ang We g Pnot know what will be hig i been
But so far as we are concerned, e c';hink according to the dezf}lSIon..
the Act we are prefectly justified iy, the attitude that we have take;s;nﬁ) nof
g

You will find it

N &r
WIthOut
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Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I ask the Hon’ble Chief Minis-
ter if the Ministry whose salary has been determined by the House refuse
to pay the subscription (laughtrr) towards the pay of the sixth Minister,
then what will be his position ? Will he be able to claim anything
from the House ?
The Hom’ble the SPEAKER: It is very patent from what has
been said by the Hon’ble Chief Minister that the pay of the Ministers
can be drawn at the rate of Rs.1,500.
Babu KAMINI KUMAR SEN:
Minister ?
The Honb’le the SPEAKER :

May 1 know who is the sixth

Order, order.

DHMANDS FOR GRANTS
Grant Neo. 4 (10.—Forests)

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On the
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir,
to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.8,87,300 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1939, for the administration of the Forest Department.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The motion moved isthat a sum npt
exceeding Rs.8,87,300 be granted to defray the charges which will come 1n
the course of payment cIquing the year ending on the 31st March 1939, for
the administration of the Forest Department.

There are 30 cut motions tabled and I hzve intimation from the
Secretary of the Congress Party that the party would like to move
cut motion No. 29. But I find that there are also cut motions from
other members not belonging to that party. I do not know whether
they have agreed not to move those motions. Il they have agreed not
to move those motions. then I can call upon the mover of cut motion
No. 29 to move his motion and other members may take part in the debate,
because this is a motion which secks to criticise the policy of Govern-
mefit and the various other members who want to discuss the policy o
Government may conveniently do so in this motion.

Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Sir, I have
got a motion.

, The Homble the SPEAKER : Does the hon. member want to move
1t

Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHABAVARTY: Yes.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Am I to take it that the Congress
members who have tabled cut motions will not move any other motions
excepting No. 29 ?

Srijut GOPI NATEH BARDOLOI: Yes, Sir. The other members
against whose names other motions stand may take part in the discussion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes.

Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAEKRAVARTY: Sir, I beg
to move that the provision of Rs.82,130 under Grant No. 4, Major head—
10.—Forest, Minor head—A.—Conservancy and Works, Sub-head—VTIII.
—Organisation, improvement and extension, etc. (total), at page 46 of the
Budget, be reduced by Rs.50, i.e., the amount of the whole grant o
Rs.8,87,300 do stand reduced by Rs.50.
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Sir, due to the increase of population by natural causes and expansion
in the families it has become very difficult for the people to maintain
themselves out of the crop that is produced from their land. Land has
become very insufficient for cultivation to the families of cultivators in
my district and it is for this reason that many families have been compelled
to run away to the other parts of the province leaving their original homes,
relations and friends.  Sir, this is a very pitiful sight indeed.

There is a vast tract of land at Zamira which is not exa:ctly a forest
land. ' ‘Tt can be easily settled with the people. This is a plain land and

- I have the information that there is no dense forest excepting a few bushes

ttlement for the

here and  there. People 'have been clamouring for its se :
reds of applica-

last'five or six years and every day and every month hund
tions are 'being submitted to the Subdivisional Officer and the Deputy
Commissioner ~ for the settlement but to no purpose. Sir, T do not
understand why Government should not settle up these lands with the
poor inhabitants  of my district and thereby save e oy
and ruin. With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of
the House. i . .

i The-Honsble the SPEAKER : The moﬂon mOVCd 15 that the PI'IOV].-
sion of Rs.82,130 under Grant No. 4, Major head—10.—Forest, Minor
head—A—Conservancy and Works, Sub-head VIII,—Organisation, im-
provement and extension, efc. (total), at page 46 of R I e
by Rs 50., i.¢., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.8,87,300 do stand
reduced by Rs.50. :

‘Maulavi NAMWAR ALI BARBHUIYA: I rise to speak a few
words on 'this motion, Sir. It is understood_that. rqcently i ep%mry has
been held by the Subdivisional Officer, Hailak andt, acfc_‘. Omltjtai'mc e B
Divisional Forest Officer, Cachar, as to the des‘.rablhty % s—i ing the land
lying waste in the Jamira reserved forest. During His xric;l _erECYts Vvisit to
Silchar last time I invited His Excellency’s attentlorl‘: Eg Le:;;a aé % 'c;ngl he
also agreed to see the said Reserve on his way 22::12 November, I a.:,ub e
Aijal if time permitted. The other day, on the 238 G PE . S prmt
ted a note on the subject under discussion 0 t eh el A er in
charge. The facts that have been stated by mYy 0;1 4 the ci) )
the motion are true. Sir, there are many rescrved fblies Sd'];rict hlsm% ]
Cachar lying fallow and that landless cultivators of técmr;lissioncr a.,;r; d iiﬂ
submitting petitions after petitions to the Deputy d e But the authort S
Divisional Forest Officer for settlement of these lan Sé ession of the Aoszmes
always reject their petitions. During the last Bu%%e §Jinister in repl ft:rrllc-]l
bly T puta question to that effect, and the Hon A cam Valley distri?:tz i
me that unless and until the waste lands of the ASS RS

‘ 3 AT har would not be thrown open
exhausted these forests in the district of Gac o atent it was for the people

for Séttlement B 1 h inCO -
NSt : u to see how
g' Cachar 1o g0 Ovet:rhtzf?;alet:dAssam ‘Valley. Therc they :]lriach!t::k vamf L
nd poantages like the Line System, Colonisation g R o
an¢ many other gy s o wery diffcult for the detray the
‘ ystems and it is also d baggages and their chl_drcn,

CxXpenses nece ¥
t0 20 to the As:;rrﬁ for carrying their bags lznalso do not like to leave thejr

kith and kin 49 ; Valley districts. PeoP me for them, to have jour-
ney through th[:,dﬁhfss also expensive and.tm‘l‘.tf{fiz go to Assam. \\"ilcn:'t‘hcrc
are fert;lc lands i th:iitﬁ)‘? . So they do 1"Oth:)uld they be compelled to go to
Assam ?  We demang an a‘lsls-dmtr‘?‘fs why Shc Hon’ble Minister in charge
that hc will consider the mat‘:;a-nce frorﬂ F ots the report from the Sub-
dw:sm{lal Oﬂice.f, Hailakansg;, !’T‘;;hen_ er fés have no valuable trees and
they yield no income tq "the G;g:rgifcnt. We fail to understand the
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reasons why the Government and the department decline to throw open
the cultivable waste lands within the Cachar Forest Rescrves for settlement
to the landless cultivators of the district. We demand definiie assurance
from the Government in this matter.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir, I think this cut motion does not
concern the Garo Hills. ]

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Garo [iilis are not concerned in
this cut motion. The hon. member will get an opportunity to speak later.

Maulavi MUZARROF ALI LASKAR : I risc to support this motion
moved by Babu Hirendra Chandra Chakravarty and supported by the hon.
member from Cachar. This question of getting settlement of new lands has
become very keen now-a-days. The Hon’ble the Chief Minister, the other
day was describing the geographical position of the district of Sylhet asa
-cup. But that of Cachar is like a soda-water bottle, The entire rainfall
of the districts of Lushai Hills, Manipur and the North Cuchar Hills passes
through the plains portion of the district of Cachar. I mear through Silchar
and Hailakandi subdivisions. The entire water has to pass through the
only outlet under the Badarpur Railway Bridge. If there be a little abnor-
mal rainfall in Manipur or Lushai Hills, the entire plains portion of the
district is flooded. We get floods several times in the ycar and the crops
are repeatedly damaged. Because of these successive floods people arc
willing to g0 to the Jamira Reserve and other reserves of’ the district which
are on Comparatively higher level. There are vast areas of cultivable lands
which are vielding no revenue to Government now. If they are thrown
open and settled with the Jandless cultivators, the condition of the people
will improve ang will bring large revenue to Government.  With these

words I Support the motion.

Mr. ARUN KUMAR CHANDA : Sir, Thad a motion which has a
more extensive scope that motion intended to criticise Government for not
throwing open for set,tlcrncnt cultivable land lying waste within various forest
reserves in Cachar. | will take this opportunity, Sir, of drawing the
attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge to this pressing demand and
need for throwing open such fallow lands for settlement with the children
of the soil. o
. Previous speakers have all spoken about the land hunger that prevails
in the district of Cachar. In answer to a question of mine last session, the
Hon.’bl? the Revenue Minister stated that vast areas of cultivable lands
were lying waste within these forest reserves. I quite recognize that some
arcas_should be reserved for the Forest Department. ‘There are also the
Erowing needs of the forest villagers to be thought of. There is a great
glega.l of controversy ahout the system of forest villages now in [orce because
1t 18 calculated tq dragoon some people into demoralizing forced labour.
But if available areas of cultivable lands that are lying fallow are thrown
open, that jis boynd to be a profitable proposition to Government.
: ot\{lcrnment will be able to derive considerable revenue through this process.
i ‘t:}l;if;c;rf-‘: Sir, bring it to the notice ?i[_the HOIII_ let? Minister in charge
P 10:3{?- Persistent demand for il'ainn Jr;lg]lzl ?‘lswtuct and there is no
Sir, that ¢l M8 up such vast areas 0! '@ Ciach bOI-eSl reserves. I submit,
land at thee Sltuation is very peculial 11 aliI ccause of the fact that
but Tea Estdlsposal of people is very Ilnc:a.grf:.fl ot only the_l*qrcst Reserves
ever the Hoat,c’ also swallow up vast arcas ot land in the district. If how-

altivable | n’ble Minjster would give an assurance to the House that
Ccwtvable lands withjy the reserves would be made available for settlement
consistently with the necds of the Forest Department, in that case I suppose
the hon. mover woyid e satisfied as also his supporters.
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Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: May I speak a few words, Sir ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : About Cachar ?

Maulavi ABDUR RAFIMAN: Yes, Sir. I had been to Hailakandi
and I know of the people concerned and their necessity for opening the
Jamira reserve. Asregards the reserve I had a talk with one of the Sub-
Deputy Collectors who were deputed by Government to examine the ques-
tion whether there was any necessity for throwing the reserve open. I do

‘not know what stood in the way of expediting the matter. It is definitely

known that people are greatly in need of cultivable lands and if the
Hon’ble Minister takes up the matter earnestly, I think a large number of
people can be accommodated there both from the Cachar district as well
as from the district of Sylhet,

: Adjournment.

