Proceedings of the Fourth SQ; g °f the First Assam Le islative
Assembly assembled undg, %i¢ Provis; =
of IndiayAct, 1035 » ‘ye ions of the Government

THE ASSEMBLY met in the Asseml, amber, Shi
26th Fcéi:hffg’ 1933 liong, on Saturday, ;he

QUESTIONS , yD ANSWERS
STARREB aUESTIONS
(to which ora] Ry sWers were given)

(Starred question No.101 wag ¢d out, but no reply was given as the

questioner Srijut Mahi Chandra ngl was absent.)

\/—
UNSTAR,, gP QUESTIONS

(to which answenrg were laid on the table)
Award of backward Scholarshipg to the depressed class students
Babu BALARAM SIRCAR agked:

249 Will Government be Pleag.d to state whether they propose to
award all the backward scholarshipg of Lower Primary, Middle Vernacular,
Middle English and High English scpo0ls, to the depressed class students ?

The Homn’ble Maulavi MUn; o WWARALI replied ¢

249.—The whole matter is €ngq ,ing the attention of Government. The
scholarships hitherto classed as bacyward, however, have always covered
others besides the scheduled castes, . ., the Tribal people of the plains, and
Government cannot accept the prc)p.g,sition suggested.

Number of judgment-depcors in Civil Jails in Assam

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH RARUA asked:

250. Win Governm b th mber of judgment-
W Ul ‘ernment be pleased to state the nu judgm
'o;jac:li ;I!_ly%lvxl Jails in Assam for the years 1936, 1937 and 1938 to the end

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUY, MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :

250.—In 1936

» 1937 T T2
»  198Buptocend.of famyary | p-i o 1
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Acﬁons taken on resolutions passed at the meeting of the Scheduled
and tribal members held at Shillong on 16th December 1937

Srijut RAMNATH DAS asked :

251. Will Government be pleased to state what actions are bg:ing taken
over the resolutions passed in the meeting of the scheduled and tribal mem-
bers which met on the 16th December last at Shillong ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI replied :
951.—The resolutions are under the consideration of Government.

Re indigenous Assamese system of Arithmetic and Mensuration

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR asked : s . 7

959, Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department
aware that there is an indigenous Assamese system of Arithmetic and Men-
suration generally known as Khaithelt Anka which was in vogue in the Assam
Valley before the advent of the British ? ok 78 _ _

953. Are Government aware that this system has Dbeen recognised py

high Government officers of the Education Department to be highly intepest-

ing and as deserving serious research P

254.(a) Do Government propose the desirability of preserving it (rom
ot ! 2
“ N cx(?)ncltf 'so, will Government be plcased to take necessary steps for its
- ah :
4 cscg;t KK;C' Government aware that Srijut Dands Ram Dutta, 2 Middle
Vernacular School teacher of the Kammp_dlstrmt’ ks L gODS deal O’E
research work in the subject and has pubhshcd two _i)ooks called “Kautuk
and “Kaitheli Anka” which deal on the abo-\,e,meritloncd_ e, B e
elicited high opinions from several officers of the Education Department ?
256. Are Government aware that there st1ﬂ regians: 4. lacge et ]
research work to be done in this connection which necessitates ample time
and leisure r? . G G i i
2517. Aizr{ggvg%ré{;nt awarc that Srijut S. . Goswami, Inspector of
Schools, Assam Valley Division, was pleased to 1‘;Con11}1cr31(~1' iy lagt e
a grant of Rs.500 should be sanctioned to qnable Lh_c said Srijut Dandj Ram
Utta to devote exclusively for six months in carrying on resecarch work on
the subject ?
258 Do Government propose to s et
scholar and help him in completing the resear

. ALT replied :
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARtO i P notice of G

252.—Yes, this system was brought : Ak G azer o VerNme
with the publication i)f the books called Kautuk™ and “Kaithel; Ankan’t’:
compiled by Srijut Dandi Ram Dutta.
253.—Yes.
254.(a)—Yes.
. (b)—Government have a 4
;{atlon by giving Srijut Dandi R?rn 1;)““&’
Ine, assistance i llowing forms— 3 g
o hI:I:lII;cgf;Oant of Rs.T5 sanctioned by Hon’ble Minister, Edyca-
tion, from his discretionary allotment in 1931 ;
(2) purchase of a number of copies of his works at a cost amount-
ing to Rs. 34-6-0 for distribution to schools ;

(3) approval of both his books as prize and library books,

jon a decent grant to

ch work ? the said

lready taken steps to encourage g

who has taken up research, i;eiﬁg;
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The Assam Sahitya Sabha, Jorhat, also granted a sum of Rs.210 (viz.,
Rs. 100 in 1929 and Rs. 110 in 1930).
o " 255.—Yes.

. 256.—Government have no information except that Srijut Dandi Ram
Dutta submitted a petition through the Inspector of Schools, Assam Valley
Circle, for a grant for completion of his research work to the Director of
Public Instruction.

1° 257.—Yes, but for paucity of funds the question of financial assistance
could not be considered by the Director of Public Instruction this year.
Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be
pleased to sanction this sum of Rs.500 next year, to enable him to carry on
the research work ? :
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: Yes, that matter will be
sympathetically considered.
) The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI replied :
258.—Government will see if they can do anything in the matter.
Re-establishment of school inspection circle at Kamalganj in South
Sylhet
Babu DAKSHINARANJAN GUPTA CHAUDHURI asked :
ol ®
259. (a) Has the attention of Government been drawn to an allegation
published in the weekly Bengali paper “Surma” in its issue of thc_:
30th August 1937 to the effect that the school inspection circle at Kamalganj
: in the South Sylhet subdivision has been withdrawn ? o
- . b) If so, do Government propose to re-establish the said inspec-
tion circle in view of strong popular demand ?
The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI replied :
| . .259. (a)—Yes, if the hon. member is referring to the article published
! in the issue of the 13th Baisak, i.e., 26th April 1937.
‘ (b)—No.
! Ali Amjad Middle English School in Sewth Sylhet Subdivisiem
; Maulavi Md. MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURI asked:
| 260. Will Government please state—
‘ (@) Whether Alj Amjad Middle English School in South Sylhet
‘\ . Subdivision is a recognised Middle English School ?
o ~
\ (6) 1f sof, do Government propose to enquire whether the teachers
j'%. of that schoo] get their pay regularly every month ?
3 . ‘The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI replied :
o A
r 260.(a)—Yes.
g - (6)—Government have no reason to believe that the teachers do

not get their pay regularly, and therefore see no reason to make an enquirye
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Grants made by Hon’ble Minister, Agriculture and Industries, from

the discretionary allotment placed at his disposal for 1937-
38

Maulavi ABDUL BARI CHAUDHURY asked:

261. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agriculture and Industries
be pleased to state—

(a) The amount placed with him for discretionary grants and how
it was utilised ?

(b) The places which he visited during the last financial year and
the measures he adopted for encouraging the improvement

of agriculture and for the spread of industrial enterprises in
those places ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI replied :

261. (a)—Rupees 2,500.

A list showing the amounts granted to individuals

?}I:dtin;icitutions up to date, with purposes noted against each, is placed on
€ table.

L”“howf"g the names of the persons to whom or the institutions to which the
Hor’ble Minister of Agriculture made grants from the discretionary allotment

Placed at his disposal during the year 1937-38
Serial
No. Name of grantee Amount Purpose
Rs.
1 Babu Nripendra Nath Dutt, a 100 For purchasing books and
student of the Tokyo Higher cloths.
Technological Institution,
apan.
2

Maulavi Abdy] Hye, Muslim 100

SovL In order to enable him to
mversity, Aligarh.

sit at the I. C, S. Exa-

g : mination.
Lﬁ:ﬁilta:}rflgﬂdmﬁ@hmcd, 3 s 30 For paying his fees.
(]
{ Aotk i 1pon  College,
Owainghat Junior Madrasa .., 100 For the maintenance of
P the Madrasa.

Maulavj Sfxﬁr Ahmed Chag-
- ;ilel;{, Assxstant, Assam Secre-

6 Nabakishore Ty
Bayan Vidyala

35 For paying the fees of his
nephew.

nanath Dytta 100 For purchasing a sewing

ya. machine for the Vidya-
7 Karimganj A s AT

Cl bganj Agricultura] Farm 25 For the maintenance of
alub, the Club.,

4 Ymparl

e
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Serial Name of grantee Amount Purpose
No,
. Rs.
8 Srigauri High English School 25 For purchasing books for
the school ‘1_1brary.
9 Hifazat-i-Islam Society, Kula- 50 For the maintenance of
ura, Sylhet. the Society.
10 Hailakandi Madrasa, Haila- 50 For purchasing handlooms
kandi. for the Madrasa.

11 Hailakandi Girls’ Middle English 50 For purchasing handlooms
School, Hailakandi. for the school.

12 Karimganj Town High Madra- 100 For the maintenance of
sa, Karimganj. the Madrasa.
13 Maulvi Bazar Aided Madrasa, 50 Ditto.

Maulvi Bazar.

14 Kulaura Madrasa, Sylhet 200 Ditto.
15 Md. Chaudhury = Academy, 50 For the maintenance of
Sylhet. Academy.
16 Khadim-Ul-Islam Society, 50 For the maintenance of
Hailakandi. the Society.
17 Sakti Ashram, Goalpara 50 For the maintenance of
the Ashram.

(6)—Apparently the hon. member means the current financial
year. The late Hon’ble Minister of Agriculture and Industries visited
Sylhet, Silchar, Karimganj and Hailakandi. He visited various institu-
tions in those places.

Junior Madrasa Classes of the Kakojan Middle English School

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAd T ALI asked:
262. Will Government be pleased to state— - { -
(a) Whether it is a fact that the house n Whu_ﬂ;l Sﬂ;;: _{umoci'
Madrasa classes of the Kakojan?lvhddlc English School use
to sit was dismantled long ago J
(5) If so, what steps, if any, are being taken to rt:bu:ld1 tim hou;c ?
(c) Whether the examination results of the school have been
satisfactory ? d 1 s 5
d) If so, why the Madrasa classes are s Pyl = :
((43 Whether 3t{he Inspector of Muhammadan Education inspected
the school ? e
S) If so, was he satisfied ?
. 263 ((a)) Is it a fact that these classes have not bccri) fnaci:r p;;mgéll:ﬁ;
In spite of repeated recommendations made by the Direc
nstruction ?
(&) If so, what are the reasons ? Pl ey
comi?:?;cla)f ?GOVCrnmcnt propose to make the classes permanent 1n ‘the

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI replied :
262. (a)-._Yea.

s .(b)"‘ThiS will en
which is in progress, is
an empty portion of th

(c —Yes,

gage consideration after the acquisition of land,

complete. Meanwhile the classes are being held in
€ hoste],



271. Will Gov
’A free quarte ¢ nment please state what classes of Government
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L (d)—The hon. member’s attention is invited to the reply given to
his question No0.955 at the last budget session.
(e)—Yes.
(f)—The Assistant to the Director for Muhammadan Education
reported that the Madrasa classes are fairly cfficient.

263. (a)—The question has not been referred to Governments: nce 1936.
(b)—Does not arise.

364.—The matter will be reconsidered when it is next referred to
Government.

Number of officers of Assam Civil Service appointed to the listed

! posts
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN asked :

265. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The number of officers of the Assam Civil Service who either
acted or were substantively appointed to the
during the last ten years ?

(6) The length oi service after whi
appointed ?

(¢) Whether they were selected by any special Board ?

(d) If not, do Government propose to have any Committee to

e itjzd%: ihglptast records of officers before they are so appoi_ntcd ?

B g;;crmincd bycscni gri?; grcscnt most of the selection are as a matter of

. Isit a fact that when an Assistant Commissioner

posts, he gets Rs.1,000 whereas an Extra Assi;?;ﬁttsm(ojgi;

I0g 1n such a post gets Rs.1,275 per month ?

268. Will Government be pleased to state—

(@) The scale of the offi

(b) The percentage of s

listed posts

ch each of them were so

acts in the listed
missioner officiat-

ten years ?

(¢) The minimum number of years,
and an Extra Assistant Commiss
they secure listed posts ?

269, (d) Are Governme
. ] nt g
in the Poljca o aware of the acc

(6) If so, what is the
270. Do Gove
Selvices 3 0 rovernment pro

an Assistant  Commissioner
loner  should putin hefore

elerated system of promotion

psychology behind such a move ?
pose to 1ntroduce a similar method in other

IS "at present and on what consideratio servants

ns ?

The How’ble M i Saivid S;
replied : ¢ Vaulavi Saiyid Sir  MUHAMMAD  saapury,

265. (a) & (b)—A statement containing i i
- . n f i
gfﬁct':rs substantively appointed to hold listccgl glngsct?; I?;tut)ﬂe . Ires'peCt o
ervice dul."mg the last ten years is placed on the Library tah] Rdian Givi
officiating incumbents, the ‘information is not readily Yavailack;l Ai)s A
€ Dbut the

uarterly Civil Lj
q y % _iNol.sts of the last ten years may he referred to,

(d)—No. Such a Committee is not :
P cons
under the existing rules all substantive appointmentlsd ?:,Cd neccssary,

since
made after consultation with the Federal Public

Fri: listed posts are
Crvice Commission.,

14!
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266.—No. g
967.—The question is not understood. If, however, the expression

“li osts” means ‘‘superior posts in the Indian Civil Service”, the
hg;t.e;lnclr)nber may refer 1(1)) rule 14(1) at page 13 and rule 16(2)(a) and (d)
at pages 17 and 18 of the Manual of Appointments and Allowances of
Gazetted and other officers in Assam (1936, reprint) a copy of which is laid
n the Library table. T~ g
x 268. (a)r—y—A reference may be made to the quarterly Civil Lists of the
last ten years.
(b)—The question is not understood.
(¢)—There is no prescribed minimum.
269. (a)—Yes. | : . ;
(b))—The purpose underlying this system of promotion 1s to
retain a reasonable standard of efficiency and mental and physical energy
in Deputy Superintendents of Police promoted from the rank of Ins_pec:tors.h
270.—This is already the case to some extent, as seniority 1s not the
only consideration in making promotions.

fﬂ?l.—ﬂColumns 4 and 6 of the List of rent-free quarters or of quarters

at reduced rent in Assam (Provincial Buildings), a copy of which is pla.ccld
on the Library table, may be referred to. It has not been found possible
within the short time available to gather information in respect of rent-free
quarters constructed and maintained departmentally and of rent-free
quarters in the occupation of petty and inferior Government servants:

STARRED QUESTIONS
(to which oral answers were given)

M : Sir I was a bit late.
Sritut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Sir, I am sorry
May 1 i']equcst you to kindly allow me to have replies to my starred ques-
: : ' e
tlorls;'I;!msa Hon’ble the SPEAKER : When the starred questions ;tanlcéu;lg in
the name of the hon. member were called out thefhon. member sh ou a.vg
been present in his seat. Asan exceptional case I shall allow these starre

questions to be answered.

Boy Scouts and Girls Guide Movements

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

: - r i tate—
%101. Will the Hon’ble Minister of E(_iuc,a\t10{1dplease Sments e
(a) When the Boy Scouts and Girls’ Guide movel i
duced as the side-activities ot the Schools a
Assam ? -
() Whether Government has contributed any grants
ance of the movements ? y
(¢) Ifso, the total amount granted up to March, 1937 : >
(d) TRC names of the principal functionaries of the movements 1n
ssam °?
*102. Is Government aware of the public fecling against the movements
as they _ha\pfc been imbued with pro-oﬁ.gal outlook and anti-nationalistic
encics ¢

in further-
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI replied :

101. (a)—The Boy Scouts movement was introduced in 1917 and the
Girls Guides in 1922 or 1923.

(b)—-YCS- s
(¢)—The following grants have been made to the Boys’ Scout
Association—
Rs.
1932-33 500
1933-34 500
1934-35 750
1935-36 5,750
1936-37 5,000

A sum of Rs 500 has been given annually to the Girls’ Guide Association
since 1928-29,
(d)—The information is given below—
(1) Boys’ Scout Movement—
(¢) Chief-Scout—His Excellency the Governor.
(1) Provincial Commissioner—Mr. G. A. Small.
(i7) Assistant Provincial Commissioners—Mr. S. C. Goswami.

» 5. C. Gupta.
»»  A. Rahman.

. » 5. C. Roy.

(iv) Honorary Secretary Mr. S. G. Nalle.

() Honorary Quarter Master—Mr. A. A. Lyngdoh.

(2) Girls’ Guide Movement—
(#) Provincial Commissioner—Lady Reid.
(1) Honorary Secretary—Miss Pennington.
102.—No. Government do not consider that there is any truth in the

Suggestion that these movements are pro-offictal or anti-nationalistic. The
promise made by every Scout is to do his duty to his country. Efforts are
low being made to amalgamate the Boy Scouts Association with the Seva
Samiti and other Scout Associations, and an application for direct affiliation
?ut:lcg:c World Federation of Boy Scouts has heen sent to the International
. Kumayr AJIT NARAYAN DEV: Are Government awar
1s another movement called Bratachari which is growing rapi:‘:lvly ? T

The Hon’bl . \
WA, n'ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: Of that, I am pot

. _Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Are Government aware of
Slmﬂ%; orgams;atxon in the Congress in the Assam Valley ? =
. e Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: What similar Organisa.
Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA : Similar Boys’

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: No Scout movemen,
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA : Do the Boy Scouts tak
to serve both the King and the country ? =S Mo
The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALLJ:
members of this House,
Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA ;
between the King and the country, whom wj
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That js
assumption of a contingency, about which we

Yes, just as the hon.

If there is a conflict of interests
11 they serve ?

a hypothetical question on the
need not think now.

e e e -
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Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Is allegiance to the Union

3 ulsory for the Boy Scouts ? :
JaCL'f';r:};-Ion’lile I\«iaulavz MUNAWWARALI: No. Only alleg:lancc to
the King is compulsory as it is in the case of the hon. members of this House.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: What_I want tg know is whe-
ther the Boy Scouts have to pay allegiance to the Union Jack ? ‘

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: No, nothing of the kind.

Kumar AJIT NARAYAN DEV: Isit nota fact that they are to give
a salute to the Union Jack ? ;

The Hon'ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: Yes, they pave to give a
salute to the Union Jack as the Congress members have to give a salute to
Tri-Coloured Flag. oo & "

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: Ifsuch a complaint is broug 15
before the Government, will the Government do away with the practice o

paying allegiance to the Union Jack ?

(No reply.)

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA:

join in this movement ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: No. ; :

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Is there any bar to their saluting the

National Flag ? : ; .

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: No, nothing of the kind.

NMr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: Will Government issue instruc-
tions that the Boy Scouts should salute the Muslimm League flag and the Con-
gress flag ? _ :

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI:  Ne.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Isita fact that the Boy Scouts
are engaged in carrying luggages of high officials ?

Tiie Hon’hle Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: No.

Mr. W. FLEMING: Are the Government aware that at the recent
visit of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to Assam the Boy Scouts turned out as a
guard of honour ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: No. e

Mr, W. FLEMING: Will the Government talr:c my word for 1t :

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: Yes.

Mr. W. FLEMING: Thank you, Sir.

Is it compulsory for the students to

Inclusion of Assamese as a prineipa.l language in the M. A.
Course of the University )

Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA asked :

*103. Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Education be pleased to
State— I 2

(@) The result of his correspondence with the (Eallc_:ucta I_Lmi\:l?}tl}é
!;01‘ inclusion of Assamese as afpll—;m%i?vcrs?tr;ggag
M. A. Indian language Course of the :

(&) Whether it s g Fact thit the authorities of the Galcutta Um'."eri
Sty are agreeable for inclusion of Assamese as a prmc:tpaf
language iy the said course of the University if aonly a sum o

() I}{;‘; 1010 al i o coniiba el O Govcrrtn.{fntté the amount ?

> Whether Gover 5 -opose to contribu > £

(d) I not, why o, Government prop
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The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR ALI replied :

103. (¢)—No reply has yet been rccciycd as regards inclusion of
Assamese as a principal language in the Indian Vernacular M. A. course
of the University, but from a recent reference from the Govcrnrn.cnt. of
Bengal it appears that th y are willing to include Assamese as a principal
subject for the B. A. examination like Bengalee. ' ‘

; (b)—No. This Government enquired of the University whether
it would be possible to make arrangements for the appointment of a

cturer in Assamese for teaching Assamese to the under-graduate Assamese
students in Calcutta and, if so, on what pay, and whether the University
would agree to bear half the cost of salary. In reply the University pleaded
Inability to bear any part of the cost and suggested payment to the Lecturer
at the rate of Rs, 100 per mensem.
(¢)—The hon. member will see from page 81 of the Budget Memo-
f’andum that provision has been proposed for the appointment of a Lecturer
in Assamese—ﬂGovernmcnt hope that the University will now agree to
include Assamese as 2 principal language for the M. A, degree.

d)—Does not arise.