The Assembly then adjourned for lunch till 2 p. m.
After adjournment.

The Assembly re-assembled after lunch at 2 p. m.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN: [ stand, Sir, to
support this motion. I find, Sir, that there is an insistent and persistent
demand from all the representatives for disforestation of this particular
reserve. So I think there is much force in this demand and I accordingly
hope that the Hon’ble Minister will accede to this demand.

On this motion, Sir, I want to speak on general terms as regards the
disforestation of certain other reserves also. I generally find that, whenever
there is a talk of disforestation, the Forest Department always obstinately
obstruct the proposals. These Forest Reserves were constituted long long
ago when there was little demand for land for scttlement with the indige-
nous people. But the demand has increased now and people want that
certain reserves, which were originally reserved as forest or game reserves,
should be thrown open for settlement. There is one reserve, for instance
in Nowgong called Laokhoa Game Reserve. There is a demand now for
disforestation of this particular reserve. But the Forest Department is
opposing the demand on the ground that there are a certain number of
rhinoceros in that reserve. But Sir, the Forest Department is in the habit
of raising objection on the slightest pretext. Because, Sir, on examination
it will be found that these reserves do not bring in any appreciable revenue
to Government, and they are being retained by Government simply
for the sake of retaining them. So I beg to impress on the Hon’ble Minister
that the opposition of the Department itself should not weigh with him.
He should enquire into the desirability of opening these reserves on merits.
With these words, Sir, I support the motion.

Babu KALACHAND ROY: soiifs  wzmy, &8 O <
A3 fzram SFAG (X @Bz TR Plagegd WA ik AGR AHIC: I
TR = favsfy 12118 R forest reserved FACINIS FI A7F
WIG8 I fusinx 5T (MeM s¥rare &) 36 [ AT cats ITAIL S
HIMAAT WA Fo3) ey Qi qep ffa A7 #ICSCT ! (A @Y forest
reservctﬁ'_ﬂksﬁﬁf‘\ Ty WA wiirs oz et Afadl T fRen Fipie M3
WSIE. FEIAUBE ) Teaq F121187 forest reserve’a (¥ #f3 Joygifsr ma)

sifte ¢ ofa et aws iy o s4aBcr wmoatg, g )
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The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, at the very outset I must tell the House that the
Government does not maintain forest reserves merely for the pleasure
of it. The whole object in having forest reserves Is to help the set-
tlement-holders to get their requirements out of the reserves. N Fgr
instance, they want timber, grass, thz'itch and other things ; and 1 the
Government had not paid any attention to the forest reserves, the
people would ultimately suffer on account of that. The mere reason
that cultivable waste lands are required for the purpose of cultiva-
tion or the mere reason that Government is getting nothing or that
Government will get more if forest reserves were tl:lro:wn open, that
would not in my opinion be sufficient and convincing reason ‘for
throwing open reserves. But in this particular instance my attention
was drawn by my hon. friend Maulavi Namwar Ali, sometime ago
and on receipt of that note from him, I had sent urgent reminders
for reports from the Subdivisional Officer and other  local officers.
The very fact that as many as five members from Cachar have
spoken inisupport,... ;.. e eees- ,

1 Babu HIiI]:?‘{OENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : On a point of
information, Sir, May I know when Maulavi Namwar Ali drew the
attention of Government ?

The Hom’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: On the
24th of February,

As 1 was saying, Sir,
of Cachar have spoken in favour
feel a great deal of relieved of

the very fact that as many as 5 members
of throwing open these reserves,

my responsibility in this matter and as
soon as the report from the gubdivisional Officer comes I shall do my

b . members.
A SR . Do e hon. member wih

PR on  OSRA GHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: Ido not under-
T AT o i e Ministerj has given me any assurance at all.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister has said that

e will look into the matter. : 198 ;
z Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY: The Hon’ble
Minister has only said that he will consider the matter as soon as he receives
the report of the Subdivisional Officer. But whether he will give a favour-
able report or not I do not know. 1 must get t.J:;ol:ut: assurance that the
Hon’ble Minister will consider the matter favourably, ‘

The Hon’ble Sriju‘.t ROmNI KUMAR cr%é‘UDHURI :” I am afra-id;
Sir, the hon member js missing the pet word of ¢ assurance . T say that
I assure the House that 1 will try my best to HlfFCt the wishes of hon.
members. If it is not detrimental to the %\tcrests of the public at large for
whom these reserves are sought to Pe thrown open, 1 shall have them
thrown open.

Babu HIRENDRA CHANDRA CHAKRAVARTY : On this assurance,
Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion.

The motion was, with the leave of the House, \év'xthdrawn.

Maulavi ¢ ALI: 1 Dbeg tomove, Sir, that the total provi-
gion of Rs.B,a""l,\;-;[(ﬁ)Bunder Gé_lr;t No. 4, Major head—10,—Forest, at page 45

of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.101. " .
(To criticise the top-heavy administration of the Forest Department).
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: [ may point out to the hon. men-
ber that the 'Congress Party wants to discuss motion No. 29. If that
motion be moved, then the hon. member will cet amp e scope to sp21k
about his motion, as the motions are practically of the same naturz.
Therefore, I w:ll allow the hon. member to have his say when that
motion will be under discussion.

Maulavi MABARAK ALI: Then, Sir, I withdraw this motion.
The motion was, with the leave of the House, withdrawn. :

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY: I
beg to move, Sir, that the total provision of Rs.8,87,300 under Grant No. 4,
Major head—10.—Forest at page 45 of the Budget, be reluced by Rs.10L.
Sir, my intention is to raise a discussion for not making enquiry into forest
officets’ zulum in the Thanas Dharmapassa and Tahirpur.

Lust_ycar, Sir, I gave an elah rate aczount of what was happening in
my comstituency in the matter of the operation of forest law. But I am sorry
to find that Government have not tried to remove the grievances ol the
people.  In some places, Sir, Government have placed officers drawing
salarics of Rs.20 to Rs.30 a month. These officers have t> muaintain their
famly and their basha with this small amount. it is obvious that these
officers cannot maintain themselves, unless they get something through their
leit ha d. In my constituency, Sir, which is situated near the loot of the
Kt}asf and Jaintia Hills, many of the cultivators have to go to the hills for
br-mgmg torest produce. And cven when these cultivators show their per-
mits, the.c petty officers cxact money from them in an iilegal way. You
will be surprised to learn, Sir, that even when a transit permit was issued
by a landholder the oflicers also realiss annas two per permit from the
owner ol the land. If an enquiry is made, the owners will say that they
do not pay. But if you will look into their accounts you will find that a
fec of annas two is realised from cvery man and that money is meant for
payment to the lorest officer. 1f a landholder will admit this to the
cnquiring ollicers, he will be put to trouble by the Forest Odicer and there-
fore he is bound to conceal this fact.

... Another thing. Sir, is that this law is explained in different ways by
different officers. In some places they realise the royaity on village basis,
for'imstance from some villages they realiss at Rs.15 and from others Rs.30,
T'hey do not always realise their - ues on the basis of the articles the culti-
vators get from the hills but on various basis.. 1 am prepared to prove this,
s“} 1f 1 am_challcngcd. In this way thcse officers have proved that the
forest law s nothing but an oppressive and lawless law. The other day
I said quite dlearly, Sir, that, when a Police officer sendsa man 1or trial
to a court, it is the officer who has to pro® e that the man is guilty. - But
under the Forest Law the accused beecomes gwlity when he is sent up for

trial »nd i : 2 ; )
1s he w < :
the troubles, ho must prove his innocence. - Thatis the source ol all

I aske . .
who had :lfica question in the last session of the Assembly about a Forester
and countey C;Udaut;r to arrest a Br hman young man. There was case
€ about the incident. The cascs were at last compromised.

1 put some :
: questions §
officer could arress that“:n ::?ow the terms of the compromise and how the

The Hon’b: ciF
know th e oc0%¢ ROMINI KUMAR GHAUDHURI: May
. Maulavi MUHJ’\K/IISSIIXJ'DSH‘ ;
Mathur Chandra Singh was the n

MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDIURY :
.- D
Sudha Bhattacharji. Bug the Gov

ame of officer an:l the man arresied was
croment did nyot give any reply.. Thisis
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a revenue yielding department, but the major portion of the %cv:::ueloi;:ihnl;
department, I boldly say, goe- to the pockets of the-e officers. L
these facts to the notice of the Government so th:t they may enqu
them and amend the law as rcquirci:l. : St B
Sir, we are getting assurances always. may g .
also from the I—%on’b!&; Minister, but I cannzt_ be contented unless I am
told that the assurance is going to be translated into action.
The Hon’ble the SPgEAIzER: The motion moved 18 that }t?l:;:;il:l
provision of Rs.8,87,300 under (E}EantRNi)(.)ii, Major head—10.—
age 45 of the Budget be reduced bv Rs. : - g
P Ihe Homble  Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Qﬁm
Speaker, Sir, I am obliged to hon. mover of this motion lor bll“b-n.‘:cncr
specific instances to the notice o the Government. Sir, when gl 1ake
and sweeping remarks are made against officers, Govcrpmcnt cunnu\rﬂl 5
action, but when specific instances are referred to, Government W i
only too glad to make enquiries and take such steps as may be necessary =
prevent recurrence of such incidents. into
As regards the amending of the law, we shall take that matt_cr.hic
consideration to see whether there are any special circumstances under W e
the forest officers have commitied offences and have not been dclcC“_'C!'l;On.
if there are, the law ay be amended in the manuner suggested by tl'“ffcrcﬂ‘
mover. As regards the law being explained in different ways by di chat
officers. it is inpossible for me to say anything definitely, unless | know1 g
particular law which is capable of varying interpretations. A]l‘ that o
do as regards this motion ;s again to assurc the FHousc that the Govern o
will do their best to stamp out corruption as far as possible.. They divi-
expect the co-operation of all hon. members and all public spirited 1n
duals in this matter. . Sif
Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN C.HAUDHURI. i
I am satisfied with the assurance given by the Hon’ble Minister (faug
and I beg leave to withdraw iy moti.n.
€ motion was, with the lcave of the House, withdrawn. total
Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Sir. I beg to move that the 24
provnzirgn qu Rs.8,87,300 under Grant Nu-04» Major head—10.—Fore
page of the Bud ed by Rs.100. .
it, my objcctg(;:; blfrfrfgl‘;l; 1.hi}sr motiou is to criticise the forest policy
of the Government generally and its financial aspect in particular. ar
Sir, I think the purposes for which the forests exist are mainly o cfit
The first is that ’thc fortl:sts «re there for the utmost advantage and-b-crcsts
of the agriculturists, The second is to get as much revenue out Ué.i:
2 possible without hardships t» the public. Regarding ihe first, Sif, G
have heard : . m various quarters. We have alf 'n
various complaints fro P : ects
heard Maulavi Magbul Huss in Chaudhury criticising certain asp their
-this regard anq tl’lle:-lc are other hon. members who have tab}edc <his
mMotions to criticise the policy of the department. So, I r_athc}_" lca:vcnu
aspect of the matter to be discus-ed by them. Regardmgl the rAssa .
aspect, I should Jike to say that there are vast areas of forests m];'va a
1€ percentage of the total forest arca to the total available cult ces Of
lands in the province is rather very high compared with other P'O"m.s 2ls0
Ind'a. The possibility of expan“iml of revenue frc_;m this source :;ixco
considered immense : but what do W€ find in practice ? The reve 2,
the department ig barely 20 lakhs. I have got the figures for six Y™
In 1%?&3,-3;, the revenue of the dcpartme?ﬁ WELS Rs.14,57i,000. he figure
rF. w : e non. memb iving the :
ot meira W BOGKENRULL 10 th hon. mémber iving the 681