Re Report of the Line Enquiry Committee

Stijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: 7etfs Gdlal «@3l @sig  asd
¥ M s sicrar frgts 95 2are | G tE <3 v aifm
=ifi Line System Committee 3 report ¥a #{3T®1! P! ararya  FfH
AT AT ‘731 Borm o a3 report incomplete, @4FZ Line Qom.
mittee 9 isgue ¥31 questionnaire 7 faat#3 7 reply co11a1 2afga (% famis
¥ W% A1 Line Committee ca ft afF A{wI—atA} 2afe? 1% Ruayea
A2 % evidence wre public opinion faaits caftztat 23 (i Opinion

f791 @% House 1 AT ofew A9 ATI| BATS ast¥ fofce—
In ghapter ITI—General,

It is stated in the report—
n the course of our to e

urs we recorded a mass of evidence, and a great
given in the replies to th - Questionnaire from the diifer-

report.’ Province which are published as appendices to this
Ralsfa .
ﬁsrﬁ;:i 2 [N publish w1 a2 ) Afers AF @ frag g gty
%11  Line Committee i
9% House q resolution ¢85
7% fafarg p ke

9% House @ 93 reply =¥ evidence *{1ada entitled | siq atfscq

@2 House Q CHA| gty 7
AR | 9
NI, Tt 2 fafars @2 Fraea witroprary L

The Hon'ble Sriju ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI ;

T
FNGY I (Trars taty 5 TRnre

iR fatw gl o329 +Aedrgl 2w wiw geny
CHTIT AINT 963 sirhpgy o7 | -

(ACY
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Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: 3ff 32137 79z ffm 23 cota @a
(A9 AFCA (7% Report *fpala #A53 w13 @1 @2 Report, Part I Ifa
arw fayl 8 1% AFfF e A8 arst A [ |

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: (7% 5iz3¢ay
famt® Ata—f5% faeq Fia) w1aq w13 |

The Hon’ble the SPEAXER: This report was not presented before
the House, but I understand the report was circulated to hon. members
through the Assembly Department. I also understand that the report will
be formally placed before the House and that a discussion will be invited on
it. It is really necessary that other parts of the report that have not yet
been sunplied to hon. mem »ers should be supplied, so that they may come to
them equipped for the discussion I understand that the Hon’ble Minister
has given an assurance that other parts wili be duly sent to hon. members and
I think, the hon. member will be satisfied with the assurance given.

Srijut HALADHAR BHUYAN: fi fafte #ive fie o2 fadrs
Report 3 Second Part Jta fga ;irfsig |

Enquiry r¢ procedure for transacting business of the 26th February
1938

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Sir, may I interrupt before the first
amendment is moved. I should ask that you would be good enough to
explain exactly what will be the procedure to-day. Do I understand that
at 3-30 the Provincial Excise debate will automatically come to an end
and the whole grant will be put and that at 4 o’clock debate on Stamps
will conclude and that discussion on Navigation, etc., will conclude at 4-45
and at 5-15 discussion on the other grants will come to an end.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Hours have been allotted to different
grants. Now we are taking this grant just now and the discussion will
continue for 2} hours. At the end of the debate if any cut motion be under
discussion and I find that there has been sufficient discussion on it, I shall
put that cut motion to vote and after the vote on that cut motion I shall
put the main motior .

Hon. members will remember that there is another item which will
come up to-day, viz., presentation of the supplementary demand. I want
that the Chief Minister should be given half an hour for presenting the
supplementary demand here to-day. He cannot present it on the 28th as
that day is going to be a holiday.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : My point was to clarify the position if
at the conclusion of the allotted time the whole discussion of that item of the
Budget comes to an end automaticall

The Hon’ble- ; pog . :

omble the SPEAKER : If we take 10 minutes from the time
allotted to the next motion we shall get 10 minutes for it from the time of
the motion t}ﬁat will come after that and so onwe shall proceed. No cut
motion which has not been sufficiently discussed shall be put to the vote.

Rigorous application of the rule of the guillotine on days other than the last
day of the voting on budget demands will not be made.
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Demands for grants

GRANT No.2

(8.—Provincial Excise)

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWAR AZLI: On the recommenda’
tion of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, 1 beg, Sir, to move that a
sum not exceeding Rs.4,20,800 be granted to deiray certain charges which

- will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 3lst
March 1939, for the administration of the head ‘8.—Provincial Excise’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The motion moved is that a sum not
exceeding Rs.4,20,800 be granted to defray certain charges which will come
in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1039,
for the administration of the head ‘8.—Provincial Excise’.

There is a cut motion in the name of Srijut Rajendra Nath Barua.

- Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T do not like
to move my motion®,

Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, I beg to move that the provision
of Rs.24,094 under Grant No.2, Major head—8.—Provincial Excise, Minor
head—--'A._—-Supqrintepdcncc, Sub-head—1.—Pay of officers—detailed head—
Commissioner of Excise, at page 40 of the Budget be refused, i.e., the amount
of lh.c whole grant of Rs.4,20,800 do stand reduced by Rs.24,094.

' Sir, the sum and substance of this cut motion is that the post of the
Commissioner of Excise seems to me wholly unncessary and as for the
Pecuniary CPHdition of a province like Assam I hold that it is an unnecessary
b_urden. Sir, so long the excise appeals used to be heard by the Commis-
sioner of Excise but since the establishment of the Revenue Tribunal, I am
told that the appeals are heard by the Member of the Revenue Tribunal and
as such very little duties are left for the Commissioner of Excise. Then
again, Sir, it is known to the House that the policy of the Government is
not to give any more licences for the Excise Department and open any shop
and this being the policy of the Government to try to discontinue any more
expansion of this department, the Commissioner drawing such a high salary
has got practically nothing to do. Apart from this the work that stij]
remains to be functioned by the Commissioner of Excise can _be easily done
by the Deputy Commissioners and Sub-Divisional Officers. There are also
bup{crmtendents of Excise who can be very well utilised for f'unctioning the
duties that are being done by the Commissioner of Excise.  Other extry
works which require to be done can be very easily performed by the Hon’b]‘
Minister in-charge of Excise. Sir, as I have said previously, the sum ang
substance of tabling this motion is to rid the country of an unnecessary .
den of expenditure and with this view in mind I commend my motiop M h
the acceptance of the House. k2

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The motion moved is that the provi
sion of Rs. 24,094, under grant No. 2—major head—8—Provincia] EXC(;Wh
minor head.—A.—Superintendence sub-head—1.—pay of Officers, detailscc‘i
head—Clommissioner of Excise at page 40 of the budget be refused, i.e tﬁc
amount of the whole grant of Rs. 4,20,800 do stand reduceq by

Rs. 24,094,

i Rt e A PP A £ B B O

~*That the provision of Rs.47,824 under Grant No.2, Major head—8.—Provincial
Excise, Minor head A.—Superintendence (total) at page 46 of the budget, be refused i,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.4,20,800 do stand reduced by Rs.47,284. LEey
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Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: (Thc member began to

speak in Assamese.)
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No, I now call upon the hon. member

to speak in English.
Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : Sir, yesterday I was allowed to

speak in Assamese.
The Hen'ble the SPEAKER: Ofcourse the hon. member was.
allowed to speak in Assamese yesterday ; but I can call upon any hon
member to speak in English when I know him to be proficient in that
language. (Hear! hear 1) _

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the motion
moved by my hon. friend Maulavi Abdur Rahman has my full support.
An identical motion stands in my name but this motion does not want to

deduct the whole amount provided for the Excise Commissioner and his staff.

This is a small motion and it relates only to the post of the Commissioner
Sir, at the outset, I must say that the policy that has been

carried on by this Govermnent so far as the liquor shops and country
spirits are concerned is not at all sutlsfactory._ We _fmd from the figures of
1935-36 to 1938-39 that every year there is an increase of revenue by
This shows that the excise policy so far as the Cotnt

of Excise.

-about two lakhs. F . .
d is to increase the revenue and to open out more shops in

spirit is concerne ! : ) : .
tEc tea-garden areas and also in the villages. This policy of opening out

new excise shopsis most derogatory a3 we find that many provinces of India
at present, have adopted the policy of prohibition and that even most satis-
= ) ’ Qo far as the post of the Commissioner of Excise is concerned, I
D s little work to do. With the inauguration of t’hc

must say Is which used to be heard by the Com.
R?}f'enuci- of Excise can now be heard by the Revenue Tribunal as it hag
rmaslogl smnd very little work to do. 'Ijh_c' superintendence can he rcle_,
we un Cfﬂ;c D,eput}’ Cominissioner, Subdivisional .Oﬂ'iccrs, Supcrintendcnts
gated £ I ectors and Sub-Inspectors of Exmsc_. So the post of iHe
of Excise, Inspe ury than a necessity. We must say that

i ‘esjoner 1s a more lux i :
Excise Commissi be abolished and then there will be a saving of aboyt

that he has very
Tribunal, second appea

i d soon | the . ;
this post shoul ; urpose of eradicating the opium habit from our
Rs. 24,000, for the p ppeoplc by introduction of Modinus treatment,

treatment  cost only about Rs, g
saved, a lot of people who are addicted

. 1 o il be saved from their untold misery. So, .I say Sir,
to this opium hz:lilt;h::;]d be reduced and the post of the Commissioner of
that t!n}s i?&oge abolished. With these few words I support the motion
Excise sho

whole-heartedly. e o r of this motion treated the
NG: Sir, the move ; Riniet

- Nlir. W]E%E\f; enchment. The hon. member who 11‘.515 just now spoken
Emlre y as 01I - self first of all to prmmple and then to 1ctrenchm<_:nt. But
as devoted hims and specifically the emolument of the Excise Com-
ally one of retrenchment and I

Sir, the cut js definitely a ok e
issi i is, there ; .
missioner. The motion 2 g e ot wd

suggest that it should be referred hy
the opposition and the cross benches are well representcd,' the‘ opposition
hat Government will quite certainly

indeed ably represented. T should say t _
be ready to take the verdict of the Retrenchment Committee where the

subject will be debated on its real merit. It is a question of retrenchment
and economy as has been said by the mover and it is therefore, I submit, a
question for the Retrenchment Committee to decide and not for decision
here in a short debate.

down trodden Assamese 0
We understand gh at  this
pcr- head. So if this sum 15
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Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Sir, this motion,
I think, can form part of another motion—No. 26—which stands in the
name of Srijut Mahi Chandra Bora, which intends to refuse the total pro-
vision. It will be more advantageous if this motion is allowed to form part

0. 26.

OfNThe Hon’ble the SPEAKER: My ruling is that the cut motions on
the whole grant should be taken up last after the other cut motions which
have been tabled on items of expenditure according to value have been
discussed—the highest coming up first and then the next highest and
£ n.
e Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHMAN : Sir, this particular

motion on the question of abolition of the post of .thc Excise Commissioner

has come up before this House many times. I think many years ago this

post was kept in abeyance and the duties of the Excise Commissioner were

entrusted to the Commissioners of Divisions. So far as I understand this

led to serious slackness, in the supervision over excise matters and the post

of the Commissioner of Excise was revived— if I remember aright—in 1928.

Since then the Commissioner of Excise has been functioning. Of course, as

a measure of retrenchment and economy many things have to be considered

and also whether this post can be abolished without impairing the efficiency

of the department itself. Sir, it is a well known fact that with the pro-

gramme of prohibition there must be more and more supervision and in

that view ol the matter I think it will not be advisable to abolish the post
of the Excise Commissioner. It has been said by some hon. ~members that
the work can be distributed among the District Officers and Subdivisional
Officers. But I am afraid, the hands of the district officers are already full
and also when the work of the Rural Development scheme, as of late, has
been entrusted to them. So far as my district 1s concerned., I am awal“c
that the District Officer has no time to devote to this extra work.
So, this is a matter, Sir, which cannot be discussed within the
limited space of time on the floor of this House. This matter has,
I understand, been already taken up by the Retrenchment and Resource
Committee. I think, therefore, that it will be better on our part to leave this
matter to the Retrenchment Committee instead of disposing of 1t within a
short time. In this view of the matter, I am opr_Josed to this motion.

Babw RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, I rise to support the
motion on another ground. My idea is that all the posts of the Heads of
Departments should be eliminated. (Laughter). Bt_:caust_:, now-a-days our
Ministers are interfering with their duties even in minutest details and
practically their scope of duties has been limited to the clerical work only.
Even in matters of internal administration, we understand, the Hon’ble
Ministers interfere for reasons known to themselves and they are not giving
free hand to them in the execution of their work as they ought to have
given to the Heads of Departments.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI:
ble for the work of their subordinates ?

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, the Heads are not respon-
sible for the work of their subordinates, but if the Hon’ble Ministers inter-
fere in the work of the Heads of Department, it becomes impossible fo_l'
them to discharge their duties consistently with their responsibilities. It 18
for this reason that I suggest that the post of the Excise Commissioner should
be abolished. With these words I support the motion.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am in full sympathy with hon. friend Maulavi Abdur
Rahman (Hear ! hear !) but whether we are to abolish the post just now

Are the Heads responsi-

— T
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or not that is to be decided (Laughter). The question of abolition of the
Excise Department is not under discussion now. If the Department is
abolished, I think we won’t require any Excise Commissioner and we will
do away with many of the officers of that Department. I do not say all
officers of the Department, because we may at that time require the service
of some officer to control smuggling. (Hear ! hear!). If this Department
is mot abolished, then it is to be decided whether we require an officer to
control the affairs of the Department. Sir, Mr. Fleming and Khan Bahadur
Maglavi Sayidur Rahman have referred to the Retrenchment Committee.
I think the House has already committed to the policy of retrenchment and
accordingly Government have appointed a Retrenchment Committee and
the matter is being considered by that Committee. Until and unless the
minutes of Retrenchment Committee are before us, it will not be wise on our
part to accept this motion. As for the proposal of my hon. friend Baby
Rabindra Nath Aditya to cut down all Heads of Departments, I am thank-
fI‘_lill to him that he has not proposed to cut down the Head of this Hon’ble
ouse.

Srijut GAURI KAMNTA TALUKDAR: Sir, some of the hon
members have said that this matter is being discussed in the Rctrenchmem;
Committee and the question of abolition of the post of the Excise Commis-
sioner should be left to them. But, Sir, I beg to say that all the time sine
thc; llilst Puja Holida:.iys thg Rcsciurces and Rewrenchment Committee havg
not been sitting and we do not know when th: mmittee i i .
e g that Co ttee is going to finish

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOCKERJEE: Whereis the time to sit ?

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR: So, the sooner we d.c id
the matter the better for all, T

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOKERJEF: The fault is not with th
Government. i

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKEDAR: Some of my hon. friend
say that if we decide the matter here in this House, it will be a summagS
decision. May I ask, Sir, who will decide the matter in the Retrenchmc}f;
Committee ? Certainly it will be decided by a smaller number of mempgy.
of this House. I think the post of the Excise Commissioner is nothing bus
a luxury and I fully support my hon. friend Srijut Rajendra Nath Bj, s
when he said that the duties of the Excise Commissioner can very easj| %a
done by the Deputy Comimissioners and the Subdivisional Officers. S YS- =
I support this motion. wlipges

Khan Bahadur Maulavi MAHMUD ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1
to speak a word on this quesion. As the question of retrenchment s
on in the Retrenchment Committee, and some hon. members have 4
that it s‘hould be considered by that Committee, let it be postponed fo, th
}mﬁ: bcmg_ and considered there. (Hear ! hear!) There is only one thine
: ;i n?gld like to say, and that is that the debate is quite welcome, ang thg

ons of the hon. members of this House, before they come ¢ ¥

decision, sh, : 0 an
deciticnt de be sent :o the Retrenchment Committee for thejy fiis

5 s for my personal i ink t the matt

decided by the R Ctrcnchme,?t %%nr::r(x):;ttie-thmk tha er should pe
o IMAD AMJAD ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir p

1Smotion for cutting down the Head of the ish

Department. The polj
g g ol Sl;’a_t;\:}’lﬁidcccntra]isa,ticvn that has been urged s Possibje
and thc-

Gaekwar of Baroda. (Mr. Baithat of the Nizam Olg igl—IE:;?f;b%d 2
; ou i)

5 A d LT

hear bigger : Yanath Mookerjee :
hea gger things still. Iy would be like Igaving the Thanas in charge r
O

want
goin
Poken
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Constables, leaving the entire province in charge of District Ofﬁccr(‘jS_, ﬂf;g
Ieaving the entire Excise Department in charge of certain subor ll'l'cfgc
officials. If there is a Department, there should be an E\c'lt
Ommissioner also. Without the Head a department cannot exist
In this Connection a reference has been made by some hon. members to the
¢trenchment and Resources Committee. [ for myscI.F do not see aﬂz
reason why this opportunity is taken for cutting down this sum of B§.24,09
and censuring the Government by abolishing the post of the C‘(.)mmls.sml_'lcr-

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : This is not a censure motion ; It 1s an
€conomy cut.

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: I stand corrected. The
decision of that Committee will come before this House for a full dress debate
and we shall then see whether this post can be at all curtailed.

With these few words I beg to oppose the motion.

1 Ml‘: NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, [ want to oppose
this motion only on one ground. (Hear! hear!) 1 do not want to say
that the Commissioner’s post is absolutely necessary or=is a Iuxury. I am
mf'_or_mcd that some members of the Retrenchment Committee are of
opinion that this work can be performed by the Director o Land Records in
addition to his own duties, but without the decision of the Retrenchment
Committee T am not prepared to say.........

Mr. BAIDYANATH MOOXKERJEE: Who told you ?

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: I am not prepared to disclose any
name. Unless we receive the report of the Retrenchment Clommittee I am
not prepared to discuss o reject this demand.

. Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN: Sir, May I hear the Hon’ble Minister
in charge ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member will hear him in

time.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I rise
to oppose this motion. T oppose it because to cut down the post of Excise
Commissioner will meap letting loose the Excise cattle without a cowherd.
(Hear ! hear!) '

The Hon’ble Maulay; Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, as the Retrenchment Committee has been referred to by
almost all the speakers, | think it is my duty as President of that Committee
to ]tit thefHousc know at wha stage the consideration of this matter is, As
my m?l. riend My, Flcming has zilready pointed out all the different groups
grc ;\;fi:tc li':l;':s::ted on that Committee. The group of my learned friends
lg%er N aIIs)o 1;s’t’:nted on the Committee by the lcamc_:d leader and deputy
E ok Unf'ort?mr;? lle§s a personage than my friend Srijut Debeswar
daughters, the learn de Y In our first session, on account of the illness of his

1 ) e I;a:ger of the group could not zg:tend; the party to

: g € cut belongs, is represented by Khan Bahad

Maul?\;; f,‘gafé?“q Ali, and the party Ogn the frcl)nl bench iny my right hanuc;
coiniﬂvhcn [; Senlcd by Mr. Mookerjee. All these gentlemen will bear me
ouy ¥ ordeay that' we brought” up the Director of Land Records asa
witne L to enhgh.t{m us whether it would be possible for him to
ommissioner in addition to his own. We have

S abmited lra 2‘;_;105‘3 probably in his daily routine he would be able to
fin ot M hOUTS, if that would satisfy the requirements of the Excise
Depat F his 1 'l? € yet to bring up the Excise Commissioner about the
extent - ¢ EVOI. - In thig Connection we must remember that the Com-
missioner of Lixcise does g function as Commissioner of Excise only, he

"y

B

- arguments.
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has other duties to perform also, for instance he is also Registrar of Joint
tock Companies. I would request the House that as the matter has
already been engaging the attention of the Retrenchment Committee wl"rcfc
the matter is being examined very thoroughly as my hon. friends will
certify.........
Mr. BAIDYANATH. MOOKER : Quite so.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyit‘i]E]S?‘ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
It is not proper to make an cconomy cut like this by a discussion which is
limited to 5 minutes for ordinary members and 7 minutes for the mover an.d
the Government replys The proper forum for this purpose of economy is
the Retrenchment Committee, as pointed out by several mer{lb'ers o.f ‘the
ouse. It is not that the verdict or the decision of the Committee will be
final, because its report will come up before the House for final dcc1s:on, and
10 this matter both the Houses are represented on the Retrenchment
Ommittee, ‘ :
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : In view of the assurance given by the
Hon’ble Chief Minister that the matter will be duly considered in the
€trenchment Committee, and also that this question is already engaging
their attention, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion.
The motion was, with the leave of the House, withdrawn. s
Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI: On a point of
inf‘ormation, Sir. I think two hours have been allowed for the discussion
of the Excise demand ?
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Two and a half hours.
Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURI : May I know from
what time it begins ? 3 ;
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : From 11-15 and it will be continued
up to 2-45 p.m. ) ; _
Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that
the provision of Rs.24,094 under Grant No. 2, Major head—8.—Provin-
cial Excise, Minor head—A —>Superintendence, Sub-head—1.—Pay of
Officers (total), at page 40 of the Budget be reduced by Ras. 100,1{]!5_6-, the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.4,20,800 do stand reduced by Rs.100. _
Sir, this motion has been tabled to criticise the Excise policy pursued
by the Government. This is a subject which has been much dxscusscd and
thrashed out in the press and on the platform, as well as on the floor of
this House. .
So naturally one does not feel very much inclined to repeat the stale
But all the same these weighty arguments may be permxttgd
repetition. Briefly stated the policy of the Government in the past up-till
now has been to squeeze out revenue out of the drug-addicts, to get as muc}_l
money as it is possible by selling those poisonous drugs to the pcople : At
the same time no effort seems to have been made to rescue these poor
victims from the drug evil ; nothing has been done to rcdcc;n thc_m grom
their distressing condition and nothing has been done for their ‘“Ph& rom
stagnation and degradation. Most of us have every day expericnce of thc
opium-eaters. of, Asgam and we all see that they are going poor and poorer
cvery day. Many of them have to live upon begging. Even then if they
get a couple of seers of rice by begging they sell the rice and with the major
portion of the salc Proceeds thcyg go and purchase opium. Just for the
matter of sweetening theiy taste if possible they buy one pice worth of gur or
sugar.| Itcan easily ‘bei gathered, Hons . fhis poison has made the addict
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inhun_nn and hard-hearted from one small incident. Those of us who have
experience of this cannot but fully appreciate the position. It may be a
tiny affair but the experience I shall mention will indicate the brutality of
the heart of the addicts. Sir, I said that he buys a pice worth of gur or
sugar to sweeten his taste. But when his child comes near and hankers for
a little of that sugar this addict although the child is his own is so hard-
heart.ed that he would deprive that young creature of a bit of that sugar and
he will himself lick a little of the opium and then lick a little of the gur for
taste. Sir, his wife and children cannot have clothes or food but the opium
victim will have opium all the same. When the Reverend Gentleman was
In charge of the portfolio last year, we fondly hoped that his Christian
T\/Ilssmnar_y zeal and eagerness would come to the rescue of these poor addicts
?gld ameliorate their condition to a considerable extent. But unfortunately
mi: ttc people of Assam, that zeal vanished within the wheel of the Govern-
virtr:lcand they preferred the money and the power of the position to the
Mol .Th‘-"'_ year the subject has been transferred to the hands of a lcarncgl
i avi Sahib and et us hope for the rescue of the addicts from their
Plorable and degrading condition in the hands of this pious Moslem.
o ut BIDESHI PAN TANTI: (On rising to speak). )

Eat 2 3 HOFI’b!e the SPEAKER: Order, order. The motion that has
tion wr{lt(])ved 1S to criticise the policy of the Government of Assam in connec-
Standil 1 Excise Department and its policy. There are identical motions
motiongl\;n the name of other hon. members. As for instance there is the

Sn“ 0 5 to criticise the present Excise policy of Government.
o rjut DEBESWAR SARMAH : My motion is to criticise the Excise
Partment ajsq,
thinl;rise Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Then there is meotion No. 7 which I

s the same, But there are also motions w'hich _haw_a bcs:n ta})led to
questiosome points which really come under discussion 1n dlscuasl_ng the
it Conv:-l ' policy. And I do not know whctl}er hc_m. _membcrs w111.ﬁnd
ation aﬁglen-t to discuss those points also when this motion is under consider-
to allag: t}’:vnhout moving their own motions. In that case, I Shﬁll. be glad

ecauge thzic embers to ta];c part in this debate and to p_I(‘iC:ia ttl C'eu- Ppoints
Motion iy, }? are really points which come under consic n in this

0.6, that“f ich the policy is to be CrltICESC(El. I may _pomtf c;lut motion
of Dolicy. 1s also a point which may come in in a discussion of the question

EN T, then 9, 11, 12. v v
The

No. 8 algq Hon'ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
The Hgys ’
then 19? I,Iﬁn ble the SPEAKER : Yes, No. 8 is also identical. Then 13,

discussiop ;. C3€ are reall i hich ell be discussed i
n i y points which Inay very w in a
I which the policy is to be criticised.