.

nce this day
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Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: Yes, I have got the figure for six years:
The revenue of the department was Rs.14,30,000 in 1934-35; Rs.14,84,000
in 1935-36; Rs.16,85,000 in 1936-37, and the estimated figures are
Rs.16,28,000. for 1937-38 and Rs.16,79,000 for 1938-39. Sir, from these
figures it scems that the revenue is not expanding. The forest revenue per
square mile in Assam is probably less than in the other provinces of India.
So this is a matter which Government should seriously consider about. I
think, the fores's of Assam are probably not very inferior to the forests of
other provinces of India. { am glad that in recent years there has been a
Forest Utilisation Officer and he is doing some good work (hear ! hear 1)
but all the same there is yet room for further works in this 'direction also.
The revenue has been hopelessly low and it must be expanded. What
1s more objectionable is that the expenditures during these years are very
high. T quote the figures for the same six years. Expenditure on the
establishment alone was Rs.7,81,000 in 1933-34 ; Rs.7,77,000 in 1934-35 ;
R5s.7,85,000 in 1935-36 ; Rs.7,97,000 in 1936-37 and the estimated figures
arc Rs.8,23,000 in 1937-38 and Rs.8,80,000 in 1938-39. The proportion
of the expenditure 10 the revenue is somewhat between 47} per cent. and
50} per cent. Surely, Sir, this is a very high percentage. In the land
revenue department the percentage of the average expenditure to the
average demand is probably not more than 12}, Of course we do not expect
that the expenditure in the Forest Depariment should be as low as that,
but I think, Sir, that the present rate of expenditure on the establishment
is certainly very high. The expenditure on the whole Forest Department
is again more than 68 per cent. of the revenue. It is time therefore that
Goveri ment reduce the expenditure on the department and try to
make out a larger revenue. In this connection 1 would like to suggest the
Government that they should try to popularise the leaf manuring system
and if possible, try to earn something thereby, :

Maulavi MUHAVMAD AMVIJAD ALI: Will the hon. member
please explain the term °® Jeat manuring system . ?

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: The agriculturists in our province, as a
rule, do not know how to manure their lands. There are different kinds
of manuring which are very well known to the hon..members of this House.
Bonemeal and other methods of manuring land are known to many and
leaf manuring is one of them. It is a common know edge here that the
forests resources have not been exploited as much as they should
have been. I will therefore urge upon the Government again that
they see their way to reduce the expenditure particularly on the
es_tabhshment and try to introduce better methods to work out the forests
with a view to increase revenue.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The motion moved is that the total
Provision of Rs. 8,87,300 under Grant No. 4, Major head—10.—Forest at
page 45a0§ the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100.

- awlavi MABARAK ALI: Mr. S eaker, Sir, I rise to support the
e moved by my hon friend SrijutpKameswar Das. I only want to

speak a few wor ;
expenditure ozr?:ig about the revenue of the Forest Department and the

The Hou’hle St .
yuat . .
hon. member please spany Iigcrrugu KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Will the

Mr. B
r. BAIDYANATH MOOKER_]EE : He is trying his best, Sir,

Maulavi ATE
i csti:lat:; ! I:gAE?R;:RR%&:_ The forest revenue for the year 1938-39
Rs.11,74,000 ice., 71 per cent. of f 200 the estimated expenditure is

of . i
Officers of the department, the ‘whole revenueis swallowed by the
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Now, the question is whether it is a _soun'd business propcl)ls‘linon a:;s;;:)lntig
have this sort of top-heavy character in this department. e q,u S
whether this department is only meant for maintainiag SAme 51‘;1"" tilised
to bring some money to the Government COIT("I' so that it may Ic uarllt e
in the nation-building Department. Now, Sir, at the outset f\}: o
=bring to the notice of the hon. members that the forest revenue o ;] e :}'mc
1928-29 according to the revised estimate was Rs.40,90,000. At atElxra
the number of Forest Officers was 12 and the number of.Forest c,lcﬁ'
Assistant Cor servators was 16. Butin the next year, i.e., in the bu{)gto
ted year the forest revenue has dropped down from Rs.40,90,00 has
Rs.16,79.000 but we find that the number of the Forest Officers s
remained the same and the number of Forest Extra  Assistant Consef‘-'aton
has increased from 16 to 19. With the drop in the revenuc we ﬁndhat
increase in the expenditure, Now, Sir, under the circamstances, ‘}’-}fis
would 2 good master do ? He would have certainly dismissed some o
servants at least, but what are our Government doing ?

: . . t

(4 voice—Trying to balance the budget.) In this matter our prPsC';_
Government is following the example of Ministry Sir, when they could Pro-
duce a surplys budget, number of the Ministers were five but when they pro

| >V A 5
duced a deficjt budset the number of the Ministers are six (laughter.) It}
now for the House to form its opinion.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: When the hon. mcmb‘:‘:
says that 71 per cent. of the forest revenue is swallowed up by the depaf
ment, has he calculated what portion of the expenditure is charged ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Isthc hon. member in a position t0
answer thijs ?

Maulavi M
Revenue Depart

¢ thMa?UIavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: What percentage is chargcd
ol that 3

ABARAI ALI: The charged money also comes from the
ment,

Maulav. : i - the hon. member to calculate
(4 voice—T ! MABARAK ALI: Itis for

hat is a matter of elementary mathematics.)

Srijut JOGES
lon, [ tak

lacts which
attention of Go

to the year 193

~OHAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, in supporting
e E?g;ffﬁ,fyof draw attention of the Govcrnmentt};‘c’
are of vital importance t> the poor villagers. I draw e
vernment to a thing which is of vital importance. Pﬂe
s almost all the villages had their village I'o_rc‘st rcscfc‘lv’ay
°m which the villagers used to gc‘tj s‘up]lnily (I)fthelr evc-ryl i
ir lives e.g., fuel, th_atch an sulc ot— cr materials 15
. But ,thosc village forests are no longer in existence no A
¢ n abolished by Government for no fault of tl_'je v.]iagcrot
At of course, have now put for.ward some reasons which are 1
at il convincing.,  S4 we are bound to infer that Government in abolishing
-+ 28¢ forests ware Zoadcd by the greed for increased revenue at th:
C‘?ﬂt of the Villagers,  Of eourse, I do not want the revival of those forcs
Yill agfstﬁl}ough I wish they could have been done, but which is an impossib!”
v 1s stage ag they are non-existent now.
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The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Will the

hon. member speak a little loudly. We cannot hear him from this side of
the House.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member will please come

forward to the front bench and speak.

(The hon. member then came forward to the front bench.)

Sr jut JOGESCHANDRA GOHAIN: My only intention is to bring
the matter to the notice of Government and in this connection I beg to
suggest that as the villagers have been d prived of a very important and
legitimate right, in lieu of that Government should make necessary provision
for suvply of their daily necessities of domestic use free of royalty.

The next point that I beg to bring to the notice of Government is this :—
that under the Assam Land Revenue Manual a cultivator is entitled to
get setilement of land up to 50 bighas. But in practice we find that no patta
is issued until and unless the land is cleared and occupied. In clearing the
land, Sir, it is necessary to fell sometimes even first class trees, As a rule
in occupying land for ordinary cultivation and where the land is not above
50 bighas, they are not to pay any royalty. But instances are not rare where
we find that the forest officers realise royalty even in such cases. I wish to
impress upon Government this point and request that clear instructions are
issued on their subordinates in the Forest Department so that they do not
harass the raiyats.

Another point to which I would draw the attention of the Government
is regarding forced or compulsory labour prevalent in the forest villages.
The rule is every forest villager who is a resident in a forest village or who
has land in such a village is bound to work for the Department for 10 days
in the year. Taking advantage of this rule ths

_ forest officers oppress the
raiyats in various ways. This forced labour is

a form of slavery I should
sav, and this must be put a stop to (kear ! hear!).

I would suggest that
clear instructions be issued on the above points, and translations of these
should also be widely circulated among the villagers, so that the villagers
can know all about this.

With thesc few words I bez to support the motion.

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise to support the
motion moved by my hon. friend, and in this connection I would like to
point out that I also gave a cut motion to censure the Government for not
cancelling the lease of a particular plot of land. I don’t like to move
that separately. In the last winter session of the Assembly I moved an
adjournment motion with regard to the settlement of a particular plot of
land at a public place at Kukurm

_ ara in the Kamrup district to Mr.
Hima1singka, a capitalist. Government gave an assurance

A that due
enquiry would be made and that Government would do the nee

] dful. But
1 am surprised to see that although nearly three months h

ave elapsed
Government have not cared to take proper steps for that up till now. Lhis

particular plot of land belonged to one Ramnath Bepari of Barpeta, and
thebf_;ovm-nment with the alleged purpose of using that plot of land for
1;‘:3341c plg'poses? acquired it by paying compensation to the said bepari in
: l)pro ably in th~ month of June, but after three years this plot of land
as heenbseuled with Mr, Himatsingka, and we are surprised to find why
this has bee, dox.le s0. consider it a mean conspiracy on the part of
Govcmcfinifm to rob Peter to pay Paul. If the Government did not require
the !anl = public purposes 4ny more it should have been settled wich the
origimal owner. I hope lhi:l the Government will not fail to do justice
this time. The then Hon’ble Minisier of Forest had gone to the loca-
lity and he personally er.quired into the matter and I am sure he was able
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to gauge the feelings of the people there. He is however no longer in the
office and if proper action is not taken in the mean time I am sure there
will be a breach of the peace there (laughter). )

My hon. friend Mr. Gohain brought to the notice 9f the
House the question of forced labour which is prevalent in the
forest department. The term * forced labour ” though does not
appear in the Forest Manual, but people are gencrally forc?d to render
labour indirectly, Sir, it must be borne in mind that to me it is as mlfc.
necessary an ingredient for our daily life in the same sense in which ‘Bha_t 1
necessary for our own existence. People cannot do without fuel, and 1t 18
for this reason that they have to render forced labour. I hope this Govern-
ment will follow the examples of other Governments like the Government
o_f Bihar and the Central Provinces, and try to give this little bit of conces-
sion to the people of the province whom the Government propose to repre:
sent here.

_AsTegards Mela Shikar, I put a number of starred questions on the
subJeCt,.and replies were given to some, but I was not convinced of the
reply given. Moreover I find that about 80 seats were allotted, an
only 25 people have been given seats although there were as many as 1
applicants, and although there were more than 150 elephant-owners in the
Wé_imruP district. I would like to know why this anomally has taken place

il Government please enquire why some people have got more

seats than they are entitled to and some were given no seat at all ? Mor¢-
over;lithe -Mela.i, Shikar. was very badly conducted 3 through the short-
sightedness of the officers in charge of Mela Shikar people have been 2 ¢
to  capture very few elephants, as they were permitted to capture
dephants, in a very small area where practically elephants could not be
ff’““t!- For this reason most of the mal aldars have heen losers, and if further
time js not allowed they will be totally ruined. So I hope th: Gover?”
Nt will allow them time till the 31st of March so that they can make UP
their deﬁcien(:y.
€n, as to th 9 1 of the Department, the Department contains
many Divisional ]Sogggsogrf]gcers and Clhief Fore.t Officer. There is N0
ecessity of s many highly paid officials and ecven the Forest Extra Assistant
OMmissioners and other Subordinate Officers can very well manage thi$
€Partment without the help of the Divisional Forest Officers and Chief
forest Officer., These highly paid officers eat up the major portion of the
OTESt revenue, whereas the officers who actually do the work, such as forest
g::)irlflsa foresters, deputy rangers and rangers, are starving. Therefore,
b vt ;}j;ggest that the number of higher officials s}_lould be decreased an
DAY Shr ler of these subordinate officers should be increased and also thel”
W'u d be Increased accordingly. x
ith these few words I sppport the motion.
speaﬁf_‘“sl?"i Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY : Mr.
to suppe ir. At the very outset I should like to say that I am n t going
attcntig I't the motion of the hon. mover, I am only' speaking to draw th€
of my gl of the Hon’ble Minister in charge tu the grievances of the people
griev Onstituency, The oppression of the forest officers is a common
ance of yg 5] people, and my hon. friend Maulavi Maqgbul HussaiP
acterised this is @ forest zoolum. 1 fully corrobornte th€
and we bOthﬂll{ade by him. We both come from the same subdiyision
case | may ¢ Now Sir, where our shoe‘ }?lnchcﬁ. ‘gn ordex: to support my
in the: distri ot the case of Duara Bazar in the Police Station of Chhataka
ICt of Sylhet Bazar. The matter may be small, but i i

question of . i A
which ig Vef}?hﬁﬁga;{‘he people are undergoing a great deal of hardship

D
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Sir, I have got the same mandate from my constituency to ask the
Hon’ble Minister in charge for the immediate removal of the present staff
and to make enquiries into the matter. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge
be pleased to............ -

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : We are discussing the question of
Jocal grievances and the hon. member is dilating too much. ;

Maulavi Dewan MUHAMMAD AHBAB CHAUDHURY: Wil
the Hon’ble Minister in charge be pleased to lcok into the matter and
remove the grievances ?

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: With regard
to the forest policy, Sir, T do not know if it is the policy of Government to
keep the agriculturists helpless so far as their cattle is concerned. Every-
body knows that the prosperity of the country of the province depends upon

the prosperity of the agriculturists and for their prosperity the prosperity
of their cattle is indispensable I come from an area where the people have
more than once impressed upon me the necessity of pressing on the Govern-
ment about these grievances of theirs. So far as the people living in the
neighbourhood of the Raghunandanpur hills which is in the forest range
of Jagadispur from time immemorial had been tending their cattle in these
places I mean in the hill areas. But unfortunately for the last two decades
the Governmont have been bringing these areas within the forest reserves.
This has led to a number of serious riots and it is so unfortunate that in one
case 2 death even took place. A number of cattle is put into the pound
every year, because the villigers cannot but leave their cattle within the
forest reserve area, as they have no other alternative. I remember
that in the last budget session, I drew the attention of the Government to
the miseries of these villagers and the Hon’ble the Revenue Minister
was also pleased to make a note of it. But I am sorry to find that Govern-
ment has been very conservative on it and no enquiry has been made.
Even if an enquiry was made, I think it must have been made from the very
people in charge of the departments who have a vested interest. I do not
know what is the policy of Government. I urge upon Government
that they should leave a portion of the forest area open for the use of the
cattle. This is the most vital problem that awaits solution. Government
must first of all regulate their policy so as to allow people living near about
these areas to tend their cattle in those areas. ‘
The second serious concern is this. So long they have been getting
forest materials from the Raghunandanpur hills which as I said falls with.
in the Jagadispur forest range, they are not getting a good market for
the forest materials. They were allowed to cut forest materials at cheaper
rates when the market rate has fallen down the royalty has been enhanced.
This is rather going to be a very bad_ thing financially for them. Many of
these people have to depend for their maintenance upon the forest material
they get from these forests. But now when the markets have fallen, the
royalty is rather excessive. These are the miseries for the poor people over
there which cannot be lightly left- over. These things must be enquired
into and their grievances satisfied. If the reports are called for from these
very people in charge of the forest, I am afraid that no good can come out
of such an enquiry. ~ So my appeal to the Hon’ble Minister would be that
these matters should be independently judged by independent people
pthﬁ" than those who are in charge of the forest range who have a vested
interest. ISO f:"ﬂ' as the grievances I have mentioned are concerned, they
are not the grievances of one isolated village or only one or two villages.
. They ?’f?_'?f?o{nmo.p' grievances of thousands and thousands of people who are
suffering for want of'grazing land for théjr cattle or for . want of. their only
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means of living, namely, the forest materials which are the only source of
livelibood for them. I would urge on Government not to remain satia"ﬁcd
with mere assurances but to see that a proper enquiry is made. Agam_I
should urge that the enquiry should not be left to these very officers in
charge of the forest because in that case the result will never be satis-
factory. I suggest that these grievances should be left to be enquired into
by the Deputy Commissioner. The present Deputy Commissioner 18
Mr. Marar who was for sometime the Subdivisional Officer at Habigan]
and I am sure if the Hon’ble Minister leaves the matter for enquirv by him
and direct him that he should go to the locality and make a thorough
enquiry, I am sure that not only will the people be benefited but the
revenue also would be increased. Because my people are agrecable even
to take settlement of certain lands on payment of premium for the area
opened out to their cattle. p

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member has excceded his
time.

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Just one
minute, Sit. 1 do not know that in any way Government js going to be
benefited by keeping these lands under the supervision of these forest
officers. Ifit is leased out and opened out fer the village people for the
use of their cattle, not only would Government be earning the gratitudc of
these poor people who are now Suﬂ'crjng very acutely but at the same time
that will also be helping the exchequer of the Government. With these
words, I take my stand,

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA : Sir, I have also a motion in my
name regarding the Forest Department, and I shall speak on this. The an-
xiety of the Forest Department to protect the forest produce even of the drilt
wood has created universal agitation against the forest laws by our people-
The forest laws are harsh in theory and harsher in practice. "Fuel timber
drifiing in the rivers are not allowed to be caught by people living on the
riverside sometimes even at the risk ol life. People are to pay royalty
twice, firstly on the very seizure and secondly when that piece of timber is
being utilised _fo" Purposes other than burning. Do Government think
that these drift wood should be carried away to the sea ?  That will be the
osition if this rule is to he strictly followed. People have been deprived of
their right to sell fuel and other timber grown in their own lands. A new
circular demanding .a certificate of origin for selling fuel ir: the Sibsager
district has caused widespread indignation and resentment. All over the
district, Protest meetings are being held and people are horror struck and
mortiﬁcd to ﬁng:l Ehls sort of molestation being immediately followed by the
o callcd_ remission of land revenue. If the Government carc to respect
ublic opinion, SUChaCircular must be withdrawn. The time has come
when our Government must see to relax the forest laws rendering them more
aseful to the Feople and (6 the carile population in general.  Wijth these few
words I beg to support the motion. .