Srij

Swriz
decided thy  OCPINATH BARDOLOI: We have as a matter of fact, Sir,
Srijut Debeg SO far as this Party is concerned the motion in the name of
have tableq ?{ar Sarmah will only be moved and the other members who
may be raiscc;e- other motions will 'spcalg in support and answer points that

r. Mookey: In the course of discussions. There is only the motion of

Jee but it is for him to do what he likes.

The 9
cconomic}éon ble the SPEAKER: That is a different motion,

) { It is an
Ut and is different. ;
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Srijut BIDESHI PAN TANTI: wst+ife ast«9, ¢agi 35 cqeada =40
TEy (31 B e = VoAt Al Avdw A 2 AFARAL AT
rEicar o AT s w3 eufel #fwF  rarsperwl Afsfafy cal |
gy cual IG5 (33 3 9Af33 ©13 cAtshera! g2 AN oM TF | ISR
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fatana saF 35 2B A w391 T

Srijut BENODE KUMAR J. SARWAN: 1 beg to support the views
of my hon. friends Srijut Tanti and Debeswar Sarmah. The policy which
is universally held to be correct is the eradication of this vice and curse
which our people are suffering from. Though it may be a good policy to
have total abolition as our aim is, I have no doubt the time will come when
our province will be able to get out entirely from this curse. As long as this
curse exists amidst us we will not progress in our socicty and we are not
progressing in our economic conditions. My idea frankly is this and I would
like to tell the Members of the House here about it. My idea is that
our aim as regards total prohibition can be achieved by gradual steps
(Hear ! hear !). ~ So I suggest that we must keep a programme for three years
within which to bring about our aim. In the first year you can have half
the shops, in the second year one-fourth and in the third year you may have
complete abolition and that way we can have our idea fulfilled. That is the
way by which my aim for total abolition is to be rqahsed. Though I cannot
support my hon. friend in every way, yet I think they and I would be
willing to adopt this policy which would serve our purpose, that is to say,
to wipe out this bad habit. (FHear! hear!) b ;

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I think perhaps it
would be just as well that we should be candid and honest with oursclves
and clarify the ground we are now discussing. . L

If we say that we are anxious to induce temperance in this Province,
not only with regard to opium and ganja, but also respecting alcohol, I
think we are all of one mind. (Hear! hear!) Surely no society which claims
to be civilized can look upon excesses with equanimity. What we want to
do is to face the situation that a large number of the people of the Province
are addicts to opium and ganja, and also by heredity or habit, the use of
aleohol. It is no use to blink the fact that temperance and prohibition are
not thehsamc thing, 4

o, for inst : any OnNe, say, in a tea garden
wants ;t,o cncouragini?;c ‘Zgilsilﬁgilgﬁc ;If?zil:cohoyi in cxcg;s ? What gdocs it
mean @ Excess of alcohol means less ability to work, loss of time, and
guarre_:ls of a domestic or public character, all of which go to make for
mcmmn‘ﬁhm the work, whateyer it is, whether in tea or any other cmploye
ment. at employer would for one moment consider an increase in the

consumption of alcohol with these results ? What we are not facing is the
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fa.ct that these habits are with us,
and the places where alcohol is ¢
would like.

Take the question of opium. We would all like to see the opium
habit wiped out.

We all believe that thisis a major evil, which 5119u1dlbi
eradicated. The mover of this Motion in his opening remarks admits t ll?c
addicts of opium will go to any length in order to procure it. C':Elli 3
believe, therefore, that while smuggled opium is available we are going
eliminate this habit ? Let us recognise that so far as the older addicts ar_cl
concerned, we can regulate their ration and allow them to consume it unf{l
they die. When that generation has passed, we can hope the habit wi
pass with it.

Let us go back to the alcohol question.
my privilege to preside over a Loc
Dibrugarh Local Board to investigate
shops in that area. The report is no
Government. We arrived at the ¢
that these shops were from the consu
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and that merely closing the opium shogs
onsumed does not provide the remedy we

Ten or cleven years ago it was
al Board Committee set up by the
the question of opening new liquor
W somewhere in the dusty archives of
onclusion that owing to the distance
y had to travel 5, 7
> which meant making a day
is liquor is not content to have
several drinks and procures liquor also
In a word, he makes a complete job of his

weakness,

On the other

hand, we have found that where Te
have been opened, i

» In spite of the criticism of our friends
Y may take it fr

and come away, He has
to take home with him.

a Garden canteens
on the other side—
om me—this is a real lemperance movement.
(Laughter from Congress benches.) My hon. friends are laughing, but that
is our experience, and I am talking of temperance and not of prohibition.
We find that thes

€ canteens make for less drunkenness and we are the best
judges. The reason is not far toseek. Ifa man wants a dro

p of toddy,
cantcen, gets it and goes back home, The
regulated and ¢ i i

» Yet where there are no canteens and
to the liquor shops, we know that on the Monday following monthly pay,
where there are no canteens, we may as well have « holiday.

So, Sir, we would like to scparate the question of temperance from tota]

prohibition, for they do not stand on the same footing. We, more thap any
one else, are advocating real temperance.

ow I come for g moment

X : | As a plat.
form subject it affords fine obportunitics for speeches. But face the facts
Make prohibition llve in any area you like and how are ing
to make it effectual? 1

T i ou goin
distiliag N OW are you going to stop private bre
1stillation ?

. : : wing ang

These things are with us and are casily and regularly Carrieq
on. If you introduce prohibition, you are faced with the p
enforcing it, and it will P

S N € necesgijt b
rove costly even ifit is at all possible v for
doubt. T can assure you, Sir, if

! : > Whig
you are anxious to succeed in thijg h
You must start at the ot

- . e
her end. You must begin with the chj) Teen ifrf:ctrlllt,
schools.  You must harness public opinion, and in my view, in that vay an:i
that way only can you hope to succeed.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. members who
motions may discuss the particular points they want to discyss,
Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: Sir, I have got three motiong
which, though not identica

1, all aim at criticism of the Government policy
in one way or the other,

haye tabled

o -
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Sir, I beg to refer to the remarks of the Hon'hle Chief Minister whu;h
he made in his budget speech and which | will read for the convenience
the House. It is stated as foll_ox_vs — :

«« From April next the Mlmstry Proposes to cancel the passes l?
consumers below the age of 50 in tht": pla_tins district. So far as the partially
excluded areas are concerned the Ministry Propose to achieve the same
end in five years’ time, and from th :

; the original rations of the cons
per cent. o_f' t : um et
Sir, this statement of the Hon’h] Minister gives rise to some

suspicion in our minds. Whereas we find in the plains areas that the
passes of the consumers who ha

0 be below the age of 50 will b:l
cancelled but, Sir, in the hills areas the same policy is not adopted. An
he wants to say that the object will be a 1
reduction of 25 per cent. -of the ration annually.  Sir, from my experience
of the Mikir Hills areas I find th

at there are a 1ot of addicts of tender ag:l:
and if the same policy of cancelling passes in the plains areas be followe

in the hills areas also, a great lot of People who are below the age of 50 years
will have no passes. So we find that this idea

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY'; Dees the hon. member
mean to say that in the Mikir Hills the g4

me policy of 10 per cent. cut is
followed as in the plains district ? policy

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA :
sition which has been made by the Hon’h
areas there will be a ?5 per cent.
per cent. is prevalent in all places

We are confined to ‘the propo-
le Chief Minister that in the hills

reduction of opium. Of course that 10
as we understand.

. . ht the hon.
’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : 1 thoug
rgh:zs?ig!:haf the rai’]i-ons of consumers in the Mikir Hills were reduced
g;%fjrcl-cfto the cut of 10 per cent. Is that what he said ?

ijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: What I said is tha;s thizacﬁ:
1'C§,r:ii:oluld be adopted both in the plains ;115 W}f'l[ll as h;ilsi?r;on'ﬁnc 160
pal i ium habit in the hills are :

. the evil of opium : lin
i:xpcrﬁzfgbiog? pef)plc of tender age and Ehcrclf;orc élﬁc Pgliiyin"ft;ir;gc“cai
arge fage should be adhere o

hose under 50 years of ag : be : the suspicion

passes of t f the Hon’ble Chief Minister gives us
tement of the Hon ; 5 revenue.
?Ills:t- th,};kliz Zt:ly a method of keeping the ;am{:dlcvglt OI:E CH;(S‘S;ZS i B

] i i t should n 2
t this differential treatmen . 13

SSo, I :v,aoyf1 Cthihoul d be adopted in all areas whether plains :).r r}:ﬂin .
ame I\?cxt ycoming to the question of bl_‘1bcry and corrug 1;36 Departmeilt
epartment, we find from our experience that the to xtht:sn: corruptions.
staff in most of the cases are as a matter of faglt dap{!ior the formation of a
A resolution from the Congress Bench was ta ct'on in the Government
Committee (g enquire into bribery and Corrupsl not allowed. Sir, even
Departments, by unfortunately that resolution W‘ascomc is about Rs. 15 or
RE 20 & ohe Excise e et ARG s Ul 1{JI_"his corruption even goes
i cos I Esan income of about Rs. Los We find that the whole
to the excise peon not to speak of high officials. bottom. Of course
department as a matter of faqy is corrupted from top to he wholeSlepane

there might be some good people, but generally speaking, the

- ! : detectives
ment is full of corruption and if some sort of committee or some

- : '  light.
are appointed we are confident that these corruptions will be brought t0 115 1
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Regarding other matters my predecessors have fully dealt with them
and I need not repeat them again. But I could not possibly see eye to eye
with Mr. Hockenhull that the canteen shop opened in the tea garden isa
check to the drinking habit of the labourers.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: Check to excessiveness.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: These canteen shops have been
opened in the tea gardens only to keep the labour forces in the garden.

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: That is nonsence.

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: You may call it ‘ nonsense ’ or
anything you like, but it is a fact.

Khan Bahadur Maulavi KERAMAT ALI: What about your garden ?

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: What about Doloujan ?

Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA: These canteen shops have been
opened in the gardens for the improvement of the tea plantations with the
ob_]cct_ of checking the labourers from going outside the garden.

Sir, there are various defects in the department as I have st

because we find that in the departmental cases no evidence is allowed to

€ given as of right by those persons who are brought to hook and further
these dep.artmc_ntal enquiries are a sort of jabardast enquiries without taking
mnto consideration the evidence and without ta

t king the broad view of the
!:hn}g.. So we think that the departmental enquiry should be replaced by
Judicial enquiry as early as possible.

The Hon’ble Rev. J- J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : May I know what the
on. member spoke about judicial enquiry ?
Srijut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : I mean trials in criminal court.
he Honble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY : 1Ip, regard to what ?
3 _Srl]tlt _RAJENDRA NATH BARUA : In regard to short weight illegal
ilution of liquor and so forth. ’
Th‘? Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think the hon. member will finish
fore 1 Jut RAJENDRA NATH BARUA . I have almost fuihi Be-
ore 1 resume my seat I would like to hear about the policy of the H ’hl
_Chlcf Minister which he has referred in his budget speech. If I a
I my contention, I am subject to correction.

Srijut SIDDHINATH SARMA : Mr. §

shops has been to increase them. They h

aranga and another at Loharghat ; in the Gauhat; Subdivisi
g > S a
fllso 1ncreased one at Sarupeta in Barpeta Subdivisiot:l, “%;é’ I;)corgﬂf
ocality and the Raiyat Sabha have been submitting applications on
33::?‘“ End bare crying hoarse for their abolition.,
or the abolition of the shops. In spite of their re eated re ]

gxe Government is not abolishing the shops. Thexl?e is anoli:lrxiienﬁatmns

hantola—one and a half mile away from Nalbar;. Shop  at

The Hon’h] ijut ROHINI KUM
a new shop, n’ble Srijut AR GHAUDHURI:

B i?ﬂ“t SII?}?HI NATH SARMA : Dhantola.
i antola people do not want it. The e -
one aft'cr, another, for the abolition of the shop, Tgeaffaﬁzg?gﬁlﬁfhﬂe“;m“g
resolution to the effect also. But in spite of that e

5 : the G :
going on with the shop. People there are against th(:;e:l?;lfntlarfh?ﬁgfg

ave increased two sh

Y haye
of the

€ after
They are willjy o

That is not

Yes, it is removed from
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the Government, if they take votes of the people under the Temperance
Aet, the majority will vote for the abolition. I do not think Government
will get a single person in their favour for the retention of the shop.
I challenge. There is another liquor shop at Buralixon in Golaghat Subdivi-
sion. People there do not want that shop. That shop should be abolished at
once. Therefore, my submission is Govennment should abolish these shops.
If the Government want to ascertain the verdict of the people let them act
under the Temperance Act and get the verdict of the people. If t_he inten-
tion of the Government is to reduce the number of shops according to the
wishes of the people, let the Government come forward a:nd take measures
under the Temperance Act, in order to ascertain the verdict of the peqplc. i
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: I have also got a motion in
my name. Itis No. 25, which secks to criticise Government for not initiating
Prohibition of opium even in one district or in areas where consumption of
Opium is at a minimum. I think this can be conveniently discussed under
this motion. 5
Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: We shall have to speak, Sir.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: He wants to criticise the same point.
So I have given him an opportunity to speak. The hon. member will
get his turn,
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, ten years ago
€ Government of Assam stood committed to the principle of eradicating
the opium evil from Assam within 10 years. With this end in view the
rations of persons of fifty years and under were reduced _ gradually and in
order not to trouble persons over the age of fifty, they decided not to reduce
their rations. That policy was introduced after due deliberation and after
full investigation and it may be safely said with the general consensus of
opinion of consumers. Ten long years have rolled by, but yet Government
did not very seriously carry out this policy to a successful issue. Thousands
and thousands of passes were issued to opium consumers who contracted the
habit after the introduction of the pass system and therefore the policy has
not achieved that amount of success as we expected. The large volume of
OPinion in collection by the Opium Enquiry Committee go to show that this
Policy stood in the way of the success that it promised. : i
Sir, Government admits that there are two ecnemies of the policy of
reduction carried by them. One is the mahaldar and another is !;hc smugg-ler.
beg to ask what stood in the way of Government to stop selling of opium
through mahaldars who sell opium in pill form thr01_1gh. Government agencies.
€ Congress and non-congress parties have been insisting on Government
to sell opium in pills but that had not the attention that it deserved. So,
Iy as I say, if the Government had been serious they could havc‘ by now
3¢en an end of this evil from the Province of Assam. There is no use
I_‘;menting over the past. 'The portfolio has changed to an experienced
time D¢ Who by his religion and the principles enunciated for pretty long
€ will spare no pains to effect the complete eradication of this evil.
to bo yt suggestion is that over and above ‘the policy th?gl is pbriqused
shoulq ‘aken of reducing opium consumption the Hon’ble inister
e close those ghe s in th ince of Assam which are being
alntained for 4 T fue (proy. follows this policy, he will be
successful in bringio L 20 Persons. If he follows th » he
uit ) Ing about the eradication of the evil much earlier. 1
quite see that the addicgs will suffer for a time but medical relief may be
igriveir‘l for the };enod of suffering, A doctor assisted by a compounder work-
8 for 3weeks at a cost of Rs. 100 may serve in removing the craze of
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opium. I hope the Finance Minister wili not grudge this small amount if he
can spare even 40 men from jaws of opium drugs. He may be sure that the
money so spent will be more than paid. Thejungles that we find in and
about the village of an opium eaters will smile with beautiful crop bringing
in resultant revenues to coffers of the state. I am a confirmed believer of the
theory that opening of new liquor shops does not tend to temperance at-all.
I joined issue with Hon’ble Minister for Excise, last year I joined issue with
Mr. Hockenhull. I have moved with the people and I have found that
canteens do not tend to temperance for the simple reason that percentage of
alcoholic element is much higher in the liquors sold in canteens than
in the liquor called 3!feyl =% My hon. friends Srijut Bideshi
Pan Tanti supports my view. I told the then Commissioner of Excise
Mr. Thomas that if he would decrease the strength of alchohol in liquor
sold in canteens, then I would have no objection to start canteen shops in
the tea' garden areas but this unfortunately has not been done.
Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : We agiee with you.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope the hon. member has finished.
Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH : Yes, Sir, with these few words,
I beg to support the motion of my hon. friend Srijut Debeswar Sarmah.
Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: The hon. member has only spoken
about Mahaldari system. He has not said anything about smuggling. His
points about smuggling we shall hear with very great attention. .

. Srijut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: I maintain that if my scheme 18
given effect to and the system of selling opium by Mahaldars be stopped
th_c-cxcise detective staff will have time and opportunity to combat s:I;mg-
gling. He will devote his whole attention to check smuggling.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have also got
one motion to criticise the opening of more canteens and similar sh gin

the tea garden areas. I also want to say onec or two other points j o
of my speech. Sir, it has been said by Mr. Hockenhull that 011} pours?
canteens and lessce managers shops go to reduce the consumption ?Cplng el

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL: No I did not say that. of liquor.
Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : Sir, he has put forward
tounding proposition that better purpose of temperance will be 4 very as-

opening out more canteen shops and 1j uor shops in t i Served by
the statement of Mr. HOCkCD.hI:lH. 4 % he province. That was

Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL :
hon. member is mis-j

there is an increase o
gardens.

1 No Sir, I did not ¢ 11
nterpreting what I said. I said in plaine El&hﬁti The
f temperance since the opening of canteen sl-m;g;sls:l -

n  tea
Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: H ,
hops are ed : ¢ said Sir, that if more
;t c;l:sall th(:ap:;:fxc_the purpose of temperance will be better sey ved, Nteen

[ ) think
Mr. F. W. HOCKENHULL : No it is not
. : : same at all,
Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : Sir, we have found :;lhat bi
been taken even by the Planters to the opening of more 1i © J€Ction has
tea garden areas. When this move was 'quor

i sought to b : o
sion, Managers after Managers of Tea gardegns pl(‘)ote:tégade 1 I ubpdsi*;:3
of such shops in the tea garden areas, against the cpenie

ey S IOCKENHULL :  We will not deny (pyqg
manage'g shop was ei‘aﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ: LSllff fven last year w;hen one lessee-
taken by the Manager of akhimpur (¢

/ tl [ that particular e istrice objection
the a‘dmlmstratlon_ of the Excise Dcpartrient 1%1- t}i\; Page 2 of the report on
that ‘at the suggestion of Managers of two et dYear_ 1936-37, we find
Lakhimpur, one comnbined ¢,y gardens in  Sylhet and

atry spirit and gaija shop and one country
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spirit shop were shifted to sites selected by them, while another lessee-

manager  shop in Lakhimpur was closed at the request of the Manager of

the garden’. This shows, Sir, that what My, Hockeahall advocates here
fias not the real support of his own people even.

Mr.F. W. HOCKENHULL: The hen. member quotes
example. ({owd laughter).

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: Now, Sir, il the aim is to reduce
the excessiveness of the drinking habit of the labourer in the tea garden
arcas the opening of canteens and lessce-manager shops in the tea garden
arcas will not scrve the purpose. Though it may, check excessive  drink-
ing to some extent in individual cases—it will surely extend and spread
the habit among the labourers by bringing the temptation held out by the
<anteens and shops to the very door of the labourers.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: Cna point of informaticn Sir

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member will not yield.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: The more liquor shops arc started
the more people may become addicted to the drinking habit.

Mr. NABA KUMAR DUTTA: The cutsiders cannot have
from the canteens.

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: The number of addicts will g on
increasing with the opening of new shops and cantecns as these will bring
the temptation te the very doors of the labourers and will spread the habit
among the juvenile labourers especialiy.

The Hon’blc Rev. J. J. M, NITHIJLS-ROY: My I ask somcthing
for the sake of Inlormation Sir ? g

Th= Hon’ole th: SPEAKER: The hon. member is not giving way,

Srijut SARV.ISW AR BARUA: Sir, [rom the last year’s report we
find that there is an inerease in the amount of revenue derived from liquor
by about onc lakh. It has risen from four lakhs twenty five thousand to
five lakhs three thousand. Increasein my district is simply appalling,
Increase in Lakhimpur district alone is Rs. 59,016, This is to a great extent,
as has been admitted in the report itself duc to opening of lessee-manager
shops in the tea garden areas. ‘The report says * the co-operation of tea
garden managevs in the matter of checking illicit distillation In tea garden
areas by opening lessee-manager shops to meet the demand of genuine con-
sumers, the improved economic condition of the people in general and also
the activities of the excise staff t> control the evil of illicit distillation and
excessive manufacture of pachwai and to check malpractices resorted to by
vendors were the main causes for the increases.”” This, Sir, goes to show
how these people are rather encouraged by the department, In last year’s
report we find that 14 lcsscc-managcr shops and two canteen shops were
opencd. Of course, we have not got th: figure of this year. We -think,
this year also, Government is following the same policy and adding to
the list of these shops.

As regards the proposition that il we stop the optum shops, then in
that case smugglers will have a better opportunity for their trade, that I
th{nk_lf:‘ ]al_so AN crroneous statement. The only way to stop smuggling
eﬂ?ctueyls t(" stop all opium shops in the province (kear ! hear!). If
opium shopsf are stopped and if opium cannot be ebtained from private
30UTCES, 3? e 1*“3“3“(16, from Mahaldars, but can be obtained only
through bas Sdes;]ncn aPpointed by Government and if it is supplied in
oertain fox‘ms .aS.lasq JUSt now heep suggested by my hon. friend Srijut
Lakshesvar Borooah, in that case ()¢ excise staff will be in a beiter position

only one

liquor
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to stop smuggling. Any body in possession r:i'l npium in any nl‘hr‘r form
than in the official form ( i.e., in the form of pills supplicd from the
Ixcise Department) will be pounched upon by the Dxcise detection
staff and asked to point out the illicit sourcc of supply. In this way the
Lxcise Inspectors and tiic other detective staff can casily trace the source of
idicit supply and check it. 'l"hr:r::fm'c.'\w: all advocate tlu:: stopping ol
opium shops in their present form.  Opium must be supplied in pul forms by
Govern.nent and in that case the control of smugglers will  be casy and
effective. With these words I support the motion. ) )

frijut KAMESWAR DAS: I have got three motions inmy name.

Ths Hon’ble the SP?EAKER : The hon. member may deal with them
one alter aaother. e ' )

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS:  Sip, first T will deal with the one regard-
ing the drink cvil. It is difficult to believe why (,‘x:u-r;‘mutnt should not
bave a similar policy with regard to the drink evil just as in the casc  of
opium. Every one will agree with me that drink is a great evil CS[).(j(ld“')’ in
the case of the poor and the illiterate. So, Sir, it will be advisable on
the part of the Government that they should come l'm'w.:n.*d with a dehiite
policy to reduce the sources of supply of the drink evil, that s, they
should come [orward with a definite policy to reduce the number of liquor
shops. It may be said, Sir, that by reducing the sourccs of supply  of
drink, illicit distillation will increase, but no body  will grudge il the
Government - dopt a special measure to put down illicit distitlation  also,
1, for myself, woild agree to support the Government to have a  special
stafl for the purpose. The present practice of Government, howcver, seems
1o be nct to Iollow the poulicy of reduction of the sources _”f supaly. Only
the other day in reply to a questizn put by one ot tne hon. members of
this House Government said that they are considering the matter whether
they will increase the number ol new shops in future.  In fact, it seems
that izstead of discoura zing the drink evil, Government arc rather encoura-
ging it. They takc the help of a few people who are induced to apply
for a liquor shop amidst them and Government oﬂ'}ccrfs join hands with
them and makc a capiial out of the situation inspite ol vehement  protest
from the public and open new shops there. At Sarupcta, as  has been
mentioned by my hon. friend Srijut Silddhinath Sarua, a liquor .shop has
Leen opened recently inspite of vehement protests from  the .pul)llc there.
It is a small railway station and the number ol forcigners is also  very
small there. On the contrary the people in the necighbouring places con-
sists ol caste Hindus and Muhammadans who. are averse to the practice of
drinking. These people raised strong protests, but inspitc of that the
shop has been started, ¢f course, it has been said as an  experimental
measure.

The Hom’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: May | know in what
vear it was started ? Isitin 1936°?

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: T think it is over a year old. I cannot
say definitely the year but it 1s very recent, [ would urge the Govern-
ment that instead of encouraging this drink habit they should adopt a
policy of discouraging it and they should try to reduce the number of liquor
shops gradually with a view to do away with it altogether within a definite
number of years.

My next point is _with regard to grant of rewards to Government
servants and outsiders in excise and opium cases. Sir, I don’t understand
the reason why rewards are granted to Government servants and outsiders
in such cases. It may be said that these rewards cive an lncentive  to

o
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Government servants to work honestly. But these rewards, it seems to me, .

give an incentive ina greater m-asurc in the contrary way. By these
rewaras the Government servants are made to think that besides making
some extra gain they will also earn a name in their service and in that
view they induce, it 1s often heard, other people to help them in the
detection of crimes—not real but fabricated. So, I think, Government should
consider this point also and discontinue granting rewards to Government
servants.  Rewards to outsiders are also objectionable for the same reason,
i)pcause in the hope of getting rewards from Government they very olten
give wrong information to the Excise Officers and the resultis that inno-

cent persons suffer.  With these observations, Sir, I support the motion of
my hon. {riend.

Mr. JOBANG D. MARAK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, as regards cut motion
N(.)‘_S_ I think the motion is quite reasonable. The hon. mover wishes to
criticise the Government for not initiating the policy of prohibition even
1 one district, I think the Government should make some proper program-
me for prohibition as Mr. Sarwan said, in a place like the Garo Hills
tht‘c there are no Garo opium-estates and where there is no opium  or
£anja shop, but where there is fear of contagion spreading from the ne gh-
bouring fixstrict. Garo Hills is a promising place to start with prohibition
and I think it will be quite possible there. There are only a few Gurkha-
lis t:hcrc who are addicted to this habit and at present they are getting
their supply from Mankachar, which is a place quite near the Garo Hills
in the district of Goalpara. I would suggest that this prohibition question
should go by a particular area, and not as a whole in the whole province
because if we want to introduce its provision in the whole province it will
be very difficult and not at  all possible. So we should take up this
question in the most promising area and thus gradually show that there are
poszibilities for prohibition in Assam also. As regards this point 1 quite
agree, but regarding the other points I think [ agree with many of ihe
hon. members that we should wait for the result of ths enquiry of the
Retrenchment Committee. We know that this enquiry Committee s
very expensive and we have undertaken to bear the cost of this  Committee
and the Committee is doing its best as we have heard {rom the Hon'ble
Chief Minister. After the explanation of the Hon’ble Chief Minister [
think it will be some sort of injustice or interference on our part that the
work which the Retrenchment and Resources Committee is doing should be
done by us.

With these words T oppose this motion. (Laughter.)

Babu XAMINI KUMAR SEN: May I know what bearing the ques-

ton of palicy has with the work of the Retrenchment Committee |
C‘hielfvhl\-/.l'JQBANG D. MARAK - We have already heard from the Hon’ble
We ilave’ﬁ‘s“ﬂ‘ that the question is engaging their attention.  (laughter.)
y card his ¢xplanation and we must be satisfied  with it.
Babu KAMIN

tion of policy has KUMAR SEN : May I knew what bearing the ques

On the question of the Retrenchment CGommittee ?

The Hon’ble Ry, J-J. M. NiguoLo-2OY: Lassof revenur,



538 DEMAND FOR GRANT (2671 Fre,

Srijut BELIRAM DAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to support this |

motion. I would like to say that this drink and drug revenuc is a form of 15..
miost extrcmely dcgrading taxation. It makes on: pay for his own i
corruption. It falls upon those addicts like a dead weight which they
ill-aord to bear it, A taxation to be healthy must render  ten-fold to  the

tax payers in the shape of useful services. This Excise revenue does not  at :
all render any uscful service to these addicts. "Fhe best course that should {2
have been adopted by the Government to eradicate this habit would have i

been to spend this sum raised (rom Excise in giving education to the children
of these communities which are largely addicted to this vice. As regards
eradicating this vice the Government want to say that they cannot fight
this habit because of smuggling and in reply to that I should like to say
that the Excise Officers, 1n collusion with the mahaldars, really smuggle
and make out false cases in order to justily the retention of this l)cp;u‘Lln‘L:Il[-
Very‘oit‘cn it is found that the poor Rabhas and Kacharis are harassed by
the Excise niﬁcia]s‘and mahaldar; by setting up some paid men whose duty ]
2t 1s to encourage these innocent people to prepare liquor and afterwards
having them caught. I have h:ard about three years ago when I went to
Mangaldai dlatltherc was an Excise official there who puid. by way of
mnstrance premium more than what he got as his pay  every lno;xth ‘I'his
15" every whqrc prevalent.  On enquiry I find that that gentleman 11;1; been
hans[er‘re_d from that subdivision. [ would suggest that an enquiry should
be made into all these allegations against these }m:n, and if unl encuiry 1s ||
madt; I 'am sure it will be found that they are correct. A= '
g3 l\s’zllllixi]scix%;;:,;lléit El)n’stgfld oi" se.ll)ing op‘ium zu_1[gl }ljic.luor through mahal-
Tiketolilc S i o '51* ’IENCI_IH“U“ SCE_WUW‘S 1( the GOVcrl_]mf:nL c_]u not
Tlihs ed L wit sale of opium anq liquor dltogcll}er unm diate.y.
& 15;‘ l'i one, it will be found, that this drink and drug habit will slowly go -
Cﬁlt‘sowl[).:)c;:;-?-ui[:ritjgés (Ithat“ i gt:n(:r;‘l.l.ly seen it is ths litcmte_ Fxeise Mahal-
e > na ed by Excise officials and the reason is not very lar
Srijut MAHADER SARMA : #sj4f3 w3l
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The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is repeating the

arguments.

Srijut MAHADEB SARMAH : #®{479 T 2303, %9 #5us <3l
eIt gA[E o3 @513 T50g @F Fracd g olnuta famAm W 9Fa Afeq
fegrg a7 watsia sfew A RIS 2 e carxtfa 3 Adrs Aq) 3
5% 43 Fa Y a9v.eq 57 ATawtal ATt w3l facA15a e 4dte
4175 “The Director of Public Instruction, Assam, reports that nothing
further on the subject (Temperance teaching) has been done during the
year.” wf'e sigirars temperance T (Tl f*l'&“l'ajﬂ?:f faqra  catat
4333 ¥l 3| I (R4 I1F fA0579 421 (7 3T 3RS A0 %1% oAlg'a cqlala
a61% faareg Totm 1 Eqi4 93 a6 9w 3T ' wigeg temperance
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Adjournment
Thn Asse]nbiy then adjourncd for 1U“Ch till 2 p,m,

After adjournment
The Assembly re-assembled after lunch at 2 p.m,

Maulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALL:  Sir, as T rise to g0
this motion I quite feel that T am in the land of Optum-eaters, Inp the strad]
province of Assam there are we find 90,000 addicts to the o

‘ 1 pium  habi,
But, Sir, the motion that has Leen tabled by my hon, friend My, B:‘!l'llia

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is exceeding his
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is against the present Government. I think there is nothing to blame the
present Government for and [ hope the House will not feel inclined to
censure them for the sins of the old Government. (A woice.—Which _old
Government ?) I mean, Sir, the Government which was over us before.
1t is practically a new policy that we are going to have 1 h.a\fc got to
reter to the memorable budget spcech of the Hon’.blc Chietf Minister
regardine the opium question. In this year the pol_my _Lhat !ms been
adumbrated by the new Ministry with regard to oplum is as follows :—
“The present Ministry is determined to wipe out the optum habit from 1he
peoplz of the province.  Consumption of opium has been brought down to
about 200 maunds from over a thousand maunds ten years ago.” So,. Sir,
there has been a gre.t deal of prohibition in tnis respect. “This has
naturally meant a loss of over 30 lakhs in ¢pium revenue.”’  But as | find,
Sir, neither the Government nor the people have grudged this colossal loss
50 loag as they are satisfied that this diminishing revenue r.eally.rc:prcscnts a
diminishing consumption. So, Sir, we find that the Ministry 1s at one with
this House and they agree also in their policy that the opium habit of the
people should go. i :
. But, Sir, total prohibition all at once is not possible. II'T am correctly
tnfermed, Sir, this experiment has been tricd in some of the provinces where
the Corgr ss has taken up the Government, but with no success. But this
(Government here, Sir, is trying to eradicate the habit by a gradual process,
Only the other day, Sir, this Government has tried to sce to the cradication
of thix evil by appointing a Committce, which has finished its Iab(u‘u‘s only
recently. The Excise Committee’s report will very soon come  before the
House and we shall have an opportunity of discussing it in full. I believe,
Sir, that this Government will take iz talo the policy that has been laid
down by the Excise Committee. The Committee _unanm_]ously‘ recom-
mended that the Government should continue the existing pol'cy of 10 per
cent. reduction in the rations of registercd consumers and that consumers
under the age of 50 whose rations will go down bcl?“’ 4'dan"f}§h o th‘_’ 3lst
March 1938 will get no passes except on medical gl(ful'l‘ 159'38 w;)l?felfozllsyme.:s
under 50 years of age whose rations on the 31st Ma ?f st Mnfchl d;]g-'.is
and above will be subjected to 10 per cent. cul, but a tt:1” d. ey HIx ‘3‘9
all passes of consumers below the age of 50 will be ("..anceh'c hi Ml-‘o- are
opium will be issued to consumers. That shows; oIr, L }dt Tl mlSFy <
trying to do away with the cpium habit gradually from t;e masses of the
people. ““T'he Committce by a majority recommend that conl]sqrfle.rs' gt
50 years of age and above should be allowed to conunue to get their rations
5% Tofioums o . eases they have made restrictions,
as long as they require.” In other cas . . el Coeb
Among other recommendation made by the cominliiec 15 one, f}ﬂicy that
Dr. Modino’s system of detoxication treatment be given at'tlna s Fthf;
hospitals at Shillong, Dibrugarh and Jorhat as an  eXperier feasure. |
a‘(’; Ssl’li_rilth(: h?_lblt of opium-smoking is going dflwcnooium habit %f our people
o5 d‘;sagggain the coursc of a few years that the OP

T 3 % .
s hf{ :Il?a‘:’:}fc;l&: SPIkE AK{,ER,.‘,: :ﬂzﬁe};on. member has exceeded his

. spoken for 7 min : . .

e n:::lavx MUHAMII)VI AD AMJAD ALI: I shall be obliged if you can

two mo : : ; 1trol liguor I suppose this
Yotite Sall re minuteg, With a view to CcO1 q PP

be in a i d 1 f i
) : e ndation of the committee
on the que:tion of Egilftllon to accept the recommenda

S ek . rovince at present. The
lessee-manager system, aving a distillery 1n the p 5 On this Daiee
Mr. Hockenhull has ali’ds met with a good deal of success. n this poin

. referr Fogh : ill be dispc o
benefit by his expcrimmg.ieim red and 1 think the House w 11 be disposed t



542 DEMAND FOR GRANT [261H Fen,

So, Sir, itis up to us, as thc Committce has also recommended that
there ought to be a certain amount of propaganda, that we should do
Something in that direction to sce that the temperance habit in our people is
Propagated, not by legislation alone. With these words, Sir, 1 fcel, I should
Oppose this motion. . . .

Col. A. B. BEDDOW : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wish to opposc the various
motions that are at present under discussion. . 5 0

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: On a point ol order, Sir.  Are
many motions now hefore the House ? i,

The Hcn’ble the SPE2AKER : Only one motion is before the House.
There have been various points urged and the hon. member refers to  the
various points under discussion. . . ”

Col. A.B.BEDLOW : 1 arolegice, Sir. 1 was under the Hnpression
that the hon. members who had tabled motions under the same head were
permitted to take their cases one after another. If am wrong, [
apologise. 1 oppose the motion urder discussion.

The debate commenced with an attack upon Government for doing
nothing in regard to the opium cvil. Now, Sir, I do not propose to d fend
Government in this respect. T am perlectly sure that Government is far
more capable than I am in dealing with it. But I would Jike 10 cast my
mind back over g few years as a man who has been in this country for some
considerable time and remind mysell of what I have seen. I remember tea
garden labour under the “Arkati” system where opivm  smokers were
numerous. I rememker when I went to the garden where [ am now,
there were 24 labourers who hed passes till theirold age. To.day there is
not a single soul in (hat garden who has a pass. 1Fit is not an improve-
ment, I do 1.0t know what it js. But that is a fact.

From that motion. Sir, the debate, through many ramifications, has
developed more or less into an attack on the canteen il!lf]. Lessce Manager
system in Tea gardens. Practically nothing has been said in regard to the
excise administration as affecting the other 90 per cent. of the consumers in
the Province, from which I take it that this | ouse is satisfied with the ad-
ministration in regard to that 60 per cent. of the inha“itants of Assam.

One hon. member referred to the case of one liquor shop to which
he stated that the surrounding people took exception, and stated, moreover,
that were these People afforded an opportunity to vote. they would vote for
its removal.  Now, Sir, T am an ordinary business man and I have found
that where a s!:np—kecper is unpopular, that shop-kecper soon becomes
}Jdrlk;\l:;ﬁ'i;qarldlgi‘lii lg?ufnprc to say in that ,-es;?ccb. , _

. & MDg question of the Cantecen and  Legsee Manager
systems on Tea gardens, | would point out that we Planters have two great
evils to fight and these ‘two evils are—drunkenness and illicit distillation,
which go hamc! mn hand. I think the House will realise that 1 am being no
more than logical in Pointing out that it s indispensible to us for our Labour
forces to be healthy, wes behaved and capable of doing a  good day’s work
in order to kccp_our gardens in pood order, and it is only for these reasons
that as an EXperiment thege syst'ém-; were introduced. We have now gone
beyond the EXperimenty) stage and we have found that the Canteen system
has proved of §reat benefit to , very large number of gardens. I do not
know whether 1t js o, hundred per cent. but so far as my personal ex-

Ecrlince gocs it has proye one hundred per cent. with the gardens that I
now.
The alternative ig a La

there

bour force prone to drunkenness, with constant

trouble l_?yﬂ}“-(fgum, {ihSGereism and constant reference to the Police to
pl-ﬁyf;nf.; o1t distillation, 'have been driven to the conclusion by the
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statements made iplth_c _I—I‘ous_c"to-day that many members would prefer to
see drunkenness with illicit distitlation rather than decent sobriety under
the canteen system.

It has Leen indicated that Government have a definite propaganda in
this matter, but i would point Out that managers are entirely tree to accept
or reject tne system as they desire,

As regards tie disgracetul suggestion made by one of the hon. members
of t'hc House (hat Planters are now intraducing canteen system in order to
retain thex; Labour forces, 1 can only say that such a suggestion is not
worthy ol the great prty 10 which ne belongs.

With these words 1 Deg 10 oppose tae motion,

Babu LALIE MIOHAN Kax ¢ Mr. Speaker, Sir. The ever con-
demned revenue on excise has been estiinated to be higher than it was in
the previous year’s budget. [ne ‘rovernment, while lollowing a policy of
gradual exteimination ol opium habut at a snail’s pace, appears, as if with a
view to compensate the loss caused thereby, to be inaugucating a policy of
gradual promotion of the habit of using country spirits, hemps and other
drugs. If you want to discourage opium, weil and good Dput at the same
time encourage other intoxicating drugs to keep the excise revenue steady or
going higuer up—such seems to bDe the policy knowingly being iollowed by
the Government. Government’s anxiety 1s more for the money than ior the
goclald and wellare of the people, which is not only undesirable but uanfair as
well.