Sir, T shail mainly discuss

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA:
about the transit rules. Now, sjr, the definition of forest produce is perhaps
In t.e

more comprehensive than (he connotation of God the All-mighty.
“Forest Act it has been defined and in the Forest Manual which'I have before

me gives an illustrative list as follows :— .
<« Forest produce includes (a) the following, whether found in or
brought from a forcsE Or not, that is to say :—timber, charcoal, caotchouc,
and ““timber” includes trees, when they have fallen or

catCChu; L 'f'_' u d ..... 2
pave been £€7ed, and all wood, wheher cut up or fashioned or hollowed out
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So it comes to this that a pen or pencil or a drawing room croton are
all forest produce. The result is, that in the transit of everything made of
timber the law requires that there must be some transit pass or certificate of
origin, if it is brought from a private land. Now, to obtain a certificate is a
question of time and money and it is a cumbrous procedure. In page 72 of
the Forest Manual it is stated that a ““certificate of origin in the case of forest
produce from private land on an article on which anything is not due to
Government must be issued by the owner of such land or is duly authorised
by an agent and must bear such signature or stamp of the owner or his
registered agent as has been previously registered in the local Divisional Forest
Ofﬁce, and such certificate shall be produced by the holder at the Revenue
station specified therein to be dealt with as noted hereafter.” So, in order
to get a certificate of origin one must apply to the Divisional Forest Office,
which is generally situated in the district headquarters. Then again there
will be an enquiry and it requires about one year or two before a man who
is lucky enough to get such certificate. Now there are home-made articles
which require a quick sale and there are other transactions which require
imrn.cdlqte completion, and if in these cases a man has to get a certificate of
origin his object is frustrated by the delay. This rule has given a long rope
to our forest officers who even molest people for a mere bundle of faggot o
the sale of plough in the bazar. Even in the case ol very small things the
vigilance of the forest officers is not wanting and they will go and persecyte
the owner if he has not got a certificate of origin. A number of foregt
prosccutions in the Karimganj subdivision during the last two or three years
have been due to the technical defect of not having a certificate of origin
I also know of people who have been prosecuted in places where there aré
no Government forests at all within twenty or thirty miles. So these rules
about transit are very hard and they have been mis-used by the foreg;
officers.

So, Sir, I think this rule regarding transit should be modified so that it
may not contemplate the sale or transit of things grown or made ip the
home. A man may own a mango or jack-fruit tree 1n his ]}ous_,e and mg,
try to dispose of it. Now such disposal will come once Or twicein the Jjfa.
time of a man. 1In that case it is not possible for him to run to the district
headqual_'ters to get a certificate of origin for selling it. The expense he has
to incur in this process will perhaps equal the price of the tree he wantg to
sell. S0, T suggest that this rule regarding the certificate of origin myg¢ be
modified and the definition of forest produce also must be relaxed. 1 thinlk
particularly this portion which speaks of registration in the Dlyisional Forest
Office should be eliminated. I think jfa person gives a certificate of opy in
stating that it was grown in his private land, the Government officers shoulq
take 1t prima facie as correct and give the man a free pass, and if subge.
quently it is proved that a person has given a false certificate, I think

: ther
fh : . e
3:;" srtll clent instruments in the hands of the Government to put that man
The s
ppie Hon’ble the SPEAKER - The hon. member has exceedeq hig

Babu RABINDRA N : :
the motion of my hon. frieﬁTH ADITY A With these Words, Sin, 1

Srij d, Srijut Kameswar Das. *UPport
Tijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: On a point of information

Shall those of us who have o :ons in the hope of -
this matter get a chance to Spegi‘lze;l cut motions in th 5 Speakmg

The Hon’ble the SPEAKF,
one ©of those who tabled cut
able to give chances to all,

on

I shall try to give a chance ¢

Motions but I do not know whether | ﬂh:ﬁc{,)é
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Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Sir, I want to speak a few words abouts
afforestation and disforestation. In the Garo Hills instead of afforestation:
the area should be opened for the cultivation of the people in the Forest
Department. But the forest authorities are doing contrary-wise ; because In
the Bagmora Reserve and other places those portions in the rcscrved_ areas
where there are no valuable timber trees are being used as colonization
arcas, where the colonists make jhums and plant sal trees, instead of
throwing open those areas for the cultivation by disforestation, and open.
permanently for cultivation.

As regards afforestation you will see, Sir, the area of afforestation in.f.he
Garo Hills is more than 2,000 acres during the year 1937-38. So regarglmg‘
this afforestation and disforestation in the Garo Hills the Hon’ble Minister
should make an enquiry and take needful action.

. So far as corruption is concerned I am fully satisfied to express that I
quite agree with the view of other hon. members who have spoken.
With these few words I express my grievance and bring it to the notice of
the I;[o}}’ble Minister in charge for his needful action.

Sir ﬁ.‘“ fj “1;5 5?533ES‘;*JAR' SARMAK: The forest policy of the Government,

? t Aasone at all, is difficult to gather, because as yet we have no indi-
;?S%OT;IOFL i, All _that we have und‘crslood‘till now is that it is exacting and
iI‘rcsplﬁ(il- .IJC—-foact:rlg I _must say in that.1t wants to get as much as 1t Cilinn
b(:cau;(; .»ttdgf the consu.lc:.mtmn of' the _1nc1d<:nce ot taxation, and erraHC,
a".loptr"d L iU]CS not take into con.s1dcrat10n whether a particular po :()i'
oo th; W‘t)”f- conduce to the ultimate success and welfare of forestry, aa.m
e 'nmt_tcr of that the people of Assam. We all agree that Ajsex-
ploitad i’mfil(:nlsc forest resources and that these have to be developed an =
e z;n 0 the bencefit of the people of the province. Up till now we hr:n,'t’:’]?‘ll‘u=
s 0:1?—- Uf:h: scheme where from this province may gather its revenue.
tl"ac:tg o might cite, I mean the plant for treating in sleepers—and the cons
ended .m‘fl"(ld Into with the Assam- Bengal and the Eastern Bengal Rallwﬂ-yti;
fiaii 0“1 ﬁ» .lmpc_-lcss lailure c‘lue to the inefliciency of supervision, I refer
- ;‘)cmuon at Nabharkatia. Tc_) cnab]c_ Govemmt_znt to develop forestry

the resources of the forests with a view to bring in as much benefit

as 1 . - -
o p‘{oSSlb]Ce expert advice is essentially necessary. But when I
€Xpert 5 5

elen) advice, Sir, my heart shievers to think of the very costly white

PUANts, T dg nop suegest them, but I suggest a man with experience an

Practical I = : 2 P 3 DlviD

e : Nowledge of Indian conditions and circumstances will possibly b€
o

Lo elp the department in developing the resources qf our forests.
o }, fesent officers, I am extremely sorry to say, do not exhibit any talent
of the i{lattcr- Those at the top appear to be having a complete grasp
orough working of the department under them and do not appear

a4 first-class practical experience or knowledge of this affair.

o possess
Now, Sir, when lorest resources are to be tapped one thing will have to

be taken

three 'to consideration, and it is this. In the matter of taxing there are
of £ .c)).ns,zd(;x‘aiions which must be taken into account. Firstly the necessaries
e, i\jii)ijle, sccondly the conveniences of the people and thirdly their luxu-

tax ry e Cl-established principles of taxation teach us that luxuries we can

: t'essly, conveniences, with due consideration and that necessaries can-
“ed.  While this province has got no scheme of development or of
own 1" lmoney out of its forest resources, we find, Sir, that it has gone
i the extent of taxing absolute necessaries of the poor cultivators. I
Out one single instance.

yoa—
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S ally over-
As we all possibly know by now, the island of Ma.]u};_ IZn?fn?fglug e
flooded. There is practtqally very little forest produce (l)d i trel e
excepting simul wood, which was also cut down ?nd 50 R
The only thing that is there is thatching grass which grorofcssional Lretdel:
thatching grass is of course sometimes cut and sold by p S e
people, but it is mostly used by the indigenous peophe e T
Majuli, who in their off harvest season go and cut the tS'af S di ]
the purpose of re-thatching their houses. O‘ur eople, oIr ,{herc S
poor. They themselves go there in their boa'ts, stay~ s
cutting this thatching grass, bring boat-loads of it for 10.(-} e
houses. Now, what has this Government done ? Thl_s i 0: R whe;t
sold out this grass as a :hatch mahal in the island 9f M‘"‘Juhla :mtl‘at el
amount, Sir ? Hon. members might be Sl‘lrprlscfi toI ear onlﬁdcnt “that
only a paltry sum of Rs. 150. For the sum of Rs. 150— amve.: tf_ 't;) g
I will not be far wide the mark when I say that—about twen ')t B tY
thousand people will suffer. Those cultivators who golt?d o8 tbm?im rg
re-thatch their own houses has now to pay a tax to theﬂma 1% ar ; 0] 3{\ o
the mahal has been leased out for a sum of Rs. 1->0‘-_ h a‘{m 0(?(; e
Government to extend the same humanitarian consideration Eo 20, > po?r
cultivators, which has been extended to another _ofﬁqer of the I orcit he?fal t-
ment I mean Mr. Rowntree ?  (Laughter.) This will not E{OSt even half as
much as has been bestowed upon that worthy officer. [_I o HOISS_(? nllunh
grudge if a man falling ill is extended some help. But o S!GMSC":; ir, cfl; ere
is another side of the pitcure. All the same, when it 1srﬁ one, [1 }‘s ‘ tgne.
If half average pay leave is granted simply for Jomlngd office 911—1 y for four
days at Shillong, may I also ask Governmcnt to extend a sn‘ml_ar CIOHSIC]CI‘—
- n to some twenty thousand people in and around Majuli, who after
i:l?vest time go and cut this grass only for re-thatching their own humble
shelters which in most cases are inferior to the cow—sheiq orwft{xbll_e of my
friend hon. Mr. Hockenhull ?  (Laughter.) I request this Majuli Thatch
Mahal be forthwith abolished.

So, Sir, I say that at the time of -aising the revenue f}‘omI th<13d forestry,
nsideration is to be had that the necessaries of the people s ?ou“ not he
c'oxed- The convenience that the people have out of the fglestb may be
:;xcd with consideration. But luxuries have to b‘e taxe.d \Vltil‘;aa view to
increase the revenue of the province and resources arc to be definitely

developed and exploited in economic basis.

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Mr. Speaker, Sir, T do not wish to
take much time of the House, as I want to speak bu{ 2; few words, This
Forest Department, Sir, is a top-heavy one, and I:vou_d 111{6 Fo suggest the
names of a few officers who are on the staff of this depar tmeu.t.‘ \‘\’hl}e
Assam was yielding the highest income from the forests, these highly paid
officers were not there. It was then managed only by the Rangers apg
Deputy Rangers who were much less paid than the present officers, §g
I would suggest some reduction in the number of hlghly paid officers. For
instance I should think that the post of the Sylviculturist and the Utilisation
Officer are not necessary. And 1 also think, Sir, that the Goalpara tramyay
which is a losing concern, should be handed over to the Railway Department
for its management. Another thing I should like to mention here ig B
the working plan and regeneration of the forests. S0 faras my information
gocs, in an acre ofland about 20 sal trees are nourished and it tale

minimum time of 80 years to be fully grown. If we begin now most
probably we will not be able to reap its fruit,
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Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : We cannot follow anything, Sir.

- Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Sir, roughly calculating, these
20 trees will at the end of 80 years yicld about Rs.400. Now I would like to
draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the fact whether this process of
work is a profitable one. L

Then T would speak a few words about the Bijni forests and 1 think 1t
will not be out of place to mention here the state of affairs in the iorest§_0_f
Bijni Court of Ward’s Estate, because Government is a trustee of the Bijmt
forests. ) .

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEE: On a point of information,
Sir. I wantto know whether the hon. member means to say that thert
should not be any regeneration work ?

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : No, I did not mean that. What
I say is that after 80 years we get only Rs.400 and it is not commensurate
with the labour involved and money spent. So I request the Hon'ble
Minister to investigate into the systemn of the work.

Sir, we are speaking here of top-heavy administration always. Let m’c
say something about the Chief Forest Officer of the Bijni Court of Ward’s
Estate. The management under him has not improved the forests there:
Rather I would say that he has not been able to make any improvement.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member has reached his
ti me limit. ]

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : Sir, I hope you will kindly give
me a few minutes more,

Last year we found that (here was only one foreign contractor thert
but this year from the answer to some of my questions I find that there af_fsf
four more foreign contractors who have been given contracts under thlt

Bijni Court of Ward’s Estate. Thus it will be scen how this Chicf Fores
Officer of Bijni Estate ig turning out local people by giving pre:fcrentlal treat-
ment to the foreigners. When these coupes are sold in auction he declares
that only worse trees are to be given to the contractors for the nnprovcmt;lfit
of the forest. But when this officer goes inside the forest screen, they give
ood trees to the foreign contractors and worse trees to the local contractors.
Thus the local people cannot make any profit in the open market when they
have to compete with the foreign contractors who are given good trcfsc-
My hon. friend My. Rup Nath Brahma will realise this. Our people cut th
trees themsclves "Vélf:reas the foreigners employ labourers and yet our loc

e cannot make a5 ]

P COpivIr. BAIDYANA'}Y]-? r?\gtc.)OKER]EE : We also realise. )

Maulavi JAHANUDDIN AHMED : But what we find about this
forest officer, we find that he has been given increment just to make the top-
heavy administration heavier stil]l. Sir, if @ reward is tgo go to a person who
knows how to oust the local people by foreigners then I have nothing to say:
So I hope the Hon’ble Minister will look into this and try to help the loca

cople 11 the matter and with these few words I beg to resume my seat.
P Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir: I shall first
deal with the system of double payment of royalty. Qne of the _common
ricvances which are put forward to us ‘A{h_Cﬂ WE are in villages is against
exorbitant rate of forest royalty and atr ocities of the officials of the forest
de artment and one of these forest grievaaces 1s the high rate of royalty
lised on imported forest produce and trouble  Those” are experienced by
he villagers during extraction and transit: T'he village agriculturists of the
poro crop f_area in the Sunamgan_i subdiwsmnrrﬂlre required to import poorest
roducc.rlom flfie Khasi and Jaintia Hills. They are to pay high rate to
?he officials of the Sjemsg, ‘They are to face various difficulties in bringing

articles from the hills, about’which I shall not be allowed to s ak b
the House, as the members of the. Cabinet will jump at and zf:l:: for ;fc‘?::
ruling, Sir, to gag meif I deal with excluded "areas. So I shall restrict

self to British territories only. These people are to pa
ir'gx?::st officers. 1 object to these double pgynll)ents. pay second royalty to
Now I shall quote the rates from the forest regulation
hundred bundlets'h of cane they are to pay Rs.3-2-0 ; for eve
thatching grass they are to pay annas 2 ; for every mau
are to pay annas 3 and for every bundle of rceds.:: (extrgdng{ Efﬁ)?vm:ld ey,
have to pay 3 pies. All these articles, the people require ve bc cgl e
agricultural purposes and for construction of their houses, Nowryat ah Yo
glance these rates look very low, but real ly they arc not so. Even t1 the first
of the vﬂlagcrstrcqttlure ;_illfhusands of bundles of thatching grass ang gp:
aying once to the 3 er
lt::’ht}:,m g tls, the second payment becomes g hardship to
Then I come to the concession rate. This is termed a
import permit at Rs.2-8-0 per month. I should say tha.ts }:Ef:;e Concession
been fixed arbitrarily and this is no concession at all. Tteis &5 € rates haye
ticable for one person to extract forest produce from the h.lflnply Imprac-
require two other companions at least to work on the hiHl i € must
articles gl.xdcgl dqwn t}_lc hilly stream to the foot of the bl aS and haye the
boat to his village, which may be situated many miles aWay__ncg thence by a
miles. I may mforn"x the House that the cultivators from al? out 40 ¢ 50
lying under the Police Stations of Sunamgani, Taherpur, p the Villages
Deruni and Sullan go to extract these forest produce. The 5 haramp(,sha
tion permit at Rs.2-8-0 includes the following articles . OIEC Consumyp,.
maunds, bamboos including Nali and Chiken and Darlu-—_l'% r'€wood lg 0
canes 5 bundles of 75 pieces, reeds of any kind 20 bundles 20 b() n ny
500 in number, etc. These are not sufficient for an agricultyp.. 2dles
or 5 members. Some of the items are insufficient for poorest \l,sfl Amily o 4
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is Wager,
time. Cﬁeding h'
Babu KARUN_A SINDHU ROY: For this they have to s
per permit. Even in these cases they have to make doub]e
to the Siem and again to Government. This double paym Aymen ¢
discontinued. dslf 3
Now as regards official atrocities I have many exper;
no time to dilate upon that. But I will urge foZ' thi r:::::e
law.

8, but
ndmt.nt 1 ha\re

of
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That has been gp; d b the
members. Y Many Oty
Babu KARUNA SINDHU ROY: To avoid corruptioy, 3
official atrocities I suggest that their powers should be curty; .
: : ; tailed Preven;
sections of the Forest Regulation should be amended ang the of the

power should be entrusted to a standing forest Committ ule. X

. ee Ma
Hous_e uutca_a.d of to the Local Government. By Local Goverglected yktlﬁg
certain officials who make rules at their whims. Most of e Ment 4, 13

Assam Forest Regulationg oot Meay
: , 1891, beginning from 49 and epq;, > Ctiong

amer}‘d ment. Section 60(1) giv,es unlimited powers to ofﬁqc‘lm In 63 rOf the

Any Forest Officer lalg . equire

r Police Officers may, withgy,

Magitrate and without 4 Warrant, arrest any Person reag,

3 T €ry
of having been concern nabl, . Tom ,

ed i e
ment for one month gy ?j;:vz?gsforitz_stsﬁfé‘flngzl‘sgzn;z?dble Suspecteq
. 3 us Impy;
T 5 . €s t B T1501-
and residence, Or gives a napme or residence which there : o g 1prison

Name

>3 : ) is
to be false or if there is reagon to believe that he will ab&co:xdeamn to belieye

*
.
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Maulavi Magbul

This section is always misused, and my hon. friend
so I need

Hussain Chaudhuri has already given instances to the House ;
not say anything further.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI:
to speak on this motion, I quite feel that by a fre:
port folio has been entrusted to a deforested gentlenan.
friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman has got curious about what I me
‘deforested’. I would recite two lines of poetry. '

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKER]JEE : This is no place for poetry..

‘Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: So what I want first to point
outis this: A custom prevailsin the Goalpara district in the vmnuty'_Of
Garo Hills—(my friend Mr Marak may speak on it)—{rom time immemorial
Garos have been enjoying the custom of getting as much wood as 'thcy
require for building scheools and. churches under a customary right. That
right has now been denied to them. Thisisa custom ; we all know from
time immemorial the Garos were allowed this privilege. But there has bce.n
a tendency to deprive them of this custom. I should inention this in this
connection and would refer my Hon’ble friend Mr. Chaudhuri, the Minister,
that he should take this into account and see il it is possible to recast the
law in favour of the Garo people in the Goalpara district in the neighbour-
hood of Garo Hills. :

I want to inculcate upon the Government the question of miz-_ba”-kdf
1hat is a lawless thing which is pursued in Goalpara and possibly in some

places in the permanently settled portions of Lh.c districts of Cachar and
Sylhet. To my questions with regard to this poini the Hon’ble Revenue
Minister has admitted that it has no sanction of law behind it. He says—it 1s
being realised under a custom from time immemorial. Admitu:dly,_Sn‘, this
san-ban kar has no sanction of law behind it. I do not kn_ow how in these
days of provincial autonomy and in these days u'f responsible and .popular
Government, a custom like this, which is agamst the popular rights pf
eople, can conginuc.. I would urge upon Government to sce that of their
own initiative this thing goes off. ) . ‘

Here in this connection I would refer to section 95 of the Goalpara
Tenancy Act, Whel'e_if{ we find that any tax or abw(z-f) may be donec away
with under its provisions. So, Sir, by a circular or by an amending law
this has got to be done away with. o -

Next I come to the forced labour system. In my district, there are big
forests such as Kachugaon, Haltugaon, Bijni an‘d Pooars., where we find
this system of fprced labour. It is but one aspcc_.l? of slavery. { hope .-the
Govcrnment will see that this is done away with. My Hon’ble friend

:iut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri who is in charge of forests has been always
Sréi-;ampion of popular liberty and I think he must -have this bit of sense of

Ry CR4Y e that this sort of 5.
d;gn}i}lfl ::,’I;f,n’ble the SPEA;?E(I):? grl(-)ﬁc hon. member has exceeded his
AP ; . Y :
9 faulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALL: Contiacts in the Forost
De artment are engaging the attention of this House. This Government
'ph-t to formulate a policy so that the local people, to the exclusion of the
ougi aers, may get some profit out of it. This is intimately connected with
orcf%rcst poli y, and possibly this Government will take note of this and
E urt at local pcople even if there be some curtailment of revenue from the
sec est Department, may get some contracts to the exclusion of foreigners.
For Sir’_a.friend of mine, Srijut Kameswar Das, has pointed ou. about ‘the
eration. Systcm. Possibly this is a fact that it would vyield- greater
regen to our Forest Department : : ; d
rcvcnuc .