With these few words I support the motion.

Khan Banadur Maulavi SAYiDUR RAHMAN: In rising to oppose
this motion, I do not want to u hold the present policy of the Government.,
The present policy has been defective in its working in many respects ; but
all that I want to impress upon the House is that the criticism of the excise
policy has been a hardy annual. The criticism that has been made from
time to time from the opposition Bencines has tailled to produce any result
whatsoever, simply because that criticism has been always d}CStFUCtiV@: and is
divorced [rom practical politics. [ney have been advocating prohibition ;
but it is well known to the members of the House that ‘total pr ohibition jg
impossible. It is impracticabie under the present circumstances, Iney
have been also advocating the eradication of the evil napit of taking Oopium
by legislation. I beg to submit tnat this habit of oplum eating can peyyp

be removed by legisiation unless there be intensive temperance propagandsa
in the country side by side. [he opposition nas not put torward any ¢op.
structive suggestions as to how tae province can be made dry Of the people
purged of the evil habit of taking opium. ftis the absence of any constryc-
tive programme from them that nas led to such 1nactvily and lnacuon op
the part of Government. ]

Now, it has been said by one hon. member that the InCrease in the
E&Tstéef‘ ol lessee-manager shops and canteens nashbcﬁ?l 111‘ :t;}:ogs:?ie tor the ip.
b lkn Consumption. I have yet to know whether £ dct We aj|
instal the object with which these lessee-manager ShOpPS and canieepg were
insta led. ¢ also know tpat tnere are restrictions placed on tpege Shops
regards the rations to be supp(; acl umer and as to the A

Pplied to eacn cons bours of

sale. The objects wer : vent the illici

with a view t;:]» bring lizi: zﬂ{);fble, 1:aﬁ1161¥1 1L01 rprzasy il t“i:lpply and
system has really increased dl'ur):ke\rr\::lélss is yet to be known. M
Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta js 4 tea planter himselt ; provably pe Bunsglf o
concerned with a canteen shop, lpsna.u be glad to icarn from biriie Cfei is
enness as a wnole has increaseq in his garden on account of tne msraul;ut?é:




544 DEMAND FOR GRANT (2671 Fep
of the shop. /Mr. Naba Kumar Dutta—No.) I have got the Annual
Report on the working of the Tea Districts Emigrant Labour Act for the
year ending the 30th September 1936 which has just come to me by post.
I refer to one paragraph of this report: “The majority of the tea garden
labourers drink by habit. The Assam Excise Department estimated that
the tea garden population is responsible for about two-thirds of the total
consumption of country spirit in Assam. ‘The consumption of country spirit
in Assam shows an increase ol 56°39 per cent. durinz 1935-36 as against a
decrease o! 7°6 per cent. in the previous year. The number of persons
arrested under the Excise and Opium Acts rose from 2,502 in 1934-35 to
2,587 in 1935-36. The Excise Report mentioned that the increase in
consumption of country spirit is due to the decrease in its price from
Re.1-5-0 and Re.0-12-0 to Re.l-1-0 and Re0-9-0 per quart bottle of
30 U. P. to 60 U. P. respectively in ordinary shops from 1st April
1935. The Excise Department adopted measures which discouraged the
practice of illicit distillation and the old consumers reverted to licit sources
of supply because they found that the gain from the illicit sources was not
now high enough for the risk involved.” So this shows that the system has
been successful in keeping down drunkenness.
. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member is exceeding his
time limit,
Khan Bahadur Maulavi SAYIDUR RAHIMAN: I am Jjust finishing.
There was another suggestion from anothcr hon. member, viz., to close
all the opium shops and watch the result. I doubt very much how far this
step of preventing illicit supply will bring in the desired result of eradicating
the evil habit. It the licit supply of opium to the bona fide consumers is
stopped will it not increase the illicit supply ? So these suggestions although
th y have been made with the best of motives, I do not think, wil] carry us
any farther as regards prohibition. The main thing that is wanteq 5. |
think, an intensive temperance propaganda side by side (applause) by the
Tepresentatives of the public irrespective of what Government doeg in the
matter.
With these words I oppose the motion.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I think the Hon’ble Minister should
reply‘now. Quite a number of points have bclen urged. I shall give him
minutes’ time for replyi ints, s at I m
e e for replying to the points, so th ay close the debate
The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, I am
Ing on behalf of Governni];:n.t]: I am speaking as an indivi’dual mc:lrglt; Ta
The Hox’ble the SPEAKER: If the Hon'ble Minister is not i ki
on b’ehalFof Government I can only allow him five minutes Onlspea ing
Hc?n ble Minister in charge should get sufficient time to reply to y- The
points raised. all the
The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: It has
. Several times that this Government has no programme, We  defin;
have a progr mme for opium and this has been already stateq. Ae “;:'ely
member of the House has read a resolution that was Passed by p DE o
Committee that was called by Government. In this Committee thcﬁ e
16 members of this House who were present and the policy is defin: < Jwere
d : : ; e i policy efinitely laid
own, that is, during this year, 1938, by April next, the passes of all the
consumers below the age of 50 whose rations have gone down below 4 annas
on 31st March 1938 will be cancelled, next March—that is to say the passes
will be cancelled of those consumers below 50 years who took passes ixl: the
year 1928 ; and the passes of all consumers below the age of 50 whose

been stated
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rations will be 4 annas and above, i.¢, those who took their passes after
1928 will be cancelled in the year 1930.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Sir, we have not seen that
report.

P The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: Sir, that report will be
given to hon. members in time if they want. The resolution of the
Excise Committee has been read by one of the hon. members.
So, I do not want to repeat that. It is also the policy of Government that
no new opium passes should be issucd unless thereis a special re-
commendation on medical grounds for the sickness or health of the person.
Now this is a definite policy or programme. So to say that we have no
policy and no programme is speaking without thinkinz. Now, Sir, one of
the hon. members said that we are not very jealous to abolish the opium
h§tbit in Assam. (Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya: On a point of information,
Sir.) I have no time to give him any information. It has been sucgested by
one of the hon. members that Government are not anxious to abolish the
opium habit from Assam. Itisa very surprising statement to fall from the
mouth of responsible legislators of this hon. House. Everybody
knows what policy we have about opium. This habit was in existence before
the advent of British Government in Assam. When they came they found
that the people were addicted to opium habit (A wvoice :—extremely low
quantity.)

In 1927 when I was a Minister previously, the consumption of opium
n Assam, was over about 69,900 seers but now it has been reduced to only
9,000 seers, and the revenue of the Government has gone down by about °
30 lakhs (laughter).

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Order, order.

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The Government of
Assam from the time when the Montford Reform was introduced, has been
to a great extent very anxious to abolish this opium habit ; and since we
took charge of this Government we have made it a definite plan that the
opium evil should be abolished. . i

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Why did not the Hon’ble Minister
in that case retain that portfolio ? 3

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: My hon. friends on
the other side who have criticised the Government on this point will no
doubt realise in their cool moments (loud laughter) that surely the
policy which this Government has adopted is a very good policy.

Srijut DEEESWAR SARMAFI: The Hon'ble Minister is now in
excise mood (laughter).

The Hon’ble Rev. J. J. M. NICHOLS-ROY: The hon. members
are now making unreasonable statements in the House for the sake of influen-
cng votes to defeat the Government by any means (laughtet . !

Then there is another point as regards the lessee-manager shops. This
CI‘i-WSUOn was also discussed hy the Excise Committee. Of course it is a very
pr%}?ill;cit:it:)?,nobut I say that I am second to none in regard to the question of

f liquor.
Mr. . .
(Laughter.) “TPYANATH MOOKERJEE: In theory or in practice ?

The Hon’ble Rev ST
3 * e J. - : I say Sir, that T am
second to none in pracri'ge"] (Iziu ;N),%{SI){OLS ROY say oir, a

ir, there i iffer
cantesen; Malrf . Cilff'el;encc between the lessee-manager shops and the
er shOP-‘; It isycgn?p ﬁ.do not understand what is meant by lessee-mana-
g ps. rolled by the manager of a garden but the lessee is
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p— Lo s ¢
to be appointed by the Deputy Corn.m_ls?mqer_”att_ the orilsr];mrrl;:—;“(i)gsi;: tl};:
Manager of the garden. There was illicit disti ation g ing e
gardens. The Excise Officers sometimes made raids inside the g I Bl
such raids are very risky because the labour force would. not Cadf‘l"l b
them to enter into their houses and would fizht. In a certain garder :

i is ¢ cople were wounded with
e e Oml(\:TerS hggferﬁmcpnt has introduced this
a3 undesir}iib]e k:oor}sggrl:lerr(ls]eisr;g dr?i‘:kcnnrzss’ and to prevent illicit distilla~
:i)g:‘;’mggrt}fﬁse;ilhnd a labourer can buy only one quart l?ott}le‘ Of.ul'ir(:[:,l'?r
per day and he will be ha.h:tuatcd to drink less liquor and if the qI é 1by
be further decreased he will get 1_Jscd to a lesser quantity and will t 17.13”_ e
ready, when prohibition will be introdnced, without much difficulty, to give
o th’;lia?izn’ble the SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister has exceeded
his tl'ti‘nl(:ehﬁ:l'l_-b]e Rev. J.d_]'. M. NICHOLS-R}Q’:: Very well, Sir, I have

i osition does not want to sec hght.
ﬁmShsc:-li:iutTl\}:[%cl)—r;lpc RA BORA: Does the Hon’ble Minister mean
to say that there is light in t_hc increased consumption of ganja ? .

The Hon’ble Maulavi MUNAWWARALI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I may
state on the floor of this House tha't [ am not a .bll less behind _aay hon,
member in my anxiety to see that intoxication disappears fro:p this province
of ours. My views are well known _and they need no reiteration. I can only
assure hon. members that I as Mlmster-l_n-charge- of Excise w_xll leave no
single stone unturned to see that something dcﬁnltf: and so_mcth_mg tangible
is done (Hear! Hear!). I congr_atulalr: many of my hon. friends sitting
opposite for the various constructive suggestions that they 'have thrown out
before me for my examination (Hear! Hear!). I shall examine each and every
one of them with the utmost sympathy that I can command. From the
speeches of my hon. friends, three points v\fh]c.h emerge  are opium, lessep-
manager and cantesn shops. As regards eradication of opium habit from this
province various speakers fron} t.has s1dc.of the }_'Iousc anc! alﬁ? from the Hie
opposite have given their opinion. The policy _of thrs. Lovernment hag
been definite and welI—]ald and it needs no repetition. S%r, [ will try my
best to see that the policy that was laid down in 1927 is worked ouH 34
fact.AS regards the lessee-manager shr_Jps, whetner this is a proposition which
leads to the control of drunkenness will be thoroughly examinced by me
Our hon. friend Mr. Hockenhull and other mcembers from the Planting

groups have said that this system is just to the good and benefit of the g

as well as to the workers.  As regards the canteen system [ canpu}ahc‘

repeat what I have just now stated. I cannot say an only

chorough examir}atiun whether this system is a good one or not
that this system 1s to the benefit of the public and to the Work'cr Pix ¢
canteen system will be continued but if, however, it is found thatb it e_"‘ this
to the benefit of the public and workers then I shall certainly al:nld g
system. Sir, in a debate like this I can attempt only at 2 gcnégl(m t?ls.
Various propositions that have been mooted require ‘more oy reply.
nation in detail and I am pot going to rush through them 5 l:)g cxa.l;m-
sonally I do not support the canicen system or, I‘fSif‘-E-manaae; Snc:e:. er-
do I oppose them. There is a report of the Excise A dViSoryDGOmys-tcm .nocxi
1 have gone through it from line to line, from word to word wit?llttee a;n

attention and care. I am impressed by one desire—the central degsxi.:: cstf:.
the Committee—which is this that they are all 5o VEry anxious to see th:t

ything without a more .
If it is found .

i
R
\
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the opium habit—the pernicious habit in this accursed province of ours—is
eradic:ted as soon as possible. Some of the hon. members seem to have
gone—if I may be permitted to say—a little bit out of their way. They have
said that all these are tactics merely to fetch revenue. I should say—no.
So far as I have been able to sec through the policy of my predecessor—
Government were not imbued with such motive, but their desire seems to
have been genuine and they were anxious to see opium habit eradicated
gradually but definitely. They did not like to rush through these problems
all at once but wanted to follow the policy in a business-like manner.
Sir. as regards the vast subject of drunkenness and opium habit, one cannot
do beiter than to pursue a policy to mitigate the evils or a well-deferred
plan which could ensure a real mitigation. We are in a province, unfor-
tunate as we are, on the border of which are China, Burma and Benge

i i ion i e engal.
Our geographical situation is at once a source of anxieties and dangers to us.

There is no resiriction in the border regions. Here we have been imposing
restrictions. As no restriction is pursued in the neighbouring provinces,
our difficulties are all the more great and, therefore, the magnitude of our
task is also all the more grear. I hope every hon. member will realise the
difficulties of this Government and accord to us the sympathy that we
deserve under the peculiar circumstances in which we are.

The h- n. mover of the motion made an appeal to me as a Moslem. Of
course, as a Moslem I have got my own scruple and my own compunction.
I like as a Moslem that opium habit and all sorts of intoxication are vanish-
ed just now. But, Sir, there is a practical side of this question. We have
to face the problem of such a hu_gc magnitude not as a mere theorist i
Jike a practical man. I hope with al.l the assurances that'I have given, my
hon. friend—the mover —might see his way not to press his motion,

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: I don’t press the motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I want to know whether the hon. mem-

i te
wants to put the motion to vote.

her ’j[“he Hﬁ)E’Z:le Manlavi MUNAWWARALIL: 1 shou!d have said that
hat hon. member might see his way to withdraw the motion.

t The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : l.hat is the question whether the hon.

i i i 7 tion or not.
- is going to withdraw the mo ‘

mcmé);ij':zt ?)EBESWAR SARMAH: No, Sir.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is that the provision of

- ; jor head—=8.—Provincial Excj 3
124,094 under Grant No.2, Major ial Excise, Midige
;Ifesad_—A.—-Superintcndence, Sub-head—1.—Pay of Officers (total), at ik
40 of the Budget, he reduced by Rs.100, z.e., the amount of the whole arant

of Rs.4,20,800 do stand reduced by Rs.100.
The motion was lost. ' o
The How’hle the SPEAKER.: I he question is that a sum not exceed-
ing Rs 4,20,800 be gran ted to defray certain charges which will come in the
course of payment during the year en@mg on th.e 3}’st March 1939, for the
administration of the head “8.—Provincial Excise.
The motion was agreed to.

GRANT No.3
(9.—STAMPS)
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid $ir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA; o
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, | beg g tn
move that a sum not exceeding Rs.19,200 be granted to defray the ’Cha;gez

which will come in the course of payment during the year endj
31st March 1939, for the administration of the head c‘g-—'Sta,mpls?f_g on the
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AKER: The motion moved is that a sum not

le.:ne }1{0?’;)12%01:22 ngited to defray the charges which will comein

fl'}:gcci)ul?s% ofﬁ.pa’yment during t‘hg }’Cg:' endsi:':g on the 31st March 1939, for

2 . ‘9 —Stamps”’.

e Ao oA NATH ADITYA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, T beg to move

that the provision of Rs.260 under Grant No 3, M ajor hc?d—E— g:'T)-]'Sstharl::e[::l:

Minor head—C.—Superintendence, Sub-head—1-—=Pay ol is1ab iShment
(total), at page 44 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.¢., the amoun

4 e grant of Rs.19,200 do stand reduced by Rs,100. - ad

Sir, it js within the remembrance of all the members of this House It_a
a similar motion was passed in the last Budget session, the effect of which
was to censure the Government fo;' not annulling the .cnhnnced rate of
‘Court-fees to the level of 1936. Sir, I do not know in what spirit the
debate was taken by the Hon’ble Chief Minister. He explained away his
eleven defeats the other day and I do not remember how he cxplamed_away
this defeat also. My hon. friends may remember that the hero of Milton’s
Paradise Lost when he was hurled down from heaven explained his fall to
his followers, ¢ well, we are not still defeated, we will have . yet courage and
energy left”. Perhaps, in this way the Hon’ble Chief Minister explained
away his defeat to his followers. 'The function of the executive is to carry
out the mandate of the legislature. Now, when that verdict was passed by
the House, it was certainly the duty of the Ministers to reduce the Court-
fees. By not doing that they have insulted the House and betrayed the
sacred trust that was imposed on them. ]

Sir, I would appcal to the members of the House to keep up their pres-
tige and dignity and unless they have hypothecated their conscience to the
Government they should take up the challenge and give a proper reply for
not executing their verdict. .

Sir, let me come to the business aspect of the question. We find from
the actuals for 1936-37 the revenue was Rs.18,29,000, that is the actuals for
_1936‘37. Then in the budget estimates for 1937-38 it was Rs.20,50,000 hut
In the revised estimate they had to come down and itf has been fixed at 19
lakhs and perhaps in the actuals it came down. In this year’s budget they
have estimated Rs.19,57,000. Of course this is only an estimate and we should
not discuss it ; we are mainly concerned with the  actuals of 1936-37 anq the
revised estimate of 1937-38. From these we find that there is only a difference
of Rs.61,000. As again that we find the cost of purchase of stamps has ip-
oreased by Rs 5,000. That means the figure is only Rs.56,000. So that if
there is any net gain it is not more than Rs.56,000. I am doubtfu] that
there would even be a gain of Rs.56,000, and for a gain of Rs.56,000 only I
do not think the Government is justified to ignore the verdict of the House
And \«'vl:lat i_s the effect of this enhancement ? I think it is clearly Showr;.
that 11t1gat10n_ and other transactions have come down as a result of yhjg
mcrease. It is a well-known business axiom “the lower the price the higher

the profit, the higher the price the lower the profit’’, and that it is
3, 3 act
has been illustrated by the result. g ually so

inf Mal_llavi ASI‘IRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDH(JRY: On a point of
info i iti i
= t;r:azl(;)l?ﬁs;r.? Does the hon member want more litigation than what is

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA :
member asked. The Government cannot bl
that are prevailing in the country, and under
can be the justification of the Government
which the people can ill afford to pay.

I did not hear what the hon.
ink at the economic conditions
suc_h economic conditions what
for imposing a direct taxation

_“
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In this enhancement Act we find that the court-fec has been increased
at a much higher rate than previously when another attempt was made to
raise the court-fee and the stamp fee. We find that during the previous
enhancement, the court-fee for a petition was raised from 8 annas to 10
annas, and now it has been raised {rom 8 annas to 12 annas. So this en-
hancement in the face of trade depression and economic distress has been
most unwise on the part of the Government. To sell justice at such an ex-
orbitant price is to deny justice to the poor and I want an answer from the
Government on this question. 4

With these few words I place my motion before the House for its
acceptance. 4

I1)\/1'.::ulzawi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY : Qn-
a point of information, Sir. What is the percentage of the litigant people in
the piovince? I ;

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: From whom ?

Maulavi MUHAMMAD MAQBUL HUSSAIN CHAUDHURY:
From the Hon’ble Minister. i 7

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Minister may reply.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: I

saw Srijut Krishna Nath Sarma gett:ng up, and also Srijut Kameswar Das
has got a similar motion ?

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: I am not going to speak.

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I have got a
few words to say on this motion. My point is that in the last Budget session
a censure motion was carried against the Government_ ............ i

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : That has been said by Mr. Aditya.

Srijut KRISHNA NATH SARMA: Yes Sir, and t}m? is a source of
revenue which generally comes from the poor people, and an increase in the
stamp duty means an exploitation of the people. Sir, litigation is but an
evil. Litigation has ruined hundreds of families So as a matter of fact when
the Assembly has given its verdict regarding the reduction of Athe stamp and
court-fee duty it is the bounden duty of the Government to give effect to that
verdict of the House. Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Minister the other day saﬂxd
that he was waiting for orders from the high f:ommand in London. So
that whatever the Assernbly does the Ministry is not . bound to QbeY its
verdict and must wait for orders of the high comma?d in Lor}dox}. 1f t-hlS
is the state of things always in all matters, Assembly’s progeeqmg 1S no_thmg
but a farce and our cries for popular measures are mere cries in the wﬂdex:-
ness. | therefore ask the Government in all hum:l}ty to give effect to th1.3
wish of the Assembly even at the risk of financial difficulty. ’As to this
financial dithculty 1 must say that whenever we table some resolution involv-
ing some expenditure, for instance for prima_ry eflucauon, etc., the Govern-
ment always puts forward the plea of financial difficulty, whenever there is

any proposal for any constructive measure the Government always put

forwarqg the ! )

some high post this difficulr di So, my submission is as
isappears. s

regards givin iculty at once PP

i nment should reduce
the cost of]ig relief to the poor people that the Gover

A gation, j e, : rt-fees.
With these s > stamp and cou

The Hon’ble 1oRds I support the motion.