Mr. Speaker, -Sir, as I rise
1k of fortune the forest
Sir, I sce my hon.
an by

1
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The leaf manuring system is sure to yield greater profit to, the Forest
Department. - This also might be looked:-into. ; xR 2 :

‘Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: The two lines of poetry. - Sy

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: The two lines of poetry which
I wanted to quote are: _ : , 34

Kar Dia Curzon Ne jon Mardawki Surat De Khiya
Dari Moch Ka Safaya Safa chut isiko Kahis<hay

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I want to have the meaning of the
two lines, so that we may understand these. The hon. member referred to
Lord Curzon, -

Maulavi MUHAMBMAD AMJAD ALI: The meaning is that Lord
Curzon, by his own example, has rendered all males into females. You
can see the appearances of males, shaven of beard and moustache. This
1s called ““devoid of hair’’. That is deforestation. Sir, my Hon’ble- friend,
Srijut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri, who has both his: upper and lowerlips:
shaved. People in that age of Lord Curzon were deprived of their manly.
appearances by shaving clean. That policy to my mind, Sir, is the deforesta-
tion policy. The former Forest Minister has long (beard) forests but his
successor has become deforested. Hence, Sir, we have- to urge upon the
Government to have recourse to the policy of Regeneration which will
bring considerable revenue to the Forest Department.

: Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, I tabled two other motions in:
order to raise discussion about the conduct of the Forest Officers as well as the
conduct of the Demarcating Officers. As. the time allotted to each hon.
member is very small I shall try to confine myself only to. certain. local
grievances. My constituency isnear the Putijuri Hills, A gentleman of
Bahubal Thana has got certain Ilam lands from Government. The
demarcation was put forth by certain Amin from Maulvibazar- but later
on the Forester of Putijuri put the land in such- a serious troubled condi-
tion that the man had to undergo a good number of prosecution cases;

Almost in all cases he and his party were convicted.
The Hom’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: May I know

when this prosecuting was started ?
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: The prosecution was started only in

last year. I as a leagal practitioner had to appear on behalf of the party:
and the proper authority was approached with a pleader’s notice by which
the Deputy Commissioner was threatened that unless the demarcation, put
by the Amin of Maulvibazar could be marked out, Government: would: be
liable-up to the extent of Rs.6,000. Then, Sir, this matter was referred to
the local Ranger but the Officer delayed the matter and the gentleman and:
his party were undergoing the prosecutions and were convicted. Onlya
very few persons, were acquitted. The number of cases was. not less than
one dozen., In one case the number of accused persons, as far. asc T
remember, was 24 or 25. After a-few, months we received order from the
Government that the line which was pointed out by the local Forester was
a'wrong one and the line of demarcation which was put forth By the Ilam
Amm_- of Maulvibazar was a correct one. Thea Sir, that gentleman
su}l:_mmed a petition to Government to compensate him for the heavy loss
vé ich he sustained towards the payment of fines, but Sir, up till mow I think

QF’CI‘I}_ment.has done nothing. .

sénaﬁ;\g Vililé‘:e tc‘:) deal ‘with Forest Guards. Of course, I have no per-
PEL U egelfa out th? working of the Rangers, and I have nothing to
always receive comlllgeiilf Cmiay tuency, AUt 88 regards the guarcye
to 16 bl i P against their conduct. The people are always put
uble on fimsy ground and the Magistrate without taking any evidence



|

646 DEMAND FOR GRANT [1sT MAR.
but depending mainly on the report, generally fine the people. I 'thmlf.
it is not fair on the part of the Magistrate to conduct the matter in this
way. The Magistrates are perhaps of opinion that these Forest Officers
have no man in the forest to support cases. ;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member has exceeded his
time.

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : I will finish it soon Sir. Some Forest
Officers at Habiganj were severely condemned by Magistrates. Slr,_ my h?“'
friend Maulavi Mabarak Ali has expressed the view that thc. adminstration
of the Forest Department is so costly that most of the revenue is consumed by
the Officers of the Department. In my last budget speech I also tncd.to
convince the House that about 80 per cent. of the income are being
consumed by the Officers that are maintained in the department. This
province of Assam has a very nice source of income in the Forest Depz.artrnf:nt
and if only for the maintenance of the Officers most of the income is being
spent then we cannot appreciate it. :
Then, Sir, as regards the regulations I should say that it is so old that it
has got to be changed. The word °trespass’ has been so nicely defined
that the Magistrates get such a free scope that if any person enters the
forest reserve only to pass, that man is held liable for trespassing the forest
reserve. I can cite many instances. As has been observed by my hon.
friend Baby Rabindra Nath Aditya the forest Manual or the Forest Regula-
tions must be changed and I hope the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the
Forest Department will look into this matter very seriously. Unless the
manual ig thoroughly changed, I think, our people cannot expect any relief
from the Government, '

.. .The Hon’ble the SPEAKER :
his time limjy,

.., Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : Sir, people living in the foot of the
Hills are deprived of pasture lands. This is the crying nced of the people
now, Pe0ple Iiving near the Hills have got no land for _theu‘ cattle. '

!le Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : Sir, we have discussed
about it more than two hours.
he Hon’ble the SPEAKER :

II};:)W', The{"c are other hon. member to speak.

on’ble Minister to reply.

Teml)r-h MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA :
ng has got ¢ ing. ‘
The ansbﬁsf‘ﬁ:g?ﬁ%n : The hon. member did not table any

motion. The hon. members agreed to have one cut motion to be discussed

and ;; they might get opportunities to speak.

T r. MAHENDRA NATH SAIKIA :
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Very well.

Srijut KHORSING TERANG : 7118 TZ(74, 8a1q37 $732 fclli Je Uk |
fafagiq in charge ¥ g wt@dq «iF WRLA TR I3 et 1 fafwa faarea
ae coifsray At cafs fag wifer Fifa AT 717 A o BF1 25| wpsiea
:f‘@m oo deey 3wl =1eq wfA W (SISAI forest qraAB Wifgw by on

S wifgify qo cataa ata e BF13 8333 sy 531 acalB fig afant

BT | 1w forg e orea e A0 | TR IS o R A

The hon. member has already exceeded

The hon. member should take his seat
At 4 o’clock I will ask the

Sir, my friend Srijut Khorsing

Sir, he will only speak a few
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Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I only refer
to a local grievance in the Kaziranga mauza ol the people in the villages
contiguous to the Kaziranga game reserve. Sir, there has been a practice
for many years for the Forest Department to issue passes to the villages for
grazing their cattle in the game reserve. There are no grazing reserves {or
about 14 villages nearby, viz., Kandhulimari Agratali, Ahomgaon and others
to graze their cattle except in this game reserve. There are also certajn
villages in the Kaziranga Mawza called Arimora and Charighoria,
Difflomukh where the practice of issuing passes is still existent. So, I say
that this disparity between these 14 villages and th_‘. others should be
removed as early as possible and the system be made available to the people
of the neighbouring 14 villages, or to relinquish a plot of land contiguous
to these from the Game Reserve for the purpose of grazing cattle, by the
villagers of these 14 villages.

Tie Hon’ble Maulavi Siiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA . Sir,
I have no mind to reply on behalf of Governmefit but I want to claar three
references that have been made to the f_inancxal asp-ct of the question,
Many hon. members—notably my hon. friend Maulavi Abdur Rahmap
have mentioned that whatever revenue the Forest DSPthment yields is
swallowed up by the officers’ salaries. But thatis not thz fact. Out of the
figures in the budget estimate for 1938-39 the forest ravenue is Rs.16,79,030,
pay of officers is Rs.2,53,750 and the pay of establishment is Rg 4,08,020.
‘These figures will clearly show that the charge that has been - levelled by
many of the critics is not borne out by facts. My hon friend Maulayj
Mabarak Ali has said that in the year 1928-29 the forest revenue wag
Rs.40,00,000 which although dropped in the subsequent year to Rs.lﬁ,OO,(}OO,
the expenditure was the same. He is correct. But, Sir, everybody knows
that the year 1928-29 was the boom year of the post-r f rm period. The
Forest Department was trying to have properly trainel officers ready to
avail of the rising market and equipped with the knowledge to put back the
ro::j; ° cut down and exploited and to increase the capital resources of the
Eecm?tﬁf{ L the forest products. With that 1deell the, Forest Departmen
,since 1930-;1112’}12%0@1‘18& at that time. _ Unlo_rtunacgctgz3 r?~wz\;'e§l}; one knows,
our forest prod, o Chd-wide depression set in an ere ¢ market for

ce. € were, therefore, led by the circumstances ¢ the

situation we are in m m
) ¥ mbers of the R m
Committee, T find my hon, eniig hongos etrenChNIem
00-

X friends Sriiut Debeswar Sarmah and Mr,
kerjee are here. . They kngy, i Osnlli?)}:s matter we had a very thorouat,
discussion with the Consgrvato_r of Forests and his Personal Assistant and’ x?v
have come to-the conclusion that the forest, cadre should be reduced to 256
Fhe matter has already been discussed in the Retrenchment. Committee. I

~

{
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have got only to sa that Government are trying their level best to :ld'OFﬁ
the policy of economy and retrenchment and they do not deserve afy
censure. !
Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Mr. Speaker. Sir, ]r“i”
rake only two minutes. T want to refer to certain local gricvance of i“c
Jorhat town. Sir, I know that {from time imnu-mc_;ri::l the villagers usec to
bring fuel from their own patia land to the town ol Jorhat for sale \\'jtl?OUf
any restriction. But of late since the present Divisional Officer ol _l'OlCSIS
has come to Jorhat he was found out a rule to the effeet that the villagers
shali not be allowed ta bring fuel o the Jorhat town without takinga per
mit from the Fores: Office and for such permit they are to pay some fee
So, Sir, the village people have been scared away and the people of the
Jorhat town aie in great difficulty in getting fuel. I do not know “-hc.:h-Cr
there is any rule like that, but even if there is one I hope the Hon'ble Minis-
ter will kindly see that the rule is amended so that the villarers are permit-
ted to bring fuel from their own lands for sale without paying anything lor
it and that the consuamers in the town of Jorhat are relieved of theil
difficulties in getting their fucl.  (Hear ! hear!)
The Hon’ble Srijut ROSIN{ KUMAR CHAUDRURT: Mr. Speaken
Sir, my hon. Iriend Srijut Debeswar Sarmali was complaining thatlh.e
maladministration in the Fojest Depariment was due to the fact that there
was no thorough man at the head of the department.  If by that he means
that tie present Revenue Mijnister has no intimate knowlelge ol the forest
affairs, then certainly [ plead guilty to the CHATEE s i gn s
(A voice.—No, no, that is not meant.) -
If he means that the Conservator of Forests a_nd the De;)ut?/ C')n?erv?:
tors are at fault, then I nfust join issue with him, bscause those ?’.HCC!J
have been in the work for many many years ‘and hive been working i
-the forest from the very beginning of their carccr.
Srijut DEBESWAR SARMIAH: They do not know even how many
officers there are in their department.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDIHURI: I have very

recently taken over this portiolio and 1 feel very] m’uch obliged to the hDI};
Jembers who have spoken on this motion, because I shall go throug
b

heir remarks and T am sure they will be of great help to me in the admi-
: -ciration of the Forest Department in the near future. .
B As regards the specific points raised by my hon. friends—Maulavl
ewan Md. Abbab Chaudhury, Maulavi Md. Amjad Ali and Mr. Jobang
Marak—TI shall look into these points mOst carefully and try to do my
.t to remove the real grievances. In the course 0? the debate certain
gz?nts were raised by my hon, fiiends on the opposition benchrs and I
h priefly touch upon them now.
“"’“]gabu HIRENDPRA CHANDRA CHAEKRAVARTY :  Sir, . the
Hon’bleLMiI;if“-‘)r is holding out hopes to the other Sl_dc only but not to this
7 Laughter. gx : i
side- Tl(le Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: The fact
at 1 have specifically mentioned of the case of‘the. hon. members of the
position ‘bench should not be- taken to mean that 1 haye forgotten the
.ogse of other hon.‘ members, (hear ! hear ) and. ‘particularly the hon.
< ember to }mihom relerence was made, ViZ-y MaUIaYl. Abdur Rahman as he
rr;s made nhistory in -this Legislature and is notlikely to be forgotten by
;ln ybody- (Laughter.)
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Firstly, I come to the question of begar system, or forced labour in
forest villages. Now, itis very easy to abolish at once that system, but
the question is whether it will be lor the benefit for the villagers themselves,
because now they get certain privileges which they value very much, and
in return lor these privileges the work that they do is not so strenucus as
some may think. If these forest villagers want that they should be allowed
to continue to get these privileges but at the same time ihey should not
be made to do any forest work atall, I must say that thisis a state of
things which no Governmert could agree to. As a wvia media we have
rassed orders—1I think since 1 have taken over office—reducing the number
of labouring days from 10 to 6 and restricting  their work within a five nn_lc
radius ; if they are taken beyond a five mile radius they will be paid
certain wages ; they will not ordinarily be disturbed during the harvest
season and they will not be asked to do any work which is derogatory, 5‘-_1Ch
as the building or repairing of latrines. T had the opportunity of siudying
this question for several years. As a matter of [act I put the case of these
people before the Forest Enquiry Committee, and about ayear or so ago
[ put in a petition on behall of these pceople tothe Government. and I
know that these concessions which have - been recently given by this Gov-
ernment will go a great way to help the forest labourers.

As regards the question of drift-wood and timber, the rules lay down
that no tax is to be levied if it is used for domestic pu poses.  Drift timber
in the Assam Vual ev Districts is frec to all settlement-holders, as defined
in the Assam Land Revenue Regulation, and their sub-tenants, who may
collect it for their domestic and azricultural and other private purposes,
but not for purposes of'sale or trade. Drift timber may be collected for
sale or tracle on a permit obtained from the Forest Department for which
payment shall be made at the rate of Rs.6 per annum, or Re.l per
month, at the option of the applicant. These permits are not transferable
but will cover the transport and sale by the agent or servant of the permit-
holder. | This rule, I claim, is perfectly reasonable ‘T'here may be abuses,
there may be cases of excesses, but | do not think that hon. members can
condemn this rule. And if any specific instance of abuse or excess is
brought to  our mnotice Government will take action against the
offending officer. In view of the action taken from time to time against
these forest subordinates hon. members will have to admit that the superior
officers of the Department are not at all conniving at their conduct. T would
invite the attention of hon. members to page 11 of the Forest Administration
Report for the year 1936-37, where they will find that serious action has
been taken against the erring forest officers.

Then, as regards firewood, the same rules apply. A settlement der

has a right to take fircwood for domestic use, but for sale he has to pay a
Certain fee. ¢

overTjut SARVESWAR BARUA: Isit not illegal on the part of the
e dﬂerrnme:nt to realise parmit fee for fuel and timber which a scttlement-
Brows on his own land for which he pays revenue ?

pla_u;r&;fg?%’blr Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CIAUDHURL: T will ex-

e lb culty of the position. Suppose a man cuts timber from a
ne}ig mllrs. art and takes it ‘without anv mark. What is there to show
zv (re ti:e umbehr comes from, whether from his own bari or his neighbour’s
art or the Government forest ? g it is a sort of protection for the owners

themselves. Unless there is . Some sort of mark put on it how can one say
whether it is taken from private land or.  Government forest.
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The owners will take care of their

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA :
own timber.
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: To protect

their interests also it 1s nec=ssary that there should be s»me kind of hamn-
mer mark. Suppose some forest officer seizes it and says it is from the

Government forest, how can vou prove that it has been taken from his
I am saying all this by way of argument, but rthe mattet
but [ may repeat that out, it is for

private Iand ?
this  system has been

will be careiully looked into again,
the protection of the owners themselves that
introduced.

As rezards thatch, thateh mahals are sold, but my hon. friend Mr.
Debeswar Sarmah will be pleased to learn that a settlemnent holder is free
to take as much thatch as he can for his private use free of charge......

Srijat DEBESWAR SARMAH : [ may point out that this is not so
in the Majuli. I have personal experience of it.

The Hom’ble Srijut ROTINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI:

satisficd myself on this point (only the day befrre yesterday), that that is
as much thatch as he requires

[ have

the position-—a settlement-holder can take
{or his private use [ree of charge, and there 1s a clause
Jease to enable him to do so.

Srijut DEESWAR SARMAH :

inserted in the

From Unclassed State Forests ?
UDHURI: Yes.

The o .’bl> S-ijut RCHINI KUMAR CIA
the officers themselves. Of

There is a general complaint against §
coursc as to that it is impossible for me to say 5‘"}"}““{-5-‘ YWe can only
keep a vigilant watch over them, so that such instances of oppression as
it complained against may not occur, and 1 hope as time goes on such
complaints will disappear altogether. .

Srijut DEBESAAR SARMVIAH : What about ShOL_l!dc_F loads, Sir ?

The Hon’ble Srijut RCHINI KUMAR CIAUDIATRI: I shall ook
o thc matter. . .

] have explained the position s> far as drift-wood and timber and
thatch are concerned......

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA :

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINT KUMA
heard no complamts about cane mahals. .

Mzr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: The complaints are there.

The Hox’ble Srijut ROBINT KUMAR CHAUDHURI : As regards
elephant mahals T only desire to inform the House that the Mahals
allotted 10t by the Forest Department but by the Deputy Com-
ner with due regard to the principle that as lar as possible the
owner and expert shikaries should be given seats. ‘That is the
le to be followed. Ag regards the particular complaint asking for
sion of time in the Garo Hills, 1 shall have the matter looked into
again. ButI would say that the complaint about want of seats in the
district of Kamrup is not well founded. There was a scramble for seats
in Gaio Hills but seats ‘were avajlable also in Nongstoin area. It is now
aid that those, who took at' Nongstoin have done _much better. But
at that time _people wanted to tak~ seats in Garo Hills and not in the
Nbﬂgswl-n""Bl-n‘ 1t 1s well known that elephant catching business is' more
" Vless a AMBUNE Dusiness, -'

Of Vgrijut OMEO KUMAR DAS: ' Regarding the “extension of time
ill the Hon ble Minister extend it in 'I"‘eZpui’"M:‘aT‘lal"a]so ?

int
What about canc mahals, Sir.
n CHAUDHUJRI : I have

the
are |
missio
hunkt

rincip
an exten

o
.
B

-y
-y
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DEMAND FOR GRANT e

The Hon’ s
axemiatt alsob:;; ?}:‘qut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: |
disposed of most of ¢}, € matter has been mentioned. I think, Sir, [ shall
one thing and that ebmatters that have been mentioned. 'i"hcr’ [ have
mentioned about jt sl? out Kukurmara. I think the hon. mem ; is only
it is at his request Olle have been the last person to complain gr who
I of course do not kp, that my predecessor himself visited the locc?}‘se
mbjcgt. But I Shaﬁw what decision has been recently arrived at gf:?hy'
question of contract Tt;y to find out the matter. The whole question is 2
and if he has rajseq he land may have been settled with Himatsin ka
the Government i a bmldmg it may be very difficult to evict him un%cs?
urgent matter and Ei:lt)agd to come to the. conclusion that it is a very

t 1s how the matter stax?;::??::ft should risk payment of compensation.
de_batc and 1 as:;ur;h?}r:k the hon. members who have taken part in this
will receive the megp - that every suggestion that has been made to-d ;

Then the motiSt carefu_! consideration of the Government. S
Rs. 8,87,300 up, dcrm:_‘;Of Srijut Kameswar Das that the total provision of
the budget, be reqyeo; 20t No. 4, Major head—10.—Forest, at pa 42 Of

€ original dcr;d by Rs. 100 was put and lost. : TRES 2

€ defray the cha, eand that a sum not, exceeding Rs. 8,87,300 be d
the 8€s which will come in the course of ;:’raymcntg;i?it;g

year endin
Forest € on the 31st M. of paym
Department wag put and aagfl'_il; ;5:29, for the administration of the

Adjournment

The Assembl .
March 1938, Mbly then ajourned till 11 a.m. on Wednesday, the 2nd

Shillong,
16th- April 1938,

A. K. BARUA,
Secretary, Legisiative Assembly, Assam
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