! Maulayj ivid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am ob?i‘;;edst%“;:g, holnr. friend who have just preceded

me in conceding certain facry which T myself was placing before the House.
The hon. mover of this cyt motion has bewailed that on account of the
action of the_ Governmen¢ litigation has come down—in other words, accor-
ding to him it isa di

I'€ consequence of the enhancemen: that litigation has

plea of financial difficulty, but when it comes to the creation of
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come down. I am surprised that so astute a gentleman as my hon. f'n-?:;l
could advance such an argument. On the other hand I find his SUP?O}[’N‘C{
the hon. Srijut Krishna Nath Sarma, urging that litigation has ‘Iu:;idn-
hundreds of families-—in other words, he welcomes a_reduction in litiga L
(Hear!  hear!) 1 thercfore do not find any justification from -1thc-c?.rersc
quarters urging onc thing through one member and urging the!
through ancther member. . {5,
Another statement of fact which has been given to me by mY‘ o
friend the mover is that Government cannot blink their eyes to the Lcomic
mic condition of the people. It is this aspect of the case, i.e., the t:colnor LT
condition of the people of Assam that led me to choose the affording "
the greatest benefit to the greatest number of people rather than g've ;
smaller benefit to a smaller number of people. In other words whcn]; I
was faced with the selection of relief to the people,—there were two -re lri
sought—granting land revenue remission and remit the outstanding ag :
cultu al loans of the agriculturists or reduce the rate of court-fees and stamp
which affected only about two per cent. of the people, I had 1o hcsxtaulon
in chosing the former that is granting land revenue remission and a 320
remission of agricultural loans. This motion to criticise Government co&nbs
very ill from the party opposite  For, unless there 'bc some secret uIn :;‘;
standing as regards the Congress policy i1 one province and another, g
no reason why we should be censured or even C}'it1c1scd for a measure whi ;
the Premiers in the Congress administered provinces are enco}uragfng B?lilar
adopting. It may be news to hon. members in  this :_Iou§ﬁ btu}t H:'oning
where the Congress Government function, and I hope 1t WP11 % ]unf’t‘ o n(;
court-fees were enhanced only a few weeks ago. T have tf ?[:VI dlcllt 101‘1w‘)im aaid
less a person than the great Premier, Congress Prcfﬁli:lr o n a rgfrl S
the other day that litigation is a luxury and he wil AVE Othc I Y
whatever to see it decreases if neccssarz c;z:n b)y mcreasmg the  cou
a prohibitive level  (He- 7! hear! a d avplouse. .
K El'ajir, in the policy which I had to adopt, I have only ro}légwﬁ:lonth?'ricrsg
sonings which were advanced by these gh, P So[pa?\%{:ion’s yPat'acl-ise LOSE
who, it appears is well acquainted with the hero Icl) M1 et e i
(laughter), has quoted his conversation with his fo OWffSl o o s
of the House. And he also gave me certain facts which on 31/ s b4 Rl
own arguments. According to him and from the figures SUP}TI) ‘g tV Rodk
the net gain to the province by these Acts which remain 1n t eb tatute _too_s
is only half a lakh which he thinks is an over-estimate. If that e so, 1t 1
clear that this Bill, if at all, is not acting harshly on any one, it is act:rig
upon a very ;ninute fraction of the total po_pu!atlon.f Then why try to ]?c chl
litigation or introduce the well-known prmc1plc of supply and deman
in litigation and ask the House to drop the Acts and censure the Govern-
ment for not bringing in a Bill to remove them from the Statute Book ?
I mentioned, Sir, last year on the same occasion that th'e Bills were
assed for a limited period, that its opcrati(?n started for a period . of th-rec
years from the Ist April 1937. One year is past, the second year is coming
and at the end_ OF_thc third year it will vam_sh. I can assure this House
that if the provincial finances improve, and if we find thar these Acts are
pot bringing in results which they were anticipated to, I 'w11! not come
forward with a Bill to continue it. Therefore, at this time when the bud-
et is in a deficit, when the economic condition of our poor agriculturists
aires that they should be helped by way of remission, I would request
1eq hon. members of this House to reason well within themselves and think
éth and see whether the attitude which the Government has taken in
e : )

C |
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order to minimise the deficit is not a proper one.

members to sece that these Acts which are not for the benefit of the rural
agriculturists and which, according to the arguments advanced by the hon.
member who moved it are tending to reduce litigation, are a necessary mea-
sure for which the_Government should not be centured.

Then the motion of Babu Rabindra Nath Aditya that the provision of
R3.260 under grant No.3

3 » Major head—9.—Stamps, Minor head—C.—Supe-
rintendence, Sub-head—-l.——pay of establishment (total), at page 44 of the
Budget, be reduced by Rs.100, i.e, the amount of the whole grant of
Rs.19,200 do stand reduced by Rs.100 was put and lost. :

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The next motion* will not be moved

By _Sr1j1.1t Kameswar Das.  Is the hon. member moving his next moti n
which is No. 3 ?

,S?ijut KAMESWAR DAS: | beg to move, Sir, that the total
provision of Rs.19,200 under grant No.3, Major head—9.—Stamps, at page
43 of the Budget, be reduced kby Rs.2.

In moving this motion I wish to urge upon Government for appointing
stamp vendors at reasonable distances in the mufassil areas and for issuing
Stamps on credit system. At present, Sir, vendors in the mufassil area are
only available at long distances. As such, the public have got to go long
distances to make their purchase of stamps and stamp requirements. I
suggest that the vendors should be appointed at reasonable small areas and
I make a definite suggestion that there should be one vendor for each area
with no more than 3 to 4 miles radius to cover. This will give facilities
to make purchases with the least of inconvenience and minimum of expen-
diture. I submit, Sir, that this will not cost Government any extra
amount, because at present Government pay vendors only commission. By

n}c]rleasing the number of vendors Government will suffer in no way finan-
cially,

»51

I again beseech the hon.

As to the second point, Sir, if my first suggestion is accepted, that will
necessarily decrease the amount of profit that is likely to accrue to each
individual vendor. In that case, Sir, it will fail to attract the big people,
so that the poor people will have to ’work as vendors. There are reliable
and honest people among the poor also, and it will not be difficult for
Government to select poor vendors. In that case one difficulty would be
that these Poor vendors may not be able to pay the Government any
advance price for the stamps as at present. I, therefore, suggest that the
practice of issuing stamps on the credit system should be accepted. ]

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The motion before the House is—
That the total provision of Rs.19,200 under Grant No.3, Major head—9.—
tSI:amli’lsblat page 43 of the Budget, be reduced by RIi.zé i.e., the amount of

¢ whole grant of Rs.19,200 do stand reduced by Rs.2.
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
fri;;lcsip caker, Sir, the suggestions that have been thrown out by my h‘(_m.
his ﬁrstl\/lr._ Kameswar Das require consideration. But 1 can assure him that
stamp vfx?g;i I can accept without any hesitation. I will ‘]30”51(}1161" whethf:;
is as regardy Shican be provided in rural areas. The difficulty td at cqmest }11 !
mofussil shoulq Skl suggestion iz., that these stamp vendors in

¢ allowed stamps on the credit system. It is difficult to

~#That the to —

43 ;rfk:ifc tnﬁé‘;ﬁii Mo mon of Rs.19,200 under Grant No.3, Major head—9.—Stamps, at page
» be reduced by Rs.92. ; ¥ of the whole grant of Rs.19,200

do stand reduced by Rg.g. 8.2, f.e.,, the amount

L
(To urge upon Government o reduce stamp duties.)
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say off hand that I agree with him. It may be that sonr;zlgtzrrrl.l:‘lrzn:z;:tyagg
evolved which will satisfy both the security of Gover‘r"lencIors VenuEs A
which will also act leniently on prospective stamp .

: . i . friend will see
promised to consider both these suggestions, I think my hon. frien
his way to withdraw his motion.

Srijut KAMESWAR DAS: On the assurance of the Hon’ble Minis-
ter, Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion.

The motion was, with the leave of the House, withdrawn.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I now put the orxglpal monlc;néOOTlljz
question before the House is ‘“that a sum not exceeding Rs.f ,a g
granted to defray the charges which will come 1n the course of pay >
during the year ending on the 31st March 1939, for the administration o
the head “9.—Stamps.”

The motion was agreed to,

GRANT No.8

(18B.—NAVIGATION, etc.)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
On the recommendation of His Ex cellency the Governor of Assam, I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.47,500 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of payment during the year ending
on the 31st March 1939, for the administration of the head ‘‘18B.—Navi-
gation, Embankments and Drainage Works.”
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The motion moved is that a sum not
exceeding Rs.47,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come in
the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1939, for
the _ administration of the head ¢“18B.—Navigation, Embankments and
Drainage Works.”
¢ g Srijut MAHADEV SARMA :
o

I beg to move, Sir, that the provision
$.5,800 under Grant No.8, Major head—18B.—Navigation, Embank-

Lr}er;ﬁs agxd Drainage Works, Minor head—4.—Grants-in-aid, at page 58
ante fu%l{get, be reduced by Rs.5,000, z.e., the amount of the whole
gr _0 s. 47,5:00 do stand reduced by Rs.5,000.
. ﬂ\fTﬁf% SR, AZ aF oigiaq WAl ¢ ecey BF Wty I3
Rl [0 9% ¢ 00 sy, grant-in-aid 9% River Steam Navigation
Company = sz

B Al &t fazg 1+ Memorandum on Budget Esti-
matesd | (73 HAoIg

fatice @3 ¥ 714 7 @3 Bw1: Improvement of Navigable channelss
G n - = i

RLEF=ENE o ew 32 R st 3@ CA13MM Finane
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Thirty to 50 miles below Dibru, there are shallow portions in the river
and the Steamer Company have to land those every yearso asto geta
channel deep enough to get their Steamers up. They also have to do that
in certain other rivers and the company spsnd about Rs. 3,500 a year them-

selves. We used to give Rs. 10,000. They also do snag-clearing operations
in minor rivers.
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The Hon’ble the §

P : e motion moved is that the -
sion of Rs.5,800 underE Agg_l:t NT(:I 8, Major hC-ld—-lBB._.NavggL%v;
Embankment and Drainage works. Minor head——ni.——*GrantS-‘in-aid, at P*g;:
55 of the Budget, be reduced b;} Rs: 5,000, i.e., the amount of the whole
grant of Rs.47,500 do stand reduced by Rs.5,000.



554 DEMANDS FOR GRANTS [26Ta Fes:
Mr. W. R. FAULL: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I don’t pretend to have und_e.r-_
stood more than half of what the hon. member said (laughter), but in asking
the hon. mover to consider the advisability of pressing this motion, I beg
leave to remind the House of a few facts and to give some information
The Steamer Companies, as common carriers, serve all sections of th.c
Rublic, and their prosperity or otherwise, reflects, and is reflected in condi-
tions generally in the public. !
Although their chief competitors are often State subsided or assisted the
Steamer Companies have always set and maintained the lower level in
freight charges, and this been, to a degree, only possible because of the help
afforded by smalj grants such as the one in question. As an instance it might
be noted that last year as much as Rs.1,29.000 was paid by Assam towarc!s
the Wworking of the langla-Rangapara Railway Short Extension, while this
Year no less a figure than Rs.77,000 has been carmarked for this purposc.
sy ‘1:: %r:abnt of Rs.5,000 which used to h_:’: c01'1§idcra])ly_ larger, is but a
% g ntribution toxyards the total (:N[Jcnglittlre involved in the cndcayour
amtain good navigable channels, {ree from snags and other obstructions,

Eot only fovr the Steamer Companies’ use but for use by all craft on the
Ver, and in public interests as a whole.

hon I‘n the very near future it is hoped to h
ns of Mmaintaining good channels and th

on. members, particularly thosc from the areas served by the rivers,
28rce with me when I say—*“the better the channels, the _better the
il thf;: tbc better the sc_rv_i(_;c, ths_ greater the transport facilitics offered,
ey, gx_eater_the posmblh_ty of offering these facilities, the more ’fhc
ﬁy for {reights to remain at a low level to the general public good.
Mr. Sp :akH?mble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA d
that he ha:I’ Sir, the learned mover of this motion has very rightly sai
he histop tall)_led-his motion more for want of information than for censure.
Century 1, Y of this grant to the Steamer Companies dates not only to _thls
Y but to the century before. I find that as early as 1890, the river

Brahm h
fioge W?S)uha'near about Dibrugarh was dcvcloping shoals and the whole
vernment was compelled to come to

the ajd ~o0 g unnavigable, and Go

e agI?HOf the b|tea1ncr Companies and make them a suitable grant for
to be spil?tp?ratlo_n. I find that from 1902 to 1906 2 sum of 1{5-11,_000 US?d
the Gover for this purpose, of which a sum of Rs.3,000 was contributed by
1911 the Bment or very ncarly one-fourth. I find since then till the year
later ¢ itCOthbution continued at the rate of Rs.3,000 per year. Then
R3.10,000 ;Vas reduced to Rs.1,500 but finally increased in 1928-29 to

is bEiI{l,ig grante?f:ain it has been reduced and at present a suin of Rs.5,000

Y. ho :
b_eneﬁt the r; friend perhaps knows what is ba
tons, 1, gCnera] tax-payers of the provine

: a o .
Tiver navigy bfile-‘tslgﬁilo the bandelling operatig

ave much improved mechanical
is at considerable cost.

ndelling operation and what
¢ are getting from these opera-
n is a means of keeping the
ughout the year. That hbenefits the tax-payers in
Channeli W‘ ! ?ll [hOSﬁ pCOPlC who use thei]_‘ COU.IltrY Cra.ft-——they get a
Sehtative ofthlc . t0 ply their boats. Therefppe as Mr. Faull, the repre-
ad"’antage O_e Steamer Companies has Just now told us, peoplc get the
way-horpe traﬁ‘-‘ivater-}?ornc traflic which is always cheaper than the rail-
" 5 e C. \f\hen the Governmeni ipn order to providc facrl!nes for
Sl € to give guarantee to the RailWaYS——I can cite One instance
Tangla-Belgjy; - ember himself knows, that for the extension of the
Railway demary Rangapara line as i: is called, the Eastern-Bengal State:

Manded an annual  guarantee (o the extent of Rs.1,75,000 in
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order to extend railway transport in that undeveloped arca. Government

gave that guarantee although on account of recoupment by the Railway

from the traffic, the guarantec has come down. Even then we are, as
noted in the budget, to pay this Eastern-Bengal State Railway a sum of
Rs.77,000 for the next year. The average for the past few years has been
a contribution of very nearly 1 lakh per year. Similarly when the
Chaparmukh-Silghat Railway was being opened, Government had to give
a guarantee for a limited period of, if I remember a right, 3} per cent.
Interest on the capital outlay. In this way Government have, for the
benefit of the general tax-payers, for previding facilities to the passengers
as well as good traffic and for affording the cultivators an outlet for their
agricultural produce to go outside the country, have to contribute to
the carrying companies a certain amount. When with the vote of this
House, we have been paying a much bigger sum to the railway administra-
tion, why should we cavil at this small amount of Rs.5,000 ?

The next point is why bandelling operations are undertaken ? When-
ever there is an obstruction in the river—if the snags or trees that come
from the up stream get stuck in the river bed, shoals are formed, the result
is that the bed of the river becomes higher and the country becomes more
favourable for flooding in the year. Bandelling operations remove the
apprehension of floods to a certain extent. This is a great benefit to the
tax-payers. Although it may not be so very appropriate in case of big
rivers like the Brahmaputra, small rivers like the Kalang and Dikhu, as we
are aware, remained blocked with snags and become 111111335?-’1‘13'Ie .f'or
country rafts and country boats even. I remember that thest.: tributaries,
Dikhu and Kalang used to be cleared by the Steamer Companies and the
same is done in the rivers in the Surma Valley.

Srijut PURNA CHANDRA SARMA: Is the mouth of Kalang
cleared when it is closed by snags ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi %aiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADU_LLA:
Yes, when necessary. In this connection I may point out that according to
the reports which the Steamer Companies send to the Government they
spend on average a sum of Rs.39,000 annually for this purpose. In
1935-36 they spent Rs.39,407 and in 1936-37 Rs.§9,676. In othey words
we now contribute about one-eight whereas earlier, the proportion used
to be one-fourth. \ .

In view of the explanation I have given, I hope my hon. friend w_*lll see
the necessity of this contribution of Rs.5,000 to the Steamer Compame_s for
keeping our great rivers and tributaries free and provide a navigable
channel throughout the year.

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA: In view of what I have heard frqm the
Hon’ble Chief Minister, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I hope, the hon. member has got leave
of the House to withdraw the motion. ]

The motion was, with the leave of the House, withdrawn. 5

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: I beg, Sir, to move that the

- Provision of Rs.6,000 under Grant No. 8, Major head—18B.—Navigation
Embankments ang Drainage Works, Minor head-—2—Extensions and
lmprovements, at page 55 ng the Bud’gct be reduced by Rs.100, i.e., the
amount of the whole grant of Rs.47,500 do stand reduced by Rs.100.

Sir, the object of my motion is to criticise the Government for not

t?.king action fOI' drainage’ ctc., and for not acting upon the rccorn_mendau

O e oS e Committee of 1929. -
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Sir, I am almost tired of repeating the arguments about the urgency of

the problem but we find that the caravan passes on merrily and we on the
wayside raise our voice of protest for nothing. The Flood Enquiry Commit-
tee have recommended the formation of waterways division and the appoint-
ment of experienced Irrigation Enginecer. The Committee were also of opini-
on that our embankments do agravate the effects of floods and obstruct the
water passage so that this problem ought to have been carefi ully investigated
by Government by establishing a separate Department for that. No Irriga-
tion Officer has been appointed up till now and the whole question has been
deferred: for want of funds._ They recommended additional opening in
public roads Railways I think none of these recommendations have been
given effect to by Government and the report of the Flood Enquiry Com-
mittqe has bccn_ shelved in thig way. The question of Flood and Irriga-
tion is the most vital problem concernine us and it is most dis 1 5
: : g 13 graceful that
Government has put off this Project. Several provincial Governments con-
tracted loan to meet the expenditure on irrigation schemes. Our Ghief
Minister is aware of Sukkur Barrage Scheme in Sindh. He knows that the
Central Government have spent huge sums of money on Tericabing siibots
there because they are productive expenditure. ' He also knoys Iihalt in
Benggl z}lso thcir ilhavc aéready formed their Irrigation schemes o
» . ;
. Scstﬁ)}ilp ij:}ilt th;\;ernmgnt would take urgent measure to deal with
e thg House, words I commend my motion to the acceptance
: e : . ;
: TI}B Hog ble the SPEAKER . The motion moved is that the provi-
sion of Rs. 0,000 under Gpapt No. 8 = C I
: 2t WNo. 8, Major head—18B.—Naqvivation
Embankments  and Drainage Wor ks, Minor head—2—Extensior 7 d
improvements, at page 55 of the Byq . g e e
h udget, be reduced by Rs, 109 i.c., the
amount of the whole grant of Ry 475 P
o + 47,500 do stand reduced by R 10
Srijut MAHI CHANDRA BORA: Sir, I wany F R 100
motion. Almost an identica] motion st d el want o speak on this
sble ands in my name,
The Hon the SPEAKER . e hbibhs ]
reference to the Flood Enquiry GOmmi.ttec = 1;99 1o T[mOVCd h?S particular
tee generally dealt with the quegioy, of fabd Talait 151 E11ql{ll‘y Commit-
Very well the hon. member may spealk ood relating to Particular areas.
Srijut MAHI CHANDR A BOR. S
h the flood h; RA: Sir, it has pained .
that though the flood has hecome almost -dme to observe
the province, no systematic attempts bty ?} E}{lnual cvent in some parts of
ment to solve this perenpja] problem. w’e leve, been made by Govern-
horrors people in agony cry for hel '1 d e HUC_)d_
P and some rchn;f COmmittees by the

ic are formed to re 5
pUth Move their 4; g
emergency Government also come £, distress and miseries and ip cases of

relief in a limited measype and :
ards with all the vep grant agricultural ~loap eal:
aftary s of humani geance, With the subsid 5D be mapscd
able masse Wy are lof ¢, siience of flood the, miser-
roblem for ever. But the econ
improved unless men and thej, cattle »

in this respect I should request thea Gre brotected from TeCurring floods and.

t some of the recomm i Overnment that ¢
3:,§c:§tail a heavy cxpendinf?f 2:11038 of their experts intgcgci}iloor? - thqnsla_tﬁ:
Maulavi AS Overnment, . his wi

: D,
Sir, I have nf;tligfélm:mh faith fy, it CIHAr UDHURY Mz, Speaker,
scheme .that-l Y to cost Government ~ITigation Department or the
fe stablished, hmay happmprlate the entR:“ 2'lakhs. Such big department
i &> . I have little to sa . Ire amount only t i 1
institution: b % ¥ .on this by 1 LY 10 run their own
I st be brought and should like 't i .
jasm 11 u Stimulug Must be infused eto gui‘a%;éllr:;"g?g ?nud
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indifferent people. That can be done if our public officers are inspired with
a spirit of service to humanity. Without going into the embankment and
drainage schemes of the province as a whole I wish only to confine myself to
selected drainages that are now scattered all over the district of Sylhet. Not
long ago I think the Government wanted to convince us of their experience
in Nowgong. I am not going to be convinced by the result of such experi-
ment.  The situation in Nowgong is not the same as that in Sylhet. I shall
only draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister that so far as the situation
of Brahamanbaria is concerned the Irrigation scheme came to the benefit of
the people. The first and foremost concern of Government is to protect
the lives of the cultivators in proper time. It is no good to be charitable
after floods have overtaken them and then Government should spend large
sums of money in the way of gratuitous relief and agricultural loans only to
be realised with all the rigour by the officers of Government later on. [ wish
only to say that if our popular officers liberally take up the service in a spirit
of sacrifice then I think much can be done. I am sure, so far as the district
of Sylhet is concerned, Government need not spend lakhs and lakhs. T hope
Government will take up little drainage works scattered all over the district
and I think, we cannot censure Government. We for ourselves have been
to some extent responsible in this matter. Our people, I should say, are
also a bit indifferent to their condition. This is due probably to illiteracy and
they themselves are not very much conscious of their own difficulties and
differences and these problems should be taken up in right earnest.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The hon. member has exceeded his
1im;:. There are only five minutes and the Hon’ble Chief Minister has to
reply.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : Can I get one minute, Sir ?
¢ Thfi Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No ; because the Hon’ble Chief Minister
18 to reply.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: I will only take 60 seconds, Sir, and
not more. (Laughter.)

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The hon. member has already taken
10 seconds.  (Laughter.)

The Hom’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA .
MI‘..Spcaker, Sir, T have got the greatest regard for the hon. mover of this
motion and I want to profit by his acute knowledge of industry and finance,
but th_ls particular cut motion has made me rather dubious whether I should
not withdraw my admiration, The report of the Flood Enquiry Committee
of 1929 was published in 1930 and since then the previous Government had
been doing whatever possible to carry out its recommendation into action,
We have come only the other day. We have not yet completed one fy]]
year. So I do not see any reason why the hon. members should criticise
and censure us fqr the lapses if any of the last seven years. This motion s
?OOt.hfn?'% but. flogging a dead horse. 1. hope my hon. friends will see the
hegf;zlﬁd My argument in this matter. I would be really at one with him if
able to b;ggmit out that by having an Irrigation Department, we wc!u-l'd be
néitiary a.':i.: dnt;flvater where necessary and drainitaway where it is not
province and theerfqebi,. I_WE would be able to increase the revenue of the
loan and stari g, ;ri.-l ty of the soil. In that case we would g0 up for a
which he has quoted ;sgatxon Branch but the cxgmple c_>f Sukkur Barr.age
His keen observatiop i I::gt g€rmane to the sL_lecct which we are dealing.
two days ago in the Papers aoét probably lost sight qf what appeared only
they spent twelve crores ofe out-the Punjab Irrigation Department where

P€es in one project and have irrigated twe
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lacs of acres in an area, which has produced crop valued at six crores.
If we had a problem like that I would be the first person to agree with my
hon. friend and start an Irrigation Branch and take up the irrigation work.
But our problem is not like that. My hon. friend perhaps knows about the
topographical situation of the district of Sylhet. In the previous Council I
have many times said that the contour of the district of Sylhet is just like
a cup—hollow in the centre and high walls on all sides. I should only
mention that the North Cachar Hills is on one side and the Tippera
hills on the other not to speak of the famous Khasi and Jaintia Hills which
have got the highest rainfall in the world. Therefore, there is no
wonder that Sylhet suffers from floods very often. After the last big flood
of 1929, a Committee of Inquiry was instituted and their recommendation
barring the main one of starting an Irrigation Department has been carried
out. It isnot accurate for my hon. friend to say that the complaints about
the bridges and water-ways on the railways have not been remedied.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: All have not yet been done.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
I find, Sir, that in the Surma Valley as many as eight bridges and openings
were widened and water logging in the neighbourhood has been removed.
These are, Sir, the recommendations of the Inquiry Committee consisting of
experts.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: Allof them have not been
widened.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
We had a scheme showing that if we can get two lakhs of rupees we can start
an Irrigation Department. Since then our Chief Engineer has further gone
into the matter and has advised that a small beginning in the
direction can be made if we can get half a lakh of rupeesfor
non-recurring and about Rs. 70,000 for recurring but this staff
will not be able to carry out any project of a big nature and what is more,
an expert shall have to be called or appointed who will swallow up much of
the amount. In that case 1 suppose my hon. friend will say that whatever
money has been budgeted is going to be spent after the officer. With these
words, I request my hon. friend to withdraw this censure motion because it
1s an action of the past eight years over which we had no control.

Babu RABINDRA NATH ADITYA: The Hon’ble Chief Minister
was also in the Cabinet at that time. Are we to understand that we are
left to our fate ?

Maulavi ASHRAFUDDIN MD. CHAUDHURY: Does the motion
relate only to past Flood Enquiry Committee ?

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : No That point has also been answer-
ed. What does the hon. mover want to do about his motion ?

(There was no reply.)

. The question is that the provision of Rs. 6,000 under grant No, 8,
Major head—18B.—Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works, Minor
head—2.—Extensions and improvements at page 55 of the budget be reduyc-

ed by Rs. 100, {.e., the amount of the whol . 47,500 d
reduced by Ry, £t e grant of Rs. 47, o stand

The motion was lost.

The question is that a sum not exceeding Rs, 47,500 be granted to
defray the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
cnd:pg qn the 31st March, 1939 for the administration of the Head 18B,—-
Navigation, Embankments and Drainage Works, b = el

The motjon was agreed to. '

1398.] DEMAND FOR GRANT 559

Nine grants are to be dealt with in half an hour’s time. There are no
cut motions to two of the grants. So foc the remaining seven grants I shall
allot four minutes to each grant. (Laughter.)

GRANT NO. 6

(12—CHARGES ON ACCOUNT OF MOTOR VEHICLES TAXATION
ACT.)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
On the recommendation of His Excelieacy the Governor of Assam,.I beg,
Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs. 2,32 500 be granted to defray the
charges which will come in the course of paymant during the year ending on
the 31st March, 1939 for the administration of the head * charges on account
of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act.’

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The motion moved is thata sum ;not
exceeding Rs. 2,32,300 be granted to dzfray the chacges which will come.in
the course of payment during the year ending.on the 31st March, 1939 for
the administration ol the head ¢ charges on account of Motor Vehicles Taxa-
tion Act.’

There is a motion standing in the name of Srijut Lakshesvar Borooah.
Is he going to move it ?

Sr'jut LAKSHESVAR BOROOAH: I beg, Sir, to move that the
provision of Rs. 6,171 under Grant No. 6, Major head—12.—Charges on
account of Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, Minor head—B.—Inspection of
Motor Vchicles (total), at page 52 of the Budget, be reduced by Rs. 51, i.e.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 2,32,500 do stand reduced by Rs. 51.

Sir, the Assam Motor Vehicles Taxation Act and the rules made there-
under are of recent introduction in the province. Since these rules came
into force we have been hearing complaints from the drivers ._a.nc_l owners of
motor vehicles that they are very stringent and the strict operation of these
rules hampers the carrying on of their business. Sir, when the harassment
brought upon tte taxi owners and bus owners by the operation of l_:he
rules on drivers at Dibrugarh became unbearable they went on a 3“-"!‘,.‘3
recently in December last and I had the opportunity of enquiring into their
grievances. Their main grievance js that drivers are prosecuted for _over-
loading cases whereas the owners who are interested in o_vc.r-loadm_g should
be held responsible for it. Their secord grievance is the pitch enhancement
of the rate of taxation. From buses allowed to carry 20 passengers to buscs
allowed to 25 is abnormally high. The tax of the former is Rs. 715 apd the
latter Rs 150. Their third grievance is that police who are entrusted with the
control of business over do their part. These stringent rules and the strict.and
random application of them have made the business of the taxi .owners and
bus drivers a losing concern. Therefore, I appeal to !:hC_-HDII ble Premier to
see that these grievances of the bus owners and taxi drivers are removed
by modifying the rules. e

- F. W. HOCKENHULL: ~We also like the rcvision of these rules.

. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The motion moved is that the provi-
sion of Rs. 6,171 under Grant No 6 Maijor }iegd.“_'lz.——Chargcs on account
of M?t?r Vehicles Taxation Ac(:. ’M'tn%)r head—B.—Inspection-of -Motor
Vehicles (;Oilal), at page 52 of t’he Budgct,“bc reduced by Rs.51, ie., the
amm}r“i: 9 Iti ¢ whole grant of Rs. 2,32 500 dostand reduced by Rs. 51,

© qomble Maulavi Sajyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:

Sir, under section 11 of the Motor Vehicles Act the rules were preliminarily
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.Published in the Gazette before they were finally adopted.
Cisms had come at that time, they would have been considered.
(A4 Voice—There is yet time.)
“Ven n > b
mover and also any other points to be raised by other members.
Maulavi ABDUR RAHMAN : If there is any violation of the
10t only the driver is fined but also the owner is very heavily fined.

rules,
Was a case where the driver

There

was fined Rs.10 whereas the owner was fined
$-100.  (Laughter.) 3ois g SAAD
The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD FOULEA R
have no¢ tions.
| sﬁjﬁf fgﬁjsfxs-frzsgwg»rgﬁz’ononooAH: In view of the statement made
by the Hon’ble the Premier I beg leave of the House
motion,

to withdraw my

The motion was, with the leave of the Hou§c, withdrawn.
e Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question before the
S rges which will

ot exceeding Rs.2,32,500 be granted to defray the cha
come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March
1939:‘ or the administration of the head “Charges on account of Motor
chicles Taxation Act,”

€ motion was agreed to.

GRANT No. 7.
(RAILWAYS)

House is that

The Hon’ble
the recommendat

Maaulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ; On
t0 move that a su

i is Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir,
: i—gnn(c); I;:chc::ling Rs.25 be granted to defray the charges
Which wi come in the course of payment during the year cn,c’img on the
31st March 1939, for the administration of the head “Railways.
. The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The motion before the H
Sum not exceeding Rs. 25 be granted to defray the charges whi
In the coypge of payment during the year ending on the 31st
o the adminisiration of the head “Railways”.
. Srijue SARVESWAR BARUA: Ido notlike to move the
“a"‘ding in my name. Sir May I be permitted to speak on the nex
Which is m fris 3 L] - p

ouse is that 5
Ch Wl“ COome
March 1939,

motion*

t motion
ore 1? ;
“The Honglg?:ra;;h e SPEAKER: The hon. member does not Jike to
Move, ,Srijut Debes._war Sarmah may move his motiun.

I beg, Sir, to move that th
d 15 °fR8.25 under Grant No. 7, Major head—15A.—State R
apd 151 -~=Miscellaneous Railway Expenditure, at page 53 of the
be_redg(:ed by *R% P07 i ira: : ; . '
- Want “t§ Cdriticise ‘Railway "Administration for not taking in local
People into service, for withdrawing “Second Class accommodation for 3

S$am-Bengy] Railway, for not improving the Inter and Third Class accop,.
modat:on, for nat . fIELO T L

T not adequately opening level crossings and for giving mop,,.

ailoThat the total ision Rs.25 under Grant No, 7 Major head—154,
Railways anqg ISD.—-!-)ﬁi‘:;sé]ol:ﬁ:gm Railway Expenditure, at page 53 of the Budget, pe
reduced by Ry, 3. : ;

. O criticise the defective timing of the Jorhat Provincial Railway for passengers
Ferry Steamer.)

e'l total
at Wayg
Budg_ct 4

—tate

of the

[26TH Fes.

If all these criti-

ow I am prepared to reconsider the points raised by the hon,
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to particular bus owner at Moriani Station, ctc. I hope and trust
{)}?zll)t, t}?epdeft'::?:tivc timing of the Jorhat Provincial Railway éo:'i passengers of
the Ferry Steamer to North Lakhimpur shou}d also be rectified. BB
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: I wish to point out toH > gl d
member that Railway Administration is a Central subject. e shoul
ith other aspects of the question. . - :
= gvriju(t) DEBE]:S)WAR SAR%’IAH: I will deal w1t_h othcr_ aspects Qrf :ﬁz
question, Sir, namely, criticise the Government for trying to I'Imp}f:frseoraiscd'
Railway administration about the importance u_f the rn-xttcrsl A
and the public opinion on it. At Moriani station a large p Ott r?x'e’nt S
been given to the Railway by the Land and Revenue Depar s Ao,
Assam-Bengal Railway having taken advantage of the big cnlc AiSnd
the Moriani station yard have given monopoly to one paruc\c; ar e CUREL
in exclusion of the others, thereby causing great trouble anh nlllailwa e
to the people. The Land Revenue staff ought to see that t el, 2 ong’ 5y
not take an indue advantage over the land by giving monopo Y] ) accgr Y
ticular bus owner. The bus owner also does not run the bus regu 3:s§rted i3
ing to the scheduled timings and sometimes the passengcrsdarc Saamsgon
the way for want of petrol.  (Laughter.) I myself suffered on e rvitn
in this way. This particular bus owner has a long purse to crina_néag;r: b I;g'u 1%
monopoly and then to evade Jjustice when cases are reporte a.nl a P
Court. Now, I may be permitted to discuss the othe}' aspects also. 4
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Yes, you may discuss level crossing an
ent of Iscal people in railwav service. FHES
cmplgz%lut DEBESV\?AI{) SARMAH? I ask the present (_}nvElrnmc:)t to icc
that in this autonomous province the Railway Adm_lmst_ratlor(x) lc:: nf?-o:nml; 1?22
people from other provinces. We find that they bring 1ln Ple pco Toath
side the province who do not know the language of our oc:::mS ! £ crI; 53 ‘ut n
people do not know Bengali or Hindi and th.e common Iﬁ: 2 egl loycespoften
great incrnveniences and harassment often times, th“esg ak P
treat our villagers rudely and harshly. - !
As regardgs level cro};sing, I may also say that bwll-tgsiuthtzfi‘ilqaurztfg ui"iw:rl' :
crossing, people are put to great risk. If T remem 3 - CE i
somewhere else for want of level crossing there had be

idi it ailway -
serious accidents to motor cars and bullock carts colliding with R b/
Engines.

As the Jorhat Provincial Railway do not run the train to the scheduled

O : : he passengers between

timing of the ferry which plies on the Brahmaputra, the

Jorha% and North Lakhimpur are put to great inconveniences a;lnctl tfcﬁub}:cs;al
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The motion moved5 }: tSEtlate R‘; i \gays

provision of Rs. 25 under grant No. 7, Major head—1 TR il

and 15—D.—Miscellaneous Railway Expenditure at page ]

be reduced by Re. 1. '

v 2ulavi MUHAMMAD AMJAD ALI: Mr. Speaker, Sl Rkare
a local 8rievance, I may mention that the Railways in Asiam he Fitht add
dictionary. Inasinuch a¢ when a member of the fair sex nzmt»::rsht & ltrs sagn
Second Cilasg compa : d as soon as she enter

tm s —an .
Inter class compaﬂrr‘;en f?;se SiI;eals[‘e n?a{:da?;d as soon as _she enters a .Thu'd
class compariment she is woman. (Laughter.) This d:sparlty‘, Sir, in the 7
interest of decency, has g0t to be removed. Another fact which T want to
mention is about the dicorderly anq indecent condition of the waiting rooms
and resting places of the Railways in Assam where no decent human being
can very well resort to,

That is another point which I want to ?nculcatc 8
upon the Government to look into. .
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.. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
Sir, his isa very comprchensive motion. Itis an omnibus cut of five
differént grievances lumped together. As to the first grievance, i. e.,
employment of local people in the railway service, I may inform the hon.
member that the Assam-Bengal Railway }:xavc now cmpioycd —3,2-12
ind’genous people, the Eastern-Bengal Railway—491, the leru‘S‘adl_ya
Bai]way-—822, the Tezpur-Balipara Rallw?y-—-98 a'nd the Jorhat Pr:ovznmal
Railway—-zl'?. When this matter was discussed in the last session, we
said that' we would address the different Railway Agents so that the claims
of the local people are considered. We have since done it.
The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: Has the hon. mover got to say

anything now ? )

é s}i%ut' DEBESWAR SARMAH: Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Minister
has not replied’ about level crossing.

. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
As regards the level crossing if the hon. member gives me an indication
of the place where he wants it, I will write to the Agent of the Rai]way,
. As regards monopoly in Moriani station yard it has been reported to
~us that the bus owners in order to get a fair used to quarrel amongst
themselves and instcad of affording comfort to the passengers put them to
great discomfort. Itis for that recason that the Railway has restricted
the number of buses entering the lt;ornpf-tmd- 4. 5iei)
A Voice: There is only onc bus concerned, Sir.
: '(rhe Hon’ble l'\/‘[aulaviy Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Our information is that there are a number of buses.
(4 Voice: Monopoly has been given to one man.)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
However, I will place the discussion on this matter before the Agent of the
Railway, and we will also request him that no monopoly should be given,

As'regards the ferry, 1 find from the t}mc-tal?lc that the ferry runs
only onc€ a day in each direction. There is no difficulty as regards the
crossing’from Jorhat to North Lakhimpur, but the difficulty comes in when
the ferry returns to Kokilamukh. The train starts from Kokilamukh. a¢
13°20 but the ferry arrives at 14-30. But on the road between Kokilamukh
and Jorhat there are many buses plying and therefore the people do net
ind ‘any difficulty. This timing is neccssary so as to catch the Up Mai)
train for Tinsukia at Moriani...-.....

o Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: 1 may inform the Hon’ble Chjef
nister that there is only a difference of 5 minutes in the time of he
departure of the train and the arrival of the ferry.

[ The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA ,
fthe difference is only 5 minutes, I shall sec what can be done. ] waq
quoting from the Railway time-table.

; ,$" fjut DEBESWAR SARMAH: On the assurance given by  the
Hon’bl Chiet Minister I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion,
Xhe motion was, with the lcave of the House, withdrawn.

. The original motion that a sum not exceeding Rs. 25 be granted to
dcﬁ_’ay the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year
ending on the 3lst March 1939, for the administration ol the head—

“Railways” was then put and agreed to.

-
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GRANT No. 13

(30.—PORTS AND PILOTAGE)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor
of Assam, I beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,500 be
granted to defray the charges which will come in the course of payment
during the year ending on the 31st March 1939, for the administration
of the head—*‘30.—Ports and Pilotage.”

The !-Ion’ble the SPEAKER: The motion moved isthat a sum
not exceeding Rs. 6,500 be granted to defray the charges which will come
in the course of bayment during the year ending on the 31st March 1939
for the Edmln}stratmn of the head “30.—Ports and Pilotage.

Srijut MAHADEV SARMA ; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that
the provision of RS. 2,900 under Grant No. 13, Major head—30.—Ports
and Pilotage, Minor head—QC.—Pilotage and ~ Pilotage Establishments
(total), at page 102 of the Budget be refused, i.., the amount of the whole
grant o.f.Rs. 6,500 do stand reduced by Rs. 2,900.

Srijat MAHADEV SARMA: w5[+fs or2q13, (3 4% 2AB1I7 fyge

memorandum on the Budger Estimates = CRY) T1F Y ATVrAeE 9B Bl
#A19/F 32’3 River Steam Navigation Company® subsidy fz51c7 firgg
a8 fa faare @izie we i3 faars wfpmeca ws subsidy fa11 27 )
fagagd.ad afea1 @333 ffarg usual charge faz8 313 e”f3 {73 @3
subsidy [RI AN(S M3 712 5137 Yfeq (A1 1 HILAE ATs 9000,
33eF MB fafga arz g3 927 as a measure of economy Seey B3
ST 2205 | 47 Y3F3 deo:y GF| ICAY(C5/® measure of economy
QArare WA Atfe sty | iy 59 Aificg siAlgl @Ete Seo\23
BF FRAS (I (w1 fastqrs g 2 feoal  BaIA G Econoiny
R atle ¢ @ads So 3bre 75 wta wefs s@ 1 w50 CHI™1ANE
usual charge for carrying Government Vessels 3% AT AN 4
(S As50A(A (87 Riga) g2 subsidy ? (7% Q3] @F ,p00\ BF  mate]
3] atvga z3 Fies
The How'ble the SPEAKER: The motion moved is that the
provision of Rs. 2,9, under Grant No. 13, Maior head—30.—Ports and

Pilotage, Minor hcad—-C-——Pilotage and Pilotage establishments (total), at

o 1 &)
Eaf%‘sggg(‘) tslt]:ngudget be refused ie., the amount of the whole grant of
Mr. W, rcduced by Rs. 2,900,
cemiarke ] vaa dI:-i rfﬁ]ULL : M, Sp’cakcr, Sir, here I can but reiterate the
€ case of the grant under the hcaiing “Navigation”

and Supplement } % ot 10 .
Pilotage and Pli?fc With a little further information.

; tage estal,]; - intained

ding half a lak slishments are maintained at an annual cost
f;::fca” cgmft mayap}fyofb;ugits- The channels are marked and lighted so
acciue to the Steamer Cﬁm‘pznior night, and here again the benefits that

: . 1es and others are recognizable in efficient
service of comparatively low freights in the public intcrcs%:.
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SA%\.DULLA:
Mr. Speaker, Sir, like the previous cut motion, my hon. friend is short of
information. ~ This subsidy is given to the Steamer Companies by the Gov-
crnment for measuring the depth of the river at diff‘crcnl: places and marking
the navigable channels by suitable signs and the entertainment of a group of
people who go by the name of ““Arkatis’ in the vernacular who are versed in
charting water courses. Hon. members who have travelled by these steamers
must have noticed that wherever there is shallow water the Steamer Com-
pany has put a mark to indicate danger.

Srijut MAHADEYV SARMA : It is for their own interest. But we pay
for charges for piloting vessels.
.. :. The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Yes,
G2 for their own interest, but my hon. friend is mistaken in saying that
?Ovc.rnn}cnt_ pays for piloting vessels. Government have no steamers now
or piloting in the Assam Valley. We have done away with the Brahma-
a:::ildnmmm for_thc Governor and the Kestrel meant for the Commissioner
the 03:1: the:'-c 1s only the launch Sonamukhi which is towed bv steamers of
for maszam'rhand for which we pay a towing charge. This moncy is paid
agrcemc:l?g th.c navigable channels, etc. This payment originated with an
W I8 AW ich the Government had entered into as carly as the year 1919,
in the oth ss\arm Govfrnmcnt had several vessels and also ﬁ_:rrlcs. Even now
the Dcputcrc allcy.’ Government haye got two vessels which are used by
of Sylhet 4 ‘;I‘n‘mlssmﬂcr and the Superintendent of Police of the District
this matrer ¢ vever, I thank the hon. mover of this cut motion for bringing
the Brahmako ocl[lr notice, because now that the Government have not got
ment ferry N::lr]l ?}nd 'ave also dispensed with the Kestrel and thc_ Govern-
Up with the Stc):;rtn er%lf; most_Pmb_ably a case made out to take this matter

chon m» €r Uompanies with the object of reducing the amount.

Rs. 100, byt h?:;l%er Was very sarcastic in his speech for the reduction of
Denga] Ra‘ilw;lY thic ot be so because that Rs. 100 is paid by the Eastern

g bstlt‘y\_fccn Pandy andcr;{gﬁ;g;%r?cncﬁt of the pilots for their steamers ply-
the Ho:ils‘::ttgdﬁltmhd EV SARMA: On the assurance given I beg leave of
Th . H9raw my motjon,
Z?r?tlicr’lnlwas, With the leave of the House, withdrawn.
defray the c}iu-a otion that a sum not exceeding Rs. 6,500 be granted to

nding op the I%gf:tWhiCh il €

orts and Pilotage,,Mamh

ome in the course of payment during the year
1939, for the administration of the head—¢30,—
was then put and agreed to.

GRANT No. 15

(37.——-EDUCATION—EUROPEAN)

o Maulavi MUNAWWARALT:
n the rec .

beg, Sir, to mo‘?;ntrg:ndanon of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I
the charges whie}, wifla Sum not exceeding Rs.78,100 be granted to defray
Ing on the 315t March ¢ome in the course of payment during the year end-
cation (Europcan)_" 939, for the administration of the head—“37,—Edu-

€ motio
" Was put anq agreed to.
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GRANT No. 25

(TOOLS AND PLANT AND ESTABLISHMENT CHARGES OF THE
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT)

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam I
beg, Sir, to move.

That a sum not exeeeding Rs.7,78,000, be granted to defraythe)charges
which will come in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st
March 1939, for the administration of the Public Works Department (Esta-
blishment and Tools and Plant).

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: The motion moved is—That a sum
not exceeding Rs.7,78,000 be granted to defray the charges which will come
in the course of payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1939,

for the administration of the Public Works Department (Establishment and
Tools and Plant).

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: I beg to move:

That the provision of Rs.6,40,358 under Grant No}.325, Gi\}’ﬁuor head—50.
—Civil Works and 81.—Civil Works, Minor headﬂd-—b lRal'ngS on con-
struction (total), at page 179 of the Budget, be reducg o S i
amount of the whole grant of Rs.7,78,000 do stand reduc y Rs.2.

My object is to draw the attention of Govegnr?lﬁgt};gn,tﬁz {ﬁgtcﬁz; 1&3'
spite of repeated assurances given in this House )é 15 These assurances arl-
nister contracts are still being given out to outsl erb- ck to our place :
always readily made in this House but when we go ba t'p AR
find that in violation of all these assurances the ngtraas (1:On e e
given to outsiders and the Punjabies and other outside Pﬁgi’r: ?r‘l:‘kgom%l on
merrily with the big contracts for ever. Even ordxrcliary C?acc Ca:*el € collec-
tion of gravels and spreading of them over the m.a' ;Pr ous gllvcnvtro
Punjabies in preference to Assamese and other in 1g§na aigc%p f ‘t :
have been protesting against such treatment agam’_atLE thc%e wo; 0 no
effect. Therefore, 1 again raise the voice of protest wi Aty

i d is that the provi-
. The Hon’ble th KER: The motion move Jthe p
;132 ;33{ Rs.6,40,3583 Uidsel:Egant No. 25, Major hcig;g%;;iggw%togﬁrﬁ:
- Civil fornee __B.—Charges on
page 179 oé‘ihewBiﬁ{g‘ﬂ‘éth?;lcngédiizg b? .Rs.z,li -E, the amount of the whole

grant OfRs.‘?,’?B,Ooo 6 stand redided by Rs. 2.

Sir, I need only reaq three sentences from the circular which now holds the

1 . Department contracts The
circular was issued in Apn of Public Works b

: ril 1034, 1¢ says It is the definite policy of Gov-
ernment to give every encoyry Assamese and natives of th~ Surma
Valley to taﬁl: UP oOniracs gement to As

work in their respective valleys of origin®.

TR —
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Then it goes to say: “A competitive rate is essential and where these
are tendered by a native of the soil they should be given preference unless
there are good reasons for not doing so. Itisnot sufficient to take up a
negative attitude such as the tenderer is not known or has not had contracts
before, there should be some good and positive reason for not giving a con-
tract to the lowest tenderer if he is a native of the soil, except that obviously
absurd rates must be disregarded’.

Again itsavs: The most difficult cases are when a native of the pro-
vince tenders a little above a foreigner ; in such cases I think the contract
should go to the former if the latter is not an old established and reliable

contractor’’.

This is the policy of Government. My hon. friend meontions that in
some subdivisions ordinary contracts for collecting gravel and spreading
them over the road have been given to non-naives. If he will only give
details I will surely have the matter enquired into. I had similar details
of unskilled contract going to outsiders 1n Golaghat subdivision
and-I have already started an enquiry. I shali do the same as regards
North Lakhimpur if I am supplied with the details.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: What about the Jorhat subdivision,

Sir ?

Srijut PURANDAR SARMA: And Nowgong ?

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA: In many instances contracts are given
to outsiders even on higher rates even though they are non-natives.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
But I have agreed to look into them if I am given specific instances.

Srijut SARVESWAR SARMA : In view of the assurance, we will take
another chance and T beg leave of the House to wuh_draw the motion.

The motion was, with the leave ol the House, withdrawn.

The original motion that a sum not exceeding Rs.7,78,000 be granted to
defray the charges which will come in the course ol payment during the year
he 31st March 1939, for the administration of the Public Waorks

ingon t
glecgzﬁment (Estabiishment and Tool: and Plant) was then put and agreed

to.
GRANT No. 27
(55.—SUPERANNUATION ALLOWANCES AND PENSIONS,
ETC.)
The Hon’ble Maulavi Sajyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA
to move:

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I
bcg, Slr,

yperannuar
falzc of pensions”.

The motion was put and agreed to.

to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.16,62,300 be granted to
Jefeay the chargeswhich will come in the course of payment during the year
ending oD the 31st March 1939, for the administration of the head ¢35 —

uation Allowances and Pensions including payment of commuted

&
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(56.—STATIONERY AND PRINTING)
The Hon’ble Maulavi ABDUL MATIN CHAUDHURI :

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I
beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs.3,14,700 be granted to defray
the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year end-
ing on the 31st March 1939, for the administration of the head 56.—Sta-
tionery and Printing”’.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Is any hon. member moving his cut
motion ? There is no time, I shall put the demand to the House.

The motion was then put and agreed to.

GRANT No. 26

(54A.—FAMINE RELIEF)
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI :

On the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I
beg, Sir, to move that a sum not exceeding Rs. 50,000 be granted to defray
the charges which will come in the course of payment during the year end-
ing on the 31st March 1939, for the administration of the head “54A.—
Famine Relief”.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: Sir, 1 beg to move—

That the provision of Rs.34,000 under Grant No.26, Major head—54A..

~—Famine Relief, Minor head—A.—Famine Relief, Sub-head—(b)—Gratui-
tous Relief—Detailed head—in other ways at pasec 183 of the Budget, be
reduced by Re.l, i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs.50,000 do stand

reduced by Re. 1. :
2 d(TO' <i{riticise Govcix:nment for not giving
ood-stricken peopl .

Sir, most gf tlI:eellc:)nJ.Orlzleixtﬂ))crs had heard that there was a flood of the
Bhogdoi river and a good area of the cultivated land was over flooded
affecting the paddy and in certain portions cultivation could not be done.
Other propeties of the people were also considerably damaged. The repre-
sentations that were sent out to the Government from the district officers
were not to the point and they minimised the distress and the loss of the
people. But when some of the members of the places concerned reported
to the Government then those district officers replied to say that the reports
of the hon. members were not correct. 1t 182 fact that till Mr. Cantlie, the

ommissioner of the Valley went to the spot, none of the district officers
actually took care to visit the affected areas an

adequate relief to the last year

p the people in buying cattle” and so forth., These

de but as usual not kept uP: So 1 draw the attention

of Government to thjs
egrett t of the matter. :
The Hon’ble the S%EAﬁlﬂ%ﬁSP?f-h: motion moved is “that the provi-

sion of Rs. 34,000 under Grant No. 26, Maior head—54A.—Famine Relief,
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Minor head—A.—Famine Relief, Sub-head— (4)— Gratuitous Relief—De-
tailed head—in other ways at page 183 of the Budget, be reduced by Re.l,
i.e., the amount of the whole grant of Rs. 50,000 do stand reduced by Re.1.”

Srijut SARVESWAR BARUA : Sir, what my friend Srijut Debeswar
Sarmah has said as regards the Bhogdoi floods is equally true with regard to
the floods in the North Lakhimpur subdivision. There also the relief given
Is very inadequate and the local officers tried their utmost to minimise the
damages and the distress of the people and consequently the measure of
relief required.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Mr.
Speaker, Sir, I am sure it will not be necessary for me to defend .Govcrnmcnt
at any great length in this matter. 1 am just reading a few lines from a
letter addressed by the hon. mover of this motion to the Government on
the subject. This letter is dated the 4th of October 1937. It runs:—“All
t%lan‘ks are due to the Government for bestowing speedy attention and sanc-
tioring money for the relief of the flood-distressed people.  But the local
ofﬁcers:,, I mean the district and subdivisional officers, particularly at Jm:hat
and Sibsagar, by their negligence and callousness nullify the best intentions
of the Government to lend a helping hand to the suffering humanity.” In
another letter, Sir, he drew the attention of the Government to the fact that,
bcf'or'e the Commissioner who was asked by the Government to visit the
ocality actually visited the flood-stricken areas, no officer went to the place.
But I am afraid, Sir, that my hon. friend was not correctly xnformcd.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : I was absolutely correctly informed.
T €manded a public enquiry on the matter.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR L
was at Shillong when the flood had actually come on and he was > inil the
same place until the 19th September, on which date only he arrived at the
locahty, We have here the diary from different officers and a letter addres-
LA to’ the'Gommissioner on the 24th of August 1937. In that letter the
'°Puty Commissioner mentioned to the Commissioner the places which
o had actually visited. T cannot for a moment believe that the Deputy
£ OMmissioner can fabricate that information and address' that
alse letter to the Commissioner anticipating that such a remark, as has been
Made by the hop, member, may be madc later on. The remark of the
le(gl' Mmover was made some time in October 1937, but the date of the

€r of the Deputy Commissioner was the 24th of August, shortly after  the

CHAUDHURI: My friend

frlr(:ioq had taken place at Bhogdoi on the 17th or 18th. The D!SPUW Com-
Smgn?.r wrote to the Commissioner about the places he had visited.

SUbSta;lil‘“t DEBESWAR SARMAH : Sir, I demanded a pul_oh_c enquiry to

actually ]]ate that my report was correct. The Deputy Commissioner did: not

Omm{ssiiivei h:scl:ﬁtor car and go to the over-flooded area before the
is tht;r (ﬁ‘-e Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Sir, there
that mlaryhOF the Deputy Commissioner and he could not have anticipated
Circumstane " {riend would make such a criticism some time later. These
:De ances speak another Sir We have also got the reports of ' several
sagar a]r);lcity Collectors and  the Subdivisional Officers of Golaghat and Sib-
made b they have written several weeks before this remark was  actually
y the hol’l. mover.

The fo%ble the SPEAKER : Wil the Hon’ble Minister finish ?-
will ﬁnishon ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sin, 1
mover and soon. After that there was a discussion between the hon.

nd the Deputy Commissioner, which the Government had suggested.

i~
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All that the hon.

mover then suggested was that all the people of the
flood-affected areas should be fed gratuitously for a month more.

But there

nothing else ?
The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI: Yes.

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: That is a licing statement.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA: Is
that Parliamentary, Sir ? ;

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH: I will repeatit, Sir, because .1
demanded a public enquiry on the matter which the Government was not
pleased to permit.

The Hon’ble Srijut ROHINI KUMAR CHAUDHURI : Our ofﬁcc.rs
were going out in all places to give relief. But no self-respecting people will
try to take gratuitous relief. Every one did not take. V}’hat can we do in
the. circumstances ? The money is there in the hands of the Deputy Com-
missioner. The Deputy Commissioner said—°‘at this time they are not in
need of gratuitous relief, but there may be necessity of such rc!mf’ alter tl_lc
harvest’.  We are watching the situation now. The money is already in
the hands of the Deputy Commissioner and he will grant gratuitous relief in
deserving cases. : :

Srijut DEBESWAR SARMAH : If you believe them, you do not believe
the people.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : Does the hon.
his_motion ? !

Srijut, DEBESWAR SARMAH: Yes, Sir. 03

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is that the P]rovxs:orf of
Rs.34,000 under Grant No.26, Major 11ead——54A.-——_Fa.m1ncR l}e fmfb an.nor
head—A.—TFamine Relief, Sub-head—(b)— Gratuitous 4 ‘;‘C E‘ l‘ﬂtal_lf-'d
head—in other ways at page 183 of the Budget, be reduce q g ; If i ta.,
the amount of the whole grant of Rs.50,000 do stand reduce y Re.l.

The motion was lost. i g

‘The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : I now put the original motion, namely,
that a sum not exceeding Rs.50,000 be granted to defray tl}c charges which
will come in the course of payment during the year cndmg on 'Ehc 31st
March 1939, for the administration of the head “54A.—Famine Relief.”

The motion was agreed to.

GRANT No.14
(36.—Scientific Department)

7 The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD: SAADULLA: 1 On
the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor of Assam, I beg, Sir, to
move that a sum not exceeding Rs.3,800 be granted to defray the charges
which will come in the course of -p"a.;(ment during the year ending on the
Aapbimncd 19339’ for the adminisiration of the “Scientific Departments”,

~ The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : - The motion moved is that ‘a ‘sum  not
exceeding Rs.3,800 be granted 1o defray the charges which will come - in ' the
course of payment duml’lg the year ending on the 31st March 1939, for the

administration of the “Scientifie Depactments®, * * = -

member want to press
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There are two cut motions. Instead of moving the cut motions the
hon. members may speak on the motion itself.

Srijut GAURI KANTA TALUKDAR : Mr. Speaker, Sir, this ancient
land of Kamrup, which covers the present province of Assa:m as well as';
considerable portion of Eastern and Northern Bengal, is replete M:d
ancient relics. Practically the ancient history of thxs_ province 18 I_ymg bunall
under the old bricks and stones, sometimes in the midst of deep _!llnglcs, )
over the land. Similarly manuscript , Puthis another best material of agléill'
ent history, are also lying scattered all over the province and‘ are raplch
being devoured by fire, flood and white ants. And I am afraid if speedy
Steps are not taken most of these valuable relics will soon become extinct for
Want of collection and preservation.

With a view mainly to save these relics from destruction and to carry
On research work of unearthing the ancient history of this province, Sir,
that the Kamrup Anusandhan Samiti was founded. This Samiti, Sir, is
the only society of this nature in the province, and as such it is entitled to
8et all possible assistance from the overnment coffers. The annual grant
of Rs.1,900 which has been made by Government to the Samiti is quite
'nadequate for the vast work that is lying before it, the speedy execution
of which requires exclusively the services of an able officer. So with a view
to draw the serious attention of the Government to this urgent duty : of
Preserving these valuable ancient relics of the province from  destruction
that I have brought this motion for the acceptance of this hon. House.

I may also add in this connection, Sir, that the sum of RS-60(_) granted
by the Government to the Assam Sahitya Sabha, in_ spite of their carncst
e duest for more, js quite inadequate. I would therefore request the Govern-
ment to see thejr way to increase these grants to an adequate extent.

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA : Sir,
I am ope with my hon. friend who has just spoken in regard to his state-
ioent that Assam is full of material for research. As a matter of fact that
1s why this Kamrup Anusandhan Samiti was established and that is also
why the Government have been granting contribution to that Institution.
he Sahitya Sabhg is a literary society and Government has been giving a
contribution to thig society as well. The monumental work of this society
Was the Publishing of 2 dictionary of the Assamese language. Most hon.
gxembers will agree with me that since the production oi_‘ this bgolr..no new
WOOk has appeared, although Government contribution is still continuing, If
WFH fad any renewed activity of the Assam Sahitya Sabha, Government
* take this request into consideration.

thi As.rcgal”c_]s the Anusandhan Samity, when a museum in Assan3 is built
& s oo will be tagged on to the museum and the question of Increasing

the grant wi)] come as soon as the museum is established. I can give this
assurance to my hon, friend.

in I'{The Hon’ble the SPEAKER : The question is that a sum not exceed-
. 8 Rs.3,800 be granted to defray the charges which will come in the course
io Payment during the year ending on the 31st March 1939, for the adminis-
ration of the “Scientific Departments”,
© motion was agreed to.

[26TH FEB -

g
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MENT OF EXPENDITURE
Adjournment
The Assembly then adjourned for 15 minutes
After adjournment
Presentation of supplementary statement of expenditure

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA :
Mr. Speaker, Sir, under the provision of section 81 of the Government of
India Act, T have to place the supplementary financial statement before the
House to-day for its consideration by the hon. members at a subsequent
date. Hon. members have been supplied with two such lists, one apper-
taining to the excluled areas over which we have no power to vote, and the
other is for the purpose of administering the included areas or the areas over
which the present Constitution functions I am making a general statement
on behalf of my colieagues and each supplementary demand item is accom-
panied by explanatory notes which will show the necessity for which we
have to come before the House. As I do not want to repeat what has been
mentioned in these explanatory notes, I will cut short my speech by saying
that there is no controversial item in this list excepting one item, item
No. 4, which will be moved by my Hon’ble Colleague the Minister in
charge, Maulavi Abdul Matin Chaudhuri. Tha't relates to the supple-
mentary demand which was placed before the House in the form of a mes-
sage from His Excellency the Governor. So far as thr.: I\Iinistry is
concerned, we dissociate ourselves and undertake no responsibility for this
item, but as I mentioned the other day, we-want to give the House 2 chance
of expressing their views by their votes. Th:t is why it would be formally
moved by my Hon’ble Colleague. .

The current year was unusual in more respects than one. This wag
the beginning of the new Reforms, and the cx_penchture which would be
required for the administration of the Province could not be properly
gauged at the time when estimates were framed. The House is aware that
for the first six months of the year His Excellency framed a Budget which
continued till the end of August. It was in the August session that we
produced a hurried budget for the rest of the year which was placed before
the House. Of course, the figures that were supplied to hon. members, ;..
the estimates framed by me took into account the figures provided in His
Excellency’s budget. On most matters our Budget estimates have

een exceeded and in some places due to audit objections we have to
before the House. There is money in the Budget to carry out particular
projects. In one of the instances the necessity for the expenditure which
We now place before the House was unforeseen. These are the reasons why
W€ have been compelled to come before the House with these lists of supple-
mentary demand.  As hop, members will get a chance of discussing all
these items on the 44h March, I would not detvin the ouse any

further.

it FA.KHRU])DIN ALI AHMED: On a point of information, Sy
I think our impression Was that the Hon’ble Chief Minister g8ave an assyr.
ance that ’hc was not going to move the supplementary demand for Com-
e CStabhs.hment. Ow he has made a statement that his Hon’ble
Couiai%ufnﬁ,{:ﬂi‘:thgfigl.Ma‘iin Chaudhuri will move that demand. I
wan 18 going t G : 5
representative of the Gabiner, & ' WOVe it in his personal capacity or asa

either
come
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The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
As a representative of His Excellency the Governor.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED : As a Minister of the Cabinet or
as a private individual ?

The Hon’ble Maulavi Saiyid Sir MUHAMMAD SAADULLA:
He is here as a representative of the Cabinet. At the time I gave the assur-
ance he was not included in the Cabinet and now he has just been included.
He will move on His Excellency’s behalf.

Mr. FAKHRUDDIN ALI AHMED: I wanted to know whether he
will move in his individual capacity or on behalf of the Cabinet.

The Hon’ble the SPEAKER: All these questions will be discussed
when the demand is moved. There will be a discussion and answers may
then be had from the Minister concerned on this question.

Adjournment
g The Assembly then adjourned till:11 a.m., on Tuesday, the 1st: March
938.

Shillong, A. K. BARUA,

I5th April 1938, Secretary, Assam Legislative  Assgpp,
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